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PREFACE.

Tins volume presents a selection from the contents of the
eight volumes in which the works of Huldreich Zwingli, the
Reformer of German Switzerland, are preserved in the only
edition now accessible, namely, that published in Zurich between
i828 and 184z, with a supplement in i86i. Egli and Finsler's

edition in the Corpus Reformatorum is announced but will not
be finished for at least ten years. The selection has been made
purposely from those papers which had never been translated
--at least not in their entirety--into modem German or English.

These papers have been arranged in chronological order, and
when read consecutively present a documentary history of several
phases of the Zurich Reformation. They have been utilized
in my biography of Zwingli, published by G. P. Putnam's Sons,
New York city, in the series of " Heroes of the Reformation,"
and are here printed in full by the courtesy of the publishers of
the series. As appears, the translations from the Latin were
made by Mr. Henry Preble, of this city, and by Prof. George
W. Gilmore, and those from the Zurich German by Mr. Law-
rence A. McLouth, Professor of German in the New York

University. They will be found accurate and spirited, and I am
very proud to be able to put into the hands of the English
reader for the first time matter of so interesting and important a

character. My highest ambition is that Huldreich Zwingli may
win in this way a large number of friends. My own part in this new

volume is a very modest one. I have made the selections, sup-
plied some introductory matter, and a few notes. Those who
would like to read more of the writings of Zwingli I refer to
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,ny biography alluded to above, in which will be found Pro-
fessor McLouth's translation in full of the sermon upon fasting,
preached in the spring of t522, which was the first published
reformation document in Switzerland; and the Confession of

Faith presented by Zwingli at the Diet of Augsburg, _53o,
translated by Rev. Henry E. Jacobs, D. D., LL. D., Professor
in the Evangelical Lutheran Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. ; re-
printed by permission, from Dr. Jacobs' edition of the Book of
Concord, Philadelphia, the best edition of that impoItant collec-

tion and its accompanying documents. Also, I would say that
in i899, in CoUegeville, Pa., there appeared a translation of
Zwingti's "Christian Education of Youth," by Professor Reichen-
bach, of Ursinus College, Philadelphia. I am not aware that
there are any other accessible English translations of Zwingli's

prose writings, but in my biography appear in English many
extracts from Zwingli's correspondence and from documents
bearing upon him.

SAMUEL MACAULEY JACKSON.

NEW YORK CITY, Ai#ril 8, I9og.



INTRODUCTION.

HULDREICHZWINGLIwas born in the outskirts of the village of

Wildhaus, forty miles east by south of Zurich, in Switzerland, on

the first of January, I484. His family on both sides were peas-

ants, but persons of more or less prominence and of high char-

acter. His father was the village magistrate and his father's

brother the village priest. This uncle was in 1487 transferred to

a higher position at Wesen, upon the Lake of Walenstadt, twelve

miles to the southwest of Wildhaus, and took Zwingli with him.

So there the child received his first book learning, and then he

was sent by his uncle, who was providentially a friend of the New

Learning, to Bern, Vienna and Basel for school and university

training. In 15o6 Zwingli, who had just taken the degree of

Master of Arts at the University of Basel, became the priest of
the parish of Glarus, about seven miles south of Wesen. There

he remained ten years, and would have stayed much longer,

probably, had it not been that his very vigorous attacks upon the

mercenary military service of the Swiss, which service he recog-
nized as a disgrace to his country and a sure and swift means of

their moral ruin, awakened so much opposition on the part of the

principal families in the Canton, who were interested in hiring

out these mercenaries, that he was compelled to leave. He next

appears as preacher in the famous monastery of Einsiedeln, in

which is the Chapel of Meinrad, containing the wonder-working

wooden image of the Virgin and Child. Thousands of pilgrims

have every year for a millennium visited this sacred spot, and

among them have been the most distinguished in the Church.

When Zwingli went there he was already a fine scholar, an admired
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preacher and a recognized patriot. He inspired high and low
with respect, and easily made the acquaintance of the cardinals
and bishops and learned men who came in a continuous stream
to the shrine. He also read diligently the books he found in the
remarkably rich library of the monastery. Thus was he prepared
for the prominent part he was destined to play. Mter two years
he was called to the principal church of Zurich, and there he
maintained himself as preacher and reformer and author for the
rest of his life.

When he began his preaching in Zurich he had apparently no
profound spiritual conceptions. He was an extremely pleasant,
witty and agreeable man, and had a host of friends, for whose
advantage he was ready at any time to do his best, so that he
fastened them to himself as with hooks of steel. He was moreover

a friend of the New Learning and felt the breath of the new era.
He had been taught by Wyttenbach and Erasmus that the tradi-
tional church theology had very small basis in the Bible; had
also come to the conclusion that the Bible was the great source
of theology, so had been reading attentively the New Testament
in the original Greek, and had even begun the study of Hebrew in

order that he might get at the meaning of the Old Testament at
first hand. In his zeal to drink in the water of life from the

fountain he even had gone so far as to commit to memory the
Epistles of St. Paul in Greek. From the beginning of his Zurich
ministry he showed himself well acquainted with the text of Scrip-
tufa, and able to quote it at pleasure. He began his preaching
in Zurich with a continuous exposition of the Gospel of Matthew,
and went on to expound other blew Testament books in the same

way. Living thus in the hearing of the divine oracles, thinking
much upon their utterances, he was one of the first upon whom
the vision of the purer, more unshackled, less hide-bound church
fell. And without passing through any profound spiritual
experience, entering rather as a devout scholar than as a religious

into the temple of God, he arrived at those eoncep-



INTRODUCTION° 7

tions of the truth which bear the name of Protestant. It was his

exposure of the unbiblical character of much of the teachings
and ceremonies of the Roman Church which roused the people
of Zurich into open revolt against that church, and it was the
distressing rumor of the probable defection of the Zurich people
which was the occasion of the visit of the delegation from the
Bishop of Constance, which is described in the first paper in this
volume.

In this volume Zwingli is exhibited in various relations as
leader in reform and the defense of reform. Thus the earnest

petition (_522) which Zwingli wrote, to allow priests to marry,
showed how enforced celibacy hindered holy living. The First
Disputation (I5z3) showed the popularity of the proposed
reforms. The Marriage Ordinance (I525) is a contribution
to the history of the times. The reply to the Baptist arguments
and exposure of their social disorders (i527), for the Baptists
were the disturbers of the standing order in Zurich and fomenters
of no one end of trouble for the Reformers there and in Ger-

many, and the treatment they received, showed how far the
Reformers were from being ready to grant to others the freedom

of speech they exercised themselves. Still the Baptists were
attacked on grounds of state polity rather than religiously.

The busy life of Zwingli, on whom fell the burden of directing
the churches which received his leadership, was cut short by a
violent death. He was involved in the struggle between the
Forest cantons (Uri, Schwyz, Unterwalden, Luzem, Zug) up
amid the mountains of Northern Switzerland, which were intensely
Old Church, and the Reformed cantons (chiefly Zurich and
Bern). The former would not grant freedom to gospel preaching,
so the latter in punishment cut them off from necessary supplies,
as they could do, since they commanded the commerce of the
country. This brought matters to a crisis, and the opposing
cantons met at Cappel, only to miles south of Zurich, October
ti, 153x. Zwingli, as chief city pastor, went to the field as a
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non-combatant, although armed for defense, and perished the

same day. He was a good man, a valiant fighter for the truth

as he conceived it, and the Reformed churches, as contrasted

with the Lutheran churches, look to him as one of their great
founders,
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ZWINGLI SELECTIONS.

I. LETTER OF HULDREICH ZWINGLI TO ERASMUS

FABRICIUS ABOUT THE PROCEEDINGS, ON THE 7TH,

8TH AND 9TH OF APRIL, I52_, OF THE DELEGATES
SENT TO ZURICH BY THE BISHOP OF CONSTANCE.*

How the Reverend Lord Bishop of Constance, through his

delegates, the suffragan Melchior [Wattli], John Wanner (who,

however, I know took part in the affair against his will), and

N [icholas] Brendlin, dealt with Huldreich Zwingli, preacher at
Zurich, before the Board of Ecclesiastics and the Senate t on the

7th, 8th and 9th days of April.

ZWINGLITO ERASMUSFABRICIUS.

On the seventh day of April the before mentioned Fathers

came to our city pretty early, and I, knowing that they were

coming, was trying to discover what their design was, and yet

could not until late at night, when our beloved deacon, Henry

Lutius, came and gave me warning that the clerk, as they call

him, was getting together the whole body of priests for a meeting

* Zwingli's Works, ed. Sehuler u. Schulthess, iii., 7-16. Translated _rom
the original Latin by Mr. Henry Preble, New York city.

t I. e., City Council, hence the members in it are called councillors, but the
Latin form Zwingli used has been allowed to stand. This body was in two
parts, the Small Council, which contained only 50 members, and only half of
these were on duty at any one time, and the Great Council, also called the
Council of the Two Hundred, which included the Small Council. The Great
Council was the deciding body on all legislative matters of importance, the
Small was the exeutive committee, and both were representative bodies. The
chief officer was the burgomaster, here called the President of the Senate.
See my biography of Zwingli, pp. 42-44.
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early next morning at the usual place of assembly of the canons.
I regarded it as a happy omen that the thing had been thus neatly
set on foot by a courier both lame and without grace, and began
to consider in my mind how they were likely to begin their job.
At length I understood, as I thought, and when day dawned and
we had come together the suffragan began in the fashion that will
follow when I come to describe how the matter was carried on

before the Senate. His whole speech was violent and full of
rage and arrogance, though he took pains to hide the fact that

he had any quarrel with me. For he avoided mentioning my
name as scrupulously as if it were sacred, though meanwhile there
was nothing that he didn't say against me. When the tragedian
had finished shrieking out his part, I stepped forward, feeling
:_&atit was unbecoming and disgraceful to allow a speech which
-might do so much damage to go unrebutted, especially as I saw
_rom their sighs and their pale and silent faces that some of the

-_eebler priests who had recently been won for Christ had been
.troubled by the tirade. Therefore I made answer upon the spur
_of the moment to the words of the suffragan, with what spirit or
feeling the good men who heard me may judge. The general
gist of what I said, however, you shall hear when we come to the

proceedings before the Senate. The delegates abandoned this
wing as routed and put to flight, and hurried quickly to another,
to the Senate, namely, where, as I have learned from Senators,
the same harangue was delivered and my name was avoided in the

same way, and the Senate was persuaded not to have me sum-
moned. For they said they had no concern whatever with me.
After this the opinions varied for some time, but finally they

decided that the Commons (that is, two hundred men, called
the Greater Senate), should meet in full assembly on the follow-

ing day, and that the bishops.* of the city, of whom there are three

Zwingli uses this term of the people's priests or preachers of the three

p_dsh churches in Zurich, viz., the Great Minster, Minster of our Lady,
He explains it below.
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of us, should be warned not to be present. For nothing was

going to be said in reply to our friends, no one could contradict

so sound a speech, and so on. When I discovered this, I devoted

all my energy to getting us admitted to the meeting of the Senate

to be held on the following day. For a long time I turned every
stone in vain, for the chief men of the Senate said it could not

be done, inasmuch as the Senate had voted otherwise. Then I

began to cease my efforts and to plead with sighs to him who

heareth the groans of those in bondage not to abandon the truth,

but to come to the defense of his gospel, which he had willed to

have us preach. At length on the ninth the citizens assembled,

and loudly vented their indignation at their bishops not being

admitted, but they of the Senate which from its number is called

the Less resisted because they had voted otherwise previously.

The Greater Senate, however, compelled them against their will

to put the matter to vote, and it was decided that their bishops

should be present and hear everything_ and if need be make

answer. Thus, not, as Livy says, did the greater part prevail

over the better; for here both the greater and the better part

prevailed. And this I have allowed myself to write, not for the

sake of laying any blame upon the Lesser Senate, but to show

what plotting and underhand action can accomplish. For what

else were the delegates of the Bishop of Constance after but to

say without witnesses whatever came into their mouths before

the simple minded commons? Thanks be to God. For when the

delegates were brought into the Senate, we bishops of Zurich were

also admitted, Henry Engelhard, LED., of the nunnery, Rudolph

R6schlin, bishop of St. Peter's, and I, Huldreich Zwingli. • Then

• Henry Engelhard had been people's priest at the cathedral of Our Lady

since x496. He had also been a canon of the Great Minster, but in ISaI
resignedso that Zwinglimight be appointed. This act of disinterestednessshows
what a fine character he was. He remained ever one of Zwingli's friends.
He died in I55I , a very old man. Rudolph R6schlin, people's priest at St.
Peter's, was veryslow in accepting the Reformation, was at the time of this
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when they had been given pemfission to speak, and the suffragan
had extended to the assembly greeting and blessing from his Most
Illustrious Leader and Bishop (for this must now at least be ad-
mitted), he began with that wonderfully sweet voice of his, than
which I have scarcely ever heard one sweeter in speech. Indeed,

if his heart and brain were as good, you might say that he could ex-
cel Orpheus and Apollo in sweetness, Demosthenes and the Gracchi
in persuasive power. I should like to set down his speech in its
entirety, but I cannot, partly because he spoke in an involved
and jumbled together style, without order, and partly because so
long a speech could not, I think, be remembered even by a
Porcius Latro. But since I had my note-book at hand and took
down the main headings, in order to be able to meet and answer

them more fitly, I will fi_st put down these headings and then
subjoin what I said in reply to each of them.

With the manner of a consummate tragedian he said that
(i) certain persons were teaching new, obnoxious and seditious
doctrines (wieder w_irtig und aufrlihrig lehren, in German), to
wit : that (2) no human prescriptions and no ceremonials ought
to be regarded. If this doctrine prevailed, it would come to pass
that not only the laws of the state but even the Christian faith

would be done away with, although (3) ceremonies were a sort
of manuduc_'o or " leading by the hand " to the virtues (for he
was pleased to use this word manuductio even be[ore people who
did not understand Latin, because, no doubt, the German term
eine einleitung, " an introduction," did not seem to him strong

enough (or, if you will, fine enough). Ceremonials were in fact,
he said, a source of virtue (ein ursprung), though he afterwards
had the boldness to deny before all those witnesses that he used
the word ; (4) they were also teaching that Lent ought not to be
kept, for certain persons in this city had ventured to withdraw
from other Christians and from the Christian Church, though
this statement also he afterwards denied with as much shameless-

ness as My lord bore witness that he
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had not used thatexpression,though the whole Senatestillbears

witnessthathe used it. So persistentlydo thesepeople fancy

that theyare free to say off-handwhatever theypleaseand to

deny off-handwhat they have said,almost at the moment of

sayingit. He said(5) thattheyhad eatenmeat inLent tothe

scandalof the whole republicof Christ;though (6)this was

evidentlynot permitted by the gospels,they yet ventured to

declarethattheymight do itin accordancewith the writingsof

the Evangelistsand Apostles; they had violated(7) the decrees

of the Holy Fathersand the councils,and (8) a most ancient

custom which (9) we nevercould have kept solongifithad not

emanated from the Holy Spirit.For GamalielintheActs of the

Apostleshad said: " Let them alone_ forifthiswork isofGod,"

etc. Then he urged the Senate (Io) toremain with and in the

Church,for outsideof itno one had salvation.For (ix) the

thingswhich were being taught so wrongheadedly were being

taughtwithoutgrounds. And not havingsatisfiedhimselfinwhat

he had saidbeforeaboutceremonials,he fell(x2) tospeakingof

them again,sayingthat they were the onlymeans by which the

humbler Christianswere broughttothe recognitionof salvation,

and that itbelonged to the dutiesof the people'spriests(for

thatistheway bishopsand preachersare named now-a-daysby

those counterfeitbishops,to keep theirname sacred)to teach

the simple-minded populace that there were certainsymbols

which denoted certainthings,and that itwas theirfunctionto

explainand setforththe meaning and valuethereof. At length,

afterthe above turn in his speech,he began todiscourse(13)

upon groundsof offence,not unlearnedly,I confess,only I wish

thathe had citedashappilythethingsagainsthimselfas.thosefor

him. He added thatChristenjoinedwith asmuch emphasisas

he put upon any precept,thatoffencesbe avoided,forhe added

thatmost clearmark of indignation," Woe !" "Woe to the

world from offences!" Going back alsoto Paul,from whose

epistleshe had quoted many thingsbeforehe discoursedupon
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"Woe," he called to witness (I4) that in order not to offend

the Jews he had suffered Timothy to be circumcised. And what

he ought to have said among his first remarks about seditious

teachings, he talked on after everything else, saying (15) that

no one ought to trust his own ideas ; for that even Paul had been

unwilling to depend upon his own notions, and had gone to

Jerusalem to compare his gospel with the Apostles, etc. And

after a very beautiful peroration to his remarks he rose, and was

on the point of going away with his allies, when I addressed
them in the following terms :

" My Lord suffragan " (and in this I made an indiscreet and

ignorant enough blunder; for they tell me I should have said

" most merciful Lord," but being unskilled in polished ways I

take hold like a clophopper) " and fellow-ecclesiastics," I said

" wait, I pray, until I make explanation in my own behalf." For

that my fellow-bishops allowed me to do. To this he said : "It has

not been enjoined upon us to engage in discussion with any one."

"And I," said I, " have no intention of entering into discussion,

but what I have thus far been teaching these excellent citizens I

would willingly and gladly set forth to you who are both "learned

men and delegates sent here, so to speak, with full powers; that

the greater faith may be had in my teachihgs if you shall have

voted them right, and if not, that the opposite may take place."

" We have said nothing," said he, " in opposition to you, and

therefore there is no need for you to make explanation." But I

said: "Though you have refrained from mentioning my name,

yet all the force and power of your words were aimed and hurled

at me. For, as a matter of fact, they were dealing with me in

the style of the old gladitorial combats between Mirmillons and

Gauls, wherein the Mirmillon cried : " It is not you I am aiming

at, Gaul, it is the fish I am aiming at." So my name was kept

out of sight and not mentioned, in order that most serious

charges, if it please the gods, might be developed against me,

' " _ ingli. While we were thus contending together,
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M. Roest, President of the Senate, tried by entreaty to persuade
the men of Constance to listen, to which entreaty the suffraga_
replied that he knew with whom he should have to deal if he

listened. Huldreich Zwingli was too violent and choleric to make
any duly and moderately carried on discussion possible with him,
I answered : " What wrong have I ever done you? And what
kind of a way of doing is this, to worry so harshly and bitterly a
guiltless man who has done his duty by Christianity, and to refuse
to hear any explanation? I have always felt myself bound to

hope, unless I am mistaken (but perhaps I am mistaken), that if
any one ever came forward to contradict the truth and teachings
of the gospel, it would come to pass that the High Prelate of
Constance would rush to its aid before all others and hear the

whole case, and this by your help especially, whom he has even
now employed as delegates because of your preeminent learning.
For what would ye do if I wanted to go to him without your
knowledge? If I feared to meet you? If I refused to have
your opinion in the matter? No_, when I do nothing of the
kind, but ask your presence in order to give an account of my
faith and teachings, how have you the face to venture to refuse it?
It could not have failed to rouse suspicion if I had allowed you

to go away, even though you desired it; now when I appeal of
my own accord to your judgment and justice, do you dare to
abandon me?" Then said they : "Our Reverend Master did not
wish us to enter into a dispute with any one, so it is impossible
for us to hear you. If you wish to take any point of doctrine to
the bishop you are free to do so ; if you need anything apprize

him of it." ButIsaid: "Ibeg of you if you are not willing
from any other consideration to vouchsafe me this favour, yet
grant me this wish for the sake of our common faith, our common
baptism, and for the sake of Christ, the giver of life and salvation,
and if you may not listen as delegates, you still may as Chris-
tians." When I had thus adjured them the citizens began to
murmur in their indignation, so that at last, driven by the urgent
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_equest of the president and the unworthiness of their course,

they went back to their seats. Thereupon I began to speak in
defence of the teachings of Christ to the best of my ability, and
_ade answer to their main heads in about this fashion :

L My lord suffragan has stated that certain persons were
teaching seditious and obnoxious doctrines, but I cannot be per-
tuaded that he means this to be taken of me, who for nearly four

years now have been preaching the gospel of Christ and the
_eachings of the Apostles w_th so much energy. And yet it
Savors somewhat of this, inasmuch as he made the statement
before the Senate. For what concern were it of mine if such

teachings were preached elsewhere, provided they were not
_reached at Zurich? Therefore, since it is not likely that the
s_ragan spoke of the affairs of outsiders, it is clear that his
remarks were aimed at me. However much they disguise it, it
is evident that here is the David to whom this Nathan imputed
the wrong. But as to the gospel, it is no wonder that in one
_lace or another there should be differences between those who
cling doggedly to kvr62_toara, that is, human prescriptions, and
those who are unfriendly to the same. For Christ prophesied

inost clearly that this would come to pass, saying: " I came
not to send peace on earth, but a sword. For I am come to set

a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against
her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,
and it shall come to pass that a man's foes shall be they of his
own household." Yet there was no need of this answer either.

