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PREFACE,

Pj. [_um'om-vs TRA_a.sus was the son of a tloman lvn]ght who

commanded a legion, on the side of 0tho, at the battle which

decided the fate of the empire in favour of Vitellius. From in-

cidental notices in the following H.ietory, we learn that he was

born towards the close of the reign of Vespasian, who died in the

year 79 of the Christian era. He lived till the time of Hadrian,

under whose administration he filled the office of secretary ; un-

til, with several others, he was dismissed for presuming on fa-

miliarities with the empress Sabina, of which we have no further

account than that they were unbecoming his position in the hn-

perial court. How long he survived this disgrace, which appears

to have befallen him in the year 121, weare not informed ; but

we find that the leisure afforded him by his retirement, was

employed in the composition of numerous works, of which th_

only portions now extant axe collected in the present volume.

Several of the younger t'liny's letters are addressed t_J

Suetonius, with whom he lived in the closest friendship.

They afford some brief, but generally pleasant, glimpses of his
habits and career ; and in a letter, in which PIiny makes ap-

plioatian on behalf of his friend to the emperor Trajan, for

a mark of faro*at, he speaks of him as "a most excellent,

honourable, and learned man, whom he had the pleasure
of entertainlu_ ,ruder his own roof, and w_ wh,_ tLe



uet_ he was brought into communion, the more he lo_e]

The plan adopted by 8uetonius in his Lives of the Twelve

C_sars, led him to be more diffuse on their personal conduct

and habits than on public events. He writes Memoirs rather

than History. He neither dwells on the civil wars which

sealed the fall of the Republic, nor on the military cxi,editions

which extended the frontiers of the empire; nor does he at_

tempt to develope the causes of the great political changes

which marked the period of which he treats.

When we stop to gaze in a museum or gallery on the an-

tique busts of the C_sars, we perhaps endeavour to trace in

their sculpt_lred physiognomy the characteristics of tho_

princes, who, for good or evil, were in their times masters of

the destinies of a large portion of the human race. The

pages of Suetonius w_ amply gratify this natural curiosity.

In them we find a series of individual portraits sketched

to the life, with perfect truth and rigorous impartiality.

La Harpc remarks of Suetonius, "He is scrupulously exact,

and strictly methodical. He omits nothing which concerns

the person whose life he is writing; he relates everything,

but paints nothing. His work i_, in some sense, a collection

of anecdotes, but it is very curious te read and consult."'
Combining as it does amusement and inforalation, Suetomus°s

"Lives of the Cmsars" was held in such estimation, that, so soon

after the invention of printing as the year 1500, no fewer than

eighteen editions had been published, and nearly one hundre:,

have since been added to the number. Critics of the highest

rank have devoted themselves to the task of correcting and

Pha. Epist. i. 18, 24, iii. 8, v. 11, ix. 34, x. 95.
Lye_ part I. liv, IlL c. i.
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._mmentlng on the text, and the work has been tran_latod into

most European languages. Of the English translations, tim.

ff Dr. Alexander Thomson, published in 1796, has been

made the basis nf the present. He informs us in his Preface,

that a version of Suetonius was with him only a secondary

object, his principal design being to form a just estimate of
Roman literature, and to elucidate the state of govera-

ment, and the manners of the times; for which the work

of Suetonius seemed a fitting vehicle. Dr. Thomson's re-

marks appended to each successivereign,are reprinted

_early verbatim in the present editiom His tranRla_ion, how-

_ver, was very diffuse, and retained most of the inaccuracies

of that of Clarke, on which it was founded ; conaiderable care

thereforehas been bestowedin correctingit,with the view

of producing, as far as possible, a literal and faithful version.
To render the works of Suetonlus, a_ far as they are extant,

_omplete, his Lives of emkent Grammarians, Rhetoricians,
knd Poets, of which a trar21ation has not before appeared in

English, are added. Tke_e Livoo abound with anoedote and

mrious inibrmation connected with learaing and literary men

auri_ the period of which the autho_ trea_

T.I_o
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THE

TWELVE CiE SA R S.

CAIUS JULIUS C_ESAR.

$_'Ln:S C._s_, tile Divine, _ lost his father 2 when he was _n

the sixteenth year of his ag_: ;" and the year following, beii_g
nominated to the office of high-priest of Jupiter,' tie r(t,u-
diated Cossutia, who was very weoZthy, "although her fan:11y

belonged only to the equestrian order, and to whom he had
been contracted when he was a mere boy. He then mar-

1 J_us C_esar Divus. Romulus, the founder of Rome, had the
honour of an apotheo_s conferred on him by the senate, under [t_e ¢itle
of Quirinus, to ot_wate toe people's suspicmn of his having been taken
off by a eonspn'acy of the pairicmn order. Pohucal circumstances again
concurred with popular superstition to rewve th_s posthumous adulauou
in favour of Julius C_sar, the foundt.r of the empire, who also fell by
the hands of conspirators. It is remarkable in the history of a nauon _o
lealous of public hberty, that, in both instances, the_- besto_ed the
highest mark of human homage upon men _ho owed their fate to the
intruductmn of arbitrary power.

Phny informs us that Caius Julius, the father of Julius Cmsar, a man
of prmtonan rank, died suddenly at P,sa.

s A v.c. (in the year from the foundation of Rome) 670, ^.c. (hoforo
Christ) about 92.

4 F/amen D_/b,. This was an office of great digui W, but su},)ecteu the
holder to many restrictions. He _as not alh,_d _o ride on tmr_eaack,
nor to absent himself from the mty for a single night, lhs _tlc _as
also under particular restraints, and could not be divorced. If she d_ed,
the flamen resigned his office, because ther_ were certain snore, nte_
which he could not perform without her assistance. Besides other mark._
of distraction, he wore a purple robe called /m_a,and a corneal m,U'O
called _s.

9

tlz
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nc,.l Cornelia, the datGl_u,r _Jt Cinna, who was four times
eonsul; and had by her, shortly afterwards, a daughter named
Sulia. Resisting all the efforts of the dictator Svlla to induce
him to divorce Cornelia, he suffered the penalty of being
stripped of his sacerdotal office, his wifes dowry, "rod his own
p:_trmlonia/ estates; and, being identified with the adverse
_hcti,m, _was compelled to withdraw from Rome. After chang-
ing his place of concealment nearly every night, _ although he
was su.fi_ring from a quartan ague, and having effceted his
release by bribing the o_cers who had tracked his fbotsteps,
he at length obtained a pardon through the interc_.ssion of
the vestal virgins, trod of Mamercus 2Emilius and Aurelius
C-tta, his near relatives. We _ure assured that when Sylla,
h_ving withstood for a while the entreaties of his own best
triends, persons of distinguished rank, at last yielded to their
importunity, he exclaimed--either by a divine impulse, or
from a shrewd conjecture : "Your suit is granted, and you
m,y take him among you ; but know," he added, " that this
man, for whose sah.ty you are so extremely anxious, will,
some day or other, be file ruin of the party of the nobles, in
defence of which you are leagued with me ; for in this one
Caesar, you wiE[ fii_4 many a Marius."

II. ]=[is first campaign was served in Asia, on the staff of
the prmtor, M. Thermus; and being dispatched into lliti_ynia, s
to bring then_ a fleet, he loitered so long at the court of
Nieomedes, as to give occasion to reports of a criminal inter-
course between h_rn and that prince; which received addi-
tional credit from his hasty return to Bithynia, under the pre-
text of recovering a debt due to a freed-man, his client. The
rest of his service was more favourable to his reputatmn ; and

1 Two powerful parties were contending at Rome for the supremacy ;
Sylla being at the head of the faction of the nobles, while Marms
espoused the cause of the people. Sylla suspected .luhus Cseaar of
belonging to the Mariau party, because Matins had ntarrmd his aunt
.Juha_

2 tie wandered about for some time in the Samue territory.
Blth)ma, in Asia Mmur, was bounded on the south by Phrygla

on the west by the B,_sphorusand Proponns ; aud on the north by Iht
_!xlnl' _ea. Its bollndarles towards the east are not clealiy ascerta_aed_
Itl,_ab%21my, and Ptolemy differing from each ol,her on the _abjeek
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when 3[itylene _ was taken by storm, he was presented by
Thermus with the civic crown?

IH. lie served also in Cilicia, sunder Serv_lius Isauricus,
but only for a short time ; as upon receiving intelligence oJ
Sylla's death, he returned with all speed to l¢ome, in expect-
ation of what might ibliow from a fresh agitation set on foot
by Marcus Lepidus. Distrusting, however, the abilities of this
leader, and finding the times less favourable for the execution
of' this project than he had at first imagined, lie abandoned
all thoughts of joining Lepidus, Mthough he received the
most tempting offers.

IV. Soon after this civil discord was composed, he wefern_i
a charge of extorti,,n against Cornehu_ ])olabeila, a man e!
eonsular dignity, who had obt:fined the, honour of a triumph.
On the acquittal of the _meus_t, he n.s_,lved to retire t,,
l_hodes, _ wi_h the view not oL,ly of avoiding the pubhe odiu:,.,

I Mit)le,te _as a cit T in the island of Leshos, famous for the stud._ oi
philosophy and eloquence. According to Phny, it remained a free el:y
and in power one thousand five hundred years. It suffered much m tile
I'eloponuesmn war from the Athenians, and m the M_thrldatlc froal tile
Romans, by whonl it _'a$ taken and destroyed. But it soon ro>e again,
having recovered its ancient liberty by the favour of Pompey ; and was
afterwards much cmhelhshed by Trajan, _ho added to it the splendour of
Ills own name. This was the emmtry of Plttacus, one of the seven _l_e
men of Greece, as well as of Alcaeus and Sappho. The nauves sho_ed a
particular taste for poetry, and had, as PLutarch informs u_, stated tm_e._
for the celebration of poetical contests.

Tile civic crown was made of oak-leaves, and given to him _ho
had saved the life of a citizen. The person thus decorated, wore :t at
pubhe spectacles, and sat next the senators. When he entered, the au-
dience rose up, as a mark of respect.

a A very extensive country of thther Asia ; lying between Pamphyha
to the west. Mount Taurus and Amanus to the north. S?na to ti_e east,
and the Mediterranean to the south. It was anciently fanmus for _affcon;
and hair-cloth, called by the Romans edit*urn, was the manufacture of
this country.

t A city and an island, near the coast of Carla. famous for the hug,,
statue of the Sun, called the Colossus. The Rhodtans were celebrated
not only for skill in naval affairs, but for learmng, philosophy, and elo-
quence. During the latter periods of the Roman repubhc, and under
aome of the emperors, numbers resorted there to prosecute lhelr studio, ;
and it also became a place of retreat to discontented Romans.



_q,ich he had ineurr_,d, Mt of prosecuting his studie._ wiIh
leisure and tranquillity, under Apollonius, the son of _Molon,
at that time the most celebrated master of rhetoric. "While
on his voyage thither, in the winter season, he was taken by
pirates near the island of Pharmaeusa, _ and detained by them,
burning with indignation, for nearly forty days; his only at-
tendants being a physician and two ehamberlain,_. For he
had instantly dispatched his other servants and the friends
who accompanied him, to raise money for his ransom2 Fifty
talents having been paid down, he was landed on the coast,
when, having collected some ships, _ he lost no time in putting

sea in pursuit of the pirates, and having captured them,
inflicted upon them the puuishment with which he had often
threatened them in jest. At that time KIithridates was ra-
vaging the neighbouring distriets, and on C_esar's arrival at
Rhodes, that he might not appear to lie idle while danger
threatened the allies of ]Rome, he passed over into Asia, and
having collected some auxiliary forces, and driven the king's
governor out of the province, retained in their allegiance the
cities which were wavering, and ready to revolt.

V. ]=laving been elected military, tribune, the first honour
he received i_om the suffrages of the people after his return
to ]Rome, he zea]ouslv assisted those who took measures for
restoring the tribunitian authoriW, which had been greatly
diminished during the usurpation of Sylla. _[e likewise, by
an act, which Plotins at his suggestion propounded to the
people, obtained the reeal of Lucius Cinna, his wife's brother,
and others with him, who having been the adherents of IA,-
pidus in the civil disturbances, had after that eon._ul's death
fled to Sertorius ;4 which law he supported by a speech.

_rI. During his quaestorship he pronounced fimeral orations
from the rostra, according to custom, in praise of his aunt

pharmacu_a, an island lying off the coast of A_ia_ near Miletus. It
i_ now called Parmosa.

The ransom, too large for C_esar's private means, wa_ raised by the
voluntary contribution_ of the cities in the Asmtic province, _-hn were
equally liberal from their pubhc funds in the case of other Romans who
fell into the hands of pirates at that period.

Yrom Miletus, as we are informed by Plutarch.

6 _Tao commanded in Spain.
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Julia, and _.is wife Cornelia. In the panegyric on his aunt,
he gives the tldlowing account of her own and his father's
geneah,gy, on both sides : " .My aunt Julia derived her descent,
by the mother, from a race of' kings, and by her father, fl'om
the ImmortM Gods. For the Marcii Rcges, l her mother's
family, d_.duce their pcdigTee from Ancus Martins, and the
Julii, her father's, from Venus: of which stock we are a
branch. We theretbre unite in our deseen_ the sacred majesty
of kings, the ehiefest among mr.n, and the divine majes_.v of
Gods, to wh,_m kings themsclw s are subject." To supply the
place of Cornelia, he married Pompeia, the daughter of (_uintu_
Pompt.ius, and grand-daughter of Lucius Sylia : but hi, atter-
wards divorced her, up,m suspicion of her having been de-
bauched by Putdius ('lodius. For so current was the report,
that Clodius had found access to her di,guiscd as a worn:m,
during the ct,lebration of a religious soicmmty, _ that th<.
senate instituted an enquiry vest,coting the prufanation of the
atexed rites.

VII. Farther-Spain _ fi.ll to his lot as qusestor ; when there
as he was going the circuit of the province,, by commlssian fr,.,m
the prmt_r, for the administration of justit,t_, and had reach_ ,[
G_des, seeing a statue of Alexander the, t;r,.at in the tcml,h . _,t
tIercules, he sighed dt,cply, as if weary of his sluggish ]ili,, for
having twrfi_rmed no memorable actions at an age* at which Alex-
ander h'ut already conquered the w_rld, lie, theref,,r(,, imnw,h-
ately sued tbr Ms discharge, with the view _)ft.mbracing _he first
opportunity, which might present itself in The City, of enter-
ing upon a more exMtcd career. In the stillness of the lfight
tbltowing, he dreamt that he lay with his own moth(.r; but
his confusion was relieved, and his hopes w_.re r.,dsed to tbo
highest pitch, by the interpreters of his dream, who expounded
it as an omen that he should possess universal empire; %r

i Rex, it will be easily understood, was not a title of d_gmtym a
Roman family, but the surname of the Marcii.

2 The rites of the Bona Dea, eaited M._oFauna, whtch were perfl_rmed
in the mght, and by women only.

3 ltispania B_nea ; the lhther pro_unee t,cmg ,alled th.-pama "larra-
eonensis.
4 Alexander the Greatwas only thir_)'-tlirec )'ears at the tm_e of his

ItetUh.
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thai the mother who in his sh.ep he had found submissive
his embraces, was no other than the earth, the common parent
of all mankind.

VIII. Quitting therefore the province before the expiration
of the usual term, he betook himself to tile Latin colonies,
which were then eagerly agitating the design of obtaining the
freedom _,f t_ome; and he would have stirred them up to
s_,me bold attempt, had not the consuls, to prevent any com-
motion, detained for some time the legions which had b_en
raised for service in Cilicia. But this did. not deter him from

making, s,,_m atterwards, a still greater effort within tile pre-
cincts of the city itself.

1X. For, only a few days before he entered upon the critic-
ship, he incurred a suspicion of having engaged in a conspi-
racy with Marcus Crassus, a man of constflar rank; to whom
were joined Publius Sylta and Luciu, Autronius, who, af_e_
they had been chosen consuls, were convicted of bribery.
The plan of the conspirators was to fall upon the senate at the
opening of the new year, and murder as many of them as shouhl
be thought necessa_" ; upon which, Crassus was to assume the
office of dictator, and appoint C_eaar his master of the horse)
When the eommonweahh had been thus oral,red according to
their pleasure, the consulship was to have been restored to
Svtla and Autonius. Mention is made of this plot by Tanusius
Geminus: in his history, by Marcus llibnlus in his edicts, _and
by Curio, the father, in his orations. _ Ciet,ro hkewk-e seems
to hint at this in a letter to Axius, where h_ says, that Cmsar

' The proper office of the master of the horse was to command the
knights, and execute the orders of the dictator. Ile was nsuall_" nomi-
nated from amongst persons of consular and prmtorlan d,_mty : and hail
the use of a horse, winch the &ctator had not, without tim order of the
people.

-' Seneca compares the annals of Tanusius to the life of a fool, _hieh.
though it ma) be hmg, is worthless; ,Millethat of a wise man, hke a
good hook, is valuable, however short.--Epist. 94.

z Btlmlnswas Cmsar's colleague, both as edfie and eonsnt. Cicero
calls his edicts " Arehdoehmn," that is, as fall of spite as the verses of
Arehdochus.--Ad. Attic. h. 7. ep. 2a.

' a v.c. t;89 CLcero i_olds bush the Curio's, father and son_ _'er1'
chcap._3r_t c. 60.
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had in his eonqu]ship secured to him_lf that arbitrary power _
to whkh he had aspired when he was edile. Tanusius adds,
*.hat Crassu% from remorse or fear, did not appear upon tha
day app.inted tbr the massacre of the senate ; for which reason
C_esar omim,d to give the signai, wtfieh, according to the plan
concerted between them, he was to have made. The agree-
ment, Curio says, was that he should shake off the toga from
Iris shoulder. We have the authority of the same Curio, and
of M. Actorius Naso, for his having been likewise concerned
in another conspiracy with young Cneius Piso ; to whom, upon
a suspicion of some mischief being meditated in the city, the
province of Spain was decreed out of the regular course. °" ]t
is said to have been agreed between them, that Piso should
head a r_volt in the provinces, whilst the other should at-
tempt to stir up an insurrection at ]_om., using as their in-
struments the Lambrani, and the tribes beyo_d tim I'o. ]'ut
the execution of this design was frustrated ia both quarters by
the death of t'iso.

X. In his ediieship, he not only embellished the Comitium,
and the rest of the Forum, with the adjoining halls, *but adorned
the Capitol also, with temporary piazzas, constructed for the
purpose of di,-playing some part of the superabundant coliec-

i Regnum. the kingly power, which the Roman people considered an
insupportable tyranny.

2 An houourahle hamshment.
The assembhes of the people _'ere at first held in the open Forum,

Afterwards, a coveredbmldang,called the Commam, wa, erected f-r that
purpose. '][oere are no reinains of it, but Lutu,-deu thinks that it pro.
bably stood ou the south side of tile Forum, on the she of the p c.-ent,
church of The Consolation.--_lrLliq of Rome, p. 357.

* Basiheas, from _3aatX_t',¢;a king. They were, indeed, the palaces
of the sovereignpeople ; stately and spacious buildings, with halls, which
served tile purpose of exchanges, council chanlbers, and e.urt_ of ju_tlec.
8ome of tile Baslhca_were afterwards converted into Ctm_,tian churd_es.

" Tim form _as oblong; the middle was an open space to walk in. ealied
Te*t*ato, amt whwh we n,tw call the nave, On each side of this were
rows of pillars, _-inch f,,rmcd what we should call the side.aisles, and
wtneh the ancmuts called t'ort*e_s The end of the Testudo was cur_'ed,

like the apse of some of our churches, and was called Tr_bm_al, from
eausea being heard there. Hence the term 7)ibune l._ apphed to ',ha*_
part of the Roman ehurehen which is behind tile higi_ aha_."--Bu_Ion's
_t_stu2,ofRome, p. 204.
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ttons h_ had made for the amusement of the people) He enter°
taine_t them with the hunting of wild beasts, and with games, both
alone and in conjunction with his colleague. On this account,
he obtained the whole credit of the expense to which they had
j,Antly contributed; insomuch that his colleague, Marcus
]3ibulus, could not tbrbear remarking, that he was served in
the manner of Pollux. :For as the temple _erected in the :Forum
to the two brothers, went by the name of Castor alone, so his
and Cmsar's joint munificence was imputed to the latter only.
To the other public spectacles exhibited to the people, C_e_ar
added a fight of gladiators, but with i_wer pairs of combat-
ants than he had intended. ]?or he had collected fr_,m all
parts so great a company of them, that his enemies became
alarmed; and a decree was made, restricting the nurabcr of
gladiators which any one was allowed to retain at i_ome.

