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CONSIDERATIONS
| ON THE CAUSES>0F THE

GRANDEUR AND DECLENSION |

OF THE

ROMAN EMPIRE

' THAP L
Tde Infancy of Rome. The Wars it fuffained.

X 7 E are not to form to ourfelves an idea of the
“city of Rome, in its-infancy, from the cities
which exit at this time, except we have in view thofe
of the Crim-Fartars, -bujlt-for. the fowing and fecuring
of plunder, cattle, fruits, and other produce of the’
country,” "The antiént fiames of the chief places in
Romie, are all relative to this vfe. '

-The ctity -was even without Rreets, unlefs we will
give this name to the continuation -of roads which
center in it. The houfes were ftraggling, built after
an irregular manner,-and very fmall; for the inhabi-
tants being always either at their work, or in the pub-
lic fquare, were very feldom at home. ‘

But the greatnefs of Rome foon appeared in its pub--
lic edifices. ‘Works which * have raifed, ‘and fill raife
the greateft idea of its power, were formed under its
- kings. 'They began already to lay the foundation of
- that city which' was to be eternal,

: * See the aftonithment of Dionyfius Halicarnaffus, on the aquzdufls
*  built by Tarquin, Ant. Rom, lib. jii. They are ftill fubfilling,

Ver, 1L B : Romulus,



2 GRANDEUR. AND. DECLENSION: . Crar.4,

Romulus, and bis fucceffors, were engaged. in. al-.

moft perpetual wars with their neighbours, to. encieafes:
the nurnber of .their citizens,. their: women, and: stheir
territories.  They- ufed to return..to sthe . city, Toaded -
with the fpoils 6f conquered natipn$;-and thefe- Apails, :
which confifted of ‘wheatfheaves: and-flccks, ufed.to'fill
them with the.greateft joy.” Sseh is.the osigin, of stris’
umphs, to which that city afterwards chwﬂy owed s irs*
grandeur. Sy o

The ftrength of the Romans Was. Greatly encreaafs‘.d
by their ‘union with the Sabines, --a'ftubborn, - warlike
pcoole, refembling. the Lacedemonians, from -whom'

they fprung. Romulus * copied-the. form of itheir :
fhiclds, which weee large, and ufed them ewver after-
wards inftead of the {maﬂ buckler.of Argos: And it
is to be obferved, that the circamftance which:gchiefly.
raifed the Romans tothe {overeignty.of the worldywas,
their laying afide their .own cuftems:as foon- 2s ﬁhqr
met with better among the people:they conquered ; ‘and.
it is well known that thcy fought :fucoe(ﬁvely admnﬂ:
all nations. . - TV i 3

It wag-a maxim théﬂ among the repubhcs - of. ,tg;a[y,
that treaties made ‘with.ane: king: were-nat.- obligatery:.
towards his' fucceflor. This was a fort of law ofqa: .
tions + among -them. - Thus.every thing .which: had
been fubmitted to by one &king of Rome, they-thought.
themfelves difengaged fromr ander: :amthw, and Wars
continually begot wars. - . - 1.

The reign of Numa,: ,bemo ~}ong and pagrﬁf, was."

very well adapted to leave the Romans in- thein ham-
ble condition; and had theipterritory. in that,age béen
lefs confined,-and their power. greater, if is probablc
their tortune would.have beomﬁxed for evers -

One cavfe of the profperity of Rome wasy fha;ﬁk)-
her kings were great men. No other hli‘tory prefents

LI ar IR S

* Plutarch's hfe ‘of R(‘mn'us v ' !
+ This appeais throughout the hiftory of :he kmws of Romc.
us

R



Crar. 1. OFTHE ROMAN EMPIRE. K3

us withan - uninterrupted fucceflion of {uch ﬁatefmcn
and {fuch captainsc

.:In the infancy-of focmnes, the. leadmg :men in the
republic form the conftitution ; afterwards, the confti-
tutioniforms the leading men in the republic. -

. Tarquin: took upon him the government, without
beingeleted by the fenate *, or the.people.” His power
became~ ‘hereditary : he rendered it -abiolute, Thele
two revolutions were foon followed by a third.

/-Sextus; the fon of. Tarquin, by violating the chaftity
of Eucredia, took fuch .a flep as has feldom failed to
drive' tyrants‘from the cities over which they prefided ;
for when once a'people are made ftrongly fenfible, by
the dommiflion-of foienormous a crime, of the flavery
to which they dre rcduced they - xmmcd{acely form a
defperate ‘tefolution..

-.Avpeople-may fuﬂ’br, ‘without murmupring, the im-
pofing of new: tributes, fince they are not certain but
that-forthe:advantageimay accrue to themfelves from
the difpofat-ef the-monies fo levied.s but when an in-
fult is put upon them, they are affected with their mis-
fortune “only 5 and: this they aggravate, by fixing to
it- the 1dea of -all thc calammes whxch can poffibly
happén.> . -~ .-

_ft.muft-however be confeﬁ"cd rhat the death of Lu-
cretia -did ‘no more than occaﬁon, accidentally, the
revolution which happened; for a - haughty, enter-
prizing, bold people, confined within walls, muft ne-
ceffarilystither. {hake off the yoke, or foftcn thc afperity
of xheir manners...

Fromi:the firuation of -things at that tlme, thxs was
the refult, either that Rome fhould change the form of
s government, or continue. for ever a fmall, pocr
maonarchy.

* The fenate named a maglﬂrate in the interregnum, who was to makc
choice of a king, This eleétion was to be confirmed by the people.

Dion, Halicarn, lib. i1, iii. iv.
B 2 Modern



4 GRANDEUR AND DECLENSION  Cruaro1n.

Medern hiftory furhithes us=withia very réfhaiitable
example of witdtiheppened at -ehat rime in Rome y-fdr
as menhave beesicnfible of ithe fais paflione ipall
ages, the oceafions-which give'rilt to'grear: revolutisns
are various; but the taufes are for évefthe fme; v+

AsHen#y VL. f England itrcreafed therpower’ of
the commons, merely to humble the:nobility ;{0 Ser-
vius-Tullius'enlarged the priviléges of the Peoplé, in
order to° deprefs “the fenate : - but -the- peoplegrowing
afterwards bolder; - rumed each of fhw mo:aarchles under
which they-lived.- : SR

No flartering colours have been émployed i the
picture which is Jeft:us of Tarquin'; his name has' not
efcaped any - of -the orators who'declaimed'-againt' ty-
ranny : but-his-condut, beforehis calammes, iwhich it
is evident he forefaw, his gentlenefs ard humanity * xo-
wards the'conquered, his beneficence fo thefoldiers,
the arts by which-he engaged ' fuch numbers- toi! enéea-
vour at his prefervauon, the edifices he: Faifed or the
public ufe, his courage in the fiefd;" the conftanéyand
patience with which’ he bore his" ‘misfortunes; a:twenty
years war he either carried- ofi, of caufed to be ‘¢atritd
on againft the Romans, though ‘deprived-of his ‘king-
dom, and very poor ; thele thmors, and the refources
perpetually found, prove: mamfeﬁ‘ly, that he was -no
contemptible 9erfon RS

The rank -or -place. which pofterity - bcftows, s firb-
ject, as all ‘others are, to'the whim-and- caprice ™ of for-
tune. - Woe to:the reputation of: thdt monarch who'is
oppreﬂ'ed by a party which after becomes the:prévail-
ing one; or'who has endeavoured to de{’troy 2 prcpof~
feffion that furvives him. S

The ‘Romansy after having'- bamﬂued their kmgs,
appointed confiils annually ; acircumftance whith con-
tributed to raife . them to {o ‘exalred a pitch: In the
lives of all princes:there are-certain® periods -of ‘ambi-
rion, and thefe are afterwards fucceeded by other paf-
fions, and even by indolence; but the commonwealth

being

ORISR M s, bt et Y
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being governed by magiftrates who. werﬁehanaed every
y&ary.andiwho, cndcaveurfd to fignalize, ,v;hemlclves in
theit employment,” in the view of -obrajniag. new ones,
ambition had -nOL:A qroment to. lpfe. Hgnc« it was that
thefe mamﬁmte; WTEever pcrfuadmw the fepate to ttir
-up.she people; to. WALy fand pomted otit to them new
enemies. every day.:. ' s

Tthis body (the femte) was mdmed eneugh to do
this. of their own.agcord ; for, bring quite tired of the
complaints’ and dcmards of 'the .people;--thty endea-
voured to remove the occafjon of their difquxet, and to

employ'them in foreign wars.

Now the common peoplc we-e gencreﬂl y. p]eaiéd -with
war; . becaufe a*methdd -had been found to- make it
beneficial to them, by the _]UdlCIOUS dli‘cnbu ion” that
was-made of the. fpmn. -

<Rpme | bemo a city in, which nexther» trac’e nor arts
flourithed, the feveral individuals had no other -way of
enriching. themfelves but by rapine:. -~

. An order and- dlil:aplme was therefore e[‘caol thed in
thc way and manner of pillaging,* and :this: was pretty
near: the 'fame wuh that now praéhfea amonv tbc mh.z-
bgtgnts of Leffer 1 ‘artary. - o o lD s

The plander was laid together, | and afterwards dxf'—
mbutcd AMORE Ehe fn)dkrs not even the -muinuteft
article was [oft, becaufe every man,; before‘,he fet our,

fwore not;to: embczzle any things befides that ‘the Ro-
Nans were, of all nations, -the- mofk: religious obfervers

of oa.ths, thele beingiconfidered . as«;;h@ﬁnews of l’.ht‘lr

Amlhcary dx'c:phne s .

An ﬁne, thofe citizens . wbo ﬁ;ﬂd .g; home, fhared
alfo in the fruits of che viGtory.;ifor: park: of “the con-
quered lands was, .confifcated; andighis:was Tubdivided
into two portions, ane 0f which was fold for the benefit

of the public,.and the ether- divided, by .the common-
‘Wcalnh, Among:. ﬁ!?h citizens s yere.birt; in poor cir-

N
Bepa 5-’;“ SRS MG

&N :
¥ .See PoLyb;us, llh . :

B3 cumftances,



6 GRANDEUR AND :DECLENSION Char. I

cumftances, upon condmon of thmrupaymg a frnall
acknowledgment, - - sOaE L DT

As the confuls had no- orher Way of obtatho ¢he
honour of a trmmph than by ‘a conqticft'or a w&ory,
this made them rufh into the field “with- unpara]lclcd
impetuofity ; they matched direélyto thc cnemy, when
force immediately decided the conteft. - Ll

Rome was therefore engaged indn’ eternal and ever
obftinate war: Now, a nation that is- always *.at war,
and that too from the very frame and effence. of its
government, muft neceffarily be deftroyed, or fubdue
ail other nations ; for, thefe being fometimes -at - war,
and at other timesin peace, could never be o able to
invade otkers, nor fo well prcparcd to defend them-
felves.

By this means the Romans attained 2 perfe& knoW-
ledge in the military arts: In tranfient wars mofb: of
the examples. are loft ; peace fuggefls. different ideas,
and we forget not only our- faults, butcxrcnwr vir-
tues. It

Another confequence of the maxiny df wagmg :pcr-
petual war, was,-that the Romans hever: eopcluded a
péace but when they were victorious ; -and': mdced,, to
what purpofe would it. be to make :an-ignomiiitus
peace with one natxon, and afterwards c'o and mnade
another? W

In thls view, theu' prctenﬁons rofc always in pm-
POI‘IIOH to their defeat; by this they furprized the con-
querdr, and taid themfelves under a grcater nccc[ﬁty of
conquering. ‘

Being for ever obnomous to.’ the mo& fevere ven-
geance, perfeverance-and valour became neceffary.. vir-
tues : and thefe could not be dxﬂmguxihed among them
from felf-love, from the love of one’s family; of one’s
country, and whatever is. dearpﬁ: among ‘mean.

. Tbe Romans “confidered fomgn'rs 4s enendies : Hdﬁxs, aceording to
Varro, De Lingua Lat. lib. iv, fighificd at ﬁrﬁ a fcmgnel who lived ac-
cording to his own laws, -

The

R SR
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«erdihe fameshad happened to Iraly, which befel Ame-
rica in late ages; the natives of the ormer, .quite help-
346 .and difperfed  mp and-down, having refigned  their
habitatians ;to: sDew €OMETS, i,t}wag.,gfggn;vérg’é' peopled
by-three, ifferents, ;patiops, the Tifcans®, the Gauls,
and.the Grecks. . TheGavls bad.no mannet” of rela-
tion or affinity either: with. the Greeks or, fFll@Ii's ; the
Jatter.formed a fociety which hag its. pecular language,
cuffoms’ and-morals ;. and the Grecian' colonies, who
defcended:-from- different nations thag, were often at va-
riance, bad prety feparate interefls, - ..~
~» The world in-that age was not like the worldin ours :
voyages, conqueft, traffick, the etablithment of mighty
ftates, the invention of poft-offices, of the fea compafs,
and of printing ; thefe, with a certain general polity,
have made correfpondence much eafier, and give rife
amang us to an arg called by the name of politics:
every man fees at:one glance whatever. is tranfacted in
the whole univerfe; and if a people difcover but ever
fo little ambition, all the natioas round them are im-
mediately terrified... .. - °
'The ,people. of Italy had + none of thofe engines
whichwere employed in fieges: and further, as the
foldiers. were not_allowed any. flipend, there was no
peflibility of keeping.them long before 2 town or for-
srefs.  Hence it was, that few of their wars were de-
cifive; thefe, fought -from no other:motive, but merely
to.. plander -the eremy’s camp or. his; Jands 5 after
which, . both. the conqueror god the copguered marched
back to their refpetive cities. This circumftance _gave
rife to the frong refiftance .which, the people of Ttaly
made, -and at the.fame time to <he, inflexible refolution

A . . N N
e 3eile P L AR YLD I

%At is not known whether they were originally of that country, or only
a colony ; but Dion. Halicarnaffus is of the forater opifiion; 'lib. i.

+ D. Halicasnaff, declares fo exprefly, lib.ixi and, this : appears by hif-
tory : they ufed to attempt the fcalade of cities with ladders. Ephorus
r:lates that Aytemon the engineer invented large. mazhines 1o batter the
firongeft wall_  Pericles was the firlt who madc iile’of them at the fiege of
Samos, as Plutarch tellsus in the life of that general, - °

B4



s GRANDEUR ANDYDECLENSION ‘CHAP. 1.

thé Réinans forfitd to:fubdue them {his favoured the
Hererwith: vr&ome’s, -which: ndEWay*dePravcd ithmr mb-
;aE andefe chiem- in' dhigis origiialpoverty. <.
oElad the Roinans #nade”a Yapid: couque{’c"*of 'the
neighbouring cities, ‘thiey” would have 'been:in a declin-
ing endition ‘atthe arrival of Pytthusy -of -the-Gduls,
and 'of “Hannibal ; ‘and, by a fate commen to” moft go-
vermments ‘in the 'wcrld, they ‘would have mide teo
quiek 2 tranfition from - povcrcy to nches, and from
riches'to- dépravuy
1But-"Rome, ‘for “ever- &wgglmg, arrd ever meetmg
with obftacles, made other nations tremble at its: power,
and at the fame time was unable”to: extend :it;: "and

exercifid ‘in a-very narrow-compafs of iground,a train

ofovirtues that-were 10. provc of the- moﬁ: fatai canfe-
quence ‘to the wniverfe.. .« [ -~ : 2 Toopal
,>All “the” people of. Itaiy were not. equal!y warlike ¢
thofe wwho inhabited the eaftern. part; asithe Tirentines
and:the: Capuans, :all the. ¢ities of ~€ampaniay add of
Grazcia Major, were quite immer{ed in:indolence: and.
in plcaﬁlrcs' but. the Larins, .the :Hernici, "the:iBa-

bines, 'the }Lqm, and the. Volfeians were' pafionately

fond "of *war :thefe nations - lay round'iRémé; the, re-
fiftance: they ‘made:to that city was idcredible, .and thﬂy

. furpafied chem in - ftubbornefs-and. mﬂembxhuy g G
- The*Latim cities fprung from Alban ¢alenies- whleh'f

wete founded:* by Tatinus Sylvius : - befides theircom-
mon exrra&lon with the ‘Romans; there ~were:-feveral

rites and ceremonies common to -both 5 - and- Servius:

Tylius had:T engaged them tobujld ammple at Roe,
to:{erwe at the center of union of theitwo-nations.Lofing
a‘battle nearthe lake of Regillus, they were fubjected to

an-afliance,and. forced to aﬂ"oc;atc m thc :j: wars “which-

the: Romans- waged. : B I IR T I R T
"% As appears from *he treatife entitled Orngo Gentis Romanz, aleribed
to Aurelius Vidtor. . C o

‘B Halieynall, ~ ' : .
1 Secin D, Halicars @I, lib. vis one of'th’: trcane’s concluded Wzth thm

ptoplc,
It

Uy
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. - Ttowasvenanifelly~fkeny during fehe-fhorg time thae
the tyranhy. of;the: decemyins dafted.» howmuch-the
aggrandizipgﬁﬁf.%dm&g‘,i@@ﬂ#dxﬁmﬁﬁz!.ibcfri\ygz- Fhe
ghvernmient feenied: to havé loft the 1o foul which-ani-
midted evenntgithe.minotelh part: ofrdte- -~ hycirgls
_JiThere remained-at that-time but:twe:forts of people
inzthie.city, thefe:who:fubmittedsto (lavery, -and.-thefe
achosifor their dwnprivate intesoft, -endeavoured: to
enflave the.tefl: The fenarors. withdrew from Rome
as_from a foreign city ; and thc,:jjeigl;fb'gsmzinggpa,—
tionssdid-not meet witl: theileaft-refiftance, from:any
QUATKETe: 1. vfciinosd éreie il 2Ly ol wiiilo i
" T he fenate:haviagfound. means: togive the foldiers
a:sepuldr: &ipend; the fieger of- Neii:was undeitaken,
which lafted tenryears; 1-But.now.a new.art;and a.new
fyftem of war, were feen to arife among thie Romans 2
theirifuecefles were-more fignaliadd confpicuais §:they
.made:a. bécrer:advantage of iahein victoriess. their cons
ruedts were . greaterithey: fentdour xmore; colonied:; :ip.
fine; thetaking of Wedproved. a-kind:of, revdlation.: .
-~ Bur all this.didinorileffen théirtoils: «f, on onefide,
they:atdcked-wich-greater vigoni.the Tpfeans;the: /-
qui,and the 'Volltiaos; for thisvery seafon they werc:a-
baadoned by the Eatins and the Hegoiei their-allies,
who were armeids dfter:: the fame manner, - and oblerved
the: fame difcipline:swith themfelves s this- engaged. the
Fufcans - to »form’ new:alliahcesiyi. and- prompied the-
Samnuites; ithe mofb martial péopla ofi:all:dtaly, 110 :in-
volve:themuin.adurions warso,o o0 eons Lo oo
_oAfter theifoldiess: feceived: pay ;rthe_fenate ng loager
diftributed o them:the! Jands of - the:ennquered. peaple,
upon-whom other ceriditions:were: no!impofed.; ! they
were.ebliged,: for: inftance; i/ topaycthe avmy. a: Gerrain
quota for a time, and to fend fupplies:pf- cloaths -and-
corn, _ o .
Bt SRedfa d an6en) 0370 09 o s w3 g0y e
* Thele iri ¢ of piving written laws to the people,
Gl apon e goveainet, e D Ealiarpal oo

‘ 3 The



10 GRANDEUR AND DECLENSION  Cuar. 1.

;Fhe taking of Rome.by the;Gauls; did no, yvay
feffen its ftrength 3 almoft the whole.. army, which .was
difperfed gather athanwovercome, withdrew to Veiis: the
pepple fheleeredsthemde]ves- in- the adjacent, citiesy,and
-the burning of Rome was no.more. glaan dac fgmmg\ﬁ[c
wsaffcwcot:aﬁes of'; ﬂwpherds, vommednl et g

h“;; PEFTM PO A T

o ‘I.,:l WMLl T C H A P ‘ o '
Dflie&’amce af : Wér’, as p'rdﬁiﬁ’d Zy ?bi Romaﬁ}s. :

<li:

LR R N

,AS the Romans devoted themfelves entirely to wiar,
and tonfidered it as’ the only fmence they therefore
bent | all their thouohts, and "‘the" genrus with' which
they were informed to the improvemerit of it doubt-
lefs a god, fays* Vegetius, mfpxred thtfm thh ‘the 1dea
of the legion.” " M et

“Thiy judged that it would ' be feteffary to 4o the
foldiers who compofed the legion With''weapéns-whes
ther offenfive or defenfive, of a ftmnger and i heavier
kind than thofe of ; any other mation.” =

But as fome things muft be done in' Wir, which a
heavy body is not ablé to execute; “thé Rotmans would
have the legion include within’ 1tfelf a band of" h’&ht
forces, which might iffue from it in” order to provdke
the enemy to battle, or draw ‘back into-it'in cafs ‘of
necellity 5 they alfo would have this legion ftrenprhened
with cavalry, with archers, and " flingers, " to’ ‘plirfue
thofe who fled, and compleat the wittety 5 that it fhotld
be defended by military engines of every kind, -which
it drew after it that every cvcmng thls body ﬂaould

v ‘Ilb 1. Cﬂp-!. . S oo . .

- 4-Seein Pnlyb:us, aﬂd in ]ofej)hus, Debella ]‘udmco, hb. ii. a dcfcrlp-
tion of the arms of the Roman foldiers. Thére is but -little” difference; fays
the latter, between 2 Roman -foldier anid a-loaded "horfe.:«¢ They carfied
£ (fays Cicero) -provifion for fifteeni days, “hécefluies of all forts, and
% Whatever they Thould ‘have‘occafion for in throwing up trenches. Asto
i ;)h(ﬂé arms, they were no ore incumbered with them than wnh their
¢¢ hands,

cnt;ench




Crar. 2. OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 17

entrench itfelf;, and be, as:Vegetius *..obferves, a
kind of dtrong-hold. - * = .. anagn

- But that the Roman. foldiers' might be.able tosxcarry
heavier arms than other men,- ‘it was sneceflary they
fhould :become ‘more:than 'men; and-.this they became
by perpetual labour, which increafed their vigour, - and
by exercifes that gave them an ativity, which is no
more than a juft diffribution of.the firength we are in-
vigorated wich, T S

- Ir.is obferyed.in this age, that the § immoderate
labour which foldiers are obliged to undergo, deftroys
our armies;. and yet, it was by incredible laboyr. that
the Romans; preferved themfelves.  The reafon I take
10 be this ; their toils were continual and upinterrupted,
whereas our foldigrs are ever fhifting from the extremes
of. lahour, to the extremes of idlenefs; thai' which
nothing can poflibly be more deftructive.. P
o+ Lyt here take, notice of what authors”§ relite
concerning. the. training up of - the Roman foldiery.
They: were inured o the military pace, that is, to
walk twenty miles, . and fometimes four and' Twenty,
in five bours,, During thefe marches, they carried
burthens of, threefcore pounds weight ; they habituated
themfelves tg running and leaping, armed cap-a-pee ;
in'thejr §. exercifes they made ufe of fwords, javelins
and arrows, double the weight of common WEapoNs 3
and thefe exercifes were carried on without intermiffion.
. Fhe camp. was. not the only milirary {chool 5 tliere
being, in Roriie, -4 place in which the citizens ufed to

oAb, i.cape g, o 0T S

1 Particularly the thrawisg up of ‘the grcund. o

I See in Vegetius, lib. i. and in Livy, lib, xxvi. the exercifes which
S:ipio Africanus made the foldiers perform after the taking of Carthago
Nova, . Marius.vfed tg go every day to the Campus Maitus, even in his
extieme old age. It,was cuftomiry for Pompey, when filiy eight years
of .age; 40.arm hinyfelf. cap-n-pee, and engage n- fingle combat with the
Roman youths, .He uled.to exgicife himfelf in riding, when he wouid
run with dhe. fwilteft gareer, and bl the javelin,  Plutarch in the lives of
Maiius and;Pomipey. -, - o

4 Vegetius, lib. 5.

W

perform
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peforin éxerciles; (v was the Campus Martius 1) aftér
sheirfatigues * they planged into the ITiber, to 1ad-
+ouftointhemfelves ito  Twimming;” andt cleanfe awa
ahe dolfandfweat; 1 o0 o0 avw odi o) ol
0t Wie* have nowvery- juft’ idea"of 'bodily éxercifes! the
man- who affiduoufly applies: hitnlelf to it, appears:to
‘ws/Tatherin 2’ con’tempfib}é‘f light; ifiafisuch “a¢-‘the far
sreater’part of his-exérciles'have for their 6bject nothing
amaresthan felf-gratification : whercas, among the an>
efents, every exercife, even down to that of dancing,
anadesd part-of ihearr militaryss & 0 s

F oMtk us smoderas’ @ deep’ knowledge in-the ‘ufe:of
warlike -weapons is become. ‘ridiculots{':for fince ithe
<oftom of fingle combats was introduced, fenting-has
deeniregarded as the ftiences:of “quakreHomes fellows-or

cowards. » ERA i s
Thofe who -criticife Homerfor infpiring -his ‘héroes
with firength, -dextetity -and ragility cof body;'fheuld
hold-Salluft ridicufous, *who-celebrates Pompey:. F:f6r
winning;" leaping, -6t tdrrying a-burthen as wellasmany
manof:his time, 3700 o ine 3N Lnad ST
_Whensver-the Romaps -thought! themfelves expofed
to any danger, or were defirous of repairing: fome Jofs,
itiwasa conftant: practice among them to invigblate
and give new- life:to their military dif¢:pline.:. JArechey
engaged in:a war-with the -Latins;a’ peopleno-fels
mastizl:than themfelves.?. Manlius: refleéts. upon the
hef methods:of :fttengthening the: commyind fnithe
fieldly.-and -puts-to : death his-own, fn, >for‘congquering
atithione his orders. < Are they.deféated before: Nuimian-
tia 3 Scipio. Emilianus immediatelyretovesithe fegeral
blandi®bments,> which ~Had enereatéd ithém. . - Have the
Roman legions paffed -.amder: ¢he:iycke'iae: Numedia?
Mete|lus-wipes qwiy theirignominy, <the inftant he"has
obliged:::them: to:irefume their:iancient ‘inRitutions,
gy it s drcb g lemdst v g
"8 Vegetius, lib.i. - A
 t Cum alacribus [altu, cum velocibus curfu com.vafidis yefle cortalats
Fragm. of Salluft by Vegetius, B, i. cap, g AN .
. ' Marius,
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Mharips;thaf hemmay.be enabled -tp vanquith thefm:

bri and -theiTeytores, beginsiby: diveriing the:cousfe
afifrivers i, apd;: Sylla. employg-in {uch- hard tlabour
his foldiers, who were terrified at the.-war whick svias

garrying, on -again(t, Michridatesy «that. they : fwé. for
‘hattle, 10, put an end to-theirhardfhips. . .. s

51 Publius: Naffica; made’ the /Remans build.-a: fleet
«of:dhips,  ata time when they had:no otcafion:fonduch
“a force ;.- thefe people dreaded- idlepefs - more tham an
@,Bfﬂ,’ly-, e . A Bore ea el (v

3

Aulus Gellius + gives no very geod reafons for. the
cuftom..among-the. Romans-of. letting. foldiers -blood
who-had eommisted - a- fault ;. the true reafon is, ‘that
Atrength being the. chief qualification of a foldier; this
avas, the. means-of. &dding not o his weaknefs; -batxo
his difgrace. mo g

s=sThele ‘men- thus inured -were -generally- healthy cand
Vigorous: we-do:not-find by hiftorians, -that the :Re-
#Ban armies, which waged war in. fo.great a.variety of
chimate;: fell:often- 2 prey to.difeafes ; whereas-in the
prefent age we daily fee armies, without once.-ea-
gaging, perith and- aelt away,if 1 may ufe- the ‘ex-
preflion, in a-fingle campaign. .. . N R T s
sslDefertions are wery frequent among us for: this
reafon, becaufe, the. foldiers are the dregs.of .every inas
tign,. and. not; ane -of, them poffefies, . or -thinks chims
felf poffefled. of, a.certain advantage -which givesihim
a fuperiority- over his ( >mrades. .~ But:among; the Ro-
mans; they. were Jefs frequent 5 -.it.. being fearce poffible
that-foldiers,. taifed-from among a people naturally fo
haughty ‘and.imperious, and. {o fure.of ‘commanding
over «others, -dhonld -demean;;themfelves. to fuch a de-
grets: as to cealestooberRomans. o o - v 0 oo
-8 theifiarmiss weremotgreat; they wereeafily fabt
fifted s the commandee had:=a.better opportubity lof
knowing the feveral individuals; and could more

* Frontin. Straragem. lib. i. cap, 17,
+ Lib. x. cap. §.

ea-%i ly
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eafily perceive: the -uatious faulrs aandamrfd;mmneurs
committed by-the:foldtery, i ot ad 1 i Ciicanse
~Fhe: viglence :of: their® emmfes, rand 'thg wo,ndcnﬁx;{
roads they built, ‘erabled:them to.-miake-long and:

peedy%marches ~Their vfsdden. prefenge. damped- die
fpiritssof their-oppolers: they. fhewed- themifslves,,
efpecially: after fome unfortunate eveuty: at:a time-.when
theiteneniies were; in. that ftate of neahgonce whnch
is generally confequent.on victory:

In the battles-fought in our age, every ﬁnolc foldaer
has wery little fﬁtnmy and: confidence; except. in the-
multitude ; ‘but -among:the Romans; .every. individual, -
morexobuft and of -greater exptnence in war, as well
as:more inured to the fatigues of it; :than-his enemy,
relie¢ upon himfelf only.  He - was. naturally endued
with" courage, or in -other words, with. that. virtue
which aifenfibilicy of our own-ftrengghr infpires: v

As no troops in the world were, 1n-any age,. o well
difciplined, it was hardly poffible that in a battle,
how unfortunate foever, but fome Romans muft rally
in one part or other of it3 or, on the other fide, but
thay the enemy muft be. defcated in fome - part, of  the
ficld : and, indeed, we find every where in hiftory, that
whenever -the Romans happened to be overpowered
at the beginning, either by numbers, or the fierce-
nefls of the oq(er, they at laft wrefted the laurel out of
the.¢nemy’s hand.

TJ:c;r chief care was to e'{amme, in what pamcular
theirenemies had an advantage over them, and when
th:sl gas found, they immediately reftified it.- They.
accuftomed themfelves to behold . the ‘blood and ‘the
wourids of the gladiators. The catting fwords * of
the Gauls, and the elephants of Pyrrhus intimidated
them but once, They Prrengthencd chcm cavalry 1— ﬁr&

. The Romans ufed to preﬁm thieir. javelms when the Gauls ﬁruck p:
them with their fwords, and by that means blumed them. . .

t At ihe time that they waired "gam[l the leffer nations ofIta'y, thexr
Fofe was fuperior to that of their enemies, and for this reafon the catalry

were compoled of none but the ableft bodied me., and the moft con-
fiderable
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byvtaking: thebridles from the: horfes, that their im--
petuofizy might be boundlefs ; and afrerwards by. in-
terthixing +therh bwith . Velites* 1 .. when - they. - under-
ftood the:iexcellence: of - thei.:;Spanith. -} .fword, they
quitted their' own foeir. - They-baffled all the:act.of
the-moft-experieiced pilots, by theinvention of an eo~
gine: which -is: deéfcribed: by:.Polybius:: . In fine, - as’
Jofephus obfetves I, war- was a fubject. of medita.,
tion to the Romans, and peace-and-exercife. ...,
If 'any natien boafted, either’ from. nature or . its
inftitution, any peculiar advantage,the Romans;:im-~
medidtely madevufer of itz they:employed cheir-mt-
moft endeavours to -procure -horfes .from Numedia,.
bowmen from Crete; flingers from ‘the Baleares, and
fhips from the Rhodians. o B, sl
~ ‘Toconclude, -no nation in.the world ever prepared.
for war with-fo much wildem, and carried:it.on with:
fo much intrepidity. -
R L T

Gre G CEHUAVPS OL
Tbe Metbods' by which the Romans raifed themfelves -to

Tt Empire..

B R SR T A S S PR

.AS the people of Europe, in this age, have very
near 'the famie drts, the fame arms, the fame dif-
cipline, and the fame manner of making war; -the
prodigiqus fortufie to which the Romans attained,
feems incredible to us. Befides, power is at this time
divided fo difproportionably, that it is not poffible for
a pguy‘"‘&g@Q reifs itfelf, meiely by its owa ftrength,-

derdble dmong the ci'izen€, each’of’ whom had a horfe maintsined ‘at the
public expence.  When, they’ alighted, no-infantry was more formuidable, .
and they very often turped the fcale of viftory.

* Thefe were young men, lightly armed, and the moft nimble of all the
legion, ' ‘Af thelealt fignal thar was given,’ they wouid either leap behind
a horfeman, or fight on foo. Valerius Maximus, lib. ii. Livy, libs xxvi.

+ Fragm, of Polybiys cited by Suidas in the word udyzipa.

1 De bells Judaico, 1ib. ii.

I from
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from' the low condition: in which Providence has
pilaced it.

-.This merits {fome fcﬂe&ions, _otherwife we might

behold feveral events without, being able to account
for them ;' and for want of having a perfetidea of the
different {ituation of things, we (hould believe, in pe-
sufing ancient hiftory, that we view a fet of men dif-
ferent from ourfelves.

Experience has thewn perpetually, that an Euro-

pearr prince who has a million of fubjeéts, cannot,

without deftroying. himfelf, keep up and maintain-

above ten thoufand foldiers ; conlequently, great na-
tions only are pofleffed of . armies.

But the cafe was different anciently with regard to
commonwealths ; for this proportion between the fol-

diers and the reft of -the people, which is now as one -

to an hundred, might, in thofc times, be precty near
as one is to eight.

The founders of ancient commonwealths had made
an equal diftribution of the. lands : this circumftance
alone raifed a nation to power; that is to fay, madeit a

well -regulated fociety. This alfo gave ftrength to its,
armies ; it being cqually the interelt (and this too was’

very great) of every invidual, to exerr himfelf in
defence of -his country. .

When laws were not executed in their full rigour,

affairs returned back to the fame pointin which we now

fee. them. The avarice of fome particular perfons,

and the lavith profufencfs of others, occafioned the
Jands to become the property of a few ; immediately
arts were introduced to fupply the reciprocal wants of
the rich and poor ; by which means there wére but
very few foldiers or citizens feen ; for the revenues of
the lands that had before been employed to fupport

the latter, were now beftowed wholly on flaves and

artificers, who adminiftered to the luxury of the new -

proprictors ; for otherwife the government, which,

how licentious foever it be, muft exift, would have
: ' I been

=

w
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been deftroyed. Bcfore the corruption of the ftate,
the'original reveriues of it were divided among the fol-
diers, tha: is, the Jabourers; after it was corrupted
they’went firft To the rich; who lec them out to faves
and’ attificers, from whom they received by way of tri-. .
bute’ a’part for the mairitenance of the foldiers. And
it was impoflible that’ people of this caft thould ‘be
good  foldicrs, they being cowardly and abjeét; “al-
ready corrupted by the luxury of cities, and often by
the ‘veéry art they profifled ; pot to mention, that as
they"could not "ptopérly call any country their own,
and regped the fruits of their induftry’in every clime,
they had very little cither to lofe ar Keep.

In the furvey* of the'people of Rome, fome time af-
ter the” :xpu}ﬁon of the Kings, and in that taken by
Demetrins Phalerebs - at Athens, the number of inha-
bitants was found neariy equal ; Romg had four hun-
dred forty thodfand; “Athens four hundred thirty-one
thouf;md _But the furvey at Rome was made at the
time whenits cfcabhl'mnent was come to maturity, and
that of ‘Athens ‘when ‘it was qujte carrupt. We find
that the mimber of* cinzens .growh up to manhood,
made 2t Rom¢ a fougth part of its mhabr;ants, and at
Athens a'little Iefs"than the twentiéth ; the ftrength of
Ronie, therefore, to that of “Athens, was at thele dif-
ferenc times almo& as four to gwenty, ‘that is, it was
five times largef” * -

Agis “dnd- Cl“eomtnes"‘obfcrving, thgt inftead of
thireythotifand citizens,” (for fo many werg at Sparfa
in Lycur’ghss trme) ‘thiere ‘wéré ‘but” feven” hundred,
fcarce a’ huqdred of whom werg' oﬂ"*ﬁ‘éd of lands;
and‘that"alf the reft“were no'mote than'a ‘Eowardly po-
pulacé’: ‘they undertodk ‘fo revive the 1aws ‘enatted on
this® occaﬁon §* dnd jfrom that” pérrod Lacedxmoma

el jORY _",'

* ',Tlus is xhg Sfrvey, mengoqubymapmﬁg; of Hahpamaﬁ'eua, Jib. ix. .
ait. 2’5, and"which feems 16 me to be the fame be fpeaks of at the end of
his fixth-book, ‘made fix yedss &ﬂer the éxpuiﬁén of thié kmgs.

+ Cteﬁcltsm Athenzusy libivio o .

1 Seé Poutarchs hfe of Cleoments.

Vou; 111, C recovered
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recovered its former power, and again became formi-
* dable to all the Greeks.

It was the equal diftribution of lands that at f &t
enabled Rome to foar above its humble condition 5 and
this the Romans were ftrongly fenfible of in their cor-
rupted ftate.

This commonwealth was confined to narrow bounds,
when the Larins, having refufed to fuccour them with
the troops which had been * ftipulated, ten legions
were prefently raifed in the city only : fcarce ar this
time, fays Livy, Rome, whom the whole univerfe is
not able to contain, could levy fuch a force, were
an enemy to appear fudcenly under its wall : a fure in-
dication that we have not rifen in power, and have only
increafed the luxury and wealth which incommode us.

Tell me, would Tiberius Gracchus fay + to the no-
bles, which is the moft valuable charaéter, that of a
citizen or of a perpetual flave ; who is moft ufeful, a fol-
dier, or a man entirely unfit for war ? will you, merely
for the fake of enjoying a few more acres of land than
th= reft of the citizens, quite lay afide the hopes of
-conquering the reft of the world, or be expofed to fee
yourfelves difpoffefled by the enemy, of thofe very
lands which you relufe us ?

CHAUP 1V

Of the Gauls. Of Pyrrhus. Parallel between Carthage
and Rome.  The War of Hannibal.

THE Romans were engaged in feveral wars againft
the Gauls : a thirft of glory, a contempt of death, and
an inflexible refolution of conguering, were equal in
buth narions, but the weapons they ufed were different ;

the bucklers of the latter was {mall, and their fwords g

* Livy, 1 decad. lib, vii. This was fometime after the taking of Rome,
under the confulfh p of L. Furius Camillus, and App. Claudius Craffus.

+ Appian,
3 unfi
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unfic for execution; and, indeed, the Gauls were cut
to pieces by the Romans, much after the fame man-
ner as the Mexicans, in thefe latter ages, by the Spa-
niards ; and a furprizing circumftance is, that though
thefe people were combating perpetually with the Ro-
mans, they yet fuffered themfelves to be deftroyed one
after another, without their ever being fenfible of, en-
quiring after, or obviating the caufe of their calamities.

Pyrrhus invaded the Romans at a time when they
were ftrong enough to oppofe the power of his arms,
and to be taught by the victories he obtained over
them : from him they learned to entrench themfelves,
as alfo the choice and proper difpofition of a camp; he
accuftomed them to elephants, and prepared them foi
mightier wars.

The grandeur of Pyrrhus was confined merely to his
perfonal qualities. Plutarch * informs us, that he
was obliged to begin the war of Macedonia, from his
inability to ‘maintain any longer the Tix thoufand foot,
and five hundred horfe in his fervice. = This prince,
fovereign of a fmall country, which has never made the
leaft fgure fince his time, was a military rambler,
.who was continually forming new enterprifes, becaufe
he could not fubfift but by enterprizing.

_ Tarentum, bhis ally, had much degenerated from
the inflitution of the Laced®monians, her anceftorst.

- He might have done gréat things with the affiftance of

the Samnites ; but they were almoft quite dcitroyed by
the Romans.

As the Carthagenians grew wealthy fooner than the
Romans, fo they were fooner corrupted : thus whilft at
Rome, public employments were made the reward of
virtue only, and no other emolument accrued from
them than honour, and a preference in toils; at Carthage,
the feveral advantages which the public can beftow on
particular perfons were venal, and every fervice done

by fuch perfons, was there paid by the public.
*® In his life of Pyrrhus. c + Juftln. lib. xx.°

2 A mo-
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A monarchy is not dragged nearer to the brink of
ruin by the tyranny of a prince, than a commonwealth
by a lukewarmnefs and indifference for the gencral good.
The advantage of a free ftate is, that the revenues are
employed in’it to the beft purpofes; but where does
not the reverfe of this happen! Theadvantage of a free
ftate is, that it admits of no favourites 3 but when the
contrary is feen, and inftead of the firiends and rela-
tions of a prince, great fertunes are amafled for the
friends and relations of all perfons who have any fhare
in the government ; in this cafe an univerfa! ruin muft
enfue’; the laws are then eluded more dangeroufly,
than they are infringed by a fovereign prince, who being
always the greateft citizen in the flate, is moft con-
cerned to labour at its prefervation.

By the conftant practice of ancient cuftoms and man-
ners, and a peculiar ufe that was made of poverty, the
fortunes of all the people in Rome were very near upon
a level; but in Carthage, fome particular perfons boafted
* the wealth of kings.

The two prevailing fattions in Carthage were fo
divided, that the one was always for pedce, and the
other always for war ; by which means it was impof-
fible for that city, either to enjoy the one, or engage
in the other to advantage. '

In Rome, ¥ war immediately united the feveral in-
terefts; bur in Carthage it divided them {till more.

* Hannibal's prefence put an end to all the feuds and divifions which
till then prevailed among the Romans ; but the prefence of Scipio irritated
thofe which already fubfifted among the Caithaginians, 20d thackled, as
it were, the ftrength of the city ; for the common people now grew diffi~

dent of the genérals, the fenate, and the great men ; and ‘this made the .

people more furious,  Appian has given us the hiftory of this war, car~
ried on by the firft Scipio.

[Polybius tells us, that there was this inconveniency at Carthage in the
fecond Punick war, that the fenate had loft-almofl all their authority, We
are informed by Livy, that when Hannibal returned to Carithage, he found
that the magiftrates and the principal citizens had abufed their power, and
¢onverted the public revenues to their own emolument.  The virtue there-
{ore of the magiRtrates, and the authority of the fenate, both fell at the
fame time; and all was owing to the fame canfes, the diffolution of prm-
ciples. .L'Efprit des'Loix, lib. viil, chap, 14.] I I

n
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In a monarchy, feuds and divifions are eafily quicted,
becaule the prince is invefted with a coercive power to
curb both parties ; but they are moft lafting in a com-
monwealth, becaufe the evil generally feizes the very
power which only could have wrought a cure.

In Rome, which was governed by laws, the people
entrufted the fenate with the management of affairs 3
bug in Carthage, which was governed by fraud and
diffolutenefs, the people would themfelves tranfact all
things. : .

Cgarthage, in warring with all its riches againft the
poverty of Rome, had a difadvantage in this very cir-
cumflance ; for gold and filver may be exhaufted, but
virtue, perfeverance, ftrength, and poverty are inex-
hauttible. ,

The Romans were ambitious through pride, and the
Carthaginians through avarice ; the former would com-
mand, the latter amafs ; and thefe, whofe minds were
wholly turned to traffick, perpetually cafting up their
income and expences, never engaged in any war from
inclination, :

The lofs of battles, the decreafe of a people, the
decay of trade, the conlumption of the public treafure,
the infurre€tion of neighbouring nations, might force
the Carthagisians to fubmit to the fevereft terms of
peace : bur Rome was not fwayed by the confideration
of bleffings or calamiries, being determined by no other
motive but its glory; and as the Romans were per-
fuaded they could not exift without commanding over
others, neither hopes nor fears of any kind could pre-
- vall with them to conclude a peace, ghe conditions of

TN B S T

g which were not prefcribed by themfelves.
% .Nothing is fo powerful as a commonwealth, in which

he laws are exactly obferved ; and this not from fear
%nor from reafon, but from a paflionate impulfe, as in
* Rome and Lacedzmon 3 for then the wifdom of a good
Jegiflature is unived to all the ftrength a faction could
3 poffibly boaft.
> C 3 The

>
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The Cathaginians made ufe of foreign forces, and
the Romans employed none but their own, As the
latter had never confidered the vanquithed but merely
as fo many inftruments for future triumphs, they made
foldiers of the feveral people they conquered ; and the
greater oppofition thofe made, the more worthy they
judged them of being incorporated into their republic..
Thus we find the Samnites, who were not fubdued till
after four and twenty triumphs*, became auxiliaries
to the Romans ; and fome time before the fecond Punic
war, they raifed from among that nation and their al-
Jies -+, that is, from a country of little more extent
than territories of the Pope and Naples, feven hundred
thoufand foot, and feventy thoufand horfe to oppofe
the Gauls. ‘

In the height of the fecond Punic war, Rome had
always a ftanding army of twenty-two or twenty-four
Jegions 5 and yet it appears by Livy, that at this time
the cenfus, or general furvey, amounted to but about
¥37,000 citizens,

The Carthaginians employed a greater number ot
troops in invading others, and the Romans in defend-
ing themfelves ; the latter armed, as we have juft now
feen, a prodigious multitude of men to oppofe the
Gauls and Hannibal who invaded them ; and they fent
out no more than two legions againft the moft power-
ful kings; by which means their forces were inex-
hauttible,

Carthage was not fo ftrong from its fituation, as
Rome from the {pot on which it ftood : the latter had
thirty colonies I round i, all which were as fo many
bulwa ks. Thee Romans were never abandoned by
one of their allies till the battle of Cannz ; the reafon
is, the Samnites and other nations of ltaly were ufed

to their {overeignry,

# Flor. lib_ 1,

+ See Polybius. Acco:ding to the epitome of Florus they raifed three
bun ‘red thoufand men out ¢f the city apd amopg the Latjns,

§ See Livy, lib. xxvii, i

As
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As moft of the cities of Africa were poorly fortified,
they prefently furrendered to the firft enemy that ap-
peared under their walls; fo that Agathocles, Regulus,
Scipio, in a word, all who made a defesnt cn thofe
places, immediately fpread defpair through all Car-
thage,

We can afcribe to nothing but to an evil adminiftra-
tion, the feveral calamities which the Carthaginians
{uffered during the wholz war that Scipio carricd on
againft them ; their city*, and even their armics were
famifhed, at the fame time that the Romans enjoyed a
profufion of all trings.

Among the Carthaginians, the armics which had
been defeated, grew more infolent upon it, infemuch
that they fometimes ufed to crucify their generals, pu-
nithing them in this manrer for their own cowardice,
Among the Romans, the conful, after punithing fuch
foldiers as had fled from their colours, by a * cecima-
tion, marched the furviving forces againft the enemy,

The government of the Carthiginians was vaftly
oppreflive +: They had trampled fo much upon the
Spaniards, that, when the Romans arrived among
them, they were conlidered as their deliverers ; and if we
refle€t upon the immenfe fums it coft the Carthaginians
to maintain, in that country, a war which proved fatal
to them, it will appear that injuftice is very improvi-
dent, and is not miftrefs of all fhe promifes.

The founding of Alexandria had very much leflened
the trade of Carthage. In the firft ages, fuperftition
ufed to banifh, in fome meafure, all foreigners from
Egypt; and after the Perfians had conquered this

* See Apian, lib. Libycus. .

T This pumfbment which wes inflited on thofe who had ren from
theis coleurs, on mutineers, &c. was thus: The names of all the crimi-
nals being put together in a veflel or fhield, were aftetwaids diawn out,
every tenth man being to die without reprieve, By this means, though all

were not put 10 death, yet all were terrified into obedience. Note by the
tranflator,

1 See what is related by Polybius concerning their exallions.

C4 kingdom,
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kingdom, they had bent their whole thoughts to the
weakening of their new fubjets ; but under the Gre-
cian monarchs, Egypt poffefied almoft the whole com-
snerce of the univerfe*, and that of Carthage began to
decay.

Such powers as are eftablithed by commerce, may
{ubfift for a long feries of years in their humble condi-
tion, but their grandeur is of fhort duration ; they
rife by little and little, and in an imperceptible man-
ner, for they do not perform any particular exploit
which may make a noife, and fignalize their pawer :
But when they have once raifed themfelves to (o exalted
a pitch, that it is impoffible but all muft fee them,
every one endeavours to deprive this nation of an ad-
vantage which it had fnatched, as it were, from the
reft of the world.

The Carthaginian cavalry was preferable to that of
the Romans for thefe two reafons ; firft, becaufe the
horfes of Numidia and Spain were better than thofe
of Italy; fecondly, becaufe the Roman eavalry was
but indifferently provided with arms ; for the Romans,
as 1 Polybius informs us, did not introduce any change
on this occafion, till fuch time as they fought in
Greece.

In the firft Punic war, Regulus was defeated as foon
as the Carthaginians made choice of plains for their
cavalry to engage in; and in the fecond, } Hannibal
owed his moft glorious viétories to the Numidians.

Scipio, by the conqueft of Spain and the alliance
he' made with Mafiniffa, deprived the Carthaginians of
this fuperiority: The Numedian cavalry won the bat-
tle of Zama, and put an end to the war.

The Carthaginians had greater experience at fea,
and were better fkilled in the working of fhips than

* [See more of tHis hereafter in chap. vi.] + Book vi.

1 The circumftance which gave the Romuns an oppostunity of raking”

a lirtle breath in the fecond Punic war, was this, .whole bo fics of Numi.
dian caraliy went over into Scicily and Italy, and there joined them,
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the Romans: But this advantage feems to have been
Iefs in thofe ages than it would be in the prefent.

As the ancients had not the ufe of the fea-compafs,
they were confined almoft to coafting ; and indeed they
had nothing but gallies, which were fmall and fat-
bottomed ; moft roads were to them as fo many har-
bours; the knowledge of their pilots was very narrow
and contracted, and their tackle extremely fimple.
Their art itfelf was fo imperfeft, that as much is now
done with an hundred oars, as in thofe ages with a
thoufand.

Their larger veffels had a difadvantage in this, that
being moved with difficulty by the crew of galley-
flaves, it was impoflible for them to make the neceflary
evolutions, Mark Antony experienced this, in the
moft fatal manner, at Aé¢tium; for his fhips were not
able to move about, when attacked on all fides by the
lighter veffels of Auguftus,

As the ancients ufed nothing but galleons, thé
lighter vefels eafily broke the oars of the greater ones,
which were then but as fo many unwieldy, immove-
able machines, like modern fhips when they have loft
their mafts. .

Since the invention of the fea-compafs, different
methods have been employed ; oars * have heen laid
afide 5 . the main ocean has been vifited, great thips have
béen built 3 the machine has become more complicated,
and the practices have been multiplied.

The difcovery of gun powder has occafioned a cir-
cumftance ope would no way have fufpe@ed, which
is, that the ftrength of fleets depends more than ever
upon art; for in order to refift the-fury of the cannon,
and prevent thie being expofed to a fuperior fire, it was
neceffary to build vreat fhips; but the power of the
art muft be propoitioned to the bulk of the machine. .

* Hence we'may judge of the imperfe&ion of the antient navies, fince
we have laid aide a pratlice in which we had fe much fuperiority over

them,
The
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The {fmall veflels of the antients ufed often to grap-
ple fuddenly with one another, on which occafion the
foldiers engaged on both fides: A whole land-army
was fhipped on board a fleet. In the fea-fight won by
Regulus and his colleague, an hundred and thirty thou-
fand Romans fought againft an hundred and fifty thou-
fand Carthagenians : At that time foldiers were looked
upon as confiderable, and artifts the very reverfe ; but
in thefe ages, the foldiers are confidered as a little or
nothing, and aftifts the very contrary*.

A firong proof of .the difference is, the victory won
by Duillius the conful : The Romans were totally igno-
rant of navigation ; when a Carthaginian galley hap-
pening to be franded on their coaft, ferved them as a
mode! for the building of others: In three months
time their failors were trained, their fleet was complete-
ly fitted out; the Romans pur to fea, came up with
the Carthaginians, and defeated them.

In this age, the whole life of a prince is fcaice fuf-

ficient for the raifing and equipping a ravy, capable
to make head againft a power already poffeffcd of the
empire of the fea: This perhaps may be the only
thing which money cannot of itfelf effeét ; and though
a great + monarch in our days fucceeded immediately
in an attempt of this kind, experience has proved to
others §, that fuch an example is to be admired rather
than imitated,
-, The fecond Punic war made fo much noife in the
world, that it is known to every one: When we fur-
vey attentively the croud of obftacles which ftarted up
before Hannibal, and refle&t, that this extraordinary
man furmounted them all, we view the moft auguft
fpeftacle that antiquity can pofiibly exhibit.

