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DEMOSTHENES,

WHOEVER it was, Sosius, that wrote the poem in honor
of Alcibiades, upon his winning the chariot-race at the
Olympian Games, whether it were Euripides, as is most
commonly thought, or some other person, he tells us, that
to a man’s being happy it is in the first place requisite he
should be born in “some famous city.” But for him that
would attain to true happiness, which for the most part is
placed in the qualities and disposition of the mind, it is,
in my opinion, of no other disadvantage to be of a mean,
obscure country, than to be born of a small or plain-look-
ing woman. For it were ridiculous to think that Iulis, a
little part of Ceos, which itself is no great island, and
Agina, which an Athenian once said ought to be re-
moved, like a small eyesore, from the port of Pirseus,
should breed good actors and poets,* and yet should never
be able to produce a just, temperate, wise, and high-
minded man. Other arts, whose end it is to acquire
riches or honor, are likely enough to wither and decay in
poor and undistinguished towns; but virtue, like & strong
and durable plant, may take root and thrive in any place
where it can lay hold of an ingenuous nature,and a mind

¢ Simonides, the lyric poet, was tioned in the account, further on,
born at Iulis in Ceos; and Polus, of Demosthenes's death, was a na-
the celebrated actor, who is men- tive of Agina.
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2 DEMOSTHENES.

that is industrious. I, for my part, shall desire that for
any deficiency of mine in right judgment or action, 1
myself may be, as in fairness, held accountable, and shall
not attribute it to the obscurity of my birthplace.

But if any man undertake to write a history, that has
to be collected from materials gathered by observation
and the reading of works not easy to be got in all places,
nor written always in his own language, but many of
them foreign and dispersed in other hands, for him, un-
doubtedly, it is in the first place and above all things
most necessary, to reside in some city of good note, ad-
dicted to liberal arts, and populous; where he may have
plenty of all sorts of books, and upon inquiry may hear
and inform himself of such particulars as, having escaped
the pens of writers, are more faithfully preserved in the
memories of men, lest his work be deficient in many
things, even those which it can least dispense with.

But for me, I live in a little town, where I am willing
to continue, lest it should grow less; and having had no
leisure, while I was in Rome and other parts of Italy, to
exercise myself in the Roman language, on account of
public business and of those who came to be instructed
by me in philosophy, it was very late, and in the decline
of my age, before I applied myself to the reading of Latin
authors. Upon which that which happened to me, may
seem strange, though it be true; for it was not so much
by the knowledge of words, that I came to the under-
standing of things, as by my experience of things I was
enabled to follow the meaning of words. But to appre-
ciate the graceful and ready pronunciation of the Roman
tongue, to understand the various figures and connection
of words, and such other ornaments, in which the beauty
of speaking consists, is, I doubt not, an admirable and
delightful accomplishment; but it requires a degree of
practice and study which is not easy, and will better suit
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those who have more leisure, and time enough yet before
them for the occupation.

And so in this fifth book of my Parallel Lives, in giving
an account of Demosthenes and Cicero, my comparison of
their natural dispositions and their characters will be
formed upon their actions and their lives as statesmen,
and I shall not pretend to criticize their orations one
against the other, to show which of the two was the
more charming or the more powerful speaker. .For
there, as Ion says,

‘We are but like a fish upon dry land;

a proverb which Cecilius perhaps forgot, when he em-
ployed his always adventurous talents in so ambitious an
attempt as a comparison of Demosthenes and Cicero: and,
possibly, if it were a thing obvious and casy for every
man fo know Jfumself, the precept had not passed for an
oracle.

The divine power seems originally to have designed
Demosthenes and Cicero upon the same plan, giving
them many similarities in their natural characters, as
their passion for distinction and their love of liberty in
civil life, and their want of courage in dangers and war,
and at the same time also to have added many accidental
resemblances. I think there can hardly be found two
other orators, who, from small and obscure beginnings,
became so great and mighty; who both contested with
kings and tyrants; both lost their daughters, were driven
out of their country, and returned with honor; who,
flying from thence again, were both seized upon by their
enemies, and at last ended their lives with the Liberty of
their countrymen. So that if we were to suppose there
had been a trial of skill between nature and fortune, as
there is sometimes between artists, it would be hard to
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judge, whether that succeeded best in making them alike
in their dispositions and manners, or this, in the coinci-
dences of their lives. We will speak of the eldest first.
Demosthenes, the father of Demosthenes, was a citizen
of good rank and quality, as Theopompus informns us, sur-
named the Sword-maker, because he had a large work-
house, and kept servants skilful in that art at work. But
of that which /Eschines, the orator, said of his mother,
that she was descended of one Gylon, who fled his coun-
try upon an accusation of treason, and of a barbarian
woman, I can affirm nothing, whether he spoke true, or
slandered and maligned her. This is certain, that Demos-
thenes, being as yet but seven years old, was left by his
father in affluent circumstances, the whole value of his
estate being little short of fifteen tulents, and that he was
wronged by his guardians, part of his fortune being em-
bezzled by them, and the rest neglected; insomuch that
even his teachers were defrauded of their salaries. This
was the reason that he did not obtain the liberal educa-
tion that he should have had; besides that on account of
weakness and delicate health, his mother would not let
him exert himself, and his teachers forbore to urge him.
He was meagre and sickly from the first, and hence had
his nickname of Batalus, given him, it is said, by the boys,
in derision of his appearance ; Batalus being, as some tell
us, a certain enervated flute-player, in ridicule of whom
Antiphanes wrote a play. Others speak of Batalus as a
writer of wanton verses and drinking songs. And it
would seem that some part of the body, not decent to be
named, was at that time called dafalus by the Athenians
But the name of Argas, which also they say was a nick-
name of Demosthenes, was given him for his behavior, as
being savage and spiteful, argas being one of the poeti-
cal words for a snake; or for his disagreeable way of
speaking, Argas being the name of a poet, who com-
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posed very harshly and disagreeably. So much, as Plato
says, for such matters.

The first occasion of his eager inclination to oratory,
they say, was this. Callistratus, the orator, being to plead
in open court for Oropus, the expectation of the issue of
that cause was very great, as well for the ability of the
orator, who was then at the height of his reputation, as
also for the fame of the action itself. Therefore, Demos-
thenes, having heard the tutors and schoolmasters agree-
ing among themselves to be present at this trial, with
much importunity persuades his tutor to take him along
with him to the hearing ; who, having some acquaintance
with the doorkeepers, procured a place where the boy
might sit unseen, and hear what was said. Callistratus
having got the day, and being much admired, the boy
began to look upon his glory with a kind of emulation,
observing how he was courted on all hands, and attended
on his way by the multitude; but his wonder was more
than all excited by the power of his eloquence, which
seemed able to subdue and win over any thing. From
this time, therefore, bidding farewell to other sorts of
learning and study, he now began to exercise himself,
and to take pains in declaiming, as one that meant to be
himself also an orator. He made use of ls®us as his
guide to the art of speaking, though Isocrates at that
time was giving lessons; whether, as some say, because he
was an orphan, and was not able to pay Isocrates his
appointed fee of ten minm, or because he preferred
Ismus’s speaking, as being more business-like and effective
in actual use. Hermippus says, that he met with certain
memoirs without any authors name, in which it was
written that Demosthenes was a scholar to Plato, and
learnt much of his eloquence from him; and he also men-
tions Ctesibius, as reporting from Callias of Syracuse and
some others, that Demosthenes secretly obtained a knowl-
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edge of the systems of Isocrates and Alcidamas, and mas-
tered them thoroughly.

As soon, therefore, as he was grown up to man’s estate,
he began to go to law with his guardians, and to write
orations against them; who, in the mean time, had re-
course to various subterfuges and pleas for new trials
and Demosthenes, though he was thus, as Thucydides
says, taught his business in dangers, and by his own exer-
tions was successful in his suit, was yet unable for all this
to recover so much as a small fraction of his patrimony.
He only attained some degree of confidence in speaking,
and some competent experience in it. And having got a
taste of the honor and power which are acquired by
pleadings, he now ventured to come forth, and to under-
take public business. And, as it is said of Laomedon, the
Orchomenian, that by advice of his physician, he used to
run long distances to keep off some disease of his spleen,
and by that means having, through labor and exercise,
framed the habit of his body, he betook himself to the great
garland games,* and became one of the best runners at
the long race; so it happened to Demosthenes, who, first
venturing upon oratory for the recovery of his own pri-
vate property, by this acquired ability in speaking, and
at length, in public business, as it were in the great
games, came to have the preéminence of all competitors
in the assembly. But when he first addressed himself to
the people, he met with great discouragements, and was
derided for his strange and uncouth style, which was
cumbered with long sentences and tortured with formal
arguments to a most harsh and disagreeable excesa
Besides, he had, it seems, a weakness in his voice, a per-
plexed and indistinct utterance and a shortness of breath,

® The Olympic, Pythian, Isthmi- victors were crowned with gar-
an and Nemean Games, where the lands.
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which, by breaking and disjointing his sentences, much
obscured the sense and meaning of what he spoke. So
that in the end, being quite disheartened, he forsook the
assembly ; and as he was walking carelessly and saunter-
ing about the Pirsus, Eunomus, the Thriasian, then a very
old man, seeing him, upbraided him, saying that his dic-
tion was very much like that of Pericles, and that he was
wanting to himself through cowardice and meanness of
spirit, neither bearing up with courage against popular
outery, nor fitting his body for action, but suffering it to
languish through mere sloth and negligence.

Another time, when the assembly had refused to hear
him, and he was going home with his head muffled up,
taking it very heavily, they relate that Satyrus, the actor,
followed him, and being his familiar acquaintance, en-
tered into conversation with him. To whom, when De-
mosthenes bemoaned himself, that having been the most
industrious of all the pleaders, and having almost spent
the whole strength and vigor of his body in that employ-
ment, he could not yet find any acceptance with the
people, that drunken sots, mariners, and illiterate fellows
were heard, and had the hustings for their own, while he
himself was despised, “You say true, Demosthenes,”
replied Satyrus, “but I will quickly remedy the cause of
all this, if you will repeat to me some passage out of
Euripides or Sophocles” Which when Demosthenes had
pronounced, Satyrus presently taking it up after him,
gave the same passage, in his rendering of it, such a new
form, by accompanying it with the proper mien and ges-
ture, that to Demosthenes it seemed quite another thing.
By this being convinced how much grace and ornament
language acquires from action, he began to esteem it a
small matter, and as good as nothing for a man to exer-
cise himself in declaiming, if he neglected enunciation
and delivery. Hereupon he built himself a place to study
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in under ground, (which was still remaining in our time,)
and hither he would come constantly every day to form
his action, and to exercise his voice; and here he would
continue, oftentimes without intermission, two or three
months together, shaving one half of his head, that so for
shame he might not go abroad, though he desired it ever
so much.

Nor was this all, but he also made his conversation
with people abroad, his common speech, and his business,
subservient to his studies, taking from hence occasions
and arguments as matter to work upon. For as soon as
he was parted from his company, down he would go at
once into his study, and run over every thing in order
that had passed, and the reasons that might be alleged
for and against it. Any speeches, also, that he was pres-
ent at, he would go over again with himself, and reduce
into periods; and whatever others spoke to him, or
he to them, he would correct, transform, and vary several
ways. Hence it was, that he was looked upon as a person
of no great natural genius, but one who owed all the
power and ability he had in speaking to labor and indus-
try. Of the truth of which it was thought to be no small
sign, that he was very rarely heard to speak upon the
occasion, but though he were by name frequently called
upon by the people, as he sat in the assembly, yet he
would not rise unless he had previously considered the
subject, and came prepared for it. So that many of the
popular pleaders used to make it a jest against him ; and
Pytheas once, scoffing at him, said that his arguments
smelt of the lamp. To which Demosthenes gave the
sharp answer, “ It is true, indeed, Pytheas, that your lamp
and mine are not conscious of the same things” To
others, however, he would not much deny it, but would
admit frankly enough, that he neither entirely wrote his
speeches beforehand, nor yet spoke wholly extempore
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And he would affirm, that it was the more truly popular
act to use premeditation, such preparation being a kind
of respect to the people; whereas, to slight and take no
care how what is said is likely to be received by the
audience, shows something of an oligarchical temper, and
is the course of one that intends force rather than persua
sion. Of his want of courage and assurance to speak off-
hand, they make it also another argument, that when he
was at a loss, and discomposed, Demades would often rise
up on the sudden to support him, but he was never ob-
served to do the same for Demades.

Whence then, may some say, was it, that Alschines
speaks of him as a person so much to be wondered at for
his boldness in speaking? Or, how could it be, when
Python, the Byzantine, “ with so much confidence and
such a torrent of words inveighed against”* the Athe-
nians, that Demosthenes alone stood up to oppose him ?
Or, when Lamachus, the Myringan, had written a pane-
gyric upon king Philip and Alexander, in which he
uttered many things in reproach of the Thebans and
Olynthians, and at the Olympic Games recited it publicly,
how was it, that he, rising up, and recounting historically
and demonstratively what benefits and advantages all
Greece had received from the Thebans and Chalcidians,
and on the contrary, what mischiefs the flatterers of the
Macedonians had brought upon it, so turned the minds of
all that were present that the sophist, in alarm at the
outcry against him, secretly made his way out of the
assembly ? But Demosthenes, it should seem, regarded
other points in the character of Pericles to be unsuited
to him ; but his reserve and his sustained manner, and his
forbearing to speak on the sudden, or upon every occa-
sion, as being the things to which principally he owed his

® These are his own words, quoted from the Oration on the Crown.
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greatness, these he followed, and endeavored to hnitate,
neither wholly neglecting the glory which present occa-
sion offered, nor yet willing too often to expose his
faculty to the mercy of chance. For, in fact, the orations
which were spoken by him had much more of bold-
ness and confidence in them than those that he wrote, if
we may believe Eratosthenes, Demetrius the Phalerian,
and the Comedians. Eratosthenes says that often in his
speaking he would be transported into a kind of ecstasy,
and Demetrius, that he uttered the famous metrical adju-
ration to the people,

By the earth, the springs, the rivers, and the streams,

as a man inspired, and beside himself. One of the come-
dians calls him a rhopoperperethras* and another scoffs at
him for his use of antithesis: —

And what he took, took back ; a phrase to please
The very fancy of Demosthenes.

Unless, indeed, this also is meant by Antiphanes for a jest
upon the speech on Halonesus, which Demosthenes ad-
vised the Athenians not to fake at Philip’s hands, but to
take back.t

All, however, used to consider Demades, in the mere
use of his natural gifts, an orator impossible to surpass,
and that in what he spoke on the sudden, he excelled all

* A loud declaimer about petty

exz;essly understood that they took
matters ; from rhopos, sraall wares, it back ;

Philip had no right to give

and perperos, a loud talker.

t Halonesus had belonged to
Athens, but had been seized by
irates, from whom Philip took it.

e was willing to make a present
of it to the Athenians, but Demos-
thenes warned them not on any
ascount to lake it, unless it were

what it was his duty to give back.
The diatinction thus put was appar-
ently the subject of a great deal of
pleasantry. Athenmus quotes five
other passages from the comic wri-
ters, playing uopon it in the same
way.
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the study and preparation of Demosthenes. And Ariston,
the Chian, has recorded a judgment which Theophrastus
passed upon the orators; for being asked what kind of
orator he accounted Demosthenes, he answered, “ Worthy
of the city of Athens;” and then, what he thought of
Demades, he answered, “ Above it” And the same philos-
sopher reports, that Polyeuctus, the Sphettian, one of the
Athenian politicians about that time, was wont to say,
that Demosthenes was the greatest orator, but Phocion
the ablest, as he expressed the most sense in the fewest
words. And, indeed, it is related, that Demosthenes him-
self, as often as Phocion stood up to plead against him,
would say to his acquaintance, “ Here comes the knife to
my speech.” Yet it does not appear whether he had this
feeling for his powers of speaking, or for his life and
character, and meant to say that one word or nod from a
man who was really trusted, would go further than a
thousand lengthy periods from others.

Demetriug, the Phalerian, tells us, that he was informed
by Demosthenes himself, now grown old, that the way»
he made use of to remedy his natural bodily infirmities
and defects were such as these ; his inarticulate and stam-
mering pronunciation he overcame and rendered more
distinct by speaking with pebbles in his mouth; his voice
he disciplined by declaiming and reciting speeches or
verses when he was out of breath, while running or going
up steep places; and that in his house he had a large
looking-glass, before which he would stand and go through
his exercises. It is told that some one once came to
request his assistance as a pleader, and related how he
had been assaulted and beaten. ¢ Certainly,” said Demos-
thenes, “ nothing of the kind can have happened to you”
Upon which the other, raising his voice, exclaimed loudly,
“ What, Demosthenes, nothing has been done to me?”
“ Ah,” replied Demosthenes, “ now 1 hear the voice of one



12 DEMOSTHENES.

that has been injured and beaten” Of so great conse
quence towards the gaining of belief did he esteem the
tone and action of the speaker. The action which he
used himself was wonderfully pleasing to the common
people; but by well-educated people, as, for example, by
Demetrius, the Phalerian, it was looked upon as mean,
humiliating, and unmanly. And Hermippus says of
ZEsion, that, being asked his opinion concerning the an-
cient orators and those of his own time, he answered that
it was admirable to see with what composure and in what
high style they addressed themselves to the people; but
that the orations of Demosthenes, when they are read,
certainly appear to be superior in point of construction,
and more effective* His written speeches, beyond all
question, are characterized by austere tone and by their
severity. In his extempore retorts and rejoinders, he
allowed himself the use of jest and mockery. When
Demades said, “ Demosthenes teach me! So might the
sow teach Minerva!” he replied, “ Was it this Minerva,
that was lately found playing the harlot in Collytus?”
When a thief, who had the nickname of the Brazen, was
attempting to upbraid him for sitting up late, and writing
by candlelight, “ I know very well,” said he, “that you
had rather have all lights out; and wonder not, O ye
men of Athens, at the many robberies which are com-
mitted, since we have thieves of brass and walls of clay.”
But on these points, though we have much more to men-

* Zsion was a fellow scholar
with Demosthenes. The compari-
son in his remarks gives the supe-
riority in manner to the old speak-
ers, whom he remembered in his
youth, but in construction, to De-
mosthenes, his contemporary.

t “ Sus Minervam,” the prov-
erb. Collytus, together with Melite,
formed the south-west, and, appar-

ently, the more agreeable part of
Athens.  Plutarch, consoling a
friend who was banished from his
native city, tells him people cannot
all live where they like best; it is
not every Athenian can live in
Coliytus, nor does a man consider
himself a miserable exile, who has
to leave a house in Melite and
take one in Diomesa
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tion, we will add nothing at present. We will proceed to
ke an estimate of his character from his actions and his
life as a statesman.