XI. Having thus conciliated popular favour, tie ended-
warn,d, through his interest with some of the tribunes, to get
Eg'3pt assagned to him as a province, by an act of the people.
'lhe pretext alleged ibr the creation of this extraordinary go-
vermin.at, was, that the Alexandrians had violently expelled
their king/whom the senate had complimented with the title
_Jfan ally and fl'iend of the Roman people. This was gene.
radar resented ; but, notwithstanding, there was so much op-
p.,sidon trom the lkcti,m of the nobles, that he could not carry
his point. In order, therefbrc, to din_inish their influence by
every means in his power, he restor_.d the trophies erected it,
tl,nmur of Caius Marius, on account of his victories over Ju-
gurtha, the Cimbri, and the Teutoni, which had been demo-
lished by Sylla ; and when sitting in judgment upon murder-
ers, he treated those as assassins, who, in the late proscription,
had received money fi'om the treasury, for bringing in the
heads of Roman citizens, although they were expressly ex-
cepted in the Cornelian laws.

XII. ]:[e likewise suborned some one to prefer an impeach-
1 Such as statues and pictures, the works of Greek artists.
s It appears to have stood at the foot of the Capitohne hall. Piranesa

thinks that the two beautffut columns of ,a,h_te marble, which are com-

monly described as belongm_ to the portmo of the temple of Jala_tct
Btator are the remains of the temple ol (:astor and Pollux.

• Ptolemy z.uietes, the sonof Cleopatra.
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merit for treason against Caius Rabirius, by whose especial
assistance the senate had, a few years before, put (tox_n ].uciu._
Saturninus, the seditious tribune; and being drawn by lot a
iudge on the trial, he condemned him wilh so much _um_,sity,
that upon his appealing to tile people, no circumstance availed
him so much as the extraordinary bitterness of his judge.

XIII. Having renoune_.d all hope of obtaining E_pt for
his province, he stood candidate for the office of chief pontiff,
to secure which, he had recourse to the most protuse briber]'.
Calculating, on this occasion, the enormous ammmt of the
debts he had contracted, he is reported to have said to his
mother, when she -kissed him at his going out in the morning
to the assembly of the people, "I will never return hom_. un-
less I am elected pontiff,." In eflbet, he left so tar behind him
two most powerhfl competitors, who were much his suwriors
both in age and rank, that he had more votes m their own
tribes, than they both had in all the tribes tog_.ther.

XIV. After he was chosen praetor, the conspira_ y of C_tiline
was discovered ; and while every other member of the senate
voted for inflicting capit'd punishment on the accomplices in
that crime2 he alone prt,posed that the ddmquents should be
distributed for safe custody among the towns of Italy, their
property being confiscated. He even struck such terror into
those who were advocates Ibr greater severity, by r_,presenting
to them what universal odium would be atkmbed to their
memories by the ttoman people, that Decius Silanus, consul-
elect, did not hesitate h* qualii_" his propo¢al, it not being
very honourable to ch'_mge it, by a temt.nt interpretation ; as if
it had been understood in a harsher sense than he intended,
and Caesar wmfld certainly have carried his point, having
brought over to his side a great number _t lhe senators, among
whom was Cicero. the et,nsui's brother, had not a speech by
:Marcus Cote infused new vigour into the rt,sulutlons _.,t'the
senate, lie pt*rs_sted, however, in ohstrm'tmg the lm,asure_
until a hodv of the t{_oman knights, who stood under arms as a
guard, threatened him with in._tant death, if he c_ntmued ins
determined opposition Tl_cy even thrust at him widi their
drawn _words, so that those who sat next him moved _way ;

i Learning-,Ced_egu_,and oth_
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and a few friends, with no small difficulty, proteeted him, by
throwLug their arms round him, and covering him _ ith their
togas. At last, deterred by this violence, he not only gave
way, but absented himself from the senate-house during the
remainder of that year.

XV. Upon the first day of his prmtorship, he summoned
Quintus Catulus to render an account to the people respecting
the repairs of the Capitol :_ proposing a decree for transferring
the office of curator to another person.-" But being unable to
withstand the strong opposition made by the aristocratical
party, whom he perceived quitthlg, in great numbers, their
attendance upon the new consuls, 3 and fully resolved to resist
his proposM, he dropped the design.

XVt,. J:[e afterwar,ls approved himself a most resolute sup-
por_cr of Cweihus Mctullub, tribune of the people, who, in
slate of all opt_o_-iti,m fl'om his colleagues, had pr-posed some
laws of a violen_ tendency, 4 until they were bert1 dismissed
irom office hy a vote of the senate, tie ventured, notwith-
standing, to retain his post and continue in the administration
of justice : but finding that preparations were made to obstruct
him by ibrce of re:ms, he dismissed the lietors, threw off his
gown, and betook himself privately to his own house, with
the resolution of being quiet, in a time so mffavourable to his
interests. He likewise pacified the mob, which two days
afterwards reeked about him, and in a riotous manner made a
volunta_- tender of their assistance in the vindication of his

i The temple of Julmer Capltohnus was commenced and completed by
the Tarqums, kings of Rome, but not dedicated tdl the year after their ex-
pulsion, when that honour devolved on M, Horatms Fulvillus, the first of
the consuls, ttawng been burnt down during the ciwl wars, A.tJ.e.
670, Sylla restored it on the same foundations, but did not hve to con-
secrate it.

Meaning Pompey ; not so much for the sake of the office, as having
his name inserted in the inseriptmn recording the repairs of the Capitol,
instead of Catulus The lat_er, hm_-cver, secured the hommr, and his name
t_, s*,ll -con inscribed in an apartment at the Capitol, as its restorer.

It being the calends of January, the first d,ty of the year, on which
the mag_strate_ solemnly entered on their offices, surrounded by thetr
friends.

Among others, one for recalling Pompey from Asia, under the pro-
text that the commonwealth was in tanger. Cato was one of the eQl-

leaffue_who saw through the design and opposed the decree.
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honour. This happening contrary to expectation, the senate,
who met in haste, on account of the tumult, gave him their
thanks by some of the leading members of the house, and
sending for him, after high commendation of his conduct,
cancelled their former vote, and restored him to his office.

XVII. But he soon got into fresh trouble, being named
amongst the accomplices of Catiline, both before _ovius _'iger
tile qumstor, by Lucius Vettius the informer, and in the, senate
by Quintus Curius; to whom a reward had been voted, for
having first discovered the designs of the conspirators. Curius
affirmed that he had received his informanou from Catihne.
¥ettius even engaged to produce in evidence against him his
own hand-writing, given to Catiline. Caesar, feeling that this
treatment was not to be borne, appealed to Cicero him,_li;
whether he had not voluntarily made a discovery to him of
some particulars of the conspiracy ; and so baulked Curius of
his expected reward, lie, therefore, obliged Vettius to give
pledges ibr his behaviour, seized his goods, and after heavily
fining him, mid seeing him ahnost torn in pieces boil)re the
rostra, threw him into prison; to which he lik_w_-e sent
Novius the qumstor, for having presumed to take an intbrma-
tion against a magistrate of superior authority.

XVIII. At the expiration of his prmtorship he obt-dm.d by lot
the Farther-Spain/ and pacified his creditors, who were tor de-
taining him, by finding suretieslbr his debts3 Contrary, how-
ever, to both law and custom, he took his departure before the
usual equipage and outfit were prepared. It is uncertain whe-
ther this precipitancy arose from the apprehension of an im-
peachment, with which he was threatened on the expiration of
his former office, or from his anxiety to lose no time in relieving
the allies, who implored him to come to their aid. He had no

I See before, p. 5. This was in n.y.c. 693.
2 Plutarch informs us, that (J_esar,before he came into office,owed his

creditors 1300 talents, somewhat more than £565,000 of our money.
But his debts increased so much after this period, if we lnay beheve
Appian, that upon hm departure for Spain, at the explranon of ins prm-
torship, he is reported to have said. Bis millieset _inzjeattes een/ena millm
stbi adesse oportere, ut mhil haberet: i e. That tie was 2,6(*b.000and
nearly 2(LO00sestercesworse than penniless. Crassus becamehi__c,'_o.nty
for 830 talents, about £871,500.
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s_ner _stablished tranquillity in the province, than, without
_aiting for the arrival of his successor, hc returned to Rome.
with equal haste, to sue fbr a triumph, _and the consulship.
The d:_y of election, however, being already fixed by proc'la-
matin1:, he could not legally be admitted a candidate, unle.,_
he entered the city as a private person? On this emergency
he sohcited a suspension of the laws in his favour; but such
an indulgence being strongly opposed, he found himself under
the necessity of abandoning all thoughts of a triumph, lest he
should be d'lsal_pointed of the consulship..

XIX. Of tile two other competitors for the consulship,
Lucius Luceius and Marcus Bibulu_, he j.ined with the
former, upon condiuon that Luceius, being a man of less in-
terest but granter affluence, should promise money to the
electors, in their joint names. Upon wtm.h the party of
the nobles, dreading how tar he might carry matters in
that high office, with a colleague disposed to concur in
and second his measure% advised Bibulus to pr.mise the
voters as much as the other; and most of them contributed
towards the expense, Care himself admitting that bribery,
under such circumstances, was for the public good. s He
was accordingly elected consul jointly with I_ibulus. Ac-
tuated still by the same motives, the prevailing party took
care to assign provinces of small importance to the new con-
suls, such as the care of the woods and roads. Caesar, in-
censed at this indignity, endeavoured by the most assiduous
and flattering attentions to gain to his side Cneius Pompey,
at that time dissatisfied with the senate fbr the backwardness
they shewed to confirm his acts, after his victories over Mith-
ridates. He likewise brought about a reconciliation between
Pompey and Marcus Crassus, who had been at variance from

l%rhis victoriesin Galliciaand Lusitania,havii_ led his army to the
thnres of the ocean, which had not before been reduced to _ubm_ssmn.

Caesarwas placed m this dilemma, that ff be aspired to a trmmph,
he must remain outside the walls until it took place, whaleas a candidate
for the consulship, he must be resident in the cny.

s Even the severe censor was biassedby pohucal expediency to saneUoa
a system, under which what httle remained of pubhe _'_rtue,anti the love
of hberty at Rome, were fast decaying. The strict laws against lmherv at
electronsweredisregarded,and it was practisedopenly, and acceptedwith'out
• blush. Salmst says that everything was venal, and that Rome itself
might be _ought, if an:_one was rich e,mugh to purchase It. Jaga,-t_,.
'¢di.gO,_,
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the time of thdr j.,int consulship, in whi,:h ,_fllee the_ w,.re
c_ntil:ually clashing ; and he entered into an agreement '._ith
both, that nothing should be transacted in the government,
which w_s displeasing to any of the three.

XX. Having entered upon his office, _ he introduced a new

regulation, that the daily acts both of the _enate and peopto
should be committed to _'riting, and publis}wd.-" lie also re-
vived an old custom, that an officer a should pr,.ee&, him, m_d
his lietors tbllow him, on the alternate months _vhcn the Ihscea

were not carried before him. Upon prelbrring a bill to the
people for the division of some public lands, he was opposed
by his colleague, whom he violently drov,, out of the thrum.
lqext day the insulwd consul made a complaint in the senate
of this treatment: but such was the eon_tern_tion, that no

one having the courage to bring the matter forward or move a
censure, which had been often done under outrages of less

importance, he was so much dispirited, that until the expira-
tion of his office he never stirred from home, and did nothing
butissueedietstoobstruet his eolleague'sproeeedings. Fromthat
time, therefore, Cmsar had the sole management of publie aflkirs ;
insomuch that some wags, when they signed any instrument

a._ witnesses, did not add " in the consulship of Cmsar and
Bibulus," but, "of Julius and Ceesar :" putting the same per-

son down twice, under his name and surname. The following
verses likewise were currently repeated on this occasion :

Non Bibulo quidquam nuper, sed C_esare faetum est ;
Nam B_bulo fieri consule ml memmi.

Nothing was done in Blbulus's year :
No ; C_esar only then was consul here

A.v.c f,95.
The proceedings of the senate were reported in short notes taken by

one of their own order, "strangers" not being admitted at their sittings.
These notes included speeches as well as acts. These and the proceedings
of the assembhes of the people, were dady pubhshed m journals [diurnal
whteh contained also accounts of the tnala at law, w_th miseellaneou,
intelligence of births and deaths, marriages and divorces. The practice
of publishing the proeeedmg_ of the senate, introduced by Juhus Cmaar,
was discontinued by Augustus.

s Wtthm the e_ty, the lietoru walked before only one of the consms,
and that commonly for a month alternately. A public officer, called
&eeensus, preceded the other consul, and the lietors followed. This
_i_om had tong been disused, but waa now restored by Carat.
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Tile- l:md of Stel]as, conseerat(,d by our ancest,.rs tc the go:l%
with stone other lands in Campania lelt stfl,jeet to trib:m_, lur
the sui)por'_ of the expenses of the government, he divided,
but not by lot, among upwards of twenty thousand freemen,
whu had each of them three or more children. He eased the
publicans, upon ttwir petition, of a third part of the sum which
ttwy had engaged t,, pay into the public treaq,arv : m_d openly
admonished them not t,, bid so extravagantly upon the next
oecasi,m. He made variml- profhse gTants to me(,t the wishes
of others, no one opposing him ; or if any such attempt was
made, it wa_ soon suppresged. _7_IareusCare, who interrupted
hnn in his proceedings, he ordered to be dragged out of the
senate-house by a lictor, and earned to prison. Lucius Lu-
eullu*, likewise, for opposiPg him with some warmth, he so
terrified with the apprehension of being criminated, that,
to deprecate the consul's resentment, h,, tell on his knees.
And upon Cieero's lamenting in some trial the miserable con-
:litton of the times, he the very same day, by nine o'eloek,
tran_tbrred his enemy, Publius Clodius, fl.om a patrician to a
plebeian thmily ; a change which he had long solicited in vain. !
At la.t, effectually to intimidate all those of the opposite party,
he by great rewards prevailed upon gettius to declare, that he
had been solicited by certain persons to assassinate Pompey ;
and when he was brought betbre the rostra to name those
who had been emmerted between them, aRer naming one or
two to no purpose, not without great suspicion of subornation,
Cmsar, despairing of success in this rash stratagem, is sup-
posed to have taken off his informer by poison.

XXI. About the same time he married Calp_lrnia, the
daugbt,-r of Lucius Piso, who was to suceeed hml in the
consul,hip, and gave his own daughter Julia to Cneius Pompey ;
rejecting 8ervilius Ctepio, to whom she had been contracted,
and by whose means chiefly he had but a little before baffled
J3ibulus. Alter this new alliance, he began, upon any debates
in the senate, to ask Pompey's opini(m first, whereas he used
before to give that distinction to Marcus Crassus; and it was

In order that he might be a eandMate for the tribuneship of the
_o_iPle; it was done la:e ia the evemng, at an unusual hour for pabhe
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the usuM practice for the consul to observe throughout the
year the method of consulting the senate which he had adoptod

on the calends (the first) of January.

XXII. Being, therefore, now supported bythe interest of his
father-in-law and son-in-law, of all the prr)vinc(.s he made choice

of Gaul, as most likely to furnish him with matter ,nd occa-
sion for triumphs. At first indeed he received only Cisalpine-

Gaul, with tile addition of Illyrieum, by a deere,, proposed by
Vatinius to the people : but soon afterwards obtained trom tile
senate Gallia-Comata _ also, the senators being apl)rthensive,

that if they should refuse it him, that prt_vince, aJs% would
be granted him by tl,e people. Elatt_l now with his sue-
tess, he could not refrain from boasting, a tew days. afterwards,
in a full s(,nate-house, that he trod, in spite of his enemies, and
to their great mortification, obtained all he desired, "rod that
for the future he would make them, to their shame, sub-

missive to his plea.sure. One of the senators observing, sarcasti-
cMly : "That will not be very easy tora woman = to do," he

jocosely replied, " Semiramis formerly reigned in Assyria, and
the Amazons possessed gTeat part of Asia."

XXIII. When the term of his consulship had expired,
upon a motion being made in the semite by Caius 3Iemmius

and Lucius Domitius, the prmtors, respecting the transactions
of the year past, he offered to retbr himself to the house ; but

1 Gaul was divided into two provinces, Tra_tsalpina, or Gallia 671erior,
and Ctsalpi,ra, or Citerior. The Citertor. hawng m'.rl_ the same hmus
as Lomhardy in after times, was properly a part ,_1 haly, occupied by
colorists from Gaul, and, having the Rubber,n, the anment boundary of
Italy, on the south. It was also called Galha 7bgata, from the use of
the Roman toga ; the inhabitants being after lhc ...c_al x_ar admitted to
the right of eaizeus. Tile Galha Tran.ealp._u, m [7terior, _ as called
6"omata, from tl_e people wearing thmr hmr loag. _hde lhe Romans wore
it short ; and the southern part, after_ard_ (..died .Varbonetts_s, came to
have the epilhet Braceata, from the u_e of the braer_, _ll_eh were no
part of tile Roman dress. Some writers s.ppo.e the braeca' to ha_e
been breecbe_, hut Ahlus, in a _hort dl_qmsmm_ .n the subjeet, altirms
that they _ere a kind of upper dress. And 'hl_ opt.ion seems to be
c_untenaneed by the name braeean being appbed b? the modern Cehxe
nations, the descendants of the Galhe Celts to signify their upper
garment, or plaid.

Alluding, probably, to certain scandals of a gross character wnich wst¢
tqf_ against Ctesar. See before, e. xi. ,p. 2) and see also e. xlix.
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they declining the business, after three days spent in vxiu
altercation, he set out for his province. Immediately, how-
ever, his qurestor was charged with several misdemeanors, for
the purpose of implicating Cmsar himself. Indeed, an accusa-
tion was soon after preferred against him by Lucius Antistius,
tribune of the people ; but by making an appeal to the tribune's
colleagues, he succeeded in having the prosecution suspended
during his absence in the service of the state. To secure
himself, therefore, for the time to come, he was particularly
careful to secure the good-will of the magistrates at the annual
elections, assisting none of the candidates with his interest,
nor suffering any persons to be advanced to any office, who
would not positively undertake to defend him in his absence :
fbr which purpose he made no scruple to requh'e of some of
them an oath, and even a written obligation.

X.XIY. But when Lucius Domitius became a candidate for the
consulship, and openly threatened that, upon his being elected
consul, he would effect that which he could not accomplish
when he was prmtor, and divest him of the command of the
armies, he sent for Crassus and Pompey to Lucca, a city in his
province, and pressed them, for the purpose of disappointing
Domitius, to sue again for the consulship, and to continue him
in hL, command ibr five years longer; with both which requi-
sitions th(,y complied. Presumptuous now from his success,
he addL.d, at his o_x-n private charge, more legions to those
whictl he had received from the republic : among the former
of which was on(. levied in Transalpine Gaul, and called by a
Gallic name., Alauda, _ which he trained and arm(d in the
Roman fashion, and afterwards confi_rr_,d on it the freedom of
the city. }'rom tiffs period he deehm.d no occasion of war,
however unjust and dangerous; attacking, without any pro-
vocation, as well the allies of Rome as the barbarous nations
which were its enemies : insomuch, that the senate passed a
decree ibr sending commissioners to examine into the condition
of Gaul : and some members even proposed that he should be
delivered up to the. enemy. But so great had been the success of
his enterprises, that he had the honour of obtaining more days _

I So called from the feathers on their helmets, resembhng the crest of
• lark ; .4_auda, Fr. _ou_tte.

Days appc_mted b_' the senate for pubhc thanksgiving m the tcmplel
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of supplication, and those more frequently, than had ev_
before been decreed to any commander.

XXV. During nine years in which he held the government
of the province, his achievements were as follows : he reduced
all Gaul, bounded by the Pyrenean forest, the Alps, mount
Gebenna, and the two rivers, the Rhine and the Rhone, and
being about three thousand two hundred miles in compass, into
the form of a province, excepting only the nations in ,alliance
with the republic, and such as had merited his favour; im-
posing upon this new acquisition an annum tribute of tbrty mil-
lions of sestcrees. He was the first of the Romans who, cross-
ing the Rhine by a bridge, attacked the Germanic tribes in-
habiting the country beyond that river, whom he defeated in
several engagements. He also invaded the Britons, a people
formerly unknown, and having vanttuished them, exacted
from them contributions and hostages. Amidst such a scri,.s
of succe,ses, hc experienced thrice only any signal disaster;
once in Britain, when his fleet was nearly wrecked in a storm ;
in Guu¿. at Gergovia, where one of his legions was put to the
rout; and in the territory of the Germans, his lieutenants
Titurius and Aurunculeius were cut off by an ambuscade.

