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THE LIVES OF THE NOBLE

GREEKS AND ROMANS

The most of them compared together by that
grave learned Philosopher and Historio-

grapher Plutarch of Ch_ronea

THE LIFE OF

CAIUS MARCIUS CORIOLANUS

TH_ house of the Marcians at Rome was of the His

number of the patricians, out of the which have family
sprong many noble personages, whereof Ancus
Marcius was one, King Numa's daughter's son, who
was King of Rome after Tullus HostiJius. Of the
same house were Publius, and Quintus, who brought
to Rome their best water they had by conduits.
Censorinus also came of that family, that was so
surnamed because the people had chosen him Censor
twice. Through whose persuasion _hey made a
law, that no man from thenceforfla might require,
or enjoy the Censorship twice. _ Caiu_ Marcius,
whose life we intend now to write, being left an
orphan by his father, was brought up under his
mother, a widow, who taught us by experience,
that orphanage bringeth many discommodities to a
child, but doth not hinder him to become an honest
man, and to excel in vertue above the common sort :
as they that are meanly born, wrongfully do

In A
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Cholerick complain, that it is the occasion of their casting away,
and ira- for that no man in their youth taketh any care of
patient them to see them well brought up, and taught that

were meet. This man also is a good proof to con-
firm some men's opinions: That a rare and excel-
lent wit untaught, doth bring forth many good and
evil things together, as a fat soil that lieth un=
manured bringeth forth herbs and weeds. For this
Marcius' natural wit and great heart did mar-
vellously stir up his courage to do and attempt
notable acts. But on the other side for lack of edu-

cation, he was so cholerick and impatient, that he
would yield to no living creature : which made him
churlish, uncivil, and altogether unfit for any man's
conversation. Yet men marvelling much at his
constancy, that he was never overcome with plea-
sure, nor money, and how he would endure easily
all manner of pains and travails: thereupon they
well liked and commended his stoutness and tern=

perancy. But for all that, they could not be
acquainted with him, as one citizen useth to be
with another in the city: his behaviour was so
unpleasant to them by reason of a certain insolent
and stern manner he had, which because it was too
lordly, was disliked. And to say truly, the greatest
benefit that learning bringeth unto men, is this:
that it teacheth men that be rude and rough of
nature, by compass and rule of reason, to be civil
and courteous, and to like better the mean state,
than the higher. Now in those days, valiantness
was honoured in Rome above all other vertues:
which they call virtus, by the name of vertue it
self, as including in that general name, all other
special vertaes besides. So that _irtu_ in the Latin)
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was as much as valiantness. But Marcius being Corio-
more inclined to the wars, than any other gentle- 1anus'
man of his time, began from his childhood to give firstgoing
himself to handle weapons, and daily did exercise to wars
himself therein: and he esteemed outward armour

to no purpose, unless one were naturally armed
within. Moreover he did so exercise his body to
hardness and all kind of activity, that he was very
swift in running, strong in wrestling, and mighty in
griping, so that no man could ever cast him. Inso-
much as those who would try masteries with him
for strength and nimbleness, would say when they
were overcome: that all was by reason of his
natural strength, and hardness of ward, that never
yielded to any pain or toil he took upon him. The
first time he went to the wars, being but a stripling,
was when Tarquin surnamed the Proud (that had
been King of Rome, and was driven out for his
pride, after many attempts made by sundry battells
to come in again, wherein he was ever overcome)
did come to Rome, with all the aid of the Latins,
and many other people of Italy : even as it were to
set up his whole rest upon a battell by them, who
with a great and mighty army had undertaken to put
him into his kingdom again, not so much to plea-
sure him, as to overthrow the power of the Romans,
whose greamess they both feared and envied. In
this bat'tell, wherein were many hot and sharp en-
counters of either party, Marcius valiantly fought
in the sight of the Dictator : and a Roman soldier
being thrown to the ground even hard by him,
Marcius straight bestrid him, aM slew the enemy
with his own hands that had before overthrown the

Roman. Hereapon, after the battell was won, the
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Crowned Dictator did not forget so noble an act, and there-
with a fore first of all he crowned Marcius with a garland

garland of oaken boughs. For whosoever sayeth the life ofof oaken
boughs a Roman, it is a manner among them, to honour him

with such a garland. This was, either because the
law did this honour to the oak, in favour of the
Arcadians, who by the oracle of Apollo were in
old time called eaters of acorns: or else because

the soldiers might easily in every place come by
oaken boughs: or lastly, because they thought it
very necessary, to give him that had saved a
citizen's life, a crown of this tree to honour him,
being properly dedicated unto Jupiter, the patron
and protector of their cities, and thought amongest
other wild trees to bring forth a profitable fruit, and
of plants to be the strongest. Moreover, men at
the first beginning did use acorns for their bread,
and honey for their drink : and further, the oak did
feud their beasts, and give them birds, by taking
glue from the oaks, with the which they made bird-
lime to catch silly birds. They say that Castor
and Pollux appeared in this battell, and how
incontinently after the battell, men saw them in the
market-place at Rome, all their horses being on a
white foam : and they were the first that brought
news of the victory, even in the same place, where
remaineth at this present a temple built in the honour
of them near unto the fountain. And this is the

cause, why the day of this victory (which was the
fifteenth of July) is consecrated yet to this day unto
Castor and Pollux. Moreover it is daily seen, that
honour and reputation lighting on young men before
their time, and before they. have any great courage
by nature: the desire to win more dieth straight in
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them, which easily happeneth, the same having no His noble
deep root in them before. Where contrariwise, the endea-
first honour that valiant minds do come unto, doth your to

quicken up their appetite, hasting them forwal d as with continuewell-
force of wind, to enterprise things of high deserving deserving
praise. For they esteem not, to receive reward for
service done, but rather take it for a remembrance

and encouragement, to make them do better in time
to come : and be ashamed also to cast their honour

at their heels, not seeking to increase it still by like
desert of worthy valiant deeds. This desire being

bred in Marcius, he strained still to pass himself in
manliness, and being desirous to shew a daily in-
crease of his valiantness, his noble service did still

advance his fame, bringing in spoils upon spoils from
the enemy. Whereupon, the captains that came

afterwards (for envy of them that went before) did
contend who should most honour him, and who

should bear most honourable testimony of his
valiantness. Insomuch as the Romans having many
wars and battells in those days, Coriolanus was at
them all : and there was not a battell fought, from
whence he returned not with some reward of honour.

And as for other, the only respect that made
them valiant, was that they hoped to have honour :

hut touching Maicius, the only thing that made

him to love honour, was the joy he saw his mother
did take of him. For he thought nothing made

him so happy and honourable, as that his mother
might hear everybody praise and commend him,

that she might always see him return with a crown
upon his head, and that she might still embrace him

with tears running down her cheeks for joy. Which

desire they say Epaminondas did avow, and confess to



6 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

Ex- have been in him : as to think himself" a most happy
_emity and blessed man, that his father and mother in

of usury their lifetime had seen the victory he wan in the
com-

plained plain of Leuctra. Now as for Epaminondas, he
of at had this good hap, to have his father and mother

Rome living, to be partakers of his joy and prosperity.
But Marcius thinking all due to his mother, that
had been also due to his father if he had lived:

did not only content himself to rejoice and honour
her, but at he1 desire took a wife also, by whom he
had two children, and yet never left his mother's
house therefore. Now he being grown to great
credit and authority in Rome for his valiantness, it
fortuned there grew sedition in the city, because the
Senate did favour the rich against the people, who
did complain of the sore oppression of usurers, of
whom they borrowed money. Fol those that had
little, were yet spoiled of that little they had by
their creditors, for lack of ability to pay the usury :
who offered their goods to be sold to them that
would give most. And such as had nothing left,
their bodies were laid hold on, and they were made
their bondmen, notwithstanding all the wounds and
cuts they shewed, which they had received in many
barrels, fighting for defence of their country and
commonwealth: of the which, the last war they
made was against the Sahines, wherein they fought
upon the promise the rich men had made them, that
from thenceforth they would entreat them more
gently, and also upon the word of Marcus Valerius

! chief of the Senate, who by authority of the Council,
i and in the behalf of the rich, said they should perform
i that they had promised. But after that they had

faithfully served in this last battell of all, where they
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overcame their enemies, seeing they were never a Cofio-
whir the better, nor more gently entreated, and that ltmus
the Senate would give no care to them, but made against
as though they had forgotten their former promise, thepeople
and suffered them to be made slaves and bondmen
to their creditors, and besides, to be turned out
of all that ever they had: they fell then even to
flat rebellion and mutiny, and to stir up dangerous
tumults within the city. The Romans' enemies
hearing of this rebellion did straight enter the
territories of Rome with a marvellous great power,
spoiling and burning all as they came. Whereupon
the Senate immediately made open proclamation by
sound of trumpet, that all those that were of lawful
age to carry weapon, should come and enter their
names into the muster-master's book, to go to the
wars: but no man obeyed their commandment.
Whereupon their chief magistrates, and many of
the Senate, began to be of divers opinions among
themselves. For some thought it was reason, they
should somewhat yield to the poor people's request,
and that they should a little qualify the severity of
the law. Other held hard against that opinion,
and that was Marcius for one. For he alleged,
that the creditors, losing their money they had lent,
was not the worst thing that was thereby : but that
the lenity that was favoured, was a beginning of
disobedience, and that the proud attempt of the
communalty, was to abolish taw, and to bring all to
confusion. Therefore he said, if the Senate were
wise, they should betimes prevent and quench this
ill-favoured and worse meant beginning. The Senate
met many days in consultation about it : but in the
end they concluded nothing. The poor common
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An ex- people seeing no redress, gathered themselves one
cellent day together, and one encouraging another, they all

tale forsook the city, and encamped themselves upon atold by
Menenius hill, called at that day the holy hill, alongst the river

Agrippa of Tiber, offering no creature any hurt or violence,
or making any shew of actual rebellion : saving that
they cried as they went up and down, that the rich
men had driven them out ot the city, and that all
Italy through they might find air, water, and ground
to bury them in. Moreover, they said, to dwell at
Rome was nothing else but to be slain, or hurt
with continual wars, and fighting for defence of the
rich men's goods. The Senate being afeard of
their departure, did send unto them certain of
the pleasantest old men, and the most acceptable
to the people among them. Of those Menenius
Agripl, a was he, who was sent for chief man of
the message from the Senate. He, after many
good persuasions and gentle requests made to the
people, on the behalf of the Senate: knit up his
oration in the end, with a notable tale, in this
manner. That on a time all the members of man's

body did rebel against the belly, complaining of it,
that it only remained in the midst of the body,
without doing anything, neither did bear any labour
to the maintenance of the rest : whereas all other

parts and members did labour painfully, and were
very careful to satisfy the appetites and desires of
the body. And so the belly, all this notwithstand-
ing laughed at their folly, and said: It is true, I
first receive all meats that nourish man's body ; but
afterwards I send it again to the nourishment of
other parts of the same. Even so (quoth he) 0
you, my malsters, and citizens of Rome : the reason
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is alike between the Senate and you. For matters The first
being well digested, and their counsels throughly beginningof the
examined, touching the benefit of" the common- Tribuni
wealth: the Senators are cause of the common plebis
commodity that cometh unto every one of you.
These persuasions pacified the people, conditionally,
that the Senate would grant there should be yearly
chosen five magistrates, which they now call Tribuni
plebis, whose office should be to defend the poor
people from violence and oppression. So Junius
Brutus, and Sicinius Bellutus, were the first Tribunes
of the people that were chosen, who had only been
the causers and procurers of this sedition. Here-
upon the city being grown again to good quiet and
unity, the people immediately went to the wars,
shewing that they had a good will to do better than
ever they did, and to be very willing to obey the
magistrates in that they would command, concern-
ing the wars. Marcius also, though it liked him
nothing to see the greatness of the people thus
increased, considering, it was to the prejudice, and
imbasing of the nobility, and also saw that other
noble patricians were troubled as well as himself:
he did persuade the patricians, to shew themselves
no less forward and willing to fight for their
country, than the common people were : and to let
them know by their deeds and acts, that they did
not so much pass the people in power and riches, as
they did exceed them in true nobility and valiant-
ness. in the country of the Volscians against whom
the Romans made war at that time, there was a
principal city and of most fame, that was called
Corioli, before the which the Consul Cominius did
lay siege. Wherefore all the other Volscians fearing
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The city lest that city should be taken by assault, they came
of Corioli from all parts of the country to save it, intending to
besieged give the Romans battell before the city, and to give

an onset on them in two several places. The
Consul Cominius understanding this, divided his
army also into two parts, and taking the one part
with himself, he marched towards them that were
drawing to the city out of the country : and the
other part of his army he left in the camp with
Titus Lartius (one of the valiantest men the Romans
had at that time) to resist those that would make
any sally out of the city upon them. So the
Coriolans making small accompt of them that lay
in camp before the city, made a sally out upon them,
in the which at the first the Coriolans had the
better, and drave the Romans back again into the
trenches of their camp. But Marcins being there
at that time, running out of the camp with a
few men with him, he slew the first enemies he
met withal, and made the rest of them stay
upon the sodain, crying out to the Romans that
had turned their backs, and calling them again
to fight with a loud voice. For he was even
such another, as Cato would have a soldier and
a captain to be, not only terrible, and fierce

_' to lay about him, but to make the enemy afeard
with the sound of his voice, and grimness of his

_. countenance. Then there flocked about him im-
mediately, a great number of Romans: whereat
the enemies were so afeard, that they gave back
presently. But Marcius not staying so, did chase
and follow them to their own gates, that fled for
life. And there perceiving that the Romans retired
back, for the great number of darts and arrows

i
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which flew about their ears from the walls of the The city
city, and that there was not one man amongst of Codoli
them that durst renter himself to follow the flying taken
enemies into the city, for that it was full of men
of war, very well armed and appointed: he did
encourage his fellows with words and deeds, crying
out to them, that fortune had opened the gates of
the city, more for the followers than the fliers.
But all this notwithstanding, few had the hearts to
follow him. Howbeit Marcius being in the throng
among the enemies, thrust himself into the gates of
the city, and entred the same among them that
fled, without that any one of them durst at the first
turn their face upon him, or offer to stay him.
But he looking about him, and seeing he was entred
the city with very few men to help him, and per-
ceiving he was environed by his enemies that
gathered round about to set upon him : d_d things
as it is written, wondelful and incredible, as well
for the force of his hand, as also for the agility of
his body, and with a wonderful courage and valiant-
hess he made a lane through the middest of them,
and overthrew also those he laid at: that some

he made run to the furthest part of the city, and
other for fear he made yield themselves, and to let
fall their weapons before him. By this means,
Marcius that was gotten out, had some leisure to
bring the Romans with more safety into the city.
TiLe city being taken in this sort, the most part of
the soldiers began incontinently to spoil, to carry
away, and to lock up the booty they had won.
But Marcius was marvellous angry with them,
and cried out on them, that it was no time now to
look after spoil, and to run straggling here and
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Soldiers' there to enrich themselves, whilest the other Consul

testa- and their fellow-citizens peradventure were fighting

merits with their enemies : and how that leaving the spoil,

they should seek to wind themselves out of danger

and peril. Howbeit, cry and say to them what
he could, very few of them would hearken to him.
Wherefore taking those that willingly offered them-
selves to _bllow him, he went out of the city, and

took his way towards that part, where he under-
stood the rest of the army was: exhorting and

entreating them by the way that followed him not
to be faint-hearted, and oft holding up his hands
to heaven, he besought the gods to be g, acious and

favourable unto him, that he might come in time
to the battell, and in a good hour to hazard his life

in defence of his countrymen. Now the Romans

when they were put in battell ray, and ready to
take their targets on their arms, and to gird them

upon their arming coats, had a custom to make
their wills at that very instant, without any manner

of writing, naming him only whom they would

make their heir in the presence of three or four
witnesses. Marcius came just to that reckoning,

whilest the soldiers were doing after that sort, and

that the enemies were approached so near, as one
stood in view of the other. When they saw him
at his first coming, all bloody, and in a sweat, and

but with a few men following him: some there-

upon began to be afeard. But soon after, when
they saw him run with a lively cheer to the Consul,

and to take him by the hand, declaring how he had
taken the city of Corioli, and that they saw the
Consul Cominius also kiss and embrace him : then

there was not a man but took heart again to him,
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and began to be of a good courage, some hearing The
him report fiom point to point the happy success Volscians
of this exploit, and other also conjecturing it by wereovercome
seeing their gestures afar off. Then they all began in battell
to call upon the Consul to march forward, and to
delay no longer, but to give charge upon the enemy.
Marcius asked him how the order of their enemies'

battell was, and on which side they had placed
their best fighting men. The Consul made him
answer, that he thought the bands which were in
the vaward of their battell, were those of the
Antiates, whom they esteemed to be the warlikest
men, and which t'or valiant courage would give no
place, to any of the host of their enemies. Then
prayed Marcius, to be set directly against them.
The Consul granted him, greatly praising his cour-
age. Then Marcius, when both armies came
almost to join, advanced himself a good space
before his company, and went so fiercely to give
charge on the vaward that came right against him,
that they could stand no longer in his hands: he
made such a lane through them, and opened a
passage into the battetl of the enemies. But the
two wings of either side turned one to the other,
to compass him in between them: which the
Consul Cominius perceiving, he sent thither straight
of the best soldiers he had about him. So the
battell was marvellous bloody about Marcius, and
in a very short space many were slain in the place.
But in the end the Romans were so strong, that
they distressed the enemies, and brake their array :
and scattering them, made them fly. Then they
prayed Marcius that he would retire to the camp,
because they saw he was able to do no more,
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Valiaacy he was already so wearied with the great pain he
rewarded had taken, and so faint with the great wounds he

with had upon him. But Marclus answered them,honour
in the that it was not for conquerors to yield, nor to be

field faint-hearted : and thereupon began afresh to chase
those that fled, until such time as the army of the
enemies was utterly overthrown, and numbers of
them slain and taken prisoners. The next morning
betimes, Marcius went to the Consul, and the other
Romans with him. There the Consul Cominius

going up to his chair of state, in the presence of
the whole army, gave thanks to the gods for so
great, glorious, and prosperous a victory: then he
spake to Marcius, whose valiantness he commended
beyond the moon, both for that he himself saw
him do with his eyes, as also for that Marcius had
reported unto him. So in the end he willed
Marcius, that he should choose out of all the horses
they had taken of their enemies, and of all their
goods they had won (whereof there was great
store) ten of every sort which he liked best, before
any distribution should be made to other. Besides
this great honourable offer he had made him, he
gave him in testimony that he had won that day
the price of prowess above all other, a goodly horse
with a caparison, and all furniture to him : which
the whole army beholding, did marvellously praise
and commend. But Marcius stepping forth, told
the Consul, he most thankfully accepted the gift
of his horse, and was a glad man besides, that his
service had deserved his general's commendation:
and as for his other offer, which was rather a
mercenary reward, than an honourable recompense,
he would have none of it, but was contented to
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have his equal part with other soldiers. Only, this Marcius
grace (said he) I crave and beseech you to grant surnamed
me. Among the Volscians there is an old friend Corm-la.aus
and host of mine, an honest wealthy man, and now
a prisoner, who living before in great wealth in his
own country, liveth now a poor prisoner, in the
hands of his enemies: and yet notwithstanding all
this his misery and misfortune, it would do me
great pleasure if I could save him from this one
danger, to keep him from being sold as a slave.
The soldiers hearing Marcius' words, made a mar-
vellous great shout among them: and there were
more that wondred at his great contentation and
abstinence, when they saw so little covetousness in
him, than they were that highly praised and ex-
tolled his vahanmess. For even they themselves,
that did somewhat malice and envy his glory, to
see him thus honoured, and passingly praised, did
think him so much the more worthy of an honour-

able recompense for his valiant service, as the more
carelessly he refused the great offer made unto him
for his profit : and they esteemed more the vertue
that was in him, that made him refuse such rewards,
than that which made them to be offered to him,
as unto a worthy person. For it is far more com-
mendable, to use riches well, than to be valiant:
and yet it is better not to desire them than to
use them well. After this shout and noise of

the assembly was somewhat appeased, the Consul
Cominius began to speak in this sort. We cannot
compel Marcius to take these gifts we offer him
if he will not receive them : but we will give him
such a reward for the noble service he hath done,
as he cannot refuse, Therefore we do order and
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How the decree, that henceforth he be called Coriolanus,
Romans unless his valiant acts have won him that name

came betbre our nomination. .And so ever since, he stillto have
three bare the third name of Coriolanus. And thereby

names it appealeth, that the first name the Romans have,
as Caius: was as our Christian name now. The
second, as Marcius: was the name of the house
and family they came of. The third, was some
addition given, either for some act or notable
service, or for some mark on their face, or of some
shape of their body, or else for some special vertue
they had. Even so did the Grecians in old time
give additions to princes, by reason of some notable
act worthy memory. As when they have called
some, Sorer and Callinicos : as much to say saviour
and conqueror. Or else of some notable apparent
mark on one's face, or on his body, they have
called him Physcon, and Grypos, as ye would
say, gore-belly, and hook-nosed : or else for some
vertue, as Euergetes, and Philadelphos: to wit, a
benefactor, and lover of his brethren. Or other-
wise for one's gleat felicity, as Eud_emon : as much
to say, as fortunate. For so was the second of
the ]_atta_ surnamed. .And some kings have had
surnames of jest and mockery. .As one of the
Antigoni that was called Doson, to say, the Giver :
who was ever promising, and never giving. And
one of the Ptotemles was called Lamyros : to say,
conceltive. The Romans use more than any other
nation, to give names of mockery in this sort. As
there was one Metellus surnamed Diadematus, the
banded: because he carried a band about his head
of long time, by reason of a sore he had in his
forehead. One other of his own family was called
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Celer, the quick flyer: because a few days after Sedition
the death of his father, he shewed the people the at Rome
cruel fight of fencers at unrebated swords, which by reasonoffamLne
they found wonderful for the shortness of time.
Other had their surnames derived of some accident

of their birth. As to this day they call him
Proculeius, that is born, his father being in some
far voyage: and him Postumius, that is born
after the death of his father. And when of two
brethren twins, the one doth die, and the other
surviveth : they call the survivor, Vopiscus. Some-
times also they give surnames derived of some
mark or misfortune of the body. As Sutla, to say,
crooked nosed : Niger, black : Rufus, red : C_ccus,
blind: Claudus, lame. They did wisely in this
thing to accustom men to think, that neither the
loss of their sight, nor other such misfortunes as
may chance to men, are any shame or disgrace unto
them, but the manner was to answer boldly to such
names, as if they were called by their proper names.
Howbeit these matters would be better amplified in
other stories than this. Now when this war was
ended, the flatterers of the People began to stir up
sedition again, without any new occasion, or just
matter offered of complaint. For they did ground
this second insurrection against the nobility and
patricians, upon the people's misery and misfortune,
that could not but fall out, by reason of the former
discord and sedition between them and the nobility.
Because the most part of the arable land within the
territory of Rome, was become heathy and barren
for lack of plowing, for that they had no time nor
mean to cause corn to be brought them out of
other countries to sow, by reason of their wars