His first entering into public business was much about
the time of the Phocian war, as himself affirms, and may
be collected from his Philippic orations. For of these,
some were made after that action was over, and the ear-
liest of them refer to its concluding events. It is certain
that he engaged in the accusation of Midias when he was
but two and thirty years old, having as yet no interest or
reputation as a politician. And this it was, I consider,
that induced him to withdraw the action, and accept a
sum of money as a compromise. For of himself

He was no easy or good-natured man,

but of a determined disposition, and resolute to see him-
self righted ; however, finding it a hard matter and above
his strength to deal with Midias, a man so well secured
on all sides with money, eloquence, and friends, he
yielded to the entreaties of those who interceded for him.
But had he seen any hopes or possibility of prevailing, 1
cannot believe that three thousand drachmas could have
taken off the edge of his revenge. The object which he
chose for himself in the commonwealth was noble and
just, the defence of the Grecians aguinst Philip; and in
this he behaved himself so worthily that he soon grew
famous, and excited attention everywhere for his elo-
quence and courage in speaking. He was admired
through all Greece, the king of Persia courted him, and
by Philip himself he was more esteemed than all the
other orators. His very enemies were forced to confess
that they had to do with a man of mark; for such a
character even Aschines and Hyperides give him, where
they accuse and speak against him.
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So that I cannot imagine what ground Theopompus
bad to say, that Demosthenes was of a fickle, unsettled
disposition, and could not long continue firm either to the
rame men or the same affairs; whereas the contrary is
most apparent, for the same party and post in politics
which he held from the beginning, to these he kept con-
stant to the end; and was so far from leaving them while
he lived, that he chose rather to forsake his life than his
purpose. He was never heard to apologize for shifting
sides like Demades, who would say, he often spoke
against himself, but never against the city; nor as Me-
lanopus, who, being generally against Callistratus, but
being often bribed off with money, was wont to tell the
people, “ The man indeed is my enemy, but we must sub-
mit for the good of our country;” nor again as Nicode-
mus, the Messenian, who having first appeared on Cas
sander’s side, and afterwarde taken part with Demetrius,
said the two things were not in themselves contrary, it
being always most advisable to obey the conqueror. We
have nothing of this kind to say against Demosthenes, as
one who would turn aside or prevaricate, either in word
or deed. There could not have been less variation in his
public acts if they had all been played, so to say, from
first to last, from the same score. Panstius, the philoso-
pher, said, that most of his orations are so written, as if
they were to prove this onme conclusion, that what is
honest and virtuous is for itself only to be chosen; as
that of the Crown, that against Aristocrates, that for the
Immunities, and the Philippics; in all which he persuades
his fellow-citizens to pursue not that which seems most
pleasant, easy, or profitable; but declares over and over
again, that they ought in the first place to prefer that
which i8 just and honorable, before their own safety and
preservation. So that if he had kept his hands clean, if
his courage for the wars had been answerable to the
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generosity of his principles, and the dignity of his ora
tions, he might deservedly have his name placed, not in
the number of such orators as Mcerocles, Polyeuctus, and
Hyperides, but in the highest rank with Cimon, Thucyd-
ides, and Pericles.

Certainly amongst those who were contemporary with
him, Phocion, though he appeared on the less commend-
able side in the commonwealth, and was counted as one of
the Macedonian party, nevertheless, by his courage and his
honesty, procured himself a name not inferior to those of
Ephialtes, Aristides, and Cimon. But Demosthenes, being
neither fit to be relied on for courage in arms, as Deme-
trius says, nor on all sides inaccessible to bribery (for
how invincible soever he was against the gifts of Philip
and the Macedonians, yet elsewhere he lay open to
assault, and was overpowered by the gold which came
down from Susa and Ecbatana), was therefore esteemed
better able to recommend than to imitate the virtues of
past times. And yet (excepting only Phocion), even in
his life and manners, he far surpassed the other orators
of his time. None of them addressed the people so boldly;
he attacked the faults, and opposed himself to the un-
reasonable desires of the multitude, as may be seen in his
orations. Theopompus writes, that the Athenians having
by name selected Demosthenes, and called upon him to
accuse a certain person, he refused to do it; upon which
the assembly being all in an uproar, he rose up and said,
“ Your counsellor, whether you will or no, O ye men of
Athens, you shall always have me; but a sycophant or
false accuser, though you would have me, I shall never
be”  And his conduct in the case of Antiphon was per-
fectly aristocratical; whom, after he had been acquitted
in the assembly, he took and brought before the court of
Arcopagus, and, setting at naught the displeasure of the
people, convicted him there of having promised Philip to
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burn the arsenal; whereupon the man was condemned
by that court, and suffered for it. He accused, also,
Theoris, the priestess, amongst other misdemeanors, of
having instructed and taught the slaves to deceive and
cheat their masters, for which the sentence of death
passed upon her, and she was executed.

The oration which Apollodorus made use of, and by it
carried the cause against Timotheus, the general, in an
action of debt, it is said was written for him by Demos
thenes; as also those against Phormion and Stephanus,
in which latter case he was thought to have acted dis-
honorably, for the speech which Phormion used against
Apollodorus was also of his making ; he, as it were, hav-
ing simply furnished two adversaries out of the same
shop with weapons to wound one another. Of his ora-
tions addressed to the public assemblies, that against
Androtion, and those against Timocrates and Aristocrates,
were written for others, before he had come forward him-
gelf as a politician. They were composed, it seems, when
he was but seven or eight and twenty years old. That
against Aristogiton, and that for the Immunities, he
spoke himself, at the request, as he says, of Ctesippus, the
son of Chabrias, but, as some say, out of courtship to the
young man’s mother. Though, in fact, he did not marry
her, for his wife was a woman of Samos, as Demetrius,
the Magnesian, writes, in his book on Persons of the same
Name. It is not certain whether his oration against
Alschines, for Misconduct as Ambassador, was ever spoken ;
although Idomeneus says that Aschines wanted only
thirty voices to condemn him. But this seems not to be
correct, at least so far as may be conjectured from both
their orations concerning the Crown; for in these, neither
of them speaks clearly or directly of it, as a cause that
ever came to trial. But let others decide this contro-
versy.
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It was evideut, even in time of peace, what course
Demosthenes would steer in the commonwealth ; for
whatever was done by the Macedonian, he criticized and
found fault with, and upon all occasions was stirring up
the people of Athens, and inflaming them against him.
Therefore, in the court of Philip, no man was so much
talked of, or of so great account as he; and when he
carue thither, one of the ten ambassadors who were sent
into Macedonia, though all had audience given them, yet
his speech was answered with most care and exactness.
But in other respects, Philip entertained him not so hon-
orably as the rest, neither did he show him the same
kindness and civility with which he applied himself to
the party of Aschines and Philocrates. So that, when
the others commended Philip for his able speaking, his
beautiful person, nay, and also for his good companion-
ship in drinking, Demosthenes could not refrain from
cavilling at these praises; the first, he said, was a quality
which might well enough become a rhetorician, the
second a woman, and the last was only the property of a
sponge; no one of them was the proper commendation
of a prince.

But when things came at last to war, Philip on the one
side being not able to live in peace, and the Athenians, on
the other side, being stirred up by Demosthenes, the first
action he put them upon was the reducing of Eubcea,
which, by the treachery of the tyrants, was brought under
subjection to Philip. And on his proposition, the decree
was voted, and they crossed over thither and chased the
Macedonians out of the island. The next, was the relief
of the Byzantines and Perinthians, whom the Macedo-
nians at that time were attacking. He persuaded the
people to lay aside their enmity against these cities, to
forget the offences committed by them in the Confederate
War, and to send them such succors as eventually saved
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and secured them. Not long after, he undertook an em-
bassy throngh the States of Greece, which he solicited
and so far incensed against Philip, that, a few only ex-
cepted, he brought them all into a general league. So
that, besides the forces composed of the citizens them-
selves, there was an army consisting of fifteen thousand
foot and two thousand horse, and the money to pay
these strangers was levied and brought in with great
cheerfulness. On which occasion it was, says Theophra-
stus, on the allies requesting that their contributions for
the war might be ascertained and stated, Crobylus, the
orator, made use of the saying, “ War can’t be fed at so
much a day.” Now was all Greece up in arms, and in
great expectation what would be the event. The Euboe
ans, the Achwmans, the Corinthians, the Megarians, the
Leucadiany, and Corcyraeans, their people and their
cities, were all joined together in a league. But the
Lardest task was yet behind, left for Demosthenes, to
draw the Thebans into this confederacy with the rest.
Their country bordered next upon Attica, they had great
forces for the war, and at that time they were accounted
the best soldiers of all Greece, but it was no easy matter
to make them break with Philip, who, by many good
offices, had so lately obliged them in the Phocian war;
especially considering how the subjects of dispute and
varinnce between the two cities were continually renewed
and exasperated by petty quarrels, arising out of the
proximity of their frontiers.

But after Philip, being now grown high and puffed up
with his good success at Amphissa, on & sudden surprised
Elatea and possessed himself of Phocis, and the Athe
nians were in a great consternation, none durst ven
ture to rise up to speak, no one knew what to say, all
were at a loss, and the whole assembly in silence and per-
plexity, in this extremity of affairs, Demosthenes was
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the only man who appeared, his counsel to them being
alliance with the Thebans. And having in other ways
encouraged the people, and, as his manner was, raised
their spirits up with hopes, he, with some others, was sent
ambassador to Thebes. To oppose him, as Marsyas says,
Philip also sent thither his envoys, Amyntas and Clear-
chus, two Macedonians, besides Daochus, a Thessalian,
and Thrasydseus. Now the Thebans, in their consulta-
tions, were well enough aware what suited best with their
own interest, but every one had before his eyes the
terrors of war, and their losses in the Phocian troubles
were still recent: but such was the force and power of
the orator, funning up, as Theopompus says, their cour-
age, and firing their emulation, that casting away every
thought of prudence, fear, or obligation, in a sort of
divine possession, they chose the path of honor, to which
his words invited them. And this success thus accom-
plished by an orator, was thought to be so glorious and
of such consequence, that Philip immediately sent heralds
to treat and petition for a peace : all Greece was aroused,
and up in arms to help. And the commanders-in-chief,
not only of Attica, but of Beeotia, applied themselves to
Demosthenes, and observed his directions. He managed
all the assemblies of the Thebans, no less than those of
the Athenians; he was beloved both by the one and by
the other, and exercised the same supreme authority
with both ; and that not by unfair means, or without just
cause, a8 Theopompus professes, but indeed it was no
more than was due to his merit.

But there was, it should seem, some divinely-ordered
fortune, commissioned, in the revolution of things, to put
a period at this time to the liberty of Greece, which op-
posed and thwarted all their actions, and by many signs
foretold what should happen. Such were the sad predic-
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tions uttered by the Pythian priestess, and this old oracle
cited out of the Sibyl’s verses, —

The battle on Thermodon that shall be

Safe at a distance T desire to see,

Far, like an eagle, watching in the air.

Conquered shall weep, and conqueror perish there.

This Thermodon, they say, ia a little rivulet here in
our country in Cheeronea, running into the Cephisus.
But we know of none that is so called at the present
time ; and can only conjecture that the streamlet which
is now called Hemon, and runs by the Temple of Her
citles, where the Grecians were encamped, might perhaps
in those days be called Thermodon, and after the fight,
being filled with blood and dead bodies, upon this occa-
sion, as we guess, might change its old name for that
which it now bears. Yet Duris says that this Thermo-
don was no river, but that some of the soldiers, as they
were pitching their tents and digging trenches about
them, found a small stone statue, which, by-the inscrip-
tion, appeared to be the figure of Thermodon, carrying
a wounded Amazon in his arms; and that there was
another oracle current about it, as follows : —

The battle on Thermodon that shall be,
Fail not, black raven, to attend and see ;
The flesh of men shall there abound for thee.

In fine, it i8 not easy to determine what is the truth.
But of Demosthenes it is said, that he had such great
confidence in the Grecian forces, and was so excited by
the sight of the courage and resolution of so many brave
men ready to engage the enemy, that he would by no
means endure they should give any heed to oracles, or
hearken to prophecies, but gave out that he suspected
even the prophetess herself, as if she had been tampered
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with to speak in favor of Philip. The Thebans he
put in mind of Epaminondes, the Athenians, of Pericles
who always took their own measures and governed their
actions by reason, looking upon things of this kind as
mere pretexts for cowardice. Thus far, therefore, De-
mosthenes acquitted himself like a brave man. But in
the fight he did nothing honorable, nor was his perform-
ance answerable to his speeches. For he fled, deserting
his place disgracefully, and throwing away his arms, not
ashamed, as Pytheas observed, to belie the inscription
written on his shield, in letters of gold, « With good for-
tune.”

In the mean time Philip, in the first moment of vic-
tory, was so transported with joy, that he grew extrave
gant, and going out, after he had drunk largely, to visit
the dead bodies, he chanted the first words of the decree
that had been passed on the motion of Demosthenes,

The motion of Demosthenes, Demosthenes’s son,*®

dividing it metrically into feet, and marking the beats.

But when he came to himself, and had well considered
the danger he was lately under, he could not forbear from
shuddering at the wonderful ability and power of an
orator who had made him hazard his life and empire on
the issue of a few brief hours. The fame of it also
reached even to the court of Persia, and the king scnt
letters to his lieutenants, commanding them to supply
Demosthenes with money, and to pay every attention to
him, as the only man of all the Grecians who was able to
give Philip occupation and find employment for his forces
near home, in the troubles of Greece. This afterwards

® Demosthenes Demosthenous, motion,” —the usual form of the
Paianieus, tad’ eipen. “ Demosthe- commencement of the Votes of the
nes, the son of Demosthenes, of Athenian Assembly.
the Pwmanian township, made this



22 DEMOSTHENES.

came to the knowledge of Alexander, by certain letters
of Demosthenes which he found at Sardis, and by other
papers of the Persian officers, stating the large sums which
had been given him.

At this time, however, upon the ill success which now
happened to the Grecians, those of the contrary faction in
the commonwealth fell foul upon Demosthenes, and took
the opportunity to frame several informations and indict-
ments against him. But the people not only acquitted
him of these accusations, but continued towards him their
former respect, and still invited him, as a man that meant
well, to take a part in public affairs. Insomuch that
when the bones of those who had been slain at Cheseronea
were brought home to be solemnly interred, Demos
thenes was the man they chose to make the funeral ora-
tion. They did not show, under the misfortunes which
befell them, a base or ignoble mind, as Theopompus writes
in his exaggerated style, but, on the contrary, by the
honor and respect paid to their counsellor, they made it
appear that they were noway dissatisfied with the coun-
sels he had given them. The speech, therefore, was spoken
by Demosthenes. But the subsequent decrees he would
not allow to be passed in his own name, but made use of
those of his friends, one after another, looking upon his
own as unfortunate and inauspicious; till at length he
took courage again after the death of Philip, who did not
long outlive his victory at Cheeronea. And this, it seems,
wus that which was foretold in the last verse of the
oracle,

Conquered shall weep, and conqueror perish there,

Demosthenes had secret intelligence of the death of
Philip, and laying hold of this opportunity to prepossess
the people with courage and better hopes for the future,
he came into the assembly with a cheerful countenance
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pretending to have had a dream that presaged some great
good fortune for Athens; and, not long after, arrived the
messengers who brought the news of Philip’s death. No
sooner had the people received it, but immediately they
offered sacrifice to the gods, and decreed that Pausanias
should be presented with a crown. Demosthenes ap-
peared publicly in a rich dress, with a chaplet on his
head, though it were but the seventh day since the death
of his daughter, as is said by Atschines, who upbraids him
upon this account, and rails at him as one void of natu-
ral affection towards his children. Whereas, indeed, he
rather betrays himself to be of a poor, low spirit, and
effeminate mind, if he really means to make wailings and
lamentation the only signs of a gentle and affectionate
nature, and to condemn those who bear such accidents
with more temper and less passion. For my own part,
I cannot say that the behavior.of the Athenians on this
occasion was wise or honorable, to crown themselves with
garlands and to sacrifice to the Gods for the death of a
Prince who, in the midst of his success and victories,
when they were a conquered people, had used them with
s0 much clemency and humanity. For besides provok-
ing fortune, it was a base thing, and unworthy in itself, to
make him a citizen of Athens, and pay him honors while
he lived, and yet as soon as he fell by another’s hand,
to set no bounds to their jollity, to insult over him dead,
and to sing triumphant songs of victory, as if by their
own valor they had vanquished him. I must at the
same time commend the behavior of Demosthenes, who,
leaving tears and lamentations and domestic sorrows to
the women, made it his business to attend to the interests
of the commonwealth. And I think it the duty of him
who would be accounted to have a soul truly valiant,
and fit for government, that, standing always firm to the
common good, and letting private griefs and troubles find
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their compensation in public blessings, he should main
tain the dignity of his character and station, much more
than actors who represent the persons of kings and
tyrants, who, we see, when they either laugh or weep on
the stage, follow, not their own private inclinations, but
the course consistent with the subject and with their
position. And if, moreover, when our neighbor is in
misfortune, it is not our duty to forbear offering any
consolation, but rather to say whatever may tend to
cheer him, and to invite his attention to any agreeable
objects, just as we tell people who are troubled with sore
eyes, to withdraw their sight from bright and offensive
colors to green, and those of a softer mixture, from
whence can a man seek, in his own case, better argu-
ments of consolation for afflictions in his family, than
from the prosperity of his country, by making public
and domestic chances count, so to say, together, and the
better fortune of the state obscure and conceal the less
happy circumstances of the individual. I have been in-
duced to say so much, because I have known many read-
ers melted by Aschines’s language into a soft and un-
manly tenderness.

But now to return to my narrative. The cities of
Greece were inspirited once more by the efforts of De-
mosthenes to form a league together. The Thebans
whom he had provided with arms, set upon their gar-
rison, and slew many of them; the Athenians made
preparations to join their forces with them; Demosthe-
nes ruled supreme in the popular assembly, and wrote
letters to the Persian officers who commanded under the
king in Asia, inciting them to make war upon the Mace-
donian, calling him child and simpleton.* But as soon

* Margites, the name of the char- who, though fully grown up, has

acter held up to ridicule in an old never attained the sense or wits of
poem ascribed to Homer.— the boy, a man.
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as Alexander had settled matters in his own country, and
came in person with his army into Beeotia, down fell the
courage of the Athenians, und Demosthenes was hushed ;
the Thebans, deserted by them, fought by themselves,
and lost their city. After which, the people of Athens,
all in distress and great perplexity, resolved to send
ambassadors to Alexander, and amongst others, made
choice of Demosthenes for one; but his heart failing
him for fear of the king’s anger, he returned back from
Cithzron, and left the embassy. In the mean time, Alex-
ander sent to Athens, requiring ten of their orators to be
delivered up to him, as Idomeneus and Duris have reported,
but as the most and best historians say, he demanded
these eight only, — Demosthenes, Polyeuctus, Ephialtes,
Lycurgus, Moerocles, Demon, Callisthenes, and Charide-
mus. It was upon this occasion that Demosthenes re-
lated to them the fable in which the sheep are said to
deliver up their dogs to the wolves; himself and those
who with him contended for the people’s safety, being,
in his comparison, the dogs that defended the flock, and
Alexander “the Macedonian arch wolf” He further told
them, “ As we see corn-masters sell their whole stock by
a few grains of wheat which they carry about with them
in a dish, as & sample of the rest, so you, by delivering
up us, who are but a few, do at the same time unawares
surrender up yourselves all together with us;” so we find
it related in the history of Aristobulus, the Cassandrian.
The Athenians were deliberating, and at a loss what to
do, when Demades, having agreed with the persons whom
Alexander had demanded, for five talents, undertook to
go ambassador, and to intercede with the king for them ;
and, whether it was that he relied on his friendship and
kindness, or that he hoped to find him satiated, as a lion
glutted with slaughter, he certainly went, and prevailed
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with him both to pardon the men, and to be reconciled
to the city.