Roine was a miracle in conftancy and refolution af-
ter the battles of Ticinus, of Trebia, and Trafymenus ;
after the defeat at Cannz, which was ftill more fatal

See L'Efprit des Loix, 1. xxi. c. 9. .
+ Lewis X1V, 1 Spain and Mufcovy,
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to them, though they faw themfclves abandored by
moft of the nations in Iraly, yet they would not fue
for peace 3 and for this reafon, the fenate rever once
receded from their ancient maxims: They conduéted
therm:felves towards Hannibal, in the fame manner as
they had before behaved with regard to Pyrrhus, to
whom they refufed all terms of accommodation, till
fuch time as he fhould leave Iraly; and Dionyfius
Halicarnaffeus * informs us, that, when Coriolanus
was treating with the Romans, the fenate declared
they would never infringe their ancient cuftoms ; that
their people could not conclude a peace fo long as the
eremy fhould continue in their territories ; but that in
cafe the Volfcians would think ft to retire, they then
fhould agree to any terms that were juft and rea-
fonable. :

Rome was faved by the ftrength and vigour of its
inftitution ; after the battle of Cannz, their very wo-
men were not allowed to fhed tears ; the fenate refufed
to ranfom the prifoners, and fent the miferable remains
of the army to carry on the war in Scicily, unrecom-
penfed, and deprived of every military honour, till
fuch time as Hannibal was driven .out of Italy.

On the other fide, Terentius Varro the conful had
fled ignominioufly as far as Venufia: This man, whole
extrattion was very mean, had been raifed to the
cenfulthip merely to mortify the nobles. However,
the fenate would not enjoy the unhappv triumph;
They faw how ncceflary it was for them to gain the
confidence of the people on this occalion ; they there-
fore went out to meet Vario, and returned him thanks
for not defpairing of the fafety of the commonwealth.

It is commonly not the real lofs fuftained in a barttle
(that of the flaughter of fome thoufand men) which
proves fatal to a ftate, but the imaginary lofs, the

* Antiq. Rom. lib. viii, 1
gcnera
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general damp, which deprives it even of that I’crength
and vigour which fortune had left it.

Some things are afferted by all men, becaufe they
have been afferted once: It is thought Hannibal,
committed an egregious error, in not laymo' fiege to
Rome after the battle of Cannze : It muft be conteffed,,
that the inhabitants of the former were at firlt feized
with a panic ; but then the furpnze and dread of a
martial people, which always turas to bravery, is not
like that of a defpicable populace, who are fenfible to
nothing but their weaknefs: A proof Hannibal would
not have fucceeded 15, that the Romans were ftill
powerrul enough to fend fuccours where any were
wanted,

It is alfo faid, that Hannibal was greatly overfeen,
in marching his army to Capua, where his foldiers’
enervated. themficlves ; but people who makc thefe af-
fertions fhould confider, that they do not go back to
the true caufe of it: Would not every place have
proved a Capua to a body of men, who had enriched
themfelves with the fpoils of fo many vitories ? Alex-
ander, whole army confilted of his own fubjects, made
ufe, on the like occafion, of an expedxc.nt which Hap-
nibal, whofe army was compofed wholly of merce-
naries, could not employ ; and this was, the fctting
fire to the baggage of his foldiers, and burning all their
wealth. and his own. .We are told that Kouli Khan,
after’ his conqueft of the Indies, left to the fhare of
each foldier no more than one hundred and fifty filver

roupees.
The very conquefts of Hannibal began to change the

fortune of the war: He did not reccive any fuccours
from Carthaoe, either by the jealoufy of one party*,

* [How was it peffible for Carthage to maintain her ground ? When -
Hannibal, upon his being prator, axtemptr.d to hinder the magiftra'es
from plundermg the republic, did they not complam of him to the Ro-
mans ?. Wretches, that wanted to be citizens without a city, and to be
beholden £ their riches to their very deftroyers t  L"Ejprit des Loix, 1. iiis
c. 3. See likewifel, x. c.6.]

ar



Cuar.5. OF THE RQMAN EMPIRE, 29

or the too great confidence of the other: So long as he
kept his whole army together, he always defeated the
Romans; but when he was obliged to put garrifons
into cities, to defend his allies, to befiege firong holds,
or prevent their being befieged, he then found himfelf
too weak, and Joft a great part of his army by piece-
meal. Conquefts are eafily made, becaufe we achieve
them with our whole force; they are retained with
difficulty, becaufe we defend them with only a part of
our forees, ' ' R

CHAUP V.

The State of Greece, of Macedonia, of Syria, gnd of
Egypt, after the Depreffion of Carthage.

I IMAGINE Hanniba! did not abound in witticifms,
efpecially in favour of Fabius and Marcellus againft
himfelf. T am forry to fee Livy ftrew his flowers on
thefe encrmous coloffufes of antiquity : I with he had
done like Homer, who negle@s embellithing them,
and knew fo well how to put them in motion.

Befides, what Hannibal is made to fpeak, ought to
have common fenfe: but if, on hearing the defeat of
his brother, he faid publicly, that it was the prelude
of the ruin of Carthage; could any thing have a
greater tendency to drive to defpair a people, who had
placed their confidence in him, and to difcourage an
army which expeted fuch high recompences after
the war? -

~ As the Carthaginians loft every battle they fought,

either in Spain, in Sicily, or in Sardinia; Hannibal,
whofe enemies were fortifying themfelves inceffantly,
whillt very inconfiderable reinforcements weré fent
him, was reduced to the neceflity of engaging.in a de-
fenfive war : This fuggefted to the Romans the defign
of making ‘Africa the feat of war: Accordingly Scipio

: - " went
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went into that part of the world, and fo great was his
fuccefs, that the Carthaginians were forced to recal
from Italy,” Hannibal, who wept for grief at his fur-
rendering to the Romans thofe very plains, in which
he had fo often triumphed over them.

Whatever is in the power of a great general and a
great foldier to perform, all this Hannibal did to fave
his country : Having fruitlefsly endeavoured to bring
Scipio to pacific terms, he fought a battle, in which
fortune feemed to delight in confounding his ability,
his experience and good fenfe.

Carthage received the conditions of peace, not from
an enemy, but from a fovereign ; the citizens of it ob-
liged themfelves to pay ten thoufand talents in fifty
years to give hoftages to deliver up their fhips and
elephants, and not to engage in any war without the
confent of the Romans ; and in order that this repub-
lic might always continue in a dejected ftate, the victors
:heightened the power of Mafiniffa, its irreconcileable
enemy.

After the depreflion of Carthage, the Romans were
fcarce engaged but in petty wars, and obtained mighty
victories ; whereas before they had obtained but petty
victories, and been engaged in mighty wars.

There were in thofe times two worlds, as it were,
feparate from each other; in one, the Carthaginians
and Romans fought, and the other was thaken by the
feuds and divifions which had fublifted ever fince the
death of Alexander: In the latter, no regard was had*®
to the tranfattions of the weftern warld : For though
Philip, king of Macedon, had concluded a treaty with
Hannibal, yet very little refulted from it; and this
monarch, who gave the Carthaginians but very incon-
fiderable fuccours, juft thewed the Romans that he bore
them a fruitlefs ill-will,

* Tt is furpiizing, as Jofephus obferves in his treatife againft Appion,
that neither Herodotus nor Thucydides make the leaft mention of the Ro-
mans, though they had been engaged in fuch mighty wars,

When
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When two mighty people are feen to wage a long
and obftinate war, it is often ill policy to imagine that
it is fafe for the reft of the world to continue as fo
many idle fpeQators, for whichfoever of the two peo-
ple triumphs over the other, engages immediately in
new wars 3 and a nation of foldiers marches and invades
nations who are but fo many citizens.

This was very manifefl in thofe ages; for fcarce
had the Romans fubjeéted the Carthaginians, but they
immediately invaded other nations, and appeared in
all parts of the earth, carrying on an univerfal invafion.

There were at that time in the eaft but four powers
capable of making head againft the Romans; Greece,
the kingdoms of Macedonia, Syria and Egypt: we
muft take a view of the condition, at that time, of the
two firft of thofe powers; becaufe the Romans began
by fubjeting them.

There were three confiderable people in Greece, the
ZErolians, the Achaians, and the Beeotians ; thefe were
fo many affociations formed by free cities, which had
their general affemblies and magiftrates in commen.
The Aitolians were martial, bold, rafh; greedy of gain,
very lavith of their promifes and oaths; in fine, a
people who warred on land in the fame manner as
pirates do at fea, The Achaians were incommoded
perpetually by troublefome neighbours or defenders.
The Beeotians, who were the moft heavy people of all
Greece, but at the fame time the wifeft, lived gene-
rally in peace; guided entirely by a fenfation of hap-
pinefs and mifery, they had not genius enough to be
either roufed or mifguided by orators. What is moft
extraordinary, their republic fubfifted even in the midft

of anarchy*.

. ¥ The magiftrates, to pleafe the multitude, did not open the courts of
juftice: and the dying bequeathed their effeéls to their friends, to be laid
out in feafts. See a fragment of the xxth book of Polybiu , in the Extra#
of Virtues and Vices.

Lacedz-
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Lacedemon had preferved its power, by which I
mean that warlike fpirit which the inftitutions of Ly-
curgus infpired. The Theflulians were, in fome mea-
fure, enflaved by the Macedonians. The Illyrian kings
had already been very much depréfied by the Romang.
The Acarnanians and Athamanes had been cruelly in-
fefted by the troops of Macedon and ZErolia fuccef-
fively. The Athenians¥, weak in themfelves and un-
fupported by 1 allies, no longer aftonithed the world,
‘except by the flatteries they Javithed on kings;; and
the orators no more afcended the roftra where Demof-
thenes had harangued, unlefs to propofe the bafeft and
moft feandalous decrees.

Befides, Greece was formidable from its fityation,
its ftrength, the multitude of its cities, the great pum-
ber of its foldlers, its polity, manners and laws ; the
Greeks delighted in war 3 they knew the whole art of
it; and, had they united, would have been invincible,

They indeed have been terrified by the firft Phili
by Alexander, and by Antipater, but not fubdue
and the Kings of Macedon, who cotild not prevawl
with themfelves "to lay afide their pretenfions and
their hopes, made the moft obftmatc attempts to en-
flave them.

The greateft part of Macedonia was furrounded
with inacceffible mountains; the’ inhabitants of ‘it were
formed by nature for war; couraveous, ‘obedient, in-
duftrious, and indefatigable ; and thefe qualuxrs muft
neceﬁ‘anly have been owing to the climate, fince rhe
natives of it are, to this day, the beft foldiers in the

Turklfh empire.

* [Juitin lib. vi. attributes the extinGtion of Athenian virtue to the
.death of Epaminondas. Having no further emulaticn, the) fprent_ their
revenues in feafts, frequentius canam quan caftra wifentes.  Then it was
that the Macedonians emerged out of obfcurny LE_/}!:': de  Laix,
1, viii. ¢. 6,]

+ They were not engaged in any alliance wnh the other nations of
Greece,  Polyb, Lib, vii.
Greece
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Greece maintained itfelf by a kind of balarce: the
Lacedzmonians were generally in alliance with the
Zrolians, and the Macedonians with the Achaians;
but the arrival of the Romans quite deftroyed the
equilibrium.

As the kings of Macedonia were not able to main-
tain a large'body of troops, the leaft lofs was of con-
fequence to them; befides, it was difficult for thefe
monarchs to aggrandize themfelves; becaufe, as their
ambitious views were not unknown, other nations
kept a watchful eye over every ftep they took; and
the fucceffes they obtained in the wars undertaken for
the fake of their allies, was an evil which thefe very
allies endeavoured immediately to remedy.

But the kings of Macedonia generally poffefied great
talents ; their monarchy was not lke thofe which pro-
ceed for ever in the fame fteps that were taken at
the foundation of them; inftrudted perpetually by
dangers and experience, involved in all the difputes
of Greece, it was neceflary for them either to bribe
the principal magifirates of cities, to raife a mift be-
fore the eyes of nations, or to divide or unite their
interefts; in a word, they were obliged to expole, every
moment, their perfons to the greateft dangers.

Philip, who in the beginning of his reign had won
the love and confidence of the Greeks by his mode-
ration, changed on a fudden; he became * a cruel
tyrant, at a time when he ought to have behaved with
juftice, both from policy and ambition : he faw though
at a diftance, the Romans poffeffed of numberlefs
forces; he had concluded the war to the advantage of
his allies, and was reconciled to the ZArolians : it was
natural he thould now endeavour to unite all the Greeks
with himfelf, in order to prevent the Romans from
fettling in their country ; but fo far from this, he ex-
afperated them by petty ufurpetions ; and trifled away

* Sce Pulyb, who relates the unjuft and cruel a&tions by which Phlip
loft the fasour of the people.

Ver. 11, D hie
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his time in examining affairs of little or no confequence,
at a time when his very exiftence was endangered :
by the comwmiffion .of ‘thiee or four :evil atious,. he
made himfclf odious and deteftable to:all Greece.

The Alolians were moft - exalperated, and the Ro-
mars {natching the .opportunity .of their refentment,
or rather of their folly, made an -alliance with them,
entered Greece and armed it againft Philip. This prince
was defeated at the battle of Cynocephalz, and the
vi€tory was partly gained by the valourof the Arolians:
fo much was he intimidated: upon this, that he coacluded
a treaty, which was. not fo properly a peace, as the
revouneing his own' ftrength ; for' he evacuated his
garrifons in all .Greece, delivered ap his fhips, and
bound himfelf under an obligation of paying a thou-
fands talents in ten years.

Polybius compares, with his-ufual good' fenfe, the
difpofition of the Roman armies with- that of the Ma-
cedonians, which was obfcrved by all the kings who
fucceeded Alexander : he points out the conveniencies,
as well as inconveniencies, of thé. phalanx and-of the
legion : he prefers the difpofition ufed by the Romans,
in which he very probably was right, fince all the bat-
tles fought at that time {hew it to have been prefer-
able. h

A circumftance thch had contnbuted very much
to the danger to which the Romans.were expofed. in
the fecond Punic war, was Hannibal’s prefently, arm-
ing his foldiers after- the Roman manner 3 but the
Greeks did not «change either their arms or their way
of fighting ; and could not prevail with themfelves to
lay afide cuftoms, by the obfervance of wluch they had
p»xformed fuch mxghty things. -

T'he fuccefs which the Romans obtamed over Philip,
was the greateft ftep they ever took towards a general
conqueft : to make fure of Greece, they employed all
methods poffible to deprefs the-Ztolians, by whofe

afliftance they had been viftorious: they ordained,
' more-

POISIET;  qieagmmo s 45 & pes s
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moreover, that every city of Greece which had been
fubject to Philip, or any other fovereign prince, fhould
trom that time be governed by its own laws:

It is very evidenr, that thefe petty commonwealths
muft neceffarily be dependent : the Greeks abandoned
themfelves to a ftupid joy, and fondly -imagined they
were really free, becaufe the Romans had declared them
1o be:fo, :

THe Atolians, who had imagined they fhould bear
fway in Greece, finding they had only brought them-
felves under fubjeftion, were feized with the deepeft
grief; and as they had- always formed defperate refo-
lutions, they invited; in order to corret one extrava-
grance by another, Antiochus king of Syria into Greece,

" in the fame manner as they had before invited the
- Romans.
. Thekings of Syria were the moft powerful of all
! Alexander’s fucceflors, they being poficfled of almoft
© all the dominions of Darius, Egypt excepted ; but by
; the concurrence of feveral circumftances, their power
¢ had been much weakened. Seleucus, who founded
' the -Syrian empire, had deftroyed, towards the latter
; end of his life, the kingdom of Lyfamachus. During
: the feuds and diftracions, feveral provinces took up
¢ arms; the kingdom of Pergamus, of Capadocia, and
: of Bithynia ftarted up; but thefe petty, fearful ftates,
always confidered the depreffion of their former. mafters
as the making of their own fortune.
As the kings of Syria always beheld, with a moft

. invidious eye, the felicity of the kingdom of Egypt,
; they bent their whole thoughts to the conqueft of that
; country 3 by this means, negletting the eaft, they
- were difpofleffcd of feveral provinces there, and but
¢ indifferently obeyed in the reft. ‘

: Infine, the kiogs of Syria poffleffed upper and lower
. Afia;;” but experience has fhewn, that in this cafe, whea
; the capital city and the chief forces are in the lower
i provinces of Afia, there is no poffibility of maintaining

; D2 the
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the upper ones; and on the contrary, when the feat
of the empire is in the upper provinces, the monarch
weakens himfelf by maintaining the lower ones. Nei-
ther the Perfian nor Syrian empires were ever {o pow-
erful as that of the Parthians, though thefle reigned
over but part of the provinces which formed the do-
minions of thofe two powers. Had Cyrus not con-
quered the kingdom of Lydia, had Seleucus continued
in Babglon, and let the fucceflfors of Antigonus poflefs
the maritime provinces, the Greeks would never have
conquered the Perfian empire, nor the Romans that of
Seleucus. Nature has prelcribed cerrain limits  to
ftates, purpofely to mortify the ambition of wortals:
‘When the Romans ftepped beyond thofe limits, the
greateft part of them were deftroyed by the Parthians * 3
when the Parthians prefumed to pafs them, they were
forced immediately to retire back ; And in our days,
fuch Tuaris as advanced beyond thofe boundaries, were
obliged to return whence they came,

The kings of Syria and Egypt had, in their refpec-
tive duminions, two kieds of fubjects, victorious na-
tions, and nations vanquifhed; the former flill puffed
up with the idca of their origin, were ruled with very
great difficuley: They were not fired with that fpirit
of independence, which animates us to fhake off the
yoke, but with that impatience which makes us. wifh
to change vur fovereign.

But the chief weaknefs of the kingdom of Syria
fprung from that of the court, where fuc‘1 monarchs
prefided as were {fucceffors to Darius, not to Alexander.
Luxury, vanity, and effeminacy, which had prevailed
through all ages in the Afiatic courts, triumphed more
paruwlarly i that of Syria: The evil infe€ted the
common people and the foldicrs, and catched rhe.very
Romans themlelves s - fince the war in which they

* ] have given the reafon ol this in‘the xv. chapter, borrowed . partly

from the geographical difpoiinon of the two emj ires,
engaged
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engaged againft Antiochus, is the true. ®ra of thei
corruption. ‘

Such was the condition of the kingdom of Syria,
when Antiochus, who' had performed -fuch mighty
things, declared war againft the Romans; but be did
not condu@ himfelf in-it with the wifdom. which is
even employed in“¢ommen affairs: Hannibal requefted
-eitherto have the -war revived in Italy, and Philip
bribed ; or elfe, that he might be prevailed upon to
ftand rieuter. Antiochus did not follow. any part of
this advice: He appeared in: Greece with only. a fmall
part of his forces ; and as though he were come merely
to fee the war, not to carry it on, he followed nothing
but his pleafures, by which means he was. defeared,
and fled out of Afia, terrified rather than conquered.

Philip, who was dragged to this war by the Romans,
as though a flood had {wept him along, employed
his whole power in their fervice, and became the in-
ftrument of their vi€tories: The pleafure of taking
vengeance of, and laying wafte Alwolia ; the promife
made him of leflening the tribute he paid, and of leav-
ing him the poffeffion of certain cities; fome perfonal
jealoufy.of Anticchus ;:in a word, a frw inconfiderable
motives fwayed his refolutions ; and not daring fo much
as to think of fhaking off the yoke, he only confidered
how he might beft lighten jt. .

Antiochus formed fo wrong a judgment of things),
as to fancy that ‘the Romans would not moleft him m
Afiasy however, they followed him thither; he was
again overcome, and, in his confternation, coalented
to the moft- infamous treaty that ever-was conciudeidl
by fo mighty a prince. - : '

I cannut recolle@’ any thing fo magnanimous, as a
refolution taken hy 2 monarch in our days ¥, to bury
him{clf under the ruins of the threne, rather than ac-,
cept of terms unworsthy of a king : So haughty was his
foul, that he could not froop 1.wer than his mistortunes

* Lewis X1V, -
D3 had
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had thrown him; and he was very fenfible, that cou-
rage may, but infamy never can, give freth {trength
to the regal diadem.

We often meet with princes who have fkill enough
to fight a battle, but with very few that hawve the talents
requifite for carrging on a war; who are equally ca-
pable of making a proper ufe of fortune, and of wait-
ing for her; and who join to a frame of mind, which
raifes fufpicions before it executes, fuch a difpofition as
makes them fearlefs after they have once executed.

After the depreffion of Antiochus, only fome incon-
fiderable powers remained, if we except Egypr, which,
from the advantage of its fituation, its ferdlity, its
commerce, the great number of its inhabitants, its na-
val and land forces, might have been formidable; but
the cruelty of its kings, their cowardice, their avarice,
their imbecillity, and their enormous fenfualities, made
them fo odious to their fubjeéts, that they fupported
themfclves, for the moft part, by the protection of the
Romans, ‘ : C

It was a2 kind of fundamental law, with regard to
the crown of Egypt, that the fifters fhould jucceed
with the brothers; and in order to preferve unity in the
government, the brother was married to the fifter.
Now, itis fcarce poffible to figure any thing more pgr-
nicious in politics than fuch an order of fucceffion;
for as all the little domeflic feuds rofe fo high as to
diforder the ftate, whichfoever of the two parties had
the leaft difcontent, immediately excited againft the
other the inhabitants of Alexandria, 3 numberlefs mpl-
titude, always prepared to join with the firft of their
kings who fhould roufe them; fo that there were for
ever princes who actually reigned, and pretenders to
the crown. And as the kingdoms of Cyiene and Cy-
prus were generally poffefled by other princes of that
houfe, who laid their refpetive claims to the wholes
by that means, the throne of thefe princes was ever

3 tottering s
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tottering ; and being indifferently fettled at home, they
had no power abroad. _

The forces of the kings of Egypt, like thofe of the
Afiatic monarchs, were compoled of auxiliary Greeks.
‘Befides the fpirit of liberty, of honour, and of glory,
which animated the latter people, they were inceffantly
employed in bodily exercifcs of every kind. In all
their chief cities games were’ inftituted, wherein the
viors were crowned in the prefence of all Greece,
which raifed a general emulation- Now, in an age
when combatants fought with arms, the fuccels of
which depended upon their ftrength and dexterity, it
is natural to fuppofe thar men thus exercifed, muft
have had a great advantage over a crowd of barbarians,
who were enlitted at random, and dragged indifcrimi-
nately into the feld, as was evident from the armies of
Darius. .

The Romans, in order to deprive the kings of fuch
a body of foldiery, and to bereave them, burt in an
eafy, filent manner, of their principal forces, obferved
two things: Firft, they eftablithed, by infenfible de-
giees, as a maxim, with refpeét to all the cities of
Greece, that they fhould not conclude any alliance,
give any fuccour, or make war againft any nation what-
foever, without their confent: Secondly, in their trea-
ties with kings ¥, they forbad them to levy any forces
from among the allies of the Romans, by which
means, thofe monarchs were reduced to employ their
national troops only. '

* They had before obferved this political condu with regard to the
Carthaginians, whom they obliged, by the weaty concluded with them,

tlt;_engplpy no longer auxiliary troops, as appears from a fragment of
ion, i ’

Dy CHAP.
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Tbe Conduil whick the Romans obferved, in order to fup-
dye all Nations.

DURING the courfe of fo mighty a profperity,
in which it is ufual for mankind to forget themlelves,
the fenate continued to act with the fame depth of
judgment ; apd whilft their armies were fpreading an
univerfal terror, they would not fuffer tholfe to file who
were once deprefied. '

A tribunal arofe which judged all nations: At the
clofe of every war they determined the rewards or pu-
nithments which every one had merited : They took
away fram the vanquifhed people, part of their lands,
and gave them to their allics, in which they did two
things ; they engaged, in the interefts of Rome, princes
from whom they had little to fear, and much to hope ;
and they weakened othgrs from whom they had nothing
to hope, and every thing to fear.

In warring with an enemy they made ufe of their al-
lies, but immediately exrirpated the deftroyers.  Philip
was overcome by the afliftance of the Ztolians, who
were deftroyed prefently after, for having joined them-
fclves to Antiochus. This king was overcome by the
“ affiftance of the Rhodians ; but after the moft confpi-
cuous rewards had been beftowed upon them, they
were deprefled for ever, upon pretence that they had
gflemanded to have a peace concluded with Perfeus.

When the Romans were oppofed by feveral ‘enemies”
at the fame time, they granted a'trdce’to the weakef},
who thought themfelves happy in obtaining it ; confi-
dering it as a great advantage, that their ruin had been-
fulpended, '

When they were engaged in a mighty war, the fenate
winked at wrongs of every kind, and filently wairéd
the feafon proper for chaftifement: If at any time a

people
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people fent them the offenders, they refufed to punith
them, chufing rather to confider the whole nation as
guilty, and rcferve to themfelves a ufeful vengeance.

As they made their enemies fuffer inexpreflible evils,
very few leagues were formed againfl them ; for he
who was at the greateft diftance from the danger, did
not care to come near it,

For this reafon war was {rldom denounced againft
them, but themfelves always made it at a feafon, in
the manner, and with a people, as beft fuited their in-
tereft ; and, among the great number of nations they
invaded, there were very few but would have fubmitted
to injuries of every kind, provided they cculd but be
{uffered to live in peace.

As it was ufual for them to deliver themfelves al.
ways in a magifterial way, fuch ambaffadors as they
fent to nations who had not yer felt the weight of their
power, were fure to mect with ill-treatment, which
furnithed them with a fure * pretence to engage in a
Rew war. _ ‘ '

As they never concluded a peace with fincerity and
integrity, and intended a general invafion, their treaties
were properly only fo many fufpenficns from war 5 they
inferted fuch conditions in them, as always paved the
way to the ruin of thofe ftates which accepted them :
They uled to fend the garrifons out of the ftrong holds -
they regulated the number of the land forces, or had
tae horfes and elephants delivered up to them ; and n
cale this people were powerful at fea, they obliged
them to burn their fhips, and fometimes to remove
higher up in the country,

After 'having deftroyed the armies of a prince, they
drained his treafury, by impofing a heavy tribute, or
taxing him immoderately, under colour of making him
defray the expence of the war: a new fpecies of tyranny,

* See an example of this, in their war with the Dalmatians. See

Polybius, -
which
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which obliged him to opprefs his fubjets, and thereby
lofe their affection.

Whenever they granted a peace to fome prince, they
ufed to take one of his brothers or children by way of
hoftage, which gave them an opportunity of railing,
at pleafure, commotions in his kingdom : Whea they
had the next heir among them, it was their cuftom to
meimidate the pofleffor : Had they only a prince of a
remote degree, they made ufe of him to foment the
infurrettions of the populace.

Whenever any prince or people withdrew their alle-
giance from their fovereign, they immediately indulged
them with the title of * ally to the Romans ; by which
means they became facred and inviolable; f{o that theie
was no monarch, how formidable foever, who could
rely one moment upon his fubjects, or even upon . his
own family.

Although the title of their ally was a kind of fervi-
tude T, yer was it very much fought after ; for thefe
who enjoyed it were fure to receive no injuries but
from them, and had reafon ro flatter themielves fuch
would be lefs grievous. Hence nations and kings
were ready to undertake any kind of fervices, and fub-
mitted to the meaneft and moft abje& aéts, merely for
the fake of obraining it. ‘

They had various kinds of allies; fome were united
to them by privileges and participation in their gran-
deur, as the Latins and the Hernici; others by their
very fettlements, as their colonies; fome by good of-
fices, as Mafiniffa, Fumenes, and Attalus, who were
obliged to them for their kingdoms or their exaltation ;
others by free and unconftrained treaties; and thefe, by
the long continuation of the alliance, became fubjels,
as the kings of Egypt, Bithynia, Capadocia, and moft

* See particularly their treaty with the Jews in the 1#t book of the Mac-
cabees, chap. viii. ) .
1 Ariarathes offered a facrifice to the gods, fays Polybius, by way of
thanks for having obrained their alliance. of
0]
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of the Grecian ciries ; in fine, many by forced and in-
voluntary treaties, and by the law of their fubje&tion,
as Philip and:Aatiochus; for every peace the Romans
granted an enemy, included alfo an alliance with him ;
or, in other words, ‘they made. every nation fubdued
by them, contribute to the depreffion of others. -

When they permitted any cities the enjoyment of
their liberties, they immediately raifed two * fations
in them, one of which defended the laws and liberties
of the country, whilft the other afferted, that the will
of the Romans was the only law ; and as the latter fac-
tion was always the moft powerful, it is plain fuch a
liberty could be but a mere name.

They fometimes poffeffed themfelves of a country
upon a pretence of being heirs toit: They entered Afia,
Bithynia, and Lybia by the laft wills of Attalus, of
Nicomedest, and of Appion; and Egypt was en-
flaved by that of the king of Cyrene,

To keep great princes for ever in a weak condition,
they would not fuffer them to conclude an alliance with
thofe nations to whaom they had -granted theirs } ; and
as they did not- refufe it to any people who bordered
upon a pawerful prince, this condition inferted in a
treaty of peace, deprived him of all his allies.

Belides, when they had overcome any confiderable
prince, -one of the articles of the treaty was, that he
{bould not make war, upon account of any feuds of
bis own, with the allies of the Romans (that is to
fay, generally with all his neighbours ;) but fhould
fubmit them to arbitration 5 which deprived him of a
military power for time to come,

And in order ta keep the fole poffeffion of it in their
own hands, they bereaved their very allies. of this
force; the inftant thefe had the leaft conteft, they fent
ambafladors, who obliged them to conclude a peace :

* See Polybius on the cities of G.eece.
+ Thg fon of Philopator.
1 This was Antiochus’s cafe.

we
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we need but confider the manner in which they ter-
minated the wars of Attalus and Prufias, :

When any prince hac gained fuch a conqueft as
often had exhaufted him, immediately 'a Roman am-
baffador came and wrefted it out of his hands : among
a multitude of examples, we may remember how they,
with a fingle word, drove Antiochus out of Egypt.

Fully fenfible how well the European nations were
turned for war, they eftablithed as a law, that no*
Afiatic monarch fhould be fuffered to come into Eu-
rope, and there invade any people whatfoever. The
chief motive of their declaring war againft Mithridates
+ was, for his having fubdued fome barbarians con-
trary to his prohibition.

When they faw two nations engaged in war, although
they were not in alliance, nor had any conteft with
either of them, they neverthelefs appeared upon the
ftage of action, and, like our knight-errants, always
fided with the weakeft: it was an 1 ancient cuftom,
fays Dionyfius Halicarnaflcus, for the Romans to grant
fuccour to all who came 1o implore it.

Thefe cuftoms of the Romans were not certain par-
ticular incidenrs, which happesed by chance, but were
fo many invariable principles 3 and this is eafy to per-
ceive, tor the maxims they put in pratice againft the
greate[t monarchs were exactly the fame with thofe
they had employed, in their infant ftate, againft the
little’ cities which ftood round them.

They made Eumenes and Maliniffa contribute to the
fubjetion of Philip and Antiochus, as they had before

employed the Latns and the Hernici to fubdue the.

Volfcians and the Tufcans : they obliged the Cartha-
ginians and the kings of Afia to furrender their ficers to

“-Tlhe order fent to Antiochus, even hefure the war, for him not1o°

crofs into Euwsope, was made gencral with regard ta ali other kings.
+ Appian, de Belle Mithriaat. ) o
A tragment of Diohyiius, copied from the extra®t of émbaffics, made
by Conflantine Corphyrogennéta. ’ : P
: them,
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them, in like manner as they had forced the citizens
of Antium to give up their little veffels. ’

When any ftate compofed too formidable a body
from its fitvation or union, they never failed to divide
it.  The republic of Achaia was formed by an affoci-
ation of free cities ; the fenate declared, that every city
fhould from that time be governed by its own laws,
independent on the general authority.

The commonwealth of Beeotia rofe likewife from a
league made between feveral cities: burt, as in the war
of Perfeus, one city declared for that prince, and
others for the Romans, the latter received them into
favour, when the common alliance was diffolved.

Macedonia was furrounded by inacceffible moun-
tains: the fenate divided it into four parts; declared
thofe free; prohibited them every kind of alliance
among themlelves by marriage ; carried off all the
nobles into Italy, and by that means reduced this
power to nothing,.

Had a great monarch, who reigned in our time,
followed thefe maxims, whea he faw a neighbouring
prince dethroned, he would have employéd a ftronger
force in his fupport, and have confined him to the
ifland which continued faithful to him. By dividing
the only power that could have oppofed his defigns,
he would have drawn infinite advantages even from
the misfortunes of his ally. :

Whenever there happened any feud in a ftate, they
immediately made themfelves judges of ity and there-
by were fure of having that party only, whom they
condemned, for their enemy. If princes of the fame
blood were at variance for the crown, they fometimes
declared them both kings, and by this means crufhed
the power of both: if one of them was * a minor,

* To enable them'eives to ruin Syria, in quality of guardians, they
rleFlared in favour of the fon of Antiochus, who wasbul a child, in oppo-
fition to Demetrivs, who was their hoftage, and conjured them to do him
jultice, crying, That Romre was his mother ,and the fenatcis bus fathers,

thfv
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they declared in his favour, and made themfelves his
guardians in quality of protettors of the world; for
they had carried matters to fo high a.pitch, that na-
tions and kings were there fubjeéts, without knowing

dire@tly upon what right or titles it being a maxim,.

that the bare hearing of their names, was fufficienc for
a people to acknowledge them their fovereigns. *
"The Romans never engaged in far diftant wars, till
they had firt made an alliance with fome power con-
tiguous to the enemy they invaded, who might unite
his troops to the army they fent ; and as this was ne-
ver confiderable with regard to numbers, they always

had * another in that -province which lay nearelt the’

enemy, and a thirdin Rome, ever ready to march at
a moment’s warning. In this manaer they never ha-
zarded but a fmall part of their forces, whilft their ene-
my ventured all his. R

They fometimes infidioufly perverted the fubtilty
of the terms of their language: they deftroyed Car-
thage, upon pretence that they had promifed to pre-
ferve the Cfvstas not the Urds+. It is well known in
what manner the ZArolians, who had abandoned them-
felves to their faith, -were impofed upon ; the Romans
pretended, that the fignification of thefe words, aban-
don one’s felf 1o the faith of an enemy, implied, the lofs
of all things, of - perfons, lands, cities, temples, and
even of burial-places.

The Romans would even go-fo far, as to give arbi-
trary explanations to treaties: thus, when they were
refolved to deprefs the Rhodians, they declared, that
they had formerly given them Lycia, not by way of
prefent, but as a-friend and ally. -

When one of their generals concluded a peace,
merely ro p eferve his army, which was juft upon'the
point ef being cut to pieces, the fenate, who did net

* This-was their conftant praftice, as appears from hiftory.
{t+ Thatis, to fave the corporation, but not the city. }

ratify
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ratify it, took advantage of this peace and continued
the war. Thus when Jugurtha had furrounded an
army of Romans, and permitted them to march away
unmolefted, upon the faith of a treaty, thefe very
troops he had faved were employed againft him: and
when the Numantians had reduced twenty thoufand
Romans, juft perithing with hunger, to the neceflity
of fuing for peace ; this peace, which had faved the
lives of fo many thoufand citizens, was broke at Rome,
and the public faith was eluded by * fending back the
conful who had figned it. ‘ :

They fometimes would conclude a peace with a
monarch upon reafonable conditions, and the inftant
he had figned them, they added others of fo injurious
a nature, that he was forced to renew the war. Thus,
when they had forced Jugurtha to 4 deliver up his
elephants, his horfes, his treafures, and his deferters,
they required him to furrender up his perfon, which
being the greateft calamity that can befal a prince,
cannot for. that reafon be ever made an article of
peace. -

In fine, they fet up a tribunal over kings, whom
they judged. for their particular vices and crimes: they
heard the complaints of all perfons who had any dii-
pute with Philip: they fent deputies with them by
way of fafeguard, and obliged Perfeus to appear be-
fore thefe, to anfwer for certain murthers and cestain
quarrels he had with fome inhabitants of the confe-
derate cities.

As.mcn judged of the glory of a general by the
quantity of the gold and filver carried in his trium.ph,
the Romans flripped the vanquitbed enemy of all

* After Claudiug Glycias. had granted the Corficans a peace, the finate
‘g:ve.oader‘s for renewing the war againft them, and delivered up Glyciss to-
¢ iohabitants of the ifland, who would not seceive him. Every one
knows what l-appened at ihe Furce Caudirz.
T Th(_:y adted the famse-part wich regard to Vitiatus ; afier having obliged
“in to give up 'll'-e defeiters, he was ordered to furvender up his arms, to
which neither himdelf nor h:s army could cenf at. Frazment of Dion.

things.
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things. Rome was for ever enriching itfelf; and
every war they engaged in, enabled them to undes-
take a new one.

All the nations who were either friends or confede-
rates, quite * ruined themfelves by the immenfely rich
prefents they made, in order to procure the eontinu-
ance of the favours already beftowed vpon them, or to
obtain greater; and half the monies which ufed to be
fent upon thefe occafions to the Romans, would have
fufficed to conquer them.

Being mafters of the univerfe, they arrogated to
themlelves all the treafures of it; and were lets unjuft
robbers, confidered as conquerors, than confidered as
legiflators.,  Hearing that Prolemy king of Cyprus
was poflefled of immenfe wealth, they | enacted a law,
propofed by a tribune, by which they gave to them-
felves the inheritance of a man ftill living, and con-
fifcated to their own ufe the eftates of a confederate

rince.

In a little time, the greedinefs of particular perfons
quite devoured whatever had efcaped the public ava-
rice 3 magiftrates and governors ufed to fell their in-
juftice to kings : two competitors would ruin ope ano-
ther, for the fake of purchafing an ever-dubious pro-
tc&tion againit a rival who was not quite undone ; for
the Romans had not even the juftice of robbers, who
preferve a certain probity in the exercife of guilt. In
fine, as rights, whether lawful or ufurped, were main-
tained by money only; princes, to obtain it, defpoiled
temples, and confifcated the poffeffions of the wealthieit
citizens ; a thoufand crimes were committed, purely
for the fake of giving to the Romans all the money in
the univerfe.

* The p-efents which the fenate ufed to fend kings were mere trifles, as
an ivory chair and ftaff, or a robe like that worn by their own magiftrates.
+ Divitiarum tamta fama erat, favs Florusy ut wviflor gentium populusy
& donare regna comjuetus; focit virique regis confiftationtm mandaverit.

lib. iy €. 9. B
) ut
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But nothing was of greater advantage to this people
than the awe with which they ftruck® the whole carth :
in an inftant, kings were put to filence,. and feemed as

though they were &upxd ; no regard was had to cheir
eminence, but their very pfrfbns were attacked ; . to
hazard a war, was to' expofe ‘themfelves to capmty,
to death, to the infanhy of ‘a triumph. Thus kings,
who lived in the midft of pomps and pleafuires, did
not dare to fix their eyes ftedfatly on the Roman peo-
ple; and their courage failing*them, they hoped to
fufpend a little the “iferies with which they were
threatened, by their patience and fabmiffive actions.

Obferve, 1 intreat you, the condué of the Romans.
After the defeat of Antiochos they were poffeffed of
Africa,” Afia, and Greece, without having fcarce a
fingle city in’ thefe countries that were immediately
their own.. They feemed to conquer with no other
view but to beftow ; but then they obtained fo com-
plete a fovereignty, that whenever they engaged in war
with any prince, they oppreffed him, as it were, with
the weight.of the whole univerfe.

The time proper for feizing upon the conquered
countries ‘was not yet come : had the Romans kept the
cities they took from Philip, the Greeks would have
feen at once into their defigns: had they, dfter the
fecond Puric war, or that’ with Antiochus, poffefled
themfelves of lands in * Africa and in Afia, they could
never hdve preferved conquefts fo Nlightly eftablifhed.

Tt was the intefeft of the-Romans to-wait till al} na-
tions were accuftomed to obey, as free'and as confede-
rate, before they fhould' attémpt to tommand over
them “as fubjects; and ‘to let thern blend and lofe
themfelves, as it were, by fittle and Jittle; in the Ro-
man oommonwealth

* They did not dare to venture the ir colonies in thofe countiies; but
chofe rathgr to raife an eteinal jealoufy betwgen the. Cardagimans and
Mafiniffa, and to’ make boih thefe powers affiit them in the conqueft of
Macedonia and Gieece,

Ve, I, E Con
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See the treaty which they made with the Latins
after the victory at the lake of Legilus*. This was
one of the principal foundations of their power, yet
not a fingle word occurs in it, which can give the leaft
fuipicion that they aimed at empire. .

This was a flow way of conquering; after over-
coming a nation, they contented themfelves with
weakening it ; they impofed fuch conditions as con-
fumed it infenfibly @ if it recovered, they deprefled it
ftill more, and it became fubjeét, without a poffibility
of dating the firft zra of its fubjection.

Thus Rome was not properly either a monarchy or
a commonwealth, but the head of a body compoled of
all the nations in the univerfe,

Had the Spaniards, after the conqueft of Mexico
and Peru, followed this plan, they would not have
been obliged to deftroy all, for the fake of preferving
all.

It is a folly in conquerors to force their own laws.
and cuftoms on all nations ; fuch a conduét is of very
ill confequence, for men are capable of obeying under
all kinds of government,. ,

But as Rome did not impofe any general laws, the
nations did not form any dangerous affociations ; they
formed one body no otherwife than by a2 common obe-
dience ; and were all Romans without being country-
men,

It perhaps will be objected, that no empires founded
on the laws of fiefs were ever durable or powerful. But
pothing could be fo contradictory as the plan of the
Romans and that of the Goths: and juft to mention
thefe plans, the former was a work of ftrength, the
latter of weaknefs : in the one, fubjeétion was extreme;
in the other, independence ; in the Gothic ftates, power
vus lodged in the vaflals, and the right of judging

# See D'onyf. Halica:n. lib. vi. cap. 95, Edit, Oxon.
‘ only
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only in the prince; whereas it was the reverfe in the
Roman government.

CHAP VIL
How it was poffible for Mithridates 7o refif the Romans.

AMONG the feveral kings whom the Romans
invaded, Mithridates was the only one who made a
courageous defence, and expofed them to danger.

His dominions were fituated to wonderful advantage
for carrying on a war with them: they bordered on
the inacceffible countries of mount Caucafus, peopled
with favage nations, whom that prince could call to
his affiftance ; they thence extended along the fea of
Pontus, which Mithridates covered with his fhips, and
he was inceffantly purchafing new armies of Scythians :
Afia was open to his invafions 3 and he was rich, be-
caufe his cities, fituated on the Pontus Euxinus, car-
ried on an advantageous traffic with nations lefs induf-
trious than themfelves.

Profcriptions, the cuftom of which began at this
time, had forced feveral Romans to leave their country.
Thefe were received by Mithridates with open arms,
and he formed legions*, into which he incorporated
thofe exiles, who proved the beft foldiers in his army.

On the other fide, the Romans, difordered by in-
teftine divifions, and threatened with more imminent
dangers, negletted the affairs of Afia, and fuffered
Mithridates to purfue his vi€tories, or take breath after
his defeats,

Nothing had contributed more to the ruin of moft
kings, than the manifeft defire they fhewed for peace:

* Frontin. Stratagems. lib, ii. tells us, that Archelaus, lieutenant of
Mithridates, engaging againft Sylla, pofted, in the firft rank, his chariots
armed with {cythes, in the fecond his phalanx, in the third his auxiliaries
armed afier the Reman way; mixtis fugitivis ltaliay qiorum pervicacie
multum fidebat. Mithridates even made an alliance with Sertorius. See
alfo Piutarch, life of Lucullus,
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by this, they had prevented all other nations from di-
viding with them a danger, from which they were fo
anxious to extricate themfelves : but Mithridates im-
mediately made the whole world fenfible, that he was
an enemy. to the Romans, and would be fo eternally.

In fine, the cities of Greece and Afia, finding the
Roman yoke grow more intolerable every day, repofed
their whole confidence in this barbarous king, who in-
vited rhem to liberty.

This difpofition of things gave rife to three mighty
warsy, which ferm one of the nobleft parts of the
Roman hiftory, and for this reafon: we do not, on
this occafion, read of prinees already overcome by
hixary and pride, as Antiochus and Tigranes ; nor by
fear, as Philip, Perfeus, and Jugurtha ; but a mag-
nanimous king, who, in adverfity, like a lion that
gazes upon his wounds, was fired with the greater in-
dignation upon that account.

Vhis part of the Reman hiftory is fingular, becaufe
it abounds with perpetval and ever-unexpeéted revolu-
tions ; for as on one fide, Mithridates could eafily re~
cruit his armies, fo it appeared, that in thofe reverfes
of fortune, in which kings ftand in greateft need of
ebedience and a fri&t dicipline, his barbarian forces
forfook him: as he had the art of enticing nations, and
ftirring up cities to rebellion, fo was he likewife be-
trayed by his captains, his children and his wives ; in
fine, as he was fometimes oppofed by unexperienced
Roman generals, {o there was fent againft him, atother
times, Sylla, Lucullus, and Pompey.

This prince,- after having defeated the Roman ge-
nerals, and congeered Alia, Macedonia, and Greece;
having been vanquithed, in his tarn, by SyHa; con-
fined by a treaty to his former limits, and harrafled by
the Roman generals ; having been once more fuperior
to them, and conqueror of Afia; driven away by Lu-
eullus 5 purfued into his own country ; obliged to fy
for fhelter to Tigranes, and defeated with him ¢ find-

Hg
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ing this monarch irrecoverably loft, and depending
merely upon himfelf for fuccour, he took fan¢tuary in
his own dominions, and re-afcended the throne.

Lucullus was fucceeded by Pompey, who quite
overpowered Mithridates. He then flies out of his do-
minions, and crofling the Araxes, marches from dan-
ger to danger through the country of the Lazi; and
affembling in his way all the barbarians he met with,
appeared in the Bofphorus againft his fon * Macchares,
who had reconciled himfelf to the Romans.

Although plunged in fo deep an abyfs, he yet t
formed a defign of making Italy the feat of the war,
and of marching to Rome at the head of thofe nations
who enflaved it fome years after, and by the fame way
thefe now took.

Betrayed by Pharnaces, another of his fons, and by
an army terrified at the greatnels of his enterprifes and
the perils he was going in fearch of, he died in a man-
aner worthy a king.

It was then that Pompey, in the rapidity of his vic-
tories, completed the pompous work of the Roman-
grandeur: he united to the body of its empire, coun-
tries of a boundlefs extent, which, however, height-
ened the Roman magpnificence rather than increafed its
power; and though it appeared by the titles carried in
his triumph, that he had increafed the revenue of the
public treafury I above a third, there yet was no aug-
mentation in power, and the public liberty was thereby
only expofed to the greater danger.

* Mithridates had made Lim king of the Bofphorus. News being
brought of his father's arrival, he difparched himfelf,

1 See Appian, de Bello Mithridatico.

I SeePlutarch in the life of Pompey ; and Zonaras, lib, il

Es CHAPL
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CH AP VIIL
Of the Divifions which always fubfified in the City,

WHILST Rome was conquering the world, a
hidden war was carrying on within its walls: thefe fires
were like thofe of volcanos, which break out the in-
ftant they were fed by fome combuftible fubftance.

After the expulfion of the kings, the government
became ariftocratical : the patrician families only, ob-
tained all the employments and dignities in the * ftate,
and confequently all 1+ honours civil and military.

The patricians being determined to prevent, if pol-
fible, the return of the kings, endeavoured to foment
the reftlefs principles which now prevailed in the minds
of the people; but they did more than they would
willingly have done: by attempting to infpire them
with a hatred for kings, they fired them with an in-
ordinate thirft for liberty. As the royal authority had
devolved entirely upon the confuls, the people found
they were far from pofleffing that liberty they were
taught to idolize : they therefore fought for methods
by which they might deprefs the confulate; procure
plebeian magiftrates ; and fhare the curule, or greater
employments with the nobles. The patricians were
forced to comply with all the demands of the people ;
for in a city where poverty was the public virtue,
where wealth, that clandeftine path to power, was
defpifed, ncither birth nor dignities could beftow any
great advantages : it was therefore neceffary for power
to fall into the hands of the greater number, and for
ariftocracy to change, by infenfible degrees, into a po-
pular ftate.

* The patricians were invefted, in fome meafure, with a charaéter,
and they only were allowed to tzke the aufpices. See in Livy, book vis
the fpeech of Apptus Ciaudius.

4 As for inflance they alone were permitted to triumph, fince they alore
could be confuls and gencrals,

Thofe
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Thefe who are fubordinate to a king, are lefs tor-
tured with envy and jealoufy, than fuch as live under
an hereditary ariftocracy : the prince is at fo great a
diftance from his fubjefts, that he is fcarce feen by
them ; and is raifed fo far above them, that they cannot
conceive any relation capable of giving them difgult.
But when the nobles prefide in a ftate, they are expofed
to the eyes of all men, and are not feated fo high as to
prevent odious comparifons from being made perpe-
tually ; and, indeed, the people have detefted fenators,
in this and in all ages.  Such commonwealths in which
birth does not beftow any fhare in the legiflature, are
the happieft in this refpect; for it is natural that the
people fhould not bear fo much envy to an auathority,
which they beftow on whom they think proper, and
refume at will.

. The people being difgufted at the patricians, with-
drew to the Sacred Hill (Mons Sacra) whither deputies
being fent, they were appealed : and as they all made
a promife to affiit one another, in cafe the patricians
thould not perform their * engagement, which would
have created feditions every moment, and difturbed all
the magiftrates in the exercife of their funétions 3 it was
judged better to create an officer +, who might protect
the people againft any injuftice that thould be done
them: but by a malady for ever incident to man, the
plebeians, who had obtained tribunes merely for their
own defence, employed thofe very magiftrates to annoy
others: fo that they fript, by infenfible degrees, the
patricians of all their privileges. This gave rife to
everlafting contefts : the people were fupported, or ra-
ther animated, by their tribunes; and the patricians
were defended by the fenate, the greateft part of which
confifted of patricians, who were more inclined to fa-
vour the ancient maxims, and afraid that the populace
would raife fome tribune to arbitrary power.

* Zonaras, 1ib, ii. .
1 Origin of the wibunes of the peopic.
L4
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The people employed, in the defence of this ma-
giftrate, their own ftrength, and the fuperiority they
had in the fuffrages, their refufal to march into the
field, their threats to go quite away, the partiality of
the laws, in fine, their judiciary fentences againft thofe
who had oppofed them too vigoroufly ; the fepate de-
fended themlelves by their wifdom, their juftice,
and the love they infpired into all for their coun-
try; by their beneficence, and the prudent diftribu-
tion of the commonwealth ; by the veneration which
the people had for the glory of the principal * fa-
milies, and the virtue of illuftrious perfonages; by
religion itfelf, the ancient inftitutions, and the prohibi-
tion of days of public meeting, upon pretence that
the aufpices had not been favourable ; by their clients;
by the oppofition of one tribune to another; by the
creation of a T dictator, the occupations of a new war,
or the misfortunes and calamities which united all
parties 3 in a word, by a paternal condefcenfion, in
granting the pecple part of their demands, purpofely
to make them relinquith the reft 5 and by that ftedfaft
maxim, of preferring the fafety of the republic to the
prerogatives of any order or public employment what-
foever,

* The prople had fo great a veneration for the chief families, that
although they had obiained the privilege of creating plebeian military tri-
bunes, who were invefted with the fame power as the canfuls, they ne-
verthelefs always made choice of patricians for this employment,  They
were obliged to put a conftraint ppon themfelves, and to enaét, that one
cenful always thould be a plebeian ; and when fome plebeian families were
jailed to ofhices, the way was aftziwards open to them without intermiffion,
It was aiih difficulty that the people, notwithftanding the perpeiual defire
they had to deprefs the nobility, deprefled them in reality; and when they
raifed tp borov:s fome perfon of mean extraftion, as Varro and Mariys,
it coit vhem very gieat fruggles.

+ ‘The parricians, to defend themfelves, ufed to create a dita-or, which
proved of the greareft advantage to them ; but the pleterans having oh-
tained the privilege of being elefted confuls, could allo be eleéted
dictators, winch quite diftoncerted the patricians, See in Livy, fib, viii,
in what manner Pubiius Philo deprefl:d them in his di¢tatoifhip,  He en~
acted thige laws, by which they received the h?gheﬂ prejudige. I

a8
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In procefs of time, when the plebians had deprefled
the parricians to fuch a degree, that this * diftinction
of families was empty and fruitlefs, and that both were
indifcriminately raifed to honours, new contefts arofe
between the populace, whom their tribunes fpirited up,
and the chief families, whether patricians or fuch
plebians as were ftyled noble, and were favoured by
the fenate that was compofed of them: but, as the
ancient manners fubfifted no more : as particular per-
fons were poffeffed of immenfe wealth, and that it is
impofiible but wealth muft give power; thefe nobles
made a ftronger refiftance than the patricians had done,
which occalioned the death of the Gracchi, and of T
feveral perfons who followed their plan I.

I muft take notice of an office which contributed
greatly to the happy polity of Rome; it was that of
the cenfors, Thefe numbered or furveyed the § peo-
ple; farther, as the ftrength of the commonwealth
confifted in the ftrictnefs of difcipline, in the feverity
of manners, and the uninterrupted obfervation of cer-
tain cuftoms ; they corrected fuch errors and abufes as
the legiflative power had not forefeen, or the ordinary

* The patricians referved to themfelves only a few offices belonging to
the priefthood, and the privilege of creating a magittrace called interex.

1+ As Saturninus and Glaucias.