XXVI. During this period 1 he lost his mother, _ whose
death was followed by that of his daughter, _ and, not long
afterwards, of his granddaughter. .Me:mwhile, the repubhe
being in consternation at the murder of Publius Clodius, and
the senate passing a vote that only one consul, namely, Cneius
Pompeius, should be chosen for the ensuing year, he prevailed
with the tribunes of the people, who intended joining him in
nomination with Pompey. to propose to the people a bill,
enabling him, though absent, to become a candidate for his
_cond consulship, when the term of his command should be
near expiring, that he might not be obliged on that account to
quit his province too soon, and before the conclusion of the
war. Having attained this object, carrying his views still
higher, and aniraatcd with the hopes of success, he omitted no

in the name of a victorious general, who had in the decrees the title M
emperor, by which they were saluted by the legions.

I A. 11.c. 702. _ Aureha.
s ,]ulia, the wifeof Pompey. _hodic ] in ch2d._irtk.
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opportunity of gaining universal favour, by acts of hberality
and -kindness to individuals, both in public and private. With
money raised from the spoils of the war, he began to construct
a new forum, the ground-plot of which cost him above a hun-
drcd millions of sesterces. L He promised the people a pubhe
entertainment of gladiators, and a feast in memory of his
daughter, such as no one before him had ever given. The
more to raise their expectations on this occasion, although he
had agreed with victuallers of all denominations for his feast,
lie made yet farther preparations in private houses. He issued
an order, that the most celebrated gladiators, if at any time
during the combat they incurred the displeasure of the public,
should be immediately carried off by lbree, and reserved ibr
some future occasion. Young gladiators he trained up, not iu
the school, and by the masters, of defence, but in the houses of
]_oman knights, and even senators, skilled in the use of arms,
earnestly requesting them, as appears from his letters, to un-
dertake the discipline of those novitiates, and to give them the
word during their exercises. He doubled the pay of the h.gions
in perpetuity ; allowing them like_dse corn, when it was in
plenty, without any restriction; and sometimes distributing
to every soldier in his army a slave, and a portion of land.

XXVII. To maintain his alliance and good understanding
with Pompey, he offered him in marriage his sister's grami-
daughter Octavia, who had been married to Caius Marcellus ;
and requested for himself his daughter, lately contracted to
Yanstus Sylla. Ever)" person about him, and a great part
likewise of the senate, he secured by loans of money at low in-
terest, or none at all ; a,ud to all others who came to wait upon
him, either by invitation or of their own accord, he made
liberal presents ; not neglecting even the freed-men and slaves,
who were favourites with their masters and patrons, tto
offered also singular and ready aid to all who were under pro-
secution, or in debt, and to prodigal youths ; excluding from

i Conquest had so multiphed business at Rome, that the Romanforum
became too httle for transacting _t, and could not be enlarged without
clearing away the bmhimgs with which it was surrounded Hence the
enormous sum which lt_ site is stud to have cost, ammmtmg, it is
cu!ated, to £807,291 of our money It stood near the old forum, behh_
the temple of Romulus and Remus but not a vestige of it ramalaL
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his bounfy those only who were so de_ply plunged in gqlilt,
poverty, or luxurT, that it was impossible eii_ctually to reLievo
them. These, he openly declared, could derive no benefit li'om
my other means than a civil war.

XXVIII. He endeavoured with equal assiduity to eng_go
in his interest princes and provinces in every par_ of the worh_ ;
presenting some with thousands of captives, and sending to
others the assistance of troops, at whatever time and place they
desired, without any authority from either the senate or people
of l{.ome. He Likewise embellished with magnificent public
buildings the most powerful cities not only of Italy, Gaul, and
Spain, but of Greece and Asia ; tmtil all people being now asto*
nished, and speculating on the obvious tendency of these pru=
ceedings, Claudius Marcellus, the consul, dec'taring first i,v
proclamation, that he intended to propose a measure of tt/t,
utmost importance to the state, made a motion in the s_,nato
that some person should be appointed to succeed Caesar in his
province, before the term of his command was expired; bectmsc
the war being brought to a conclusion, peace was restored, and
the victorious army ought to be disbanded. He further moved,
that Caesar being absent, his claims to be a candidate at the next
election of'consuls should not be admitted, as Pompey himself had
afterwards abrogated that privilege by a decree of the people.
The fact was, that I'ompcy, in his law relating to the choice
of chief magistrates, had forgot to except C_esar, in the article
in which he declared all such as were not present incapable of
being candidates for any office ; but soon afterwards, when tl,o
law was inscribed on brass, and deposited in the treasury, he
corrected his mistake. )Iarcellus, not content with depriving
Caesar of his provinces, and the privilege intended ]aim by
l%mpey, likewise moved the senate, that the freedom of the
city should be taken from those colonists whom, by the Vati-
nian law, he had settled at '.New Como ;_ because it had been
conferred upon them with ambitious views, and by a stretch of
the laws.

Comumwas a town of the Orobii, of ancient standing, and formerly
pOwerful. Juhus C_esaradded to it fivethousand new colomsts; _hence
it was generally called Novocomum. But in time it recovered its anc_e_t
name, Comum; Pliny the younger, who was a nauvc of tins place, cain
ing it by no other name.

c2
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XXIX. Roused by these proceedings, and thinking, aa he
wa_ often heard to say, that it would be a more difficult enter-
prise to rt.duee him, now that he was the chief man in the
state, from the first rank of' citizens to the second, than from
the second to the lowest of all, Caesar made a vigorous oppo-
sition to the measure, partly by means of the tribunes, who in-
terposed in his behalf, and p'trtly through Servius Sulpicius,
_hc other consul. The following year likewise, when Caius
]LIarcellus, who succeeded his cousin Marcus in the consulship,
pursued the same course, Cmsar, by means of an immense
bribe, engaged in his defence 2Emilius Paulus, the other con-
sul, and Caius Curio, the most violent of the tribunes. ]_ut
finding the opposition obstinately bent against him, and that
the consuls-elect were also of t_aat party, he wrote a letter to
the senate, requesting that they would not deprive him of the
privilege kindly granted him by the people ; or else that the
other generals should resi_ml the command of their armies as
well as himself; fully persuaded, as it is thought, that he
could more easily collect his veteran soldiers, whenever he
l_leased, than Pompey could his new-raised troops. At the
s:mle time, he made his adversaries an offer to disband eight of
t.i_ legions and give up Transalpme-Gaul, upon condition that
he might retain two legions, with the Cisalpine province, or
but one legion with Illyricum, until he should be elected
consul.

XXX. But as the senate declined to interpose in the busi-
ness, and his enemies declared that flley would enter into no
compromise where the safety of the republic was at stake, he ad-
vanced into Hither-Gaul, ! and, having gone the circuit for the
"ldministration of justice, made a halt at Ravenna, resolved to
have recourse to arms if the senate should proceed to extremity
against the tribunes of the people who had espoused his cause.
This was indeed his pretext for the civil war ; but it is supposed
that there were other motives for his conduct. Cneius Pompey
used fYequently to say, that he sought to throw every thing
into confusion, because he was unable, with all his private
wealth, to complete the works he had begun, and answer, at
his return, the vast expectations which he had excited in the
people. Others pretend that he was apprehensive of being

! &.I'L(_ ",._.



.lldLIE S C2ESAR. 21

_:le(1 to account for what he had done in his first consul,-hip,
contrary to the auspices, laws, and the protests of th(_ tribunes ;
Marcus Cute having sometimes declared, and that, too, with

an oath, that he would prefer an impeachment against him, as
soon as hc disbanded his army. A report hkewise prevailed,
that if he returned as a private person, he would, like Mile,
have to plead his cause beibre the judges, surroundt_d by armed

men. This conjecture is rendered highly probable by Asinius
1%11io, who intorms us that Cmsar, upon viewing the van-
quished and slaughtered enemy in the field of I)harsalia, ex-
pres_d himself in these very words : " This was their inten-
tion : I, Caius ('_esar, after all the great achievements I h.d

performed, must ttave been condemned, had I not summoned the
army to my aid !" Some think, that having contracted from
long habit an extraordina_- love of power, and having weighed

his own and his enemies' strength, he embraced that oceasi.n
of usm-ping the supreme power ; which indeed he had coveted
from the time of his youth. This seems to have been the

opinion entertained by Cicero, who tells us, in the third book
of his Offices, that Caesar used to have frequently in hi_
mouth two verses of Euripides, which he thus translates:

Nam si violandum est jus. regnandi gratis
Violandum es_ : slits rebus pietatem colas.

Be just, unless a kingdom tempts to break the laws,
For sovereign power alone can justify the cause. I

XXXI. When intelligence, therefore, was received, that th_
interposition of the tribunes in his favour had been uttcrlv re-

jected, and that they themselves had fled from the city, tie im-
mediately sent forward some cohorts, but privately, to prevent
any suspicion of his design ; and, to keep up appearances, at-

tended at a public spectacle, examined the model of a _bneing-
_chool which he proposed to build, and, as usual, Bat clown to
table with a numerous party of his friends. But after sun-set,

mules being put to his carriage from a neighbouring mill, ke
set forward on his journey with all possible privacy, and a

small retinue. The lights going out, he lost his way, and
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_Eurip. Phoenis_, Act II. where l_teocles aspires to become the t$'rm*t
tff Theol.



wandered about a long time, until at length, by the help of a
guide, whom he found towards day-break, he rroceedcd on
ibot through some narrow paths, and again reached the road.
Coming up with his troops on the banks of the Rubicon, which
was the boundary of his province, _he halted for a while, and,
revolving in his mind the importance of the st(T he was on the
point of taking, he turned to those about him, and said : " We
may still _treat ; b_t if we pass this little bridge, uo_hing is
left for us but to fight it out in arms."

XXXII. While he was thus hesitating, the following inci-
dent occurred. A person remarkable ibr his noble m-on and
graceful aspect, appeared close at hand, sitting an4 ptuying
upon a pipe. When, not only the shepherds, but a number of
soldiers al_ flocked from their posts to listen to him, and some
trumpeters amang them, be snatched a trumpet from one of
them, ran to t]ae river with it, and sounding the advance with
a piercing blast, crossed to the other side. Upon this, C_esar
exclaimed, " Let us go whither the omens of the Gods and the
iniquity of our enemies call us. The die is now cast."

X.-_L.XIII. Accordingly, having marched his army over the
river, he shewed them the tribunes of the people, who, upon
their being driven from the city, had come to meet him ; and,
in the presence of that assembly, called upon the tro()ps to
l,lcdge him their fidelity, with tears in his eyes, and his gar-
ment rent from his bosom. :It has been supposed, that upon
tiffs occasion he promised to every soldier a knight's estate ;
hut that apinion is founded on a mistake. For when, in his
harangue to them, hc frequently held out a finger of his left
hand, _ and declared, that to recompense those who should sup-
port him in the defence of his honour, he would willingly part
even with his ring ; the soldiers at a distance, who could more
easily see than hear him while he spoke, formed their ccncep-
tion of what he said, by the eye, not by the car; and accord-
_agly gave out, that he had promised to each of them the privi.

Now the Pisatello ; near Rimini. There was a very ancient law of
the republic, forbidding any general9returmng from the wars, to cross the
Rubicon with his troops under arms.

* The ring was worn on the fingernext to the little finger of the left
hand.



|ege of wearing the gold rin_', and an estate of four hln_dr(_l
thousand scstcrces}

XXXIV. Of his subsequent proceedings I shall give a cur-
sor)- detail, in the order in which they occurred7 He took
possession of I)ie(,num, Umbria, and Etruria; and having
obliged Lucius Domitius, who had been tumultuously noim-
nated his successor, and held Corsinium with a garrison, to
surrender, a_d dismissed him, he marched along the coast of
tile Upper Sea, to Brnndnsium, to which place the consuls and
l'ompey were fled with the intention of crossing the sea as soon
as possible. After vain attempts, by all the obstacles he could
oppose, Io prevent their leaving the hturbour, he turned his steps
towards Rome, where he aptgealed to the senate on the present
suite or' public all'airs; and then set out lbr Spain, in which
province I'ompey had a numerous army, under the command of
three lieutenants, Marcus Petreius, Lucius Afranius, and Mar-
cus Varro; declaring amongst his friends, befbre he set ibr-
ward, "That he was going against an army without a general,
and should return thence against a gener_ without an axmv."
Though his progress was retarded both by the siege of M'_tr-
seille_, which shut her gates against him, and a very great
scarcity of corn, yet in a short time he bore down all belbre
him.

XXXV. Thence he returned to l_ome, and crossing the sea
to ]_Iacedonia, blocked up Pompey during almost four months,
_'ithin a line of ramparts of prodigious extent; and at last de-
feated him in the battle of Pharsalia. Pursuing him in his
flight to Alexandria, where he was informed of his murd,..r, he
presently fbund himself also engaged, under all the disadvan-
tages of time and place, in a very dangerous war, with king
Ptolemy, who, he saw, had treacllerous designs upon his liie.
It was winter, and he, within the walls of a well-provided _md
subtle enemy, was destitute of every thing, and wholly un-

: Suetonius here accounts for the mistake of the soldiers with great
probability. Tim class to mhich thevimagined they were to be promoted,
was that of the eqmtes, or knights, _ho wore a gold ring. and were pos-
lessed of property to the amount stated in the text. Great as was the li-
hea'alityof Caesarto his legions, the performance of this imaginary 1_1_
mtisewas beyond all reasonableexpectatxon-

$ a.u.e 70(L
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prepared for such a conflict. He succeeded, however, ia hia
enterprise, and put the kingdom of Egypt into the hands of
Cleo.patra and her younger brother ; being afraid to make it a
province, lest, under an aspiring prefect, it might become the
centre of revolt. }'rom Alexandria he went into Syria, and
thence to Pontus, induced by intelligence which he had re-
ceived respecting Pharnaces. This prince, who was son of the
great Mithridates, had seized the opportunity which the dis-
traction of the times offered for making war upon his neigh-
boars, and his insolence and fierceness had grown with his suc-
cess. Caesar, however, within five days after entering his
count_, and ibur hours after coming in sight of him, overthrew
him in one decisive battle. Upon which, he frequently re-
marked to those about him the good fortune of Pompey, who
had obtained his military reputation, chiefly, by victor)- over so
fl-eble an enemy. He afterwards defeated Sciplo and Juba,
who were rallying the remains of the party in Athca, and
Pompey's sons in Spain.

XXXVI. During the whole course of the civil war, he
never once suffered any defeat, except in the ease of his lieu-
tenants ; of whom Caius Curio fell in Africa, Caius Antonius
was made prisoner in Illyricum, Publius Dolabella lost a fleet
in the same Illyricum, and Cneius Domitius Calvinus, an army
in Pontus. In every encounter with the enemy where he him-
self commanded, he came off with complete success ; nor w_s
the issue ever doubtt'ul, except on two occasions : once at Dyr.
rachinm, when, being obliged to give ground, and Pompey not
pursuing his advantage, he said that "Pompey knew not how
to conquer ;" the other instance occurred in his last battle in
Spain, when, despairing of the event, he even had thoughts of
killing himself.

XXXVII. For the victories obtained in the several wars,
he triumphed five different times ; after the defeat of Seipio
four times in one month, each triumph succeeding the former
by an interval of a few days ; and once again alter the con-
quest of Pompey's sons. His first and most glorious triumph
was f_r the victories he gained in Gaul; the next ibr _hat of
Al _xandria, the third for the reduction of Pontus, the tburth
for his African victory, and the last for that in Spain ; aa_
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they all aiffered from each other in their varied pomp and pa-
geantry. On the day of the Gallic triumph, as he was pro-
ceeding along the street c'dled Velabrum, after narrowly uscap-
ing a fall fl'om his chariot t,v tilt. breaking of the axle-tree, he

ascended the Capitol by torc]l-hght, tbrty clel_hants _ carrying
torches on his right and left. Amongst the pageantry of
tile I'vntie triumph, a tablet with this inscription was carried
bctbre him : I cA_, I s_w, I eo._cmtEn ;: not signft)_ing,
as other mottos on the hkc occasion, what was dum-, s, much

as the dispatch with which it was done.

XXXVIII. To every foot-soldier in his veteran legions, be-
sides tile two thousand sesterccs paid him in tile begmMng of
the civil war, he gave twenty thousan,t more, in the shape of

prize-money. He tikewise-fil,_tted them lands, but not in con.
nguity, that the tbrmer owners might not be enurely dispo.-
s_.sscd. To tim people of l_ome, besides ten modii el corn, m.A
as ninny pounds of oil, he gave three hundred sesterees a man.

which lie h:td tbrmerly promised them, and a htmdrcd more
to each tot the delay in fulfilhng his engagement. IzL. like-
wise remitted a year's rent due to the treasury, for such houses
in ttome as did not pay above two thousand sesterces a .veto';

1 1.
and through the rest of 1'ta;y, ,or _ such a-&d n,t exceed in
yearly rent five hundred sesl_rc, s. To all fins he added a

publ]e entertainment, and a distribution oI meat, and, alter m_
bp'mish victory, _ two pubhc dinners Yor, considering t} v
first he ha,1 given as too sparing, and unsuited to his profuse

hberality, be, five days aI_rwoa'd.-, added another, which w,_s

most plenulul.

XXXIX. The spectacles he exhibited to the people were of
various kinds; namely, a combat of gladiator.-, _ and stage-

i Elephauts were first introduced at Rome by Pompe) the Great, in Ills
African trmmph.

3 VIZNI, V IDI, ViOl,

3 a.u.c. 708.
Gladiators were first publicly exhibited at Rome by two br_hers

called Bruts, at tile fnuerM of timlr father, A.U.C. 490, and lor _ue tmae
they were exhibited Old) on such occaMolls. |_tl$ aflerward_ they were
also employed by the magistrates, to entertain the people, partmularly at
the Saturnaha, and feasts of Minerva. The_c cruel _,pec_acle_were p,'o-
hibited by Constantin% but no_ eatxret._ suppre_,ed until the time of Ila-
IIOI'IUI_



plays in the several wards of the city, and in diffcre_ Inn,
guages ; likewise Circensian games, 1 wrestlers, and the repre-
mentation of a sea-fight. In the conflict of gladiators presented
":n the I_orum, Furius Leptinus, a man of prmtorian tamily, en-
tered the lists as a combatant, as did also Quintus Calpenus,
formerly a senator, and a pleader of causes. The Pyrrhic
dance was performed by some youths, who were sons to persons
of the first distinction in Asia and Bithynia. In the plays,
Decimus Laberius, who had been a Roman knight, acted in
his own piece ; and being presented on the spot with five hun-
dred thousand se_terces, and a gold ring, he went t¥om the
stage, through the orchestra, and resumed his place in the seats

I Tile Circensian games were shews exhibited in the Circus Maximus,
and consisted of various kinds, firsL chariot and horse-races, of _lnch
the Romans were extravagantly fond The charioteers were &stributed
into four parties, distmgmshed by the colour of their dress. The specta-
tors, without regarding the speed of the horses, or the skill vf the men,
were attracted merely by one or the other of the colours, as caprice m-
chned them. In the tram of Justinian, no less than thirty thousand men
lost their lives at C,on_tantinople, in a tumult raised by a coatennon
amongst the partizans of the several colours. Secondly, contests of agl-
hty and strength ; of which there were five kinds, hence called Pentath-
him. These were, running, leaping, boxing, wrestling, and throwing the
discus or quoit. Thirdly, Ludus Troj_e, a mock-fight, performed by young
noblemen on hor_-eback, revived by Julius Cmsar, and frequentt3 celebrated
by the succeeding emperors We meet with a description of It m the fifth
book of the _Eumd, beginning with the following lines :

Ineedunt pueri, pariterque ante ora parentum
Fr_enatis lucent in eqms : quos omnis euntes
Trmacrim nnrata frennt Troja_que juventug.

Fourthly, I'enatio, whwh was the fighting of wild beasts with one ano-
ther, or with men called Besttarii. who were either forced to tile comhat by
way of punishment, as the prtmiuve Christians were, or fought volunta-
rily, enher from a natural ferocny of d_spositmn, or induced h) hire. An
ineredlbie number of animals of various kinds "aere brought from aL
quarters° at a prodigious expense, for the entertainment of the people.
Pompey. in hi., s,..col,l consulship, exhibited at once five hundred lions.
which *yore all di,patched in five days ; also eighteen elephants. Fifthly
the representation of a horse and foot battle, with that of an encampment
or a siege. Sixthly, the representation of a sea-fight t Naumachia), whmh
was at first made m the Circus 21laximtts, but afterzards clse_here. The

combatants were usually captives or condemned malefactors, _ho fought
to death, unless saved by the clemency of the emperor. If any thing tin-

lucky happened at the games, they were renewed, attd often more than
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allotted for the equestrian order. In the Ciree:sian game_, tht
circus being enlarged at each end, and a canal sunk round it, se-
veral of the young nobility drove chariots, dragon, some by four,
and others by two horses, and likewise rode races on single
horses. The Trojan game was acted by two distinct companies
of boys, one differing from the other in age and rank. The
hunting of' wild beasts was presented for five days successively ;
and on the last day a battle was fought by five hundred foot, twenty
elephants, and thirty horse on each side. To afford room for this
engagement, the goals were removed, and in their space two
camps wert. pitched, directly opposite to each other. -Wrest-
lers Likewise perfbrmed ibr three days successively, in a stadium
provided fbr the purpose in the Campus Martius. A lake
having been dug in the little Codeta, _ships of the Tyrian and
Egyptian fleets, containing two, three, and four banks of oars,
with a number of men on board, afforded an animated repre-
sentation of a sea-fight. To these various diversions there
flocked such crowds of spectators from all parts, that most of
the strangers were obliged to lodge in tents erected in the
streets, or along the roads near the city. Severed in the throng
were squeezed to death, amongst whom were two senators.