So he and his friends, when Alexander went away,
were great men, and Demosthenes was quite put aside.
Yet when Agis, the Spartan, made his insurrection, he also
for a short time attempted a movement in his favor; but
be soon shrunk back again, as the Athenians would not
take any part in it, and, Agis being slain, the Lacedemo-
pians were vanquished. During this time it was that the
indictment against Ctesiphon, concerning the Crown, was
brought to trial. The action was commenced a little be-
fore the battle in Ch®ronea, when Charondas was archon,
but it was not proceeded with till about ten years after,
Aristophon being then archon. Never was any public
cause more celebrated than this, alike for the fame of the
orators, and for the generous courage of the judges, who,
though at that time the accusers of Demosthenes were
in the height of power, and supported by all the favor of
the Macedonians, yet would not give judgment against
hirm, but acquitted him so honorably, that Aschines did
not obtain the fifth part of their suffrages on his side, so
that, immediately after, he left the city, and spent the
rest of his life in teaching rhetoric about the island of
Rhodes, and upon the continent in Ionia.

It was not long after that Harpalus fled from Alexan-
der, and came to Athens out of Asia; knowing himself
guilty of many misdeeds into which his love of luxury
bad led him, and fearing the king, who was now grown
terrible even to his best friends. Yet this man had no
sooner addressed himself to the people, and delivered up
his goods, his ships, and himself to their disposal, but the
other orators of the town had their eyes quickly fixed
upon his money, and came in to his assistance, persuading
the Athenians to receive and protect their suppliant.
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Demosthenes at first gave advice to chase him out of the
country, and to beware lest they involved their city in a
war upon an unnecessary and unjust occasion. But some
few days after, as they were taking an account of the
treasure, Harpalus, perceiving how much he was pleased
with a cup of Persian manufucture, and how curiously he
surveyed the sculpture and fashion of it, desired him to
poise it in his hand, and consider the weight of the gold.
Demosthenes, being amazed to feel how heavy it was, asked
him what weight it came fo. “To you,” said Harpalus
smiling, « it shall come with twenty talents” And present-
ly after, when night drew on, he sent him the cup with
so many talents. Harpalus, it seems, was a person of sin-
gular skill to discern a man’s covetousness by the air of his
countenance, and the look and movements of his eyes.
For Demosthenes could not resist the temptation, but ad-
mitting the present, like an armed garrison, into the cita-
del of his house, he surrendered himself up to the interest
of Harpalus. The next day, he came into the assembly
with his neck swathed about with wool and rollers, and
when they called on him to rise up and speak, he made
signs as if he had lost his voice. But the wits, turning the
matter to ridicule, said that certainly the orator had been
seized that night with no other than a silver quinsy.
And soon after, the people, becoming aware of the bribery,
grew angry, and would not suffer him to speak, or make
any apology for himself, but ran him down with noise;
and one man stood up, and cried out, “ What, ye men of
Athens, will you not hear the cup-bearer?” So at length
they banished Harpalus out of the city; and fearing lest
they should be called to account for the treasure which
the orators had purloined, they made a strict inquiry,
going from house to house; omly Callicles, the son of
Arrhenidas, who was newly married, they would not suf-
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fer to be searched, out of respect, as Theopompus writes,
to the bride, who was within.

Demosthenes resisted the inquisition, and proposed a
decree to refer the business to the court of Areopagus,
and to punish those whom that court should find guilty.
But being himself one of the first whom the court con-
demned, when he came to the bar, he was fined fifty talents,
and committed to prison; where, out of shame of the
crime for which he was condemned, and through the
weakness of his body, growing incapable of supporting
the confinement, he made his escape, by the carclessness
of some and by the connivance of vthers of the citizens.
We are told, at least, that he had not fled far from the
city, when, finding that he was pursued by some of those
who had been his adversaries, he endeavored to hide him-
gelf. DBut when they called him by hix name, and coming
up nearer to him, desired he would accept from them
some money which they had brought from home as
a provision for his journey, and to that purpose only
had followed him, when they entreated him to take
courage, and to bear up against his misfortune, he burst
out into much greater lamentation, saying, “ But how i3
it possible to support myself under so heavy an affliction,
gince I leave a city in which I have such encmies, as in
any other it is not easy to find friends” He did not show
much fortitude in his banishment, spending his time for
the most part in /KEgina and Troezen, and, with tears in
his eyes, looking towards the country of Attica. And
there remain upon record some sayings of his, little re-
sembling those sentiments of generosity and bravery
which he used to express when he had the management
of the commonwealth. For, as he was departing out of
the city, it is reported, he lifted up his hands towards
the Acropolis, and said, “ O Lady Minerva, how is it that
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thou takest delight in three such fierce untractable beasts,
the owl, the snake, and the people?” The young men
that came to visit and converse with him, he deterred
from meddling with state affairs, telling them, that if at
first two ways had been proposed to him, the one leading
to the speaker’s stand and the assembly, the other going
direct to destruction, and he could have foreseen the many
evils which attend those who deal in public business, such
as fears, envies, calumnies, and contentions, he would
certainly have taken that which led straight on to his
death.

But now happened the death of Alexander, while De-
mosthenes was in this banishment which we have been
speaking of. And the Grecians were once again up in
arms, encouraged by the brave attempts of Leosthenes,
who was then drawing a circumvallation about Antipater,
whom he held close besieged in Lamia. Pytheas, there-
fore, the orator, and Callimedon, called the Crab, fled from
Athens, and taking sides with Antipater, went about with
his friends and ambassadors to keep the Grecians from
revolting and taking part with the Athenians. But, on
the other side, Demosthenes, associating himself with the
ambassadors that came from Athens, used his utmost en-
deavors and gave them his best assistance in persuading
the cities to fall unanimously upon the Macedonians, and
to drive them out of Greece. Phylarchus says that in
Arcadia there happened a rencounter between Pytheas
and Demosthenes, which came at last to downright rail:
ing, while the one pleaded for the Macedonians, and the
other for the Grecians. Pytheas said, that as we always
suppose there is some disease in the family to which they
bring asses’ milk, so wherever there comes an embassy
from Athens, that city must needs be indisposed. And
Demosthenes answered him, retorting the comparison :
“ Asses’ milk is hrought to restore health, and the Athe
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nians come for the safety and recovery of the sick”
With this conduct the people of Athens were so well
pleased, that they decreed the recall of Dewmosthenes from
banishment. The decree was brought in by Demon the
Paanian, cousin to Demosthenes. So they sent him a ship
to Agina, and he landed at the port of Piraeus, where he
was met and joyfully received by all the citizens, not so
much as an Archon or a priest staying behind. And
Demetrius, the Magnesian, says, that he lifted up his hands
towards heaven, and blessed this day of his happy return,
as far more honorable than that of Alcibiades; since he
was recalled by his countrymen, not through any force
or constraint put upon them, but by their own good-will
and free inclinations. There remained only his pecuniary
fine, which, according to law, could not be remitted by
the people. But they found out a way to elude the law.
It was a custom with them to allow a certain quantity
of silver to those who were to furnish and adorn the altar
for the sacrifice of Jupiter Soter. This office, for that
turn, they bestowed on Demosthenes, and for the per-
formance of it ordered him fifty talents, the very sum in
which he was condemned.

Yet it was no long time that he enjoyed his country
after his return, the attempts of the Greeks being soon all
utterly defeated. For the battle at Cranon happened in
Metagitnion, in Bogdromion the garrison entered into
Munychia, and in the Pyanepsion following died Demos-
thenes after this manner.

Upon the report that Antipater and Craterus were
coming to Athens, Demosthenes with his party took their
opportunity to escape privily out of the city; but
sentence of death was, upon the motion of Demades,
passed upon them by the people. They dispersed them-
selves, flying some to one place, some to another; and
Antipater sent about his soldiers into all quarters to
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apprehend them. Archias was their captain, and was
thence called the exile-hunter. He was a Thurian born,
and is reported to have been an actor of tragedies, and
they say that Polus, of Zgina, the best actor of his time,
was his scholar; but Hermippus reckons Archias among
the disciples of Lacritus, the ora‘or, and Demetrius says,
he spent some time with Anaximenes. This Archias
finding Hyperides the orator, Aristonicus of Marathon,
and Himerseus, the brother of Demetrius the Phalerian, in
Agina, took them by force out of the temple of Aacus,
whither they were fled for safety, and sent them to Anti-
pater, then at Cleonse, where they were all put to death;
and Hyperides, they say, had his tongue cut out.
Demosthenes, he heard, had taken sanctuary at the
temple of Neptune in Calauria, and, crossing over thither
in some light vessels, as soon as he had landed himself,
and the Thracian spear-men that came with him, he
endeavored to persuade Demosthenes to accompany him
to Antipater, as if he should meet with no hard usage
from him. But Demosthenes, in his sleep the night be-
fore, had a strange dream. It seemed to him that he was
acting a tragedy, and contended with Archias for the
victory ; and though he acquitted himself well, and gave
good satisfaction to the spectators, yet for want of better
furniture and provision for the stage, he lost the day.
And so, while Archias was discoursing to him with many
expressions of kindness, he sate still in the same posture,
and looking up steadfastly upon him, “ O Archias,” said
he, “T am as little affected by your promises now as I
used formerly to be by your acting” Archias at this
beginning to grow angry and to threaten him, “Now,” said
Demosthenes, “ you speak like the genuine Macedonian
oracle ; before you were but acting a part. Therefore
forbear only a little, while I write a word or two home
to my family.” Having thus spoken, he withdrew into
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the temple, and taking a scroll, as if he meant to write,
he put the reed into his mouth, and biting it, as he was
wont to do when he was thoughtful or writing, he held it
there for some time. Then he bowed down his head and
covered it. The soldiers that stood at the door, supposing
all this to proceed from want of courage and fear of
death, in derision called him effeminate, and faint-hearted,
and coward. And Archias, drawing near, desired him to
rise up, and repeating the same kind things he had
spoken before, he once more promised him to make his
peace with Antipater. But Demosthenes, perceiving that
now the poison had pierced and seized his vitals, uncov-
ered his head, and fixing his eyes upon Archias, “ Now,"
gaid he, “ as soon as you please you may commence the
part of Creon in the tragedy, and cast out this body of
mine unburied. But, O gracious Neptune, I, for my part,
while I am yet alive, arise up and depart out of this
sacred place; though Antipater and the Macedonians
have not left so much as thy temple unpolluted.” After
he had thus spoken and desired to be held up, because
already he began to tremble and stagger, as he was
going forward, and passing by the altar, he fell down, and
with a groan gave up the ghost.

Ariston says that he took the poison out of a reed, as
we have shown before. But Pappus, a certain historian
whose history was recovered by Hermippus, says, that as
he fell near the altar, there was found in his scroll this
beginning only of a letter, and nothing more, “ Demo-
sthenes to Antipater.” And that when his sudden death
was much wondered at, the Thracians who guarded the
doors reported that he took the poison into his hand out
of a rag, and put it in his mouth, and that they imagined
it had been gold which he swallowed ; but the maid that
served him, being examined by the followers of Archias,
affirmed that he had worn it in a bracelet for a long time,
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as an amulet. And Eratosthenes also says that he kept
the poison in a hollow ring, and that that ring was the
bracelet which he wore about his arm. There are various
other statements made by the many authors who have
related the story, but there 18 no need to enter into their
discrepancies; yet I must not omit what is said by Demo-
chares, the relation of Demosthenes, who is of opinion, it
was not by the help of poison that he met with so sudden
and o easy a death, but that by the singular favor and
providence of the gods he was thus rescued from the cru-
elty of the Macedonians. He died on the sixteenth of
Pyanepsion, the most sad and solemn day of the
Thesmophoria, which the women observe by fasting in
the temple of the goddess.

Soon after his death, the people of Athens bestowed on
him such honors as he had deserved. They erected his
statue of brass; they decreed that the eldest of his fam-
ily should be maintained in the Prytaneum; and on
the base of his statue was engraven the famous inscrip-
tion, —

Had you for Greece been strong, as wise you were,
The Macedonian had not conquered her.

For it is simply ridiculous to say, as some have related,
that Demosthenes made these verses himself in Calauria,
as he was about to take the poison.

A little before he went to Athens, the following inci-
dent was said to have happened. A soldier, being sum-
moned to appear before his superior officer, and answer
to an accusation brought against him, put that little gold
which he had into the hands of Demosthenes’s statue.
The fingers of this statue were folded one within another,
and near it grew a small planetree, from which many
leavey, either accidentally blown thither by the wind, or
placed so on purpose by the man himself, falling to-

VOL. V. 3
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gether, and lying round about the gold, concealed it for a
long time. In the end, the soldier returned, and found
his treasure entire, and the fame of this incident was
spread abroad. And many ingenious persons of the city
competed with each other, on this occasion, to vindicate the
integrity of Demosthenes, in several epigrams which they
inade on the subject.

As for Demades, he did not long enjoy the new honors
he now came in for, divine vengeance for the death of
Demosthenes pursuing him into Macedonia, where he was
Justly put to death by those whom he had basely flat-
tered. They were weary of him before, but at this time
the guilt he lay under was manifest and undeniable. For
some of his letters were intercepted, in which he had
encouraged Perdiccas™ to fall upon Macedonia, and to
save the Grecians, who, he said, hung only by an old
rotten thread, meaning Antipater. Of this he was aco-
cused by Dinarchus, the Corinthian, and Cassander was 8o
enraged, that he first slew his son in his bosom, and then
gave orders to execute him; who might now at last, by
his own extreme misfortunes, learn the lesson, that trai-
tors, who make sale of their country, sell themselves first ;
a truth which Demosthenes had often foretold him, and
he would never believe. Thus, Sosiug, you have the life
of Demosthenes, from such accounts as we have either
read or heard concerning him.

® This, apparently, is one of Plu- o he tells the story himself in the
tarch’s rlips of memory. It was life of Phocion.
pot Perdicoms, but Antigonus; and
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It is generally said, that Helvia, the mother of Cicero,
was both well born and lived a fair life ; but of his father
nothing is reported but in extremes. For whilst some
would have him the son of a fuller, and educated in that
trade, others carry back the origin of his family to Tullus
Attius, an illustrious king of the Volscians, who wagea
war not without honor against the Romans. However,
he who first of that house was surnamed Cicero seems to
have been a person worthy to be remembered; since
those who succeeded him not only did not reject, but
were fond of that name, though vulgarly made a matter
of reproach. For the Latins call a vetch Cicer, and a nick
or dent at the tip of his nose, which resembled the open-
ing in a vetch, gave him the surname of Cicero.

Cicero, whose story 1 am writing, is said to have re- |
plied with spirit to some of his friends, who recommended
him to lay aside or change the name when he first stood
for office and engaged in politics, that he would make it
his endeavor to render the name of Cicero more glorious
than that of the Scauri and Catuli. And when he was
queestor in Sicily, and was making an offering of silver
plate to the gods, and had inscribed his two names, Mar-
cus and Tullius, instead of the third he jestingly told the

(35)
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artificer to engrave the figure of a vetch by them. Thus
much is told us about his name.

Of his birth 1t is reported, that his mother was delivered
without pain or labor, on the third of the new Calends*
the same day on which now the magistrates of Rome
pray and sacrifice for the emperor. It is said, also, that a
vision appeared to his nurse, and foretold the child she
then suckled should afterwards become a great benefit to
the Roman States. To such presages, which might in
general be thought mere fancies and idle talk, he himself
erelong gave the credit of true prophecies. For as soon
a8 he was of an age to begin to have lessons, he became
so distinguished for his talent, and got such a name and
reputation amongst the boys, that their fathers would
often wvisit the school, that they might see young Cicero,
and might be able to say that they themselves had wit-
nested the quickness and readiness in learning for which
he was renowned. And the more rude among them used
to be angry with their children, to see them, as they
walked together, receiving Cicero with respect into the
middle place. And being, as Plato would have the
scholar-like and philosophical temper, eager for every
kind of learning, and indisposed to no description of
knowledge or instruction, he showed, however, a more
peculiar “propemsity to poetry; and there is a poem now
extant, made by him when a boy, in tetrameter verse,
called Pontius Glaucus. And afterwards, when he applied
himself more curiously to these accomplishments, he had
the name of being not only the best orator, but also the
best poet of Rome. And the glory of his rhetoric still
remains, notwithstanding the many new modes in speak-
ing since his time; but his verses are forgotten and out
of all repute, so many ingenious poets having followed
him.

® The third of January.
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Leaving his juvenile studies, he became an auditor of
Philo the Academic, whom the Romans, above all the
other scholars of Clitomachus, admired for his eloquence
and loved for his character. He also sought the com-
pany of the Mucii, who were eminent statesmen and
leaders in the senate, and acquired from them a knowl-
edge of the laws. For some short time he served in armns
under Sylla, in the Marsian war. But perceiving the
commonwealth running into factions, and frorm faction all
things tending to an absolute monarchy, he betook him-
self*to a retired and contemplative life, and conversing
with the learned Greeks, devoted himself to study, till
Sylla had obtained the government, and the common-
wealth was in some kind of settlement.

At this time, Chrysogonus, Sylla’s emancipated slave,
having laid an inforination about an estate belonging to
one who was said to have been put to death by proscription,
had bought it himself for two thousand drachmas. And
when Roscius, the son and heir of the dead, complained, and
demonstrated the estate to be worth two hundred and
fifty talents, Sylla took it angrily to have his actions
questioned, and preferred a process against Roscius for
the murder of his father, Chrysogonus managing the evi-
dence. None of the advocates durst assist him, but fear-
ing the cruelty of Sylla, avoided the cause. The young
man, being thus deserted, came for refuge to Cicero.
Cicero’s friends encouraged him, saying he was not likely
ever to have a fairer and more honorable introduction to
public life; he therefore undertook the defence, carried
the cause, and got much renown for it.

But fearing Sylla, he travelled into Greece, and gave it
out that he did so for the benefit of his health. And
indeed he was lean and meagre, and had such a weakness
in his stomach, that he could take nothing but a spare
and thin diet, and that not till late in the evening. His



38 CICERO.

voice was loud and good, but so harsh and unmanaged
that in vehemence and heat of speaking he always raised
it to so high a tone, that there seemed to be reason to
fear about his health.

