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Amcg ROBERT JACQUESTURGOT,baron d'Aulne, was born
m Paris on May xo, x727. He came of a branch of an old

noble family of Normandy, which had for two or three gen-
erations furnished the state with able admimstrative officials :

his grandfather had served as an Intendant ; his father had

occupied high judicial positions, and presided for a time
over the mumclpal government of Pans as Prtvtt des Mar-

chands. He received his early education at the Colltge

Louis-le-Grand and the Colltge du Plessis, and then, being
destined as a younger son for the ecclesiastical profession,

he entered upon his theological studies at the S_minaire de

Saint-Sulpme, and received the degree of bachelor of theol-

ogy in t747. In x748 he was admitted to residence in the

Maison de Sorbonne; and, in December i749, he was

elected to the honorary office of Prieur for the ensuing year.
Early in x751 he changed his plans, and determined to

enter the judicial and admimstratave service. In January

x752 he was appointed Substitut du Procureur C_ntral ; in

December, ConseiUer au Parlement de Pans; tn March

x753, Maitre des RequStes. His duties for the next eight

years were chiefly judicial ; but in x755 and 1756 he accom-

panied Gournay, the Intendant du Commerce, in his official

tours of inspection through the south and west of the
kingdom.

In August I76r he was appointed Intendant of the G¢n-
6ralit6 of Limoges, and held that office till the middle of

t774. During his administration he reformed the method
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of collecting the Taille, substituted a money payment for the
forced labour of the Corv_e, brought about the free circula-
tion of corn within the G_n6raht6, and estabhshed a system
of poor rehef. In his occasional visits to Pans, he con-
tracted a friendship with David Hume (secretary to the
English Embassy from x763 to I766), and made the ac-
quaintance of Adam Smith (m Pans from Chnstmas i765
to October i766 ). It was dunng I766 that Turgot wrote
his Reflections (for which see infra)

Upon the accessmn of Louis XVI, Turgot was invited to
join the new reforming ministry. After a bnef tenure of the
Ministry of Manne (July zo-August 24, x774), he was ap-
pointed Contrbleur G6n6ral des Finances. H_s short minis-
try of two years forms one of the best known episodes in the
h,story of France. The most ,mportant of h_s measures
were the estabhshment of freedom m the internal corn-

trade, the subst_mtmn for the Corv_e of a tax to which the
privileged classes were also to contribute, and the abolmon
of the Jurandes, or corporauons of crafts. Turgot's ed,cts
aroused the most determined opposmon from the nobd_ty,
the mag,stracy, and all those interested m the maintenance
of ex,stmg condmons, and Lores yielded to the remon-
strances of the court and of Mane Antoinette, and dtsm_ssed
Turgot, May x2, i776. His measures were at once recalled,

to be re-enacted by the legislatures of the Revolution

Turgot devoted the years of retirement to hterary labours,
and died on March i8, I78L

The only economic writings of Turgot, other than the
Rtfleca'ons, pubhshed dunng his lifeume, would seem to
have been the Quesaons importances sur le commerce, x755
(translated from the Enghsh of Tucker), and two articles on
Poires et Marchds and 2_ondattons in the Encyclopcedte, 1756.
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He drew up, however, a large number of M_mo_res on van-
ous economic topics, some of them addressed to his official

superiors apropos of his government of Limoges his meas-

ures of reform while Intendant were all explained and justi-

fied by him m circular letters and other papers addressed to

the public, and the edicts of his ministry were preceded by
elaborate exposmons of the principles involved. All these.

