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THE

HISTORY OF ROME.

BOOK XXII.

Hannibal, after a laborious mareh of four days and three nights, without re«
pose, through the marshes, in which he lost an eye, arrives in Ktruria.
Caius Flaminius, consul, 2 man of rash and inconsiderate conduct, is in.
volved, by the artifice of Hannibal, in a dangerous defile, and cut of, with
the greatest part of his army Fabius Maximus created dictator, and sent
against Hannibal; avoids fighting snd baffies Hannibal’s efforts. The
master of the horse, Marcus Minucius, excites general dissatisfaction
against the dictator’s dilatory conduct ; is made equal to him in authority;
engages the enemy with his half of the forces, and is saved from uiter
destruction by Fabius coming opportunely to his relief, with the other
half of the Roman army; ackno .ledges his misconduct, and puts himself
again under the command of the dictator. Hannibal, shut up by Fabius,
in a valley at Cassilinum, extricates himself by a stratagem of tying fire-
brands to the horns of oxen. Emilius Paullus and Terentius Varro utterly
def:ated at Cannz, the former being slain, with forty-five thousand men,
of whom were eighty senators, and thirty who had served the office of
consul. prztor. or zdile. A project of abandoning Italy quashed by
Publius Cornelius Scipio, a military tribune, who afterwards acquired the
surname of Africanus. Prosperous e:entsin Spain. The Romans enlist
slaves; refuse t. ransom the prisoners; go out, in a body, te meet Varro,
and thank him for not despairing of the commonwealth.

I. AT the first approach of spring, Hannibal quitted his
winter station. He had been foiled before, in his y p 535
attempt to pass over the Appennine, by the intolera- B. C. 2.
ble severity of the cold; for he would gladly have effected it,
exposed as he was, during his stay in quarters, to the utmost
degree of apprehension and danger. For, when the Gauls,
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HISTORY OF ROME. [Y.R. 535.

whom the hopes® of spoil and pillage had allured to his
standard, perceived, that, instead of carrying off booty from
the lands of others, their own had become the seat of war,
and that they were burthened with the winter residence of
both the contending armies, they turned upon Hannibal the
enmity which they had harboured against the Romans.
Many plots were formed against him, by their chiefs, from
the effects of which he was preserved, by their treacherously
betraying one another, and discovering their designs, through
the same inconstancy which led them to conspire against him.
But still he was careful to guard himself against their plots,
by frequent disguises; changing sometimes his dress, some-
times the covering of his head. However, his fears, on this
account, were his principal motives for leaving his winter
quarters earlier than usual. In the mean time at Rome,
Cneius Servilius entered on the office of consul, on the
ides of March. He proposed to the senate to take under
consideration the statc of the commonwealth ; whereupon the
clamour against Caius Flaminius was renewed. ¢ They
created,” they said, “two consuls, yet had but one. For
what legal authority, what auspices did the other possess?
These the magistrates carried with them from home, from
their own tutelar gods; and also those of the public, the
Latine festival being celebrated, the sacrifices on the Alban
mount performed, and vows duly offered in the Capitol.
Setting out in a private capacity, he could not carry the aus-
pices with him, peither could he take them new, and for the
first time, in a foreign soil.” Their apprehensions were in-
creased by reports of prodigies, brought from various places
at once. In Sicily, a number of arrows, and in Sardinia, the
truncheon of a horseman, as he was going the rounds of the
watch on the walls of Sulci, took fire, as was said ; many fires
were seen blazing on the shore; two shields sweated blood ;
several soldiers were struck by lightning ; and the sun’s orb
appeared to be contracted. At Prazneste, red-hot stones fell
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from the sky. At Arpi, bucklers were seen in the air, and the
sun fighting with themoon. At Capena,two moonsappeared in
the day-time. At Care, the streams of water were mixed
with blood; and even the fountain of Hercules was tinged
with bloody spots. In the district of Antium, while people
were reaping, bloody ears of corn fell into a basket. At Fa-
lerii, the sky seemed to be rent asunder with a very wide
cleft, and through the opening a strong light burst forth; the
divining tickets, without any apparent cause, were diminished
in size, and one fell out, which had this inscription, ¢ Mars
brandishes his spear.” About the same time, at Rome, the
statue of Mars, on the Appian road, and the images of the
wolves, sweated. At Capua, the sky appeared as if on fire,
and the moon as falling amongst rain. Afterwards, prodigies
of lesser note were heard of : some asserted that goats were
converted into sheep; that a hen was turned into a male, and
2 cock into a female. The consul, laying before the senate
all these matters, as reported, and bringing the authors of
the reports into the senate-house, proposed to their conside-
ration the affairs of religion. They decreed, that those pro-
digies should be expiated, some with the greater, some with
the lesser victims; and that a supplication for three days
should be performed at all the shrines; that, when the de-
cemvirs should have inspected the boeks, all other particulars
should be conducted in such manner as the gods should de-
clare, in their oracles, to be agreeable to them. By the di-
rection of the decemvirs, it was decreed, that, first, a golden
thunderbolt, of fifty pounds weight, should be made as an
offering to Jupiter; and that offerings of silver should be
presented to Junoand Minerva; that sacrifices of the greater
victims should be offered to Juno Regina, on the Aventine,
and to Juno Sospita, at Lanuvium; that the matrons, cen-
tributing such sums of money as might be convenient to
each, should carry an offering to Juno Regina, to the Aven-
tine,;and celebrate a lectisternium to her: and that even the
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descendants of freed women should make a contribution, in
proportion to their abilities, out of which an offering should
be made to Feronia. When these orders were fulfilled, the
decemvirs sacrificed, with the greater victims, in the Forum
at Ardea: and, lastly, so late as the month of December,
sacrifices were offered at the temple of Saturn, in Rome, and
a lectisternium was ordered: on which occasion the couches
were laid out by senators, and also a public banquet. Pro-
clamation was likewise made through the city, of a feast of
Saturn, to be celebrated during a day and a night, and the
people were commanded to keep that day as a festival, and to
ohserve it for ever.

II. While the consul was employed at Rome in endea-
vouring to procure the favour of the gods, and in levying
troops, Hannibal, set out from his winter quarters, and hear-
ing that the consul Flaminius had already arrived at Arre-
tium, he chose — notwithstanding that another road, less
difficult, but longer, was pointed out to him, -—— the shorter
one through marshes, which, at that time, were overflowed
by the river Arnus, to an unusual height. He ordered the
Spaniards and Africans, the main strength of his veteran
troops, to march in the van, with their baggage between their
divisions; that, in case they should be obliged to halt, they
might not be at a loss.for a supply of neccssaries ; then the
Gauls to follow, so that they should compose the centre of
the line, the cavalry in the rear; and after them Mago, with
the light-armed Numidians, as 2 rear guard, to prevent the
troops from straggling; particularly to hinder the Gauls, if
weary of the labour, or of the length of the journey. from
attempting either to slip away, or to stay behind: for that
people, it had been found, want firmness to support fatigue.
The troops in the van, though almost swallowed in mud, and
frequently plunging entirely under water, yet followed the
standards wherever their guides led the way, but the Gauls
could neither keep their feet, nor, when they fell, raise them-

-
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selves out of the gulfs, which were formed by the river
from the steepness of its banks. They were destitute of
spirits and almost hope; and while some, with difficulty,
dragged on their enfeebled limbs, others, exhausted by the
length of way, having once fallen, lay there, and died among
the cattle, of which great numbers also perished. But what
utterly overpowered them, was the want of sleep, which they
had now endured for four days and three nights; for no dry
spot could be found on which they might stretch their wea-
ried limbs, so that they could only throw their baggage into
the water in heaps, on the top of which they laid themselves
down. Even the cattle, which lay dead in abundance along
the whole course of their march, afforded them a temporary
bed, as they looked for no further accommodation for sleep-
ing, than something raised above the water. Hannibal him-
self, having a complaint in his eyes, occasioned, at first, by
the unwholesome air of the spring, when changes are fre-
quent from heat to cold, rode on the only elephant which he
had remaining, in order to keep himself as high as possible
above the water; but, at length, the want of sleep, the
damps of the night, with those of the marshes, so disordered
his head, that, as he had neither place nor time to make use
of remedies, he lost one of his eyes.

III. At length, after great numbers of men and cattle had
perished miserably, he got clear of the marshes ; and, on the
first dry ground at which he arrived, pitched his camp.
Here, from scouts, whom he had sent forward, he learned with
certainty, that the Roman army lay round the walls of Ar-
retium. He then employed the utmost diligence in inquiring
into the disposition and designs of the consul, the nature of
the several parts of the country, the roads, and the sources
from which provisions might be procured, with every other
circumstance requisite to be known. As to the country, it
was one of the most fertile in Italy: the Etrurian plains,
which lie between Fasule and Arretium, abounding with
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corn: and cattle, and plenty of every thing useful. The con-
sul was inflated with presumption since his former consulate,
and too regardless, not only of the laws and the dignity of
the senate, but even of the gods. This head-strong self-suf-
ficiency, natural to his disposition, Fortune had cherished,
by the prosperous course of success which she had granted
him, in his administration of affairs, both civil and military.
There was, therefore, sufficient reason to suppose, that with-
out regarding the sentiments of gods or men, he would act
on all occasions with presumption and precipitancy ; and the
Carthaginian, in order the more effectually to dispose him to
follow the bias of his natural imperfections, resclved to ir-
ritate and exasperate him. With this view, leaving the
enemy on his left, and pointing his route towards Fazsule,
he marched through the heart of Etruria, ravaging the
country, and exhibiting to the consul, at a distance, a view
of the greatest devastations that could be effected by fire and
sword. Flaminius, even had the enemy lain quiet, would
not have been content to remain inactive ; but now, seeing
the property of ‘the allies plundered and destroyed before
his eyes, he thought that on him must fall the disgrace of
Hannibal's overrunning the middle of Italy, and even march-
ing. without opposition, to attack the very walls of Rome.
Notwithstanding that every member of his council recom-
mended safe, rather than specious measures ; that he should
wait the arrival of his colleague, when they might enter on
the business with joint forces, and with united spirit and
judgment ; and that, in the mean time, the enemy should be
restrained from his unbounded license in plundering, by
means of the cavalry and light auxiliaries ; he burst away in
a rage, and displayed, at once, the signals both for marching
and fighting. ¢ We must lie, then,” said he, ¢ under the
walls of Arretium, because here is our native city, and our
household gods; let Hannibal slip out of our hands, ravage
Italy, and, after wasting and burning all the rest, sit down
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before Rome ; not stir from hence, in short, until the senate
summons Caius Flaminius from Arretium, as formerly Ca-
millus from Veii.” While he upbraided them in this manner, ¢
he ordered the standards to be raised with speed; and
having mounted on horseback, the animal, by a sudden
plunge, displaced him frem his seat, and threw him over his
head. All present were greatly dismayed by such an inaus-
picious omen, at the opening of the campaign ; and, to add
to their uneasiness, an account was brought, that one of the
standards could not be pulled out of the ground, though the
standard-bearer endeavoured it with his utmost strength.
The consul, turning to the messenger, said, ¢ Do you also
bring a letter from the senate, forbidding me to act? Go,
bid them dig up the standard, if fear has so benumbed their
hands, that they cannot pull it out.” The army then began
to march, while the principal officers, besides being averse
from the design, were terrified at the two prodigies; but
the generality of the soldiers rejoiced at the presumptuous
conduct of the general; for they looked no farther than the
confidence which he displayed, and never examined the
grounds on which it was founded.

IV. Hannibal, the more to exasperate the enemy, and
provoke him to seek revenge for the sufferings of his allies,
desolated, with every calamity of war, the whole tract or
country between the city of Cortona and the lake Trasi-
menus. And now the army had arrived at a spot, formed by
nature for an ambuscade, where the Trasimenus approaches
closest to the Crotonian mountains. Between them is only
a very narrow road, as if room had been designedly left for
that purpose ; farther on, the ground opens’to somewhat a
greater width, and, beyond that, rises a range of hills. On
these, he formed a camp in open view, where himself, with
the African and Spanish infantry only, was to take post.
The Balearians, and other light-armed troops, he drew
round behind the mountains, and posted the cavalry near the
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entrance of the defile, where they were effectually concealed
by some rising grounds ; with design, that as soon as the
Romans entered the pass, the cavalry should take possession
of the road, and thus the whole space be shut up, between
the lake and the mountains. Flaminius, though he arrived
at the lake about sunset, took no care to examine the ground,
but next morning, before it was clear day, passed through
the narrow way, and when the troops began to spread into
the wider ground, they saw only that party of the ememy
which fronted them ; those in ambush on their rear, and over
their heads, guite escaped their notice. - The Carthaginian,
having now gained the point at which he aimed, the Roman
being pent up between the mountains and the lake, and sur-
rounded by his troops, immediately gave the signal for the
whole to charge at once, They accordingly poured down,
every one by the shortest way he could find, and the sur-
prize was the more sudden and alarming, because a mist,
rising from the lake, lay thicker on the low grounds, than
on the mountains ; while the parties of the enemy, seeing
each other distinctly enough from the several eminences,
were the better able to run down together. The Romans,
before they could discover their foe, learned, from the shouts
raised on all sides, that they were surrounded ; and the at-
tack began on their front and flank, before they could pro-
perly form a line, or get ready their arms, and draw their
swords.

V. In the midst of the general consternation, the consul,
perilous as the conjucture was, showed abundance of intre-
pidity ; he restored, as well as the time and place would al-
low, the ranks, which were disordered by the men turning
themselves about at all the various shouts, and wherever he
could come or be heard, encouraged, and charged them to
stand steady, and to fight; telling them, that ¢ they must
not expect to get clear of their present situation, by vows
and pravers to the gods, butby strength and courage. By the
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sword, men opened a way through the midst of embattled
foes ; and, in general, the less fear the less danger.” But
such was the noise and tumult, that neither his counsel nor
commands could be heard with distinctness; and so far
were the soldiers from knowing each his own standard, his
rank, and post, that scarcely had they sufficient presence of
mind to take up their arms, and get ready for fighting; so
that many, while they were rather encumbered than defended
-by them, were overpowered by the enemy. Besides, the dark-
ness was so great, that they had more use of their ears than
of their eyes. The groans of the wounded, the sound of
blows on the men’s bodies or armour, with the confused
cries of threatening and terror, drew attention from one side
to another. Some, attempting to fly, were stopped by running
against a party engaged in fight; others, returning to the
fight, were driven back by a body of runaways. At length,
after they had made many fruitless essays in every quarter,
and inclosed, as they were, by the mountains and lake on
the sides, by the enemy’s forces on the front and rear, they
evidently perceived that there was no hope of safety but in
their valour and their weapons. Every one’s own thoughts
then supplied the place of command and exhortation to ex-
ertion, and the action began anew, with fresh vigour; but
the troops were not marshalled according to the distinct bo-
dies of the different orders of soldiers, nor so disposed, that
the van-guard should fight before the standards, and the rest
of the troops behind them; or that each soldier was in his
own legion, or cohort, or company : chance formed their
bands, and every man’s post in the battle, either before or
behind the standards, was fixed by his own choice. So in-
tense was the ardour of the engagement, so eagerly was
their attention occupied by the fight, that not one of the
combatants perceived a great earthquake, which, at the.time,
overthrew large portions of many of the cities of Italy,
turned rapid rivers out of their courses, carried up the sea
voL. 1.—B
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into the rivers, and by the violence of the convulsion,
levelled mountains.

VI. They fought for near three hours, and furiously in
every part: but round the consul the battle was particularly
hot and bloody. The ablest of the men attended him, and
he was himself surprisingly active in supporting his troops,
wherever he saw them pressed, or in need of assistance;
and, as he was distinguished above others by his armour,
the enemy pointed their utmost efforts against him, while.
his own men defended him with equal vigour. At length,
an Insubrian horseman, (his name Decario,) knowing his
face, called out to his countrymen, * Behold, this is the con-
sul, who cut to pieces our legions, and depopulated our
country and city. I will now offer this victim to the shades
of my countrymen, who lost their lives in that miserable
manner ;” then, giving spurs to his horse, he darted through
the thickest of the enemy ; and, after first killing his armour-
bearer, who threw himself in the way of the attack, ran the
consul through with his lance. He then attempted to spoil
him of his arms, but the veterans, covering the body with
their shields drove him back. This event first caused a
great number of the troops to fly; and now, so great was
their panic, that neither lake nor mountain stopped them;
through every place, however narrow or steep, they ran with
blind haste, and arms, and men, were tumbled together in
promiscuous disorder. Great numbers, finding no room for
farther flight, pushed into the lake, and plunged themselves
in such a manner, that only their heads and shoulders were
above water. The violence of their fears impelled some to
make the desperate attempt of escaping by swimming: but
this proving impracticable, on account of the great extent of
the lake, they either exhausted their strength, and were
drowned in the deep, or, after fatiguing themselves to no pur-
pose, made their way back, with the utmost difficulty, to the
shallows, and were there slain, wherever they appeared, by
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the enemy’s horsemen wading into the same. About six
thousand of the van-guard, bravely forcing their way threugh
the opposite enemy, got clear of the defile, and knowing
nothing of what was passing behind them, halted on a rising
ground, where they could only hear the shouting, and the
din of arms, but could not see, by reason of the darkness,
nor judge with any certainty, as to the fortunes of the day:
At length, after the victory was decided, the increasing heat
of the sun dispelling the mist, the prospect was opened.
The mountains and plains showed the desperate condition
of their affairs, and the shocking carnage of the Roman army:
wherefore, lest, on their being seen at a distance, the cavalry
should be sent against them, they hastily raised their stand-
ards, and hurried away with all possible speed. Next
day, when, besides their other distresses, they were threat-
ened with the extremity of hunger, Maharbal, who, with the
whole body of cavalry, had overtaken them during the night,
pledging his faith, that if they surrendered their arms, he
would suffer them to depart with single garments, they de-
livered themselves into his hands. But this capitulation
Hannibal observed with Punic sincerity, and threw them ¢
into chains.

VII. Such was the memorable fight at the Thrasimenus,
and the severe blow there received by the Romans, remarkable
among the few disasters of the kind, which the nation has
ever undergone. Of the Romans, fiftcen thousand were slain
in the field; ten thousand, who fled, and dispersed themselves
through every part of Etruria, made their way afterwards,
by different roads, home to the city. Of the enemy, one thou-
sand five hundred perished in the fight, and a great manv af-
terwards of their wounds. By some writers, the loss of men
on both sides is represented as vastly greater: for my part,
besides that I wish to avoid the magnifying any particular
whatever, an error to which writers arc in general teo prone,
I think it reasonable to give the preference to the authority
of Fabius, who lived in the very time of this war. Hannibul
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dismissed, without ransom, such of the prisoners as were na-~
tives of Latium, the Romans he loaded with chains. He then
ordered that the bodies of his own men should be collected,
from among the heaps of the enemy, and buried; directing,
at the same time, that the body of Flaminius shouald be sought
for, with intention to honour him with a funeral; but after a
most diligent search, it could not be found. As soon as the
first news of this disaster arrived at Rome, the people, in
great terror and tumult, crowded together into the Forum.
The matrons, running up and down the streets, asked every
one who came in their way, what sudden calamity was said
to have happened; in what state was the army? At length, af-
ter a crowd, not less numerous than that of a full assembly
of the people, had collected in the Comitium, and about the
senate-house, calling on the magistrates for information, a
little before sun-set, Marcus Pomponius, the prator, told
them, “ We have been defeated in a great battle.” Though
nothing more particular was heard from him, yet the people,
catching up rumours, one from another, returned to their
houses with accounts, that, *the consul was slain, together
with a great part of his army; that few survived, and that
these were either dispersed through Etruria, or taken by the
enemy.” Every kind of misfortune, which had ever befallen
vanquished troops, was now pictured in the anxious minds
of those, whose relations had served under the consul Caius
Flaminius, having no positive information on which they
could found either hope or fear. During the next, and seve-
ral succeeding days, a multitude, composed of rather more
women than men, stood round the gates, watching for the
arrival, either of their friends, or of some who might give
intelligence concerning them; and whenever any person came
up, they crowded about him with eager inquiries; nor could
they be prevailed on to retire, especially from such as were
of their acquaintance, until they had examined minutely into
every particular. Then, when they did separate from about
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the informants, might be seen their countenances expressive
of various emotions, according as the intelligence, which
each received, was pleasing or unfavourable; and numbers,
surrounding them, returned to their houses offering either
congratulations or comfort. Among the women, particularly,
the effects both of joy and grief were very conspicuous; one,
as we are told, meeting, unexpectedly, at the very gate, her
son returning safe, expired at the sight of him: another, who
sat in her house, overwhelmed with grief, in consequence of
a false report of her son’s death, on seeing that son return-
ing, died immediately, through excess of joy. The pretors,
during several days, kept the senate assembled in their
house, from the rising to the setting of the sun, deliberating
by what commander, or with what forces, opposition could
be made to the victorious Carthaginians.

VIII. Before they had fully determined on the plans to
be pursued, they received an account of another unexpected
disaster: four thousand horsemen, who had been sent by
Servilius, the consul, to the aid of his colleague, under the
command of Caius Centenius, pro-prator, were cut off by
Hannibal, in Umbria, whither, on hearing of the fight at the
Thrasimenus, they had marched to avoid him. The news of
this event affected people differently: some, having their
minds occupied by grief, for misfortunes of a momentous
kind, certainly deemed the recent loss of the cavalry light,
in comparison: others judged not of the accident by its own
intrinsic importance; but considered, that, as in a sickly con-
stitution, a slight cause is attended with more sensible effects,
than a more powerful one in a constitution possessed of vigour;
so any kind of misfortune, happening to the commonwealth
in its present debilitated condition, ought to be estimated,
not by the magnitude of the affair itself, but by the enfeebled
state of the same, which could not endure any degree of ag-
gravation to its distresses. Accordingly, the state had re-
course to a remedy, which foralong time past had neitherbeen



£+

14 HISTORY OF ROME. [Y.R. 535.

used nor wanted, the nomination of a dictator: and because
the consul, who alone was supposed to possess the power of
nominating that officer, was abroad, and it was difficult to
send either messenger or letter, through those parts of [taly,
occupied, as they were, by the Carthaginian arms; and as the
people could not create a dictator, no precedent having yet
existed for it, they therefore, in an assembly, created a pro-
dictator, Quintus Fabius Maximus, and a master of the
horse, Marcus Minucius Rufus. These received a charge
from the senate, to strengthen the walls and towers of the
city; to post troops in proper places, and to break down the
bridges on the rivers; since, having proved unequal to the
defence of Italy, they must fight at their own doors in de-
fence of the city.

IX. Hannibal marched straight forward, through Umbria,
as far as Spoletum; which town, after he had utterly wasted
all the adjoining country, he attempted to take by storm,
but, being repulsed, with the loss of a great number of men,
and judging, from the strength of that single colony, his at-
tempt on which had ended so little to his advantage, what
great difficulties he had to surmount, before he could master
the city of Rome, he changed the direction of his route to-
ward the territory of Picenum, which not only abounded
with provisions of all sorts, but was, besides, well stored
with booty, which his needy and rapacious soldiers greedily
seized. There he remained, during several days, in one fixed
post, and refreshed his men, who had been severely fatigued
by their long marches in the winter season, and through the
marshes, as well as by the battle, which, though favourable
in the issue, was not gained without danger and fatigue. Af-
ter allowing sufficient rest to his troops, who, however, de-
lighted more in plundering and ravaging, than in ease and
repose, he put them in motion, and spread devastation
through the territories of Pratulia and Adria, the country of
the Marsians, Manucinians, and Pelegnians, and the neigh-
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bouring tract of Apulia, round Arpi and Luceria. The con-/
sul, Cnelus Servilius, had fought some slight battles with the
Gauls, and taken one town of no great consequence; when,
hearing of the disaster of his colleague, and the troops under
his command, and being filled with apprehensions for the ca-
pital of his country, he resolved not to be out of the way, in
a conjuncture of such extreme danger; he therefore marched
directly-towards Rome. Quintus Fabius Maximus, dictator,
a second time, on the day wherein he entered into office, as-
sembled the senate, when he commenced his administration
with attention to the gods. Having proved, to the conviction
of the assembly, that the faults committed by Caius Flami-
nius, the consul, through his neglect of the established sa-
cred rites, and the auspices, were even greater than those
which arose from his rashness and want of judgment; and
that it was necessary to learn from the gods themselves, what
atonements would appease their wrath, he prevailed on them
to pass an order, which was not usual, except when some
terrible prodigies were announced, that the decemvirs should
consult the Sibylline leaves. These, after inspecting those
books of the fates, reported to the senate, that, * the vow
made to Mars, on occasion of the present war, had not been
duly fulfilled; that it must be performed anew, and that in a
more ample manner; that the great games must be vowed
to Jupiter; and temples to Venus Erycina and Mens; that a
supplication and lectisternium must be performed, and a
sacred spring vowed, in case success attended their arms,
and that the commonwealth remained in the same state in
which it had been when the war began.” The senate, con-
sidering that Fabius would have full employment in the
management of the war, ordered that Marcus Amilius, the-
preetor, should take care, that all these matters might be per-
formed in due time, according to the directions of the college
of pontiffs.

X. On the passing of these decrees of the senate, the chief
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pontiff, Lucius. Cornelius Lentulus, being advised with by
the college of prztors, gave his opinion, that before any
other steps were taken, the people should be consulted with
respect to the sacred si)ring; for that a vow of that import
could not be made without their order. Accordingly, the
question was proposed to the people in these words: * Do ye
choose and order, that what I am going to propose, shall be
performed in this manner: that, in case the commonwealth of
the Roman people, the Quirites, shall (as I wish it may) be
preserved in safety, during the next five years, from these
wars, namely, the war which subsists between the Roman
people and the Carthaginians; and the wars subsisting with
the Gauls, who dwell on this side of the Alps; then the
Roman people, the Quirites, shall present, as an offering,
whatever the spring shall produce, from the herds of swine,
sheep, goats, or oxen; of which produce, accruing from the
day when the senate and peaple shall appoint, whatever shall
not have been appropriated by consecration, shall be sacrificed
to Jupiter. Let him who makes the offering, make it at what
time, and in what form he shall choose: in whatsoever manner
he does it, let the offering be deemed proper: if that which
ought to be sacrificed die, let it be deemed as unconsecrated;
and let-no guilt ensue. If any person undesignedly shall
break, or kill it, let him incur no penalty. If any shall steal
it, let not guilt be imputed to the people, nor to him from
whom it is stolen. If any, unknowingly, offer the sacrifice on
a forbidden day, let the offering be deemed good. Whether
the offering shall be made by night or by day, whether by a
freeman or a slave, let it be deemed good. If the senate and
people shall order it to be made on an earlier day than a
person shall make it, let the people be acquitted, and free
from the guilt thereof.” On the same account, a vow was
made to celebrate the great games, at the expense of three
hundred and thirty-three thousand three hundred and thirty-
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three asses and one, third ;¥ besides three hundrefl oxen to
be offéred to ]ﬁpiter; and white oxen, and other victims, to
many-other deities. The vows being duly made, a proclama-
tion was issued for a supplication, in the performance of
which jeined, not only the inhabitants of the city. with their
wives and children, but. also those of the country, wha,
having any -property of their own, were interested in the
welfire of the public. Then was performed the lectisternium,
during the space of three days, under the direction of the
decemvirs of religious rites. There were six couches ex-
hibited to view, one for Jupiter and Juno, another for Nep-
tune and Minerva, a third for Mars and Venus, a fourth for
Apollo and Diana,# fifth for Vulcan and Vesta, and the sixth
for Mercury and Ceres. The temples were then vowed; that
to Venus Erycina, by Quintas Fabius Maximus, dictator; for
sach was the direction found in the books of the fates, that
the person who held the highest anthority in the state should
vow it. Titas Otacilius, thé pretor, vowed the temple to
Mens.

XI. THe business relating to religion being thus concluded,
the dictator then proposed to the senate, to take into consi-
deration the state of the commonwealth and the war; and to
determine how many, and what legions, should be employed
to stop the progress of the victorious enemy. They passed a
decree, that “ he should receive the army from the consul,
Cnéius Servilius; in addition to which, he should levy, among
the citizens and allies, such numbers of horse and foot as he
should judge requisite; and, in every other particular, should
act and manage in such a manner as he sheuld see conducive
to the public good.” Fabius declared his intention to make
an addition of two legions to the army of Servilius; these he
ordered to be levied by the master of the horse, and appointed
a day on which they were to assemble at Tibur, Then,
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having published a proclamation, that those who dwelt in
towns or forts which were incapable of defence, should re-
move into places of safety; and that all the inhabitants of

‘that tract, through which Hannibal was to march, should

likewise remove out of the country, after first burning the
houses, and destroying the fruits of the, earth, to prevent his
meeting any kind of supply; he himself set out, by the Fla-
minian road, to meet the consul and the army. Coming
within sight of the troops, on their march on the bank of the
Tiber, near Ocriculum, and observing the consul, with some
horsemen, advancing, he sent a beadle to acquaint him, that
he must approach the dictator without lictors. This order
he obeyed; and thefr meeting raised ansexalted idea of the
dictatorship in the minds both of citizens and allies; who had
now, in consequence of the long disuse, almost forgotten that
office. Here he received a letter from the city, with intelli-
gence, that the transport ships, carrying supplies from Ostia
to the army in Spain, had been captured by a fleet of the
enemy near the port of Cossa: in consequence of which, the
consul was ordered to proceed immediately to Ostia, to man
all the ships which were at the city of Rome, or at Ostia,
with soldiers and mariners, to pursue the enemy, and guard
the coasts of Italy. Great numbers of men had been levied at
Rome; eventhe sons of freedmen, who had children, and were
of military age, had enlisted, Of these troops, such as were
under thirty-five years of age were put on board the ships;
the rest were left to guard the city.

XIL The dictator, receiving the consul’s army from
Fulvius Flaccus, his lieutenant-general, came through the
Sabine territory to Tibur, on the day which he had appoint-
ed for the assemblimg of the new-raised troops; thence he
went back to Praneste, and, crossing the country to the
Latine road, led forward his army ; examining, with the ut-
most care, the country through which he was to pass, being
determined in no case, to subject himself to the disposal of
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fortune, except so far as necessity might constrain him.
When he first pitched his camp within the ehemy’s view,
not far from Arpi, the Carthaginian on the same day, with-
out delaying an hour, led out his forces, and offered battle ;
but, seeing every thing quiet, and no hurry or bustle in the
Roman camp, he returned within his lines, observing, with
a sneer, that the spirit which the Romans boasted to have
inherited from Mars, was at length subdued ; that they had
given over fighting, and made open acknowledgment of
their abatement in courage and love of glory. His mind,
however, was sensibly affected, on finding that he had now
to deal with a commander very unlike Flaminius and Sem-
pronius; and that the Romans, instructed by misfortunes,
had at length chosen a leader which was a match for Han-
nibal; and he quickly perceived that, in the dictator, he had
to dread provident skill more than vigorous exertion. Hav-
ing, however, not yet fully experienced his steadiness, he at-
tempted to rouse and provoke his temper by frequently re-
moving his-camp, and ravaging under his eyes the lands of
the allies, at one time withdrawing out of sight by a hasty
march ; at another, halting in a place of concealment at a
turn of the road, in hopes of taking him at a disadvantage
on his comiag down into the plain. Fabius led his forces
along the high grounds .t a moderate distance from the
enemy ; so as not to let him be out of reach, nor yet to
come to an engagement. His men were confined within their
camp, except when called forth by some necessary occasibn;
and his parties, sent for forage and wood, were neither
small in number, nor were they allowed to ramble. An ad-
vapced guard of cavalry and light infantry, properly equipped,
and formed for the purpose of repressing sudden alarms,
rendered every place safe to those of their own side, and
dangerous to such of the enemy as straggled in search of
plunder. Thus, a decisive trial in a general engagement was
avoided. At the same time slight skirmishes of no great
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importance commenced on safe ground and where a place of
retreat was at hand, which accustomed the soldiers, dispirit~
ed by former misfortunes, to place more confidence both in
their own courage and their fortune. But he found not Han-
nibal more inclined to disconcert such wise plans than his
own master of the horse, whom nothing but being subordi-
nate in command, prevented from plunging the common-
wealth into ruin, Confident and precipitate in his measures,
and allowing his tongue an exorbitant license, he used, at
first in small circles, afterwards openly in public, to call the
dictator sluggish instead of cool; timid instead of cautious;
imputing to him as faults what had the nearest affinity to
virtues. Thus, by the practice of depressing the merit of his
superior,—a practice of the basest nature, and which has
become too general, in consequence of the favourable suc-
cess so often attending it,—he exalted himself.