[T When the people of Rome had obtained the privilege of 'fharing the

patrician magifiracies, it was natuial to think that the flatterers of them
would immediately become arbiters of thie goversment. But no fuch
thing.—It is obfervable, that the very people who had rendered the ple-
beians capable of public offices, fixed, notwithftanding, their chioice cons
ftantly on the patricians. Becaufe they were viituous, they were magnas
nimous ; and becaufe they were free, they had a contempt of power. Byt
when their morals were cortupted, the moie power they were pofleffed of,
the lefs prudent was their conduét; till at length upon becoming their
own tyrants and {laves, they loft the firength of liberty to fall into the
weakn]efs and impotency of licentioufnefs. L’Efprit des Loix, lib. viii,
€12,
. § Thecenfus, or furvey of the citizens, was a very prudent inftitution
inatfelf s it wasa furyey of the ftate of their »ffairs, and an inquiry into
,Slxenr power, Tt was founded by Servius Tullius ; before whom, accoids
#ing to Eumropius, beok i. the ¢enfus was unknown,

2 ma_gi&ra;e



58 GRANDEUR - AND DECLENSION Csuar. 8.

magiftrate * could not punith. Some bad examples
are worle than crimes, and a violation of manners has
defiroyed more ftates, than the infralion of laws: in
Rome, whatever might tend to introduce dangerous
novelties, to create a change in the minds or affections
of the citizens, and prevent, if I may ufe the expref-
fion, the perpetuity of it; all dilorders and tumults,
whether public er private, were reformed by the cen-
fors ; thefe had authority to expel whomfoever they
pleafed 5 the fenate could take from a knight the horie
maintained for him at the public expence ; or degrade
a citizen to the rank of fuch as contributed to the
maintenance of the magiftrates of the city, without
enjoying the privileges of it; in a word, the cenfors
took a view of the actual fituation of the republic, and
diftributed the people 1 among their various tiibes in
fuch a manner, as to prevent the tribunes and perfons

* The reader may fee in what manner thole were degraded who, after
the battle of Cannz, were for leaving Italy ; thofe who had furendered
to Hapnibal ; thofe who by an infiduous and falfe interpretation, had for-
feited their word. )

© 4+ The Plebians obtained, in oppofition to the patricians, that the laws
and ele@ions of magifirates fhould be made by the people affembled by
tribes and not by centuries. There were thirty-five tiibes, each of whom
gave its vote ; four belonging to the city, and thirty-one to the country.
As there were but two profeffions among the Romans thar were honour-
able, war and hufbandry, the country tribes were had in greatelt confi-
deration ; and the four remaining ones admiited into their body that con-
temptible part of the citizens, who having no Jands to culuvate, were, if
we may fo fay, but citizens hy halves; the greateft part of them did not
even go to war, for in the enlifting of foldiers the divifions of centuries
was obferved ; and thoft who were members of the four city tribes, were
very near the fame with thofe who in the divifien by centuries were of the
fixth clafs, in which no perion was enrolled. Thus, it was fearce poffible
for the fuffrages to be in the hands of the populace, who were confined
to their four tiibes; but as every one committed a thoufand frauds, for
the fake of getiing out of them, the cenfors had an opportunity of rctoim-
ing this abufe evcry five years ; and they incojporated into any tribe they
pleafed, not only a citizen, but allo bodics and whole orders, See the
firft remark of chapter xi. See alfo Livy, lib. i. Decad. I in which the
diff.rent divifions of the people, made by Seivius Tullius, a1e very well
explained s it was the fame body of the people, but divided in various
refpefts, [~In fuch a manner, that preperty rather than numbers

determined elections, L’ Efprit des Loix, lib. iy ¢, 2.]
of

-
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of an afpiring temper from engroffing the fuffrages, or
the people from abufing their power,

M. Livius # degraded the people themfelves, and
reduced thirty-four tribes out of thirty-five, to the
rank of thofe who had no fhare in the privileges of
the city : for, faid this Roman, you firft condemned
me, and afterwards raifed me to the confulate and the
cenforthip ; you therefore muft either have prevari-
cated once in punifhing me, or twice in creating me
conful and afterwards cenfor.

M. Duronius 1, tribune of the people, was expelled
the fenate by the cenfors, for having annulled, when
in office, the law which limits the expences of feafts.

The following inftitution was a very wife one 3 no
magiftrate J could be turned out of his employment,
becaufe that would have difturbed the exercife of the
public power; but they divefted fuch a man of his
order and rank, and deprived, as it were, a citizen of
his particular nobility.

Servius Tullius had made the famous divifion by
centuries, which Livy | and Dionyfius Halicarnaffeus
§ have fo well explained. He had divided one hun-
dred and ninety-three centuries into fix claffes, and in
the laft century, which of itfelf formed the fixth clafs,
he placed all the commonalty. This difpofition evi-
dently excluded the commonalty from voting ; not of
right, butin fac. Afterwards it was determined, that,
fome particular cafes excepted, the divifion of tribes
fhould be followed in voting. There were thirty-five
of thefe tribes, each having their refpective vote, four
belonging to the city, and thirty-one to the country.
The principal citizens, who were all farmers, naturally
belonged to the country-tribes, and thofe of the city

* Livy, lib. xxix,
}- '}/‘?ler(;‘Max. lib, 1,
he dignity of fenator was not a public office or employment.
I Tit. Liv. Jib. i. ¥ o
§ Lib, ivs a& 15, &c. .
admitted
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admitted the commonalty *, though thefe had very
tittle influence in affairs: this was confidered as the
fafety of the republic. And when Fabius replaced in
the four city-tribes, the commonalty, whom Appius
Claudius had difperfed through them all, he acquired
by that a®ion the title of Maximust. The cenfors
every five years furveyed the ftate of the republic, and
diftributed the people in their feveral tribes in fuch a2
manner, that the tribunes and ambitions might not
engrofs the votes, nor the people abufe their power.

The government of \Rome was wonderful in this
refpet ; ever fince the foundation of that city, its
conftitution was fuch, either from the genius of the
people, the firength of the fenate, or the authority of
certain magiftrates, that every abufe of power might
always be reformed in it.

Carthage was deftroyed, becaufe, when abufes were
t0 be retrenched, the citizens could not bear the hand
even of their Hannibal. Athens fell, becaufe the
errors of the people appeared fo lavely in their own
eyes, that they would not be cured of them: and
among us, thofe Italian republics which boaft the per»
petuity of their government, ought to boaft of nothing
but the perpetuity of their abufes ; nor indeed, do
they enjoy greater liberty § than Rome did under the
Decemviri,

The Britifh government is one of the wifet in Eu-

-rope, becaufe there is a body which examines it per-

petually, and is perpetually examining itfelf; and its
errors are of fuch a nature, as never to be laﬁing, and
are frequently ufeful by rouzing the attention of the
nation,

Ina word, a free government, that is to fay, one
for ever in motion, cannot fupport itfelf, unlefs its
own laws are capable of correcting the diforders of it.

* Called turba forenfis.
4 Tit. liv. lib. 1x.
T Nor eyen greater power.

CHAP.
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CHAUP IX

Two Caufes which defirgyed Rome.

WHILST the fovereignty of Rome was confined
to ltdly, it was ealy for the commonwealth to fubfift :
every foldier was at the famie time a citizen; every
conful raifed an army, and other citizens marched into
the field under his fucceffor : as their forces were not
very numerous, fuch * perfons only were received
among the troops, -as had poffeflions confiderable
enough to make them interefted in the prefervation of
the city ; the fenate kept a watchful eye over the con-
duct of the generals, and did not give them an oppor-
tunity of machinating any thing to the prejudice of
their country,

But after the legions had paffcd the Alps and croffed
the fea, the foldiers, whom the Remans had been
obliged to leave during feveral campaigns in the coun-
tries they were fubduing, loft infenfibly that genius and
turn of mind which charaflerized a.Roman citizen ;
and the generals, having armies and kingdoms at their
difpofal, were fenfible of their own ftrength, and could
no longer obey.

The foldiers therefore began to acknowledge no fu-
perior but their general 5 to found their hopes on him
only, and to view the city as from a great dif-
tance: they were no longer the foldiers of the re-
public, but eof Sylla, of Marius, of Pompey, and of
Czfar. The Romans could no longer tell, whether

* The freedmen, and fuch as were called capite cenfi, (becaufe, being
poffefled of little or nothmg, they were fubjeél to the poll-tax only) were
not at firkt enrolled among the tand forces, except in cafes of urgent ne-
ceflity ; Servius Tullius had ranked them in the fixth clafs, and foldiers
were levied out of the five firlt only. But when Marius fet out againt
Jugurtha, he enlifted all without diftinStion.  Milites feribere, fays Sala
hﬂ? uon modo majorum wegque ex claffibus, fed, uti cujufque libide erat,
$&pite cenfos plera/que.—mmeDe Bello Jugurthin. b

the
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the perfon who headed an army in a provmce was their
general or their enemy.

So long as the people of Rome were corrupted by
their tribunes only, on whom they could beftow no-
thing but their power, the fenate could eafily defend
themfelves, becaufe they acted confiftentdy and with
one regular tenor; whereas the common people were
continually fhifring from the extremes of fury to the
extremes of cowardice; but when they were enabled
to inveft their favourites with a formidable exterior
authority, the whole wifdom of the fenate was baffled,
and the commonwealth was undone,

The reafon why free ftates are not {o permanent as
other forms of government, is, becaufe the misfor-
tunes and fuccefles which happen to them, generally
occafion the lofs of liberty ; whereas the fuccefles and
misfortunes of an arbitrary government, contribute
equally-to the enflaving of the people. = A wife repub-
lic ought not to run any hazard which may expofe it
to good or ill fortune 5 the only happinefs the feveral
individuals of it fthould afpire atter, is, to give perpe-
tuity to their ftate.

If the unbounded extent of the Roman empire
proved the ruin of the republic, the vaft compafs of
the city was no lefs fatal to i.

The Romans had fubdued the whole univerfe by
the affiftance of the nations of Italy, on whom they
had beftowed various privileges at different times;
moft of thofe nations did not, at firt, fet any great
value on the freedom of the city of Rome, and fome*
chofe rather to preferve their ancient ufages ; but when
this privilege became that of univerfal fovereignty ;
when a2 man, who was not a Roman citizen, was con-
fidered as nothing, and, with this title, was all things,

® The /Equi faid in their affemblies, Thofe in whofe power it was to
chufe, have preferred their own laws to the freedom of the city of Rome,
which was a neceffary penalty upon fuch as could not refufe it. Live
lib. ix,

;he
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the people of Italy refolved either to be Romans, or
die 5 not being able to obtain this by cabals and in-
treaties they had recourfe to arms ; and * rifing in ali
that part of Italy oppofite to the Ionian fea, the reft of
the allies were going to follow their example : Rome
being now forced to combat againft thofe who were, if
I may be allowed the figure, the hands with which
they fhackled the univerfe, was upon the brink of
ruin : the Romans were going to be confined merely
to their walls; they therefore granted this fo much
wifhed-for T privilege, to allies, who had not yet been
wanting in fidelity ; and they indulged it, by infenfible
degrees, - to all.other nations.

But now Rome was no longer that city, the inha-
bitants of which had breathed one and the fame {pirit,
the fame love for liberty, the fame hatred of tyranny;
a city in which a jealoufy of the power of the fenate
and of the prerogatives of the great (ever accompanied
with refpect) was only a love of equality. The nations
of Italy I being made citizens of Rome, every city
brought thither its genius, its particular interefts, and
its dependance on fome mighty proteCtor: Rome being
now rent and. divided, no longer formed one entire
body, and men were no longer citizens of it, but in a
kind of fititious way; as there were no longer the
fame magiftrates, the {zme walls, the fame gods, the
fame temples, the fame burying places; Rome
was no longer beheld with the fame eyes; the ci-
tizens were no longer fired with the fame love for

* * The Afculani, the Marfi, the Veftini, the Marrucini, the Frentani,
the Hirpini, the Pompeians, the Venufini, the Iapyges, the Lucani, the
$ mnites, and other nations. Appian, dg¢ Bello civil. lib. i.

1 The Tufcans, the Umbri, the Larins. This prompted foeme nations
to fubmit themflves; and as thefe were alfo made citizens, others likea
wife laid down theirarms, fo that at laft there remained only the Samnites,
who were extirpated,

T Let the reader figure to himfelf this monfirous head, formed of all

the nations of raly, which by (he fuffiage of every individual, governed
the reft of the Wur}z: y 8 d '8

their
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their country, and the Roman fentiments were obli-
terated.

Cities anid nations were now invited to Rome by the
ambitious, to difconcert the fuffrages, or influence
them in their own favour; the public aflfemblies were
fo many confpiracies againft the ftate, and a tumultuous
croud of feditious wretches were dignified with the ti-
tle of Comitia *. The aunthority of the people and their
laws, nay that people themfelves, were more than fo
many chimzras, and fo univerfal was the anarchy of
thofe times, that it was not poffible to determine whe-
ther the people had made a law or not.

Authors enlarge very copioufly on the divifions which
proved the deftruction of Rome; but their readers fel-
dom difcover thofe divilions to have been always necef-
{ary and inevitable. The grandeur of the republic was
the only fource of that calamity, and exafperated po-
pular tumults into civil wars. Diffentions were not to
be prevented, and thofe martial {pirits, which were fo
fierce and formidable abroad, could not be habltuated
to ary confiderable moderation at home. Thofe who
expect in a free ftate, to fee the people undaunted in
war and pufillanimous in peace, are certainly defirous
of impoflibilities; and it may be advanced as a general
rule, that whenever a perfect calm is vifible, in a ftate

[* It is an eflential point to fix the number of citizens that are to form
the public affemblies; otherwife it might be unsertain whether the wholg
body or only a part of the people have voted, At Sparvta, the number
was fixed to ten thoufand.. But at Rome, a city defigned by providence

-to rife from the weakeft beginning to the higheft pitch of grandew ; Rome,

a city fated to experience all viciflitudes of fortune ; Rome, that had fome-
times all its inhabitants without its walls, and fometimes all Italy, and 2
great part of the world within them; at Reme, I' {iy, this number was
never fixed, which was one of the principal caufes of its ruin, L Efprit
des Loix, book ii. rh. 2. Our author obferves from Cicero, de Leg.
hib. i. and ii. thet ancther caufe of its ruin was, in making, towards the
clofe of the republic, the fuffrages fecret. The people in & democracy
ought always to ke public, who are to be dire€ed by thofe of higher rank.
But when the Eody of the nobles are to vate in an ariftocracy, or in a demo-
cracy thic fenate, as the bufinefs is then only to prevent intrigues, the fuf
frages cannot be too fecret,  LEfprit des Loix, ibid ] ‘

that
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that calls itfelf a republic, the {pirit of liberty no longe
fubfits.

Union, 1n a body politic, is a very equivocal term :
true union is fuch a harmony as makes all the part-
cular parts, as oppofite as they may ieew to us, concur
to the general welfare of the fociety, in the fame
manner as difcords in mulic contribute to the general
melody of found. Union may prevail in a ftate full
of {eeming commotions; or, in other words, there
may be an harmony from whence refults profperity,
which alone is true peace, and may be conlidered in
the fame view, as the various parts of this univerfe,
which are eternally connetted by the action of fome
and the reaction of others.

In a defpotic ftate indeed, which is every govern-
ment where the power is immoderately exerted, a real
divifion is perpetually kindled. The pealinr, the fol-
dier, the merchant, the magiftrate, and the grandee
have no other conjuntion than what arifes from the
ability of the one to opprefs the other, without refift-
ance; and if at any time a union happens to be intro-
duced, citizens are not then united, but dead bodies
are laid in the grave contiguous to each other.

It muft be acknowledged that the Roman laws were
too weak to govern the republic: but experience has
proved it to be an invariable fa@®, that good laws,
which raife the reputation and power of a fmall re-
public, become incommodious to it, when once its
grandeur is eftablithed, becaufe it was their hatural ef-
fet to make a great people, but riot to govern them.

The difference is very confiderable between good
laws, and thofe which may be called convenient; be-
tween fuch laws as give a people dominion over others,
and fuch as continue them in the poffeffion of power,
when they have once acquired irt.

There 1s at this tithe a republic * in the world, cf
which few prifons have any knowledge, and which,

* Th. canton of B.rn.

Vor. 1iI, Ir by
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by plans accomplifhed in filence and fecrecy, is daily
enlarging its power. And certain it is, that if it ever
tifes to that height of grandeur for which it feems pre-
ordained by its wifdom, it muft inevitably change its
laws, and the neceffary innovations will not te effcéted
by any legiflator, but muft {pring from corruption
itfelf.

Rome was founded for grandeur, and its laws * had
an admirable tendency to beltow it; for which reafon,
in all the variations of her governmenr, whether mo-
narchy, ariftocracy, or popular, fhe conftantly engaged
in enterprizes which required conduct to accomplifh
them, and always fucceeded. The experience of a day
did not furnith her with more wifdom than all other
nations, but fhe obtained it by a long fucceffion of
events, She fuftained a {mall, a moderate, and an
immenfe fortune with the fame fuperiority, derived
true welfare from the whole train of her profperities,
and refined every inftance of calamity into beneficial

inftrutions.
She loft her liberty, becaufe fhe compleated her work

too foon.

CHAP X
Of tbe Corruption of the Romans,

I AM of opinion that the fect of Epicurus, which
began to be propagated at Rome, towards the clofe of
the republic, was very prejudicial to the minds and
genius ‘of the peoplet. The Greeks had been in-

* The Roman government has been thought defe&ive by fome, becaufe
it was an intermixture of monarchy, ariftrocracy, and popular authority.
But the perfetion of a government does not confift in its conformity to
any particular plan to be found in the writings of politicians ¢+ but in its
correfpondence to the views every legiflator ought to entertain for the
grandeur and felicity of a people.  Was not the government of Sparta
compofed of three branches ?

+ Cyneas having difcourfed of the dotrines of this fi&, at the table of
Pyrrhus, Fabricius faid, He wifthed the enemies of Rome would all em-
brace fuch kind of principles.  Life of Pyrrhus,
fatuated
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fatvated with its do&rines long before, and confe-
quently; were corrupted much earlier than the Ro-
mans., We are affured by Polybius®, that oaths, in-
his time, could not induce any perfon to piace confi-
dence in a Greek, whereas they were confidered by a
Roman as inviolable obligations upon his confcience.

There is a pafiage in one of Cicero’s letters to 1 At-
ticus, which manifeftly difcovers how much the Ro-
mans had degenerated in this particular, fince the time
of Polybius.

¢« Memmius,” fays he, ““imparted to the fenate
¢ the agreement he and his fellow candidate had made
«« with the confuls, by which the latter ftipulated to
«¢ favour them in their folicitations for the confulthip
¢¢ the enfuing year; and they obliged themfelves to
s« pay four hundred thoufand fefterces to the confuls,
«¢ if they did not furnifh them with three augurs, who
<t fhould declare they themfelves were prefent when
<« the people made the Curiatian law}, though in
< reality it had not been enafted; and two former
¢ confuls, who fhould affirm they had affifted at fign-
¢ ing the edi¢t of the fenate which regulated the ftate
«-of the provinces affigned to the prefent confuls, not-
¢ withftanding no fuch edi€ was in being,” What
an admirable fet of people we difcover in a fingle
contract !

As religion always furnifhes the beft fecurity for the
rectitude of human actions, fo there was this peculi-

* If you lend a talent to 2 Greek, and biad him to the repayment, by
ten engagements, with as many f{ecurities, and witnefles to the loan, it 1s
impoffible to make them regard their word; whereas, among the Romans,
whether it be owing to their obligation of accounting for the public and
private money, they are always punétual to the oaths they have taken, For
which reafon, the apprehenfions of infernal torments were wifely eftablithed,
and it is altogether irrational that they now oppofe them, Polyb. lib. vi,

1 Polyb, lib. iv. let, 18.

1 The Curiatian law difpofed of the military power, and the edi& of
the fenate regulated the troops, the money, and officers that were to be
allotted to the governors: now the .confuls, in order to accomplith theie
particulars, to their own fatisfaftion, contrived a falfe law and a falfe
sdit of the fenate.

; Fa arity
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arity among the Romans, that the love they expreffed
for their country, was blended with fome particular fen-
timent of devotion. That mighty city, founded in
the moft aufpicious period; the great Romulus, ar
once their monarch and their god; the capitol,
efteemed as eternal as the city ; and the city, reputed
as cternal as its founder, had anciently ftruck fuch im-
preflions on the minds of the Romans, as might well
be withed to have been conftantly retained.

The grandeur of the ftate, in general, conftituted
the greatnefs of its particular members ; but as affiu-
ence confifts in conduét, and not in riches ; that wealth
of the Romans, which had certain limitations, intro-
duced a luxury and profufion which had no bounds.
Thofe who had been at firft corrupted by their opu-
lence, received the fame taint in their poverty, by
afpiring after acquifitions, that ro way comported with
private life 3 it was difficult to be a good citizen, under
the influence of ftrong defires and the regret of a large
fortune that had been loft: people, in this fituation,
were prepared for any defperate attempt ; and, as Sal-
luft * fays, there was, at that time, a generation of
men, who, as they had no patrimony of their own,
could not endure to fee others lefs neceffitous than
themlelves.

But as great foever as the corruption of Rome might
then be, all its calamitous effects were not introduced
among the people, for the efficacy of thofe inftitutions,
by which they were originally eftablifhed, was fo extra.
ordinary, that they always preferved an heroic forti-
tude, and devoted themfelves, with the greateft
application to war, amidii ail the foftenings of luxury
and pleafure ; which feems to me, to be a circumftance,
in which they were never imitated by any nation in the
world.

* Ut merits dicatur genitos offe, qui nec iffi hatere poffont Sos familiares,
nee akios pati. Fragment of suuit aited by Augubim, sa his ook of the

“ny ef Gody b i c. 18,
The
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The Romars were not folicitous to i mprove com-
merce, or cultivate the fciences, but ranked them
among the attentions proper for {laves™; we may
excepr, indeed, fome particular perfons, who had re-
ceived their freedom, and perfifted in their former
induftry. Buc their knowledge, in general, was coo-
fined to the art of war, which was the only track + by
which they could arrive at promotions in the magiftracy,
and other ftations of honour 3 for which reafon, their
military virtues fubfifted after all the reft were extin-
guifhed,

CHAP XL

Of SyMa, Pompey, gzd Cwzfar.

I INTREAT the reader’s perniffion to turn
my eyes from the horrors of the wars between Marius
and Sylla;- Appian has colleéted all the dreadful parti-
culars into this hiftory : befides the jealoufy, ambition,
and barbarity of the two chiefs, each particular Roman
was infatuated wich fury 3 the new citizensf, and the
ancient, no longer confidered each other as members
of the fame republic, bur gave a loofe to a fzries of
hoftilities, fo peculiar in their nature, 2s to comprehend
al] the miferies of a civil and foreign war.

% Cic. Offic. lib. i, c. 42 Illiberales @ fordidi Quafius mercenariorupm
omnium, quorum opere, uon quorum artes caunptur s ofl enim illis ipfa merces
aulloranentury ferwvitutis, Fhe merchants, adds that author, i1atle no
Jrobit unless tuey fallity their word.  Agriculture 1s the nobleft of all arts,
and moft woithy of a man in a flate of freedowm,

+ They were obliged to feive ten years, be'ween the age of fixteen
yeas and forty='even. Polyb. lib, vi.

1 Marius in order to ohtain a commifficn for carrying on the war
agamit M thridates, in prejudice of Sylla’s pretenfions, had, by the con-
‘cunience ot Sulpicius the tibune, incorporated the ercht new tbes of
the people ot Iialy, into the ancient, which rendeied the I[talians mafters
of the i ffrages; and the generality of thut prople efpouled the pasty of
Marius, whilit t' e fenate and the ancient citizzns engaged in the niarelt of

Sylla. A
Fa Sylla
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Sylla made feveral good laws, and reduced the
power of the tribunes; to which we may add, that the
moderation or caprice which induced him to refign the
di¢tatorthip, re-eftablithed the fenate, for fome time ;
but in the fury of his fuccefs, be fuffered himfelf to be
hurried into aftions, which-in their confequences, made
it impofiible for Rome to preferve,her liberty.

In his Afian expedition, he wholly deftroyed the
military difcipline 5 he accuftomed his army to rapine¥,
and taught them wants to which before they were ab-
folute ftrangers: he firft corrupted the foldiers, who
afterwards corrupted their leaders. :

He entered Rome with an armed force, and taught
the Roman generals to violate the afylum of libertyt.

He diftributed I the lands of the citizens among his

foldiers, and, by that proceeding, corrupted them for-

ever ; becaufe, from that moment, there was not one
of the military profeffion who did not wait for an op-
portunity of feizing the effeéts of his fellow-citizens.

He was likewife the inventor of profcriptions, and
fet a price on the head of every man who had not em-
braced his party. From that time, it became impoi-
fible for any one to be devoted to the republic ; for
whilft two ambitious men were contending for fupe-
riority, thofe who obferved a neutrality, or were
attached to the caufe of liberty, were fure to be pro-
fcribed by either of the competitors who fhould prove
vi€torious ; it therefore became prudent to engage in
one of the two parties.

He was fucceeded, fays Cicero §, by 2 man, who
in an impious caufe, and a victory ftill more ipfamous,

. * See in Catiline’s confpiracy, the defeription of Salloft has given us of
that army.

+ Fugatis Marii copiis, primus urbem Romam cum armis ingreffus eff-
A fragment of John of Antioch, in his extraét of the virtues and vices.

T At the beginning of the wars, the lands of the vanquithed enemies
were parcelled among the army ; but Sylla made the fame divifion of thofe
which belonged to the citizens.

§ Offices, lib, ii. c, 8.

ot
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not only confifcated the effeéts of individuals, but in-
volved entire provinces in the fame calamity.

Sylla, when he abdicated the difatatorfhip, pre-
tended, that he was unwilling to live in ary other
manner than under the protection of his own laws
but that action, which indicated {o much moderation,
was itfelf a confequence of his .violences. He .had
given lands to forty-feven legions, in different parts
of Italy. Thefe forces, fays Appian, regarding their
fortune as attached to his life, gave the greateft atten-
tion to his fafety, and were always ready either to fuc-
cour or avenge him*.

As the republic was fated to deftruttion, the only
material queftion was, who fhould have the credit of
overwhelaing it ?

" Two men equally ambitious, with this exception,
that the one knew how to proceed direétly to his pur-
pofe better than the other, eclipled, by their reputa-
tion, their exploits, and their virtues, all the reft of
the citizens. Pompey made the firft appearance in the
fcene of action, and Ceefar immediately followed him.

Pompey, to render himfelf popular, had difannulled
the law of Sylla, which limited the power of the peo-
ple, and when he had facrificed the moft falutary laws
of his country to his particular ambition, he obtaired
all he defired, and the rafh indifcretion of the populace
was altogether unbounded in his favour.

The Roman laws had wifely parcelled out the pub-
lic power into feveral magiftracies, which mutually
fupported as well as reftrained and tempered each
other ; and as the power of all, who enjoyed thofe
promotions, was confired to a proper extent, every
ciizen was qualified for a (tation of that pature; and
the people, feeing numbers of fuch perfons pafling
away in {ucceffion, were not habituated to any parti-
cular magiftratc among them. But, in the times we

* Agreeably to what happened after the death of Cafar,
4 are
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are now defcribing the plan of government was

changed ; the moft potent competitors obtained extra-

ordmary commifiions from the people, which annihi-

lated the authority of the magiftrates, and drew all the
great zffairs into the hands of one man, or a few,

Was war to be proclaimed againtt Sertorius ? Pom-
pey was nominated to command the army.  Were the
Romans to march againft Mithridates 2 Every voice
called aloud for Pompey Did it become neceffary to
tranfinit corn to Rome ? The people would have given
it over for loft, had not Pompey been entrufted with
the importation. .Were the pirates to be deftroyed ?
Who {o proper for that expedition as Pompey ? And
when Czfar himfelf threatened Rome with an invafion,
the fenators cried out, in their turn, and placed all
their confidence in Pompey.

I am willing to believe (faid Marcus * to the people)
that this Pompey, who is fo much carefled by the no-
bxhty, is more inclinable ta fecure your liberty, than
he is to countenance their authority over you: but
there was a time, when each individual among you

was protected by feveral, and not the whole body of
the people by one perfon; and when it was never
known, that 2 finglé man either gave or took away
things of fo much confequencc.

As Rome was formed for grandeur, it became ne-
ceffary 1o unite the honours and power in the fame
perions, which in unquiet times would fix the admi-
ration of the people on one partrcular citizen.

When heneurs are Oianted, -the glvcrs know exa&ly
what they beftows; but when power is adled to the
donatiop, they can never be certain how far 1t will be
extended.

" Immoderate preferences given to a itizen, in a
rephbllc, are always produclive of neceflary effects ;
they either raife ‘envy in the people, or make ‘their

.‘ﬂwmn overflow all bounds. ‘
* Fragmept of Salluft,

When
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When Pompey returned twice to Rome, in a con
dition to enflave the republic, he had the moderation
to difband his armies, before he entered the city 5 and
then he made his appearance with the air of 2 common
citizen : thefe inftances of a difinterefted behaviour,
which completed all his glory, did not fail, in their
confequences, to make the fenate always declare in his
favour, whenever he attempted any thing prejudicial
to the laws.

The ambition of Pompey was more unaclive and
gentle than that of Czfar. This warrior refolved, like
Sylla, to open himfelf a paffage to fovereign power
by arms, but Pompey . grew dilpleafed at fuch 2 me-
thod of oppreflion ; he alpired, indeed, to the difta-
torfhip, but was willing to cwe it to the fuffrages of
the people 3 he could not refolve to ufuip power, bur
would have been glad to have had it tendered to him as
a gift.

gAs the favour of the people is always ina Autvating
ftate, there were fome feafons, whercin Pompey beheld
his reputation in a declining condition *; and it affected
him in the moft tender pait, to fee the very perfens he
defpifed, make advances in popularity, and then em-
ploy it againft him.

This led bim into three altions equally fatal ; he
corrupted the pecple with money, and fixed a price,
in the elections, on the fuffrage of each citizen.

He employed the vileft of the populace to incom-
mode the magiftrates in the exercife of their fur.ons,
in hopes, that wife people growing weary cf living in
a ftate of anarchy, would be urged by defpair to create
him dicator,

In a word, he united his interefts with thofe of
Czfar and Craffus : Caro faid, their union and not their
enmity deftroyed the republic; and in reality, it
was then reduced to fuch an unhappy ftate, that it

¢ See Plutarch,

received
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received lefs injury from civil wars than by a peace,
which,. as it united the views and interefls of the lead-
fng men, fo i naturally introduced tyranny in the go-
vernment.

Pompey did mot properly lend his reputation to
€=far, but facrificed it wo his caufe, without knowing
what he did; and Cafar, in return, employed all the
power he had received from Pompey to the prepudice
of the donor, and even played off his own artifices
againft him - he raifed troubles in the city by his
emiffaries ; he made himfelf mafter of all eleftions;
and confuls, prztors, and tribunes purchafed their
promotions at their own price. :

The fenate, who ealily penetrated into Cafar’s de-
figns, had recourfe to Pompey, and intreated him ta
undertake the defence of the republic, if that name
might properly be given to a gavernment which im-
plored protection of one of its citizens.

I am of opinion, that what contributed moft to
Pompey’s deftrution, was the fhame that affe@led
him, when he grew fenfible, that by raifling Cefar as
he had done, he had committed a fatal overfight ; but
he {uffered this confideration to prevail as late as pof-
fible, and did not prepare for his defence, lelt he fhould
be obliged to acknowledge himfelf in danger. He
afferted before the fenate that Czfar durft not engage
in a war; and becaufe he had made fuch a declaration
feveral times, he always perfifted in repeating it.

One circumftance feems to have capacitated Cealfar
for any undertaking, and that was the unhappy con-
formity of names ; the {enate had added to his govern-
ment of the Cifalpine Gaul, al! that part of Gaul which
was diftinguithed by the name of Tranfalpine.

As the politics of thofe times did not permit armies
to be ftationed near Rome, fo neither would they fuf-
fer Italy to be entitely deftitute of troops.3 for which
reafon, confiderable forces were quartered in Cifalpine
Gaul, a country which extends from the Rubicon, a

litcle



Cuar.11. OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, g

little river in Romania, to the Alps: but, in order to
fecure the city of Rome againft thofe troops, the fe-
nate paffed that famous edi€t, which is fill to be feen
engraven in the road near Rimini, by which they fo-
lemnly devoted to the infernal gods, and branded
with facrilege and parricide,  any perfon whatever,
who thould prefume to pafs the Rubicon, withan army,
a legion, or a fingle cohort.

To a government of that importance as to keep
the ciry in awe, another was added which proved fill
more confiderable, and that was all the Tranfalpine
Gaul, which comprehended the fouthern parts of
France, where Cafar had for feveral years an oppor-
tunity of profecuting war againft as many nations as he
pleafed ; by which means his foldiers advanced in
years as well as himfelf, and were conquered by him,
in their turn, as well as the Barbarians. Had Czfar
not been entrufted with the government of Tranfal-
pine Gaul, he could not have corrupted his troops,
nor rendered his name venerable to them by fo many
viCtories; and had he not enjoyed- Cifalpine Gaul,
Pompey might have ftopped him at the pafs of the
Alps, whereas he was compelled to retire from Italy,
when the war began, which made him lofe among his
own party that reputation which, in civil wars, is the
very {oul of power,

The fame confternation, which Hannibal diffufed
through Rome, afier the battle of Cannz, was fpread
by Cazfar over all that city, when he had paffed the
Rubicon. Pompey was fo confounded, that he be-
came incapable, even in the firft moments of the war,
of forming any defign but fuch as is ufually fuggefted
in the moft defperate conjunctures. He could only
retire, and truft to flight,  Accordingly he left Rome
and the public treafure ; and as he was in no condition
to retard the conqueror, he forfook part of his troops,
abandoned all Italy, and croffed the fea.

Czlar’s
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Cefar’s fortune has been greatly celebrated ; bur this
extraordinary man enjoyed fo many great qualities,
without the intermixture of a defect, though he had
feveral vicious inclinations, that he would have been
vittorious at the head of any army he had commanded,
and would have governed in any republic that had given
him birth, ‘

When he had defeated Pompey’s lieutenants in
Spain, he paffed into Greece to frek Pompey himfelf ;
and this general, who had poflefled himfelf of the fea-
coafts, and was mafter of a fuperior force, was on the
point of beholding Cefar’s army deftroyed by mifery
and famine. Bur as the defire of approbation was his
predominant frailty, he could not forbear giving atten-
tion to fume vain {peeches * of thofe about hlm who
were perpetually blaming his conduct, and morufymo
him with their jefts.  This general, fays one, would.
perpetuate his command, and be a new king of kings,
like Agamemnon : I affure you, replies another, we
fhall not cat any Tufculum figs this year. A few
encounters in which be had fucceeded, guite intoxicated
the heads of this fenatorial hoft ; and Pompey, to avoid
cenfure, gave into an indifcretion which pofterity will
ever blame; he refolved to facrifice all the advanrages
he had then obtained, and marched at the head of un-
difciplined troops to engage an army that had been o
frequently victorious,

When the. fhattered remains of Pharfalia were with-
drawn into Africa, Scipio, who then commanded them,
refuled to follow Cato’s advice for protracting the
war. He grew elated with a few inftances of fuccefs ;
ke rifked all, and immediately loft all he had rifked ;
and when Brutus and C.ffius re-eftablifhed that party,
the ﬁmc preceipitation deftroyed the repubhc a third
time {.

* See Plutaicn’s lx e of Pompc) .

+ This is weil cleared up in Appian's hift-ry of the civil war, llb iv.
The army of Ofavine and Antony would have peufhed by fam ney if
their enemics had not given them batle, I

£
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It is obfervable, that in the long courfe of thefe
civil wars, the power of Rome was continually extend-
ing in foreign parts, under Marius, Sylla, Pompey,
Cefar, Antony, and Auguftus; and that mighty city,
growing daily more formidable, completed the de-
ftruction of a'l the kings who prefumed to refift her.

No ftate threatens its neighbours with conqueft fo
much as that which is involved in the horrors of civil
war: in fuch a feafon, the nobility, the citizens, the
artizans, the peafants, and, in fhort, the whole body
of the people become foldiers; and when peace has
united all the contending parties, this ftate enjoys great
advantages over others, whofe fubjelts are gencrally
citizens.  Befides, civil wars always produce great men,
becaufe in the univeifal confufion which then reigns,
thofe who are diftinguifhed by any particular merit, have
a favourable opportunity of making themfelves confpi-
cuous : each of thefe perfons ranges himfelf in a fuit-
able fituation ; whereas, in times of perace, they are
ftationed by others, and generally very mjumcxouﬂy.
We fhall pafs from the Romans, and inquire for in-
ftances of this truth, in nations that are more modern ;3
and among thefe, France was never fo formidable
abroad, as after the contentions hetween the houfts
of Burgundy and Orleans, after the troubles of the
league, after the civil wars in the minority of Lewis
the Thirteenth, and after the national diffentions in the
nonage of Lewis the Fourteenth., England was never
fo much refpe@ed as in the time of Cromwell, after
the wars of the long parliament.  The Germans did
not gain their fuperiority over the Turks, till after the
civil wars of the empire.  The Spaniards, under Phi-
lip the fifth, and immediately after the civil wars that
were kindled by the fucceffion, invaded Sicily with fuch
a force as aftonithed all Furope ; and we now fze the
Perfians rifing from the afhes of a civil war, and hum-
bling the Ottoman power.

2 In
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In a word, the republic was at laft enflaved, and we
are not to charge that calamity on the ambition of
particular perfons, but fhould rather impute it to the
difpofition of man in general, whofe cravings after
power are always moft infatiable, when he enjoys the
greateft fhare, and who only defires the whole, becaufe
he poffefles a large part. ‘

If the fentiments of Cefar and Pompey had refem-
bled thofe of Cato, others would have had the fame
ambitious thoughts as Pompey and Cafar difcovered 3
and fince the republic was fated to fall, it would have
been dragged to the precipice by fome other hand.

Cafar pardoned every mortal ; but the moderation
people difcover when they have ufurped all, feems to
be no extraordinary accomplifhment.

Though he has been much commended for being
indefatigable, after the battle of Pharfalia, yet Cicero,
very juftly, accufes him of remiffnefs. He tells Caf-
fius * they never could have imagined Pompey’s
party would have revived fo confiderably in Spain
and Africa; and that if they could have forefecen that
C=far would have amufed himfelf in his Alexandrian
war, they would not have made their peace with him
as they did, but would have followed Scipio and Cato
into Africa. And thus a weak paffion for 2 woman
made him engage in four wars, and by not forefeeing
the two laft, he hazarded all he had gained at Phar-
falia.

Cafar governed at firft under the ufual titles of
magiftracy, for nothing affe€ts mankind more than
names; and as the Afiatics abhorred thofe of conful
and proconful, the Europeans detefted that of king;
fo that thofe titles conftituted at that time, the happi-
nels or defpair of all the earth. He made fome over-
tures to have the diadem placed on his head; but
when he grew fenfible that the people difcontinued

® Familiar letters, lib, xv.



Caar. 11, OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE: )

their acclamations, he thought fit to reje® . He
likewife made other attempts¥, and it is not to be
comprehended, how he could believe that the Romans,
in order to fuffer him to be a tyrant, fhould for that-
reafon be in love with tyranny, or could even give
credit to what they themfelves had done.

One day, when the fenate tendered him fome par-
ticular honours, he negleéted to rife from his feat,
and from that moment, the gravelt members of that
body loft all patience.

Mankind are always moft offended at any ‘trefpafs
on the ceremonials and punilios they expect. If you
endeavour to opprefs them, it fometimes pafles for a
proof of -the efteem you entertain for them, but a
violation of their decorums is always an inftance of
contempt.

Cezfar, who was a conftant enemy to the fenate,
«could not conceal the mean opinion he entertained of
that body, who had almoft rendered themfelves ridi-
culous, when they were no longer in pofleflion of
power : for which reafon even his clemency was an
infult, and it became evident that he only pardoned
becaufe he {corned to punifh.

C=far formed the edifts of the fenate himfelf, and
fubfcribed them with the names of the firft fenators
he happened to think on.  Cicero, in the ninth book
of his familiar letters, writes to this effet: ¢ I have
¢ been fornetimes informed, that an editt of the fe-
“ nate pafled by my confent, has been tranf{mitted to
¢ Syria and Armenia, before I had any knowledge
¢ that it was made; and feveral princes have fent me
“ lJetters of acknowledgment for my confent, to allow
them the title of kings, when, at the fame time, I
was fo far from knowing them to be kings &ill that
moment, that I even had not heard there were any
¢ fuch perfons in the world.”

(18

* Hc abolithed the office of tribunes of the people.
We
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We may fee, in the letters * of fome great men of
that time, though they pafitd under. Cicero’s name,
becaule moft of them were written by himfelf, into
what dejection and defpair perfons of . the firft rank in
the republic- were funk by _this fudden revolution,
which divefted them of their honours, and even their
employments ; ‘when the {enate, having.no longer any
fundtions to perform, that repotation -they -had ag-
quired through all the world, was now. to be difpenfed
from the cabinet of one man. This ftate of affairs ap-
pears in a much better light in thofe letters, than in
any relations. of hiftorians ; and they are the moft mat«
terly reprelentation of the ingenuous turn of mind. of a
fet of prople ynited by.a_common affli®ion, and.giye
us a_complete portrait of an age wherein a falfe po-
litenefs had not infeéted all fociety with infincerity and
untruth. ~ In a word, they are not written Iike our mo-
dern_lctters, with a view. to.deceive, but -are the faith-
fol intercourle of friends, who communicated all they
knew. o .

It was hardly poffible for Cafar, in his fituation, te
preferve his lite: the generality,.of .the confpirators
ag:inft him, were of his parryt, or. had. received
muny great obligations from him, and.the reafon of
taeir ingenuion.to afluffinate him, is very natural ; they
had gained fignal advantages by his conqueft, but-the
more their fortune improved,. the -greater was gheir
fhare of the common calamity, and to thofe:who have
not.any thing they can properly call their. owa, it
feems, in fome particulars, to bz of. lutle confequence
under what government they live,

Befides, there was a certsin Jaw of nations, or a
fettled opinion which prevailed in all the republics of
Greece and Italy, and afciibed the charater of a vir-
tuous man to the perfon who thould affaffinate any one

* See the lettrs of Cicero and Servius S piciug, ,
1 Dec.nus Bratus, Caius Caics, Trebonius, Tullius Cimber, Minu-
tivs, Bafhus, were Cxfars friends. Appian, De bello clvili, lih. ii.

who
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who had ufurped the fovereign power. Rome had
been extremely fond of this notion, ever fince the ex-
pulfion of her kings: the law was very exprefs; the
examples had a general approbation ; the republic put
a fword into the hand of every citizen, conftituted him
their magiftrate for a few moments, and acknowledged
him for their defender.

Brutus * was bold enough to tell his friends, that,
fhould his own father return from the grave, he would
facrifice him to the public good, with as little remorfe
as he ftabbed Cefar; and though, by the continuance
of tyranny, this furprifing fpirit of liberty had gradu-
ally loft its vigour, yet the confpiracies, at the begin-
ning of Auguftus’s reign, were perpetually reviving.

The ancient Romans were animated by a predo-
minant love for their country, which, aing by a
variation from the common ideas of crimes and virtues,
was only attentive to its own dictates, and in the fer-
vors of its operation entirely difregarded friends and
citizens, fathers and benefactors. Virtue feemed to
have forgotten her own precepts, with a refolution to
furpafs herfel, and when an ation feemed too fevere
to be immediately confidered with approbation, fhe
foon caufed it to be admired as divine.

In a word, did not the guilt of Cefar, who lived in
a free government, confift in placing himfelf out of
the reach of all punithments but an affaflination ? And
when we afk why he was not oppofed by open force,
or the power of the laws, do we not at the fame time
demand fatisfattion for his crimes ? :

® Bee the letter of Brutus, in the colletion of Cicero’s letters,

Vor. 111, G CHAP,
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Obfervations on the Staie 0]‘ Rome after the Deatb qf
Caefar

SO impoffible was it for the repubhc to accompiifh
its re-eftablifiment, that"a conjunéture then happened
which was never known before ; there was no longer
any tyrant, and yet liberty was extinguithed ; for- the
caufes which had contributed to its deﬁru&xon, ftill
fubfiftecd* to prevent its revival.

- The Affaffins bad only formed the plan of a confpi-
racy, -but had not taken any meafures to render it ef-
fectual in the event.

When they had ftruck the blow, they all retired to
the capntal ‘the fenate forbore to aflfemble, and, the
next day, Lepidus, who was fond of commotions, took
poIchﬁon of the Forum, with a band of foldiers at his
devotion.

The veteran troops, who were apprehenfive that the
immenfe donations’ they had received would. be no
longer repeated, had marcheéd into Rome: this pro-
ceeding compelled the fenate to approve all the aéts
of Lafar, and-then, by a faculty of reconciling ex-
tremes, they gianted a general amnefty to the conlpx«
rators, -which produced a falfe appearance of peace: -

Czfar; a little before his death, whilft he was pre-
paring for- his expedition agamft the Parthians, ~had
appointed magiftrates for feveral years, that he might
fecure himfelf a fet of men who, "in his abfence, would
maintain the tranquility of his government; fo thar,
after his death, the party who had efpoufed his intereft,
were in a condition to {upport themfelves for a confi-
derable time.

As_the fenate had ratified all the alts of Cefar
without any reftrition, and as the confuls were in-
trufted with the- execution of them, Antony, who

was
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was then one of thofe magiftrates; got poffeffion of
Czfar’s book of accounts, gaintd upon his fectetary,
and made him infert, in that book; all'thé articles he
thought proper, by which means the dititor reigned
more imperioufly than when he was living ; for what
he could never have accomplithed, Antony had the
dexterity to effect ; great fums of money, which Cefar
would never have beftowed, were diftributed among
the people by Antony, and every man who had any
feditious defigns againft the government, was fure to
find a fudden gratuity in Caefar’s books.

It unfortunately happened that Cafar to make his
expedition effectual, had amafied prodigious fums, and
depofited them in the temple of Ops; Antony dif-
pofed of thefe as he thought fit, by the expedient of
his book. )

The confpirators had, at firft, determined to caft
the body of Cefar into the Tyber*, and might have
executed that defign witheut any interruptien; for in
thofe feafons of aftonifhment which fucceed unexpected
events, every intention becomes practicable : this how-
ever did not take effet, and we fhall now relate what
happened on that occafion.

The fenate thought themfelves under a neceffity of
permitting Ceefar’s funeral obfequies tc be performed ;
and indeed they could not decently forbid them, as
they had never declared im a tyrant. Now the Ro-
mans, in conformity to a cuftom eftablithed among
them, and much boafted of by Polybius, always car-
ried, in their funeral proceflions, the images which re-
prefented the anceftors of the deceafed, and made an
oration over the body. Antony, who charged himfelf
with this laft province, unfolded the bloody robe of
Cefar to the view of all the people, read to them the
particulars of his will, in which he had left them ex-

* That aftion would not have been unprecedénted ; for when Titerius
Gracchus was flain , Lucretius the edile, who was aftedwards ‘called Véf-
Mo, threw his body igto the Tyber. Aurel; Vitur, de virid iliuft:

‘ 2 traordipary
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traordmary legacxes, and then wrought them i into fuch
violent emotions, that they 1mmedlately fired the houfes
of the confpirators, - -

Cicero, who governed the fenate~in this whole af-
fair®, makes no- fcr uple to ackrowledge thar it weuld
have been much better to have proceedcd with vigour,
and even to have -expofed themfelves to deftruction,
though indeed it was not probable that fuch ‘a fate
would have attended them ; but he alledges for his‘ex-
cufe, that as the fenate was then aflembled, they had
no opportunity in their favour ; and he adds, that thofe
who:are fénfible of the importance even-of a moment, in
affairs: wherein the people have fo'confiderable a- parz,
will not be furprized at his conduct in that ‘tranfation,

Another accident happened at this time :- when the
people were celebrating funeral games in Honour of
Czfar, a-comet, with long flaming hair, appeaed-for
the fpace of feven days, which” made them behev&thc
foul of Cafar was received into heaven.-

Tt was very cuftomary for the people of Greet:c and
Afia, to erect temples + to the kmgs, and “even’ f.hc
proconfuls who had governed them; and-they’were
mdulged in this pra&xcc, becaufe it was the greate
evidence they could poflibly give of their ab_]eéf fervi-
tude. Nay the Romans themfclves might, in ‘their
private temples, where their- lares were depoﬁted ‘ren-’
der divine honours to their anceftors 3 but I ‘cGnnot
remember, that from the time 6f Romulus to Julius
Czfdr, any Roman | was ever ranked among thc gods
of .the republic.

. The government of Macedénia was affi gned to' An-
tony, but he was defirous of changing it for that of
Gaul, and the motives which fo induced him are very
evident: Decimus Brums, who governed Cifalpine

" ». Letters to Atticus, lib, xiv. ¢. 6. S
+ See more on this fubjedt, in the letters of Cmero to Amcus, lib, ¥
ard the remark ‘of the abbé de Mongaat. '
-1 Dion, relates that the triumviri, who all expefted the fame deifica-
«nm, took all unagmable care.to r.nlnrge the hogours paid to Ceefur. -

Gaﬁl,‘
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Gaul, having refufed .to refign that province to An-
tony, he was refolved to deprive him,of, it by force,
This produced a givil war,in which -the fenate de-
clared Antony an epemy. to_his country, .. . ¢
Cicero,. to accomplifh, ¢he deftruction of -Antony his
mortal enemy, was {0 injudicious -as to .employ.all his
intereft for the promation of O&avius, and inftead- of
defacing. the idea. of ope Cefar in she minds of the
people, he placed two before their eyes. :

- Oftavius, in his condu to Cicero, aQed like a man
who knew the world ; he flattered, he praifed, he con-
fulted him, .and employed every engaging artifice,
which vanity never diftrufts. . Coe

. Gieat affaits. arg frequently difconcerted, ‘becaufe
thofe' who undertake. them_ feldom confine their expec-
tatiops to the principal event, but look after fome hittle
particular” fuccefs which foothes the indulgent opinion
they entertain of .themfelves.’ o .
. 1 am inclined_to think, that, if Cato had referved
himfelf for.the republic, he would have given a_very
different . turn, to “affairs,  Cicero had extraordinary
ahilites for the fecond clals, but was incapable of - the
firft,  ‘His.genius was fine, -but his foul feldom foared
above the vulgar. -, His chara@eriftic was virtue ; that:
of Cata Glory*. Cicero always. beheld himpfelf in the
firlt rank ;- Cato never.allowed his merit a placein hid
remembrancze, - This man would-have preferved_the
republic for his-own fake ; the-other ghat he might have:
boafted of ‘the action. RTINS

I. might carry an the parallel by add ng,-that when
Cato . forelaw, .(iccra wes intimidated:s -and._when
the former hoped, the latter. was .confident: Cato ‘be--
held things throvgh a ferene mediums:Cicefo viewed -
them' through a glare of little paffions.

Antony was defeated at<Modena; wherethe: two
confuls, Hirtivs 4ad ‘Panfa, loft their, Jives : The fe-

ARTLIN LR SR woe

® Efi quam videri bonus maleben s e qdomines leridinipecebiat. 40
magis wlam afequebatur. {a uft. bell, Catil,
2 G 3 natc’
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pate, who thought themfelves fuperior to their tumul-
toous affairs, began to think of humbling O&avius,
who now ceafed hoftilities againft Antony, marched
his army to Rome, and caufed himfelf to be declared
confpl. , '

In this manner did Cicero, who boafted that his
robe had crufhed the arms of Antony, introduce an
enemy into the republic, the more formidable, becaufe
his name was much dearer to the people, and his pre-
tenfions, to all appearance, better founded*. ‘

Antony, after his overthrow, retired into Tranfal-
pine Gaul, where he was received by Lepidus. Thefe
two men entered into an affociation with O&avius, and
gave up to each other the lives of their friends and
their enemiest. Lepidus continued at Rome, whilft
the gther two went in queft of Brutus and Caffius, and
found them in thofe parts where the empire of the worid
was thrice contended for in battle.

Brutus and Caffius killed themfelves with a precipi-
tation not to be vindicated ; and it is impoffible to read.
this period of their lives, without pitying the republic
which was fo abandoned. Cato clofed the tragedy
with his own murder; and thefe, in fome meafure,
opened-it with theirs. '

Several reafons may be affigned for this cuftom of
felf-deftruction, which fo generally prevailed among
the Romans.; the progrefs of Stoicifm which encou-
raged it ; the eftablithment of triumphs and flavery,
which induced feveral great men to believe they ought
not to furvive a defcat 3 the advantages accruing to the
accufed, who put an end to life rather than fubmit to
a tribunal, which condemned their memory, to infamyj,
and their goods to confifcation; a point of honour,
more rational perhaps, than that which now prompts

® He was C2fa1’s heir, and his fon by adoption. ]

+ So inveterate was the'r cruelty, thatthey commanded every indiwt_iua]
among the people fo rejoice ac the profcriptions on pain of death,  Dion.

3 Eorum qui defe flatncbant, bumebantuy corporay manchant teflawmentd

presium feftinandi. ‘Tacit, An. vi,
. 3 us
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us to ftab our friend for a gefture or an expreffion; in
a word, the convenience * of heroifn, which gave every
ene the liberty of finithing his part oy the ftage of the
world, in what fcene he pleafed.. - .

We might add, the great facility of putting fuch a.
principle in execution ;' the foul all attentive to the
altion’ fhe is preparing ro commit, - to the motives
which determine her reflolution, to the dangers fhe
avoids by it, does not properly behold death, becaule
pafiion makes itfelf felt, but always blinds the eyes.