111 B
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Velitra_ which made the extreme dearth they had among
made a them. Now those busy prattlers that sought the

colony to people's good-will by such flattering words, per-Rome
ceiving great scarcity of corn to be within the city,
and though there had been plenty enough, yet the
common people had no money to buy it: they
spread abroad false tales and rumours against the
nobility, that they in revenge of the people, had
pracused and procured the extreme dearth among
them. Furthermore, in the midst of this stir,
there came ambassadors to Rome from the city of
Velitr_, that offered up their city to the Romans,
and prayed them they would send new inhabitants
to replenish the same : because the plague had been
so extreme among them, and had killed such a
number of them, as there was not left alive the
tenth person of the people that had been there before.
So the wise men of Rome began to think, that the
necessity of the Velitrians fell out in a most happy
hour, and how by this occasion it was very meet
in so great a scarcity of victuals, to disburden
Rome of a great number of citizens : and by this
means as well to take away this new sedition, and
utterly to rid it out of the city, as also to clear the
same of many mutinous and seditious persons, being
the superfluous ill humours that grievously fed this
disease. Hereupon the Consuls prickt out all those
by a bill, whom they intended to send to Velitr_e,
to go dwell there as in form of a colony : and they
levied out of all the rest that remained in the city
of Rome, a great number to go against the Volsces,
hoping by the means of foreign war, to pacify their
sedition at home. Moreover they imagined, when
the poor with the rich, and the mean sort with the
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nobility, should by this device be abroad in the The
wars, and in one camp, and in one service, and in Tribunes
one like danger: that then the)' would be more against• both these
qmet and loving together. But Slcinius and Brutus, devices
two seditious Tribunes, spake against either of these
devices, and cried out upon the noblemen, that under
the gentle name of a colony, they would cloak
and colour the most cruel and unnatural fact as
might be: because they sent their poor c*tizens
into a sore infected city and pestilent air, full of
dead bodies unburied, and there also to dwell under
the tuition of a strange god, that had so cruelly
persecuted his people. This were (said they) even
as much, as if the Senate should headlong cast
down the people into a most bottomless pit. And
are not yet contented to l,ave famished some of the
poor citizens hereto_bre to death, and to put other
of them even to the mercy of the plague: but
afiesh they have procured a voluntary war, to the
end they would leave behind no kind of misery and
ill, wherewith the poor silly People should not be
plagued, and only because they are weary to serve
the rich. The common people being set on a
broil and bravery with these words, would not
appear when the Consuls called their names by a
bill, to prest them for the wars, neither would they
be sent out to this new colony: insomuch as the
Senate knew not well what to say or do in the
matter. Marcius then, who was now grown
to great credit, and a stout man besides, and of
great reputation with the noblest men of Rome,
rose up, and openly spake against these flattering
Tribunes. And fbr the replenishing of the city
of Velitrz, he did compel those that were chosen,
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Corio- to go thither, and to depart the city, upon great
lanus penalties to him that should disobey: but to the

invadeth wars, the people by no means would be broughtthe &n-
tiate.s or constrained. 80 Marcius taking his friends and

followers with him, and such as he could by fair
words entreat to go with him, did run certain
forays into the dominion of the Antiates, where
he met with great plenty of corn, and had a mar-
vellous great spoil, as well of catte]l, as of men he
had taken prisoners, whom he brought away with
him, and reserved nothing for himself. Afterwards,
having brought back again all his men that went
out with him, safe and sound to Rome, and every
man rich and loaden with spoil: then the home-
tarrlers and house-doves that kept Rome still, began
to repent them that it was not their hap to go
with him, and so envied both them that had sped
so well in this journey, and also of malice to Mar-
cius, they spited to see his credit and estimation
increase still more and more, because they accounted
him to be a great hinderer of the people. Shortly
after this, Marcius stood for the Consulship: and
the common people favoured his suit, thinking it
would be a shame to them to deny and refuse the
chiefest nobleman of blood, and most worthy person
of Rome, and specially him that had done so great
service and good to the commonwealth. For the
custom of Rome was at that time, that such as did
sue for any office, should for certain days before be
in the market-place, only with a poor gown on
their backs, and without any coat underneath, to
pray the citizens to remember them at the day of
election : which was thus devised, either to move
the people the more, by requesting them in such
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mean apparel, or else because they might shew Ottices
them their wounds they had gotten in the wars given
in the service of the commonwealth, as manifest then bydesert
marks and testimony of their valiantness. Now it without
is not to be thought that the suitors went thus loose favour
in a simple gown in the market-place, without any
coat under it, for fear, and suspicion of the common
people: for offices of dignity in the city were not
then given by favour or corruption. It was but of
late time, and long after this, that buying and selling
fell out in election of officers, and that the voices
of the electors were bought for money. But after
corruption had once gotten way into the election
of offices, it hath run from man to man, even to
the very sentence of judges, and also among captains
in the wars: so as in the end, that only turned
commonwealths into kingdoms, by making arms
subject to money. Therefore me thinks he had
reason that said: he that first made bankets, and
gave money to the common people, was the first
that took away authority, and destroyed common
wealth. But this pestilence crept in by little and
little, and did secretly win ground still, continuing
a long time in Rome, before it was openly known
and discovered. For no man can tell who was

the first man that bought the people's voices for
money, nor that corrupted the sentence of the
judges. Howbeit at Athens some hold opinion,
that Anytus, the son of Anthemion, was the first
that fed the judges with money, about the end of
the wars of Peloponnesus, being accused of treason
for yielding up the fort of Pylos, at that time,
when the golden and unsoiled age remained yet
whole in judgement at Rome, Now Marclus
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See the following this custom, shewed many wounds and
fickle cuts upon his body, which he had received in

minds of seventeen years' service at the wars, and in manvcozn.moD

people sundry battels, being ever the foremost man that dict
set out feet to fight. So that there was not a man
among the people, but was ashamed of himself, to
refuse so valiant a man : and one of them said to
another, We must needs choose him Consul, there
is no remedy. But when the day of election was
come, and that Marcius came to the market-place
with great pomp, accompanied with all the Senate,
and the whole nobility of the city about him, who
sought to make him Consul, with the greatest in-
stance and entreaty they could, or ever attempted
for any man or matter: then the love and good-
will of the common people, turned straight to a
hate and envy toward him, fearing to put this office
of sovereign authority into his hands, being a man
somewhat partial toward the nobility, and of great
credit and authority amongst the patricians, and as
one they might doubt would take away altogether
the liberty from the people. Whereupon for these
considerations, they refused Marcius in the end,
and made two other that were suitors, Consuls. The
Senate being marvellously offended with the people,
did account the shame of this refusal, rather to re-
dound to themselves, than to Marciu,q : but Marcius
took it in far worse part than the Senate, and was
out of all patience. For he was a man too full of
passion and choler, and too much given to over self-
will and opinion, as one of a high mind and great
courage, that lacked the gravity, and affability that
is gotten with judgement of learning and reason,
which only is to be looked for in a governor of
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state: and that remembred not how wilfulness is The fruits

the thing of the world, which a governor of a of self-
commonwealth for pleasing should shun, being that will and
which Plato called solitariness. As in the end, all obstinacy
men that are wilfully given to a self-opinion and
obstinate mind, and who will never yield to others'
reason, but to their own : remain without company,
and forsaken of all men. For a man that will live

in the world, must needs have patience, which lusty
bloods make but a mock at. So Marcins being a
stout man of nature, that never yielded in any respect,
as one thinking that to overcome always, and to have
the upper hand in all matters, was a token of magna-
nimity, and of no base and faint courage, which
spitteth out anger from the most weak and pas-
sioned part of the heart, much like the matter of an
imposthume : went home to his house, full freighted
with spite and malice against the people, being ac-
companied with all the lustiest young gentlemen,
whose minds were nobly bent, as those that came
of noble race, and commonly used for to follow and
honour him. But then specially they flockt about
him, and kept him company, to his much harm ;
for they did but kindle and inflame his choler more
and more, being sorry with him for the injury the
people ot_ered him, because he was their captain
and leader to the wars, that taught them all marshal
discipline, and stirred up in them a noble emulation
of honour and valiantness, and yet without envy,
praising them that deserved best. In the mean
season, there came great plenty of corn to Rome,
that had been bought, part in Italy, and part was
sent out of Sicily, as given by Gelon the tyrant of
Syracusa: so that many stood in great hope, that
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Corio- the dearth of victuals being holpen, the civil dissen-
lanus' sion would also cease. The Senate sat in council

speech
_g'aitmt upon it immediately, the common people stood also

about the palace where the council was kept, gaping
what resolution would fall out : persuading them-
selves, that the corn they had bought should be
sold good cheap, and that which was given should
be divided by the Poll, without paying any penny,
and the rather, because certain of the Senators
amongst them did so wish and persuade the same.
But Marclus standing upon his feet, did somewhat
sharply take up those, who went about to gratify
the people therein : and called them people-pleasers,
and traitors to the nobility. Moreover, he said,
they nourished against themselves, the naughty seed
and cockle of insolency and sedition, which had been
sowed and scattered abroad amongst the people
whom they should have cut off, if they had been
wise, and have prevented their greatness : and not
to their own destruction to have suffered the people,
to stablish a magistrate for themselves, of so great
power and authority, as that man had, to whom
they had granted it. Who was also to be feared,
because he obtained what he would, and did nothing
but what he listed, neither passed for any obedience
to the Consuls, but lived in all liberty, acknowledg-
ing no superior to command him, saving the only
heads and authors of their faction, whom he called
his magistrates. Therefore, said he, "they that gave
counsel, and persuaded that the corn should be given
out to the common People gratis, as they used to do
in the cities of Greece, where the people had more
absolute power: did but only nourish their dis-
obedience, which would break out in the end, to
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the utter ruin and overthrow of the whole state, the in-

For they will not think it is done in recompense of soleacy
their service past, sithence they know well enough of the
they have so oft refused to go to the wars, when people
they were commanded : neither for their mutinies
when they went with us, whereby they have rebelled
and forsaken their country : neither for their accu-
sations which their flatterers have preferred unto
them, and they have received, and made good
against the Senate : but they will rather judge, we
give and grant them this, as abasing ourselves, and
standing in fear of them, and glad to flatter them
every way. By this means, their disobedience will
still grow worse and worse: and they will never
leave to practise new sedition and uproars. There-
fore it were a great folly for us, methinks, to do it :
yea, shall I say more ? we should if we were wise,
take from them their Tribuneship, which most mani-
festly is the embasing of the Consulship, and the
cause of the division of the city. The state whereof
as it standeth, is not now as it was wont to be, but
becometh dismembred in two factions, which main-
tains always civil dissension and discord between us,
and will never suffer us again to be united into one
body." Marcius dilating the matter with many such
like reasons, won all the young men, and almost all
the rich men to his opinion : insomuch they rang
it out, that he was the only man, and alone in the
city, who stood out against the people, and never
flattered them. There were only a few old men
that spake against him, fearing lest some mischief
might fall out upon it, as indeed there followed no
great good afterward. For the Tribunes of the
people, being present at this consultation of the
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Sedition Senate, when they saw that the opinion of Marcius
at Rome was confirmed with the more voices, they left the

for Corio- Senate, and went down to the people, crying out for
lrmus help, and that they would assemble to save their

Tribunes. Hereupon the people ran on head in
tumult together, before whom the words that Mar-
cius spake in the Senate were openly reported:
which the people so stomached, that even in that
fury they were ready to fly upon the whole Senate.
But the Tribunes laid all the fault and burthen

wholly upon Marcius, and sent their sergeants forth-
with to arrest him, presently to appear in person
before the people, to answer the words he had
spoken in the Senate. Marcius stoutly withstood
these offacers that came to arrest him. Then the

Tribunes in their own persons, accompanied with
the ./Ediles, went to fetch him by force, and so
laid violent hands upon him. Howbeit the noble
patricians gathering together about him, made
the Tribunes give back, and laid sore upon the
2Ediles : so for that time, the night parted them,
and the tumult appeased. The next morning be-
times, the Consuls seeing the people in an uproar,
running to the market-place out of all parts of the
city, they were afraid lest all the city would to-
gether by the ears : wherefore assembling the Senate
in all haste, they declared how it stood them upon,
to appease the fury of the people, with some gentle
words, or grateful decrees in their favour: and
moreover, like wise men they should consider, it
was now no time to stand at defence and in con-

tention, nor yet to fight for honour against the
communalty; they being fallen to so great an
exuemity, and offering such imminent danger,
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Wherefore they were to consider temperately of Articles
things, and to deliver some present and gentle paci- against
fication. The most part of the Senators that were Corio-
present at this council, thought this opinion best, lanus
and gave their consents unto it. Whereupon the
Consuls rising out of council, went to speak unto
the people as gently as they could, and they did
pacify their fury and anger, purging the Senate of
all the unjust accusations laid upon them, and used
great modesty in persuading them, and also in re-
proving the faults they had committed. And as
for the rest, that touched the sale of corn: they
promised there should be no disliking offered them
in the price. So the most part of the people being
pacified, and appearing so plainly by the great silence
and still that was among them, as yielding to the
Consuls, and liking well of their words : the Tri-
bunes then of the people rose out of their seats, and
said : Forasmuch as the Senate yielded unto reason,
the people also for their part, as became them, did
likewise give place unto them: but notwithstand-
ing, they would that Marcius should come in person
to answer to the articles they had devised. First,
whether he had not solicited and procured the Senate
to change the present state of the common-weal, and
to take the sovereign authority out of the people's
hands. Next, when he was sent for by authority
of their officers, why he did contemptuously resist
and disobey. Lastly, seeing he had driven and
beaten the 2_Ediles into the market-place before all
the world: if in doing this, he had not done as
much as in him lay, to raise civil wars, and to set
one citizen against another. All this was spoken
to one of these two ends, either that Marcius against
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Corio- his nature should be constrained to humble himself,
lanus' and to abase his haughty and fierce mind : or else

stoutness if he continued still in his stoutness, he should incurin defence
of himself the people's displeasure and ill-will so far, that he

should never possibly win them again. Which
they hoped would rather fall out so, than other-
wise : as indeed they guessed unhappily, considering
Marcius' nature and disposition. So Marcius came,
and presented himself, to answer their accusations
against him, and the people held their peace, and
gave attentive ear, to hear what he would say.
But where they thought to have heard very humble
and lowly words come from him, be began not
only to use his wonted boldness of speaking (which
of itself was very rough and unpleasant, and did
more aggravate his accusation, than purge his inno-
cency) but also gave himself in his words to thunder,
and look therewithal so grimly, as though he made
no reckoning of the matter. This stirred coals
among the people, who were in wonderful fury at
it, and their hate and malice grew so toward him,
that they could hold no longer, bear, nor endure
his bravery and careless boldness. Whereupon
Sicinius, the cruellest and stoutest of the Tribunes,
after he had whispered a little with his companions,
did openly pronounce in the face of all the people,
Marcius as condemned by the Tribunes to die.
Then presently he commanded the dEdiles to
apprehend him, and carry him straight to the rock
Tarpeian, and to cast him headlong down the
same. When the ./Ediles came to lay hands upon
Marcius to do that they were commanded, divers
of the people themselves thought it too cruel and
violent a deed. The noble men also being much
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troubled to see such force and rigour used, began Sicinias
to cry aloud, Help Marcius; so those that laid prO=
hands on him being repulsed, they compassed him notmeethsentence
in round among themselves, and some of them of death
holding up their hands to the people, besought
them not to handle him thus cruelly. But neither
their wolds, nor crying out could aught prevail,
the tumult and hurly-burly was so great, until such
time as the Tribunes' own friends and kinsmen

weighing with themselves the impossibleness to con=
vey Marcius to execution, without great slaughter
and murder of the nobility : did persuade and advise
not to proceed in so violent and extraordinary a
sort, as to put such a man to death, without lawful
process in law, but that they should refer the sentence
of his death, to the free voice of the people. Then
Sieinius bethinking himself a little, did ask the
patricians, for what cause they took Marcius out of
the officers' hands that went to do execution ? The

patricians asked him again, why they would of
themselves so cruelly and wickedly put to death,
so noble and valiant a Roman as Marcius was,
and that without law or justice ? Well then, said
Sicinius, if that be the matter, let there be no more
quarrel or dissension against the people: for they
do grant your demand, that his cause shall be heard
according to the law. Therefore said he to Marcius,
We do will and charge you to appear before the
people, the third day of our next sitting and assembly
here, to make your purgation for such articles as
shall be objected against you, that by free voice
the people may give sentence upon you as shall
please them. The noblemen were glad then of
the adjournment, and were much pleased they had
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Corio-gotten Marcius out of this danger. In the mean
lanus space, before the third day of their next session

hath day came about, the same being kept every ninth daygiven
him to continually at Rome, whereupon they call it now

answer in Latin, Nundm¢ : there fell out war against the
the people Antiates, which gave some hope to the nobility,

that this adjournment would come to little effect,
thinking that this war would hold them so long, as
that the fury of the people against him would be
well swaged, or utterly forgotten, by reason of the
trouble of the wars. But contrary to expectation,
the peace was concluded presently with the Antiates,
and the people returned again to Rome. Then the
patricians assembled oftentimes together, to consult
how they might stand to Marcms, and keep the
Tribunes from occasion to cause the people to
mutiny again, and rise against the nobility. And
there Appius Claudius (one that was taken ever as
a heavy enemy to the people) did avow and pro-
test, that they would utterly abase the authority of
the Senate, and destroy the common-weal, if they
would suffer the common people to have authority
by voices to give judgement against the nobility.
On the other side again, the most ancient Senators,
and such as were given to favour the common people,
said: That when the people should see they had
authority of lif_ and death in their hands, they
would not be so cruel and fierce, but gentle and
civil. More also, that it was not for contempt of
nobility or the Senate, that they sought to have the
authority of justice in their hands, as a preheminence
and prerogative of honour : but because they feared,
that themselves should be contemned and hated of
the nobility. So as they were persuaded, that so



CORIOLANUS 3x

soon as they gave them authority to judge by voices : Corio-
so soon would they leave all envy and malice to lanus
condemn any. Marcius seeing the Senate in great accused
doubt how to resolve, partly for the love and good- that hesought
will the nobility did bear him, and ]tartly for the to be
fear they stood in of the people: asked aloud of King
the Tribunes, what matter they would burden him
with ? The Tribunes answered him, that they
would show how he did aspire to be King, and
would prove that all his actions tended to usurp
tyrannical power over Rome. Matcius with that,
rising up on his feet, said : That thereupon he did
willingly offer himself to the people, to be tried
upon that accusation. And that if it were proved
by him, he had so much as once thought of any
such matter, that he would then refuse no klnd of
punishment they would offer him: conditionally
(quoth he) that you charge me with nothing else
besides, and that ye do not also abuse the Senate.
They promised they would not. Under these con-
ditions the judgement was agreed upon, and the
people assembled. And first of all the Tribunes
would in any case (whatsoever became of it) that
the people would proceed to give their voices by
tribes, and not by hundreds : for by this means the
multitude of the poor needy people (and all such
rabble as had nothing to lose, and had less regard
of honesty before their eyes) came to be of greater
force (because their voices were numbred by the
poll) than the noble honest citizens, whose persons
and purse did dutifully serve the commonwealth in
their wars. And then when the Tribunes saw they
could not prove he went about to make himself
King, they began to broach afresh the former
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Corio- words that Marcius had spoken in the Senate, in
lanus hindering the distribution of the corn at mean price

banished unto the common people, and persuading also to
for ever take the office of Tribuneship from them. And

for the third, they charged him anew, that he had
not made the common distribution of the spoil
he had gotten in the invading the territories of the
Antiates : but had of his own authority divided it
among them, who were with him in that journey.
But this matter was most strange of all to Marcius,
looking least to have been burdened with that, as
with any matter of offence. Whereupon being
burdened on the sodain, and having no ready
excuse to make even at that instant : he began to
fall a-praising of the soldiers that had served with
him in that journey. But those that were not with
him, being the greater number, cried out so loud,
and made such a noise, that he could not be heard.
To conclude, when they came to tell the voices
of the tribes, there were three voices odd, which
condemned him to be banished for ever. After
declaration of the sentence, the people made such
joy, as they never rejoiced more for any battell
they had won upon their enemies, they were so
brave and lively, and went home so jocondly from
the assembly, for triumph of this sentence. The
Senate again in contrary manner were as sad and
heavy, repenting themselves beyond measure, that
they had not rather determined to have done and
suffered anything whatsoever, before the common
people should so arrogantly and outrageously have
abused their authority. There needed no difference
of garments I warrant you, nor outward shows to
know a plebeian from a patrician, for they were
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easily discerned by their looks. For he that was Corio-
on the people's side, looked cheerily on the matter : /anus'
but he that was sad, and hung down his head, he constantmind in
was sure of the noblemen's side. Saving Marcius adversity
alone, who neither in his countenance nor in his
gait, did ever show himself abashed, or once let
fall his great courage: but he only of all other
gentlemen that were angry at his fortune, did out-
wardly show no manner of passion, nor care at all of
himself. Not that he did patiently bear and temper
his evil hap, in respect of any reason he had, or
by his quiet condition : but because he was so carried
away with the vehemency of anger, and desire of
revenge, that he had no sense nor feeling of the hard
state he was in, which the common people judge
not to be sorrow, although indeed it be the very
same. For when sorrow (as you would say) is set
on fire, then it is converted into spite and malice, and
driveth away for that time all faintness of heart and
natural fear. And this is the cause why the
cholerick man is so altered and mad in his actions,
as a man set on fire with a burning ague : for when
a man's heart is troubled within, his pulse will beat
marvellous strongly. Now that Marcius was even
in that taking, it appeared true soon after by his
doings. For when he was come home to his house
again, and had taken his leave of his mother and
wife, finding them weeping and shrieking out for
sorrow, and had also comforted and persuaded
them to be content with his chance : he went im-

mediately to the gate of the city, accompanied with
a great number of patricians that brought him
thither, from whence he went on his way with
three or four of his friends only, taking nothing with

In C
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C_r- him, nor requesting anything of any man. So he
I&uus dis- remained a few days in the country at his houses,

gatsed turmoiled with sundry sorts and kinds of thoughts,
suchS'as the fire of his choler did stir up. In the
end,'-seeing he could resolve no way, to take a
profitable or honourable course, but only was pricked
forward still to be revenged of the Romans: he
thought to raise up some great wars against them,
by their nearest neighbours. Whereupon he thought
it his best way, first to stir up the Volscians against
them, knowing they were yet able enough in
stren_h and riches to encounter them, notwith-
standing their former losses they had received not
long before, and that their power was not so much
impaired, as their malice and desire was increased
to be revenged of the Romans. Now in the city
of Antium, there was one called Tullus Aufidius,
who for his riches, as also for his nobility and
valiantness was honoured among the Volscians as
a king. Marcius knew very well that Tullus did
more malice and envy him, than he did all the
Romans besides: because that many times in
battels where they met, they were ever at the
encounter one against another, like lusty courage-
ous youths, striving in all emulation of honour, and
had encountred many times together. Insomuch
as besides the common quarrel between them,
there was bred a marvellous private hate one against
another. Yet notwithstanding, considering that
Tullus Aufidius was a man of a great mind, and
that he above all other of the Volscians most desired

revenge of the Romans, for the injuries they had
done unto them : he did an act that confirmed the
true words of an ancient poet, who said :
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It is a thing full hard man's anger to withstand, _Ot_thto
If it be stiffly bent to take an enterprise in hand. _liltm
For then most men will have the thing that they desire_
Although it cost their lives therefore: such force hath

wicked ire.

And so did he. For he disguised himself in
such array and attire, as he thought no man could
ever have known him for the person he was, seeing
him in that apparel he had upon his back : and as
Homer said of Ulysses,

So did he enter into the enemy's town.