XIII. Hannibal led away his forces from the territory of
Arpi into Samnium, ravaged the lands of Beneventum,
took the city of Telesia, and used every means to irritate
the Roman general; in hopes that by so many indignities,
and the sufferings of his allies, he might be provoked to
hazard an engagement on equal ground. Among the mul-
titude of the allies of Italian birth, who had been made pri-
soners by the Carthaginian at Trasimenus, and set at liberty,
were three Campanian horsemen. Hannibal on that occa-
sion, by many presents and promises, engaged them to con-
ciltate the affections of their countrymen in his favour. These
now informed him, that if he brought his army into Cam-
pania, he would have an opportunity of getting possession
of Capua. The affair was of much moment, and seemed to
demand more weighty authority. Hannibal hesitated, in-
clining at one time to confide in their assurances, at another
to distrust them, yet they brought him to a resolution of
marching from Samnium into Campania; and he dismissed
them, with repeated charges to fulfil their promises by
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deeds, and with orders to return to him with a greater num-
ber, and with some of their principal men. He then com-
manded his guide to conduct him into the territory of Casi-
num; having learned from persons acquainted with the
country, that if he seized on the pass there, the Romans
would be shut out, so as to prevent their bringing succour
to their allies. But speaking with the Carthaginian ac-
cent, and mis-pronouncing the Latin words, the guide mis-
apprehended him as having said Casilinum instead of Casi-
num; so that, turning from the right road, he led him
through the territories of Allifz, Calatia, and Cales, down
into the plain of Stella. Here Hannibal looking round, and
perceiving the’place enclosed between mountains and rivers,
called the guide, and asked him where he was ; and the other
answering, that he would lodge that night at Casilinum, he
at last discovered the mistake, and that Casinum lay ata
very great distance, in a quite different direction. On this,

-

-

having scourged and crucified the guide, in order to strike .

terror into others, he pitched and fortified his camp, and des-
patched Maharbal, with the cavalry, to ravage the territory
of Falerii. Here the depredations were carried as far as the
waters of Sinuessa, the Numidians committing dreadful de-
vastations, and spreading fear and consternation to a still
wider extent.  Yet did not this terror, great as it was, and
though their whole country was involved in the flames of
war, induce the allies to swerve from their allegiance. They
had no desire to change their rulers, for they lived under a
mild and equitable government; and there is no bond of
loyalty so strong. :

XI1V. The Carthaginians encamped at the river Vultur-
nus, and the most delightful tract in Italy was seen wasted
with fire, the country-seats on every side smoking in ruins.
While Fabius led his army along the tops of the Massic
mountains, the discontent in it was inflamed anew, and to
such a degree, as to fall little short of a mutiny. During a

¥

P



22 HISTORY OF ROME. [Y.R. 535.

few days past, as their march had been conducted with more
expedition than usual, they had been in good temper, be-
cause they had supposed that this haste was owing to an in-
tention to protect Campania from further ravages. Burt
when they had gained the heights, and the enemy appeared
under their eyes, setting fire to the houses of the Falernian
district, with the colony of Sinuessa, and that still no men-
tion was made of fighting, Minucius exclaimed, “ Are we
come hither to view the burning and slaughter of our allies,
as to a spectacle grateful to the sight? If no other circum-
stance strikes us with shame, do we feel none with regard
to these our countrymen, whom our fathers sent as colonists
to Sinuessa, to secure this frontier from the“inroads of the
Samnites? And now the frontiér is wasted with fire, not by
the Samnites, a neighbouring state, but by Carthaginians, a
foreign race, who, from the remotest limits of the world,
have effected their progress hither, in consequence of our
- dilatory and slothful proceedings. Shamefully are we dege-
nerated from our ancestors, who considered it as an affront
to their government, if a Carthaginian fleet happened to sail
along this coast; for we now behold the same coast filled
with the énemy’s troops, and possessed by Moors and Nu-
midians. We, who lately felt suchindignation at siege
being laid to Saguntum that we appealed, not only to man-
kind, but to treaties and to the gods, now look on without
emotion, while Hannibal is scaling the walls of a Roman
colony. The smoke from the burning houses and lands is
carried into our eyes and mouths; our ears ring with the
cries and lamentations of our allies, invoking our aid oftener
than that of the immortal gods; yet, hiding ourselves here
in woods and clouds, we lead about our army like a herd of
cattle, through shady forests and desert paths. If Marcus
Furius had adopted the design of rescuing the city from
the Gauls, by the same means by which this new Camillus,
this dictator of such singular abilities, selected for us in our
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distresses, intends to recover Italy from Hannibal, (that is,
by traversing mountains and forests,) Rome would now be
the property of the Gauls; and great reason do I see to
dread, if we persevere in this dilatory mode of acting, that
our ancestors have so often preserved it for Hannibal and
the Carthaginians: But he, who had the spirit of a man,
and of a true Roman, during the very day on which the ac-
count was brought to Veii, of his being nominated dictator,
by direction of the senate, and order of the people, though
the Janiculum was of sufficient height, where he might sit
and take a prospect of the enemy, came down to the plain;
and, on that same day, in the middle of the city, where now
are the Gallic piles, and on the day following, on the road to
Gabii, cut to pieces the legions of the Gauls. What! when
many years after this, at the Caudine forks, we were sent
under the yoke by the Samnites; was it by traversing the
mountains of Samnium, or was it by pressing briskly the
siege of Luceria, and compelling the enemy to fight, that
Lucius Papirius Cursor removed the yoke from the necks
of the Romans, and imposed it on the haughty Samnites?
In a late case, what but quick dispatch gave victory to Caius
Lutatius? For on the next day after he came in view of the
enemy, he overpowered their fleet, heavily laden with pro-
visions, and encumbered with their own implements and
cargoes. To imagine that, by sitting still, and offering up
prayers, the war can be brought to a conclusion, is folly in
the extreme. Forces must be armed, must be led out to the
 open field, that you may encounter, man with man. By bold-
ness and activity, the Roman power has been raised to its
present height, and not by these sluggish measures, which
cowards term cautious.” While Minucius harangued in this
manner, as if to a general assembly, he was surrounded by
a multitude of tribunes and Roman horsemen; and his pre-
sumptuous expressions reached even the ears of the com-
mon men, who gave evident demonstrations, that if the mat-
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ter were submitted to the votes of the soldiery, they would
prefer Minucius, as a commander, to Fabius.

XV. Fabius watched the conduct of his own men with no
less attention than that of the enemy; determined to show,
with respect to them, in the first place, that his resolution
was unalterable by any thing which they. could say or do.
He well knew that his dilatory measures were severely cen-
sured, not only in his own camp, but likewise at Rome, yet
he persisted, with inflexible steadiness, in the same mode of
conduct during the remainder of the summer; in consequence
of which, Hannibal, finding himself disappointed in his hopes
of an engagement, after having tried his utmost endeavours
to bring it about, began to look round for a convenient place
for his winter-quarters: for the country where he then was,
though it afforded plenty for the present, was incapable of
furnishing a lasting supply, because it abounded in trees and
vineyards, and other plantations of such kinds as minister
rather to pleasure than to men’s necessary demands. Of this
his intention, Fabius received information from scouts; and
knowing, with a degree of certainty, that he would return
through the same pass by which he had entered the Faler-
nian territory, he detached parties of moderate force to take
possession of Mount Callicula, and Casilinum, which city,
being intersected by the river Vulturnus, is the boundary be-
tween the Falernian and Campanian territories. He himself
led back hisarmy along the same eminences over which he had
come, sending out Lucius Hostilius Mancinus, with four hun-
dred horsemen of the allies, to procure intelligence. This
voung man, who had often made one of the crowd of listen-
ers to the presumptuous harangues of the master of the
horse, proceeded, at first, as the commander of a party of
observation ought, watching, from safe ground, the motions
of the enemy: afterwards, seeing the Numidians scattered
about through the villages, and having, on an opportunity
that offered. slain some of them, his whole mind was instantly
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occupied by the thoughts of fighting, and he lost all recollec-
tion of the orders of the dictator, who had charged him to
advance only so far as he might with safety, and to retreat
before he should come within the enemy’s sight. Several
different parties of the Numidians, by skirmishing and re«
treating, drew him on almost to their camp, by which time
both his men and horses were greatly fatigued. Here Car-
talo, commander-in-chief of the cavalry, advancing in full
career, obliged his party to fly before he came within a dart’s
throw, and, almost without relaxing in speed, pursued them
in their flight through the length of five miles. Mancinus,
when lte saw that the enemy did not desist from their pur-
suit, and that there was no prospect of escaping, exhorted his
men to act with courage, and faced about on the foe, though
superior to him in every particular. The consequence was,
that he, and the bravest of his party, were surrounded, and
cut to pieces: the rest, betaking themselves to a precipitate
flight, made their escape, first to Cales, and thence, by ways
almost impassable, to the dictator. It happened that, on the
‘same day, Minucius rejoined Fabius, having been sent to
secure, by a body of troops, a woody hill, which, above
Tarracina, forms a narrow defile, and hangs over the sea;
because it was apprehended, that, if that barrier of the Ap-
pian way were left unguarded, the Carthaginian might pene-
trate into the territory of Rome. The dictator and master of
the horse, having re-united their forces, marched down into
the road, through which Hannibal was to pass. At this time
the enemy were two miles distant.

XVI. Next day the Carthaginians, marching forward,
filled the whole road which lay between the two camps; and
though the Romans had taken post close to their own ram-
part, with an evident advantage of situation, yet the Cartha-
ginian advanced with his light horsemen, and, in order to
provoke the enemy, made several skirmishing attacks, charg-
ing, and then retreating. The Romans kept their position,
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‘and the fight proceeded without vigour, more agreeably to
‘the wish of the dictator than to that of Hannibal. Two hun-
dred Romans, and eight hundred of the enemy fell. There
was now reason to think, that by the road to Casilinum being
thus blockaded, Hannibal was effectually pent up; and that
while Capua and Samnium, and such a number of wealthy
allies at their back, should furnish the Romans with sup-
plies, the Carthaginian, on the other hand, would be obliged
to winter between the rocks of Formia, the sands of Linter-
num, and horrid stagnated marshes. Nor was Hannibal in-
sensible that his own arts were now played off against him-
self. Wherefore, seeing it impracticable to make s way
through Casilinum, and that he must direct his course to the
mountains, and climb over the summit of the Callicula, lest
the Romans should fall on his troops in their march, when
entangled in the vallies, he devised a stratagem for baflling
the enemy by a deception calculated to inspire terror, re-
solving to set out secretly in the beginning of the night, and
proceed toward the mountains.. The means which he con-
trived for the execution of his plan were these: collecting
combustible matter from all the country round, he caused
bundles of rods and dry twigs to be tied fast on the horns of
oxen, great numbers of which, trained and untrained, he
drove along with him, among the other spoil taken in the
country, and he made up the number of almost two thou-
sand. He then gave in charge to Hasdrubal, tlmat as soon as
the darkness of the night came on, he should drive this nu-
merous herd, after first setting fire to their horns, up the
mountains, and particularly, if he found it practicable, over
the passes where the enemy kept guard.

XVII. As soon as it grew dark the army decamped in si-
lence, driving the oxen at some distance before the van.
When they arrived at the foot of the mountains and the nar-
row roads, the signal was instantly given that fire should be
set to the horns of the oxen, and thdt they should be driven
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violently up the mountains in front; when their own fright,
occasioned by the flame blazing on their heads, together with
the heat, which soon penetrated to the.quick, and to the
roots of their horns, drove them on as if goaded by madness.
By their spreading about in this manner all the bushes were
quickly in a blaze, just as if fire had been set to the woods
and mountains, and the fruitless tossing of their heads serv-
ing to increase the flames, they afforded an appearance as of
men running up and down on every side. The troops sta-
tioned to guard the passage of the dchles, seeing several
fires on the tops of the mountains, concluded they were sur-
rounded, and quitted their post, taking their way, as the
safest course, towards the summits, where they saw fewest
fires blazing. Here they fell in with several of the oxen,
which had scattered from the herds to which they belonged.
At first, when they saw them at a distance, imagining that
they breathed out flames, they halted in utter astonishment
at the miraculous appearance; but afterwards, when they dis-
covered that it was an imposition of human contrivance, and
believing that they were in danger of being ensnared, they
hastilv, and with redoubled terror, betook themselves to
flight. They met also the enemy’s light infantry, but night
inspiring equal feats, prevented either from beginning a fight
until day-light. In the mean time Hannibal led his whole
army through the defile, where he surprised some Romans
in the very pass, and pitched his camp in the territory of Al-
lifee.

XVIIL Fabius perceived the tumult; but, suspecting some
snare, and being utterly averse from- fighting, in the night
particularly, he kept his men within their trenches. As soon
as day appeared, a fight commenced near the summit of the
mountain, in which the Romans, who had considerably the
advantage in numbers, would have casily overpowered the
light infantry of the enemy, separated ‘as they were from
their friends, had not a cohort of Spaniards, sent back by
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Hannibal for the purpose, come up to the spot. These,both by
reason of the agility of their limbs, and the nature of their arms,
being lighter and better qualified for skirmishing among rocks
and cliffs (to which they were accustomed), by their manner
of fighting, easily baffled the enemy, who were used to act on
plain ground in steady fight, and who carried weighty arms.
After a contest therefore, by no means equal, they both with-
drew to their respective camps; the Spaniards with almost all
! their men safe, the Romans with the loss of many. Fabius
likewise decamped, and pafing through the defile, scated
himself in a high and strong post above Allife. Hannibal,
now counterfeiting an intention to proceed to Rome through
Samnium, marched back as far as the country of the Pelig-
nians, spreading devastation every where as he went. Fa-
bius led his army along the heights, between the route of the
enemy and the city of Rome, constantly attending his mo-
tions, but never giving him a meeting. From the territory of
Pelignum, Hannibal altered his route; and, directing his
march back towards Apulia, came to Gerunium, a city whose
inhabitants had abandoned it, being terrified by a part of the
walls having fallen in ruins. The dictator formed a strong
camp in the territory of Larinum; and, being recalled thence to
Rome, on account of sothe religious ceremonies, he pressed the
master of the horse, not only with orders, but with earnest ad-
vice, and almost with prayers, to “ confide more in prudence
than in fortune; and to imitate his conduct in command rather
than that of Sempronius and Flaminius. Not to think there
had been no advantage gained, in having foiled the designs
of the Carthaginian through almost the whole length of the
summer; observing, that even physicians sometimes effect
their purpose better by rest than by motion and action; that
it was a matter of no small importance, to have ceased to be
defeated by an enemy so inured to victory; and, after a long
cotirse of disasters, to have gained time to breathe.,” After
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urging these cautions, which were thrown away on the mas-
ter of the horse, he set outfor Rome.

XIX. In the beginning of the summer wherein these
transactions passed, the operations of the war commenced
in Spain also, both by land and sea. Hasdrubal, to the num-
ber of ships which he had received from his brother, manned
and in readiness for service, added ten; and giving the
command of this fleet of forty ships to Himilco, set out from
New Carthage, marching his army along the shore, while
the fleet sailed oy, at a small distance from the land ; so that
he was prepared to fight on cither element, as the foe should
come in his way. Cneius Scipio, on hearing that the enemy
had moved from -their winter-quarters, at first designed to
pursue the same plan of operations; but, afterwards, on
hearing that they had been joined by vast numbers of new
auxiliaries, he judged it not so prudent to meet them on land ;
sending, therefore, on board his ships, an additional number
of chosen soldiers, he put to sea, with a fleet of thirty-five
sail. On the next day after his leaving Tarraco, he arrived
at an harbour within ten miles of the mouth of the river
Iberus, and dispatching thence two Massilian scout-boats,
learned from them, that the Carthaginian fleet lay in the
mouth of that river, and that their camp was pitched on the
bank. Intending therefore, by a general attack with his whole
force, at once to overpower the enemy, while unprovided
and off their guard, he weighed anchor, and advanced to~
wards, them. They have, in Spain, a great many towers built
in lofty situations, which are used both as watch-towers,
and as places of defence against pirates. From these the Ro-
man fleet was first descried, and notice given of it to Has-
drubal. This caused much confusion in the camp on land,
and somewhat earlier than the alarm reached the ships,
where they had not heard the dashing of oars, nor any other
noise usually accompanying a fleet. The capes, likewise, shut
out the enemy from their view, when on a sudden; while
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they were rambling about the shore, or sitting quietly in their
tents, expecting nothing less than the approach of an enemy,
or a fight on that day, several horsemen, dispatched by Has-
drubal, came one after another, with orders for them to go
on board instantly, and get ready their arms, for that the
Roman fleet was just at the mouth of the harbour. These
orders the horsemen, sent for the purpose, conveyed to
every part; and presently Hasdrubal himself arrived with
the main body of the army. Every place was now filled with
noisc and tumult: the rowers and soldiers, hurrying to their
ships, like men making their escape from land rather than
going to battle. Scarcely had all got on board when some of
the vessels, having untied the hawsers at the sterns, were
carried foul of their anchors. Every thing was done with
too much hurry and precipitation, so that the business of the
mariners was impeded by the preparations of the soldiers,
and the soldiers were prevented from taking and preparing
their arms by the bustle and confusion of the mariners. The
Romans, by this time, were not only drawing nigh, but had
already formed their ships in order of battle. The. Cartha~
ginians, therefore, falling into the utmost disorder, to which
the enemiy’s attack contributed not more than the confusion
prevailing among themselves, tacked about, and fled; and as
the mouth of the river, to which they steered their course,
did not afford an entrance to such an extensive line, and as
such numbers crowded in together, their ships were driven
on shore; many striking on banks, others on the dry strand.
The soldiers made their escape, some with their arms, others
without them, to their friends, who were drawn up on the
shore. However, in the first encounter, two Carthaginian
ships were taken, and four sunk. .

XX. The Romans, without hesitation, pursued their dis-
mayed fleet, notwithstanding that the Jand was possesed by
the enemy, and that they saw a line of their troops under
arms, stretched along the whole shore; and all the ships
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which had either shattered their prows by striking against
the shore, or stuck their keels fast in the sand banks, they
tied to their sterns and towed out into the deep. Out of the
forty ships they took twenty-five. The most brilliant circum-
stance attending their victory was, that by this one battle,
which cost them so little, they were rendered masters of the
sea along the whole extent of that coast. Sailing forward,
therefore, to Honosca, they there made a descent, took the city
by storm, and sacked-it. Thence they proceeded to Carthage,
and, after wasting all the country round, at last set fire to
the houses contiguous to the very walls and gates. The ships,
now heavily laden with booty, went on to Longuntica, where
a great quantity of okum,* for cordage, had been collected by
Hasdrubal for the use of the fleet. Of this they carried off as
much as they had occasion for, and burned therest. Nor did
they carry their operations along the open coasts of the con-
tinent only, but passed over to the island of Ebusa, where
they in vain attempted, during two dgys, and with their ut-
most efforts, to gain possessi,on of the capital city. Perceiv-
ing, however, that they were wasting time to no purpose, and
in pursuit of a hopeless design, thev applied themselves to
the ravaging of the country; and after plundering and burn-
ing several towns, and collecting a greater quantity of booty
than they had acquired on the continent, they retired on board
their ships; at which time ambassadors came to Scipio, from
the Balearick Isles, suing for peace. From this place the fleet
sailed back, and returned to the hither parts of the province,
whither ambassadors hastily flocked from all the nations ad-
jacent to the Iberus, and fromamany even of the remotest
parts of Spain. The whole number of states, which submit-
ted to the dominion and government of Rome, and gave hos-
tages, amounted to more than one hundred and twenty.
Wherefore the Roman general, relying now with sufficient

* A kind of broom
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confidence on his land forces also, advanced as far as the
pass of -Castulo; 6n which Hasdrubal withdrew toward the
otean into Lusitania.

XXI. It was now supposed that the remainder-of the sum-

“mer would pass without farther action; and this would have
been the case, had it depended on the Carthaginians; but, be-
sides that the native Spaniards are in their temper restless
and fond of change, Mandonius and Indibilis, (the latter of
whom had formerly been chieftain of the Ilergetans,) as soon
as the Romans retired from the pass toward the sea-coast,
roused their countrymen to arms, and made predatory irrup-
tions into the peaceful territories of the Roman allies. Against
these Scipio sent some military tribunes, with a body of light-
armed auxiliaries; and these, without much difficnlty, routed
all their tumultuary batds, slaying and taking many, and
disarming the greater part of them. This commotion, how-
ever, drew back Hasdrubal, from his march toward the
ocean, to the hither sige of the Iberus, for the purpose of
supporting his confederates. The Carthaginians lay encamped
in the territory of Ilercao, the Romansat a place called New-
fleet, when a sudden piece of intelligence diverted the war to
another quarter: the Celtiberians, who of all the states in
that tract were the first who sent ambassadors, and gave hos-
tages to the Romans, had, in comsequence of instructions
sent by Scipio, taken up arms, and invaded the province of
the Carthaginians with a powerful army, had reduced three
towns by assault, and had afterwards fought two battles
against Hasdrubal himself with excellent success, killing fif-
teen thousand of his men, and taking four thousand, with
many military ensigns.

XXII. 'While affairs in Spain were in this state, Publius
Scipio, having been, on the expiration of his consulate, con-
tinued in command, and sent thither by the senate, arrived
in the province with thirty ships of war, eight thousand sol-
diers, and a large supplv of provisions. His fleet, which,
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when seen ata distance, made a grand appearance, by reason
of the long train of transport vessels, put into the harbour ¢,

Tarraco, causing great joy among his countrymen and allies.
Here Scipio disembarked his troops, and then marched to
join his brother; and they thenceforth conducted the war
jointly, with perféct harmony of temper, and unanimity in
theircounsels. The Carthaginians were now busily employed
in making head against the Celtiberians; they therefore with-
out delay passed the Iberus, and not seeing any enemy, pro-
ceeded to Saguntum, having received information that the
hostages from every part of Spain bad been placed there, un-
der custody, by Hannibal, and were guarded in the citadel by
a small garrison. This pledge was the only thing which hin-
dered all the states from manifesting their inclinations to an
alliance with Rome; as they dreaded lest, in case of their
defection, the blood of their children should be made the ex-.
piation of their offence. From this restraint, one man, by a
device more artful than honourable, set Spain at liberty.
There was at Saguntum = Spaniard of noble hirth, called
Abelox, who had hitherto behaved with fidelity to the Car-
thaginians, but had now, out of a disposition very general
among barbarians, on a change of fortune, altered his attach-
ment. But considering that a deserter coming to an enemy
without bringing into their hands any advantage of conse-
guence, is no more than an infamous and contemptible indi-
vidual, he studied how he might procure the most important
emolument to his new allies. Wherefore, after reviewing
every expedient within the reach of his power to effect, he
determined upon a plan of delivering up the hostages into
their hands; judging that this alone would prove of all means
the most effectual towards conciliating to the Romans the
friendship of the Spanish chieftains. But as he well knew
that, without an order from Bostar the commander, the
guards of the hostages would do nothing, he artfully addres-
sed Bostar himself; the latter lying at the time encamped at
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some distance from the city, on the very shore, with inten-
tion to hinder the approach of the Romans from the harbour. .
Here the other, taking him aside to a place of secrecy, re-
presented, as if it were unknown to him, the present state of
affairs; that “ fear had hitherto restrained the inclinations of
the Spaniards, because the Romans had been at a great dis-
tance; at present the Roman camp was on their side of the
Iberus, serving as a fortress and place of refuge to all who
wished a change; wherefore it was necessary that those who
could no longer be bound by fear, should be bound by kind-
ness and favour.” Bostar showing surprise, and asking what
was this unthought-of kindness of such great moment, he an-
swered, ¢ Send home the hostages to their respective pro-
vinces: this will engage the gratitude of their parents in par-
ticular, who are men of the first consequence in their several
states, and likewise of the communities in general. Every
man wishes to find trust reposed in him, and trust reposed
generally proves a bond of fidelity. The office of restoring
the hostages to their families I demand for myself; that, as I
have been the proposer of the plan, I may likewise be its pro-
moter, by the pains which I shall take in the execution of it;
and may, as far as lies in my power, render a proceeding,
which is acceptable in its own nature, still more acceptable.”
Having gained the approbation of Bostar, who possessed not
the same degree of crafty sagacity as other Carthaginians, he
went out secretly by night to the advanced guards of the
enemy, where, meeting some of the Spanish auxiliaries, and
being by them conducted to Scipio, he disclosed the business
on which he came. Then mutual engagements being entered
into, and time and place appointed for delivering up the hos-
tages, he returned to Saguntum. The next day he spent
with Bostar, in receiving instructions for the execution of his
commission;and, before he left him, settied the plan so, that he
was to go by night,.in order to escape the observation of the
enemy’s watch. At an hour concerted, he called up the guards
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of the boys; and setting out, he led them, as if unknowingly,
into the snare prepared by his own treachery. They were then
conducted into the Roman camp. In every other respect the
restoration of the hostages was performed as had been settled
with Bostar, and in the same mode of procedure, as if the af-
fair were transacted in the name of the Carthaginians. But,
though the act was the same, the Romans acquired a much
higher degree of reputation from it than it would have pro-
duced to the Carthaginians; because the latter, having shown
themselves oppressive and haughty in prosperity, it might be
supposed, that the abatement of their rigour was owing to
the change in their fortune, and to their fears; whereas the
Roman, on his first arrival, while his character was yet un-
known,commenced hisadministration with an act of clemency
and liberality; and it was believed that Abelox would hardly
have voluntarily changed sides without some good reason for
such a proceeding. All the states, therefore, with general
consent, began to meditate a revolt; and they would have
proceeded instantly to hostilities, had they not been pre-
vented by the winter, which obliged even the Romans and
Carthaginians to take shelter in houses.

XXIH. These were *the occurrences of the second cam-
paign of the Punic war, on the side of Spain; while, in Italy,
the wise delays of Fabius had afforded the Romans some
respite from calamities. However, though his conduct kept
Hannibal in a constant state of no little anxiety, (since he
perceived that the Romans had at length chosen such a mas-
ter of the military science, who made war to depend on wis-
dom, not on fortune,) yet it excited in the minds of his coun-
trymen, both in the camp and in the city, only sentiments of
contempt; especially when, during his absence, the master of
the horse had been rash enough to hazard a battle, the issue
of which (though it afforded matter for some present rejoic-
ing) was productive of no real advantage. Two incidents oc-
curred which served to increase the general disapprobation
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of the dictator’s comduct; one was an artful contrivance em-
ployed by Hannibal to mislead the public opinion; for, on the
dictator’s farm being shown to him by deserters, he gave
orders, that, while every other place in the neighbourhood
was levelled to the ground, that alone should be left safe
from fire and sword, and every kind of hostile violence; in
order that this might be construed as a favour shown to him,
in consideration of some secret compact. The other was an
act of his own, respecting the ransoming of the prisoners; the
merit of which was, at first, perhaps doubtful, because he had
not waited for the direction of the senate in that case; but, in
the end, it evidently redounded to his honour in the highest
degree. For, as had been practised in the first Punic war, a
regulation was established between the Roman and Cartha-
ginian generals, that whichever party should receive a great-
er number than he returned, should pay for the surplus, at
the rate of two pounds and a half of silver* for each soldier.
Now the Roman had received a greater number than the
Carthaginian, by two hundred and forty-seven; and, though
the business was frequently agitated in the senate, yet, be-
cause he had not consulted that body on the regulation, the
issuing of the money due on this account was too long de-
layed. Sending, therefore, his son Quintus to Rome for the
purpose, he sold off the farm which had been spared by the
enemy, and, at his own private expense, acquitted the public
faith. Hagnibal lay in an established post under the walls of
Geronium, in which city, when he took and burned it,he had
left a few houses to serve as granaries. From hence he ge-
nerally detached two-thirds of his army to forage, and the
other patt he kept with himself on guard and in readiness for
action, providing for the security of the camp, and, at the
same-time, watching on all sides, lest any attack might be
made on the foragers.

* 81, 1s. 534,
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XXIV. The Roman army was, at that time, in the terri-
tory of Larinum, and the command was held by Minucius
the master of the horse, in consequence, as mentioned before,
of the dictator’s departure to the city. But the camp, which
had been pitched on a high mountain in a secure post, was
now brought down to the plains; and more spirited designs,
conformable to the genius of the commander, were meditated:
either an attack on the dispersed foragers, or on their camp
when left with a slight guard. It did not escape Hannibal’s
observation that the plan of conduct was changed, together
with the commander, and that the enemy were likely to act
with more boldness than prudence. He sent (which would

- have been scarcely. expected, as the foe was so near,) a
third part -of his troops to forage, retaining the other two;
and afterwards removed his camp to a hill about two miles
from Geronium, and within view of that of the enemy, to
show that he was in readiness to provect his foragers, should
any attempt be made on them. From hence he saw a hill
nearer to and overhanging the Roman works, and knowing
that, if he went openly in the day to sieze onm this, the
enemy would certainly get before him by a shorter road, he
despatched secretly, in the night, a body of Numidians, who
took possession of it: next day, however, the Romans, de-
spising their small number, dislodged them, and .removed
their own camp thither. There was now, therefore, but a
small space between the ramparts of the two campg, and this
the Romans almost entirely filled with their trodps in or-
der of battle. At the same time, their cavalry and light in-
fantry, sent out from the rear against the foragers, caused
great slaughter and consternation among the scattered troops
of the enemy. Yet Hannibal dared not to hazard a general
engagement, for with his small numbers (one-third of his
army being absent) he was scarcely able to defend his
camp, if it were attacked. And now he conducted his mea-
sures almost on the plans of Fabius, lying still and avoiding
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action, while he drew back his troops to his former situa-
tion under the walls of Geronium. According to some
writers, they fought a regular pitched battle: in the first
encounter the Carthaginian was repulsed, and driven to his
camp; from which a sally being suddenly made, the Ro-
mans were worsted in turn, and the fight was afterwards
restored by the coming up of Numerius Decimus, a2 Sam-
nite. This man, the first, with respect both to family and
fortune, not only at Bovianum, of which he was a native,
but in all Samnium, was conducting to the army, by order
of the dictator, a body of eight thousand foot and five hun-
dred horse, which, appearing on Hannibal’s rear, was sup-
posed, by both parties to be a new reinforcement coming
from Rome with Fabius. On which Hannibal, dreading
likewise some stratagem retired within his works. The Ro-
mans pursued, and, with the assistance of the Samnite, took
two forts by storm before night. Six thousand of the enemy
were slain, and about five thousand of the Romans. Yet
though the losses were so equal, an account was sent to
Rome as of a most important victory, and letters, from the
master of the horse, still more ostentatious.

XXV. These matters were very often canvassed, both in
the senate and in assemblies of the people. The dictator
alone, amidst the general joy, gave no credit either to the news
or the letters; and declared, that though all were true, he
should yet apprehend more evil from suceess than from dis-
appointment ; whereupon Marcus Metilius, a plebeian tri-
bune, insisted, that “ such behaviour was not to be endur-
ed; the dictator, not only when present with the army, ob-
structed its acting with success, but also, at this distance,
when it had performed good service, impeded the good con-
sequences likely to ensue; protracting the war, in order
that he might continue the longer in office, and hold the sole
command both at Rome and in the army. One of the con-
suls had fallen in the field, and the other, under pretext of
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pursuing a Carthaginian fleet, had been sent away far from
Italy : the two praztors were employed in Sicily and Sardi-
nia, neither of which provinces had, at that time, any occa-
sion for the presence of a preetor. Marcus Minucius, the
master of the horse, was kept, as it were, in custody, lest he
should come within sight of the enemy, or perform any mi-
litary service. So that, in fact, not only Samnium, the pos-
session of which had been yielded up to the Carthaginians,
as well as that of the country beyond the Iberus, but also
the Campanian, Calenian, and Falernian territories had been
ravaged and destroyed ; while the dictator remained inac-
tive at Casilinum, and, with the Roman legions, protected
his own estate. The army and the master of the horse, who
were eager to fight, had been kept, in a manner, shut up
within the trenches, and deprived of arms, like captured
forces = but when, at last, the dictator left them, when they
were freed from their confinement, they passed the trenches,
defeated the enemy, and put him to flight. For all which
reasons, if the Roman commons were possessed of their an-
cient spirit, he would kave boldly proposed to depose Quin-
tus Fabius from his office : as matters stood at the present,
however, he would offer a moderate proposition, that the®
master of the horse should be invested with authority equal
to that of the dictator; and still, when that should be done,
that Quintus Fabius should not be sent to the army, until
he should first substitute a consul in the room of Caius Fla-
minius.” The dictator shunned the assemblies, knowing the
people’s prejudices against any thing he could say; nor
even in the senate was he very favourably heard, particularly
when he spoke in high terms of the enemy, and imputed to
the rashness and unskilfulness of the commanders the disas-
ters of the two preceding years, and declared, that ¢ the
master of horse should be called to account for having
fought contrary to his orders. If the entire command and
direction were in him, he would soon give people reason to
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be convinced, that to a good commander fortune is a matter
of slight consideration; and that wisdom and prudence con-
trol and govern all things. For his part, he deemed it more
glorious to have saved the army at a critical juncture, and
without suffering disgrace, than to have slain many thou-
sands of the enemy.”