For Zurich more than any other of the Swiss cantons is in peace
and quiet, and this all good citizens put down to the credit of
the gospel.

2. As to the reproach, in the next place, that it is taught that
no human prescriptions nor ceremonials ought to be kept, I will

acknowledge frankly that I desire to see a fair portion of the
ceremonials and prescriptions done away with, because the things
prescribed are in great part such as also Peter in the Acts says
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can not be endured. Nor am I going to listen to those who say
that Peter spoke of the old ceremonials and prescriptions. Be
it understood, though, that if I should grant them this it is still
clear that Peter was of opinion that Christians ought to be free
from burdens and bitterness of the kind. But if Peter depre-
cated that old yoke so greatly, which was yet much lighter than
that which we bear to-day, what think ye he would have done ff
there had been question of a heavier one? Now that the old
yoke would have been more endurable to Christians than ours

(to say nothing for the nonce of the decrees of the pontiffs,
which are much more numerous and onerous than the commands

of Moses,) is shown well enough by the excessive observation of
fasts, the careful selection of foods, and the enforced leisure of

feast days. For how trifling will the fasts of the Jews become
which they ordained at times for those in great sorrow, if you
compare them with these stated forty days' fasts of ours, institu-
tions fit for serfs, and those that are ordained in a sort of unbroken
and continuous row in honour of the saints! Furthermore, if

you compare the selection of foods, its observation is more oner-
ous among the Christians than among the Jews. They abstained
from certain kinds of food, but not at a fixed period, with the
exception of the Passover. We abstain from numerous kinds and
for long seasons. And in the enforced leisure of feast days we
surpass the Jews very greatly. But if Peter did not want the
Christians worried by the lighter yoke much less would he
approve the heavier. I denied, however, that I was of opinion
that no human prescriptions at all ought to be kept or enacted.
For who would not joyfully accept what was decided by the
concurrent opinion of all Christians? But on the other hand,
the decrees of certain most unholy spirits, who after the manner
of the Pharisees would lay unbearable burdens upon the necks of
men and not touch themselves even with the tip of their fingers,
were an abomination. And as to his having said, with a view to
rouse the Senate to anger, that we should fail to obey the laws of
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the state, I said this was not the spirit of Christ or of the Apos-

ties. For Christ had said : " Render unto C_esar the things that

are C_esar's," etc., and had paid the tribute or tax. Nay, at his

birth his parents reported his name according to the proclamation
of C_sar ; while the Apostles taught "Render unto all their due,

tribute to whom tribute is due, etc., and obey them who are set

in authority over you, and not only the good," etc. Hence it

was evident that he had spoken more vigorously than truly, as

would be made still clearer by an illustration. For all the peo-

ples of the whole world had obeyed the laws most rigorously,
even before the man Christ was born. Nay, Christianity was the

most powerful instrument for the preservation of justice in general,
and the faith of Christ could not be done away with even if all

ceremonials were done away with altogether. Nay, ceremonials

achieved nothing else than the cheating of Christ and his faithful

followers and doing away with the teachings of the Spirit, calling

men away from the unseen to the material things of this world,

but this could not be described and explained in short compass.

3. Then I showed that the simple-minded people could be led

to the recognition of the truth by other means than ceremonials,

to wit, by those by which Christ and the Apostles had led them

without any ceremonials as far as I had been able to learn through

the sacred writings, and that there was no danger that the people

were not capable of receiving the gospel, which he who believes

can understand. They can believe, therefore they can also

understand. Whatever takes place here is done by the inspira-

tion of God, not by the reasoning of man, as Christ also thanked

the Father, saying : " I thank thee, O, Father, etc., because thou

hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast

revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed

good in thy sight." And Paul (i Cor. I) says that " God hath

chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise."

4. I had nowhere taught that Lent ought not to be kept, though

it it were not prescribed so imperiously, but were
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left free to the individual. But he for whom Lent was not enough
might fast for the rest of the year also; there would not be
wanting men to advise fasting, and I presaged that they would
be likely to effect more than those who thought that at the frown
of their power and the threat of excommunication, everything
would fall to pieces with _ crash as at the frown of Jove.

5. Certain persons, and they by no means bad ones, had ven-
tured to eat flesh, and they were not tainted, but since they had

not been forbidden by the divine law to eat flesh, they seemed
rather to have eaten it in witness of their faith than to any one's

reproach. And this was clear from the fact that presently when
told by me that they ought to take into account the possible cause
of offence they stopped, so that there was no need of this fine
delegation, inasmuch as the evil died out of itself, granting that
it was an evil. Still I wondered exceedingly that I had been a
minister of the gospel in the diocese of Constance for fifteen
years and had thus far never known of the men of Constance

having sent anywhere so magnificent a delegation to investigate
how the affairs of the gospel were going on, but now when they
had found a very trifling observance not broken as much as they
seemed to wish, they filled everything with their lamentations,
and accused the people of Zurich of being the only ones who had
the effrontery to meditate withdrawing from the Christian com-
munion. Yet when the suffragan denied that expression, as I
have said, and Brendlin supported his denial, though the whole
Senate cried out in rebuttal, I allowed their denial in somewhat

these terms : Since you deny the expression, show that it escaped
you unawares and I will easily pardon it; as far as I am con-
cerned you shall be free to correct any utterances you please.
But lhe Republic of Christ has suffered no offence and no disgrace
if some few persons have failed to keep human tradition.

6. And I showed that it was an unsound contention that the

gospel writings nowhere clearly allowed the eating of flesh. For

Mark (oh. 7) speaks in this fashion: " There is from
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without a man that entering into him can defile him." Here I

showed by the argument from the preceding (in the way they
manipulated the sacred writings) that the argument of the
following held good in this way : Therefore, whatever is outside
of a man cannot by entering into him defile him. Words are
signs to me. A general negative is no sign. If he had said
" no food," he would have left out the category of drinks ; if he
had said "no drink," he would have left out that of food.

Therefore, it pleased him who is the Truth to say "nothing."
Then he added "cannot even defile." Hear! The Voice of

Truth declares it cannot ; man, who is a liar, for all men are liars,
says it can. Here the man squirms and says these words are not
so dear, and must be interpreted in this way, but the preceding
words must be regarded and the words that follow, though this .
is what follows: " Do ye not perceive that whatsoever thing
from without entereth into the man it cannot defile him, because

it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out
into the draught, purging all meats?" What can be said more
dearly, if you please, even though you regard the preceding and
the following?

7. They added the word3 " contrary to the decrees of the
Holy Fathers and the councils.': I answered that Engelhard,
the ornament of our city, had carefully weighed with me those in

which our friends placed greatest confidence, and that no such
asseveration could be made from those which they treated as a

sacred anchor. For the question was not whether Lent ought to
be done away with, but whether it was permissible by the law of
Christ to eat meat at that time. While I forbid no man's

fasting, I leave it free to him.
8. They had also added: "and contrary to very ancient

custom." Here I frankly granted that it was the custom, and
not a bad one. But if it were the custom, why was a proclama-

tion added? I promised that I would certainly see to it that
ot be wantonly interrupted.
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9- And if this custom (he continued) had not been inspired

by the divine spirit it would not have lasted so long, in accordance
with the words of Gamaliel. I answered that this and other

things which were not from the mind of God would be clone away

in their own good time. For "every plant," says Christ in

Matthew, "which my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be

rooted up." But selection of foods neither Christ nor the Apos-

tles had prescribed. Therefore no one ought to be surprised

if unhappy mortals are turning their eyes towards freedom, since

Christ in his loving kindness has now illumined the world more

brightly with his gospel by a sort of second revelation.

io. After this the weighty speaker made his turn to the Senate,

appealing to them to stay with and in the Church, for outside of
it none were saved. This I met thus : " Let not this exhortation

move you, most excellent citizens, as if you had ever abandoned

the Church of Christ. For I am persuaded of you that you hold
in fresh remembrance what is said in the narrative of Matthew,

that the foundation of the Church is that rock which gave his

name to Peter the faithful confessor. No one lays other founda-

tion than this, nor can do so. Nay, in every nation and place,

every one who confesses the Lord Jesus with his tongue and
believes in his heart that God raised him from the dead shall be

saved, whether he be among the Indians or the Scythians, and

it is fixed beyond controversy that outside of that Church none
is saved, within which we all believe ourselves to be the more

firmly as we glory the more certainly in the hope of the glory of
the sons of God." Here I might have dragged the man forth and

laid bare his notion of the Church, but I preferred to spare him,

that he might repent at length of having said before the whole

Senate that I was too rough spoken to make it possible to discuss

with me. When he had thus made his exhortation I began to

look to the end of his remarks, but things turned out differently

from what I hoped. For he turned back to this other point and
said :
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I!. That rubbish (for thus, if I mistake not, that crowd call

the gospel teaching) was taught without foundation in Scripture.
Here. again I fled to the protection of the words of Mark vii., as

a sort of Achilles' shield, and shot forth these shafts: Do you

want clearer proofs presented to you? Is not Christ worthy of

belief? Or Mark? I have gathered many passages together,

but I abstain from giving the rest now in order not to nauseate

the Fathers. Here my lord Englehard opportunely drew a New

Testament from his pocket and bade me interpret the passage of

Paul's Epistle to Timothy i. 4. 1 took the book and translated

the passage into German, and it is wonderful how they all breathed

a sigh of relief, recognizing the passage, most of them, from the

exposition of that epistle that I had made the year before. So

much difference does it make at what point things are said.

l z. Immediately leaving these points, he brought the cere-

monials out into battle line again, wounded however, and I

attempted to rout them completely again thus: His point that

it was the duty of the people's priests to set forth the meaning of

the ceremonials I upset in this way. The gospel of Christ had

been committed to me to preach assiduously; what the cere-

monials indicated those would set forth who lived by them. I

admit that I purposely, though quietly, meant to touch the man's

sore point in this. For what else do those suburban bishops do

but stuff their purses with illusions of consecrating things? But

if any master of ceremonials ventured to preach other than the

truth to the sheep entrusted to me, I declared I would not
stand it.

13. Now what he had said about offences I should have

approved in general, if all his words had not seemed to point
toward keeping those who were weak always weak, though it is

the duty of the stronger, as those fellows wish and ought to be

regarded, rrpoa)ta,u/3dve6Oat, that is, to take up and comfort and

help the weak, that they may also be made strong. Yet this one
J _-_ - :ious care of
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the High Prelate of Constance to avoid or guard against offence

to the Church, had he no exhortation to his priests at last after

Christ's fashion, bidding them to put their own immunity behind

them and bear the general burdens with the rest of the Christian

brethren, and to pay tax and tribute? For Christ, in order not

to give ground of offence to those who exacted the tribute money,

paid it and performed a miracle besides, but it could not be

denied that all the people in every nation were complaining

because the priests and monks and nuns were supported in idle-

ness, contributing neither labour nor money for the uses of the

State. They complained bitterly after they had left the Senate

that this had been brought in outside the subject, as they say,

but it seems to me that nothing could have been said more

appropriately at this point, when they were talking of the High

Prelate of Constance being so anxious about grounds of offence.

I4. In the next place, though I was aware that Paul had

suffered Timothy to be circumcised, yet I maintained that he

could not be persuaded by any means to allow Titus to be circum-

cised, and I tried to give the reason for both acts, namely, that

with Timothy, while Christianity was still in the green blade, he
had suffered the Macedonians to be circumcised that no breach

of the peace might arise, but after the new doctrine had grown
somewhat more vigorous, and Paul had learned by his perception

of this that Titus could be saved without any disturbance, he

saved him. Here I put forth all my strength to persuade the

Senators to abide by the ancient custom until either the bonds of

that yoke were loosened for us or the world itself consented

together more clearly for the taking up again of freedom.

r 5. Finally I said that those could rightfully be said to rely on

their own notions and ideas who struggled against the accepted

Scriptures and put human traditions before the teachings of

heaven, not those who protected themselves by no other weapons

or defences than the sacred writings, for the former trusted in
flesh and blood, the latter in the truth of heaven alone, not one
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jot of which could ever pass away. Though I was aware that
Paul had compared his gospel with the Apostles finally, I also
knew that he did not do it for fourteen years. And though I

perceived what they were after with that illustration, their side
was weakened rather than propped up by it. For I had insisted

a little while before so obstinately that they should be present at
my explanation for no other reason than that they might see
clearly how I handled the sacred writings ; nay, that I was ready
to give an account of the faith that was in me before the dwellers
in heaven, or on earth, or in hell. And finally, having begged
the Senate to take in good part all that I had said, I stopped
speaking, except that when the suffragan began to snap out some-
thing more and to drive it in vigorously, that it had been decreed

by the Holy Fathers and the councils that meat should not be
eaten in Lent, I also began to contend more recklessly and to
deny that it had been decreed by any councils, at least by any
general ones. At last when he had finished his appendix we
adjourned the Senate.

These, dear Brother Erasmus, are the wounds I received and
inflicted in the assembly of the Ecclesiastics and Senators ; these
the means with which I ran to the aid of the feeble. It has all

been written down off hand as it was spoken, for the suffragan
had brought a prepared speech with him, but I was forced to
fight and defend myself as I stood. If I have said anything
more briefly or more fully than it occurred, I think this should

be attributed to human weakness, which hardly recognizes how
little power it has in remembering. Yet the main drift of the
proceedings in general I have touched upon, whether in the

Senate or in the body of Ecclesiastics or in private discussion.
For the evening after the morning they had spoken before the
body of Ecclesiastics, I stumbled upon them by accident and
talked much with them. Thus I learned just where their sore
point was.

Good by, and if you write to my friend Oechsli, greet him for
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II. PETITION OF CERTAIN PREACHERS OF SWITZER-

LAND TO THE MOST REVEREND LORD HUGO,
BISHOP OF CONSTANCE, THAT HE WILL NOT SUFFER
HIMSELF TO BE PERSUADED TO MAKE ANY PROC-

LAMATION TO THE INJURY OF THE GOSPEL, NOR
ENDURE LONGER THE SCANDAL OF HARLOTRY,
BUT ALLOW THE PRESBYTERS TO MARRY WIVES OR
AT LEAST WOULD WINK AT THEIR MARRIAGES.*

To the Most Reverend Father and Lord in Christ, Hugo of
Hohenlandenberg, Bishop of Constance, the undersigned offer
obedient greeting.

Your Excellency will perhaps wonder, Most Reverend Father,
what this unusual action of writing a letter to yourself means,
and not without reason. For nature has ordained that the un-

expected should create not only wonder, but at times even a
feeling of dumfoundedness. Yet we would have you to be
entirely free and undisturbed in regard to this matter which we

are laying before you. For we do not come to your Excellency
in regard to anything very troublesome, but to find help. Fo_

we are so sure that you are both a most pious lord and a most
loving father that there is nothing we do not promise ourselves

* Zwingli's lVorks, iii. 17-2 5. Translated by Mr. ttenry Preble from the
original Latin.

This paper explains itself. The revelation it makes is curious. The signers
had doubtless desire to preach the gospel as they understood it; but they had
a much greater desire to be legally married. They must have known that their
bishop had no authority to grant their requests. It should be remarked that

when Zwingli and his Io associates drew up the paper here given they were
priests in good and regular standing, and had no idea of leaving the church.
Their statements are to be believed. This frank, not to say naive, petition
stands against all denials of the unchastity of most of the Swiss clergy. Simul-
taneously with its issuance Zwingli issued another, written in German (see his

Works, i. 3o-5I), addressed to the government of the Confederacy, which also
was a plea for the free course of the gospel, but particularly that if the bishop
should allow the priests to marry the government would allow it and protect
the married priests.
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from you. And this the fact itself shows, for we should never

have ventured to write to your Fatherhood unless we had had

thorough confidence in it. We desire, therefore, humbly to beg

you to listen kindly to what we are going to disclose a little later,

to hear it graciously, and to take it in good part. This is de-

manded both by the matter itself which drives us to this appeal

and by the office which you fill as a loving father. The matter

itself, to come to it at last, is this : Your Most Reverend Father-

hood knows how for a long time the heavenly teachings which

God, the Creator of all things, willed to have made plain unto

the poor race of men by one no way inferior to himself, by his

Son, in all things his equal, have, not without the utmost loss to

the cause of salvation, been lying hidden through the ignorance,

not to say evil intentions, of certain persons, and how rudely,

•when he had determined to recall and renew those teachings itl

_our day by a sort of second revelation, certain persons attack or
.defend them. For all the efforts of these defenders are aimed

.at putting an end to the whole conflict by the first onset, and if

_they fail in this they collapse utterly, but the attacking party are

'so shamelessly persistent in their contention that though thrown

upon their backs by the boss of the shield of Holy Writ and

pierced by the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,

they will not yield, but would rather contend against Christ than

abandon their pretensions, until they be compelled to abandon

both Christ and their own pretensions, after the fashion of the

Jews of old, who having fought against the living Christ till they

had slain him, pursued him even when dead, till they all likewise

perished themselves. And though we do not by any means

willingly predict this same ill-omened end for the present mis-

guided lot, we cannot help fearing that it may come to pass
sometime, and for that we are not without reasons. For as in

the old days the Jews cast out in vain from the synagogue those

who believed in Christ (for the faith grew more and more each

in ' " ours, if any continue to frighten away
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or even to destroy the real heralds of Christ, they will meet with
the same result. Therefore must the words of Gamaliel be

pounded into them often, that they may keep their hands off of
those who bring us the commands of heaven. For if it be of

God it cannot be destroyed, for it were folly for any to try to

fight against God; but if it be of men it will perish of itself.

Meanwhile most watchful care should be taken lest, as those poor

wretches perished miserably in their doomed city, some disaster
overwhelm us unawares. For the word of God has never been

disregarded with safety. Therefore, Most Reverend Father, we

beseech you by our Lord Jesus Christ, not to join those who

aim at putting under a bushel, nay, at extinguishing, the light
that came into the world to illumine all men, and who call evil

good and good evil, turning sweet into bitter and light into dark-

ness, but rather to join those who have this one desire, that the

whole concourse of Christians return to their head, which is

Christ, and form one body in him, and, having received the spirit

d God, recognize the blessings bestowed upon them by God.