together with his _lage de Gournay, written in 1759, were

published, under the editorship of Du Pont de Nemours,

m the _.uvres de Turgot, in 9 vols., 18o9-i811 , and re-
printed with addluons m the 2-volume edition of his G_uvres,

edited by Datre and Dussard, in x844, for the Gudlaumm

Colleclion des Prtnc@aux Economtsles. The volume entitled

Turgot: Administration et (Euvres Economtques, edited by

M. Robmeau, 1889, m the Petite Btbhothkque Economtque,

contains the Rdflexwns, the Eloge, the Edit de Suppression

des Corvdes, and the Edit de Suppresszon des jrurandes. In

Mr W. Walker Stephens' Life and l_rtttngs of Tupgot, i895 ,
wdl be found a translauon of the _loge, and of a good many

miscellaneous extracts from Turgot's writings

The main source for the biography of Turgot is Du Pont
de Nemours, Mdmotres sur la vie el les ouw'ages de 3[ Tur-

got, 1782. The k'te de Turgot, by his friend Condorcet, 1786,

(translated into English 1787), gives some additional par-

ticulars. Of writings concerning Turgot a list will be found

in Dr. Llppert's article in the Handworterbuch der Staats-

wtssenschaften, vol. vt. Among the most notable of these,
from the eminence of the writers, are the articles of

M. IAonce de Lavergne m Zes Economistes Frantats du

dix-hutt_#me st_cle, x87o , and of Mr. John Morley in C_acal

2tItscelIanies t877 , and the brief life by M. IAon Say, I887,

translated into English by Mr. Gustave Masson, ,888.
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Among the very few really impartial estimates of Turgot's
place m French history, the reader may be referred to
M. Albert Sorers L'EurolOe et la R_volutmn Francatse, x885,
l, pp. 2o9-2i _.

The Reflec_ons on the Production and the Dtstribu_on
o/ Rtches were written towards the close of I766 for the
benefit of two young Chinese, who having been educated m
France were returmng to thelr country w,th a pens,on from
the crown. China was commonly regarded by the French
economists of the t_me as the pecuhar home of enhghtened
government (compare de Tocquevflle, L'Ancten R_g*me,
hvxe m, ch. 3) ; and these young men were expected to
keep their European patrons reformed upon the internal
affairs of their country. Turgot drew up a hst of questions
for them to answer, and prepared the Reflec_ons to enable
them the better to understand the purpose of hm interro-
gaUons (see Appendix, Excerpt 6). In x769 he yielded
to the ms,stence of Du Pont de Nemours, then editing the
Ep/_m_rtdes du Cttoyen, the organ of the Physiocratic party,
who was m chronic want of copy, and gave him the Reflec-
twns to print. They appeared m the numbers for No-
vember and December i769, and January x77o; which,
however, were not actually issued till January, February
and Apnl x77o.

It has recently been shewn by M. G. Schelle (m his Du
Pont de Nemours et l'_cole lOhyswcrat,que, I888, pp. x26-I29,
and m an artxcle in the Journal des Economtstes for July
,888), that Du Pont took upon h_mself, without consulting
the author, to modify the text in more than one direction.
In § xwl (tn/ra, p. i6) the adjectives "human" and
"civil" were omitted before "convent,ons" and "laws";
and to the words "after they ceased to cultivate them"
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were added, "And this as the price of the original agri-
cultural advances, by whlch they have brought these sods
into a condltton to be cultwated, and which, so to speak,

are incorporated wlth the sod" (" Et cela pour pnx des
avances fonct_res par les quelles ils ont mls ces terrems en
6tat d'&re cultw6es, et qul se sont pour amsi dire mcor-
por6es au sol m_me"). Out of Turgot's one section (xxl)
on cultwatlon by slaves, Du Pont made three ; his additions
(more than equal m extent to Turgot's own text) not only
emphamzmg, the moral evil of slavery, but also maintaining
that slave labour was unprofitable even to the masters : and
from the heading and opening sentences of § lv Du Pont
omitted altogether the enumeration of slaves among move-
able nches. Turgot was exceedingly annoyed (see Appen-
dix, Excerpts 7, 8); and remonstrated in tame to prevent
the third instalment from being tampered vnth. But Du
Pont could not allow Turgot's language in § lxxviii, about
saving ("l'6pargne ") as the source of capital, to pass
uncnUclsed, and accordingly he appended a long note,
urging that "the formation of capitals arises much less
from saving out of the expenditure of revenues than from
the wise employment of the expenditure" (see Appendix,
Excerpt 9), and added one or two other fussy notes.
Throughout he touched-up the style in minute points.