XXVI. Having frequently discoursed in this ‘manner
without effect, and having created Marcus Atilius Regulus
consul, the dictator, unwilling to be present at a contest
concerning the authority of his office, set out, during the
night preceding the day on which the affair of the proposi-
tion was to be decided, and went to the army. As soon as
day arose, the commons met in assembly, their minds filled
with tacit displeasure against the dictatqr, and favour
towards the master of the horse; yet were not people very
forward to stand forth in praise of the measure, however ge-
nerally agreeable; so that while the proposition had an
abundant majority, still it wanted support. The only person
found to second it was Caius Terentius Varro, whe had
been prator the year before; a man not only of humble, but
of sordid birth. We are told that his father was a butcher,
who attended in person the sale of his meat, and that he
employed this very son in the servile offices of that trade.

/. This young man having, by the money thus acquired and
- left to him by his father, conceived hopes of attaining a
more respectable situation in life, turned his thoughts to the
bar and the Forum, where, by the vehemence of his ha-
rangues in favour of men and causes of the basest sort, in
opposition to the worthy citizens of fortune and charaeter,
he at first attracted the notice of the people, and afterwards
obtained honourable employments. Having passed through
the quastorship, two =dileships, the plebelan and curule,
and lastly, the praztorship, he now raised his views to the
consulship ; and artfully contriving to make the general dis-
pleasure against the dictator the meaus of procuring popu-
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larity to himself, he alone gained the whole credit of the or-
der passed by the commons. Excepting the dictator himself,
all men, whether his friends or foes, in the city or in the
camp, considered that order as passed with the intention of
affronting him. But he, with the same steadiness of mind
which he had displayed in bearing the charges made against
him by his enemies before the multitude, bore likewise this
ill-treatment thrown on him by the people in the violence of
passion; and though he received on his journey, a letter
containing a decree of the senate, giving equal authority to
the master of the horse ; yet being fully confident that, toge-
ther with the authority in command, the skill of the com-
manders had not been made equal, he proceeded to the
army, with a spirit unsubdued either by his countrymen or
the enemy.

XXVIL But Minucius, whose arrogance was scarcely to-
lerable before, on this flow of success and of favour with
the populace, threw of all restraints of modesty and modera-
tion, and openly boasted no less of his victory over Quintus
Fabius than of that over Hannibal : “ He was the only com-
mander,” he said, * who, in the desperate situation of their
affairs, had been found a match for Hannibal; and he was
now, by order of the people, set on alevel with Fabius. A
superior magistrate,*with an inferior; a dictator, with the
master of the horse ; of which, no ihstance was to be found
in the records of history ; and this in a state where the mas-
ters of the horse used to dread and tremble at the rods and
axes of dictators; with such a high degree of lustre had his
good fortune and successful bravery shone forth. He was
resolved, therefore, to pursue his own good fortune, should
his colleague persist in dilatory and slothful plans, condemned
by the judgment both of gods and men.” Accordingly, on
the first day of his meeting Fabius, he told him, that * they
ought, in the first place, to determine in what manner they
should exercise the command, with which they were now
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equally invested; that, in his judgment, the best method
would be, that each should hold the supreme authority and
command alternately, either for a day, or for some. longer
fixed portion of time, if that were more agreeable; to the
end, that if he should meet any favourable opportunity
of acting, he might be a match for the enemy, not only in
conduct, but likewise in strength.” This Guintus Fabius by
no means approved ; for ¢ fortune,” he said, * would have
the disposal of every thing which should be under the direc-
tion” of his colleague’s ‘rashness. The command had been
shared between them, not taken away from him: he would
never, therefore, voluntarily divest himself of the power of
keeping such part of the business as he could, under the
guidance of prudence. He would not divide times, or days
of command, with him; but he would divide the troops,
and, by his own counsels, would preserve as much as he
could, since he was not allowed to preserve the whole.” He
accordingly prevailed to have the legions divided between
them, as was the practice with consuls. The first and fourth
fell to Minucius, the second and third to Fabius. They like-
wise divided, in equal numbers, the cavalry, and the allied
and Latine auxiliaries. The master of the horse chose also
that they should encamp separately.

XXVIIIL. Hannibal was not ignorant of any thing that
passed among the enemy; for, besides the intelligence pro-
cured through his spies, he derived ample information from
deserters. In these proceedings he found a twofold cause of
rejoicing; for the temerity of Minucius, now free from con-
trol, he could entrap at his will; and the wisdom of Fabius
was reduced to act with but half his former strength. Be-
tween the camp of Minucius, and that of the Carthaginians,
stood a hill, of which, whoever took possession, would evi-
dently render the other’s situation more inconvenient. This
- Hannibal wished to seize; but he was not so desirous of gain-
ing it without a dispute, (even though it were worth his
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while,) as of bringing on, thereby, an engagement with Mi-
nucits; who, he well knew, would be always ready to meet
him in order to thwart his designs. The whole intervening
ground seemed, at first view, incapable of admitting any stra-
tagem, having on itno kind of wood, nor being even covered
with brambles; but, in reality, it was by nature formed most
commodiously for an ambush, especially as, in a naked vale,
no snare of that sort could be apprehended; and there were,
besides, at the skirts of it, hollow rocks, several of which
were capable of containing two hundred armed men. In
these concealments were lodged five thousand horse and
foot, distributed in such numbers as could find convenient
room in each place. Nevertheless, lest the motion of any of
them, coming out inconsiderately, or the glittering of their
arms, might betray the stratagem in such an open valley, he
diverted the enemy’s attention to another quarter, by send-
ing, at the first dawn, a small detachment to seize on the hill
above-mentioned. Immediately on the appearance of these,
the Ramans, despising the smallness of their numbers, de-
manded, each for himself, the task of dislodging them, and
securing the hill; while the general himself, among the most
foolish and presumptuous, called to arms, and with vain pa-
rade and empty menaces expressed his contempt of the ene-
my. First, he sent out his light infantry; then, the cavalry,
in close order; at last, seeing reinforcements sent by the Car-
thaginian, he advanced with the legions in order of battle.
On the other side, Hannibal, by sending up, as the contest
grew hotter, several bodies of troops, one after another, to
the support of his men when distressed, had now almost com-
pleted a regular line; and the contest was maintained with
the whole force of both parties. The Roman light infantry in
the van, marching up from the lower ground to the hill al-
ready occupied by the enemy, were repulsed; and, being
forced to retreat, carried terror among the cavalry, who were
advancing in their rear, and fled back to the front of the le-
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gions. The line of infantry alone remained undismayed,
amidst the general panic of the rest; and there was reason to
think, that in a fair and regular battle they would have
proved themselves not inferior to their antagonists, so great
spirits had they assumed from their late success. But the
troops in ambush rising on a sudden, and making brisk at-
tacks both on their flanks and their rear, caused such dread
and confusion, that no one retained either courage to fight,
or hope of escape.

XXIX. Fabius, who had first heard their cries of dismay,
and afterwards saw, at a distance, their line in disorder, then
said, “ 1t is so; fortune has found out rashness, but not soon-
er than I feared. He, who was made in command equal to
Fabius, sees Hannibal his superior both in bravery and suc-
cess. But there will be time enough for reproof and resent-
ment; march now out of your trenches. Let us extort
the victory from the enemy, and from our countrymen, an
acknowledgment of their error.”” When a great number were
now slain, and others looking about for & way to escape, on
a sudden Fabius’ army showed itself, as if sent down from
heaven to their relief, and, by its appearance, before the troops
came within a weapon’s throw, or struck a stroke, put a stop
both to the precipitate flight of their friends, and the extra-
vagant fury of the enemy. Those who had broken their ranks,
and dispersed themselves in different ways, flocked together,
from all sides, tothe fresh army; such as had fled in great num-
bers together, faced about, and forming in lines, now retreated
leisurely; then, several bodies uniting, stood on their defence.
And now the two armies, the vanquished and the fresh, had
almost formed one front, and were advancing against the foe,
when the Carthaginians sounded a retreat; Hannibal openly
acknowledging, that as he had defeated Minucius, so he had
been himself defeated by Fabius. The greatest part of the
day being spent in these various changes of fortune, when
the troops returned into their camps, Minucius calling his
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men together, said, * Soldiers, I have often heard, that he is
the first man, in point of abilities, who, of himself, forms
good counsels; that the next, is he, who submits to good ad-
vice; and that he who neither can himself form good coun-
sels, nor knows how to comply with those of another, is of
the very lowest capacity. Now, since our lot has denied us
the first rank in genius and capacity, let us maintain the se-
cond, the middle one; and, until we learn to command, be
satisfied to be ruled by the skilful. Let us join camps with
Fabius; and, when we shall have carried our standards to his
quarters; when I shall have saluted him by the title of Fa-
ther; for nothing less has his kindness towards us, as well as
his high dignity deserved; then, soldiers, ye will salute, as
_your patrons, those men, whose arms and whose prowess
have just now protected you; and then this day will have pro-
cured for us, if nothing else, at least the honour of possessing
grateful minds.”

XXX. The signal was displayed, and notice given to get
ready to march. They then set out; and, as they proceeded
in a body to the camp of the dictator, they threw him, and
all around, into great surprise. When they had planted their
standards before his tribunal, the master of the horse,advan-
cing before the rest, saluted him by the title of Father; and
the whole body of his men, with one voice, saluted those
who stood round as their patrons. Minucius then expressed
himself thus: “ Dictator, to my parents, to whom I have just
now compared you, in the most respectful appellation by
which I could address myself, I am indébted for life only; to
you, both for my own preservation, and that of all these pre-
sent. 'That order of the people, thereforg, by which I have
been oppressed rather than honoured, I am the first to cancel
and annul; and, so may it be happy to you, to me, and to these
your armies, the preserved and the preserver, I replace my-
self and them, these standards, and these legions, under your
command and auspites; and entreat you, that, re-admitting
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us to your favour, you will order me to hold the post of mas-
ter of the horse, and these their several ranks.” On this they
cordially embraced;and, on the meeting being dismissed, the
soldiers accompanying Minucius were hospitably and kindly
invited to refreshment, both by their acquaintance and those
to whom they were unknown. Thus was converted into a
day of rejoicing, from a day of sorrow, one which but a little
before had nearly proved fatal. When an account of these
events arrived at Rome, and was afterwards confirmed by
letters, not only from the generals themselves, but from great
numbers of the soldiers, in both the armies, all men warmly
praised Maximus, and extolled him to the sky. Nor were the
sentiments felt by the Carthaginians, his enemies, and by
Hannibal, less honourable to him. They then at length per-
ceived, that they were waging war against Romans and in
Italy. For during the two preceding years, they had enter-
tained such contemptuous notions, both of the Roman gene-
rals and soldiers, as scarcely to believe that they were fight-
ing against the same nation, of which they had received from
their fathers such a terrible character. We are told like-
wise, that Hannibal, as he returned from the field, observed,
that “the cloud which hung over the mountains, had at last
discharged its rain in a storm.” '

XXXI. During the course of these transactions in Italy,
Cneius Servilius Geminus, consul, with a fleet of one hundred
and twenty ships, sailed round the coasts of Sardinia and
Corsica. Having received hostages in both places, he steer-
ed his course towards Africa, and, before he made any des-
cent on the continent, ravaged the island of Meninx, and re-
ceived from the inhabitants of Cercia ten talents of silver* as
a contribution, to prevent the like devastation and burning of
their country: he then drew near the coast of Africa, and dis-
embarked his forces. Here the soldiers and mariners were
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led out to ravage the country, in as careless a manner as if
they were plundering the islands where there were very few
inhabitants; in consequence of which rashness they fell un-
awares into a snare.  Being assailed on all sides, and while
they were in loose disorder, by compact bodies of men ac-
quainted with the country of which themselves were utterly
ignorant, they were driven back to their ships in a disgraceful
flight, and with severe loss. There fell no less than a thou-
sand men, among whom was Sempronius Blesus, the quas-
tor. The fleet hastily setting sail from the shore, which was
covered with the enemy, passed over to Sicily, and at Lily-
bzum was delivered to the prator Titus Otacilius, to be con-
ducted home to Rome, by his lieutenant-general Publius
Sura. The consul himself, travelling by land through Sicily,
crossed the streight into Italy, having been summoned, as
was likewise his colleague, Marcus Atilius, by a letter from
Qintus Fabius, in order that they might receive the com-
mand of the army from him, as the six months, the term of
his office, were nearly expired. Almost all the historians af-
firm, that Fabius acted against Hannibal in the capacity of
dictator. Ceclius even remarks, that he was the first dictator
created by the people. But it escaped the notice of Celius
and the rest, that the privilege of nominating that officer be-
longed solely to Cneius Servilius, the only consul in being,
who was at the time, far distant from home, in the province
of Gaul; and so much tinfe must necessarily elapse before it
could be done by him, that the state, terrified by the late dis-
aster, could not endure the delay, and therefore had recourse '
to the expedient of creating, by a vote of the people, a pro-
dictator; and that the services which he afterwards perform-
ed, his distinguished renown as a commander, and the exag-
gerations of his descendants, in the inscription of his statue,
may easily account for his being called dictator instead of pro-
dictator.

XXXII, The consuls, having taken the command of the
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armies, Marcus Atilius of that of Fabius, and Geminus Ser-
vilius of that of Minucius, and having erected huts for the
winter, as the season required (for it was now near the close
of autumn), conducted their operations conformably to the
plan of Fabius, and with the utmost harmony between them-
selves. Whenever Hannibal went out to forage, they came
upon him in different places, as opportupity served, harras-
sing him on his march, and cutting off stragglers; but never
hazarded a general engagement, which the enemy endeavour-
ed to bring on by every means he could contrive: so that
Hannibal was reduced, by scarcity, to such distress, that had
he not feared that a retreat would have carried the appear-
ance of flight, he would have returned back into Gaul; not
having the least hope of supporting his army in those places;
if the succeeding consals should adopt the same plan of ope-
rations with these. While, in the neighbourhood of Gero-
nium, hostilities were suspended by the coming on of winter,
ambassadors came to Rome from Neapolis, who brought into
the senate-house forty golden bowls of great weight, and
spoke to this effect: ¢ They knew that the treasury of the Ro-
man people was exhausted by the present war, which was
carried on no less in defence of the cities and lands of the al-
lies, than the empire and city of Rome, the metropolis and
bulwark of Italy ; that the Neapolitans had therefore thought
it reasonable, that whatever gold had been left to them by
their ancestors for the decoration "of their temples, or sup-
port in time of need, should now be applied to the aid of
the Roman people. That if they had thought their personal
service of any use, they would with the same zeal have of-
fered it. That the Roman senate and people would act in a
manner highly grateful to them, if they would reckon every
thing in pssession of the Neapolitans as their own, and
vouchsafe to.accept from them a present, of which the prin-
cipal value and importance consisted in the disposition and
wishes of those who cheerfully offered it rather than in its
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own intrinsic worth.” Thanks were given to the ambassa-
dors for their attention and generosity, and one bowl, which
was the least in weight, was accepted.

XXXIII. About the same time a Carthaginian spy, who N
had lurked undiscovered for two years, was detected at
Rome: his hands were cut off, and he was sent away.
Twenty-five slaves, for having formed a conspiracy in the
field of Mars, were crucified, and the informer was rewarded
with his freedom, and twenty-thousand asses in weight.*
Ambassadors*were sent to Philip.King of Macedonia, to in-
sist on his delivering up Demetrius of Pharia, who, being
defeated in war, had fled to him; others also were sent, at
the same time, to the Ligurians, to expostulate on their hav-
ing assisted the Carthaginian with men and supplies, and to
observe what was doing in the neighbourhood among the
Boians and Insubrians. Delegates were also sent to Illyrium,
to Pineus the King, to demand the tribute, of which the day
of payment had elapsed ; or to receive hostages, if he wish-
ed to be allowed longer time. Thus the Romans, though ¢
pressed at home by a war immensely grievous, yet relaxed
not their attention to the business of the state.in any part of
the world, however distant. Their care was also excited by
a matter of religious concernment. The temple of Concord,
vowed two years before by the pretor Lucius Manlius, on
occasion of the mutiny of the soldiers in Gaul, not having
been yet set about, Marcus Emilius preetor of the city, con-
stituted duumvirs for that purpose, Cneius Pupius and Caso
Quintus Flamininus, who contracted for the building of it
in the citadel. By the same prator, in pursuance of a decree

* [Eris gravis, 64l 11s, 84. About this time, in consequence of the
scarcity of money, the comparative value of brass to silver was changed,
and a denagrius made to pass for twelve and afterwards for sixteen asser.
The words @& grave were thenceforward employed to signify not any par-
ticular piece, or weight, of money, but the old comparative standard of ten
asses, a8 We 88y pounds sterling. .
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of the senate, a letter was sent to the consuls, that if they
thought proper, one of them should come to Rome to elect
successors, and that a proclamation should be issued for
holding the election, on whatever day they might name. In
answer to this, the consuls wrote back, that, “ without de-
triment to the business of the public, they could not go to
any distance from the enemy. That it would be better,
therefore, that the election should be held by an interrex,
than that either of them should be called away from the
war.” The senate judged it more adviseable that a dictator
should be nominated by a consul, for the purpose of holding
the election, and Lucius Veturius Philo being accordingly
nominated, appointed Manius Pomponius Matho master of
the horse. But some defect being discovered in their appoint-
ment, they were ordered, on the fourteenth day, to abdicate
their offices, and an interregnum took place.

vRr. 53  SXXIV.The consuls were continued in command
B.C.216. for another year. The patricians declared interrex
Caius Claudius Centho, son of Appius,and afterwards Publius
Cornelius Asina, under whose direction the election was
held; which was attended with 2 warm contention between the
patricians and plebeians. The populace struggled hard to
raise to the consulship, Caius Terentius Varro, a person of
their own rank, who, as before observed, by railing against
the patricians, and by other popular arts, had acquired their
affection ; and who, by undermining the interest of Fabius
and the dictatorial authority, had made the public displea-
sure against him the means of adding a lustre to his own
character. The patricians opposed him with their utmost
efforts, lest a power should be given to those men of raising
themselves to the level of nobles, by means of malignant as-
persions on their characters. Quintus Babius Herennius, a
plebeian tribune, a relation of Caius Terentius, censured not
only the senate, but likewise the augurs, for having hinder-
ed the dictator from holding the election, and thought, by

.
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rendering them odious, to inerease the popularity of his fa-
vourite candidate. He asserted, that, * by certain of the
nobility, who, for many years, had been wishing for a war,
Hannibal was induced to enter Italy; that by the same men
the war was treacherously prolonged, though it might have
been brought to a conclusion ; further, that an army, con-
sisting of four entire legions, was sufficiently able to cope
with the enemy, was evident from this, that Marcus Minu-
;cius, in the absence of Fabius, had fought with success.
‘That two legions had been exposed in the field, with intent
that they should be defeated, and ‘then were rescued from
the brink of destruction, in order that the man should be
saluted as father and patron, who had hindered the Romans
from conquering, though he had afterwards prevented their
defeat. That the consuls had, on the plan of Fabius, pro-
tracted. the war, when they had it in their power to bring it
to an end. That a confederacy to this purpose had been en-
tered into by all the nobles, nor would the people know
peace, until they elected to the consulship a real plebeian, a
new man: for as to the plebeians, who had attained nobility,
they were now initiated into the mysteries of their order ;
and, from the moment when they ceased to be despised by
the patricians, looked with contempt on the commons. Who
did not see, that the end and intention of appointing an in-
terregnum was to put the election into the power of the pa-
tricians ? It was with a’'view to this that both the consuls
had remained with the army; with the same view after-
wards, when, contrary to their wishes, a dictator had been
nominated to hold the election, they arbitrarily carried the
point, that the appointment should be pronounced defective

"by the augurs. They had in their hands, therefore, the

office of interrex; but certainly one consul’s place was the
right of the Roman commons, which the people would dis-
pose of with impartiality, and would bestow on such a per-
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son as rather wished to conquer effectually, than to continue
long in command ”
XXXV. These inflammatory speeches had such an effect
on the commons, that though there stood candidates three
patricians, Publius Cornelius Merenda, Lucius Manlius
Volso, -and Marcus Lmilius Lepidus, and two of plebeian
gxtraction, whose families were now ennobled, Caius Ati-
Hus Serranus, and Quintus Alius Pztus; one of whom was
pontifl, the other augur; yet Caius Terentius Varro, alone,
was elected consul, in order-that he might have the direction
of the assembly for choosing his colleague. On which the
nobles, having found that his competitors possessed not suf-
ficient strength, prevailed, by violent importunity, on a new
candidate to stand forth, after he had long and earnestly re-
fused; this was Lucius Amilius Paullus, a determined
enemy of the commons, who had been consul before with -
Marcus Livius, and had very narrowly escaped being sen-
tenced to punishment, as was his colleague. On the next
day of assembly, all those who had opposed Varre, having
declined the contest, he was appointed rather as an antago-
nist than as a colleague. The election of prators* was then

* At first the name of prztor, derived from preire, to preside, was ap-
plied to any magistrate who was the chief in any line, whether civil, mili-
tam, or religious; as dictator, consul, commander of an army, &c. But it
was afterwards appropriated to a magistrate, appointed to relieve the con-
suls from the burthen of superintending the administration of justice. His
proper office, therefore, was the direction of judicial proceedings; but, in
the absence of the consuls, he acted in their stead, with power nearly
equal to theirs, The great influx of foreigners soon made it necessary to
create a second prator, who was called pretor peregrinus, the foreign pra-
tor, because his business was to decide controversies between citizens and
foreigners, while the city prztor, pretor urbanus, who was saperior in dig-
nity, took cognizance of suits between citizens. When the Romans gained
possession of foreign provinces, they appointed a praztor to the govern-
ment of each, and his power within his province was almost unlimited. for
he was accountable to none but the people of Rome,
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held, and Manius Pomponius Matho, and Publius Furius
Philus were chosen. The lot of administering justice to the
citizens of Rome fell to Pomponius, that of deciding cayses
between Roman citizens and foreigners, to Publius Furius
Philus. Two additional pretors were appointed, Marcus
Claudius Marcellus for Sicily, Lucius Postumius Albinus
for Gaul. All these were appointed in their absence; nor,
excepting the consul Terentius, was any of them invested
with an office which he had not administered before; se-
veral men of bravery and activity being passed by, because,
at such a juncture, it was not judged expedient to imtrust
any person with a new employment.

XXXVI. Augmentations were also made to the armies;
but as to the number of additional forces of foot and horse
which were raised, writers vary so much, as well as in the
kind of troops, that I can scarcely venture to affirm any thing
certain on that head. Some authors assert, that ten thousand
new soldiers were levied; others four new legions; so that
there were eight legions employed: and that the legions were
also augmented, both horse and foot; one thousand foot and
one hundred horse being added to each, so as to make it
contain five thousand foot, and four hundred horse; and
that the alltes furnished an equal number of foot, and double
the numbper of ‘horse. Some writers affirm, that, at the time
of the battle at Cannz, there were in the Roman camp
eighty-seven thousand two hundred soldiers. All agree in
this, that greater force, and more vigorous efforts, were now
employed than in former years, in consequence of the dic-
tator having afforded them room to hope that the enemy
might be vanquished. However, before the new legions be-
gan their march from the city, the decemvirs were ordered
to go and inspect the books, because people in general were
terrified by prodigies of extraordinary kinds: for accounts
were received, that, at Rome, on the Aventine, and, at the
aame time, at Aricia, a shower of stones had fallen; that, in
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the country of the Sabines, statues had sweated abundance
of blood, and that the warm waters at Czre had flowed
blqody from the spring; and this circumstance, having hap-
pened frequently, excited therefore the greater terror. In-a
street, near the field of Mars, several persons had been
struck with lightning, and killed. These portents were ex-
piated according to the directions of the books. Ambassa-
dors from Pastum brought some golden vessels to Rome,
and to these, as to the Neapolitans, thanks were returned, but
the gold was not accepted.

XXXVII. About the same time arrived at Ostia a fleet,
sent by Hiero, with a large supply of provisions. The Sy-
racusan ambassadors, being introduced to the senate, ac-
quainted them, that “ King Hiero had been as sincerely af-
flicted, on hearing of the loss of the consul Caius Flaminius,
and his army, as he could have been by any disaster hap-
pening to himself, or his own kingdom. Wherefore, though
he was fully sensible that the grandeur of the Roman people
had shone forth, in times of adversity, with a still more ad-
mirable degree of lustre.than even in prosperity, yet he had
sent such supplies of every sort, for the support of the war,
as are usually furnished by good and faithful allies; and he
earnestly besought the conscript Fathers not to refuse them.
That, in the first place, for the sake of the omen, they had
brought a golden statue of Victory, of three hundred and
twenty pounds weight, which they prayed them to accept,
hold, and possess, as appropriated to them for ever. That
they had likewise, in order to guard against any want of
provisions, brought three hundred thousand pecks of wheat,
and two hundred thousand of barley; and that whatever fur-
ther supplies might be necessary, should be conveyed to
such places as the senate should order. That he knew that
the Roman people employed not in the main body of their
army, or in the cavalry, any other than Roman citizens, or
Latine confederates; vet as he had seen, in a Roman camp,
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foreign bands of light-armed auxiliaries, he had therefore
sent a thousand archers and slingers, a body well qualified
to oppose the Balearians, Moors, and other nations remarka-
ble for fighting with missile weapons.” To these presents he
added likewise advice: that “ the prator, to whose lot the
province of Sicily might fall, should cross over with a fleet
to Africa, in order to give the enemy employment for their
arms in their own country, and to allow them the less leisure
to supply Hannibal with reinforcements.” The senate re-
turned an answer to the King in these terms; that ¢ Hiero
had ever acted as a man of honour, and an excellent ally;
that from the time, when he first united in friendship with
the Roman people, he had, through the whole course of his
conduct, manifested an invariable fidelity in his attachment
to them; and in all times, and in all places, had, with great
- liberality, supported the interest of Rome. Of this the Ro-
man people entertained, as they ought, a grateful sense.
That gold had likewise been offered by some other states,
which, though thankful for the intention, the Roman people
had not accepted: the statue of Victory, however, and the
omen, they accepted, and had offered, and dedicated to that
divinity, a mansion in the Capitol, in the temple of Jupiter
supremely good and great; hoping that, consecrated in that
fortress of the city of Rome, she would be pleased to remain
firm and immoveable, kind and propitious to the Roman
people.” The slingers, archers, and the corn were delivered
to the consuls. To the fleet of ships, already in Sicily with
the praztor Titus Otacilius, were added twenty-five quinque-
remes, and he received permission, if he judged it conducive
to the public good, to pass over to Africa.

XXXVIII. After the levies were completed, the consuls
waited a few days for the arrival of the confederates from
Latium. At this time the soldiers were obliged to take an
oath dictaged by the tribunes, which had pever before been
practised” For, until now, there had been no public oath
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taken, only that they would assemble on the orders of the
consuls, and, without their orders, would not depart; and
then, when they joined their decury or century, the horse-
men, on being placed in their decuries, and the footmen on
being placed in their centuries, used to swear voluntarily,
among themselves, that they would not depart through fear
or in flight; nor quit their ranks, except for the purpose of
taking up or bringing a weapon, of striking an enemy, or
saving a countrymans/ This, from having been a volun-
tary compact between themselves, was now put under
the jurisdiction of the tribunes, who were invested with
legal authority to administer this oath. Before the troops
began their march from the city, the harangues of the con-
sul Varro were frequent and full of presumption; in these he
openly asserted, that the war had been purposely drawn into
Italv by the nobles, and would continue fixed in the very
centre of the commonwealth, if men like Fabius were to have
the command; but that he, on the very first day, wherein he
should get sight of the enemy, would bring it to a conclusion.
The only speech made by his colleague Paullus, on the day
before that on which they set out from the city, contained
more truth than flattery, addressed to the people; neverthe-
less he used no harsh expressions against Varro, excepting
thus much; that ¢ it was a matter of surprise to him, how
any man, before he was acquainted with either his own or
the enemy’s forces, the situation of posts, or the nature of
the country, while he remained in the city, in short, and in
the garb of peace, could yet know what he should have to do
when he came to take the field; and could even foretell the
day on which he was to come to a general engagement. For
his part, as men’s plans must be regulated by circumstances,
and not circumstances by their plans, he would not be in
haste to adopt prematurely any one, before the season show-
ed its expediency. He wished that even those measures,
which had been taken under the guidance of caution and
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prudence, might be attended with . prosperous- issue; since
rashness, besides the folly which it invelved, had been. hi.
therto constantly unsuccessful.” Without any farther
declaration, it was hence apparent, that he preferred safe
to hasty counsels; and to induce him to adhere the more
firmly to this resolution, Quintus Fabius Maximus is said to
have addressed him, just before his departure, in this man-
XX XIX. «If, Lucius Emilius, you had a colleague like
yourself, (which I earnestly wish,) or, if yourself were like
your colleague, any address from me would be superfluous;
because, in the first place, two good censuls would, without
advice from me, out of their own honourable zeal, act, in
every particular, to the advantage of the public; and, in the
other, two bad ones would neither admit my words into their
ears, nor my counsels into their breasts. At present, when I
consider, gn the one hand, your colleague, and, on the other,.
yourself and your character, I address myself solely to you,
whose endeavours, as a worthy man and citizen, I perceive,
will be without effect, if the administration be defective on
the other side. Evil counsels will have equal privilege and
authority with good. For, Lucius Paullus, you are much
mistaken if you spppose that you will have a less difficult
struggle to maintain with Caius Terentius than with- Hanni-
bal. I know not whether the former may not prove more dan-
gerous than the latter. With the one; you will contend in the .
field only; with the other, in all places and times; against
Hannibal and his legions, you will be supparted in fight, by -
your troops of infantry and cavalry; Varro will appose you at
the head of your own soldiers. May the mention of Caius
Flaminius not prove ominous to you! But he became mad,
after he became consul, when in his province, and at the head
of the army: in a word, this man, before he professed himself
a candidate for the consulship, afterwards, while he canvas-
sed for it, and now, since his appointment, before he has seen
voL. 11re—H
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the camp or the enemy, has proceeded, all along, in one con-
tinued paroxysm of insanity. And when, by raving of fights
and fields of battle, he now excites such storms among the
peaceful citizens in their gowns, what do you suppose he
will do among the young men, who have arms in their hands,
and with whom acts instantly follow words? - If he shall im-
mediately fight the enemy, as he boasts that he will, either I
am ignorant of military affairs, of the nature of the present
war, and of the enemy with whom we have to deal, or some
other place will be rendered still more remarkable by our
disasters, than was the Trasimenus. Itis no time for me to
boast, talking as I am to a single man; and if I have gone
too far on either side, it was in contemning, not in secking
applause: but the-truth is this; the only rational method of
conducting the war against Hannibal, is that in which I con-
ducted it; nor does the event alone confirm this, (for fools
-only judge by events,) but the reasons which did and must
subsist, as long as circumstances shall remain the same and
unchangeable. We are carrying on war in Italy, in our own
country, and on our own soil, where all the places round are
full of our countryméen and allies, who do, and will assist us
with men, arms, horses, and provisions. That we may so
far rely on their faithful attachment, they have given suffici-
ent proefs in the times of our distress. Time will daily im-
prove us, will render us more prudent, more steady, Hanni-
bal, on the contrary, is in a foreign, an hostile territory, sur-
rounded on all sides by enemies and dangers, far from home,
far from his native country; both land and sea are possessed
by his foes; no cities receive him within their walls; he ne-
where sees aught which he can call his own; he lives on the
plunder of the day; he has scarcely a third part of that army
which he brought over the river Iberus; nor has he a supply
of food for the few who remain. Do you doubt then, that by
avoiding action we shall overcome him, whose strength is
of itself declining every day, who has no resource of provi-
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sions, no reinforcements, no money? How long under the
walls of Geronium, a wretched fort of Apulia, as if under
those of Carthage, did I—But I will not vaunt even before
you. See how the last consuls, Cneius Servilius and Marcus
Atilius, bafled him. Believe me, Lucius Paullus, this is the
only way of safety; yet this will be thwarted by your country-
men, rather than by the enemy. For the same thing will be
desired by both parties; the wish of Varro, the Roman con-
sul, will be the same with that of Hannibal, the Carthagi-
nian. ‘You alone will have two generals to withstand. How-
ever you will withstand them, provided you maintain a pro-
per degree of firmness; so as not to be shaken by common
fame, or by the rumours which ‘will -be dpread among the
people; by neither the empty applause bestowed on your col~
league, nor. the false imputations thrown on yourself. It is
commenly said that truth is often eclipsed, but never extin-
guished. He who slights fame, shall enjoy it in its purity.
Let them call you timid, instead of cautious; dilatory instead
of considerate; an unenterprising instead of a consummate
commander. I rather wish that a wise enemy may fear, than
that the foolish part of your own countrymen should ap-
plaud you. Attempting every thing, you will be despised by
Hannibal; doing nothing rashly, you will be feared by him.
Yet I by no means recommend that nothing should be done,
but that in all your proceedings you be guided by reason, not
by fortune; that you keep every matter always within your
own power, and under your own direction; that you be al-
ways armed and on your guard; and that you neither fail to
improve a favourable opportunity, nor afford such an oppor-
tunity to the foe. Acting with deliberation, you will see
every thing clearly and distinctly; haste is improvident and
blind.” .