And this we see is by no means the case with those who promise

themselves some sort of peace, if human prescriptions be set

before Christ even. In God we ought to be made one, for he

himself is one. In man, who is constantly divided against him-

self, how is it possible that we be made one? Christ prayed to

the Father to make us one in him, and shall man dare to promise

us unity in him ? In one God, in one faith, in one baptism we

shall certainly be made one, for these are one. In some one
man, when there are so many laws contradicting each other and

such divergent opinions, so far are we from being made one that

in no surer way can we be led astray into error and disagreement

than in this. Nay, we see one and the same man often at vari-

ance with himself in these points. Those things that we set forth

a little _hile ago and all other things that urge us to unity,

whence can they be more clearly and purely got than from their

very fountain head? He that draweth from that shall abound
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in the water that springs forth into everlasting life. But the well
is deep, and we have nothing to draw with, unless he who is
eager to be drawn brings us rope and bucket and windlass, and

after the manner of Moses graciously opens a well for our feeble
s_uls, at which the thirsty sheep may drink and be led back to

the heavenly pastures, which surely are found in no other corner
of the universe than in the Gospel. For what other fountain
head is there than Christ himself, who invites us to himself freely,

saying : " If any one thirsteth, let him come to me and drink."
For he desires that we all receive of his abundance, we who are

in need of all things. For we have neither silver nor gold where-
with to satisfy him, but he urges us to hasten to him with joyful-
ness, to drink freely. Who has ever shown himself so liberal
an inn-keeper among men as to suffer his wine to be poured out
and distributed without charge save Christ alone, who bestows
his blessings free so plentifully? And if we shall not seize the
favour that offers itself to us thus freely, what hope awaits us?
What excuse, pray, shall we make? Of what tortures shall we
not judge ourselves worthy if we repel from us him who desires
to become so near a friend? We are aware that our life differs

all too widely from the pattern of the Gospel, but is the Gospel
on that account to bc abolished and done away with? Ought
we not rather to devote ourselves vigorously to correcting our
faults according to its standard and to subduing our feebleness,
since it is the one thing, could we only believe it, from the
inspiration of which salvation will come to us, according to the
command of Christ when he sent forth his Apostles to preach
the Gospel with these words : " Preach the Gospel (not your own
theories or decrees or the regulations which some chance shall

happen to dictate) to every creature." And he added:
" Whosoever believeth " (when the Gospel has been preached,

of course), " and is baptized, shall be saved," and on the other
hand, "Whosoever believeth not, shall be damned." Since
therefore, as we have said, God, as of old he used to warn Israel
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time and again by the mouth of his prophets, now deigns in our
day to illumine us with his Gospel, in order to renew his covenant
which cannot be annulled, we have thought that this opportunity
ought by no means to be neglected, nay, that we ought to strive
with unremitting effort that as many as possible may share in the
glory of this salvation. And inasmuch as meanwhile a report
reaches us that by the wickedness of certain persons your heart
has been so hardened that you mean shortly to put forth a proc-

lamation warning us to turn aside from the Gospel if in any part
it shall prove at variance with human tradition, though the report
hardly deserves credence among us, yet we are moved somewhat,
not indeed to hesitate in slothful fear, but to pity your lot, if
things are as they are commonly reported, that this pestiferous
class of men, who confound all things to serve their own purposes,
has been able to extend their influence even to yourself. But
heaven forbid! For we place such high hope in you that we
doubt not we shall do a thing acceptable to you if we shall show
the utmost faithfulness in the interests of the Gospel. For we
cannot in any way be persuaded that you desire to see the duty
that belongs peculiarly to your office neglected and abandoned.

For Christ sent you not to baptize nor to anoint, but to preach
the gospel. May heaven bless our undertaking! We have
determined to spread abioad the knowledge of the Gospel with
uninterrupted effort, and to do it so seasonably that none shall
have a right to complain that we have done him any injury. But
if we shall not attain a prosperous issue in this according to the
judgment of men, there is no cause to wonder. For it is a rock
of offence and a stumbling-block and a sign that is proving false.
For he came unto his own, and his own received him not. For

these reasons it is becoming that your Fatherhood should look
with favour upon our vigorous efforts, which though perhaps
uncommon are by no means unconsidered, and that you should
not only permit but help and advance this business, which is

Christ's, not ours. That will be above all things honourable and
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worthy of a bishop. Nay it will belong to you, not to take upon

your shoulders some part merely of the work undertaken, but_

like Moses. to lead the way and to beat back or destroy the

obstacles, so far at least as you can ; and you can by encourag-

ing and urging men to this task, or, if that is too much, by

approving and favouring it, and removing grounds of offence.

For among the things that threaten most to harm the budding

teachings of Christ are grounds of offence. For how, by the

everlasting God, will the simple-minded commons believe in him

who even whiile he preaches the Gospel is thought by them to

be licentious and a shameless dog? Can any thing happen

more disastrous to our sacred calling? We beg you, therefore,

to show yourself as indulgent towards the second part of our

petition as we believe you to be. We think that your most
Reverend Fatherhood is not unaware how unsuccessfully and

scantily the prescriptions in regard to chastity that have come

down to our times from our predecessors have been kept by the

general run of priests, and oh, that they could hsve vouchsafed

us strength to keep their commands as easily as they gave them !

Yet God willed not that this be granted to man, that this gift of

gods and angels might not be put down to the credit of man,

but of God only. For this is plainly shown by the words of

Christ (Matthew xix. io-iz) when, after much discussion had

taken place between himself and the Pharisees with regard to

marriage, and his disciples said that, if the case were such as the

discussion showed, it were better not to marry, he answered that

not all men were capable of chastity, but only those to whom it

had been given, wishing to show that it was a gift of God, that

was given to some men in such wise that they might recognize

that the divine goodness and not their own strength was of avail

in this thing. And this is evidently indicated by what follows a

little later, when, having made particular mention of eunuchs, he

leaves it free to every man to keep or not to keep the law of

chastity, saying, "He that is able to receive it, let him receive
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it." He meant, no doubt, that they to whom it was granted
from above were bound to keep the law. For otherwise none
could hold out under it. We, then, having tried with little

enough success alas! to obey the law (for the disease must be
boldly disclosed to the physician), have discovered that the gift
has been denied unto us, and we have meditated long within
ourselves how we might remedy our ill-starred attempts at
chastity. And turning the matter over on all sides, we found
nothing encouraging or propitious until we began to chew the
cuds, it were, like the cattle, over those words of Christ just
quoted. For then a sort of loathing of ourselves began to creep
over us from the odour of it until we began to be disgusted that
through careless thinking we had made a law unto ourselves of
that which Christ had left free, as if the maintenance of chastity
depended upon our own strength. Then presently a blush oi
shame overspread our faces, just as Adam, when he was going to
be like the gods, found first nothing but his own nakedness, then

an angry God, and shortly after a whole cart-load of ills. For
who _-ould not repent when he had looked upon the pitiable
result of his own carelessness? For what else is it, by the ever-

lasting God, than absolute folly, nay even shamelessness, to arro-
gate to one's self what belongs to God alone? To think one's
self able to do that than which there is nothing one is less able
to do? But after that loathing of ourselves, through which we
recognized at once our rashness and our weakness, the hope of a

remedy began to show itself, though from afar. For weighing
more carefully Christ's words and the custom of our predecessors
in this matter, we found that the whole question was far easier

than we had thought. For when he says, " All men cannot
receive this saying," and again, " He that is able to receive it,
let him receive it," he prescribes uo punishment for them that
cannot receive it. Nay, either because of the vastness of the
thing which he did not wish enjoined upon each and all, or on
account of our weaknes, which he knows better than we ourselves,
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he did not want this thing laid up against us, and so left it free.

Therefore our souls which had been nigh unto despair were

mightily refreshed when we learned those who were unable to

receive the saying were threatened with no punishment by him

who can send both body and soul into hell. But the fathers

seemed to have cast an anxions eye in this direction too, when

they showed themselves unwilling to enjoin chastity upon all

without exception or to require a vow of chastity from others-

the priests, al least, and even shielded human weakness with

clever words, as was proper, in this way :--When the sponsor
who was accustomed to make answer for all who were to be con-

firmed was asked, "Are they righteous, these whom you present?"

he was wont to answer: " They are righteous." "Are they

well trained?" "They are well trained," etc. When, however,

_hey came to chastity--"Are they chaste _'' he answered, "As far

human frailty allows." Thus it appears that neither our

predecessors nor the fathers in our own day wanted that bound
hard and fast which Christ had suffered to be free, lest they

might smear the sweet yoke of the Lord with bitter wormwood.

Having, I say, thus balanced these considerations, to wit, that
we are held to the maintenance of chastity by neither divine nor

human law, we considered nevertheless that though chastity go

free, yet animal passion ought not to roam promiscuously, but to

be bounded by rule and constancy, and forced into reasonable
limits, like the rest of the course of our life, which though free

becomes wildness and confusion, unless it be restrained by

moderation, that we sink not to the level of swine. And this we

see the Maker of all things willed from the beginning of creation,

when he fashioned for Adam from his rib one woman only as a

helpmeet and not a group or crowd of women, and joined her

presently by so firm a bond that a man leaves father and mother
sooner than his wife, for the two unite to form one flesh.

Furthermore, if we run through the whole of the New Testament

we find nowhere anything that favours free concubinage, but
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everything in approval of marriage. Therefore it appears to us

most true and most right that for a Christian no third possibility

besides chastity or marriage is left, and that he should live

chastely if that is given unto him from above, or marry a wife if

he be on fire with passion, and this we shall show more clearly in
a little while from the truly sacred writings. Hence we beseech

your mercy, wisdom and learning, illustrious Leader, to show

yourself the first to lay hold upon the glory of taking the lead

over all the bishops of Germany in right thinking upon Christi-

anity, since you see Christ bestowing especial favour upon this

age of ours and revealing himself more clearly than for several

ages since, while from the whole great body of bishops scarcely

one or two thus far have shown themselves fairly on the side of

the revivified Christianity, and while others continue to thrust ill-

feigned chastity upon the unfortunate general body of our fellow

bishops, do you suffer those who are consumed with passion to

marry wives, since this, as has been shown, will be lawful accord-

ing to Christ and according to the laws of men. From the whole

vast crowd we are the first to venture to come forward, relying

upon your gentleness, and to implore that you grant us this thing,
not, as we think, without due consideration. For when on one

side we were being crushed by human ordinances, straggling in

vain against the weakness of the flesh (for the law stimulates to

sin rather than restrains it), and on the other, Scripture was

smiling upon us with approval, we thought it no wrong to bring

forward the passages on which we rely, that it might be evident

to you whether we treated them intelligently or not, and when it

appeared, as we hoped, that we had employed the Scriptures

righteously, that you would grant what we ask for in all humility.

The first passage of all that makes us free and that we trust to
as to a sacred anchor is Matthew xix. For we reason thus from

it: If Christ willed that chastity be free to us, good-by to the
man who tries to make a law of it. The demonstration of the

second is : If at the voice of God Peter feared to call that corn-
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mon which God had purified,we may boldlydeclarethatitis

not rightforany man to declarethat that isnot lawfulwhich

God has sufferedto be ]awful. For ifin thatwhich isoflittle

accountGod was unwillingtoacceptthe judgment ofPeter,how

much lessin a matter of much greatermoment willhe accept

thejudgment ofone inferiortoPeter? Our feelingon thispoint

isclearenough from what has gone before,when we add that

the words of Christon the subjectwe are speakingof are the

words ofhim who isthe way and the truthand thelife. For he

says in anotherplace," The words which I have spoken are

spiritand life." How then were itnot lawfuland safeto trust

to them? Nay, we shallbelieveaccursed ratherthan merely

wicked anything thatshallhave been sought out to contradict

the words of God. They are spiritand life,the thingsthathe

has said. Therefore what we say is fleshand death. The

second passage isPaul to the CorinthiansI.,ch. vii.I and _:

" Itisgood fora man not to touch a woman. Nevertheless,to

avoid fornication,leteveryman have hisown wife,and letevery
woman have her own husband." Here firstwe concluded that

he would be blesttowhom ithad been givenof God to be able

to do withouta wife. And whilewe willinglyyieldthisgloryto

those who livechastely,we are grievedthatithas been denied

unto us,though we bear itpatientlywith God's help. Next as

tothe pointthattoavoidfornication,everyman shouldhave his

own wife. He who said " every man " made exceptionsof

none, neitherpriestnor monk nor layman. Hence itisclear,as

we hinted above, that for a Christianthereisnothingbetween

chastityand marriage. He must eitherlivechastelyor marry a

wife. The thirdpassage isin the same chapter,verse9 : " If

they cannot contain,let them marry: for itisbettertomarry

than to burn." Therefore ifone cannot containone's self,if

one burns,lethim marry. We have been so on firefrom passion

Dwith shame be it said!--thatwe have done many things

unseemly,yet whether thisshouldnot be laid upon those to
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some extent who have forbidden marriage we refrain from saying

now, thinking it enough that the fire of passion alone (and that

so frequent and violent as to threaten the mind) is pronounced

sufficient reason for marriage. The fourth passage is verse 25 in

the same chapter: " Now concerning virgins I have no com-

mandment of the Lord : yet I give my judgment," etc. Paul,
the teacher of the nations, the chosen instrument of God, with

whom Christ had spoken intimately from heaven more than

once, says that he has no commandment of the Lord in regard to

virginity, and has an unpurified man such commandment?
Then too Paul had said much of the value of virginity and its

advantages, and much of the trials and unhappiness of marriage,

and he added, verse 35, " And this I speak for your own profit;

not that I may cast a snare upon you," wishing, though he had

greatly praised the state of virginity, not to seem of opinion that

it ought to be commanded. The fifth passage is i Timothy iii.

i, foll. : " This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a

bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blame-

less, the husband of one wife," etc. And a little later he adds

" having his children in subjection with all gravity." Here we

noted that though it is a thing of high repute to be a bishop, yet

he bids a bishop have a wife, whether one only or one at a time

we will not now discuss. We noted also that the name bishop

is the name of an office, not one of arrogant pride, and therefore

we had no fear to call ourselves also bishops, that is, watchers,

because the other terms which are in common use to-day either

seem over-ambitious or are foreign words. With the name of

watcher, however, how can any one be puffed up? Can he

think it a state of high dignity and not a position of duty when

the only function of a watcher is to watch? The sixth passage

is from the same Paul to Titus i, 5 and 6 : " For this cause left

1 thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that

are wanting, and ordain elders in every city; if any be blame-

less, the husband of one wife, having faithful children," etc.
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And thispassageisaslikeuntothepassageaboveasone pea is

likeanother.The seventhislikewisefrom _ Timothy,ch.iv

1_3: ,c Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having
their conscience seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry," etc..
Here we would have those prick up their ears who make a fine
show of chastity and keep it ill; for what they do secretly is
wicked even to think of. The Spirit speaking in Paul says that in
the latter days, in which we are no doubt also included, it shall
come to pass that some will turn away from the faith unto their
own works which are not of God. Also that this shall happen at

the instigation of evil spirits who shall speak things good in
appearance only, and shall commend them especially by the
mouths of those who go about in sheep's clothing raging like
wolves, and therefore they have ever been singed in their own
eyes and condemned by their own judgment. And they shall

forbid marriage. Behold, Most Reverend Father, the origin of
their feigned chastity ! The eighth passage is ch. xiii. 4 to the

Hebrews: " Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed unde-
filed ; but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge." This
passage seems so clearly to confirm our contention that we think
it the duty of bishops (granted that they be watchers) to drive
into marriage those whom they have detected in fornication.
For fornication must be met, because besides exposing one to
judgment it also offends one's neighbor.

Influenced then by these passages we are at length persuaded that
it is far more desirable if we marry wives, that Christ's little ones
may not be offended, than if with bold brow we continue rioting in

fornication. To this your Highness will no doubt agree when you
reflect that the sin of him who offends one of the little ones of

Christ can scarcely be atoned for, even though a millstone be
hung about his neck and he be cast into the depths of the sea.
And what, pray, is a stumbling block of offence, if the shameless



PERMISSION TO MARRY, 37

fornication of priests is not a stumbling block of offence? And

let your Highness not deign to listen to those who snap out like
this: " Behold, Most Reverend Fathers, the religion of these

men! What else are they after than turning the freedom of
Christ into the lust of the flesh, according to the judgmenr of
Paul to the Galatians 5 and of Peter I, ch. ii?" For to make no

mention now of how the cohabitation of marriage is regarded by
God, although we do not deny that the act proceeds distinctly

from the flesh, yet we know that it is far from harmful, since
Paul says (x Corinthians vii. 28) : "And if a virgin marry she
hath not sinned," because God no doubt looks without ange_
upon this thing on account of our weakness, or rather the sin
dwelling in us. And the same Paul (Galatians v. x9) reckons it
not among the works of the flesh. Yet this answer is not neces-
sary, since it is clearly evident that if we had wished to indulge
in this thing for pleasure's sake, we should never have allowed
ourselves to be tied up with the halter of wives when thus, besides
suffering countless arrogances, we are cut off from the oppor-
tunity of making good the unpleasantness and other drawbacks
of a long married life. But since most of us fill the office of
bishops, in which above all things there should be no room for
grounds of offence (for a bishop ought to be blameless, as has
been made clear above), we have all tried to see how we could
cease from the offence, while in other respects (if we may speak

freely without boasting) we are not of such untutored morals as
to be in ill repute among the flock entrusted to us for any other
failing save this one alone. For the sake of Christ the Lord of

all of us, therefore, by the liberty won by his blood, by the
fatherly affection which you owe to us, by your pity of our feeble
souls, by the wounds of our consciences, by all that is divine and
all that is human, we beseech you mercifully to regard our peti-
tion and to grant that which was thoughtlessly built up be
thoughtfully torn down, lest the pile constructed not in accordance
with the will of our Heavenly Father fall some time with a far
more rr_a_h. You see what the world
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Thereforeyour Fatherhood ought toregarditaswiseforesight

and not unreasonablenessthat we come to petitionyou. For

unlesswise aid be appliedin many placesitwillbe allup with

the whole body of ecclesiastics.And pleasedo not referus to

the decreesof the predecessorsof your Fatherhood. For you

see how they failto meet the case,and delay inthe hope that

though we have been firstbeatenwith rodswe can then presently

endure the stingofscorpions. Our weakness must be indulged,

nay,something must be ventured in thismatter. O happy the

invinciblerace of Hohenlandenberg,ifyou shallbe the firstof

allthe bishopsin Germany to apply healingtoour wounds and

restoreus tohealth! For what historianwilleverpassoverthe

achievement unmentioned? What scholarwillnot trumpet it

abroad? What poet willnot sing it to coming generations?

What embalming willnot protectitfrom decay and destruction?

The door ofwelldoing issurelyopen beforeyou. You have only

to takecarelestyou do not hold your hands firmlyclasped,and

so letthe offeredopportunityslipthrough them. For we pre-

sage thatthingsare going toput on a new face whether we will

or no, and when thishappens we shalllament in vain having

neglectedthe opportunityof winning glory. We have on the

sideof our requestthatCreatorwho made thefirsthuman beings

male and female; we have the practiceof the Old Testament,

which ismuch more strictthan,the New, under which,however,

even the highestprieststook upon theirnecks thegentleyoke of

matrimony ;we have Christ,who makes chastityfree,nay,bidsus

marry,thathislittlechildrenmay notbeoffended,and ourpetition

meets with loudapprovalon allsides. Nay, even Paul,speaking

with the spiritofGod, enjoinsmarriage. Allthe company of the

pious and judiciousare with us. If you disregardallthis_we

know not how you can embrace your race withaffection,foryou

willsurpasstheirbrave deeds,and win more than theirlaurels

and statues,ifyou only grantus thisfavour. If,however,you

cannot possiblybe persuaded tograntit,we beseechyou atleast
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not to forbid it, according to the suggestion of another than our-

selves. For we think you are brave enough to do right without

fear of those who can even slay the body. And in fact you will

have to refrain at least from interfering. For there is a report

that most of the ecclesiastics have already chosen wives, not

only among our Swiss, but among all peoples everywhere, and to

put this down will certainly be not only beyond your strength but

beyond that of one far more mighty, if you will pardon our say-

ing so. Accordingly, scorn us not as of little account; even a

rustic often speaks very much to the point. And though we be

but little children, we are yet Christ's, and far from scorning us,

you may confidently trust that salvation will be yours if you

receive us. As to ourselves, we shall never cease to sing your

praises if you but show yourself a father to us, and shall render

you willing and glad obedience. Grant a gift to your children,

who are so obedient that they come to you before all things, and

so trusting that in this matter, however difficult it is thought to

be, they have ventured to appeal to you only. The Most High

God long preserve your Excellency in prosperity and in the

knowledge of God l We pray with all humility that you will

take all we have said in a spirit of justice and kindness.