It was even twilight when he entred the city of
Antium, and many people met him in the streets,
but no man knew him. So he went directly to
Tullus Aufidius' house, and when he came thither,
he got him up straight to the chimney hearth, and
sat him down, and spake not a word to any man,
his face all muflqed over. They of the house spy-
ing him, wondred what he should be, and yet they
durst not bid him rise. For ill-favouredly muflqed
and disguised as he was, yet there appeared a certain
majesty in his countenance, and in his silence:
whereupon they went to Tutlus who was at supper,
to tell him of the strange disguising of this man.
Tullus rose presently from the board, and coming
towards him, asked him what he was, and where-
fore he came. Then Marcius unmumed himself,
and after he had paused a while, making no answer,
he said unto him. "If thou knowest me not yet,
Tullus, and seeing me, dost not perhaps believe me
to be the man I am indeed, I must of necessity
bewray my self to be that I am. I am Caius
Marcius, who hath done to thy self particularly, and
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Corio- to all the Volscians generally, great hurt and mischief,
lanus' which I cannot deny for my surname of Coriolanusoration to

Tullus that I bear. For I never had other benefit nor
Aufidius recompense, of all the true and painful service I

have done, and the extreme dangers I have been in,
but this only surname : a good memory and witness
of the malice and displeasure thou shouldest bear
me. Indeed the name only remaineth with me :
for the rest, the envy and cruelty of the people of
Rome have taken from me, by the sufferance of the
dastardly nobility and magistrates, who have for-
saken me, and let me be banished by the people.
This extremity hath now driven me to come as a
poor suitor, to take thy chimney hearth, not of any
hope I have to save my life thereby. For if I had
feared death, I would not have come hither to have
put my life in hazard: but prickt forward with
desire to be revenged of them that thus have
banished me, which now I do begin, in putting
my person into the hands of their enemies. Where-
fore, if thou hast any heart to be wrecked of the
injuries thy enemies have done thee, speed thee
now, and let my misery serve thy turn, and so use
it, as my service may be a benefit to the Volscians :
promising thee, that I will fight with better good-
will for all you, than I did when I was against you,
knowing that they fight more valiantly, who know
the force of the enemy, than such as have never
proved it. And if it be so that thou dare not, and
that thou art weary to prove fortune any more : then
am I also weary to live any longer. And it were
no wisdom in thee, to save the life of him, who
hath been heretofore thy mortal enemy, and whose
service now can nothing help nor pleasure thee."
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Tullus hearing what he said, was a marvellous glad Great dis-
man, and taking him by the hand, he said unto him. sension
" Stand up, O Marcins, and be of good cheer, for in at Rome
proffering thyself unto us, thou dost us great honour -
and by this means thou mayest hope also of greater
things, at all the Volscians' hands." So he feasted
him for that time, and entertained him in the
honourablest manner he could, talking with him in
no other matters at that present : hut within few
days after, they fell to consultation together in what
sort they should begin their wars. Now on the
other side, the city of Rome was in marvellous
uproar and discord, the nobility against the com-
munatty, and chiefly for Marcius' condemnation
and banishment. Moreover the priests, the sooth-
sayers, and private men also, came and declared to
the Senate certain sights and wonders in the air,
which they had seen, and were to be considered of:
amongst the which, such a vision happened. There

_ was a citizen of Rome called Titus Latinus, a man
of mean quality and condition, but otherwise an
honest sober man, given to a quiet life, without super-
stition, and much less to vanity or lying. This
man had a vision in his dream, in the which he
thought that Jupiter appeared unto him, and com-
manded him to signify to the Senate, that they had
caused a very vile lewd dancer to go before the
procession • and said, the first time this vision had
appeared unto him, he made no reckoning of it :
and coming again another time into his mind, he
made not much more account of the matter than
before. In the end, he saw one of his sons die,
who had the best nature and condition of all his

brethren - and suddenly he himself was so taken in
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The all his limbs, that he became tame and impotent.
Ramaas' Hereupon he told the whole circumstance of this

manner of vision before the Senate, sitting upon his httle couchpunishing
their or bed, whereon he was carried on men's arms : and

slaves he had no sooner reported this vision to the Senate,
but he presently felt his body and limbs restored
again to their former strength and use. So raising
up himself upon his couch, he got up on his feet at
that instant, and walked home to his house, without
help of any man. The Senate being amazed at this
matter, made diligent inquiry to understand the
truth : and in the end they found there was such a
thing. There was one that had delivered a bond-
man of his that had offended him, into the hands of
other slaves and bondmen, and had commanded
them to whip him up and down the market-place,
and afterwards to kill him • and as they had him in
execution, whipping him cruelly, they did so martyr
the poor wretch, that for the cruel smart and pain
he felt, he turned and writhed his body in strange
and pitiful sort. The procession by chance came
by even at the same time, and many that followed
it, were heartily moved and offended with the sight,
saying : that this was no good sight to behold, nor
meet to be met in procession time. ]3ut for all this,
there was nothing done: saving they blamed and
rebuked him that punished his slave so cruelly.
For the Romans at that time, did use their bond-
men very gently, because they themselves did labour
with their own hands, and lived with them and
among them : and therefore they did use them the
more gently and familiarly. For the greatest
punishment they gave a slave that had offended,
was this. They made him carry a Iimmer on
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his shoulders that is fastened to the axletree of A cere-

a coach, and compelled him to go up and down mony in-
in that sort amongst all their neighbours. He stitutedby King
that had once abidden this punishment, and was seen Nnma
in that manner, was proclaimed and cried in every
market-town : so that no man would ever trust him

after, and they called him I;'urcifer, because the
Latins call the wood that runneth into the axle-

tree of the coach, furca, as much to say, as a forke.
Now when Latinus had made report to the Senate
of the vision that had happened to him, they were
devising whom this unpleasant dancer should be,
that went before the procession. Thereupon certain
that stood by, remembred the poor slave that was
so cruelly whipped through the market-place, whom
they afterwards put to death: and the thing that
made them remember it, was the strange and rare
manner of his punishment. The priests hereupon
were repaired unto for their advice: they were
wholly of opinion, that it was the whipping of the
slave. So they caused the slave's maister to be
punished, and began again a new procession, and all
other shews and sights in honour of Jupiter. But
hereby appeareth plainly, how King Numa did
wisely ordain all other ceremonies concerning devo-
tion to the gods, and specially this custom which he
established, to bring the people to religion. For
when the magistrates, bishops, priests, or other reli-
gious ministers go about any divine service, or matter
of religion, an herald ever goeth before them, crying
out aloud, Hoc age : as to say, do this, or mind this.
Hereby they are specially commanded, wholly to
dispose themselves to serve God, leaving all other
business and matters aside: knowing well enough,
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The that whatsoever most men do, they do it as in a
supersti- manner constrained unto it. But the Romans did

tlon of the ever use to begin again their sacrifices, processions,
Romans plays, and such like shews done in honour of the

gods, not only upon such an occasion, but upon
lighter causes than that. As when they went a
procession through the city, and did carry the
images of their gods, and such other like holy
reliques upon open hallowed coaches or charrets,
called in Latin Tens,r : one of the coach horses
that drew them stood still, and would draw no
more: and because also the coachman took the

reins of the bridle with the left hand, they ordained
that the procession should be begun again anew. l
Of later time also, they did renew and begin a
sacrifice thirty times one after another, because they
thought still there fell out one fault or other in the
same, so holy and devout were they to the gods.
Now Tullus and Marcius had secret conference

with the greatest personages of the city of Antium,
declaring unto them, that now they had good time
offered them to make war with the Romans, while
they were in dissension one with another. They
answered them, they were ashamed to break the
league, considering that they were sworn to keep
peace for two years. Howbeit shortly after, the
Romans gave them great occasion to make war
with them. For on a holy day common plays
being kept in Rome, upon some suspicion, or false
report, they made proclamation by sound of trumpet,
that all the Volscians should avoid out of Rome
before sunset. Some think this was a craft and
deceit of Marcius, who sent one to Rome to the
Consuls, to accuse the Volscians falsely, advertising
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them how they had made a conspiracy to set upon The
them, whilst they were busy in seeing these games, Romans
and also to set their city on fire. This open procla- gave theVolscians
mation made all the Volscians more offended with occasion
the Romans, than ever they were before: and of warn
Tullus aggravating the matter, did so inflame the
Volsci against them, that in the end they sent
their ambassadors to Rome, to summon them to
deliver their lands and towns again, which they
had taken from them in times past, or to took for
present wars. The Romans hearing this, were
marvellounly nettled: and made no other answer
but thus: if the Volscians be the first that begin
war, the Romans will be the last that will end it.
Incontinently upon return of the Volscians' am-
bassadors, and delivery of the Romans' answer:
Tullus caused an assembly general to be made of
the Volscians, and concluded to make war upon the
Romans. This done, Tullus did counsel them to
take Marcius into their service, and not to mistrust
him for the remembrance of anything past, but
boldly to trust him in any matter to come : for he
would do them more service in fighting for them,
than ever he did them displeasure in fighting against
them. So Marcius was called forth, who spake so
excellently in the presence of them all, that he was
thought no less eloquent in tongue, than warlike in
shew: and declared himself both expert in wars,
and wise with valiantness. Thus he was joined in
commission with Tullus as general of the Volscians,
having absolute authority between them to follow
and pursue the wars. But Marcius fearing lest
tract of time to bring this army together with all the
munition and furniture of the Volscians, would rob
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Corio- him of the mean he had to execute his purpose and
kan_s in- intent : left order with the rulers and chief of the

vadeth city, to assemble the rest of their power, and to
prepare all necessary provision for the camp. Then
he with the lightest soldiers he had, and that were ,
willing to follow him, stale away upon the sudden,
and marched with all speed, and entered the terri-
tories of Rome, before the Romans heard any news
of his coming. Insomuch as the Volscians found
such spoil in the fields, as they had more than they
could spend in their camp, and were weary to drive
and carry away that they had. Howbeit the gain
of the spoil and the hurt they did to the Romans in
this invasion, was the least part of his intent. For
his chiefest purpose was, to increase still the malice
and dissension between the nobility, and the com-
munalty : and to draw that on, he was very careful
to keep the noble men's lands and goods safe from
harm and burning, but spoiled all the whole country
besides, and would suffer no man to take or hurt
anything of the noble men's. This made greater stir
and broil between the nobility and the people, than
was before. For the noble men fell out with the

people, because they had so unjustly baniahed a man
of so great valour and power. The people on the
other side, accused the nobility, how they had pro-
cured Marcius to make these wars, to be revenged
of them : because it pleased them to see their goods
burnt and spoiled before their eyes, whilst them-
selves were well at ease, and did behold the people's
losses and misfortunes, and knowing their own goods
safe and out of danger : and how the war was not
made against the noble men, that had the enemy
abroad, to keep that they bad in safety. Now
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Marcius having done this first exploit (which made the terri-
the Volscians bolder, and less fearful of the Romans) tories
brought home all the army again, without loss of of theRomans
any man. After their whole army (which was
marvellous great, and very forward to service) was
assembled in one camp : they agreed to leave part
of it for garrison in the country about, and the
other part should go on, and make the war upon the
Romans. So Marcius bad Tullus choose, andtake
which of the two charges he liked best. Tullus
made him answer, he knew by experience that
Marcius was no less valiant than himself, and how
he ever had better fortune and good hap in all
battetls, than himself had. Therefore he thought
it best for him to have the leading of those that
should make the wars abroad : and himself would

keep home, to provide for the safety of the cities
and of his country, and to furnish the camp also of
all necessary provision abroad. So Marcius being
stronger than before, went first of all unto the city
of Cerceii, inhabited by the Romans, who willingly
yielded themselves, and therefore had no hurt.
From thence he entred the counuy of the Latins,
imagining the Romans would fight with him there,
to defend the Latins, who were their confederates,
and had many times sent unto the Romans for their
aid. But on the one side, the people of Rome
were very ill willing to go : and on the other side
the Consuls being upon going out of their office,
would not hazard themselves for so small a time :
so that the ambassadors of the Latins returned home
again, and did no good. Then Marcius did besiege
their cities, and having taken by force the towns
of the Tolerinians, Vicanians, Pedanians, and the
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Great Bolanians, who made resistance : he sacked all their
heart- goods, and took them prisoners. Such as did yield

burning themselves willingly unto him, he was as careful as
possible might be, to defend them from hurt : and
because they should receive no damage by his will,
he removed his camp as far from their confines as
he could. Afterwards, he took the city of Bole
by assault, being about an hundred furlong from
Rome, where he had a marvellous great spoil, and
put every man to the sword that was able to carry
weapon. The other Volscians that were appointed
to remain in garrison for defence of their country,
hearing this good news, would tarry no longer at
home, but armed themselves, and ran to Marcius'
camp, saying they did acknowledge no other captain
but him. Hereupon his fame ran through all Italy,
and every one praised him for a valiant captain, for
that by change of one man for another, such and so
strange events fell out in the State. In this while,
all went still to wrack at Rome. For, to come
into the field to fight with the enemy, they could
not abide to hear of it, they were one so much
against another, and full of seditious words, the
nobility against the people, and the people against
the nobility. Until they had intelligence at the
length that the enemies had laid siege to the city of
Lavinium, in the which were all the temples and
images of the gods their protectors, and from whence
came first their ancient original, for that 2Eneas at
his first arrival into Italy did build that city. Then
fell there out a marvellous sudden change of mind
among the people, and far more strange and con-
trary in the nobility. For the people thought good
to repeal the condemnation and exile of Marcius.
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The Senate assembled upon it, would in no case betwixt
yield to that. Who either did it of a selfwill to be the no-
contrary to the people's desire : or because Marcius bility and
should not return through the grace and favour of the people
the people. Or else, because they were throughly
angry and offended with him, that he would set
upon the whole, being offended but by a few, and
in his doings would shew himself an open enemy
besides unto his country : notwithstanding the most
part of them took the wrong they had done him, in
marvellous ill part, and as if the injury had been
done unto themselves. Report being made of the
Senate's resolution, the people found themselves
in a strait: for they could authorise and confirm
nothing by their voices, unless it had been first pro-
pounded and ordained bythe Senate. But Marcius
hearing this stir about him, was in a greater rage
with them than before : insomuch as he raised his

siege incontinently before the city of Lavinium, and
going towards Rome, lodged his camp within forty
furlong of the city, at the ditches called Cluilia_.
His encamping so near Rome, did put all the whole
city in a wonderful fear: howbeit for the present
time it appeased the sedition and dissension betwixt
the nobility and the people. For there was no
consul, senator, nor magistrate, that durst once
contrary the opinion of the people, for the calling
home again of Marcius. When they saw the
women in a marvellous fear, running up and down
the city : the temples of the gods full of old people,
weeping bitterly in their praye, s to the gods : and
finally, not a man either wise or hardy to provide
for their safety : then they were all of opinion, that
the people had reason to call home Marcius again,
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The to reconcile themselves to him, and that the Senate
Romans on the contrary part, were in marvellous great fault

amad am- to be angry and in choler with him, when it stood
busadors them upon rather to have gone out and entreated

him. So they all agreed together to send ambas-
sadors unto him, to let him understand how his
countrymen did call him home again, and restored
him to all his goods, and besought him to deliver
them from this war. The ambassadors that were

sent, were Marcius' familiar friends and acquaint-
ance, who looked at the least for a courteous wel-
come of him, as of their familiar friend and kinsman.
Howbeit they found nothing less. For at their
coming, they were brought through the camp, to the
place where he was set in his chair of state, with a
marvellous and an unspeakable majesty, having the
chiefest men of the Volscians about him: so he com-

manded them to declare openly the cause of their
coming. Which they delivered in the most humble
and lowly words they possibly could devise, and
with all modest countenance and behaviour agreeable
for the same. When they had done their message :
for the injury they had done him, he answered them
very hotly, and in great choler. But as general of
the Volscians, he willed them to restore unto the

Volscians, all their lands and cities they had taken
from them in former wars : and moreover, that they
should give them the like honour and freedom of
Rome, as they had before given to the Latins. For
otherwise they had no other mean to end this war,
if they did not grant these honest and just conditions
of peace. Thereupon he gave them thirty days'
respite to make him answer. So the ambassadors
returned straight to Rome, and Marcius forthwith
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departed with his army out of the territories of the to Corio-
Romans. This was the first matter wherewith the lanus to

Volscians (that most envied Marcius' glory and treat of
authority) did charge Marcius with. Among Imace
those, Tullus was chief: who though he had re-
ceived no private injury or displeasure of Marcius,
yet the common fauh and imperfection of man's
nature wrought in him, and it grieved him to see
his own reputation blemished, through Marcius'
great fame and honour, and so himself to be less
esteemed of the Volscians, than he was before. This
fell out the more, because every man honoured
Marcius, and thought he only could do all, and
that all other governors and captains must be con-
tent with such credit and authority, as he would
please to countenance them with. From hence
they derived all their first accusations and secret

murmurings against Marcius. For private captains
conspiring against him, were very angry with him :
and gave it out, that the removing of the camp was
a manifest treason, not of the towns, nor forts, nor
of arms, but of time and occasion, which was a loss
of great importance, because it was that which in
treason might both loose and bind all, and preserve
the whole. Now Marcius having given the Romans
thirty days' respite for their answer, and specially
because the wars have not accustomed to make any
great changes, in less space of time than that: he
thought it good yet, not to lie asleep and idle all
the while, but went and destroyed the lands of the
enemy's allies, and took seven great cities of theirs
well inhabited, and the Romans durst not once put
themselves into the field, to come to their aid and
help : they were so faint-hearted, so mistrustful, and
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fAnother loth besides to make wars. Insomuch as they

ambas- properly resembled the bodies paralytick, and loosed
sade sent of their limbs and members : as those which throughto Corio-

lanns the palsy have lost all their sense and feeling.
Wherefore, the time of peace expired, Marcius
being returned into the dominions of the Romans
again with all his army, they sent another ambassade
unto him, to pray peace, and the remove of the
Volscians out of their country : that afterwards they
might with better leisure fall to such agreements
together, as should be thought most meet and
necessary. For the Romans were no men that
would ever yield for fear. But if he thought the
Volscians had any ground to demand reasonable
articles and conditions, all that they would reason-
ably ask should be granted unto, by the Romans,
who of themselves would willingly yield to reason,
conditionally, that they did lay down arms. Marcius
to that answered: that as general of the Volscians he
would reply nothing unto it. But yet as a Roman
citizen, he would counsel them to let fall their
pride, and to be conformable to reason, if they were
wise: and that they should return again within
three days, delivering up the articles agreed upon,
which he had first dehvered them. Or other-
wise, that he would no more give them assurance or
safe conduct to return again into his camp, with such
vain and frivolous messages. When the ambas-
sadors were returned to Rome, and had reported
Marcius' answer to the Senate : their city being in
extreme danger, and as it were in a terrible storm
or tempest, they threw out (as the common proverb
sayeth) their holy anker. For then they appointed
all the bishops, priests, ministers of the gods, and
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keepers of holy things, and all the augurs or sooth- The
sayers, which foreshew things to come by observa- priests
tion of the flying of birds (which is an old ancient andsooth-
kind of prophesying and divination amongst the sayers
Romans) to go to Marcius apparelled, as when sent to
they do their sacrifices : and first to entreat him to him
leave off war, and then that he would speak to his
countrymen, and conclude peace with the Volscians.
Marcius suffered them to come into his camp, but
yet he granted them nothing the more, neither did
he entertain them or speak more courteously to
them, than he did the first time that they came unto
him, saving only that he willed them to take the
one of the two: either to accept peace under the
first conditions offered, or else to receive war.
When all this goodly rabble of superstition and
priests were returned, it was determined in council
that none should go out of the gates of the city, and
that they should watch and ward upon the walls, to
repulse their enemies if they came to assault them :
referring themselves and all their hope to time, and
fortune's uncertain favour, not knowing otherwise
how to remedy the danger. Now all the city was
full of tumult, fear, and marvellous doubt what
would happen: until at the length there fell out
such a like matter, as Homer oh-times said they
would least have thought of. For in great matters,
that happen seldom, Homer saith, and crieth out
in this sort :

The goddess Pallas she, with her fair glittering eyes,
Did put into his mind such thoughts, and made him

so devise.

And in another place :
III D
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Free will But sure some god hath ta'en out of the people's mind
anddivine Both wit and understanding eke, and have therewith

inspira- assigned
tiOll Some uther _imple _plrit instead thereof to bide,

That su they might their doings all for lack of wit
misguide.

And in another place :

'l't_c peuph _of themselves did either it eon_ider,
Or else _om¢ god instructed them, and so they joined

together.

Many reckon not ot Homer, as referring matters

unpossible, and fables of no likelihood or troth,
unto man's reason, freewill, or judgement: which

indeed is not his meaning. But things true and

likely, he maketh to depend of our own fi'ee will

and reason. For he oft speaketh these words:

I ha_e thougt_t it in my noble heart:

And in another place :

Achilles angry was, and sorry for to hear
Him so to say: his heavy breast was fraught with

pensive fear.

And again in another place :

Bd|erophon she could not move with her falr tongue ;
So honest and so vertuous he was the rest among.