XL. The consul answered rather in a desponding style: he
acknowledged the truth of what had been said, but showed
little hope of being able to put the advice into execution. *If
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Fabius,” he said, “ when dictator, had been unable to with-
stand the arrogance of his master of the horse, what power
or inflyence could a consul have; to oppose a seditious and
hot-headed colleague? As to himself, he had in his former
consulate, escaped the flames of popular rage, not without be-
ing scorched. He wished that all might end happily: but
should any misfortune occur, he would expose his life to the
.weapoas of the encmy, rather than to the votes of his incensed
countrymen.” Immediately after this conversation, as we are
told, Paullus set out, escorted by the principal patricians,
while the plebeians attended their own consul in a crowd
more numerous than respectable. When they came into the
field, and the old and new troops were intermixed, they
formed two separate camps; the new one, which was likewise
the smaller, .was nearer to Hannibal; the old one contained
the greater number, and the main strength of the army.
‘Then Marcus Atilius, one of the consuls of the former year,
wishing to he dismissed, on account of the state of his
‘health was sent to Rome; and the other, Geminus Servilius,
was charged with the command of a Roman legion, and two
thousand of the confederate infantry and cavalry, stationed
in the smaller camp.- Hannibal, though he saw the force of
the enemy doubled, yet rejoiced exceedingly at the arrival of
the consuls, For, besides that he had no part remaining of
the provisions acquired by plunder from day to day, there
was nothing now left within his reach, of which he could
make prey: all the corn in every quarter, when it was found
unsafe to keep it in the country, having been collected toge-
ther into the fortified towns; so that, as was afterwards dis-
covered, he had scarcely a quantity sufficient for ten days;
and, in consequence of the scarcity, a design had been form-
ed, among the Spaniards, of going over to the enemy, had
time been allowed them to bring it to maturity.
XLI. But fortune herself concurred in administering fuel
to the impatient temper and rashness of the consul; for, an
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attack having been made om their plundering parties, and a
tumultuary kind of engagement ensuing, occasioned rather by
the voluntary exertions of the soldiers running up to the
spot, than by any preconcerted design, or order, of the com-
manders, the Carthaginians were considerably worsted, losing
a.thousand seven hundred men, while there fell, of the Ro-
mans and their confederates, not more than an hundred.
However, while the victors pursued with eagerness, the con-
sul Paullus, who held the command on that day, (for they
commanded alternately,) dreading an ambuscade, obliged
them to halt, though Varro expressed great indignation at it,
exclaiming, -that the enemy had been allowed to slip out of
their hands; and that the war might have been finished, had
not a stop been put to the action. Hannibal grieved not much
for this loss; on the contrary, he rather believed that it
would serve as a bait to ensnare the more presumptuous
consul, and the soldiers, particularly the raw ones/ All the
circumstances of the enemy were as well known to him as
his own; that the commanders were of dissimilar characters,
and disunited in opinion; and that almost two-thirds of their
army were raw rccruits/ Thinking, therefore, that he had
now found both time and place convenient for a stratagem,
on the following night, he led away his men, with no other
encumbrance than their arms, the camp being full of their ef-
fects of all kinds, public and private: then, making them halt
out of sight, behind the nearest mountains, he formed the
foot in order of battle on the left, and the cavalry on the
right, and conducted the baggage, as a centre line, through
the interjacent valley; intending, while the enemy should be
busy and encumbered in the pillaging of the camp, as if desert-
ed by the owners, to fall upon them by surprise. Numerous
fires were left in the camp, to create a belief that his inten-
tion was, by such appearances, to detain the consuls in their
posts, while he should gain the advantage of time, to retreat
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to the greater distance, in like manner as he had deceived
Fabius the year before. )

XLII. When day arrived, the Romans, on observing, first,
that the advanced guards had been withdrawn, and after-
wards, on a nearer approach, the extraordinary silence, were

-filled with surprise. Then, when they discovered plainly that
the camp was deserted, they ran together in crowds to the
pavilions of the consuls, informing them that the enemy had
fled in such haste, as to leave the tents standing; and in order
“to conceal their flight, had left also a number of fires. They
then, with loud clamours demanded, that orders should be
given for the troops to march in pursuit; and, that they
should plunder the camp in their way. Varro acted the
same part as the common soldiers. Paullus repeatedly repre-
sented, that they ought to proceed with care and circumspec-
tion; and, at last, when he could no otherwise restrain their
mutinous proceedings, or the leader of them, he despatched
Marius Statilius, a praefect of the allies, with a troop of Lu-
canian horse, to procure intelligence. He rode up to the
gates, and, ordering the rest to halt at the outside of the
trenches, he went himself with two horsemen into the camp;
and, having carefully examined every circumstance, returned
and reported that there was without doubt an ambush in-
tended; for the fires were left in that quarter which faced the
enemy, the tents were open, and every thing of value left in
view; and that he had seen silver thrown at random in the
passages, as if to invite a pillage. The very circumstances,
mentioned with the intent of repressing their ardour for
booty, served to inflame it; and the soldiers, shouting aloud,
that if the signal were not given, they would proceed with-
out their leaders; they did not long want one, for Varro in-
stantly gave the signal for marchingy/ Paullus was desirous
of checking this precipitancy, and being informed that the
chickens had not given a favourable auspice, ordered that
the ill omen should be reported to his colleague whea he
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was just leading the troops out of the gate; whereupon Varro,
though heartily vexed at this, yet from the recollection of
the recent disaster of Flaminius, and'of the memorable over-
throw of the consul Claudius at sea, in the first Punic war,
was sensibly struck with religious scruples, /The gods them-
selves on that day postponed, in a manner, rather than
averted the calamity which hung over the Romans: for it
luckily happened, that, while the troops refused to obey the
consul’s orders to return into the camp, two slaves, one be-
longing to a horseman of Formiz, the other to one of Sidi-
cinum, who had been taken prisoners by the Numidians,
among a party of foragers, in the consulate of Servilius and
Atilius, made their escape on that very day to their owners;
and, being brought before the consuls, informed them, that
Hannibal’s whole army lay in ambush behind the nearest
mountains. The seasonable arrival of these men procured
obedience to the authority of the consuls, when one of them,
by his immoderate pursuit of popular applause, had, through
improper indulgence, forfeited people’s respect for their dig-
nity, particularly with regard to himself.

XLIII. When Hannibal perceived that the Romans.
though they took some inconsiderate steps, had not carried
their rashness to the full extent, the stratagem being now
discovered, he returned with disappointment to his camp.
In this place he could not remain, many days, by reason of
the scarcity of corn, and new measures were daily in contem-
plation, not only among the soldiery, a multitude com-
pounded of the refuse of all nations, but even in the mind
of the general himself; for the men begun to murmur, and
afterwards proceeded with open clamours to demand the ar-
rears of their pay, and to complain at first of the dearness of
provisions, atlast of famine. A report too prevailed, that the
mercenary soldiers, particularly those from Spain, had
formed a scheme of going over to the enemy, so that Hanni-
bal himself is said to have sometimes entertained thoughts
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of flying iato Gaul ; intending to have left all the infantry
behind, and, with.the cavalry, to have made a hasty retreat.
While these matters were in agitation, and this the disposi-
tion in the camp, he formed a resolution of removing into
Apulia, where the weather was warmer, and consequently
more favourable to the ripening of the harvest ; and where,
in proportion as he was placed at a greater distance from the
enemy, the discontented would find desertion the more diffi-
cult. Accordingly he set out by night, after kindling fires as
before, and leaving a few tents to keep up the appearance of
a camp, in the expectation that fears of an ambush, as on the
former occasion, would keep the Romans within their works.
But Statilius, the Lucanian, having examined all the ground
beyond the camp, and on the other side of the mountains, and
bringing back an account that he bad seen the enemy march-
ing at a great distance, a consultation was held about pur-
suing him. Here each consul maintained the same opinion
which he had ever held; but almost all the officers siding
with Varro, and no one except Servilius, the consul of the
former year, with Paullus, they, pursuant to the determina-
tion of the majority, set forward, under the impulse of un-
happy fate, to render Cannz for ever memorable, as a scene
of disaster to the Romans. Ngar that town Hannibal had
pitched his camp, turning the rear towards the wind called
Vulturnus, which, in those plains, parched with heat, carries
along with it clouds of dust. As this choice of situation was
highly commodius to the men, while in camp, so was it par-
ticularly advantageous, when they were drawn up for battle;
because, while the wind only blew on their backs, it would
nearly blind the enemy with whom they were to fight, by
carrying great quantities of dyst into their faces.

XLIV. The copsuls pursued the Carthaginians, taking
proper care to examine the roads; when they arrived near
Cannz, and had the foe in sight, they divided their forces,
as before, and fortified two camps at nearly the same dis-
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tance from each other as they had been at Geronium. As
the river Aufidus ran by the camps of both, the watering
parties of both had access to it, as opportunity served, but
not without encountering opposition. The Romans, how-
ever, in the smaller camp, which was pitched on the other
side of the Aufidus, had greate} liberty of supplying them-
selves with water, because there were none of the enemy
posted on the farther bank. Hannibal, now, conceiving
hopes that the consuls might be brought to an engagement
in this tract, where the nature of the ground was advantage-
ous to cavalry, in which kind of forces he had a manifest
superiority, drew out his army in order of battle, and endea-
voured to provoke them by skirmishes of the Numidians.
On this the Roman camp was again thrown into disturb-
ance, by mutinous behabiour in the soldiers, and dissen-
sion between the consuls; Paullus representing to Varro
the fatal rashness of Sempronius and Flaminius; and Varro
to him the example of Fabius, as a specious precedent
for timid and inactive commanders. The one calling gods
and men to witness, that none of the blame was to be im-
puted to him, of Hannibal’s now holding Italy as if by pre-
scriptive right of possession; for that he was chained down
by his colleague, while the soldiers, full of rage and ardour
for the fight, were kept unarmed. To which the other replied,
that, if any misfortune should happen to the legions, from
their being hurried into an inconsiderate and rash engage-
ment, he himself, although entirely free from all reproach,
miist yet bear a share of the consequences, be they what they
might. Let him take care, that those, whose tongues were
now so ready and impetuous, showed the same alertness
during the fight.

XLV. While, instead of deliberating on proper measures,
they thus wasted time in altercation, Hannibal, who had
kept his forces drawn up in order of battle during a great
part of the day, led back the rest towards the camp, and des-

VOL. kil
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patched the Numidian horse to the other side of the river,
to attack a watering party, which had come from the smaller
camp of the Romans. They had scarcely reached the oppo-
site bank, when, merely by their shout, and the rapidity of
their motions, they dispersed this disorderly crowd; and
then pushed forward against an advanced guard, stationed
before the rampart, and almost up to the very gates. The
Romans, in having their camp threatened by a band of ir-
regular auxiliaries, felt an intolerable affront, so that nothing
could have restrained them from drawing out their forces
and passing the river, but from the chief command being then
in the hands of Paullus. On the next day, therefore, Varro,
whose turn it was to comnmand, without conferring with his
colleague, displaved the signal for battle¥, and marshalling
his forces, led them over the river, while Paullus followed;
because, though he did not approve of his design, yet he
could not avoid giving him his support. Having crossed the
river, they were joined by the troops from the smaller camp,
and formed their line in this manner: in the right wing,
next the river, thev placed the Roman cavalry, and adjoin-
ing them the Roman infantry; the extremity of the left
" wing was composed of the confederate cavalry; and, in-
closed by these, the confederate infantry stretched to the
centre, so as to unite with the Roman legions. The archers,
and other light-armed auxiliaries formed the van. The consuls
commanded the wings, Terentius the left, Amilius the
right; the charge of the centre was committed to Geminus
Servilius.

XLVI. Haunibal, at the first light, sending before him the
Balearians, and other light-armed troops, crossed the river,
and posted each company in his line of battle, in the same
order in which he had led them over. The Gallic and Span-
ish cavalry occupied the left wing, near the bank, opposite
the Roman cavalry, and the Numidian horse the right; the

* A purple cloak raised om 4 spear over the Pretorium.
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‘infantry forming the centre, in such a manner, that both
ends of their line were composed of Africans, and between
these were placed the Gauls and Spaniards. The Africans,
for the most part, resembled a body of Roman troops, being
furnished, in great abundance, with the arms taken partly at
the Trebia, but the greater part at the Trasimenus. The s
shields of the Gauls and Spaniards were nearly of the same
make; their swords were different, both in length and form;
those of the Gauls being very long, and without points,
those of the Spaniards, whose practice was rather to thrust
at their enemy, than to strike, light and handy, and sharp at
the point. The troops of these nations made a more terrible
appearance than any of the rest, on account of the size of
their bodies, and also of their figure. The Gauls were naked
from their middle upward; the Spaniards clad in linen vests,
of a surprising and dezzling whiteness, and bordered with
purple. The whole number of infantry, drawn up in the
ficld on this occasion, was forty thousand, of cavalry ten
thousand. The generals, who commanded the wings, were, ¢
Hasdrubal on the left, and Maharbal on the right. Iannibal
himself, with his brother Mago, took the command of the
centre. The sun, very conveniently for both parties, shone
on their flanks, whether this position was chosen designedly,
or that it fell out by accident; for the Romans faced the
south, the Carthaginians the north. The wind, which the
natives of the country call Vulturnus, blew briskly against
the Romans, and, by driving great quuntities of sand into
their faces, prevented them from sceing clearly.

XLVII. The shout being raised, the auxiliaries advanced,
and the fight commenced, first, between the light-armed
troops; then the left wing, consisting of Gallic and Spanish
cavalry, engaged with the right wing of the Romans; but
not in the usual method of fighting between horsemen, for
they were obliged to engage front to front, no room kaving
been left for any evolutions, the river on one side, and the
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line of infantry on the other, confining them, so that they
could only push directly forward; at last, the horses being
pressed together in a crowd, and stopped from advancing,
the riders, grappling man to man, dragged each other to the
ground. The contest was now maintained chiefly on foot,
but was more furious than lasting; for the Roman horse-
men, unable to keep their stand, turned their backs. When
the fight between the cavalry was almost decided, the in-
fantr- hegan to engage. At first, the Gauls and Spaniards
maintained their r.nks, without betraying any inferiority
either in strength or courage. At length the Romans, by
frequent and persevering efforts, with their front regular
and in compact order, drove back a body which projected
before the rest of their line in form of a wedge, and which,
being too thin, consequently wanted strength: as these gave
ground, and retreated hastily and in disorder, they pursued,
and without slackening their charge, broke through their
dismayed and flying battalions; at first, to their centre line;
and, at length, meeting with no resistance, they arrived at
the reserved troops of the Africans, which latter had been
posted on both flanks of the others, inclining backward to-
wards the rear, while the centre, composed of the Gauls and
Spaniards, jutted comsiderably forwaid. By the retreat of
this prominent part, the front was thus rendered even; then,
by their proceeding still in the same direction, a bending in-
ward was at length formed in the middle, on each side of
which the Africans now formed wings; and the Romans,
incautiously rushing intu the centre, these flanked them on
each side, and, by extending themselves from the extremi-
ties, surrounded them on the rear also. In consequence of
this, the Romans, who had already finished one battle, quit-
ting the Gauls and Spaniards, whom they had pursued with
much slaughter, entered now on a new one against the Afri-
cans, in which they had not only the disadvantage of being
hemmed in, and, in that position, obliged to fight, but, also,



B.C.216.] BOOK XXII. 69

that of being fatigued, while their antagonists were fresh and
vigorous.

XLVIIIL By this time, the battle had begun on the left
wing also of the Romans, where the confederate cavalry had
been posted against the Numidians: it was languid at first,
and commenced with a piece of Carthaginian treachery.
About five hundred Numidians, carrying, besides their
usual armour and weapons, swords concealed under their
coats of mail, rode up under the appearance of deserters,
with their bucklers behind their backs, and having hastily
alighted from their horses, and thrown their bucklers and
javelins at the feet of their enemies, were received into the
centre line, and conducted thence to the hindmost ranks,
where they were ordered to sit down in the rear. There
they remained quiet, until the fight was begun in every
quarter: when, however, the thoughts and eyes of all were
deeply intent on the dispute, snatching up the shiclds which
lay in great numbers among the heaps of the slain, they fell
on the rear of the Romans, and stabbing the men in the
backs, and cutting their hams, made great slaughter, and
caused still greater terror and confusion. While, in one part,
prevailed dismay and flight, in another, obstinate fighting in
spite of despair, Hasdrubal, who commanded on the left wing,
after entirely routing the Roman cavalry, went off to the
right, and, joining the Numidians, put to flight the cavalry of
the allies. Then, léaving the Numidians to pursue them, with
his Gallic and Spanish horse, he made a charge on the rear
of the Roman infantry, while they were busily engaged with
the Africans. *

XLIX. On the other side of the field, Paullus had, in the
very beginning of the action, received a grievous wound
from a sling; nevertheless, at the head of a compact band, he

* Here the text of the original is so corrupted, as to be absolutely un-
intelligible. The fact, as represented in the supplemental lines, is so re-
lated by Polybius,
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frequently opposed himself in Hannibal’s way; and, in seve-
ral-places, he restored the fight, being protected by the Ro-
man horsemen, who, in the end, dismounted, because the
consul’s strength declined so far, that he was not able even
to manage his horse. Some person, on this, telling Hannibal
that the consul had ordered the cavalry to dismount; he
answered, as we are told, * I should have been much better
pleased if he delivered them to me in chains.” The fight
maintained by the dismounted cavalry was such as might be
expected, when the enemy had gained undoubted possession
of the victory: and as the vanquished chose to dic on the
spot, rather than fly, the victors, enraged at them for vctard-
ing their success, put to death those whom they could not
drive from their ground. They did, however, at length
oblige them to quit the field, their numbers being reduced to
a few, and those quite spent with toil and wounds. They
were all entirely dispersed, and such as were able repaired
to their horses, in order to make their escape. Cneius Len-
tulus, 2 militarv tribune, seeing, as he rode by, the consul
sitting on a stone, and covered with blood, said to him,
« Lucius Amilius, whom the gods ought to favour, as the
only person free from the blame of this day’s disaster, take
this horse, while you have any remains of strength; I will
accompany you, and am able to raise you up and protect
you. Add not to the fatality of the fight the death of a con-
sul: without that, there will be abundant cause of tears and
mourning.” The consul replied, ¢ Your spirit, Cneius Cor-
nelius, I commend; but do not waste, in unavailing commis-
seration, the short time allowed you for escaping out of the
hands of the enemy. Go, carry a public message from me
to the senate, that they fortify the city of Rome; and, before
the victorious Carthaginian arrives, secure it with a power-
ful garrison. Carry also a private message to Quintus Fa-
bius; tell him that Lucius Amilius has lived, and now dies,
in a careful observance of his directions. As to myself, let
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me expire here, in the midst of my slaughtered soldiers,
that I may not either be brought, a second time, to a trial,
on the expiration of my cofsulship, or stand forth an accu-
ser of my colleague; or as if my own innocence were to be
proved by the impeachment of another.” While they were
thus discoursing, first, a crowd of their flying countrymen,
and afterwards the enemy, came upon them; and these, not
knowing the consul, overwhelmed him with their weapons.
Lentulus, during the confusion, escaped through the swift-
ness of his horse. A general route now took place; seven
thousand men fled into the smaller camp, ten thousand
into the greater, and about two thousand into the vil-
lage of Canna; but the town not being defended by anv
fortifications, these were instantly surrounded by Car-
thalo and the cavalry. The other consul, without joining
any party of his routed troops, gained Venusia, with about
seventy horsemen. The number of the slain 1s computed at
forty thousand foot, and two thousand seven hundred
horse: the lass of natives and of the confederates being
nearly equal. Among these were the questors belonging to
both consuls, Lucius Atilius, and Lucius Furius Bibaculus;
twenty-one military tribunes; several who had passed
through the offices of consul, prator, or zdile, among whom
are reckoned Cneius Servilias Geminus, and Marcus Minu-
cius, who had been master of the horse in the preceding
vear, and consul some years before; likewise eighty who
were members of the senate, or had borne those offices which
qualified them to be chosen into that body, and who had vo-
luntarily enlisted as soldiers in the legions. The prisoners
taken in this battle are reckoned at tiirce thousand foot, and
three hundred horse.

. L. Such was the battle of Cannz; equally memorable with
the defeat at the Allia: but as it was less fatal in its conse-
quences, because the enemy were remiss in pursuing the
blow, so, with respcct to the destruction of the troops, i
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was more grievous and lamentable. For the flight at the
Allia, while it proved the ruin of the city, preserved the
men; but at Cannz, scarcely seventy accompanied the con-
sul who fled; almost the whole army perished with the other.
Those who had collected together in the two camps, were a
half-armed multitude, without leaders: from the larger was
sent a message to the others, that while the enemy were
sunk, during the night, in profound sleep, in consequence of
their fatigue in the battle, and of their feasting for joy, they
should come over to them, and they would go off in one body
to Canusium. This advice some totally rejected; for they
said, “ Why did not these men come to them, when a junc-
tion might as well have been effected by that means? Why,
but because the ground between them was full of the ene-
my’s troops, and that they chose to expose to such danger
the persons of others, rather than their own?” The re-
mainder, though they did not disapprove of the advice, were
yet afraid to follow it. On this, Publius Sempronius Tudi-
tanus, a military tribune, addressed them thus: ¢ Do ye
choose, then, to be taken prisoners by a most rapacious and
cruel enemy, to have a price set upon your heads, by men who
will examine, whether you are a citizen of Rome, or a La-
tine confederate, in order to pay a compliment to others, by
heaping indignity and misery upon yourselves? Surely not,
if ye be really fellow-citizens of the consul Amilius, who
preferred an honourable death to a life of dishonour, and
of such a number of brave men, who lie in heaps around
him. But, before the light overtakes us, and more numerous
Lodies of the enemy stop up the way, let us sally forth
through those, who, without any order or regularity, make
this noise before our gates; courage and the sword find a
passage through the closest battalion; this open and loose
band we will penetrate in the fOrm of a wedge. Come on,
then, ye who wish the preser’vatlon of yourselves and the
commonwealth, follow me.”¥ So saying, he drew his sword,
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and, with the troops who chose to follow him, formed as he
had proposed, made his way through the midst of the enemy.
Here the Numidian javelins being thrown against their right
sides, which were uncovered, they removed their shields to
their right hands, and thus, to the number of six hundred,
eflected a passage into the larger camp; proceeding thence,
in conjunction with the other greater body, they arrived safe
at Canusium. Such were the proceedings of the vanquish-
ed, dictated rather by accident, or each man’s particular
feeling, than by deliberation among themselves, or the orders
of any.

LI. When the Carthaginians, flocking round Hannibal, con-
gratulated him on the victory, and recommended, that, after
going through the fatiguing business of so great a battle, he
should take himself, and allow the wearied soldiers, repose
during the remainder of that day and the ensuing night; Ma-
harbal, general of cavalry, who was of opinion that no time
should be lost, said to him, ¢ that you may be convinced how
much has been accomplished by this engagement, on the
fifth day following you shall feast, victorious, in the Capitol.
Follow me: I will advance with the horse, that the enemy
may see me arrived, before they are apprised of my being on
the way.” To Hannibal these hopes appeared too sanguine,
and the prospect too vast for his mind to comprehend at first
view. He therefore replied, that *he applauded Maharbal’s
zeal; but the affair required time for consideration.” On
which Maharbal observed, ¢ I perceive that the gods do not
bestow on the same person all kinds of talents. You, Hanni-
bal, know how to acquire victory, but you know not how to
use it.” There is good reason tobelieve that the delay of that
day proved the preservation of the city, and of the empire.
On the day following, as soon as light appeared, his troops
applied themselves to the collecting of the spoils, and in view-
ing the carnage made, which was such as shocked even ene-
mies; so many thousand Romans, horsemen and footmen.

voL. 111.—K
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lay promiscuously on the field, as chance had thrown them
together, eitherin the battle, or flight. Some, whom their
wounds, being pinched by the morning cold, had roused from
their posture, were put to death, by the enemy, as they were
rising up, covered with blood, from the midst of the heaps
of carcascs. Some they found lying alive, with their thighs
and hams cut, who, stripping their necks and throats, desired
them to spill what remained of their blood. Some were
found. with their heads buried in the earth, in holes which
it appeared they had made for themselves, and covering their
faces with earth thrown over them, had thus been suffocated.
The attention of all was particularly attracted by a living
Numidian with his nose and ears strangely mangled,
stretched under a dead Roman; and who, when his hands had
been rendered unable to hold a weapon, being exasperated
to madness, had expired in the act of tearing his antagonist
with his teeth.

LII. After a great part of the day had been spent in ga-
thering the spoils, Hannibal led his troops to attack the
smaller camp; and first, by drawing a trench across, ex-
cluded the garrison from the river: but the men, being spent
with labour, watching, and wounds, capitulated sooner than he
had expected. It was agreed, that, besides surrendering their
arms and horses, there should be paid for each Roman citi-
zen three hundred denarii,* for an ally two hundred,t for a
slave an hundred;$ and that, on laying down this ransom,
they should depart with single garments. On this, they re-
ceived the enemy into the camp, and were all put into cus-
tody, but separately; that is, the citizens and allies, each by
themselves. During the time spent here, such part of the
troops, in the greater camp, as had sufficient strength and
courage, amounting to four thousand footmen, and two hun-
dred horse, had made their escape to Canusium; some in bo-
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dies, others straggling different ways through the country, a
method equally safe. The camp was surrendered to the ene-
my by the wounded, and those who had staid through want
of courage, and on the same terms as for the others. Abun-
dance of spoil was found; and the whole, (except the men
and horses, and whatever silver there was, most of which
was on the trappings of the latter, for there was then very
little used at the table, particularly in the field,) was given
up to be plund‘ered. Hannibal then ordered the bLodies of
his men to be collected and buried: they are said to have
amounted to eight thousand of the bravest of his troops.
Some writers say, that he also searched for, and interred the
Roman consul. Those who escaped to Canusium, and who
received from the inhabitants no farther relief than admit-
tance within their walls and houses, were supplied with corn,
clothes, and subsistence, by a woman of Apulia, named Bu-
sa, eminent for her birth and riches; in requital of which
munificence, high honours were afterwards paid to her, by
the senate, at the conclusion of the war.

LIII. Now, although there were four military tribunes
present at Canusium; of ghe first legion, Fabius Maximus,
whose father had been dictator the year before; of the se-
cond, Lucius Publicius Bibulus, and Publius Cornelius Sci-
pio; and of the third, Appius Claudius Pulcher, who had
been zdile the last year; yet the command in chief was, with
universal consent, conferred on Publius Scipio; then very
young;, in conjunction with Appius Claudius. While these,
with a few others, were consulting on the measures requisite
in this emergency, they were told by Publius Furius Philus,
son to a man of consular dignity, that * it was vain for them
to cherish hopes in a case past retrieving; for the common-
wealth was despaired of, and lamented as lost. That several
young men of the nobility, at whose head was Lucius Czci-
lius Metellus, were meditating a scheme of putting to sea,
with intent to abandon Italy, and go over to the king of somc



76 HISTORY .OF ROME. [Y.R. 536.

other country.” This distressing incident, besides having in
itself the most fatal tendency, coming unexpectedly, and
immediately after so many disasters, surprised and astonish-
ed them to such a degree, that they lost for a time all thought
and motion; those who were present then, advising that a
council should be called on the subject; Scipio, a youth
destined by fate to conduct the war to a conclusion, said,
that ¢ this was not a subject for council; the business re-
quired not deliberation, but fortitude and action. He bade
those come with him, that moment, in arms, who wished the
preservation of the commonwealth; for no place,” said he,
“ can you more truly call an enemy’s camp, than that where-
in such designs are agitated.” Immediately he proceeded,
attended by a few, to the lodging of Metellus; and finding
there the youths, who had been mentioned, assembled in
consultation, he held his drawn sword over their heads as
they sat, and said, * with sincerity of heart I swear, that I
will not desert the commonwealth of the Roman people;
neither will I suffer any other Roman citizen to desert it.
If, knowingly, I break thls oath, then do thou, Jupiter, su-
premely good and great, overwhglm, in the severest ruin,
myself, my house, my family, and my fortune, Lucius Ce-
cilius, and the rest of you, here present, I insist upon your
taking the same oath: he that will not swear, be it known,
that against him this sword is drawn.” Terrified no less than
if they had seen the victorious Hannibal, they all took the oath,
and surrendered themselves to Scipio, to be kept in custody.

LIV. While these things passed at Canusium, about four
thousand horse and foot, who, in the flight, had been dis-
persed through the country, came to the consul at Venusia.
These were all distributed by the Venusians through their
several families, where they were received and treated with
kindness. They also gave to each horseman a gown and tunic,
and twenty-five denarii¥; and to each footman ten denariif,
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and such arms as were wanted; and every other hos-
pitable attention was shown them, both by the public and by
private persons; all exerting themselves, that the Venusian
state might not be out-done, in kindness, by a woman of Ca-
nusium. However, the great number of her guests, which
amounted now to ten thousand, made the burthen heavier on
Busa. Appius and Scipio, as soon as they learned that one
of the consuls was alive, instantly despatched to him an ac-
count of the number of horse and foot which were with
them; at the same time desiring his orders, whether the
troops should be brought to him in Venusia, or remain at
Canusium. Varro led over his forces to Canusium. And
now, there was some appearance of a consular army, and
they seemed capable of defending themselves, though not
with their arms alone, yet certainly with the help of walls.
At Rome accounts were received, that not even these relics ‘of
the citizens and allies had survived, but that both armies,
with the consuls, were utterly cut off. Never, while the city
itself was in safety, did such a degree of dismay and confu-
sion prevail within the walls of Rome. I therefore shrink
from the task; and will not undertake to describe a scene,
of which any representation that I could give, would fall
short of the reality. The report was; not of such another
wound being received, as when.a consul and an army were
lost, the year before, at the Trasimenus, but of a multiplicity
of disasters; of both armies, together with both consuls,
being lost; that the Romans had now neither camp, nor ge-
neral, nor soldier existing; that Hannibal was in possession
of Apulia, Samnium, and of almost all Italy. Certainly we
know no other nation whose spirit would not have been
wholly crushed under such an immense load of misfortunes.
Can I compare with it the disaster, suffered by the Cartha-
ginians, in the sea-fight at the Agatian islands, by which
they were so dispirited that they gave up Sicily and Sardi-
nia, and were content thenceforth to pay tribute and taxes?
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Or, the loss of the battle in Africa, under which this same
Hannibal afterwards sunk? In no particular are they to be
compared, except in this, that the latter, under their cala-
mities, displayed nothing like an equal degree of magna-
pimity. N

LV. The prztors, Publius Furius Philus, and Marcus
. Pomponius, convened the senate in the Curia Hostilia, to
consult on the means of providing for the security of the
city. They took it for granted that, the armies being de-
stroyed, the enemy would come directly to attack Rome,
the only object which remained to be accomplished in order
to finish the war. As, in a case of such extreme danger, the
extent of which was not thoroughly known, they found it
difficult to resolve on any plan, and were, at the same time,
stunned with the cries and lamentations of the women; for
no positive information being yet received, the living and
dead were, all together, lamented as lost, In almost every
house. Quintus Fabius Maximus gave his opinion, that
¢ swift horsemen should be sent along the Appian and La-
tine roads, who, inquiring from any whom they should meet,
straggling in their flight from the field, might perhaps bring
back information as to the real situation of the consuls and
the armies; and, if the immortal gods, in compassion to the
empire, had left any remnant of the Roman name; where
these forces were; to what quarter Hannibal directed his
route, after the battle; what were his intentions; what he
was doing and preparing to do. These particulars ought to
be inquired into, and ascertained, by active young men; and
the senators themselves, as there was not a sufficient num-
ber of magistrates, ought to undertake the part of quieting
the tumult and disorder of the city; to remove the women
from the public places, and oblige them to confine them-
selves within their own doors; to restrain the lamentations
of the several families; to cause silence in the city; to take
care that expresses arriving with any intelligence, be con-
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ducted to the pretors; and to make every person wait, in
his own house, for information respecting his own concerns.
‘That they should moreover place guards at the gates, to
binder any from going out, and force men to place their
only hope of preservation in the strength of their walls and
works.- That when the tumult should be appeased, then the
senators might properly be called back into the house to de-
liberate on measures for the defence of the city.”