Turgot insisted that in the separate _ssue of the Reflec-
tions which was about to be made, the text should be cor-

rected, and an erratum inserted drawn up by himself. This
was done ; but according to M. Schelle only xoo or xSo
copies were struck off, and scarcely one has survived. A
corrected repnnt, issued in x788, is equally rare. Strangest
of all is the fact that when, in x8o8, Du Pont edited Tur-

got's O_uvres, he boldly reprinted his old text of the Ep_-
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mgttdes, and this was copled by Dalre m his edition of x844.

Not tall 1889 were the R eflecttons accessible as originally
written. M. Schelle and M Robmeau have both announced

that m the geflecttons, as printed by the latter in the Turgot
volume of the Pettte Btbhoth_que Economtque, the original
text has been re-estabhshed In every essential point this
is doubtless the case, but a comparison of the Robmeau
text w_th that of the Ephimlndes and with the Enghsh
translation of i793 about to be mentioned, raises a good
many curious llttle questions as to Turgot's exact language
which cannot at present be answered. A really crmcal
edttlon of the geflecttons would come wlth good grace from
the inheritors of the Turgot tradmon, -- the group of Parisian
economists associated with the Journal des Economtstes and
the house of Gufllaumm. It must be observed, also, that
unless the manuscript of Turgot's other writings pubhshed
posthumously by Du Pont can be recovered, they must
remain under some suspicion.

An anonymous Enghsh translation, made, as is clear from
internal evidence, from the edmon of i788, appeared m
London m I793 ; and this was reprinted by J. R. MeCul-
loch xn T859 m one of the Overstone volumes, (.4 Select
Collectton of Scarce and Valuable Economtcal Tracts).
The original antentlon of the present editor was merely to
reprint this translation, but upon examination this was
qmckly seen to be out of the question. The x793 transla-
tlon _s fairly good for the first few paragraphs ; but soon
gross blunders began to make their appearance, eg. in
§ xxv, where the heading "Colonage partlaire" _s trans-
lated "Partial Colonization"! As _t proceeds xt becomes
worse, untd in the second half there are many paragraphs
which are absolutely umntelllgible. It _as ewdently a piece
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of hack-work, done by a man who had httle understanding
of the course of Turgut's argument. McCulloch can hardly
have read it.

The present edltor has, accordingly, ventured on a new
translatlon, following M. Robmeau's text, and companng it
with that of the E_h_m_rtdes,--for the loan of a copy of
which he is indebted to his friend, Professor E. R. A. Sehg-
man. He has attempted to produce something hke the
effect of Turgot's style; which is, indeed, inelegant and
someumes rugged, and also very hm_ted in vocabulary, but
yet direct and clear, the style pre-eminently of a man of
affairs. Turgot's thought is, of course, abstract, hke that
of the group to which he belonged, but his language is
not as abstract as that of economic wntmg has since
become; and, m spite of the occasional awkwardness of
the result, the translator has sought to retain as much as
possible of the concreteness of Turgot's expressions. In
th_s attempt some help has been derived from the usage
of Adam Smith. Thus "nchesses" has been rendered

"riches," "la socldtd" commonly by "the society," and so
on. Sometimes a word hke "denrde" _sused first m a nar-

rower and then in a wider sense, and therefore d_fferently
rendered. To avoid m_srepresentmg our author, the origi-
nal French has been fftven m a note, when _t _s e_ther a
technical term, or used vnth more than one shade of mean-

rag, or for any other reason noticeable. The punctuation
m the EpMmdrtdes, (connecting, for instance, two or three
sentences with the colon or semi-colon) often suggests the
connection of _deas more clearly than the modern texts, and
it has been usually followed here, except where a pnnter's
blunder could be fairly supposed. In the use of capital let-
ters (which, it wdl be noticed, are far fewer m the third



instalment), and m various trifles of typography, the print-
ing of the _ph_mlr_des has also been here imitated, in the
hope of keeping something of the eighteenth-century flavour.