But in wondrous and extraordinary things, which

are done by secret inspirations and motions, he doth
not say that God taketh away from man his choice
and freedom of will, but that he doth move it:

neither that he doth work desire in us, but ob_ecteth
to our minds certain imaginations whereby we are
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led to desire, and thereby doth not make this our The visit
action forced, but openeth the way to our will, of Valeria
and addeth thereto courage, and hope of success, unto Vol-
For, either we must say, that the gods meddle not urania
with the causes and beginnings of our actions: or
else what other means have they to help and further
men? It is apparent that they handle not our
bodies, nor move not our feet and hands, when
there is occasion to use them : but that part of our
mind from which these motions proceed, is in-
duced thereto, or carried away by such objects and
reasons, as God offereth unto it. Now the Roman
ladies and gentlewomen did visit all the temples
and gods of the same, to make their prayers unto
them: but the greatest ladies (and more part of
them) were continually about the altar of Jupiter
Capitoline, among which troop by name, was Valeria,
Publicola's own sister. The self same Publicola,
who did such notable service to the Romans, both
in peace and wars : and was dead also certain years
before, as we have declared in his life. His sister
Valeria was greatly honoured and reverenced among
all the Romans: and did so modestly and wisely
behave her self, that she did not shame nor dis-
honour the house she came of. So she sodainly
fell into such a fancy, as we have rehearsed before,
and had (by some god as I think) taken hold
of a noble device. Whereupon she rose, and the
other ladies with her, and they all together went
straight to the house of Volumnia, Marcius' mother :
and coming in to her, found her, and Marcius' wife
her daughter-in-law set together, and having her
husband Marcius' young children in her lap. Now
all the train of these ladies sitting in a ring round
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The about her : Valeria first began to speak in this sort
answer of unto her. "We ladies, are come to visit you ladiesVolumnia

to the (my lady Volumnia and Virgilia) by no direction
Roman from the Senate, nor commandment of other magis-

ladies trate, but through the inspiration (as I take it) of
some god above. Who having taken compassion
and pity of our prayers, hath moved us to come
unto you, to entreat you in a matter, as well bene-
ficial for us, as also tbr the whole citizens in
general: but to your selves in special (if it please
you to cL'edit me) and shall redound to our more
fame and glory, than the daughters of the Sabines
obtained in former age, when they procured loving
peace, in stead of hateful war, between their fathers
and their husbands. Come on, good ladies, and let
us go all together unto Marcius, to entreat him to
take pity upon us, and also to report the troth unto
him, how much you are bound unto the citizens:
who notwithstanding they have sustained great hurt
and losses by him, yet they have not hitherto sought
revenge upon your persons by any discourteous
usage, neither ever conceived any such thought or
intent against you, but do deliver you safe into his
hands, though thereby they look for no better grace
or clemency from him." When Valeria had spoken
this unto them, all the other ladies together with
one voice confirmed that she had said. Then

Volumnia in this sort did answer her. " My good
ladies, we are partakers with you of the common
misery and calamity of our country, and yet our
grief exceedeth yours the more, by reason of our
particular misfortune: to feel the loss of my son
Marcius' former valiancy and glory, and to see
his person environed now with our enemies in
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arms, rather to see him forthcoming and safe The
kept, than of any love to defend his person. But meeting
yet the greatest grief of our heaped mishaps is, to of motherand son
see our poor country brought to such extremity,
that all the hope of the safety and preservation
thereof, is now unfortunately cast upon us simple
women : because we know not what account he
will make of us, since he hath cast from him all
care of his natural country and common weal,
which heretofore he hath holden more dear and
precious, than either his mother, wife or children.
Notwithstanding, if ye think we can do good, we
will willingly do what you will have us : bring us
to him I pray you. For if we cannot prevail, we
may yet die at his feet, as humble suitors for the
safety of our country." Her answer ended, she
took her daughter-in-law, and Marcius' children
with her, and being accompanied with all the other
Roman ladies, they went in troop together unto
the Volscians' camp : whom when they saw, they of
themselves did both pity and reverence her, and
there was not a man among them that once durst
say a word unto her. Now was Marcius set then
in his chair of state, with all the honours of
a general, and when he had spied the women
coming afar off, he marvelled what the matter
meant: but afterwards knowing his wife which
came foremost, he determined at the first to persist
in his obstinate and inflexible rancour. But over-
come in the end with natural affection, and being
altogether altered to see them: his heart would
not serve him to tarry their coming to his chair,
but coming down in haste, he went to meet them,
and first he kissed his mother, and embraced her
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The ors- a pretty while, then his wife and little children.
tion of And nature so wrought with him, that the tears

Volamnia fell from his eyes, and he could not keep himself
from making much of them, but yielded to the
affection of his blood, as if he had been violently
carried with the fury of a most swift-running stream.
After he had thus lovingly received them, and
perceiving that his mother Volumnia would begin
to speak to him, he called the chiefest of the
council of the Volsci to hear what she would say.
Then she spake in this sort. " If we held our peace
(my son) and determined not to speak, the state
of our poor bodies, and present sight of our raiment,
would easily bewray to thee what life we have led
at home, since thy exile and abode abroad. But
think now with thy self, how much more unfortu-
nately than all the women living, we are come
hither, considering that the sight which should be
most pleasant to all other to behold, spiteful fortune
hath made most fearful to us: making my self
to see my son, and my daughter here, her husband,
besieging the walls of his native country. So as
that which is the only comfort to all other in their
adversity and misery, to pray unto the gods, and
to call to them for aid: is the only thing which
plungeth us into most deep perplexity. For we
cannot (alas) together pray, both for victory, for
our country, and for safety of thy life also: but
a world of grievous curses, yea more than any
mortal enemy can heap upon us, are forcibly wrapt
up in our prayers. For the bitter sop of most
hard choice is offered thy wife and children,
to forgo one of the two: either to lose the
person of thy self, or the nurse of their native
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country. For my self (my son) I am determined unto her
not to tarry, till fortune in my lifetime do make son
an end of this war. For if I cannot persuade thee,
rather to do good unto both parties, than to over-
throw and destroy the one, preferring love and
nature, before the malice and calamity of wars:
thou shalt see, my son, and trust unto it, thou shalt
no sooner march forward to assault thy country,
but thy foot shall tread upon thy mother's womb,
that brought thee first into this world. .And I may
not defer to see the day, either that my son be led
prisoner in triumph by his natural countrymen, oz"
that he himself do triumph of them, and of his
natural country. For if it were so, that my re-
quest tended to save thy country, in destroying the
Volscians : I must confess, thou wouldst hardly and
doubtfully resolve on that. For as to destroy thy
natural country, it is altogether unmeet and unlawful :
so were it not just, and less honourable, to betray
those that put their trust in thee. But my only
demand consisteth, to make a gail-delivery of all
evils, which delivereth equal benefit and safety,
both to the one and the other, but most honourable
fbr the Volscians. For it shall appear, that hav-
ing victory in their hands, they have of special favour
granted us singular graces : peace, and amity, albeit
themselves have no less part of both, than we. Of
which good, if so it came to pass, thy self is the
only author, and so hast thou the only honour.
But if it fail, and fall out contrary : thy self alone
deservedly shall carry the shameful reproach and
burthen of either party. So, though the end ot
war be uncertain, yet this notwithstanding is most
certain: that if it be thy chance to conquer, this
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Volum- benefit shalt thou reap of thy goodly conquest, to
nia's be chronicled the plague and destroyer of thy

second country. And if fortune also overthrow thee, then
appeal the world will say, that through desire to revenge

thy private injuries, thou hast ior ever undone thy
good friends, who did most lovingly and courteously
receive thee." Marcius gave good ear unto his
mother's words, without interrupting her speech at
all: and after she had said what she would, he held
his peace a pretty while, and answered not a word.
Hereupon she began again to speak unto him, and
said. "My son, why doest thou not answer me ?
doest thou think it good altogether to give place
unto thy choler and desire of revenge, and thinkest
thou it not honesty for thee to grant thy mother's
request, in so weighty a cause? dost thou take
it honourable for a noble man, to remember the
wrongs and injuries done Into: and doest not in
like case think it an honest noble man's part, to be
thankful for the goodness that parents do shew to
their children, acknowledging the duty and reverence
they ought to bear unto them ? No man living is
more bound to shew himself thankful in all parts
and respects, than thy self: who so unnaturally
shewest atl ingratitude. Moreover (my son) thou
hast sorely taken of thy country, exacting grievous
payments upon them, in revenge of the injuries
offered thee : besides, thou hast not hitherto shewed
thy poor mother any courtesy. And therefore, it
is not only honest, but due unto me, that without
compulsion I should obtain my so just and reason-
able request of thee. But since by reason I cannot
persuade thee to it, to what purpose do I defer my ."
last hope ?" And with these words, her self, his
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wife and children, fell down upon their knees before Corio-
him. Marcius seeing that, could refrain no longer, laaus'
but went straight and lift her up, crying out: Oh compas-sion of his
mother, what have you done to me ? And holding mother
her hard by the right hand, Oh mother, said he,
you have won a happy victory for your country,
but mortal and unhappy for your son: for I see
my self vanquished by you alone. These words
being spoken openly, he spake a little apart with
his mother and wife, and then let them return again
to Rome, for so they did request him : and so re-
maining in camp that night, the next morning he dis-
lodged, and marched homewards into the Volscians'
country again, who were not all of one mind, nor
all alike contented. For some misliked him, and
that he had done. Other being well pleased that
peace should be made, said: that neither the one,
nor the other, deserved blame nor reproach. Other,
though they misliked that was done, did not think
him an ill man for that he did, but said : he was not
to be blamed, though he yielded to such a forcible
extremity. Howbeit no man contraried his depar-
ture, but all obeyed his commandment, more for
respect of his worthiness and va/iancy, than for fear
of his authority. Now the citizens of Rome plainly
shewed, in what fear and danger their city stood
of this war, when they were delivered. For so

soon as the watch upon the walls of the city per- i
ceived the Volscians' camp to remove, there was not
a temple in the city but was presently set open, and
full of men, wearing garlands of flowers upon their i
heads sacrificing to the gods, as they were wont to
do upon the news of some great obtained victory, l
And this common joy was yet more manifestly
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The shewed, by the honourable courtesies the whole

Temple of Senate and people did bestow on their ladies.
Fortune For they were all throughly persuaded, and didbuilt

for the certainly believe, that the ladies only were cause
women of the saving of the city, and dellvering themselves

from the instant danger of the war. Whereupon

the Senate ordained, that the magistrates to gratify
and honour these ladies, should grant them all that

they would require. And they only requested that
they would build a temple of Fortune of the women,
for the building whereof they offered themselves to
defray the whole charge of the sacrifices, and other

ceremonies belonging to the service of the gods.
Nevertheless, the Senate commending their good-

will and forwardness, ordained, that the temple and

image should b_ made at the common charge of the
city. Notwithstanding that, the ladies gathered

money among them, and made with the same a

second image of Fortune, which the Romans say
did speak as they offred her up in the temple, and
did set her in her place: and they af[irm, that she

spake these words: Ladies, ye have devoutly offered

me up. Moreover, that she spake that twice to-
gether, making us to believe things that never were,

and are not to be credited. For to see images

that seem to sweat or weep, or to put forth any
humour red or bloody, it is not a thing unpossible.
For wood and stone do commonly receive certain
moisture, whereof is engendered an humour, which

do yield of themselves, or do take of" the air, many
sorts and kinds of spots and colours: by which

signs and tokens it is not amiss me thinks, that the
gods sometimes do warn men of things to come.

And it is possible also, that these images and statues
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do sometimes put forth sounds, like unto sighs or Oft he
mourning, when in the middest or bottom of the sweating
same, there is made some violent separation, or break- andvoices of
ing asunder of things, blown or devised therein : but images
that a body which hath neither life nor soul, should
have any direct or exquisite word formed in it by
express voice, that is altogether uni0ossible. For
the soul, nor god himself can distinctly speak
without a body, having necessary organs and instru-
ments meet for the parts of the same, to form and
utter distinct words. But where stories many
times do force us to believe a thing reported to be
true, by many grave testimonies: there we must
say, that it is some passion contrary to our five
natural senses, which being begotten in the imagina-
tive part or understanding, draweth an opinion unto
it self, even as we do in our sleeping. For many
times we think we hear, that we do not hear : and
we imagine we see, that we see not. Yet notwith-
standing, such as are godly bent, and zealously given
to think on heavenly things, so as they can no way be
drawn from believing that which is spoken of them,
they have this reason to ground the fbundation of
their belief upon. That is, the omnipotency of
God which is wonderful, and hath no manner of
resemblance or likelines8 of proportion unto ours, but
is altogether contrary as touching our nature, our
moving, our art, and our force: and therefore if
he do anything unpossible to us, or do bring forth
and devise things, above man's common reach and
understanding, we must not therefore think it unpos-
sible at all. For if in other things he is far con-
trary to us, much more in his works and secret
operations, he far passeth all the rest : but the most
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Tnllus part of God's doings, as Heraclitus saith, for lack
Aufidius of faith, are hidden and unknown unto us. Now
seeketh when Marcius was returned again into the city ofto kill
Corio- Antium from his voyage, Tullus that hated and

lanus could no longer abide him for the fear he had of
his authority, sought divers means to make him
out of the way, thinking if he let slip that present
time, he should never recover the like and fit occa-
sion again. Wherefore Tullus having procured
many other of his confederacy, required Marcius
might be deposed fi'om his estate, to render up
account to the Volscians of his charge and govern-
ment. Marcius fearing to become a private man
again under Tullus being general (whose authority
was greater otherwise, than any other among all the
Volscians) answered: he was willing to give up his
charge, and would resign it into the hands of the lords
of the Volscians, if they did all command him, as by
all their commandment he received it. And more-

over, that he would not refuse even at that present
to give up an account unto the people, if they
would tarry the,hearing of it. The people here-
upon called a common council, in which assembly
there were certain orators appointed, that stirred up
the common people against him: and when they
had told their tales, Marcius rose up to make them
answer. Now, notwithstanding the mutinous people [
made a marvellous great noise, yet when they saw lhim, for the reverence they bare unto his valiant-
ness, they quieted themselves, and gave still audience i
to allege with leisure what he could for his purga- !
tion. Moreover, the honestest men of the Antiates,
and who most rejoiced in peace, shewed by their
countenance that they would hear him willingly, and
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judge also according to their conscience. Where- Corio-
upon Tul/us fearing that if he did let him speak, lanus is
he would prove his innocency to the people, because murderedin the
amongst other things he had an eloquent tongue, city of
besides that the first good service he had done to the Antium
people of the Volsclans, did win him more favour,
than these last accusations could purchase him dis-
pleasure: and furthermore, the offence they laid to
his charge, was a testimony of the goodwill they
ought him, for they would never have thought he
had done them wrong for that they took not the
city of Rome, if they had not been very nero taking
of it, by means of his approach and conduction.
For these causes Tultus thought he might no longer
delay his pretence a:ad enterprise, neither to tarry
tbr the mutining and rising of the common people
against him : wherefore, those that were of the con-
spiracy, began to cry out that he was not to be
heard, nor that they would not suffer a traitor to
usurp tyrannical power over the tribe of the Volscians,
who would not yield up his state and authority.
And in saying these words, they all fell upon him,
and killed him in the market-place, none of the
people once offering to rescue him. Howbeit it is
a clear case, that this murder was not generally
consented unto, of the most part of the Volscmns :
for men came out of all parts to honour his body,
and did honourably bury him, setting out his tomb
with great store of armour and spoils, as the tomb
of a worthy person and great captain. The Romans
understanding of his death, showed no other honour
or malice, saving that they granted the ladies the
request they made: that they might mourn ten
moneths for him, and that was the full time they
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Tullus used to wear blacks for the death of their fathers,
Aufidius brethren, or husbands, according to Numa Pompilius'
slain in order, who established the same, as we have enlargedbattet

more amply in the description of his life. Now
Marcius being dead, the whole state of the Volscians
heartily wished him alive again. For first of all they
fell out with the .tEquians (who were their friends
and confederates) touching preheminence and place :
and this quarrel grew on so far between them, that
frays and murders fell out upon it one with another.
After that the Romans overcame them in battell, in
which Tullus was slain in the field, and the flower

of all their force was put to the sword: so
that they were compelled to accept most

shameful conditions of peace, in
yielding themselves subject unto

the conquerors, and pro-
raising to be obedient

at their com-
mandment.



THE COMPARISON OF

ALCIBIADES WITH MARCIUS
CORIOLANUS

Now that we have written ali the deeds of worthy The acts

memory, done by either of them both: we may done by
presently discern, that in matters of war, the one both
hath not greatly exceeded the other. Fo_ both of

them in their charge, weie alike hardy and valiant

tbr theil persons, as also wise and politick in the
wars : unless they will say, that Alcibiades was the

better captain, as he that had foughten mo_e barrels
with his enemies, both by sea and land, than ever

Coriolanus had done, and had always the victory

oi- his enemies. For otherwise, in this they were
much alike : that where they were both present and

had charge and power to command, all things pros-

pered notably, and with good success on the part
they were of: and also when they took the contrary

side, they made the first have the worst every way.
Now for matters of government, the noble men and
honest citizens did hate Alcibiades' manner of rule

in the common weal, as of a man most dissolute,

and given to flattery: because he ever studied by
all device he could, to curry favour with the com-

mon people. 8o did the Romans malice also
Coriolanus' government, for that it was too arrogant,

proud, and tyrannical : whereby neither the one nor
the other was to be commended. Notwithstanding

63
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The he is less to be blamed, that seeketh to please and
manners gratify his common people : than he that despiseth
of Alci- and dlsdaiueth them, and therefore offereth themblades

and wrong and injury, because he would not seem to
Corio- flatter them, to win the more authority. For as it
lanus is an evil thing to flatter the common people to win

credit : even so is it besides dishonesty, and injustice
also, to attain to credit and authority, for one to
make himself terrible to the people, by offering
them wrong and violence. It is true that Marcius
was ever counted an honest-natured man, plain and
simple, without art or cunning: but Alcibiades
merely contrary, for he was fine, subtile, and deceit-
ful. And the greatest faultthey ever burdened Alci-
biades for, was his malice and deceit, wherewith he
abused the ambassadors of the Laced_monians, and
that he was a let that peace was not concluded, as
Thucydides reporteth. Now, though by this act
he suddenly brought the city of Athens into wars,
yet he brought it thereby to be of greater power, and
more fearful to the enemies, by making alliance with
the Mantineans and the Argives, who by Alcibiades'
practice entered into league with the Athenians.
And Marcius, as Dionysius the historiographer
writeth : did by craft and deceit bring the Romans
into wars against the Volscians, causing the Voiscians
maliciously and wrongfully to be suspected, that
went to Rome to see the games played. But the
cause why he did it, made the fact so much more
foul and wicked. For it was not done for any
civil dissension, nor for any jealousy and contention
in matters of government, as Alcibiades did: but
only following his cholerick mood, that would be
pleased with nothing, as Dion said he would needs
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trouble and turmoil the most part of Italy, and so The hard-
being angry with his country, he destroyed many hess of
other towns and cities that could not help it, nor do Marcius
withal. This is true also, that Alcibiades' spite and
malice did work great mischief and misery to his
country: but when he saw they repented them of
the injury they had done him, he came to himself,
and did withdraw his army. Another time also,
when they had banished Aicibiades, he would not
yet suffer the captains of the Athenians to run into
great errors, neither would he see them cast away,
by following ill counsel which they took, neither
would he forsake them in any danger they put them-
selves into. But he did the very same that Aristides
had done in old time unto Themistocles, for which
he was then, and is yet so greatly praised. For he
went unto the captains that had charge then of the
army of the Athemans, although they were not his
friends, and told them wherein they did amiss, and
what they had further to do. Where Marcius to
the contrary, did first great hurt unto the whole
city of Rome, though all in Rome had not generally
offended him : yea, and when ti_e best and chiefest
part of the city were grieved for his sake, and were
very sorry and angry for the injury done him.
Furthermore, the Romans sought to appease one
only displeasure and despite they had done him by
many ambassades, petitions and requests they made,
whereunto he never yielded until his mother, wife
and children came, his heart was so hardened. And
hereby it appeared he was entred into this cruel
war (when he would hearken to no peace) of an
intent utterly to destroy and spoil his country, and
not as though he meant to recover it, or to return

111 1_
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Alci- thither again. Here was indeed the difference be-
blades tween them : that spills being laid by the Laced_e-

and monians to kill Alcibiades, for the malice theyCorio-
lanus' did bear him, as also fm that they were afraid of

him, he was compelled to return home again to
Athens. Where Marcius contrariwise, having
been so honourably received and entertained by the
Volscians, he could not with honesty forsake them,
considering that they had done him that honour, as
to choose him their general, and trusted him so far,
as they put all their whole army and power into his
hands: and not as tile other, whom the Laced_e-
monians rather abused than used him, suffering him
to go up and down their city (and afterwards in the
midst of their camp) without honour or place at
all. So that in the end Alcibiades was compelled
to put himself into the hands of"Tlsaphernes : unless
they will say that he went thither of purpose to him,
with intent to save the city of Athens from utter
destruction, for the desire he had to return home
again. Moreover, we read of Alcibiades, that he
was a great taker, and would be corrupted with
money : and when he had it, he would most licen-
tiously and dishonestly spend it. Where Marcius
in contrary manner would not so much as accept
gifts lawfully offered him by his captains to honour
him for his valiantness. And the cause why the
people did bear him such ill-will, for the contro-
versy they had with the nobility about clearing of
debts, grew: for that they knew well enough it
was not for any gain or benefit he had gotten
thereby, so much as it was for spite and displeasure
he thought to do them. Antipater in a letter of
his, writing of the death of Aristotle the philo-
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sopher, cloth not without cause commend the manner
singular gifts that were in Alcibiades, and this for money
especially: that he passed all other for winning
men's good wills. Whereas all Marcius' noble acts
and vertues, wanting that affability, became hateful
even to those that received benefit by them, who
could not abide his severity and self-will: which
causeth desolation (as Plato saith) and men to be
ill followed, or altogether forsaken. Contrariwise,
seeing Alcibiades had a trim entertainment, and a
very good grace with him, and could fashion him-
self in all companies : it was no marvel if his well-
doing were gloriously commended, and himself much
honoured and beloved of the people, considering that
some faults he did, were oftentimes taken for matters
of sport, and toys of pleasure. And this was the
cause, that though many times he did great hurt to
the common wealth, yet they did oft make him
their general, and trusted him with the charge of
the whole city. Where Marcius suing for an off=ice
of honour that was due to him, for the sundry good
services he had done to the state, was notwithstand-
ing repulsed, and put by. Thus do we see, that
they to whom the one did hurt, had no power to
hate him : and the other that honoured his vertue,

had no liking to love his person. Marcius also
did never any great exploit, being general of his
countrymen, but when he was general of their
enemies against his natural country : whereas Alci-
biades, being both a private person, and a general,
did notable service unto the Athenians. By reason
whereof, Alcibiades wheresoever he was present,
had the upper hand ever of his accusers, even as
he would himself, and their accusations took no
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Alcio place against him: unless it were in his absence.
blades Where Marcius being present, was condemned by

and the Romans : and in his person murdered and slainCorio-
lanus' by the Volscians. But here I cannot say they have

done well, nor justly, albeit himself gave them some
colour to do it, when he openly denied the Roman
ambassadors peace, which after he privately granted,
at the request of women. So by this deed of his,
he took not away the enmity that was between
both people: but leaving war still between them,
he made the Volscians (of whom he was general)
to lose the opportunity of noble victory. Where
indeed he should (if he had done as he ought)
have withdrawn his army with their counsel and
consent, that had reposed so great affiance in him,
in making him their general: if he had made that
account of them, as their goodwill towards him did
in duty bind him. Or else, if he did not care for the
Volscians in the enterprise of this war, but had only
procured it of intent to be revenged, and afterwards
to leave it off when his anger was blown over : yet
he had no reason for the love of his mother to par-
don his country, but rather he should in pardoning
his country, have spared his mother, because his
mother and wife were members of the body of his
country and city, which he did besiege. For in
that he uncurteously rejected all public petitions,
requests of ambassadors, entreaties of the bishops
and priests, to gratify only the request of his mother
with his departure: that was no act so much to
honour his mother with, as to dishonour his country
by, the which was preserved for the pity and in-
tercession of a woman, and not for "the love of
it self, as ig it had not been worthy of it. /knd so
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was this departure a grace, to say truly, very odious love unto
and cruel, and deserved no thanks of either party, their
to him that did it. For he withdrew his army, country
not at the request of the Romans, against whom
he made war: nor with their consent, at whose
charge the war was made. And of all his mis-
fortune and ill hap, the austerity of his nature, and
his haughty obstinate mind, was the only cause:
the which of it self being hateful to the world, when
it is joined with ambition, it groweth then much
more churlish, fierce, and intolerable. For men
that have that fault in nature, are not affable to the
people, seeming thereby as though they made no
estimation or regard of the people : and yet on the
other side, if the people should not give them
honour and reverence, they would straight take it
in scorn, and little care for the matter. For so
did Metellus, Aristides, and Epaminondas, all
used this manner : not to seek the goodwill of the
common people by flattery and dissimulation : which
was indeed, because they despised that which the
people could give or take away. Yet would they
not be offended with their citizens, when they were
amerced, and set at any 6nes, or that they banished
them, or gave them any other repulse: but they
loved them as well as they did before, so soon as
they shewed any token of repentance, and that they
were sorry for the wrong they had done them, and
were easily made friends again with them, after they
were restored from their banishment. For he that

disdaineth to make much of the people, and to have
their favour, should much more scorn to seek to be
revenged when he is repulsed. For, to take a re-
pulse and denial of honour so inwardly to the heart,
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Corio- cometh of no other cause, but that he did too
1anus' earnestly desire it. Therefore Alcibiades did not

notable dissemble at all, that he was not very glad to seeabsti-
nence himself honoured, and sorry to be rejected and
from denied any honour: but also he sought all the

bribes means he could to make himself beloved of those

amongst whom he lived. Whereas Marcius' stout-
ness, and haughty stomack, did stay him from making
much of those, that might advance and honour him :
and yet his ambition made him gnaw himself for
spite and anger, when he saw he was despised.
And this is all that reasonably may be reproved in
him : for otherwise he lacked no good commend-
able vertues and qualities. For his temperance, and
clean hands from taking of bribes and money, he may

be compared with the most perfect, vertuous,
and honest men of all Greece: but not

with Alcibiades, who was in that un-
doubtedly always too licentious

and loosely given, and had
too small regard of

the duty of
honesty.