LVI. This opinion being unanimously appproved, and
the crowd being removed out of the Forum by the magis-
trates, the senators dispersed themselves on all sides to quiet
the commotions; and then, at length, a_letter was brought
from the consul Terentius, informing them, that “ the con-
sul Lucius Amilius, and the army, were cut off; that he
himself was at Canusium, collecting, as from a shipwreck,
the relics of such a dreadful misfortune; that there were.
with him, about ten thousand men, belonging to many dif-
ferent corps, and not yet formed into regular bodies. That
the Carthaginian, showing neither the spirit of a conqueror.
nor the conduct of a great general, lay still at Canna, bar-
gaining about the prisoners and other booty.” Then the
losses of private families also were made known through
their several houses; and so entirely was the whole city
filled with grief, that the anniversary festival of Ceres was
omitted, because it is not allowable for persons in mourning
to celebrate it, and there was not, at the time, one matron
who was not so habited. Lest, therefore, for the same rea-
son, other festivals, public or private, might be left uncele-
brated, the wearing of that dress was, by a decree of senate,
limited to thirty days. Now, when the tumult in the citv
was composed, and thc senators re-assembled in their house,
another letter was brought from Sicily, from the pro-prator Ti-
tus Otacilius, stating, that “ a Carthaginian fleet was ravaging
the dominions of Hiero; and that, when he was preparing
to carry assistance to him, in compliance with his earnest re-
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quest, he had received intelligence that another fleet lay at
the Agatian islands, prepared for battle, and intending, as
soon as they learned that he had gone away to guard the
coast of Syracuse, to fall immediately on Lilybzum, and
other parts of the Roman province. If, therefore, they wish-
ed to protect Sicily, and the king their ally, a re-inforcement
of ships must be sent.”

LVII. When the letters of the consul and pro-prator
were read, it was resolved that Marcus Claudius, who com-
manded the fleet lying at Ostia, should be sent to take the
command of the forces at Canusium; and that a letter
should be written to the consul, directing, that as soon as
he had delivered the army to the pretor, he should, with all
the expedition consisting with the public good, come to
Rome. In addition to all their misfortunes, people Were
also terrified by several prodigies; and, particularly, by two
vestals, Opimia and Floronia, being, in that year, convicted
of incontinence; one of them was, according to custom, bu-
ried alive, near the Colline gate; the other voluntarily putan
end to her own life. Lucius Cantilius, secretary to one of
those, whom we now call the lesser pontiffs, who had de-
bauched Floronia, was, by order of the chief pontiff, scourged
in the Forum, with such severity, that he expired under the
punishment. This enormity, happening in the midst of so
many calamities, as usual in such cases, converted into a pro-
digv, and the decemvirs were ordered to consult the books.
Quintus Fabius Pictor was sent also to Delphi, to consult
the oracle, and discover by what supplications, and worship,
they might be able to appease the gods; and by what means
a stop might be put to such a heavy train of misfortunes.
Meanwhile, according to the directions of the books of the
fates, several extraordinary sacrifices were performed; among
which a male and female Gaul, and a male and female Greek.
were buried alive in the cattle market, in a vault built round
with stone; a place which had already, by a practice abhor-
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rent from the temper of the religion of Rome, been polluted
with human victims. When it was thought that sufficient
atonement had been made to the wrath of the gods, Marcus
Claudius Marcellus despatched from Ostia to Rome, for the
security of the city, one thousand five hundred men, whom
he had there, and who had been raised for the service of the
fleet. He also sent on before him the marine legion, which
was the third, under command of the military tribunes, to
Teanum, in the territory of Sidicinum; and then, having de-
livered the command of the fleet to his colleague, Publius
Furius Philus, he repaired himself, in a few days, by forced
marches to Canusium. Pursuant to directions of the senate,
Marcus Junius was nominated dictator, and Tiberius Sem. >
prenius master of the horse./They proclaimed a levy, and
enlisted all the youth of seventeen years and upwards, and
even some under that age, of whom they completed four le-
gions, and a thousand horse/” Envoys were also sent to the
allies, and Latine confederates, with a requisition of their
contingents of troops, as specified by treaty, Orders were
issued for preparing armour, weapons, and other necessa-
ries; and they even took down from the temples and porti-
coes the old spoils taken from enemies. The urgent neces-
sity, and the scarcity of men of free condition, occasioned
their adopting a new mode of raising soldiers, and in
an extraordinary manner. They purchased, with the public
money, eight thousand stout young slaves; asking each,
whether he was willing to serve in the wars; and then gave
them arms. They preferred employing this kind of soldiers,
though they had it in their power to have ransomed the
prisoners at a less expense.

LVIII. Hannibal, intoxicated with his great success at
Cannz, conducted himself as if, instead of having a war to
prosecute, he had already brought it to a conclusion. Order-
ing the prisoners to be brought forth, he separated the allies
from the rest; and, with expréssions of kindness, dismissed
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them without ransom, as he had done formerly at the Tre-
bia, and the lake Trasimenus. Even the Romans he called
before him; and, contrary to his former practice, addressed
them in very mild terms, telling them, that “ he meant not
to carry the war to the extinction of the Romans, but fought
for glory and empire. That, as his predecessors had yielded
to the Roman bravery, so he, on his part, was now endea-
vouring to make others yield, in turn, to his valour and
good fortune. Wherefore he would give them permission to
ransom themselves; and the terms should be, five hundred
denarii* for each horseman, three hundredt for a footman,
and a hundred for a slavet.” Though the ransom of the
horseman was hereby raised beyond ‘the rate stipulated on
their surrendering, yvet they joyfully embraced any terms. It
was determined, that they should choose, by their own suf-
frages, ten of their number, who should go to Rome to the
senate; and of their faith, no other security was required
than their oath, that they would return. With these was sent
Carthalo, a noble Carthaginian, who, if he perceived an in-
clination towards peace, was to propose the terms. After
they had set out from the camp, one of them, 2 man devoid
of Roman principles, pretending to have forgotten some-
thing, with a view of evading his oath, returned into the
camp, and afterwards, before night, overtook his companions.
When it was reported at Rome, that they were coming, a
lictor was sent to meet Carthalo, with orders, in the name of
the dictator, that he should quit the Roman territories before
night.

LIX. The deputies of the prisoners, being by the dictator
admitted to an audience of the senate, the principal of them,
Marcus Junius, spoke to this effect: * Conscript Fathers,
none of us is ignorant, that no other state ever considers pri-
soners in a lower light than ours does. However, unless we
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are too partial to our own cause, none, who ever fell into the
power of an enemy, less deserved to be neglected than we.
do. For we did not, through cowardice, surrender our arms
in the field; but, after having protracted the battle until
near night, standing on the heaped bodies of the slain, we
retreated within our works. During the remainder of that
day, and the ensuing night, spent as we were with toil and
wounds, we vet defended our camp. Next day, being entirely
surrounded by the army of the conquerors, and debarred
from access to water, having no hope of forcing a way
through their numerous bands, and not conceiving it crimi-
nal, that, after the slaughter of fifty thousand of our army,
any Roman soldier should survive the battle of Cannz, we, at
length, agreed to terms of ransom, on which our liberty
should be purchased; and we delivered to the enemy our
weapons, when they could no longer serve to defend us. We
had heard that our ancestors ransomed themselves with gold
from the Gauls; and that our fathers, notwithstanding their
utter dislike to the acceptance of the terms of peace, yet
sent ambassadors to Tarentum, for the purpose of ransom-
ing prisoners. Yet, both the fight at the Allia with the Gauls,
and- that at Heraclea with Pyrrhus, may be called disgrace-
ful, on account of the panic and flight. Whereas the plains
of Canne are overspread with heaps of slaughtered Romans;
and, that we survive, is owing to no other cause, than from
the enemy having, in killing, exhausted their strength,
There are, besides, some of our number who are not even
chargeable with flying the field: having been left to guard
the camp, when that was surrendered, they fell into the
hands of the enemy. I envy not the good fortune, or the
situation, of any fellow citizen or fellow soldier, nor do I
wish, by depressing another, to exalt myself; but surely, un-
less there is some prize due to swiftness of foot, those men
who fled, leaving most of their arms behind, and never halted
until they came to Venusia, or Canusium, cannot justly
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claim a preference before us, or boast of themselves as mors
capable of affording defence to the commonwealth. However,
ye will find them on trial good and valiant soldiers, and will
find us also the more heartily zealous in our country’s cause,
from the consideration of having been, in kindness, redeem-
ed and reinstated by you. Ye are enlisting men of every age
and condition. I hear that eight thousand slaves are to be
armed. Our number is not inferior to that, and we may be
ransomed at less expense than they are purchased. A com-
parison between ourselves and them would be_ an insult on
the name of Roman. I think, Conscript Fathers, that, in
such a case, this circumstance also deserves consideration,
(if ye choose to act toward us with a degree of rigour,
which we have, by no means, merited,) the pature of the
enemy, in whose hands ye would leave us, whether he is
such as Pyrrhus, who treated us, when his prisoners, as if
we were his guests; or a barbarian, and a Carthaginian; of
whom it can scarcely be determined, whether his avarice or
cruelty be greater. If ye were to behold the chains, the squa-
lid dress, and the miscrable looks of your countrymen, the
sight, I am convinced, would affect you not less deeply,
than if ye saw your legions prostrate on the plains of Cannz.
Ye can here observe the solitude, and the tears of our rela~
tions, who stand in the porch of your senate house, wgiting
for.your determination: when they suffer such suspence and
anxiety for us, and for those who are absent, what do ye
suppose must be the state of those men’s minds whose liberty
and life are at stake? Believe me, that, even should Hanni-
bal, contrary to his nature, behave with lenity towards us, yet
hfe would be no gratification, after having been adjudged by
you, unworthy of being ransomed. Formerly, prisoners, dis-
missed by Pyrrhus without ransom, returned home to Rome.
But they returned with ambassadors, the principal men in
the state, who had been sent for the purpose of ransoming
them. Should I return to my country, whom my fellow citi-
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zens have not valued, as worth three hundred denarii; Con-
script Fathers, every man has his own way of thinking; I
know that my person and life are in hazard: but I am more
deeply affected by the danger to our reputation, lest we
should appear to be rejected and condemned by you. For
the world will never believe that ye were actuated by the
motive of saving money.”

LX. When he ceased speaking, the multitude, who stood
in the Comitium, instantly raised a lamentable cry, and
stretching their hands towards the senate house, besought
the members to restore to them their children, their brethren,
and relations. Their fears, and the urgency of the case, had
brought a number of women also among the crowd of men
in the Forum. The senate, as soon as the house was cleared,
took the matter into consideration. Opinions were different;
some recommended that the prisoners should be ransomed
at the expense of the public; others, that the public money
should not be expended, but that they should not be hinder-
ed from ransoming themselves, with their own private pro-
perty; and that, to such as wanted money at present, it
should be lent out of the treasury, on their indemnifying the
nation by sureties and mortgages. Titus Manlius Torqua-
tus, a man who carried primitive strictness, as many thought,
to too great a degree of rigour, on being asked his opinion,
spoke to this effect: “ Had the demands of the deputies, in
favour of those who are in the hands of the enemy, gone no
farther than to their being ransomed, I should, without of-
fering censure on any of them, have delivered my judgment
in few words; for what else would be requisite than to admo-
nish you, to maintain the practice transmitted from your
forefathers, and to adhere to a precedent essential to military
discipline? But now, since they have, in a manner, made a
merit of having surrendered themselves to the foe, and
claimed a preference, not only over those who were made
prisoners in the field, but even over those who made their



86 HISTORY OF ROME. [Y.R. 536.

way to Venusia and Canusium, and over the consul Caius
Terentius himself, I will not let you remain ignorant, Con-
script Fathers, of any of the circumstances which occurred
on the occasion. And I wish that the representations, which
I am going to lay before you, were made in the presence of
the troops themselves at Canusium, the most competent
witnesses of every man’s cowardice and bravery; or, at
least, that one particular person were present here, Publius
Sempronius, the counsel and example of which officer, had
those soldiers thought proper to follow, they would to-day
be Romans in.their own camp, not prisoners in that of the
enemy. But as the Carthaginians were fatigued with fight-
ing, or totally occupied in rejoicing for their success, in
which state indeed most of them had even retired into their
camp,~they had it in their power during the whole night to
extricate themselves by sallying forth; and though seven
thousand soldiers had been able to force their way, even
through close battalions, yet they, neither of themselveg, of-
fered to attempt the same, nor were willing to follow the
lead of ancther. Publius Sempronius Tuditanus never ceased
advising and exhorting them, that while the numbers of the
enemy round the camp were few, while quiet and silence
prevailed, while the night covered their design, they would
follow where he should lead; assuring them that, before day
light, they might arrive in places of safety in the cities of
their allies. If he had said in like manner, as in the time of
our grand-fathers, Publius Decius, military tribune in Sam-
nium, spoke, or, as in our own time, and in the former Pu-
nic war, Calphurnius Flamma said to the three hundred vo-
lunteers, when he was leading them to sieze on an eminence
situated in the midst of the enemy, SoLD1ERS, LET Us DIE,
AND BY OUR DEATHS EXTRICATE THE SURROUNDED LE-
GIONS FROM THE AMBUsCADE.—If Publius Sempronius had
spoken thus, I say, he could not surely deem you either Ro-
mans or men, if no one appeared ready to accompany him
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in so brave an enterprise. But still he points ouf the way
which leads not to glory only but to safety. He shows how
ye may return to your country, your parents, wives, and
children. Do ye want spirit for your own preservation?
What would ye do if the cause of your country required
your death? Fifty thousand of your countrymen and allies
lie around you slain on that same day. If so many examples
of bravery do not rouse you, nothing will ever rouse you; if
such a carnage has not inspired contempt of life, no other
will. While in freedom and safety, wish for your country:
do this as long as it is your country. It is now too late for
you to wish for it, when ye are divested of its privileges,
disfranchised of the rights of citizens, and become slaves of
the Carthaginians. Will ye return, on terms of purchase, to
that condition, which ye relinquished through pusillanimity
and cowardice? To Publius Sempronius, your countryman,
ordering you to take arms and follow him, ve would not
listen; ye listened soon after to Hannibal, ordering you to
betray your camp to him, and surrender your arms. Why do
I charge them with cowardice, when I may charge them with
actions highly criminal? for they not only refused to follow
the person who gave them the best advice, but attempted to
hinder and to stop him, had not his gallant companions with
their drawn swords cleared the way of those dastards. I af-
firm, that Publius Sempronius was obliged to force his pas-
sage through a body of his countrymen, before he broke
through that of the enemy. Has our country any reason to
wish for such citizens as these; to whom, if the rest had
_ been like, we should not have had this day one citizen of
those who fought at Cannz. Out of seven thousand men, six
hundred were found, who had spirit to force their way, who
retarned home with freedom and their arms, forty thousand
of the enemy not being able to stop them. How safely then
do ye suppose mighta band of near two legions have passed? "
In that case, Conscript Fathers, ve would have had this day.
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at Canusium, twenty thousand soldiers, brave and faithful.
But how can these men be good and faithful citizens, (for to
bravery they do not themselves lay claim,) after having at-
tempted to stop the sally of those that wished to trust all to
their swords? Or who can suppose, that they do not look
with envy on the safety and glory, which the others have
acquired by their valour, while they see themselves reduced
by their fear and cowardice, to ignominious slavery. The
entire band chose to remain in their tents, and wait the ap-
proach of day, and of the enemy, at the same time; though
during the silence of the night they had a fair opportunity of
effecting their escape. But though they wanted confidence to
sally out of the camp, they had courage valiantly to defend
it. Being besieged for several days and nights, they protect-
ed their rampart by arms: at length, after the utmost efforts
and sufferings, when every support of life failed, when their
strength was wasted through hunger, and they could no
longer bear up under their arms, they were overcome by
necessities too powerful for human nature to sustain, and a
part with Sempronius gained the greater camp. Now, at
sun rise, the enemy approached the rampart, and before the
second hour these men who had refused to accompany him,
without trying the issue of any dispute, surrendered their
arms and themselves. Here, then, is the amount of their
martial performances during two days; when they ought to
have stood in their posts in the battle, and fought, they then
fled to their camp; which, instead of defending, they sur-
rendered; showing themselves equally useless there, and in
the field. Shall I then ransom such as you? When ye ought
to sally forth from your camp, ye hesitate and stay there;
and when staying, there is a necessity for defending it, ye
make surrender of your arms, and yourselves. Conscript
Fathers, [ would no more vote for ransoming those men,
than I would for delivering up to Hannibal the others, who
forced their way out of the camp, through the midst of the
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enemy, and by the highest exertions of valour restored them-
selves to their country.”

LXI. After this discourse of Manlius. notwithstanding
that most of the senators had relations among the prisoners,
yet, besides the maxim generally observed by the state, which,
from the carliest times, had ever showed very little tender-
ness towards such, the consideration of the money requisite
for the ransom operated with them as a powerful argument;
indeed they were unwilling either that the treasury should be
exhausted, from which a great sum had already been issued
for purchasing and arming the slaves for service, or that Han-
nibal shonld receive so considerable a supply, and of which
‘he was said to stand in the greatest need. A harsh answer
then being given, that the prisoners should not be ransomed,
and this new cause of grief, in the loss of so many citizens,
being added to the former, the people escorted the deputies
to the gate with abundance of tears and lamentations. One
of the deputies left the rest, auvd went home, as if he had
fulfilled his oath, by fallaciously returning into the camp.
But, as soon as this became known, and was reported to the
senate, they unanimously voted, that he should be seized,
and conveyed to Hannibal, under a guard appointed by the
government. This affair of the prisoners is related in another
manner : that ten deputies came at first ; and that the senate
were for some time in doubt whether they should be admitted
into the city or not ; but that at length permission was grant-
ed them to enter it: but still they were refused an audience
of the senate: and that afterwards, on their staying longer
than the rest expected, three others were sent, Lucius Scri-
bonius, Caius Calpurnius, and Lucius Manlius. Then, at
* last, the business of ransoming the prisoners was proposed
to the senate by a plebian tribune, a relation of Scribonius,
and their determination was, that they should not be ran-
somed. On this the three deputies, who came last, returned
to Hannibal, but the ten former remained at Rome ; as if, by
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having returned to Hannibal, after setting out on their jour-
ney, under pretext of getting a complete list of the prisoners,
they had fulfilled their oath. The question, whether they
should be delivered up to the enemy, was warmly debated in
the senate, and the party who voted in-the affirmative were
overcome by a small majority. However, they were by the
next censors so severely branded with every mark of igno-~
miny, that some of them laid violent hands on themselves,
and the rest, during all the remainder of their lives, shunned
not only the Forum, but almost the public street, and the light.
While such difference, in the representations given by his-
toriang, may be wondered at, still there are no means of dis~
tinguishing the truth. The greatness of the present misfor-
tune, beyond any hitherto sustained, is demonstrated by this
circumstance : that the allies, who, until this time, had stood
firm in their attachment, now began to waver; for no other
reason, certainly, than that they despaired of the common-
wealth. The following states actually revolted to the Cas-
thaginians, during the war : the Atellans, the Calatians, the
Hirpinians, a part of the Apulians, the Samnites, excepting
the Pentrians, all the Bruttians, the Lucanians, and, besides
these, the Surrentinians ; almost the whole coast possessed
by the Greeks, the Tarentines, Metapontines, Crotonians,
Locrians, and all the Cisalpine Grauls/§v et did not all these
losses and revolts of their allies shake the firmness of the
Romans so far as to induce them ever once to make mention
of peace, either before the consul’s return to Rome, or when
his arrival renewed the memory of their misfor(une‘/But at
that very time, such magnanimity was shown by thea state,
that, on the consul’s approaching the city, after such a heavy
disaster, of which he, in particular, had been the principfe )
cause, all ranks of people not only went out in crowds to
meet him, but even returned him thanks for not having des-
paired of the commonwealth ; whereas, had he been a gene-
ral of the Carthaginians, there is no degree of punishment
bevond what he must have suffered.
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The Campanians revolt to Hannibal. Hanno moves in the senate of Car-
thage to propose terms of peace to the Romans ; his proposition sirenu-
ously opposed, and over-ruled by thé Barcine faction. Marcellus defeats
Hannibal, in a battle at Nola. Hannibal’s army encrvated by luxurious
living at Capua. Cassilinum besieged by the Carthaginians, is reduced to
such extremity by famine, that the people eat the leathern covers of
their shields, and even mice. One hundred and ninety.seven new mem-
bers, from the equestrian order, added to the senate. Luclus Postumius,
prator, with his army, defeated by the Gauls, and slain. Cneius Scipio,
and Publius, overcome Ha-drubal in Spain, and conquer that country.
The remaining troops of the army vanquished at Cannz, sent to Sicily,
there to remain during the continuance of the war. An alliance formed
between Philip, king of Macedonia, and Hannibal. Sempronius Grac-
chus, consul, defeats the Campanians. Successes of Titus Manlius in Sar-
dinia; he takes prisoners, Hasdrubal, the general, Mago, and Hanno.
Claudius Marcellus gives Hannibal’s army a second defeat at Nola; and,
atlength, gives the Romans hopes of a favourable termination of the war.

I. AFTER the battle of Cannz, Hannibal, as soon as he
had taken and sacked the Roman camps, removed y g s36.
hastily from Apulia into Samnium, being invited B.C. 216.
into the territory of Arpi by Statius Trebius, who promised
to deliver the city of Compsa into his hands. Trebius wasa
native of Compsa, of considerable note among his country-
men, but thwarted in his ambitious views by a faction of the
Mopsian family, which, through the favour of the Romans,
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had acquired the principal direction of affairs. When an ac-
count was received of the battle of Cannz, and Trebius
openly announced the approach of Hannibal, the Mopsian
party withdrew from the city ; on which it was, without 2
_contest, surrendered to the Carthaginian, and a garrison of
his troops received into it. Hannibal, leaving here all the
booty, together with his baggage, and dividing his army into
two parts, ordered Mago, with one division, to receive such
cities of that country as were willing to revolt from the Ro-
mans, and if any should refuse, to compel them by force ;
while he himself, at the head of the other, marched through «
the country of Campania, towards the lower sea, intending
to lay siege to Neapolis, in order to gain possession of a sea-
port town. On entering the frontiers of the Neapolitans, he
placed one half of his Numidians in ambush, in places suited
to the purpose ; and, in general, the roads run through deep
vallies, and form windings commodious for concealment:
the rest he ordered to drive before them, in open view of the
enemy, thc'prey collected in the country ; and to ride up, in
a menacing manner, to the gates. Against this party, which
appeared to be neither regular nor numerous, a sally was
made by a squadron of horse, which, by the others retreating
on purpose, was drawn into the ambuscade, surrounded, and
cut to pieces. Nor would one of them have escaped, had not
the sea been 50 near, and some vessels, mostly fishing smacks,
which were in view at a' small distance from shore, afforded
shelter to such as were able to swim. Several young men of
distinction, however, were slain and taken in this action,
among whom fell Hegeas, the general of the cavalry, too
eagerly pursuing the enemy in their retreat. The Cartha-
ginian was deterred from undertaking the siege of the city,
by the sight of the fortifications, which showed that the en-
terprise would be attended with considerable difficulty.
II. From nence he marched to Capua; where, in conse-
quence of a long course of prosperity, and the kind indul-
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gence of fortune; the manners of the people were become
extremely dissolute and licentious ; and amidst the universal
corruption, the commons particularly distinguished them-
selves, by the extravagancy of their conduct, carrymg their
notions of liberty to the most umbounded excess. A person,
named Pacuvius Calavius, of noble birth, and, at the same
time, a great favourite of the plebeians, but indebted for his
popularity to intrigues of no very honourable kind, had ren-
dered the senate dependent on his will, and that of the com-
mons. He happened to be invested with the chief magistracy
during that year, wherein the Romans were defeated at the
Trasimenus; and suspected that, on an opportunity so fa-
vourable, for effecting a revolution, the commons, who had
so long harboured a bitter animosity against the senate,
would attempt some important enterprise ; and that, if Han-
nibal should come into those parts with his victorious army,
they would even go so far as to murder the senate, and de-
liver Capua into the hands of the Carthaginians. Though a
man of profligate manners, yet, not being utterly abandoned,
he preferred ruling the commonwealth in its present settled
state to any power which he could hope for, in case of its
subversion ; and knowing the impossibility of any state re-
maining settled, if destitute of counsel to direct its affairs,
he set about the execution of a plan whereby he might pre-
serve the senate, and, at the same time, keep it in awe of
himself and his party. Having convened that body, he began,
by telling them, “that the design of revolting from the Ro-
mans, unless such a measure should be found absolutely ne-
cessary, could not by any means be agreeable to him, who
had children by the daughter of Appius Claudius, and had
disposed of a daughter of his own in marriage, at Rome, to
Livius; but that; however, an affair of much greater moment,
and more alarming tendency, required their attention : for,
the purpose of the commons was not, by changing sides, to
abolish the authority of the senate ; but, by massacreing the
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members to leave the commonwealth without a head, and in
that state to deliver it up to Hannibal and the Carthaginians.
From this imminent danger, it was in his power, (he said,)
to deliver them, if they would entrust themselves to his man-
agement, and, forgetting party animosities, place entire confi-
dence in him.” Overcome by the violence of their fears, they
all consented to be directed by him ; on which he said, * 1
will shut you up in the senate house, appearing as an accom-
plice in their wicked plot, and while I seem to approve of
designs which I should in vain oppose, I will find out a way
for your safety. For the performance of this I am willing to
give you any security which you may demand.” Having
solemnly pledged his faith, he went out, and ordered the
senate-house to be shut, leaving a guard in the porch, with
orders; that no one should go in or out without his direc-
tions.

III. He then convened the people, to whom, he said,
% Campanians, the opportunity for which you have so often
prayed, of taking vengeance on a wicked and detestable
senate, now presents itself in such a manner, that you may
accomplish your wishes, without any hazard of danger to
yourselves, in storming, by force of arms, their several houses '
which they keep secured by garrisons of their dependents and
slaves. I am ready to deliver into your hands, the whole
body of them shut up together in the senate-house, unattended,
unarmed. Nor need you do any thing in a hurry, or without
consideration. I will take care that you shall have full power
of passing sentence of life or death on every one of them: so
that each may suffer the punishment which he has deserved.
Above all things, however, it behoves you, while you indulge
the gratification of your resentment, to make even that give
place to the care of your own interest and weifare, For, the
object of your hatred is, as I apprehend, the present body of
senators; you do not wish that the commonwealth should be
entirely without a senate: for you must have either a king, an
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office universally detested; or a senate, the only kind of go-
vernment compatible with freedom in a state. You must
therefore do two things at the same time, remove the old
senate, and elect a new one. I will order each of the senators
to be summoned before you; concerning whose life or death [
will require your judgment: whatever your séntence is, it shall
be executed. But first, before punishment is inflicted on the
guilty, you will elect, into his place, as a new senator, some
porson of ability and spirit.” He then took his seat; and the
names of the senators being thrown together into an urnm, he
ordered the first that happened to come out, on shaking the
lots, to be proclaimed, and the person himself to be brought
out from the senate-house. On hearing the name, every one
eagerly cried out, that he was a worthless character, and a
wicked man; and that he deserved punishment. Pacuvius
then said, “I perceive what judgment has been passed on
this man. He is expelled. In the room of this worthless and
wicked senator, elect one endowed with probity and justice.”
A general silence at first took place, from the difficulty of
finding a better substitute in his room; and afterwards, some
one breaking through reserve, and proposing a certain person,
aclamour was instantly raised louder than against the other;
some declaring, that they did not know him; others exclaim-
ing, at one time, against his scandalous behaviour, at another,
against his meanness, his sordid poverty, and the disreputa-
ble trade or occupation which he followed. The same conse-
quences ensued, and the difficulty still increased, on the se-
cond and third senator being summoned; all which clearly
proved that the people disliked the men in question, but were
totally at a loss for one whom they could set in his place; for
it would answer no purpose to propose the same persons a
second time, whose nomination had produced nothing but a
recital of their disgraces, and the rest were still more mean
and obscure than those who first occurred to people’s
thoughts. The consequence was, that the people withdrew
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from the assembly, affirming, that the evil with which men
were best acquainted was the most tolerable, and ordering
the senate to be discharged from custody.

IV. Pacuvius, by this obligation conferred on the senate,
in thus preserving their lives, so effectually gained their affec-
tions, that they were much more earnestly disposed to support
his interest, than that of the commons; and now, all ranks
yielding a ready compliance with his designs, without having
recourse to force of arms, he ruled with unlimited authority.
Henceforward the senators, casting ofl all regard to their in-
dependence and their dignity, paid court to the commons, and
saluted them in courteous terms; invited them, with every
expression of kindness, to their houses, and then entertained
them sumptuously; always undertook that side of a contro-
versy, supported that cause, and appointed judges agreeable
to that party, which was most popular, and seemed best cal-
culated to conciliate the favour of the populace. No business
was transacted in the senate in any other manner, than just
as if it had consisted of a set of plebeians. The people had
ever been prone to luxurious extravagance; not only from an
evil propensity in their nature, but likewise through the pro-
fusion of voluptuous enjoyments that lay within their reach,
and the temptations to which they were exposed in the midst
of every means of gratification which land or sea could afford.
But now, in consequehce of the condescension and in-
dulgence shown by persons of the first consequence, they
ran into such exorbitant excess as set no limits either to their
desires or expenses. They had long cast off all respect for
their own magistrates, senate, and laws; and now, since the
unfortunate battle of Cannz, they began to look with con-~
tempt on the government of Rome also, which alone they
had, until then, regarded with some degree of awe. The only
considerations that withheld them from an immediate revolt,
were, that by means of intermarriages contracted in a long
tourse of time, many of their most illustrious and powerful
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families were connected with the Romans; and, besides that
many of their countrymen served in the Roman armies, their
strongest motive for restraining their inclination, was, con-
cern for three hundred horsemen of the noblest families in
Campania, who had beern selected by the Romans, and sent
into several garrisons in the cities of Sicily.