Self-love, and a fondnefs for our prefervation,
changes itfelf irito fo many. thapes, ard aéts by fuch
contrary principlés, that if. leads us to. facrifice our
exiltence. for the very fake of exiltence; and fuch 1s
the eftimate we make of ourfelves, that we confent to
die by a natural and obfcure fort of inftin&, which
makes us love ourfelves even more than our lives,

It is certain that we are:become lefs- free; lefs cou-
rageous, :and lefs capable of grand enterprizes than
they were formerly, by this love of ourfelves.

CHAP XIL

4 U GUSTUS.

SEXTUS POMPEIUS poffefled Sicily and Sar-
dinia, was mafter at fea, and faw himfelf at the head
of a great multitude of fugitives, and perfons devoted
to death by profcriptions, whofe latt hopes depended
on their valour,. Ottavius contended with him, in

two very laborious wars ; and after a variety of ill fuc-

vvvvv s

cefs, vanquithed him by the abilities of Agrippa.
"MGTt of the confpirators ended their lives in a mifera-
ble manner; and it was natural that perfons who

headed a party, fo frequently. harraffed by wars, in

* If Charles I. and James II. had been edueated in a religion which
would have permitted them to deftroy themfElves, the one would pot have
ubmitted to fuch a death, nor the other to fuch a life,

G 4 which
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which no - quarter was - afforded,-fhonld die a violent
death, That event:was,  however,- interpreted -into a
confequence, of -divine ¥engeance,; which punithed the
murderers.of . Ca!ar, and 1n jts turn pmfanhed ﬁhc}r
caufe

- Otavius: gamed over the {olchers of Lepxdus =to h:s
owh iatereft, and divefted him of -his.power in:the 4ri-
umvirate ; he ‘even envied him the confolation;of
pafling the remainder -of his days in obfcumyﬂ»and
compelled-him to appear:as a. pnvatc man:m the, aﬁém-
blies of the people. .-

-It is impoffible for any one o be dxfplca(cd at Lhe
humiliation -of this Lepidus; he was the moft deprayed
citizen - in all the republic, a -conftant.pronjoter.of dif-
turbances, and- one who perpétually formed fatal
fchemes, wherein he was obliged to affociate; with. peo-
ple of ‘more- ability than himfelf..- A modern author *
has thought fit to be large in his commendation;~and
cites Antony, who, -inone of: his ‘letters, weprefents
him as an honeft man. But he,, who . had thagt-cha-
ra@er from Antony, could not have mych-title to .it
from other perfons,

I believe Octavius-is the only man of all thc Ro-
man generals, who ever gained the affeCtions of .the
foldiers by giving them perpetual inftances of. a-narural
timidity of fpirit. The foldiers, at ithat time, . were
more affected with the liberality of their commanders
than their valour ; perhaps it was even, forrunater for
him that he was not mafter of apny. qualities w.
could procure him- the empire, and that his very inca-
pacity fhould be the caufe of his promotion to it, fince
it made him the.lefs dreaded. It is not impoffible that
the defe@s which threw the greateft difhonour onhis

character, were the moft progmous ‘to ‘his fortupe.. If
he had difcovered, at firft, any traces of an exalted
foul, all mankind ‘would have been _]ealous of his abi-
lifies 3 and if he had been fpmted by any true bravery,

& The abbé de St, Real, b



Cuar. 13. OF 'THE ROMAN EMPIRE- 8g

he-would not have given Antony-timesito launch into
all the extravagances which proved hisruin.

- 1 Whent Antony was preparing to march againft O&a-
vigs, heaflured hissfoldiers, by a. folemn oath, that he.
would reftore the republic; which makes it evident,
thateven they were jealous of the liberty-of their coun-
try, though-theyweré the perpetual inftruments of -its
‘deftruttion s for an army is the-blindeft and moﬂ‘ incon-
fiderate:fet of peopla in the world.” -

~ The-battle ‘'of Activm was fought, Cleopatra ﬁed
and drew Antony after her. It evidently appeared by
“thie ¢ircumiftances of her-future condut, that fhe after-
waids betrayed-Hiim # ; " perhaps.that incomprehenfible
fpiric of coquetry fo-predeminant in her fex,: tempted
‘her topradtife all'her arts'to lay a third foverexgn of
1he world at het feet.' - -

- Al -woman; ™ to whom Antony had facnﬁced the
whole world, ‘betrayed him; -many captains.and kings,
whom he had raifed” or made, failed him; and, -a&if
generofity were connefted with fervitade, a.company
of gladiators remained heroically - faithful to him,
Load a man with benefits, the firft. idea you infpire
him with, is to finc ways to preferve them; they are

* peéw interefts which you give him to defend. - ‘
- The moft furprifing. circumftance’ in'thofe wars is,
that one batdle fhould  generally decide the difference,
and that one defeat 'thould be irreparable, -

- The Roman foldiers were not,: properly, ‘under ‘the
preValerfce of any' party fpirit ; they:did -not fight for
any: particular’ acquificion, but for fome particular
perfon’; - they only knew their commander, " who' en-
gaged-their fervice- by pradigious hopesy but when he
was onee ‘defeated, tand confequently no- longer in a
conditiori' to: ‘accomplith “his promifes, they immedi-
ateiy’revolted tovthe other -fide.s The provinces did
ot embhrk vin- the quarrel wuh any grnatcr ﬁncerlty,

* Dmn hb i

fof
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for it was of little confequence to them, whether the
fenate or the people prevailed ; and therefore, when
one of the generals. loft the day, they declared for. the
other ;. for ¢ every city was obliged to juftify itfelf be-
fore the conqueror, who hav;ng engaged hunfelf

the foldiery by immenfe promifes, was can{’cramed to
facrifice to their avidity thofe countries which were
moft obnoxious,

"~ We have been afflited, in France, with two forts
of civil war ; one had rellgnon for its pretext, and was
of long duration, becaufe the motive which firft in-
i_ﬂamed ity contin ued to fubfift after victory 5 the other
could not properly be faid to have any motive, but
was rather kindled by the caprice or ambition of fome
great men, and was foon extingu'thed.

" Aunguftus {for that was the name offered by fattery
to. O&avms) was careful to eftablifh order, or rather
a durable fervitude; for when once the fovereignty
has'been ufurped in a free ftate, every tranfa&ion on
which an unlimited authority can be founded, is called
a regulation ; and all inftances of diforder, .comme-
tion, and bad government, are reprefented as the only
expedients to preferve the juft liberty of the fubject.

All the Roman citizens who were ever altuated by
ambitious views, have attempted to introduce a kind
of anarchy in the republic; and Pompey, Craflus,
and Cefar, fucceeded to a miracle ; they authorized:
an impunity for all public crimes, and abolifhed. every
inftitution calculated to prevent the corruption of man-
pers, and every regulation accommodated to the beft
politics 5 ‘and as good legiflators endeavour to improve
their fellow. citizens, thefe, on the contrary, were in-
defatigable to lead them into a degeneracy from every:
virtwe, With this view they gave a fanction to the
pernicious cuftom of corrupting the people by money,
and when any perfons were accufed of undue practices.
fot obraining place of truft, the delinquents corrupted
the judges who were to decide the caufe. They inter-

rupted
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rupted the elections by every violent proceeding, and
even intimidated the tribunal itfelf. The authority
of the people was reduced to -annihilation, witnefs
Gabanius , who, after he had re-inftated Ptolemy, by
force of arms, on his throne, contrary to the inclinations
of the people, very boldly demanded a eriumph.

Thefe leading men in the republic endeavoured to
make the people difgufted at their own power, and
to become neceffary themielves, by rendering the in-
conveniences of the republican government as difagree-
able as poffible. But when Auguftus had eftablifhed
himfelf in the fupremacy, his politics were employed
to reftore order, that the people might be fenfible of
the happirefs of being ruled by one man.

When Auguftus was at the head of an armed power,
he dreaded the revolt of his foldiers, and not the con-
fpiracies of the citizens ; for which reafon he lavithed
all his careffes on the former, and was altogether in-
human to the latter : but when his arms had accom-
plifhed a peace, he was apprehenfive of confpiracies,
and the idea of Cafar’s untimely death being always
prefent to his remembrance, he refolved to vary from
his conduét that he might avoid his fate. We fhall
now give the reader a complete key to the whole life of
Auguftus: he wore a coat of mail, under his robe, in
the ftnate houfe ; he refufed the title of diCator: and
whereas Cafar infolently affirmed the republic to be
nothing, and that his words alone were the laws, Au-
gultus was perpetually expatiating on .the dignity of
the fenate and his veneration for the republic.. He
was folicitous; therefore to eftablifh fuch a form of go-
vernment as fhould be moft f{atisfactory, without in-
commoding his particular intereft, and changing it
into an ariftocracy with relation to the civil, and into
a monarchy with refpe¢t to the military adminiftra-’

* Cazfar made war with the Gauls, and Craffus with the Paithians,
without any previous deliberation of the fenate, or any decree ofthe peoa
ple. Dion, .

tiong

-~



gz ' GRANDEUR AND DECLENSION Cnar. 13.
tion; rendcrmo it by thefé means an ambiguous fyf
t@m of ' government, which, being unfupportcd by its
ewn ‘power, could, Tubfift” no 1onger than the fovereign
pleafedt; ‘and confcquently was a monarchy in all its
cnrcrmiﬂances

A queftion has been ftarted, whethier. Aunguftus had
% feal inclination to diveft hxmfclf of the empire. But
is+it not apparent, that, had he been in earneft, he
might' eafiy - have effected his defign ? But his. whole
proceeding, ‘in ‘that affair, was a mere artifice; bc-
canfe, though' he exprcﬂ'ed a defire every ten years,
be eafed of thie mighty load that encumbered him, . yet
he always thought fit to bear it. Thefe were little
reﬁnemenrs of low. cunnmg, calculated to induce _the
people to'give’ him what, in his opinion, he had not
fufficiently acquired. "I form my thoughts in this par-
ticatar; by the ‘whole' life of Auguﬁus, and though
mankind are *frequently fanciful and inconfiftent, they
are feldom known to renounce, i, one moment, any
enjoyment that has’ éngaged ‘the artention of all their
Bfe.~ Every, attion of Auguftus, and "each of his va-
Fious revulanons, “vifibly tended to the c&abhfhment
of ‘monarchy. Sylla_refigned the dictatorfhip; but,
amidft all his viclent proceedings, a” republican fpiric
i apparent in every part of his condu&, all his regu-
Hations,” though executed with'a’ tyraopical air, had an
afpe& to fome certain form of a commenwealth. Sylla,
who was a man of an impetuous temper, precipitated
the'Romans mtohberty Auguftus, who'wasa fmooth
and Aubtile *tyrant ™, led" them géntly into “avery.
When' thie republic .régiined its- power, under Sy,
all'the people exclaimed againft tyrafny; and’ ‘whilft
this'becdme” fomﬁgd undt:r Auguﬁus, hbe :y was tbe
gcaeralboaﬁ‘ SR \

: . I v
s 6. 12

"I ure th“is word i‘n the Tesfe of the G:ceks and Romans. who gave
this name to ali thofe who had” fubvérted a democ;ac{ for.in .all  other
particulars Auguftus was a Jawful prince, after the "law enaé‘ied by the
peopie: Lege regia, que de qu.rm:perw lata ofty Populus i & in eum om=
ag imperium tranfieiis,  Inftit, lib, 1.

The
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The cuftom of triumphs, which bad fo much con-
tributed to the greatnefs of Rome, was abolithed by
Auguitus, or, more properly,. this honour became the
prerogative of fovereigaty *. The greateft part of
thofe cuftoms which prevailed under the emperors,
derived their origin from the republict; and it wili
be proper to bring them together, that the fimilitude
may be more apparent. That. perfon alone under
whofe aufpices a war had been conducted, was intitled
to demand a triumph { : now wars were always carried
on under the aufpices of a generaliflimo, and confe~
quently of the emperor, who was the generaliffimo of
all the forces., ‘ : ' 4

As ‘conftant war was the reigning principle of the
republic, the maxim under the emperors was altoge:
ther pacific. Victories were conlidered as fo many op-
portunities of introducing diforder by armies, whe
might fix too greit a valuation on their fervices..

Thofe who were advanced to any command, were
apprehenfive of engaging in enterprifes of too great
importance ; they found it neceflary to aim at glory
with moderation, dnd were to epgage the emperor’s
notice, and hot raife his jealoufy; in a word, they
were not to appear before him with a lufitre which his
eyes -could not bear. o
*Auguftus was very cautious § of invefting any one
with the rights of a Roman citizen ; he made lawsj}

** Tiiumphal orndments were all the honotrs now granted to any, par-
ticular-general. Diop. in Aug, . ,

+ The Romans having changed their government, without fuftaining
any invafion from an enemy, the fame cuftoms continued as were pradifed
before the alteration of the govecrnment, ‘the: ferm of which fill remained
though the effentisls were deftroyed, o .

I Dion in Aug. lib. liv. acquaims us_that Agrippa neglefted, out of;
modcfty, to give the fenate an accountof his expedition againlt the people
of the Bofphorus, and even refufed a triumph; fince which time it was
not granted to.any perfon of his clafs; but it was a favour Auguftus in-
tended 10 affird Agrippa, though Antony would net allow it to Venti-
dius, the fuft time he conquered the Parthians,

§ Sucton. in Auvguft.

{ Judlin. InRitue. lib. i & Suet. in Aug..

te
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to’ prevent the enfranchiferuent of too many flaves ,
and by-his will recommended the obfervation of thefe
two maxims, with a diffalive againft extending the
empire by new wars. ,

Thefe three particulars were very well connelted ;
for when" all war was difcontinued, -there was no need
either of new citizens or enfranchifements.
" When Rome was in a conftant ftate of war, fhe was
under a perpetual neceffity of recruiting her inhabi-
tants, At the beginning, part of the people were
tranfplanted thither from the conquered cities, and in
procefs of time feveral citizens of the neighbouring
towns came to Rome to obtain a fhare in the rights of
fuffrage, and eftablifhed themfelves there in fuch
numbers, that, upon the complaints of the allies, the
Romans were obliged to remand them back. Mul-
titudes ‘atr Jaft arrived from the provinces; the laws
favoured marriages, and even rendered them neceffary.
Rome, in all her wars, gained a prodigious number
of {laves, and when the riches of the cirizens became
immenfe, they bought thefe unhappy people from all
parts, and, from a principle of generofity, avarice,
or ambition, enfranchifed them without number .
Some intended by this proceeding to reward the fide-
lity of their flaves: others had a view by it to receive,
in their name, the corn which the republic diftributed
among the poor citizens. In a'word, others defired
to have their funeral folemnity graced with a long train
of attendance crowned with flowers. The people were
generally compofed of perfons I who had received
their freedom, fo that the lords of the univerfe, not
only in their original, but through the greateft part
of fucceeding times, were of fervile exiraction.

The number of the populace being chiefly collect-
ed out.of flaves who had been enfranchifed, or.the

* Dion. in Aug,
+ Dionyf. Halicarnafl. lib. iv,
I See Tacit, Aanal, Jib. xiii.

fons
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fons of fuch, became very incommodious, and were
therefore tranfplanted into colonies ; by which means
the ftate effe€tually fecured the obedience of the pro-
viaces. There was a general circulation of mankind
through the world. Rome received them in the ftate
of flaves, and {ent them away Romans.

Augpltus, under the pretence of fome tumules in
the elections, placed a garrifon and a governor in the
city, made the legions perpetual, ftationed them upon
the frontiers, and cftablifhed particular funds for their.
pay. To which we may add, that he gave orders for
veterans to receive their donations in money ¥, and not
in lands. ‘ ‘

Many unhappy confequences refulted from the dif-
tribution of land after the time of Sylla. The citizens
property in their eftates grew precarious, and if alt
the foldiers of one cohort were not fettled in the {ame
placg, they became diffatisfied with their allotments,
neglected the cultivation of their lands, and degene-
rated into dangerous citizens 4. But if they were dif-
tributed in entire legions, the ambitious could raife
armies againft the republic in 2 moment.

Augpttus likewife eftablithed fixed provifions for the
naval power, which was never done before his time ;.
for as the Romans were mafters of the Mediterranean,
and. 3s ajl pavigation was then confined to that fea,
they had not any enemy to fear.

Dion obferves, very judicioufly, that after the em-
perors had affumed the fovereign power, it became
very difficult to write the hiftory of thofe times. All
trapfactions were induftriouly concealed, the difpatches
trom the provinces were tran{mitted to the-cabinets of
the emperors, and. we- kaow little more than what

t

* He ordered that the- preetorian folditrs fhonld liave five thouldnd:
drachwas a piece afier fisteen yeais fervice, and the others thice thoufand
diachmas afier twenty years. Dion. id Aug.

T See Tacit, Annal: lib, xivs

either
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either the folly or rathnefs of tyrants divulged, or fuch
events as fall within the conjeftures of hiftorians.

C H A P XIV.
T 1 B ERIUS

AS ariver, femetimes, with a flow and filent pio-
grefs, undermines the banks that have been thrown up
to reftrain its cutrént, and at laft overwhelms them
in 2 moment, and fheds 4n inundation over the fields
they formerly preferved ; in the fame manner, the fu-
preme authority, which gained an infenfible growth
under Auguftus, bore down all before it in the fuc-
ceeding reign of Tiberius.

A law art that time f{ubfifted, which made it treafon
1o form any injurious attempt againft the majefty of
the people : Tiberius affumed to himfelf the interpre-
tation and enforcement of this law, and -extended it
not only to the cafes for which it was originally calcu-
lazed, butto every conjuncture that could poflibly be
favourable to his hatred or fufpicions. And now, not
only a&ions, but words and figns, and even thoughts
were adjudged by this ftandard: for thofe expreflions
which drop from the overflowing of the heart, in the
converfation of intimate friends, are always fuppofed
to be their real fentiments. All freedom was therefore
banithed from their feafts, diffidence reigned among
relagions, there was no fidelity among the flaves : the
gloomy difpofition and infincerity of the prince were dif-
fufed through all ranks of men ; friendthip had the dif-
repute of a dangerous guickfand ; a fine genius paffed
for a fhining indifcretion, and virtue itfelf was only
confidered as an affeCtation, which officioufly reminded
the people of their Joft happinefs.

No tyranny can have a feverer effeét than that

which is exercifed under the appearance of laws, a_nc;
wit
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with the plaufible’ €otours of jufticd; when the execu-
tors of cruél-powtr would; if we may ufe the expref
fiony drown the unhappy wretches ofi the very plank
that before faved them amidft the troubled waves.

As a tyrant isnevér defticute of inftruments to accom-
plith his defigns, fo Tiberius always fouad the fenate
tractable enough ¢ condemn * as” many perfons as he
could poflibly fufpe@ ; and this vencrable body funk
at laftiinpe- didegeneracy too low to be deftribed. The
fenatore emensoourted: fervitude, to‘gain the ‘favour oft
Scjenys-¢zand « the: melt - dlluftrious among them aban-
doned themfelves~wst-the” difhonourable profeffion of
Informiers. yuiks Srmupr 0 0 T Lo
. Jedfreansieafytodifcover féveral caufes of thar flavith-
difpofition, - whichithen -prevailed in‘the-ferate. -~ When
Cafar had entirely cruthed the‘party’ who declared for
theorepuiblic, »all the friends aswell as enemies he then
had {nishe fenate) coneurréd with equal ananimity; ‘to
remoyeshe boulds witly which "the “1aWws “had limited
his power;vand'aé thefame timé they agreed fo render
him“wniparalleled honiours 51 fomie:éanié into’ thefe - comi«
pliancéswith -a viewito- pleafe himn; - others intended by
{uch: nsédns 1o make “Hime sodiods.” Dion informs us,:
that/fomé ieven propofed 'that hé might have:the libercy -
to' enjoy s many women® & he thould difire. This®
Obféquielﬁ‘“tﬁn@ﬁ& 3rgéd  him from.all- fufpicions of-
the-fenate; and- Gorfequently was the caufe of hisaffaf-
fination.{but then Tt prevented in‘the {ucceeding Teigng,
all flatéery’ from “rifingto fuck ‘wWild: ahd unexampled
heights asmight -hava-eréatéd ”{éi faffeéticn i the: snmdls -
of the pedple.i 77 55 12 iienn Das Ll Tl S0

Béfore' Rome: fbirtitted ko' the dominion o one:tidny",
the richesof': theaobility;, #hsihiat - mdnber {oever® ags-
quired, were édrraifily-imrenfe; “But “thofe ‘grandees-
were divefted ot th&'greatet pare-of “tiieir “;Eeafuticéi by

ECEACI R SO T T Sl

Anpepeoed

[y

* Beforethe timeiof the emperdt, the fniite confinel theinditchtiahrto
g“?lfc affairs, .and never, desided; the-ealfes of -privite peilans LY (R
0cly. R )

Vou. III, H - the
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the emperors *.  The fenators were no longer reforted
to by thoie great and wealthy clients; who' were the
fources of their patrons affluence. - . The provinces pro-
duced nothing confiderable, except for: Caefar; and
efpecially when thty were under the governminz of
his prefets, whofe office had fome refemblancé "to
that of the ‘intendants in France. ‘However, tholigh
the fountain from whence all ‘this opulence flowed was
at laft exhaufted; the exptaces were continued in”their
former profuﬁon, and the track ‘britig “once: ‘rarked
out, the men of rank’ could only purfue 1: rrow, by:fhe
emperor’s favour.” .

Auguftus had deprived the people of thelr leclﬂatxve
capacity,.and abolilhed all their’ jurﬂdx&xon With” ‘re-
fpect 1o pubhc offences ; ;but he fHll left therv the
power of elefting magiftrates. " Tiberius; who dreaded
the affemblies of a ptoplc fo numerous, - diveltéd:ihiem
even of this privilege, and transferred itto’ thefénate F>
or rather to_himfelf. Now it isimpdffible’ tacconceive
the abje& lownefs .to which -the declenfior of thepeo-
ple’s power fank the fpirits of the grandeds: when dig-
nities were in the  difpofal ‘of the poputace,® ‘thie aiagil
trates, who folicited their intereft, practifed % Piimber
of mean condc{'cenﬁons, ‘but- xhefé were mtermuéed'
with a’ certain. magmﬁcence “that . in'fonie meafure con-
cealed. them : “for inftance, they exhibited pefmpous
games and” recreanons, they diftributed fums of ' mon¢
and quantities of ‘corn among the’ people, and "forie-
times regaled them with “fplendid’ feafts;” - But‘though
the. motive was low, ‘the manner’ feemed auauﬂ: be-
caufé it always comports with a _great mani to obtain
the favour of the peoplc by ilberahty but when “that
people had nothing to beftow,  and the prince, in the
name of the fcnatc, difpofed. of . all. emplOymems, ‘they

® The preat men were impoverithed even in the time of Augu&us, and
no long r folicited for the office of wdile, or tribune of the people; and
many of them had not any inclination to have 3 feat among the fenators.
+ Tacit. Aanal, libyi. Dione lib. ‘Jiv, - They were atterwards 12~
eftablithed, and then annulled by Cahgula.
" - were
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-were defired as well as obtained in a difhonourable
manner, and could only be compaffed by adulation,
infamy, and a hateful train of crimes, that were made
neceflary arts by the iniquity of the age.

It does not indeed appear that Tiberius had any in-
tention to make the fenate contemptible; and he com-
plained of nothing fo much as the propenfity of that
body to flavery., His life was flled with diffazisfac-
tions on that account, but he refembled the generality
of mankind, and was fond of contradictory enjoyments.
His general politics were inconfiftent with his particular
paffions ; he would willingly have feen a free fenate,
who, by theii condu&®, might have created a venera-
tion for his government 3 but then he was alfo defirous
of a fenate that would every moment be tractable to
his fears, his jealoufies, and his averfions. In a word,
the politician was perpetually fubordinaté to the man.

We nave already intimated, that the people had for-
merly obrtained from' the patricians the privilege of
eletting, from their own body, a fet of magiftrates,
who were to prote&t them from the infults and injuftice
that might be intended againft them ; and, in order to
capacitate thofe magiftrates for the exercife of fuch a
power, their perfons were declared facred and invio-
lable, and whoever fhould prefume to treat a tribune
injurioufly, either by ations or language, was con-
demned by the law to fuffer death on the fpot. Now
when the emperors were invefted with the tribunitial
power, they obtained the.fame prerogatives, ‘and it was
upon this principle that fuch a number of people were
deprived of their lives: fram this fource flowed the
impunity with which informers flourithed in their pro-
feffion *'; and hence it was, that the accufation of trea-
fon, that crime, fays Pliny, which was charged on

[* Under the reign of Tiberius, fatues were erefed to, and triumph.
ant ornaments conferred on informers, which debafed thefe honours to fuch
3 degree, that thofe who had merited them, difdained to accept of them.
Fiagm. of Dio, lib. lviii. L Efprit des Loix, lib. viii. ¢. 7.]

. H:2 thofe

’
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thofe to whom no real offence could be imputed, was
at laft extended to any one to whom the wantonnefs of
tyranny pointed out.

I am inclinable however to believe, that fome of

thofe titles of accufation were not fo ridiculous as they
appear at prefent; and can never be perfuaded that
Tiberius would bave caufed a man to be accufed for
felling to one who bought his houfe, a ftatue of the
emperor; that Domitian fhould condemn a woman
to die for undrefling herfelf before his image ; or that
he fhould proceed with the fame feverity againft a ci-
tizen of Rome, for caufing adefcription of all the earth
to be delineated on the walls of his apartment; if fuch
actions as thefe had not called up an idea in the minds
of the Romans very different from that they now excite
inus, For my part T am of opinion, that as Rome
had changed the form of its government, thofe actions
which now appear inconfliderable to us, might, when
they were committed, have a very different afpelt;
'and T judge in this manner, from my refleGtion on what
is now cuftomary in a pation which cannot with any
juftice be fufpected of tyranny, and yet it is a capital
crime there to drink to the health of a certain ‘perfon.
. I cannot omit any circumitance which tends to give
a clear reprefentation of the Roman genius, That
people were fo habituated to obedience, arfd. fo con-
ftantly placed their happinefs in homaging their maf
ters, that, after the death of Germanicus, they were
affected with fuch inconfolable forrow and deipair, as
never appears in our contemporaries, The defcriptions
given by hiftorians * of a defolation, fo public, fo uni-
verfal and immoderate, deferve a reader’s curiofity 3
‘and it is cerrain, that this fcene of grief was not af-
fected, fince a whole people are never kngwn to prac-
tife fo much flattery and diffimulation, :

* Gee Tacitus.:

The
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The Romans, who had now no longer any fhare in
the government, and were chiefly compofed of perfons
who had received their freedom, or fuch. indolent and
uninduftrious people who lived at the expence of the
public treafure, were now f{enfible of nothing but their
imbecility, and afflited themfelves like children or
women, who, from a principle of weakpefs, abandon
themfelves to forrow. Thefe people were politically
indifpofed, they placed all their fears and hopes in
the perfon of Germanicus, and when he was fnatched
from them by an untimely death, they funk into
defpair. , ‘

No people are fo apprehenfive of calamity as thofe
whom the mifery of their condition fhould rather dif-
charge from all fear, and who cught to fay with An-
dromache, Would to beaven I bad any enjoyment I could
dread to lofe! There are at this day, in . Naples, fifty
thoufand men who have no food but herbs, and whofe
whole clpathing confifts of a few miferable rags; and
yet thefe people, who are the moft wreiched creatures
upon earth, difcover a dreadful confternation at the
leaft irruption of Vefuvius,. and are fo infatuated as to
fear they fhall be miferable.

. .C H AP XV

Remarks on the Emperors, from Caius Calicula 70 An-
" ' * toninus. "

CALICULA. fucceeded Tiberivs, and it was faid
of him, that there never was a better flave, nor a worfe
mafter: and indeed thefe two circumftances are very
confiftent 3 for the fame turn of mind which inclines
a perfon to be ftrongly affected at unlimited power in

is {overeign, makes him to be no lefs in love with it,
when he rifes to empire himfelf,

H 3 Caligula



102 GRANDEUR AND DECLENSION Caar. 15.

Caligula reftored the aflemblies of the people, which
Tiberius had prohibited; and abolifhed the arbitrary
law and conftru&ions of treafon eftablithed by that em-
peror: from which proceeding we may obferve, that
the beginnings of a bad reign fometimes refemble the
conclufion of a good one; for a wicked prince may,
from a principle of contradiction to the motives of his
predeceffor’s condud, be fpirited to aétions which the
other performed from a virtuous inducement; and we
owe to this very principle a number of good as well as
bad regulations.

But whar did the Romans gain by thefe plaufible
beginnings? Caligula annulled the law which confti-
tuted the circumftantials of treafon; but then he de-
ftroyed thofe who difpleafed him, by a military feve-
rity ; and his vengeance, inftead of pointing at {ome
particular fenators, hung over all their heads, like a
fword that threatened them with exrermination at one
blow.

This formidable tyranny of the emperors arofe from
the difpofition of the Romansin general; who, as they
were fuddenly enflaved to an arbitrary government,
and were hardly fenfible of any interval between domi-
nion and fubjeétion, were not prepared for fuch a tran~
fition by any gentle foftenings, The fierce and untrac-
table difpofition {till remained, and the citizens were
ufed in the fame manner as they themfelves had treated
thieir conquered enemies, and were governed altogether
upon the fame pian. When Sylla made his public en-
trance into Rome, he was ftill the Sylla who had done
the fame in Athens, and he governed with an uniform
imperioufnefs. As to nswho are natives of France,
and have funk into fubje@ion, by infenfivle degrees, if
we are deflitute of laws, we are at leaft governed by
engaging manners.

The conftant view of the combatants of gladiators |
infpired the Romans with extraordinary fiercenefs ; and

it was obfervable, that‘Claudius became more difpofed
- t



Cua®:35. OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE: 103

to thed blood, by being habituated to thofe fpeltacles,
The example of this emperor, who was naturally of a
gentle difpofition, and yet degenerated into fo much
cruelty at laft, makes it evident, toat the education in
thofe times; was very different from-our own.

The Romans being' accuftomed to tyrannize over
human nature, *in the perfons of their children and
flaves, -had a very imperfeQ idea of that virtue we dif-
tinguith by the name of humanity. Whence proceeds
the favage caft of mind fo remaskable in the inhabi-
tants of our colenits; but from their conftant feverity
to an unfortunate clafs of mankind? When barbarity
prevails in civil government, what natural juftice or,
harmeny of manners can be expeted from the indi-
viduals? ’ o

We are fatigued and fariated with feeing in the hil-
tory of the' emperors fuch an infinite number of people
whem they deftroyed for no other end than to confif-
cate theifgoods: our modern ‘accounts furnith us with
no fuch inftances of inhumanity. This difference, as
we have already intimated, is t0 be afcribed to the
milder caft ‘of our manners, and thecivilizing reftraints
of a more amiable religion. We may likewife add, that
we have no opportunity of piflaging the families of fe-
nators who have ravaged the world, and we derive
this advantage from the mediocrity of our fortunes,
which are confequently ina fafer fituation. In 2 word,
we are not confiderable enough to be plundered .

‘That clafs of the Roman people who were called Ple-
beians, had no averfion to the worft of their emperors ;
for fince they had no longer any fhare of empire them-
felves, nor were any more employed in wars, they be-
came the molt contemprible and degenerate people in
the world ; they looked upon commerce and the fci-

* See the inftitutes of Juftinian, where they treat of the power of pa-
rents and mafters.

1. The duke of- Braganza had an immenfe eftate in Portngal ; and when
be firlt revolted, the king of Spain was congratulated by his nobility for
the rich confifcation he was to dcrive from that cvent,

H 4 { ences
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ences as ony proper for flaves, and the diftributions
oi" corn which they received, made them negleét the
cultivition of their lands: they had been-familiarized
to public games and fplendid fpectacles, and fince they
hal no longer any tribunes to obey, or magiftrates to
ele@, thofe gratifications which they were only per-
mitted to enjoy, bicame neceflary to them, and their
in-iolence and inactivity {timulated their relifh of thofe
ndulgences.

Caligula, Nero, Commodus, Carcalla, were la-
mented by the people for their folly, for whartever
thefe Joved, the others were as madly fond of, in their
turn, and not only contributed their whole power, but
even devoted their own perfons to thofe pfeafures ; they
lavifhed all the riches of the empire with the greatett
prodigality ; and when thefe were exhaufted, the peo-
ple without the Jeaft emotion, beheld all the great fa-
milics pillaged. They enjoyed the fruits of tyranny,
without the leaft intermixture of uncafinef® becaufe
their low obicurity was their protection. Such princes
bave a natural antipathy to people of merit and virtue,
becaufe they are fenfible their ations are difapproved
by fuch perfons. The contradition * and even the f{i-
Ience of an auffere citizen were infppportable to them ;
and as they grew intoxjcated with popular applaufe,
they at laft imagined their government conftituted the

ublic telicity, and contequently that it could be cen-
Furcd by none but difaffech d and ill-difpofed perfons.

Calign'a was a trye fophift in cruelty ; for as. he

equally defcended from Antony and Auguftus, he de-

# The Greeks bad games in -vhich it was degent to fight, and glorious
to congar: tre Remans had linile more than fpeftacle: 3 and the jnfameus
pladiators were peculiar to them,  But for 'a grear perfon” to defeend into
the Arena or mount t' e ftage, was what, the Roman gravity did not ad-
mir of.” Hdaw fhw'd a’ fenarer fubmit to it; he, who by the Jawe could
ot contraét ary afliince with men who had been difgraced by the difgults
po even the applaufss of the peo I ? Some ewperors, however, apprated
1n thele p'aces : and this £ lv which indicated an extieme irregulariry of
the hewr'y a consempt for all that s, gieat, decent, and good, hiltorians
Fher biand’ with tue merk of ty)anny. ) .
" CTT ;e clared

PN
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clared he would punith- the confuls if they celebrated
the day appointed to commemorate the victory at
A&ium, and that they fhould likewife feel his feverity
if they neglected to honour that event; and Drulilla,
to whom he accorded divine honours, being dead, it
was a crime to bewail her becaufe fhe was a goddefs,
and as great an offence to forbear that forrow becaufe
fhe was a fifter.

We have now afcended an eminence from whence
we may take a view of human affairs: when we trace,
in the Roman hiftory, fuch a variety of wars, and their
prodigal effufion of human blood ; when we view fo
many once flourithing nations depopulated, and fee
fuch a diverfity of fhining ations and triumphant pro-
ceflions : when we trace the mafterly ftrokes of politics,
fagacity, and fortitude, fo confpicuous in that people,
and reflect on their advances to univerfal monarchy by
fchemes fo judicioufly concerted, fo fuccefsfully fup-
ported, and fo happily accomplifhed; to what view
are all thefe mighty preparations direted ? Why, truly,
to fatiate the ambition of five or fix monfters! Is- it
poffible then, that the fenate could diveft fo many kiegs
of their power, only to plunge themfelves into the
moft abje&t flavery to one of their unworthy citizens,
and to exterminate itfelf by its own edifts ? Did it rife
to fuch a height of grandeur, to drop more {plendidly
into ruin, and do the fons of men only libour to
augment their power, that they may fall by their own
combirations into better hands ¢

When Caligula was aflaffinated, the fenate affembled
to form a new model of government ; and whilft they
were engaged in fuch deliberations, a party of foldiers
ruthed in to plunder the palace, and found, in fome
obicure place, a man trembling with fear ; this man
was Claudius, and they immediately faluted him em-

ror.

Claudius completed the fubverfion of the ancient
form of gcvernment, by intrufting the difpenfation of

- : Juftice
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juikice to his officers: the principal motive to the wars
of Marius and Sylia, -was 1o determine the competition
of the fenators and the equeftrian * order for this prero-
gauve; and itwas now wrefted from both parties by
the arbitrary fancy of a.weak :man: Surprizing event
indeed, of a difpute which had fet the world in:Aames}

~‘When the reign of a prince fucceeds the diffolution
of a republic, no authority can-be more ablvlute than
his own, for be then pofiefles all that power which be-
fore was diftributed ameng the peopie,. who exercifed
it without any “limitations; and for this reafon the
kings of Dénmark are the moft defpotic fovereigns in
Europe, v ‘

The people were -altogether as abje&. and unmanly
as the {enate,” though they once were animated with
fuch a martial fpicit, that, when armies were levied in
the city, before che time of the emperors, they gained
the mulitary difcipline upon the fpot, and immediately
marched o the enemy. In the civil wars of Vitellius
and Velpafian, Rome became a prey to the ambitious,
and was full of timorous citizens, who were ftruck with
confternation by any party of foldiers who could firt
approach them, :

- 'The emperors themfelves were in no better a fitua-
tion; for as the right of eletting a fovereign was not
appropriated to any {ingle army, it generally happened,
ghat when an emperor was chofen by one body-of fol-
diers, that circumftance alone was {ufficieat to difcredit
-him with the others, who immediately fet up a com-
petitor to oppofe him. :

As the grandeur therefore of the republic proved
fatal to that form of government, fo the mighty extent
of the empire was altogether as pernicious to- the mo-
narchs. If the territories they were to defend had been
confined to moderate limits, thofe {overcigns might
have been effectually ferved by one principal army;

See Tacitus, .
and
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and the foldiers, when they had once eleted their em-
peror, would have been dutiful enough 1o acquiefce in
their choice. o

- The foldiers were attached to the family of Cz=far,
under which they enjoyed every advantage that a re-
volution would have procured them. The time.came,
that the great familics of Rome were all exterminated
but that of Ceefar, which itlelf became extiat in the
perfon of Nero. The civil power, which had been
continually depreffed, was unahle to- balance the mili-
tary ; each army wanted to make an emperor.

Let us here compare the times: when Tiberius be-
gan his reign, wherein did he not employ the fenate * ?
He was informed that the armies of Illyrium and Ger-
many had mutinied: he granted fome of their de-
mands, and maintained, that it belonged to the + fe-
nate to judge of the reft. He fent them deputies of
that body. Thofe who have ceafed to fear the power,
may ftill refpe& the avthority.  When it had been re-
prefented to the foldiers, that in a Roman army the
children .of the emperors, and the deputies of the fe-
nate, ran the rigk of J their lives, they might relents
and even proceed fo far as to punifh {| themfelves : but
when the fenate was eatirely deprefled, its example
moved no one. In vain did § Otho harangue his fol-
diers, to talk to them of the dignity of the fenate : in
vain did ¥* Vitellius fend the principal {enators to make
his peace with Vefpafian : they did not, for one mo-
ment, pay to the orders of the ftate that refpet which
they had fo long loft. The armies looked on thefe
depuries as the moft abject flaves of a mafter whom they
had already rejecred.

* * Tacitus Anpal. Iib, i. .

1 Catera fenatui fervanda, ibid. .

I See t' e viation of Germanicus, ibid.

Nl Gaudebat cadibus miles. quafi femet abfolyeret: Tacitus, ivid. The
Privileges which had been exiorted, were afterwards 1evoked. Tacitos
abid, § Tadtus, hb, i *# ldem, lib. iii, 1

.
Y
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It was an ancient cuftom at Rome, for thofe who.
obtained a triumph, to diftribute fome money rto
each foldier : it was not much®. In the time of the
cvil wars thefe gratuities were augmented t.  For-
merly they were made with the ‘money taken from the
enemy ; in thefe unhappy times, they gave that of the
citizens, and the foldiers would have a fhare where there
was no booty : thefe diftributions had taken place only
after a war; Nero made them in a time of peace : the
foldiers - were wvfed to them, and:they raged againft
Galba, who boldly.told them, that he knew to choofr,
but not to buy them.

Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, I made a very tranfient
appearance in the imperial fcene.  Vefpafian, who, like
them, was elected by the army, devoted all his reign
10 the re-eftablifhment of the empire, which had’ been
fucceflively rofifefled by fix tyrants, all equally <ruel,
and moft of then. excecdingly furious and untractable ;
gcncral}v very weak, and to complete the pubhc cala-
mity, ‘profule even to infatuation. -

- Titusy; who fucceeded his father, was the daanO' of
the ‘people ; but Domitian prefented to- their vitw an
uncommon moniter more inhuman in his difpofition,
or at leaft more implacable, than any of hxs predccef-
fors, becaufe he was more timorous.

“His-tavourite freemen, and, according to fome hif-
torians, tiie emprefs herfelf, finding his friendfhip as
dapgerous. d@s his averfion, :and that he allowed no
bounds to his lufp.cions and accufations, turned-their
tboughts to a fucceﬁ‘or, and chofe the ‘venerablc'Nerva.

* See in Livy the fums diftributed in the fiveral bjumphs, - It was thc
bimour of th: generais 10 caity a great deal of money into the public trea-
f ry, and give but ] trle to the {oldiers,

1 Panlus ZEmihus, at a time v hen the greatnefs of the conquefts had
occaficned thee liberalities to be angmemed, gave only one hundred de-
narji to each privat- man ; but Cfar gave two rhoufand, and his example
was followed hy Antony ard- Oétavius, by Brutus and Caffius. See Dio
and Appian.

1 Sufecpere duo manipulares imperines populi Romawi transferendum, et
tranfinierunt,  Tacit, b, i,

Nerva
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Nerva adopted Trajan, who proved the moft accom-
plifhed prince in all hiftory ; it was:a happinefs to be
born under his reign, which blefled the empire with
more profperity and true glory than it had ever enjoyed
before. He was an admirable {tatefman, - and a. moft
accomplifhed general ; the native {weetnefs of - his dif-
pofition. inclined him to univerfal humanity ; and his
unclouded. penetration guided him through the beft and
pureft-tralts of government ;" he was actuated by a
noble foul, to whofe embellithment every wirtue
had ,contribited ;. his condu&t was free from all ex-
tremes, and his . amiable qualities were tempered with
fuch’ exact proportion that the brightnefs. of one. was
never loft in the luftre of another. - To fum wp all,
he was the beft qualified of mankind, to do honour 10
human nature, and ro reprefent the divinity on earth.

He accomplithed Ceafar’s projeét of invading the
Purthians, and was very fuccefsful in his wars wich
that mighty people ; any monarch. but himftlf would
have funk under the weight of fuch an enterprize,
where danger was always prefent; and from-whence. the
fource of his neceffary fupplies. was at a vaft diftance ;
in a word, where he could not be fure of . vitory itelf
would fave him from deftruction.

The difficulty confifted in the fituation of the two
empires, and the military difcipline of both nations.
If he direfted his march through Armenia towards the
fources.of Tygris and Euphrates, he was fure to be.in-
commoded with a2 mountainous and impracticable coun-
try, through which né convoy of provifion could pafs,
fo that the army would be half deftroyed before they
could penetrate into Media*. . On the. other hand, if
he fhould ftrike out a lower tra® towards the fouth,
through Nifibis, he would find himftlf bewildered in
a ghaftly defart that feparated the two empires ; and if
he intended to proceed ftill lower, and march through

. * The counry did not produce any trees large enough to be wrought
Into engines proper for the fiege of towns. Plut, Life of Asntenin s,

2 Meloporamia,
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Mefoporamia, he was theiy to crofs a large country that
was either uncultwatcd ot laid under water; and
as the Tygris and Euphrates flowed from north to
fouth, he could not gain a paffage into the country
without quitting thofe rivers, whichy xf hc dmd, he
muft inevitably perifhy.

As to the manner pra&ifed by the 1wo nations jn
making war, the ftrength of the Romans confified in
<heir infantry, which was the moft firm and beft difci-
plined body of -foldiers in the world.

The Parthians on the contrary, had mo mfantry, but
then their horfe were admirable, and always combated
at fuch a diftance, as placed them out of the reach of
the Roman army, and the javelin was feldom launched
far enough to wound them. . Their own weapons con-
fifted of a bow, and many formrdab’;e;fhaﬁs, and they
rather befieged an"army than gave it battle ; ‘they were
purfued to no purpoefe in their flight, for that was the
fame with them as an:engagement. They carried off
all the inhabirants of the country, and only left garri-
fons in their fortified places ; and when thefe were ta-
ken, the conquerors- were obliged to deftroy- them.
The Parthians likewie fet fire to all the country that
lay round the Roman army, and did not leave them the
leaft blade of herbage. In a word, they managed their
wars in manner very much like that whith is now prac-
tifed on the fame frontiers.

We may add to thefe difadvantages, that the Iltyrian
and German legions which were drawn out for this
war, were no way capable to fuftain it, * becanfe the
foldiers, who were accuftomed to plcnnful food in their
own country, perithed in thefe regions for want of
many neceflaries. .

The Purthians by thefe means had accomph{hed
that, for the prefervation of their liberty, which had

hitherto been impracticable to all other nations, againt

* See Herodian's life of Alexander,

“the
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the vi&torious power of: the Romans: but they owed
this'advantage notto aby refiftlefs valour, : but 10:then
inacceffible fitvation. T - e
Adrian gave.up: the-conqueft of . Trajan,.iand ntade
Euphrates the boundary of:*his empire; and indeed it
was furprizing that the Remans, . affer fuch a. foviesiof
war, -fhould lefe :nething but what they were' defitous
torquiti-and thus they refembled the ocean, whofe ex-
panfion is never leflened but when it retises of “itfelf... .
This condudt of Adrian oceafioned great diffatisfac-
tions ameng :the-people:. -It. was.recorded. in the facsed
baok -of that-nation ® that when Tarquin intended ro
build-the capitol; kie-found the place moft commodious
for his purpefe filled: with the fhatues of ather- deities,
upon ‘which he emiployed his fkill in: augury ta difcover
if they-were inclinable to refign their places to-Jupiter,
and ‘they-all confented, except Mars,. Hebe, and Ter-
minus.’ " Fhis proceeding gave birth to. three religious
opinions, -namtely, that-Mars-would never refign his
place-40 amy. other being 3 that the Roman youth would
be -dlways invincible; and that their god Terminus
would:neyer pecede from: his ftation; the contrary of
which was' however:verified in the reign of Adrian.

[V IPRY S ¢

" _C'H.A P. XVL

Mot PSS S - e
Confiderations an the State of the Empire from Antoninus
PRI .. - to Prabus.

IN this period, the Stoics propagated their doc-
trines in the empire with great popularity ; and it feems
as if naturg herfelf had been induftriogs to produce this
admirable. {¢&t,, which refembled thofe plants the earth

PERR

caufes to fpring yp.in. places never vifited by the fun-
beams. ' ' “

* Auguftin, De civit, Dei. Tibs iv. . 23 & 2. .
,. 3 » This
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This fect furnithed the Romans with their beft em-
perors 3 none but Marcus Aurelius could extinguifh the
remembrance of the firft Antonine who adopted him;
and- we.-find “ontfelves affeCted with a_fecrer pleafure
when we fpeak of this emperor.. We cannot read his
‘life without fome impreflions of tendernefs, and grow
inclipable to think better of ourfelves, becaufe the hif-
tory of that prince makes us entertain.a more favours
able opinion of mankind. . S
.- The wifdom of Nerva, the gloryof Trajan, the va-
lour of Adrian, and the virtue of thetwo Antonines,
gained ‘them :the veneration of the:foldiers 3 but when
a fet of new monflers became their fucceflors, the abufe
of military government appeared in. its -full enormity;
and the foldiers, who had expofed the empire to fale, af-
faffinated the emperors for.the fake of new gratuities.

It has been a conceived opinion thdt there is 2 cer-
tain prince in the world, who,. for the fpace of fifteen
years, has been endeavouring to abolifh: the .civil go-
vernment. in his dominions, and to fubftitute the mili-
tary in its room, . I have no intention.to make odious
refle(tions on fuch ‘a defign, .and {hall only.obferve,
that from the nature of ‘things in general, two hundred
guards may be a better fecurity to a prince than four
thoufand ; and befides, an armed people are of all
others the moft dangerous to be oppofed.

Commodus fucceeded his father Marcus Aurelius,
and was a monfter who gave a loofe to all his own pal-
fions, and thofe of his courtiers. The perfons who

"delivered the world from fuch a Barbarian, transferred
the imperial dignity to the venerable Pertinax, who was
foon affaffinated by the pratorian bands.

The empire was then expofed to auction, and Didius
Julian carried it by a number of magnificent promifes.
This proceeding exafperated the whole body of the
people 5 for though the empire had been frequently
bought, it had never been fold upon credit before.
Pefcennius Niger, Severus, and Albinus, were faluted

€mperors j
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emperors 3 and Julian, not being in a condition to pay
the immenfe fums he had promifed; was abandoned by
the foldiers.

Severus defeated Niger and Albiniis: he was mafter
of extraordinafy qualities; but wanted that fweetnefs
of difpofition, which in princes is the moft amiable
quality they can poffefs.

The power of the Emperors might eafily appear
more tyrannical than that of modern princés; for as
their dignity was a conjunétion of the various autho-
rities in the Roman magiftracy, fuch as dictatcrs, for
inftance, tribunes of the people, proconfuls, cenfors,
fupreme pontiffs, and fometimes confuls, they fre-
quently affumed the difpenfation of diftributive juftice,
and it was eafy for them to create fufpicions that they
had oppreffed thofe whom they condemned; for the
people ufually judge of the abufe of power, by the
greatnefs of its excent; whereas the kings of Europe,
being legiflators and not executors of the law, foves
reign princes but not judges, are confequently dif-
charged from the exercife of an authority that might
prove odious; and have configned the inflition of
punifhments to magiftrates, whillt they referved to
themfelves the diftribution of pardons and other popu-
lar a&s of mercy.

Few emperors have ever been more jealous of their
authority than Tiberius and Severus, and yer they fuf~
fered themfelves to b= governed in a moft dithanour-
able manner, the one by Sejanus, and the other by
Plautian.

The unhappy cuftom of proferibing, introduced by
Sylla, was ftill practifed under the emperors ; and the
prince muft have been diftinguithed by fome virtue, if
he difcountenanced that fevere proceeding ; for as the
minifters and favourites turned their thoughts to con-
fifcations at the beginning of areign, they were always
repreflenting to their fovereign the neceflity of punifh.
ments, and the dangerous effeéts of clemency.

Vor. 111, 1 When
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When Severus gave full play to his profcriptions, a
great body of Niger’s * army retired for fafety to the
Parthians 1 and - perfefted them in every part of
military difcipline wherein they were any way defec-
tive ; they habitvated them to the Roman weapons,
and even taught their workmen how fo make their
martial equipage ; in confequence of which, that peo-
ple, -who ull then had ufually limited their exploits
to defenfive wars J, were generally aggreffors for the
future. '

It is very remarkable, that in the long feries of thofe
civil wars that were continually raging, the chiefs,
who were fupported by the legions of Europe, gene-
rally defeated the leaders of the Afiatic legions |j ; and
we read, in the hiftory of Severus, that .he could not
take the city of Atra in Arabia, becaufe the European
legions having mutinied, he was obliged to employ
thofe of Syria.

This difference became evident, when the levies
were firft made § in the provinces, and it appeared as
confiderable in the legions, as it did in the nations out
of which they were raifed, and who, by nature or edu-
cation, were morc or lefs formed for war.

Another unhappy confequence likewife enfued from
thefe provincial levies ; for the emperors, who were
generally elected out of the foldiery, weie for the moft
‘part ftrangers, and fometimes the worft of Barbarians.

# Herodian's life of Severus,

4 This fatality continued in the reign of Alexander. Artaxérxes, whe
re-cftablifhed the Perfian empire; made it formidable 10 the Remans, be-
caufe their foldiers, either through caprice or a hbeitine dupofition, de-
ferted in great multitudes to the king of Perfia.

1 Namely, the Perfians, who followed their example. .

f| Severus defeated the Afiatic legions of Niger, Conftantine thofe of Li-
cins ; Velpafian, though proclaimed by the armies of Syria, ‘made war
againit Vitellius only with the legions of Mcefia, Pannonia, and Dalmatia.
Cicero, ‘'when he was-at his province, wrote to the f{cnate, that they fhould
not reckon on the levies raifed in this country, Conftentine defeated Max-
emvivs, f3ys Zozimen, by his cavaly only, See hercafter ehap, xxii.

§ Auguftus fixed th- legions to particular ftations in the provinces.
The levies were originally saifed at Rome, after that among the Latins, in
Italy next, and latt of all in the provinces.

Rome
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Rome was now no longer miftre(s of the world, but
received laws from the whole univerfe.

Each emperor brought with him fome peculiarity
from his own country, relating to fathions, manners,
politics, or religion; and Heliogabalus had even
formed a refolution to deftroy every object of religious
veneration in Rome, and to banith all the gods from
their temples, that he might place his own in their
room.

This circumftance, even confidered as independent
on the fecret operations ot the Deity, which are obvious
to his omnifcience alone, greatly contributed to the
eftablifbment of Chriftianity ; for nothing was now
ftrange in the empire, and the people were prepared to
relifh every new cuftom which the emperors were in-
clinable to introduce. o

It is well known, that the Romans received the gods
of other nations into their city ; but then they reccived
them with the art of conquerors, and carried them'in
their triumphal proceflions: but when ftrangers ate
tempted to eftablith them by their own authority, they
were immediately rejefted. It is likewife notorious,
‘that the Romans gave foreign deities the names of fuch
of their own gods as were moft conformable to the
others, in their attributes: But when the priefts of
other countries would introduce the adoration -of
their divinities, under the proper names, among the
Romans, -they were not permitted to accomplith that
defign ; and this was the greateft obftacle to the progrefs
of Chriftianity.