THE END OF CAIUS MARCIUS CORIOLANUS _ LIFE.



THE LIFE OF

PAULUS IEMILIUS

WHSN I first began to write these lives, my intent The
was to profit other : but since, continuing and going writer's
on, I have much profited my self by looking into profit
these histories, as if I looked into a glass, to frame
and fashion my life, to the mould and pattern of
these vertuous noblemen. For running over their
manners in this sort, and seeking also to describe
their lives: methinks I am still conversant and

familiar with them, and do as it were lodge them
with me, one after another. And when I come
to peruse their histories, and to weigh the vertues
and qualities they have had, and what singularity
each of them possessed : and to choose and cull
out the ehiefest things of note in them, and their
best speeches and doings most worthy of memory :
then I cry out,

o gods. can there be more passing pleasure in the
world ?

Or is there anything of more force, to teach man
civil manners, and a ruled life, or to reform the vice
in man ? Democritus the philosopher writeth, that
we should pray we might ever see happy images and
sights in the air, and that the good which is meet
and proper to our nature, may rather come to us,
than that is evil and unfortunate: presupposing a

7x
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The false opinion and doctrine in philosophy, which
house allureth men to infinite superstitions: that thereof the

3Emilians are good and bad images flying in the air, which
give a good or ill impression unto men, and incline
men to vice, or to vertue. But as for me, by con-
tinual reading of ancient histories, and gathering
these lives together which now I leave before you,
and by keeping always in mind the acts of the most
noble, vertuous, and best given men of former age,
and worthy memory : I do teach and prepare my
self to shake off and banish from me all lewd and

dishonest condition, if bv chance the company and
conversation of them wl_ose company I keep, and
must of necessity haunt, do acquaint me with some un-
happy or ungracious touch. This is easy unto me, that
do dispose my mind, being quiet and not troubled
with any passion, unto the deep consideration of so
many noble examples. As I do present unto you
now in this volume, the lives of Timoleon the
Corinthian, and of Paulus 2gmilius the Roman, who
had not only a good and an upright mind with them,
but were also fortunate and happy, in all the matters
they both did take in hand. So as you shall hardly
judge, when you have read over their lives, whether
wisdom, or good fortune brought them to achieve
to such honourable acts and exploits as they did.
Many (and the most part of historiographers) do
write, that the house and family of the ./Emilians
in Rome, was always of the most ancient of the
nobility, which they call patricians. Some writers
affirm also, that the first of the house that gave
name to all the posterity after, was Marcus, the son
of Pythagoras the wise, whom King Numa for the
sweetness and pleasant grace of his tongue, surnamed
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Marcus ./Emilius : and those specially affirm it, that The
say King Numa was Pythagoras' scholar. How- vertues o,
soever it was, the most part of this family that Paulus_Emilius
obtained honour and estimation for their vertue,
were ever fortunate also in all their doings, saving
Lucius Paulus only, who died in the battell of
Cannes. But his misfortune doth bear manifest

testimony of his wisdom and valiancy together. For
he was forced to fight acainst his will, when he saw
he could not bridle the rashness of his fellow Consul
that would needs join battell, and to do as he did,
saving that he fled not as the other, who being first
procurer of the battell, was the first that ran away:
where he to the contrary, to his power did what he
could to let him, and did stick by it, and fought it
valiantly unto the last gasp. This Agmilius left a
daughter behind him called ASmilia, which was
married unto Scipio the great: and a son, Paulus
_/Emilius, being the same man whose life we presently
treat of. His youth fortunately fell out in a flourish-
ing time of glory and honour, through the sundry
vertues of many great and noble persons living in
those days, among whom he made his name famous
also: and it was not by that ordinary art and course,
which the best esteemed young men of that age did
take and follow. For he did not use to plead
private men's causes in law, neither would creep
into men's favour by fawning upon any of them :
though he saw it a common practice, and policy of
men, to seek the people's favour and goodwills by
such means. Moreover, he refused not that com-
mon course which other took, for that it was con-
trary to his nature, or that he could not frame with
either of both, if he had been so disposed : but he
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His dili- rather sought to win reputation by his honesty, his
gence valiantness, and upright dealing, as choosing that

even in the better way than either of the other two, inso-
trifles much as in marvellous short time he passed all those

that were of his age. The first office of honour he
sued for, was the office of JEdilis, in which suit he
was preferred before twelve other that sued for the
self same office : who were men of no small quality,
for they all came afterwards to be Consuls. After
this, he was chosen to be one of the number of the
priests, whom the Romans call Augurs : who have
the charge of all the divinations and soothsayings, in
telling of things to come by flying of birds, and signs
in the air. He was so careful, and took such pains
to understand how the Romans did use the same,
and with such diligence sought the observation of
the ancient religion of Romans in all holy matters :
that where that priesthood was before esteemed but
a title of honour, and desired for the name only, he
brought it to pass, that it was the most honourable
science, and best reputed of in Rome. Wherein he
confirmed the philosophers' opinion: that religion
is the knowledge how to serve God. For when he
did anything belonging to his office of priesthood, he
did it with great experience, judgement, and diligence,
leaving all other thoughts, and without omitting any
ancient ceremony, or adding to any new, contending
oftentimes with his companions, in things which
seemed light, and of small moment : declaring unto
them, that though we do presume the gods are easy
to be pacified, and that they readily pardon all faults
and scapes committed by negligence, yet if it were
no more but for respect of commonwealth's sake,
they should not slightly nor carelessly dissemble or
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pass over faults committed in those matters. For The dis-
no man (saith he) at the first that committeth any cipline of
fault, doth alone trouble the state of the common wars
wealth : but withal, we must think he leaveth the
grounds of civil government, that is not as careful
to keep the institutions of small :matters, as also of
the great. So was he also a severe captain, and
strict observer of all marshall discipline, not seeking
to win the soldiers' love by flattery, when he was
general in the field, as many did in that time:
neither corrupting them for a second charge, by
shewing himself gentle and courteous in the first,
unto those that served under him : but himself did

orderly shew them the very rules and precepts of
the discipline of wars, even as a priest that should
express the names and ceremonies of some holy
sacrifice, wherein were danger to omit any part or
parcel. Howbeit, being terrible to execute the law
of arms upon rebellious and disobedient soldiers, he
kept up thereby the state of the commonweal the
better : judging, to overcome the enemy by force,
was but an accessary as a man may term it, in
respect of well training and ordering his citizens by
good discipline. While the Romans were in wars
against King Antiochus surnamed the Great, in the
south parts : all the chiefest capt_ainsof Rome being
employed that ways, there fell out another in the
neck of that, in the west parts towards Spain, where
they were all up in arms. Thither they sent
-/Emilius Prztor, not with six axes as the other
Praetors had borne before them, but with twelve:
so that under the name of Praetor, he had the
authority and dignity of a Consul. He twice over-
came the barbarous people in main battell, and stew
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A pretty a thirty thousand of them, and got this victory
tale of a through his great skill and wisdom, in choosing the
Roman advantage of place and time, to fight with histhat for-

sook his enemies, even as they passed over a river : which
wife easily gave his soldiers the victory. Moreover he

took there, two hundred and fifty cities, all which
did open, and gladly receive him in. So, leaving
all that country quiet and in good peace, and having
received their fealty by oath made between his hands,
he returned again to Rome, not enriched the value
of a drachma more than before. For then he took

little regard to his expenses, he spent so frankly,
neither was his purse his maister, though his revenue
was not great to bear it out : as it appeared to the
world after his death, for all that he had, was little
enough to satisfy his wire's jointure. His first
wife was Papiria, the daughter of a noble Consul
Papirius Maso, and after they had lived a long time
together, he was divorced from her, notwithstanding
he had goodly children by her. For by her he had
that famous Scipio the second, and Fabius Maxi-
mus. The just cause of the divorce between them,
appeareth not to us in writing : hut me thinks the
tale that is told concerning the separation of a cer-
tain marriage is true. That a certain Roman having
forsaken his wife, her friends fell out with him, and
asked him : what fault doest thou find in her ._is she
not honest of her body ? is she not fair ._doth she
not bring thee goodly children ._ But he putting
forth his foot, shewed them his shoe, and answered
them: is not this a goodly shoe._ is it not finely
made ? and is it not new ._yet I dare say there is
never a one of you can tell where it wringeth
me. For to say truly, great and open faults are
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commonly occasions to make husbands put away The ver-
their wives: but yet oftentimes household words tue of
run so between them (proceeding of crooked con- /EliasTubero,
ditions, or of diversity of natures, which strangers his
are not privy unto) that in process of time they do poverty
beget such a strange alteration of love and minds in and quiet
them, as one house can no longer hold them. So life
2Emilius, having put away Papiria his first wife,
he married another that brought him two sons,
which he brought up with himself in his house, and
gave his two first sons (to wit, Scipio the second,
and Fabius Maximus) in adoption, to two of the
noblest and richest families of the city of Rome.
The elder of the twain, unto Fabius Maximus, he
that was five times Consul, and the younger unto the
house of the Cornelians, whom the son of the great
Scipio the African did adopt, being his cousin-
german, and named him Scipio. Concerning his
daughters, the son of Cato married the one, and
.,_Elius Tubero the other, who was a marvellous
honest man, and did more nobly maintain himself
in his poverty, than any other Roman: for they
were sixteen persons all of one name, and of the
house of the .,'Elians, very near akin one to the other,
who had all but one little house in the city, and a
small farm in the country, wherewith they enter-
rained themselves, and lived all together in one
house, with their wives, and many little children.
Amongst their wives, one of them was the daughter
of Paulus 2Emilius, after he had been twice Consul,
and had triumphed twice, not being ashamed of her
husband's poverty, but wondering at his vertue that
made him poor. Whereas brethren and kins-
men, a8 the world goeth now, if they dwell not
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_tEmilius far asunder, and in other countries, not one near
over- another, and that rivers part them not, or walls

cometh divide their lands, leaving great large wastes be-the
Ligurians tween them: they are never quiet, but still in

quarrel one with another. Goodly examples doth
this story lay before tt_e wise, and well advised
readers, to learn thereby how to frame their life,
and wisely to behave themselves. Now 2Emilius
being chosen Consul, went to make war with the
Ligurians, who dwelled in the Alps, and which
otherwise are called Ligustines. These are very
valiant and warlike men, and wele very good
soldiers at that time, by reason of their continual
wars against the Romans, whose near neighbours
they were. For they dwelt in the furthest part of
Italy, that borderethupon the great AIps, and the
row of Alps, whereof the foot joineth to the Tuscan
Sea, and pointeth towards Africk, and are mingled
with the Gauls and Spaniards, neighbours unto the
sea-coast: who scouring all the Mediterranean Sea
at that time, unto the strait of Hercules' Pillars, did
with their little light pinnaces of pirates, let all the
traffic and intercourse of merchandise, tEmilius

being gone to seek them in their country, they
tarried his coming with an army of forty thousand
men: nevertheless, though he had but eight thou-
sand men in all, and that they were five to one of
his, yet he gave the onset upon them, and overthrew
them, and drave them into their cities. Then he
sent to offer them peace, for the Romans would
not altogether destroy the Ligurians, because their
country was a rampler or bulwark against the in-
vasion of the Gauls, who lay lurking for opportunity
and occasion to invade Italy: whereupon these
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Ligurians yielded themselves unto him, and put The
all their forts and ships into his hands. _milius coward-
delivered unto them their holds again, without other ice of theRomans
hurt done unto them, saving that he razed the wall.q in Spain
of their tbrtitic',,tions: howbeit he took all their

ships from them, leaving them little boats of three
owers only, and no greater, and set all the prisoners
at liberty they had taken, both by sea and by land,
as well Romans as other, which were a marvellous
number. These were all the notable acts he did

worthy memory, in the first year of his Consulship.
Afterwards, he oftentimes shewed himself very
desirous to be Consul again, and did put forth him-
self to sue for it: but when he was denied it, he
never after made suit for it :*gain, but gave himself
only to study divine things, and to see his children
vertuously brought up, not only in the Roman tongue
which himself was taught, but also a little more curi-
ously in the Greek tongue. For he did not only
retain grammarians, rhetoricians, and logicians, but
also painters, gravers of images, riders of horses, and
hunts of Greece about his children : and he himself

also (if no matters of common wealth troubled
hi_,) was ever with them in the school when they
were at their books, and also when they otherwise
did exercise themselves. For he loved his children

as much, or more than any other Roman. Now
concerning the state of the common wealth, the
Romans were at wars with King Perseus, and they
much blamed the captains they had sent thither
before, for that for lack of skill and courage, they
had so cowardly behaved themselves, as their
enemies laughed them to scorn : and they received
more hurt of them_ than they did unto the king.
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The suc- For not long before, they had driven King Antio-
cession of chus beyond Mount Taurus, and had made him

Anti- forsake the rest of Asia, and had shut him up
_'onus,

King of within the borders of Syria, who was glad that he
Macedon had bought that country with fifteen thousand talents,

which he paid for a fine. A little before also, they
had overcome Philip, king of Macedon, in Thes-
saly, and had delivered the Grecians from the
bondage of the Macedonians. And moreover,
having overcome Hannibal (unto whom no prince
nor king that ever was in the world was comparable,
either for his power or valiantness) they thought
this too great a dishonour to them, that this war
they had against King Perseus, should hold so long
of even hand with them, as if he had been an enemy
equal with the people of Rome: considering also
that they fought not against them, but with the
refuse and scattered people of the overthrown army
his father had lost before, and knew not that
Philip had left his army stronger, and more expert
by reason of his overthrow, than it was before.
As I will briefly rehearse the story from the begin-
ning. Antigonus, who was of the greatest power
of all the captains and successors of Alexander tl.e
Great, having obtained for himself and his posterity
the title of a king, had a son called Demetrius,
of whom came Antigonus the second, that was
surnamed Gonatas, whose son was also called
Demetrius, that reigned no long time, but died,
and left a young son called Philip. By reason
whereof, the princes and nobility of Macedon, fear-
ing that the realm should be left without heir : they
preferred one Antigonus, cousin to the last deceased
king, and made him marry the mother of Philip the
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less, giving him the name at the first of the Philip of
king's protector only, and lieutenant-general of his Macedon
majesty. But after, when they had found he was a overcome
good and wise prince, and a good husband for the in bat'tell
realm, they then gave him the absolute name of a
king, and surnamed him Doson, to say, the giver :
for he promised much and gave little. After him
reigned Philip, who in his green youth gave more
hope of himself, than any other of the kings before :
insomuch they thought that one day he would
restore Macedon her ancient fame and glory, and
that he alone would pluck down the prideand power
of the Romans, who rose against all the world. But
after that he had lost a great battell, and was over-
thrown by Titus Quintius Flamininus near unto the
city of Scotusia : then he began to quake for fear,
and to leave all to the mercy of the Romans, think-
ing he escaped good cheap, for any light ransom or
tribute the Romans should impose upon him. Yet
afterwards coming to understand himself, be grew
to disdain it much, thinking that to reign through
the favour of the Romans, was but to make himself
a slave, to seek to live in pleasure at his ease, and
not for a valiant and noble prince born. Where-
upon he set all his mind, to study the discipline of
wars, and made his preparations as wisely and closely,
as possibly he could. For he left all his towns
alongst the sea-coast, and standing upon any high-
ways, without any fortification at all, and in manner
desolate without people, to the end there might
appear no occasion of doubt or mistrust in him:
and in the meantime, in the high countries of his
realm far from great beaten ways, he levied a great
number of men of war, and replenished his towns

In }
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Perseus and strongholds that lay scatteringly abroad, with
extreme armour and weapon, money, and men, providing for
covetous war, which he kept as secretly as he could. For

he had provision of armour in his armoury, to arm
thirty thousand men, and eight million bushels of
corn safely lockt up in his forts and stronger
places, and ready money, as much as would serve
to entertain ten thousand strangers in pay, to defend
his country for the space of ten years. But before
he could bring that to pass he had purposed, he
died for grief and sorrow, after he knew he had
unjustly put Demetrius the best of his sons to death,
upon the false accusation of the worst, that was
Perseus : who as he did inherit the kingdom of his
father by succession, so did he also inherit his
father's malice against the Romans. But he had
no shoulders to bear so heavy a burden, and especi*
ally being as he was, a man of so vile and wicked
nature: for among many lewd and naughty
conditions he had, he was extreme covetous and
miserable. They say also, that he was not legiti-
mate, because Philip's wife had taken him from
Gnathainion (a tailor's wife born at Argos) immedi-
ately after he was born, and did adopt the child to be
hers. And some think that this was the chiefest cause
why he practised to put Demetrius to death, fearing
lest this lawful son would seek occasion to prove
him a bastard. Notwithstanding, simple though
he was, and of vile and base nature, he found the
strength of his kingdom so great, that he was con-
tented to take upon him to make war against the
Romans, which he maintained a long time, and
fought against their Consuls, that were their
generals, and repulsed great armies of theirs both
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by sea and land, and overcame some. As Publius He
Licinius among other, the first that invaded Mace- maketh
don, was overthrown by him in a battel of horse- warswith the
men, where he slew at that time two thousand five Romans
hundred good men of his, and took six hundred
prisoners. And their army by sea, riding at anker
before the city of Oreus, he did suddenly set
upon, and took twenty great ships of burden, and
all that was in them, and sunk the rest, which
were all laden with corn : and took of all sorts be-
sides, about 54 foists, and galliots of" fifty owers
a-piece. The second Consul and general he fought
withal, was Hostilius, whom he repulsed, attempt-
ing by force to invade Macedon by way of the
city of Elimia. Another time again, when he
entred in by stealth upon the coast of Thessaly,
he offered him battell, but the other durst not
abide it. And as though this war troubled him
nothing at all, and that he had cared little for
the Romans: he went and fought a battell in the
meantime with the Dardanians, where he slew ten
thousand of those barbarous people, and brought a
marvellous great spoil away with him. Moreover
he procured the nation of the Gauls dwelling upon
the river of Danuby, which they call Bastarn_e
(men very warlike, and excellent good horsemen)
and did practise with the Illyrians also by mean
of their king Gentius, to make them join with
him in these wars: so that there ran a rumour,

that for money he had gotten these Gauls to come
down into Italy, from the high country of Gaul,
all alongst the Adriatic Sea. The Romans being
advertised of these news_ thought the time served
not now to dispose their o_ces in wars any more
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_milius by grace and favour unto those that sued for them :
hath but contrariwise, that they should call some noble

charge man that were very skilful and a wise captain, andof the
wars of could discreetly govern and perform things of great

Macedon charge. As Paulus ASmilius, a man well stepped
on in years, being three score year old, and yet
of good power, by reason of the lusty young men
his sons, and sons-in-law, besides a great number
of his friends and kinsfolk. So all that bare great
authority, did altogether with one consent counsel
him to obey the people, which called him to the
Consulship. At the beginning indeed he delayed
the people much that came to importune him, and
utterly denied them : saying, he was no meet man
neither to desire, nor yet to take upon him any
charge. Howbeit in the end, seeing the people
did urge it upon him, by knocking continually at
his gates, and calling him aloud in the streets,
willing, him to come into the market-place, and
perceiving they were angry with him, because he
refused it : he was content to be persuaded. And
when he stood among them that sued for the Con-
sulship, the people thought straight that he stood
not there so much for desire of the office, as for
that he put them in hope of assured victory, and
happy success of this begun war: so great was
their love towards him, and the good hope they
had of him, that they chose him Consul again the
second time. Wherefore so soon as he was chosen,
they would not proceed to drawing of lots accord-
ing to their custom, which of the two Consuls
should happen to go into Macedon: but presently
with a full and whole consent of them all, they
gave him the whole charge of the wars of Macedon.
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So being Consul now, and appointed to make war His ora-
upon King Perseus, all the people did honourably tion of
company him home unto his house : where a little thankstothe
girl (a daughter of his) called Tertia, being yet an Romans
infant, came weeping unto her father. He making
much of her: asked her wby she wept. The
poor girl answered, coiling him about the neck,
and kissing him: Alas, father, wore you what ?
our Perseus is dead. She meant it by a little
whelp so called, which was her playfellow. In
good hour_ my girl, said he, I like the sign well.
Thus doth Cicero the orator report of it in his
book of divinations. The Romans had a custom
at that time, that such as were elected Consuls
(after that they were openly proclaimed) should
make an oration of thanks unto the people, for
the honour and favour they had shewed him.
The people then (according to the custom) being
gathered together to hear __milius speak, he made
this oration unto them. "That the first time he

sued to be Consul, was in respect of himself,
standing at that time in need of such honour : now
he offered himself the second time unto it, for the
good love he bare unto them, who stood in need
of a general, wherefore he thought himself nothing
bound nor beholding unto them now. And if they
did think also this war might be better followed
by any other, than by himself, he would presently
with all his heart resign the place. Furthermore,
if they had any trust or confidence in him, that
they thought him a man sufficient to discharge
it: then that they would not speak nor meddle in
any matter that concerned his duty, and the office
of a general, saving only, that they would be
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Seewhat diligent (without any words) to do whatsoever he
fruit commanded, and should be necessary for the war

soldiers and service they took in hand. For if every manreap by
obedience would be a commander, as they had been hereto-

and fore, of those by whom they should be commanded :
reason then the world would more laugh them to scorn in

this service, than ever before had been accustomed."