V. The parents and relations of these, with great difficulty,
prevailed on the people to send ambassadors to the Roman
consul. They found him at Venusia, attended by a very small
number of half-armed troops, and in such a condition as could
not fail to excite compassion in good and faithful allies, and
contempt in the faithless and proud, such as were the Cam-
panians. And this contempt of himself, and of his situation,
the consul also increased by too unguardedly exposing and
displaying the disastrous state of his affairs. For, on the am-
bassador’s telling him that the senate and people of Campania
were much grieved that any misfortune should have hap-
pened to the Romans, and promising supplies of every kind,
towards carrying on the war, he answered, “ Campanians, in
desiring us to call on you for supplies towards maintaining
the war, you have observed. the usual manner of speaking
practised between allies, rather than accommodated your dis-
course to the present state of our fortune. For what has been
left us at Canngz, that, as if we had something of our own,
we should wish to have its deficiencies made up by our allies?
Should we call on you for infantry, as if we had cavalry?
Should we tell you that we want money, as if that were the
only thing wanted? Fortune has left us nothing; not so much
as a remnant to which additions might be made. Our legions,,.
our cavalry, arms, standards, men and horses, money, pro-
visions, have all perished, either in the field, or in the loss of
the two camps, on the following day. Wherefore, Campa-
nians, your part is, not to aid us in the war, but, in a manner,
. to undertake the war in our stead. Call to mind how, former-
ly, when your forefathers were driven, in dismay, within the
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walls, terrified at the approach of the armies of their ene-
mies, both Samnites and Sidicinians, we took them under our
protection, stood up in their defence at Saticula; and this war
against the Samnites, undertaken on your account, we main-
tained, through various vicissitudes of fortune, during a
space of near one hundred years. Add to this that, though we
possessed the right of sovereignty over you, we granted you
an alliance on terms of equality; allowed you your own laws,
and, in fine, what was to be considered (at least before the
defeat at Cannz) as the highest honeur in our power to con-
fer, we admitted a great number among you to the freedom
of our city, and shared its privileges with you. For these
reasons, Campanians, you ought to consider our late defeat
as a common misfortune, and to deem it your duty to defend
our common country. The dispute is not with the Etrurian,
or the Samnite; in whieh case the sovereignty, though taken
from us, would still remain in Italy; a Carthaginian foe draws
after him, from the remotest limits of the world, from the
streights of the ocean and the pillars of Hercules, an host of
men who are not even natives of Africa, and who are utter
strangers to all laws, to all the rules and rights of society, and
almost to the language of men. This horde, cruel and savage
from nature and habit, their leader has taken pains to render
still more savage; making them form bridges and ramparts
of human bodies heaped together, and, what is shocking even
to mention, teaching them to feed on human flesh. Who,
that was but born in any part of Italy, could think, without
horror and detestation, of seeing, and acknowledging as sove-
‘reigns, such creatures asthese, who live on such abominable
food, whose very touch would convey pollution; of receiving
.laws from Africa and Carthage, and of suffering Italy to be-
come a province to Moors and Numidians? It will be highly
honourable to you, Campanians, that the Roman empire,
_ tottering under so severe a blow, should be upheld and re-
stored by vour faithful zeal and strength. I suppose that
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there may be raised in Campania thirty thousand foot, and
four thousand horse. Of money and corn you already have
abundance. If your zeal in our favour be but equal to your
abilities, neither shall Hannibal perceive that he has been
victorious, nor the Romans ghat they have been defeated.”
VI. After the consul had spoken thus, the ambassadors
were dismissed; and, as they were returning home, one of
them, whose name was Vibius Virius, observed to the rest,
that * the time had now arrived when the Campanians might
not only recover from the Romans the lands of which they
had been unjustly deprived, but also gain possession of the
sovereignty of Italy. For they might form an alliance with
Hannibal, on whatever terms they themselves should choose;
and when Hannibal, after completing his success, and putting
an end to the war, should depart into Africa, and withd aw
his army, the sovereign power over Italy, without any dis-
pute, would be leftin the possession of the Campanians.” In
these sentiments of Vibius all the rest concurred, and they
accordingly made such a report of the issue of their embassy,
as persuaded every one that the Roman power was utterly
annihilated. The plebeians, and the greater part of the senate,
began instantly to take measures for a revolt. However, by
the earnest persuasions of the elder citizens, their proceedings
were deferred for a few days; but, at last, the opinion of the
majority prevailed, that the same ambassadors, who had gone
to the Roman consul, should be sent to Hannibal. In some’
histories, I have read, that, before this embassy was des-
patched, or the design of revolting finally determined upon,
ambassadors were sent by the Campanians to Rome, re-
quiring that, if the Roman people expected succours from
them, they should elect one of the consuls out of Campania;.
that this excited so great indignation, that they were ordered
to be turned out of the senate-house; and that a lictor was
. sent to conduct them out of tlte city, and to warn them to
retire, before night, out of the Roman territory. But this,
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bearing too great a similarity to the demand formerly made
by the Latines, and Celius and other writers having, not
without reason, omitted the mention of it, I cannot take upon
me to affirm the truth of the account.

VII. The ambassadors came ¢o Hannibal, and concluded
with him an alliance, on conditions, that *“no general, or
magistrate of the Carthaginians, should have any authority
over a citiz.n of Campania; nor should any native of Cam-
pania be compelled to serve in the army, or to act in any
other employment. That Capua should retain its own laws
and magistrates. That the Carthaginian should deliver into
the hands of the Campanians, three hundred of the Roman
prisoners, whom they should pitch on, in order that they
might make an exchange of these for the Campanian horse-
men serving in Sicily.” Such were the articles sttpulated; but,
to the performances to which they were bound by treaty, the
Campanians added deeds of a heinous nature: for the prafects
of the allies,* and other Roman citizens, part engaged in
some military employment, others busied in. their private
concerns, the plebeians suddenly seized, and ordered them to
be shut up in the baths, as if with intent to keep them there
in custody; instead of which, suffocated with heat and vapour,
they died in a shocking manner. These proceedings, and
likewise the sending of an embassy to the Carthaginian, had
been most strenuously opposed by Decius Magius; a man
"who wanted no qualifications that could entitle him to the
chief direction of affairs, which, had not his countrymen
wanted sound judgment, would certainly have been placed
in his hands. When he heard that a body of troops was sent
by Hannibal to garrison the city, he, at first, openly and
loudly protested against giving them admittance, urging as a
caution, the haughty tyranny of Pyrrhus, and the wretched

* Roman officers appointed to comiand the troops furnished by the allies,
with the same rank and authority which the tribunes held in the Roman
legions.
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slavery of the Tarentines; and afterwards, when they had
been admitted, laboured to persuade the people either to ex-
pel them; or, if they wished to atone, by a brave and memora-
ble act, for the baseness of their behaviour, in revolting from
their oldest confederates and near relations, to put to death
the Carthaginian garrison, and re-unite themselves to the
Romans. These his proceedings being reported to Hannibal,
(for all passed in public,) he first sent to summon Magius to
attend him in his camp; then, on his positively refusing to
come, and insisting that Hannibal had no authority over a
citizen of Campania, the Carthaginian, provoked to a high
degree of passion, ordered his person to be seized and dragged
to him into the camp in chains; but afterwards, apprehending
lest, in case of force being used, some tumult, and then.
people’s minds being irritated, some imprudent scuffle might
ensue, he sent forward a message to Marius Blosius, prztor
of Capua, that he would come himself to that city on the next
day; and accordingly, he set out, with a small body of troops.
Marius, calling the people together, published orders that
they should all, in a body, with their wives and children, go
out to meet Hannibal: these orders were universally obeyed,
not only without reluctance, but with cheerful readiness;
being agreeable to the inclinations of the populace, who were
impatient to behold a general who was now renowned for sc
many victories. Decius Magius ncither went out to meet
him, nor did he confine himself within doors, lest he should
betray some apprehension from consciousness of misbeha-
viour; but, while the whole city was in hurry and confusion,
through an eagerness to see and to compliment the Carthagi-
nian, he walked carelessly in the Forum with his son,and a few
of his attendants. Hannibal, immediately on entering the city,
demanded an audience of the senate; but the principal Cam-
panians then besought him not, at thut time, to attend to any
serious business, but, with chearfulness and freedom, to cele-
brate a day which his arrival had consecrated to festivity.
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Although furiously passionate, yet, unwilling to refuse them
any thing on the commencement of their connexion, he spent
a great part of that day in taking a view of the city. He was
lodged at the house of the two Minii Celeres, Stenius and
Pacuvius, men highly distinguished by the nobility of their
birth, and the greatness of their wealth. Hither Pacuvius
Calavius, whom we mentioned before, the leader of that
faction, whose violence had effected the present union,
brought his son, a young man, after having, with difficulty,
drawn him away from the side of Decius Magius; for the
youth had joined him, with the warmest zeal, in supporting
the Roman alliance, and opposing the treaty with the Cartha-
ginians; nor had the public determination, on the other side,
or his respect for his father, been able to produce a change
in his sentiments. Calavius, by entreaties rather than excuses,
procured a pardon for him, from Hannibal, who, overcome
by the father’s prayers and tears, even desired that he should
be invited, together with his father, to supper, though he had
intended to admit no Campanian to the entertainment, except
his hosts, and Jubellius Taurea, a man celebrated for his abili~
ties in war. The entertainment began early in the day, and the
feast, as might be expected in a city remarkable for luxury,
and in a house particularly so, was not conformable to the
Carthaginian customs, or to military discipline, but furnished
with every incentive to convivial enjoyment. Calavius’s son,
Perolla, alone maintained a degree of reserve, which neither
the attentions of the masters of the house, nor those some-
times added by Hannibal himself could overcome. For this
he apologized by imputing it to indisposition, and his father
alleged also the disturbed state of his mind, which could not
then be wondered at. About sun-set, the elder Calavius, going
out of the room, was followed by his son, who, when they
came into a private place (a garden at the rear of the house),
said to him; * Father, I have a plan to mention to you, by
which we may not only procure from the Romans pardon of
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our misconduct, in going over to Hannibal, but also acquire
to the people of Campania a much larger share of their
esteem and favour than we have ever yet enjoyed.” The fa-
ther, with surprise, inquiring what sort*of a plan this was, he
threw back his gown from his shoulder, and showed him a
sword girt to his side; then said, “ I will presently, with
Hasnibal’s blood, ratify our alliance with Rome. Of this I
thought it proper to apprize you, because you may, perhaps,
wish to be absent, when the deed is performed.”

IX. On this sight, and hearing these words, the old man,
distracted with apprehension, as if he were then present at
the perpetrating of the act which had been mentioned, ex-
claimed; ¢ By all the ties, my son, which unite children to
their parents, I entreat, I beseech you, do not, before the
eyes of your father, commit a deed of such transcendant
horror, and draw on yourself extremity of ruin. But few
hours have elapsed, since, swearing by all the gods existing,
and joining our right hands to his, we bound ourselves to
be faithful to him; was it that immediately, on quitting the
conference, we should arm against him those very hands,
which we had given as sacred pledges of our faith? You are
justrisen from a hospitable table, to which, of only three Cam-
panians favoured with an invitation by Hannibal, you were
one; was it that you should stain that very table with the
blood of your host? My entreaties, as a father, have pre-
vailed over Hannibal's resentment in favour of my son; shall
they have less power with my son in favour of Hannibal?
But suppose there were no sacred obligations in the case, no
faith, no religion, no filial dutiv. let the most abominable
deeds be perpetrated, if they do mnot, along with the guilt,
bring ruin on ourselves. Do vou mean to assault Hannibal
with your single arm? What will that numerous crowd,
both of freemen and slaves, be doing? What the eyes of all,
intent on him alone? What so many right hands? Will
they all be benumbed, during such a mad attempt? How
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will you be able to support the looks of Hannibal himself,
which armed hosts are unable to withstand; which the Ro-
man people behold with horror? Besides, will you be hardy
enough to strike me,*when, should other assistance be want-
ing, I shall oppose my person to the danger in defence of
Hannibal’s? Now, be assured, that, if you strike and pierce
his body, it must be through my breast. Suffer yourself,
then, to be dissuaded here, rather than overpowered there.
Let my prayers have as mueh weight with you, as they had
to-day with him in vour behalf.” Observing the youth now
softened into tears, he threw his arms round him, and, em-
bracing him, with kisses, persevered in his entreaties, unti
he prevailed on him to lay aside the sword, and give him his
honour that he would make no such attempt. The son then
said, ¢ I, for my part, will pay to my father the debt of duty
which 1 owe to my country. But I am grieved at the cir-
cumstances in which you stand, who have to answer for the
crime of having thrice betrayed your country; once, when
you advised the revolt from the Romans; a second time,
when you promoted an alliance with Hannibal; and a third
time, this day, when you obstruct and prevent the re-
union of Capua with Rome. Do thou, my country, receive
this weapon, which 1 wished to use with effect, in defence
of this thy capital; and which I resign, not through any ten-
derness to the enemy, but because my father extorts it from
me.” So saying, he threw the sword over the gardenswall
into the street, and, to avoid suspicion, returned to the
company.

X. Next day, Hannibal had audience in a full meeting of
the senate, where the first part of his discourse contained
nothing but expressions of affection and kindness; thauking
the Campanians for having preferred his friendship to their
former alliance; and, among other magnificent promises,
assuring them, that Capua should, in a short time, be the
metropolis of Italy; and that’ the Romans, as well as the
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other nations, should receive laws from it. He then took no-
tice, that ** there was one person who had no title to a share
in the friendship of the Carthaginians, and in the terms of
the treaty now concluded; who ought not to be considered,
or even named, as a Campanian: this was Decius Magius.
Him he demanded to be delivered into his custody, and re-*
quired that the senate should, in his presence, take Magius’s
conduct into consideration, and determine concerning him,”
This proposition was unanimously assented to, notwithstand-
ing that a great part of the senate thought that he had not de-
served such severe treatment; and, likewise, that this first step
was no small encroachment on their independence. He then,
leaving the senate-house, placed himself on the judgment-
seat of the chief magistrate, and gave orders that Decius
Magius should be seized, brought to his feet, and there, un-
supported, stand hjs trial. The other, retaining his undaunt-
€d spirit, insisted that, according to the terms of the treaty,
he was not liable to such compulsion;‘ on which he was loaded
with chains, and ordered to be led by a lictor into the camp.
As long as he was conducted with his head uncovered, he
continually harangued the multitude, which every where ga-
thered round him, calling out to them—* You have now,
Campanians, the independence that you aimed at. In the
middle of your. Forum, in the light of day, before your eyes,
I, who am inferior to no one of the Campanians, am chain-
ed and dragged to execution. What more violent outrage
could have happened, were Capua taken by storm? Go out,
then, to meet Hannibal, decorate the city, consecrate the
day of his arrival, that you may behold such a triumph as
this, over one of your own countrvmen.” While he was ex-
¢claiming in this manner, the populacc appearing to be moved
by his remonstrances, his head was covered, and an order
given, that he should be dragged more speedily out of the
gate. Being brought in this manner to the camp, he was in-
stantly put on board a ship, and sent away for Carthage: for
voL. 111,—O
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Hannibal was apprehensive lest, in consequence of the harsh
treatment shown him, some commotion might arise in the
city, that even the senate might repent of having given up
one of their principal members, and that, should an embassy
be sent to reclaim him, he must either, by refusing their first
Yequest, give offence to his new allies, or, if he complied,
must expect to find him a constant fomentex of sedition and
disturbance in Capua. A storm drove the ship to Cyrene,
which was at that time under the dominion of the Egyptian
kings. Here Magius, having fled to the statue of King Pto-
lemy as a sanctuary, was carried under a guard to Alexan-
dria, to Ptolemy; and having represented to him, that hc had
been put in chains by Hannibal, contrary to the terms of the
treaty, he was set at liberty, and received permission to re-
turn either to Rome or Capua, whichever he pleased. Ma-
gius answered, that ¢ at Capua he could not expect safety;
that his residence at Rome, at that time, when war subsisted
between the Romans and Campanians, would give him the
appearance of a deserter, rather than of a guest; and that
there was no place where he so much wished to live, as in
the territory of the king, in whom he had found a protector,
and deliverer from bondage.

XI. During these transactions, Quintus Fabius Pictor,
who had been sent ambassador to Delphi, returned to Rome,
and read, frem a written copyv, the answer which he had re-
ceived. This contuined instructions to what deities, and in
what manner, supplications should be made; and then pro-
ceeded thus: ** Romans, if you follow these directions, your
affairs will improve and prosper; the business of your state
will advance more agreeably to your wishes, and the Roman
people will be finally victorious in the war: when your com-
monwealth shall be settled in safety and prosperity, then, out
of the acquisitions made by your arms, send an offcring to
the Pythian Apollo, and dedicate to his honour a part of the
booty, of the captives, and of the spoils. Banish licentious.
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ness from among you.”” After repeating these words, trans-
lated from the Greek verses, he added, that * when he retired
from the oracle, he immediately performed worship to all
these divinitieg, with offerings of wine and incense; and was
ordered by the chief priest of the temple, that as he had ap-
proached the oracle, and had performed worship with a crown
of laurel on his head, so he should go on board his ship,
wearing the same crown, and not lay it aside until he should
arrive at Rome. That he had, with the utmost diligence and
reverence, executed all the commands given him, and had
deposited the crown on the altar of Apollo at Rome.” The
senate then decreed that those supplications, and other acts
of worship, should be performed as soon as possible.

XII. While these things were passing in Rome and Italy,
Mago, son of Hamilcar, had arrived at Carthage with the
news of the victory at Cannz. He had not been despatched
by his brother immediately after the battle, but delayed for
several days, in receiving the submissions of the cities of
Bruttium which revolted. Being Introduced to an audience
of the senate, he gave a full account of his brother’s exploits
in Italy; that “ he had fought pitched battles with six consu-
lar armies, and six several commanders; of whom four were
consuls, one dictator, and the other master of the horse; had
slain above two hundred thousand of the enemy, and had
taken above fifty thousand. Of the four consuls, he had slain
two; one had escaped wounded; and the other, with scarce
fifty of his men, after having lost the rest of his army. The
master of the horse, an officer of equal power with a consul,
had been defeated and driven off the field; and the dictator,
because he always cautiously avoided an engagement, was
esteemed as a commander of singular abilities. The Brut-
tians and Apulians, with part of the Samnites and Lucanians,
had come over to the Carthaginians. Capua, which was the
metropolis not only of Campania, but since the ruin of the
Roman power in the battle of Cannw, of Italy, had been
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surrendered to him. For these so great and so numerous
successes, it was proper that the public should be grateful,
and should offer thanksgivings to the immortal gods.” He
then, in confirmation of this joyful intelligence, ordered the
gold rings taken from the Romans to be poured down in the
porch of the senate-house; and of these there was so greata
heap, that, according to some writers, on being measured,
they filled three pecks and a half; but the more general ac-
count, and likewise the more probable is, that they amounted
to no more than one peck. He also explained to them, in order
to show the greater extent of the slaughter, that none but
those of equestrian rank,and of these only the principal, wore
this ornament. The nrain purport of his discourse was, that
“the nearer their prospect was of finishing the war, the more
vigorous support, of every kind, ought to be afforded to
Hannibal; for that it was carried on at a great distance from
home, in the heart of the enemy’s country. The consumption
of money and corn was great; and so many engagements,
while they ruined the Roman armies, had diminished, in some
degree, those of the conqueror. It was therefore necessary to
send a reinforcement, and likewise to send money for the pay,
and corn for the maintenance of the troops, who had merited
so highly of the Carthaginian nation.”

XIII. At the conclusion of Mago’s discourse, while all
were filled with jov, Himilco, one of the Barcine faction,
thinking this a favourable opportunity for sarcastic reflections
on Hanno, said to him, * Hanno, what is your opinion now?
Are you still sorry for our entering into the war against the
Romans? Advise now the delivering up Hannibal, oppose the
offering thanks to the immortal gods, on occasion of these
happy events. Let us hear a Roman senator in the senate-
house of the Carthaginians.” To this Hanno replied; * Con-
script Fathers, I should have remained silent this day, lest,
in a time of general joy, I might utter some expression
tending to damp it. But now, called upon, as I am, by 2
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member of this body, to declare whether I am still sorry for
our having entered into the war against the Romans, if I re-
fuse to answer, I may incur the imputation either of super-
ciliousness or servility; the former indicating a want of due
regard to the independent rights of others, the latter to a
man’s own. Let me, therefore, answer Himilco, that I have
not ceased to lament the war; nor will I cease to censure that
invincible commander of yours, until I shall see the war con-
cluded on some tolerable terms; nor will any thing, except a
new treaty of peace, put an end to my regret for the loss of
the old. Those matters, then, which Mago just now so pomp-
ously blazoned out, afford present joy to Himilco, and the
other partisans of Hannibal. To me, too, they may eventually
prove matter of joy; because successes in war, if we are
willing to make the proper use of fortune’s favours, will gain
us a peace on the more honourable terms. For should we
neglect to improve the present season, when we can possibly
dictate, instead of receiving propositions for the same, even
now our exultation may lead us into delusive expectations,
and prove, in the end, destitute of solid advantage. For, let
us see on what footing it stands at this moment. I have cut
off the armies of the enemy: send me soldiers. What else
would you ask, if vou had been defeated? I have taken two
camps, full, doubtless, of bootv and provisions: give me
money and corn. What other demand could you make, if your
stores had been plundered, if you were beaten out of your
camp? But that I may not be the only person to perceive the
unaccountableness of those proce‘edings, I wish that either
Himilco or Mago would inform me (for since I have an-
swered Himilco, it is but reasonable and fair that I likewise,
in turn, should ask a question), as the fight at Cannz has
completed the ruin of the Roman empire, and all ltaly is
evidently coming over to our side; in the first place, has any
state of the Latine nation revolted to us? And next, has any
one man, out of the thirty-five tribes, deserted?” To both
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these questions, Mago answering in the negative; “ We have
still, then,” said he, *“ more than enough of enemies remain-
ing. But, be their number what it may, I should be glad to
know what degree of spirit or of hope they possess?” The
other declaring that he knew not that: “ Nothing,” said he,
“1is easier to be known. Have the Romans sent any am-
bassadors to Hannibal to treat of peace? Have you even re-
ceived any intelligence of any mention of it being made at
Rome?” Both being denied, he proceeded:  Since that is the
case, we have not brought the war any nearer to a conclusion
than it was on the day when Hannibal first entered Italy.
Most of us are old enough to remember how often victory
changed sides in the former Punic war. Atno time did owr
affairs wear a more prosperous aspect, both by land and sea,
than just before the consulship of Caius Lutatius and Aulus
Postumius. In the consulship of Lutatius and Postumius, we
suffered a total overthrow at the Agatian islands. Now, if,
in the course of fortune, our affairs should undergo any such
alteration, (may the gods avert the omen!) do you hope, that,
after we shall be vanquished, we may obtain peace; whereas
now, when ‘we are victorious, there is no one disposed to
offer it? For my part, were it proposed, either to offer terms
of peace to the enemy, or to receive overtures from them, I
know what vote I should give. But if the question before you
be concerning the supplies demanded by Mago, I do not see
any necessity of sending them to troops already victorious:
much less can I vote for their being sent to men who delude
us with false and groundless hopes.”” But few were affected
by this discourse of Hanno; for his known enmity to the Bar-
cine family detracted from the weight of his arguments: and
besides, men’s minds were so fully occupied by joy for the
present success, that they were unwilling to listen to any
thing which tended to invalidate the grounds of their triumph;
and firmly believed, that, by a little farther exertion, the war
would be speedily terminated. A decree of the senate was
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therefore passed, by a very great majority, that a reinforce-
ment should be sent to Hannibal of four thousand Numidi-
ans, and forty elephants, with many talents of silver. At the
same time the dictator was sent with Mago into Spain, to
hire twentv thousand foot and four thousand horse, which
were to complete the numbers of the armies both in Spain
and Italy. However, this business, as is often the case in%
a time of prosperity, was not executed either with spirit or
despatch,

- #IV. The Romans, prompted by their natural activity of ¢
spirit, and also by the present situation of their affairs,
omitted no kind of exertion. The consul applied, with dili-
gence, to every business which lay within his department;
and the dictator, Marcus Junius Pera, after finishing all
matters respecting religion, demanded, as usual, the leave of
the people to mount his horse; and then, in addition to the
two city legions, levied by the consuls in the beginning of
the year, and a body of slaves whom he had enlisted, and
the cohorts collected out of the Picenian and Gallic territo-
ries, he had recourse to an expedient used only in times of
extreme danger, when propriety gives place to utility: he
published a proclamation, that ¢ such persons as had been
guilty of capital crimes, or had been ordered into confine-
ment on account of debt, should be discharged from prose-
cution, and from their debts provided they enlisted with him
as soldiers:” these, amounting to six thousand men, he arm-
ed with the spoils of the Gauls, which had been carried in
triumph by Caius Flaminius. By these means he was enabled
to set out from the city at the head of twenty-five thousand
effcctive men. Hannibal, after gaining possession of Capua,
made a second trial of the temper of the Ncapolitans, by ap-
plications both to their hopes and fears; but, being disap-
pointed therein, he removed his army into the territory of
Nola: where, though he did not immediately commence
hostilities, because he did not despair of the people’s volun-



112 © HISTORY OF ROME. [Y.R. 536.

tary submission, yet he showed a determination, in case of
their delaying compliance with his expectations, to make
them feel every kind of evil. The senate, and especially the
leading members of it, faithfully adhered to the alliance with
Rome; while the commons were, as usual, universally in-
clined to the party of Hannibal; so great were their fears of
the devastation of their lands, and on the heavy suflerings
and indignities to be endured in a siege; nor were leaders
wanting to urge them to a revolt. The senate, dreading lest,
if they made open profession of their intentions, they should
find it impossible to withstand the violent temper of the popu-
lace, concealed them under a counterfeit appearance, and
thereby found means to defer the evil. They pretended that
they approved the design of revolting to Hannibal; but that
they could not immediately determine on the conditions, on
which it might be proper to contract this new alliance. Hav-
ing thus gained time, they hastily despatched ambassadors ta
Claudius Marcellus, the Roman prator, then at Casilinum
with his army, informing him of the precarious sitnation of
the state of Nola; that the country was already possessed by
Hannibal, as the city would shortly be, unless it received
succour: that the senate, by pretending, in compliance with
the humour of the commons, that they were ready to change
sides whenever the latter chose, had hitherto allayed their
violent haste to revolt. Marcellus, after applauding the con-
duct of the Nolans, charged them to protract the business
under the same pretexts, until he should arrive; and to con-
ceal in the mean time what had passed between him and
them, and every expectation of an assistunce from the Ro-
mans. He himself advanced from Casilinam to Calatia; and
from thence, after crossing the river Vulturnus, he proceeded
through the territories of Saticula and Trebia, and passing
above Suessula, came thraugh the mountains to Nola.

XV. On the approach of the Roman prztor, the Cartha-
ginian reti_.x;ed out of the territory of Nola, and marched
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down to the sea~coast adjacent to Neapolis, being earnestly
desirous to get possession of a sea-port town to which ships
might come over with safety from Africa. Buthaving learned
that Neapolis was held by a Roman general, Marcus Junius
Silanus, who had been invited thither by the Ncapolitans,
he gave up all hopes of Neapolis, as well as of Nola, and
directed his route to Nuceria. After carrying on the siege of
this town for a’ considerable time, and making frequent at-
tempts to reduce it by force, and also endeavouring in vain
to gain over, sometimes the commons, at others the nobility,
he at length starved it into a surrender; when he allowed the
garrison no other terms than to retire without arms, and with
single garments. Afterwards, as he had, from the beginning,
wished to appear inclined to act with clemency towards all
the Italians, except the Romans, he offered rewards and ho-
nours to such of the garrison as should stay and enlist with
him: but he did not by these prospects prevail on one man
to join him. They all departed, by different roads, to the
several cities of Campania, wherever each man’s connexions,
or casual impulse of inclination, directed him; but most of
them to Nola and Neapolis. About thirty of the principal
senators, having directed their course to Capua, and being
refused admittence there, on account of their having shut
their gates against Hannibal, retired to Cume. The plunder
of Nuceria was given to the soldiers, and the city, after
being sacked, was burned. Marcellus held possession of
Nola; for the continuance of which he relted, not more on
his own troops, than on the favourable disposition of the
principal inhabitants. But strong apprehensions were entere
tained of the commons, and above all of Lucius Bas. s:
being conscious of having fomented the design of a revolt,
and dreading the resentment of the Roman przior, he was
stimulated, first, to betray his native city, and then, should
that attempt miscarry, to go over to the enemy. He was a
voung man of an active spirit, and distinguished among the
VOL. I11.~P
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cavalry of the allies almost beyond every other: he had been
found at Cann, half dead, among a heap of lifeless bodies,
and Hannibal had, with much kindness, taken care of him,
until he recovered, and even sent him home, loaded with
presents. Out of gratitude for these favours, he now wished
to bring the state of Nola under the power and dominion of
the Carthaginians. It did not escape the observation of the
pretor, that he was perplexed in mind, and anxiously em-
ploved in devising the means of effecting a revolution.
However, as it was necessary to check him by punishment,
or to conciliate his good will by kind treatment, he judged it
more prudent to attach to himself a brave and vigorous as-
sociate, than merely to deprive the enemy of him: sending,
therefore, for him, he observed, in a kind manner, that, he
“ must certainly be envied by many of his countrymen, as
was easily known from this circumstance, that no citizen of
Nola ever informed him of his many extraordinary exploits
in war; but when anv man served in a Roman camp, his
merit could not continue in obscurity. That many of those,
who had acted with him, however, had reported well of his
conduct; how often, and to what great dangers, he had ex-
posed himself, in defence of the welfare and dignity of the
Roman people; particularly that, in the battle of Cannz, he
had not ceased fighting, until, being almost entirely exhausted,
he was buried under a heap of men, horses, and arms. Pro-
ceed, therefore,” said he, * in your meritorious course; from
me you shall meet with every distinction, every reward; in
fine, and that you may give me your company the oftener,
you shall find that such conduct, as it will redound to your
honour, so shall it to your emolument too.” While the young
man was overjoved at such promises, he presented him with
a horse of uncommon beauty, ordered the quastor to give
him five hundred silver denarii*, and commanded his lictors
-to admit him to his presence, whenever he chose to come. By

* 16/, 25, 114,
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this courteous behaviour of Marcellus, the violent temper of
the youth was soothed to such a degree, that, from that time
forward, no one among the allies exerted more bravery and
zeal in support of the Roman cause.

XVI. As Hannibal was now at the gates, (for he had led
his forces back from Nuceria to Nola,) and as the commons
of the latter began anew to meditate a revolt, Marcellus re-
tired within the walls; not that he was under any appre-
hension for the safety of his camp, but that he might not allow
an opportunity of betraying the city, for which too many im-
patiently wished. From this time, it was the practice to draw
up the forces on both sides in order of battle; the Romans,
under the walls of Nola, the Carthaginians, before their own
camp; in consequence of which, many skirmishes happened
between the camp and the city, with various success; the
generals being unwilling either to restrain the small parties,
who, inconsiderately challenged the foe, or to give the signal
for a general engagement. While the two armies continued to
post themsel ¥ this manner, the men of the first rank in
Nola gave information daily to Marcellus, that * conferences
were held by night between the commons and the Cartha-
ginians; wherein it had been determined, that, when the
Roman army went out of the gates on its march, the populace
should make plunder of their baggage and packages; then
shut the gates, and possess themselves of the walls; with in-
tent, that, having thus taken into their own hands the dispo-
sal of their own affairs, and of the city, they should give ad-
mittance to the Carthaginians instead of the Romans.” On
receiving this intelligence, Marcellus, highly commending the
Nolan senators, resolved to try the fortune of a battle before
any commotion should arise within. He then formed his
forces in three divisions, at the three gates which faced the
enemy, ordering the baggage to follow in the rear, and the
invalids, servants, and sutler’s boys to carry palisades. At
the gate in the centre, he placed the chief strength of the



116 HISTORY OF ROME. [Y.R. 536.

legions and the Roman cavalry; at the other two gates, on
the right and left, the new-raised soldiers, light infantry, and
the cavalry of the allies. The Nolans were forbidden to come
near the walls or gates; and the troops, intended as a reserve,
were appointed to guard the baggage, lest any attack might
be made on it, while the legions should be engaged. Mar-
shalled in this manner, they stood within the gates. Hanni-
bal, after standing as he had done for several days past, with
his troops under arms and in order of battle, until the day
was far advanced, began to wonder, that neither the Roman
army came out of the gates, nor one of their soldiers was to-
be seen on the walls. Concluding that the conferences had
been discovered, and that fear had rendered the Romans un~
willing to stir, he sent back part of his soldiers to the camp,
with orders to bring up to the front with haste, every thing
requisite for assaulting the city; for he was persuaded, that if
he pressed them vigorously, while they declined action, the
populace would rise in his favour. While his men in the van
ran up and down, each intent upon the %*ess assigned
him, and the line drew nigh to the walls, Marcellus, on a
sudden, throwing open the gate, ordered the charge to be
sounded, the shout to be raised, and the infantry first, then
the cavalry, to rush forth with all possible fury. These had
now spread abundance of terror and confusion through the
centre of the enemy’s line, when from the two gates, on the
right and left, the lieutenant-general Publius Valerius Flaccus,
and Caius Aurelius, burst out against the wings. The ser-
vants, sutler’s boys, and the whole of those who were left to
guard the baggage, joined to increase the shout; so that to the
Carthaginians, who had been led to despise them, chiefly by
an opinion of the smallness of their numbers, they suddenly
exhibited an appearance of a very considerable army. I can
scarcely indeed take upon me to assert, as some writers have
done, that two thousand three hundred of the enemy were
slain, and that the loss of the Romans was no more than five
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hundred: but, whether the advantage was so great or not, the
success of that day was highly important; I know not, whether
it was not the most so0 of any obtained during that war: for,
to avoid being conquered by Hannibal was, to the troops who
were victorious on that day, a matter of greater difficulty than
%o conquer him afterwards.