F_insiedeln, Switzerland, _uly 2d, z522.
Your Most Reverend Fatherhood's most obedient servants,

BALTHASER FRACHSEL,

GEORGE STA HI_

VEILNER STEINER,

LEO JUD,

ERASMUS FABRICIUS_

SIMON STUMPF,

JODOC KILCHMEYER_

HULDREICH MOLLER,

CASPAR MEGANDER,

JOHN FABER,

HULDREICH ZWINGLI.
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III. ACTS OF THE CONVENTION HELD IN THE PRAISE-

WORTHY CITY OF ZURICH ON THE 29TH DAY OF
JANUARY, ON ACCOUNT OF THE HOLY GOSPEL--
BEING A DISPUTATION BETWEEN THE DIGNIFIED
AND HONORABLE REPRESENTATIVE FROM CON-

STANCE AND HULDRYCH ZWINGLI, PREACHER OF
THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST, TOGETHER WITH THE
COMMON CLERGY OF THE WHOLE TERRITORY OF

THE AFORESAID CITY OF ZURICH, HELD BEFORE

THE ASSEMBLED COUNCIL IN THE YEAR I523.*

* V_rorks, i. II4-I68. Translated from the Zurich German by Lawrence A.

McI.outh, Professor of German, New York University. The matter between

brackets is that given in the Works, i. I58 sqq., as addenda, but here inserted
in proper place.

The Protestant Reformation in German Switzerland, as for the most part in

Germany and England, was largely dependent upon the good will of princes

and other rulers, who joined it for political ends. No one can gainsay the

great advantage of their support. So in Zurich Zwingli endeavored to win

over to his side the members of the City Council, rightly arguing that if suc-

cessful he would be able to preach the Reformation through the canton, no mat-
ter what might be the opposition. He made his appeal to the magistracy to
be allowed to hold a public debate, at which they should sit as judges, and

give the victory to that side which presented the stronger arguments. He
looked forward with great confidence to such a public debate, for which he

had prepared the way by his preaching and writing and talking ever since he

came to Zurich in December, 15 I8. The City Council took up the idea, and

were perhaps flattered by the position they would take in this debate. They
issued the invitations to the people of the canton and city of Zurich and to the

bishops of Constance and of the adjoining dioceses. Zwingli prepared and had
printed 67 Articles as a programme for the debate, and looked forward with

great eagerness to the time set, which was the 23d of January, 1523.
On that eventful day six hundred persons--priests and laymen of the canton

of Zurich, along with a few delegates from the bishop of Constance and some

others--met in the Town Hall and held the debate, which is preserved to us
by Erhart Hegenwald, a schoolmaster in Zurich, who informs us that he wrote

it from memory immediately after hearing it. His account was edited by
Zwingli and published in Zurich. John Faber (or Fabri), Vicar General of

the diocese of Constance, one of the ablest disputants on the Roman Church
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To the worthy ecclesiastical Lord and Father Sir John Jacob
Russinger,* Abbot at Pf_/bers, to His gracious Lord Chamberlain
Master Erhart Hegenwald t offers his willing service and wishes

peace in Christ.
Worthy ecclesiastical Lord and Father: I understand how

your dignity and grace is inclined to read and further the Gospel
doctrine and truth of God from Christian feeling, which fact I
conclude among other things from the following: That Your

side, bore the brunt of the attacks upon that church. Zwingli was the princi-
pal speaker on the other side. Fabri also published his account of the debate.
"Em warlich underrichtung wie es zie Zilrich bey de Zwinglin uff den einen und
zwentzigsten tag des monats Januarii rest verschine ergangen sey." (Leipzig?
x523. ) In it, naturally, he appeared to greater advantage than in Zwingli's ac-
count, but it seems to have given offence to an enthusiastic portion of the audi-
ence, and some of these young men thought they had a good opportunity to bring
out a satire in the interests of the new faith, and so they concocted a book

which was called "The Vulture Plucked." "Das gyren rupffen, l_alt inn
wie Johann Schmidt Vicarge ze Costentz mit dem bUchle dafinn er verheiszt
ein ware bericht wie es uff den 29 tag Jenner M.D.xxiij. ze ZUrich gangen sye-

sich ilbersehe hat. Ist roll schimpff unud ernestes." This was a gross attack
upon Fabri, and he was very indignant and appealed to the city authorities ot
Zurich to bring the offenders to book, but the city authorities regarded the
whole affair as a kind of ioke and took no action in the matter. The three.

accounts of this important debate supplemented one another; the one which.

may be said to be authentic is here translated, the second is somewhat colore&

in favor of the Roman Church, and the third, which contains a good deal of.
truth, along with more or less deliberate falsehood, have been properly drawr_

upon by the editors of Zwingli's works, and the corrections and additions they
have made from the last two accounts are here incorporated.

The result of the debate was the enthusiastic approval of Zwingli's teachings,

and an crder from the authorities not only to continue their presentation, but
enjoining such teaching upon all the priests of the canton. Thus this debate,

which is known as the First Disputation, is of great historical interest as mark-
ing the official beginning of the Reformation in German Switzerland.

* He was one of Zwingli's friends and correspondents, and active in the
cause of the Reformation, but returned to the Roman Church after Zwingli's
death.

t tte was a school teacher in Zurich.

4
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Grace undertook to come to the meeting upon the day appointed
by the burgomaster and the Council of the city of Zurich con-
cerning the dissension and trouble which had arisen in the city
on account of doctrines or sermons, but from business reasons

and other accidental causes you were detained and hindered
from attending. And although in addition to all the clergymen,
preachers and priests that have livings in the city of Zurich and
its territories there were invited and summoned to this praise-
worthy meeting also many other foreign nobility and common
people, prelates, doctors, masters, both secular and ecclesiastical

lords, likewise the praiseworthy representative from Constance,
when these had appeared at Zurich before the Council in session
certain enemies of the Gospel truth (as I hear) ridiculed the
matter, announcing and saying that a tinker's day was being held
at Zurich, and that nothing but tinkers were attending. These
things have influenced and caused me to describe all the actions,
speeches either for or against, which took place in such praise-
worthy assembly of learned, honest and pious men, both eccle-
siastical and secular, so that every one might see and know
whether such action taken and speeches made were by tinkers

and pan-menders, also whether the opposing party (which has
asserted that the matter is known abroad) tells the truth or lies.
For I was there myself and sat with them, heard and understood
and remembered all that was said there, and after that I wrote

it down in my home, questioned and examined others who had
been present at the meeting as to the cases in which I thought I
might not have understood correctly. With the true knowledge
and witness of all those who were there and took part, about six

hundred or more, I may assert that I have written down not more
nor less nor different words (as far as the content is concerned)
than were spoken in the assembly. I write and send this to
Your Grace, and beg Your Grace to accept it with good will and
favor as a service. I also urge as a fellow brother in Christ

Your Grace to remain in the future as in the past steadfastly by
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the Gospel truth, to practice and read industriously in the Gospel
and St. Paul and other Holy Scriptures as Your Grace has the
reputation of doing, also to live in Christian conformity with the
same according to your full power ; to send such reports of action
at Zurich to the others who are related to Your Grace in friend-

ship or otherwise in Christian society, as for instance, the worthy
and ecclesiastical Lord, etc., Abbot at Disentis,* to be read, so
that the truth may be known, the Gospel advanced, Christian
love increased, men fed with the word of God, our will and
spirit may remain united with Christ through His word in peace,
joy and harmony here for the time being and there forever.
Amen.

Given in the praiseworthy city of Zurich the 3d day of the
month of March, in the year i523.

In order that every one may understand the matter better I
have prefixed and written down the mandate of those of Zurich,

which mandate was sent out into all the territory and depend-
encies of the city beforehand as an argument as to the causes
for the above-mentioned meeting:

We, the burgomaster, the Council and the Great Council,
which they call the two hundred of the city of Zulich, announce
to each and every priest, preacher, minister and clergyman who
has a living and residence in our cities, counties, principalities,
high and low courts and territories, our greeting, favorable and
affectionate will, and would have you know that now for consider-
able time much dissension and trouble have arisen between those

who preach from the pulpit the word of God to the common
people, some believing that they have preached the Gospel faith-
fully and wholly, whereas others blame them as though they had
not acted skillfully or properly. On the other hand the others
call them sources of evil, deceivers and sometimes heretics ; but

to each one desiring it these offer to give account and reckoning

about this everywhere with the aid of God's Scriptures to the

* Andreas von Valara, who had beea abbot since rSlz.
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best of their ability for the sake of the honor of God, peace

and Christian unity. So this is our command, will and desire,

that you preachers, priests, clergymen, all together and each

one separately, if any especial priests desire to speak about

this, having livings in our city of Zurich or outside in our terri-

tories, or if any desire to blame the opposing party or to instruct

them otherwise, shall appear on the day after Emperor Charles'

Day, the 29th day of the month of January, at the early time of

the Council, in our city of Zurich, before us in our town hall,
and shall announce in German, by the help of true divine Scrip-

ture, the matters which you oppose. When we, with the careful

assistance of certain scholars, have paid careful attention to the

matters, as seems best to us, and after investigations are made

with the help of the Holy Scriptures and the truth, we will send
each one home with a command either to continue or to desist.

After this no one shall continue to preach from the pulpit what-

ever seems good to him without foundation in the divine Scrip-

tures. We shall also report such matters to our gracious Lord of

Constance, so that His Grace or His representative, if He so

desire, may also be present. But if any one in the future opposes
this, and does not base his opposition upon the true Holy Scrip-

tures, with him we shall proceed further according to our knowl-

edge in a way from which we would gladly be relieved. We also

sincerely hope that God Almighty will give gracious light to those

who earnestly seek the light of truth, and that we may in the

future walk in that light as sons of the light.

Given and preserved under the imprinted seal of the city on

Saturday after the Circumcision of Christ and after his birth in

the twenty-third year of the lesser reckoning. [Jan. 3, t5 _2.]
Now when all .of the priests, ministers and clergymen in the

territories of Zurich obediently appeared at the hour and time
announced there were in the Great Council room at Zurich more

than six hundred assembled, counting the local and foreign

representatives, together with the praiseworthy representation
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from Constance, to which an invitation to the same had been

sent from Zurich, and when everybody had found a seat at the

early time of the Council the burgomaster of Zurich began to

speak as follows :

Very learned, noble, steadfast, honorable, wise, ecclesiastical

Lords and Friends : For some time in my Lords' city of Zurich

and her territories dissensions and quarrels have arisen on account

of certain sermons and teachings delivered to the people from

the pulpit by Master Ulrich Zwingli, our preacher here at Zurich,

wherefore he has been attacked and blamed as a deceiver by some

and by others as a heretic. Wherefore it has come about that

not only in our city of Zurich, but also everywhere else in the

land in my Lords' territories such dissensions have increased

among the clergy, and also the laity, that daily complaints d the

same come before my Lords, and the angry words and quarrel-

ing do not seem likely to come to an end. And so Master

Ulrich Zwingli has frequently offered to give the causes and

reasons for his sermons and doctrines preached here in the pub-

lic pulpit so often in Zurich in case a public discussion before all

the clergy and the laity were granted him. At this offer of

Master Ulrich the honorable Council at Zurich, desiring to stop

the disturbance and dissension, has granted him permission to
hold a public discussion in the German language before the Great

Council at Zurich, which they call the two hundred, to which

the honorable and wise Council has summoned all of you priests

and ministers from her territories. It also requested the worthy

Lord and Prince, etc., Bishop of Constance, to send his repre-

sentative to this meeting, for which favor the honorable Council

of Zurich expresses especial thanks to him. Therefore if there

is any one here who may feel arty displeasure or doubt in Master

Ulrich's sermons or doctrines preached here at Zurich in the

pulpit, or if any one desires to say anything or knows anything to

my in the matter to the effect that such sermons and teachings

are not tree, but misleading or heretical, he can prove the troth
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of the same before my Lords, the often mentioned Master Ulrich,

and show him at once his error by means of the Scriptures, and

he shall be free and safe and with perfect immunity, so that my

Lords may in the future be relieved of the daily complaints which

arise from such dissension and quarrels. For my Lords have

become weary of such complaints, which have been increasing

gradually from both clergy and laity.
At these remarks and invitation Sir Fritz yon AnwyI,* knight,

and Chamberlain of the Bishop of Constance, made answer, and

spoke as follows :
Very learned, worthy, noble, provident,wise, etc. The.worthy

Lord and Prince, Sir Hugo,t by grace of God Bishop of Constance,

my gracious Lord, well knows and is for the most part well in-
formed that now everywhere in his Grace's bishopric many

quarrels and dissensions of many kinds with regard to doctrines

or sermons have arisen in almost every place. And although his

Grace has ever been of the desire and feeling, and always will be

if God will, to show himself always gracious, kind and willing in

all those things which can further peace and harmony, still his

Grace at the especial request and petition of the wise and honor-

able Council of Zurich has ordered your accredited representa-

tives here present, the worthy Lords, Sir Doctor Vergenhans,

canon, his Grace's Vicar,_ Sir Doctor Martin,§ of Ttibingen,

together with myself, his Grace's servant, to listen to and to hear
such causes of dissension. He has recommended us to act in

such matters not othelwise than kindly, to say the best that we

can in the matter, so that it result in the honor, peace and har-

* He later went over to the Reformed Church.

q Von Hohenlandenberg, d. I532.

Johannes Helgerlin, commonly called Faber or Fabri, because his father
was a smith. He became successively pastor at Lindau, vicar-general of Con-
stance (1516) and bishop of Vienna (i53o). Born at Lentkirch, near Lake
Constance, in 1478, he died at Baden, near Vienna, May 2I, I541.

§ Blansch. He wrote later at Constance against the Reformed preachers.
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mony for the honorable Councilof Zurich,likewisethe worthy

clergy. Wherefore,learned,worthy,honorable,wise Lords and

good friends,I say: Ifthereisany one here presentwho desires

tomake any remonstranceor accusationon accountofthe doc-

trinesorsermonsthathave been deliveredhere,we shall,accord-

ing to the commands of my graciousLord of Constance,as his

Grace'srepresentatives,listengladlyand willingly,and forthe

sake of peace and harmony, as far as in us lies,shallhelp to

judge the dissension,ifsuch has arisenor shallarise,inorder

thata worthy clergymay remain in peace and friendshipuntil

my graciousLord and Prince,togetherwith hisGrace'sscholars

and prelates,shallfurtherdiscussand considerthesematters.
That was the sum ofhiswhole discourse.

Then Master UlrichZwinglispoke in answer,and hisremarks

inthe beginningwere asfollows:

PiousbrothersinChrist,Almighty God has alwaysshown His

divinegrace,willand favortoman from the beginningof the

world,has been askind asa trueand almightyfather,aswe read

and know from allthe Sriptures,so that everlasting,merciful
God has communicated His divineword and His willto man as

a consolation.And althoughat some timesHe has kept away

thissame word, the lightof truth,from the sin[uland godless

strugglingagMnst the truth,and althoughHe has aUowcd tofall

intoerrorthosemen who followedtheirown willand the leadings

of theirwicked nature,aswe are trulyinformed inallBiblehis-

tories,stillHe has alwaysinturn consoledHis own peoplewith

the lightof His everlastingword, so that,whereas they had

fallenintosin and error,they may againbe liftedby His divine

mercy, and He has never entirelyforsaken them or let them

depart from His divinerecognition.This I say to you, dear

brethren,for thispurpose. You know thatnow inour time,as

alsomany years heretofore,the pure,clearand brightlight,the

word of God, has been so dimmed and confusedand paledwith

human ambitionsand teachingsthat the majoritywho by word
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of mouth call themselves Christians know nothing less than the

divine will. But by their own invented service of God, holiness,

external spiritual exhibition, founded upon human customs and

laws, they have gone astray, and have thus been persuaded by

those whom people consider learned and leaders of others to the

extent that the simple think that such invented external worship

is spiritual, and that the worship of God, which they have put

upon themselves, necessariy conduces to happiness, although all

our true happiness, consolation and good consists, not in our

merits, nor in such external works, rather alone in Jesus Christ

our Saviour, to whom the heavenly Father Himself gave witness
that we should hear Him as His beloved Son. His will and true

service we can learn and discover only from His true word in the

Holy Scriptures and in the trustworthy writings of His twelve

apostles, otherwise from no human laws and statutes. Since now

certain pious hearts have ventured to preach this by the grace

and inspiration of God's holy spirit, and to bring it before the

people, they call these preachers not Christians, but persecutors
of the Christian Church, and even heretics. I am considered

one of these by many of the clergy and the laity everywhere in

the Confederation. And although I know that for the past five

years I have preached in this city of Zurich nothing but the true,

pure and clear word of God, the holy Gospel, the joyous message
of Christ, the Holy Scripture, not by the aid of man, but by the

aid of the Holy Ghost, still all this did not help me. But I am

maligned by many as a heretic, a liar, a deceiver, and one diso-
bedient to the Christian Church, which facts are well known to

my Lords of Zurich. I made complaint of these things before

them as my Lords; I have often entreated and begged of them

in the public pulpit to grant me permission to give au account of

my sermons and preachings (delivered in their city) before all men,
learned or not, spiritual or secular, also before our gracious Lord,

the Bishop of Constance, or his representative. This I also offered

to do in the city of Constance, providing a safe permit was assured
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me, as has ever been done in the case of those from Constance. At

such request of mine, my Lords, perhaps by divine will, you have
granted me permission to hold a discussion in German before

the assembled Council, for which privilege I thank you especially

as my Lords. I have also brought together in outline the con-

tents and import of all my speeches and sermons delivered at

Zurich, have issued the same in German through the press, so

that every one might see and know what my doctrine and ser-
mons at Zurich have been, and shall be in the future, unless I

am convinced of something else.* I hope and am confident,

indeed I know, that my sermons and doctrine are nothing else
than the holy, true, pure Gospel, which God desired me to speak

by the intuition and inspiration of His spirit. But from what

intent or desire God has wished such things to take place
through me, His unworthy servant, I cannot know, for He alone
knows and understands the secret of His counsels. Wherefore

I offer here to any one who thinks that my sermons or teachings

are unchristian or heretical to give the reasons and to answer

kindly and without anger. Now let them speak in the name of
God. Here I am.

At such remarks of Master Ulrich the Vicar t from Constance
arose, and answered as follows:

Learned, worthy, noble, steadfast, favorable, wise, etc. My

good fellow-brother and Lord, Master Ulrich, begins and com-

plains that he has always preached the holy Gospel here publicly

in Zurich, of which I have no doubt, for who would not truly

and faithfully preach the holy Gospel and St. Paul, providing God

had ordained him as a preacher? For I am also a preacher, or

priest, perhaps unworthy, but I have taught those entrusted to

me for instruction in the word of God in nothing but the true

Gospel, which I can also prove with true witness. And I shall

for the future not in any way cease to preach this, providing God

* This refers to the 67 Articles he issued preparatory to the Disputation.
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does not require me for other labors in the service of my gracious

Lord of Constance. For the holy Gospel is a power of Cod, as

St. Paul writes to the Romans (i. I6), to each one who believes
therein.

But now that Master Ulrich begins and complains that certain

people blame him as not having spoken and preached the truth,
but offers and has offered to answer for his speeches and sermons

to any one, also (,even) in Constance, I say, dear Lords, that

if Master Ulrich, my good Lord and friend, should come to me

in Constance I would show him as my good friend and Lord all

friendship and honor as far as lay in my power, and if he so

desires would also entertain him in my house, not only as a good
friend, but also as a brother. Of this he is assured at my hands.

Further, I say that I did not come here to oppose evangelical or

apostolical doctrines, but to hear those who are said to speak or

to have spoken against the doctrine of the holy Gospel, and if

any dissension should arise or should have arisen to help to judge
and to decide the matter in kindness, as far as may be, to the

end of peace and harmony rather than disturbance (discord).

For the Gospel and the divine Paul teach only what serves to

grace and peace, not to disturbance and strife.* But if there is

a desire to dispute and oppose good old customs, the ways and

usages of the past, then in such case I say that I shall not

_'[" You well understood how Zwingli spoke about peace and strife: and
the words he spoke you refer to yourself. Zwingli spoke not about the
strife of weapons or the discord of the faithful. For you know well that
he said: 'God be thanked that the pious city of Zilrich is so inclined to
peace, and knows well that this comes from the word of God alone, which
they hear and accept so faithfully.' But I say that the Gospel commands
strife between the faithful and the Godless. Do you not know how Christ says
in the Gospel of Matt. x. 34, ' I am not come,' etc. ? How can it be preached
in peace? Indeed, it the whole world were believers it might be; otherwise
not. For Christ is the stumbling-block, at which many will be offended; these
are of the world, and the devil is their Lord, who -_11untertake to maintain

rith hisown?" (Hans Hager in "Gyrenrupfen.")]
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undertake to dispute anything here at Zurich. For, as I think,

such matters are to be settled by a general Christian assembly of

all nations, or by a council of bishops and other scholars as are

found at universities, just as occurred in times past among the
holy apostles in Jerusalem, as we read in Acts xv. For if such

matters touching the common customs and the praiseworthy
usages of the past were discussed, and some decision reached

against them, such changes would perhaps not please other

Christians dwelling in other places, who would doubtless assert

that they had not consented to our views. For what would those

in Spain, in Italy, in France and in the North say about it? Such
things must surely, as I said, be ratified and maintained as

formerly, by a general council, in order to be valid elsewhere.