These words made the Romans very obedient to
him, and conceived good hope to come, being all
of them very glad that they had refused those am-
bitious flatterers that sued for the charge, and had

given it unto a man, that doth boldly and frankly
tell them the troth. Mark how the Romans by

yielding unto reason and vertue, came to command
all other, and to make themselves the mightiest

people of the world. Now that Paulus A_milius
setting forward to this war, had wind at will, and

fair passage to bring him to his journey's end: I

impute it to good fortune, that so quickly and
safely conveyed him to his camp. But for the

rest of his exploits, he did in all this war, part
of them being performed by his own hardiness,
other by his wisdom and good counsel, other by
the diligence of his friends in serving him with
good will, other by his own resolute constancy
and courage in extremest danger, and last, by his

marvellous skill in determining at an instant what
was to be done : I cannot attribute any notable

act or worthy service unto this his good fortune

they talk of so much, as they may do in other cap-
rains' doings. Unless they will say peradventure,

that Perseus' covetousness and misery was 2_milius'

good fortune: for his miserable fear of spending
money, was the only cause and destruction of the
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whole realm of Macedon, which was in good state Perseus'
and hope of continuing in prosperity. For there covetous-
came down into the country of Macedon at King ness wasthe de-
Perseus' request, ten thousand ]3astarn_e a-horse- s_trucfion
back, and as many footmen to them, who always of his
joined with them in battell, all mercenary soldiers, realm
depending upon pay and entertainment of wars,
as men that could not plow nor sow, nor trafl:ick
merchandise by sea, nor skill of grazing to gain
their living with: and to be short, that had no
other occupation or merchandise, but to serve in
the wars, and to overcome those with whom they
fought. Furthermore, when they came to encamp
and lodge in the M_edica, near to the Macedonians,
who saw them so goodly great men, and so well
trained and exercised in handling all kind of weapons,
so brave and lusty in words and threats against
their enemies : they began to pluck up their hearts,
and to look big, imagining that the Romans would
never abide them, but would be afraid to look
them in the face, and only to see their march,
it was so terrible and fearful. But Perseus, after
he had encouraged his men in this sort, and had
put them in such a hope and jollity, when this bar-
barous supply came to ask him a thousand crowns
in hand for every captain, he was so damped and
troubled withal in his mind, casting up the sum
it came to, that his only covetousness and misery
made him return them back, and refuse their
service: not as one that meant to fight with the
Romans, hut rather to spare his treasure, and to
be a husband for them, as ff he should have given
up a straight account unto them of his charges in
this war, agaiast whom he made it. And not-
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Note withstanding also his enemies did teach him what
what he had to do, considering that besides all other

came of their warlike furniture and munition, they had noPerseus'
bus- less than a hundred thousand fighting men lying in

bandry camp together, ready to execute the Consul's com-
mandment: yet he taking upon him to resist so
puissant an army, and to maintain the wars, which
forced his enemies to be at extreme charge in
entertaining such multitudes of men, and more than
needed, hardly would depart with his gold and
silver, but kept it safe locked up in his treasury,
as if he had been afraid to touch it, and had been
none of his. And he did not shew that he came

of the noble race of these kings of Lydia, and
of Phoenicia, who gloried to be rich : but shewed
how by inheritance of blood he challenged some
part of the vertue of Philip, and of Alexander,
who both because they esteemed to buy victory
with money, not money with victory, did many
notable things, and thereby conquered the world.
Hereof came the common saying in old time, that
it was not Philip, but his gold and silver that won
the cities of Greece. And Alexander when he
went to conquer the Indies, seeing the Mace-
donians carry with them all the wealth of Persia,
which made his camp very heavy, and slow to
march: he himselt first of all set fire of his own

carriage that conveyed all his necessaries, and
persuaded other to do the like, that they might
march more lightly and easily on the journey. But
Perseus contrarily would not spend any part of
his goods, to save himself, his children and realm,
but rather yielded to be led prisoner in triumph
with a great ransom, to shew the Romans how
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good a husband he had been for them. For he did Perseus'
not only send away the Gauls without giving them double
pay as he had promised, but moreover having per- dealingwith King
suaded Gentius king of Illyria to take his part in Gentius
these wars, for the sum of three hundred talents
which he had promised to furnish him with: he
caused the money to be told, and put up in bags by
those whom Gentius sent to receive it. Where-
upon Gentius thinking himself sure of the money
promised, committed a fond and foul part: for he
stayed the ambassadors the Romans stnt unto him,
and committed them to prison. This part being
come to Perseus' ears, he thought now he needed
not hire him with money to be an enemy to the
Romans, considering he had waded so far, as that
he had already done, was as a manifest sign of his
ill-will towards them, and that it was too late to
look back and repent him, now that his foul part
had plunged him into certain wars, for an uncertain
hope. So did he abuse the unfortunate king, and
defrauded him of the three hundred talents he had

promised him. And worse than this, shortly after
he suffered Lucius Anicius the Roman Praetor,
whom they sent against him with an army, to pluck
king Gentius, his wife, and children, out of his
realm and kingdom, and to carry them prisoners
with him. Now when _Emilius was arrived in

Macedon, to make war against such an enemy : he
made no manner of reckoning of his person, but of
the great preparation and power he had. For in
one camp he had four thousand horsemen, and no
less than forty thousand footmen, with the which
army he had planted himself alongst the sea side,
by the foot of the mount O/ympus, in a place
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/Emilius' unpossible to be approached : and there he had so
admoni- well fortified all the straits and passages unto him

tions with fortifications of wood, that he thought himselfto his
soldiers to lie safe out of all danger, and imagined to dally

with JEmihus, and by tract of time to eat him out
with charge. Yt_milius in the mean season lay not
idle, but occupied his wits throughly, and left no
means unattempted, to put some thing in proof.
And perceiving that his soldiers by overmuch licen-
tious liberty (wherein by sufferance they lived
before) were angry with delaying and lying still,
and that they did busily occupy themselves in the
general's office, saying this, and such a thing would
be done that is not done : he took them up roundly,
and commanded them they should meddle no more
too curiously in matters that pertained not to them,
and that they should take care for nothing else, but
to see their armour and weapon ready to serve
valiantly, and to use their swords after the Romans'
fashion, when their general should appoint and
command them. Wherefore, to make them more
careful to look to themselves, he commanded those
that watched, should have no spears nor pikes,
because they should be more wakeful, having no
long weapon to resist the enemy, if they were
assaulted. The greatest trouble his army had, was
lack of fresh water, because the water that ran
to the sea was very little, and marvellous foul by
the sea side. But .,_milius considering they were
at the foot of the mount Olympus (which is of
a marvellous height, and full of wood withal) con-
jectured, seeing the trees so fresh and green, that
there should be some little pretty springs among
them, which ran under the ground. So he made
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them dig many holes and wells alongst the mountain, The o14-
which were straight filled with fair water, being ginal of
pent within ground before for lack of breaking springs
open the heads, which then ran down in streams,
and met together in sundry places. And yet some

do deny, that there is any meeting of waters within

the ground, from whence the springs do come:
and they say, that running out of the earth as they

do, it is not for that the water breaketh out by
any violence, or openeth in any place, as meeting

together in one place of long time: but that it

ingendreth and riseth at the same time and place
where it runneth out, turning the substance into
water, which is a moist vapour, thickeneth and
waxeth cold by the coldness of the earth, and
so becometh a stream, and runneth down. For,

say they, as women's breasts are not always full

of milk, as milk pans are that continually keep
milk, but do of themselves convert the nutriment
women take into milk, and after cometh forth

at their nipples: even so the springs and watery
places of the earth, from whence the fountains
come, have no meetings of hidden waters, nor

hollow places so capable, readily to deliver water

fi'om them, as one would draw it out of a pump or
sestern, from so many great brooks, and deep rivers :
but by their natural coldness and moisture, they
wax thick, and put forth the vapour and air so
strong, that they turn it into water. And this

is the reason why the places where they dig and
open the earth, do put forth more abundance of

water by opening the ground: like as women's
breasts do give more milk, when they are most

drawn and sucked, because in a sort they do better



92 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

Diamond feed the vapour within them, and convert it thereby
cut into a running humour. Where, to the contrary,

diamond those parts of the earth that are not digged, nor
have no vent outward, are the more unable, and
less meet to ingender water, having not that provo-
cation and course to run, that causeth the bring-
ing forth of moisture. Yet such as maintain this
opinion, do give them occasion that love argument,
to contrary them thus. Then we may say by like
reason also, that in the bodies of beasts there is
no blood long before, and that it ingendreth upon a
sudden, when they are hurt, by transferring of some
spirit or flesh that readily changeth into some
running liquor. And moreover, they are con-
futed by the common experience of these mine
men, that dig in the mines for metal, or that
undermine castles to win them: who when they
dig any great depth, do many times meet in the
bowels of the earth with running rivers, the water
whereof is not ingendred by little and little, as of
necessity it should be, if it were true, that upon the
present opening of the ground, the humour should
immediately be created, but it falleth vehemently
all at one time. And we see oftentimes that in

cutting through a mountain or rock, suddenly there
runneth out a great quantity of water. And thus
much for this matter. Now to return to our history
again. A_milius lay there a convenient time, and
stirred not: and it is said there were never seen

two so great armies one so near to the other, and
to be so quiet. In the end, casting many things
with himself, and devising sundry practises, he was
informed of another way to enter into Macedon,
through the country of Perrh_ebia, over against the
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temple called Pythion, and the rock upon which it NItsica
is built, where there lay no garrison : which gave andFabius
him better hope to pass that way, for that it was offer
not kept, than that he feared the narrowness and them-
hardness of the way unto it. So, he brake the selves to
matter to his council. Thereupon Scipio called take the
Nasica (the son adopted of that great Scipio the straits
African, who became afterwards a great man, and
was president of the Senate or council) was the
first man that offered himself to lead them, whom
it would please him to send to take that passage,
and to assault their enemies behind. The second
was Fabius Maximus, the eldest son of ._milius,
who being but a very young man, rose notwithstand-
ing, and offered himself very willingly, tEmilius
was very glad of their offers, and gave them not so
many men as Polybius writeth, but so many as
Nasica himself declareth, in a letter of his he wrote
to a king, where he reporteth all the story of this
journey. Therewere 3ooo Italians levied in Italy,
by the confederates of the Romans, who were not
of the Roman legions, and in the left wing about
5000. Besides those, Nasica took also 12.0 men
at arms, and about 2oo Cretans and Thracians
mingled together, of those Harpalus had sent
thither. With this number Nasica departed fi'om
the camp, and took his way toward the sea side,
and lodged by the temple of Hercules, as if he had
determined to do this feat by sea, to environ the
camp of the enemies behind. But when the soldiers
had supped, and that it was dark night, he made
the captains of every band privy to his enterprise,
and so marched all night a contrary way from the
sea, until at the length they came under the temple
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The of Pythion, where he lodged to rest the soldiers
height that were sore travelled all night. In this place,

of the the mount Olympus is about ten furlong high,Mount
Olympus as appeareth in a place engraven by him that

measured it.

Olympus mount iq just by measure made with lln%
Twelve hundred seventy paces trod, as measure can

assign.
The measure being made right o'er against the place,
Whereas Apollo's temple stand_ ybuilt with stately

grace,

Even from the level plot of that same country's plain,
Unto the top which all on high doth on the hill remain.
And so Xenagoras the son of Eumelus,
In olden days by measure made, the same did find

for us.
And did engrave it here in writing for to see,
When as he took his latest leave (Apollo god) of thee.

Yet the geometricians say, that there is no
mountain higher, nor sea deeper, than the length
of ten furlongs: so that I think this Xenagoras

(in my opinion) did not take his measure at adven-

ture, and by guess, but by true rules of the art, and
instruments geometrical. There Nasica rested all

night. King Perseus perceiving in the meantime
that iEmilius stirred not from the place where he

lay, mistrusted nothing his practise, and the coming
of Nasica who was at hand: until such time as

a traitor of Creta (stealing from Nasica) did reveal

unto him the pretended practise, as also the Romans
compassing of him about. He wondered much at

these news, howbeit he removed not his camp from
the place he lay in, but dispatched one of his cap-

tains called Mdon, with ten thousand strangers,

and two thousand Macedonians: and straightly
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commanded him with all the possible speed he Nasiea
could, to get the top of the hill before them. won the
Polybius saith, that the Romans came and gave straits of
them an alarum, when they were sleeping. But Macedon
Nasica writeth, that there was a marvellous sharp
and terrible battle on the top of the mountain : and
said plainly, that a Thracian soldier coming towards
him, he threw his dart at him, and bitting him
right in the breast, slew him stark dead: and
having repulsed their enemies, Miton their captain
shamefully running away in his coat without armour
or weapon, he followed him without any danger,
and so went down to the valley, with the safety
of all his company. This conflict fortuning thus,
Perseus raised his camp in great haste from the
place where he was, and being disappointed of his
hope, he retired in great fear, as one at his wits'
end, and not knowing how to determine. Yet was
he constrained either to stay, and encamp before the
city of Pydna, there to take the hazard of battell :
or else to divide his army into his cities and strong-
holds, and to receive the wars within his own
country, the which being once crept in, could never
be driven out again, without great murder and
bloodshed. Hereupon his fi-iends did counsel him,
to choose rather the fortune of battell: alleging
unto him, that he was the stronger in men a great
way, and that the Macedonians would fight lustily
with all the courage they could, considering that
they fought for the safety of their wives and chil-
dren, and also in the presence of their king, who
should both see every man's doing, and fight him-
self in person also for them. The king moved by
these persuasions, determined to renter the chance
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The skill of hattell. So he pitched his camp, and viewed
and fore- the situation of the places all about, and divided
light of the companies amongst his captains, purposing toa wise
captain give a hot charge upon the enemies when they

should draw near. The place and country was
such, as being all champion, there was a goodly
valley to range a battell of footmen in, and little
pretty hills also one depending upon another, which
were very commodious for archers, naked men, and
such as were lightly armed, to retire themselves
unto being distressed, and also to environ their
enemies behind. There were two small rivers also,
.rEsort and Leucus that ran through the same, the
which though they were not very deep, being
about the latter end of the summer, yet they would
annoy the Romans notwithstanding. Now when
_Emilius was joined with Nasica, he marched on
straight in battell ray towards his enemies. But
perceiving afar off their battell marched in very
good order, and the great multitude of men placed
in the same : he wondered to behold it, and sud-
denly stayed his army, considering with himself
what he had to do. Then the young captains
having charge under him, desirous to fight it out
presently, went unto him to pray him to give the
onset: but Nasica specially above the rest, having
good hope in the former goo_l luck he had at his
first encounter. Y, milius smiling, answered him:
So would I do, if I were as young as thou. But
the sundry victories I have won heretofore, having
taught me by experience the faults the vanquished
do commit : do forbid me to go so hotly to work
(before my soldiers have rested, which did return
but now) to assault an army set in such order of
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battell. When he had answered him thus, he corn- The
manded the first bands that were now in view of supersti-
the enemies, should imbattell themselves, shewing tionoftheRomans
a countenance to the enemy as though they would when the
fight : and that those in the rearward should lodge moon is
in the meantime, and fortify the camp. So, bring- eclipsed
ing the foremost men to be hindmost, by changing
from man to man before the enemies were aware of
it: he had broken his hattell by littte and little,
and lodged his men, fortified within the camp with-
out any tumult or noise, and the enemies never
perceiving it. But when night came, and every
man had supped, as they were going to sleep and
take their rest: the moon which was at the full,
and of a great height, began to darken and to
change into many sorts of colours, losing her light,
until such time as she vanished away, and was
eclipsed altogether. Then the Romans began to
make a noise with basons and pans, as their fashion
is to do in such a chance, thinking by this sound to
call her again, and to make her come to her light,
lifting up many torches lighted, and firebrands
into the air. The Macedonians on the other side
did no such matter within their camp, but were
altogether stricken with an horrible fear : and there
ran straight a whispering rumour throu:;h the people,
that this sign in the element signified the eclipse of
the king. For ASmitius was not ignorant of the
diversities of the eclipses, and he had heard say
the cause is, by reason that the moon making
her ordinary course about the world (after certain
revolutions of time) doth come to enter into the
round shadow of the earth, within the which she
remalneth hidden : until such time as having passed

nl G
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tEmilius' the dark region of the shadow, she cometh after-
poli_-Tto wards to recover her light which she taketh of the
S._re

h sun. Nevertheless, he being a godly devout man,
so soon as he perceived the moon had recovered
her former brightness again, he sacrificed eleven
calves. And the next morning also by the break
of day, making sacrifice to Hercules, he could
never have any signs or tokens that promised him
good luck, in sacrificing twenty oxen one after
another: but at the one-and-twentieth he had

signs that promised him victory, so he defended
himself. Wherefore, after he had vowed a solemn
sacrifice of a hundred oxen to Hercules, and also
games of prizes at the weapons, he commanded his
captains to put their men in readiness to fight : and
so sought to win time, tarrying till the sun came
about in the afternoon towards the west, to the end
that the Romans which were turned towards the

east, should not have it in their faces when they
were fighting. In the meantime, he reposed him-
self in his tent, which was all open behind towards
the side that looked into the valley, where the
camp of his enemies lay. When it grew towards
night, to make the enemies set upon his men, some
say he used this policy. He made a horse be
driven towards them without a bridle, and certain
Romans followed him, as they would have taken
him again : and this was the cause of procuring the
skirmish. Other say, that the Thracians serving
under the charge of Captain Alexander, did set
upon certain foragers of the Romans, that brought
forage into the camp: out of the which, seven
hundred of the Ligurians ran suddenly to the
reeeue, and relief coming still from both armies,
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at the last the main battelt followed after. Where- The army
fore Agmilius like a wise general foreseeing by the of the
danger of this skirmish, and the stirring of both Mace-donians
camps, what the fury of the batte]l would come to :
came out of his tent, and passing by the bands did
encotu'age them, and prayed them to stick to it llke
men. In the meantime, Nasica thrusting himself
into the place where the skirmish was hottest, per-
ceived the army of the enemies marching in battell,
ready to join. The first that marched in the
voward, were the Thracians, who seemed terrible
to look upon, as he writeth himself: for they
were mighty made men, and carried marvellous
bright targets of steel before them, their legs were
armed with greaves, and their thighs with tasses,
their coats were black, and marched shaking heavy
halberds upon their shoulders. Next unto these
Thracians, there followed them all the other
strangers and soldiers whom the king had hired,
diversely armed and set forth : for they were people
of sundry nations gathered together, among whom
the P_eonians were mingled. The third squadron
was of Macedonians, and all of them chosen men,
as well for the flower of their youth, as for the
valiantness of their persons: and they were all in
goodly gilt armours, and brave purple cassocks
upon them, spick and span new. And at their
backs came after them, the old bands to shew
themselves out of the camp, with targets of copper,
that made all the plain to shine with the brightness
of their steel and copper. And all the hills and
mountains thereabouts did ring again like an echo,
with the cry and noise of so many fighting men,
one encouraging another. In this order they
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The marched so fiercely with so great heart-burning,
tmttell and such swiftness : that the first which were slain

betwixt
Perseus at the encounter, fell dead two furlongs from the

and camp of the Romans. The charge being given
AEmilius and the battell begun, 2Emilius galloping to the

voward of his battell, perceived that the captains
of the Macedonians which were in the first ranks,
had already thrust their pikes into the Romans'
targets, so as they could not come near them with
their swords: and that the other Macedonians

carrying their targets behind them, had now plucked
them before them, and did base their pikes all at
one time, and made a violent thrust into the targets
of the Romans. Which when he had considered,
and of what strength and force his wall and rank
of targets was, one joining so near another, and
what a terror it was to see a front of a battell with

so many armed pikes and steel heads: he was
more afeard and amazed withal, than with any
sight he ever saw before. Nevertheless he could
wisely dissemble it at that time. And so passing
by the companies of his horsemen, without either
curaces or helmet upon his head, he shewed a
noble cheerful countenance unto them that fought.
But on the contrary side, Perseus the king of
Macedon, as Polybius writeth, so soon as the
battell was begun, withdrew himself, and got into
the city of Pydna, under pretence to go to do
sacrifice unto Hercules: who doth not accept the
faint sacrifice of cowards, neither doth receive their

prayers, because they be unreasonable. For it is
no reason, that he that shooteth not, should hit the
white: nor that he should win the victory, that
bideth not the battell : neither that he should have
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any good, that doeth nothing toward it: nor that Salvius
a naughty man should be fortunate, and prosper, saves the
The gods did favour YEmilius' prayers, because he day
prayed for victory with his sword in his hand, and
fighting did call to them for aid. Howbeit there
is one Posidonius a writer, who saith he was in
that time, and moreover, that he was at the batte]l :
and he hath written an history containing many
books of the acts of King Perseus, where he saith
that it was not for _int heart, nor under colour to
sacrifice unto Hercules, that Perseus went from the
battell : but because he had a stripe of a horse on
the thigh the day before. Who though he could
not very well help himself, and that all his friends
sought to persuade him not to go to the battell:
yet he caused one of his horse to be brought to
him notwithstanding (which he commonly used to
ride up and down on) and taking his back, rode
into the battell unarmed, where an infinite number
of darts were thrown at him from both sides.

And among those, he had a blow with a dart that
hurt him somewhat, but it was overthwart, and not
with the point, and did hit him on the left side
glancing wise, with such a force, that it rent his
coat, and razed his skin underneath, so as it left a
mark behind a long time after. And this is all
that Posidonius writeth to defend and excuse

Perseus. The Romans having their hands full,
and being stayed by the battell of the Macedonians
that they could make no breach into them : there
was a captain of the Pelignians called Salvius, who
took the ensign of his band, and cast it among the
press of his enemies. Then all the Pelignians
brake in upon them, with a marvellous force and
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A des- fury into that place: for all Italians think it too
perate great a shame and dishonour for soldiers to lose or

struggle forsake their ensign. Thus was there marvellous
force of both sides used in that place: for the
Pelignians proved to cut the Macedonians' pikes
with their swords, or else to make them give back
with their great targets, or to make a breach into
them, and to take the pikes with their hands. But
the Macedonians to the contrary, holding their
pikes fast with both hands, ran them through that
came near unto them: so that neither target nor
corselet could hold out the force and violence of

the push of their pikes, insomuch as they turned
up the heels of the Pelignians and Terracinians,
who like desperate beasts without reason, shutting
in themselves among their enemies, ran wilfully
upon their own deaths, and their first rank were
slain every man of them. Thereupon those that
were behind, gave back a little, but fled not turning
their backs, and only retired giving back towards
the mountain Otocrus. ./Ernilius seeing that (as
Posidonius writeth) rent his arming coat from his
back for anger, because that some of his men gave
back: other durst not front the battell of the