When he came to Athens, he was a hearer of Antio-
chus of Ascalon, with whose fluency and elegance of dic-
tion he was much taken, although he did not approve of
his innovations in doctrine. For Antiochus had now fallen
off from the New Academy, as they call it, and forsaken
the sect of Carneades, whether that he was moved by the
argument of manifestness* and the senses, or, as some say,
had been led by feelings of rivalry and opposition to the
followers of Clitomachus and Philo to change his opinions,
and in most things to embrace the doctrine of the Stoics.
But Cicero rather affected and adhered to the doctrines
of the New Academy; and purposed with himself, if he
should ‘be disappointed of any employment in the com-
monwealth, to retire hither from pleading and political
affairs, and to pass his life with quiet in the study of
philosophy.

But after he had received the news of Sylla’s death, and
his' body, strengthened again by exercise, was come to a
vigorous habit, his voice managed and rendered sweet
and full to the ear and pretty well brought into keeping
with his general constitution, his friends at Rome earnestly
soliciting him by letters, and Antiochus also urging him
to return to public affairs, he again prepared for use his
orator’s instrument of rhetoric, and summoned into action
his political faculties, diligently exercising himself in
declamations, and attending the most celebrated rhetori-

® According to s proposed cor- of the argument against the scepti-
rection, “ by the manifestness of the cal views of the New Academy as
senses.” But the enargeia, or mani- to the possibility of certain knowl-
Jestness of things seen sund felt, edge. See Cicero’s Academics,
seems to be the recognized name IL 6,
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cians of the time. He sailed from Athens for Asia and
Rhodes. Amongst the Asian masters, he conversed with
Xenocles of Adramyttium, Dionysius of Magnesia, and
Menippus of Caria; at Rhodes, he studied oratory with
Apollonius, the son of Molon, and philosophy with Posi-
donius. Apollonius, we are told, not understanding Latin,
requested Cicero to declaim in Greek. He complied wil-
lingly, thinking that his fauits would thus be better
pointed out to him. And after he finished, all his other
hearers were astonished, and contended who should praise
him most, but Apollonius, who had shown no signs of ex-
citement whilst he was hearing him, so also now, when it
was over, sate musing for some considerable time, without
any remark. And when Cicero was discomposed at this,
he said, “ You have my praise and admiration, Cicero, and
Greece my pity and commiseration, since those arts and
that eloquence which are the only glories that remain to
her, will now be transferred by you to Rome.”

And now when Cicero, full of expectation, was again
bent upon political affairs, a certain oracle blunted the
edge of his inclination; for consulting the god of Delphi
how he should attain most glory, the Pythoness answered,
by making his own genius and not the opinion of the
people the guide of his life; and therefore at first he
passed his time in Rome cautiously, and was very back-
ward in pretending to public offices, so that he was at
that time in little esteem, and had got the names, so
readily given by low and ignorant people in Rome, of
Greek and Scholar. But when his own desire of fame
and the eagerness of his father and relations had made
bim take in earnest to pleading, he made no slow or gen-
tle advance to the first place, but shone out in full lustre
at once, and far surpassed all the advocates of the bar.
At first, it is said, he, as well as Demosthenes, was de-
fective in his delivery, and on that account paid much
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attention to the instructions, sometimes of Roscius the
comedian, and sometimes of Aisop the tragedian. They
tell of this Asop, that whilst he was representing on the
theatre Atreus deliberating the revenge of Thyestes, he
wag so transported beyond himself in the heat of action,
that he struck with his sceptre one of the servants, who
was running across the stage, so violently, that he laid him
dead upon the place. And such afterwards was Cicero’s
delivery, that it did not a little contribute to render his
eloquence persuasive. He used to ridicule loud speakers,
saying that they shouted because they could not speak,
like lame men who get on horseback because they cunnot
walk. And his readiness and address in sarcasm, and gen-
erally in witty sayings, was thought to suit o pleader very
well, and to be highly attractive, but his using it to
excess offended many, and gave him the repute of ill
nature.

He was appointed quastor in a great scarcity of corn,
and had Sicily for his province, where, though at first he
displeased many, by compelling them to send in their
provisions to Rome, yet after they had had experience
of his care, justice, and clemency, they honored him more
than ever they did any of their governors before. It
happened, also, that some young Romans of good and no-
ble families, charged with neglect of discipline and mis
conduct in military service, were brought before the
praetor in Sicily. Cicero undertook their defence, which
he conducted admirably, and got them acquitted. So
returning to Rome with a great opinion of himself for
these things, a ludicrous incident befell him, as he tells us
himself. Meeting an eminent citizen in Campania, whom
he accounted his friend, he asked him what the Romans
said and thought of his actions, as if the whole city had
been filled with the glory of what he had done. His
friend asked him in reply, “ Where is it you have been,



CICERO. 41

Cicero?” This for the time utterly mortified and cast
him down, to perceive that the report of his actions had
sunk into the city of Rome as into an immense ocean,
without any visible effect or result in reputation. And
afterwards considering with himself that the glory he
contended for was an infinite thing, and that there was no
fixed end nor measure in its pursuit, he abated much of
his ambitious thoughts. Nevertheless, he was always ex-
cessively pleased with his own praise, and continued to
the very last to be passionately fond of glory; which
often interfered with the prosecution of his wisest resolu-
tions.

On beginning to apply himself more resolutely to pub-
lic business, he remarked it as an unreasonable and absurd
thing that artificers, using vessels and instruments inani-
mate, should know the name, place, and use of every one
of them, and yet the statesman, whose instruments for
carrying out public measures are men, should be negli-
gent and careless in the knowledge of persona And so
he not only acquainted himself with the names, but also
knew the particular place where every one of the more
eminent citizens dwelt, what lands he possessed, the
friends he made use of, and those that were of his neigh-
borhood, and when he travelled on any road in Italy, he
could readily name and show the estates and seats of his
friends and acquaintance. Having so spall an estate,
though a sufficient competency for his own expenses, it
was much wondered at that he took neither fees nor gifts
from his clients, and more especially, that he did not do
8o when he undertook the prosecution of Verres. This
Verres, who had been preetor of Sicily, and stood charged
by the Sicilians of many evil practices during his govern-
ment there, Cicero succeeded in getting condemned, not
by speaking, but in a manner by holding his tongue. For
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the preetors, favoring Verres, had deferred the trial by
several adjournments to the last day, in which it was evi-
dent there could not be sufficient time for the advocates
to be heard, and the cause brought to an issue. Cicero,
therefore, came forward, and said there was no need of
speeches; and after producing and examining witnesses,
he required the judges to proceed to sentence. However,
many witty sayings are on record, a8 having been used
by Cicero on the occasion. When a man named Cecilius,
one of the freed slaves, who was said to be given to Jew-
ish practices, would have put by the Sicilians, and under-
taken the prosecution of Verres himself, Cicero asked,
“What has a Jew to do with swine?” gerres being the
Roman word for a boar. And when Verres began to re-
proach Cicero with effeminate living, “You ought”
replied he, “ to use this language at home, to your sons;”
Verres having a son who had fallen into disgraceful
courses. Hortensius the orator, not daring directly to
undertake the defence of Verres, was yet persuaded to
appear for him at the laying on of the fine, and received
an ivory sphinx for his reward ; and when Cicero, in some
passage of his speech, obliquely reflected on him, and
Hortensius told him he was not skilful in solving riddles,
“No,” said Cicero, “and yet you have the Sphinx in
your house!”

Verres was thus convicted ; though Cicerd who set the
fine at seventy-five myriads* lay under the suspicion of
being corrupted by bribery to lessen the sum. But the
Sicilians, in testimony of their gratitude, came and brought
him all sorts of presents from the island, when he was

® Seventy-five ten thousands,i.e. the sum does not agree with the
780,000 drachmas; Plutarch most figures given in Cicero’s own ora-
likely counting the drachma as tions, and must be regarded as
oquivalent to the denarius. But quite uncertain.
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wdile ; of which he made no private profit himself, but
used their generosity only to reduce the public price of
provisions.

He had a very pleasant seat at Arpi,* he had also a farm
near Naples, and another about Pompeii, but neither of
any great value. The portion of his wife, Terentia,
amounted to ten myriads, and he had a bequest valued at
nine myriads of denarii; upon these he lived in a liberal
but temperate style, with the learned Greeks and Romans
that were his familiars. He rarely, if at any time, sat
down to meat till sunset, and that not so much on account
of business, as for his health and the weakness of his
stomach. He was otherwise in the care of his body nice
and delicate, appointing himself, for example, a set num-
ber of walks and rubbings. And after this manner man
aging the habit of his body, he brought it in time to be
healthful, and capable of supporting many great fatigues
and trials. His father’s house he made over to his brother,
living himself near the Palatine hill, that he might not
give the trouble of long journeys to those that made suit
to him. And, indeed, there were not fewer daily appear-
ing at his door, to do their court to him, than there wete
that came to Crassus for his riches, or to Pompey for his
power amongst the soldiers, these being at that time the
two men of the greatest repute and influence in Rome.
Nay, even Pompey himself used to pay court to Cicero,
and Cicero’s public actions did much to establish Pompey’s
authority and reputation in the state.

Numerous distinguished competitors stood with him
for the pretor’s office ; but he was chosen before them all,
and managed the decision of causes with justice and in-
tegrity. It is related that Licinius Macer, a man himself

® Plutarch calls it Arpi, which it is, of course, Arpinum, Cicero’s
is far from Rome, in Apulia, but native place.
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of great power in the city, and supported also by the
assistance of Crassus, was accused before him of extortion,
and that, in confidence on his own interest and the dili-
gence of his friends, whilst the judges were debating about
the sentence, he went to his house, where hastily trim-
ming his hair and putting on a clean gown, as alrcady
acquitted, he was setting off again to go to the Forum;
but at his hall door meeting Crassus, who told him that
he was condemned by all the votes, he went in again,
threw himself upon his bed, and died immediately. This
verdict was considered very creditable to Cicero, as show-
ing his careful management of the courts of justice. On
another occasion, Vatinius, a man of rude manners and
often insolent in court to the magistrates, who had large
swellings on his neck, came before his tribunal and made
some request, and on Cicero’s desiring further time to
consider it, told him that he himself would have made no
question about it, had he been pramtor. Cicero, turning
quickly upon him, answered, “ But I, you see, have not
the neck that you have.” *

When there were but two or three days remaining in
his office, Manilius was brought before him, and charged
with peculation. Manilius had the good opinion and
favor of the common people, and was thought to be prose-
cuted only for Pompey’s sake, whose particular friend he
was. And therefore, when he asked a space of time
before his trial, and Cicero allowed him but one day,
and that the next only, the common people grew highly
offended, because it had been the custom of the preetors
to allow ten days at least to the accused:and the tribunes
of the people having called him before the people, and
accused him, he, desiring to be heard, said, that as he had

¢ The strong, thick neck was both  would take no refusal and stick at
in Greek and Latin the sign of the no doubt or difficulty. So in the
pushing, upscrupulous man, who life of Marius.
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always treated the accused with equity and humanity, as
far as the law allowed, so he thought it hard to deny the
same to Manilius, and that he had studiously appointed
that day of which alone, as prator, he was master, and
that it was not the part of those that were desirous to
help him, to cast the judgment of his cause upon another
practor.  These things being said made a wonderful
change in the people, and, commmending him much for it,
they desired that he himself would undertake the defence
of Manilius; which he willingly consented to, and that
principally for the sake of Pompey, who was absent.
And, accordingly, taking his place before the people again,
he delivered a bold invective upon the oligarchical party
and on those who were jealous of Pompey.

Yet he was preferred to the consulship no less by the
nobles than the cominon people, for the good of the city;
and both parties jointly assisted his promotion, upon the
following reasons. The change of govermmnent made by
Sylla, which at first secemed a senseless one, by time and
usage had now come to be considered by the people no
unsatisfactory settlement. But there were some that
endeavored to alter and subvert the whole present state
of aflairs, not from any good motives, but for their own
private gain; and Pompey being at this time employed
in the wars with the kings of Pontus and Armenia, there
was no sufficient force at Rome to suppress any attempts
at a revolution. These people had for their head a man
of bold, daring, and restless character, Lucius Catiline,
who was accused, besides other great offences, of deflour-
ing his virgin daughter, and killing his own brother; for
which latter crime, fearing to be prosecuted at law, he
persuaded Sylla to set him down, as though he were yet
alive, amongst those that were to be put to death by
proscription. 'This man the profligate citizens choosing
for their captain, gave faith to one another, amongst other
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pledges, by sacrificing a man and eating of his flesh; ana
a great part of the young men of the city were corrupted
by him, he providing for every onc pleasures, drink, and
women, and profusely supplying the expense of these
debauches. Etruria, moreover, had all been excited to
revolt, as well as a great part of Gaul within the Alps.
But Rome itself was in the most dangerous inclination to
change, on account of the unequal distribution of wecalth
and property, those of highest rank and greatest spirit
having impoverished themselves by shows, entertain-
ments, ambition of offices, and sumptuous buildings, and
the riches of the city having thus fallen into the hands of
mean and low-born persons. So that there wanted but a
slight impetus to set all in motion, it being in the power
of every daring man to overturn a sickly comimon-
wealth.

Catiline, however, being desirous of procuring a strong
position to carry out his designs, stood for the consul-
ship, and had great hopes of success, thinking he should
be appointed, with Caius Antonius as his colleague, who
was a man fit to lead neither in a good cause nor in
a bad one, but might be a valuable accession to another's
power. These things the greatest part of the good and
honest citizens apprehending, put Cicero upon standing
for the consulship; whom the people readily receiving,
Catiline was put by, so that he and Caius Antonius were
chosen, although amongst the competitors he was the
only man descended from a father of the equestrian, and
not of the senatorial order.

Though the designs of Catiline were not yet publicly
known, yet considerable preliminary troubles imme-
diately followed upon Cicero’s entrance upon the consul-
ship. For, on the one side, those who were disqualified
by the laws of Sylla from holding any public offices, being
neither inconsiderable in power nor in number, came for-
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ward as candidates and caressed the pecple for them;
speaking many things truly and justly against the tyran.
ny of Sylla, only that they disturbed the government at
an improper and unseasonable time; on the other hand,
the tribunes of the people proposed laws to the same pur-
pose, constituting a commission of ten persons, with un-
limited powers, in whom as supreme governors should be
vested the right of selling the public lands of all Italy and
Syria and Pompey’s new conquests, of judging and ban-
ishing whom they pleased, of planting colonies, of taking
moneys out of the treasury, and of levying and paying
what soldiers should be thought needful. And several of
the nobility favored this law, but especially Caius Anto-
nius, Cicero'’s colleague, in hopes of being one of the ten.
But what gave the greatest fear to the nobles was, that
he was thought privy to the conspiracy of Catiline, and
not to dislike it, because of his great debts.

Cicero. endeavoring in the first place to provide a rem-
edy against this danger, procured a decree assigning to
him the province of Macedonia, he himself declining that
of Gaul, which was offered to him. And this piece of
favor so completely won over Antonius, that he was
ready to second and respond to, like a hired player, what-
ever Cicero said for the good of the country. And now,
having made his colleague thus tame and tractable, he
could with greater courage attack the conspirators. And,
therefore, in the senate, making an oration against the
law of the ten commissioners, he fo confounded those who
proposed it, that they had nothing to reply. And when
they again endeavored, and, having prepared things before-
hand, had called the consuls before the assembly of the
people, Cicero, fearing nothing, went first out, and com-
manded the senate to follow him, and not only succeeded
in throwing out the law, but so entirely overpowered the
tribunes by his oratory, that they abandoned all thought
of their other projects.
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For Cicero, it may be said, was the one man, above all
others, who made the Romans feel how great a charmn
eloquence lends to what is good, and how invincible
justice is, if it be well spoken; and that it is necessary
for him who would dexterously govern a commonwealth,
in action, always to prefer that which is honest before that
which is popular, and in speaking, to free the right and
useful measure from every thing that may occasion
offence. An incident occurred in the theatre, during his
consulship, which showed what his speaking could do.
For whereas formerly the knights of Rome were mingled
in the theatre with the common people, and took their
places amongst them as it happened, Marcus Otho,
when he was prator, was the first who distinguished
them from the other citizens, and appointed them a
proper seat, which they still enjoy as their special place in
the theatre. 'This the common people took as an indig-
nity done to them, and, therefore, when Otho appeared
in the theatre, they hissed him; the knights, on the con-
trary, received him with loud clapping. The people
repeated and increased their hissing; the knights con-
tinued their clapping. Upon this, turning upon one
another, they broke out into insulting words, so that the
theatre was in great disorder. Cicero, being informed of
it, came himself to the theatre, and summoning the people
into the temple of Bellona, he so effectually chid and
chastised them for it, that, again returning into the
theatre, they received Otho with loud applause, contend-
ing with the knights who should give him the greatest
demonstrations of honor and respect.

The conspirators with Catiline, at first cowed and dis-
heartened, began presently to take courage again. And as-
sembling themselves together, they exhorted one another
boldly to undertake the design before Pompey’s return,
who, as it was said, was now on his march with his forces for
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Rome. But the old soldiers of Sylla were Catiline’s chief
stimulus to action. They had been disbanded all about
Italy, but the greatest number and the fiercest of them
lny scattered among the cities of Etruria, entertaining
themselves with dreams of new plunder and rapine
amongst the hoarded riches of Italy. These, having for
their leader Manlius, who had served with distinction in
the wars under Sylla, joined themselves to Catiline, and
came to Rome to assist him with their suffrages at the
election. For he again pretended to the consulship, hav-
ing resolved to kill Cicero in a tumult at the elections.
Algo, the divine powers seemed to give intimation of the
coming troubles, by earthquakes, thunderbolts, and strange
appearances. Nor was human evidence wanting, certain
enough in itself, though not sufficient for the conviction
of the noble and powerful Catiline. Therefore Cicero,
deferring the day of election, summoned Catiline into the
genate, and questioned him as to the charges made against
him. Catiline, believing there were many in the senate
derirous of change, and to give a specimen of himself to
the conspirators present, returned an audacious answer,
“ What harm,” said he, “ when I see two bodies, the one
lean and consumptive with a head, the other great and
strong without one, if I put a head to that body which
wants one?” This covert representation of the senate
and the people excited yet greater apprehensions in
Cicero. He put on armor, and was attended from his
house by the noble citizens in a body; and a number of
the young men went with him into the Plain. Here, de-
signedly letting hie tunic slip partly off from his shoulders,
he showed his armor underneath, and discovered his dan-
ger to the spectators; who, being much moved at it,
gathered round about him for his defence. At length,
Catiline was by a general suffrage again put by, and
Silanus and Murena chosen consuls.
VOL. V. 1
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Not long after this, Catiline’s soldiers got together in a
body in Etruria, and began to forin themselves into com-
panies, the day appointed for the design being near at
hand. About midnight, some of the principal and most
powerful citizens of Rome, Marcus Crassus, Marcus Mar-
cellus, and Scipio Metellus went to Cicero’s house, where,
knocking at the gate, and calling up the porter, they com-
manded him to awake Cicero, and tell him they were
there. The business was this: Crassus’s porter after sup-
per had delivered to him letters brought by an unknown
person. Some of them were directed to others, but one
to Crassus, without a name; this only Crassus read, which
informed him that there was a great slaughter intended
by Catiline, and advised him to leave the city. The
others he did not open, but went with them immediately
to Cicero, being affrighted at the danger, and to free
himself of the suspicion he lay under for his familiarity
with Catiline. Cicero, considering the matter, suinmoned
the senate at break of day. The letters he brought with
him, and delivered them to those to whom they were
directed, commanding them to read them publicly; they
all alike contained an account of the conspiracy. And
when Quintus Arrius, a man of pretorian dignity, re-
counted to them, how soldiers were collecting in com-
panies in Etruria, and Manlius stated to be in motion with
a large force, hovering about those cities, in expectation
of intelligence from Rome, the senate made a decree, to
place all in the hands of the consuls, who should under-
take the conduct of every thing, and do their best to save
the state.* This was not a common thing, but only done
by the senate in case of imminent danger.