Therefore, dear lords, I speak now for myself. As a Christian

member and brother in Christ I beg and urge you to consider

these things well, lest hereafter further and greater strife and

harm may result. Accordingly it would be nay sincere advice

to drop any difference or dissension that may have arisen con-

ceming papal or other ecclesiastical ordinances (constitutions)
of long standing, and without further disputing to lay aside and

postpone them, to see if they could not be arranged meantime

more peacefully and advantageously. For my gracious Lord of

Constance is informed that it is decided at Nuremberg by the

estates (St_nden) of the empire to hold a general council of the

German nation within a year, in which I hear half the judges

selected are secular and the other half ecclesiastical, and they
are to judge and decide about the things which are now disturb-

ing nearly all the world. If such takes place these matters

should be referred to them as having the authority and power.

And so it is the earnest desire of my Lord, as far as possible, to

have such differences about the clergy settled without dispute

for the good of yourselves and all (other) Christians. For
though these old ordinances, laws and customs should be dis-

cussed 2kro and con upon scriptural basis, who would be judge of
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these matters? According to my opinion whatever such things

one would discuss should be brought before the universities, as

at Paris, Cologne or Louvain. (Here all laughed, for Zwingli

interrupted by asking : " How about Erfurt? Would not Witten-

berg do?" Then the legate said : "No ; Luther was too near."

He also said : "All bad things come from the North.") There

one can find many taught in the Scriptures, who have ability to

handle so great subjects. In this remark I do not wish to be

taken as speaking to the discredit of any one's honor or knowl-

edge, but as a Christian member, and with entire good nature I

announce this. But as far as my office and commission are
concerned, I have been sent here, as I said before, for no other

purpose than to listen, and not to dispute.*

* ["You have left out the right sense, namely, that everything should be
written down. Now speak and give answer if we did not dispute fore and
afternoon about a judge, when Master Ulrich Zwingli declared that he
would not suffer any one as judge except all Christian believers. Have
you not ears and heard that I have often referred to this opinion; always at
times when heretics arose a council was held, and by its means the heretics
had been thus subdued? Hereupon I named Arius, Sabellius, Nestorius,
Manichee and many others; and what was thus recognized thereby it should
remain. For if this were not done and held (have you not heard that I said?),
there would be as many beliefs as there are many countries, yea as many as
there are cities, villages, es'_ates,houses and people, if one does come with
matters pertaining to the interpretation of the Scriptures before the councils.
I have further shown that in recent years in such matters as have arisen thus
between scholars, and always in times of misunderstanding in regard to the
Scripture, the universities have been chosen as judges. But when one of you
spoke, his words were considered as flowing from the spirit of God, as if into
you alone the spirit of God enters (as St. Paul writes), and you alone were the
wine-rooms of .Jove,and all secrets of the empire of God were made known in
them; but what the holy Fathers spoke, wrote and ordained, and also the
speeches of us, the ambassadors, were to be considered as human nonsense,
as I have related at length. St. Paul himself awaited and received from the
apostles a letter (Acts xv.), in which they wrote: ' For it seemed good to the
Holy Ghost and us,' etc., and yet he was ordained by God as magister,
as ' magister gentium.' Hence the worthy Master Ulrich Zwingli should justly
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Then Master Ulrich Zwingli spoke as follows : Pious brothers

in Christ, the worthy Lord Vicar seeks so many evasions and

subterfuges for the purpose of turning your simplicity from your

understanding with artful, rhetorical, evasive words2 For he

claims and says that he does not desire to discuss the good old

once before noon, but never before noon answered by the worthy Master Ulrich.

To be sure, after noon he did say a little, but did not better the matter, but as

far as he was concerned (as I understood it) made it worse. (Faber.)
"Hereupon Hans Hab, according to ' Gyrenrupfen,' answered: ' It may be

that Zwingli forgot to answer in the forenoon ; what does that matter ? Who would

have cared to answer your lengthy nonsense ? But didn't he answer it after din-

ner? Hence let us sit in judgment upon the XV. chapter of the Acts, then we

shall find it is against you, and not for you. You have spoken in this manner,

we will now let it be, and as often as one wished to consider the books you have

gotten out of it in another fashion.' Faber continues: _In his little book
about the choice of food Zwlngli has permitted all food, and still it is found in
the letter which Paul received at Jerusalem from the twelve apostles that the
sacrifice of calves and other meat which was offered to the idols was forbidden.

He thinks that this ordinance has expired if there is no more heathenism or

idolatry_ which I did not answer for good reason. But see whether there be

not in Africa still idolatry, and Christians still live among them in the newly-

discovered islands,' etc. Hereupon lr]ab (ib.) again : ' Do you not remember

that Zwingli said Paul himself did not keep it? Why don't you look at the

Scriptures with him?' Faber continues: 'Not I, but Mr. Fritz v. Anwyl,

reported concerning this at the council of Niirnberg. For that I refer to him

and your lords of Zitrich. But if nevertheless I have said it, then see whether
Master Ulrich or I had better information from Nilrnberg---look at the decree

of Niirnberg. But the new teachers and evangelists from the North do not

wish any weight to be given to past or future decrees or councils unless they

favor them. But they do rightly; they know that their doctrine would be
condemned before even half of the fathers had gathered--they cannot endure

the councils. Their song must not only be the song of the angels, but of God,

and whatever the pious fathers say only human foolishness.' (Faber, correc-

tion.) How often have you heard from Zwingli that he did not wish to have

only two judges, but to have all believers judge whether you or he is corrupting

the Scriptures. But you were unable to come to this." ("Gyrenrupfen.")]

* [" t_[ave you not heard that Zwingli said there was too much of my talk,

and I thereupon offered to prove my statements if all things were noted down,

for I do not care to speak into the air?" (Faber.)]
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CUStoms or venerable usages concerning ecclesiastical ordinances,

but I say that we do not want to ask here how long this or that

custom or habit has been in use. But we desire to speak of the

truth (to find out), whether a man is bound by divine ordinance

to keep that which on account of long usage has been set up as

law by men. For we of course think (as also the pope's own

decree says) that custom should yield to truth. As to claim-

ing that such matters should be settled by a Christian as-

sembly of all nations, or by a council of bishops, etc., I say

that here in this room is without doubt a Christian assembly. °

For I hope that the majority of us here desire from divine will
and love to hear, to further and to know the truth, which wish

Almighty God will not deny us if we desire it to His honor with

right belief and right hearts. For the Lord says : Where two or

three are gathered together in my name, I am there among

them. Also in times past did not bishops assemble in councils

as secular princes? How then are we to claim and say that the

pious fathers of past times assembled for Christian business?
Were there not doubtless such powerful prelates and bishops as

now, as they say there must be? This is truthfully proved by

the testimony of trustworthy writings of old. And this is proved

also by the word "Episcopus," which when properly turned into
German means no more than a watchman or overseer who has

the care and attention of his people, and who is also charged

with instructing them in the divine belief and will; in good

German this is a clergyman (Pfarrer). Since now here in this

assembly there are so many honest, pious, Christian men, not

alone living within the territories of my Lords of Zurich, but also

coming from elsewhere, and also many learned, Godfearing

bishops and clergymen, who sit here without doubt to further the
truth of God and to hear and to know the divine truth, there is

then, in spite of what the Vicar says, no reason why they should

[" In which there are many Godfearing curates; also many doctors and
real friends of God." (Bullinger.)]
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not discuss these matters, speak and decide the truth. To the

remark that the other nations would not consent, I answer that this

is just the complaint which is made every day concerning the "big

moguls " (grossen Hansen, literally "big Jacks), bishops and

priests, that they undertake to keep the pure and clear Gospel,

the Holy Scriptures, from the common people. For they say that

it is not proper for any but themselves to expound the Scriptures,
just as though other pious men were not Christians and had noth-

ing to do with the spirit of God, and must be without knowledge

of God's word. And there are also some of them who might

say that it is improper to publish the secrets of the divine Scrip.

tures. _" For there is no doubt in my mind that if the pure truth

of Christ alone, not adulterated with human ordinances, were

preached to the above-mentioned peoples or nations, and not

covered up with papal and imperial mandates and those of

bishops, they would as pious Christian hearts accept the truth

and let the customs or ordinances (canslTfutions) of men go,

and enlightened by God's word, would be in harmony and
agreement with the others. However, as to the council which

is said to be announced at Nuremberg, it seems to me that

the thing is proposed only to put off the common people

desirous of God's word. For I tell you, dear Lords, that let-

ters came to me about three days ago from Nuremberg, t which

I could show if necessary, in which there was, to be sure, some

mention made of a council, but I do not understand that anything

has really been decided. For pope, bishops, prelates and the ' big

moguls' will allow no council in which the divine Scriptures were set

forth in their cleamess and purity. It is also plain that nothing
will come of it this year, however much the common Christian

earnestly did toward it, because sufficient supplies could not be

* [" I did not write a book ' de non revelandis mysteriis,' but against the
rash, against those who in an impious manner handle holy things or Scriptures.'
(Faber.)]

t These letters are no longer extant.
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collected in so short a time for so large an assembly. I concede

also that a council will be announced in time. But meanwhile

how are we to treat those whose consciences have gone astray

so far as to desire eagerly to know the truth? Would you rob

these thirsty souls of the truth, let them hang in doubt, frighten

them by human ordinances, and let them live or die in uncer-

tainty as to the truth? Really, my pious brethren, this is no

small thing. God will not demand of us what pope, bishop and

council establish and command, nor how long this or that has

been in praiseworthy and ancient usage, but He will find out

how His divine will, word and commandments have been kept.*

Now finally, since reference is made Io the judges which my

Lord Vicar thinks cannot be found outside the universities, I say

that we have here infallible and unprejudiced judges, that is the

Holy Writ, which can neither lie nor deceive. These we have

* [Hager in "Gyrentupfen " presents the dispute about the council thus:
"After this Mr. Fritz, the majordomo, very cleverly presented the com-

mand of his master, saying that his master had been surely informed,

that in a year there would be a council. Concerning this Zwingli did

not wish to speak. Thereupon you immediately began to speak, and rose

and said the same as Mr. Fritz had just said, and in a nice way referred

to the future council and showed yourself a little more, just as if the matter
had not also been commended to you. Thereupon Zwingli arose, and said we
should not be led astray by the council; he also had had a letter in which he

was informed how the German princes had demanded from the pope that he

have a council within a year, but that the pope had formally assented had not
yet happened, nor is it possible (he said) that within the space of a year a
general council could be gathered together; furthermore the three mightiest
lords, King of France, Emperor, and King of England, were at war with each
other, who could not easily be conciliated; also that the fixing of the counci l
would be left to the Germans. Hence one could see that the promise of a
council was only a postponement, not a definite resolve; but it mattered little
whether they had a council or not, for he believed that no man would live to
see a council in which the word of God would be allowed to rule. Therefore,

even if a council should be held at once, one would not care either, for we
would depend upon and preach the word of God ; may the councils determine

herein what they please." After this he from Neffenbach arose and spoke.]
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present in Hebrew, Greek and Latin tongues ; these let us take
on both sides as fair and just judges. _

Also we have here in our city, God be praised, many learned

colleagues who are as sufficiently taught in these three languages

as none at the universities just named and mentioned by the

I,ord Vicar. But I am speaking of those who conduct the above-

mentioned universities as superiors and heads; I do not mean

Erasmus of Rotterdam and others, who stay at times at the uni-

versities as strangers and guests. Here in this room are sitting

also doctors o[ the Holy Writ, doctors of canonical law, many

scholars from the universities. They should hear the Scriptures
which are referred to, have them read, to see if that is so which

they try and pretend to support by divine ScIiptures. And

as if all that was not sufficient there are in this assembly many

Christian hearts, taught doubtless by the Holy Spirit, and pos-

sessing such upright understanding, that in accordance with God's

spirit they can judge and decide which party produces Scripture

on its side, right or wrong, or otherwise does violence to Scripture

contrary to proper understanding. There is therefore no reason

why excuse should here be made. Hence, dear friends, do not

let the speeches here made frighten you. And especially you of
Zurich should consider it a great blessing and power of God tha_

such an undertaking should be made here in your city to the

praise and honor of God, in order that the pious subjects of your

territories and lands should no longer, as heretofore, be suspended

in doubt and dissension. With humble hearts call upon God.

He will not refuse you His divine recognition, as the epistle of

James promises, if you ask in true faith, and do not let yourselves

* ["On the contrary I told how Paul did not boast of the languages
when he went to the Corinthians, not 'in sublimitate sermonis' or high
wisdom. Thus one finds in the life of Hilary that the evll spirit often
spoke in Greek and other tongues. And therefore I did not boast, rightly,
about the languages, although I brought with me to you from Constance the
Hebrew and Greek Bible; also had them both with you at the eity hall. Do
you think I have never heard or r, _"
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be dissuaded and deceived in any way by smooth and pleasant

(well-appearing) words.

At these words of Zwingli's every one remained silent for a

time, and no one wanted to say anything upon the matter, till

the burgomaster of Zurich arose and urged any there present who

wished to say anything about the matter, or knew anything to say

about the affair, to step forward. But no one spoke.

Since thus every one was silent, and no one was anxious to

speak against Master Ulrich, who had before been called a

heretic behind his back, Master Ulrich himself arose and spoke :

For the sake of Christian love and truth I urge and beg all who

have spoken earnestly to me on account of my sermons to step

forward and to instruct me, for the sake of God, in the truth in

the presence of so many pious and learned men. In case they
do not do this I assure them that I shall summon publicly by

name each of them, of whom I know many to be prescnt. But

on account of brotherly love I wish to inform them beforehand,

so that they may arise of themselves unsummoned by me and

prove me a heretic.*. But no one desired to come forward or

:say anything against him.

Meantime Gutschenkel [a buffoon from Bern], standing in

front by the door, cut a ridiculous caper, and cried out: " Where

are now the ' big moguls ' that boast so loudly and bravely on

the streets? Now step forward ! Here is the man. You can

all boast over your wine, but here no one stirs." All laughed at
that.

Then Master Ulrich arose again, urged and begged a second

time all who had accused and attacked him about his sermons to

step forth and prove him a heretic. In case they did not do

that, and did not step forward unsummoned by name, he would

* ["Am I not right? If you do not do that I shall name those who call me
heretic, but I warn you in advance that it is more honest to step forward un-
called." (BullinKer.) The word of the abbot of Cappel: "Where are they

. 11u_?" Bulllnger places here.]
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for a third time publicly summon them, etc., as above. When

every one remained silent as to the invitation and chMlenge of
Master Ulrich a priest by the name of James wagner arose,

a clergyman at Neftenbach,* and spoke as follows: Learned,

wise, honorable, specially favorable, lords (gentlemen?) and

princes: Since there is no one who wishes to speak of these

matters after the repeated summons of Master Ulrich, I must, as

the least skillful, say something. It is well known to you all,

gentlemen, that our gracious Lord of Constance this year issued

a mandate t ordering people to retain and keep the /raditiones

humanas until they were rescinded and changed by a general

council. Now since no one will say anything against Master

Ulrich's articles, which oppose the conslitutiones humanas, I say

for my part, and hope and think, that we ought not to be bound

to keep that mandate, but should preach the word of God, pure

and unadulterated by human additions. You know also, dear

Lords, how the clergyman of Fislisbach :_was arrested according

to the mandate, taken to Baden before the Diet, which afterwards

gave him into the keeping of the bishop of Constance, who finally

put him in prison. If we are to teach and preach according to

the contents of the mandate, then Master Ulrich's words have no

force. But since there is no one here present who dare (darf)

say anything against them, to show them untrue, it is plain that
proceedings with the gentleman from Fislisbach were too short.

For this reason Ispeak, this good gentleman and clergyman said

* A village I2 miles northeast of Zurich.

q In Fiissli's Bei/r_en, IV., 125-I29.

• * On the border of Switzerland, but in Baden. His name was Urban Weiss.
He had announced from his pulpit on his return from the Zurich meeting of
August 15, I522, that he would no longer call upon the Virgin Mary or the
saints. He also married. The bishop of Constance complained against him
at the Diet of Baden, which wished him arrested, but some friends went surety
for him. However, the Diet in November, x522, ordered his arrest. He was
examined in Constance, and apparently as the result of the use of torture re-
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further,and I would like to have judgment as to how I should

act in the future as to such mandate of the bishopJ'

[FaberaccusesHegcnwald of errorin theorderof hisspeeches.

,,You noteme down as ifI had made thefourthspeech,and bringforth

a speechof which trulyI would be ashamed,providedI couldnot eraseitby

means of theScripturesbetterby thegraceof God. You havenotedme down

as ifI had immediatelybrokenforthafterthespeechof Zwingli,which you

knowis nottrue. For I learntlongago fromRoman historiesthatan ambas-

sadorshouldnot exceed hisauthority.ThisI have not forgotten,thatone

shouldnot preachunlesshe be sent. ThereforesinceIhavenot been sentby

my graciouslordas a combatant,but asa spectator,yea asa peacefulumpire,

I didnot wishtoanswerthe many speechesand demands; alsopartlyexhor-

tationof Zwingli. And where therehad been a longsilence,you know that

Mr. Ulrichhavingdaredtoname several,requestedusfromConstanceurgently,

stillI maintainedsilenceuntilthepriest(whom you call),v. Mittenbach(Nef-

tenbach),referredtomy graciouslordand myselfso much and so clearlythat

I thought,and I als,_saiditto the mightylordFritzJacobv.Anwyl,thatI

couldnotleavethatunanswered. For althoughyou closedthespeechaccord-

ingto yourwont,stillyou omitthatthepriestsaysamong otherthingsthatthe

bishopofConstancehad forbiddentopreachtheGospel--writewhat theVicar

theresaldmthenyou willfindthatI saidbefore,Iornnotheretosuppressthe

Gospcland St.Paul,forwho would do thatinviewof thetalehow thcangel

had brought and proclaimedtotheshepherdsupon the pasturewhen Christ

was born theconsolingmessage thatinthe Gospelwas thesalvation,yea the

way and thetruth,incomparingtheNew and Old Testament;alsothefourevan-
gelistsare the four rivers of Paradise, which make fruitful the whole world with

the water of divine grace; it has been arranged with better order, as St. Paul

says, and I al.,,o have helped in it, since my ' schola_lici doct¢)res' have been

diligently read and underscored by me, s,_ that they also have become dirty

from my hands. Thus I have also seen that it would be better and more

wholesome to leave sophistry and to bring forward the Go,_pel and the prophets

and also other divine writings. Therefore I held to the first proposition, how

this might happen and the Gospel be bro_;ght forth, which ther} i_ true even if

Master Ulrich Z_ingli had never come t,, Zilrich. 1Jut I was not thus minded,

and did not help to arrange the propositi_n so that the Gospel shoald be
preached in a rev,_lutionary manner, i_t_t accordil_g to the e,.sential Christian

and peaceful understanding. .:_nd fi_rtherr._ore I declared the Gospel does not

consist in reading, but in the strength of God, yea in the correct ilJterpretation

and understanding, and I have proved by two placeq in the Gospel of Matthew,

Matt. iv. 6, where the tempter rites the sayinfz Ps. xr. From this I have vhcwn
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At such complaint the Vicar from Constance again arose, and

spoke as follows : These remarks are meant to refer partly to my

gracious Lord of Constance and partly to me as his Grace's Vicar,

therefore it is proper that I answer them. The good gentleman

--I really do not know who he is--spoke first as follows, saying

that this year our gracious Lord of Constance issued a mandate

ordering people to keep the constitutiones humanas, that is the

human ordinances and praiseworthy customs. To this I say,

dear lords and gentlemen, there are truly many unfair, ungodly,

unchristian opinions and errors at hand, which very often are

preached and put before the people, not only here in the

Confederation, but also elsewhere in my gracious Lord's (of

Constance) bishopric by unskillful preachers, which opinions

and errors, my dear lords and gentlemen, serve more to disobedi-
ence, disturbance and discord than the furthering of Christian

unity. For they desire to estrange us from the good old inherited

:ustoms and usages descended upon us from our old pious Chris-

tian fathers many hundred years ago. Perhaps it was with this

in mind that my gracious Lord issued the mandate for the sake

of peace and unity in his Grace's bishopric. Of what the real

contents of the mandate were I have no accurate knowledge,

for at that time, as is known to many, I was absent from home.