Macedonians, which was so strongly embattled on
every side, and so toured in with a wall of pikes,
presenting their armed heads on every side a man
could come, that it was impossible to break into
them, no not so much as come near them only.
Yet notwithstanding, because the field was not
altogether plain and even, the battell that was large
in the front, could not always keep that wall, con-
tinuing their targets close one to another, but they
were driven of necessity to break and open in many
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places, as it happeneth oft in great battels, according The
to the great force of the soldiers : that in one place rabies
they thrust forward, and in another they g_ve back, turned
and leave a hole. Wherefore YEmihus suddenly
taking the vantage of this occasion divided his men
into small companies, and commanded them
they should quickly thrust in between their
enemies, and occupy the places they saw void in
the front of their enemies, and that they should set
on them in that sort, and not with one whole con-
tinual charge, but occupying them here and there
with divers companies in sundry places. ./Emilius
gave this charge unto the private captains oi every
band and their lieutenants, and the captains also
gave the like charge unto their soldiers that could
skilfully execute their commandment. For they
went presently into those parts where they saw the
places open, and being once entred in among them,
some gave charge upon the flanks of the Macedo-
nians, where they were all naked and unarmed:
other set upon them behind: so that the strength
of all the corps of the battell (which consisteth in
keeping close together) being opened in this sort,
was straight overthrown. Furthermore, when they
came to fight man for man, or a few against a few :
the Macedonians with their little short swords,
came to strike upon the great shields of the Romans,
which were very strong, and covered all their
bodies down to the foot. And they to the con-
trary, were driven of necessity to receive the blows
of the strong heavy swords of the Romans, upon
their little weak targets: so that what with their
heaviness, and the vehement force wherewith the
blows lighted upon them, there was no target nor
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The vali- corselet, but they passed it through, and ran them
anlmess in. By reason whereof they could make no long

of Marcus resistance, whereupon they turned their backs andCato
ran away. But when they came to the squadron
of the old beaten soldiers of the Macedonians, there
was the cruellest fight and most desperate service,
where they say that Marcus Cato (son of great
Cato, and son-in-law of A_mihus) shewing all the
valiantness in his person that a noble mind could
possibly per_brm, lost his sword which fell out of
his hand. But he like a young man of noble
courage, that had bin valiantly brought up in all
discipline, and knew how to fbllow the steps of his
father (the noblest person that ever man saw) was
to shew then his value and worthiness: and
thought it more honour for him there to die, than
living to suffer his enemies to enjoy any spoil of his.
So, by-and-by he ran into the Roman army, to
find out some of his friends, whom he told what
had befallen him, and prayed them to help him to
recover his sword: whereto they agreed. And
being a good company of lusty valiant soldiers
together, they rushed straight in among their
enemies, at the place where he brought them, and
so did set upon them with such force and fury, that
they made a lane through the middest of them, and
with great slaughter and spilling of blood, even by
plain force, they cleared the way still before them.
Now when the place was voided, they sought for the
sword, and in the end found it with great ado,
amongst a heap of other swords and dead bodies,
whereat they rejoiced marvellously. Then sing-
ing a song of victory, they went again more fiercely
than before to give a charge upon their enemies, who
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were not yet broken asunder : until such time as at AEmilitm'
the length, the three thousand chosen Macedonians victory of
fighting valiantly even to the last man, and never Perseus
forsaking their ranks, were all slain in the place.
After whose overthrow, there was a great slaughter
of other also that fled : so that all the valley and
foot of the mountains thereabouts was covered with

dead bodies. The next day after the battell, when
the Romans did pass over the river of Leucus, they
found it running all a-blood. For it is said there
were slain at this field, of Perseus' men, above five-
and-twenty thousand : and of the Romans' side, as
Posidonius saith, not above six-score, or as Nasica
writeth, but four-score only. And for so great an
overthrow, it is reported it was wonderIhl quickly
done and executed. For they began to fight about
three of the clock in the ahernoon, and had won
the victory before four, and all the rest of the day
they followed their enemies in chase, an hundred
and twenty furlongs from the place where the
battell was fought: so that it was very late, and
far forth night, before they returned again into the
camp. So such as returned, were received with
marvellous great joy of their pages that went out
with links and torches lighted, to bring their
maisters into their tents, where their men had made
great bonfires, and decked them up with crowns
and garlands of laurel, saving the general's tent
only: who was very heavy, for that of his two
sons he brought with him to the wars, the younger
could not be found, which he loved best of the
twain, because he saw he was of a better nature
than the rest of his brethren. For even then,

being new crept out of the shell as it were, he was
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The vail- marvellous valiant and hardy, and desired honour
antness wonderfully. Now ./Emilius thought he had been

of Scipio cast away, fearing lest for lack of experience in thethe Less
wars, and through the rashness of his youth, he had
put himself too far in fight amongst the prease of the
enemies. Hereupon the camp heard straight what
sorrow JEmilius was in, and how grievously he
took it. The Romans being set at supper, rose
from their meat, and with torchlight some ran to
_/Emilius' tent, other went out of the camp to seek
him among the dead bodies, if they might know
him : so all the camp was full of sorrow and mourn-
ing, the valleys and hills all abouts did ring again
with the cries of those that called Scipio aloud. For
even from his childhood he had a natural gift in
him, of all the rare and singular parts required in
a captain and wise governor of the common weal
above all the young men of his time. At the last,
when they were out of all hope of his coming again,
he happily returned from the chase of the enemies,
with two or three of his familiars only, all bloodied
with new blood (like a swift running greyhound
fleshed with the blood of the hare) having pursued
very far for joy of the victory. It is that Scipio
which afterwards destroyed both the cities of
Carthage and Numantia, who was the greatest
man of war, and valiantest captain of the Romans
in his time, and of the greatest authority and repu-
tation among them. Thus fortune deferring till
another time the execution of her spite, which she
did bear to so noble an exploit, suffered JEmilius
for that time, to take his full pleasure of that noble
victory. And as for Perseus, he fled first from
the city of Pydna, unto the city of Pella, with hi8
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horsemen, which were in manner all saved. Where- Perseus/s
upon the footmen that saved themselves by flying, deserted
meeting them by the way, called them traitors,
cowards, and villains: and worse than that, they
turned them off their horsebacks, and fought it
out lustily with them. Perseus seeing that, and
fearing lest this mutiny might turn to light
on his neck, he turned his horse out of the
highway, and pulled off his purple coat, and carried
it before him, and took his diadem, fearing to be
known thereby : and because he might more easily
speak with his friends by the way, he lighted
afoot, and led his horse in his hand. But such
as were about him, one made as though he would
mend the latchet of his shoe, another seemed to
water his horse, another as though he would drink :
so that one dragging after another in this sort, they
all left him at the last, and ran their way, not fearing
the enemies fury so much, as their king's cruelty :
who being grieved with his misfortune, sought to
lay the fault of the overthrow upon all other, but
himself. Now he being come into the city of
Pella by night, Euctus and Eudseus, two of his
treasurers, came unto him, and speaking boldly (but
out of time) presumed to tell him the great fault
he had committed, and to counsel him what he
should do. The king was so moved with their
presumption, that with his own hands he stabbed
his dagger in them both, and slew them outright.
But after this fact, all his servants and friends re-
fused him, and there only tarried with him but
Evander Cretan, Archedamus _/Etolian, and Neo
Boeotian. And as for the mean soldiers, there were
none that followed him but the Cretans, and yet it
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Misers was not for the good will they did bear him, but
whine for for the love of his gold and silver, as bees that keep

their their hives for love of the honey. For he carried
goods wlth him a great treasure, and gave them leave to

spoil certain plate and vessel of gold and silver, to
the value of fifty talents. But first of all, when he
was come into the city of Amphipolis, and after-
walds into the city of Alepsus, and that the fear
was well blown over : he returned again to his old
humour, which was born and bred with him, and
that was, avarice and misery. For he made his
complaint unto those that were about him, that he
had unwares given to the soldiers of Creta, his
plate and vessel of gold to be spoiled, being those
which in old time belonged unto Alexander the
Great : and prayed them with tears in his eyes that
had the plate, they would be contented to change
it for ready money. Now such as knew his nature,
found straight this was but a fraud and a Cretan
lie, to deceive the Cretans with: but those that
trusted him, and did restore again the plate they
had, did lose it every iota, for he never paid them
penny for it. So he got of his friends, the value of
thirty talents, which his enemies soon after did take
from him. And with that sum he went into the
Isle of Samothracia, where he took the sanctuary
and privilege of the temple of Castor and Pollux.
They say, that the Macedonians of long continu-
ance did naturally love theil kings : but then seeing
all theh" hope and expectation broken, their hearts
failed them, and broke withal. For they all came
and submitted themselves unto ./Emilius, and made
him lord of the whole realm of Macedon in two

days : and this doth seem to confirm their words,
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who impute all 2Emitius' doings unto his good News
fortune. And surely, the marvellous fortune he brought

to Rome,
happened on in the city Amphipolis, doth con- and no
firm it much, which a man cannot ascribe otherwise, man
but to the special grace of the gods. For one day knew
beginning to do sacrifice, lightning fell fi'om heaven, how
and set all the wood on fire upon the altar, and sancti-
fied the sacrifice. But yet the miracle of his fame
is more to be wondred at. For four days after
Perseus had lost the battell, and that the city of
Pella was taken, as the people of Rome were at
the lists or shew-place, seeing horses run for games :
suddenly there arose a rumour at the entring into
the lists where the games were, how ./Emilius had
won a great battell of King Perseus, and had con-
quered all Macedon. This news was rife straight
in every man's mouth, and there followed upon it
a marvellous joy and great cheer in every corner,
with shouts and clapping of hands, that continued
all the day through the city of Rome. Afterwards
they made diligent inquiry, how this rumour first
came up, but no certain author could be known,
and every man said they heard it spoken: so as
in the end it came to nothing, and passed away
in that sort for a time. But shortly after, there
came letters, and certain news that made them
wonder more than before, from whence the mes-
senger came that reported the first news of it:
which could be devised by no natural means, and
yet proved true afterwards. We do read also of a
battell that was fought in Italy, near unto the river
of Sagra, whereof news was brought the very same
day unto Peloponnesus. And of another also in
like manner that was fought in Asia against the
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M_racu-Medes, before the city of Mycal_: the news
loss news whereof came the same day unto the camp of the

Grecians, lying before the city of Platza. And
in that great journey where the Romans overthrew
the Tarquins, and the army of the Latins: im-
mediately after the battell was won, they saw two
goodly young men come newly from the camp, who
brought news of the victory to Rome, and they
judged they were Castor and Pollux. The first
man that spake to them in the market-place before
the foun_in, where they watered their horse being
all of a white foam, told them : that they wondred
how they could so quickly bring these news. And
they laughing came to him, and took him softly by
the beard with both their hands, and even in the
market-place his hair being black before, was pre-
sently turned yellow. This miracle made them
believe the report the man made, who ever after
was called Ahenobarbus, as you would say, bearded
as yellow as gold. Another like matter that hap-
pened in our time, maketh all such news credible.
For when Antonius rebelled against the Emperor
Domitian, the city of Rome was in a marvellous
perplexity, because they looked for great wars
towards Germany. But in this fear, there grew a
sudden rumour of victory, and it went currently
through Rome, that Antonius himself was slain,
and all his army overthrown, and not a man left
alive. This rumour was so rife, that many of the
chiefest men of Rome believed it, and did sacrifice
thereupon unto the gods, giving them thanks for
the victory. But when the matter came to sifting,
who was the first author of the rumour : no man

could tell. For one put it over _titl to another,
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and it died so in the end amongst the people, as in The
a bottomless matter, for they could never bolt out miserable
any certain ground of it : but even as it came flying state Per-sells

into Rome, so went it flying away again, no man brought
can tell how. Notwithstanding, Domitian holding unto
on his journey to make this war, met with posts
that brought him letters for the certain victory:
and remembering the rumour of the victory that
ran before in Rome, he found it true, that it was
on the very same day the victory was gotten, and
the distance between Rome and the place where the
field was won, was above twenty thousand furlongs
off. Every man in our time knoweth this to be
true. But again to our history. Cn. Octavius,
lieutenant of the army of 2Emilius by sea, came
to anker under the Isle of Samothracia, where he
would not take Perseus by force out of the sanctuary
where he was, for the reverence he did bear unto

the gods Castor and Pollux : but he did besiege him
in such sort, as he could not scape him, nor fly by
sea out of the island. Yet he had secretly prac-
tised with one Oroandes a Cretan, that had a
brigantine, and was at a price with him for a sum
of money to convey him away by night: but the
Cretan served him a right Cretan's trick. For when
he had taken aboard by night into his vessel, all
the king's treasure of gold and silver, he sent
him word that he should not sail the next night
following to come unto the pier by the temple of
Ceres, with his wife, his children and servants,
where indeed was no possibility to take shipping :
but the next night following he hoised sail, and
got him away. It was a pitiful thing that Perseus
was driven to do and suffer at that tinm. For he
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King came down in the night by ropes, out of a little
Perseus straight window upon the walls, and not only him-
yieldeth self, but his wife and little babes, who never knew
himself before what flying and hardness meant. And yet

he fetched a more grievous bitter sigh, when one
told him on the pier, that he saw Oroandes the
Cretan under sall in the main seas. Then day
beginning to break, and seeing himself void of all
hope, he ran with his wife for life to the wall,
to recover the sanctuary again, before the Romans
that saw him could overtake him. And as for his

children, he had given them himself into the hands
of one Ion, whom before he had marvellously
loved, and who then did traitorously betray him:
for he delivered his children unto the Romans.

Which part was one of the chiefest causes that drave
him (as a beast that will follow her little ones
being taken from her) to yield himself into their
hands that had his children. Now he had a special
confidence in Seipio Nasica, and therefore he asked
for him when he came to yield himself, but it was
answered him, that he was not there. Then he
began to lament his hard and miserable fortune every
way. And in the end, considering how necessity
enforced him, he yielded himself into the hands of
Cn:eus Octavius, wherein he shewed plainly, that
he had another vice in him more unmanly and vile,
than avarice : that was, a faint heart, and fear to
die. But hereby he deprived himself of others'
pity and compassion towards him, being that only
thing which fortune cannot deny and take from the
afflicted, and specially from them that have a noble
heart. For he made request they would bring him
unto the general 2Emilio,s, who rose from his chair
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when he saw him come, and went to meet him Perseus'
with his friends, the water standing in his eyes, to un-
meet a great king by }brtune of war, and by the princely• behaviour
will of the gods, fallen into that most lamentable
state. But he to the contrary, unmanly and shame-
fully behaved himself. For he fell down at his
feet, and embraced his knees, and uttered such
uncomely speech and vile requests, as _/Emilius
self could not abide to hear them : but knitting his
brows against him, being heartily offended, he spake
thus unto him. "Alas poor man, why dost thou
discharge fortune of this fault, where thou mightest
justly charge and accuse her to thv discharge,
doing things, for the which every one judgeth thou
hast deserved thy present misery, and art unworthy
also of thy former honour ? why dost thou detame
my victory, and blemish the glory of my doings,
shewing thyself so base a man, as my honour is
not great to overcome so unworthy an enemy ?
The Romans have ever esteemed magnanimity,
even in their greatest enemies: but daszardliness,
though it be tbrtunate, yet it is hated of everybody."
Notwithstanding, he took him up, and taking him
by the hand, gave him into the custody of 2Emilius
Tubero. Then ./]_milius went into his tent, and
carried his sons and sona-in-law with him, and
other men of quality, and specially the younger
sort. And being set down, he continued a great
spaee very pensive with himself, not speaking a
word : insomuch that all the standers by wondered
much at the matter. In the end he began to enter
into discourse and talk of fortune, and the uncon-
stancy of these worldly things, and said unto them.
" Is there any man living, my friends, who having

111 H



14 PLUTARCH'S LIVES :

_miliu' fortune at will, should therefore boast and glory in
oration the prosperity of his doings, for that he hath con- :.

touching quered a country, city, or realm : and not rather to
fortune fear the unconstancy of fortune ? who laying before

our eyes, and all those that profess arms at this t
present, so notable an example of the common
frailty of men, doth plainly teach us to think, that
there is nothing constant or perdurable in this world.
For when is it, that men may think themselves
assured, considering that when they have overcome
others, then are they driven to mistrust fortune
most, and to mingle fear and mistrust, with joy of
victory: if they will wisely consider the common
course of fatal destiny that altereth daily, sometime
favouring one, otherwhile throwing down another ?
You see, that in an hour's space we have trodden
under our feet the house of Alexander the Great:
who hath been the mightiest and most redoubted
prince of the world. You see a king, that not long
since was followed and accompanied, with many
thousand soldiers of horsemen and footmen : brought
at this present into such miserable extremity, that
he is enforced to receive his meat and drink daily
at the hands of his enemies. Should we have any
better hope then, that fortune will always favour
our doings, more than she doth his now, at this
present ? no out of doubt. Therefore digesting
this matter well, you young men I say, be not too
brag nor foolish proud of this conquest and noble
victory: but think what may happen hereafter,
marking to what end fortune wilt turn the envy of
this our present prosperity." Such were .t_milius'
words to these young men, as it is reported, bridling
by these and such like persuasions, the lusty bravery
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of this youth, even as with the bit and bridle of 3Emilins'
reason. Afterwards he put his army into garrisons honour-
to refresh them : and went himself in person in the able pro-
meantime to visit Greece, making it an honourable _ress m_reece
progress, and also a commendable. For as he
passed through the cities, he relieved the people,
reformed the government of theh" state, and ever
gave them some gift or present. Unto some he
gave corn, which King Perseus had gathered for
the wars: and unto other he gave oils, meeting
with so great store of provision, that he rather
lacked people to give it unto, to receive it at his
hands, than wanting to give, there was so much.
As he passed by the city of Delphes, he saw there
a great pillar, four square, of white stone, which
they had set up, to put King Perseus' image of gold
upon it. Whereupon he commanded them to set
up his in that place, saying: it was reason the
conquered should give place unto the conquerors.
And being in the city of Olympia, visiting the
temple of Jupiter Olympian, he spake this openly,
which ever since hath been remembred: that

Phidias had rightly made Jupiter, as Homer had
described him. Afterwards when the ten am-
bassadors were arrived that were sent from Rome
to establish with him the realm of Macedon, he
redelivered the Macedonians their country and
towns again, to live at liberty, according to their
laws, paying yearly to the Romans for tribute,
a hundred talents: where before they were wont
to pay unto their kings ten times as much. And
he made plays and games of all sorts, and did
celebrate sumptuous sacrifices unto the gods. He
kept open court to all comers, and made noble
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_Emilius' feasts, and defrayed the whole charge thereof,
absti- with the treasure Perseus had gathered together,
hence sparing for no cost. But through his care and

foresight there was such a special good order taken,
every man so courteously received and welcomed,
and so orderly marshalled at the table according
to their estate and calling, that the Grecians won-
dered to see him so careful in matters of sport and
pleasure: and that he took as great pains in his
own person, to see that small matters should be
ordered as they ought, as he took regard for
discharge of more weighty causes. But this was
a marvellous pleasure to him, to see that among
such sumptuous sights prepared to shew pleasure
to the persons invited, no sight nor stately show
did so delight them, as to enioy the sight and
company of his person. So he told them, that
seemed to wonder at his diligence and care in these
matters : that to order a feast well, required as great
judgement and discretion, as to set a battell : to
make the one fearful to the enemies, and the other
acceptable to his friends. But men esteemed his
bounty and magnanimity for his best vertue and
quality. For he did not only refuse to see the
king's wonderful treasure of gold and silver, but
caused it to be told, and delivered to the custody
of the treasurers, to carry to the coffers of store
in Rome: and only suffered his sons that were
learned, to take the books of the king's library.
When he did reward the soldiers for their valiant

service in this battell, he gave his son-in-law
.tEmilius Tubero a cup, weighing five talents. It
is the same Tubero we told you of before, who
lived with sixteen other of his kin all in one house,
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and of the only revenue they had of a little farm in His cruel
the country. Some say, that cup was the first act
piece of plate that ever came into the house of the spo_fli_.g
_Elians, and yet it came for honour and reward of o_ _puam
vertue: but before that time, neither themselves,
nor their wives, would ever have, or wear, any gold
or silver. After he had very well ordered and
disposed all things, at the last he took leave of the
Grecians, and counselled the Macedonians to re-
member the liberty the Romans had given them,
and that they should be careful to keep it, by
their good government and concord together. Then
he departed from them, and took his journey to-
wards the country of Epirus, having received com-
mission from the Senate of Rome, to suffer his
soldiers who had done service in the hattell, and
overthrow of King Perseus, to spoil all the cities of
that country. Wherefore that he might surprise
them on a sudden, and that they should mistrust
nothing, he sent to all the cities that they should
send him by a certain day, ten of the chiefest men
of every city. Who when they were come, he
commanded them to go and bring him by such a
day, all the gold and silver they had within their
cities, as well in their private houses, as in their
temples and churches, and gave unto every one of
them a captain and garrison with them, as if it had
been only to have received and searched for the
gold and silver he demanded. But when the day
appointed was come, the soldiers in divers places
(and all at one time) set upon their enemies, and
did rifle and spoil them of that they had, and made
them also pay ransom every man : So as by this
policy, there were taken and made slaves in one
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N_.milius day, a hundred and fifty thousand persons, and three-
took ship score and ten cities spoiled and sacked every one.

trod re- And yet when they came to divide the spoil of thisturned
into Italy .general destruction of a whole realm by the poll,

it came not to every soldier's part, above eleven silver
drachms a-piece. Which made every one to wonder
greatly, and to fear also the terror of the wars, to
see the wealth and riches of so great a realm, to
amount to so little for every man's share. When
ASmilius had done this ,act against his own nature,
which was very gentle and curteous: he went unto
the sea-side to the city of Oricum, and there em-
barked with his army bound for Italy. Where
when he was arrived, he went up the river of Tiber
against the stream, in King Perseus' chief galley,
which had sixteen owers on a side, richly set out
with the armour of the prisoners, rich clothes of
purple colour, and other such spoils of the enemies:
so that the Romans running out of Rome in multi-
tudes of people to see this galley, and going side by
side by her as they rowed softly, ASmilius took as
great pleasure in it, as in any open games or feasts,
or triumph that had been shewed indeed. But
when the soldiers saw, that the gold and silver of
King Perseus' treasure was not divided amongst
them according unto promise, and that they had a
great deal less than they looked for, they were
marvellously offended, and inwardly grudged ASmi-
lius in their hearts. Nevertheless they durst not
speak it openly, but did accuse him, that he had
been too strait unto them in this war : and there-

fore they did shew no great desire, nor forwardness,
to procure him the honour of triumph. Which
Servius Galba understanding, that had been an old
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enemy of his, notwithstanding he had the charge of Theeavy
a thousand men under him in this war : he like an of Servius

envious viper told the people, how tEmilius had Galbaunto
not deserved the honour of triumph, an_l sowed _milius
seditious words against him among the soldiers, to
aggravate their ill-will the more against him. More-
over, he craved a day of the Tribunes of the people,
to have respite to bring forth such matter as they
determined to object against him : saying the time
then was far spent, the sun being but four hours high,
and that it would require longer time and leisure.
The Tribunes made him answer, that he should
speak then what he had to say against him, or
otherwise they would not grant him audience.
Hereupon he began to make a long oration in his
dispraise, futl of railing words, and spent all the
rest of the day in that railing oration. Afterwards
when night came on, the Tribunes brake up the
assembly, and the next morning the soldiers being
encouraged by Galba's oration, and having con-
sidered together, did flock about Galba, in the
mount of the Capitol, where the Tribunes had
given warning they would keep their assembly.
Now being broad day, JEmilius' triumph was
referred to the most number of voices of the people,
and the first tribe flatly did deny his triumph. The
Senate, and the residue of the people hearing that,
were very sorry to see they did _/Emilius so open
wrong and injury. The common people said
nothing to it, hut seemed to be very sorry, howbeit
they sought no redress. The Lords of the Senate
cried out upon them, and said it was too much
shame, and exhorted one another to bridle the
insolency and boldness of these soldiers, who would
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_exvilius'grow in the end to such tumult and disorder,that
orationthey would commit allmischiefand wickedness,if

betimes they were not looked to,and prevented,

seeingtheydid so openlystandagainsttheirgeneral,

seekingto deprivehim of the honourof histriumph
and victory. So theyassembled a goodcompany
of them together,and went up to the Capitol,and

prayed the Tribunes they would stay to take the
voicesof the people,untiltheyhad acquaintedthem
with such needfulmatter,as they had to open unto
them. The Tribunes grantedto it,and silencewas
made. Then Marcus Servilius,who had been

Consul,and had fought three-and-twentycombats
of lifeand death in hisown person,and had always

slainas many of hisenemies as challengedhim man
forman : roseup, and spake in favourof .t_milius

in this manner. " I know now (said he) better
than before, how noble and worthy a captain
Paulus ./Emilius is, who hath achieved such glory

and honourable victory, with so dishonourable and
disobedient soldiers. And I can but wonder that

the people not long since rejoiced, and made great
account of the victories and triumphs won upon the

Illyrians and other nations of Africk : and that now

they should for spite envy his glory (doing what
lieth in them to hinder) to bring a Macedonian

king alive in a triumph, and to show the glory and
greatness of King Philip and Alexander the Great,
subdued by the Romans' force and power. What

reason have ye, that not long since, upon a flying
rumour that JEmilius had won the battell against