The Excerpts from Turgot's Correspondence, given m the
Appendix, will be found to throw a good deal of hght on his
economic theory. Those numbered t, 3, 5, were printed as
long ago as x849 by J. H. Burton in Letters o/gmtntnt
Persons to L)avtd Hume ; while the letters of Hume, from

which $ and 4 are taken, have only of late years seen the
light, in M. I._on Say's Davtd Hume : (Euvre Economtque,
I888, (in Prate Btblsogh_qut _conomique). The economic
passages form a small part of the whole correspondence
between Turgot and Hume, which is chiefly concerned with
the affairs of Rousseau. Hume's interesting letter to Mo-
relict,(ofwhmh excerpttoisa fragment)isalsopnntedin

M. Say'sflume. Excerpts6-9 aretakenfrompreviously
imprintedlettersofTurgotgivenbyM. Schelleinthearticle

in the Journal des _conornistes and the book on Du Pont
de 2Vcmours already mentioned. The latter is an indispen-
sable source of information for all students of the Physlo-
cratic school.

The translator may be permitted to add two observations
at the end of his work. The first is that, in spite of Tur-
got's dislike for the narrow sectarian spirit of the circle
that surrounded Quesnay, and the freedom with which he
expressed his dissent from them on minor points of doc-
trine9 nevertheless his whole economic thought was domi-
nated by the fundamental Physiocratic ideas; and these find

in the Rcl_¢tiefu their briefest mad most lucid expression.
The second is suggested by the recent discussion as to the
relation between Adam Smith on the one side, and Turgot,
or the whole Physiocratlc school, on the other. This discus-
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stun, though tt has received of late some valuable contribu-
tions, (S. Fellbogen, Smtth und Turgot, 189_ , E. Cannan,

Introduction to his edition of Smith's Lectures, i896, H.
Hlggs m Economtc/ournal, December i896 , and W Has-

bach m Pohacal Sctence Quarterly, January 1898 ) cannot

be regarded as concluded It is now generally recogmzed

that there are not inconsiderable portions of Adam Smith's
treaUse of a distinctly Physlocratlc character. And it wdl

probably be found that the contnbutmn of Phys_ocracy to

the production of the Wealth of Nattons was even greater

m two other ways,--in raising questmns in Adam Smith's
mind, which left to himself he would never have put, and

m providing him with a phraseology whmh of himself he

would never have hit upon
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[Introductory Note by Du Pont de Nemours,

in the t_phkmkrzdes for Nov. 1769, p. 12.]

We have long begged the Author of the followtng work
to let us have tt to enrtch our Pertodtcal He was never

rea,O' to consent, because he had not gtz,en the last touch to

the exposttton of hts reflecttons, because, throwtng them an

paper, three years ago, very hasttly and for a parttcular

purpose, he apjOroaches the subject tn a manner whtch seems

to htm not su_ctently dtrect, because, as a consequence, he

has been obhged someames to repeat htmself, and because

zt seems to htm that thereby he gtves occaston to objechans

whtch could eastly have been forestalled zf the subjects had

been presented tn a more systemaac fashton. It ts the

Author himself who has so severely crtt_ctsed hts perform-

ance, whenever we have spoken to htm about tt, and we

doubt not that he would really have been qutte capable of

gtvtng tt a htgher degree of perfechon. Yet as tmportant

occupahons, from whtch he cannot be released, leave htm

too httle letsure for it to be posstble for him to reckon

upon the ttme which would be necessary to arrtve at what

wouM sattsfy htmself; and stnce, even tn the condtaon tn

which the reflections now are, they seem to us to compose

a Work that ts very tnterestlng, very frutOeul, and ve_),

worthy of the important subject of whzch they treat, we

have inststed upon his trying us permisston to place them

*n our Collection ; and he has finally granted to friendship

the sacmfice he had always refused to our arguments.
B l





REFLECTIONS on the formation & the distribu-

tion of riches/ by Mr. X.

