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	 	 	 	 Peace of Paris gives Canada and Florida to Great Britain
	 	 	 	 Proclamation Act prohibits western colonial expansion
     British imperial reform begins with Sugar Act
	 	 	 	 	 Eight colonies petition Crown to repeal Sugar Act
	 	 	 	 	 	 Stamp Act provokes widespread rioting and protests
	 	 	 	 	 	 Quartering Act forces colonists to house and supply army
	 	 	 	 	 	 1766  ✦ Parliament repeals Stamp Act
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1767  ✦ Townshend Acts call for new import levies
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1768  ✦   Colonists in Boston initiate nonimportation agreements against British
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Boston Massacre––British soldiers fire on crowd, killing five

Boston Massacre, 1770
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1760  ✦ George III 
crowned “Patriot King”
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	 	 	 	 Shays’s Rebellion––Daniel Shays leads Massachusetts farmers to seize Springfield Armory
	 	 	 	 Northwest Ordinance provides for admission of new states and bars slavery in Northwest Territory
	 	 	 	 Delegates meet in Philadelphia to draft new constitution
	 	 	   	 Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsylvania forbid participation in slave trade
    Congress announces Constitution ratified July 2
	 	 	 	 1789  ✦   Washington inaugurated president; first Congress convenes; Jefferson first secretary 
      of state; Hamilton first secretary of the treasury; John Jay first chief justice
           1790  ✦   Hamilton funds Revolutionary debt and proposes Bank of the U.S.

  Cornwallis surrenders to Washington at Yorktown
	 	 States ratify Articles of Confederation
	 	 1782  ✦   Virginia statute eases manumission of slaves
	 	 	 	 Treaty of Paris recognizes American independence
	 	 	 	 Maryland joins northern states in outlawing slave trade
	 	 	 	 Massachusetts Supreme Court rules slavery unconstitutional 
	 	 	 	 	 Treaty of Fort Stanwix opens up Ohio River Valley for settlement
	 	 	 	 	 Connecticut and Rhode Island adopt gradual emancipation
     Bank of New York founded
      1786  ✦   Virginia adopts Statute for Religious Freedom

Timeline of Key Figures and Events  
of the American Founding

	 Parliament repeals Townshend Acts, leaving tax on tea
	 	 	 	 Virginia initiates intercolonial committees of correspondence
	 	 	 	 Boston Tea Party––Tea Act prompts patriots to dump tea cargo in Boston Harbor
	 	 	 	 	 Parliament responds to colonists’ rebellion with Coercive Acts
	 	 	 	 	 First Continental Congress gathers in Philadelphia 
     Resolution in Congress urging end to slave trade
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 “Shot heard ’round the world” fired at Lexington
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 First abolition society organized by Philadelphians
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Second Continental Congress gathers in Philadelphia
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 George Washington named commander-in-chief of Continental Army
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Thomas Paine’s Common Sense calls for independence

Congress declares independence
	 Burgoyne surrenders at Saratoga
	 Congress proposes Articles of Confederation
 Continental Army spends winter at Valley Forge
	 1778  ✦   Congress ratifies Treaty of Alliance with France
	 	 	 	1780  ✦   Pennsylvania passes gradual abolition law, first in world

1781

1783

1784

Boston Tea Party, 1773

Thomas Jefferson

Washington sides with Hamilton on establishment of Bank of the U.S.
Vermont enters Union with constitution banning slavery
Bill of Rights ratified
Excise tax on whiskey passed by Congress
	 Kentucky enters Union as first new slave state
	 Formation of New York Stock Exchange
	 	 Congress passes law for recovery of fugitive slaves
  Washington declares America neutral in European conflict
   Jay Treaty negotiated with Britain
   Whiskey Rebellion against excise tax put down in western Pennsylvania
	 	 	 1795  ✦   Treaty of Greenville sets new boundaries for tribes in Ohio Territory 
	 	 	 	 1796  ✦   Washington gives farewell address; Adams elected president; Jefferson  
      elected vice president
	 	 	 	 	 	 1798  ✦   Alien and Sedition Acts prompt Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1799  ✦   New York abolishes slavery
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1800  ✦   Jefferson wins presidency
          Adams appoints John Marshall chief justice
          Jefferson appoints Madison secretary of state

1787–88   
Federalist  

Papers appear 
in newspapers 

urging 
ratification of 
Constitution

1791

1792

1794

1801

1787

 1780–1800  ✦   Freed slaves establish churches, libraries, and charities
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