¢ « Dent operam consules ne with discretionary power; much
quid respublica detrimenti capiat,” the same as placing the town in a
the usual form for suspending other state of siege.
suthority, and arming the consuls
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After Cicero had received this power, he committed all
affairs outside to Quintus Metellus, but the management
of the city he kept in his own hands.  Such a numerous
attendance guarded him every day when he went abroad,
that the greatest part of the market-place * was filled with
hig train when he entered it. Catiline, impatient of fur-
ther delay, resolved himself to break forth and go to
Manlius, but he commanded Marcius and Cethegus to
take their swords, and go early in the morning to Cicero’s
gates, as if only intending to ralute him, and then to fall
upon him and slay him. This a noble lady, Fulvia, com-
ing by night. diccovered to Cicero, bidding him beware
of Cethegus and Marcius. They came by break of day,
and being denied entrance, made an outery and disturb-
ance at the gates, which excited all the more suspicion,
But Cicero, going forth, summoned the senate into the
temple of Jupiter Stator, which stands at the end of the
Sacred Street, going up to the Palatine. And when
Catiline with others of his party also came, as intending
to make his defence, none of the senators would sit by
him, but all of them left the bench where he had placed
himself. And when he began to speak, they interrupted
him with outeries. At length Cicero, standing up, com-
manded him to leave the city, for since one governed the
commonwealth with words, the other with arms, it was
necessary there should be a wall betwixt them. Catiline,
therefore, immediately left the town, with three hundred
armed men ; and assuming, as if he had been a magis
trate, the rods, axes, and military ensigns, he went to
Manliug, and having got together a body of near twenty
thousand men, with these he marched to the several
cities, endeavoring to persuade or force them to revolt.
So it being now come to open war, Antonius was sent
forth to fight him.

* The Forum.
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The remainder of those in the city whom he had cor-
rupted, Cornelius Lentulus kept together and encouraged.
He had the surname Sura, and was a man of a noble
family, but a disolute liver, who for his debauchery was
formerly turned out of the senate, and was now holding
the oftice of praetor for the second time, as the custom is
with those who desire to regain the dignity of senator. It
is raid that he got the surname Sura upon this occasion ;
being queestor in the time of Sylla, he had lavished away
and consumed a great quantity of the public moneys, at
which Sylla being provoked, called him to give an account
in the senate ; he appeared with great coolness and con-
tempt. and said he had no account to give, but they
might take this, holding up the calf of his leg, as boys
do at ball, when they have missed. Upon which he
was surnamed Sura, sura being the Roman word for
the calf of the leg. Being at another time prose-
cuted at law, and having bribed some of the judges he
escaped only by two votes, and complained of the need-
less expense he had gone to in paying for a second, as
one would have sufficed to acquit him. This man, such
in his own nature, and now inflamed by Catiline, false
prophets and fortune-tellers had also corrupted with vain
hopes, quoting to him fictitious verses and oracles, and
proving from the Sibylline prophecies that there were
three of the name Cornelius designed by fate to be mon-
archs of Rome; two of whom, Cinna and Sylla, had
already fulfilled the decree, and that divine fortune was
now advancing with the gift of monarchy for the remain-
ing third Cornelius ; and that therefore he ought by all
means to accept it, and not lose opportunity by delay, as
Catiline had done.

Lentulus, therefore, designed no mean or trivial matter,
for he had resolved to kill the whole senate, and as many
other citizens as he could, to fire the city, and spare
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nobody, except only Pompey’s children, intending to seize
and keep them as pledges of his reconciliation with Pom-
pey.  For there was then a common and strong report
that Pompey was on his way homeward from his great
expedition.  The night appointed for the design was one
of the Saturnalia; swords, flax, and sulphur they carried
and hid in the house of Cethegus; and providing one
hundred men, and dividing the city into as many parts
they had allotted to every one singly his proper place, so
that in & moment many kindling the fire, the city might
be in a flame all together. Others were appointed to
stop up the aqueducts, and to kill those who should en-
deavor to carry water to put it out. Whilst these plans
were preparing, it happened there were two ambassadors
from the Allobroges staying in Rome; a nation at that
time in a distressed condition, and very uneasy under the
Roman government. These Lentulus and his party
Judging useful instruments to move and seduce Gaul to
revolt, admitted into the conspiracy, and they gave them
lettera to their own magistrates, and letters to Catiline;
in those thev promised liberty, in these they exhorted
Catiline to set all slaves free, and to bring them along
with him to Rome. They sent also to accompany them
to Catiline, one Titus, a native of Croton, who was to
carry those letters to him.

These counsels of inconsidering men, who conversed
together over wine and with women, Cicero watched with
sober industry and forethought, and with most admirahle
sagacity, having several emissaries abroad, who ohserved
and traced with him all that was done, and keeping also
a secret correspondence with many who pretended to
join in the conspiracy. He thus knew all the discourse
which passed betwixt them and the strangers; and lying

»

in wait for them by night, he took the Crotonian with his
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letters, the ambassadors of the Allobroges acting secietly
in concert with him.

By break of day, he sunmoned the senate into the
temple of Concord, where he read the letters and exam.
ined the informers. Junius Silanus further stated, that
several persons had heard Cethegus say, that three con-
suls and four preetors were to be slain; Piso, also, a person
of consular dignity, testified other matters of the like
nature; and Caius Sulpicius, one of the prators, being
sent to Cethegus's house, found there a quantity of darts
and of armor, and a still greater number of swords and
daggers, all recently whetted. At length, the cenate
decreeing indemnity to the Crotonian upon his confession
of the whole matter, Lentulus was convicted, abjured his
office (for he was then preetor), and put off his robe
edged with purple in the senate, changing it for another
garment more agrecable to his present circumstances.
He, thereupon, with the rest of his confederates present,
was committed to the charge of the prmtors in free cus
tody.

It being evening, and the common people in crowds
expecting without, Cicero went forth to them, and told
them what was done, and then, attended by them, went
to the house of a friend and near neighbor; for his own
was taken up by the women, who were celebrating with
secret rites the feast of the goddess whom the Romans
call the Good, and the Greeks, the Women's goddess. For
a sacrifice is annually performed to her in the consul’s
house, either by his wife or mother, in the presence of the
vestal virgins. And having got into his friend's house
privately, a few only being present, he began to deliber-
ate how he should treat these men. The severest, and
the only punishment fit for such heinous crimes, he was
somewhat shy and fearful of inflicting, as well from the
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clemency of his nature, as also lest he should be thought
to exercise his authority too insolently, and to treat too
harshly men of the noblest birth an1 most powerful
friendships in the city; and yet, if he should use them
more mildly, he had a dreadful prospect of danger from
them. For there was no likelihood, if they suffered less
thar death, they would be reconciled, but rather, adding
new rage to their former wickedness, they would rush
into every kind of audacity, while he himself, whose
character for courage already did not stand very high
with the multitude, would be thought guilty of the great-
est cowardice and want of manliness.

Whilst Cicero was doubting what course to take, a por-
tent happened to the women in their sacrificing. For on
the altar, where the fire seemed wholly extinguished, a
great and bright flame issued forth from the ashes of the
burnt wood; at which others were affrighted, but the
holy virgins called to Terentia, Cicero's wife, and bade her
haste to her husband, and command him to execute what
he had resolved for the good of his country, for the god-
dess had sent a great light to the increase of his safety
and glory. Terentia, therefore, as she was otherwise in
her own nature neither tender-hearted nor timorous, but
a woman eager for distinction (who, as Cicero himself
says, would rather thrust herself into his public affairs,
than communicate her domestic matters to him), told him
these things, and excited him against the conspirators,
So also did Quintus his brother, and Publius Nigidius, one
of his philosophical friends, whom he often made use of
in his greatest and most weighty affairs of state.

The next day, a debate arising in the senate about the
punishment of the men, Silanus, being the first who was
asked his opinion, said, it was fit they should be all sent
to the prison, and there suffer the utmost penalty. To
him all consented in order till it came to Caius Ceesar, who
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was afterwards dictator. He was then but a young man,
and only at the outset of his career, but had already
directed his hopes and policy to that course by which he
afterwards changed the Roman state into a monarchy. Of
this others foresaw nothing; but Cicero had seen reason
for strong suspicion, though without obtaining any suffi
cient means of proof And there were some indeed that
said that he was very near being discovered, and only just
escaped him; others are of opinion that Cicero volun-
tarily overlooked and neglected the evidence against him,
for fear of his friends and power; for it was very evident
to everybody, that if Cesar was to be accused with the
conspirators, they were more likely to be saved with him,
than he to be punished with them.

When, therefore, it came to Cmsar’s turn to give his
opinion, he stood up and proposed that the conspirators
should not be put to death, but their estates confiseated,
and their persons confined in such cities in Italy as
Cicero should approve, there to be kept in custody till
Catiline was conquered. To this sentence, as it was the
most moderate, and he that delivered it a most powerful
epeaker, Cicero himself gave no small weight, for he
stood up and, turning the scale on either side, spoke in
favor partly of the former, partly of Csesar’s sentence.
And all Cicero’s friends, judging Caesar’s sentence most
expedient for Cicero, because he would incur the less blame
if the conspirators were not put to death, chose rather
the latter; so that Silanus, also, changing his mind, re-
tracted his opinion, and said he had not declared for capi-
tal, but only the utmost punishment, which to a Roman
senator is imprisonment. The first man who spoke
against Caesar's motion was Catulus Lutatius. Cato fol-
lowed, and so vehemently urged in his speech the strong
suspicion about Cresar himeself, and so filled the senate
with anger and resolution, that a decree was passed for the
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execution of the conspirators. But Ceesar opposed the
sonfiscation of their goods, not thinking it fair that those
who had rejected the mildest part of his sentence should
avail themselves of the severest. And when many in-
sisted upon it, he appealed to the tribunes, but they
would do nothing; till Cicero himself yielding, remitted
that part of the sentence.

After this, Cicero went out with the senate to the con-
spirators; they were not all together in one place, but
the several preetors had them, some one, some another, in
custody. And first he took Lentulus from the Palatine,
and brought him by the Sacred Street, through the mid-
dle of the market-place, a circle of the most eminent citi-
zens encompassing and protecting him. The people,
affrighted at what was doing, passed along in silence,
especially the young men; as if, with fear and trembling,
they were undergoing a rite of initiation into some an-
cient, sacred mysteries of aristocratic power. Thus passing
from the market-place, and coming to the guaol, he deliv-
ered Lentulus to the officer, and commanded him tc
execute him; and after him Cethegus, and so all the rest
in order, he brought and delivered up to execution. And
when he saw many of the conspirators in the market-
place, still standing together in companies, ignorant of
what was done, and waiting for the night, supposing the
men were still alive and in a possibility of being rescued,
he called out in a loud voice, and said, ¢ They did Lve;”
for so the Romans, to avoid inauspicious language, nam.e
those that are dead.

It was now evening, when he returned from the
market-place to his own house, the citizens no longer
attending him with silence, nor in order, but receiving
him, as he passed, with acclamations and applauses, and
saluting him as the saviour and founder of his country.
A bright light shone through the streets from the
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lamnps and torches set up at the doors, and the women
showed lights from the tops of the housesx. to honor
Cicero, and to behold him returning home with a splen-
did train of the most principal citizens; amongst whom
were many who had conducted great wars celebrated
triumphs, and added to the possessions of the Roman
empire, both by sea and land. These, as they passed
along with him, acknowledged to one another, that
though the Roman people were indebted to several offi-
cers and commanders of that age for riches, spoils, and
power, yet to Cicero alone they owed the safety and
security of all these, for delivering them from so great
and imminent w danger.  For though it might seem no
wondertul thing to prevent the design, and punish the
conspirators, yet to defeat the greatest of all conspiracies
with so little disturbance, trouble, and commotion, was
very extraordinary. For the greater part of those who
had flocked in to Catiline, as soon as they heard the fate
of Lentulus and Cethegus, left and forsook him, and he
himself, with his remaining forces, joining battle with
Antonius, was destroyed with his army.

And yet there were some who were very ready both
to speak ill of Cicero, and to do him hurt for these
actions; and they had for their leaders some of the mag-
istrates of the ensuing year, as Csesar, who was one of the
preetors. and Metellus and Bestia, the tribunes. These,
entering upon their office some few days before Cicero’s
consulate expired, would not permit him to make any
address to the people, but, throwing the benches before
the Rostra, hindered his speaking, telling him he might,
if he pleased, make the oath of withdrawal from office,
and then come down again. Cicero, accordingly, accept-
ing the conditions, came forward to make his withdrawal ;
and silence being made, he retited his oath, not in the
usual, but in a new and peculiar form, namely, that he
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had saved his country, and preserved the empire; the
truth of which oath all the people confirmed with theirs,
Ceesar and the tribunes, all the more exasperated by thig
endeavored to create him further trouble, and for this
purpose proposed a law for calling Pompey home with
his army, to put an end to Cicero’s usurpation. But it
was a very great advantage for Cicero and the whole
commonwealth that Cato was at that time one of the
tribunes. For he, being of equal power with the rest, and
of greater reputation, could oppose their designs. He
easily defeated their other projects, and, in an oration to
the people, so highly extolled Cicero’s consulate, that the
greatest honors were decreed him, and he was publicly
declared the Father of his Country, which title he seems
to have obtained, the first man who did so, when Cato
gave it him in this address to the people.

At this time, therefore, his authority was very great in
the city ; but he created himself much envy, and offended
very many, not by any evil action, but because he was
always lauding and magnifying himself. For neither
senate, nor assembly of the people, nor court of judica
ture could meet, in which he was not heard to talk of
Catiline and Lentulus. Indeed, he also filled his books
and writings with his own praises, to such an excess as to
render a style, in itself most pleasant and delightful, nau-
seous and irksome to his hearers; this ungrateful humor,
like a disease, always cleaving to him. Nevertheless,
though he was intemperately fond of his own glory; he
was very free from envying others, and was, on the con-
trary, most liberally profuse in commending both the
ancients and his contemporaries, as any one may see in
his writings. And many such sayings of his are also
remembered ; as that he called Aristotle a river of flow-
ing gold, and said of Plato’s Dialogues, that if Jupiter
were to speak, it would be in language like theirs. He
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used to call Theophrastus his special luxury. And being
asked which of Demosthenes’s orations he liked best, he
answered, the longest. And yet some aflected imitators
of Demosthenes have complained of some words that
occur in one of his letters, to the effect that Demosthenes
sometimes falls asleep in his speeches; forgetting the
many high encomiums he continually passes upon him,
and the compliment he paid him when he named the
most elaborate of all his orations, those he wrote against
Antony, Philippics. And as for the eminent men of his
own time, either in eloquence or philosophy, there was
not one of them whom he did not, by writing or speaking
favorably of him, render more illustrious. He obtained of
Casar, when in power, the Roman citizenship for Cratip-
pus, the Peripatetic, and got the court of Areopagus, by
public decree, to request his stay at Athens, for the in-
struction of their youth, and the honor of their city.
There are letters extant from Cicero to Herodes, and
others to his son, in which he recommends the study of
philusophy under Cratippus. There is one in which he
blames Gorgias, the rhetorician, for enticing his son into
luxury and drinking, and, therefore, forbids himn his com-
pany. And this, and one other to Pelops, the Byzantine,
are the only two of his Greek epistles which seem to be
written in anger. In the first, he justly reflects on Gor-
gias, if he were what he was thought to be, a dissolute
and profligate character; but in the other, he rather
meanly expostulates and complains with Pelops, for neg-
lecting to procure him a decree of certain honors from
the Byzantines.

Another illustration of his love of praise is the way in
which sometimes, to make his orations more striking, he
neglected decorum and dignity. When Munatius, who
had escaped conviction by his advocacy, immediately
prosccuted his friend Sabinus, he said in the warmth of
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his resentment, “ Do you suppose you were acquitted for
your own merits, Munatius, and was it not that I so
darkenetl the case, that the court could not see your
guilt?” When from the Rostra he had made an eulogy
on Marcus Crassus, with much applause, and within a few
days after again as publicly reproached him, Crassus
called to him, and said, “ Did not you yourself two days
ago, in this same place, commend me?” “Yes” said
Cicero, “1 exercised my eloquence in declaiming upon a
bad subject.” At another time, Crassus had said that no
one of his family had ever lived beyond xixty years of
age, and afterwards denied it, and asked, “ What should
put it into my head to say so?” ¢“It was to gain the
poople’s favor,” answered Cicero; “you knew how glad
they would be to hear it” When Crassus expressed ad-
miration of the Stoic doctrine, that the good man is always
rich, “ Do you not mean,” said Cicero, « their doctrine that
all things belong to the wise?” Crassus being generally
accused of covetousness. One of Crassus’s sons, who was
thonght so exceedingly like a man of the name of Axius
as to throw some suspicion on his mother’s honor, made a
successful speech in the senate. Cicero on being asked
how he liked it, replied with the Greek words, Azios
Crassou*

When Crassus was about to go into Syria, he desired
to leave Cicero rather his friend than his enemy, and,
therefore, one day saluting him, told him he would come
and sup with him, which the other as courteously _re-
ceived. Within a few days after, on some of Cicero’s

® Which may mean, either wor-
thy of Orassus, or Crassus's son
Axius. The jest on the Stoic doc-
trines is also rather obzcure. Cras-
sas appears to have praised the
first dictum in its proper philo-
sopbical sense; that the only truly

rich man is he who is virtuous;
Cicero suggests, that a text which
is more to Crassus’s purpose is the
other, that the wise man is the pos-
sessor of all things, that is, may
make himself as rich as be pleases
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acquaintances interceding for Vatinius, as desirous of
reconciliation and friendship, for he was then his enemy,
“ What,” he replied, “ does Vatinius also wish to come and
sup with me?” Such was his way with Crassus. When
Vatinius, who had swellings in his neck, was pleading a
cause, he called him the fumid orator; and having been
told by some one that Vatinius was dead, on hearing
presently after that he was alive, “ May the rascal perish,”
said he, “for his news not being true.”