XL. Turning afterwards his attention to the regulation of
the commonwealth, he corrected the calendar,: which had ior

i A meadowbeyond the Tiber, in which an excavation was made, sup-
plied with water from the river.

3 Julius C_sar was assisted by Sosigcnes_an Egyptian philosopher, m
correcting the calendar. For this purpose he introduced an additional
day every,fourth year, making February to consist of twenty.ume days
instead of twenty-eight, and, of course, the whole yearto consist of three
hundred and s_xty-s_xdays. The fourth year was denominated Bissextile,
or leap year, because the sl_th day beforethe calends_ or first of March,
was reckoned twice.

The Julian year was introduced throughout the Roman empire,and con-
tinued in general use till tim year 1582. But the true correction was not
six hours, but five hours, for(y-nine minutes ; hence the addition wa_too
great by eleven minutes. This small fraction would amonnt in one lmn-
dred years to three-fourths of a day, and in a thousand years to more than
sevendays. It had, mfact, amounted, sincethe Julian correction,m 1582,
to more than seven d,_ys. Pope Gregory XIII., thercfore, again refi_rmed
the calemiar, first bringing forward the year ten days, by reckoning the
5th of October the 15th, and then prcscnbmg the rul_•whmhhas gradually
been adopted throughout Christendom_except in Russia_ and _l_eGre_
_laurchgenerally.
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some time become extremely confused, through the unwarrant-
able tit_ertv which the pontiffs had taken in the article or' in-
tercalation'. To such a height had this abuse pr.ceed_,d, that
neither the fk.stivals designed tbr the harvest it,ll in summer,
nor those tbr the vintage in autumn. He accommodated tile
year to the course of the sun, ordaining that in future it shouhl
consist of three hundred and sixty-five days without any in-
tercalary month; and that every fourth year an intercalary
day should be inserted. That the year might theneetbrth com-
mence regularly with the calends, or first of January, he in-
serted two months between November and December ; so that
tile year in which this regulation was made consisted of fifteen
months, including the month of intercalation, which, accord-
ing to the division of time then in use, happened ttmt year.

XLI. ]:[e filled up the vacancies in the senate, by advancing
several plebeians to the rank of patricians, and also increased
the number of printers, mdiles, qmestors, and inibrior magis-
trates ; restoring, at the same time, such as had been degTaded
by the censors, or convicted of bribery at elections. The choice
of magistrates he so divided with the people, that, excepting
only the candidates for the consulship, they nominated one
half of them, and he the other. The method which he prac-
tised in those eases was, to recommend such persons as he had
pitched upon, by bills dispersed through the several tribes to
this effect : " C_esar the dictator to sueh a tribe (naming it).
I recommend to you _ (naming likewi,-.e the persons),
that by the favour of your votes they may attain to the honours
for which they sue." ]_e likewise admitted to offices the sons
of tho_ who had been proscribed. The trialof causes he re-
stricted to two orders of judges, the equestrian and senatorial ;
excluding the tribunes of the treasury who had belbre made a
third class. The revised census of the people he ordered to
be taken neither in the usual manner or place, but street by
street, by the principal inhabitaalts of the several quarters of
the city : and he reduced the number of those who received
corn at the public zest, from three hundred and twenty, to a
hundred and fifty, thousand. To prevent any tumults on ac-
count of the census, he ordered that the praetor should every
year fill up by lot the vacancies occasioned by death, from tho_
W_O were not enrolled for the receipt of corm
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XLII. Eighty thousand citizens having been di_ribnted
into foreign colonies, _he enacted, in order to stop the drain
on the population, that no freeman of the city. above twenty,
and under forty., years of age, who was not in the mititao" ser-
vice, should absent himself from Italy for more than throe
years at a time ; that no senator's son should go abroad, unless
in the rt.tinue of some high officer ; and as to those whose pur-
suit was tending flocks and herds, that no less than a third of
the number of their shepherds free-born should be youths. He
likewise made all those who practised physic in Rome, and all
teachers of the liberal arts, free of the city, in order to fix
them in it, and induce others to settle there. With respect to
debts, he disappointed the expectation which was generally
entertained, that they would be tot-ally cancelled ; and ordered
that the d_.btors should satisfy their creditors, according to the
valuation of their estates, at the rate at which they were pur-
chased before the commencement of the civil war; deducting
from the debt what had been paid for interest either in money
or by bonds ; by virtue of which provision about a fourth part
of the debt was lost. He dissolved all the guilds, except such
a_ were of ancient foundation. Crimes were punished with
greater severity: and the rich being more easily induced to com-
mit them because they were only liable to banishment, without
the f,.rfl.iture of their property., he stripped murderers, as
Cieer. _,bs_rvt.s, of their whole estates, and other offenders of
one haiti

XLIII. He was extremely assiduous and strict in the ad
ministra',ion of justice. He expelled from the senate such
memb_,rs as were convicted of bribery ; and he dissolved the
marri:_ge of a man of praetorian rank, who had mmTied a lady
two dax, after her divorce from a tbrmer husband, although
there was no suspicion that they had been guilty of any illicit
,olmection. He impend duties on the importation of foreign
goods. The use of litters for travelling, purple robes, and
jewels, he permitted only to persons of a certain age and station,
and on particular days. He enforced a rigid execution of the
sumptuary laws; placing officers about the markets, to seize
upon all meats exposed to sale contrary to the rules, and bring
them to him; sometimes sending his lictors and soldiers to

1 I'nneipatly Caxthage and Corinth.
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carry away such victuals as had escaped the notice of tim
officers, even when they w¢re upon tile table.

XLIV. tits thoughts were now fiflly employed from day to
iay on a variety of great projects for the embellishment and
improvement of the city. as well as for guarding and extending
the hounds of tile empire. In the first place, tie meditated the
construction of a temple to Mars, which shouhl exceed in
grandeur every thing of that -kind in the world. For tins pur-
pose, he intended to fill up tile lake on wlfich he had enter-
tained the people with the spectacle of a sea-fight. ][e also
projected a most spacious theatre adjacent to the Tarpeian
mount ; and ',alsoproposed to reduce the civil law to a reason-
able compass, and out of that immense and undigested mass
of statutes to extract the best and most necessary I_,arts into a
few books : to make as large a collection as possible of works
in tile Greek and Latin languages, tbr the public use ; the pro-
vince of providing and putting them in proper order being
assigned to Marcus Yarro. :He intended likewise to drain the
Pomptine marshes, to cut a channel for the discharge of the
waters of the lake Fucinus, to form a road from the Ut)per Sea
through the ridge of the Appenine to the Tiber ; to make a
cut through the isthmus of Corinth, to reduce the Dacians,
who had over-run Pontus and Thrace, within their proper
limits, and then to make war upon the Parthians, through the
Lesser Armenia, but not to risk a general engagement with
them, until hc had made some trim of their prowess in war.
But in the midst of all his undertakings and projects, he was
carried off by death ; before I speak of which, it may not be
improper to give an account of his person, dress, and manners,
together with what relates to his pursuits, both civil and
military.

X.LV. It is said that he was tall, of a fair complexion, round
]-imbed, rather full faced, with eyes black and piercing; and
that he enjoyed excellent health, except towards the close of
his life, when he was subject to sudden fainting-fits, and dis-
turbance in his sleep. ]=h_was likewise twice seized with the
falling sickness while engaged in active service. He was so
nice in the care of his person, that he not only kept the hai_
of his head olosel_ cut and had hi_ face smoothly shaved, bu_
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even caused the hair on other parts of the body to be pluckM
out by the roots, a practice ibr which some persons rallied him.

baldness gave him much uneasiness, having often found
himself upon that account exposed to the jibes of' his enemies.
He therctbre used to bring forward the hair from the crown of
his head ; and of all the honours conferr¢.d upon him by the
senate and people, there was none which he either accepted or
used with great':r pleasure, than the right of wearing constantly
a laurel cro_m. It is said that he was particular in his dress.
For he used the Latus Clavus I with fringes about the wrists,
and always had it girded about him, but rather loosely. This
circumstance gave origin to the expression of Sylla, who often
advised the nobles to bewaxe of " the i_l-girt boy."

XLVI. He first inhabited a small house in the Suburra. s but
after his advancement to the pontificate, he occupied a palace
belonging to the state in the Via Sacra. Many writers say
that he hked his residence to be elegant, and his entertainments
sumptuous ; and that he entirely took down a villa near the
grove of Aricia, which he had built from the foundation and
finished at a vast expense, because it did not exactly suit his
t_ste, although he ht_d at that time but slender means, and was
in debt ; and that he carried about in his expeditions tessclat_t
and marble slabs for the floor of his tent.

XLYII. They likewise report that he invaded Britain in
hopes of finding pearls, s the size of which he would compare
together, and ascertain the weight by poising them in his hazld ;
that he would purchase, at any cost, gems, carved works,
statues, and pictures, executed by the eminent masters of an.
uiquity ; and that he would give for young and handy slaves a
prme so extravagant, that he forbad Its being entered in the
diary of his expenses.

' The Latus Clavus was a broad stripe of purple, on the front of the

toga. Its width dtstinguished it from that of the kmghts, who _ore it
llgrrow.

The Suburra lay between the Celian and EsquiLine hills. It was one
of the most frequented quarters of Rome.

Bede quoting Sohnus, we believe, says that excellent pear:s were
fomli m the British seas, and that they were of all colouxs, bu_ prmci.
$tLfi_ ,¢hi_e. I_ccL ths_. b. L c. 1.
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XLVI[I. We are also told, that in the provinces he co_
atantlv maintained two tables, one for the ofli_¢ersof the army,
and tl_e gentry of the country, and the other for l_omans of the
highest rank, ant provincials of the first distinction. He wa_
so very exact in the management of his domestic affairs, both
little and great, that he once threw a baker into prison, for
serving him with a finer sort of bread than his guests; and
put to death a freed-man, who was a particular favourite, for
debauching the lady of a Roman knight, although no complaint
had been made to him of the affair.

XLIX. The only stain upon his chastity was his having co-
habited with Nieomedes ; and that indeed stuck to him all the
days of his iitb, and exposed him to much bitter raillery. I
will not dwell upon those well-known verses of Calvus Li-
cinius :

Whate'er Bithynia and her lord possess'd,
Her lord who C_esarm his lust caress'd.1

I pass over the speeches of Dolabella, and Curio, the father,
in _hieh the £_rmer calls him "the queen's rival, and the
inner-side of the royal couch," and the latter, " the brothel
of Nieomedes, and the Bithynian stew." I would likewise say
nothing of the edicts of /3ibulus, in which he procLfimed his
colleague under the name of " the queen of Bithynia ;" add-
ing, ti_at "he had tbrmerly been in love with a king. but now
coveted a kingdom." At which time, as Marcus Brutus relates,
one Octavius, a man of a crazy brain, and therefore the more
tYee in his raillery, after he had in a crowded assembly saluted
Pompf,y by the title of king, .tddressed C_esar by that of queem
Caius _[emmius likewise upbraided him _4th serving the king
at table, among the rest of his catamites, in the presence of a
large company, in which were some merchants from Rome, the
names of whom he mentions. But Cicero was not content with
writing in some of his letters, that he was conducted by the
royal attendants into the king's bed-chamber, lay upon a bed
of goid with a covering of purple, and that the youthful bloom
of this scion of Venus had been tainted in Bithvnia

lint upon Cmsar's pleading the cause of Nysa, the daughter el

I __ Bithynia quicqoid
lgt pr_edicatorC_csarisunquatu habuit.
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lq'icomedes before the senate, and recounting the king's kind-
nesses to him, replied, " Pray tell us no more of that ; for it
is well -known what he gave you, and you gave him." To con-
clude, his soldiers in the Gallic triumph, amongst other verses,
such as they jocularly sung on those occasions, following the
general's chariot, recited these, which since that time have
become extremely common :

The Gauls to Cmsar yield, Caesarto Nicomede,
Lo _Cmsar trmmphs for hi_ glorious deed,
But Caesar'sconqueror gains no victor's meed.1

L. It is admitted by all that he was much addictzd to
women, as well as very expensive in his intrigues with them,
and that he debauched many ladies of the highest quality;
among whom were Posthumia, the wife of Servius Sulpicius;
Lollia, tile wife of Aulus Gabinius : Tertulla, the wife of Mar-
cus Crassus ; and Mueia, the wife of Cneius Pompey. For it is
certain that the Curios, both father and son, and many others,
made it a reproach to Pompey, " That to gratify his ambition,
he married the daughter of a man, upon whose account he had
divorced his wife, after having had three children by her ; and
whom he used, with a deep sigh, to call .zE_sthus. ''_ But tht.
mistress he most loved, was Servilia, the mother of Marcus
Brutus, for whom he purchased, in his first consulship a_er
the commencement of their intrigue, a pearl which cost him
six millions of sesterces; and in the civil war, besides other
presents, assigned to her, for a trifling consideration, some
valuable farms when they were exposed to public auction.
Many persons expressing their surprise at the lowness of the
price, Cicero wittily remarked, "To let you know the real
value of the purchase, between ourselves, Tertia was deducted:"
for Servilia was supposed to have prostituted her daughter
Tertia to Cmsar. s

i GaUias C_esar subegit. Nicomedes Caesarom ;
Ecce Caesar nunc trmmpbat, qai subegit Gallias :
Nicomedes non triumphat, qm subegit Cresarem.

"- -,Egisthus, who, hke C_esar, was a pontiff, debauched Clytemnestla
while Agamemnon wag -ngaged in the Trojan war, as C_esar did Muem,
the wife of Pompey, while absent in the war against Mithridates.

s .4 double e_tendre; Tertia signifying the third [of the value of the
farm], as well as being the name of the girl, for whose favours the "_ledu,_.
tion was made.

D
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LI. That ho had intrigues likewise with married womtm in
the provinces, appears from this distich, which was as much
repeated in the Gallic _riumph as the former :-

Watch well your wives, ye cits, we bring a blade,
A bald-pate master of the wenching trade.
Thy gold was spent on many a Galhc w--e ;
Exhausted now, thou ecru'st to borrow more)

LII. In the number of his mistresses were also some queens ;
such as :Euno_, a Moor, the wife of Bogudes, to whom and
h(.r husband he made, as _aso reports, many large presenus.
But his greatest favourite was Cleopatra, with whom he oft_,n
revelled all night until the dawn of day, and would have gone
with her through :Egypt in dalliance, as far as .2Ethiopia, in
her luxurious yacht, had not the army refused to ibllow him.
I:[e afterwards invited her to :Rome, whence he sent her back
h)aded with honours and presents, and gave her permission to
call by his name a son, who, according to the testimony of
some Greek historians, resembled Cmsar both in person and
gait. Mark Antony declared in the senate, that Cmsar
had acknowledged the child as his own ; and that Caius Ma-
tias, Caius Oppius, and the rest of C_sar's friends knew it to
be true. On which occasion, Oppius, as if it had been an im-
putation which he was called upon to refute, published a
book to shew, "that the child which Cleopatra fathered upon
Caesar, was not his." Helvius Cinna, tribune of the people,
admitted to several persons the fact, that he had a bill ready
drawn, which Cmsar had ordered him to get enacted in his
absence, allowing him. with the hope of leaving issue, to take
any wife he chose, and as many of them as he pleas_.d ; and to
leave no room for doubt of his infamous character ibr un-
natural lewdness and adultery, Cm'io, the father, says. in one of
his speeches, "tie was every woman's man, and every man's
_oman. _'

I,III. It is acknowledged even by his enemies, that in rc-
ga_t to wine, he was abstemious. A remark is ascribed to
:M_reus Cato, " that C_esar was the only sober man amongs_
all those who were engaged in the design to subv:,r_

I Urbani, serrate uxores ; mcechum calvum adduc_mus-"

Aurmn in Galha effutulstl,hlc sumpsistimuttmm.
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th_ governme__t." In the matter of diet, Caius Oppius in-
forms us, " that he was so indifferent, that when a person in
whose house he was entertained, had served him with stale,
instead of fresh, oil,' and the rest of the company would not
touch it, he alone ate very heartily of it, that he might not seem
to tax the master of the house with rusticity or want ol aL-
tcntion."

LIV. But his abstinence did not extend to pecuniary ad-
vantages, either in his military commands, or civil offices ; for
we have the testimony of some writers, that he took money
from the proconsul, who was his predecessor in Spain, an}l
trom the lt.oman allies in that quarter, for the discharge of
his debts; and plundered at the point of the sword svmc
towns of the Lusitanians, notwithstanding they attempb d
no resistance, and opened their gates Vo him upon his arr:_x!
betbre them. In Gaul, tie rifled the chapels and temph.- ,.f
the gods, which were filled with rich offerings, and demohs}, d
cities oftener for the sake of their spoil, than tbr any ill th..v
had done. lly this means gold became so plentififl wlti_
him, that he exchanged it through Italy and the provinces vf
the empire tbr three thousand sesterees the pound. In his
first eonsulshilJ he purlumed lrom the Capitol three thousand
pounds' weight of gold, and substituted for it the same
quantity of gilt brass. He bartered likewise to foreign nations
and princes, for gold, the titles of allies and kings; and
squeezed out of Ptolemy alone near six thousand talents, in
the name of himself and Pompey. He afterwards support,d
the expense of the civil wars, and of his triumphs aml public
spectacles, by the most flagrant rapine and sacrilege.

LY. In eloquence and warlike achievements, he equalled a _,
least, if he did not surpass, the greatest of men. Alter his pro.
seeution of Ddabdla, he was indisImtably reckoned one ot th(
most distinguished advocates. Cicero, in recounting to 1;ru-
fus the famous orators, declares, " that he does not see that
C_amar was interior to any one of them;" and says, " that l,e

t Plutarch tells us that the oil Was u.,ed m a dish of asparagus. E_ery
travelle_ kno_,s that in those chmates otl takes the plaoe of butter a_ .'m

ingredient in c,mkery, alld it needb 11o experience to fancy _hat it l_ wal_
rancid.

D2
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hal an elegant, splendid, noble, and magnificent vein of elo-
quence." And in a letter to Cornehus :Nepos, he writes of
_im in the fbl]owing terms : " What ! Of aal 0.1e orators,
who, during the whole course of their lives, have done nothing
else, which can you prefer to him ? Which of them is more
pointed or terse in his periods, or employs more polished and
elegant language ?" In his youth, he seems to have chosen
Strabo C_esar for his model; from whose oration in behalf of
_he Sardinians he has transcribed some passages literally into hi_
Divination. In his delivery he is said to have had a shrill
voice, and his action was animated, but not ungraceful. He has
left behind him some speeches, among which are ranked a few
that are not genuine, such as that on behalf of Quintus Me-
tulhs. These Augustus supposes, with reason, to be rather
the production ot blundering short-hand writers, who were
not able to keep pace with him in the delivery, than publica-
tions of his own. For I find in some copies that the title is
not " For :Metellus," but " What he wrote to Metellus ;"
whereas the speech is delivered in the name of Cmsar, vindi-
cating _etellus and himself from the aspersions cast upon
them bv their common defamers. The speech addressed " To
t_is soh{iers in Spain," Augustus considers likewise as spurious.
We meet with two under this title ; one made, as is pretended,
in the fir.or battle, and the other in the last : at which time,
Asinins Polite says, he had not leisure to address the soldiers,
on account of the suddenness of the enemy's attack.