that also the evil spirit might, as an old scholar, use and know the Scriptures--
and Matt. ii. 6, where the scribes cite the saying of Micah of Bethlehem, but
omitted the following correct point--thus by means of these two quotations I
have well proven that it is not always sufficient to cite the Gospel or the Scrip-
tures (although they have the first seat and the greatest honor), and that the
Scriptures do not consist in the reading, but in the correct interpretation; thus
and not otherwise it was done. Why didn't you note that down also for me ?
Why do you conceal that from me? And in still more unfair and wrongful
fashion did you note down this and other of my speeches, how I so often cited
the pope and the pope's affairs." (Faber, correction.) "When you cited
how also the devil had made use of the Scriptures, Zwingli had answered that
is what he was there for, to give answer that he had used them correctly. But
you do not wish to take hold of the Scriptures." (Hans Hager in "Gyren-
rupfen.") ]
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Therefore as far as concerns this mandate I do not desire to

speak further. But since the good, pious gentleman (I don't
know where he sits, because I cannot see him,) has referred
to the priest imprisoned at Constance my office requires me to
make answer. You all know, dear sirs, how this priest was turned
over to my gracious Lord of Constance by the common peers
[lit. confederates: citizens of the Confederacy] in the diet at
Baden as a guilty man. Accordingly my gracious Lord had the
prisoner examined and questioned by appointees of his Grace,
and the prisoner was found to be an ignorant and erring man in
the divine Scriptures, and I myself have often pitied his unskillful
remarks. For by my faith I can say that I questioned him
myself, went to him in Christian love, set forth to him some of
the Scriptures from St. Paul, and he made--what shall I say?--
very inaccurate answers. Ah, my dear sirs, what shall I say about
this good, simple fellow? He is really untutored, and is not
even a grammarian.* For in Christian brotherly love, kindly and

without any anger, I mentioned to him some Scriptures, as for
instance, that the noble Paul exhorted Timothy, saying: Pietas
ad omnia utilis (kindness and greatness are good in all things),
and his answer was so childish and unchristian as to be improper
to mention and report in the Confederation. But that you may

really know, my dear sirs, I spoke with him about praying to the
dear saints and to the mother of God, also about their intercession,

and I found him so ignorant and unchristian on these points
that I pity his error. He insists on making living out of the
dead, although the Scriptures show that also before the birth of

Christ the dear saints were prayed to and called upon for others,
as I finally convinced and persuaded him by means of Scriptures,
that is, by Genesis, Exodus, Ezechiel and Baruch. I also brought
matters so far that he recanted his error, and desires to recant
all his errors about the mother of God and the dear saints. I

also hope that he will be grateful to me and soon be released.

That is not a Latinist.
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Therefore, my dear sirs, with regard to the impirsoned priest

there is truly no reason why my gracious Lord of Constance, or

his representative, should be blamed for this affair. For nothing

has been done other than what was proper, fair and becoming.
To this Master Ulrich answered as folows: Dear brethren in

Christ_ it doubtlessly happened, not without especial destiny and

will of God, that my I_rd Vicar has just spoken about the praying
to and the intercession of the saints and the mother of God. For

that is not the least of the Articles issued by me, upon which I

have preached somewhat, and at which so many simple folk are

troubled as though they were frightened by a heretical [lit. un-

christian_ sermon. For I know, and truly find in the divine

Scriptures, that Jesus Christ alone can bless us, who, as Paul says,
alone is the justice of all men, who has expiated our sins, and

He alone, our salvation and Saviour, is the means of intercession

between His heavenly Father and us humans who believe, as

Saint Paul clearly says to the Hebrews, and as you of Ztirich have

often heard from me when I preached to you from your favorite,

the epistle to the Hebrews. Now since my Lord Vicar announces

and publicly boasts of how he convinced the imprisoned priest

at Constance, the clergyman of Fislisbach, by means of the divine

Scriptures, of the fact that one should pray to the dear saints
and the mother of God, therefore that they are our mediators

with God, I beg of him for the sake of God and of Christian love

to show me the place and location, also the words of the Scrip-

tures, where it is written that one should pray to the saints as

mediators, so that if I have erred, and err now, I may be better in-

structed, since there are here present Bibles in the Hebrew, Greek

and Latin languages. These we will have examined by those

present who are sufficiently well taught in the above-mentioned

tongues, so I desire no more to be shown than the chapters in

which such is written, as my Lord Vicar states, then we will have

it found and read, so that we may see whether it is the meaning

of Scripture that the saints are to be prayed to as mediators. In
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case that is so, and is really found to be in Scripture (as the Vicar

also asserts to have convinced the imprisoned priest), I also will

gladly, as an ignorant man, submit to instruction where I have
erred.

ANSWER OF THE VICAR TO THE WORDS OF MASTER ULRICH.

DEAR SIRS : I see very well that the game is going beyond me. I

said before that I was present not to dispute, but as the representa-

tive of my gracious Lord to speak kindly if any dissension arose on

account of the disputation. Thus I very well see things are going

with me as the wise man said, the foolish are easily caught in their

words, but it is perhaps the fault of my folly that I undertook to

speak not as a wise man. Since I have been summoned to

answer by Master Ulrich, I will say that some hundreds of years

ago it happened, my dear sirs, that heresy and dissension arose
in the Church, the causes and beginners of which were Novatians,

Montanists, Sabellians, Ebionites, Marcionites and others, under

whose false teachings and error many articles like these of our

times were planted in men, and by their teachings many believing

folk went astray. Among these some asserted that praying to the
dear saints and their intercession, as also of the mother of God,

and that purgatory, too, did not exist, but were man's invention,

and the like. In order to close up such misleading roads and

ways of error many pious bishops and fathers met in many places,

at one time in Asia, then in Africa, then somewhere in Greece,

that they might hold synods and councils, and to avoid and stop

heresy and such things. And afterward constilTtEones (that is,
ordinances and decisions,) were made, prescribed and com-

manded about those matters by the holy fathers and the popes

that such (heretical views) should not be held, having been

rejected by the Christian Church. And although this was firmly

and irrevocably ratified a long time ago by decrees of the popes

and bishops, and considered wrong in Christian churches, still
later schisms, dissenting parties and sects have sprung up in
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Europe, as, to mention their names, the Bohemians, Picards, who

were led astray by such heretics as Wyclif and Hus, living contrary
to the decrees and ordinances of the holy popes, acting contrary to
the regulations of the Christian Church and not putting any faith
in the intercession of the saints, or still less in purgatory. And
although such heresy and error were later rejected by all men
of Christian belief, and although those who live and remain in

such error were considered, recognized and proclaimed by the
holy councils as sundered members of the mother of Christian

churches, still one now finds those who stir up these things anew,
and undertake to bring into doubt that which many years ago
was recognized and decided upon as untrue and erroneous by
pope and bishop. They undertake to drive us from old customs,
which have endured and stood in honor these seven hundred

years, planning to overturn and upset all things. For first they
went at the pope, cardinals and bishops, then they turned all
cloisters topsy-turvy, after that they fell upon purgatory. And
when they had left the earth they at last ascended to heaven
and went at the saints and great servants of God. Saint Peter
with his keys, indeed our dear Lady, the mother of God, could
not escape their disgraceful attacks. And I know some places
where they had gone so far as even to Christ Himself.

Shall it now go so far that not only the authorities and eccle-
siastics on earth, but also God and the chosen in heaven, must

be punished? If so, it is a pity. Shall not all that be nothing
and count as nothing which the pious, holy fathers assembled in
the holy spirit of God have made and unanimously decided? It

cannot but have grown up to the great injury and disgrace of all
Christendom. For the holy fathers and all our ancestors must

have erred, and for now fourteen hundred years Christianity
must have been "misled and ruled in error, which it were un-

christian to believe, I do not need to say. Now if the interces-
sion of the dear saints has ever been ratified as necessary and
useful by popes, bishops, fathers and councils, and if since the
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time of the holy pope Gregory (II.) it has continued in use
among all Christianity, it seems strange to me that now for the
first time people desire to consider this wrong and erroneous,
contrary to Christian ordinance, although there are few men who
do not feel the aid of the mother of God and the dear saints,

not alone among us Christians, but also among some unbelieving
heathen. If we here at Ztirich are now to speak and fight against
such customs common to all the world, and especially those pre-
served so long by Christians, let each one think for himself how
that would please those in the Orient, the Occident, from sunrise
to sunset, also those in Hibernia, Mauritania, Syria, Cappadocia
or in the Cyclades. I do not need to mention countries nearer

our lands. Truly, dear sirs, it would be well to consider before-
hand what dangers and dissensions might arise for Christianity if
one were not in harmony and agreement with the whole com-
munity in these matters. For you see, as also a heathen called
Sallust in "Jugurtha" testifies, that small things arise from unity,
but from dissension great things decrease and fall away. There-
fore my advice would be, not to consider anything of these affairs
which pertain to the whole Church, but to save them for a
general council. And although Master Ulrich refers to Bibles
in Hebrew, Latin and Greek, and thereby consoles himself, which

Scripture also those here present being taught sufficiently well in
the three languages should examine, and such Scripture as is

pertinent to the case they should judge and consider, still I say,
in the first place, that is not a small gift of God to (be able to)
expound the above-mentioned languages, and I do not boast that
I possess it. For these are especial gifts of God, as also Paul
says to the Corinthians (xii. 7-xo) : Unique datur manifestatio
spiritus ad utilitatem, to each is given the manifestation of the
spirit for use, to the one faith, to the other eloquence, to this one

the interpretation of languages, etc. Of these graces or gifts I
cannot boast of possessing any, as I know nothing of Hebrew,

am not well taught in Greek, and understand Latin only tolerably.
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For I am no orator or poet, and do not pretend to be. Finally
I say, the evangelical and apostolical Scripture is not found in
the wise, brilliant or flowery, smooth words, but in the power of
God, as Paul says, i Cot. ii. 4. Thus, as before, it seems to me

not to be sufficient that one apply or bring forward Scripture,
but it is also important that one understand Scripture correctly.
With that in view perhaps one should attend to such matters at
the universities (as at Paris, Cologne or Lyons, or elsewhere), as
I said before.

ANSWF.aOF MASTERULRICH.

SIRVICAR: There is no further need of such smooth and round-

about words. I desire that you tell me only with what portion of

Scripture you convinced the priest imprisoned at Constance,
clergyman of Fislisbach, that he was not a Christian, and brought
him to a revocation of his error. This is the point upon which
we desire to hear in kindness your answer. Show us simply
where in the books heretofore cited by you in the matter of
praying to the saints and of their intercession it is stated that
they are our mediators. This we desire to know from you.
Therefore I beg you for the sake of Christian love, do this with

plain, unadulterated, divine Scripture, as you boast to have done
in the case of the priest imprisoned at Constance. Indicate the

chapter and answer the question as asked in simple words, saying
here or there it is written. Then we will see if it is so, and in

case we are persuaded and convinced of it we will gladly submit
to instruction. There is no need of long speeches.* For your
long quoting and citing of many writings of the ancients looks
more like seeking the praise and favor of the audience than the
furthering of the truth. Probably I also could bring in many

narratives and essays of the ancients, but it is not to the point.
We well know that many things were decided upon in times

* [" Upon Fathers and et_unclls one no longer depends, unless they prove

their case by the Scriptures." (Bullinger,)]
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past by the fathers in council assembled which were afterward
repealed and revoked by others who thought they assembled in

the spirit of God, as is plainly found in the Nicene Council
and that of Gangra,* in the first of which the clergy was
allowed to marry, and all those who spoke against it were cursed,
while the second decided upon the opposite.t It is alsJ a fact
that many times ordinances (constitutianes) have been issued

* [Held in the 4th century. Gangra was the capital of ten Asia Minor
provinces of Paphlagonia. ]

t [" ' Not a word is written concerning this in the canons of the council of

Nicaea.' To be sure Zwingli said that Paphnutius in the council of Nic_a had
been, by which Zwingli means that marriage at that time (although he partly errs)
was permitted. Now in the council of Gangra you sayin your report Zwingli had
said it had been forbidden. How could you lose your memory in such fashion

that you could write such ? On the contrary he said that it had been permitted in
the council of Gangra, and doubtle._sly he based this upon another pamphlet,which
he called 'Apologetieum,' and written in Latin quatering (see Latin version).
Rogo nune ut concilio parendum, etc. You do him wrong, now I must take his
part. Furthermore beware, my pamphlet here will be read the sooner by those
who are at Zilrich and accepted as good. Zwingli also has referred to the
Carthaginian council. In the first place I showed how there are two kinds of

councils, namely, those of the general Christianity, which are called ' oecu-
menica' or ' universalia' in Greek and Latin; then the 'particularia.' Now
it is never found that in the matter of faith the ' universalia ' were ever opposed

to each other. The Carthaginian council was only a special one. And to
every bishop was left his free will and opinion; and only later the council of

Nic_a was held by 318 Fathers, (thus) they may have had an honest excuse.
Why have you omitted this report?" (Faber.) Heinrich Wolf answered
thereupon: "Zwingli simply said that in a council Paphnutius with difficulty
had secured permission for the marriage of the priests, also spoke well against
such statutes. Now you come forward and say that he placed Paphnutius in
the Nic_ean council, although he said to-day (as I asked him about it) that he

had never read about a council which had forbidden marriage, but about popes

5oo years after the birth of Christ. But since the papists speak so consistently
about the Nic_ean council he made his point, how he really had never read
carefully the history of this council, and thus had believed you papists. And

you have brought forth the Nic_ean council, and not Zwingli; then you opposed
the Gangrensian council by saying that it was not a general one." (" Gyren-

rapfen.") ]
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and ordered by the fathers in council to which their successors
paid no heed. For example, that the mother of God conceived

without sin was decided in public council at Basel, and yet no

preaching monk is so foolish as to speak against it. Also many

ordinances or rules of the fathers are found which were changed

afterwards, especially in our times, and otherwise not kept or

given up by the influence of money, so that such things are

allowed which were formerly forbidden by the fathers. From

this we can see that councils have not always acted in the spirit

of the Holy Ghost, but sometimes according to human will and

judgment, which is of course forbidden by divine Scripture. For

the Holy Ghost does not say this to-day and to-morro_ that,

but its ordinances and regulations must remain everlasting and

changeless. The pious fathers whom we call holy are not for

that reason to be dishonored and attacked as to their piety or

holiness. For nothing is easier or from native weakness more

natural than to err, especially when out of conceit or over-hasty

judgment depended upon their own opinion instead of upon

the rule of God's Word. This all shows us that the pillars and

supports of many of the fathers, as Augustine and Jerome, are

not in harmony in their writings; that often the one thinks not

only something else, but by Scripture proves the contrary. But

as to the fact that they say it would be too bad if we Christians,

and especially our forefathers, had lived so long in error, since

from the time of Gregory the intercession of the saints has been

accepted and kept, 1 say that it is not a question of w/sen a thing

begun in the Church. We know well that the litany was estab-
lished in the time of Gregory and kept down to the present. But

all we desire is to hear the Scripture upon which my Lord Vicar
bases his recommendation that we should pray to the saints.

For if such a custom began at the time of Gregory then it dk!
not exist before,* and if before that time men were Christians

- [" I said even more about the time further hack, especially in the time of
(' was intercession of the sainl 1 ,
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and were saved, though they did not hold to the intercession of

the saints, and perhaps knew little o_ it, then it follows that they
did not sin who believed in Christ alone and did not consider

the intercession of the saints.

For we know really from the Scriptures that Jesus Christ alone

is the mediator between us and God, his heavenly Father, as has

been stated before. Furthermore, I say that many learned men

have spoken and fought against the ordinances, and especially

against the so-called holy ones, useless and superfluous customs,

also against great power and tyrannical show; but the great
moguls, popes, bishops, monks and prelates, do not wish to be

touched on their sore spots, and tell the unlearned crowd that

their rule has been erected by God, and that He has ordered

them to govern thus, hence all those opposing, or only having
such thoughts, are not alone heretics and shut out from the rest

of Christianity, but as cursed and the property of the devil they
have been exiled, outlawed, condemned, and some have been

sentenced to the stake and burnt. Therefore, dear brethren,

although one says to you--perhaps in order to frighten you the

more--how our pious parents and ancestors have erred, and on

account of such heresy have been deprived of salvation: I tell

you (on the contrary) that the decisions and judgment of God
are hidden from mankind and incomprehensible to us, and no

one should impiously concern himself therewith. God knows

that we all have faults and are sinners, yet through His mercy He

makes up our deficiences and enables us to accomplish something,

yea even such deeds for which perhaps our strength alone is not

sufficient. Consequently it is in no wise befitting that we desire

to judge and pronounce upon the secrecy of God in such mat-

ters. He knows full well where He may overlook and pardon,

and we must not interfere with His decision and compassion, in
which manner He has treated and dealt with each one. We

trust in Him as our eternally good Father, who can, as 2 Peter ii.

9 says, well protect His own, and deliver the godless over to
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eternal suffering. Nor does it do any good to say that there are few

people who will not feel comfort through the intercession of the

saints. I say, where such help comes from God, we will not

judge why God acts thus and helps man in such fashion as He

desires. But where this occurs from infatuation by the devil as

a judgment of God upon the unbelieving man, what shall we say
then? Ye know well what work the devil has sometimes done

in many places, which if it had not been obstructed would have

resulted in great deception and injury of all Christendom.

Furthermore, that is an evil teaching which proclaims that other

nations will not consider us Chritsians if we do not obey the
ordinances, i. e., the laws of former times, as this is ordered and

demanded by the papal decrees. For indeed there are many

ordinances in the canons of the Roman bishops and popes which

the aforesaid nations do not obey and still they are none the less

Christians. Concerning the above I shall make use of the follow-

ing short comparison : Ecclesiastical property is (as they say) in

the power of the Roman pope, and he may bestow and grant the

estates to whomsoever he pleases. Now look ye how this ord-
inance is obeyed in Spain and France; there the ecclesiastical

benefices or estates are not granted to any foreigner, let the

pope say what he pleases. But we foolish Germans must permit

the sending of stab]emen and mule-drivers from the papal court
to take possession of our benefices and curacies and be our

spiritual guides, although they are ignorant of and know naught

concerning the Scriptures, and if we do not tolerate this we are
disobedient to the Christian Church. But the above-mentioned

nations do not obey the ordinance and still are without question

pious Christians. Hence, Sir Vicar, I desire that you do not

make use of bombastic speeches, which do not even bear upon
my question, but, as I have asked before, tell at once where is

written in the Scriptures concerning the holy invocation and

intercession of the Virgin Mary, as you pretended you could show
in Exodus, Baruch, etc. That is what we desile to hear. Hence
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answer in regard to thisobscurepoint. We do not ask what

has been accomplishedor decidedin thisor thatcouncil. This

alldoes not bear upon the matterswhich we ask you,otherwise

we willbe speakingfora month concerningthesematters.

VICAR.

Gentlemen : I am accused of speakingvery evasivelyand not

tothe point. I have excusedmyself beforefor not being able

to speak eloquently,and I have alsolistenedto you (Master

Ulrich). [Here MasterUlrichinterrupted: There isno need of

so much teasing.'lThat you accuseme ofseekingtoadd tomy

own fame ratherthan the advancement of truthI cannotpre-

vent. I wished to assistin making peace and doing the best.