Caracalla, who fucceeded Severus, may be called
not only a tyrant, but the deftroyer of mankind. Ca-
ligula, Nero, and Domitian limited their barbarities
to Rome ; but this monfter endeavoured to extend his
fury through the world like a peftilence.

Severus amafled prodigious treafures by the exaca
tions of a long reign, and his profcriptions of thofe who

declared for his competitors in the empire. :
Iz Caracalla



116 GRANDEUR AND DECLENSION Crar. 16,

Caracalla having commenced his reign with mur-
dering his brother Gera with his own hands, purchafed,
with thofe riches, a connivance at his crime from the
foldiers who had an extraordinary regard for Geta;
but the liberalities of Caracalla had fuch an effe@ upon
them, that they declared they had taken oaths to both
the children of Severus, and not to one alone.

The immoderate treafures which have been gathered
by princes have commonly produced fatal effects : they
‘generally corrupt the fucceflor, who grows dazzled with
the luftre they diffufe s and if they happen not to
prevent his heart, they mifguide his mind, and caufe
him to form plans of mighty enterprizes, by the mini-
ftration of a power that is only accidental, always tran-
ficory and unnatural, and an empty inflation inftead of
a real grandeur.

Caracalla augmented the foldiers pay; Macrinus
wtote to the fenate, that this augmentation amounted
to * feventy millions of drachms 4. This prince feems
to have magnified things ; and if we compare our fol-
diers pay now-a-days with the reft of our public ex-
pences, and fuppofe that we kept the fame proportion
.among the Romans we fhall fee that this fum was ex-
ceffive. .

Here we fhould enquire, what was a Roman foldier’s
pay ? We learn from Orofius, that Domitian raifed {
it a fourth from what it was before. And it appears
from a foldier’s fpeech in Tacitus, that || at the death
of Auguftus it was ten ounces of brafs per day. We find
in Suetonius §, that Julius Cezfar doubled the pay of
his time. In Pliny*¥, at the fecond Punic war, it

* Seven thoufand myriads. Dion. in Macrinus.

+ T)e Atric drachm was the fame with the Roman denarius, the eighth
patt of ar ounce, and the fixty-fourd part of our maic.

1 He raifed it in propostion as [eventy-five is to an hundred.

¥ Arnals lib, i § . Life of Jul. Czf,

=* Hift, Nat. x¥xiii, 13. Inftead of giving ten ounces of copper for
twonty, they paid fixieen. [ The author fhould have faid, inftead of teR
affes of hals of two éunees each, they paid only xvi affes of one ounce
cael.} .

was
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was diminithed one fifth. It was then in the Punic
war * about fix ounces of copper; in the fecond t,
about five ounces; at ten, under Julius Czfar; and
thirteen and a third, under Domitian %, I fhall make
here fome reflections. :

The pay which the republic might eafily advance,
when it was only a fmall ftate, when it engaged in a
new war every year, and received the {poils of it as of-
ten; it was not able to raife, without running in
debt, under the firt Punic war, when it carried its
arms beyond Italy, when it maintained a long war, and
fupported great armies.

In the fecond Punic war, the pay was reduced to five
ounces of brafs; and this diminution might be made
withour danger at a time when the moft of the citizens
were afthamed to receive pay, and were willing to ferve
at their own charge.

The treafures of Perfia}l, and cf fo many other
kings, which flowed into Rome, put an end to taxes
there. In fuch public and private opulence, they had
the prudence not to enlarge the former payment of five
ounces of brafs, ~

Though even from this pay they made a deduétion
for corn, cloaths, and arms; ftill it was fufficienr, be-
caufe they enrolled only thofe citizens who had patri-
monies of their own. '

Marius having enrolled people of no fubftance, and-
his example being afterwards followed, Julius Cafar
was obliged to augment the pay. ‘

* A foldier in the Moflellaria of Plautus, {ays it was three afles ; which
can be underftacd only of afies of ten ounces.” But if the pay was exally
fix affes in the firft Punic war, it was not diminifhed in the fecond a fi th,
but a fixth, and the fration was omitted

t Polybius, who reduces the pay to Greck money, differs only by a
fraction. . ‘

T Sce Orofius and Suetonius in Domitian- They fay the fame thing.
under different werds T have reduced the terms to ounces of biais, that

1 might be underftood without having recourfe to the feveral fj ecies of the
Roman Money.

I Cic. Qffic. lib. a.
Iz This
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This augmentation having been continued after the
death of C=zfar, they were obliged under the conful-
fhip of Hirtius and Panfa, to re-eftablifh taxes.

The weaknefs ‘of Domitian in adding one fourth to
this pay, was a great blow to the ftate ; the unhappinefs
of which was not that it brought in luxury in general,
but infufed it among people of that condition who
ought to be fupplied with no more than the bare ne-
ceffities which nature requires. Laftly, by Caracalla’s
final augmentation, the empire was thrown into fuch
a condition, that, not being able to fubfift without fol-
diers, it could not fubfift with them.

Caracalla, to foften the horror of his fratricide, in-
ftituted divine honours to his brother Geta; and, what
was very peculiar, he himfelf received the fame deifi-
cation of Macrinus, who after he had caufed him
to be ftabbed, and was defirous of appeafing the prato-
rian bands, who regretted the death of a prince whofe
liberalities they had fo often enjoyed, erected a temple,
and eftablithed a priefthood of Flamens in his honour.

This preferved bis memory from all degrading im-

“putations, * and the fcnate not knowing to cenfure him,
he was not ranked among the tyrants, like Commodus,
who had not done more to deferve that title than him-
felf.

As to the two great emperors Adrian and Severus 1,
one eftablifhed and the other relaxed the military difci-
pline, and the events exactly correfponded with their
caufes : the reigns which fucceeded that of Adrian were
a feries of happinefs and tranquility ; but after the
death of Severus, nothing was feen but a fucceffion of
calamities and horror. -

Caracalla had confined himfelf to no limitations in
his prodigality to the faldiers; and in that particular
he a@ed conformably to the fentiments of his father,

* Elius Lampridius in vita Alexandri Severi. .
+ See the abridgment of Xiphil, in the life of Adrian, and Herodian
in the life of Severus.
who
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who, on .his death-bed, advifed him to enrch the
army and difregard all the reft of mankind.

But thefe politics could be only accommodated to .
one reign 3 for the fucceffor being no longer able to
cantinue thofe expences, was foon affaflinated by the
army ; fo that the emperors who were eminent for
wifdom, were always murdered by the foldiers; and
thole whofe lives were infamous, were deftroyed either
by the confpiracies or edits of the fenate.

When a tyrant fuffered himfelf to be entirely influ-
enced by the war, and left the citizens expofed to
their licentious depredations, fuch injurious proceed-
ings could not be extended beyond the period of one
reign ; becaufe the foldiers, in confequence of their
devaftations, impoverithed the people, and defeated
themfelves of their pay by that'event. It therefore be-
came neceffary to reform the military difcipline, which
was a proj-& always fatal to the perfons who prefumed - .
to attempt It, '

When Caracalla loft his life by the treachery of
Macrinus, the foldiers, in defpair at the death of a
prince, whofe liberality had been difpenfed to them
with an unlimited flow, elefted Heliogabalus* ; and
when he, by his proftitution to infamous pleafures,
and the lawlefs extravagancics he fuffered the army to
commit, grew contemptible even in their eyes, they
difpatched him by an affaffination. The fame fate
attended Alexander, who was preparing to reftore the
true military difcipline, and threatened to punith the
foldiers for their mifconduét .

In this manner a tyrant, who inftead of being foli-
citous for his fafety, affected an ability to be criminal,
perithed with the faral advantage of being murdered
2 few days before another who would willingly have
been a better man,

* At this time every one thonght himfelf good enough to rife to empire.
Sece Dial. Ixxix. :

1 See Lampridius.
14 After
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After the death of Alexander, the imperial dignity
was transferred to Maximin, who was the firft emperor
of Barbarian extration, and had been diftinguifhed by
his ﬁ%rcngth and gigantic ftature.

This prince and his fon were likewife flain by the
foldiers. ~ The two firlt Gordians perithed in Africa:
Maxunus Balbinus, and the third Gordian were maf-
facred : Philip, who had caufed the young Gordian
"to be deftroyed, was himfelf flain with his fon; and
Decius, who was chofen to fucceed him, was mur-
dered in his turn by the treafon of Gallus*.

-The Roman empire was improperly fo denominated
at that time, and might rather be called an irregular
commonwealth, nearly refembling the Anf’cocracy of
Algiers, where the militia, who are invefted with the
fov'-ruorn power, ele¢t and depofe the magiftrate they
called the Dey ; and it may perhaps be taken for a ge-
neral rule, that a mx]xtary government is, in fome re-
fpects, a republic rather than a monarchy.

But left any one fhould imagine the foldiers had no
other fhare in'the government ‘than what thcy extorted
by their dxfobedlencc and infurrections, let it be alked

whether the orations in which the emperors addreffed
themfelves fo the army, were not at lalt very corref-
pondent to thofe whic the confuls and tribunes for-
merly’ made to the people ? And though the foldiers
had ro particular place to affemble in, nor were under
the rcgulatxon of any certain forms; though the tem-
per of their ‘minds was not ufually ferene, their pra-

ceedings confifting of action rather than deliberation,
(‘xd they not howcvcr difpofe of the public fortune

* Cafaubon obferves, on the Hiftoria Augnita, that during the penod ‘of
360 years which it compreherids, there were feventy pesfons, who juttly or
ovherwnfe, had the title of Cafar. Adeo &1 (znt inilly Prmﬂpg{u, Query tamen
omnes mivantur, comitia Imperii femper incerta’ So unceitain, to the
allonifhment of all, were the eleftions in that empire. Which circum-
wance'iufficiently mgnifetts the d.ffzrence between the Roman government
and that of France, where, for the long fpace of mclve hundred yearsy
he more lhan hxty thxee kmgs have mgncd-

N witl
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with a fovereign authority ? What was an emperor
but the minifter of a violent and tumultuous govern-
ment, and did not the foldiers elet him for their own
particular convenience ?

When the army affociated into the empire ¥, Phi-
lip, tne preetorian prefet of the third Gordian, claim-
ed the exercife of an undivided command, but did not
fucceed in his pretenfions ; he then requefted the army
to divide the power equally between them, but to as
little effect ; he next intreated them to leave him the
title of foar, and was ftill refufed ; he afterwards
folicited them to create him prefect of the pratorian
bands, and met with the ufual repulfe ; till at laft he
was reduced to plead for his life. The army, in the
inftance before us, exercifed the fupreme magiftracy
in their feveral decifions.

The Barbarians were at firft unknown to the Ro-
mans, and for fome time afterwards only incommo-
dious ; but at laft they became formidable to them,
by an event altogether unparalleled at that time, and
which perhaps may never be equalled hereafter. Rome
had fo effettually extinguifhed all nations, that when
fhe at laft was vanquifhed in her turn, the earth feemed
to produce a new race of mankind, to accomplifh her
deftruction.

Thofe princes who have large dominions, feldom
find them bordered by any territories confiderable
enough to be the objects of their ambition; and
thould there be any fuch, they would naturally be
fwallowed up in a feries of conquett. We will fay
they are bounded then by feas and mountains, and
vaft deferts, whofe fterility rendered them contempti-
ble. The Romans for this reafon fuffered the Germans
o rangc in their ‘foreft and gloomy wilds, and let the
northern nations fhiver amidft the polar fnow ; and
yet thofe inhofpitable regions produced a people, who
at la(’c enflaved the conquerors of the world.

$ee Julius Capitolirus.

In
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In the reign of Gallus, a mighty colle®ion of na-
tions, who atterwards became more cclebrated, fpread
their ravages through all Furope; and the Perfians
having invaded Syria, abandoned their conquefts only
to preferve their booty.

We no longer fee any of thofe {warms of Barbarians
which the North formerly fent out. The violences of
the Romans had made the people of the South retire
into the North : while the force which confined them
fubfifted, they remained there: when it was weakened,
they difperfed themfelves into gl} parts* . The fame
thing happened fome ages after. The conqueft and
tyrannies of Charlemagne had again forced the nations
of the South into the North: as foon as this empire
was weakened, they poured a fecond time from the
North into the South. And if at prefent a prince
made the fame ravages in Europe, the nations driven
into the North, with their backs to the limits of the
univerfe, would maintain their graund, till the mo-
ment they fhould over-run and conquer Europe 2 third
time,

The miferable diforders which had fo long been
fpringing up in the feveral fucceffions of the emperars,
were now come to their fatal maturity, and that period
which was concurrent with the clole of Valerian’s reign,
and the duration of that of his fon Gallienus, produced
thirty pretenders to the empire, the greatelt part of
whom being fwept away by their mutual contentions,
their devaftations were limited to a fhort reigny and
they gained nothing durable but the appellation of the
THIRTY TYRANTS.

Valerian having been taken prifoner by the Perfians,
and his fon Gallienus negleting the public affairs,
the Barbarians penetrated into all parts, and the em-
pire was now in the fame condition it was afterwards

. * This may ferve for an anfwer to the famous queftion, Why the North
15 o lenger 1o populous as formerly ?
reduced
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reduced to in the weft ®, at the clofe of another cen-
tury, and it would then have felt its laft convu'fions,
had not a happy conjunétion of events inteipofed for
its prefervation,

The terrible confufion in fucceeding to the empire
being come to its height, we find at the end of the
reign of Valerian, and during rhat of Gallienus, his
fon, no lefs that thirty pretencers to the throne, moft
of whom having got poffeflion of it, and reigned for
a very fhort time, were called the tyrants.

Odenatus, prince of Palmyra, and one of the Ro-
man allies, diflodged the Pe.fians, who had invaded
the greateft pirt of Afia: Rome furnithed an army
of its own citizens, and they effe@ually delivered it
from the Barbarians who came to pillage their city : an
innumerable army of Scythians, who put to fea in a
fleet of five thoufand fhips, entirely perithed by ftorms,
fatigue, and famine, and even by their formidable
grandeur ; and Gallienus being at laft flain, Claudius, .
Aurelian, Tacitus, and Probus, who happily fucceeded
him, and were four extraordinary princes, {natched
the empire from the verge of ruin.

C H A P. XVIL
Changes in the S T AT E.

T H E emperors, to prevent the continual treafons
of the army, affociated into the government proper
perfons in whom they mignt confide; and Dioclefian,
under pretext of the weight and multiplicity of the
public affairs, eftablithed a law, that there fhould al-
ways be two Emperors and as many C=zflars. He.
judged, thar, by this proceeding, the four principal ar-
mies being poffefled by the partners in the empire, would
naturally intimidate one anather, and that the inferior
armies being too weak to have any thoughts of raifing

* An hundred and fifty years alter this event, the Barbarians invaded
the empire, in the reign of Honorius.

3 their
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their chiefs to the imperial dignity, their cuftom of
eleftion would be gradually difcontinued, and entirely
abolithed at laft. Befides, the dignity of the Ceefars
being always fubordinate, that power, which, for the
fecurity of the government, was in the participation of
four, would be exercifed in its full extent by no more
than two,

The foldiers were likewife reftrained from their ex-
orbitances by confidering, that as the riches of parti-
cular perfons as well as the public treafure were confi-
derably diminifhed, the emperors were in no condition
to offer them fuch large donations as formerly, and
confequently the gratuities would be no longer propor--
tionable to the danger of a new election. ‘

We may add to this, that the prefects of the prato-
rian bands, whofe power and employments rendered
them the grand vifirs of thofe times, and frequently
tempted them to murdeér their emperors, in order to
raife themlelves to the throne, were greatly reduced by
Conftantine, who divefted them of all but their civil
functions, and augmented their number to four in-
ftead of two. ‘

The lives of the emperors began now to be in greater
fecurity, and they might reafonably expe& to die
peaceably in their beds. This circumftance feems in
fome meafure to have f{oftened their difpofitions, and
they no longer fled human blood with the barbarous
prodigality of their predeceffors. Buc as the immenfe
power they ftill poffeffed muft needs have fome parti-
cular tendency, it began to manifeft itfelf in a fpecies
of tyranoy lefs glaring than the former. The fubjeéts
were no longer affrighted with inhvman maffacres, but
then they were haraffed by unjuft fentences and forms
of judicature, which feemed to defer death only to ren-
der life itfelf uncomfortable. The court governed, and
was likewife {fwayed in its turn, by a greater variety of
artifices and a more exquifite train of political refine-
ments, which were condued with greater filence than

2 ) vluak
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vfual. In a word, inftead of an unterrified difpofition to

form a bad aftion, and a cruel precipitation to commit -
it, thofe gigastic iniquities fhrunk into the vices of

weak minds, and could only be called languid crimes.

A new train of corruption was now introduced, the
firt emperors purfued pleafures, but thefe funk into
foftnefs. They fhewed themfelves with lefs frequency
to the foldiers, were more indolent and fonder of their
domcftics, more devoted to the palace, and more ab-
ftraéted from the empire,

The poifon of the court grew more malignant in
proportion to the difguife it affumed. All direct terms
were difufed in difcourfe, and diftant infinuations be-
came the dialet of the palace. Every thining reputa-
tion was fullied, and the minifters as well as the officers
of the army were perpetually left to the difcretion of
that fort of people, who, as they cannot be ufeful to
the ftate themfelves, fuffer none to ferve it with repu-
tation and glory.

In aword, that affability of the firft emporors, which
alone qualified them for an infight into their affairs, was
now entirely difcarded. The prince had no informa-
tions, but what were conveyed to him by the canal of
a few favourites, who acted always in concert rogether,
and even when they feemed to difagree in their opi-
rions, were only in the province of a fingle perfon to
their fovereign.

The refidence of feveral emperors in Afia, and their
perpetual competition with the kings of Perfia, made
them form a refolution to be adorned like thofe mo-
narchs ; and Dioclefian, though others fay Gallerius,
publifhed an edi€t to that effett. o
_ This pompous imitation of the Afiatic pride being
once eftablithed, the people were foon habituated to
fuch a fpetacle, and when Julian would have regu-
lated his conduét by a modeft fimplicity of manners,
‘that proceeding which was no more than a rcnovatior;_

0
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of the ancient behaviour, was imputed to him as a re-
proachful inattention to his dignity.

Though feveral emperors had reigned after Marcus
Aurelivs, yet the empire was undivided ; and as the
authority of thofe princes was acknowledged in all the
provinces, it was but one power though exercifed by
many perfons,

But Galerius * and Conftantius Chlorus, being at
variance with each other, divided the empire in reality 5
and this example, which was afterwards followed by
Conftantine, who purfuing the plan of Galerius and not
that of Dioclefian, introduced 2 cuftom which might
be called a revolution rather than a change. »

We may likewife add, that the ftrong defire of Con-
ftantine to be the founder of a new city, and an impulfe
of vanity to diftinguith it by his pwn pame, deter-
mined him to transfer the feat of empire to the eaft,
Though Rome was far from being fo {pacious within
the walls as it is at prefent,.yet the fuburbs were pro-
digioufly extenfive }: Italy was filled with feats of
Ppleafure, and might properly be called the garden of
Rome. The hufbandmen were in Cicily, Africa, and
Egyptt ; but the gardeners lived altogether in Ttaly.
The lands were generally cultivated by the flaves of
the Roman citizens, but when the feat of empire was
eftablithed in the eaft, all Rome was in a manner
tranfplanted to that fituation. Thither did the Grandees
fend their flaves, or, in other words, the greateft part
of the people, and Iraly was almoft exhaufted of its
inhabitants.

It was Conftantine’s intention that the new city
fhould not be inferior in any particular to the old one;
and therefore he took care to have it fufficiently fup-
pied with corn, commanding all the harveft of Egypt

* See Orofius, lib. vii. and Aurelius Viftor. . .
+ Expatiantia tefia multos addidere urbes, fays Plin, Nat, Hit, 1ib. iii.
1 Cosn, fays Tacitus, was formerly exported from Italy to the diftant
provinces, ard it is not 2 barren land now ; but we cultivate Afiica and
Egypt, and choofe to expofe the lives of the Roman people to danger. i
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to be fent to Conftantinople, and configning that of
Africa to Rome, which does net feem to-have been a
very judicious proceeding,

Whilft the republic fubfifted, the people of Rome,
who were then the fovereigns of all other nations, be-
came naturally entitled to a proportion of the tribute:
this circumftance induced the fenate to fell them corn, at
firlt, fora low price, and afterwards to make a grarui-
tous diftribution of it among them; and when mo-
narchy itfelf was introduced, this latter cuftom was
ftill continued, though entirely oppofite to the prin-
ciples of that form of government. It is true, the
abufe remained unreétified through an apprehenfion of
the inconveniences that would have rifen from its dif-
continuance ; but when Conftantine founded a new
city, he eftablifhed the fame cuftom without the leaft
appearance of reafon. . ~

When Auguftus had conquered Egypr, he conveyed
the treafure of the Ptolomies to Rome; and this pro-
ceeding occafioned much the fame revolution which the
difcovery of the Indies afterwards effeéted in Europe,
and which fome ridiculous fchemes have fince accom-
plilbed in our time. The revenue was doubled at
Rome#, and as that city continued to abforb all the
riches of Alexandria, which was itfelf the repofitory
of the treafures of Africa and the Eaft; gold and filver
by thefe means became very common in Europe, and
the people were able to pay very canficerable taxations
even in money.

But when the empire was afterwards divided, all
thefe riches flowed 1n a full tide to Conftantinople;
and we may add to this unhappy circumftance, that
the mines in Germany 1 had not then bezen opened:

* Seuton. in Auguft. Orof, lib. vi. Rome often met with thele revo.
lutions, I.have before obferved, that the trealures brought hither from
Macedonia, fu, erfeded a1l farther tribute, Ciceroin his Offices, hib. ii.

1 Tacitus, De moribus Germanorum, declares this jv exprefs teyms.
Belides, we know piciry nealy the tme in which moft of the wmines of -

Germany
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that thofe of Italy * and Gaul were very fewand incon-
fiderable; and that the mines of Spain - had nort been
worked fince the Carthaginians loft that country, or
at leaft they were not fo produétive as formerly ; Italy
itfelf was now a continued wafte of forfaken gardens,
and confequently could not be in any condition to draw
money from the Eaft, whilt the Weft ar the fame
time was drained of all its wealth, by the oriental mer-
chants who fupplied the inhabitants with their neceffary
commodities. Gold and Silver, by thefe means be-
came extremely {carce in Europe ; and yet the emperors
extorted the fame pecuniary tributes as formerly, which
completed the gencral deftruétion.

When a government has been eftablithed in one cer-
tain form, and its political circumftances are adjufted
to a parricular fituation, itis generally prudent to leave
them in that condition ; for the fame caufes which have
enabled fuch a ftate to fubfift, though they may fre-
quently be complicated and unknown, will ftill continue
to {upport it; bur when the whole fyftem is changed,
remedies can only be accommodated to the inconveni-
gnces vifible in the theory, whilft others, which nothing
but experience can point eut, are lurking without op-
pofition in the new plan.

For thefe reafons, though the empire grew already
too great, yet it was effectually ruined by the divifions
into which it was parcelled, becaufe all the parts of this
vaft body, had, for a long feries of time, been ar-
ranged fo as to become fettled and fteady, and weré
compaéted by a mutual dependency through the whole.

Conftantine [, after he had weakened the capital, pro-

Germany were opened, See Thomas Sefreiberws of the origin of the
mimes of the Harts. Thofe of Saxony are thought to be lefs ancient,

* See Pliny Nat, Hift, xxxvii. 77.

1 The Carthaginians, fays Diodoius, underflood very well the art of
making an advanrage of them ; and the Romans that of hindering others
from making fuch advantage. .

1 This account of Conftantine’s proceedings no ways contradils the ec-
cletialt cal writers, who declare they confine themfelves to thofe aftiors o
this prince which Lad any relation so religion, without ecncerning t‘i_l;m;

. chve
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ceeded to impair the frontiers by drawing off thofe le-
gions which were ftationed on the banks of great rivers,
and diftributing them into the provinces. This inno-
vation was extremely prejudicial in more inftances than
one ; for as the barrier which comprehended fo many
nations was now removed ; fo the foldiers * pafled all
their time, and grew effeminate in the Circus and the
theatres+.

When Julian was fent by Conftantius into Gaul, he
found that fifty towns on the Rhine § had been taken
by the Barbarians, and that the provinces were all
plundered, and that there was now no more than the
thadow of a Roman army, which fled ac the very
mention of the enemies name.

This prince by his wifdom |, and prefervance,
joined with ceconomy, conduét, and valour, and proi-
pered by a noble feries of heroic actions, chaced the
Barbarians out of their new fettlements, and his name
became a terror to them as long as he lived §.

The fhortnefs of the reigns, the various political
parties, the different religions, and the particular fe&s
of thefe religions, have greatly disfigured the charac-
ters of the emperors; I fhall give only two examples:
that Alexander, who is a coward in Herodian, is a
hero in Lampridius; that Gratian, fo highly cele-

felves with the political tranfaétions in that reign. Eufeb, Life of Con-
flantine, lib i.c. 9. Socrates, lib. 1. c. 1.

* Zozimus, bb. ii.

+ After the eftablifiment of Chriffianity, the combats of gladiators
were very feldom exhibited, and Conftantine prohibited them by his au-
thority ;5 but this barbarous cuftom was not entirely abolifhed till the time
of Honorius. The Romans retained nothing of their ancient thews, but
what tended to emafculate their minds, and allure them to pleafure. In
former times, che foldiers before they took the field, were entertained
with a combat of gladiators, to familiarife them to the fight of blood and
weapons of war, and to infpire them with intrepidity when:they engaged
the enemy, Jul, Capit. Life of Maximus and Balbinus,

1 Ammian, Marcellin, lib. xvi. xvii. and xviii.

I Ammian. Marcellin. ibid.

§ See the noble panegyric made by Ammianus Marcellinus on this
prince, lib. xxv.

Vou. III. K brated
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brated by the Orthodox, is compared to Nero by Phi-
Joftorgius.

No prince faw the neceflity of refloring the ancient
plan, more than Valentinian. His whole life was
employed in fortifying the banks of the Rhine, making
levies, raifing caftles, placing troops in proper flations,
and furnifhing them with fubfiftence on thofe frontiers;
but an event that afterwards happened, determined his
brother Valents to open the Danube, and that proceed-
ing was attended with very dreadful confequences.
~ That track of land which lies between the Palus

Meotis, the mountains of Caucafus and the Cafpian
fea, was inhabited by a numerous people who com-
pofed great part of the nation of the Huns, or that of
the Alans. The foil was exceedingly fertile ; the inha-
birants were fond of wars-and robberies; and were al-
ways either on horfeback or in their charlots, and wan-
dered about the country wherein they were inclofed :
they fometimes made depredations on the frontiers of
Perfia and Armenia; but the ports of the Cafpian fea
“were eafily guarded, and it was difficult for them to pe-
netrate into Perfia by any other avenues ; and as they
iniagined it impracticable to crofs the Palus Maotis,
they were altogether unacquainted with the Romans;
fo that whilft other nations of Barbarians ravaged the
empire, thefe confined themitlves within the limits
which their ignorance had drawn around them.

It has been the opinion of fome, * that the {lime
which was rolled down by the current of the Tanais
had by degrees formed a kind of incruftation on the
furface of the Cimmerian Bofphorus, over which thefe
people are fuppofed to have pafied. Others - inform
us, that two young Scythians being in full purfuic of

" a_hind, the terrified creature {wam over that arm of the
fea, vpon which the youths immediately followed her
in the fame track, were exccedingly aftonithed to find

* Zozimus, lib. iv. ’
+ Fornandes de rebus Goticis, 'The Mifcellanzous Hift. of Procopins,
themfelves
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themfelves in a new world ; and at thexr return to the
old one, they gave their countrymen * a particular ac-
count of the ftrange hands, and if I may be indulged
the expreffion; in inviting Indies thej had lately difco-
vered.

‘Upon this infofrhation, an innumerable _body of
Huns immediately paffed thofe ftreighits 3 and, meet-
ing firft with the Goths, made that people Ay before
them. It thould feem as if thefe mighty countries
poured their nations out prempltately upon orie another,
and that Afia had acquired @ new weight to make it
ponderate equal to the European power.

The Gotbs in confterndtion prefented themfelves on
the banks of the Danube, and with a fuppliant 4ir in-
treated the Romans to allow them a place of refuge.
The flattefers T of Valens 1mplovcd this conje&um,
and reprefented it as a fortunate conqueft of 4 new
people, who, by the acceffion of their Aumbers, would
defend and enrich the empire.

Valens ofdered 1 them ro be admitted intd his ter-
ritories upon dellvermg up cheir arms ; _but his officers
fuffered them fo fe-purchafe with their maney as many
as they pleafed: they were afterwards difiributed into
feveral allotments of land; but thé Goths, || contrary
to the cuftom of the Huns, did not cultivate the pot -
tions of ground afligned them. =~ They were even left
deftitute of the promxfed fupplies of corn, and were

¥ Vide Sozomen, Iib, vi. .

+ Ammian. Marcellin. hb XX1X. ‘

1 Several of thole who, had received thef‘c orders abandoned themfclves
10 a brutal paffion for fome of the male refugees; others were enfnared by
the beauty of the young barbarians of the other fex, and became the cap-
tives of their female flaves; a third fort were coirupted by prelents i
money, lin:n_habits, and frmved maniles ; and all their thoughts only
tended to enrich their houfes with flaves, and to flock their f;nms with
Cattle.  Huft. of Dexippus.

|| See tiie Gothic hiftory by Priféns, who has fét this difference of cul
toms in a clear light, It may be afiied perhaps, how it was poffible for
nznans who never cultivated Lhelr lands, tobe fo powcrful, when thole of

merica are fo very weak ¢ it is becaule peoplée who follow a paftoral life
are furnifhed willi a better fubfiffence than thofe who live by thé chace. ;

2 ¢
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ready to perith amidft a land of plenty; they were
armed for war, and yet unjuftly infulted. In confe-
quence of thefe provocations, they ravaged all th.
country from the Danube to the Bofphorus; they de-
ftroyed Valens and all his army, and repaffed the
Danube only to quit the hideous folitude they had ef-
fected by their devaftations®, .

CHA P, XVIII,

An Account of fome new maxims received by the Romans.

SOMETIMES the pufillanimous {pirit of the
emperors T, and frequently the defencelefs ftate of the
empire made the people employ their money to ap-
peafe the nations that threatened to invade them ; but
the defired peace could never be effectually purchafed,
becaufe thofe who fold it could, whenever they pleafed,
oblige the Romans to buy it again.

It is much better to hazard an unfuccefsful war,
than to part with great fums for a precarious peace ;
for a prince is always fufpected when it is known he
will make a long refiftance before he can be van-
quithed.

Befides, fuch gratifications as thefe were changed
into tribute at laft, and though they were free at the
beginning, they became neceflary in the event, and

It appears by the aceount given by Ammianus Marcellinus, that ke
Hune, in their firlt fettiements, did not manure their lands, and only fub.
fifted on their flocks and herds, in a country that abounded with rich paf-
tures, and was watered with many rivers; fuch is the praftice of the inha-
bitants of litle Tartary, which 1s pait of the fame country. Anditis
probable that the nations we have been fpeaking of, having, after their
emigiations from their native land, fettled in countries that afforded little
or]no pafture for their cattle, applied themfelves to the cultivation of the
foil,

* See Zozimu:, lib. iv.  Se alfo Dexippus’s Extiatt of the Embaffies of
Conftantine Porphyrogenitas, .

+ At fuft they gave all to the foldiers; afterwards all to the enemy.

pafled
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pafled for an acquired ‘property : for which reafons
when an emperor refufed them to fome particular peo-
ple, or was not difpofed to give them fo much as the
demanded, they immediately declared themfelves his
mortal enemies. To produce an inftance or two, from
a thoufand : the army which Julian led againft the Per-
fians, * was purfued, in his rctreat from the'eaft, b
the Arabians, to whom the cuftomary tribute had been
refufed: and in a fhort time afterwards, in the reign
of Valentinian, the Germans, who had been offered
more incon(iderable prefcnts than ufual, grew exafpe-
rated at that difotliging frugality, and thefe northern
people being already influenced by a point of honour,
avenged themfelves of -this pretended infult by a
cruel war,

All thofe nations that furrounded the empire in Fu-
rope and Afia, exhaufted it by degrees of its riches :
and as the Romans derived their grandeur and power
from the gold-and filver which flowed into the empire
from the coffers of fo many kings; they now grew
weak and defpicable, } becaufe the fame gold and filver
was drained from them by other nations.

The mifconduct of politicians is not always volun-
tary, but happens frequently to be the unavoidable
confequence of their particular firuation §. and therefore
one inconvenience 1s generally the offspring of another.

The army, as we have already declared, became
very expenfive to the ftate, and the foldiers had three

* Ammian. Marcellin, lib. xxiv, 1 Idem, 1ib, xxvi.

I You would wil.ingly he rich, fzid Fulian to bis mutinous army, there:
is Perfia for your purpofe, let us maich thither ; for, believe me, all the
riches of the Roman republic are now no'more : our poverty is owing to
thofe who perfuaded our princes to purchafe peace from the Barbarians.
Our treafury is exhaufted, cur cities are in ruins, and our provinces look
dreadful wilh defolation. An emperor who knows no riches but thofe of
the mind, is not athamed to acknowledge a virtuous and irreproachable
poverty.  You may revolt if you are fo difpofed ; for my part, either death
fhall relieve me, for. I fcorn a life of which the leaft fever can deprive me
as effeCtually as my fword, or I will retire from the world ; for I Lave not

pafled my days in fuch a manner, as to be incapable of a private life.
Amm, Marcell. lib, xxiv.

K 3 forts
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forts of advantages; their ordinary pay, donations of
recompence after thelr fervices, and acmdental libera-
Jities, which were often claimed as ftated properties by
a body of men who 'had both princes and people in
their power.

The inability of the people to furnifh thefe expences
obliged them to employ a lefs chargeable {old;ery, and
treaues were ftruck pp with barbarous nations, who had
neither the luxury of the Rbman army, nor the famc
fpirit and pretenfions.

There was another advantage befides this; for as

the Barbanans poured their troops into a country w:th
the greateﬁ: prgc:pxtanon, the Romans being unpro-
vided for their feception, ‘and finding it fometimes dif-
ficult to raife levies in “the ‘provinces, were obliged to
hire another party of Barbarians, who were always mer-
cenary, and eager for battle and plunder.  This expe-
dient had its ufc in the prefent emergency ; but when
that was over, the Romans found - it as ‘difficult to
rid themfelves of thelr new alllcs, as of thelr enemies
themfelves. '
" The ancient ;Romans never fuffered the auxiliary
troops to outnumber their own, in their armies * ; and
:hOUOh their allies might properly L be reputed their fub-
jecs, ‘yer theyihad no inclination to let thofe fubJC&S
be bcn;cr warrjors than fhemfelves.

But | in the 1aucr mmcs, this proporuon of the auxi-
Yiaries was npt on]y d1frecrardcd but even the nanona]
troops wére compofed of Barbarian foldiers. '

Thus ‘were cuftoms eftablifhed, quite oppafite to
thofe \yhlch had rcndcred theé- Romans mafters of the
Yorld; and ‘as the gerins of their former politics al-
ways prompted ‘thern' ‘to referve ;he military art to
thenifelves, ‘and exclode " their neighbours from any
part:cxpanon bf AtS prmcnp]es, ;hey now cx:mgmfhed

s Thls obfervatiop is made by Vegetiys ; and it appears from Livy, that
if the auxmariés 1omietimes exceedéd ‘the Komans ° i -mumber, the' fupe-
.muq ‘was vcr) mconﬁdmablc. R

Pned o a i;
4



Cuar. 18. OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 135

it in their own people, and eftablithed it among fo-
reigners,

Take this compendium of the Roman hiftory :
“They fubdued all nations by their maxims, but when
they had fo far fucceeded, their republic could not
fublit any longer ; the plan of their government muft
be changed, and maxims contrary to the firft, being
then introduced, they were divefted of all their grandeur.

Fortune never interpofes in the government of this
world ; and we may be convinced of this truth by the
Romans, who enjoyed a continual feries of profperity
when they regulated their condu@ by one 1nvariable
plan, but fuffered an uninterrupted train of calami-
ties when they ated upon different principles. There
are a fet of general caufes, either moral or phyfical,
which operate in every monarchy, and either raife and
maintain it, or elfe involve it in ruin. All accidental
conjunctures are fubordinate to thefe caufes ; and if the
hazard of a battle, which, in other words, is no more
than a particular caufe, has been deftrutive of a ftate,
{ome general caufe prefided, and made a fingle battle
be the inevitable ruin of that ftate. In a word, the
tendency of the main principle draws after it all the par-
ticular incidents.

‘We are fenfible that for two centuries paft, the Da-
nith troops have been generally defeated by the
Swedes; we may therefore conclude, that, independent
of the bravery of the two nations, and the chance of
war, either their civil or military government is difcon-
certed by fome fecret flaw which produces this effect,
and I am of opinion it may eafily be difcovered. '

In a word, the Romans loft their military difcipline,
and even neglefted it in their very arms: Vegerius *
acquaints us, that the foldiers finding them too pon-
derous, obrained the emperor Gratian’s permiffion to
quit their coats of mail, and foon after their helmets 3

* De re Militari lib. i. €. 0.

K4 and
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and when their bodies were thus defencelefs, they grew
attentive to nothing but flight.

The fame author adds, they had loft the art of for-
tifying their camps, and that by this neghgence they
were cafily overwhelmed by the Barbarian horfe.

The cavalry of the firt Romans was not numerous,
it was but the eleventh part of thie legion, and often lefs,
and what is extraordinary, was made lefs ufe of by them
than by us who are obliged to carry on fo many fieges,
where cavalry is of little fervice. When the Roman
empire was in its decay, their forces confifted of little
elfe but cavalry. Iimagine, asa nation improves in the
kioxledge of the military art, it trufts the more to its
intantry ; and as that {cience decreafes, it increafes its
cavalry in proportion : the reafon is, becaufe the infan-
try, whether light or heavy, is nothing without difci-
pline, whereas, the cavalry is always of ule, even in
its diforder ®. The attion of the latter confifts chiefly
in its impetuofity and fudden fhock ; that of the former
in its re(iftance and impenetrable firmnefs, which is not
fo much altion as re-action. Laftly, the force of the
cavalry is momentaneous; thatof the infantry of longer
duration; now there is need of difcipline to continue it
in a perfevering ftate.

The Romans arrived at univerfal monarchy not only
by the arts of war, but likewife by their wifdom, their
perfeverance, their paffion for glory, and their heroic
love for their country : and when even thefe virtues dif-
appeared under the emperors, .and they had only the
art military among them, yet this alone, notwithftand-
ing the weaknefs and tyranny of their princes, enabled
them to preferve their former acquificions. But when
corruption had at laft infinuated itfelf among the fol-
diery, they became the prey of every nation.

An empire founded by arms, muft likewife have
arms for its fupport, But as a people, when their

® The cavalry of the Tartars, withoot obferving any of our military
maxims, hzs at all times peiformed great things, See the hiftories, and

particularly thoft of the conquelft of China,
ftate
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ftate is in confufion, are at a lofs how to re&ify their
civil dijorders; in the fame manner, when they enjoy
a profound peace, and are refpeted for their power,
they never imagine this calm fcene may change, and
confequently negle¢t their military force, from whence
as they have nothing more to hope, fo they fancy they
have all things to fear, and fometimes proceed {o far
as to weaken that bafis of their welfare.

It was an ‘inviolable law among the Romans, that
whoever abandoned his poft or quitted his arms in the
combat, fhould be puniflied with death. Julian and
Valentinian, had reinforced the ancient penalties in
this particular ; but the Barbarians who were taken
into the Roman pay *, and were accuftomed to make
war in the manner now praltifed by the Tartars, who
fly in order to rally, and are more folicitous for plun-
der than martial reputation, were incapable of con-
forming to fuch fevere regulations.

The difcipline of the ancient Romans was fo ftrict
that they have had generals who fentenced their own
children to die, for gaining a battle without their or-
ders: but when they were intermixed with the Barba--
rians, they contralted, from that affociation, the fame
fpirit of independence which marks out the charaler
of thofe nations ; and .fuch as read the wars of Beli-
farius with the Goths, will fee a general very fre-
quently difobeyed by his officers.

Sylla and Sertorius amidft the fury of civil wars
would rather die thar connive at any thing from whence
Mithridates might derive the lcaft advantage ; but in
the fucceeding times, when a minifter | or any grandee

* They would not fubmit to the Roman difcipline. See Ammianus Mar~
cellinus, lib. xxiii. who relates it as an extraordinary circumftance, that
they condeicended in one inftance to pleafe Julian, who intended to fortify
feveral places belonging to the ftate.

+ This was not to be wondered at, in that mixture of nations who had
been ufed to a wandering li‘e, and had no knowledge of any country of
their own, fince entire bodies of them would frequently fide with the ene-
my who had conquered them, even againft their own nation. See Proco-
pius’s account of the Goths under Viiges.

imagined
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imagined it would be favourable to his avarice, his
revenge, or ambition, to admit the Barbarians into the
empire, he immediately permitted them to give a loofe
to their depredations.

No ftates are more neceffitated for tributes than
thofe which are weak, becaufe this circumftance
obliges them to augment their charges in proportion
to the people’s inability to defray them ; and there-
fore the fributes jn the Roman provinces became in-
{upportahle.

It would not be jmproper to read Salvian’s * aceount
of the horrible exactions that were made upon the peo-
ple. The citizens were fo harraffed by the farmers of
the revenue, that they were obliged either to feek refuge
among the Barbarians, or furrender their liberty to the
firlt of their infatigble countrymen who would accept
of fuch a prefent.

This may account for the relations we find in our
French hiftory, of the patience with which the Gauls
fupported a revolution calculated to eftablith that
thocking diftintion between a gallant nation, and a
community of fervile wretches; I fay, between a na-
tion who retained their liberty and military privileges,
and an ignoble body of pepple. The Barbarians, in
making %o many citizens f{laves to till the earth, that
is, the country to which they were attached, intro-
cuced no fervices which were not more cruelly exaéted
beforef, N o

* Sec his whole fifth book, D¢ Gubernatione Dei. See alo in the ac-
eount of the Embafly written by Prifcus, thefpeech of a Roman who had
iettled among the Huns, on his happinefs in that couniry,

hf See Salvian, lib, v, and the laws of the Code, and the Digelt on

CHAPR
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CHAP XIX.

Some Particulars of the Grandeur of Attila. The ¢ffa-
Zzlzj(/“iﬂmt' of the Barbartans accounted for. Reafons
why the Weftern Empive was overturned before that in

the eaft.

A S chriftianity was eftablifhed when the empire
was in a declining condition, the profeffors of this re-
ligion reproached the Pagans for that decay, and thele
rétorted the charge on the religious doétrines of their
zntagonifts. The chriftians replied, that Dioclefian
* rumed the empire, by affociating his three col-
leagues ; becaufe each emperor would be altogether as
expenﬁve, and maintained as great armies as could
have {ubfifted had there been but one foveréign ; in
confequence of which, thofe who furnifhed the contri-
butions being unequally "proportioned to the number
of the receivers, the charges became fo exceffive that
the lands were forfaken by the hufbandmen, and for
want of cultivation lay wafte, and were covered with
wxld and barren forefts.

The Pagans, on the other hand, were perpetually
exclaiming agam{’c the ftrange innovations in religion,
mtroduced by thexr adverfaries, and never heard of till
thofe days. "And as the overflowings of the Tyber, and
Cther preJudxmal effets of naturc, were, 1n the flou-
rithing’ ftate of Rome, afcribed to the difpleafure of the
gods ; fo the calamities of declmmg Rome were im-
puted to a rellglous novelty, and the fubverfion of the
ancient altars,

Symmachus the prefe&t, in a letter+to the empe-
rors, relating to the altar of Viory, attacked the
chrittian” rehmon with arguments extremely popular,
and confequent]y very fcducm g, and had art enough

* Laltantius, De mante perfecutor,
Leuex of S) mmach. lib. %, 4.

48]
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to fet them off with all the plaufibility invention could
fornith, '

. * What circumftance, fays he, can lead us more ef-
Fe€tually to the knowledge of the gods, than the expe-
rience of our former profperity ? We ought to be faith-
ful to fuch a feries of ages, and purfue the fame track
in which our fathers fo happily followed their anceftors.
Imagine Rome herfelf fpeaks to you in this manner:
¢ O -imperial princes! compaffionate fathers of your
country | Look with eyes of veneration on thofe years
of mine, wherein I always conformed to the ceremo-
nies of my predeceflors. Thofe facred inftitutions have
made the univerfe obedient to my laws. Thefe were the
allies that chaced Hannibal from my walls, and drove
the Gauls in confufion from the capitol. We fervently
afk peace for the gods of our country, nay, we folicit
it in the anguifh of our fouls, for our compatriot deities!
We have no inclination to engage in difputes which
are only proper for idle perfons, and we would ex-
prefs ourfelves in the language of fupplication, and not
of war.”

Symmachus was anf{wered by three celebrated au-
thors, Orofius compofed his hiftory to prove there had
always been calamities in the world, as grear as thole,
complained of by the Pagans. Salvian likewife wrote
his book *, wherein he maintains, that the ravages of
the Barbarians were to be imputed to the degenerate
behaviour of the chriftians : and St. Auftin + demon-
ftrates, that the city of heaven is very different from
that city on earth in which the ancient Romans reccived,
for a few human virtues, a recompence as vain as the
virtues themfelves. -

We have already obferved, that part of the politids
of the ancient Romans confifted in dividing all the
powers that gave them any umbrage; but that {cheme
was defeated in after times, and Rome could not pre-
vent Attili from conquering all the northern nations

# Of God's government, 1 Of the city of God. B
€



Crar. 1. OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.  ip;

he extended] his victories from the Danube to the Rhine,
demolifhed all the forts and military works on the basks
of thofe rivers, and made both the empires tributary.

¢ Theodofius, fays he * , with an infolent air, is de-
{cended from a father as noble as mine; but the mo-
ment I compelled him to pay tribute to me, he fell
from the grandeur of his extraction, and became my
vaffal : and therefore it is unjuft in him to at like a
bafe flave, and endeavour to prejudice his mafter by
treachery.”

“ An emperor, faid he, upon an other occafion,
ought not to be a liar ; he promifed one of my fubjects
to give him the daughter of Saturninus in marriage; and
I will immediately declare war againft him, if Le pre-
fumes to depart from his word ; but if the difobedience
of thofe about him puts it out of his power to be punc-
tual, I will march to his affiftance.”

It is not to be imagined that Attila was induced by
any moderation and lenity of temper, to let the Romans
fubfift 3 he only conformed himfelf to the genius of his
nation, which prompted them to awe, and not to con-
quer foreign ftates, This prince retiring from the
fplendor of majefty to his manfion built of wood, ac-
cording to the reprefentation of Prifcust, though at
the fame time he was lord of all the barbarous nations,
and, in fome degree, mafter of the chief part of thofe
who were civilized I, was one of the geeatcft monarchs
recorded in hiftory.

Ambaffadors were difpatched to his court, both
from the eaftern and weftern empires of the Romans,

* Hiftory of the Goths, and relation of the embafly written by Prifcus.
This emperar was Theodofius the younger.

+ Hifiory of the Goths. Me fedes regis barbariem totam tenentis; ber
captts civitatibus babitacula praponebat. This was the manfion in wh.ch
the monaich ot all the Barbarian natons refided; this the habitatien
which he prefrered to the ftately cities he had conquered  Jornandes, De
rebus Geticic,

I lvappears by the account givan by P:ifeus, that the court of Attila
had fome thoughts of fubjeing even the Peifians.

)
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to receive his laws and implore his favour, Sometimes
Fe commanded them to deliver up the Huns who had
deferted from his armies, or the Roman flaves who had
efcaped from the vigilance of his officers, At other
times he would not be fatisfied till fome minifter of the
emperor was . furrendered into his power. -He charged
the empire of the eaft with a tribute of two hundred
thoufand pounds of gold; he received the yearly fum
allowed to a Roman general, and fent thofe he intended
to reward to Conftantinople, that they might be grati-
fied to their utmoft wifh, making by thefe means a con-
ftant trafiic of the apprehenfions of the Romans. i

He was feared by his fubjeéts *, but we have no
reafon to believe they entertained any averfion to his per-
fon: he was furprizingly fierce and impetuous, and at
the fame time exceeding politic and artful. He ap-
peared violent in his rage, but had a fufficient prefence
of mind to know when to pardon an offenice; or defer a
punifhment as the circamftances were more or lefs agree-
able to his intereft. 'War was never his choice, when
he could derive fufficient advantages from peace. He
was faithfully ferved even by the kings who were fub-
ordinate to his power, and had colleCted into his owr
condudt all the ancient fimplicity of the northerd man-
ners. In aword, we can never fufficiently admire this
gallant fovereign of a people, whofe very children were
warmed with enthufiaftic rage, at the relation of their
father’s bravery;. whillt thofe fathers fhed manly tears,
becaufe they were incapacitated by age to imitate their
mastial children. ' :

All the Barbarian nations, after his death, were di-
vided into feveral independent bodies ; but the Romans
were then fo weak, that the moft inconfiderable people
were in a condition to moleft them,

® Jornandes and Prilcus have drawn the charater of this princey and
defcribed the manners of his court,

Fhe
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The empire was not ruined by any particular inva-
fion, but funk gradually under the weight of the feveral
attacks made upon it, after that general affault it fuf-
tained in the time of Gallus. It feemed indeed, to be
re-eftablithed, becaufe none of its territories were dif-
membered from the main body ; but it was ftooping
to its fall by feveral degrees of declenfion, till it was
at once laid low in the reigns of Arcadius and Ho-
norius,

In vain did the Romans chace the Barbarians from
their fertlements in the empire ; that people, withour
any compulfion, would have retired to depofit their
fpoils in their own country.  With as little fuccefs did
Rome endeavour to exterminate that nation, fince her
cities were ftill facked *, her villages confumed with
flames, and her families either flaughtered or difperfed.

‘When one province had been wafted, the Barbarians
who ficceeded the firft ravagers, meeting nothing for
their purpofe, proceeded to another. Their devaita-
tions at firft were limited to Thrace, Myfia, and Pan-
nonia; and when thefe countries were ruined, they de
ftroyed Macedonia, Theflaly and Greece ; from thence
they expatiated to Noricum. The empire, that is to fay,
thofe trats of land which were not depopulated, was con-
tinually thrinking, and Italy at laft became the frontier.

The reafon why the Barbarians eftablifhed chemfelves
in no fixed fettlements in the reigns of Gallus and Gal-
lienus, was, becaufe the countries about them had fome-
thing left that was worth plundering,

Thus the Normans, who in fome meafure refembled
the conquerors of the empire, ravaged France for feve-
ral centuries, and when at laft they could find no more
booty, they thought fit to accept of a depopulated pro-
vince, and parcelled it into 7 feveral propertics.

* The Goths were a very deftrulive nation, they deftroyed all the huf-
bandmen in Thrace, and cut off the hands of every gharioteer. Byzantine
hiftory of Malchus, in the extrat of the embaflies.

+ Seein the clyonicles, celleted by Andrew du Chefne, the conditign

. ) . of
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Scythia, in thole times, lying wafte and uncultivared *,
the inhabitants were frequently fubje& to famine, and
fubfifted in a great meafure by ther commerce with
the Romans+, who furnifhed them with provifions from
the provinces bordering on the Danube. The Barba-
rians, in return, gave them the booty and prifoners
they had taken, and the gold and filver which the Ro-
mans paid them for their friendfhip. But when the
empire could no longer afford them a fufficient tribute
for their fubfiftence } , they were obliged to fix them-
felves in fome fettlement. | '

The weftern empire was deftroyed before that in the
Eaft, for thefe reafons :

When the Barbarians paffed the Danube, they fourd
themfelves blocked up, on the left hand, by the Bof-
phorus of Thrace, the city of Canftantinople, and all
the forces of the eaftern empire. This made it necef-
fary for them to bend their march to the right, towards
Illyria, and fo proceed weftward. That part of the
country was crouded with a vaft conflux of feveral na-
tions; and, as the paflages into Afia were the beft
guarded, the whole bady of the people bore with a full
tide into Europe ; whereas the forces of the Barbarians
were feparated in their firft invafion.

The empire being parcelled out into two great por-
tions ||, the eaftern emperors who were then in alliance

of this province, towards the end of the ninth, or beginning of the tenth
century. Script. Norman. Hift. Veteres.

* The Goths, as we have intimated, did not cultivate their lands.

‘The Vandals called them Trulli, which was the name of a fmall mea-
fure, becaufe they once fold them fuch a meafure of corn very dear, ina
famine. Olimpiador. in Biblioth. Phot. lib xxx.

+ Prifcus relates in his hiftory, that maikets were eftablifhed by trea-
ties on the banks of the Danube.

1 When the Goths fent to defiré Zeno to receive Theuderic the fon of
¥ r.aries into his alliance, on the terms accorded by him to Theuderic the
fon of Balamer, the fenate being confulted on this occafion, faid, the re=-
venues of the empire were not fufficient to fupport two Gothic nations, and
that the alliance of only one of them was'to be confented to. Malchus’s
hiftory, in the extraét of the embzffies. )

[| ‘This partition of the empire was very prejudicial to the affairs of the
wettern Romans. Prifcus, lib. ii.