L-_I. He has likewise left Commentaries of his own ac-
lions both in the war in Gaul, and in the civil war witt_ Pom-
pey ; for the author of the .__lexandrian, African, and Spanish
wars is not known with any certainty. Some think they are
the production of 0ppius, and some of Hirtius ; the latter ot
whom composed the hist book, which is imperfect, of the
Gallic war. Of Cmsar's Commentaries, Cicero, in his Brutus,
_peaks thus: "He wrote his Commentaries in a manner
deserving of great approbation: they are plain, precise, and
elegant, ,a-ithout any affectation of rhetorical ornament. In
having thus prepared materials for others who might be im
elined to write his history, he may perhaps have encourage_
_ome silly creatures to enter upon su(.h a _'ork. who wiL
needs be dressing u t, hi_ actions in all the c:_travaganee
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bomba_ ; but he has discouraged wise men flora ever attempt,-
iag the subject." ]_irtius delivers his opinion of these Com-
mentaries in the following terms : " So great is the approba-
tion with which they are universally perused, that, instead of
rousing, he seems to have precluded, the efforts of any future
historian. Yet, with respect to this work, we have more
reason to admire him than others; for they only know how
well and correctly he has written, but we know, likewise, how
easily and quickly he did it." l_ollio Asinius thinks that
they were not drawn up with much care, or with a due regard
to truth; fi)r he insinuates that Csesar was too hasty of belief
in regard to what was performed by others under his orders;
and that, hc has not given a very faithful account of his own
acts, either by design, or through defect of memory ; express-
ing at the same time an opinion that Caesar intended a new
and more correct edition. He has tei_ behind him likewise
two books on ._lMogy, with the same number under the title
of Anti-Cato, and a poem entitled The Itiner_y. Of tht_:e
books, he composed the first two in his passage over the
Alps, as he was returning to the army after making his ciremt
in Hither-Gaul; the second work about the time of the battle
ef Munda: and the last during the four-and-twenty days he
employed in his journey from Rome to Farther-Spain. _here
are extant some letters of his to the senate, written in a man-
ner never practised by any before him; for they are distin-
guished into pages in the form of a memorandum book:
whereas the consuls and commanders till then, used constantly
in their lett_'rs to continue the line quite across the shec':,
without any folding or distinction of pages. There are extant
likewise some letters from Mm to C_eero, and others to his
friends, concerning his domestic affairs ; in which, if there wa_
occasion for secrecy, he wrote in cyphers ; that is, he used the
alphabet ill such a manner, that not a single word co_fld be
made out. The way to decipher those epistles was to substi-
tute the tburth for the first letter, as d for a, and so for the
other letters respectively. Some things likewi_ pass under
his name, said to have been written by him when a boy, or a
vet 3"young man; as the Encomium of Hercules, a tragedy
entitled (Edipus, and a collection of Apophthegms; all which
Augustus forbad to be published, in a short and plain letter ta
I'ompeius Macer, who was employed by him in the arrango-
_aeat of his librarY.
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L_qI. He was perfect in the use of arr_, an accomplished
rider, and able to endure fatigue beyond all belief. On a
marcb, he used to go at the head of iris troops, sometimes on
horseback, but oftener on/bat, with his head bare in all kindJ
of weather. He would travel post in a light carriage _without
ba:_gage, at the rate of a hundred miles a day; and if he was
st,_pped by floods in the rivers, he swam across, or floated on
skins iJ)fi_-ted with wind, so that he often anticipated intelli-
g_.nce of his movements.:

L¥[II. In his exi_d_tlons, it is difficult to say whether his
caution or Ins daring was most conspicuous. :Ke neveI marched
his army by roads which were exposed to ambusoa,ies, with-
out having previously examined the nature of the gxo_md by
his scouts. Nor did he cross over to Britain, betbre he had
carefully examined, in person, 3 the navigation, the harbours,
and the most convenient point of landing in the island. When
intelligence was brought to him ef _he siege of his camp in
Germany, he made his way to his troops, through the enemy's
stations, in a Gaulish dress. He erosst_d the sea ti-om ltrun-
disium and Dyrrachium, in the winter, through the midst of
the enemy's fleets ; and the troops, under orders to join him,
being slow in their movements, notwithstanding repeated
messages to hun T them, hut to no purpose, he at last went
privately, and alone, aboard a small vosscl in tim night time,
with his head muffled up ; nor did he m_ke himself known,
or suffer the master to put about, although the wind blew
,,trong against them, until they were ready to sink.

LIX. He was never deterred from any enterprise, nor re-
tarded in the prosecution of it, by supcl-_tition. _ When a
victim, which he was about to offer in sacrifice, made its

1 Meritoria rheda ; a light four-wheeled carriage, apparently hired
either for the journey or fromtown to town. They were tolerably com-
modmns, for Cicerowrites to Atticus, (v. 17.) Harte eloistol_rAdwtat_
I_dens :n rheda, ettmm eastraprofictseerer.

2 Plutarch reforms us that C_esartravelled with such expedition,that he
reached the Rhone on the eighth day after he left Rome.

3 C_esartells us himself that he employed C. Volusenus to recow
no_tre the coast of Britain, sending him forward m a long ship, with
or(ler_ to return and make his report beforethe expe(htmnsailed.

l_elJq,o_e; that is, the amens being urdavourable.
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t_zape, he did not therefore defer his expedition against Seipio
and Juba. And happening to fall, upon stepping out of the
ship, he gave a lucky turn to the omen, by exclaiming, " I
hold thee fast, Africa." To chide the prophecies which
were spread abroad, that the name of the Scipios was, by
the decrees of fate, tbrtunate and invincible in that province,
he retained in the camp a profligate wretch, of the family of
the Cornelii, who, on account of his scandalous liib, was sur-
named Salutio.

LX. He not only fought pitched battles, but made sudden
attacks when an opportunity offered; often at the end of a
march, and sometimes during the most violent storms, _'hen
nobody could imagine he would stir. N'or was he ever back-
ward in fighting, until towards the end of his lile. He then was
of opinion, that the oftener he had been crowned with success,
the less he ought to expose himself to new hazards; and that
nothing he could gain by a victory would compensate tbr what
he might lose by a miscarriage. He never detbated the enemy
without driving them from their camp : and giving them no
time to rally their forces. When the issue of a battle was
doubtful, he sent away all the horses, and his own first, that
having m, means of flight, they might be under the greater
necessity of s"tanding their ground.

LXI. He rMe a very remarkable horse, with feet almost
like those of a man, the hoofs being divided in such a manner
as to have some resemblance to toes. This horse he had bred
himself, and the soothsayers having interpreted these circum-
stances into an omen that its owner would be master of
the world, he brought him up with particular care, and broko
him in himself, as the horse would suffer no one else to mount
him. A statue of this horse was afterwards erected by
C_esar's order betbre the temple of Venus Gcnitrix.

LXII. He often rallied his troops, when they were giving
way, by his personal ettbrts : stopping those who fled, keeping
others in their ranks, and seizing them by their throat turned
them towards the enemy ; although numbers were so terrified,
that an eagle-bearer, _ thus stopped, made a thrust at him with

I The standard of the Roman legion_w_ an eagle fixed on the head
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thespear-hoad; and another,upon a similaroccasion,leftth4
standardinhishand.

LXIII. The followinginstancesof his resolutionare
equally,and evenmore remarkable.AfterthebattleofPhar-
salsa,havingsenthis troopsbeforehim intoAsia,as he Was
passingthe straitsof the Hellespontina ferry-boat,he met
wit-hLuciusCassius,oneoftheoppositeparty,with tenships
ofwar; and so far from endeavouringto escape,he went
alongsidehisship,and callingupon him tosurrender,Cassius
humbly gavehim hissubmission.

LXIV. At Alexandria,intheattackofabridge,beingforced
by a suddensallyoftheenemy intoa boat,and severalothers
hurryinginwith him, heleapedintothesea,and savedhim-
selfby swimming tothe nextship,which layatthedistance
of two hundred paces; holdingup his lefthand outof the
water,forfearof wettingsome paperswhich he held init;
and pullinghisgeneral'scloakafterhim with histeeth,lestit
shouldf'Alintothehandsoftheenemy.

LXV ]:[eneverva]ucda soldierforhis moral conductor

hismeans,but for his courageonly; and treatedhis troops
with a mixture ofseverityand indulgence;for he did not
•alwayskeep astricthand overthem,but onlywhen theenemy
was near. Then indeed he was so strict a disciplinarian, that
he would give no notice of a march or a battle until the mo-
ment of action, ha order that the troops might hold themselves
in readiness for any sudden movement; and he would fre-
quently draw them out of the camp without any necessity
for it, especially in rainy weather, and upon holy-days. Some-
alines, giving them orders not to lose sight of him, he would
suddenly depart by day or by night, and lengthen the marches
in order to tire them out, as the_" followed him at a distance.

LXVI. Vv'hen at any time his troops were dispirited by
reports of the great three of the enemy, he rallied their courage,
not by denying the truth of what was said, or by diminishing
the facts, but, on the contrary, by exaggerating every p,trti-
ofa spear.Itwas silver,smallinsize,withexpandedwings,and
clutchinga goldenthunderboltinitsclaw.



_._T.n'sc'.rsAm 41

eular. Accordingly, when his troops were in great alarm at
the expected arrival of king Juba, he c_dled them together,
and said, "I have to inform you that in a very few days the
king will be here, with ten legions, thirty thousand imrse, a
hundred thousand light-armed foot, and three hundred ele-
phants. Let none of you, therefore, presume to make ihrther
enquiry, or indulge in conjectures, but take my word for what
I tell you, which I have from undoubted intelligence ; other-
wise I shall put them aboard an old crazy vessel, and leave
them exposed to the mercy of the winds, to be transported m
8ome other country."

LXVII. He neither noticed all their transgressions, nor
punished them according to strict rule. But for deserters and
mutineers he made the most diligent enquiry, and their
punishment was most severe: other ddinqueneies he would
connive at. Sometimes, after a great battle ending in victory,
he would grant them a relaxation from all kinds of duty, and
leave them to revel at pleasure; being used to boast, "that
his soldiers fought nothing the worse for being well oiled."
In his speeches, he never addressed them by the title of
" Soldiers," but by the kinder phrase of' "Fcl'low-sohllers ;"
and kept them in sut.h splendid ordt.r, that tht, ir arms were
ornamented with silw,r and gold, not mtrely lbr parade, but
to render the soldiers mort_ resolutt, t. save them i_J battle, and
fearful of losing them. He l,w.d his troops to such a degree,
that when he heard of the detbat of tho_e umler Tlmrius, he
neither cut his hair nor shaved his ):,_,m'd,until he had re-
venged it upon the enemy; by which means he engaged their
devoted affection, and raised their valour to the tnghest pitch.

LXVIIL Upon his entering on the civil war, the centurions
of every legion offered, each of them, to maintain a horseman
st his own expense, and the wh_,]e army agreed to serve
gratis, without either corn or pay ; those amongst them who
were rich, charging themselves with the maintenance of the
poor. I_o one of them, during the whole course of the war,

'a deserted to the enemy; and many of those who were made
prisoners, though they were ofh.r_.d the.Jr lives, upon con-
dition of bearing arms against him, refused to accept th_
terms. They _dured want, and other hardship, not ouly
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whet _.hey were besieged themselves, but when they besiegM
others, to such a degree, that Pompey, when blocked up in
the neighbourhood of Dyrrachium, upon seeing a sort of bread
made of an herb, which they lived upon, said, "I have to do
with wild beasts," and ordered it immediately to be taken
away ; because, ff his troops should see it, their spirit might
be broken by perceiving the endurance and determined reso-
lution of the enemy. With what bravery they fought, one
instance affords sutiieient proof; which is, that after an un-
successthl engagement at Dyrrachium, they ealled tbr punish-
ment; insomuch tbat their general found it more necessary to
comfort than to punish them. In other battles, in different
quarters, they deft.areal with ease immense armies of the
enemy, although they were nmeh inibrior to them in number.
In short, one cohort of the sixth legion held out a tbrt against
fi_ur legions belonging t,, Pompey, during several hours; being
almost every one of them wounded by the vast number of
arrows diaeimrged against them, and of which there were
found within the ramp-_rts a hundred and thirty thousand.
This is no way surprising, when we consider the conduct of
some individuals amongst them; such as that of Cassius
Scmva. a centurion, or Caius Acitius, a common soldier, not to
speak of others. Scwva, after having an eye struck out, being
run through the thigh and the shoulder, and having his shield
pierced in an hundred and twenty places, maintained obsti-
nately the guard of the gate of a fort, with the command of
whictl he was intrusted. Aeitius, in the sea-fight at Mar-
seilles, having seized a ship of the enemy's with his right
}mud, and that being cut off, in imitatwn of that memorable
instance of resolution in Cynmgirus amongst the Greeks,
boarded the enemy's ship, bearing down all hetbre him with
the boss of his shield.

LXIX. They never once mutinied during all the ten years
of the Gallic war, but were sometimes refracto13r in the course
of the civil war. However, they always returned quickly to
their duty, and that not through the indulge.nee, but in submis-
sion to the authority, of their general ; tbr he nevel yielded to
them when theywere insubordinate, but constantlyres_sted their
demands. He disbanded the whole ninth legion with ignominy
at Placentia, although Pompey was still in arms, and would
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not rt_ive them again into his service, until they h_d not only
made repeated and humble entreaties, but until the ringleaders
in the mutiny were punished.

LXX. _'hen the soldiers of the tenth legion at l_ome do-
nmnded their discharge and rewards for their service, with
violent threats and no small danger to the city, although the
war was then raging in Africa, he did not hesitate, contrary to
tile advice of his friends, to meet the legion, and disband it.
But addressing them by the title of " Quirites," instead of
" Soldiers," he by this single word so thoroughly brought them
round and changed their determination, that they immediately
cried out, they were his "soldiers," and followed him to
Africa, although he had refused their service, lie nevertheless
punished the most mutinous among them, with the loss of a
third of their share in the plunder, and the land destined tot
them.

LXXI. In the service of his clients, while yet a young man,
tie evinced great zeal and fidelity. He defended the cause of
a noble youth, Masintha, against'king Hiempsal, so strenuously,
that in a scuffle which took place upon the occasion, he seiz(d
by the beard the son of king Juba : and upon Masintha's being
declared tributary to ]Iiempsa], while the fronds of the ad-
verse party were violently car_ing him off, he immediately
rescued him by force, kept him conce_ded in his house a long
time, and when, at the expiration of his preetorship, he went
to Spain, he took him away in his litter, in the midst of his
litters bearing the fasoes, and others who had come to att_,nd
a_ld take leave of him.

LXXII. tie always treated his friends with such kindness
and good-nature, that when Caius 0ppius, in tzavelling with him
through a forest, was suddenly taken ill, he resigned to him
the only place there was to shelter them at mght, and lay
upon the ground in the open air. _'hen he had pla, od himself
at the head of affairs, he advanced some of his faithful adhe.
rents, though of mean extraction, to the highest offices: and
when he was censured for this partiality., he openly said, "Had
I been assisted by robbers and cut-throats in the defence of my
honeur_ I should have made them the same recompense."
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I,XXIII. The resentment he entertained against any on_
was never so implacable that he did not very willingly renounce
it when opportunity offered. Although Caius Memmius had
published some extremely virulent speeches against him, and
he had answered him with equal acrimony, yet he afterwards
assisted him with his vote and interest, when he stood candi-
date for the consulship. When C. Calvus, after publishing
some scandalous epigrams upon him, endeavoured to effect a
reconciliation by the intercession of friends, he wrote to him,
of his own accord, the first letter. And when ¥alerius Ca-
tullus, who had, as he himself observed, fixed such a stain
upon his character in his verses upon Mamurra as never could
be obliterated, he begged his pardon, invited him to supper
the same day ; and continued to take up his lodging with his
father occasionally, as he had been accustomed to do.

LXXIV. His temper was also naturally averse to severity
in retaliation. After he had captured the pirates, by whom
he had been taken, having sworn that he would crucifY- them,
he did so indeed ; but he first ordered their throats to "be cut?
He could never bear the thought of doing any harm to Corne-
lius Phagitas, who had dogged him in the night when he was
sick and a _hgitive, with the design of carrying him to Sylla,
and from whose hands he had escaped with some difficulty by
giving him a bribe. Philemon, his amanuensis, who had pro-
mised his enemies to poison him, he put to death without tor-
ture. When he was summoned as a witness against Publicus
Clodius, his wife Pompeia's gallant, who was prosecuted for
the prothnation of religious ceremonies, he declared he knew
nothing of the affair, although his mother Aurelia, and his
sister Julia, gave the court an exact and full account of the
circumstances. And being asked why then he had divorced
his wife ? "]_ecause," he said, "my fanfily should not only
be free from guilt, but even from the suspicion of it."

LXXV. ]_oth in his administration and his conduct towards
the vanquished party in the civil war, he showed a wonderful
moderation and clemency. For while Pompey declared that
he would consider those as enemies who did not take arms in
defence of the republic, he desired it to be understood, that he

t To sa_e them from the torture of a lingering death.



should regard those who remained neuter as his friends With
regard to all ttlose to whom he had, on t_,m_p,,v's ree_mrcend-
ation, given any command in the army, he lett them at perfect
liberty to go over to him, if they pleased. When some pro-
posals were made at Ilerda' for a surrender, which gave rise
to a free communication between the two camps, and Afranius
and Petr_ins, upon a sudden change of resolution, had put to
the sword all C_sar's men who were found in the camp, he
scorned to imitate tim base treachery whicil they had practised
against himself. On the field of Pharsalia, he called out to the
soldiers "to spare their t_llow-citizens," and afterwards gave
permission to everyman in his army to save an enemy. _one
of them, so far as appears, lost their lives but in battl% except-
ing only Afranius, J_'austus, and young Lucius C_esar : and it
is thought ttmt even they were put to death without his con-
sent. Afranius and l_austus had borne arms against him, after
obtaining their p_don ; and Lucius C_esar had not only in thB
most cruel manner destroyed with fire and sword his freed-
men and slaves, but cut to pieces the wild beasts which he had
prepared for the entertainment of the people. And finady, a
little beibre his death, he permitted all whom he had not before
pardoned, to return into Italy, and to bear offices both civil
and military. He even replaced the statues of Sylla and
Pompey, w_Seh had been thrown down by the populace. And
after this, whatever was devised or uttered, he chose rather to
check than to punish it. Accordingly, having detected certain
conspiracies and nocturnal assemblies, he went no farther than
to intimate by a proclamation that he knew of them ; and as
to those who indulged themselves in the liberty of reflecting
severely upon him, he only warned them in a public speech
not to persist in their offence. He bore with great modera-
tion a virulent libel written against him by Aulus C_ecinna,
and the abusive lampoons of Pitholafls, most highly reflecting
on his reputation.

I,X_YI. ttis other words and actions, however, so far out-
weigh all his good qualities, that it is thought he abused his
power, and was justly cut off. Fer he not only obtained ex-
cessive honours, such as the consulship every year, the die.
tatorship tbr life, and the censorship, but also the tide of ew

I Now Lerida, in Catalonm.
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peror, _ and the surname of FAT_EB OF_-IS COt_TaY,2 besidc_
hazing his statue amongst the kings, s and a lofty couch in the
theatre. He even suffered some honours to be c]ccreed to him,
which were unbefitting the most exalted of mankind ; such as a
gilded chair of state in the senate-house and on his tribunal, a
consecrated chariot, and banners in the Circensian procession,
temples, altars, statues among the gods, a bed of state in the
temples, a priest, and a college of priests dedicated to himself,
like those of Pan ; and that one of the months should be called
by his name. There were, indeed, no honours which he did
not either assume himself, or grant to others, at his will and
pleasure. In his third and fourth consulship, he used only
the title of the office, being content with the power of dictator,
which was conferred upon him with the consulship; and in
both years he substituted other consuls in his room, during the
three last months ; so that in the intervals he held no assem-
blies of the people, for the election of magistrates, excepting
only tribunes and ediles of the people ; and appointed officers,
under the name of prsefeets, instead of the pr_tors, to admi-
nister the affairs of the city during his absence. Tile office of
consul having become vacant, by the sudden death of one
of the consuls the day before the calends of January Ethe 1st
Jan.], he conferred it on a person who requested it of him,
for a few hours. Assuming the same l_eence, and regardless
of the customs of his country, he appointed magistrates to
hold their offices f_r terms of years. He granted the insignia
of the consular dignity to ten persons of prmtorian rank. He
admitted into the senate some men who had been mad¢_ free of
the city, and even natives of Gaul, who were semi-barbarians.

I The title of emperor was not new in Roman history ; I. It was some-
times given by the acclamatmns of the soldiers to those who commandcd
them. 2. It was synonymous with conqueror, and the troops hailed him
Dy that title after a victory. In both these ca_es it was mcrely titular, and
not permanent, and was generally written after the proper name, as
Cicero iraperator, Lentulo iraperalore. 3. It assumed a permanent and
royal character first in the person of Juhus C_esar, and was then gene-
rally prefixed to the emperor's name in mscrq)tmus, as l_P. c._sAn.
DIvx &c.

Cicero was the first who received the honour of being called " Patel

s Statues were placed in the Capitol of each of the seven kings of Rome.
to which an eighth was added in honour of Brutus, who expelled the la_

statue of Julius Cm..sax was after_axds ral_ed near them.
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lie likewise appointed to the management efthe mint, an4 the
public revenue of the state, some servants of his own house-
hold; and entrusted the command of three legions, which he
left at Alexandria, to an old catamite of his, the son of his
fred-man t_ufmus.