But when MasterUlrichclaimsthatI saymuch concerningthings

settledby councilsofyore,and then changed by laterones,I say
that there are two kinds of councils referred to. Some are known

as " concilia universalia " (these are common or general gather-

ings), where many of the bishops and Christian leaders meet, as

in the four foremost councils, Nicaea, Constantinople, Ephesus

and Chalcedon, and some others. Whatever was accomplished

and done in these has never been entirely changed by the others,

but has been preserved like the Gospel. Some are known as

"concilia particularia," of which there have been many, not con-

sisting of all the fathers of the common parishes about, but of

special ones, as was the council of Gangra, and many others.

In these probably something has at times been settled which later,

perhaps not without cause, has been decided otherwise. But it

never has been that the priests were permitted t0 have wives.

And although the Eastern Church, especially in Greece, wished

to have this considered just, the pious fathers of other nations

would not permit this and forbade it, considering from weighty

reasons* that the marriage of priests is detrimental to the

* ["Although I said that I wattted to defend it well against the destroyers ot

divine gifts and services. But I _iid n.t say it. You thought I would sayit.

Althoul_h I did not think of the pope, the ceremonies and many other things,
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churches and not for the g:)od of the service of God, as also

Saint Paul says, I Cor. vii. 32 : " Qui sine uxore," etc. "He
that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord."

vii. 27 : "Solutus es ab," etc. "Art thou loosed from a wife?
seek not a wife !" There he speaks of those who serve the

Gospel as priests. Id. vii. so: "Let every man abide in the

same calling wherein he was called." Such and many other

causes have induced the holy fathers not to allow and permit

marriage to priests. Indeed it could not happen without parti-

tion of the property of the churches.

ZWINGLI,

Marriage forbidden to priests is not found everywhere, as one

pretends, but imposed by man contrary to a divine and just law.
This is evident, first of all, in St. Paul, i Cor. vii. _ : "Neverthe-

less, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and

let every woman have her own husband." Since he says "every"
undoubtedly he does not wish the priests to be excluded. F_"

he confirms and refers to the marriage of priests, especially in

writing to I Timothy iii. _ E4] : "A bishop (/. e., priest) then must

be blameess, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good

behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach, etc. One that ruleth

well his own house, having his children in subjection in all

gravity." In the same fashion he speaks, iii. 8, concerning the

deacon, whom we call evangelist. And Paul also writes to Titus

i. 5, 6 : "For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest

set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders (whom

we call priests or deacons) in every city, as I had appointed thee :

If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful

children," etc. Undoubtedly the holy Paul, inspired by the Holy

Ghost, recognized our inability and incapacity to remain chaste

by our own will except through the grace of God. Hence he

says in the afore-mentioned place, x Cor. vii. 7 : "For I would

that all men were even as I myself," and i. I.: "It would be
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good for man to be thus," but Paul adds, vii. 7, and says : "But
every man hath his proper gift of God, one alter this manner
and another after that." Therefore Paul places no restriction
upon the marriage of priests, and indeed writes expressly : "A

bishop (i. e., priest) and a deacon shall have a sober wife and
well-bred children ;" and furthermore he permits marriage to all
people, and says, I Cor. vii. 28, 7 : "But and if thou marry thou
hast not sinned. But every man hath his proper gift of God,"
etc. It is evident from this that marriage is not forbidden to
priests by divine law, and that chastity is to be maintained, not
by means of our resolutions, but with the help of the grace of
God. This real troth and wisdom of God Christ also proves to
us, Matt. xix. to, r2: "His disciples say unto him, if the case
of the man be so with his wife it is not good to marry. But

he said unto them, all men cannot receive this saying save they
to whom it is given. And there be eunuchs which have made
themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake (that is,
due to the evangelical doctrine). He that is able to receive it
let him receive it 1" Do you hear that Christ says here that it is

not possible for all people to keep chastity except such as have
received it from God? Hence He does not forbid the twelve

apostles to marry. Nor did God in vain give Adam a woman as
helpmate ; He could have given him a man as helpmate if He
:had wished to keep him chaste. But He said." "Crescite et
raultiplicamini !" And although this is known to every one, still
the pope is able, by means of his ordinance, to demand from
each priest or other ecclesiastic chastity and that he be unmarried

contrary to divine law, and he can weigh down the poor con-
sciences corrupted by sin and shame; and he permits public
offense and sin contrary to the sunny and pure ordinance of

God. I say that I know of no greater scandal in Christendom
than that marriage is forbidden to priests (I am speaking about

the pastors : the others let them lie, whatever they do), yet they are
allowed to commit fornication publicly as long as they give money.
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They pretend that if the priests had wives the property of the
churches would be divided and disappear. My God, what sort

of a reason is this? Do we then never spend the property of
the churches uselessly ? We will our real and movable property
to the illegitimate wives and children, if we have any, contrary
to God's will. What would that harm the benefice if a priest

had a dear wife and well-bred children brought up for the service
of God out of the benefice? The benefice could retain its

property and income, which it has, although the priests may at
times have mismanaged. Priests have not always been forbidden
to many. This is proved by Pelagius,* in which is found a decree
of the pope (Diss. XXXI., cap. ante trienn.) that the subdeacons
of Sicily shall forsake their wives, which they had taken in accord-
ante with the divine ordinance, and shall not have intercourse

with them; which statute Gregory I. later on rescinded. Con-
sequently if it was ordered in former times by Pelagius that priests
shall have no wives, and this was rescinded by Gregory, then
it could not always have been as at present, but the law must
have been made by man, which God never required to be kept.

VICARIUS.

It has never happened since the time of Tertullian and the

council of Nicma, , 2oo years ago, that priests had wives or were
allowed to have them

Thereupon one of the council at Zurich said: But they are
allowed to have mistresses.

The vicar was astonished for a while, but resumed : It is true

that the subdeacons in Sicily who had taken wives previously
contrary to the custom of the Roman churches were permitted
by the aforesaid Gregory to keep them. But only on the condi-

• Alvarus Pelagius, bishop of SiNes, Portugal, d. at Seville, x352, whose
Summa de planctu Ecclesi¢ (" The Chief Points of the Church's Complaint" ),
written in I332, published, Ulm 1474, Venice ,56o, is a frank statement of
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tion that in future no one would be consecrated who would not

pledge himself to remain unmarried and chaste. Thus also it

was resolved in the council at Carthage that no bishop, priest or

deacon should have intercourse with women, but remain chaste

without wife. Hence I say that it will be no easy matter to

show that marriage was ever permitted to priests.*

ZWINGLI.

And even if you say since the time of the apostles, still mar-

riage is not forbidden to priests by divine ordinance, but allowed

• [" Don't you recollect that I said I do not like to speak concerning the

marriage of priests? On account of this I have kept quiet and have omitted

to state a better reason. But where have you hidden the fact that I said that
from the time of the apostles one does not read that one who was consecrated

as subdeacon, deacon, priest or bishop could marry again after his wife

had died? Did I not say further that it is thus understood, not alone in the

Western, but also in the Ea_stern Church--in Crete, Corcyra, etc., also in India,

in the case of the Presbyter John, and among the Russians? so that any one who

took a virgin as wife may be consecrated as priest, but that if she die that he
can take no more; in the same manner if he has no wife before he is conse-

crated he can take none after the consecration; this I have shown. Why do

you omit this? It was indeed necessary for you to include the subtile,

honorable interruption of one who spoke about the prostitutes; and you

also placed Gutschenkel t as a character in the comedy. Since the good

Master Ulrich consoles himself much in his speeches and writings with a
text which he found in XXVII. dist. c., ' Si quis discernit,' which is claimed
to have been made in Gangrenslan council, know then that there were not

more than I6 bishops in that council; these made 19 canons against the
majority that even desired to abolish holy marriage. But therein they did not

reject the state of virginity and widowhood, hence also the marriage of priests
was not, as you think, admitted by the pious Fathers. They spoke about the

priests who had wives before the consecration--and bethink yourself what
councils over 18 bishops would prefer, even although they should prefer it
were so, as it is not, as Zwingli says. lX_owsee how the supplication issued by
your and our common gracious lord of Constance shall be answered. About

the marriage of priests I do not like to speak (several times repeated). Accu-
sations of two wrong quotations were made." (Faber.) ]

q The half-_
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and permitted, as I have proved before. And that priests

formerly had wives is sufficiently evident, since formerly many
sons of priests have become popes and bishops, which could not

have happened if they had not been born in wedlock. How is

it that one always prefers human laws and human meddling, and

always sets human traditions above the will of God? Although

one finds that also the fathers have protested against many ordi-

nances, and you know how vehemently the pious man Paphnutius *

opposed such a statute and would not agree to marriage being

forbidden to priests. Furthermore, Eusebius writes that some of

the apostles had their wives with them, which facts are sufficient

indications that the present custom was begun by people of later

times, but that marriage was not forbidden by divine ordinance

either to layman or priest. And although in the council of

Nicma, as you say, it was forbidden to priests to have wives, still

what about that? In former times baptism by heretics was

considered by many fathers as just and valid, as Cyprianus tells

us, but later in the council at Carthage this was declared to be
worthless and was set aside.

To such varied arguments of Master Ulrich the vicar had

nothing more to oppose and say, except in regard to the baptism

by heretics, and that on account of the following reasons : Master

Ulrich has said that the baptism of heretics was considered valid

Bishop of a city in Upper Thebais; had his right eye gouged out and his
left knee-cap injured in the Maximian persecution (3o5), and was banished to
the mines. He appeared in the Nicene Council 325, and was honored as a
confessor. When it was proposed to enact a law which forbade the married
clergy to continue to live with their wives, Paphnutius declared veryearnestly
that so heavy a yoke ought not to be laid upon the clergy; that marriage itself
is honorable and the bed undefiled; that the Church ought not to be injured
by an undue severity. " For all men," said he, "cannot bear the practice of
rigid continence; neither perhaps would the chastity of the wife be preserved."
He favored dissuading clergymen from marrying after ordination, but allowing
those who had married prior to ordination to retain their wives. His own
known virginity and his sufferings for the cause gave so great weight to his
words that he was unanimously sustained by the Council.
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by several, and thus referring to Cyprianus. But the vicar

demanded that one should record the words of Master Ulrich,

because he believes he may catch him in small matters, for Master

Ulrich may not have been vely careful in the use of his words.

Therefore he also demands that a copy of Cyprianus should be
brought, so that the dispute may be decided. But the vicar

said : Supposing the words of Cyprianus are as I think, and not

as you? And thereupon a quarrel arose, which had naught to do

with the questions which the vicar had been called upon so often

to answer. Therefore I have not taken pains to remember and

note this. But if I understood the matter both were right. For

Zwingli referred to those who had been baptized by heretics,

who should, according to Cyprianus, be baptized again in the

churches, which several thought was needless. But the vicar was

speaking of those who once baptized by Christians had gone over
to heresy and later on wished to reenter the Christian Church;

these did not need another baptism, but merely absolution by the

imposition of hands, etc. Several were, however, also opposed to

this, as Cyprianus writes in his letters to Pompeius and to Quintinus.

After there had been considerable talk concerning this matter,
Dr. Sebastian Hofmann,* of Schaffhausen, a member of the order

oC the Barefoot Monks, spoke thus: Learned, spiritual, honor-

- He was properly called Sebastian lIofmeister, or in the scholastic form
Oikonomos. Because his father was a " wagner," i. e., wheelwright, he was
himself erroneously called Wagner, or in Latimzed form Carpentarius. He
was born at Schaffhausen in t476: entered the Barefoot (Franciscan) monks
there; studied in Paris the classical tongues and Hebrew, and came home in
I52o as a Doctor of the Sacred Scriptures, and the same year he taught in the
Franciscan monastery in Zurich and so came in contact with Zwingli. He
embraced the Reformation, and introduced it into Lucerne and into Schaff-
hausen (both I523) , whither pe_ecution drove him. It is indeed as the Re-
|ormer of Schaffhausen that he it best remembered, yet his career there was
brief, tor in I525 he had to leave that city. He preached in Zurich (I526)
and taught Hebrew in Bern (1528), but died September 26, I533, as preacher
at Zofingen, thirty miles sontheast of Basel. Two of his writings were com-
monly attributed to Zwingli.
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able, wise, favorable, gracious, dear gentlemen, it is necessary

that I also speak in this matter. Last year I was lector at

Lucerne, where, according to my best knowledge and belief, I

preached, as I hope and know, nothing else except the word of

God from the Scriptures, and in these sermons at Lucerne I have

mentioned, like many others, the many useless customs of inter-

cession and invoking of the saints and the mother of God, and I

taught in accordance with the contents and teachings of the

holy Scriptures. On account of such sermons, made, as stated

above, at Lucerne, various accusations against me were sent to

Constance, among which was the sermon about the invocation of

the saints. I was accused of being a heretic, condemned, and

therefore driven out of Lucerne. And now as my lord, the vicar,

has pretended before and stated that the appeal and invocation

of saints is founded upon the Scriptures and mentioned in the

Old Testament, I pray for God's sake that the vicar, as he was

wont to boast to have overcome the priest imprisoned at Con-

stance, show the place, as formerly often had been asked of him,

especially since on account of this I have been accused by my

gracious lord at Constance of being a heretic, and I will accept

it with many thanks and willingly allow myself to be taught in

case I have perchance erred in my sermons, have not told the

truth, or have misread or misunderstood the Scriptures.

ZWINGLI.

We know from the Old and New Testaments of God that our

only comforter, redeemer, savior and mediator with God is Jesus

Christ, in whom and through whom alone we can obtain grace,

help and salvation, and besides from no other being in heaven or
on earth.

THE VICAR, LAUGHING.

I well know that Jesus Christ alone is the comfort, redemption
and salvation of all, and an intercessor and mediator between us

and God, his heavenly Father, the highest round by which alone
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is an approach to the throne of divine grace and charity, accord-
ing to Heb. iv. I6. Nevertheless one may perhaps attain the
highest round by means of the lower.* It seems to me the dear

saints and the Virgin Mary are not to be despised, since there

are few who have not felt the intercession of the Virgin and the
saints. I do not care what every one says or believes. I have
placed a ladder against heaven ; I believe firmly in the interces-
sion of the much-praised queen of heaven, the mother of God,
and another may believe or hold what he pleases.

ZWINGLI.

That would indeed be a foolish piece of business if one could
arrive at the highest round without the lower or without work, or
if he were on it to begin at the lowest. Sir Vicar, we do not
dispute here concerning how one should appeal to the saints or
what your belief is. We desire only that you show us it in the

Gospel, as has been formerly often demanded and begged of you.
Thereupon Master Leo Jud t arose and spoke thus : Gracious,

careful, honorable, wise, favorable, dear gentlemen, I have been
made by you, gentlemen, here at Zurich, a people's priest and

'* [" I said, one may do that. ' Must ' and ' can,' are they not two different

things? The debate was not about 'must,' but about 'can.' Did you not
hear from me about the ladder of Jacob fastened to heaven on which are many

ronnds? Did you not hear how quickly and speedily Zwingli wished to swing
himself up to the cross of Christ ? Do you not think if he wished to go to the
Lord on the cross that then rightly he would also have found Mary, John and
the other people of the Gospel?" (Faber.)]

t Born at Gemar, near Rappoltsweilen (or Rit_eauville), Elsass, thirty miles
southwest of Strassburg, the child of a clerical marriage, t48z; studied at
Basel; inclined first to pharmacy, but took up theok)gy, and had Zwingli as
his fellow-student under Thomas Wyttenbach; M. A., I5O6; became deacon
of St. Theodore's church, Basel; pastor of St. Pilt, four miles east of his birth-

place; people's priest at Einsiedeln in succession to Zwingli, and at hi_ sugges-
tion, I_I8; the same, and by the same influence, at St. Peter's, Zurich, t52z;
coadjutor of Zwingli and BuUinger, particularly remembered as principal trans-

lator of the Zurich Bible; died in Zurich, June 19, I54_.
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pastor, perhaps unwisely, in order to proclaim to you the word of
God, the Gospel of Christ, which I shall try to do according to
my best capabilities, in as far _s the grace of God will assist me
and the Holy Ghost aid me. But surely now many ordinances of
man have been retained from long habit in the churches, and have
intermingled with the Gospel, so that the clergy frequently have
preached and commanded their keeping equally with the Gospel :
yet I now declare that I shall not obey such human ordinances,
but shall present and teach from love the joyful and pure
Gospel, and whatever I can really prove from the Scriptures,

regardless of human ordinance or old traditions, since such
human ordinances, decreed by pope or bishop, have been

here recognized and proved to be by the Articles* emanating
from Master Ulrich to be entirely opposed to the Gospel and
truth, and still there is no one here who desires or is able to say

anything truthful or fundamental against him. And so although
my Sir Vicar has pretended to prove and show by means of the
Gospel the invocation and intercession of the saints, such has not

yet been done, although frequently requested. Therefore I also
pray to hear and to know from him where it is written in the
afore-mentioned biblical books concerning the invocation and
intercession of the saints. For perhaps also in my sermons, if

God lends me grace, it will be declared and proclaimed that one
should invoke to Jesus Christ alone, and only look to him for all
compassion, all help, mercy and salvation, which shall be sought
and demanded from no other being. Therefore, Sir Vicar, I

desire that you teach me if I have erred, and report from the
Gospel, showing place and location where it is written that the
saints are to be invoked by us or that they are intercessors.
Such I shall receive with many thanks, and will gladly allow

myself to be taught by you.

* Referring to the Sixty-seven Articles issued by Zwingli for the basis ot
argument in the Disputation.
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VICAR.

Ne Hercules quidem contra duos. Shall I strive with two?
That was considered even too difficult for the strong Hercules
(according to a proverb of the ancients). Dear Sir, I have
nothing to do with you.

Leo: But I have something to do with you.
Vicar : I do not know who you are.

Leo : I shall gladly be your good friend in so far as you desire.
Vicar: That I shall not refuse, for I am not here to become

an enemy of any one. If you are then my good friend, as you

say, it will happen to us as to Socrates and Solon,* who also
through argumentation became good friends.

Leo : Then you have one friend more than formerly.
To prevent such and other gibes Master Ulrich began to speak :

Would to God that the saying, Ne Hercules quidem, etc., would
be understood and followed as readily by some as it ordinarily
is the custom to quote it. Sir Vicar, we desire to hear the
quotation concerning the invocation and intercession of the
saints, not such useless talk and nonsense.

VICAR.

It is the custom and usage of Christian churches, and is kept thus
by all Christian folk confirmed by the litany and the canons missal,

* ["Look, how can you say that to excuse myself I quoted in the
beginning the saying of Solon, how then it was written by the wise man

Solon that when once he was sitting with scholars, who were debating,
and Periander asked him whether he was silent from lack of words or because

he was a fool, he answered no fool can keep quiet ? Therefore I did not refer

to Socrates (as you say), but to the saying of Xenocrates when he was one

time asked why he alone kept still and allowed all the others to speak, he had

answered that what I sometimes said I regretted, but that which I have not

said that I have never regretted. Thus it happened, and not otherwise, and

as a witness ot the truth I cited the proverb : Audiens sapiens sapientior erit.

And as another witness Zwingli interrupted the speech by saying that there was

no need of fawning and hypocritical style. Now look how you have hit it?"

(Faber.) ]
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that we appeal to the Virgin to intercede for us ; this the mother of

God herself says in the gospel of St. Luke. Ex hoc beatam me

dicent: "All generations shall call me blessed," and her cousin

Elizabeth addressed her in a friendly manner, saying : Unde mihi

hoc, etc." And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord

should come to me ?" Likewise, "blessed art thou among women,"

etc. This also the maiden in the Gospel proves to us, who cries :

"Blessed is the body which has borne thee, and blessed the breasts

which thou hast sucked." [Interruption by Zwingli : We are not
asking concerning the holiness and dignity of Mary, but concern-

ing invocation and intercession..] We also sing daily : Sentiunt
omnes tuum levamen. "All feel thy aid who honor thy mem-

ory. ,,o But since my talk is held to be useless and foolish I

will rather keep still.