Upon Ceesar’s bringing forward a law for the division
of the lands in Campania amongst the soldiers, many in
the senate opposed it; amongst the rest, Lucius Gellius,
one of the oldest men in the house, said it should never
pass whilst he lived. “Let us postpone it,” said Cicero,
“ Gellius does not ask us to wait long.” There was a
man of the name of Octavius, suspected to be of African
descent. He once said, when Cicero was pleading, that
he could not hear him; “Yet there are holes,” xaid
Cicero, “in your ears.”* When Metellus Nepos told him,
that he had ruined more as a witness, than he had saved
as an advocate, “I admit,” said Cicero, “ that I have more
truth than eloquence.” To a young man who was sus
pected of having given a poisoned cake to his father, and
who talked largely of the invectives he meant to deliver
against Cicero, “Better these,” replicd he; “than your
cakes.” Publius Sextius, having amongst others retained
Cicero as his advocate in a certain cause, was yet desirous
to say all for himself, and would not allow anybody to
speak for him ; when he was about to receive his acquittal
from the judges, and the ballots were passing, Cicero
called to him, “ Make haste, Sextius, and use your time;
to-morrow you will be nobody.” He cited Publius Cotta

* The marks of the ears having oconsidered proof of his being of
been bored for ear-rings would be barbarian origin.
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to bear testimony in a certain cause, one who affected to
be thought a lawyer, though ignorant and unlearned; to
whom, when he had said, “1 know nothing of the matter,”
he answered, “ You think, perhaps, we ask you about a
point of law.” To Metellus Nepos, who, in a dispute be-
tween them, repeated several times, “ Who was your father,
Cicero ?” he replied, “ Your mother has made the answer
to such a question in your case more difficult;” Nepos's
mother having been of ill repute. The son, also, was of a
giddy, uncertain temper. At one time, he suddenly threw
up his office of tribune, and sailed off into Syria to Pom-
pey; and immediately after, with as little reason, came
back again. He gave his tutor, Philagrus, a funeral with
more than necessary attention, and then set up the stone
figure of a crow over his tomb. “This,” said Cicero, “is
really appropriate ; as he did not teach you to speak, but
to fly about.” When Marcus Appius, in the opening of
some speech in a court of justice, said that his friend had
desired him to employ industry, eloquence, and fidelity
in that cause, Cicero answered, “ And how have you had
the heart not to accede to any one of his requests ?”

To use this sharp raillery against opponents and antag-
onists in judicial pleading seems allowable rhetoric. But
he excited much ill feeling by his readiness to attack any
one for the sake of a jest. A few anecdotes of this kind
may be added. Marcus Aquinius, who had two sons-in-
law in exile, received from him the name of king Adras-
tus* Lucius Cotta, an intemperate lover of wine, was
censor when Cicero stood for the consulship. Cicero,
being thirsty at the election, his friends stéed round about

* Adrastus, king of Argos, mar-
ried his daughters to the exiles,
Tydeus and Polynices, The verse
below, quoted from a tragedy, must
refer to Laius and his son, born
against the warning of the oracle,

Edipus. “Without Apollo’s leave ”

would be a phrase like “invita
Minerva” applied to any unsuc-
ceosful, or infelicitous, or injudi

cious proceeding.
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bim while he was drinking. “You have reason to be
afraid,” he said, “lest the censor should be angry with me
for drinking water” Meeting one day Voconius with
his three very ugly daughters, he quoted the verse.

He reared a race without Apollo’s leave.

When Marcus Gellius, who was reputed the son of a slave,
had read several letters in the senate with a very shrill,
and loud voice,  Wonder not,” said Cicero, “ he comes of
the criers” When Faustus Sylla, the son of Sylla the
dictator, who had, during his dictatorship, by public bills
proscribed and condemned so many citizens, had so far
wasted his estate, and got into debt, that he was forced
to publish his bills of sale, Cicero told him that he liked
these bills much better than those of his father. By this
habit he made himself odious with many people.

But Clodius’s faction conspired against him upon the
following occasion. Clodius was a member of a noble
family, in the flower of his youth, and of a bold and reso-
lute temper. He, being in love with Pompeia, Cxrars
wife, got privately into his house in the dress and attire
of a music-girl; the women being at that time offering
there the sacrifice which must not be seen by men, and
there was no man present. Clodius, being a youth and
beardless, hoped to get to Pompeia among the women
without being taken notice of. But coming into a great
house by night, he missed his way in the passages, and a
servant belonging to Aurelia, Caesar’s mother, spying him
wandering up and down, inquired his name. Thus being
necessitated to speak, he told her he was seeking for one
of Pompeia’s maids, Abra by name; and she, perceiving
it not to be a woman’s voice, shrieked out, and called in
the women ; who, shutting the gates, and searching every
place, at length found Clodius hidden in the chamber of
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the maid with whom he had come in. This matter being
much talked about, Cesar put away his wife, Pompeia,
and Clodius was prosecuted for profaning the holy
rites.

Cicero was at this time his friend, for he had been use-
ful to him in the conspiracy of Catiline, as one of his for-
wardest assistants and protectors. But when Clodius
rested his defence upon this point, that he was not then
at Rome, but at a distance in the country, Cicero testified
that he had come to his house that day, and conversed
with him on several matters; which thing was indeed
true, although Cicero was thought to testify it not so
much for the truth’s sake as to preserve his quiet with
Terentia his wife. For she bore a grudge against Clodius
on account of his sister Clodia’s wishing, as it was alleged,
to marry Cicero, and having employed for this purpose
the intervention of Tullus, a very intimate friend of
Cicero’s; and his frequent visits to Clodia, who lived in
their neighborhood, and the attentions he paid to her
had excited Terentia’s suspicions, and, being a woman of
a violent temper, and having the ascendant over Cicero,
she urged him on to taking a part against Clodius, and
delivering his testimony. Many other good and honest
citizens also gave evidence against him, for perjuries, dis-
orders, bribing the people, and debauching women. Lu-
cullus proved, by his women-servants, that he had de-
bauched his youngest sister when she was Lucullus’s
wife; and there was a general belief that he had done
the same with his two other sisters, Tertia, whom Marcius
Rex, and Clodia, whom Metellus Celer had married ; the
latter of whom was called Quadrantia, because one of her
lovers had deceived her with a purse of small copper
money instead of silver, the smallest copper coin being
called a quadrani. Upon this sister'’s account, in particu-
lar, Clodius’s character was attacked. Notwithstanding
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all this, when the common people united against the
accusers and witnesses and the whole party, the judges
were affrighted, and a guard was placed about them for
their defence; and most of them wrote their sentences
on the tablets in such a way, that they could not well be
read. It was decided, however, that there was a majority
for his acquittal, and bribery was reported to have been
cmployed; in reference to which Catulus remarked,
when he next met the judges, “ You were very 1ight to
ask for a guard, to prevent your money being taken from
you” And when Clodius upbraided Cicero that the
Judges had not believed his testimony, « Yes,” said he,
“five and twenty of them trusted me, and condemned
you, and the other thirty did not trust you, for they did
not acquit you till they had got your money.”

Ceesar, though cited, did not give his testimony against
Clodius, and declared himself not convinced of his wife's
adultery, but that he had put her away because it was fit
that Ceesar's house should not be only free of the evil
fact, but of the fame too.

Clodius, having escaped this danger, and having got
himself chosen one of the tribunes, immediately attacked
Cicero, heaping up all matters and inciting all persons
against him. The common people he gained over with
popular laws; to each of the consuls he decreed large
provinces, to Piso, Macedonia, and to Gabinius, Syria; he
made a strong party among the indigent citizens, to sup-
port him in his proceedings, and had always a body of
armed slaves about him. Of the three men then in
greatest power, Crassus was Cicero’s open enemy, Pom-
pey indifferently made advances to both, and Cosar was
going with an army into Gaul. To him, though not his
friend (what had occurred in the time of the conspiracy
having created suspicions between them), Cicero applied,
requesting an appointment as one of his lieutenants in
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the province. Cssar accepted him, and Clodius, percetv-
ing that Cicero would thus escape his tribunician author
ity, professed to be inclinable to a reconciliation, laid the
greatest fault upon Terentia, made always a favorable
mention of him, and addressed him with kind expressions,
as one who felt no hatred or ill-will, but who merely
wished to urge his complaints in a moderate and friendly
way. By these artifices, he so freed Cicero of all his fears,
that he resigned his appointment to Csesar, and betook
himself again to political affairs. At which Caxesar being
exasperated, joined the party of Clodius against him, and
wholly alienated Pompey from him; he also himself
declared in a public assembly of the people, that he did
not think Lentulus and Cethegus, with their accomplices,
were fairly and legally put to death without being
brought to trial. And this, indeed, was the crime charged
upon Cicero, and this impeachment he was summoned to
answer. And so, as an accused man, and in danger for the
result, he changed his dress, and went round with his hair
untrimmed, in the attire of a suppliant, to beg the peo-
ple’'s grace.  But Clodius met him in every corner, hav-
ing a band of abusive and daring fellows about him, who
derided Cicero for his change of dress and his humilia-
tion, and often, by throwing dirt and stones at him, inter-
rupted his supplication to the people.

However, first of all, almost the whole equestrian order
changed their dress with him, and no less than twenty
thousand young gentlemen followed him with their hair
untrimmed, and supplicating with him to the people. And
then the senate met, to pass & decree that the people
should change their dress as in time of public sorrow.
But the consuls opposing it, and Clodius with armed men
besetting the senate-house, many of the senators ran out,
crying out and tearing their clothes. But this sight moved
neither shame nor pity; Cicero must either fly or deter-
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mine it by the sword with Clodiua He entreated Pom-
pey to aid him, who was on purpose gone out of the way,
and was staying at his country-house in the Alban hills;
and first he sent his son-in-law Piso to intercede with
him, and afterwards set out to go himself. Of which
Pompey being informed, would not stay to see him, being
ashamed at the remembrance of the many conflicts in the
commonwealth which Cicero had undergone in his be-
half, and how much of his policy he had directed for his
advantage. But being now Casar’s son-in-law, at his
instance he had set aside all former kindness, and, slipping
out at another door, avoided the interview. Thus being
forsaken by Pompey, and left alone to himself, he fied to
the consuls. Gabinius was rough with him, as usual, but
Piso spoke more courteously, desiring him to yield and
give place for a while to the fury of Clodius, and to await
a change of times, and to be now, as before, his country’s
savior from the peril of these troubles and commotions
which Clodius was exciting.

Cicero, receiving this answer, consulted with his friends.
Lucullus advised him to stay, as being sure to prevail at
last ; others to fly, because the people would soon desire
him again, when they should have enough of the rage
and madness of Clodiua. This last Cicero approved. But
first he took a statue of Minerva, which had been long set
up and greatly honored in his house, and carrying it to
the capitol, there dedicated it, with the inscription, “ To
Minerva, Patroness of Rome.” And receiving an escort
from his friends, about the middle of the night he left the
city, and went by land through Lucania, intending to
reach Sicily.

But as soon as it was publicly known that he was fled,
Clodius proposed to the people a decree of exile, and by
bis own order interdicted him fire and water, prohibiting
any within five hundred miles in Italy to receive him
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into their houses. Most people, out of respect for Cicero,
paid no regard to this edict, offering him every attention,
and escorting him on his way. But at Hipponium, a city
of Lucania, now called Vibo, one Vibius, a Sicilian by
birth, who, amongst many other instances of Cicero’s
friendship, had been made head of the state engineers
when he was consul, would not receive him into his
house. sending him word he would appoint a place in the
country for his reception. Caius Vergilius, the prator
of Sicily, who had been on the most intimate terms with
him. wrote to him to forbear coming into Sicily. At
these things Cicero being disheartened, went to Brundu-
siwm, whence putting forth with a prosperous wind, a
contrary gale blowing from the sea carried him back to
Italy the next day. He put again to sea, and having
reached Dyrrachium, on his coming to shore there, it is
reported that an earthquake and a convulsion in the sea
happened at the same time, signs which the diviners said
intimated that his exile would not be long, for these
were prognostics of change. Although many visited him
with respect, and the cities of Greece contended which
should honor him most, he yet continued disheartened
and disconsolate, like an unfortunate lover, often casting
his looks back upon ltaly; and, indeed, he was become
so poor-spirited, so humiliated and dejected by his mis-
fortunes, as none could have expected in a man who had
devoted so much of his life to study and learning. And
yet he often desired his friends not to call him orator,
but philosopher, because he had made philosophy his
business, and had only used rhetoric as an instrument for
attaining his objects in public life. But the desire of
glory * has great power in washing the tinctures of phi-

® Doxa, the Greek word for haps, be translated “ opinion.” It
“the desire of glory,” should, per- is, in its original sense, “ what peo-
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losophy out of the souls of men, and in imprinting the
passions of the common people, by custom and conversa-
tion, in the minds of those that take a part in governing
them, unless the politician be very careful so to engage
in public affairs as to interest himself only in the affairs
themselves, but not participate in the passions that are
consequent to them.

Clodius, having thus driven away Cicero, fell to burn-
ing his farms and villas, and afterwards his city house,
and built on the site of it a temple to Liberty. The rest
of his property he exposed to sale by daily proclamation,
but nobody came to buy. By these courses he became
formidable to the noble citizens, and, being followed by
the commonalty, whom he had filled with insolence and
licentiousness, he began at last to try his strength against
Pompey, some of whose arrangements in the countries he
conquered, he attacked. The disgrace of this made Pom-
pey begin to reproach himself for his cowardice in desert-
ing Cicero, and, changing his mind, he now wholly et
himself with his friends to contrive his return. And
when Clodius opposed it, the senate made a vote that no
public measure should be ratified or passed by them till
Cicero was recalled. But when Lentulus was consul, the
commotions grew so high upon this matter, that the tri-
bunes were wounded in the Foruin, and Quintus, Cicero’s
brother, was left as dead, lying unobserved amongst the
slain. The people began to change in their feelings; and
Annius Milo, one of their tribunes, was the first who took

ple think,” and is commonly used
for people’s good opinion, “ glory,”
or “reputation.” On the other
band, the philosophers employ it to
express opinion, which may be
false, as opposed to knowledge, which
must be of the truth. If a philoso-
pher, engaged in politics, does not

confine his attention strictly to defi-
nite objects and acts, but lets him-
self be affected by the results, by
people’s good or bad opsnion about
them,l hin real convictions and
knowledge will soon be overpow-
ered.
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confidence to summon Clodius to trial for acts of violence,
Many of the common people and out of the neighboring
cities formed a party with Pompey, and he went with
them, and drove Clodius out of the Forum, and sum-
moned the people to pass their vote. And, it is said, the
people never passed any suffrage more unanimously than
this. The senate, also, striving to outdo the people, sent
letters of thanks to those cities which had received
Cicero with respect in his exile, and decreed that his
house and his country-places, which Clodius had de-
stroyed, should be rebuilt at the public charge.

Thus Cicero returned sixteen months after his exile,
and the cities were o glad, and people so zealous to meet
him, that what he boasted of afterwards, that Italy had
brought him on her shoulders home to Rome, was rather
Jess than the truth. And Crassus himself, who had been
his enemy before his exile, went then voluntarily to meet
him, and was reconciled, to please his son Publius, as he
said, who was Cicero’s affectionate admirer.

Cicero had not been long at Rome, when, taking the
opportunity of Clodius’s absence, he went, with a great
company, to the capitol, and there tore and defaced the
tribunician tables, in which were recorded the acts done
in the time of Clodius And on Clodius calling him in
question for this, he answered, that he, being of the patri-
cian order, had obtained the office of tribune against law,
and, therefore, nothing done by him was valid. Cato was
displeased at this and opposed Cicero, not that he com-
mended Clodius, but rather disapproved of his whole ad-
ministration ; yet, he contended, it was an irregular and
violent course for the senate to vote the illegality of so
many decrees and acts, including those of Cato’s own
government in Cyprus and at Byzantium. This occa
sioned a breach between Cato and Cicero, which, though



72 CICERO.

it came not to open enmity, yet made a more reserved
friendship between them.

After this, Milo killed Clodius, and, being arraigned for
the murder, he procured Ciccro as his advocate. The
senate, fearing lest the questioning of so eminent and
high-spirited a citizen as Milo might disturb the peace of
the city, committed the superintendence of this and of
the other trials to Pompey, who should undertake to
maintain the security alike of the city and of the courts
of justice. Pompey, therefore, went in the night, and
occupying the high grounds about it, surrounded the
Forum with soldiers. Milo, fearing lest Cicero, being dis-
turbed by such an unusual sight, should conduct his
cause the less successfully, persuaded him to come in a
litter into the Forum, and there repose himself till the
judges were set, and the court filled. For Cicero, it
seems, not only wanted courage in arms, but, in his speak-
ing also, began with timidity, and in many cases scarcely
left off trembling and shaking when he had got thoroughly
into the current and the substance of his speech. Being
to defend Licinius Murena against the prosecution of Cato,
and being eager to outdo Hortensius, who had made his
plea with great applause, he took so little rest that night,
and was so disordered with thought and over-watching,
that he spoke much worse than usual. And so now, on
quitting his litter to commence the cause of Milo, at the
sight of Pompey, posted, as it were, and encamped with
his troops above, and seeing arms shining round about
the Forum, he was so confounded, that he could hardly
begin his speech, for the trembling of his body, and hesi-
tance of his tongue; whereas Milo, meantime, was bold
and intrepid in his demeanor, disdaining either to let hia
hair grow, or to put on the mourning habit. And this,
indeed, seems to have been one principal cause of his
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condemnation. Cicero, however, was thought not so
much to have shown timidity for himself, as anxiety
about his friend.

He was made one of the priests, whom the Romans call
Augurs, in the room of Crassus the younger, dead in Par-
thia. Then he was appointed, by lot, to the province of
Cilicia, and set sail thither with twelve thousand foot
and two thousand six hundred horse. He had orders to
bring back Cappadocia to its allegiance to Ariobarzanes,
its king; which settlement he effected very completely
without recourse to arms. And perceiving the Cilicians,
by the great loss the Romans had suffered in Parthia, and
the commotions in Syria, to have become disposed to
attempt a revolt, by a gentle course of government he
soothed them back into fidelity. He would accept none
of the presents that were offered him by the kings; he
remitted the charge of public entertainments, but daily,
at his own house, received the ingenious and accomplished
persons of the province, not sumptuously, but liberally.
His house had no porter, nor was he ever found in hed by
any man, but early in the morning, standing or walking
before his door, he received those who came to offer their
salutations. He is said never once to have ordered any
of those under his command to be beaten with rods, or to
have their garments rent. He never gave contumelious
language in his anger, nor inflicted punishment with
reproach. He detected an embezzlement, to a latge
smount, in the public money, and thus relieved the cities
from their burdens, at the same time that he allowed
those who made restitution, to retain without further
punishment their rights as citizens. He engaged too, in
war, 80 far as to give a defeat to the banditti who in-
fested Mount Amanus, for which he was saluted by his
army Imperator. To Caeciliug* the orator, who asked

® Probably Celius.