XVII. Hannibal, thus precluded from all hope of getting
possession of Nola, marched away to Acerra; and then Mar-
cellus, immediately shutting the gates, and posting guards to
prevent any person from going out of the city, held a judicial
inquiry in the Forum concerning those who had entered into
a private correspondence with the enemy. Above seventy
were convicted of treasonable practices. These he beheaded,
and adjudged their effects to be confiscated to the use of the
Roman people; and then, having lodged the government in
the hands of the senate, he marched thence with all his forces,
and taking post above Suessula, pitched his camp there. The
Carthaginian first endeavoured to entice the people of Acerre
to a voluntary surrender, and afterwards, on finding them
obstinate, prepared to invest and assault the town. However,
the Acerrans possessed more courage than strength. When,
therefore, they perceived the enemy drawing lines of circum-
vallation round their walls, despairing of being able to defend
the city, they seized the opportunity, before the works were
drawn completely round, and stealing away in the dead of
night, through the space unoccupied by the lines, which was
negligently guarded, effected their escape, some through the
roads, others through pathless ways, as each was led by de-
sign or mistake, into those cities of Campania, which they
knew had not deserted the alliance with Rome. Hannibal,
having sacked and burned Acerrz, and hearing that the
Roman dictator, with his legions, were seen from Casilinum
at some distance, began to apprehend, lest, in consequence of
the enemy being encamped in the neighbourhood, some dis-
turbance might arise even at Capua, and therefore led his
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forces to Casilinum. That town was held at this time by
five hundred Pranestines, with a small number of Romans
and Latines, whom_the news of the disaster at Cannz had
brought thither. The former, because the levies at Preneste
were not completed at the appointed day, had set out from
home too late; and, having arrived at Casilinum before the
account of the defeat, and being there joined by several
others, both Romans and allies, were marching forwards in
a very considerable body, when the news of the fight at
Cannz induced them to turn back. Here being feared by, and
fearing the Campanians, they spent several days in guarding
against plots, and forming them in turn; when, receiving
certain information of the revolt intended at Capua, and of
Hannibal’s being received into the town, they put to death
the obnoxious inhabitants by night, and seized on that part
of the <ity which stands on this side of the Vulturnus, for
it is divided by that river. And this was all the garrison the
Romans had at Casilinum. To these was added a cohort of
Perusians, consisting of four hundred and sixty men, driven
hither by the same bad news which had brought the Prznes-
tincs a few days before. The number of soldiers was now
nearly sufficient for the defence of a place of such small ex-
tent, and which had one side inclosed by theriver. A scarcity
of corn made them even think the number of men too great.

XVIII. When Hannibal came within a small distance of
the place, he sent forward a body of Gatulians, under an
officer namecd! Isalca, with orders, that if an opportunity could
be found of conferring with the garrison, he should first en-
deavour to allure them, by expressions of kindness, to open
the gates and receive his troops; but, if they persisted in ob-
stinate opposition, that he should then put his forces in action,
and try if he could on any side break into the city. When
they came near the walls, all being silent, it was believed that
the town was evacuated, and the barbarian, supposing that
the garrison had retired through fear, was preparing to break
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down the gates; but these flying suddenly open, two cohorts,
drawn up within for the purpose, rushed out with great im-
petuosity, and made a considerable slaughter. The first body
of assailants being thus repulsed, Maharbal was sent up with
a more powerful force; but neither could he withstand the
sally of the cohorts. At last, Hannibal, pitching his camp
close under the walls, prepared to assault this small town and
garrison with the whole of his troops; completely encompas-
sing it, and while urging on the attack with briskness in
every part at once, he lost a great number of his soldiers,
particularly of those who were most forward in action, by
weapons thrown from the walls and towers. At one time,
the besieged having had the courage to sally out, Hannibal,
by placing a line of elephants in their way, was very near
cutting off their retreat. He drove them, however, in con-
fusion into the town, after they had lost a great many men in
proportion to the smallness of their number; and more would
have fallen, had not night put an end to the engagement. On
the following day, the besiegers were %nimated with extra-
ordinary ardour to carry on the assault, especially as amural
crown of gold was proposed as a prize, and as the general him-
self upbraided the conquerors of Saguntum with their tardy
advances in the siege of a trifling fortress, situate on a level
ground; reminding each in particular, as well as the whole
army in general, of Trebia, Trasimenus, and Cannz. They
then began to work their machines, and to sink mines; nor
were those allies of the Romans deficient either in vigour or
skill, to counteract the attempts of the enemy. Against the
machines they erected bulwarks, by countermines intercepted
the mines, bafling all the efforts of the Carthaginian both
open and concealed, until even shame compelled him to
abandon the enterprise: but, lest he should appear to have
entirely given up the design, he fortified a camp, where he
‘posted a small body of troops, and then, withdrew into winter-
quarters at Capua. Here, during the greater part of the win-
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ter, he kept his forces lodged in houses, men who had fre-
quently and long endured with firmness every hardship to
which human nature is liable; and had never been accustomed
to, nor ever had experienced the comforts of prosperity. These
men, therefore, whom no power of adversity had been able
to subdue, were ruined by an excess of good fortune and by
immoderate pleasures. These produced effects the more per-
nicious; because, being hitherto unaccustomed, as I have said,
to such indulgences, they plunged into them with the greater
avidity. Sleep, and wine, and feasting, and harlots, and baths,
and idleness, with which, through habit, they became daily
more and more delighted, enervated both their minds and
bodies to such a degree, that they owed their preservation,
rather to the name thev had acquired by their past victories,
than to their present strength. In the opinion of persons
skilled in the art of war, the general was guilty of a greater
fault in this instance, than in not leading forward his army
directly to the city of Rome, after the battle of Cannz: for
that dilatory conduc®might be supposed only to have deferred
the conquest for a time, whereas this latter error left him
destitute of the strength to effect it. Accordingly he marched
out of Capua as if with a different army, for it retained not,
in any particular, the least remains of the former discipline.
Most of the men returned to the field encumbered with
harlots; and, as soon as they began to live in tents, and were
obliged to undergo the fatigue of marches, and other military
labours; like raw recruits, their strength both of body and
mind failed them: and from that time, during the whole
course of the summer campaign, great numbers used to steal
away from their standards, without leave, and the only lurk-
ing place of all these deserters was Capua.

XIX. However, when the rigour of the season began to
abate, he drew his troops out of their winter-quarters, and
returned to Casilinum; where, notwithstanding there had
been a cessation from attacks, yet the continued blockade had
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reduced the townsmen and garrison to the extremity of want.
The Roman camp was commanded by Titus Sempronius, the
dictator having gone to Rome to take the auspices anew.
Marcellus, who, on his part, earnestly wished to bring relief
to the besieged, was prevented by the overflowing of the river
Vulturnus, and by the earnest entreaties of the people of Nola
and Acerre, who dreaded the Campanians, in case of the
departure of the Roman troops. Gracchus, having received
injunctions from the dictator not to engage in any enterprize
during his absence, but to maintain his post near Casilinum,
did not venture to stir, although he received such accounts
from that town, as were sufficient to overcome every degree
of patience. Itappeared that several, unable longer to endure
hunger, had thrown themselves down precipices, and that
others stood unarmed on the walls, exposing their naked
bodies to the blows of the missive weapons. Gracchus felt
great concern for their distresses; but he neither dared to en-
gage in fight, contrary to the dictator’s order, (and fight he
plainly must, if he attempted openly to throw in provisions,)
nor had he any hope of getting them conveyed in clandes-
tinely by his men. He therefore collected corn from all parts
of the country round; and having filled therewith a great
number of casks, sent a messenger to Casilinum to the ma-
gistrate, desiring that the people should catch the casks which
the river would bring down. The following night was passed
in attentively watching for the completion of the hopes raised
by the Roman messenger, when the casks, being sent along
the middle of the stream, floated down to the town, and the
corn was divided equally among them all. The same stratagem
was practised with success on the following night, and on the
third, The casks were put into the river, and conveyed to
the place of their destination in the course of the same night,
by which means they escaped the notice of the enemy’s
guards: but the river being afterwards rendered more rapid
by continued rains, a whirling eddy drove them across to the
VoL, 11T.—Q
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side where the enemy’s guards were posted, and there they
were discovered sticking among osiers which grew on the
banks. This being reported to Hannibal, care was taken for
the future to guard the Vulturnus with greater vigilance, so
that no supply, sent down by it to the city, should pass with-
out discovery. Notwithstanding which, quantities of nuts
being poured into the river at the Roman camp, and floating
down in the middle of the stream to Casilinum, were stopped
there with hurdles. The scarcity, however, at last became so
excessive, that tearing off the straps and the leathern covers
of their shields, and softening them in boiling water, they
endeavoured to chew them, nor did they abstain from mice
or any other kind of animal. They even dug up every sort of
herb and root that grew at the foot of the ramparts of the
town, and when the enemy had ploughed up all the ground
round the wall, that produced any herbs, they sowed it with
turnip seed, which made Hannibal exclaim, “ Am I to sit
here before Casilinum until these grow?” Although he had
hitherto refused to listen to any terms of capitulation, yethe
now allowed overtures to be made to him, respecting the re-
deeming of the men of free condition. An agreement was
made, that for each of these a ransom should be paid of seven
ounces of gold; and then, having received the ratification of
the same, the garrison surrendered. They were detained in
custody until all the gold was paid, and afterwards honoura-
bly escorted to Cumz. This is a more probable account than
that which relates that they were slain by a body of cavalry,
ordered to attack them on their departure. The greatest part
of them were Pranestines; out of five hundred and seventy
of these, (the number who were in the garrison,) almost one
half perished by the sword or by famine, the rest returned in
safety to Preneste with their commander Manicius, who had
formerly been a notary there. The truth of this relation is
attested by a statue of him erected in the Forum at Praneste,
clad in a coat of mail, and dressed in a gown, with the head
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covered; and by three images, with an inscription engraved
on a plate of brass, importing that ¢ Manicius vowed these
in behalf of the soldiers, who were in the garrison at Casili-
num.” The same inscription was placed under the three
images in the temple of Fortune.

XX. The town of Casilinum was restored to the Campani-
ans, and strengthened by a reinforcement of seven hundred
men from Hannibal’s army, lest, on the departure of the
Carthaginian, the Romans should atrackit. To the Prenestine
soldiers, the Roman senate decreed two years’ pay, and im-
munity from military service for five years. Being offereddhe
rights of Roman citizens, in consideration of their bravery,
they chose to remain in their own community. With regard
to the fate of the Perusians, our information is not so clear;
for we receive no light either from any monument of their
own, or any decree of the Romans. About the same time, the
Petellians, who alone of all the Bruttians had persevered in
maintaining friendship with Rome, were attacked not only by
the Carthaginians, who were in possession of the adjacent
country, but also by the other Bruttians, who resented their
following separate counsels. Unable to withstand such a
multitude of foes, the Petellians sent ambassadors to Rome
to solicit succour. The utmost compassion was excited in the
breasts both of the senate and people by these men’s prayers
and tears; for on being told that they must depend on them-
selves for safety, they burst out into piteous lamentations in
the porch of the senate-house. The affair being proposed a
second time to the consideration of the senators, by Manius
Pomponius the preetor, after examining into the resources of
the commonwealth in every quarter, they were obliged to
acknowledge that they were not now in a capacity of assisting
their distant allies; they therefore desired the ambassadors to
return home, and after doing their utmost to fulfil the duty
of faithful confederates, to provide for their own safety in the
best manner the present circumstances would permit, When
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the result of this embassy was reported to the Petellians,
their senate was suddenly seized with such grief and terror,
that many of them advised to abandon the city, and seek
" refuge wherever each could find it; others, that since they
were forsaken by their old connexions, they should unite
with the rest of the Bruttians, and through their mediation
surrender themselves to Hannibal. However, the majority
were of opinion that no step should be taken rashly, or in a
hurry; but that the matter should be considered anew. Ac-
cordingly it was taken under deliberation on the following
day, when their fears had in some measure subsided, the
more considerable persons prevailing on them to bring in all
their effects from the country, and to fortify the walls and
the city.

XXI.- About this time letters were brought to Rome from
Sicily and Sardinia. Those written from Sicily by Titus
Otacilius, pro-preetor, were first read in the senate; the con-
tents were, that ¢ Publius Furius, the prator, had come from
Africa to Lilvbzum with his fleet, and that he himself was
grievously wounded, so that his life was in imminent danger,
that ncither pay nor corn was furnished to the soldiers and
marines at the regular times, nor were there any funds from
which they could be obtained; that he earnestly recommendzd
that supplies of these articles might be sent as soon as possi-
ble, and also, that, if it seemed proper, one of the new prators
might be appointed to succeed him in his employment.” The
letters of Aulus Cornelius Mammula, pro-prator, from Sar-
dinia, were nearly of the same purport respecting hay and
corn. To both the same answer was given, that there were
no means of forwarding supplies, and that they themselves
must take measures for providing for their fleets and armies.
Titus Otacilius, however, sending ambassadors to Hiero, the
only resource of the Roman people in that quarter, received
from him as much money as was necessary for the pay of
the troops, and corn sufficient for six months. In Sardinia,
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the allied states gave a liberal contribution to Cornelius. At
Rome there was such a scarcity of money, that it was judged
requisite, on a proposal made to that purpose, by Marcus
Minucius, plebeian tribune, to constitute three public bank-
ers; these were Lucius Amilius Papus, who had been consul
and censor, Marcus Atilius Regulus, who had been twice
consul, and Lucius Scribonius Libo, who was then plebeiau
tribune. Two Atilii, Marcus and Caius, being appointed
commissioners for the purpose, dedicated the temple of Con-
cord, which Lucius Manlius had vowed in his prztorship.
Three pontiffs were also elected, Quintus Cecelius Metellus,
Quintus Fabius Maximus, and Quintus Fulvius Fiaccus, in
the room of Publius Scantinius, deceased, and of Lucius
Amilius Paullus, the consul, and Quintus Alius Petus, who
had fallen in the battle of Canne.

XXII. When the senate had repaired, as far as could be
effected by human wisdom, the losses sustained by other
parts of the state, through the uninterrupted course of disas-
ters in which fortune had involved them, they at length
turned their thoughts on themselves, on the solitude that ap-
peared in the senate house, and the small number of those
who assembled in the great council of the nation: for the
council had not been filled up since the censorship of Lucius
Amilius, and Caius Flaminius, although, during these five
years, the unfortunate battles, besides the casualties to which
every man is subject, had swept off such a number of its
members. As the dictator was now gone, after the loss of
Casilinum, to join the army, this business was, at the earnest
request of all, proposed to the consideration of the senate by
Manius Pomponius, a pretor. On which Spurius Carvils,
after having, in a long speech, lamented not onlv the few-
ness, but even the total want of citizens, who might be cho-
sen into their body, said, that * for the purpose of hiling up
the senate, and of forming a closer counexion witn the La-
tine nation, he recommended, with all the earnestness which
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a matter of that importance demanded, that, if the Roman
fathers thought proper so to order, two senators out of each
of the Latine states should be invested with the rights of ci-
tizens, and adopted in the room of the members deceased.”
This propdsition the senators heard with no less disgust than
had been excited by a demand of the same purport, formerly
made by the Latines themselves. A murmur of indignation,
indeed, spread through every part of the assembly, Titus
Manlius in particular, saying, that « there still existed one
of the same race with that consul, who formerly declared
in the Capitol, that he would with his own hand put to death
any Latine whom he should see in the senate-house.”
Quintus Fabius Maximus said, that “ never was the men-
tion of any business in that house more perfectly unseason-
able than was (when the minds of the allies were in suspense,
and their fidelity doubtful,) the touching on a subject which
might create farther disquietamong them. Thatall present were
bound to bury in universal forgetfulness those inconsiderate
words of one individual; for that if ever any matter occurred
in that house that demanded secrecy, and induced a solemn
obligation to silence, it was this proposition, which, beyond
every other, ought to be covered, concealed, and consigned
to oblivion, and to pass as if it never had been uttered.”
This prevented any farther discussion. They then came toa
resolution, that a dictator should be created, to elect mem-
bers into the senate; and that he should be a person who
had formerly been censor, and was the first in seniority liv-
ing, of those who had held that office. They likewise ordered,
that the consul Caius Terentius should be sent for, in order
to nominate the dictator. Leaving his troops in Apulia, he
came thence by long journies to Rome, and pursuant to the
decree of the senate, on the following night, according to the
custom, nominated Marcus Fabius Buteo dictator, far six
months, without a master of the horse. i

XXIII. Buteo mounted the rostrum, attended by his lic-
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tors, and declared, that “ he did not approve of two dictators
at one time, of which there had hitherto been no precedent;
neither was he content with his own appointment to the dic-
tatorship, without a master of the horse; nor of the censorial
power being entrusted to a single person, and to that person
a second time: nor yet of authority being granted to a dicta-
tor for six months, unless he were to command in war. But
those particulars, in which accident, the exigencies of the
times, and necessity, had caused such irregularities, he would
reduce into regular order. For, in the first pflace, he would
not displace any of those senators whom Caius Flaminius
and Lucius Amilius had elected, in their censorship; he
would only order the list of them to be transcribed, and read
over; for no single person ought to have authority to judge
and determine on the character and morals of a senator;
and that, in substituting others in the room of those deceased,
he would regulate his choice in such a manner, that the pre-
ference should be seen to lie between one rank and another,
not between one man and another.” When the list of the
old senate had been read, he then elected, first, in room of
the deceased members, those who, since the censorship of
Lucius Amilius and Caius Flaminius, had obtained any curule
magistracy, and had not yet been elected senators, and these
in order, according to the priority of their appointments to
office. Next, he made choice of those who had been ®diles,
plebeian tribunes, or quastors. Then, out of such as had never
held a public office, he selected those who had spoils taken
from an enemy hanging in their houses, or had received the
prize of a civic crown. Having, in this manner, and with the
entire approbation of all ranks of men, elected into the senate
one hundred and seventy-seven members, he instantly abdi-
cated his office, ordered the lictors to depart, and came down
from the rostrum a private citizen. He then mixed with the
crowd employed in their private concerns, or who were loi-
tering in the Forum, and this he did to prevent them from

"
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quitting the place to escort him. However, the warmth of
thei. zral was not cooled by that delay, and they conducted
him  .a¢ in vast numbers.

< XIV. On the following night, the consul set out on his
return to the army, without acquainting the senate, lest he
should be detained in the city on account of the elections:
who next day, on the business being proposed by the prztor
Manius Pomponius, decreed that a letter should be written
to the dictator, with directions that, if he judged it consistent
with the publit good, he should come home to hold the elec-
tion of consuls. and should bring the master of the horse, and
the preetor Marcus Marcellus, in order that government might
learn from them in person, the state of the public affairs, and
adept such measures as circumstances required. All those
came whose presence was desired, leaving lieutenant-gene-
rals to command the legions. The dictator, speaking briefly
and modestly of his own services, attributed a great share
of the honour acquired to the master of the horse, Tiberius
Sempronius Gracchus. He then published a proclamation for
an assenbly of election, in which were created consuls, Lu-
cius Postumius, the third time, being absent, employed in
the government of the province of Gaul; and Tiberius Sem-
proutus Gracchus, then master of the horse, and curule zdile.
Then followed the choosing of prators: these were Marcus
Valerius Lavinus, Appius Claudius Pulcher, Quintus Ful-
vius Flaccus, and Quintus Mucius Scevola. As soon as the
appointment of magistrates was finished, the dictator returned
to Teanum, the winter-quarters of his army, leaving the
master of the horse at Rome; in order that, as he was to
enter into office in a few days, he might take the judgment
of the senate concerning the levying and procuring troops
for the service of the year. While the public attention was
employed principally on this business, an account was
brought of 4 new disaster, fortune crowding into this vear
events of that nature in constant succession ; this was, that
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Lucius Postumius, consul elect, together with his army, had
been cut off in Gaul. On the road through which he was to
lead his army, there was a wood of vast extent, the Gauls call-
ed it Latina: the trees of this wood, adjoining the road on the
right and left,  the Gauls had cut in such a manner, that as
long as they were untouched they stood, but on being push-
ed, even with the slightest force, they fell. Postumius had
with him two Roman legions, and had enlisted such numbers
from among the allies on the coast of the upper sea, that he
led an army of twenty-five thousand men into the enemy’s
country. The Gauls posted themselves round the outer
skirts of the wood, and, when the army on its march entered
the pass, they then pushed the outermost trees of those which
they had cut; these fell against the next, and those likewise
against others unsteady before, until, overwhelming the Ro-
mans on all sides, they crushed in one universal ruin, men,
horses, and arms; so that scarcely ten of them made their
escape; the greater part were bruised to death by the trunks
of the trees, or entangled in the fragments of branches, while
the remainder, dismayed by this sudden and strange disaster,
were slain by the Gauls, who, in arms, enclosed every part
of the wood. Out of so great'a number, a very few were
taken prisoners; these pushing for a bridge which lay over
a river, were intercepted by the enemy, who had taken pos-
session of it before. Here Postumius fell, fighting with the
utmost bravery to avoid being taken. This general’s head
the Boians cut off, and, together with the spoils taken from
his bodv, carried it in triumph into a temple, which they
held in the highest reverence. Afterwards emptying the
head, as their custom is, they enchased the skull with gold,
and this they used as a consecrated vessel, out of which they
made libations on high festivals ; and as a cup to be drank
out of by the officiating priest, and the other priests of the
place. The bootysalso, which fell into the hands of the
Gauls, was as abundant, as their victorv was complete: for
vor, 111.—R
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although hardly any escaped destruction from the falling of
the wood, yet every thing else was found spread regularly
along the line of the lifeless troops; because there had been
no flight, and consequently no removal of any thing.

XXV. On the news of this calamity, such dismay posses-
sed the public during several days, that the shops were shut,
and solitude, like that of midnight, prevailed through the
whole city, until the government charged the zdiles to go
round through all the streets, to order the shops to be opened,
and this appearance of public mourning to be laid aside.
Then Tiberius Sempronius, assembling the senate, endea-
voured to console them by saying, that ¢ they who had not
sunk under the ruinous disaster at Cannz, should not let their
courage be depressed by misfortunes of less moment.” He
observed, that “ provided their operations against Hannibal,
and their Carthaginian enemies, were attended with success,
(as he hoped they would,) the prosecution of the war against
the Gauls might, without danger, be suspended; and that it
would be always in the power of the gods and of the Roman
people to take ample vengeance for their treachery. It was
their business, therefore, to consult and deliberate on the
measures to be taken against the Carthaginian, and on the
strength with which that war was to be conducted.” He gave
them a detail of the numbers of infantry and cavalry, of Ro-
mans, and of allies, in the dictator’s army: then Marcellus laid
before them the amount of his own troops, while inquiry was
made as to the force in Apulia, with the consul Caius Teren-
tius. But no plan could be devised, of forming consular
armies sufficiently powerful to cope with such formidable
enemies. Wherefore, though strongly stimulated by just re-
sentment, they determined to suspend all proceedings against
Gaul for that year. The dictator’s army was decreed to the
consul. It was resolved that those soldiers in Marcelus’s
army, who had fled from Cannz, should be transported into
Sicily, and serve there as long as the war should continue in
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Italy; and that to the same place should be sent the least able
in the dictator’s legions, but there was no order that these
should be detained during any particular term, but only for
the number of campaigns directed by law. The two city
legions were assigned to the other consul, who should be
substituted in the room of Lucius Postumius; who, it was
determined, should be elected as soon as it could be done
with permission of the auspices: that two legions shouid be
brought home, with all expedition, from Sicily; out of which,
the consul appointed to the charge of those of the city, should
takc as many soldiers as should be necessary; that the consul
Caius Terentius should be continued in command for a vear,
and that no diminution should be made in the force employed
under him for the defence of Apulia.

XXVI. During the period in which those events took place,
and these preparations were making in Italy, the war was pro-
secuted with no less vigour in Spain, but success had hitherto
inclined to the Romans. The two Scipios, Publius and
Cneius, divided the forces between them, that Cneius might
conduct the operations on land, and Publius those at sea;
while Hasdrubal, who commanded the Carthaginians, having
little confidence in any strength that he could muster against
either, kept aloof, relymg for safety on the distance and on
the nature of the ground, until, after long and frequent solici-
tations, a reinforcement was sent him from Africa, of four
thousand foot and five hundred horse. At length mesuming
hopes, he removed his camp nearer to the enemy, and gave
orders, in person, for preparing and fitting out a fleet, for the
protection of the islands, and the sea-coast. In the midst of
the hurry of his preparations for recommencing the war anew,
he was greatly alarmed by the desertion of the commanders
of his ships, who, having been severely reprimanded for
abandoning the fleet at the Iberus, in a cowardly manner,
had never since been very faithfully disposed, either to the
general, or the interest of the Carthaginians. These deserters

-
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had excited an insurrection in the country of the Tartessians,
where, at their instigation, several cities had revolted, and
one they had even taken by storm. Instead, therefore, of di-
recting his operations against the Romans, he turned them
against his own nation; and, having entered their territory in
an hostile manner, resolved fo attack Galbus, a general of
high reputation, c3mmander of that people, who, with a
powerful force, kept close within his camp, under the walls
of the city, which had been taken a few days before. Ac-
cordingly, sending forward his light-armed troops to draw
out the revolters to battle, he despatced part of his infantry
to ravage the lands, on all sides, and pick up stragglers: thus,
at the same time, the camp was alarmed, and the country
filled with flight and slaughter. Atlength, when by different
roads, the fugitives had escaped within their works, they so
entirely got rid of their panic, that they had courage suffi-
cient, not only to defend them, but even to challenge Hasdru-
bal to battlt. They sallied out therefore in a body from the
camp, dancing according to their custom; and their unex-
pected boldness struck terror into those who, a little before,
took pains to provoke them. Hasdrubal, therefore, drew back
his forces to an eminence of considerable height, and farther
secured by a river running at the foot of it, ordering the ad-
vanced party of light troops, and the scattered horsemen, to
retreat to the same place; but still not thinking himself suffi-
ciently secured by the hill or the river, he fortified his camp
completely, with a rampart. While they thus terrified each
other alternately, several skirmishes took place, in which the
Numidian cavalry proved not a match for the Spanish, nor
the Mauritanian javelin bearer for the targeteer; the latter
possessing, together with equal activity, much greater strength
and much more courage.

XXVIIL. The Tartessians, finding, that they could not, by
advancing to his camp, entice the Carthaginian to an engage-
ment; and that, on the other hand, an assault on it would be
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attended with much difficulty, stormed the city of Asena,
where Hasdrubal, on entering their territory, had stored up
his corn and other provisions: and this gave them the com~
mand of all the adjacent country. And now they could no long-
er, either on a narch, or in a camp, be kept in order by any
command. As soon, therefore, as Hasdrubal perceived that
success had, as usual, begotten such disorder, he exhorted
his men to attack them while they straggled without their
standards; and descending from the hill, proceeded, in order
of battle, towards their camp. His approach being announced
by messengers, flying back in consternation from the watch
posts and advanced guards, the general alarm was given; on
which, as fast as each could take up his arms, without com-
mand, without signal, without regard to any regular dispo-
sition, or eyen to ranks, they rushed outto battle. The fore-
most had already engaged in fight, while some ran up, in
small parties, and others had not yet come out of the camp.
However, at the beginning, merely through their daring bold-
ness, they struck terror into the Carthaginians; but after-
wards, as their thin ranks closed with the compact bands of
these, the danger, from the smallness of their numbers, be-
coming apparent, each began to look about for support, and,
being repulsed‘ in all parts, they collected themselves in a
circle. Here, crowding together, they were driven into such
a marrow compass, that they had scarcely room to move their
arms, and, in this situation, were entirely surrounded, so that
the slaughter of them continued through the greater part of
the day. A small number, having forced a passage, madc off
to the woods and mountairs; with like consternation, the
camp was abandoned, and the whole nation, the day follow-
ing, submitted to the conqueror. But it did not continue longs
in a state of peace: for orders were brought at several times
from Carthage that Hasdrubal should, with all speed, lead -
his army into Italy. The report of this intended procedure,
spreading through Spain, wrought a change in the disposition
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of almost every state, in favour of the Romans. Hasdrubal,
therefore, immediately despatched a letter to Carthage, repre-
senting what mischief the said report of his departure had
occasioned. That “ if he were really to remove thence, the
Romans would be masters of Spain, before he should cross
the Iberus. For, besides that he had neither forces, nor com-
mander, whom he could leave in his place, the Roman gene-
rals were such, that, with strength equal to theirs, it was
scarcely possible to withistand them; wherefore, if they had
any regard for the country in question, they ought to send a
successor in his room, with a powerful army; who, though
all events should prove prosperous, would find in the pro-
vince but little time for repose.”

XXVIII. Although this letter made a considerable im-
pression on the senate, yet deeming Italy of superior im-
portance, and entitled to the first attention, they made no
change in the orders respecting Hasdrubal and his forces.
Himilco was sent with a complete army and an extraordinary
number of ships, in order to maintain a superiority in Spain,
both by land and sea, and to defend it from all attacks.
After transporting his land and sea forces, he fortified a
camp, drew up the ships on land, and surrounded them with
a rampart; and then, attended by a body of chosen horse-
men, with all possible expedition, and with the same pre-
cautions in passing through nations whose attachment was
doubtful, as through those who were professed enemies, he
came to Hasdrubal. As soon as he had communicated to
him the decrees and orders of the senate, and learned*from
him, in turn, the method in which the war in Spain was to be
conducted, he returned without delay to his own camp,
being indebted for safety to the celerity of his motions; for,
before a plot could be concerted, any where, against him, he
“had always left the place.. Hasdrubal, previously to his
march, imposed contributions on all the states under his
authority; for he well knew that Hannibal had, on. several
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occasions, purchased a passage; that no' consideration, but
that of pay, madg his Gallic auxiliaries remain with him;
and that, if he had undertaken such an expedition, unpro-
vided with money, he could scarcely have penetrated so far
as to the Alps. ' Having therefore, with violent haste, exact-
ed the same, he marched down to the Iberus. When the Ro-
mans were informed of ‘the decrees of the Carthaginians,
and of Hasdrubal’s movement, the two commanders, re-
nouncing every other business, determined with their united
forces to obstruct and put a stop to his enterprise. For they
considered, that, if Hannibal, whose single force Italy could
hardly withstand, should be joined by the Spanish army with
Hasdrubal at its head, there would be an end of the Roman
empire. Anxiously intent on effecting this purpose, they
made a junction of their forces on the bank of the Iberus,
and, crossing the river, held a long consultation whether
they should directly face the enemy, or be content with de-
taining him, by attacking his allies. The result was, that
they determined to lay siege to the city called Ibera, from
the river near which it stood, at that time the most opulent
in all that part of the country. When Hasdrubal understood
this, instead of bringing succour to his allies, he likewise
proceeded to besiege a town, lately put under the protection
of the Romans: in consequence of which, the siege already
formed by the latter was raised, and their force directed
against Hasdrubal himself.

XXIX. For a few days, they remained encamped at the
distance, from each other, of five miles, not without skir-
mishes, but neither party offering battle. At length, on one
and the same day, both, as if by concert, displayed the sig-
nal for fighting, and brought their whole force into the field.
The Romans were formed in three lines; one half of the
light troops were posted among the battalions in the front,
the other half were sent back to the rear; the cavalry covered

- the wings. Hasdrubal composed the centre of his line of
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Spaniards; on the right wing, he posted his Carthaginians;
on the left, the Africans and hired auxiliaies; his cavalry he
placed on the wings, annexing the Numidians to the Cartha-
ginian infantry, the others to the Africans. However, all the
Numidians were not placed on the right wing, but those
only, whose practice it was, to bring two horses each into
the field, and often in the very hottest of the fight to spring,
notwithstanding the weight of their armour, from the wea-
ried horse upon the fresh one, like those who exhibit feats of
activity as a show; so great is the agility of the men, and so
docile their breed of horses. While they stood, ranged in
this manner, the hopes entertained by the commanders were
pretty nearly equal on both sides: for neither one party nor
the other had any very great advantage, either in the num-
ber, or qualifications of their men. But the sentiments of the
soldiery were widely different: for the Romans had been
easily brought by their commanders to believe, that though
they fought at a great distance from their country, yet their
efforts were to decide the fate of Italy, and of the city of
Rome. Therefore, as their return to their native soil depend-
ed on the issue of that battle, they had come to a determined
resolution, either to conquer or die. The men who composed
the opposite army were not possessed of such inflexible
firmness; for the greatest part of them were Spaniards, who
wished rather to.be defeated in Spain, than, after gaining the
victory, to be dragged into Italy. No sooner therefore was
the first onset made, than almost, before the javelins were
thrown, the centre of their line began to give way; and, on
being vigorously pressed by the Romans, turned their backs.
On the wings, however, the fight was maintained with spirit;
the Carthaginians on the one, and the Africans on the other,
charging with briskness, and, as they had their enemy in a
manner inclosed between them, attacking them on both sides.
But as soon as the whole of the Roman troops had once come
together into the centre, its strength was sufficient to compel
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the wings to retire in opposite directions. Thus there were
two distinct battles; and, in both, the Romans, who, after the
defeat of the enemy’s centre, had the superiority both in the
number and strength of their men, were completely victo-
rious. In this engagement, vast numbers of the enemy were
slain; and, had not the Spaniards fled so precipitately before
the battle was well begun, very few of their, whole army
would have survived. The cavalrv had no share in the en-
gagement: for, as soon as the. Moors and Numidians saw
the centre giving way, they instantly betook themselves to a
precipitate flight, leaving the wings uncovered, and driving
the elephants before them. Hasdrubal, after staying until the
fortune of the day was finally decided, made his escape from
the midst of the carnage, accompanied by a few. His camp
was taken,and plundered by the Romans. If the inclipations
of any people in Spain were hitherto doubtful, this battle
fixed them in the interest of the Romans, and deprived Has-
drubal of every hope, not only of leading an army into laly,
but even of remaining in Spain with any degree of safety.
These events being made known at Rome, by letters from
the Scipios, caused universal rejoicing, not so much i con<
sideration of the victory itself, as of Hasdrubal’'s being
thereby prevented from bringing his army into Haly.