Thus the vicar kept still and sat down, and then Doctor Martin

from Ttibingen arose, and spoke thus concerning these matters :

Dear Sirs: Much has been said here against the usage and
ordinance of the Christian churches which has been decreed and

ordered by holy councils and fathers assembled in the name of

the Holy (;host, which, moreover, long has been held without

fault as a praised custom and long usage. To oppose and to

object to it is a sacrilegious deed, for what has been decreed and

resolved by the holy councils and fathers, namely, by the four

councils, should be obeyed in Christian churches like the Gospel,
as we have written in Diss. XV. For the Church assembled in

council in the name of the Holy Ghost cannot err. Therefore

it behooves no one to speak against their decrees and ordinances,

as Christ bears witness in the holy Gospel when he says: Qui

vos audit, me audit. " He that heareth you heareth me, and he

that despiseth you despiseth me." Thus Christ speaks to his

disciples and those who in place of the twelve apostles (as bishop

and pope) govern the Christian churches; as then the Roman

o [, Show us that in the Scriptures; the rest is human nonsense." (Bull-
inger.) ]
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Church is now since many centuries the mother of all others,

which is confirmed bI words of Christ. Matt. xvi. _8, _9, as this
is explained in Diss. X. and XII., cap. in nova et cap. quamvis.
Concerning this there is here talked and quarreled against the
invocation of the dear saints, just as if such honest and divine
usage followed in Christendom many centuries were not founded
upon the Scriptures, although St. Jerome in "Ad Jovianum"
writes much concerning the intercession of the saints, and that
this is advantageous to us he proves from the hopeful Scriptures.
That we also receive true report concerning this from the canon

of the holy mass, introduced by the old popes and bishops, and
composed by Gregory and sung in all Christendom, proves that
the intercession and invocation of the dear saints and the Virgin
Mary is not considered useless. We also see this in our daily
experience of miracles which occur everywhere. Consequently
it seems wrong to me to consider and value such as useless and
contrary to the Scriptures, etc.

ZWINGLI.

The good gentlemanalsointervenesand urgesmuch infavor

of the ordinancesand usageof the Church,the fathersand

councilsgatheredtogetherand inspiredby the HolyGhost,and
thinksone shouldnot speakagainstthem,etc. Isayhe willby

no means provethatthecouncilshaveallbeengatheredinthe

name of the HolyGhostforthe purposeof alltheordinances

whichtheymade,sinceithasbeenprovedbeforethattheyoften

have decreedcontrarily,and have resolvedupon, done and

rescindedone thingto-day,to-morrowanother,althoughthe

HolyGhostisatalltimesalike,and doesnotopposehisdecision

once rendered.But when he sayswhat has been decreedby

councilsand fathersistobe obeyedliketheGospels,Isaywhat

isas trueas the Gospelsand in accordancewiththe divine

Spiritone isbound toobey,butnotwhatisdecreedinaccord-
ancewithhuman reason.But as towhatfurtherthanthisisto
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be considered by pope or council as a mortal sin we do not think
that we are in duty bound to treat that the same as the Gospels ;
we wish to be free, not to burden our consciences with that.
E. g., if pope or council commands us, at risk of mortal sin, to

fast, or to eat no egg, no butter, no meat, which God has not
ordered us to do, Luc. x. 7 ; Col. ii. x6, 2i, but is permitted
and made voluntary, therefore we will not believe that such and
other ordinances decreed by the councils are decreed by the
Holy Ghost, and to be respected equally with the Gospel. How
does it happen that they wish to order us to eat no cheese, no

eggs, no milk, but stinking oil, with which they scarcely oil their
shoes at Rome, and otherwise eat chickens and capons? But
if one says it is thus written in the canons and decreed by the

fathers, I say it is written otherwise in Paul, and Christ has given
another and easier law. Now do we owe more obedience to

God or the Holy Ghost, or to human beings? Acts v. 32. But
when he declares the Church has decreed such, she cannot err,

I ask what is meant by "Church?" Does one mean the pope
at Rome, with his tyrannical power and the pomp of cardinals
and bishops greater than that of all emperors and princes? then
I say that this Church has often gone wrong and erred, as every
one knows, since it has destroyed the land and its inhabitants,
burnt cities and ravaged the Christian people, butchering them
for the sake of its earthly pomp, without doubt not on account
of a command of Christ and his apostles. But there is another
Church which the popes do not wish to recognize ; this one is
no other than all right Christians, collected in the name of the
Holy Ghost and by the will of God, which have placed a firm

belief arid an unhesitating hope in God, her spouse. That
Church does not reign according to the flesh powerfully upon
earth, nor does it reign arbitrarily, but depends and rests only
upon the word and will of God, does not seek temporal honor
and to bring under its control much territory and many people

' q Ca.,_t- •
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she does nothing according to her own will or what she thinks
fit, but seeks only what the spirit of God demands, calls for and

decrees. That is the right Church, the spotless bride of Jesus Christ
governed and refreshed by the Spirit of God. But the Church

which is praised so highly by the Papists errs so much and
severely that even the heathens, Turks and Tartars know it well.

But when he refers here to tile words of Christ, Luke x. _6,

"He that heareth you heareth me, and he that despiseth you
despiseth me," and then refers this to pope, bishop, regents of

the Roman churches, I say that such is not the meaning of Jesus
Christ, that we should obey them in all things as they order.
For Christ the Lord knew well that such great braggarts would
sit upon the chair of Moses who would burden the necks of the
poor with unbearable and heavy loads, which they themselves

would not touch with a finger. Hence the saying, "He that
heareth you heareth me," etc., will not serve for that for which

the papists and sophists interpret it, but the right meaning is, as
is also shown by what precedes and follows. When Christ sent

his disciples to preach the Gospel in country and city he spake :

" Go ye and preach," saying the kingdom of God is approaching,
etc.. And later Christ said : "He that receiveth you receiveth

me," as Matt. x. 4o says. This means they should preach His
word and bring it to the people, but not human foolishness and
law. For one serves the Lord in vain if one prefers human
doctrine and decree. And may the good gentleman furthermore

remember what Jerome writes in ad Jovinian concerning the
invocation or intercession of the saints that he has not read

correctly. For it is written ad Vigilantium; but how Jerome
twists the Gospel in regard to invocation or intercession of the

saints, as he does often in other places, that all know who read
Jerome with good judgment.* Finally, in regard to the canon

* ["Zwingli said that if he were only half a man, stood on one leg and

closed one eye, he would nevertheless yield not to Jerome." (Faber.)
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which is read in the mass, and in which invocation and interces-

sion of the saints are referred to, I say one sees readily that the

canon has not been made by one alone, but composed by several.

For there are many useless words therein, as haec dona, haec

munera, etc., from which may be inferred that it has not been

made by one scholar. The apostles never celebrated mass thus;

one also finds that in several instances the custom of the canon

is different from ours, which I shall point out and shortly prove,

if God wills it. Concerning the miracles which are done by the

saints we have spoken before. Who knows through whom or

why God decrees this? * We should not attribute this so readily
on account of our unbelief to the saints when we hesitate con-

cerning Christ and run to those creatures for help. This all is

proof of a weak faith and small hope in Jesus Christ, whom we

do not rightly and entirely trust. Why do we flee from Him and

yea never thought of during his lifetime.' To be sure, when you referred to
Jerome in regard to tile intercession of the saints, he said the argument which

Jerome uses there has no basis in the Scriptures." (" Gyrenrupfen.")]

[" You have omitted that Zwingli even spoke against the public Gos-

pel: ' when one says that the saints accomplished miracles then the devil

has done it.'" (Faber.) "About the intercession of the saints he prom-

ises a separate book: ' the whole heavenly host will be with me, without

suppressing Christ, but rather let him be mediator.' Luchsinger answers:

He (Faber) thinks because Zwingli said something about the wrong craze
for miracles, therefore no one should remember that any more, and each one

think perhaps something has been said about it; it doubtlessly was as Hans

Heyerli (Faber) said. "/'he matter is this: Hans Heyerli and I). Martin
Blansch, of Tlibingen, wished to prove the intercession of the saints by means

of the miracles (which has all occurred now in a roundabout manner, for as
every one knows they have attacked no article). Yes, the saints have done
miracles. Zwingli answered: Miracles are not a sign of divinity, as Christ
himself declares, Matt. vii. 22, but where real miracles do occur through the

saints God does them himself, never the saint% as St. Peter speaks in the Acts
iii. But there occur many miracles by the aid of the devil, so Matt. xxiv. 24:
He also accomplishes miracles, and changes himself into the shape of an angel of

light. ThusZwingli s " ( ..... )]
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seek aid from the saints, especially as we do not recognize
certainly from the Scriptures that they are our intercessors?

After this Dr. Sebastian,* from Schaffhausen, a member of the
order of the Barefoot Monks, arose and began to admonish the

assembled council that they should manage and protect the
evangelical doctrine as until now, since there was no one there
who could bring forward, upon frequent requests, anything more
definite from the Scriptures. But he could not finish ; the vicar
interrupted and said :

Dr. Sebastian, you should keep still and not speak thus. You
know well what you promised my gracious master; it does not
behoove a man to be so vacillating, to be moved like a reed by

the wind ; you had not promised that before.
Answered the aforesaid Dr. Sebastian : Dear gentlemen, what

1 have promised the bishop that I have faithfully and honorably
kept, but his people have not fulfilled and carried out what they
promised to me; that you may testify what I have said here in
public.

After this speech there arose another doctor, lector and
preacher from Bern, of the order of the Barefoot Monks, t and
admonished the wise council of Zurich, speaking as follows :

Honorable, careful, wise, gracious, favorable gentlemen of
Zurich, your intention and opinion, published in all places by
means of open letter for the aid of the Gospel, pleases me well,
and praised be God that you are the people to further and not

to obstruct the word of God, and pray God that He will not turn
away and cause your wisdom to desert from such a godly under-

4,Dr. Sebastian Itofmeister.

t Sebastian Meyer, born at Neuenburg on the Rhine, in Elsass, twenty miles

north of Basel, 1465; studied at Basel and in Germany; became D. D.; en-

tered the Franciscan order; taught in monasteries in Strassburg and Bern ; was
a rather violent friend of the Reformation. lle accepted Lutheran views on

the Eucharist, and died in Strassburg, 1545, after preaching in Bern and Augs-

burg as well as there.
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taking, and that He will give and lend you power and might,
strength and comfort, that you will be frightened by no temporal
power, whether of pope, bishop or emperor, but so act in these
matters that it will redound to God in the future and your eternal

praise. And do not mind that you _re a small body and few. I
do not say this to scorn you, but I mean it thus, that you are not
equal to a whole kingdom and are considered too few to struggle

against so many nations. Remember that God has always by
means of the smallest and weakest caused His divine word and

will to appear in the world, keeping the same hidden from the
great sages of this world. Therefore fear not those who can
injure the body; they cannot harm the soul. Do not mind that
there are now opposed to the truth of the Gospel bishop, pope
and sophists. Thus is it considered by God to make the wise of
this world ignorant, and cause the truth to be made clear by
the simple. Therefore I beg your wisdom to remain steadfast in
the word of God, which I shall also faithfully report to my lords.
of Bern, whose preacher I am, not in the cathedral, but a lector

of the order of Barefoot Monks, and 1 shall sing )our honor and
praise. Then he sat down again.

After this the mayor of Zurich again exhorts if any one w]she_

to say more in regard to these matters he should do it. My
lords, he says, are tired of sitting. It will also soon be time to
dine.

Then arose a canon of Zurich, by name Master Jacob Edli-
bach, and spoke thus:

Now listen, dear sirs: My good friend and brother, Master
Ulrich, has before exhorted, in the name of Christian love, all
those who have anything against him to speak. Now I have

had a dispute with him concerning several matters and sayings,
but the same was finally brought by both of us before the chapter,
where it was settled, so that I thought it was over and should be
referred to by no one any more. But now, since Master Ulrich
has exhorted those who have spokq
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step forth in the name of God, I have thought he may mean me

also. Hence I say if Master Ulrich desires that that which was

treated of between me and him remain in the knowledge of my

lords of the chapter I am satisfied, and shall refer to it no more.

For the matter is bad and worthless ; also I know naught con-

cerning Master Ulrich, except as a good friend and brother of

the chapter. But in so far as he does not wish this, and urges

me on, then I shall bring it before you gentlemen. For there

are some behind there inciting and saying in scorn one dare not

speak.
ZWINGLI.

Dear sirs : I had earnestly resolved to call all those here three

times by name who have accused me of being a heretic and the

like, but I had really forgotten it now, and furthermore I would

never have thought of the good gentleman, Master Jacob

Edlibach. It is simply this, I did treat with him concerning a

matter before the prior and chapter, which I did not think

necessary to bring, indeed would never have thought of bringing
forward here. But since he himself, uncalled for, arises and

desires to refer to and settle the matter here, I am well satisfied.

" " MASTER JACOB.

It is of no consequence. I came to Master Ulrich's house

and he satisfied me, and although not entirely, still I am satisfied.

I know nothing concerning him, except all good. I consider

him a good gentleman and brother, hence if he wishes to leave

matters as they have been settled before the prior and chapter, I

am entirely content.
ZWINGLI.

You may well refer to it here; I am well satisfied, and I had
rather have it before these gentlemen, since you yourself

reported it.
But there were several there, perhaps relatives of the afore-

said ...... 1._^v. who said and' that Master Ulrich
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ought to act more politely, since one had scarcely incited Master
Jacob to speak.

To this Master Ulrich answered that he had never thought of
the said Master Jacob, nor would it have occurred to him that

he should speak concerning this, etc.
Thus there arose a dispute ; some of the councilors wanted the

matter to be settled before the chapter, since it had been com-
menced there; the others thought that it should be tried in the
presence of the scholars and gentlemen: but finally the matter
was no more thought of and thus quieted, perhaps left to the

chapter and thus remained unreferred to. This I report
(although not serving much to the purpose) that I may not be
accused of not understanding and refuting all speeches and op-
position which occurred at that time.*

* [" How could you say truthfully that you have reported and under-

stood all speeches and rebuttals, when I show to you that you have wronged
not only me, but others, also Zwingli. You have omitted from my state-
ments two quotations, with their additions, Matt. xxviii, zo: ' I am with

you,' etc., and John xiv. I6: ' I will pray the Father, and he shall give

you another Comforter,' etc. Do you know now what I said thereupon?
Since the appealing to the saints has gone on, also the mass has been held as

a sacrifice throughout the whole of Christendom, not only now for a thousand,

but for thirteen and fourteen hundred years, and if it were not true or right-
eous, then Christ would have wickedly forgotten us and the eternal truth; yes,
he would have badly kept his word. But he has said : Behold this is a mys-
tery; nor has he also said: Only after Iooo or x2oo years shall I first come

again to my bride the churches. He said: Every day unto the end of the

world. And although we did not heed these words of Christ, regardless of the

fact that his words are everlasting, according to Isaiah, and he alone is the

truth, and furthermore cannot lie, according to St. Paul, and he is the one

whom St. John calls the faithful and true, and sooner will heaven and earth

perish rather than his words, still we would have the other promise of the

Holy Ghost, who, it has been promised, will remain with us unto eternity.
Hence I do not in great affairs carelessly leave or desert from the Church, but
I entrust that rather to Christ. Now what I report has been kept by the

Church for so many centuries, hence I would be very careful, since the two
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Aftel this the mayor of Zurich permitted every one who did

not belong to the council to go to his lodging and dine, until

further request, for it was now approaching noon. But the

councilors the aforesaid mayor ordered to remain, perhaps to

consult further concerning this. * Thus they arose, and many of

the strangers went to their lodging. This much was done in the
forenoon.

After all had eaten they were told to appear again in the city

hall to hear the decision made by the wise council of Zurich.t

After all had gathered, there was publicly read before the
council as is written hereafter:

When in the name of the Lord and upon the request of the

mayor, council and great council of the city of Zurich, and for
the reasons contained in the letters sent to you, you had

obediently appeared, etc., and when again a year having passed

since the honorable embassy of our gracious Lord of Constance, on

account of such matters as you have heard to-day, was here in

the city of Zurich before the mayor, small and great councils,
and when these matters having been discussed in various fashions

I also can prove it with the Scriptures, and thus I feel like the honest old
peasants: when one wishes to abolish their old traditions and praiseworthy
usages, which are not contrary to God, they do not like to obey and allow it.
And thus I feel in regard to the said sayings, I trust to Christ and God and the
Holy Ghost that thus far they have not deserted us, and I say also agree with
St. Jerome, that in regard to these matters I shall rightly hold to the faith
which I have received from the maternal breast. Although the doctrine of
yourself and your brethren would be very acceptable to me, for I would not be
allowed to pray, fast or do other good wod_s, but if I did them I should com-
mit a sinj therefore I would probably go to heaven. But since perchance l
cannot ask much, therefore I do not wish to lose the interce._qionof the saints,
and especially of the Virgin Mary." (Faher.) ]

• [" Bullinger puts here the word of the mayor: And the sword with which
he from Fislisbach was murdered does not wish to appear to fight."]

t ["Which has been decided upon in accordance with the debate held."
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it was reported that our gracious Lord of Constance was about

to call together the scholars in his bishopric, also the preachers

of the neighboring bishoprics and parishes, to advise, help and

treat with them, so that a unanimous decision might be reached

and each one would know what to rely on, but since until now

by our gracious Lord of Constance, perhaps from good reasons,

not much has been done in this matter, and since more and

more disputes are arising among ecclesiasts and laymen, therefore

once more the mayor, council and great council of the city of

Zurich, in the name of God, for the sake of peace and Christian

unanimity, have fixed this day, and for the advantage of the

praiseworthy embassy of our gracious Lord of Constance (for

which they gave their gracious, high and careful thanks) have

also for this purpose by means of open letter, as stated above,

written, called and sent for all secular clergy, preachers and

spiritual guides, together and individually, from all their counties

into their city, in order that in the examination they might con-

front with each other those mutually accusing each other of

being heretics. But since Master Ulrich Zwingli, canon and

preacher of the Great Minster in the city of Zurich, has been

formerly much talked against and blamed for his teachings, yet

no one, upon his declaring and explaining his Articles, has arisen

against him or attempted to overcome him by means of the

Scriptures, and when he has several times also called upon those

who have accused him of being a heretic to step forward, and

no one showed in the least heresy in his doctrines, thereupon

the aforesaid mayor, council and great council of this city of

Zurich, in order to quell disturbance and dispute, upon due
deliberation and consultation have decided, resolved, and it is

their earnest opinion, that Master Ulrich Zwingli continue and

keep on as before to proclaim the holy Gospel and the correct

divine Scriptures with the spirit of God in accordance with his

capabilities so long and so frequently until something better is

made known to him. Furthermore, all your secular clergy,
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spiritual guides and preachers in your cities and counties and

estates shall undertake and preach nothing except what they can

defend by the Gospels and other right divine Scriptures;

furthermore, they shall in no wise in the future slander, call each
other heretic or insult in such manner. Those which seem

contrary and do not obey will be restrained in such manner that

they must see and discover that they have committed wrong.

Done the Thursday after Carolus, in the city of Zurich, on the
_9th day of January, in the year i5_ 3.

Thereupon Master Ulrich Zwingli arose and spoke thus : * God

be praised and thanked whose divine word will reign in heaven

and upon earth. And you, my lords of Zurich, the eternal God

doubtlessly will also in other affairs lend strength and might, so

that you may in future advance and preach the truth of God,

the divine Gospel, in your country. Do not doubt that Almighty

God will make it good and reward you in other matters. Amen.

Whether this decision having been read pleased the vicar of

Constance or not I really don't know, for he spoke thus:t

Dear gentlemen, much has been spoken to-day against the

praiseworthy old traditions, usage and ordinance of the holy
popes and fathers, whose ordinances and decrees have until now

been held in all Christendom true, just and sinless._/ To pro-

* ["Zwingli spoke with great joy after the aforesaid decision had been
read." (Bullinger.)]

["And first here the vicar became angry, saying: My dear gentlemen, I
read to-day Master Ulrich's Articles for the firsttime, which before I had had
no time to glance over." (Bnllinger.)]

$["'You know that it is true that before I or all priests had come to
Zitrich no one knew your word, whereon the dispute was based, and I tell
yon that I w_,uld have thought sooner of death than that there should
be a debate at Ziirich concerning the intercession of the saints. Hence
you probably marked well that I said I thought I had come to Ziirieh, but
I see I am in Picardy, and this saying I explained to be from the here-