74 CICERO.

him to send him some panthers from Cilicia, to be ex-
hibited on the theatre at Rome, he wrote, in commenda-
tion of his own actions, that there were no panthers in
Cilicia, for they were all fled to Caria, in anger that in so
general a peace they had become the sole objects of
attack. On leaving his province, he touched at Rbodes,
and tarried for some length of time at Athens, longing
much to renew his old studies. He visited the emincnt
men of learning, and saw his former friends and compan-
ions; and after receiving in Greece the honors that were
due to him, returned to the city, where every thing was
now just as it were in a flame, breaking out into a civil
war.

When the senate would have decreed him a triumph,
he told them he had rather, so differences were accoms-
modated, follow the triumphal chariot of Ceesar. In
private, he gave advice to both, writing many letters to
Caesar, and personally entreating Pompey ; doing his best
to soothe and bring to reason both the one and the other.
But when matters became incurable, and Ceesar was ap-
proaching Rome, and Pompey durst not abide it, but, with
many honest citizens, left the city, Cicero, as yet, did
not join in the flight, and was reputed to adhere to Casar.
And it is very evident he was in his thoughts much
divided, and wavered painfully between both, for he
writes in his epistles, “To which side should I turn?
Pompey has the fair and honorable plea for war; and
Caesar, on the other hand, has managed his affairs better,
and is more able to secure himself and his friends. So
that I know whom I should fly, not whom I should fly
to.” But when Trebatius, one of Cesar’s friends, by letter
signified to him that Cssar thought it was his most de-
sirable course to join his party, and partake his hopes,
but if he considered himself too old a man for this, then
be should retire into Greece, and stay quietly there,
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out of the way of either party, Cicero, wondering that
Cesar had not written himself, gave an angry reply
that heé should not do any thing unbecoming his past
life. Such is the account to be collected from his
letters.

But as soon as Casar was marched into Spain, he im-
mediately sailed away to join Pompey. And he was
welcomed by all but Cato; who, taking him privately,
chid him for coming to Pompey. As for himself, he said,
it had been indecent to forsake that part in the com-
monwealth which he had chosen from the beginning;
but Cicero might have been more useful to his country
and friends, if, remaining neuter, he had attended and
used his influence to moderate the result, instead of com-
ing hither to make himself, without reason or necessity,
an enemy to Ceesar, and a partner in such great dangers,
By this language, partly, Cicero’s feelings were altered,
and partly, also, because Pompey made no great use of
him. Although, indeed, he was himself the cause of it,
by his not denying that he was sorry he had come, by his
depreciating Pompey’s resources, finding fault underhand
with his counsels, and continually indulging in jests and
sarcastic remarks on his fellow-soldiers. Though he went
about in the camp with a gloomy and melancholy face
himself, he was always trying to raise a laugh in others,
whether they wished it or not. It may not be amiss to
mention a few instances. To Domitius, on his preferring
to a command one who was no soldier, and saying, in his
defence, that he was & modest and prudent person, he
replied, “ Why did not you keep him for a tutor for your
children?” On hearing Theophanes, the Lesbian, who was
master of the engineers in the army, praised for the ad-
mirable way in which he had consoled the Rhodians for
the loss of their fleet, “ What a thing it is,” he said, “ to
have a Greek in command!” When Csesar had been
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acting successfully, and in a manner blockading Pompey,
Lentulus was saying it was reported that Ceesar’s friends
were out of heart; “ Because,” said Cicero, “they do not
wish Cmsar well.” To one Marcius, who had just come
from Italy, and told them that there was a strong report
at Rome that Pompey was blocked up, he said, “ And you
sailed hither to see it with your own eyes” To Nonius,
encouraging them after a defeat to be of good hope,
because there were seven eagles still left in Pompey’s
camp, “ Good reason for encouragement,” said Cicero, «if
we were going to fight with jack-daws” Labienus in-
sisted on some prophecies to the effect that Pompey
would gain the victory ; “ Yes,” said Cicero, “ and the first
step in the campaign has been losing our camp.”

After the battle of Pharsalia was over, at which he
was not present for want of health, and Pompey was
fled, Cato, having considerable forces and a great flect at
Dyrrachium, would have had Cicero commanderin-chief;
according to law, and the precedence of his consular dig-
nity. And on his refusing the command, and wholly
declining to take part in their plans for continuing the
war, he was in the greatest danger of being killed, young
Pompey and his friends calling him traitor, and drawing
their swords upon him; only that Cato interposed, and
hardly rescued and brought him out of the camp.

Afterwards, arriving at Brundusium, he tarried there
sometime in expectation of Ceesar, who was delayed by
his affairs in Asia and Egypt. And when it was told him
that he was arrived at Tarentum, and was coming thence
by land to Brundusium, he hastened towards him, not
altogether without hope, and yet in some fear of making
experiment of the temper of an enemy and conqueror in
the presence of many witnesses. But there was no neces
sity for him either to speak or do any thing unworthy of
himself; for Ceesar, as soon as he saw him coming a good
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way before the rest of the company, came down to meet
him, saluted him, and, leading the way, conversed with
him alone for some furlongs. And from that time for-
ward he continued to treat him with honor and respect;
so that, when Cicero wrote an oration in praise of Cato,
Coesar, in writing an answer to it, took occasion to com-
mend Cicero’s own life and eloquence, comparing him to
Pericles and Theramenes. Cicero’s oration was called
Cato ; Cmsar’s, anti-Cato.

So also, it is related that when Quintus Ligarius was
prosecuted for having been in arms against Coesar, and
Cicero had undertaken his defence, Cmsar said to his
friends, “ Why might we not as well once more hear a
speech from Cicero? Ligarius, there is no question, is a
wicked man and an enemy.” But when Cicero began to
speak, he wonderfully moved him, and proceeded in his
speech with such varied pathos, and such a charm of lan-
guage, that the color of Csmsars countenance often
changed, and it was evident that all the passions of his
soul were in commotion. At length, the orator touch-
ing upon the Pharsalian battle, he was so affected that his
body trembled, and some of the papers he held dropped
out of his hands. And thus he was overpowered, and
acquitted Ligarius.

Henceforth, the commonwealth being changed into a
monarchy, Cicero withdrew himself from public affairs,
and employed his leisure in instructing those young men
that would, in philosophy; and by the near intercourse
he thus had with some of the noblest and highest in rank,
he again began to possess great influence in the city.
The work and object which he set himself was to com-
pose and translate philosophical dialogues and to render
logical and physical terms into the Roman idiom. For
he it was, as it is said, who first or principally gave Latin
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names to pAaniasia, syncalathests, epokhe, catalepsis,* atomon,
ameres, kenon, and other such technical terms, which, either
by metaphors or other means of accommodation, he suc-
ceeded in making intelligible and expressible to the
Romans. For his recreation, he exercised his dexterity
in poetry, and when he was set to it, would make five
hundred verses in a night. He spent the greatest part of
his time at his country-house near Tusculum. He wrote
to his friends that he led the life of Laertes} either jest-
ingly, as his custom was, or rather from a feeling of
ambition for public employment, which made him impa-
tient under the present state of affairs. He rarely went
to the city, unless to pay his court to Cmsar. He was
commonly the first amongst those who voted him honors,
and sought out new terms of praise for himself and for
his actions. As, for example, what he said of the statues
of Pompey, which had been thrown down, and were after-
wards by Cesar’s orders set up again: that Coesar, by this

® Phantdsia, sensation excited
by some external object, “impul-
sione oblata extrinsecus,” Cicero
renders by visum ; syncdtdthésis,
the act of acceptance on our part,
he calls assensio or assensus ; epokheé
is the suspension of assent, “sus-
pensio assensionis”; catalepsis, or
comprehensio, i3 the next step in
perception after assensto ; dtomon
has been turned, but not by Cicero,
into tnsecabile ; he calls atoms tn-
dividua corpora, or sndividua, using
the came word also for Fmérés;
kénon ia snane or vacuum.. Most of
these terms are introduced in the
Academics, see I. 11, T1. 6 and 18,
and the curious illustration from
Zeno in 47. Pointing with his
left hand to his right, as it lay open
and outspread. Here, said he, is

sensation, visum, phantasia ; lotting
the fingers begin to close, this, he
proceeded, is assent, syncatathests ;
by closing his hand he exemplified
comprehencgion or catalepsis; and,
at last, seizing it with his left, such,
he said, is knowledge. Phantasia,
of course, is etymologically our
Suancy, and epokhe, in the sense of a
point in time to pause at, our

t “ Who,” says the description
in the first book of the Odysscy,
“comes no more to the city, but
lives uway in pain and grief on his
land, with one old woman to feed
him, when he tires himself with
tottering about his vineyard.” So,
also, when Ulysses goes to see him,
in the last book.
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act of humanity, had indeed set up Pompey’s statues, but
he had fixed and established his own.

He had a design, it is said, of writing the history of his
country, combining with it much of that of Greece, and
incorporating in it all the stories and legends of the past
that he had collected. But his purposes were interfered
with by various public and various private unhappy
occurrences and misfortunes; for most of which he was
himself in fault. For first of all, he put away his wife
Terentia, by whom he had been neglected in the time of
the war, and sent away destitute of necessaries for his
journey ; neither did he find her kind when he returned
into Italy, for she did not join him at Brundusium, where
he staid a long time, nor would allow her young daughter,
who undertook so long a journey, decent attendance, or
the requisite expenses; besides, she left him a naked and
empty house, and yet had involved him in many and
great debts. These were alleged as the fairest reasons
for the divorce. But Terentia, who denied them all, had
the most unmistakable defence furnished her by her hus
band himself, who not long after married a young maiden
for the love of her beauty, as Terentia upbraided him;
or as Tiro, his emancipated slave, has written, for her
riches, to discharge his debts. For the young woman was
very rich, and Cicero had the custody of her estate, being
left guardian in trust; and being indebted many myriads
of money, he was persuaded by his friends and relations
to marry her, notwithstanding his disparity of age, and to
use her money to satisfy his creditors. Antony, who men-
tions this marriage in his answer to the Philippics, re-
proaches him for putting away a wife with whom he had
lived to old age; adding some happy strokes of sarcasm
on Cicero’s domestic, inactive, unsoldier-like habits. Not
long after this marriage, his daughter died in child-bed at
Lentulusg’s house, to whom she had been married after
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the death of Piso, her former husband. The philosopbers
from all parts came to comfort Cicero; for his grief was
so excessive, that he put away his new-married wife,
because she seemed to be pleased at the death of Tullia.
And thus stood Cicero’s domestic affairs at this time.

He had no concern in the design that was now forming
against Ceesar, although, in general, he was Brutus's most
principal confidant, and one who was as aggrieved at the
present, and as desirous of the former state of public
affuirs, as any other whatsoever. But they feared his
temper, as wanting courage, and his old age, in which
the most daring dispositions are apt to be timorous.

As soon, therefore, as the act was committed by Brutus
and Cassius, and the friends of Ceesar were got together,
so that there was fear the city would again be involved
in a civil war, Antony, being consul, convened the senate,
and made a short address recommending concord. And
Cicero, following with various remarks such as the occa-
sion called for, persuaded the senate to imitate the Athe-
nians, and decree an amnesty for what had been done in
Cewmsar’s case, and to bestow provinces on Brutus and
Cassius. But neither of these things took effect. For as
soon as the common people, of themselves inclined to
pity, saw the dead body of Ceesar borne through the
market-place, and Antony showing his clothes filled with
blood, and pierced through in every part with swords
enraged to a degree of frenzy, they made a search for the
murderers, and with firebrands in their hands ran to
their houses to burn them. They, however, being fore-
warned, avoided this danger; and expecting many more
and greater to come, they left the city.

Antony on this was at once in exultation, and every
one was in alarm with the prospect that he would make
himself sole ruler, and Cicero in more alarm than any
one. For Antony, seeing his influence reviving in the
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commonwealth, and knowing how closely he was con
nected with Brutus, was ill-pleased to have him in the
city. Besides, there had been some former jealousy
between them, occasioned by the difference of their man-
ners. Cicero, fearing the event, was inclined to go as
lieutenant with Dolabella into Syria. But Hirtius and
Pansa, consuls elect as successors of Antony, good men
and lovers of Cicero, entreated him not to leave them,
undertaking to put down Antony if he would stay in
Rome. And he, neither distrusting wholly, nor trusting
them, let Dolabella go without.him, promising Hirtius
that he would go and spend his summer at Athens, and
return again when he entered upon his office. So he set
out on his journey; but some delay occurring in his pas-
sage, new intelligence, as often happens, came suddenly
from Rome, that Antony had made an astonishing change,
and was doing all things and managing all public
affuirs at the will of the senate, and that there wanted
nothing but his presence to bring things to a happy set-
tlement. And therefore, blaming himself for his cow
ardice, he returned again to Rome, and was not deceived
in his hopes at the beginning. For such multitudes
tlocked out to meet him, that the compliments and civili-
ties which were paid him at the gates, and at his entrance
into the city, took up almost one whole day’s time.

On the morrow, Antony convened the senate, and sum-
moned Cicero thither. He came not, but kept his bed,
pretending to be ill with his journey ; but the true reason
seemed the fear of some design against him, upon a sus-
picion and intimation given him on his way to Rome.
Antony, however, showed great offence at the affront, and
sent soldiers, commanding them to bring him or burn his
house ; but many interceding and supplicating for him,
he was contented to accept sureties. Ever after, when
they wmet, they passed one another with silence, and con

VOL. V. 6
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tinued on their guard, till Caear, the younger,* coming
from Apollonia, entered on the first Cesars inheritance,
and was engaged in a dispute with Antony about two
thousand five hundred myriads of money, which Antony
detained from the estate.

Upon this, Philippus, who married the mother, and
Marcellus, who married the sister of young Camsar, came
with the young man to Cicero, and agreed with him that
Cicero should give them the aid of his eloquence and
political influence with the senate and people, and Czesar
give Cicero the defence of his riches and arms. For the
young man had already a great party of the soldiers of
Casar about him. And Cicero’s readiness to join him was
founded, it is said, on some yet stronger motives; for it
seems, while Pompey and Ceesar were yet alive, Cicero, in
his sleep, had fancied himself engaged in calling some of the
sons of the senators into the capitol, Jupiter being about,
according to the dream, to declare one of them the chief
ruler of Rome. The citizens, running up with curiosity,
stood about the temple, and the youths, sitting in their
purple-bordered robes, kept silence. On a sudden the
doors opened, and the youths, arising one by one in order,
passed round the god, who reviewed them all, and, to
their sorrow, dismissed them; but when this one was
passing by, the god stretched forth his right hand and
said, “ O ye Romans, this young man, when he shall be
lord of Rome, shall put an end to all your civil wars” It
is said that Cicero formed from his dream a distinct
image of the youth, and retained it afterwards perfectly,
but did not know who it was. The next day, going down
into the Campus Martius, he met the boys returning from
their gymnastic exercises, and the first was he, just as
he had appeared to him in his dream. Being astonished

¢ Augustus.
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at it, he asked him who were his parents. And it proved
to be this young Cmesar, whose father was a man of no
great eminence, Octavius, and his mother, Attia, Ceesar’s
gister’s daughter; for which reason, Cesar, who had no
children, made him by will the heir of his house and
property. From that time, it is said that Cicero studi-
ously noticed the youth whenever he met him, and he as
kindly received the civility; and by fortune he happened
to be born when Cicero was consul.

These were the reasons spoken of; but it was princi-
pally Cicero’s hatred of Antony, and a temper unable to
resist honor, which fastened him to Csesar, with the pur-
pose of getting the support of Cesar’s power for his own
public designs. For the young man went so far in his
court to him, that he called him Father; at which Brutus
was so highly displeased, that, in his epistles to Atticus
he reflected on Cicero saying, it was manifest, by his
courting Cmsar for fear of Antony, he did not intend
liberty to his country, but an indulgent master to him-
self. Notwithstanding, Brutus took Cicero’s son, then
studying philosophy at Athens, gave him a command,
and employed him in various ways, with a good result.
Cicero’s own power at this time was at the greatest height
in the city, and he did whatsoever he pleased; he com-
pletely overpowered and drove out Antony, and sent the
two consuls, Hirtius and Pansa, with an army, to reduce
him; and, on the other hand, persuaded the senate to
allow Coesar the lictors and ensigns of a preetor, as though
he were his country’s defender. But after Antony was
defeated in battle, and the two consuls slain, the armies
united, and ranged themselves with Csesar. And the
senate, fearing the young man, and his extraordinary for
tune, endeavored, by honors and gifts, to call off the sol
diers from him, and to Jessen his power; professing there
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was no further need of arms, now Antony was put to
tlight.

This giving Ceesar an affright, he privately sends some
friends to entreat and persuade Cicero to procure the con-
rular dignity for them both together; saying he should
manage the aflairs as he pleased, should have the supreme
power, and govern the young man who was only desirous
of name and glory. And Ceesar himself confessed, that in
fear of ruin, and in danger of being deserted, he had sea
sonably made use of Cicero’s ambition, persuading him
to stand with him, and to accept the offer of his aid and
interest for the consulship.

And now, more than at any other time, Cicero let him-
self be carried away and deceived, though an old man, by
the persuasions of a boy. He joined him in soliciting
votes, and procured the good-will of the senate, not with-
out blame at the time on the part of his friends; and he,
too, soon enough after, saw that he had ruined himself,
and betrayed the liberty of his country. For the young
man, once established, and possessed of the office of
consul, bade Cicero farewell; and, reconciling himself to
Antony and Lepidus, joined his power with theirs, and
divided the government, like a piece of property, with
them. Thus united, they made a schedule of above two
hundred persons who were to be put to death. But the
greatest contention in all their debates was on the ques
tion of Cicero’s case. Antony would come to no con-
ditions, unless he should be the first man to be killed.
Lepidus held with Antony, and Csesar opposed them both.
They met secretly and by themselves, for three days
together, near the town of Bononia. The spot was not
far from the camp, with a river surrounding it. Ceesar,
it is said, contended earnestly for Cicero the first two
days; but on the third day he yielded, and gave him up.
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The terms of their mutual concessions were these: that
Ceesar should desert Cicero, Lepidus his brother Paulus,
and Antony, Lucius Ceesar, his uncle by his mother’s side.
Thus they let their anger and fury take from them the
sense of humanity, and demonstrated that no beast is
more savage than man, when possessed with power
answerable to his rage.