Perseus, you straight made sacrifices to the gods

with great joy, praying them that you might be
witnesses of the truth thereof: and now that the
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person himself whom ye made general is returned for the

home, and doth deliver you most assured victory, further-
you do frustrate the gods' most solemn thanks and anee oftEmilius'
honour due to them, and do deprive your selves also triumph
of your wonted glory in such a case : as if you were

afeared to see the greatness of your prosperity, or
that you meant to pardon a king, your slave and

prisoner. And yet of the two, you have more

reason to hinder the triumph, as pitying the king,
than envying your captain. But the malice of the
wicked, through your patience is grown to such an

insolent audacity and boldness, that we see men
present here before us, which never went from the

smoke of the chimney, nor carried away any blows
in the field, being crammed at home like women

and house=doves, and yet they are so impudent and

shameless, as they dare presume unreverently to
your faces, to prate of the o_ce and duty of a

general of an army, and of the desert of triumph,
before you I say, who by experience of many a sore
cut and wound upon your bodies in the wars, have

learned to know a good and valiant captain, from a
vile and cowardly person." And speaking these
words, he cast open his gown, and shewed before
them all, the infinite scars and cuts he had received

upon his breast: and then turning him behind,
shewed all such places as were not fit to be seen

openly, and so turned him again to Galba, and said
unto him. " Thou mockest me for that I shew

thee: but I rejoice before my countrymen and

citizens : that for serving my country night and day
a-horseback, I have these wounds upon me which
thou seest. Now get thee about thy business,
and receive their voices: and I will come after,
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A notable noting them that are naughty and unthankh_l citi-
de_'ip- zens, who like to be soothed with flattery, and not

tion stoutly commanded, as behoveth a general in the
war." These words so reined the hard-headed
soldiers with the curb of reason that all the other

tribes agreed in one, and granted ./Emilius' triumph :
the order and solemnity whereof was performed in
this sort. First, the people having set up sundry
scaffolds, as well in the lists and field (called clrcus
by the Latins) where the games and common run-
ning of horses and chariots are made, as also about
the market-place, and in other streets of the city,
the which, the show of the triumph should pass :
they all presented themselves in their best gowns to
see the magnificence and state thereof. All the
temples of the gods also were set wide open, hanged
full of garlands of flowers, and all perfumed within :
and there were set through all the quarters of the
city, numbers of sergeants and other officers holding
tipstaves in their hands to order the straggling
people, and to keep them up in corners and lanes'
ends, that they should not pester the streets, and
hinder the triumph. Furthermore, the sight of this
triumph was to continue three days, whereof the
first was scant sufficient to see the passing by of the
images, tables, and pictures, and statues of wonder-
ful beings, all won and gotten of their enemies, and
drawn in the show upon two hundred and fifty
charrets. The second day, there were carried upon
a number of carts, all the fairest and richest armour
of the Macedonians, as well of copper, as also of
iron and steel, all glistering bright, being newly
furbished, and artificially laid in order (and yet in
such sort, as if they had been cast in heaps one
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upon another, without taking any care other-of
wise for the ordering and laying of them) AEmiliua'
fair burganet8 upon targets: habergions, or brig- triumph
antines and corselets, upon greaves : round tar-
gets of the Cretans, and javelins of the Thracians,
and arrows amongst the armed pikes: all this
armour and carriage, being bound one to another
so trimly (neither being too loose, nor too
strait) that one hitting against another, as they
drew them upon the carts through the city, they
made such a sound and noise, as it was fearful to
hear it: so that the only sight of these spoils of
the captains being overcome, made the sight so
much more terrible to behold it. After these
carts loden with armour, there followed three
thousand men, which carried the ready money in
seven hundred and fifty vessels, which weighed
about three talents a-piece, and every one of them
were carried by four men: and there were other
that carried great bowls of silver, cups and goblets
fashioned like horns, and other pots to drink in,
goodly to behold, as well for their bigness, as for
their great and singular embossed works about them.
The third day early in the morning, the trumpets
began to sound and set forwards, sounding no
march nor sweet note, to beautify the triumph
withal: but they blew out the brave alarum they
sound at an assault, to give the soldiers courage for
to fight. After them followed six-score goodly
fat oxen, having all their horns gilt, and garlands
of flowers and nosegays about their heads, and
there went by them certain young men, with aprons
of needlework, girt about their middle, who led
them to the sacrifice, and young boys with them



124 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

Perseus' also, that carried goodly basons of gold and silver,
children to cast and sprinkle the blood of the sacrifices

about. And after these, followed those that car-
ried all coins of gold divided by basons and vessels,
and every one of them weighing three talents as
they did before, that carried the great holy cup,
which ASmilius had caused to be made of massy
gold, set full of precious stones, weighing the
weight of ten talents, to make an offring unto
the gods. And next unto them went other that
carried plate, made and wrought after antique
fashion, and notable cups of the ancient kings of
Macedon: as the cup called Antigonus, and
another Seleucus: and to be short, all the whole
cubberd of plate of gold and silver of King Per-
seus. And next them came the charret of his
armour, in the which was all King Perseus' har-
ness, and his royal band (they call a diadem)
upon his armour. And a little space between
them, followed next the king's children, whom
they ted prisoners, with the train of their school-
maisters and other officers, and their servants, weep-
ing and lamenting : who held up their hands unto
the people that looked upon them, and taught the
king's young children to do the like, to ask mercy
and grace at the people's hands. There were
three pretty little children, two sons and a daughter
amongst them, whose tender years and lack of
understanding, made them (poor souls) they could
not feel their present misery, which made the
people so much more to pity them, when they saw
the poor little infant,q, that they knew not the
change of their hard fortune: so that for the
compassion they had of them, they almost let
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the father pass without looking upon him. Many King
people's hearts did melt for very pity, that the Perseus
tears ran down their cheeks, so as this sight
brought both pleasure and sorrow together to the
lookers on, until they were past and gone a good
way out of sight. King Perseus the father, fol-
lowed after his children and their train, and he
was clothed in a black gown, wearing a pair of
slippers on his feet after his country manner. He
shewed by his countenance his troubled mind,
opprest with sorrow of his most miserable state
and fortune. He was followed with his kinsfolks,
his familiar fi'iends, his officers and household ser-
vants, their faces disfigured by blubbering, shewing
to the world by their lamenting tears, and sorrow-
ful eyes cast upon their unfortunate maister, how
much they sorrowed and bewailed his most hard and
cruel fortune, little accounting of their own misery.
The voice goeth, that Perseus sent unto iEmilius
to entreat him, that he should not be led through
the city in the show and sight of the triumph.
But ._milius mocking (as he deserved) his
cowardly faint heart, answered : As for that, it
was before, and is now in him, to do if he will.
Meaning to let him understand thereby, that he
might rather choose to die, than living to receive
such open shame. Howbeit his heart would not
serve him, he was so cowardly, and made so
effeminate, by a certain vain hope he knew not
what, that he was contented to make one among
his own spoils. After all this, there followed 4oo
princely crowns of gold, which the cities and towns
of Greece had purposely sent by their ambassadors
unto 2Emilius, to honour his victory: and next



126 PLUTARCH'S LIVES

_p_..milius'unto them, he came himself in his charret
_ty triumphing, which was passing sumptuously set

forth and adorned. It was a noble sight to be-
hold: and yet the person of himself only was
worth the looking on, without all that great pomp
and magnificence. For he was apparelled in a
purple gown branched with gold, and carried in
his right hand a laurel bough, as all his army did
besides: the which being divided by bands and
companies, followed the triumphing charret of their
captain, some of the soldiers singing songs of vic-
tory, which the Romans use to sing in like
triumphs, mingling them with merry pleasant toys,
rejoicing at their captain. Other of them also
did sing songs of triumph, in the honour and praise
of ._milius' noble conquest and victory. He was
openly praised, blessed, and honoured of every
body, and neither hated nor envied of honest men.
Saving the ordinary use of some god, whose pro-
perty is always to lessen or cut off some part of
man's exceeding prosperity and felicity, mingling
with man's life the sense and feeling of good and
evil together : because that no living person should
pass all his time of life, without some adversity or
misfortune, but that such (as Homer saith) should
only think themselves happy, to whom fortune
hath equally sorted the good with the evil. And
this I speak because YEmilius had four sons, two
of the which he gave in adoption unto the families
of Scipio and of Fabius, as we have said before:
and two other which he had by his second wife,
he brought up with him in his own house, and
were both yet very young. Of the which the one
died, being fourteen years of age, five days before
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his father's triumph : and the other died also three His forti-
days after the pomp of triumph, at twelve years of rude in
age. When this solrowful chance had befallen his great
him, every one in Rome did pity him in their adversity
hearts: but fortune's spite and cruehy did more
grieve and fear them, to see her little regard to-
wards him, to put into a house of triumph (full of
honour and glory, and of sacrifices and joy) such
a pitiful mourning, and mingling of sorrows and
lamentations of death, amongst such songs of
triumph and victory. Notwithstanding this, 2Emi-
lius taking things like a wise man, thought that he
was not only to use constancy and magnanimity,
against the sword and pike of the enemy: but a
like also against all adversity and enmity of spite-
ful fortune. So, he wisely weighed and considered
his present misfortune, with his former prosperity :
and finding his misfortune counterpoised with
felicity, and his private griefs cut off with common
joy, he gave no place to his sorrows and mis-
chances, neither blemished any way the dignity of
his triumph and victory. For when he had buried
the eldest of his two last sons, he left not to make
his triumphant entry, as you have heard before.
And his second son also being deceased after his
triumph, he caused the people to assemble, and in
face of the whole city he made an oration, not like
a discomforted man, but like one rather that did
comfort his sorrowful countrymen for his mis-
chance. He told them, "that concerning men's
matters, never any thing did fear him: but for
things above, he ever feared fortune, mistrusting
her change and inconstancy, and specially in the
last war, doubting for so great prosperity as could
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AEmilius' be wished, to be paid home with an after intoler-
oration able adversity, and sinister chance. For as I went

in his (said he) I passed over the gulf of the Adriatic
trouble Sea, fi'om Brindes unto Corfu in one day. And

Irom thence in five days after, I arrived in the
city of Delphes, where I did sacritlce unto Apollo.
And within five other days, I arrived in my camp,
where I found mine army in Macedon. And
after I had done the sacrifice, and due ceremonies
for purifying of the same, I presently began to
follow the purpose and cause of nay coming: so
as in fifteen days after, I made an honourable end
of all those wars. But yet, mistrusting fortune
always, seeing the prosperous course of nay affairs,
and considering that there were no other enemies,
nor dangers I needed to fear : I feared sorely she
would change at my return, when I should be upon
the sea, bringing home so goodly and victorious an
army, with so many spoils, and so many princes
and kings taken prisoners. And yet when I was
safely arrived in the haven, and seeing all the city
at my return full of joy, and of feasts and sacri-
fices: I still suspected fortune, knowing her manner
well enough, that she useth not to gratify men so
frankly, nor to grant them so great things clearly,
without some certain spark of envy waiting on them.
Neither did my mind being still occupied in fear of
some thing to happen to the common wealth, shake
off this fear behind me : but that [ saw, this home
mishap and misery lighted upon me, eniorcing me
with mine own hands in these holy days of my
triumph, to bury my two young sons one after another,
which I only brought up with me, for the succes-
sion of nay name and house. Wherefore, me
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thinks now I may say, I am out of all danger, at The
the least touching my chiefest and greatest mis- death of
fortune: and do begin to stablish my self with King
this assured hope, that this good fortune henceforth Perseus
shall remain with us evermore, without fear of other
unlucky or sinister chance. For she hath suffi-
ciently countervailed the favourable victory she
gave you, with the envious mishap wherewith she
hath plagued both me and mine : shewing the con-
queror and triumpher, as noble an example of man's
misery and weakness, as the party conquered, that
had been led in triumph. Saving that Perseus yet
conquered as he is, hath this comfort left him:
to see his children living, and that the conqueror
2Emilius hath lost his." And this was the sum of
_/Emilius' notable oration he made unto the people
of Rome, proceeding of a noble and honourably
disposed mind. And though it pitied him in his
heart to see the strange change of King Perseus'
fortune, and that he heartily desired to help him,
and to do him good : yet he could never obtain other
grace for him, but only to remove him fi'om the
common prison (which the Romans called Carcer)
into a more cleanly and sweeter house : where being
straitly guarded and looked unto, he killed him-
self by abstinence from meat, as the most part
of historiographers do write. Yet some writers
tell a marvellous strange tale, and manner of his
death. For they say the soldiers that guarded him,
kept him from sleep, watching him straitly when
sleep took him, and would not suffer him to shut
his eyelids (only upon malice they did bear him,
because they could not otherwise hurt him) keeping
him awake by force, not suffering him to take rest:

III I
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AEmilius until such time as nature being forced to give over,
favoured he gave up the ghost. Two of his sons died also :

the but the third called Alexander, became an excellentnoble men
turner and joiner, and was learned, and could speak
the Roman tongue very well, and did write it so
trimly, that afterwards he was chancellor to the
magistrates of Rome, and did wisely and discreetly
behave himself in his office. Furthermore, they do
add to this goodly conquest of the realm of Mace-
don, that JEmilius conquered another special good
thing, that made him marvellously well liked of the
common people : that is, that he brought so much
gold and silver unto the treasury store of Rome, as
the common people needed never after to make
contribution for anything, until the very time and
year that Hirtius and Pansa were Consuls, which
was about the beginning of the first wars of Augus-
tus and Antonius. And yet __milius had one
singular good gift in him : that though the people
did greatly love and honour him, yet he ever took
part with the Senate and nobility, and did never by
word nor deed anything in favour of the people, to
flatter or please them, but in matters concerning
government, he did ever lean to the nobility and good
men. And this did Appius afterwards east in his
son's teeth, Scipio Africanus. For both of them
being two of the chiefest men of their time, and con-
tending together for the office of Censor : Appius
had about him to favour his suit, all the Senate and
nobility, as of ancient time the family of the
Appians had ever held on their part. And Scipio
Africanus, though he was a great man of himself,
yet he was in all times favoured aud beloved of the
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common people. Whereupon when Appius saw AEmilius
him come into the market-place, followed with men chosen
of small quality and base condition, that had been Censor
slaves before, but otherwise could skitfully handle
such practices, bring the people together, and by
opportunity of cries and loud voices (if need were)
obtain what they would in the assemblies of the
city: he spake out aloud, and said. O Paulus
.._Emilius, now hast thou good cause to sigh and
mourn in thy grave where thou liest (ii the dead do
know what we do here on earth) to see ASmilius a
common sergeant, and Licinius a prattling fellow,
how they bring thy son unto the dignity of a
Censor. And as for Scipio, he was always beloved
of the common people, because he did favour them
in all things. But ASmilius also, although he took
ever the noblemen's part, he was not therefore less
beloved of the common people, than those that
always flattered them, doing all things as the people
would, to please them: which the common people
did witness, as well by other honours and offices
they offered him, as in the dignity of the Censor
which they gave him. For it was the holiest office
of all other at that time, and of greatest power and
authority, specially for inquiry and reformation of
every man's life and manners. For he that was
Censor, had authority to put any Senator of the
Council, and so degrade him, if he did not worthily
behave himself according to his place and calling':
and might name and declare any one of the Senate,
whom he thought to be most honest, and fittest for
the place again. Moreover, they might by their
authority, take from licentious young men, their
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3Emilius' horse which was kept at the charge of the common-
sickness weal. Furthermore, they be the sessors of the

people, and the muster-maisters, keeping books of
the number of persons at every mustering. So there
appeared numbered in the register-book 2Emilius
made then of them, three hundred seven and
thirty thousand, four hundred and two and fifty
men, and Marcus _/Emilius Lepidus named Presi-
dent of the Senate, who had that honour four times
before, and did put off the Council three Senators,
that were but mean men. And the llke mean and

moderation he and his companion, Marcius Philippus
kept, upon view and muster taken of the Roman
horsemen. And after he had ordered and disposed
the greatest matters of his charge and office, he tell
sick of a disease that at the beginning seemed very
dangerous, but in the end there was no other
danger, saving that it was a lingering disease, and
hard to cure. So, following the" counsel of physi-
cians, who willed him to go to a city in Italy called
Velia, he took sea and went thither, and continued
there a long time, dwelling in pleasant houses upon
the sea-side quietly and out of all noise. But during
this time of his absence, the Romans wished for him
many a time and often. And when they were
gathered together in the theatres, to see the plays
and sports, they cried out divers times for him:
whereby they shewed that they had a great desire
to see him again. Time being come about when
they used to make a solemn yearly sacrifice, and
./Emilius finding himself also in good perfect health :
he returned again to Rome, where he made the
sacrifice with the other priests, all the people of
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Rome gathering about him, rejoicing much to see His
him. The next day after, he made another parti- funerals
cular sacrifice, to give thanks unto the gods Ibr
recovery of his health. After the sacrifice was
ended, he went home to his house, and sate him
down to dinner: he suddenly fell into a raving
(without any perseverance of sickness spied in him
before, or any change oz"alteration in him) and his
wits went from him in such sort, that he died within
three days after, lacking no necessary thing that an
earthly man could have, to make him happy in this
world. For he was even honoured at his funerals,
and his vertue was adorned with many goodly
glorious ornaments, neither with gold, silver, nor
ivory, nor with other such sumptuousness or magni-
ficence of apparel, but with the love and good-will
of the people, all of them confessing his vertue and
well-doing: and this did not only his natural
countrymen perform in memory of him, but his
very enemies also. For all those that met in Rome
by chance at that time, that were either come out of
Spain, from Genoa, or out of Macedon, all those
that were young and strong, did willingly put them-
selves under the coffin where his body lay, to help
to carry him to the church: and the old men
followed his body to accompany the same, calling
_-_milius the benefactor, saviour, and father of their
country. For he did not only entreat them gently,
and graciously, whom he had subdued : but all his
lifetime he was ever ready to pleasure them, and to
set forwards their causes, even as they had been his
confederates, very friends, and near kinsmen. The
inventory of all his goods after" his death, did scant
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tEmilius' amount unto the sum of three hundred threescore
goods and ten thousand silver drachms, which his two sons

whatthey did inherit. But Scipio being the younger, leftcame to
all his right unto his elder brother Fabius,

because he was adopted into a very
rich house, which was the house

of the great Scipio Africanus.
Such they say was Pau-

lus ]Emilius' condi-
tions and life.

THE END OF PAULUS _EMILIUS' LIFF



THE LIFE OF

TIMOLEON

BEFORETimoleon was sent into Sicily, thus stood The state
the state of the Syracusans. After that Dion had of the
driven out the tyrant Dionysius, he himself after Syracu-sans

was slain immediately by treason, and those that
aided him to restore the Syracusans to their liberty,
fell out, and were at dissension among themselves.
By reason whereof, the city of Syracusa changing
continually new tyrants, was so troubled and tur-
moiled with all sorts of evils, that it was left in
manner desolate, and without inhabitants. The
rest of Sicily in like case was utterly destroyed,
and no cities in manner left standing, by reason of
the long wars : and those few that remained, were
most inhabited of foreign soldiers and strangers
(a company of loose men gathered together that
took pay of no prince nor city) all the dominions of
the same being easily usurped, and as easy to change
their lord. Insomuch Dionysius the tyrant, ten
years after Dion had driven him out of Sicily,
having gathered a certain number of soldiers to-
gether again, and through their help driven out
Nys0eus, that reigned at that time in Syracusa : he
recovered the realm again, and made himself king.
So, if he was strangely expulsed by a small power
out of the greatest kingdom that ever was in the
world: likewise he mote strangely recovered it

I35
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Hicetes again, being banished and very poor, making himself
tyrant of king over them, who before had driven him out.

the Leon- Thus were the inhabitants of the city compelledtines
to serve this tyrant: who besides that of his owv
nature he was never curteous nor civil, he was
now grown to be far more dogged and cruel, by
reason of the extreme misery and misfortune he
had endured. But the noblest citizens repaired unto
}-licetes, who at that time as lord ruled the city of the
Leontines, and they chose him for their general
in these wars : not for that he was anything better
than the open tyrants, but because they had no other
to repair unto, at that time, and they trusted him
best, for that he was born (as themselves) within
the city of Syracusa, and because also he had men
of war about him, to make head against this tyrant.
]3ut in the meantime, the Carthaginians came down
into Sicily with a great army, and invaded the
country. The Syracusans being affraid of them,
determined to send ambassadors into Greece unto
the Corinthians, to pray aid of them against the
barbarous people, baying better hope of them, than
of any other of tile Grecians. And that not alto-
gether because they were lioeally descended from
them, and that they had received in times past
many pleasures at their hands: but also for that
they knew that Corinth was a city, that in all ages
and times, did ever love liberty and hate tyrants,
and that had always made their greatest wars, not
for ambition of kingdoms, nor of covetous desire to
conque," and rule, but only to defend and maintain
the liberty of the Grecians. But Hicetes in another

contrary sort, he took upon him to be general, with
a mind to make himself King of Syracusa. For he
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had secretly practised with the Carthaginians, and By.what
openly notwithstanding, in words he commended voiceTimoleon
the counsel and determination of the Syracusans, came
and sent ambassadors from himself also with theirs, to be
unto Peloponnesus: not that he was desirous any general
aid should come from them to Syracusa, hut be-
cause he hoped if the Corinthians refused to send
them aid (as it was very likely they would, for the
wars and troubles that were in Greece) that he
might more easily turn all over to the Carthaginians
and use them as his friends, to aid him against the
Syracusans, or the tyrant Dionysius. And that
this was his full purpose and intent, it appeared
plainly soon after. Now when their ambassadors
arrived at Corinth, and had delivered their message,
the Corinthians, who had ever been careful to defend
such cities as had sought unto them, and specially
Syracusa: very willingly determined in counsel to
send them aid, and the rather for that they were
in good peace at that time, having wars with none
of the Grecians. So their only stay rested upon
choosing of a general to lead their army. Now
as the magistrates and governors of the city
were naming such citizens, as willingly offered
their service, desirous to advance themselves:
there stept up a mean commoner who named
Timoleon, Timodemus' son, a man that until that
time was never called on for service, neither looked
for any such preferment. And truly it is to be
thought it was the secret working of the gods, that
directed the thought of this mean commoner to
name Timoleon: whose election fortune favoured

very much, and joined to his valiantness and vertue,
marvellous good success in all his doings after-
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Titan- wards. This Timoleon was born of noble parents,
leon's both by father and mother : his father was called

parentage Timodemus, and his mother Demaret_. He wasand
manners naturally inclined to love his country and common-

weal : and was always gentle and courteous to all men,
saving that he mortally hated tyrants and wicked
men. Furthermore nature had framed his body
apt for wars and for pains: he was wise in his
greenest youth, in all things he took in hand, and
in his age he shewed himself very valiant. He
had an elder brother called Tlmophanes, who was
nothing like to him in condition : for he was a rash
harebrained man, and had a greedy desire to reign,
being put into his head by a company of mean
men, that bare him in hand they were his friends,
and by certain soldiers gathered together which he
had always about him. And because he was very
hot and forward in wars, his citizens took him for
a noble captain, and a man of good service, and
therefore oftentimes they gave him charge of men.
And therein Timoleon did help him much to hide
the faults he committed, or at the least, made them
seem less, and lighter than they were, still increasing
that small good gift that nature brought forth in
him. As in a battell the Corinthians had against
the Argives and the Cleoneians, Timoleon served
as a private soldier amongst the footmen: and
Tlmophanes his brother, having charge of horse-
men, was in great danger to be cast away, if present
help had not been. For his horse being hurt,
threw him on the ground in the midst of his
enemies. Whereupon part of those that were about
him, were afraid and dispersed themselves here and
there: and those that remained with him, being



TIMOLEON I39

few in number, and having many enemies to fight Timo-
withal, did hardly withstand their force and charge, phanes'
But his brother Timoleon seeing him in such instant usurpa-tion of the
danger afar of[', ran with all speed possible to help kingdom
him, and clapping his target before his brother
Timophanes, that lay on the ground, receiving
many wounds on his body with sword and arrows,
with great difficulty he repulsed the enemies, and
saved his own and his brother's life. Now the

Corinthians fearing the like matter to come that
before had happened unto them, which was to
lose their city through default of their friends'
help: they resolved in counsel, to entertain in
pay continually four hundred soldiers that were
strangers, whom they assigned over to Timophanes'
charge. Who, abandoning all honesty and regard
of the trust reposed in him, did presently practise
all the ways he could to make himself lord of the
city : and having put divers of the chiefest citizens
to death without order of law, in the end he openly
proclaimed himself king. Timoleon being very
sorry for this, and taking his brother's wickedness
would be the very highway to his fall and destruc-
tion: sought first to win him with all the good
words and persuasion he could, to move him to
leave his ambitious desire to reign, and to salve
(as near as might be) his hard deahng with the
citizens. Timophanes set light by his brother's
persuasions, and would give no ear unto them.
Thereupon Timoleon then went unto one ./Eschylus
his friend, and brother unto Timophanes' wife, and
to one Satyrus a soothsayer (as Theopompus the
historiographer calleth him, and Ephorus calleth
him Orthagoras) with whom he came again another