LXXVII. He was guilty of the same extravagance in the
language he publicly used, as Titus Ampius inibrms us; ac-
cording to whom he said, "The republic is nothing but a
name, _ithout substanoe or reality. Svlla was an ignorant
fellow to abdicate tile dictatorship. Men ought to consider
what is becoming when they talk with me, and look upon
what I say as a law." To such a pitch of arrogance did he
proceed, that when a soothsayer announced to him the un.
favourable om_.n, that the entrails of a victim offered for sacri-
fice were without a heart, he said, "The entrails will be more
favourable when I please ; and it ought not to be regarded as
a prodigy that a beast should be found wanting a heart."

LXXVIII. But what brought upon him the greatest odium,
and was thought an unpardonable insult, was his receiving
the whole body of the conscript fathers sitting, before the
temple of ¥enus Genitrix, when they waited upon him with
a number of decrees, conferring on him the highest digni-
ties. Some say that, on his attempting to rise, he was held
down by Corn$1ius Balbus; others, that he did not attempt to
rise at all, but frowned on Caius Trebatius, who suggested to
him that he should stand up to receive the senate. This be-
haviour app_,ared the more intolerable in him, because, when
one of the tribunes of the people, Pontius Aquila, would not
rise up to him, as he passed by the tril,unes' seat during his
triumph, he was so much offended, that he cried out. " Well
then, you tribum.. Aquila, oust me from the government." And
for some daw atterward% he never promised a favour to any
person, witi'_out this proviso, " if Pontus Aquila will give me
l_ve."

LXXIX. T. t._;is extraordinary mark of contempt for the
_nate, he a,:?., d ;mother affron_ still more outrageous. _'or
when, aftt.1 t_. _'.,_r_,d rites of the Latin tbstival, he was ro-
t_ming homt, _iL:dst the immoderate and unusual acelam_
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tions of the people, a man in the crowd put a laurel crown,
em_ircled with a white fillet, _ on one of his statues; upon
which, the tribunes of tim people, Epidius Marullus, and
C_esetius Flavus, ordered the fillet to be removed fi'om the
crow_, and the man to be taken to prison. Ceesar, being
much concerned either that the idea of royalty had been sug-
gested to so little purpose, or, as was said, that he was thus
deprived of the merit of refusing it, reprimanded the tribunes
very severely, and dismissed them from their office. From
that day forward, he was never able to wipe off the scandal
of affecting the name of king, although he replied to the
populace, when they sMuted him by that title, " I am C_esar,
and no king." And at the feast of the Lupercalia, 2when the
consul Antony placed a crown upon his head in the rostra se-
veral times, he as often put it away, and sent it to the Capitol
for Jupiter, the Best and the Greatest. A report was very
current, that he had a design of withdrawing to Alexandria
or Ilium, whither he proposed to transfer the imperial power,
to drain Italy by new levies, and to leave the government of
the city to be administered by his friends. To this report it
was added, that in the next meeting of the senate, Lucins
Cotta, one of the fifteen/would make a motion, that as there
was in the Sibylline books a prophecy, that the Parthians
would never be subdued but by a king, Caesar should have
that title conferred upon him.

LXXX. For this reason the conspirators precipitated the
execution of their design, 4 that they might not be obliged to
give their assent to the proposal. Instead, therefore, of ca-
balling any longer separately, in small parties, they now
united their counsels ; the people themselves being dissatisfied
with the present state of affairs, both privately and publicly

1 The white fillet was one of the insignia of royalty. Plutarch, on
this occasion,uses the expression, $_.a_qttarL f3aat._l_, a royaldmdem.

2The Luperealiawas a festival,celebrated in a place called the Lupereal,
in the month of February, in honour of Pan. During the solemnity, the
/.uperc/, or priests of that god, ran up and down the city naked, with
only a girdle of goat's skin round their waist, and thongs of the same in
their hands ; with which they struck those they met, particularlymarrie4
woman, who were thence supposed to be rendered prolific.

3 Persons appointed to inspect and expound.the Sibylline books.
t A.u.¢. 709.
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eon_.mning the tyranny under whict, they lived, and calli, g
on pt, tn.ts to assert their cause against the usurper. Upon
the admissi,_n of foreigners into the senate, a hand-ball was
posted up in these words : " A good deed ! let no one shewa
new senator the way to the house." These verses were lik_-

wise currently repeated :

The Gauls he dragged in triumph through the town,
Csesar has brought into the senate.house,
And changed theirp/au/s *for the patrician gown.
Gallos Cmsar in tnumphum ducit : fidem in curiam
Galli braccas deposueruut, latum clavum sumpserunt.

When Quintus Maximus, who had be_ n his d_,puty in the
consulship for the last three months, entered the theatre, and
the lictor, according to custom, bid the people take notice who

was coming, they all cried out, " He is no consul." After the
removal of Cmsctit_s and Marullus from their office, they were
found to have a great many votes at the next election of con-
suls. Some one wrote under the statue of Lucius ]_rutus,

"Would you were now alive !" mad ulider the statue of C_esar
himself these lines :

Because he drove from Rome the royal race,
Brutus was first made consul in theH"place.
This man, because he put the consuls dowtb
Has been rewarded wtth a royal crown.

Brutus, quia reges ejeeit, consul pnmus factus est :
Hie, quia consules ejeeit, rex postremo factus est.

About sixty persons were engaged in the conspiracy against
laim, of whom Caius Cassius, and Marcus and Decimus Brutus
were the chief. It was at first debated amongst them, whe-
ther they should attack him in the Campus Martius when he

was taking the votes of the tribes, and some of them should
throw him off the bridge, whilst others should be ready to

stab him upon his fall ; or else in the Via Sacra, or at the en-
trance of the theatre. But after public notice had been given

by proclamation for the senate to assemble upon the ides of

March [15th March], in the senate-house built by Pompey,
they approved both of the time a;_d place, as most fitting tor
their purpose.

I,,XXXI. Cmsar had warning given him of his fate b:: indu-

See bafme, c. xxii.
lz



bitable omens. A few months before, when the col,mistssrttiet]
at Capua, by virtue of the Julian law, were demolishing sores
old sepulchres, in building country-houses, and were tln_ more
e,_er at tile work, because they discovered certain vess¢,ls of
antique workmanship, a tablet of brass was found in a t,mb,
in which Capys, the foundt, r of Capua, was said to have been
buried, with an inscription in the Greek language to this eff_,ct :
"_q_enever the bones of Capys come to be discovered, a de-
scendant of ]ulus will t,e slain by tile hands of his kinsmen,
and his death revenged by fearful disasters throughout Italy."
Lest anypcrson should regard this anecdote as a fabulous or silly
invention, itwas eirculatt.dupon the authorityof Caius B,dhus, an
intimate fl'icnd of C_sar's. A few days likewise belbre his
death, he was infbrmed that the horses, which, upon his
crossing the Rubicon, he had consecrated, and turm.d loose to
graze without a keeper, abstained entirely from eating, and
shed floods of tears. The soothsayer Spurinna, obst.rving
certain ominous appearances in a sacrifice which he was of[br-
ing, advised him to beware of some danger, which threatened to
befall him before the ides of March were past. The day be-
fore the ides, birds of various kinds from a neigh},ouring
grove, pursuing a wren which flew into l_omt,ey'_ senate-
house, _ with a sprig of laurel in its beak, tore it in pieces.
.__lso,in the night on which the day of his murder dawned, ho
dreamt at one time that he was soaring above the clouds, and,
at another, that he had joined hands with Jupiter. ]=[iswife
Calpurnia fancied in her sleep that the pediment of the houso
was falling down, and her husband stabbed on her bosom ;
immediately upon which the chamber doors flew open. On
account of these omens, as well as his infirm health, he was
in some doubt whether he shotfld not remain at home, and
defer to some other opportunity the business which he intended
to propose to the senate ; but Decimus Brutus advising him
not to disappoint the senators, who were numerously assembled,
and waited his coming, he was prevailed upon to go, and ac-

This senate.house stood in that part of the CampusMartins which is
now the Campo di Fiore, and was attached by Pompey, " spolns OrieT_:ls
Onustus," to the magnificent theatre, which he built A.*_c 698, m h s
second consulship. His statue, at the foot _f _-hieh Caesar fell.
Plutarch tells us, was placed in it. We _haIlfind that Augustus e.atw_t _t
I_,/tinretuove_Z
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oordingly set fi)rward about the fifth hour. In his way, some
person having thrust into his hand a paper, warning him
against the plot, he mixed it with some other documents which
he held in his left hand, intending to read it at leisure. ¥ietim
aPa,r victim was slain, without any favourable appearances in
the entrails ; but still, disregarding all omens, he entered the
senate-house, laughing at Spurinna as a false prophet, because
the ides of March were come, without any mischief having
befallen him. To which the soothsayer r_plied, " They are
come, ind(,ed, hut not past."

LXXXII. When he had taken his seat, the conspirators
stood round him, under colour of paying their compliments ;
and immediately Tullius Cimber, who had engaged to commence
tile assault., advancing nearer than tile rest, as if ho had
some favour to request, C_esar made signs that he should defer
his petition to some other time. Tullius immediately seized
him by the toga, on both shoulders; at which C_esar crying
out, "¥iolence is meant !" one of the Cassii wounded him a
little below the throat. Ceesar seized him by the arm, and ran
it through with his style;' and endeavouring to rush forward
was stopped by another wound. Finding himself now attacked
on all hands with naked poniards, he wrapped the toga: about
his head, and at the same moment drew the skirtrotmd his leg,s
with his left hand, that he might fidl more decently with the
lower part of his body covered, lie was stabbed with three
and twenty wounds, uttering a groan only, but no cry, at the
first woun_t : although some authors relate, that when Marcus
Brutus fell upon him, he exclaimed, " _'hat ! art thou, t¢)_,,
one of them ? Thou, my son !"' The whole assembly in-

1 The stylus, or graph/urn, was an iron 'pen, broad at one end, with a
sharp point at the other, used for writing upon waxen tables, the leaves or
bark of trees, plates of brass, or lead, &c. For writing upon paper or
parchment, the Romans employed a reed. sharpened and spht in the point
like our pens. called calamus, arm_lo,or canna. This they dipped in the
black hquor emmed by the cuttle fish, wlnch served for ink.

2 it was customary among the ancienu, in great extremities to shroud
the face, in order to conceal any syrup:oresof horror or alarm which 1he
countenance might express. The skirt of the toga was drawn round tt,e
lower extremities, that there might he no exposure in falhng, as the llo-
Ir.a1_s,at ttns pen_d, wore no covcnng for the ttughs and legs.

t Clesax'sdwng apostrophe to Brutus is represented m all the. edit_
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_tantly dispersing, he lay for some time after he expired, until
three of his slaves laid the body on a litter, and carried it home,
with one arm hanging down over the side. Among so many
wounds, there was none that was mortal, in the opinion of tim

surgeon Antistins, except the second, which he received in the
breast. The conspirators meant to drag his body into the
Tiber as soon as they had killed him ; to confiscate his estate,
and rescind all his enactments; but they were deterred by

fear of Mark Antony, and Lepidus, C_esar's master of the horse.
and abandoned their intentions.

I,XXXIII. At the instance of Lucius Piso, his father-in-

law, his will was opened and read in Mark Antony's house. He

had made it on the ides _13th_ of the preceding S_ptember, at his
Lavican villa, and committed it to the custody of the chief of
the Vestal Virgins. Q_intus Tubero informs us, that in all the
wills he had signed, from the time of his first consulship to the

breaking out of the civil war, Cneius Pompey was appointed
his heir, and that this had been pubhcly notified to the army.
But in his last will, he named three heirs, the grandsons of
his sisters ; namely, Caius Octavius for three fourths of his es-
tate, and Lucius Pinarius and Quintus Pedius for the remain-

ing fourth. Other heirs [in remainder] were named at the
close of the will, in which he also adopted Caius Octavius, who
was to assume his name, into his family ; and nominated most
of those who were concerned in his death among the guardians

of his son, if he should have any ; as well as Decimus Brutus
of Suetonius as uttered in Greek, but with some variations. The words,
as here translatedy are Ka_ _ _ _v_v ; _al a_ r_vov. The Salmasian
manuscript omits the latter clause. Some commentators suppose that the
words " my son," were not merely expressive of the difference of age, or
former familiarity between them, but an avowal that Brutus was the fruit
of the connection between Johns and Servilia, meutioned before [see p. 33 ].
But it appears very improbable that Caesar,who had never before a_know-
ledged Brutus to be his son, should make so unnecessary an avowal, at
the moment of his death. Exclusively of this objection, the apostrophe
seems too verbose, both for the suddenness and urgency of the occasion.
But this is not all. Can we suppose that Csesar, though a perfect master
of Greek, would at such a time have expressed himself in ti_at language,
rather than in Latin, his familiar tongue, and in which he spoke with
peculiar elegance ? Upon the whole, the probabihty _s, that the words
uttered by C_esar were, Et tu Brute] which, whde equally expressive of
astonishment _,ith the uther version, and e_en of tenderness, are both mor_
aatuxal, and more emphatm.



tmaongst his heirs of the second order. He bequcaLhed tc the
Roman people his gardens near the Tiber, and three hundred
sesterces each maw

LXX.XIV. :h%tice of his funeral having }_-en s_lemnlypro-
claimed, a pile was erected in the Campus Martius, near the
tomb of his daughter 3ulia ; and before the Rostra was placed
a gilded ta[_crnacle, on the mod_,l of the temple of Venus Ge
nitrix ; _ within which was an ivory bed, covered with purple
and cloth of gold. At the head was a trophy, with the [blood-
staLced3 robe in which he was slain. It l¢ing considered that
the whole day would not suffice for carrying the funeral obla-
tions in soIemn procession before the corpse, directions were
given for every one, without regard to order, to carry them t;'om
tile city into tile Campus Martins, by what way they pleased.
To raise pity and indignation for his murder, in the plays acted
at the funeral, a passage was sung from Pacuvius's tragedy,
entitled, "The Trial tbr Arms:"

That ever I, unhappy man, Ihould ,_ve
Wretches, who thus have brought me to the grave !

Am1 some lines also from Attilins's tragedy of " Electra," t¢
the same effect. Instead of a funeral panegyric, the consul An-
tony ordered a herald to proclaim to the people the decree of the
senate, in which they had bestowed upon him all honours, di-
vine and human ; ,_ith the oath by which they h_ engaged
themselves fbr the defence of his person ; and to these he added
only a tbw words of his own. The magistrates and others
who had formerly filled the highest offices, carried the bier
from the l_.ostra into the _orum. While some proposed that
the body should be burnt in the sanctuary, of the temple of
$upitc-r Capitolinus, and others in Pompey's senate-house; on
a sudden, two men, with swords by their sides, and spears iu
their hands, set fire to the bier with lighted torches. The
throng around immediately heaped upon it dry faggots, the
tribunals and benches of the adjoining courts, and whatever
else came to hand Then the musicians and players stripped
off the dresses they wore on the present occasion, taken from
the wardrobe of his triumph at spectacles, rent them, and
threw them into the flames. The legionaries, also, of his

Mea' me servasse,at essent qui me perderent



veteran bands, cast in their armour, which they :ad p,lt on in
hmmur of his funeral. Most of the ladies di'd the same by
their ornaments, with the bullm, l and mantles cf tb(.ir chin
_ren. In this public mourning there joined a multitude of
foreigners, expressing their sorrow according to the thshion of
their respective countries; but especially the Jews, _ who for
several nights together frequented the spot where the body was
burnt.

LXXXV. The populace ran from the funeral, with torches
in their hands, to the houses of Brutus and Cassius, and were
repelled with difficulty. Going in quest of Cornelius Cinna,
who had in a speech, the day betbre, reflected aeverely upon
Cmsar, and mistaking for him IIelvius Cinna, who happened
to thll into their hands, they murdered the latter, and carried
his head about the city on the point of a sp(,ar. They afterwards
erected in the Forum a eohmn of Numidian marble, formed of
one stone nearly twenty feet high, and inscribed upon it these
words, To ¢_E I_ATI_F_Ror hiS (',OV_Tr,_. At this colunm they
e,mtinued for a long time to offer sacrifices, make vows, and
decide controversies, in which they swore by Cmsar.

L.KXXVI. Some of Cmsar's friends entertained a suspicion,
that he neither desired nor cared to live any longer, on account
of his declining health ; and for that reason slighted all the
omens of religion, and the warnings of his friends. Others
are of opinion, that thinking himself secure in the late decree
of the senate, and their oaths, he dismissed his Spanish guards
who attended him with drawn swords. Others again suppose,
that he chose rather to face at once the dangers which threat-
ened him on all sides, than to be for ever on the watch against
them. Sr_me tell us that he used to say, the eommonweahh
_,as more interested in the satbty of his person than himself:
for that he had for some time been satiated with power and
glory ; but that the commonwealth, if any thing should beffll
him, would have no rest, and, involved in another civil war,
would be in a worse state than before.

I The Bulls, generally made of gold, was a hollow globe, which boys

wore upon their breast, pendant from a string or ribbon put round thl
• eck. The sons of freedmen and poor citizens used globes of leather

2 Josephus frequently mentions the benefits conferred oa lus country.
men by Julius C_es_. .dnti_. Jud. xi*. 14, 15, 16.



art.its c.ssAr_.

LXXXVII. This, however, was gem,rall 3 admitted, that
his death was in many respects such as he would have ehosem
For, upon reading the account dehvered by Xenophon, how
Cyrus in his last illness gave instructions respecting his fu-
11eral, Cmsar deprecated a lingering death, and wished that
his own might be sudden and speedy. And the day before he
died, the conversation at supper, in the house of Marcus Le-
pidus, tunling upon what was the most eligible way of dying,
he gave his opinion in favour of a death that is sudden and un-
expected.

LXXXVIII. lie died in the fifty-sixth year of his age, and
was ranked amongs'_ the Gods, not only by a formal deer(-(,,
but in the behcf of the vulgar. For during the first games
which Augustus, i-;_sheir, consecrated to hls memory, a comet
blazed for seven days together, rising always about eleven
o'clock ; and it was supposed to be the soul otr C_esar, now re-
ceived into heaven : for which reason, likewise, he is repre-
sented on his statue with a star on his brow. The senate-house
in which he was slain, was ordered to be shut up, _and a de-
cree made that the ides of March should be called parricidal,
and the s_'nate should never more assemble on that day.

LXXXlX. Scarcely any of those who were accessary to
I_is murder, survived him more than three years, or died a na-
tural death. 2 They were all condemned by the senate : some
were taken off by one accident, some by another. Part of
them perished at sea, others fell in battle; and some slew
themselves with the same poniard with which they had stabbed
C_esar.a

Appian informaus that it was burnt by the people in their fury, B, c
• i. p 521.

2 Suetonius particularly refers to the conspirators, who pensl,ed at _he
battle of Phlhppl, or m the three years whmh intervened The sur_,_,,r..
_ere included m the recnncihation of Augustus, Antony, and Pomp,'y,
a.u.c. 715.

a Suetonms alludes to Brutus and Cassius,of _hom this is related bl
Plutarch and 1)io.
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'THE termination of the civil war between Caesar and Pompey
forms a new epoch in the Roman ttistor 3 , at which a Republic,
which had subsisted with unrivalled glory during a permd of
about four hundred and sixty years, relapsed into a state of des-
potism, whence it never more could emerge. So sadden a tran-
sition from prosperity to the ruin of public freedom, without the
intervention of any foreign enemy, excites a reasonable eoniec.
ture, that the cons'titution in which it could take place, however
vigorous in appearance, must have lost that soundness of political
health which had enabled it to endure through so many ages.
A short view of its preceding state, and of that in _ hich it was
at the time of the revolution now mentioned, will best ascertain

the foundation of such a conjecture.
Though the tLomans, upon the expulsion of Tarquin, made an

essential change in the political form of the state, they did not
carry their detestation of regal authority so far as to abolish tho
religious institutions of IWuma t'omap_ilius, the second of thci_
kings, according to which, the priesthood, with all the influence
annexed to that order, was placed in the hands of the aristocracy.
_v this wise policy a restraint was put upon the fickleness and
w',_lence of the people in matters of government, and a decided,
sup_.riortty given to the Senate both in the deliberative and exe-
cutive parts of administration. This advantage was afterwards
indeed diminished by the creation of Tribunes of the people ; a
set of men whose ambition often embroiled the Republic in eivil
dissensions, and who at tast abused their authority to such a de-
_ree. that they became instruments of aggrandizement to any
leadin z men in the state who could pnrcht_se their friendship.
In general, however, the majority of the Tribunes being actuated
by views which comprehended the interests of the multit,xde,
rather than those of individuals, they did not so much endanger
the liberty, as they interrupted the tranqnillity, of the publ,c ;
and when the occ_(sional commotions subsided, there re_d_amed no

permanent ground for the establishment of personal usurpation.
In every government, an object of the last importance to the

peace and welfare of society is the morals of the people ; andin
proportion as a community is enlarged by propagatlon, or the
accession of a multitude of new members, a more strict attention

is requisite to guard against that dissolution of manners to which
a crowded and extensive capital has a natural tendency. Of this

I ]?or observations on Dr. Thomson's Essays appended to Suetonius'
lli_tory of Julius Ctesar, and the _ucceeding Emperors. _e¢ tile Ptefac,

tint volume.
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the :Romans became sensible in the growing state of the t_epub-
lic. In the year of the City 312, two magistrates were first
created for taking an account of the number of the people, and
the value of their estates ; and soon after, they were invested
with the authority not only of inspecting the morals of in-
dividuals, but of inflicting public censure for any licentiousness
of conduct, or violation of decency. Thus both the civil and
religious institutions concurred to restrain the people wlthiz_ the
bounds of good order and obedience to the laws : at the same
time that the frugal lifo of the ancient Romans proved a strong
security against those vices which operate most effectualiy to.
wards sapping the foundations of a state.