Whilst these things were contriving, Cicero was with
his brother at his country-house near Tusculum ; whence,
hearing of the proscriptions, they determined to pass to
Astura, a villa of Cicero’s near the sea, and to take ship-
ping from thence for Macedonia to Brutus, of whose
strength in that province news had already been heard.
They travelled together in their separate litters, over-
whelmed with sorrow; and often stopping on the way
till their litters came together, condoled with one another.
But Quintus was the more disheartened, when he reflected
on his want of means for his journey; for, as he said, he
had brought nothing with him from home. And even
Cicero himself had but a slender provision. It was
judged, therefore, most expedient that Cicero should
make what haste he could to fly, and Quintus return
home to provide necessaries, and thus resolved, they mu-
tually embraced, and parted with many tears.

Quintus, within a few days after, betrayed by his ser
vants to those who came to search for him, was slain,
together with his young son. But Cicero was carried to
Astura, where, finding a vessel, he immediately went on
board her, and sailed as far as Circeeum with a prosperous
gale; but when the pilots resolved immediately to set
sail from thence, whether fearing the sea, or not wholly
distrusting the faith of Caesar, he went on shore, and
passed by land a hundred furlongs, as if he was going for
Rome. But losing resolution and changing his mind, he
again returned to the sea, and there spent the night in
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fearful und perplexed thoughts. Sometimes he resolved to
go into Cwesars house privately, and there kill himself
upon the altar of his household gods, to bring divine ven-
geance upon him; but the fear of torture put him off this
course. And after passing through a variety of confused
and uncertain counsels, at last he let his servants carry
him by sea to Capite,* where he had a house, an agree-
able place to retire to in the heat of summer, when the
Etesian winds are so pleasant.

There was at that place a chapel of Apollo, not far
from the sea-side, from which a flight of crows rose with
a great noise, and made towards Cicero’s vessel as it rowed
to land, and lighting on both sides of the yard, some
croaked, others pecked the ends of the ropes. This was
looxed upon by all as an ill omen; and, therefore, Cicero
went again ashore, and entering his house, lay down upon
his bed to compose himself to rest. Many of the crows
settled about the window, making a dismal cawing; but
one of them alighted upon the bed where Cicero lay
covered up, and with its bill by little and little pecked oft
the clothes from his face. His servants, seeing this,
blamed themselves that they should stay to be spectators
of their master’s murder, and do nothing in his defence,
whilst the brute creatures came to assist and take care of
him in his undeserved affliction ; and, therefore, partly by
entreaty, partly by force, they took him up, and carried
him in his litter towards the sea-side.

But in the mean time the assassins were come with a
band of soldiers, Herennius, a centurion, and Popillius, a
tribune, whom Cicero had formerly defended when prose-
cuted for the murder of his father. Finding the doors

® This, as we find from other the present Mola di Gaeta, is close
authority, means Caieta, the pres- by; and here Cicero is known to
ent Gaeta. Nothing is known of have had a villa, the Formianum.
any such place as Capite. Formiee.
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shut, they broke them open, and Cicero not appearing,
and those within saying they knew not where he was, it
is stated that a youth, who had been educated by Cicero
in the liberal arts and sciences, an emancipated slave of
his brother Quintus, Philologus by name, informed the
tribune that the litter was on its way to the sea through
the close and shady walks. The tribune, taking a few
with him, ran to the place where he was to come out.
And Cicero, perceiving Herennius running in the walks,
commanded his servants to set down the litter; and
stroking his chin, as he used to do, with his left hand,
he looked steadfastly upon his murderers, his person
oovered with dust, his beard and hair untrimmed, and his
face worn with his troubles. So that the greatest part of
those that stood by covered their faces whilst Heren-
nius slew him. And thus was he murdered, stretching
forth his neck out of the litter, being now in his sixty-
fourth year. Herennius cut off his head,and, by Antony’s
command, his hands also, by which his Philippics were
written; for so Cicero styled those orations he wrote
against Antony, and so they are called to this day.

When these members of Cicero were brought to Rome,
Antony was holding an assembly for the choice of publie
officers; and when he heard it, and saw them, he cried
out. “Now let there be an end of our proscriptions.” He
commanded his head and hands to be fastened up over
the Rostra, where the orators spoke; a sight which the
Roman people shuddered to behold, and they believed
they saw there not the face of Cicero, but the image of
Antony’s own soul. And yet amidst these actions he did
justice in one thing, by delivering up Philologus to Pom-
ponia, the wife of Quintus; who, baving got his body into
her power, besides other grievous punishments, made him
cut off his own flesh by pieces, and roast and eat it; for
s0 some writers have related. But Tiro, Cicero’s eman
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cipated slave, has not so much as mentioned the treachery
of Philologus.

Some long time after, Camsar, I have been told, visiting
one of his daughter's sons, found him with a book of
Cicero’s in his hand. The boy for fear endeavored to
hide it under his gown; which Caesar perceiving, took it
from him, and turning over a great part of the book
standing, gave it him again, and said, “ My child, this was
a learned man, and a lover of his country.”* And imme-
diately after he had vanquished Antony, being then con-
sul, he made Cicero’s son his colleague in the office; and
under that consulship, the senate took down all the statues
of Antony, and abolished all the other honors that had
been given him, and decreed that none of that family
should thereafter bear the name of Marcus; and thus the
final acts of the punishment of Antony were, by the
divine powers, devolved upon the family of Cicero.

¢ It is not easy to find any proper and speaking being both powers of
equivalent for the word here trans- articulating), may be one who has
lated by “learned.” Jogios, de- thought much and well, one who
rived from logos, which is indiffer- has much to say, and one who can
ently speech and reason (thinking seay it well.



COMPARISON OF DEMOSTHENES AND CICERO.

Tresk are the most memorable circumstances recorded
in hirtory of Demosthenes and Cicero which have come
to our knowledge. But omitting an exact comparison of
their respective faculties in speaking, yet thus much
geems fit to be said; that Demosthenes, to make him-
self a master in rhetoric, applied all the faculties he had,
natural or acquired, wholly that way; that he far sur-
passed in force and strength of eloquence all his contem-
poraries in political and judicial speaking, in grandear
and majesty all the panegyrical orators, and in accuracy
and science all the logicians and rhetoricians of his day ;*
that Cicero was highly educated, and by his diligent
study became a most accomplished general scholar in all
these branches, having left behind him numerous philo-
sophical treatises of his own on Academic principles; as,
indeed, even in his written speeches, both political -and
Jjudicial, we see him continually trying to show his
learning by the way. And one may discover the different
temper of each of them in their speeches. For Demos-
thenes’s oratory was without all embellishment and jest-

¢ The political, the judicial, and the practitioners in these are added
the panegyrical departments were the sophiste, the logic and rhetoric
the three varieties of oratory. To masters.
9



90 DEMOSTHENES AND CICERO

ing, wholly composed for real effect and seriousness; not
smelling of the lamp, as Pytheas scoffingly =aid, but of the
temperance, thoughtfulness, austerity, and grave earnest-
ness of his temper. Whereas Cicero’s love of mockery
often ran him into scurrility ; and in his love of laughing
away serious arguments in judicial cases by jests and
facetious remarks, with a view to the advantage of his
clients, he paid too little regard to what was decent : say-
ing, for example, in his defence of Celius, that he had
done no absurd thing in such plenty and affluence to in-
dulge himself in pleasures, it being a kind of madness not
to enjoy the things we possess, especially since the most
eminent philosophers have asserted pleasure to be the
chiefest good. So also we are told, that when Cicero,
being consul, undertook the defence of Murena against
Cato’s prosecution, by way of bantering Cato, he made a
long series of jokes upon the absurd paradozes, as they are
called, of the Stoic sect; so that a loud laughter passing
from the crowd to the judges, Cato, with a quiet smile,
said to those that sat next him, “My friends, what an
amusing consul we have.”

And, indeed, Cicero was by natural temper very much
disposed to mirth and pleasantry, and always appeared
with a smiling and serene countenance. But Demos
thenes had constant care and thoughtfulness in his look,
and a serious anxiety, which he seldom, if ever, laid aside ;
and, therefore, was accounted by his enemies, as he him-
self confessed, morose and ill-mannered.

Also, it is very evident, out of their several writings,
that Demosthenes never touched upon his own praises
but decently and without offence when there was need
of it, and for some weightier end; but, upon other occa-
sions modestly and sparingly. ButOicero’s immeasurable-

.| boasting of himself in his orations argues him guilty of
“ an uncontrollable appetite for distinction, his cry being
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evermore that arms should give place to the gown, and
the soldier’s laurel to the tongue* And at last we find
him extolling not only his deeds and actions, but his ora-
tions also, as well those that were only spoken, as those
that were published ; as if he were engaged in a boyish
trial of skill, who should speak best, with the rhetoricians,
Isocrates and Anaximenes, not as one who could claim
the task to guide and instruct the Roman nation, the

Soldier full-armed, terrific to the foe.

It is necessary, indeed, for a political leader to be an
able speaker; but it is an ignoble thing for any man to
admire and relish the glory of his own eloquence. And,
in this matter, Demosthenes had a more than ordinary
gravity and magnificence of mind, accounting his talent
in speaking nothing more than a mere accomplishment
and matter of practice, the success of which must depend
greatly on the good-will and candor of his hearers, and
regarding those who pride themselves on such accounts
to be men of a low and petty disposition.

The power of persuading and governing the people did,
indeed, equally belong to both, so that those who had
armies and camps at command stood in need of their
assistance ; ags Chares, Diopithes, and Leosthenes of De-
mosthenes’s, Pompey and young Ceesar of Cicero’s, as the
latter himself admits in his Memoirs addressed to Agrippa
and Moecenas. But what are thought and commonly
said most to demonstrate and try the tempers of men,
namely, authority and place, by moving every passion,
and discovering every frailty, these are things which

* Translating Cicero’s famous verse upon himself —
Cedant arma togm, concedat laurea lingus.



92 DEMOSTHENES AND CICERO.

Demosthenes never received; nor was he ever in a posi-
tion to give such proof of himself, having never obtained
any eminent office, nor led any of those armies into the
field against Philip which he raised by his eloquence.
Cicero, on the other hand, was sent queestor into Sicily,
and proconsul into Cilicia and Cappadocia, at a time
when avarice was at the height, and the commanders and
governors who were employed abroad, as though they
thought it a mean thing to steal, set themselves to seize
by open force ; so that it seemed no heinous matter to
take bribes, but he that did it most moderately was in
good esteem. And yet he, at this time, gave the most
abundant proofs alike of his contempt of riches and of his
humanity and good-nature. And at Rome, when he was
created consul in name, but indeed received sovereign
and dictatorial authority against Catiline and his con-
spirators, he attested the truth of Plato’s prediction, that
then the miseries of states would be at an end, when by
a happy fortune supreme power, wisdom, and justice
should be united in one*

It is said, to the reproach of Demosthenes, that his
eloquence was mercenary; that he privately made ora-
tions for Phormion and Apollodorus, though adversaries
in the same cause; that he was charged with moneys
received from the king of Persia, and .condemned for
bribes from Harpalus And should we grant that all
those (and they are not few) who have made these state-
ments against him have spoken what is untrue, yet that
Demosthenes was not the character to look without
desire on the presents offered him out of respect and
gratitude by royal persons, and that one who lent money

® Or, as the dictum is in his Republic, “ When the philosopher
should be king.”
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on maritime usury was likely to be thus indifferent, is
what we cannot assert. But that Cicero refused, from the
Sicilians when he was qusstor, from the king of Cappa-
docia when he was proconsul, and from his friends at
Rome when he was in exile, many presents, though
urged to receive them, has been said already.

Moreover, Demosthenes’s banishment was infamous,
upon conviction for bribery; Cicero’s very honorable, for
ridding his country of a set of villains. Therefore, when
Demosthenes fled his country, no man regarded it; for
Cicero’s sake the senate changed their habit, and put on
mourning, and would not be persuaded to make any act
before Cicero’s return was decreed. Cicero, however,
passed his exile idly in Macedonia. But the very exile
of Demosthenes made up a great part of the services he
did for his country; for he went through the cities of
Greece, and everywhere, as we have said, joined in the
conflict on behalf of the Grecians, driving out the Mace-
donian ambassadors, and approving himself a much better
citizen than Themistocles and Alcibiades did in the like
fortune. And, after his return, he again devoted himself
to the same public service, and continued firm to his
opposition to Antipater and the Macedonians. Whereas
Lelius reproached Cicero in the senate for sitting silent
when Cemsar, a beardless youth, asked leave to come for-
ward, contrary to the law, a3 a candidate for the consul-
ship; and Brutus, in his epistles, charges him with nursing
and rearing a greater and more heavy tyranny than that
they had removed.

Finally, Cicero’s death excites our pity; for an old
man to be miserably carried up and down by his ser-
vants, flying and hiding himself from that death which
was, in the course of nature, so near at hand ; and yet at
last to be murdered. Demosthenes, though he seemed at
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first a little to supplicate, yet, by his preparing and keep-
ing the poison by him, demands our admiration; and still
more admirable was his using it When the temple of
the god no longer afforded him a sanctuary, he took
refuge, as it were, at a mightier altar, freeing himeelf
from arms and soldiers, and laughing to scorn the cruelty
of Antipater.
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InoENIOUS men have long observed a resemblance be-
tween the arts and the bodily senses. And they were
first led to do so, I think, by noticing the way in which,
both in the arts and with our senses, we examine oppo-
sites. Judgment once obtained, the use to which we put
it differs in the two cases. Our senses are not meant to
pick out black rather than white, to prefer sweet to bit-
ter, or soft and yielding to hard and resisting objects; all
they have to do is to receive impressions as they occur,
and report to the understanding the impressions as re-
ceived. The arts, on the other hand, which reason insti-
tutes expressly to choose and obtain some suitable, and
to refuse and get rid of some unsuitable object, have
their proper concern in the consideration of the former ;
though, in a casual and contingent way, they must also,
for the very rejection of them, pay attention to the lat-
ter. Medicine, to produce health, has to examine dis
ease, and music, to create harmony, must investigate dis
cord ; and the supreme arts, of temperance, of justice,
and of wisdom, as they are acts of judgment and selec-
tion, exercised not on good and just and expedient only,
but also on wicked, unjust, and inexpedient objects, do

not give their commendations to the mere innocence
(95)
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whose boast is its inexperience of evil, and whose truer
name is, by their award, simpleness and ignorance of what
all men who live aright should know. The ancient
Spartans, at their festivals, used to force their Ielots to
swallow large quantities of raw wine, and then to expose
them at the public tables, to let the young men see what
it is to be drunk. And, though I do not think it consist-
ent with humanity or with civil justice to correct one
man’s morals by corrupting those of another, yet we may,
I think, avail ourselves of the cases of those who have
fallen into indiscretions, and have, in high stations, made
themselves conspicuous for misconduct ; and 1 shall not
do ill to introduce a pair or two of such examples among
these biographies, not, assuredly, to amuse and divert my
readers, or give variety to my theme, but, as Ismenias
the Theban, used to show his scholars good and bad per-
formers on the flute, and to tell them,  You should play
like this man,” and “ You should not play like that,” and
as Antigenidas used to say, Young people would take
greater pleasure in hearing good playing, if first they
were set to hear bad, so, and in the same manner, it
seems to me likely enough that we shall be all the more
zealous and more emulous to read, observe, and imitate
the better lives, if we are not left in ignorance of the
blameworthy and the bad.

For this reason, the following book contains the lives of
Demetrius Poliorcetes* and Antonius the Triumvir; two
persons who have abundantly justified the words of
Plato, that great natures produce great vices as well as

¢ Poliorcetes means the Besie-
ger of Cities, Triumvir of the
translation is, in Plutarch’s Greck,
Autocrator, the word corresponding
to Imperator. It would, perbaps,
be incorrect to give this the signifi-
cance attached to it by usage, when

applied to Augustus and his suc
cessora. Yet, probably, to Plutarch
the distinction between these and
previous Military Autocrats did not
seem 80 broad ; and to say, ¢ An-
tony the Emperor,” would do [little
injustice to his meaning.
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virtues. Both alike were amorous and intemperate, war-
like and munificent, sumptuous in their way of living,
and overbearing in their manners. And the likeness of
their fortunes carried out the resemblance in their char
acters. Not only were their lives each a series of great
successes and great disasters, mighty acquisitions and tre-
mendous losses of power, sudden overthrows, followed by
unexpected recoveries, but they died, also, Demetrius in
actual captivity to his enemies, and Antony on the verge
of it.

Antigonus had by his wife, Stratonice, the daughter of
Corrh®eus, two sons; the one of whom, after the name of
his uncle, he called Demetrius, the other had that of his
grandfather Philip, and died young. This is the most
general account, although some have related, that Deme-
trius was not the son of Antigonus, but of his brother;
and that his own father dying young, and his mother
being afterwards married to Antigonus, he was accounted
to be his son.

Demetrius had not the height of his father Antigonus,
though he was a tall man. But his countenance was one
of such singular beauty and expression, that no painter or
sculptor ever produced a good likeness of him. It com-
bined grace and strength, dignity with boyish bloom, and,
in the midst of youthful heat and passion, what was hard-
est of all to represent was a certain heroic look and air
of kingly greatness. Nor did his character belie his looks,
as no one was better able to render himself both loved
and feared. For as he was the most easy and agreeable
of companions, and the most luxurious and delicate of
princes in his drinking and banquetting and daily pleas
ures, so in action there was never any one that showed
a more vehement persistence, or a more passionate en-
ergy. Bacchus, skilled in the conduct of war, and afte-
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war in giving peace its pleasures and joys, seems to have
been his pattern among the gods.

He was wonderfully fond of his father Antigonus; and
the tenderness he had for his mother led him, for her
sake, to redouble attentions, which it was evident were not
so much owing to fear or duty as to the more powerful
motives of inclination. It is reported, that, returning one
day from hunting, he went immediately into the apart-
ment of Antigonus, who was conversing with some am-
bassadors, and after stepping up and Kkissing his father,
he sat down by him, just as he wasg, still holding in his
hand the javelins which he had brought with him. Where-
upon Antigonus, who had just dismissed the ambassadors
with their answer, called out in a loud voice to them, as
they were going, “ Mention, also, that this is the way in
which we two live together;” as if to imply to them that
it was no slender mark of the power and security of his
government that there was so perfect a good understand-
ing between himself and his son. Such an unsociable,
solitary thing is power, and so much of jealousy and dis-
trust in it, that the first and greatest of the successors of
Alexander could make it a thing to glory in that he was
not so afraid of his son as to forbid his standing beside him
with a weapon in his hand. And, in fact, among all the
successors of Alexander, that of Antigonus was the only
house which, for many descents, was exempted from
crime of this kind ; or, to state it exactly, Philip was the
only one of this family who was guilty of a son’s death.
All the other families, we may fairly ray, afforded fre-
quent examples of fathers who brought their children,
husbands their wives, children their mothers, to untimely
ends; and that brothers should put brothers to death was
assumed, like the postulates of mathematicians, as the
common and recognized royal first principle of safety.