3 ' W-ltl'!
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with the Barbarians®*, would not break it to affift the
princes of the weft: this divifion of the adminiftration,
fays Prifcust, was very prejudicial to the affairs of the
Weft. Thus the Romans of the Eaft, refufed thofe of
the Weft a naval armament I, becaufe they had entered
into alliance with the Vandals. The Vifigoths, in con-
junéion with Arcadius, made an irruption into the Weft,
and Honorius || was obliged to fly to Ravenna: laftly,
Zeno, to get rid of Theodoric, perfuaded him to- fall
upon [taly, which had been already laid wafte by Alaric.

There wzs a very ftrict alliance § between Attila, and
Genferic, king of the Vandals. The laft flood in fear
of the Goths **; he had married his fon to a daughter
of their king; and afterwards flitting her nofe, had fent
her back to her father. For which reafon he united with
Auila. The two empires enflaved by thefe two poten-
tates, had no power to fhake off theirchains, The ftu-
ation of thatof the Weft was more particularly deplo-
rable : it had no forces at fea 1, they beingall difperfed
in Egypt, Cyprus, Phenicia, Ionia, and Greece, the
only countries where at that time commerce fubfifted.
The Vandals and other nations attacked the Weft from
all fides: an embafly came from Italy to Conftantinople,
fays Prifcus{t, reprefenting that it was impofiible they
fhould keep their ground, unlefs peace was made with
the Vandals,

Thofe that prefided in the Weflt were not miftaken
in their politics. They judged it neceflary to fave
Italy, which was in fome refpe&ts the head, and in
others the heart of the empire. They removed the

* Honoriuz was infermed, that the Vifigoths had made a defcent into
:’hg weitern empire, after an alliance with Arcadius, Procop, of the Van-
al war.
+ Lib. ii. 1 Prifcus: ibid.
!l Procopius, in his war with the Vandal.
§ Prifcus, lib. ii.
*% S:e Jornandes, D¢ rebus Geticis, ©. XXXvi. ‘
L_'H"" This appeated more efpecially in the war between Conftantinus and
ionius.
1t Prifcus, lib, ii,
Ver. ], L Barbarians

i
r
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Baibarians to the extremities, and fettled them there
The deflign was well laid, and as well executed. Thefe
nations afked for nothing but fubfiftence: they gave
them thie plains, .and referved to thémfelves the moun-
taiftous parts of the country, the defiles, the pafles ovet
rivers, and the ftrong forts upon thern; they kept in
their own hands the fovereignty. It is-probable thefe
peoplé would have been forced to have be¢ome Romans;.
and the facility with which thefe ravagers were them-
felves deftroyed by the Franks, by the Gréeks, and the
Moors, is a proof of this conjecture. This whole {yf-
tem was overthrown by one revolution more fatal than
all'the reft: the army of Ttaly, compofed of ftrangers,
demanded that which had bee» granted to nations fill.
greater ftrangers ; it formed, under Odoacer, an arif-
tocracy, which claimed the thirds of the lands in ltaly 5
and this was the moft fatal blow to theempire.

Amongft fo many misforrunes it is natural to énquire,
with a melancholy cariofity, after the fate of Rome:
it was, we may fay, withoatdefence, and could eafily
be ftarved by an enemy. The extent of its walls made
it almoft impraéticable for the inhabitants to defend
them ; and, as it was fitvated in a plain, it might be
ftormed without much difficulty. Befides this, no res
cruits were to be expected ; for the number -of the peo-
ple was fo extremely diminifhed, that the emperors were
obliged to retire to Ravenna, a city once fortified by
the fea as Venice is at this time. .

The Romans being generally abandoned by their.
princes, began to take the fovereigh power into. their
own hands, and ftipulated for their fafety by treaties ¥,
which is the moft likely method of acquiring the fupreme
authority 1.

Armorica and Brittany, feeing themfelves forfaken,
began to regulate themfelves by their own laws.

- % Inthe time of Honorius, Alaric, who befieged Roms, obliged that
city to enter into an alliance with him, even againft the emperor, who was
in nocondition to oppofc it, Procop. War of the Goths, lib, i. Zoztm.
bbewi, - - 4 Zozim. lib. vi. . .
This
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This was the fatal period of the weftern empire.
Rome afcended to fuch a height of grandeur, becaufe
the fcenes of her former wars opened fucceffively, and
by an incredible felicity of affairs the was never attacked
by one nation till another had been firft deftroyed ; but
Rome herfelf was overpowered.at laft, becaufe fhe was
invaded at.once by all the nations around her.

C HAP. XX. V
Tbe Conquefts of Juftinian. Some Account of bis G-
X . pernment,

AS this vaft bedy-of. people broke all at once like
a flood into the empire, they mutually incommoded one
another, and all the politics of thofe times confifted in
fetting them at variance. together: this was a circum-
ftance eafy to accomplifh, their avarice and fierce difpo-
pofition greatly contributing to make it praticable.
The largeft part of them was therefore deftroyed before
they could fix themfelves in any fettlement; and this
was the reafon why the empire of the Eaft fill fub-
fifted for fome time,

The northern regions were likewife exhaufted at laft,
and no longer poured out thofe innumerable armies they
originally produced ; for, after the firft invafion by the
Goths and Huns, and efpecially fince the death of At-
tila, thefe people and their fucceflors appeared in the
field with force much inferior to the former in numnber.

When the nations, who -affembled together in the
form of an army, were diftributed into peaceful parti-
tions of lands, much of their martial vivacity wasabated;
and as they were fcattered through the countries they
had conquered, they were expofed themfelves to the
fame invafions.

In this fituation of affairs, Juftinian undertook the
recovery of Africa and Italy, and accomplithed the
fame defligns which the French fo happily executed
againft the Vifigoths, the Burgundians, the l.ombards,
and the Saracens.
- L 2 . When
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When Chriftianity. was firft planted among the Bar-
barians, the Arian fect was predominant in the empire,
and Valens fent priefts to them, who were their Arft
apoftles. Now, in-the interval; from -their ccnver-
fion te their eftablithment,; this fe&t fell into difrepu-
tation among the Romans; for-which reafon, when the
Barbarians of .this.perfuafion found all the country or-
thodox, and could never infinuate themfelves into the
affcctions of the people, it'was eafy for the emperors
to incommode them, - .

We may likewife add, that the Barbarians being un-
qualified for the fiege of towns, and much more fo for
their defence, fuffered the walls. to drop into ruins.
Procopius informs us, that Belifarins found all the Ita-
lian cities in this-condition ; and thofe of Atrica had
already been difmantled by Genferic ¥, with a Gothic
view of fortifying the inhabitants. :

The generality of thefe northern people, after they
had cftablifhed themf{elves in-the provinces of the fouth,
foon degenerated into the unmanly foftnefs ot thofe re-
gions, and became incapable of the fatigues of war +.
The Vandals were emafculated with pleafures;  alux-
uriant table, an effeminate habit, the delicacy of: baths,
the enervatingJull of mufic, gaydances, florid gardens,
and {plendid theatres were now become their neceffary
gratifications. » o ‘

They no longer difquieted the. Romans {, fays Mal-
chus|f, when they difcontinued thofe armies which Gen-
feric perpetually kept prepared for any expedition, and
with which he prevented the vigilance of his enemics,
and aftonifhed all che world with the rapidity of his en-
Lerprizes. o o :

The cavalry of the Romans, and that of the Huns
their auxiliaries, were very (xpert at drawing the bow;
Lut that of the Goths § and Vandals fought only with,

* Precop, war of the V ndals, Iib. 1. + 1Ibid. lib, ii.
1 In 1he tme of flonorius, t : Co
fi Byzantine luflory, in the extralt of the embaflies,

§ tes Procopius’s nflary uf the was of the Vandals, lib. i. and his wnl;
[+
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the fword and lunce, and were unpractifed in the diftant.
combat ; for which reafon Belifarius afcribes, part of
his fuccefs to this:diffcrence*. :

Juftinian received fignal fervices from the Huns, a
people from whom the Parthians fprung, and thefe de-
icendants combated . like their anceftors. When the
Huns loft all their power- by the- divifions which the
great number of Attila’s children occafioned, they ferved
the Romans in the quality of auxiliaries, and formed
their beft cavalry.

. Each of thefe barbarous nations t was diftinguifhed
by their particular manner of combating as well as by
their arms. The Goths and Vandals were formidable
at the drawn f{word ; the Huns were admirable bow-
men ; the Suevi- were ferviceable infantry 5 the Alans
were heavily armed ; and the Heruli were a flying troop.
The Romans feleCted from all thefe people, the diffe-
rent bodies of troops which were fefviceable to their de-
figns, and fought againft on¢ nation with the joint ad-
vantage of all the refi. '

Itis remarkable, that rhe weakeft nations have been
thofe that made the greateft eftablifhments ; we fhould
be muched deceived 1f we judged of their force by their
conquefts, In this long train of irruptions, the Barba-
rians, or rather the fwarms which iffued from them,
were vanquithers or vanquithed 5 every thing depended
con circum(tances : and while one great pation was de-
feated or engaged, a body of new adventurers finding a
country open, carried defolation into it. The Gotbs,
who by reafon of the difadvantage of their arms, were
obliged to fly before fo many nations irttled in lraly,
‘Gaul, and Spain : the Vandals, too weak to keep their

v

of the Goths. lib. i. The Gothic bowmen fought on foat, and were but
ind:fferently difciplined. :

* ‘The Romans, having fuffered their infantry to be weakened, placed
all their furce in tne hoife, and the mere fo becauly they were oblincd to
_fining fuddenly to every part, to check the ircurfions of the Barbaians,

+ A remaikable paflaze of Jornandes te'ls us a!l thefe difciminating

eircumft inces, having occafion to menticn the ba'tle between the Gepidme
and the fons of Artila,

L3 pofleflicns
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pofieffions in Spam, paﬂ'ed mto Afnca, where they
founded a great empire. :

Juftinian could not fit out more than ﬁfty fhxps a-
gainft the Vandals; and when Belifarius embarked; he
had but five thoufand foldiers. This was undeubtedly
4 bold expedition ; and Leo, who before that time had
fent againft the fame people a‘fleet of all:the thips in the
éaft, “and manned with 2 hundred - thoufand foldiers,
eould not conquer Africa, and was even- in danger of
lofing the whole empire.

Thefe great' fleets have "been as’ htde ﬁzccefsﬁxl as
very numerous land arnries 3 for:ashey impovetith and
depopulate a ftare, fo, fhould the expedition’ be of a
confiderable length, or any misfortune beéfal then, they
€an neither be fuccoured nor recruited ; and if oné part
be loft, the other becomes mﬁgmﬁcam: ;- becaufe fhips
of war, as well as tranfports, ‘cavalry, infantry, 4mmu-
nition, in a word'all the ‘particulars, have a neceffary
dependance on the whole. “The tardinefs:6f an entet-
prize makes thofe who engage init always find the'ene-
fy prepared 1o receive them : befides, fuch ah “expe-
dition is feldom made in a proper feafon, and generally
overtaken by the ftormy months, becavfe: fuch -a vaft
number of preparations are hardly evet t@mp&ea&d ‘il
the feafon is too far advanced. -

Belifarius invaded Africa, ;and very advantagmuﬂy
fupplxed himfelf with provifions from Sicily, 'in confe-

uence of a treaty made with Amalafonta -queen of the
Goths. When he was fent to attack 1raly, he took no-
. tice that the Goths received their fubfiftence from Si-
cily, and therefore began his expedition with the con-
queft of that ifland; by which proceeding he at the-fame
time ftarved his enemies, and plentifully fupplied- his
own army with all aCCommodatxons

Belifarius took- Carthagc, Rome, and Rayenna, and
fent the kings of the Goths and Vandals captives te
Conftantinople, where the ancient triumphs were re-
newed after a long interval of years %,

A

® Juftiniuh only granted him atriumph for Africa.

The
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The extraordipary qualities of this great man *, na-
turally account for his fuccefs. A general, who was
mafter of all the maxims of the frt Romans, was then
at the head of fuch an.army as that brave people anci-
ently compoted,. . - ..

Virues that.arg very. fhining arg generally concealed
or loft in fervitude ; bur ;}?9 tyrannjcal government of
Juftinian could not opprefs the grandeus ‘of that foul,
nor the poble fuperiopuy of fuch 3 genigs,

Narfes the eunuch was thrown into this reign to make
it Rill more i) lnfrioys : .as he haq received. his education
in.the palage,  be.was honopred with a greater fhare of
the emperor’s confidence ; for princes always efteem
their courtiers the mof} faithful of their fubjeéts, ==

On, the orher hand, the ipregplar condudt of Jufti-
nian, -his profulions, tyrapny, apd rapine, hjs intoxi-
cated fondnefs for building, changing, and reforming,
hisinconftancy in bis defigps, a-fevere apd weak reign,
mage fill-mare jncommodious by a lingering old age,
were,a train of, repl.calamities, intermixed with unpro-
fisable fuccefs, apd a.falfe glicter of unfybftantial glory.

.. Thefe viQories werg.not the effet of any folid power
{ubfifting,in the empire, bur refulted from the lucky
canjunétion of fome particylar circymftanges, and were
foon tendéred ineffectual ;. for whilft the army was pur-
fuing its fortunate begipnings, a new {warm of barba-
Toys nagiony pafled the Danube, and fpread defolation
‘through lllysia, Macedonia, and Gyeece, and the Per-
fians, in four invafions, wegkened the empire with in-
-curable woynds 7 - ‘ '

_ The mare rapid thefe conquelts appearéd, the lefs
~durable was their, foupdation: “and Italy and Africa
wese hargly weled, from the, cnemy,, before it be-

- L A T SR S
* See Suidas, qunder the article Belilariuss ™~ =" "
+ The'two ‘empires ravaged -¢ath othtr'the-more, becaufe they had no
hopes of fecuring their conquefis: : .
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came neceffary to recover. them .a fecond time by new
w&ones

" Juftinian had taken from the theatre 2 * woman who
had long proftituted herfelf-to immodeft pleafures, and
fhe governed him with an authority that has' no pa-
rallel in hiftory, - perpetually intermixing hisaffairs with
the palfions and fanciful inconfiftencies of her fex;" inf
c¢onfequence :of which, fhe defeated the victorious pro-
grefs of his arms, and dx(conccrted thc ‘moft favaurabic
events.

The eaftern people were always ac:.uﬂ:omed t0a p]u-
rality of wives, in order to'deprive thefex of that
ftrange afcendant they maintain over man in our cii-
matcs ;. but at: Con&antmople the proh:bmon of Poly-
gamy made " the-empire fubjet to the will of a‘female,
or, in other words, threw a natural wcakncfs into the
government. ' ¢

‘The people of Conftantinople had for many years
been divided into two fations, .donominated the Blus
and the Green: they derived their original from the
approbation ufually given in the theatres to fome par-
ticular altors; .and when races were exhibited -ip the
circus, the charioteers who were drefled -in green,, dif-
‘puted the prize with thofe who were, habited in blue ;
and each of thefc fpe@ators became interefted even.ta
madnefs, .in the competition of thofe colours: . -~

Thefe two-fattions being diffufed through all the ci-
ties-of the empire, propomoncd their ammoﬁues to'the
rank and grandeur of thofe cities, -or, as we may juftly
fay, to.the indolence and 1dlc lxves of the oeneralxty of
the people.

But though fuch divifions are always neceﬂ'ary ina
repiiblic, ‘and may be cohfidered as eflential to its fup-
port, they are infallibly deftruétive to an arbitrary go-
vernment,. becaufe they can-only change the perfon of
the fovereign, but never contribute to the eftablithment
of thelaws, or the difcontinuance of abufes,

* The emPr_efs Theedoras J fini
yltinian,
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Juftinian, who favoured the faction of the Blue*®,
and denied all juftice to the Green, increafed the mu-
tual inveteracy of both parties, and confequently
ftrengthened them in the ftate.

Thefe ‘contending parties proceeded io far as even to
difannul the aughority. -of the magiftrates; the Blues
were in no. apprehenfion of the laws, becaufe the em-
peror proteéted them -againit their feverity; and the
+ Greens began to difregard them, becaule they could
not defend them from infults, -

All the bands of - friendthip, affinity, and gratitude,
were cut afunder, and whole families deftroyed each
other: every villain-who intended ro be remarkably
wicked, belongéd to the faction.of the blue, and every
man‘'who was either robbed or affaffinated, wasa par-
tifan for the Green. : o

We may add, that the government was, if poffible,
more cruel than fenfelefs; and ‘the emperor, not farif-
fied witha general injuftice of loading his fubjefts with
exceffive impofitions, refolved to ruin them in their
private affairs by all imaginable tyrannies.

Iam far from enterraining an implicit belief of all
the particulars related by Procopius in his fecret hiftory,
becaufe the pompous commendations he, in his other
works; beftows on this prince, may make his veracity
a little queftionable in this, where he paints him our as
the moft ftupid and inhuman tyrant that ever lived.
~ On the other hand, there are two circumitances
which -inclirie me' to pay fome regard to this Tecret
hiftory 5 for, in the firft place, the paiticulars feem
better connected with the aftonifhing weakne(s which

# This political diftemper was of ancient date; for Sewtorius tells vs,
that Caligula, becaufe he was attached o the Gieen faétion, hated the
people Who ipplayded the other.

1 the reader may form’ a good idea of the fpirit of thoft timés, hy con-
fulting Theophanes, who relates alopg conve:faticn in the theatre baween
the emperer and the Greeng,

dif-
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difcovered jtlelf at the latter end of this reign, and in
thofe of the fucceeding emperors,

. The other circumftance is that. monument whlch ftill
exifts among us, and is a colletion of the laws of this
emperor, Wwhich, in the courfe of a few years,. prefent
us . with greater-variations- than are-to be fournd in oyr
Jaws for the three la& centurjes of our monarchy.

* Thefe variations * generally relate to matters of fo
llttle importance, that we can fee.no reafon to induce a
legiflator to make them, unlefs we refer to the fecret
hiftory for a folution, and acknowledge that this prince
cxpofed his judgment and his laws equally to fale.

- Bug the political ftate of the government reccived
the greateft injury from his project of cltablifhing a ge-
neral uniformity of opinion in matters.of religion, and
in circumftances that rendered his zeal as indifcreet as
poﬂible. L

The anciént Romans fortified thclr gmpxrc by indulg-
ing all fortsof religious worlhip; but their pofterity. de-
firoyed it by rooting out the various fc&s, whofe doc-
trines were not predominant.

- Thele fects were compofed of entire pataons, fome of
whxch, as the Jews and Samaritans, had retained their
ancient. religion after they were conquered by the Ro-
mans; others were difperfed through the coungry, as the
folJowers of Montanus, in Phrygm, the,, ’\/Iamchees,
the Sabbatarians, the Arians, in the other  provinces;
befides which, the generality of the people in_the coun-
try continued in idolatry, and were infatuated with a re-
ligion as grofs as their underftandings.

Thefe feéts Juftinian caufed to be extirpated by the
military as well s the civil power ; ‘arid the perfecuted

ple, .revalting .in. their own .defence, he, thought
himfelf obliged to exterminate ‘them from the empire 3
mconff:quencc of which, he dépopulated’ feveral pro-
vinges, -and whilft he imagined himfelf increafing the

* Sce the Indtitutes of Juftinian,
number
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number of the faithful, he was only diminifhing the race
of mankind. " LT

Procopius affures ‘us, -that Paleftine, by the deftruc-
tion of the Samaritans, was changed into a defert ; and
this pioceedihg was the more fingular, becaufe the very
zeal which weakened the empire, in"order to eftablith
religion, fprung ouit of the fame ‘quarter from whence
the Arabians afterwards fallied with anintention to fub-
vertit. S . ~

But nothing could be more aggravating, than that
the emperor, whillt hé was fo averfe to all toleration
himfelf, fhould yet difagree with the emprefs in the moft
effential points; he followed the council of Chalcedon,
and the favoured its oppofers ; “whether, as Evagrius
fays *, they were fincere in this proceeding-or not,.is
uncertain, c

When we read Procopius’s defcription of Juftinian’s
buildings, and the forts and other places of defence he
ercftéd in all parts, it naturally raifes in our minds the
idea of a'Rourtthing ftate ; but that idea happens to be
very delufive. -

The ancient Romans had none of thefe fortifications,
but placéd all their fecurity in their armies, which they
diftributed along the banks of rivers, and raifed towers
-at proper diftances for the lodgment of the foldiers.
" “Afterwards, indeed, when they had but very indif-
fetent ‘armies, and frequently none at all, the trontiers
¥ could not defend the countries they limited, 4nd
therefore it became neceffary to firengthen them ; the

* Lib.ivec. 10, ~ . . L

1 Auguftus eftablifhed nine fach frontiers, the number of which in-
creafed in the following reigns, when the Barbanans began to appear in
Teveral parts; and Dion. lib. lv. fays, that in his time, when Alexander
wasemperor, there-were thirty, as appears by the Notitia Imperii, written
fince the reigns of Arcadius and Honeriusz there were ificen even in the
eaftern-empire, and the number was perpetually increafing. Papwhylia,
Lycaonia, and Pifidia were made frontiers, and the whole :mpire was coe
_w;‘r;;i with fortifications, till at laft Aurelian was obliged to fortify Rome
atfelf,

con-
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corifequence of which was, they had more fortifications,

and lefs force ; many places for retreat, and very few

for fecurity 3 the country was only habitable "about the
fortifications, and thefe were built in all parts. The

condition of the empire refembled that of France in the’
time of the Normans, * which was never fo defencelefs

as when all its villages were girt around with walls,

We may venture to affirm, therefore, that the whole
catalogue of Juftinian’s forts, which fills feveral pages
in Procopius, only exhibits to us fo many monuments
of the weaknefs of the empire, ' '

C H AP XXL
Diforders in the Esflern Empire,

"THE Perfians, during this period, were in 2 much
happier fituation than the Romans ; they had little rea-
fon to be apprehenfive of the northern people +, becaufe
that part of mount Taurus which extends between the
Calpianand Euxine feas feparated them from thofe na-
tions, and they effectually fhut up a very narrow pafs i,
which was the only practicable avenue for the cavalry 3
in every other part the Barbarians were obliged to de-
fcend from frightful precipices §, and to quit their horfes
in which all their military ftrength conlifted; and be-
fides thefe impediments they were blocked in by the
Araxes, a river of great depth, and which flows from
welt to caft, a]l the paffages of which were eafy to be
defended.

With all thefe advantages the Perfians were in per-
fedt tranquility with refpeét to the eaftern nations ; on
the fouth they were bounded by the fea; and the Ara-
bian princes, who were partly their allies, and partly

. And the Englith.
+ The Huns.
_ 1 Call d the Cafpian Streights.
§ Procopius of the Pevfian war, lib, i.

in



CHaP, 21, OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 157

in confederacy with the Romans, were totally engaged
in pillaging one another. The Perfians therefore had
none whom they could properly call their enemies but
the Romans. We are f{enfible, faid an ambaffador of
Hormifdas ¥, that the Romans are engaged in feveral
wars, and are at variance with almoft all nations, whillt
we, as they well know, have no_hofljlities with. any
people but themfclves, : ,

The Perfians had cultivated the military art to as
great a degree as it was negle€ted by the Romans. Be-
lifarius faid to his foldiers, The Perfians are not your
fuperiors in courage, and only furpafs you in the difci-
pline of war.

They had likewife the fame fuperiority in the cabinet
as they preferved in the field, and demanded tribute of
the Romans, under a pretence that they maintained gar-
- rifons in the Cafpian ftreights, as if each nation had
not a right to guard its frontiers. They obliged them
to pay for peace, and every ceflation of arms; and did
not fcruple to make them purchafe the very time em-
ployed either in negociations or war.

The Avari having croffed the Danube, the Romans,.
who had feldom any troops to oppofe them, being en-
gaged againft the Perfians when they thould have given
battle to the Avari, and having full employment from
thefe when they ought to have faced the Perfians, were
ftill obliged to fubmit, to a tribute; and thus the ma-
jelty of the empire bowed down before all nations. |

Juftin, Tiberivs, and Maurice were very fedulous to
defend the empire; the laft of thefe princes had fome
virtues, but they were all fullied by an avarice almoft
incredible in a great monarch. . . - ., .

The king of the Avari offered to.reftere all his Ro-
man prifoners to Maurice, if be would ranfom them
at.an inconfiderable price for each mans and this pro-
pofal being. reje€ted, he caufed them all to be Jinbus

* Meranda's embaffics.
: manly
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manly murdered. The Roman army was greatly exaf-
perated at this proceeding, and the faction of the Greens
making an infurrection at the fame time, a centurion
named Phocas was raifed to the imperial digpity, and
he ordered Maurice and his children to be put to death.

“Tlie biftory of the Grecian empire, for fo we fhall
denominite the monarchy-of the Romans for the future,
is little more than a feries of revolts, feditions, and per-
fidy.” The fubjets had no idea of the loyalty due to
princes, and there were fo many interruptions in the
fuccefions of the empérors, that the title of Porphyro-
genitus, which fignifies one born in the apartment
where the empreﬂs repofed, was an appellation which
few princes of the feveral imperial families could with
any propriety affume.

All the paths that could be ftruck out to empire
were unexceptionable ; and the candidates were con-
duted’ to the diadem by the clergy, the fenate, the
peafants, the inhabitants of Conftantinople, and the
people of the provincial cities.

Chriftianity being now the prevailing religion of the
empire, was intermixed with feveral fucceffive herefies,
which called aloud for condemnation. Arius having
denied the divinity of the Word; the Macedonians
that of the Holy Spirit; Neftorius the unity of the per-

n of Jefus Chrift; the Eutychians his two natures;
the Monothelites hlS two wills ; it became neceflary
to convene councils againft them: but their decifions
not being umvcrfally received, feveral emperors, who had
been feduced into thefe heretical opinions, relapfed into
the fame perfuafions after they had been~condemned;
and as no nation was ever-fo implacable agaiaft heretics
as the Greeks, who even imagined themfelves polluted
when_they converfed with any of that clafs, or had any
cohabitation with them, feveral emperors, in confe~
quence of that popular averfion, loft the affections of
their fubjets, and the people became perfuaded that
princes who were fo frequently rebellious againft Godd &

oul
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could never be chofen by Providence to' be their fo-
vereigns, “ T

A new opinion, formed by an idea that it was' un-
lawful tofhed chriftian “blood, and which daily grew
more popular when the Mohammedans appeared uponi
the ftage of military a&ion, was the caufe that offences,,
in which religion was not direftly interefted, were pu-
nithed with great moderation. Thofe who had “{pi-
sited up an infurrection, or framed any attempt againft
the perfon of the prince, were only fentenced to Jofe
their eyes, to have their hair or nofes cut off, or to fuffer
fome other mutilation. As thefe offences might be
committed with very little hazard, they might hkewife
be attempted withour much courage®. o

A certain veneration for the regalia of imperial ma«
jefty drew the eyes of all the people on thofe who pre-
fumed to wear them, and it was criminal to be either
habited in purple, or to keep it in a wardrobe; but
when a2 man had once the refolution to appear in that
drefs, the multitude immediately flocked after him,
becaufe their refpeft was more attached to the apparel
than the perfon.

Ambition received greater provocatives {till, from
the furprifing infatuation of thofe times; and there was.
hardly a man of any confiderable confequence who could
not accommodate to himfelf fome predi€tion that pro-
mifed him the empire. oo

As the indifpofitions of the mind are generally incu-
rable %, judicial aftrclogy, and the art of pointing out
futurity by objeés feen in a bafon of water, fucceeded
among the chriftians, to the folemn impofture of divi-
nation by the entrails of viftims, or the flight of birds,
which had been abolithed with paganifm its parents and
vain promifes became the motives to moft of the rafh

® Zeno greatly contributed 10 this mean relaxation of juftice. See the
Byzantiae hiftory of Malchus, cited in the extraéls of the embafies.

T See the life of Andronicus Comnenus, comp led by Nicetas.
- "

3 . . altions
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altions of particular perfons, and conftituted the w1fdom
of princes councils,

The calamities of the empire daily increafing, it was
natural to impute ill fuccefs in war, and difhonourable
treaties in peace, to the injudicious conduét.of thofe at
the helm. : .

One revolution was now pregnant with another, and
the effect wfclf became a caufe: and as the Greeks had
feen fuch a fucceffion of different families on the throne,
they were not-devoted to any; and fince fortune had
created fo many emperors out of all claffes of people,
no birth was fo obfcure, and no merit {o inconfiderable
as to be deltiture of hope.

Several examples which had been familiar to the na-
tion, modelled the genius of the people in general, and
formed a {yftem of manners which reigncd as imperi-
oufly as the laws.

It fhould feem that great enterprizes among us, " are
more impraéticable than they were to the ancients; it
is very difficult to conceal them, becaufe intelligence is
now become fo manageable that every prince has mi-
nifters in each court, and traitors may poffibly be lurk-
ing in all the cabinets of majefty.

“The invention of pofts has given wings to mforma-
tion, and can immediately waft it to all parts.

As great undertakings are not to bs accomplithed
without money, and as merchants are mafters of it fince
the invention of bills of exchange, their affairs are al-
ways connected with the fecrets of ftate, and tney ne-
gle&t nothing to penctrate into thofe depths.

The fuétuations in exchange, without any vifible
caufe, entice numbers of people to fearch after ir, and
fome of them find it at laft to their coft.

The invention of printing, which has put books
into the hands of all the wodd 3 the Improvements in
engraving, which have made geographic charts fo
common; in a word, the eftablifhment of political

papers, give every individual a knowledge of a ge-l
" DETAl
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neral interefts, fufficient enough to inftrudt him in all
the private tranfactions.

Confpiracies in a ftate are now becomc very dxﬂicu]t
becaufe, fince the eftablifhmens of pofts, all the fecrets
of particular perfons are in the power of the public.

Princes may alt with promptitude, . becaufe all the
power of the flate is.in their pofieffion.  Confpirators
muft proceed with caution, becanfe they.are deftitute
of expedicnts ; and, fince at prefent all: tranfa@ions are
more eafily difcovered, thole who form defigns againft
a government, are generally detected before thcy can
adjuft their {chemes.

C H A P. XXIL
The weaknefs of the Eaflern Empire.

PHOCA'S, amidit the general confufion of aﬁ"axrs,
bcmg unfettled in his new dzgmty, Heraclius came from
Africa, and caufed bim to be murdered; at the {fame:
time he found the provinces invaded, and the legions
deftroyed.

As foon as this prince had, in fome meafure, reme-
died thefe difafters, the Arabians quitted their own
¢ountry, to extend the empire and religion which Mo-
hammed had founded by their co-op=ration.

No people ever made fo rapid a progrefs ; for mﬂy
immediately conquered Syria, Paleftine, Egypr, and
Africa, and then turned their hoftilities acamﬂ the
Perfians.

God permitted his religion to be laid ]ow in fo many
place$ whete it once’ had been predommant ; not that
it now ceafed to be the object of his providential care,
bat becaule it always either in 1ts ftate of glor) or de.
preflion produces its natural effect; which is the fanéii-
fication of the foul.

Vor. IH. M The
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The welfare of religion has no fimilitude to the pro-
fperity of empires, and we are told by a celebrated au-
thor, that it may well be diftempered, fince malady it-
{elf is the true ftate of a chriltian; to which we may
add, that the humiliations and difperfion ot the church,
the deftruction of her temples, and the perfecutions of
her martyrs, are eminent feafons of her glory; but
vihen fhe appears triumphant to the eyes of the world,
the is generally finking in adverfity.

We are not to have recourfe to enthufiaim alone to
clear up this memorable event of the Arabian conquetts,
which fpread through fo many countries: the Saracens
had been long diftinguifhed among the auxiliaries of
Rome and Perfia ; and they, as well as the Ofroanians,
were the experteft archersin the world.  Alexander Se-
verus and Maximin had engaged them as much as pof-
fible in their fervice, and they were extremely ufeful in
the wars with the Germans, to whom their arrows were
fatal at a great diftance. The Goths themfelves *, in
the reign of Valens, were incapable of refifting them :
ina word, they at that time were the beft cavalry in the
world.

We have already obferved, that the legions raifed in
Europe were much preferable to thofe of Afia, but it
was dire¢tly contrary with refpet to the cavalry ; I
mean that of the Parthians, the Ofroanians, and the Sa-
racens, This was the power that ftopped the full ca-
reer of the Roman conquefts, becaufe, after the death.
of Antiochus, a new nation of Tartars, who had the
- beft cavalry of any people, made themfelves mafters of
the Upper Afia.

This eavalry was heavy +, and that of Europe light,
quite contrary to the prefent pature of their military
equipage. Holland and Frifeland were not as yet won

* Zozim. lib. iv. .

+ See the account given by Zofimus of the cavalry of Awrelian, and
that of Palimyra. Ses likewife what Amnunianus Marcellinus relates of tie
Perfian cavalry. :
from
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from the waters ; and * Germany was full of woods,
lakes, and marfhes, where the cavalry were of little
'importance.

When a free paffage was opened to the great rivefs,
the ftagnant waters fhrunk from thofe marfhes, and
Germany affumed 2 new furface. Many changes were
effeCted by the works of Valentinian  on the Necker,
and thofe of the Romans on the Rhine ; and commerce
being once eftablithed, thofe countries which did not
originally produce horfes} began to propagate the
bteed, and the inhabitants made great ufe of thofe ani-
mals,

Conftantine|| , the fon of Heraclius, having been
poifoned, and his fon Conftance flain in Sicily, Con-
ftantine the bearded, his eldeft fon, fucceeded to the
empire 3 but the grandees of the eaftern provinces being
affembled on this occafion, were determined to crown
the other brothers of this prince jointly with himfelf ;
alledging, that as it was indifpenfably neceffary for them
to believe in the Trinity, fo it was reafonable they thould
be governed by three emperors.

The Grecian hiftory is crouded with proceedings as
extraordinary as this, and a low turn of mind being
then chara@eriftic of that nation, the former wifdom
wasrio longer confpicuous in their attions, and the em-
pire became a fcene of troubles and revolutions, to
which it was impofilble to aflign any preparatory mo-
tives.

An univerfal bigotry had ftupified and emafculated
the whole empire. Conftantinople was the only place
in the eaft where chriftianity was predominant, and like-
wife, where the pufillanimous indolence, and degrad-
ing foftnefs. of the Afiatic nations, were blended with
devotion itfelf. Of a thoufand inftances that mighe.

* The greateft part of that country was then coversd with water, but
the ait of man has fince made it habitable and commodious.
T See Ammiar, Marcellin, Iib. xxvii;
i Czfar reprefents the German horfes 25 too fmall, and good for li tle.
Zonaras's lite of Conftantine the Bearded. ‘

M 2 be
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be alledged, I {haill only mention the conduct of Phi-
lippicus the general ¢f Maurice’s army, who being on
the point cf charging the enemy in the ficld, burft into
tears * when he iuddenly confidered what numbers of
mankind were then to be deftroyed. .

The tears of the Arabians T Aowed from a very dif-
ferent fource, when they wept with regret that their ge-
neral had agreed to a truce which fruftrated their in-
tended effulion of Chriitian blood. '

There is a total difference between an army of fana-
tics, and another of bigots; and it evidently appeared
in a late memorable revolution, in which Cromwell’s
army refembled the Arabians, whilft the Irith and
Scotiifh forces were like the Greeks.

A grofs fuperflition which debafes the mind as effec-
tually as true religion cxalts ir, had reduced all virtue
and devout cenfidence in the deity, to a {tupid venera-
tion for images; and hiftory prefents us with generals
who would raife a fiege, § or furrendered a city. for §,
the gallant acquifition of a relick.

Chriftianity degencrated under the Grecian empire
inlo as many corruptions as were intermixed with it in.
our time by the Mufcovites, till the Czar Perer the firft,
new modelled that nation, ard introduced more changes.
into the dominions he governed than are ufually efla-
blithed in thofe which conquerors ufurp.

We may cafily believe the Greeks were infected with
idolatry, There can be no fufpicion that the Iralians
and Germans were but coldly devoted to external wor-
thip ; and yet when the Greek hiftorians take notice of
- the contempt expreffed by the Italians for images and
relics, oune would be apt to compare them with the
modern zealots againft Calvin. Nicetas informs us,
that the Germans, in their march to the Holy Land,

* Hiftory of the emperor. Mawtice by Theophyla&, lib. ii. c. jiia

+ Ockley’s Liftoty of 1he conguetd of Syiia, Perfia, and Egypt, by the
Saacens.

1 Lii¢ of Lecapera by Zorares,

4 Lifeo! John Comnnnus, by Nicetas.

were
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were received by the Armenians as friends, becaule they
did not offer any adoration to imiges. Now, if the
Italians and Germans did not {ufficiently reverence
images, in the apprehenfion of the Greeks, what an
enormous veneration muft chen be paid to them by this
people?

The ealt was on the point of being made the {cence of
fuch a revolution as happened about two centuries ago
in the weft, when, upon the revival of lrarning, the
abufes and corruptions in religion became evident to all,
and as every perfon was inquifitive after a proper re-
medy, fo there were fome fo bold and untrattabie as to
rend the church by divifions, isftead of reftoring it to
its original purity by a due reformation.

Leo Ifaurus, Conftantine Copronymus, and Lea his
fon were implacable againft images, and when the wor-
fhip of them had been re-eltavlithed by the emprefs
Irene, Leo the Arminian, Michael the Sta nmerer, and
Theophilas abolithed them again.  Theie princes ima-
gined they could not moderate that worfhip unlefs they
deftroyed it effeCtuaily ; they likewife turned their hof-
tilities again{t the Monks *, who incommoded the ftate,
and as their proceedings were always carried to ex-
tremes, they endeavoured to exterminate that fraternity
inltead of regulating them in a proper manner.

The monks | being accufed of idolatry by thofe who
favoured the new opinions, retorted, in their turn,
upon their adverfaries, and acculed them of magic
practices, } and then calling upon the people to
behold the churches that were divefted of ima-
ges, and the other furnizure, which tll that time

* Valens, many years before this event, midea law to comypel the
Monks to ferve the government in the army in times of war, and caufed
aliwho difobeyed that injur.étion, to te flain
. + Tl}efe circumitances relating to the mornks, cannot fix any ciimiual
rmputation on their order in general; for it would be unjult to reprefent
an inftitur'on as pernicious, hecaul: it may happen to be abufed in fome
particular countries and ar ceriain periods of time.

I Leo the grammarian’s I ves ot Leo the Arminian, and Theophilus,
Sudas, undes the mide of Conttantine rhe fon of Leo.

M 3 had
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had been the objeéts of adoration, they created a belief
in their flock, that thefe holy places muft certainly be
profaned by daily facrifices to Dzmons.

The controverfy relating to images, was connected
with very delicate circumftances, which kindled it into
a raging flame, and in the event made perfons of folid
judgment incapable of propofing a moderate worthip.
The difpute included the tender article of power, and
the monks having feized it, in confequence of their
ipiritual ufurpations, they could neither enlarge nor
maintain it, but by making daily additions to the acts
of external adoration, wherein they were fo confiderably
interefted. For this reafon all oppofitions to the efta-
blithment of images were confidered as fo many hofti-
lities againft themfelves, and when they had fucceeded
in their pretenfions, their power was no longer limit-
able.

This period was remarkable for fuch a conjun&ure
as happened fome centuries afterwards in the warm dif-
agreement between Barlaam and the Monks of that
time, which brought the empire to the verge of de-
firu&tion. The fubject of the difpute was, whether the
light which encircled Jefus Chrift on Mount Tabor was
created or not, The Monks indeed were indifferent
as to either part of the queftion in debate, but as Bar-
Jaam made a direé attack upon that fraternity, they
found it confiftent with their intereft to affert that light
to be uncreated,

The war which thofe emperors who were called Ico-
noclafts, declared againft the Monks, revived fome
particular principles of government, and offered 2
plaufible pretence for employing the public revenue,
for the public advantage, and for difengaging the ffate
from every inconvenience that encumbered it.

When I confider the profound ignorance into which
the Grecian priefts had plunged the laity, it feems na-
tural to compare the former to thofe Scythians men-

: ' tioned
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tioned by Herodotus, * who caufed the eyes of their.
flaves to be plucked out, that their attention might
not be diverted, when they were churning milk for
their matters.

When the ehprefs Theodora had re-eftablifhed the
ufe of images, the Monks immediately began to cor-
rupt the public devotion, and proceeded even to opprefs
the fecular clergy : they thruft themfelves into every
beneficial fce, 1 and graduvally excluded all ecclefiaftics
from epifcopal promotion. By this proceeding they
became unfupportable ; and it we draw a paralle] be-
tween them and the Latin clergy, and compare the
conduct of our popes with that of the patriarchs of
Conftantinople, we fhall fee in our pontiffs and clergy,
a fet of men altogether as judicious as the others were
irrational,

We arg prefented with a furprizing contradition in
human nature, when we confider that the minifters of
religion among the ancient Romans, when they were
not made incapable of public employments and civil
fociety, were but little {olicitous about either ; and that
after the eftabiifhment of chriftianity, the ecclefiaftics
who were moft fecluded from temporal affaits, engaged
in them with the greateft moderation ; but when the
Monks, in the declenfion of the empire, became the
fole clergy, thefe people who were forbidden by a
more particular profeflion, to intermeddle with the
tranfactions of ftate, embraced all opportunities that
could poffibly introduce them into the government,
and never ceafed to fill every place with confufion, and
to difcompofe the world which they pretended to re-
nounce.

There was not any affair of the empire, any particular
peace or war, any truce or negociation, or any private
treaty of marriage capable of completion without the
miniftration of thefe Monks ; they crowded into the

® Lib. iy, 1+ Vide Pachymer, lib. viiis _ .
M g cabinets
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cabinets of princes, and compofed the greateft part of
the national affemblies.

- The calamities which refulted from. this irreligious
officioufnefs are inconceivable : thefe ecclefiaftic ftatef-
men infufed an indolent infignificance into the minds of
princes, and communicated 3 taint of imprudence to
their beft a&tions.  Whilft Bafilius employed bis naval
forces in ereéting a church to the honour of St. Mi-
chael *; he abandoned Sicily to the depredations of
the Saracens, and fuffered them to take Syracufe
but left he fhould be fingular in that proceeding, Leo,
his fucceffor, configned his fleet to the fame employ-
ment, and permitted the Barbarians to poffefs them-
felves of Tauromenia and the ifland of Lemnos,

Andronicus ‘Palzologus ¥+ entirely negleted his
maritime power, becaufe he had been affured God was
fo well fatisfied with his zeal for the church’s peace,
that his enemies would never prefume to invade his
dominions by fea. He was even apprehenfive that the
Deity would call him to a ftrit account for the time he
devoted to the neceffary affairs of ftate, and deduélted
from fpiritual attentions.

The Greeks being very loquacious, great difput-
ants, and naturally inclined to fophiftry, were perpe-
-tually incumbering religion with controverfial points ;
and as the Monks were in great repuration in a court
which was always weak in proportion to its corruption,
that court, and thofe Monks mutually communicated
infetion to each other ; in confequence of which, the
emperors devoted all their thoughts, fometimes ta
calm, and frequently to inflame theological difputes,
which were always obferved to be moft frivolous when-
they were debated with the greateft warmth.

- Michael Palzologus T, whofe reign was fo infefted

* See the lives of Bafilius and Leo by Zonaras and Nicephorus.
+ Pachymer. hib. vii.
1 Pachymer. lib- vii. . 29, We have had rgcourfe to the tranflation of
the prefident Coufin, ~  *~ ' : .
< with
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with controverfies in religion, growing fenfible of the
melancholy devaftations commitied by the Turks in
Afia, faid with a figh, that the rath zeal of fome per-
fons, who by exclaiming againft his cenduét, had ex-
alperated his fubjetts ageicft him, made it neceffary
for him to employ all lis cares to accomplith his
own prefervation, and compelied him to be a tame
fpectator of the ruin of faveral provinces. ¢ I contented
mylelf, faid he, with providing for the fecurity of
thofe diftant parts, by the miniftration of governors,
who being either corrupted by the enemy, or appre-
henfive of punifhment, never acquainted me with the
unhappy fituation of the people with whole welfare they
were morufted.”

The Patriarchs of Conftantinople had affumed an
unlimited power; and as the emperors and their gran-
decs generally retired to the churches, when the people
were {pirited up to infurreétions, the patriarchs had
confequently an opportunity of delivering them up to
the popular fury, and never failed to exercife this
power as they were direted by any particular fancy,
‘by which means they always became the arbiters of
public affairs, though in a very indire¢t manner.

When the elder Andronicus * caufed the Patriarch to
be admonifthed not to intermeddle with the tranfattions
of ftate, but to confine his attention to {piritual affairs,
¢¢ fuch a requeft, replied that imperious priett, is as if
the body thou!d fay ro the foul, I do not claim any
community with you, and have no occafion for your
afliftance in the exercife of my funétions.”

Such monftrous pretenfions became infupportable to
princes, and the patriarchs were frequently divefted of
their fees. But fuch a proceeding, in a fuperttitious
nation, who detefted all the ccclefiaftical funéions of
the Patriarch whom they confidered 2s aa intruder,
preduced continual {chifms, each particular Patriarch,

* Palmologus.  Sce the hiftory of the two emperors.of this name written
by Cantacuzenus, lib. i. c. 50,

the
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the old, the new, and the laft elected, being fupported
by his own fet of partizans.

Such conditions as thefe were much more pernicious
than any difagreements on points of doctrine, becaufe
they refembled an hydra to whom every defeat was a
renovation.

The rags of difputation became fo natural to the
Greeks, that Cantacuzenus*, when he took Conftan-
tinople, found the emperor John and his emprefs en-
gaged in a council which had been fummoned againft
jome adverfaries of the Monks ; and when Mohammed
the fecond befieged that city 1, the emperor could not
fupprefs the theological animalfities, and the council of
Florence I engaged the gencral attention much more
than the Turkith army.

As every perfon, in common difputes, is fenfible he
may be deceived, a tenacious and untractable {piric fel-
dom prevails to any extreme but in thofe controverfies
where religion is the fubjeét 3 for there, as every perfon
from the nature of the point in debate becomes per-
fuaded thar his own opinion is true, he grows exafpe-
rated againft thofe, who, inftead of concurring with
his fentiments, endeavour to make him a convert to
their own.

Thofe who may happen to read the hiftory written
by Pachymerus, will be effetvally convinced of the
unalterable inability of divines to accommodate their
own difagreements, and will fee an emperor § who
ipent his days in affembling people of that clafs liften-
ing to their difputations and reproaching them for the
inRexibility of their opinions: they will likewife behold

® Cantacuzen. lib. iii. c. 99.

‘+ Hift, of the laft Palzologt by Ducas.

1 The queftion in debate was, whether a eongregation, whe heard mafs
from a prieft who had confented to pacific meafures, ought not to have
fled from him as if he had been a deftru®ive flame. The great church was
accounted a prophar.e temple, and the monk Gennadius hurled his ana-
themas againft all who were defirous of peace.

1 Andronicus Palzologus.

another
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another engaged with a hydra of controverfies that
were perpetuaily rifing to new life, and will be fenfible
that the fame pacific methods and perfevering patience,
the fame inclination to finith their contentions; in a
word, the fame artlefs pliancy to their intrigues joined
with the fame deference to their averfions will never
reconcile thefe implacable ecclefiaftics while the world
endures.

We fhall prefent the reader with a remarkable in-
ftance of the difpofition we have been deferibing. The
Partifans of the patriach Arfenus *, were prevailed
upon, by the folicitations of the emperor, to come into
a treaty with thofe who were in the interelt of the pa-
triarch Jofeph. This treaty Ipecified that both parties
fhould write down their feveral pretenfions, and then
throw the two papers which contained them into a pan
of live coals, and if one of them fhould remain un-
confumed, they were then to acquiefce with that deter-
mination from heaven ; but if both fhould happen 10
be burnt, the parties were no longer to perfift in their
demands. The fi.e deftroyed the two papers, the fac-
tions were reconciled, and the peace continued for a
day. The next morning they pretended that the renun-
ciation of their claims ought to flow from an internal
perfualion, and not from chance; and from that mo-

‘ment the contention was renewed with greater animo-
fity than ever,

The difputes of divines fthould always be confidered
with great attention ; but at the fame time this ought
to be concealed as much as poflible; becaufe, any vi-
fible folicitude to calm the contending parties never fails
to credit their fingularities, and confequently tempts
them to believe their fentiments are of fuch importance
as to comprehend the welfare of the ftate and the fecu-
gity of the fovereign,

* Pachymer, lib, vii,

It
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It is altogether as impracicable to decide the difa-
greements ol clergymen by attending to their affclted
fubtilties, as it would be to abolith duels by ereling
a courtr, with a delezation to trace a point of honour
through all its refinements,

Such was the imprudence of the Greek emperors,
that when a religious controverfy had been lulled afleep
by time, they again awakened it in all its rage.  Jufti-
ntan, Heraclius, and Manual Comnenus propofed ar-
ticles of faith to their ecclefiaftics and laity who would
certainly have been deceived in the truth, though it had
flowed from the Jips of thofe princes in all its purity:
And as they were always defective in forms, and ge-
nerally in eflfentials, and grew defirous of difplaying
their penetration, which they might have manifefted
to more advantage in other affairs confided to their
judgment ; they engaged in vain difputes on the nature
of God, who, as he withdraws himfelf from the proud
curiofity of the learned, fo he veils the Majefty of his
exiftence, as effe¢tually from the great men of the
earth.

It is an error to believe any human power can be
abfolute and infallible in thefe refpeéts, for fuch there
never was, nor ever will be imparted to any mortal.
The largeft extent of temporal authority is confined to
certain limitations, and when the Grand Seignior or-
dains a new taxation at Conftantinople, the univerfal
murmurs of his fubjedts make him fenfible of thofe re-
ftriGtions of his power which till then were concealed
from his obfervation. A Perfian monarch may indeed
compel 2 fon to murder his father, or oblige a parent
to plunge his dagger into the heart of his child, but he
can never force his fubjeéts to drink wine. There is
a general principle in every nation which is the inva-
riable bafis of power, and when once this principle is
too much Joaded, it infallibly fhrinks into fmaller di-
menfions, X

An
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An unacquaintednefs with the true nature and limits
of ecclefiaftical and fecular power, was the moft per-
nicious fource of all the calamities that befel the
Grecks, and involved both priefts and people in per-
petual errors.

This great diftinélion, which conftitutes all the
tranquillity of a nation, is founded not only on religion,
but on reafon and nature, which never confound
things really diftin in themfelves, and which can
only fubfift in confrquence of that very diftinction,

Though the priefthood among the ancient Romans
did not form a feparate body, yet the diftinttion we
have been reprefenting, was as well known to them as
it can be to us. Clodius had confecrated the houfe of
Cicero to the goddefs of liberty, but when thar great
orator returned from his exile, he did not fail to de-
mand it as his lawful property : the Pontiffs were of
opinion, that if it had been fo confecrated withoutr an
exprefs order obtained from the people, it might be
reftored to him without any violation of religion. They
have declared, fays Cicero*, that they only examined
the validity of the confecration and not the law enaéted
by the people, and that they had decided the firft ar-
ticle as pontiffs, and the fecond in the quality of fe-
nators.

CHAP XXIL

The Dyration of the Eaflern Empire accounted for. Iis
Deftruttion,

AFTER this account of the Grecian empire, it
feems natural to enquire how it could pofiibly fubfift
fo long, and 1 believe fufficient reafons may be afiigned
for that durarion. ‘

* Epift. ad Autic. lib. iv.
The



;4  GRANDEUR AND DECLENSION Criar. 2j:

The Arabians having invaded the empire and con-
quered feveral provinces, their chiefs became compe-
nitors for the Khalifat, and the flame of their firft zeal
only burft out in civil diffenfions.

The fame people naving conquered Perfia, and af-
terwards divided and weakened themfelves in that coun-
try, the Greeks were no longer obliged to keep the
principal forces of the empire ftationed on the banks
of the Euphrates.

Callinicus, an archite®, who came from Syria to
Conftantinople, invented an artificial lame, which was
cafily ventilated into a point by mezns of a tube, and
was of fuch a peculiar nature, that water and every
other fubftance which extinguith common fire did but
increafe the violence of this. The Greeks were in pof-
feflion of it for feveral years, and managed it in fuch a
manner as made it capable of firing their enemies thips,
particularly the Arabian fleet which failed from Africa
or the Syrian coafts to invade them even in Conftan-
tinople.

This lame was ranked among the fecrets of ftate,
and Conftantine Porphyrogenitus in his treatife on
the adminiftration of the empire, and which he dedi-
cated to his fon Romanus, advifes him to tell the Bar-
barians, when they fhould defire him to give them any.
of the Grecian fire, that he was not permltted to part
with i, becaufe an angel, who prefented it the empe-
ror Con(’cantmc, commanded to refufe it to all other
nations, and that thofe who had difobeyed that injunc-
tion were confumed by a fire from heaven the moment
they entered the church.

Conftantinople was the greateft, and almoft the only
city of commerce in the world ; for the Goths on the
one fide, and the Arabians on the other, had ruined
all manner of traffic and induftry in every other part.
‘The filken manufactures were brought thither from
Perlia, and were even neglefted in that country fince
the Arabian invafion, We may add to this that the

' . Grecks
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Greeks were mafters at fea, which opened an immenie
flow of riches into the ftate, and proved an inexhaufti-
ble fource of relief in all its emergencies 3 and if at any
time there feemed to be any declenfion of the public
affuence, it was immediately recruited by a new ac-
ceffion.