But in the time of Julius C_esar the barriers of public hberty
were become too weak to restrain the audacious efforts of ambi-

tmus and desperate men. The veneration for the coastttution,
usually a powerful check to treasonable designs, had been lately
violated by the usurpations of Marius and Sylla. The salutary
terrors of religion no Ion er redomiuated over the consciences

of men. The_han, e of _eblP censure was cxtingu,shed in ge-
neral depravity. An eminent historian, who lived at that time,
informs us, that venality universally prevailed amongst the Ro-
mans ; and a writer who flourished soon after, observes, that
luxury and dissipation had encumbered almost all so much with
debt, that they beheld with a degree of complacency the prospect
of civil war and confusion.

The extreme degree of profligacy at which the Romans were
now arrived is in nothing more evident, than that this age gave
birth to the most horrible conspiracy which occurs in the annals
of human kind, viz. that of Catiline. This was not the project
of a few desperate and abandoned individuals, but of a number
of men of the most illustrious rank in the state ; and it appears
beyond doubt, that Julius C_esar was accessary to the design,
which was no less thau to extirpate the Senate, divide amongst
themselves both the public and private treasures, and set ]tome
on fire. The causes which prompted to this tremendous proiect.
it is gencr:dlv admitted, were luxu .ry, prodigality, lrrehg_on, a
total corrup[ion of manners, and above all, as the Immediate
cause, the pressing necessity in which the conspirators u-ere in
volved by their extreme dissipation.

The enormous debt in _hich Cec_ar himself was early involved,
countenances an opinion that his a _xiety to procure the province
of Gaul proceeded chiefly from this cause. But during nine
years in which he held t'hat province, he acquired such riches
as must have rendered him. without competitlon, the most opu.
lent person in the state. If no:brag more, therefore, than a



58 I/EMMtKS O-_ 'rue LIFE a_.'_D TIXIES OF

splendid establishment had been the object of his pursuit, he had
attained to the summit of his wishes. But whefl we find Into

ersevering m a plan of aggran&zement beyond this period of
is fortunes, we can ascribe his eonduet to no other motive than.

that of" outrageous ambition, tte projeeted the bmldmg of a
new Forum at R,,me, for the ground only of winch lie was to
pay SO0.O(_ pounds, he raised legions in Gaul at his own
charges : he pronnsed sueh entertainments to the people as had
never been known at llome from the foundahon of the city. All

the_,e ¢'lreunls[gtnues evince some latent design of procuring such
a populamty as m>2ht gwe lnm an uncontrolled influence m the
management of pubhc affmrs. Pomt)ev. we are told, was _ oi_t
to say, that Cwsar not bem_ able, with'all his rmhes, to fullll the
promises whwh he had made. wished to throw cvervthm_ into
eonfumon. There may have been some foundatmn t;_r this r,,-
mark : but the opinion of Cicero is more probable, that Cmsar's
mind was seduced with the temptations of ehlmemeal glory, it
is observable that neither Cicero nor Pompey intunates any sus-
picion that C_esar was apprehensive of being impeached fi.;r Ins
eonduet, had he returned to t_ome in a private station. Yet,
that there was reason for such an apprehension, the positive
deelaration of g. Domitius leaves httle room to doubt :espeeial}y
when we consider the number of enemies that C_esar had in the

Senate. and the coolness of Iris former friend Pompey ever after
the death of Julia. The proposed impeachment was founded
upon a notorious charge of prosecuting measures destructive of
the interests of the commonwealth, and tending ultimately to an
object incompatible with public freedom. Indeed, considering
the extreme eorruption which prevailed amongst the llomans at
this time, it is more than probable that Cmsar would have been ac-

uitted of the charge, but at such an expense as must have stripped
im of all his riches, and placed him again in asituatmn ready to

attempt a disturbance of the !0ublic tranquillitv. For it is said,
that he purehased the friendsffip of Curio, at tile commencement
of the civil war, with a bribe little short of halfa million sterling.

Whatever C_esar's private motive may have been for taking
arms against his country, he embarked" in an enterprise of a
nature the most dangerous : and had Pompey eondueted himself
in any de_'ree statable to the reputation whieh he had formerly
aequm.d, the contest would in all probability have terminated
in favour of public freedom. :But by dilatory measures in the
beginning, by imprudently withdrawing his army from Italy into

distant province, and by not pursuing the advantage he had
gained by the vigorous repulse of C_esar's troops in their attack
Ulmn his camp, this commander lost every opporttmlty of extia_,
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guiahing a war _hleh was to determine the fate, ann even he
existence, of the Repubhc. It was accordingly determined on
the plains of Pharsaha, where Csesar obtained a vwtor_; whwh was
not more decisive than unexpected. :He was now no longer
amenable either to the tribunal of the Senate or the power of
the laws, but trmmphed at once over his enemies and the con-
stltution of his country.

It is to the honour of C_esar, that when he had obtained the
supreme power, lie exercised it with a degree of moderation be-
yond what was generally expected by those who had fought ou tile

wide of the tlepuhhc. ()f his private life either before or after
this period, little is transmitted m history. }lenceforth, however.
lie seems to have lived chaefly at Rome, near which he had a smMl
villa, upon an eminence, commanding a beautiful prospect. His
time was almost entirely occupied with pubbc affairs, in the
management of which, though he employed many agents,
tie appears to have had none in the character of actual mimster.
He was in general easy of access: but Cicero. m a h.tter to
a friend, complains of having been treated with the indignity
of waiting a constderable time amongst a crowd in an anti-
chamber, before he could have an audience. The elevation
of Cmsar plaeed him not above discharging recipr,_eally the
social duties in the intercourse of" life. He returm d the visits
of those who waited upon him. and would sup at their houses.
At table, and in the use of wine, he was habmlally temperate.
Upon the whole, he added nothing to his own happiness by all
the dangers, the fatigues, and the perpetual anxiety whi_.h he

had im'urred in the _rsuit of unlmnted po_ er. ttls'heah h _ as
greatly impaired : his former cheerfulness of temper tkough
not his magnammitv, appears to have forsaken hmi; and _e
behold in his fate a memorable example of illustrious talents
rendered, by inordinate ambition, destructive to himself, and
k-'retrievablv pernicious to his country.

From bel_olding the ruin of the Roman :Republic, after intestine
divisions, and the distractions of civil war, it _ili af_i,rd some
relief to take a view of the progress of literature, _hieh flvunshcd
even during those calamities.

The commencement of literature in Rome is to be dated fromtbe

reduction of the Grecian States, when the conquerors imported
into their own country the valuable productions of the Greek lan-
guage, and the first essay of Roman genius was in dramatw com-

osition. Livms Andronieus, who flourished about 21_ velars
efore the Christmn ,'era, formed the Feseenninc verses into a kind

of regular drama, upon the rondel of the Greeks He was f,,ll _ cd
mome time after by Enmus, who, besides dramatic and other corn-
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sitions, wrote the annals of the Roman Republic in heroic ,erae.
is style, hke that of Andronicus. was rough and unpolished, in

conformity to the language of those times ; but for _randeur of
sentiment and energy of expression, he was admired by the
greatest poets in the subseqhent ages. Other writers of dis-
tinguished reputation in the dramatic department were _evius,
Pacuvius, Plautus, Afranius, Ceeeihus, Terence, Acems, &c.

Aceius and Paeuvius are mentioned by Quintihan as writers of
axtraordinary merit. Of twenty-five comedies written by Plautus,
tim number transmitted to posterity is mnetccn; and of a
hundred and eight which Terence is said to have translated from
:M:enaader, there now remain only six. Excepting a few inconsider-
able fragments, the writings of all the other authors haveperished.
The early period of Roman literature was distinguished for the
introduction of satire by Lucilius, an author celebrated for
writing with remarkable ease, but whose compositions, in the
opinion of :Horace, though Quintilian thinks otherwise, were
debased with a mixture of feculency. Vi'hatevcr may have been
their merit, they also have perished, with the works of a number of
orators, who adorned the advancing state of letters in the Roman
:Republic. It is observable, that during this whole period, of
near two centuries and a half, there appeared not one historian
of eminence sufficient to preserve his name from oblivion.

Julms C_esar himself is one of the most eminent writers of the
affe in which he hved. His commentaries on the Gallic and Civil
Wars are written with a purity, precision, and perspicuity, which
command approbation. They are elegant without affectation°
and beautiful without ornament. Of the two books which he

composed on Analogy, and those under the title of Anti Cato,
scarcely any frag_aent is preserved ; but we may be assured of
the justness of the observations on language, which were made
by an author so much distinguished by the excellence of his own
compositions. :His poem entitled The Journey, which was pro-
bably an entertaining narrative, is likewise totally lost.

The most illustrious prose writer of this or any other age is
M. Tulhus Cicero ; and as his life is copiously related in bio_

hical works, it will be sufficient to mention his writings. From
is earliest years, he applied himself with unremitting assiduity

to the cultivation of literature, and, whilst he was yet a boy,
wrote a poem, called Glaucus Pontius, which was extant in
Plutarch's time. Amongst his juvenile productions was a trans-
lation into Latin verse, of Aratus on the ]?hecnomena of the
Heavens; of which many fragments are still extant. He also
published a poem of the heroic kind, in honour of his countryman
C. Marius, who was born at Arpinum, the birth-place of Cicero.



This produetiot was greatly admired by Attic.s ; and old Se_evola
was so much pleased with it, that in an epigram written ou the
subject, he declares that it would live as long as the Roman
name and learning subsisted. From a little specimen which
remains of it, describing a memorable omen given to Marius
from an oak at Arpinu'm, there is reason to beheve that his
poetical genius was scarcely inferior to his oratorical, had it been
cultivated with equal industry. He published another poem
called Llmou, of which Donatus has preserved four lines in the
life of Terence, in praise of the elegance and purity of that poet's
style. He composed in the Greek language, and in the style and
manner of ][socrates, a Commentary or ]_lemoirs of the "Trans-
actions of his Consulship. This he sent to Atticus, with a desire,
if he approved it, to publish it in Athens and the cities of Greece.
]:[e sent a copy of it likewise to Posidonius of t{hodes, a_Jd re-
quested of him to undertake the same subject in a more eiegant
and masterly manner. But the latter returned for answer, that,
instead of being encouraged to write by the perusal of his tract,
he was quite deterred from atteml_ting it.

Upon the plan of those Memon's, he afterwards composed a
Latin poem in three books, in which he carried down the history
to the end of his exile, but did not publish it for several years,
from motives of delicacy. The three books were severally m-
scribed to the three Muses ; but of this work there no_ remain
only a few fragments, scattered in different parts of his other
writings, tie published, about the same time, a eollectmn of
the principal speeches which he had made in his consulship,
under the title of his Consular Orations. They consisted origi-
nally of twelve ; but four are entirely lost, and some of the rest
are imperfect. 1tie now published also, in Latin verse, a transla-
tion of the Prognostics of Aratus, of which work no more than two
or three small fragments now remain. A few years after, he put
the last hand to his Dialogues upon the Character and Idea of
the perfect Orator. This admirable work remains entire; a
monument both of the astonishing industry and transcendent
abilities of its author. At his Cuman valid, he next began a
Treatise on _olitics, or on the best State of a City. and the Duties
of a Citizen. tie calls it a great and a lab()rious work, yet
worthy of his pains, ff he could succeed in it. This like_ lsc was
written in the form of a dialogue, in which the speakers were
Scipio, Leclius, Philu_, Manilius, and other great persons in the
former times of the ]_epubhe. It was comprised ii_ s_x books,
and survived him for several ages, though it is now unft,rtunately
Io_t. From the fragments which remain, it appears to have been
a masterly produeti(m, in which all the importa_t questions in
_ohtics and morality were d_cussed wtth elegance and accuracy
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Amidst all the anxiet-v for the interests of the Republic, which
occupied the thoughts of this celebrated personage, he yet found
leisure to write several philosophical tracts, which still subsist,
to the ¢ratification of the literary world. He eompused a trea-
tise on the _qature of the Gods, m three books, containing a
comprehensive view of religion, faith, oaths, ceremonies, &c. In
chicldating thl_ important subject, he not only delivers the
opinions of all the philosophers who had written'anything con-
eerninz it, but weighs and compares attentively all the arguments
with each other; forming upon the whole such a rational and
perfect system of natural religion, as never before was presented
to the consideration of mankind, and approachinz nearly to re-
velation, tie now likewise composed in two books, a d_scourse
on Divination, in which he discusses at larae all the arguments
that may be advanced for and against the v actual exist,once of
such a species of knowledge. :Like the preceding works, it
is w_itten in the form of dialogue, and in which the chief"
speaker _s La_lius. The same period gave birth to his trea-
tise on Old Age, called Cato Major ; and to that on Friendship,
written also in di'Aogue, and in which the chief speaker is
L_elius. This book, considered merely as an ess_y, is one of
the most entertaining productions of ancient times ; but, beheht
as a picture drawn from life, exhibiting the real characters and
sentiments of men of the first distinction for virtue and wisdom
in the Roman t_epublie, it becomes doubly interesting to every
reader of observation and taste. Cicero now also wrote his dis-
course on :Fate, which was the subject of a conversation with
Hirtius, in his villa near :puteoli ; and he executed about the
same time a translation of :Plato's celebrated Dialogue, called
Tim_eus, on the nature and origin of the umverse. :He was em-
nlovin_ himself also on a history of his own times or rather or"
fa_ own conduct; full of free and severe reflections on those
who had abused their power to the oppression of the l¢epublic.
])ion Cassius says. that he delivered this book sealed up to his
son, with strict orders not to read or pubhsh it till after his death ;
but from this time he never saw his son. and it is probable
that he left the work unfinished. Afterwards, however, some
copies of it were circulated; from which his commentator,
Asconius, has quoted several particulars.

During a voyage which he undertook to Sicily. he wrote tHs
treatise on Topics, or the Art of finding Arguments on any
Question. This was an abstract from Aristotle's treatise on the
same subject; and though he had neither Aristotle nor any
other book to assist him, he drew it up from his memory, and
fmlshed it as he sailed along, the coast of Calabria. The iasa



work composed by Cicero appears to have been his OfficeR,
written for the use of his son, to whom it is addressed. This
treatise contains a system of moral conduct, founded upon the
noblest principles of human action, and recommended b3 argu-
ments drawn from the purest sources of philosophy.

Such arc the hteraryproductlons of" this extraordinary man,
b-hose comprehensive understanding enabled him to conduc.t with
superior ability the most abstruse disquisitions rote moral and me-
taphysical science. Born m an age posterior to Socratesand Plato,
he could not anticipate the principles inculcated by those divine
philosophers, but he is justly entitled to the praise, not only of
havin_ ,prosecuted with unerring judgment the steps which they
trod beiore him, but of carrying his researches to greater extent
into the most difficult regions of philosophy. This too he had
the merit to perform, neither in the station of a private citizen,
nor m the leisure of academic retirement, but in the busth, of
public hfe, amidst the almost constant exertions of the bar, tl,e
employment of the magistrate, the duty of the senator, and the
int'essant cares of the statesman; through a period likewise
chequered _-ith domestic attlietions and fatal commotions m the
:Republic. As a philosopher, his mind appears to have been clear,
capacious, penetrating, and insatiable of knowledge. As a _ riter,
he was endowed with every talent that could captivate etther
the judgment or taste. ]_[is researches _ere c,mmually em-
ployed on subjects of the greatest utility to mankind, and those
often such as extended beyond the narrow bounds of temporal
existence. The being of a God, the mamortallty of the soul, a
future state of rewards and punishments, and tlw eternal dis-
tinction of good and evil ; these were in general the great objects
of his philosophical enquiries, and he has placed them in a more
convincing point of wew than they ever were betbre exhibited to
the pagan world. The variety and force of the arguments which
he advances, the splendour of his diction, and the zeal with which
he endeavours to excite the love and admiration of wrtue, all con-
spireto place his character, as a philosophical _ rlt er. includm_ like-
wise his m comparable eloquence, on the sum m _tof human ceIebrity.

The form of dialogue, so much used by Cicero. he doubtless
adopted in imitation of Plato, aho probab'iv took the hint of it
from the colloquial method of instruction practised by Socrates.
In the early stage of philosophical enquiry, this mode of compo,
tuition was _ell adapted, if not to the dis_:overv, at least to the
confirmation of moral truth ; especially as the'practice was then
not uncommon, for speculative men to converse together on im-
portant subjects, for muttml informatmn. In treating of any sub-
|_t respecting which the different sects of philosophers a_fferod
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from each other m point of sentiment, no kind of compositiota
enuld be more happily suited than dialogue, as it gave alternately
full scope to the ar-gaments of the various disptltants. It re-
quired, however, that the writer should exert his understanding
with equal impartiality and acuteness on the different sides 0f
the question ; as otherwise he might betray a cause under the
appearance of defending it. In all the dialogues of Cicero, he
manages the arguments of the several disputants in a manner
not only the most fair and interesting, but also such as leads to
the most probable and rational conclusion.

After elmmerating the various tracts composed and published
by C_ccr,), we have now to mention his Letters, which, though
not written for publieation, deserve to be ranked among the most
interesting remains of Roman literature. The number of such
as are addressed to differen_ correspondents is considerable, but
those to Atticus alone, his confidential friend, amount to upwards
of four hundred ; among which arc many of great length. They
are all written in the genuine spirit of the most approved episto-
lary composition; uniting familiarity with elevation, and ease
with elegance. They display in a beautiful light the author'_
character m the social relatmns of life ; as a warm friend, a zeal-
ous patron, a tender husband, an affectionate brother, an indu_-
gent father, and a kind master. Beholding them in a more exten-
sive view, they exhibit an ardent love of liberty and the constitu-
tion of his country : they discover a mind stro_nglv actuated with
the principles of virtue and reason ; and while t'hev abound in
sentiments the most judicious and philosophical, th'ey are occa-
sionally blended with the charms of wit, and agreeable effusions
of pleasantry. What is likewise no small addl_on to their mer,t,
they (,ontam much interesting description of private life, with a
variety of information relative to public transactions and charac-
ters of that age. It appears from Cicero's correspondence, that
there was at that time such a number of illustrious llomans, as
never bcl\_rc existed in any one period of the llepublie. If ever.
therefore, the authority of men the most respectable for virtue.
rank. and abilities, could have availed to overawe the first attempts
at a violation of public liberty, it must have been at this t,eri_d ;
for the dignity of the Roman senate was now in the zenith of its
splendour.

Ciccr_ has been accused of excessive vanity, and of arrogating
to himself an invidious superiority, from his extraordmar) talents:
but who¢'ver peruses his letters to Attieus. must readdy acknow-
ledge, tha' this imputation appears to be destitute of truth. In

those excellent productions, though he adduces the strr_n_est ar-
gamente for ano against any object of considerati_r, that tho
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mo_ penetratingunderstanding can suggest,weighs them with
_h other,and draws from them the most rationalconclusions,

he yet discoverssuch a di_dence in hisown opinion,thathe re-
sins himself implicitlyto the judgment and directionof hls
friend; a modesty not very compatible with the disposition of
the arrogant, who are commonly tenacious of their own opinion,
particularly in what relates to any decision of the understanding.