XXX. While affairs in Spain proceeded in tifis manner,
the city of Petellia in Bruttium was, after a siege of several
months, taken by Himilco, an officer of Hannibal’s. This
coriquest cost the Carthaginians abundance of blood; but it
was not force, so much as famine. that overcame the be-
sieged: for, after having consumed all kinds of eatable fruits,
and the flesh of every kind of four-footed beast, they lived
at last on the leather of their shields; on herbs and roots, and
the tender bark of trees, with berries gathered from the
brambles. Nor were they prevailed on to surrender, until
their strength was so entirely exhausted, that they were un-
able to stand on the walls, or to carry their arms. .After
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getting possession of Petellia, the Carthaginian led his forces
agamst Consentia, which was nat defended with equal obsti-
nacy, but capitulated in a few days. About the same time,
an army of Bruttians invested Groton, a Greek city, formerly
powerful in men and arms, but now reduced so low, by many
and heavy misfortunes, that the number of its citizens of
cvery age amounted to not quite twenty thousand. The place,
therefore, being destitute of men for its defence, was easily
mastered. The citadel alone held out, into which, during the
confusion consequent to the storming of the city, and while
the other inhabitants were put to the sword, some had made
their escape. The Locrians too revolted to the Bruttians and
Carthaginians, through the treachery of the nobles, who be-
trayed the populace. The Rhegians alone, in all that tract,
maintained to the last their alliance with Rome, and their
own independence. - The same disposition to change spread
also into Sicily, and even the family of Hiero was not en-
tirely uninfected with the spirit of revolt: for Gelo, his eldest
som, having conceived a contempt of his father’s declining
age, and also, since the defeat at Canne, of the Roman con-
nexion, joined the Carthaginians, and would have caused
much disturbance in Sicily, had not a death so seasonable,
that it threw some stain of suspicion even on his father,
carried him off, while he was busy in arming the populace,
and courting alliances. Such were the transactions of this
year, prosperous and otherwise in Italy, Africa, Sicily, and
Spain. Towards the close of the year, Quintus Fabins Maxi-
mus demanded of the senate, that he might be allowed to
dedicate the temple of Venus Erycina, which he had vowed
in his dictatorship; and the senate decreed, that Tiberius
Sempronins, consul elect, should, as soon as he entered into
office, propose to the people the creation of Quintus Fabius,
duumvir, for performing the dedication of that temple. In
honour of Marcus Amilius Lepidus, who had been twice
consul, and an augur, his three sons, Lucius, Marcus, and
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Quintus, celebrated funeral games, which lasted three days;
in the course of which, they exhibited, in the Forum, twenty-
two pairs of gladiators. The curule ediles, Caius Latorius
and Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus, consul elect, who, during
his smdileship, had likewise been master of the horse, per-
formed the Roman games, which were also repeated during
three days. The plebeian games of the =diles, Marcus Aure-
lius Cotta and Marcus Claudius Marcellus, were thrice repeat-
ed. At the conclusion of this third year of the Punic v 537,
war, Tiberius Sempronius, consul, assumed the ad- B.C. 215.
ministration of his office on the ides of March. Of the prztors,
Quintus Fulvius Flaccus, who had formerly been twice con-
sul, and likewise censor, held the city jurisdiction, and Mar-
cus Valerius Lavinus that respecting foreigners. The lots
gave to ‘Appius Claudius Pulcher the province of Sicily; to
Quintus Mucius Scavola that of Sardinia. The people or-
dained, that Marcus Marcellus should have authority as pro-
consul, in consideration of his being the only one of the
Roman commanders, who, since the disaster at Cannz, had
fought with success.

XXXI. The senate, on the first day of their meeting upon
business in the Capitol, passed a decree, that double taxes
should be imposed for that year, of which, one half should
be levied without delay, for the purpose of giving immediate
-pay to all the troops, excepting those who had been at Cannz.
With respect to the several armies they ordered, that the
consul Tiberius Sempronius should appoint a day for the two
city legions to repair to Cale, from whence these legions
should be conducted to the Claudian camp, above Suessula.
As to the legions which were there, consisting mostly of the
troops who had been at Canne, it was ordered, that Appius
Claudius Pulcher, the pretor, should transport them into
Sicily, and that those then in Sicily should be brought home
to Rome. To the army appointed to assemble at Cale, Mar-
cus Claudius Marcellus was sent with orders, to lead off those
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city legioffs to the Claudian camp. Appius Claudius sent
Titus Metellius Croto, lieutenant general, to take the com--
mand of the old army, and transport it into Sicily. People
had at first expected in silence, that the consul would call an
assembly for the election of a colleague in his office: after-
wards, when they saw that Marcus Marcellus, whom above
all others thev wished to be appointed consul for that year,
on account of his extraordinary successful conduct in his
pretorship, was, as it were purposely, sent out of the way, a
murmur arose in the senate-house; on observing which, the
consul said, ¢ Conscript Fathers, the public service required,
that Marcus Claudius should go into Campania, to make the
exchange of the armies; and thata day of election should not
be proclaimed until his return, after finishing the business
given him in charge, that you may have the consul whom the
exigencies of the state require, and who is most agreeable to
your wishes.”” After this, there was no mention of an election
until Marcellus returned. In the mean time, Quintus Fabius
Maximus, and Titus Otacilius Crassus, were created duum-
virs for the dedication of temples, the latter to dedicate one
to Mens, the former, that'to Venus Erycina. Both stand in
the Capitol, separated: by a channel running between them.
A proposition was then offered to the people respecting the
three hundred Campanian horsemen, who, after faithfully
serving out their legal term in Sicily, had returned to Rome,
that they should be admitted Roman citizens; and moreovey,
that they should be deemed to have been citizens of Cumae,
from the day preceding that on which.the people of Campa-
nia revolted from the Romans. The passing of this law was
expedited by the representation of the men themselves, that
they kunew not to what people they belonged, having re-
nounced their original country, and being not yet adopted
into that to which they had returned from abroad. As soon
as Marcellus came home from the army, an assembly was
summoned for the choice of a consul, in the room of Lugius
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Postumius. - Marcellus was unanimously elected, and order-
ed to enter immediately into office; but just as he was about
to assume .the administration, thunder was heard, and the
augurs being called, pronounced, that there must have been
a-defect in the electioh; whereupon the patricians openly as-
serted that the appointment of two plebeians to the consul-
ship, of which there had never before been an instance, was
what gave displeasure to the gods. On this, Marcellus abdi-
cated the office, in the place of whom was substituted Fabius
Mazximus, who had twice before been honoured with it.
This year the sea appeared on fire; a cow at Sinuessa brought
forth a foal; the statues in the temple of Juno Sospita at La-
nuvium sweated blood; and a shower of stones fell round
the same temple. On account of this shower the nine days’
worship, usual on like occasions, was performed, and the
prodigies were carefully expiated.

X aXII. The consuls then made division of the forces as-
signed them. The army which had been with Marcus Ju-
nius, the dictator, fell to the share of Fabius; and that which
had been composed of volunteer* slaves, together with
twenty-five thousand of the allies, was given to Sempronius.
The legions, to be brought home from Sicily, were decreed
to Marcus Valerius, the prator; and Marcus Claudius, pro-
consul, was sent to command the army, encamped above
Suessula, for the protection of Nola. The prators set out for
Sicily and Sardinia. The consuls gave public orders, that
whenever they should summon a mgeeting of the senate, the
senators and persons entitled to the privilege of speaking in
council,t should assemble at the Capuan gate. The prasgors,
presiding in the courts of justice, fixed their tribunals in the

* Called wvolones, from volo, I am willing, the answer given by each when
he was asked whether he was willing to enlist,

+ Al those who had held curule offices had a right to a seat in the se-
nate, and to give their opirions, but they could not vote until they were
regularly admitted by the censors, and registered.
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public fish-market; where they ordered all parties concerned
to attend, and there justice was administered during that year.
In the mean time, when Mago, Hannibal’s brother; was just
ready at Carthage to carry over into Italy twelve thousand
foot, and one thousand five hundred horse, twenty elephants,
and one thousand talents of silver}, under the convoy of sixty
ships of war, news arrived, that the army in Spain had been
defeated, and that almest every state of that province had
gone over to the Romans. Several were now of opinion that
they ought, for the present, to lay aside all concern for Italy,
and send Mago, with the fleet and army under his command,
into Spain. And at this very juncture, a flattering prospect
suddenly presented itself, of recovering the possession of
Sardinia: for they were told, that “ the Roman army there
was small, and that Aulus Cornelius, the present pretor,
who was well acquainted with the province, was preparing to
leave it, and that a new one was expected. They were in-
formed also that the minds of the Sardinians were become
dissatisfied, under the burden of a foreign government of so
long continuance; which had, during the last year, been
marked with cruelty and avarice; that the people were op-
pressed with grievous taxes, and an unreasonable contribu-
tion of corn, and that nothing was wanting, but a head to
whom they might transfer their allegiance.” This intelligence
was conveyed by a secret embassy from the principal inha-
bitants, at the instigation chiefly of Hampsicora, who at that
time possessed a share pf interest and influence, far exceed-
ing that of any other man in the island. These accounts ar-
riving together almost at the same moment, stunned and re-
vived them. They sent Mago with his fleet and army into
Spain, and appointed Hasdrubal, surnamed the Bald, their
general for Sardinia, assigning him a number of forces, nearly
equal to what thev had given Mago. At Rome, the consuls,

¥ 195,750,
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after finishing every business that was to be performed in the
city, were now actively employed in preparations for the
campaign. Tiberius Sempronius published a proclamation,
that his soldiers should assemble at Sinuessa on an appoint-
ed day; and Quintus Fabius, with the approbation of the
senate, issued anather, that all persons should carry in their
corn, of all kinds, from the fields to the fortified towns, be-
fore the calends of June next ensuing; and that if any dis-
obeyed this order, his farm should be laid waste, his slaves
sold by auction, and his farm-houses burnt. Even the pre-
tors appointed to preside in the courts of justice were not
allowed an exemption from military employments: it was de-
termined that the pretor Valerius should go into Apulia, to
receive the command of the army from Terentius, and that
when the legions from Sicily should arrive, he should em.
ploy them principally in the defence of the country, and send
in their stead Terentius’s army under some licutenant-gene-
ral. Twenty-five ships were also put under the command of
Publius Valerius, the city praetor, that with them he might
protect the sea-coast between Brundusium and Tarentum.
An equal number were assigned to Quintus Fulvius, for se.
curing the coasts nearest to the city. Caius Terentius, pro-
consul, was ordered to press soldiers in the territory of Pi-
cenum, and to provide for the security of that part of the
country; and Titus Otacilius Crassus, when he had dedi-
cated the temple of Mens, was sent into Sicily, and invested
with the command of the fleet.

XXXIIL On this contest, between the two most powerful
nations in the world, all kings and nations kept their atten-
tion earnestly fixed; but more particularly, Philip, king of
Macedonia, because he was nearer to Italy than any other,
being separated from it only by the Ionian sea. When he
first received information of Hannibal having passed the
Alps, as he was overjoyed at the breaking out of war be-
tween the Romans and Carthaginians, so, as long as there
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was no important trial of their strength, his judgment re-
mained equally balanced between the parties, uncertain ‘to
which he should wish success. But, when he saw that the
Carthaginians had fought three battles, and in each of the
three ‘had proved victorious, the scale turned to the side fa-
votred by fortune, and he despatched ambassadors to Han-
nibal, These, shunfing the harbours of Brundusium and
Tarentum, because they were guarded by the Roman squa-
drons, landed at the temple of Juno Lacinia; taking their
" way thence through Apulia, towards Capua, they fell in with
the Roman posts, and were by them conducted to the pre-
tor, Marcus Valerius Levinus, then encamped near Luceria.
- Here Xenophanes, who was at the head of the embassy, with
perfeet composure declared, that he had been sent by king
Philip to conclude a treaty of alliance and friendship with
the Roman people, and was charged with despatches for the
consuls, and for the senate and people of Rome. Valerius,
highly delighted with the prospect of a new alliance with a
king of such distinguished reputation, at a time when the de-
fection of the old allies had become so general, received
these enemies with every degree of courtesy as guests, and
gave them an escort, who were ordered to point out care-
fully the roads, and what places, and what passes, were held
by the Romans, or by the enemy. Xenophanes, after passing
through the Roman posts into Campania, came thence, by
the shortest road, into the camp of Hannibal, and concluded
a treaty of alliance and friendship with him on these terms:
that “ king Philip, with the largest fleet that he could fit out,
(and it was supposed that he would be able to make up the
number of two hundred ships,) should come over into Italy,
lay waste the sea-coast, and annoy the enemy by sea and
land, ‘as far as lay in his power. On the conclusion of the
war, all Italy, with the city of Rome itself, should be tha
property of Hannibal and the Carthaginians, and ail the booty
should be at the disposal of Hannibal, As soon as the con-
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' quest of Italy should be completed, the Carthaginians should

sail into Greece, and wage war against such nations as the
king should direct, and all conquests to be made on the con-
tinent, and all the islands on the coast of Macedonia,
should bBe the property of thp, and united to his do-
minions.”

XXXIV. On these conditions, principally, was a treaty
concluded between the Carthaginian general and the Mace-
donian ambassadors; and with the latter were sent Gisco,
Bostar, and Mago, in quality of ambassadors to receive the
ratification of it from the king in person. They arrived at the
same spot near the temple of Juno Lacinia, where a ship lay
waiting for them in a secret creek. Having set sail from
thence, and got into the open sea, they were descried by the
Roman fleet which guarded the coasts of Calabria: and Pub-
Tius Valerius Flaccus despatched some Corcyran fly-boats
to pursue and bring back the ship. On which the king’s
party endeavoured, at first, to escape; but, afterwards, find-
ing that they were inferior in swiftness of sail, they surren-
dered themselves to the Romans, and were brought to the
commander of the fleet. When he inquired who they were,
whence, and whither they were bound, Xenophanes, at first,
repeated the feigned story, which had once already succeeded
very well, * that he had been sent by Philip to the Romans,
and had proceeded as far as the quarters of Marcus Valerius,
but could go no farther with safety, as it was not in his
power to make his way through Campania, every pass there
being guarded by the ememy.” Afterwards, the Carthagi-
nian dress and manners raised some suspicion of Hannibal’s
ambassadors; and, some questions being put to them, their
language betrayed them; on which, their attendants were re-
moved into separate places, and terrified with menaces, by
which means Hannibal’s letter to Philip was discovered, and
also the articles of the convention between the Macedonian
king and the Carthaginian general. Their designs being thus
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fully detected, it was judged most adviseable, that the pri-
soners, and their accompaniers, should with all speed be.con-
veyed to the senate at Rome, or to the consuls, wherever
they were. For this service five of the quickest sailing ves-
sels were chosen, and the, command of them given to Lucius
Valerius Antias, who reteived orders to distribute the .am-
bassadors through all the ships, to be kept separate under
guards, and to take care that there should be no conversa-
tion or communication between them. About this time, Au-
lus Cornelius Mammula, returning from the province of Sar-
dinia to Rome, gave a representation of the state of affairsin
 that island; that all the people were inclined to revolt; that
Quintus Mucius, his successor in the government, had on
his coming been so affected by the grossness and moisture of
the air, that he fell into a disorder, not so dangerous, as te-
dious, and consequently would, for a long time, be incapable
of military service; and that the army there, though strong
enough for the maintenance of order in the province, during
a time of peace, was yet very unequal to the support of the
war, which appeared ready to break out. On this the senate
decreed, that Quintus Fulvius Flaccus should enlist five
thousand foot, and four hundred horse; that he should take
care to have this legion conveved to Sardinia without any
delay; and that he should send some proper person, commis-
sioned to conduct the business of the war, until Mucius’s
health should be re-established. In this employment was
sent Titus Manlius Torquatus, -who had been twice consul,
and likewise consor, and who had, in one of his consulates,
subdued Sardinia. About the same time the fleet from Car-
thage for Sardinia, under Hasdrubal, surnamed the Bald,
after suffering severely in a violent storm, was driven out of
its course to the Balearick isles, where a great deal of time
was lost jn docking and repairing the ships, for not onjy their
rigging, but even their hulls, had been damaged.

XXXV. On the side of Italy, the prosecution of the war,



B.C. 215.] ‘BOOK XXIII. 147

since the battle of Cannz, had been less vigorous than usual,
the strength of one party being broken, and the courage of
. the other enervated. The Campanians, therefore, undertook
to bring the state of Cumz into subjection to themselves.
At first, they tried to prevail on that people to renounce the
alliance of Rome; but not sueceeding in that method, con-
trived a stratagem to circumvent them. There was a stated
festival at Hame, at which all the Campanians used to at-
tend. They told the Cumans, that the Campanian senate
would come thither, and requested that the senate of Cume
might likewise come, in order that they might consult toge-
ther, and, with common consent, adopt such measures as
that both states might have the same friends and the same
foes; they themsleves, they said, would bring an armed force
for their protection, so that there would be no danger either
from . the Romans or Carthaginians. The Cumans, though
they suspected treachery, yet offered no objection, thinking
this the best way to cover the deception, which they medi-
tated. In the mean-time Tiberius Sempronius, the Roman
consul, after performing the puyrification of his army at Sinu-
essa, where he had appointed them to assemble, crossed the
river Vulturnus, and encamped at Liternum. As he had in
this post no employment for his arms, he obliged the sol-
diers frequently to go.through their exercise, that the re-
cruits, of whom the greatest part were volunteer-slaves,
might learn from practice "to follow the standards, and to
know their own centuries in the field. In the midst of these
eraployments, the general’s principal care was, and he ac-
cordingly gave charges to the lieutenants-general and tribunes,
that “ no reproach, cast on any one on account of his former
condition, should sow discord among the troops; that the
veteran soldier should be satisfied at being put on a level
with the recruit, the freeman with the volunteer-slave; that
they should account every one sufficiently honourable and
well-born,.to whom the Roman people entrusted their arms
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and standards; observing that, whatever measures fortuné
made it necessary to adopt, it was equally necessary to sup-
port these when adopted.” These directions were not more
carefully inculcated by the officers than ebserved by the sol«
diers; insomuch that, in a short time, they all became united
in such a perfect harmony of sentiment, that it was almost
forgotten what each man had been before he became a sol-
dier. While Gracchus was thus employed, ambassadors from
Cuma brought him information of the embassy which had
come to them, a few days before, from the Campanians, and
the answer which they had returned, and told him, that the
festival would begin on the third day following, and that not
only the whole senate, but the camp and army of the Cam-
panians would be present. Having ordered the Cumans to
convey all their effects out of the fields into the city, and to
keep close within the walls, Gracchus himself removed to
Cumz, on the day previous to that which the Campanians
had fixed for the commencement of their sacrifices. From
hence Hama was three miles distant. The Campanians, as
had been concerted, had assembled here in great numbers,
and at a small distance, Marius Alfius, who was Medixtuti-
cus, that is, the chief magistrate of the Campanians, with
fourteen thousand soldiers, was secretly encamped, and was
much more busily employed in preparations for the festival,
and in the measures requisite for the execution of the trea.
cherous project, than in fortifying his camp, or any other mi-
litary work. The festival at Hamz was to last three days,
and the rites began after night-fall, so as to be fimished at
midnight. This hour Gracchus judged the most proper for
a surprise, and accordingly, posting guards at the gates to
prevent any one carrying intelligence of his design, he
obliged the soldiers to spend the time from the tenth hour in
taking refreshment and getting some sleep, that they might
assemble on a signal as soon as it grew dark; then, about the
first watch, he ordered the standards to be raised, and march-
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ing out in silence arrived at Hama at midnight. Here, finding
the Campanian camp in a neglected state, as might be ex-
pected from the soldiers having spent the night without sleep,
he assaulted it through all the gates at once, and put the men
to the sword, some as they lay stretched on the ground,
others as they returned unarmed after finishing the sacrifices.
In the tumultuous action of this night, there were more than
two thousand men slain, together with their general Marius
Alfius, and thirty-four military standards taken.

XXXVI. Gracchus, after making himself master of the
enemy’s camp with the loss of less than one hundred men,
returned quickly to Cums, being afrasd of Hannibal, who had
_ his camp on the Tifata over Capua. Nor was his judgment
mistaken in dictating this provident step; for no sooner had
the news of the overthrow reached Hannibal, than he march-~
ed by Capua with the utmost rapidity, expecting to find at
Hame an army, which consisted for the most part of raw re-
cruits and slaves, indulging extravagant joy in conseguence
of success, and employed in gathering the spoils of the van-
quished, and driving off their booty. He ordered such of the
Campanians as he met in their flight, to be conducted to
Capua, under an escort, and the wounded to be conveyed in
carriages. At Hama he found nothing but the traces of the
recent carnage, and the ground covered with the bodies of
his allies. Several now advised him to proceed directly to
Cumz, and attack that city: but, though it accorded with his
anxious wishes to have Cums at least as a sea-port, since he
could not get possession of Neapolis, nevertheless, as his
soldiers, on their hasty march, had brought nothing but their
arms, he retired back to his camp on the Tifata. Being after-
wards earnestly urged to the attack by the Campanians, he
returned next day to Cuma with every thing requisite for a
siege, and after utterly wasting the country, pitched his camp
at the distance of a mile from the city, in which Gracchus
bad determined to stay, rather through the shame of aban-
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doning, at such a perilous juncture, allies implofing protec-
tion from him and the Roman people, than from any great
confidence in his troops. Neither could the other consul,
Fabius, who had his camp at Cales, venture to cross the river
Valturnus, being engaged at first in taking new auspices,
afterwards in attending to prodigies, which were reported one
after another; beside, while expiating these, he was told by
the aruspices, that it would not be easy to obtain favour of
the gods.

XXXVIL. While Fabius was prevented from stirring by
these causes, Sempronigs was held besieged, and now was
even exposed to the attacks of machines. Against a huge
wooden tower, which was brought up near to the town, the
Roman consul raised another tower, much more elevated, by
fixing strong piles contiguous to the wall, which in itself was
very high. This the besieged formed into a platform, whence,
throwing stones, javelins, and other missile weapons, they
maintained the defence of their works and city. At last,
when the machine had approached close to the wall, and with
blazing firebrands, they threw on it all at once an immense
quantity of combustibles; while the soldiers within, terrified
by the flames, cast themselves down headlong from the same.
The garrison, sallying put from two gates at the very time,
overthrew the enemy’s advanced guards, and drove them
back to their camp; so that the Carthaginian was, on that
day, more like a person besieged than besieging. One thou-
sand three hundred of the Carthaginians were slain, and
fifty-nine taken prisoners, who, standing careless and negli-
gently near the walls, and on the advanced posts, and fearing
nothing less than a sally, were surprised unawares. Gracchus
sounded a retreat before the enemy should recover from
their sudden fright, and drew back his men within the walls.
Next day Hannibal, supposing that the consul, elated with
success, would be willing to try the issue of a regular en-
gagement, drew up his forces in order of battle between his
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camp and the city: but when he saw that not a man stirred,
except in the customary guard of the town, and that nothing
would be hazarded on inconsiderate hopes, he returned with
disappointment to the Tifata. Atthe very time of the raising
the siege of Cums, Tiberius Sempronius, surnamed Longus,
fought with success against Hanno at Grumentum in Luca-
nia, killed above two thousand of the enemy, and took forty-
one military standards, losing two hundred and eighty of his
own men. Hanno, expelled from the Lucanian territories,
retreated backward into Bruttium. In another quarter, three
towns of the Hirpinians, which had revolted from the Roman
people, were attacked and retaken by the prztor, Marcus
Valerius. Vercellius and Sicilius, the instigators of the re-
volt, were beheaded, and above one thousand of the prisoners
exposed to sale: the rest of the booty was bestowed on the
soldiers, and then the troops were led back to Luceria.
XXXVIII. While affairs proceeded thus in Lucania and
Hirpinia, the five ships carrying the captive ambassadors of
the Macedonians and Carthaginians to Rome, after making
a circuit from the upper sea to the lower, round the greater
part of the coast of Italy, were sailing by Cuma, when they
were observed by Gracchus, who, not knowing whether they
belonged to friends or enemies, sent a part of his fleet to
meet them. Hefe mutual inquiries discovering that the con-
sul was at Cumz, the ships put into that harbour, the prisoners
were conducted to the consul, and the packet they had in
charge delivered to him. Having read the letters of Philip
and Hannibal, he inclosed, and sent them to the senate by
land, ordering the ambassadors to be conveyed thither by sea.
These, with the inclosures, arrived at Rome on the same day,
or nearly; and the answers of the former on their examina-
tion being conformable to the contents of the letters, the
senate were at first grievously perplexed at the prospect of
such a formidable war impending from Macedonia, when they
were scarcely able to support that with the Carthaginians.
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Yet, so far were they from suffering their courage to be de-
pressed, that they instantly began to deliberate how they
might, by offensive operations, divert the enemy from Italy.
After ordering the prisoners to be kept in close confinement,
and their attendants to be exposed to public sale, they de-
creed, that, besides the twenty ships, under the command of
Publius Valerius Flaccus, twenty-five others should be got
ready for sea. These being equipped and launched, and joined
by the five which had brought the captive ambassadors, set
sail from Ostia for Tarentum, and orders were sent to Publius
Valerius to take on board them the soldiers, formerly com-
manded by Varro, and who were then at Tarentum under
Lucius Apustius, lieutenant-general; and, with his fleet, which
would then consist of fifty ships, not only to protect the coast
of Italy, but to procure intelligence concerning the hostile de-
signs of the Macedonians. If Philip’s intentions were found
to correspond with the letters, and the informations of the
ambassadors, he was then to forward intelligence of this to
the prztor, Marcus Valerius, who, leaving the command of
the army to his lieutenant-general, Lucius Apustius, and
hastening to Tarentum to the fleet, was to cross over into
Macedonia with all expedition, and use his best endeavours
to detain Philip in his own dominions. For the maintenance
of the fleet, and the support of the war with Macedonia, that
money was ordered to be applied, which had been sent into
Sicily to Appius Claudius to be returned to King Hiero, and
this was conveyed to Tarentum by the licutenant-general,
Lucius Apustius. Together with it, were sent by Hiero two
hundred thousand pecks of wheat, and one hundred thousand
of barley.

XXXIX. While the Romans were employed in this man-
ner, and making such preparations, the captured ship, which
had been sent with the others to Rome, made its escape on
the voyage, and returned to Philip; by which means he learn-
ed, that his ambassadors, with the letters, had. falten into the
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hands of the Romans. Wherefore, ashe kvew not what terms
of agrecment had been settlod between them and. Haniibal,
nor'what acéounts they Would have brought him, he dés-
persons: employed in this ‘commission to' Hannibal were
Heraclitus, surnamed Scotinus, Crito Berroeus, and Sositheus
Magnes: these effected the business with which they were
charged, without #ieeting any obstruction, either iw going or
returning,: ' But-the suasmer had passed away before Philip
could put himself in motion, or enter on any enterprise: vo
imwportsst- were ‘the conseqéences attending the capture- of
that single vessel with the ‘ambassadors, as to defer the war
with which the Romans were threatened., With regard to the
campaign in the néighbourhoed of Capua, Fabius, after ex-
pisting: the prodigies, passed the Vulturnus, and ther both
the consuls entered on action.  Fabius took by assault Com.
bulteria, Trebula, and Saticula, (cities which had revolted to
the Carthaginian,}-and in them were made prisoners Han-
nibal’s garrisons, and vast nambers of Campanians. ‘At Nola,
as was the case the year before, the senate being inclined to
the side of the Romans, and the populace to that of the
Carthaginians, the latter held secret cabals; in which scheines
were formed for massacreing the nebility and delivéring up
the city: but to prevent their designs taking effect, Fabius,
marching his army -across between Capua and Hannibal's
camp on the 'f"i{ata, took post over Saessula in the Claudian
camp, and thence detached Marcus' Mareellus, proconsul,
with the: troops under his rommand mbecmﬂiepmusm
of Nola. -

XL. In Sardinia the business of the campaign, which had
been suspended ever since the preetor Quintus Mucius had
been seized with a4 severe disorder, began to be prosecuted
by Titus Manlius, who, drawing the ships of war into dock
at-Carale, and arming the marines to act on land, made up,
with the army which he received from Mucius, the number

vorL. 111.—{"
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With this foree be marched: into the enemy’s conniry, snd:
pitched Nis. camp st & small distance: from: that of Hampsi-
cora. - $t-happened that at this time the Iaster had gone inte
procure:a reinforcement to his army by colisting their young
men: his son, named Hiostus, commanded in shiecamp; and
he, with the presumption of youth, incensiderately hazarding
an cngagement, was defeated, and put to flight;: shree thou-
sand of the Sardinians being slain in the battle,and sbowut eight
hundred taken. The rest of the troops, at first; Tan straggling
through the ficlds and woods; but, afterwards, all dirocted
their fiight to Cornus, the principal city in thagrcotntry, mto
which they heard that their commander had fied. - This battle
would have put an end to the war in Sardinia, had sot- the
Carthaginian fleet under Hasdrubsl, which had -been driven
out of its course to the Balearick islesyamived just in time
to revive the hopes of the revolters. Manlius, .on hearing of
the arrival of the Carthaginian flect, marched back to Caxale;
and this afforded an opportunity to Hampsicers of effecting
a junction with the Carthaginian. Hasdrubal, when he had
disembarked his troops, sent back the flect.to Carthage; and
then, nsing Hampsicora as a guide, he marched, with fire.and
sword, into the lands belonging to the allies of the Roman
people, and ‘would have proceeded even. to Carale, had mot
Manlius, by throwing his-army in the way, checked the vio-
lence of his depredations. For some time, they lay encamped
opposite to each other, at a small distance; then followed
skirmishes and encounters between small parties, in which
success was various. At last they marched out to batile, and,
meeting in regular array, maingained a general engagement
for the space of four hours. That the victory remained so
long in suspense was owing to the Carthaginians, for the
Sardinians bad now been accustomed to yield an easy con-
quest. At last, when nothing was to be secn on any side of
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gave way. Botjelt af theywere turning- their backs, the Ro-
-which had-beaten’ the Serdiniuns, inclosed their rear, and
 then followed aésirnage rather than a'fight. Of the Sardinians
and Carthaginians’ together, there fell twelve thousand; about
three thousatd six hundred, w:th twmt;mem mdfmqr
standards, were taken., :

XLI. But what confributed, aboveaﬂ,toméer&nm-
cess brilliant and memorable, was, the taking of the general
Hasdrubal, and two other Carthaginians of high distinction,
Hanno and Magy; Mago being of the Barcine family, and
nearly related to Hamnibal, snd Hanno the person who in-
stigated the Sardinians-to a revolt, and unquestionably the
author of the present war. - Nor was the fortune of the Sar-
dinian commanders, on’ this-occasion, less remarkable; for
Hiostus, son of Hampsicora, fell in the fight; and the father,
after having fled with a few horsemen, when, in addition to
his other misfortunes, he heard also of his son’s death, put
an end to his own life in the night-time, lest some inter-
Taption might prevent his design: to the rest, the city of
Cornus,-as on the. former occasion, afforded a refuge; but
Manlius attacking it with his victorions