We fhall juftify this obfervation by a remarkable
inftance : the elder Andronicus Comnenus, though he
was the Nero of the Greeks, yet amidft all his vices
he was indefatigable in the fuppreffion of injuftice and
vexations in the grandees, and it is a known fact, that
during the three years of his reign, he reftored feveral
provinces to their ancient {plendor.

In fine, the Barbarians having once fixed their fet-
tlement on the banks of the Danube, were no-longer fo
formidable to the empire as before, but rather became
ufeful to it as a barrier againft other barbarous nations.
And thus whillt the empire was haraffed by any bad
government, fome particular incidents were always in
referve for its relief. Thus we fee Spain and Portugal
in a condition, amidft all their weaknefs, to fupport
themfelves with the neafures of the Indies : the tem-
poral dominions of the Pope owe their fafety to the
refpet paid to their fovereign, and the rovers of Bar-
bary derive their fecurity from the obftructions they
faften upon the commerce of leffer * nations, and the
very piracies of thefe people on inferior ftates, make
them ferviceable in their turn to the greater.

The Turkifh empireis at prefent in the fame ftate of
declenfion to which that of the Greeks was former-
ly T funk, but in all probability it will fill {fubfift a

* They infeft the navigation of the Italiansin the Mediterranean.

+ All Lroje@s of this nature zgainft tlhe Twks, and particularly fuch
as have any fimilitude to that wlich was formed in the papacy of Lto the-
tenth, by which it was concerted, that the emperor fhould march to Con-
ftantinople through Bofnia ; the king of France threugh Albania and
Giecce, whilft the maritime powers weie to.embark at their feveral ports 3
I fay, fuch projets w.ere never ferioudly intended, cr were framed at leaft
by thofe who were altogethier unacquainted with tie true cenflitution of
Eucope.

long
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long time ; for fhould any prince endanger it by pur-
fuing his conquef’cs to an immoderate extent, it will
aIWays be cefended by the three trading powers of Eu-
rope, who are too fenfible of their own interefts ever
to be unconcerned fpectators of its fall,

It is happy for thefe trading powers, that God has
permitted T'urks and Spaniards to be in the world, for
of all naticns they are the moft proper to enjoy a great
empire with infignificance.

In the time of Bafilius Porphyrogenitus, the Arabian
power came to its period in Perfia. Mohammed the fon
of Sambreal, who was then fovereign of that empire,
invited feur thoufand Turks from the North, in the
quality ‘of auxiliaries ; but upen a fudden diffatisfac-
tion conceived by this prince, he fent an army agaiit
them, which was foon put to flight by the Turks.
Mohammed, in the heigit of his mdwqanon againft
his pufillanimous folciers, gave orders, that they fhould
pals before him habired like women ; bur they dif-
appointed his anger and joined the Turks: upon which
the united army immediately diflodged a garrifon whick
was ftationed to guard a bridge over the Araxes, and
opened a free paflage to a vaft body of their country-
men.

- When they had extended their conquefts through
Perﬁa, they fpread themfelves from eaft to weft over
the terricories of the empire, and Romanus Diogenes,
who cndeavoured to oppofe their progrefs, became
their prifoner; after which they fubdued all the Afiatic
dominions of the Greeks down to the Bofphorus.

Some time after this event the Latins invaded the
weftern regions in the reign of Alexis Comnenus. Ar
unhappy fchilm bad for a long time infufed an impla-
cable batred between the nations of two different com-
munions, and would have produced fatal ¢ffeéts much:
fooner, had not the Italians been more atientive to
check the German emperors whom they feared, than

they
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they were to diftrefs the Greek emperors whom they
only hated.

Affairs were in this fituation, when all Euarope im-
bibed a religious belief that the place where Jefus
Chrift was born, as well as that where he accomplifhed
his. paffion, being profaned by the infidels, the fureft
atonement they could make for their own fins, would
be to difpofiefs thofe Barbarians of their acquifitions by
force of arms. Europe at that time fwarmed with
people who were fond of war, and had many crimes
to expiate, and as it was propofed to them to obtain
their remiffion by indulging their prevaxhng paffion,
every man armed hlmfelf for the crufade.

When this confecrated army arrived in the eaft,
they bcﬁeged and made themfelves mafters of NICC,
which they. reftored to the Greeks ; and, whilft the in-
fidels were feized with a general con[’cernanon, Alexis
and John Comnenus chaced the Turks to the banks of
Euphrates.

But as advantageous as. thefe crufades might be to
the Greeks, the emperors trembled to fee fuch a fuc-
ceflion of fierce heroes and formidable armies marching
through the heart of their dominions,

This induced them to leave nothing unattempted
that might create a diffatisfaction in Europe at thefe
cxpedlppns ; and the votaries to the crofs were con-
tinually enfnared by every inftance of treachery that
could pofibly be expeted from a timorous enemy.

It muft be acknowledged that the French, who pro-
moted thefe expedmons, had not prattifed any conduét
that could render their prefence very fupportable ; and
we may judge - by the invetives of Anna Comnena
agamﬁ our .nation, that we aé without much precad-
tion in forexon countries, and were at that fime charge-
able with the fame exceptionable freedoms we are re-
proached for at this day.

A French noblerhan was going to feat himfelf upon
the emperor’s throne, but earl Baldwin caught him by

Vou. II1, N the
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the arm : ¢ You ought to know, faid he, that when we
are in any country whatever, it is _proper to comply
with the cuftoms that prevail there.” ¢ Whata clown
is He, replied the other, to fit whiltt fo many cap-
tains are ftanding ?”

The Germans, who came after the French, and
were the moft civil and undefigning people in the
world *, fuffered very feverely for our follies, and were
contmuaHy embaraflfed with a fet of difpofitions that
had been fufficiently irritated by our countrymen againft
all foreigners,

In ﬁne, the averfion of thofe eaftern people was
worked up to the higheft extreme ; and this, with fome
incivilities offered to the Venetian merchants, operating
upon the ambition, avarice, and falfe zeal of that na-
tion as well as the French, determined them to form
a crufade againft the Greeks.

The united army of thefe two European nations
found their enemies altogether as pufillanimous and
unwarlike as the Chinefe appeared” to the Tartars in
our time. The Frenchmen ridiculed their effeminate
habit+, and walked through the ftreets of Conftanti-
nople drefled in flowered mantles, and carrying pens
and paper in their hands, in derifion of that nation,
who had degenerated from all military difcipline ; and
when the war was over, they refufed to admxt any
Greeks into their troops.

The Venetians and French f00n after dec]ared for
‘the weftern empire, and transferred the imperial throne
to the earl of Flanders, whofe -dominions being very
diftant, could not create any jealoufy in the Italians.
The Greeks flill fupported themfelves in the eaft, - be-
ing feparated from the Turks by a chain of moun-
tains, and divided from the Italians by the fea.

* Hiftory of Manuel Comnenus by Nicetas, lib. i.
"+ Nicet. Hiftory of the eaftern tranfaflions, of the taking of Conﬁan-

tinople, ¢, 30 -
The
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The Latins, who found no obftacles in their con-
quefts, met with many in their fettlement. The Greeks
returned from Afia into Europe, retook Conftantinople,
and feized the greateft part of the eaft.

This new empire, however, was but a feint fhadow
of the former, and had no folid power tor its baf:s.

It comprehended few territories in Afia, befides the
provinces on this fide the Meander and Sangar, and
moft of thofe in Europe were parcelled out into fmall
{overeignties.

We may add to this, that during the fixty years the
Latins were pofleffed of Conftantinople, the conquered
people being difperfed, and the victors engaged in war,
all commerce was transferred to the cities in Iraly, and
Conftantinople became divefted of its riches.

The commerce even of the inland countries was car-
ried on by the Latins. The Greeks*, who were but
newly re-eftablifhed, and were likewife alarmed with
innumerable apprehenfions, became defirous to ingra-
tiate themfelves with the Genoefe, by granting them a
permiffion to traffic without paying any duties; and as
they were unwilling to irritate the Venetians, who had
not accepted of peace, but only confented to a truce,
thefe were likewife difcharged from the fame pay-
ments,

Though Manuel Comnenus had fuffered the naviga-
tion of the empire to decline before Conftantinople was
taken, yet it could be eafily re-eftablithed, fince com-
merce ftill fubfifted 3 but when all maritime affairs be-
came entirely neglected under the new empire, the
mifchief grew remedilefs, becaufe the power of the
empire was daily declining.

‘This ftate, which extended its dominion over many
lands, and was interfected by the fea, which likewile
furrounded feveral of its territories, was entirely unpro-
vided of fhips, The former communication no longer

* Cantacuzen, lib. iv.

N 2 fublifted
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fubfifted between the provinces : the inhabitants ¥ were-
obliged to fhelter themfelves in the inland parts from
pirates ; and when they thought themfelves fafe in fuch
a fanctuary, they foon found ir neceffary to retire into
the fortrefles, to preferve themfelves from the hoftilities
of the Turks.

Thefe barbarous people were at that time engaged
in a peculiar war againft the Greeks, and might pro-
perly be called hunters of men. They fometimes
marched two hundred leagues into a country to ac-
complifh their depredations ; and as they were in fub-
Je€tion to feveral fultans, it was impoffible to purchafe
a peace from every tribe 3 and to procure it -from any
particular parties was altogether infignificant. Thele
Barbarians had embraced Mohammedifm, 'and their
zeal for that religion ftrangely prompted them to
ravage the Chriftian territoriés : befides, as they - were
the moft unamiable people on earth ], and married to
wives as difagreeable as themfelves, the moment they
were acquainted with the Grecian women, all the reft
of that fex became infupportable to them ; and thofe
beaureous females were continvally expofed to the
brural paffion of thefe Barbarians{. In fine, they had
been always accuftomed to invade the properues of

* Pachymer. lib. vii.

1 Cartacvzen. lib. 3..c, 6. Pachymer. lib. xi. ¢. 92

1 This ciicomitance gave birth to'a northern tradition ‘related by Jore
nandes the Goths that Phullimer, king of the Goths, having made anin-
rozd into the Ccliic texritoiies, found leveral women who were forceiefl. s,
and drove them to a great diftance from his army ; after which, thofe fe-
male magicians wandercd in the deferts, where that fpecies of Damons
called Incubi, confort:d with them, and by their amorous familiarities,
preduced the nation of the Huns.  Genus Serociffimum, quod fuit primun
inler paludes, minutum, totrym, atque exile, nec alind weee notum, nifi Jua
“buinani formonis imaginen: affignnbat. i, e. A fisice and favage people
who lived [equeftered fiom tie reft of mankind, among fens and marfhes,
ghaftly and haggard in their perfons, and whofe veices were only an im-
p 1felt ariculation of human fpeech.

i Michai! Ducas’s hift. of John Manuel, Jubn and Conflantine, ¢. b.
Cenftan-ine Perphyrogenitus oblerves, at the beginning of his extrat of
the embaflies, that when the Baibasians came to Conftantinople, the Ro-
wans ought to have been very cauijous of thewing them the grandeur of
theire riche s wnd the beauty of their wives.

2 ' other
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other people, and were the fame Huns who had for-
merly involved the Roman empire in fo many cala-
miities.

The Turks broke in, like a d:luge, upon the fhat-
tered remains of the Grecian empire in Afia; and thofe
of the inhabitants who were happy enough to efcape
their fury, fled before them to the Bofphorus, from
whence fuch as could accommodate themfelves with
thips, failed to thofe parts of the empire that were fi-
tuated in Europe, which occafioned a confiderable ad-
dition to the number of the inhabitants, though they
were diminithed in a fhort period of time : for civil
wars began to rage with fo much fatality, that the two
fations invited feveral Turkifh fultans to their affift-
ance *, with this extravagant and inhuman ftipulation,
that all the people of the country, who were made
captives from the oppolite party, fhould be carried into
flavery 3 by which means each of thofe faflions con-
curred in the defiructions of their own country with a
view of ruining their adverfaries,

Bajazet having conquered all the other fultans, the
Turks would then have atted agreeably to their future
Behaviour in the reign of Mahommed II. had not they

een in danger of extermination by the Tarrars.

1 am now afraid to defcribe the miferies which re-
fulted from thefe revelutions; and fhall only intimate,
that the empire under its laft monarchs, being con-
trafted within the fuburbs of Conftantinople, finithed
its progrefs like the Rhine, which fhrinks into a rivulet
before it lofes itfelf in the ocean.

* See the hiftory of the emperors John Palzologus and John Cantacu-
Zcnus, written by Cantacuzenus.,
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A

DI AL OG U E

BETWEEN

SYLLA AND EUCRATES.

O ME days after Sylla had refigned the diGator-
thip, I was told the reputation | had among the
philofophers made him defirous of feeing me. He was
at his houfe on the Tiber, enjoying the firft peaceful
moments he had ever known. On coming before him,
I felt nothing of that confufion which the prefence of
great men generally occafions in us. And when' we
were »alone, Syila, faid I to him, you have then vo-
-luntarily reduced yourfelf to that middle condition of
life, which to moft men is an affli¢tion. You have
refigned that command which your glory and your
virtues gave you over all men. Fortune feems to be
vexed, that fhe could not raife you to higher honours.
Eucrates, faid he, if the eyes of the whole univerfe
are no longer fixed on me, it1s the fault of human
things, which have their prefcribed limits, and not
owing to me. I imagined | had fulfilled my deftiny,
when I no longer had grea: things to achieve. I was
not made for governing in quiet an enflaved people. I
love to obtain victories, to found or overtuin ftates,
make alliances, punith ufurpers : bur as to the litte
fubordinate branches of government, wherein middling
geniufes thew themfelves to fo much advantage, the flow
execution of the laws, the difcipline of a tame militia,
my foul could not employ itfelf in them,

N 2 It
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It is very fingular, faid I, that you fhould have
mixed fo much delicacy with your ambition. We have
{een many great men unaffeCted with the vain pomp
and fplendor which wait on rulers; but there have
been very few infenfible of the pleafure of governing,
and of having that refpect, which is due only to the
laws, paid to their humour.

And I, Eucrates was never lefs fatisfied, than when
I faw myfelf abfolute mafter in Rome ; when [ looked
round me, and found neither rival nor enemy. I
thought it would be one day faid, that 1 had only chaf~
tifed flaves. Would you, faid I to myfelf, have no
more men in your country capable of being affected
with your glory ? And fince you eftablith defpotifm,
do not you clearly fce, that no prince can come after
you fo cowardly and defpicable, whom flattery will not
equal to you, and adorn with your name, your titles,
and even your virtues ?

My Lord, you have quite changed the idea I had
formed of your conduct. I thought you had ambition,
but not a love of glory : I faw very well that you had
a high fpirit, but | did not fufpeét that you had a great
foul : your whole life feemed to difcover you to be one
preved on by luft of power, and who, full of the moft
ceftructive paflions chearfully loaded himfelf with the
fname, the remorfe, and even the meannefs attached
to defpotiim. For, after all, you facrificed every
thing to your power; you were feared by all the Ro-
mans 3 you difcharged, without pity, the fun&ions of
the molt terrible magiftracy that ever fubfifted. The
fenate locked with dread on a defender fo relentlefs.
Some one faid to you, Sylla, how much Roman blood
will you fhed; do you want to command bare walls f
You then publifhed thofe tables by which the life and
geath of every citizen were determined,

And it is the fhedding fo much blood that has en-
abled me to do the greateft attion of my whole life.
Had I raled the Romans with gentlenefs, what won-

‘ der,
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der, that wearinefs, difguft or ¢dprice thould make me
refign the government? But 1 laid down the di&ta-
torfhip at a time when évery one thought I entirely
owed my fafety to my being invefted with it. 1 ap-
peared before the Romans a citizen in the midft of my
citizens, and had the boldgefs to fay to them, I am
ready to give account of all the blood which I have (hed
for the republic 3 1 will anfwer all who fhall come to
demand of me their fathers, their fons, or their bro-
thers. Every Roman was filent before me.

This great action which you fpeak of, appears to me
very imprudent. The aftonifhment, indeed, into which
you had juft thrown the Romans, was of fervice to
you: but how could you dare to talk of vindicating
yourfelf, and taking for judges perfons who had fo
much to revenge on you? fuppofling your altious
had been only feverities while you were in power, they
became frightful crimes the moment you were out of
power, \

Do you call crimes, faid he, what faved the repub-
lic? Would you have had me quietly fee fenators be-
tray the fenate, for that people, who, imagining that
liberty ought to be as extreme as flavery can be, wanted
to abolith all authority ? The people, kept under by
the laws and the weight of the fenate, have always en-
deavoured to overturn both.  But he who is fo ambi-
tious as to ferve them againft the fenate and the laws,
has always ambition enough to become their mafter.
It'is thus we have {een an ¢nd put to {o many republics
of Greece and Italy.

To prevent a like evil the fenate hath always been
obliged to employ this untractable people in war. It
has been forced, againtt its inclination, to ravage the
earth, and reduce fo many nations, whofe fubjection is
a burden to us. At prefent, when the univerfe can
furpifh no more enemies againft us, what would be the
fate of the republic ? And, without me, would the fe-
naic haye been abke to prevent the people, in theic:i

‘ blin
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blind fury for liberty, from delivering themfelves up
to Marius, or to the firft tyrant who fhould have given
them hopes of independence ?

- The gods, who have given to moft men a cowardly
ambition, have attached to Liberty almoft as many evils
as to Slavery. But whatever may be the price of this
noble liberty, the gods muft be paid it.

The fea fwallows up veflels, and lays under water
whole countries ; yet it is ufeful to man.

Pofterity will decide of what Rome has not as yet
ventured to examine : it will find, perhaps, thatl have
not thed blood enough, and that all the partizans of
Marius have not been profcribed.

I muft own, Sylla, you aftonifh meé; How ! was it
to ferve your country, that you fpilled fo much blood ?
and had you no attachment but to her?

Eucrates,- faid he to me, I had never that predomi-
nant love for my country, of which we find {o many
examples in the firft ages of the republic: and 1 love
Coriolanus, who carried fire and fword to the very
walls of his ungrateful city, and made every citizen
repent the affront which every citizen had given him,
as much as I do him who drove the Gauls from the
capitol. I never piqued myfelf on being the flave, or
the worfhipper of a fociety of my equals: and this
fo much boafted love is a pafiion too popular for fucha
high fpirit as mine, All my aions proceeded from
reflexion, and principally from the contempt which I
entertained for men. You may judge by the manner
in which 1 treated the only grear people in the world,
how high my contempt was of all others,
~ I thought that while I was on the earth, I ought to
be free. Had I been born among Barbarians, I fhould
have fought to ufurp the throne lefs to obtain com-
mand than to avoid obedience. Born in a republic, 1
have acquired the glory of a conqueror, in feeking only
that of a free man,

‘When
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When 1 entered Rome with my troops, I breathed
neither rage nor revenge. I paffed fentence without
hatred, but allo without pity, on aftonifhed Romans.
You were free, faidI; and you want to live flaves.
No. Die; and you will have the advantage of dying
citizens of a free city.

To deprive of its liberty a city of which I was a ci-
tizen, I looked on as the greateft of crimes. 1 pu-
nifhed that crime; and was little concerned whether
I fhould be the good or the evil genius of the Repub-
licc. However, the government of our anceftors has
been re-eftablifhed ; the people have expiated all the
indignities they put on the nobles ; fear has fufpended
animofities, and Rome never enjoyed fuch perfect tran-
quility.

This it was which determined me to all the bloody
tragedies you have feen. Had I lived in thofe happy
days of the Republic, when the citizens, quiet in their
houfes, prefented to the Gods a free foul, you would
have feen me pafs my whole life in this retreatr, which
has coft me fo much blood and toil.

My lord, faid I to him, it is well for mankind, that
Heaven has been fparing in the number of fuch men
as you. Born for a middling ftation, we are over-
powered by fublime geniufes. One man’s being raifed
above humanity, cofts all the reft too dear.

You looked on the ambition of heroes as a common
paffion ; and made no account of any but a reafoning
ambition, The infatiable defire of ruling, which you
found in the hearts of fome citizens, made you re-
folve to be an extraordinary man: love of liberty de-
.. termined you to be terrible and cruel. Who would
“ have thought, that a heroifm founded on principle
would be more deftru@ive than a heroifm founded on
fury and impetuofity? The Roman people, you fay,
bpheld you unarmed, and made no attempt on your
lee.. You have efcaped one danger; a greater may
await you. A grand offender may one day take ad-

3 vantage
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vantage of your moderation, and confound you in the
crowd of a fubjeéted people. , o

I have acquired a name, faid he, which fuffices for
my fafety and the fafety of the Roman people. That
name prevents all attempts; there is no ambition
which does not ftand in awe of it. Sylla lives; and
his genius is more powerful than that of all the Ro-
mans. Sylla is furrounded by Charonea, Orchomenus,
and Signion : Sylla hath given every family in Rome
a terrible example within itfelf : Every Roman will
have me always before him, and even in his fleep I
fhall appear to him covered with blood 5 he will ima-
gine he fees the fatal tables, and reads his name at the
head of the profcribed. My laws are murmured at
in fecret ; they can never be effaced but by floods of
Roman blood. Am not I in the midft of Rome? You
will ftill find with me the javelin I had at Orchomenus,
and the buckler I wore on the walls of Athens. Be-
caufe 1 have no lictors, am I the lefs Sylla? I have the
fenate, juftice, and the laws for me ; my genius, for-
tune, and glory are for the fenate.

I own, faid I, that when a perfon has once made
any one tremble, he almoft always retains fomething of
the advantage he had over him. ‘

Undoubtedly, faid he, I ftruck men with aftonith-
ment, and that was a great deal. Review in your mind
the ftory of my life: you will fee that I have drawn all
from that principle ; and that it has been the foul of all
my a&ions. Call to mind my quarrel with Marius : 1
was ftung with indignation to fee a man of no name,
proud of the meannefs of his birth, attempt to pull
down the firft families in Rome, and confound them
with Plebeians ; and at this time I bore all the weight
of a great foul. I was young, and I refolved to put
myfelf in 2 condition to call Marius to account for his
infults.  For this end, I fought him with his own wea-
pons, that is to fay, by vitories over the enemies of
the Republic.

Wher



SYLLA AND EUCRATES, 189

When I was forced, by the caprice of chance, to
leave Rome, I purfued the fame plan : I went to make
war on Mithridates; and laboured to deftroy Marius
by vanquithing the epemy of Marius. While I left
that Roman 1o enjoy his power over the populace, I
multiplied his mortifications, and forced him to go
every day to the Capitol to return thanks to the Gods
for fuccefles which drove him to deftration. I waged
a war of reputation againft him, a hundred times more
cruel than what my legions made on the Barbarian king.
Every word I fpoke fhewed my daringnels, and my
moft inconfiderable actions, always full of haughtinefs,
were fatal prefages for Marius. At lat Michridates
fued for peace; the terms were reafonable; and had
Rome been in quiet, and my fortune not ftill waver-
ing, I would have accepted them. But the bad ftate
of my affairs obliged me to make the terms ftill harder.
I demanded that he fhould deftroy the fleet, and reftore
to the kings his neighbours the territories he had taken
from them. Ileave to you, faid I, the kingdom of your
anceftors ; to you, who ought to thank me thatI leave
you the hand with which you figned an order for the
execution of 100,000 Romans in one day. Mithri-
dates was ftruck motionlefs, and Marius trembled in
the midft of Rome.

This boldnefs, which was of fuch fervice to me
againft Mithridates, againft Marius, againft his fon,
againft Thelifinus, againft the people, which fup-
ported my dictatorfhip, alfo protected my life the day
I refigned the diGtatorfhips and that day infures my
liberty for ever.

My lord, faid I, Marius reafoned in the fame man-
ner, when, covered with the blood &f his enemies and
of the Romans, le gave proofs of that bo!dnefs which
you have punifhed. You have, it is true, a few more
vitories, and greater excefles on your file. But, in
affuming the dictatorfhip, you fer an example of the
crime which you punifhed. This is the example which

wiil
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will be followed, and not that of your moderation
which will only be admitted.

When the Gods fuffered Sylla with impunity to make
himfelf Diftator at Rome, they profcribed Liberty
from it for ever. They muft work too many miracles
now to root out of the heart of every Roman leader
the ambiton of reigning. You have taught. them,
that there is 2 much furer way to arrive at defpotifm,
and to maintain it without danger. You have divulged
the fatal fecret, and removed what alone makes good
citizens in a republic too rich and too great, to defpair
of being able to opprefs it.

He changed colour, and was filent for 2 moment.
1 am orly afraid, faid he, with emotion, of one man,
in whom I think 1 fee many Marius’s. Chance, or
perhaps a more powerful deftiny, made me fpare him.
My eyes are ever cn him, 1 ftudy his foul, where he
hides deép purpofes. But if he dares to form the defign
of commanding men whom I have made my equals, 1
fwear by the Gods, 1 will punifh his infolence,
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PRELIMINARY REFLECTIONS

ON THE

PERSIAN LETTERS,

By M¥D; MONTESQUIEU.
Prefixed to the QuarTo EvrTion,

HERE is nothing in the PErstan LeTTERS

that has given readers fo general a fatisfaction,
as to find in them a fort of romance, without having
expefted it. It is eafy to difcern in them the begin-
ning, the progrefs, and the conclufion of it: the fe-
veral different perfons introduced, are conneted to-
gether by a fort of a chain.  The longer they refide in
Europe, the lefs marvellous and extraordinary the
manners of that part of the world begin to " appear to
them ; and they are more or lefs ftruck with the mar-
vellous and extraordinary, according to their different
charatters. Add to this, that the Afiatc feraglio
grows diforderly in proportion to the time of Utfbek’s
abfence ; that is to fay, according as phrenzy increafes
in it, and love abates. There is another realon why
thefe romances, generally fpeaking, fucceed, and
that is, becaufe the perfons introduced give them-
felves an account of what happens to them, which
caufes the paffions to be felt more fenfibly than any
narrative made by another could do. This is likewife
one of the caufes of the fuccefs of fome admirable
works which have appeared fince the PErsian Let-
TERS. To conclude, in common romances digreffions

' can never be admitted, except when they themfelves

conftitute another romance. Reafoning cannot be

- intermixed with the ftory, becaufe the perfonages not
. being brought together to reafon, that would be re-
- pugnant to the defign and nature of the work. Bug
- nthe form of letters, wherein perfonages are intro-
- duced at random, and the fubjects treated of do not

Vou. IIL o depend
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depend upon any defign, or plan, already formed,
the author has the advantage of being able to blend
philofophy, politics and :morality 'with romance, and
to conneét the whole by a fecret, and, as it were, un-
difcoverable chain. So great a call sgas there for the
Perstan LETTERS, upon their firft publication, that
the book{ellers exerted their utmoft efforts to procure
continuations of them. They pulled every author
they met by the fleeve, and faid, ¢ Sir, I muft beg
the favour of you to. write me a collection of Persraw
LrrTers.” But what has been faid, is fufficient to
convince the reader, that they do not admit of a con-
tinuation, and ftill lefs of a mixture with letters wrote
by another hand, how ingenious foever. There are
in them fome ftrokes, which many have looked upon
as too bold. Bur thefe. are requefted to take the na-
ture of the work into confideration. The Perfians,
who were to play fo confiderable a part in it, were
all on,a fudden’ tranfplanted to Europe, that is, re-
moved to another world, as it were. At a. certain
time, therefore, it was neceflary to reprefent them as
full of ignorance and prejudices. The anthor’s chief
defign was to difplay the formation and progrefs, of
their ideas, Their firft, thoughts could not but have
a dafh of fingularity in them: it was,,apprchlcndcd.
that there is nothing to be done but to.give them that
fort of fingularity which is not,incompatible with up-
derftanding. It was only io reprefent thejr fituation
of mind. at feeing any thing that appeared extraordi-
nary to them, The author, far from having a defign.
to ftrike at apy principle.of our, religion, - thought
himfelf even free from the impucation&,'ipdi\fqretialje
Thefe ftrokes appear always conpected with a mani-
feftation of furprize, or_ aftanifhment, and .not, with
the idea of inquiry, much lefs with that of , criticim.
In fpeaking of our religion, thefe Perfians: fhonld not
appear better informed_than when  they talk. “of our
manners and cuftoms. And if they fomenmes fﬂl‘—:ﬁ
: iR Mk o
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to look upon the tenets of our religion as fingular,
the fingularity they difcover in them fully thews their
ignorance of their conneftion with the other truths
thereof. The author juftifies himfelf in this manner,
as well on account of his attachment to thefe impor-
tant truths, as through refpe for the human fpecies,
which he certainly could not have had an intention
to wound in the tendereft part. The reader is there-
fore requefted not to ceafe one moment to confider
thefe ftrokes as the effects of furprize in perfons who
ought to be [urprized, or as the paradoxes of men
who fpoke of what they did not underftand, He is
likewife requefted to confider that the whole beauty of
the invention confifted in the conftant contraft between
the real ftate of things and the fingular, or whimfical
manner in’ which they were contemplated, Certain
it is, that the nature and defign of the Persian
LETTERS are {0 apparent and obvious, that none can
miftake. them, but fuch as have a mind to" impofe
upon themfelves.

© 2 INTRO-



INTRODUDUCTION

TO ';"HE
FIRST FRENCH EDITION.

SHALL neither write a dedicatory epiftle, nor

folicit prote&ion for this work ; if it is good, it
will be read, if bad, 1 am nor anxious that it fhould
be read by any. I have adventured the firft of thefe
letters to try the public rafte; I have a great number
more, which I may hereafter give. But this depends
upon my not being known, for from the moment
that happens, J am filent. I know a lady who walks
very well, but limps if obferved. There are faults
enough in the work for the critics, withour fubject-
ing myfelf to them. 1f 1 was known, it would be
faid, his book is his true charater; he might have
engaged himfelf to a better purpofe ; it is unworthy
of a grave man. The critics are pever deficient in
thefe kinds of reflections, becaufe little wit is neceflary -
to make them.

The Perfians, who wrote thefe letters, lodged with
me, and we pafled our time together; as they re-
garded me as one of another world, they hid nothing
from me. In fa&, perfons removed to fuch a confi-
derable diftance, could have no fecrets. They com-
municated to me the moft of their letters, which I
copied ; others I took which they were defirous not
to entruft me with, as they expofed the jealoufy and
vanity of the Perfian. Iam no more than a tranflator :
my whole care has been to fuit this work to our
manners. I have relieved the reader, as much as 1
could, from the Afiatic flile, and have exonerated
him from the trouble of an infinite number of fub-
lime and elevated expreffions,'- But this is not all the
fervice I have rendered him ; 1 have retrenched thofe
long compliments, of which the orientals are not lefs

profufe than ourfelves, and have pafled over a great
many
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many particulars too trifling to be made public, and
which ought only to live from friend to friend. If
this had been obferved by moft of thofe who have
publithed epiftolary colleétions, many of their works
would have difappeared. There is one circumftance
which has often excited my admiration ; that thefe
Perfians were frequently as well inftructed as myfelf
in the manners and cufloms of our nation, even to a
knowledge of the moft minute particulars, taking notice
of fome things which I am fure have efcaped many of
the Germans who have vifited France. This T attribute
to the long ftay they made here, without confidering
that it is lefs difficult to an Afiatic to inform himfelf
of the manners of the Fiench in one year, than it
would be to a Frenchman to acquire a knowledge of
thofe of Afia in four years; becaufe the one are as open
as the other are referved. Tranflators have been in-
dulged by cuftomn, even the moft barbarous commen-
tators, to decorate the head of their verfion, or gloflary,
with a panegyric on the original, and to expatiate on
the ufefulnefs, merit, and excellency of it but this I
have not done, The reafons are obvious ; one of the
beft is, that it would be tedious, in a part of a work
already too much fo; I would fay in a preface,
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PERSIAN LETTERS:

L ETTER L
Ufbck to bis Friend Ruftan a¢ Iipahan.

T Com we remained only one day, when, havmgv
A paxd our devotions at the tomb of the virgin who
Brought forth twelve prophets, we renewed our jour-
ney, and yefterday, the twenty-fifth fince we left Ifpa-
han, came to Tauris, Probably Rica and I are the
firft among thé Perfians, whofe thirft after knowledge
made them leave their own country, and renounce the
pleafures of a life of eafe, for the laborious fearch of
wifdom. Though born in a flourithing kingdom, we
did not think that its boundaries were “thofé of know-
ledge, and that the oriental light could only enlighten
us. Inform me what is faid of our Journey, without
ﬂattery ; I do not expelt that it will be genera]ly ap-
proved, Addreis your letter to me at Erzeron, where
I hall reft fome time. " Farewel, ‘my dear Ruflan; be
affured that in whatever part of the world T may be,
thou haft there a faithful friend,

Taum, the x1gth of the
moont'Saphar, x753.

Vou. III, P LET-
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L ETTER IL

Ufbek 10 the - Firft Black Eunuch, at bis Seraglio in
Ifpahan,

THOU art the trufty keeper of the fineft women
in Perfia: 1 have confided in thee what 1 have in the
world moft dear : thou holdeft in thy hands the keys
of the fatal doors, which are never unlocked but for
me. Whilft thou watcheft over this precious depofit
of my heart, it repofes itfelf, and enjoys a perfeét fe-
curity. Thou keepeft watch in the filence of the night
as well as in the hurry of the day. Thy unwearied
cares fuftain thy virtue when it wavers.. If the women
whom thou guardeft, would fwerve from their duty,
thou deftroyeft the very hope of it.. Thou. art the
fcourge of vice and the pillar of faithfulnefs. -Thou
commandeft them, and thou obeyeft them; thou im-
piicitly fulfilleft all their defires, and thou makeft:them
conform to the laws of the feraglio with the fame obe-
dience: thou takeft a pride in rendering. them :the
meaneft fervices; thou {ubmitteft to their juft tom-
mands with an awful refpe& ; thou: ferveft them
as if thou wert the flave of their flaves. _:-But
again thou refumeft thy pewer, commandeft like a
mafter as myfelf, when thou fearcft the relaxation of
the laws of chaftity and modefty. Ewer remember the
obfcurity from which I took thee when thou waft the
meaneft of ‘my flaves, to put thee:in that place, and
intrufted to thee the delights of my heart 3 obferve then
the deepeft humility towards thofe who fhare my love;
yet, at the fame rime, make them fenfible of their very
dependant ftate. - Procure them every innocent- plea-
fure 5 beguile their uneafinefs, entertain them . with
mufic, dancing, and the moft delicious liquors ; induce
them to meet together frequently. If they have a

mind to go into the country, you may carry them
thither 5
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thither ; but deftroy any man who attempts to come
into their fight. Exhort them to obfetve that clean-
linefs, which is an emiblem of the foul’s purity;
talk to them fometimes of me. I wifh to fee them
again in that charming place wbich they adorn.
Farewel.

Tavris, the 18th of the
moon Saphar; 1511

LETTER Ik
Zachi to Utfbek, at Tapf}s.

W E tommanded. the chief of the Eunuchs to Fé-
move us into the country ; he will inform you that no
accident happered. When we were to leave our lit-
ters to pafs the river; two {laves, as ufual, bore uson
their fhouldefs, and we were fo hidden as rot to be at
all obferved. How cafi | be able to live in thy feragho
at Ifpahan ?. which- inceffantly reminds me of ‘my pait
happinefs.;: which every day renews my defires with
frefh violence ? Irange ftom apartment to apartthent,
ever'in fearch of-thee, and never find theg, but thtough
the whole, meet 'with an -affliGtive remembrance
of my paft happinefs. -1 fometimes behold myfelf in
the ‘place where I the firft time received thee to iny
arms ; again I view thee on-the fpot where thou dift
decide that famous quatrel améngft thy wives ; each of
us pretending to the fuperiority of beauty ; we prefented
ourfelves before thee, after having exerted our ima-
ginations to the utmolt, 'to provide ourfelves with
every advantageous ofnaments thou contemplatedft
with pleafure, the -prodigies- of our art; you ad-
mired to -what a-height we had carried our defires
to pleafe thee. But thou foon madeft thole borrowed
charms give place to mlhiofe of nature; thou de-
ftroyedft all our labours, we were obliged to defpoil
ourfelves of all thefe ornaments, which were become
incommodious to thee; we were obliged to appear to

P2 thy
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thy view in the fimplicity of nature. I thought no-
thing of modefty, glory was my only thought. Happy
Ufbek | What charms were then expofed to thy eyes |
We beheld thee 4 long time, roving from enchantment
to enchantment; long thy wavering foul remained un-
fixed; each new grace demanded a tribute from theé
we were in a2 manner covered all over with thy kiffes ;
thou carriedft thy curious looks to the moft fecret
places ; thou madeft us change;, in a moment, to a
thoufand various attitudes; thy commands were al-
ways new, and {o' was our obedience, I confefs to thee,
Ufbek, a more lively paffion than ambition made me
hope to pleafe thee. 1 faw myfelf infenfibly become
the miftrefs of thy heart; thou tookeft me’; thou quit-
tedft me, thou tookedft me again; and I knew how to’
retain thee ; the triumph was all my own, and defpair
my rivals; it feemed, to us, as if wé only were in
the world, and all around us unworthy of our atten-
tion. Would to heaven- that my rivals had had the
courage to have remained to have been witneflés of all
thofe proofs of love that I received from thee! Had
they well obfervéd ‘my tranfports, they would have
been fenfible of the defparity between theit love and
mine : they would have found that though théy might
difpute with me for charms, théy could rot in" fénfibi-
lity. Bur where am 1?7 Where does this vain recital
lead me? Not 'to have been beloved is a” misfortune’;
but to be fo no more, an affiont, - Thou abandoneft us,
Ufbek, to wander through barbdrous climes But
why doft thou efteem”the advantage of being beloved
as nothing? Alas! thou' doft not know thyfclf what
thou Jofeft. ' I utter fighs which are never heard; my
tears flow and thou dott not ‘enjoy them 3 it feems that
love breathes in this feraglio, and thy infenfibility hath
removed thee from'it. * Ah'!’my dear Ufbek; if thou
kneweft how to be happyl = ‘

From the feraglio at Fatme, the 21ft
of the moon Mahirram, 1711,

LET-
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L E T T E R 1IV.
Zephis to Ufbek at Erze;on.

AT length the black monfter has determined to
make me defpair. He would, forcibly, deprive me of
Zelida, my f{lave, who ferved me with fo much affec-
tion, and who is fo handy at evefy graceful orna-
ment. He was not fatisfied that this feparation fhould
be grievous, he would have it alfo difhonpurable, The
traitor would treat as criminal the motives of my con-
fidence ; and becaufe he was weary of waiting behind
the door, where I always placed him, he dared to ima-
gine that he heard or faw things which I cannot even
conceive. 1 am very unhappy! Neither my retreat
nor my virtué can fecure me from unreafonable fufpi-
cions : a vile (lave affaults me even in thy heart, andic
is there I muft juftify myfelf. No; I have too much
regard to myfelf to defcend to a juftification: I will
have no other guardian of my conduét but thyfelf; thy
love and mine, and if I muft tell thee fo, dear Uibek,
my tears. '

From the feraglio at Fatme, the 29th
_of the moon Maharram, 1711,

L ET T E R V,
Ruftan # Ufbek, at Erzeron.

THE whole converfation of Ifpahan turns upon
thee, thy departure is the only thing about which peo-
- ple talk.  Some afcribe it to levity of mind, others to
fome difguft; thy friends only juftify thee, but they
perfuade no one.  They cannot conceive that thou canft
forfake thy wives, thy relations, thy friends, and thy
country, to explore climes unknown to the Perfians.

Pg The
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The mother of-Rica is nct to'be comiforted ; fhe de-
mands herfon ef thee, whom fhe faith. thou -haft car-
ried away."  As to me, -dear Utbek,:Iam na:v.ally.led
to approve of all thy proceedings, .yet.1 know nbr how
to pardon thy abfence, and whatever réafons thou.mayeft
offer to me. - my heart wﬂl never rclrfh thczn ,P' arcwcl
Lovc me always S

,Ilpahan, the :Sth of the .
Z‘ moon Rcblab 1711,

CErTER VL
Utfbek #0 bis Friend Nefiir, ;zt Ifpahan.

AT the diftance of one day’s journey from Erivan
we quitted Perfia, and entered thofe territories fubject
to the Turks. Twelve days after we réached Erzeron,
where we continued three or four months. I muft con-
fefs to thee, Neflir, I fuffered a fecret concern when I
loft fight of Perfia; and found myfclf furrounded by
faxthlefs Ofmanlins 3 and, as I'advance into the countiy
of “the profane, 1 thmk I become fuch myfelf: my
country, my family, my friends, prefent themfelves to
my mind, my tendernefs is rcv:ved ‘a certain uneafi-
nefs hath completed my forrow, and makes me fenfible
that I have ventured too much for my quiet. But my
wives are my chief affliCtion ; 1 cannot think of them
but I am fwallowed up in gncf It is pot, Nefiir,
that ) love them 3 with refpeét to that, 1 am in a ftace
of infenfibility, which leaves me no defires. The num-
ber of 'women 1{aw 'in the feraglio hath-prevented love,
and I -have defeated him by himfelf, but this coldpefs
itfelf is a kind -of fecret jealoufy that devours me.
behold a numbes of women trufted almoft to themfelves;
for 1 have none but fome bafe fpirited wietches to zn-
fwer for their conduct. I fhould fcarcely think my[clf
fecure though my faves were faithful ; how would b).t

be
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be then if they fhould not be fo ? What diftrefling ac-
counts may I'receive ~in- the diflant countries through
which I am to pafs }:I¢is a malady for which my friends
can afford no remedy 5 the caufes of my diforder arife
from a place, the melancholy fecrets of which they
ought to be -ignorant of 5 and, if .they could difcern
them, what could they do? Had not I a thoufand
times better let them die with filence and impunity,
than make them public by corre&ion? In thy heart, my
dear Neffir, 1 confide all my griefs, which is the only
confolation that remains to me in my prefent ftate,

Erzeron, the 1oth of the moon
of the fecond Rebiab, 1711,

L ETTZE R VI
Fatme 70 Ufbek, a¢ Erzeron.

THOU hatt been gone two months, my dear
Utfbek, and, in-the trouble that I am in, 1 cannot yet
perluade myfelf that itis fo. I run all over .the fera-
glio, .as if thou wert there, nor is my fancy difabufed.
What wouldeft thou have become of a woman who
loves thee; who hath been accuftomed to hold thee
in thefe arms ; whofe only concern was to give thee
frefh proofs of her affeftion 3 free by the advantage of
her birth,. but by. the violence. of her love a flave ?
When I married thee, my eyes had never feen the face
of man, thou yet art the only one they have ever been
permitted to fee * ; for I do not place in the order of
men thefe hideous. eunuchs, whofe leaft imperfection
35 to have nothing of man. . When I compare the
beauty of thy coustenance with their deformity, I can-
not.forbear efteeming myfelf happy. My imagination
cannot fupply.me with.a more ravifhing idea than the
tb;ﬁtz'l:ﬁr‘ﬁr;;:‘zfﬁn ?{F“fr?’lith m:\vre clofely ke‘pi than thofe among

P4 inchanting



216 PERSIAN LETTERS.

inchanting charms of thy perfon. I fwear to thee,
“Ulbek, that if 1 fhould be permitted to quit-this :place,
-~where 1 am fhut up from the neceffity of my condition ;
-could I efcape from the guard that furrounds me; - if I
-were allowed to chufe from among all men who livein
this capital of nations, Ufbek, I fwear to thee, I thould
chufe none but thee, Think not that thy abfence has
amade me negleft a beauty dear to thee. Though I
mutft not be feen by any perfon, and though the orna-
ments with which 1 deck myfelf do not contribute o
thy happinefs, yet I endeavour to amufe myfelf by a
habit of pleafing ; I never go to reft till I am perfumed
with the moft agreeable effences. 1 recal to my mind
the happy time when you came to my arms : a flatter-
ing dream deceives me, fhews me the dear objeét of
my love ; my imagination lofes itfelf in its defires, as it
flatters itfelf in its hopes. I fometimes think that, dif-
gufted at a toilfome journey, ‘thou wilt return to us 3
the night wears away in thefe kind of dreams, which
are not verified either waking or afleep ; I feek for thee
.at my fide, and it feems to me that thou flieft from me;
at length the fire itfelf which burns me, difperfes thefe
delufions, and recals my fpirits ; I then find myfelf re-
animated—Thou wilt not believe it, Ufbek, it is im-
peflible to live in chis condition ; the fire burns in my
veins. Why cannot I exprefs to thee what I fo fenfibly
feel ? and how can I fo fenfibly feel what I cannot ex-
prefs ? In thefe moments, Ufbek, I would give the
empire of the world for one of thy kiffes. How un-
bappy is-the woman who has fuch ftrong defires, when
ghe is deprived .of him who only can fatisfy them,
awho, -left to herfelf, has nothing that can divert her;
dhe muf live in a courfe of fighs, and in the fury of
an.irritated paffion ; who, far irom being happy. has not
the privilege of promoting. the felicity of another, an
ufelefs-ornament of aferaglio, kept for the honour, and
not the happinefs of her hufband. You men are very
cruel | you are delighted that we have paflions which we
1 cannot
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cannot gratify, yet you trear us as if we were infenfible’
and would be forry if we were {o ; .yourthink, that our
defires, though .a long time mortified, will be quick-
ened at the fight of you. It is very difficulc to-make
one’s. felf be -bcloved; it is the beft way to obtain by
doubting of our underftanding, what you dare not ex-
pect from your own merit. karewel, my dear Ufbek,
farewel: be affured that I live orly to adore thee ; my
foul is full of thee, and thy abfence, far from making
me forget thee, would quicken iy love, if it were ca-
pable of becoming more vehiement. ' '

From the feraglio at Ifpahan, the 12th of
the moon of the 1&t Rebiab, 17117

L ETTE R VIL
Ulbek 20 kis Friend Ruftan, at lfpahan.

THY letter was delivered to me at Erzeron, where
Inow am : I thought indeed my departure would make
a noife, but it gives me no trouble. What wouldeft
thou have me follow ? what my enemies think prudent,
or what I myfelf think to be fo? [ appeared at court
when I was very young. I may fay, my heart was not
at all corrupted there 3 I formed to myfeit a vaft de-
fign; I dared to be virtuous there. When I knew
vice, I kept at a diftancé from it; but I afterwards
approached it to pluck offits mafk. I carried truth to
the foor of the throne, I fpoke a language till then
unknown ; 1 difconcerted flattery, and aftonithed at
the fame time the worthippers and theidol. But when
I faw my fincerity had created me enemies; that I had
attracted the jealoufy of the-minifters, without obtain-
ing the favour of the prince 5 I refolved to retire, fince
my feeble virtue could no longer fupport me in a corrupt
court.. I feigned to be ftrongly attached to the fciences,
and, inconfequence of that pretence, became really fo.

I'no
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Yoo Jonger engaged myfelf in any affairs, but retired
m:a‘thaeufe in the country ; but even this retreat had its
-inconveniences ; I was continually expofed to the ma-
slieeof -my enemies, and was almoft deprived of the
mrans of-fafety. Some fecret advice difpofed me to
thiok-mere -ferioufly of myfelf; I refolved to banith
myfelf from my country, and my.retreat from court
-provided me’ with a plaufible pretence. 1 waited on
the. king, and acquainted him with my defire 1o inform
smyfelf of. the fciences in the weft ;' I-infinuated to him
sthat he might be- benefited by my travels; I found
favour with him ; I departed, and ftole a vittim from
my-enemies : fee, Ruftan, the true motive of my tra-
-velling. Let Ifpahan talk, defend me only to thofe
whe love me; leave with my enemies their malicious
interpretations ; 1 thould be happy if that were the only
hure that they could do to me ; they talk of me at.pre-
fent, probably 1 fhall be too much forgotten hereafter,
-and-my friends—No, Ruftan, I will not refign mylelf
to-thefe melancholy fufpicions, I fhall always :be dear
to-them, I reckon upon their fidelity, as on thine.

“"Erzeron, the 2oth of the moon’
' of the 2d Gemmadi, 1711,

L ETTER IX.