§. FIRST.

Imposstbtltty of Commerce upon the supposthon of an equal

dtvtswn of lands, wheretn eve_, man shouM possess only

what was necessary far hts own support.

If the land were so d_stnbuted among all the inhabitants

of a country that each of them had precisely the quantity

of it necessary for his support and nothing more, _t is eva-

dent that, all being equal, no one would be wllhng to work

for others. No one, besides, would possess anytlung with

which to pay for the labour of another; for each, hawng

only as much land as he needed to produce his subslstence,

would consume all that he had gathered, and would have

nothing that he could exchange for the labour of the
others.

§ II.

The above hypothests has never extsted, (v_ could not have

conanued. The dtz,erstty of sotl_ (v° the multtphct{y of

wants lead to the exchange of the products of the land

for other products.

This hypothesis can never have existed, because the lands

have been cultivated before they have been divided ; that

I Des _4e.sses.

$



4 REFLECTIONS ON THE FORMATION

verycultwat_onhavingbeen the solemotwe fordlwslon

and forthelawwhlchassuresto eachhisproperty.Now

the first who have cultivated have probably cultwated as

much ground as their forces permitted, and consequently
more than was necessary for their support.

Even if this state could have existed, It could not possibly

have been durable; each man, as he got from hm field

nothing but hm subsistence, and had nothing wherewath to

pay the labour of the others, could only supply his other
wants m the way of shelter, clothing, etc., by his own labour,

and this would be almost impossible; ez,ery 2Oteceof land

by no means praductn K ewerythtng.

He whose land was only fit for gram and would produce
neither cotton nor hemp would be without cloth where-

with to clothe himself. Another would have a piece of

land fit for cotton which would not produce gram. A third
would be without wood wherewath to warm himself, while

a fourth would be without grain wherewith to feed himself.
Experience would soon teach each what was the kind of

product for which his land would be best adapted, and he

would hmit himself to the cultivation of that particular

crop, in order to procure for himself the things he was

devoid of by means of exchange with his neighbours; and

these, having in their turn made the same reflections, would
have cultivated the crop _ best suited to their field and
abandoned the cultivation of all the others.

i La dc_rte.
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§ III

The products of the land requtre prepara_ous long & dt_-

cult, tn order to render them fit to saasfy the wants of man

The crops which the land produces to satisfy the differ-
ent wants of man cannot serve that purpose, for the most

part, m the state in which nature gwes them, they must

undergo various changes and be prepared by art. Wheat
must be converted into flour and then into bread, h_des

must be tanned or dressed ; wool and cotton must be spun,
silk must be drawn from the cocoons ; hemp and flax must

be soaked, peeled, and spun, next, different textures must

be made from them; and then they must be cut and sewn

into garments, foot-gear, etc. If the man who causes his

land to produce all these different things and uses them to

supply his wants were htmself obhged to put them through

all these mtermedmte stages, _t is certain that he would

succeed very badly. The greater part of these preparations
demand an amount of care, of attention, of long experience,

such as are only to be acquired by working continuously

and on a great quantity of materials. Take for example

the preparation of hides ; what labourer could attend to all

the details necessary in this operation, whtch lasts several
months and sometimes several years? If he could, would

he be able to, for a single hide ? What loss of t_me, of
space, of material, which might have served either at {he

same time or successively to tan a great quantity of hides !
But even should he succeed in tanning a single hide, he

only needs one pair of shoes; what shall he do with the

rest ? Shall he kill an ox to have this pair of shoes ? Shall
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he cut down a tree to make himself a pair of sabots? One

might say the same thing concerning all the other wants
of each man, who, ]f he were reduced to hxs own field and

his own labour, would consume much tlme and trouble to

be very badly eqmpped m every respect, and would cuRl-

rate his land very badly.

§. iv.

The necesstO, of these prepara_onr brtngs about the exchange

ofproduce for labour.