. .. Tbe Chief Eunuch to 1bbi, at Erzeron.
++ THOU attendeft thy ancienc mafter in his.travels ;
thou:pafleft chrough provinces and kingdoms, no cha-
grin.affe@s thee, -each moment prefents thee with freth
gbjells,.every thing thou feefi amufes thee, and makes
ghee pafs away thy time imperceptibly. It is otherwife
with-me,  who am -fhut up.in.a horrible confinement,
furrobnded; continually by the {ame objeé@s, and- per-
plexed with;the fame cares.-- I, groan beneath the bur-
den'of fifty 'years of cares and.pains ; -and through the
LA ‘ period
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period of a long life, I-cannor fay:Idvave-feen-a day’s
eafe or-a-moment’s quiet, - When my-firft:mafter-form-
ed-the:cruel.defign of' confining: me' to the care- of ~his
-wives, -and ‘induved” me -by promifes. -inforced by a
thoufand threats; to part with mydelf for ever; siredcof
‘being employed:in a moft toilfome fervice, I reckomed
upon facrificing my. paffionsto eafe and plenty. -:Un-
‘happy that | was! my mind was prepoficfled with the
evils I thould efcape, but not with the lofs T fhould
fuftain : [ .expefted that an incapacity to gratify the
artacks of love would fecure me from it. Alas !::the
gratification of the paflions is extinguithed, but: the
foundation of them remained, and far from being freed
from them, I found myfelf encompaffed by objedts
which continually excited them. I entered the ferag-
lio, where every thing filled me with regret for what
I had loft 3 1 felt myfelf provoked to love each inftant,
a thoufand natural beauties feemed to fhew themfelves
to my view only to torment me; and to complete my
misfortune, I had always before me the happy mafter
of thefe beauties. During this unhappy time, I never
led a woman to my mafter’s bed, I never undrefs'd one
but 1 returned back enraged in my heart at myfelf, and
my foul filled with a horrible defpair. See how mife-
rably 1 paffed my youth, I had no confident but myfelf,
loaded with grief and care I muft needs be deftrayed ;
and thofe women, whom 1 was tempted to regard with
the moft tender looks, I could.only behold with the
moft fern attention. I was ruined had they penetrated
my thoughts ; what advantages would they- not’ have
taken ? I remember once as 1 put a dady into a bath, I
felt myfelf fo ravithed ‘that-1-entirely loft my veafon,
and ventured to clap my- hand‘upon .2 moft forthidable
part.  On the firft refleCtion I thought that day would
be my laft, I was fo happy- however, ‘to efeape : the
thoufand deaths 1 feared; but: the-beauty whom: 1 had
made witnefs of my weaknefs; :madé me buy her:filence
very dear. 1 loft entirely my power aver her, and-fhe
- forced
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forced me, from that time, fo cpmpliances which, a
thoufand times expofed me to hazard the lofs of my lee.
-Act length the fire of youth is extinguifhed ; I am old,
and I find mylfelf, with refpe: to thefe thmO‘S in an
ealy .condition; 1 regard women with xndlﬁ'erence,
and.1 reward them well for their contempt and all the
torments which they made me feel. I always remem-
ber that I was born to govern them ; and it feems to
‘me as if I recovered my manhood, on every occafion
that I have yet to command them. Since I can
behold them with coldnefs, and my reafon permits me to
{ee all their foibles, I hate them: though it is for ano-
zher I watch them, the pleafure of being obeyed affords
ame a fecret joy, and it is as if I did it for myfelf, and
it .always gives.me an indirect ‘happinefs, when I can
deprive them of their pleafures. 1 am in the feraglio
as in alittle empire ; .and my ambition, my only re-
maining paflion, receives fome fatisfaction ; I fee with
pleafure that all depends upon me, and that I am ne-
veflary on every occafion ; ‘I charge myfelf willingly
wich the_ hatred of all thefe women, which eftablifhes
me the mare ﬁrmly in my poft. So they do not find
me ip.any affair an ungrateful man, I always prevent
them in- their moft innocent pleafures; 1 ever prefent
myfelf to them as a fixed barrier, they form fchemes,
and I fuddenly fruftrate them. I am armed with re-
fufa]s, full of {cruples, I never open my mouth but
with leGures of duty, virtue, chaftity, and modetfty.
By continually talking to.them of the weaknefs of their
fex, and of the authority of .my mafter, I drive them
to defpair ; afterwards I camplain of the neceffity I
am under .to be thus fevere, and feem as if I would
have them fuppofe their proper intereft, and a ftrong
attachment to them, to be my only motives. Not but
that, in my turn, I fuffer a number of difagreeable things
from thefe vindiftive women, who daily endeavour to
repay me the evils I heap on them ; there is between
us a kind of interchange of empire and obedience ; they

are
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dré always impofing upon me the moft humiliating of-
fices; they affe@t an exemplary contethpt, and ‘e
gardlefs of my age, make me rife ten timés in 2’ night,
on the moft trifling occafion. [ am confidually tifed
with ordérs;’. ddtnmands, employments ahd capiicess
it' looKs" as"if théy. alternarely relieved each othér to
weary mé with a" fiicceffion of whidifids.” ‘I'liey take a
pleatire, fometimey,’ ifi making' e redotble “nvy at-
tention, they prétend to” make me their-confident’s at
diie tmé they run'to tell mé," that a yoling min is’ feen’
about the ‘Wills - ahotlier time thdt'd noife’is heatd, or
a letfer difivefed; and’ delighe themfelves wich labgh-
ing at the trouble and torment thefe things' give™ mé?
Sometimes they fix me behind a door, and make me
continue there night and day:y they well kiiow how to
feign ficknefs, fwoonings, or frights, and never want
a pretence to gain their will of me. On thefe occa-
fions I am forted to.yield 4 idplicit obedience, and
boundlefs complaifance, for a refufal from fuch a man
as I, would be an unheard_ of thing, and if 1 were to
hefitate about obeying them, they would tdke a right
to corre¢t me: I would much rather, my dear Ibbi, lofe
life than to fubmit to fuch 2 mortifying ftate: but" this
iii not the whole, my mafter’s favour is not fure to me
or a moment; I have roo many enemies in his beart,
who are all- watching to ruin me, they enjoy certain
feafons when' I, cannot be heard, feafons in which the.
can refufe, them nothing, times in which I am everin
tEng‘rong.E I condutt women-enraged to:my mafter’s
bed, can you imagine they will ferve me ? or that my
intereft will be the ftrongeft? From their tears,-their
fighs, their embraces, and from their very pleafures; I.
have every thing to fear, Itis then they trimgph, and:
that their charms become terrible to me 5 their prefent:
fervices, in-an inftant efface all my paft ones, and'to'a
mafter no longer himfelf, by me nothing can be an--
fwered. How frequently has it happened to me to-
{leep in favour, and a wake to difgrace! The day I was

fo
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fo. dilgracefully whipt round the feraglio, what had 1
done ? [ had left in my mafter’s:arms 2 woman, who,
when fhe faw he was inflamed, burft into a flood of
tears ; fhe lamented, and fo fuccelsfully managed her
complaints, that they arofe with the love fhe excited in
him; in fo critical 2 moment, how was I able to fup-
port myfelf? I was ruined when I leaft expected, I
was the vi®tim of an amorous intrigue, and a rreaty
made by fighs. See, dear Ibbi, the wretched ftate in
which I have ever lived ; how happy art thou! thy
cares.are confined to the perfon of Ufbek-only. It is
eafy to pleafe him, and to fupport thyfelf in his favour
to thy lateft day. . L —
Froin the feraglio at Ifpahan, the
dakt of the moon-Saphar, 1711,

"L ETTER X
Mu-za 0 &is Friend Ufbek, a¢ Erzeron. k

1T"is thou only who touldeft recompenfe to me the
abferice'of Rica, and there is no perfon bhut Rica who.
could "¢confole me for thine. We want thee, Utbek,
thou waft the foul cf our fociety ; how difficule is it to
diffolve the engagements which friendfhip and reafon
have forined ! We have here many difputations ; which
turn coniimonly on morality. The quettion yefterday
was, Whetlier che happinefs of mankind confifts in
pleafire and ‘fenfual ‘gratifications, or in the exercife
of virtie? I have fréquently heard you maintain, that -

virtii is the end for-which we | were born, and that

juftie€"is 4 quality as neceflary to us as exiftence ; £x-
plain”to'me, pray, what you meah by this, I have con-
verfed with the 'Moilocks, ‘who diftra¢t me with their

quotations from the Koran ; for I fpeak no etherwife
'v' Vv".z::' = - \'« vt - = Eo



PERSIAN LETTERS. 224

to them than as a man, a citizen, and a fathcro£ a.fa-.

mily, and not as a believer. Farewel. L1l h

" Ifpahan, the Taft day of the i
moon Saphar, 1711

LETTER XL . .,

Utbek 20 -Mirza, a¢ lfpahan. o i

THOU renounceft thy own reafon:to. try mines-.
thou condefcendeft even to confult-me ; thou thinkeft
me capable of inftructing thee. My dear Mirza, there -
is one thing which flatters me more than the good opi-
nion thou haft conceived of me; it is what has. pro-
cured it me, thy friendfhip. I do not think that there
is need to ufe very abftracted reafons, to fulfil the tafk
which thou haft prefcribed to me. There are fome
certain truths, of which it is not fufficient to be per-
fuaded, but men muft be made even to feel them
moral truths are of this kind. = Probably this hiftorical
piece may affect thee more than a philofophical fubtlety.
In Arabia there were a few pcople, named Troglodites,
defcendants of the ancient Troglodites, who, if we can -
believe our hiftorians, refembled beafts rather than mcn.":
They were not fo deformed ; they were not, hau-y like .
bears ; thcy did not hifs ; they had two eyes : yet they_ N
were fo wicked and brutifh, that they were ﬁranggr; to .
the principles of juftice.and equity. A foreign, King,, -
who reigped over them, willing to’ corre thclrnﬁtu-g"
ral wickednefs, tréated them 'w,m fevcnty ; - but Lhcy'.“,
confpiréd againft him, murdered ‘him, and exfermi-
nated all the royal family, Having firuck this blovg,ﬂ ¢
they met to chufe a gmremmcnt, and after _muc
diffention, appointed magiftrates, but they were fc,arqe],y Ly
clected when they became intolerable, and were ,,mg}l
facred: The people, freed from this new quc,,(; N,
fulted only their own favagenefs, Every one agreed ro

ubmir
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fubmit to’ no perfon s that each {hotild follow his own'
intereft, without-any atténtion to that of othiers. This
general refolution was extremely pleafing to all.
They reafoned thus : < Why fhould 1 deftroy: myfelf in
labouring for thofe who do not concern me; I will
take care for myfelf only ; I fhall live happily ; what
is it to me liow othéfs five ? I fhall provide for my own
wants ; and if they are fatisfied, what care | if all the reft
of the Troolodxtes are miferable 3" —This was feed-time:
cach man faxd «“ I will only manure as much land as
will' fupply corn fufficiént fot myfelf; a greater quanfity
would be ufelefs to me 3 I fhall not take the trouble to
work in vain.” The lands of this little kiigdom were
not all alike ;" fome pirts were dry abd’ ricuntainous ;
others; in the low grouné']s, were well watered by ri-
valéts.  This year there wasa great droiight, inforuch’
that' thié‘'upper grounds failed greatly, whilft'thofe which:
were wateréd provcd very feértile ; the mnfeqhence wasy’
that! almdlt all the people who' lived in the mountains
penl'hed’ by famin¢,’ throtgh thé hard- heartédnefs of
thofé who refufed to ﬂ:are their harveft with then. The
following' year was véry rainy ; the highér grounds
proved extraordinary fruitful, whilft the’ lower grounds
wiere drowned. Now the. other half of the people
complained of famine; bt thefe miferable people
found the mountainéefs as hatd-hearted as they them-
felves had been. One of the chief inhabitants had a'
veryfﬁandfomc wife, of whom his neighbour bécame
in -love, and forced her from him ; this occafioned a
firong conteft, and,’ after many bilows™ and outrages,
they confented to fubimit the decifion toa Tl‘Og]OdltC,
who, whilft the repubhc fubfifted, had béen in fome
efteem. They camie to him, and were gbxng to plead
their catfe before him.—¢ What dogs it corcern me;
faid the umpire, whofe wife the is, yodrs, of yours 3
F'have my land ¢0 till; I cafinot fpend rhy tirie in 'de-
términing’ your quarrels, nor bufy myfelf ih yolir af-
fairs to the'negleét of my own's- pray lét die’ be: quxcg
an

3
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and do not trouble me with your difputes.”—Having
fo faid, he.left them, and went ro work on his land.
The ravither, who was the ftronger man, fwore he
would fponer die than reftore the woman; whilft the
‘hufband,. penetrated with the injuftice of his peigh-
bour, -and the hardnefs of his judge, returned home in
defpair; when meeting in his way a handfome yourg
woman; returning from a:fountain, and having now no
wife .of “his own; being pleafed with her, and much
more-fo5 when he learned fhe was the wife of him whom
he had.chofen for-his-judge, and who had been {o litile
fenfible "of his affl:€tion 5 he feized on her, and forced
her to go.to his-houfe.  There was another man who
poflefied a. fruitful field, which he had cultivated witn
-great labour i two of <his.neighbours united rogether,
forced him cut of. his ‘houfe, and took poffifiion of his
field ; 'they formed a compa& to defend:. themielves
agamﬁ all thofe who fhould endeavour to take it’ from
them, -and did really fupport themfclves feveral months.
But onc of them, tired of fharing. what he might pofftfs
aione, murdered the other, and became fole ms fter of
the field; his reign was not long ; two other Troglo-
-dites attacked hxm s and he was maflacred, beln(y too
weak to defend himfelf. Another Troglodite, wha
was almoft imaked, afked the price of-fome cloth,
which he faw, and wanted to buy ; the draper reafoned -
thus with himfelf« -¢ -1 indeed ought: not to e‘:peﬂ:
more money for my cloth than will buy two meafures of
wheat 5 buc I will fell it for four times that advantage,
that I may purchafe eight meafures.”—The man wuft
‘needs have the cloth, and pay the price demanded
“¢ I"am’ very well contented,. faid the draper; 1 now -
thall bave fome whear.” ¢ What -is it you fay, re-.
‘plied the- buyer, do’ 'you want wheat ? 1-have fome to
fell; however the price-perhaps may furprife ~you ; .for
you knéw' wheat? i s extremely dear, and that thé
famine is"exterided almoft every. where 5 -but feturn
me my méney and-you {hall have a-meafure of whear,

Yor. IIL Q. and
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and though you fhould périth by the famind, you
fhould not have it otherwife.”” - In the mean time the
- country was ravaged by a mortal diftemper g a ‘ﬂ;‘i)ful
phyfician arrivéd from 2 neighbouring country, who:ad.
miniftered his medicines fo properly, that he'cured all
who put themfelves undér his care.- When' the
diftemper ceafed, he went to“tholt whom he had:ctired,
to demand his pay, but refufals were all he received,
" He returned to his own country, tired with the fatigue
of fo long a journey. But afhort time after;” he
heard that the fame diftemper had rewirned’ again,
“and more grievoully afflicted thole‘ungrateful :people,
- They did not now-wait for his coming, but went to
him themfelves. ** Unjuft men, faid he; go; ‘you have
-in"your fouls a more deadly poifon’ than that -of which
you ‘defire to be ‘cured ; you are unworthy to enjoy a
place upon earth, for you are void of humanity,” and
the laws of equity are unknown to you. 1 fhould
think-it-an offence dgainft the gods, who punifh you,
fhould I oppofe their juft anger,” o
_Erzeron, the _:;d of "t:he't_l;tgon of.
© the 2d' Gemnadi, 1771,

L ET T ER XIL
: Ufﬁck tb the Sami, ‘at. ;prahzn:.

: THOU hatt. feen; my dear Mirza,: how the
. Troglodites were. deftroyed by their own wickednefs,
.and fell the vi@ims. of their own injuftice. - Of fo
many families, two -oply remained, who. efcaped- the
" miferies -of this-people. --There were in this country
- two. very.extraordinary .men 3 they pofiefled humanity,
~were acquainted. with juftice; .and loved virtue,  They
‘were as-much united by the uprightrefs of their hearts,
as by the corruption. of. thofe of others :they faw the
general defolation, ‘and-only. fhewed theirfenfe ofti:h by
' el

~
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their pity ; this was'a new motive to union. A com-
mon folicitude, and 2 common intereft, engaged their
labour,s, there. was .no difference between them but
“what owed its birth to a fweet and tender friendfhip.
In-a retijed part of the country, feparate from their
upwo;tby countrymen, they led a life of prace and
happinefs ;. cultivated by their virtuous hands, the
‘earth feemed to ;ne'd ity fruits, fponrancoufly. They
‘Ioqu their .wives, and were affetionately beloved by
them,. MThc training up their -children to virtue en-
gaged their utmoft care. They continually reprcfented
;o "shem  the.. miferies of their_ countrymen, and
placed their ‘melancholy example -before their .eyes,
‘g‘bcy efpecially inculcated upon their, mmd‘:, that the
intereft of individuals was always 1o be found in that of
the community, .ang thar to atempt, to. feek it fepa-
l'a?ttcly1 was to deftroy.it; that virtue is by no means a
. thing that ought to. b . burdenfome , 1o us, nor the
practice of it confidered as painful ; . that doing, jultice
to others is acting charitably to gurfelves. ~ They loon
enjoyed the confolation” of virtuous parents, which
confifts in having children Tike: ‘themfelves, “Thefe
young people, who grew up under their care, were in-
creafed by happy marriages, and their number aug-
mented ; the fame union gontinued, and virtue, far
from being weakened by the mulmude, was, on the
contrary, ftrengthiened by a greater number of exam-
ples. Who is able to reprefent the happinefs of the
- iTroglodites at this periad! A people fo juft could not
. but be dear to the gods. They learned to reverence:
. them as foon as they had a knowledge of them,..znd
- religion improved their morals, and foftened their na-
» tural Toughnefs. In honour of . the gods they inftituted
.Aeéafts. “The young women dreffed with flowers, and
*the youths danced to the found of rural mufic 5 then
. followed banquets, which were not:lefs joyful. than
- frugal.. In thefe affemblies pure Nature {poke; it was
here they learned to give and receive hearts ; ic was here

Q2 that
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that virgin modéfty, blufhing, ‘confeffed its alarms;
but its wifhes were foon eftablithed by the confent
‘of fathers; ‘and heré affe@ionate mothers delighted
‘themfelves with the forefight of a loving and faithful
union. They went to the temple to afk -the favour of
the gods ; it was not for riches, or a burdenfome fu-
‘perfluity 3 fuch kind of withes were unworthy-tobe de-
fired by the happy Troglodites, except only for their
fellow-countrymen. They only bowed before the altars
to” pray for the health of their parents, the unity of their
brethren, the affe€ion of their wives, and the love and
obedience of their children. Maidens came thither to
offer up the tender facrifice of their hearts, and that they
‘might make a Troglodité¢ happy was the only favour
they afked. When the flocks at evening left the fields,
and the weary- oxen returned home with the plough,
then thefe happy people met together, and, during a
frugal repaft, fang the crimes of the firft Troglodites,
and their punifhment ;* and the revival of virtue with-a
new race: They alfo fang the power of the'gods,
their favour,- ever- prefent to thofe who worthip them,
and their inevitable difpleafure at thofe who fedrthem
not : theyafterwards defcribed the pleafures of a rural
life, and the happinefs with which innocence is always
adorned. They foon after refigried themfelves to a
repofe’ never interruptéd by -any cares -Or uneafinefs;
Nature equally ‘provided for ‘their cares and ‘their-plea-
fures, In this happy country, covetoufnéls Was -tn-
known : they made prefents-to-each- other;- and-the
donor always fuppofed he had-the advantage.'The
Troglodites ever corfidered themielves as one family 3
their  fAocks were mingled  together; and - thé “anly
trouble they excufed themfelves was that of feparating
them. o ‘ R

-‘Erzeron, the 16th-of the moon of
;- sthe fecond Gemmadi, 371314 . o x o

-
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‘L ETTER XIL
Uftb:k {é the Same.

“T'HE virtue of the Troglodites is what I cannot
fpeak "to thee enough of. One of them once faid :
« My father to-morrow fhould labour in the ficld, I
will rife’ two hours before him, and when he comes in-
to the field he thall find all his work done.”—Another
faid to himfelf: < My fiter feems to like 'a young
Troglodite, a reldtion‘of ours, I muft fpeak to my fa-
ther, that he may terminate it by a marriage.” —Ano-
ther Being told, that fome robbers had carried off his
herd,” % I'am very foiry, faid he, fcf there was a white
héiii’e’f;"which I'intended to have offered up-to the gods.”
~—Angthsr was once heard faying;  I'muft goto the
temple toreturn the gods thanks, that nly brorher, wha
15-{o gredtly beloved by my father, and who is fo dear
t6”mic,’ has recovered his health,”—Or elfe: « Ad:
joinifrg t6 4 field 6f my father’s there is another, and
thofe Who work in it are continnally éxpofed to the heat
of the fun ;-1 muft-plant fome trees there, thar thof@
pobr ‘men may fometinies reft them(¢lves under the fha-
dot of them.””—OCne time, feveral Troglodits being
togethér, anelderly man reproached a younger, whom hé
fufpeded of having commirted a bafé alion : ¢ Wedo
not think he has cone fuch an action, faid the others,
but if he has, may his death Lappen.the laft -of his fa-
mily !—A Troglodite being informed; that fome ftran-
ger had pillaged and carried every thing off, replied, ¢ 1
could wilh'the gods .would give them a longer ufe of
them than | have had, were they not unjuft men.”’—
Such great profperity was not regered without envy.
The neighbouring people gathered together, and, ungder
a frivalous pretence, tetermined to:taKe awdy their
focks. ' As-foon a$ this refolution was known, the
Troglodites fent ‘ambafladors to them, who addreffed

- Q3 them
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them to this purpofe: * What have the Troglodites
done to you? Have they taken away your wives, ftolen
our cattle, or ravaged your country? No; we are
Juft, and fear the gods. What then do you demand of
us? Would you have wool to make you clothes?
‘Would you have the milk of our fiocks, or the fruits
of our lands ? Lay down your arms, come among.us,
and we will give you all thefe;- but we-fwear by that
which is moft facred, that if yeu cnter our lands as-ene-
mies, we will treat you as wild "beafts,””—This addrefs
was treated with contempt, and the favage people en-
tered armed into the country of the Troglodites, who,
they fuppofed had no other defence belides their inno-
cence, Butthey were well prepared for a defence ; they
had placed their wives and children in the midft of them,
and were furprifed at the injuftice; but not difmayed at
the numbers of ‘their enemies. Their hearts were
feized with a freth ardour-; one would lofe his life for
his father, another for -his wife and children; this for
his brethren, and that for his friénds, and all-of them
for their country, ‘The place of him who was killed
was 'ipftantly taken by another, who' befides the com-
mon caufe had alfo a private death to revenge. Such
was -the combat between injuftice: and virtue. Thefe
‘bafe people, who fought nothing but the fpoil, were
not- athamed to fly, and fubmit to the virtue of ‘the
‘Troglodites, and even without being touched with a
fenfe of it. o o
‘Brzeron the oth of ¢hemoon. - 1 -
. of thead Gemq;afi.i,i e

LETTETR xiv
- Ufbek #o 2ke qubu,
AS thefé people, - the ‘Tréyglc;ditéé,'evcry day‘:g'rtw
more numerous, they thought ‘it neceflary to elect

a king; they determined to offer ‘the crown to bim
v who

J
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who was the moft juft; and caft their eyes on one
venerable for his age, and a long. courfe of virtue ; but
he would not attend the affembly, and retired to his
" @wn ‘houfe with a heart opprefled with grief. They
then fent deputies to bhim, 0 acquaint him of the
ghoice they had made of him. ¢ The gods forbid, faid
he, that 1 fhould fo wrong the Troglodites, as that
they fhould believe that there is not a. more juft perfon
-among them than myfclf. You offer me the crown, apd
-1f you will abfolutely have it t1q be fo, I muft accept
it.; -but be affured 1 fhall die of grief, at having -leen
the. Troglodites born -free, now. to fee them bscome
fubjet.”’—Ar, thefe words he lamented with a“towent
~of tears. ¢ Miferable day! faid he, why have I lived
Jolong 2 - Then cried he, in a fevgrer accent,. L very
_well perceive what is- the.caufe, O ye Troglodites ; your
~¥irtue begins to-be top heavy for you.. Inthe ftate you
-are; without a head, you are copitraiged to-be virgpous
in {pite of yourfclves,.or you cannot fubfift,- bug muft
fink into the miferies of your anceftors.., But this
~feems too hard :a yoke for you'; you like better 1o be
fubjet to a king, and.to obey .his laws, Jefs rigid than
.your morals. You.know that then you may, gratify
.your ambition, - gain .giches, and.languith. in. {lothful
laxury, and, provided you-avoid falling;into great
- crimes, you will have:no want of wirtue.” . He ceafed
. a little,, and his .tears flowed more than ever.—** And
what do you expeét me to do? How can it be that [
fhould command a Troglodite any thing? Would you
“have him a& virtuouly becaufe 1 command -him, which
he would do wholly of himfelf without tie; and purcly
from a natural ‘inclination ?...Oh. Traglodites, 1 am at
the end of ‘my d4ys, my blood is frozen in ‘my veins,
1 fhall foon go to revifit your holy anceftors; why
would you have me afflit them, and why muft I be
. ‘obliged to inform them that 1. lefs you under any_ other
- yoke than ghat of .virtue . = . 7 | . .
Erzeron, the yoth of the moon of . .. ., .

the 2d Gemmadi, 5713, ° T e
Q4 LET-



ot oo wn g L

232 PERSIAN LETTERS,

¥

LETTER XV, .4

The firft- Eunuch 1o Jaron, - the Black Eunucb, at
\ . Erzeron. N . .

I PR A Y heaven .that jt. may bring thee back to
thefe parts, and defend thee from all danger, Though
I have fcarcely ever been fenfible of that engagemcnt
which is called friendfhip, and am entirely {wallowed
up in myflf, 'yet thou haft however made me feel
that I have a heart, and at the fame time that 1. was as
brafs to the. reft of the flaves who lived .under my
command, ‘I faw with. plealure thy infancy grow up.
The time when my mafter caft his eyes on thee ap-
proached.. Nature had not then infpired thee with its
dictates, when the iron feparated thee from what is
natural. . I will not confefs .whether 1 bewailed thee, or
whether 1 was fenfible. of, the pleafure of feeing thee.
brought into the fame. condition with myfelf. I.ap-
peafed thy tears and thy cries. . I imagined I faw thee
undergo, a fecond birth, and pafling frem a ftate of
fervitude,,.in which thou muft always have obeyed,. to
.engage in;one in which thou oughteft always to com-
mand.. I tgok upon myfelf the care of thyﬂéducaﬂqq.
That feverity, which is..ever infeparable from inftruc-
tion, kept thee long ignorant, that thou; waft dear to
-me. - However, thou: waft fo-to.me ; and I affure thee
:that T-Joyed thee as a fasher loves his fon, if the wg;(fs,
Jfather and  fon, are compatible with our conditjon.
Thou art to_pafs thropgh countries inhabited- by Chrif-
tians, who have never -belieyed : it is_impoffible but
_that thou muft there contract. fome impurities.. How

- can the; prophet behold thee in the midft of fo many
‘millions of his enemies ? I with my mafter,, on his re-
turn, would, undertake "a_pilgrimage to Mgrca';  you
would be purified in that land of angels, .= .

From the ferag'io, the I;Dth of
the moon Gemmadi, 1711.

"LET-



PERSIAN LETTERS, 233

.LETTER XVL

Ufbek 10 Mollak Mehemet Ali, Guardian of the Three
Tombs, at Com,

WHY' doft thou live, divine Mollak, in the
tombs ? Thou art better made for the abode of the
ftars. Thou doubtlefs hideft thyfelf through fear of
obfcuring the fun ; thou haft no fpots like that ftar, yet
like him thou art covered with clouds. Thy know-
ledge 1s an abyfs deeper than the ocean; thy wit more
piercing than Zufagar, the fword of Hali, which -had
two points 3 thou art acquainted with what- paffes in
the nine choirs of the celeitial powers. ;| Thou readcit
the Koran on the breaft of our holy prophet, and when
thou findeft any obfcure paffage, an angel, at his com-
mand, fpreads his rapid wings, to deicend - from the
throne, to reveal to thee the fecret. I may, by thy
means, have an intimate correfpondence with the fera-
phim, for; -in fhort, thou thirteenth Iman, arc thou
ot the centre. where heaven and earth meet, the point
‘of communication between. the abyfs and the empyreal
heaven ? . I am. in the middle of a profang people ; per-
‘mit. thac-1 may- purify myfelf with thee; foffer me 10
turn my -facer towards -thy :holy place. where. thou
dwelleft.: . Diftinguith me. from the wicked, as. the
white thread-is diftinguithed from. Ehg:‘,b,lg.clg 3. at the
rifing of ' Aurora, aid mewith thy councils 5 take care
of my foul ; make it to drink of the fpirit of the pro-
phats ; feed it with the fcience of Paradife, and permit
that"l difplay its wounds.at thy feet. . Addrefs thy
‘holy- letters to me at Erzeron ; where 1 fhiall continue
fome months,:. L D
Erzeron, the x1th of the moan
‘of the 20 Gemmadi, 1711,

LET-
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LETTE R xvn. SRR
Ufbek 20 the Same ( '

I CANNOT, divine Moﬂak quxet my 1mpa~
tience ; 1 know not how to wait for thy fublime an-
fwer: 1 have-doubts whict muft be fatisfied 5 I perceive
that my reafon wanders;  reftore it to the rlghr path ;
enlighten me, thou fource of . llght Y drive -away, with
thy divine pen, the difficulties I am now gaing to pro-
pale to.thee ; make me commiferate m !clf and even
blufh at the queftions I am about_to. a Why docs
-oyr. legiflator reftrain- vs from {wine’s ﬂclh and from
all thofe meats which he calls unclean ? Why are, we
forbidden to touch a corpfe-2- And why, for the pu,nﬁo
cation of our fouls, are we cpmmandcd contmuaily to
wath our bodies ? thefe things : appeay .to"me (0 pe, in
:themfelves, peither pure. nor”impuic 3 for that | they
“thould be rendered fuch by any- inherent quality | in them,
"1 cannot conceive, Dirt appears filéhy ta us, ‘only
“caufe itis offenfive to our fight, o to- fome other af
‘.our fenles, yet in idelf it is no more fo than gold or
diamonds. “The jdeaof filthinefs contralted by rouch-
-ing a dead body, arifes only from.a certain fepugnance
"which ‘we have to.it. . If the bodies of thofe who do not
_wafh themfelves, neither’ nﬁ'ended .out Tmell.nor ficht,
“how couild we imagine them o be impure? T hem?dre
“the fenfes, divine Mollak,” ought to be thc only _]%,d res
" of the: pumy or impirity of ‘things 5 yet, as_the famc
“objeds do not affftt all men in the fame mannei:,
: that wehich yields'an agreéable fenfation to fome, dffords
_an unpleafant one te othcm, it follows that the evidehte
of our fenfes cannot in this cafe Terve as a'rule;, unt;fs
we allow that each petfon, .may,, accordmg to his own
fancy, determi ,t , point, and diftinguifh, for What
“relates to himielf, what things are pure’ or impure.

But would not. ths, divine..Mollak, overturn all the
R diftinctions .
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diftinétions eftablifbed by our holy prophet, and the
fundamenta! points of that law which was written by
the fingers of angels?

Erzeson, the zoth of the moon
of the 2d Gemmoadi, 1955,

L ETTER XVIL
Mollak Meheret Ali 7o Utbek, a¢ Erzeron, -

THOU art always offering queftions which havea
thoufard times been propofed to our holy prophet.
‘Why doft thou not read the traditions of ‘the dottors?
‘Why doft thou not go to:that pure fountain of all in-
telligence ? Thou wouldeft there find all thy doubts

-refolved.  Unhappy man ! who art continually embar-
_raffed with worldly things ; having never fixed thy at-
tention on the things of heaven; and who reverenceft
the order of the Mollaks, without daring to embrace
- or follow it ! profane beings! who never enter into the
_{ecrets of the Eternal 3 your ligits refemble "the dark-
nefs of the abyfs, and the reafonings of your mind-are
as the duft, which your feet throw up when the fun
reaches the meridian in the fcorching month of
Chahban. Nor does the zenith of your underftand-
ing reach to the nadir of the meaneft Imaum. Your
.vain philofophy is that lightning which foretels tem-
pelts and darknefs ; thop art in the midft of the florm,
. and carried to and fro with every.gut of wind, The
folution of your difficulty is very eafy 3 fiothing more
. Is neceflary but to relate to you what one day happened
to our holy prophet, when being tempted by the
- Chriftians, and tiied by the Jews; he’ eﬂualiy con-
. founded each of themi. Abdias Ibefalon®,’ thé Jew,
afked the propher, why God had prohibited the cating

© - 7¢-A NMahometan traditione -

of
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of Iwing’s. fleth? ¢ Not  without reafon, rcphed Ma-
homet, -t is an unclean ammal and that 1t is. fol wdl
zn.ﬁanrly convince you.”” "He moulded fome dirt in his
hand into the figure of 2 man, threw it upon the
ground, and cued ¢ Arife thqu'! P Immediately.a man
arofe, and faid, ¢ I am Japhet, the fon-of Noah.” : To
whom the holy prophet faid, ¢ Was thy hair as white at
the time of thy death ?** ¢ No, replied he; but when
thou didRt-awake me, ‘T thought the day of judgment
was come, and I felt o great a terror, that my hair
was chanbed to whitein 4 moment.>~*'Now relate to
me, faid the Sent of God, the entire hiftory of what
happened in Noali’s ark . Japhet obeyed, and gave an
exadt adcount of ‘the events of thé firft months, ’and
then continued as follows :* «¢ All'thé dudg of the beafts
we caft o' one fide of''thé ark, which’ madc it lean fo
much, that we were all terrrbly fnghtenéd efpetially
our:fiwives, who made an horrible lamentation. " Ouf
fathier Noah, having tiken counfel-of God, he ordered
him to'remove che’ ‘elephiant to that part,” ‘and to turn’
his ‘head ‘toward“the-fide ‘which leaned.’ This huge
gnimal ‘rhade fuch® plcrmful evacuatiols thir a’hog was
produced from thei.”: - Doft thou not blieve, Utbek,
that from this timé-se have abftaified-fronithis animal,
and regarded it 45 ‘ickéan * Butl as'this'hog wallowed
daily i the dungy hei railed “fuch 4 ferich n‘the’ éFk,
that. he himfelf could-itot’ help- fncezmg"‘ and -a ratféll
fronf his nofe, which “immediately- Ghawtd-evéry thuitr
besmet with, and” theteby:He BeCarme 'fd*m"ro)erablé to
Noah; that he - onée-tidte thought ithiécefary to éoﬁ‘—v
fulti Godi' - He' érdered him'® to ‘ﬁnke ‘theé lion 4 great
blow: onvhis foreliead, who' alfo dneezed; dnd' from his
nofe feaped-a cat.  Doft 'thou not-beliéve-thele-aritnals
alfo to'be uncleart - Flow dies it appear td thee ? T’hcré-‘
fore>wheén- thou ! dofk Aot comprcfhenﬁ th¥ reifon why
certmrp thmgs art: tinclean, it is' bt‘:cauft thou art tonq-

; o
TS

* Thls i8 hkewxfe a Mahomctan tradition.
” samomr LT N e
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rant of many othér things, ‘and haft not a knowledge
d‘ﬁ:rf‘whar.’has‘p“éffed between Ged,' the angels, and men.
“Thou knoweft not the hiftory of etermity ;° thou haft
not read the books which were written in heaven 5 thar
which hath been révealed to'thee'is only 2 fmall portion
of the divine library ; even’ thofe who, like us,”have
‘approached much _npearer, fo'as td be in this kind of
life, ‘are neverthelefs in obfcurity and darknefs, Fare-
wel. May Mahomet be in thy heart. ’ -

Com, the laft day of the
- moon Chakban, 1711. L

LETTER XX
‘Uﬂ;)ek to bis Friend Ruftan, as pral;an.

« AT Tocat we continued but eight days ; after a
journey of -fivé and thirty days, we -reached Smyrna.
‘Between Tocat ‘'snd Styrna we faw only one city,
:which merited thatfizme. I was furprifed.to fee the weak
ftate of the Ofmalin empire: -This- diftempered body
does not fupport itfelf by a mild and temperate govern-
ment, but by fuch violent remediés as inceflantly ex-
hauft and deftroy it. The bathaw¢, who procure their
employments only by the power of money, enter thofe
provinces in a ruined condition, and ravage them as
conquered countries. ~ An’ infolent’ militia, fubject
only.to its. own caprice; the towns difmantled, - the
cities deferted; the country” defolatéd, the colture” of
-the- land and commerce . entirely  negleCted, Uader
this fevere government impunity reiges ; the Chriftians,
who cultivate the Jands, and the. Jews, "who, calledt
the mribute, ars.expofed to a-thoufand outrages. The
.preperty of, the lands is uncertain, and, cenfegliently
the defire of increafing their value diminifhe "y as nel-
ther title nor -pofieffion are-a, fufficient.fecurity againhﬂ:
T - the
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.the caprice of thofe who have the government. - Thefe
barbarians have fo far abandoned the arts, that they
have even negle@ed the military .art. Whilft - all
Europe grows daily more refined, they remain in their
ancient ignorance, and rarely think of i improving by
their new inventions, till they have been a thoufand
times employed againft- them. They have gained
no experience at fea ; -no ikill in naval affairs ;. a mere
handfu] of Chnﬁxans, the poficflors of a barren
rock ®, are a terror to the Ottoman race, and diftrefs
their whole empire. It is with anxiety they fuffer the
Chriftians, always laborious and enterprifing, to carry
on for them that. commerce for which themfelves are
.unfit; they imagine they are granting a favour,
‘when they permit thefc foreigners to enrich themfelves,
"Through this vaft extent of country that I have paf-
fed, Smymna is the.only rich ‘and powerful city that
1 have obferved; it is the Europeans that have ren-
.dered it fuch, and it is.no fatlt-of che Turks that it is
.not. in. the fame miferable. conditign with the others.
See, dear Ruftan, a jult rep:efcntmon of this. empire,
. which in lefs than twe centuries will be the theatrc of
mumph 10 fome new ;onqucror. e o

smyrna, thg ad of the moon
Rahmm. :7:: ’

L E T T E R XX
Ufbek fo Zachl, b:.r W fe, at the: Serag?m at] fpaham

T HO U haﬁ offcnded me, Zachx, 1 fce? ‘emotiohs
in- my heart at which you ought to tiemble, if the dil-
tance 1 am-at-did not afford ‘thee time to alter thy ‘con-
dud, ard allay the exceflive jealoufy ‘with which 1-am
tormented, 1 am mformcd that you were catched alonc

® Thefearg probably the kigh'a cf Malss .. h
‘Wit
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‘with- Nadir, -the white eunuch, whofe head- fhall pay
‘for his infidelity and treachery. Ho# ¢ould you for-
-get'youirfelf fo far "as'not to be fenfible thatiit is not al-
-lowed you to receive a white eunuch into yotir chamiber,
whilt you have black ones appointed’to ferve you?
“Your'may fay what you will to me; that thefe eunuchs
are not men ;. and that your virtue raifes you above-zll
thoughts that an imperfe® Tikénefs might give birth
to. - This is not fufficient eitherfor you, er for me;
not for you, becaufe you have-done what the laws of
-the feraglio forbid ; -nor for‘me, i that you rob me of
'my honour, in-expofing yourfelf 1o the looks 3 to the
looks, did I fay? ‘it may be, to the attempts of a traitor,
-who may have defiled you by ‘his crimes, and yet more
by the repinings of his defpair, and of his impotence,
Perhaps you will fay,  that you have always continued
‘faithful. How had ‘you a power to be otherwife ? How
could you deceive the vigilance of thofe black eunuchs,
-who are aftonifhed at--the life you lead? How could
you break through- thofe bolts-and doors with which
~'you are locked up? You glory.in a virtue which is not
‘free, and perhaps 'your impure defires have robbed you
a thoufand times of the merit and value of that.fidelity
of which you fo much boaft. I will admit that you
have not done all thar 1 might reafonaply fufpets “that
this traitor has not laid his facrilegious hands upon you ;
that you have refufed ro indulge him with a fight of
the delights .of his mafter ; that, ¢covered with your
habit, you let that weak barrier between you and him
remain ;- that, ftruck wich a.revereptial awe, he caft
his eyes to the ground ; that, failing in his courage,
+ he trembled at the chaltifement he was peepariag for
himfelt.  Though all this fhould; be true, it is nevet-
thelefs- fo, that you have a@ed contracy ro your duty.
- And if you have broken through yayy duty for nothing,
« without fulfilling your irreguiardelires; what wouid
you have done to gratify them ? What would you do,
if you could leave that facred place, which frems to

you
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you a melancholy prifon, though it is an’happy-afylum
to0 your companions againft the attacks of vice ; an holy
temple, wherfe your fex lofes its weaknefs, and finds it-
felf invincible, in oppofition to all the difadvantages of
nature?” What iwould you do, if, abandoned to your-_
felf you had no other defence but your love to me,
which is fo grievoufly injured, and your own duty,
which you have fo balcly acted againft ? How facred are
the manners” of the country*in which you live, which
fecure you from the attempts of the meaneflt flaves!
You eught to thank me for the reftraint I make you
live under, ‘fince it is by that only that you even merit
to live. The chief of the eunuchs is intolerable -to
you, becaufe he is always attentive to your condu@, and
affords you his fage advice. You cannot look at-him,
you fay, without uneafinefs;~becaufe he is fo extremely
ugly, asif the handfomeft objects fhould be appointed
to fuch kind of pofts as his. The not having in his
place the white eunuch, who dithonours you, is what
affli¢tsyou. But what has your chief flave done to you?
She has told you, that the familiarities you take ‘with
young Zclida are not decent ; this is the caufe of your
averfion. I ought, Zachi, to be a feveré judge, but
1 am a kind hufband, who defire to find you innocent.
The Jove I bear to Roxana, my new fpoufe, has not
deprived me of that tendernefs which T ought-to enter-
tain *for ‘you, who are not lefs beautiful: I divide my
love between you ‘two, and Roxana hath no other ad-
vantage but what beauty receives from the addition of
virtue. ‘ SRR BCHI

1

Smyrna, the x2th of the
. moon Zilcade, 1711.-

LE T-
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LETTER XXL
Utbek, to the chief White Eunuch,

WHEN you open this letter you ought to tretn-
ble; or rather you ought to have done fo when you
permiitted the treachery of Nadir. You who, in 4 cold
languithing old ag¢, may not glilltlefs raife your eyes
to the dreadful objets of my love; you, to°whom it
is nevér allowed to put your facrilegious foot over the
‘thréfhold of the tremendous place whitch coficeals them
from the view of evety huiman eye ; you fuffer thole
whole conduét is iritrufted to your care to do what you
‘have not boldnefs enough to do yourfelf§ and are you
not feifible of the thunder juft ready to bréak on you
and them? And Wwhdt are you but vile inftruments
which I ¢ari deftroy accotding to my humour, who exift
only as long as you obey ; who weré borh only to live
under my laws, or to die at my pleafure ; who do not
breathe longer than my happinefs, my love, and even
my Jedloufy, have need of your fervility 3 in fhort; who
have no other portion but fiibmiffion, no other will bit
iny pleafure, and ho hope but my happinefs. Some of
my wives, Iknow, bear with impatience the ftfict laws
of duty ; the continual prefence of 4 black Eunuch dif-
gufts them'; they are tired with thofe frightful objects
which are dppointed to cohfine their affe&tions to their
hufband ; all this I know. But you, who have taken
part in this irregularity; you fhall be punithed in fuch a
_mannet as to mdke all thofe who have abufed my confi--
dence tremble. By all the prophets in heavén, and by
Hali, the greateft of ther all, I fwear; that if you
fwerve from your duty, I will regard your life but as the

life of thofe infeéts which I crufh under my feet,

Smyrna, the 2d of the
moon Zilcade, 1711,

~ Vou. 1L R LET-
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LETTER XX
jaroﬁ io ‘the firft Eunuch.

U SBEK, in proportion as he removes further from
his feraglio, turns his mind towards thofe women who
are devoted to him: hefi ghs s he theds tears’; ;, hlS gnef
.augments; his fufpicions gain ftrength. He wants to
encreafe the. numbcr ‘of their guardxans He 'is gomg
to fend. me back aoam, with all the blacks who attend
him. His fears are ot for himfelf, but for what is
,dearer to hxm a thoufand times than himfelf. I rcturn
then to live undcr thy laws, dnd to divide thy Carés.
Alas! how many. things are neceﬂ'ar_y to the happmefs
of one man! At ‘the fame ‘inftant that patore’ placed
‘women m a depend;nt ﬁate, it feemcd to deliver them
from it; dlforder arofe between the two fexes, becaufe
their nghrs were mutual The pIan of harmony ‘we
have engaged in is new': we have put hatred between
.the women and us, love betwcen the men and 7 wonien.
My brow is becoming ftern, I fhall contract a gloomy
air, joy fhall fly f?enl my lips. T fhall outwardly ap-
.pear calm, .and my mind difturbed. I fhall fiot wait
dor the wrinkles of old age to fhew 'its pecwﬂmers I
,fhould have taken pleaﬁ]re n attcndmg my maﬁcr to
the weft, but ,my will is his ‘property. He Wil have
‘me guard his women; I will watch them faxthfuﬂy 1
‘know how [ ought to carry myfelf with the fex, “which,
when not allowed to be 'vain, ‘becomes proud 3 and
which it is more ealy to deftroy thin to humble. T pro-
ftrate myfelf in thy prefence.

Smyrna, the 1ath of the
moan Zilcade, 3711,

LET-
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LETTER XXIHL
Utbek 70 &is Friend 1bben, a¢ Smyrna.

AFTER a fail of forty days, we have reached
Leghorn, It is a new city, a .proof of the grear ge-
nius of the dukes of Tufcany, who have raifed the
moft flourithing city in Italy from a marfhy village.
Here the women are greatly indulged: they may look

-at men through certain windows, called jealoufies ; they
may go out every day, accompanied only by fome old
women ; -they wear only a fingle veil*. Their bro-
thers-in-law, uncles, and nephews may vifit them ; at
which the hufband is fcarcely ever offended. The firft
view of a Chriftian city is a great -fight to a Mahome-
tan, I do not-mean fuch things as at firft view ftiike
every- {peétator, as the difference -of buildings, drefs,
-and. principal cuftoms ; there is, even to the minuteft
.thing, a fingularity which:I-know not how to defcribe,
though'l can feel it. We- fet ‘out for Marfeilles to-
morrow.; -our-continuance there will be fhort ; for Ri-
-ca and [ defign to go immediately to Paris, which is the
-feat.of the European.empire.  Great cities are always
:the.defired objects of <travellers ; -for they are a kind
-of common country to all ftrangers.  Farewel ; be af-
fured'] fhall -always-love you.

Leghorn the 12th of the ’
moon Saphar, 1712.

"* The Perfian women_wear four,

R 2 LET.
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L ETT E R XXIV.
~ Rica #o Ibben, 4 Smyrna.

W E have been this month at Paris, and all the

- while in a continual motion,  There is a good deal
- to be done before one can be fettled, meet with all the
perfons one has bufinefs with, and procure every thing

neceflary, all which are wonted at once.  Paris is as

large as lfpahan. One would imagine the houfes were

only inhabited by aftrologers, they are fo lefty. - Thou

wilt eafily judge, that a city built in the air, which

has fix or feven houfes one on another, muft be ex-

tremely populous, and that when all this world of peo-

ple are come down into the ftreets, there muft be a

fine bultle. Thou wilt not, perhaps, believe, that dur-

ing the month I have been here, I have not yet feen

one perfon a walking. - There is no people in the world

who make better ufe of their machines than the French;

.they run; they fly ; the flow carriages of Afia, the
regular pace of our camels, would make them fall

afleep, As for my ewn part, who am not made for

fuch expedition, and who often go on foot without al-

tering my pace, Ifam.fometimes as mad as a Chriftian;

- for, paffing over the fplathing me from head to foot,
I cannot pardon the punches of elbows, which I receive

regularly and periodically, A man comes behind-

me, and paffes me, turns me half round, and ano-

ther who croffes me on the other fide, ~in an inftant

returns me back again into my firft place; and 1 am

.more bruifed before I have walked a hundred paces than
if I had travelled ten leagues. Thou muft not expeét

that 1 can as yet give thee a perfet account of

the European manners and cuftoms; I have myfelf

only a faint idea of them, and have fcarcely had mhore

than.
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than time to wonder. The king of France is the moft
puiffant prince in Europe. He has not, like his
neighbour the king of Spain, mines of gold ; but his
riches are greater than his; for he fupplies them from
the vanity of his fubje&s, more inexhauftible than thofe
mines. He has engaged in, and fupported, great wars,
without any other tund than the fale of titles of hon-
our, and his troops have been paid, his towns forti-
fied, and his fleets fitred out, by a prodigy of human
pride. This prince is, befides, 2 great magician; he.
exercifes his empire even over the minds of his fubjelts,
and makes them think as he pleafes. If he has buc
only a thoufand crowns in his treafury, and has occa-.
fion for two, he nceds only tell them that one crown
1s worth two, and they believe it. If he has a difficult
war to maintain, and has no money, he has only to
put it inte their heads that a piece of paper is money,
and they are prefeatly convinced of the truth of it. He
even goes fo far as to make them believe that he can
cure them of all kinds of evils by touching them; fo
great is the power and influence which he has over their .
minds. ‘Thou needeft not be aftonithed at what 1 tell
thee of this prince ; there is another magician more
powerful-than he, who is no lefs mafter of his mind
than he is of thefe of others. This magician is call=d.
the Pope : fometimes he makes him believe, that the
bread which he eats is not bread, or that the wine whi:h.
ke drinks is not ‘'wine, and a thaufand other things of
the fame nature. And, to keep him always in breath,
and that he may not lofe the habit of believing, he gives
him, from time to time, to exercife him, certain arti-
cles of faith. It is two years fince he fent him a large
fcroil, which he called conflitution, and would needs
oblige, uader great pena'ties, this prince and all his
fubjects, to believe every thing it contained. He fuc--
veeded with the king, who inftantly fubmitted, and fet
R 3 an
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an example to his fubjeéts; but fome among them re-
volted, and declared they would believe nothing of all
that was contained in the fcroll.  The women are the
movers of this tebellion, which divides the whole court,
all the kingdom, and every family in it. This confiita-
tion prohibits the women reading a book, which all the
Chriftians fay was brought down from heaven; which
is properly their Koran. The women, enraged at this
affront offered to their fex, raife all theif force againft
the conftitution they have gained the men to their party,
who, on this occalion, will not receive their privilege.
The Mufti, it muft be owned, does not reafon amils;
and, by the great Hali, it muft be, that he has been
inftructed in the principles of our holy faith; for, fince
the women are an inferior creation to ours, and our pro-
phets inform us, that they will not enter into Paradife,
for what end- fhiould they corcern themfelves in reading
a book, which is only defigned to teach the way to Pa.
radife? Some miraculous ‘[thS I have heard related
to the king, which I doubt not but you will hefitate to
believe. It is faid, that whilft he made war agein& his
nexghbours, who were all leagued againft hlm, he had
in his kingdom an infinite number of enemies, wkho

furrounded him, They add, that he fearched for
them above thirty years, and that, notwithftanding the
unwearied pains of forne dervifes, who have his confi-
dence, he could never difcover one. They live with
him ; are in his court, in his capital, in his troops, in
his tribunalsy yet it is faid, he will have the mortifi-
cation to die without finding one of them.  They may
be faid to have a general exiftence, and tohave nothing
of individuality ; 1t is a body, but without members.

Doubtdfs it is heaven that would punifh this-prince,
for not having been fufficiently ‘moderate towards ‘his
conquered enemies, fince it hath raifed iip againft him
invifible ones, whofe ‘genius and appointment are fupe-

rior to his own. 1 fhall continue to write to you, and
to
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to acquaint you with thlngs extremely remote from the
character and genius of the Perfians. It is indeed the
fame earth that bears“us botli; yet the mén of the
country in which I live, and thofe of that which thou
inhabitet, are very different kinds of mien,

Paris, the 4th of the moon of
t&ng a‘.:{ Rchjal‘x, xjgz.

L ETTER XXV
Utbek 20 Ibben, af Smyrna.

I HAYV E received a letter from thy nephew Rhe-
di, who acquaints me with his defign to fee ltaly, and
that the fole viéw of his voyage is to improve himfelf,
and thereby to render himfelf more worthy of thee. 1
congratulate thee, on’having a ncphew who will one
day “be the comfort of thy old age. Rica writes thee a
long letter ; he tells me that he gives thee a ]arorc ac-
count of this country. The qmcknefs of his under-
ftandiog makes him apprebend every thing with eafe ;
as to me, who conceive-more {lowly, I cannot at- pre-
fent inform thee of any thing. Thou art the fubjeét of
our moft tender converfations ; we can never talk enough
of the kind reception you aﬁ'ordcd us at Smyrna § nor
of the friendfhip thou renderedft us. Mayeft thou,
generous Ibben, find every where friends, as grateful
and as faithful as we! May I foan fee thee again, and
once more enjoy.with thee thofe happy days, which
pafs fo {weetly between J:wo,fuends. "Farewel,

Paris, the ¢'h of the moon
cf the 2d Rebxab, 17:2

- R 4 LET-
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LETTER XXVL
Utbek 20 Roxana, af the Seraglio at praﬁan.

HOW happy art theu, Roxana, to be in the
delightful country of Perfia, and not in thefe poifoned
climes, where neither virtue nor modefty are known !
How happy art thou!’ Thou liveft'in my feraglio, as in
the abode of innocence, fecure from the ateempts of
a!l mankind ! 'you, with pleafure, " experience a happy
inability to go aftray ; never did man pollute you
with his lafcivious looks ; during the freedom of fefti-
vities even your father-in-law never faw your fine
mouth; you never neglected to cover it with a holy
veil. Happy Roxana! whenever you have gone into
the country, you have always had eanuchs to march
before, to punifh with death the temerity of thofe who
did not fly from your fight. Even 1 myfelf, to whom
heaven gave you to make me happy, how much trouble
have I had to render myfelf mafter of that treafure,
which ‘with fo much conftancy you defended! How
diftrefling to me, during the firtt days of our marriage,
not to fee you! And how impatient when I had beheld
you! Yet you would not fatisfy it ; on the contrary you
increafed it, by the obftinate - refufals of your bathful
alarms ; you did not diftinguith me from all other men,
from whom you are always concealed. Do you re-
collcé the day I loft yov among your flaves, who be-
. trayed me, and hid you from my fearchés ? Do you re-
member another time, when, finding your tears- in-
fufficient, you engaged the authority of your mother,.to
flop the eagernefs of my love?” Do you remember,
when every other. refource failed you, thofe you found
in your own courage? You took a dagger, and
threatened to facrifice a hufband who loved you, if he
perfifted in requiring of you what you prized more than
' i your
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your hufband himfelf. Two months paffed in the
ftruggle between love and modefty. You carried your
modeft fcruples too far; you did nor even fubmic
after you were conquered. You defended to the laft
moment a dying virginity ; you regarded me as an
enemy who had done you a wrong, not as a hufband
who had loved you; you was above three months be-
fore you could look at me without a blufh; your bath-
ful looks feemed to reproach me with the advantage I
had taken. I did not enjoy even a quiet pofleflion; you
deprived me of al] thofe charms and graces that you
could; and without having obtained the leaft favours,
I was ravithed with the greateft. If yowr education
had been in this country, here you would not have
been fo troublefame. The women here have loft all
modefty ; they prefent themfclves before the men with
their faces uncovered, as though they would demand of
them their defeat; they watch for their looks; they
fte them in their. mofques, their public walks, and
even by themifelves ; the fervice of eunuchs is unknown
to them, In the room of that noble fimplicity, and
that amiable modefty which reigns amongft you, a
brutal impudence prevails, to which it is impoffible to
be accuftomed. Yes, if thou wert here, Roxana,
you would be enraged at the wretched fhamefulnefs to
which your fex is degenerated; you would fly thele
polluted places, and figh for that fweet retreat, where
you find innocence, and yourfelf fecure, and where no
dangers terrify you : in a word, where you can love me
without fear of ever lofing that love for me which is my
due. When you heighten your beautiful complexion
with the fineft colours ; when you perfume your whole
body with the moft precious effences, when you deck
yourfelf with the richeft drefles, when you endeavour
to- diftinguith yourfelf from your companions by your
graceful motions in dancing, and when, by the fweetnefs
of your voice, you pleafingly difpute with them charms,

affability,
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affability, ard gaiety, I cannot imagine you have any
other objet 1o plcafc but myfelf; and when I fcc
your modeft blufh, that your eyes feek mine, that you
infinuate yourfelf into my heart by your foft allunng
ipeeches, I cannot, ROXana fufpe& your love. But
what can I think "of the E?uropnan women ? The art
which forms thenr complexion, the ornaments they ufe
in drefs, the pains which they take with their serfons,
the conftant defire to pleafe that poﬂ"eﬂ'cs them, ‘are ble-
ml(hes in their virtue, and aﬁ’ronts to their l*u{bands
Itxs not, Roxana, that I fuf] eét they carry “their in-
croachments upon virtue to fuch a length as their con-
duét might lead one to believe ; or that they carry their
defc&mn to fuch a horrid excefs that makes one trem-
ble, as really to violate the COD}Ugal vow, There are
few women abondoned enough to go this length ; they
all bear in thejr hearts a cerrain impreffion of virtue,
naturally engraved on them, which though their edu-
catjon may weakcn, it cannot deftroy. Thourrh they
may decline the external duties which modelty exa&s 3

et when about to take the laft ftep, nature returns to
their help.  Thus when we fhut you up clofely, when
we make you be guardfd by fo many flaves, when we
fo ﬁroxwly re[’cram your defires when they would range
1oo far s it is not that we fear the leaft infidelity ; buc
becaufe we know rhat purity cannot be tao great, and
that by the lealt flain it may be pol'uted. T pity you,
Roxana 3 your chaftity, fo lonor tried, merited a hul-
band who would pever have ]efr you, and who might
himfeif have fatisfied thofe defires which can be fubdued
by your virtue alone.

I’ans, the 7th day of the
moon Kegeb, ‘1712,

LET-
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L ETTER XXVIL
Utfbek #0 Neffir, at Ipahan.

W E are at prefent at Paris, that proud rival of the
city of the Sun*. 1 engaged my friend Ibben, when I
lefc Smyrna, to fend a box to thee, containing fome
prefents for thee ; by the fame means thou wilt receive
this letter. Though removed ar fo great a diftance from
him, as five or f