The same motive which has established the exchange of

crop for crop between the Cultivators of different kinds

of sml must, then, have necessarily brought about the
exchange of crop for labour between the Cultivators and

another part of the society, which shall have preferred the

occupation of preparing and working up the produce of

the land to that of growing it. Everyone profited by this

arrangement, for each by devoting himself to a single kind
of work succeeded much better in _t. The Husbandman a

obtained from his field the greatest amount of produce

possible, and procured for himself much more easily all
the other things he needed by the exchange of his surplus

than he would have done by his own labour. The Shoe-

maker, by making shoes for the Husbandman, obtained

for himself a part of the latter's harvest. Each workman

laboured to satxsfy the wants of the workmen of all the
other kinds, who, on their side, all laboured for him.

xl.,eLaboureur.
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§ V

Pre-em,nence of the Husbandman who produces over the

Artisan who wopks up matertals? The Husbandman ts

the first mover stn the ctrculat_on of labours; ttts he zvho

causes the land to produce the wages _ of all the ArKsans.

It must however be observed that the Husbandman,

furnishing all with the most important and most consid-

erable article of')thelr (consumption, (I mean their food

and also the materials of almost every industry) has the

advantage of a greater independence. His labour, m the

sequence 4 of the labours divided among the different mem-

bers of the society, retains the same primacy, the same

pre-eminence, as the labour which provided his own food

had among the different kinds of labour which, when he

worked alone, he was obliged to devote to his different

kinds of wants. We have here neither a primacy of honour

nor of dignity; it is one of phystcal necesstO'. The Hus-

bandman, we may say m general terms, can get on without

the labour of the other workmen, but no workman can

labour if the Husbandman does not enable him to live. In

this circulation, which, by the reelproeal exchange of

wants, renders men necessary to one another and forms the

bond of the society, it is, then, the labour of the Husband-

man which imparts the first impulse? What his labour

causes the land to produce beyond his personal wants is the

only fund for the wages which all the other members of the

1 Qm prdpare, s Le salalre.
2Le premiermobile 4L'ordre.
6Donne le pren_ermouvement.
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society recelve m exchange for their labour. The latter, m

making use of the price of this exchange to buy m their

turn the products of the Husbandman, only return to him

exactly what they have received from him. We have

here a very essential difference between these two kinds

of labours, upon which it Is necessary to lay stress m

order to be well assured of the evidence on which it rests,

before we accept the innumerable consequences which flow
from it.

§ vI

The wages of the Workman i are hmtted to hts subststente by

the compettt_on among the Workmen lie gets only hts
hvehhood?

The mere Workman, who has only his arms and his in-

dustry, has nothing except m so tar as he succeeds m

selhng his tolls to others. He sells It more or less dear,

but this price, more or less high as it may be, does not

depend upon himself alone it results from the agreement

which he makes with him who pays his labour. The latter

pays him as httle as he can, as he has the choice among a

great number of Workmen, he prefers the one who works

cheapest. The Workmen are therefore obliged to lower

the price, m competition with one another? In every

kind of work it cannot fall to happen, and as a matter of

fact it does happen, that the wages of the workman are hm-

lted to what is necessary to procure him his subsistence.

1L'Ouvner aS_ peme
2 qa Vl# 4 _t l'enVl ]es Un$ d_s autres
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§.vll

The Husbandman is the only person whose labour lOroduces

_omethtng over and above the wakes of the Arbour. tie :_
therefore the sole source of all wealth l

The pos2tlon of the Husbandman is very different. The

land pays hlm directly the price of hls labour, indepen-
dently of any other man or any agreement. Nature does not

bargain with him to obhge him to content himself with

what is absolutely necessary What she grants _s propor-
uoned ne,ther to h,s wants, nor to a contractual valuation *

of the price of his days of labour. It is the physical result of

the fertlhty of the soil, and of the wisdom, far more than

of the laboriousness, of the means _hlch he has employed
to render it fertile. As soon as the labour of the Hus-

bandman produces more than his wants, he can, with this

superfluity that nature accords him as a pure gift, over and

above the wages of his toil, buy the labour of the other

members of the society. The latter, in selhng to him,

gain only their livelihood, but the Husbandman gathers,

beyond his subsistence, a wealth which ts independent
and disposable, which he has not bought and which he
sells. He is, therefore, the sole source of the riches,

which, by their czrculation, animate all the labours of the

_ociety; because he is the only one whose labour produces

over and above the wages of the labour.

IL'umque sourcederouterlch_ue.
s Une _valuatlon conventionneUe.
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§ VIII

First divtston of the socteO' :/lto two classes, the one pro-
ductive, x or that of the Cul_vators, the second stipen-
diary,* or that of the Arttsans.

Here then we have the whole society divided, by a ne-
cessity founded on the nature of things, into two classes.

equally industrious, a But one of these by its labour pro-
duces, or rather draws from the land, r,ches which are con-

tinually springing up afresh, and which supply the whole
society with ,ts subsistence and w,th the materials for all

its needs. The other, occupied in giving to materials thus

produced the preparations and the forms which render
them statable for the use of men, sells its labour to the

tint class, and rece,ves in exchange ,ts subsistence. The
first may be called the _roduct_ve class, and the second

the stt:endiary class.

§ IX.

In the flrst ages the Propraetor cannot have been dtst_ngms_ed
from tAe Cul_'vator.

Up to this point we have not yet distinguished the Hus-

baudman from the Proprietor* of the lands; and in fact

they were not originally d_stinct. It is by the labour of
those who have been the first to till the fields, and who

have enclosed them, in order to secure to themselves the
harvest, that all the lauds have ceased to be common to

all, and that lauded properties have been established.

1Producirice. s "routesdeuxlaborieuse$.
gStipendi_e. _ ProprtStaire.
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Untll the socletles have been consohdated, and the pubhc

force) or law, now become superior to individual force,

has been able to guarantee to each man the tranqud pos-

sesslon of hls property against all mvaslon from wlthout,

a man could retain the o_snersh H) of a field only m the

way he had acqulred It and by contmulng to cultlvate it.

It would not have been safe to get hls field cultlvated by

somebody else, who, having taken all the trouble, would

have had difficulty m understanding that the whole harvest

dld not belong to hlm. Moreover, in this early time, as

every industrious man would find as much land as he

wlshed, he could not be tempted to till the soil for others.

It was necessary that every proprietor should cultivate hls

field himself, or glve it up altogether.

§.X.

_Progress of the soctety, all the land_ have a master.

But the land filled up, and was more and more cleared.

The best lands at length came to be all occup,ed. There

remained for the last comers only the sterile sods rejected

by the first. But in the end all land found its master, and

those who could not have properhes _ had at first no other

resource than that of exchanging the labour of their arms,

in the employments of the sKpendtary class, for the super-

fluous portion ot the crops of the culuvatmg Proprietor.

1Prophet,s.
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§. XI.

The Proprtetors begin to be able to throw the labour of cultt-

rattan upon htred Culavators.

But since the land returned, to the master who cult,_ ated

it, not only his subsistence, not only that wherew,th to pro-

cure for himself by way of exchange the other things he

needed, but also a considerable superfluity, he could, with

this superfluity, pay men to cult,rate his land, and for
men who hve on wages, _twas as good to earn them m th_s

business as m any other. Thus ownership could be sepa-

rated from the labour of culuvat,on ; and soon It was.

§. XII

InequahO' tn the dtvtston o/properties, causes whtch render
that znemtable.

The original Proprietors at first occupied, as has been

already said, as much of the ground as their forces per-
mitted them to cultivate with their family. A man of

greater strength, more industrious, more anxious about the

future, took more of _t than a man of a contrary character.

He whose family was more numerous, as he had more needs

and more hands at his disposal, extended his possessions

further: here was already a first inequality. All pieces of
ground are not equally fertile: two men, with the same

extent of ground and the same labour, could obtain a very

different produce from it: second source of inequality.

Properties, in passing from fathers to children, are dwided

intoportionsmore orlesssmall,accordingasthefamlhes