It is difficult to say, whether Cicero appears in his letters more
great or amiable : but that he was regarded by his contempora.
ries in both these lights, and that too in the highest degree, it
sufficiently evident. We may thence infer, that the zreat poets
in the subsequent age must trove done violence to thetr own hbe-
rahtv and discernment, when, in compliment to Augustus, whose
sensibility would have been wounded by the praises of Cicero,
and even by the mention of his name, they have so industriously
avoided the subject, as not to afford the most distant intimatm_t
that this immortal orator andphilosopher had ever existed. Livy
however, there is reason to tMnk, did some justice to his me-
mory : but it was not until the race of the C_esars had become
extinct, that he received the free and unanimous applause of ml-
partial posterity. Such was the admiration wlneh _umtilian en-
tertained of his wrmngs, that he considered the circumstance ol
being delighted with them, as an indubitable 9roof ,,f judgmeT_t
and taste in literature. _rlle se ]_rofecisse sciat, cur: Cicero vatde
placebit.

In this period is likewtse to be placed M. T e_entius Varro. the
celebrated Roman grammarian, and the. l_estor of ancient learh-
ing. The first men tion made of him is, that he was lieutenant to
Pompey in his piratical wars, and obtained in that service a nays.
crown. In the civil wars he joined the stde of the ltepubhc, and
was taken by Cmsar ; by whom he was hkew_se proscribed, but
ob rained a remission of the sentence. Of all the ancients, he has
t_quir_t the greatest fame for his extensive erudition ; and we
may add, that he displayed the same industry in communicating,
as he had done in collecting it. His works originally amounte_i
to no less than five hundred volumes, which have all perished,
except a treatise De Lingtta Latina and one De Re -}_ustiea.
Of the former of these, which is addressed to Ctcero, three books

at the beginning are also lost. It appears from the introduction
of the fourth book, that they all related to etymology. The first
contained such observations as miffht be made against it ; thu
iecond, such as might be made in its favour ; and the third, obser-
vtttions upon it. He next proceeds to investigate the origin o_

1 He who has a devoted admiration of Cicero, may be sure that I_
has mael_ no slight p_ofieieney himself



_6 _EU.'k_KS ON Till" LIFE .k_D TJMES OF

Latin words. In the fourth book, he traces those which re]ate
to place, in the fifth, those connected with the idea of time ; and
in the sixth, the ori,rin of both these classes, as they ,_ppear in
the writings of the _oets. The seventh book is empioyed on de-
clension ; in which the author enters upon a minute and exten-
sive enquiry, comprehending a variety of acute and profound ob-
servations on the ibrmation of Latin 1suns, and their respective
natural declinations from the nominative case. In the eighth, he
examines the nature and hmits of usage and analogy in language;
and in the ninth and last book on the subject, takes a general
view of what is the reverse of analogy, viz. anomaly. The pre-
cision and perspicuity which Varro displays in this work merit
the highest encomiums, and justify the character given him in his
own time, of being the most learned of the Latm grammarians.
2"0 the loss of the first three books, are to be added several
chasms in the others ; but fortunately they happen in such places
as not to affect the coherency of the author's d,)ctru,e, though
they interrupt the illustration of it. It is observable that this
_._reat grammarian makes use of _uom for guns, heis for ]*i*, and
_-nerally _ueis for _uibus. This practice having become rather
c,bs.olete at the time in which he wrote, we must impute his con-
tinuance of it to his opinion of its propriety, upon its established
prmciples of grammar, and not to any prejudice of education, or
an aflbctation of singularity. As _arro makes no mention of
C_esar's treatise on Analogy, and had commenced author long be-
tbre him, it is probable that C_esar's production was of a much
later date ; and thence we may infer, that those two writers dif-
fered from each other, at least with respect to some particulars
on that subject

This author's treatise ])e Re _R_sHca was undertaken at the

desire of a friend, who, having purchased some lands, requested
of Varro the favour of his instructmns relative to farmmg, and
the economy of a country life, in its various departments.
Though Varro was at this time in his ei_ntmth year, i_e writes
with all the vivacity, though without tile. levity_, of' 3"outh,_ and.
sets out with invoking, not the Muses, like Homer and Ennms,
as he observes, but the twelve deities supposed to be chiefly con-
cerned in the operations of agriculture. It appears from the
account which he gives, that upwards of fifty Greek authors had
treated of this subject in prose, besides ttesmd and _Ienecrates
the Ephesian, who both wrote in verse; exclusive likewise of• _ fr' " -
many R,_raan writers, and of Mago the Cartha_mmn, _ he wrote
in tile Punic language. Varro's work is divided into three books,
the first of which treats zf affriculture ; the ,,econd. of rearing ot
,attic i and the third, of feeding animals re, the use of the tabl$.
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In the last of these, we meet with a remarkable ;.nstance of the
prevalence of habit and fashion over human sentiment, where
the author delivers instructions relative to the best method of
fau,'mnff rats.

_Ve fi,_d from Quintihan, that _arro likewise composed satires
in var_,_us kinds of verse. It is impossible to behold the muuc-
rous fragments of this venerable author without feeling the
_rongest rezrct for the loss of that vast collection of information
which ht. had compiled, and of judicious observations which he
had m'_de on a var,ety of subjects, during a life of eighty-eight
years, almost entirely devoted to literature. The remark of St.
Aug-ustine is _ eli founded, That it is astomshing how Varro, who
read such a nmnber of books, could find time to compose so many
volumes ; and how he who composed so many volumes, could ICe
at leisure to peruse such a variety of books, and to gata so much
htcrarv mforma/ion.

Catullus is said to have been born at Verona, of respectable
parents ; his father and himself beinff in the habit of intimacy
with Julius Caesar. He was brought to Rome by 3Iallins. to
whom several of his epi._rams are addressed. The gentleness el
his manners, and his applicat,on to study, we are told, recom-
mended him to genera/esteem ; and he l_ad the good fortune to
obtain the patronage of C_cero. When he came to be known as
a poet, all these circumstances would naturally contribute to m-
crease his reputatmu for ingenuity ; and accordingly we find his
genius applauded by several of his contemporaries. It appears
that his works are not transmitted entire to posterity ; but there
remain sufficient specimens by which we may be enabled to up.
preciate his poetical talents.

Quintilian, and Drained the grammarian, have ranked Catullus
amongst the iambic writers, while others have i_laced him
amou_.st the lyric. He h_ properly a ela,m to eacu of th,,,e
stations ; bu(his versification being chiefly iambic, the form_.r
of the arrangements seems to be the most suitable. The prm.c_-
pal merit of Uatullus's Iambics consists in a simplicity of thou_zht
and expression. The thoughts, however, are often frivolous, aJ,d,
what is vet. more reprehensible, the author gives way to gross
obscenity _ in vindication of wh,eh, lie produces the foll_,wmg
couptet.'declarin_ that a good poet ought to be chaste in his own
person, but that his ver_es need not be so.

Nam castum esse decet pium poStara
Ipsum • versicalos nihfl necesse est.

This sentiment has been frequently cited by those who were
inclined to follow the example of Catullus ; bu[ if such a pra_

be in any case admissible, it is only where the poet pcrsona:_
r2
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s prnfligate character ; and the instances in which it is adopted by
Catullus are not of that description. It had perhaps been a bette_
apology, to have pleaded the manners of the times_; for even Ho-
race. who wrote only a few years after, has suffered his compo-
siuons to be occasionally debased by the same kind of blemish.

Much has been said of this poet's invective against Ca*sar,
which produced no other effect than an invitation to sup at the
dlctator's house. It was indeed scarcely entitled to the honour
of the smallest resentment. If any could be ihewn, it must
have been for the freedom used by the author, and not for any
novelty in his lampoon. There are two poems on this subject,
viz. the twenty-ninth and fifty-seventh, in each of which Cmsar
is joined with_M:amurra, a :Roman knight, who had acquired _Teat
riches in the Gallic war. ]_or the honour of Catultus's gratitude,
we should suppose that the latter is the one to which histor,ans
allude : but, as poetical compositions, they are equally unworthy
of re_ard. The fifty seventh is nothing more than a broad re-
petition of the raillery, whether well or ill founded, with _vhieh
C_sar was attacked on various occasions, and even in the senate,

after his return ii'om Bithynia. C_esar had been taunted with
this subject for upwards of thirty years ; and after so long a fa-
mlharity with reproach, his sensib_itv to the scandalous imputa.
tton must now have been much diminished, if not ent_rety extin.
guishcd. The other poem is partly in the same strain, bu_

extended to greater length,, by a mixture of common jocular ri-
baldry of the :Roman soldiers, expressed nearly in the same terms
whic}] Cmsar's legions, though strongly attached to his person,
scrupled not to sport publicly in the streets of ]{ome, against
thelr general, during the cele_oration of his triumph. In a word,
it deserves to be regarded as an effusion of Saturnalian licen-
tiousness, rather than of poetry. _Vith respect to the Iambics
of Catullus, we may observe in general, that the sarcasm is in-
debted for its force, not so much to ingenu_y of sentiment, as to
the indelicate nature of the subject, or coarseness of expression.

The descriptive poems of Catullus are superior to the others,
and discover a lively imagination. Amongst the best of his pro-
ductions, is a translation of the celebrated ode of Sappho :

Ille mi par esse Deo videtur,

l_mc ode m e_D_ed both with spirit and elegance ; it is, how-
ever, maperfect ; and the last stanza seems to be spurious. Ca-
tuUus's epigrams are entitled to little praise, with regard either
to sentiment or point ; and on the whole, his merit, as a poe_, ap-
pears to have been magnified beyond its real extent, ]_e is said
to have died about the thirtieth year of his age.



Lucretius is the author of a celebrated poem, in six books, D_
l_rum__atztra; a subject which had been treated many ages before
by :Empedocles, a philosopher and poet of Agrigentum. Lucre-
tius was a zealous partizan of Democritus, and the sect of Epi-
curus, whose principles concerning the eternity of matter, the
materiality of the soul, and the non-existence of a future state of
rewards and punishments, he affects to maintain with a certainty
equal to that of mathematical demonstration. Strongly prepos-
sessed with the hypothetical doctrines of his master, and[ ignorant
of the physical system of the universe, he endeavours to dedueo
from the t)henor_ena of the material world conclusions not only
_msupported by legitimate theory, but repugnant to the principles
of the highest anthori_ in metaphysical disquisition. But while
we condemn his speculative notions as degrading to human na-
ture, and subversive of the most important interests of mankind,
we must admit that he has prosecuted his visionary hypothesis
with uncommon ingenuity. Abstracting from it the rhapsodical
nature of this production', and its obscurity in some parts, it has
great merit as a poem. The style is elevated, and the versifiea,
tion in general harmonious. By the mixture of obsolete words,
zt possesses an air of solemnity well adapted to abstruse re-
searches ; at the same time that by the frequent resolution of
diphthongs, it instils into the Latin the sonorous and melochous
powers of the Greek language.

While Lucretius was engaged in this work, he fell into a state
of insanity, occasioned, as is supposed, by a philtre, or love-

_potion, g_ven him by his wife Lueilia. The complaint, however,
having lucid intervMs, he employed them in the execution of his
plan. and. soon after it was finished, laid wolent hands upon hilts-
self, in the fortv-third year of his a_e. This fatal termination of
his life, which t_erhaps proceeded from insanity, was ascribed by
his friends and admirers to his concern for the banishment of one

Memmius, with whom he was intimately connected, and for tho
distracted state of the republic. It was, however, a catastrophe

which the principles of :Epicurus, equall_r erroneous and irrecon-
cilable to resignation ancL fartitude, authorized in particular etr-
cumstances. :Even Atticus, the celebrated correspondent of Ci-
cero, a few years after this period, had recourse to the same
desperate expedient, by refusing_ all sustenance, while he laboured
under a lingering disease.

It is said that Cicero revised the poem of Lucretius after the
death of the author, and this circumstance is urged by the abet-
tots of atheism, as a proof that the principles contained in the
work had the sanction of his authority. But no inference in fa-
vour of LuzretiuJ's doctrine can justly be drawn from this cir,
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cumstancc. Cicero, though already sufficiently acquainted with
the principles of the Epicurean sect, might not be averse to the
perusal of a production, whmh collectedaud enforced them in a
nervous strain of poetry ; especially as the work was hkely to
prove interesting to his'friend Attieus, and would perhaps afford
subject for some letters or conversation between them. It can
have been only with reference to composition that the poem was
submitted to Cicero's revisal : for had he been required to ex-
ermse his judgment upon its principles, he must undoubtedly
have so much mutilated the work, as to destroy the coherency of
the system, tie might be gratified with the shew of elaborate
research, and confident declamation, which it exhibited, but he
must have utterly disapproved of the conclusions which the
author endeavoured to establish. According to the best infor-
maUon, Lucretius died in the year from the building of :Rome
701, when Pompey was the thud time consul. Cwero heed seve-
ral years bevond this period, and in the two last years of his life,
he composea those valuable works which contain sentiments &a-
metmcally repugnant to the visionary system of Elucurus. The
argument, therefore, drawn from Cicero's revisal, so far from con-
firming the principle of Lucretius, ai][brds the stren_,,.st tarot
_eclaration against their validity ; because a period suflk'ient fi,r
mature consideration had elapsed, before Cwero pubh-hcd his
own admirable system of philosophy. The poem or' Lu,'retius,
nevertheless, has been regarded as the buhvark of ath,,_m--oI
atheism, which, while it impiously arrogates the support of reason,
both reason and nature &selaim.

_-%[anymore writers flourished in this period, but their works
have totally perished. Sailust was now engaged in h.,storical
productions; but as they were not yet completed, the 3 ,_-ili be
noti_d in the next diviamn of the review.
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D. OCT,k_'IUS CzESAR AUGUSTUS.

I. Tna_ the family of the Oetavii was of the first distinction
in Velitra_, 1 is rendered evident by many circumstances. ]:or
in the most frequented part of the town, there was, not long
since, a street named the Oetavian ; and an altar was to be seen,
consecrated to one Octavius, who being chosen general in a war
with some neighbouring people, the enemy making a sudden
attack, while he was sacrificing to Mars, he immediately
snatched the entrails of the victim from off the fire, and offert._t
them half raw upon the altar; after which, marching out to
battle, tie r(,tumed victorious. This incld(.nt gave rise to a
law, by winch it was enacted, that in all luture times the en-
trails should be oflbred to Mars in the sam(, manner ; and the
rest of the victim be carried to the Octavii.

II. This family, as well as several hi P_ome, was admitted.
into the senate by Tarquinius Priscus, and soon afterwards
placed by Scrviua Tuilius among the p'ttricians ; but in proccss
,f time it transfi.rred itself to the plebeian ordeL and, after the
lapse of a long interval, was restored bv Julius Cwsar to the
rank of patrici:ms. The first person of the family, raised by
the sufli'agt ,, of the pc/)ple to the rnagistracy, was Caius ltufus
][Ie obtained the quvcstorship, and had two sons, Cneius and
('.flus: from whom art. dcsccnded the two branches of the
Octavian tlm_ily, which have had very diflk.rcnt fortunes. Yvr
Cncius, and his d_,sccndants in uninterrupted succession, held
utl the hiah_,.q oftic(.s of the state : whilst Caius and his posterity,
whether fl'(,m ttwir eircumstane(,s or their choice, remained iu
the C(lm._trian ¢)rder until the father of Augustus. The great-
grandfit_her(,f Augustus served as a milita13"tribuneinthe second
]'nnic win" in Sicily. under the command of -/]_milius £appus.
tIis grandihther cont(_nted himself with bearing the public
ofl]c(,s of his r_wn muuieip,xlity, and grew old in the tranquil
ei_joyment of a_l ample patrimony. Such is the m.r,_,untgiven

I A town in 1he ancwnt _olseian territory, now called Veletn. |t
_nds on (he verge of the Pontine Mar_hea,on the road to Naple_.
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b) different authors. Augustus himself, however, tells us no-
thing more than that he was descended of an equestrian family,
both ancient and rich, of which his father was the first who
obtained the rank of senator. ]_ark Antony upbraidingly tells
him that his great-grandfather was a freedman of the territory
of Thurium, _ and a rope-maker, and his grandfather a usurer.
This is all the information I have any where met with, respect-
ing the ancestors of Augustus by the father's side.

III. His father Caius Octavius was, from his earliest years,
a person both of opulence and distinction : ibr which reason I
am surprised at those who say that he was a money-dealer, _
and was employed in scattering bribes, and canvassing for the
candidates at elections, in the Campus Martins. For being
bred up in all the affluence of a great estate, "he attained with
ease to honourable posts, and discharged the duties of them
with much distinction. After his prmtorship, he obtained by
lot the province of Macedonia ; in his way to which he cut off
some banditti, the relics of the armies of Spartacus and Catiline,
who had possessed themselves of the territory of Thulium;
having received from the senate an extraordinary commission
for that purpose. In his government of the province, he con-
ducted himself with equal justice and resolution ; for he de-
feated the Bessians and Thracians in a great battle, and treated
the allies of th_ republic in such a manner, that there are ex-
tant letters from M. Tullius Cicero, in which he advises and
exhorts his brother Quintus, who then held the proconsulship
of Asia with no great reputation, to imitate the example of his
neighbour Octavius, in gaining the affections of the allies of
Rome.

IV. After quitting Macedonia, before he could declare him-
self a candidate for the consulship, he died suddenly, leaving
behind him a daughter, the elder Octavia, by Ancharia; and
another daughter, Octavia the younger, as well as Augustus,
by _A_tia. who was the daughter of Marcus Atins Balbus, and
5ulia, sister to Caius Julius Cmsar. Balbus was, by the fhther's

1 Thurium was a territory in Magna Gr_._. on the coast, near Tarent_rn.
2 Argentarius; a banker, one who dealt in exchanging money, as well

as lent tfis own funds at interest to borrowers. As a class, they posses.q_i
|r_t wealth, and were persons of consideration in Rome at tbas penoek
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_ide, of a family who were natives of Ariel% _ and many of

whom had been in the senate. By the mother's side he was
nearly related to Pompey the Great; and after he had borne
the office of prmtor, was one of the twenty commissioners ap-
pointed by tile Julian law to divide file land in Campania

among tile pet)tile But Mark Antony, treating with contempt
Augu_tus's descent even by the mother's side, s:tys that his
great grand-fi_ther wa_ of African descent, and at one time kept
a pertumcr's shop, and at another, a bake-house, in Aricia.
And Cassius of l'arma, in a letter, taxes Augustu_ with being

the son not only of a baker, but a usurer. These are his words :
" Thou art a lump of thy mother's meal, which a money-
changer of _'erulum taking from the newest b_tke-house of
Aricia, kneaded into some shape, with his hands 'all discoloured

by the fingering of money."

V. Augustus was born in the consulship of M_cus Tullius
Cicero and Caius Antonius, _ upon the ninth of the ealt.nds of

October [the 23rd September], a little before sunrise, in the
quarter of the Palatine Hill, 3and the stret.t called The Ox-

Heads, 4 where now stands a chapel dedicated to him, and built
a little after his death. For, as it is recorded in the proceed°
ings of the senate, when Caius L_etorius, a young man of a
patrician family, in pleading before the senators for a lighter

sentence, upon his being convicted of adultery, alleged, b_,sides
his youth and quality, that he was the possessor, and as it were
the guardian, of the ground which the Divine Augustus first

touched upon his coming into the world ; and entreated that

i Now Laricia. or Rieeia. a towm of the Campagna di Roma, on the
Appian Way, about ten miles from Rome.

2 A.u.c. 691. A.c. (hefore Christ) 61.
3 The Palatine hill was not only the first seat of the colony of Romulu%

but gave its name to the first and principal of the four reql.on_into which
the city was divided, from the time of Servms Tulhus. the slxth king of
Rome, to that of Augustus ; the others being the Suburra, Esquihna, and
Colhna.

4 There were seven streets or quarters in the Palatine reg-inn, one of
'_-hich was called " Ad Capua Buhula_" either from the butchers' stalls
at whmh ox-heads are h_mg up for sale, or from _he_r being sculptured on
some edifice. Thus the remains of a fortlficatmn near the tomb of Cecilia
MeteUa are now called Cw2odi Bore, from the arms of thr Ga4t_fi famdy
ov_ the gate.
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he might find favour, for the sake of that deity, who wa_ in a
peculiar manner his ; an act of the senate was passed, for the
consecration of that part of his house in which Augustus was
born.

_rI. His nursery is shewn to this day, in a villa belonging
to the family, in the suburbs of ¥elitrm ; being a very small
place, and much like a pantry. An opinion prevails in the
neighbourhood, that he was also born there. Into this plae_
no person presumes to enter, unless upon necessity, and with
great devoti,Jn, fi'om a belief, for a long time prevalent, that
such as rashly enter it are seized with great horror and con-
sternation, mFbieh a short while since was confirmed by a re-
markable incident. _'or when a new inhabitant of the house

had, either by mere chance, or to t_" the truth of the report,
taken up his lodging in _bat apartment, in the course of the
night, a few hours afterwards, he was thrown out by some sud-
den violence, he knew not how, and was ibund in a state of
stupefaction, _4th the coverlid of his bed, beibre the door of
the chamber.

VII. While he was yet an infant, the surname of Thurinus
was given him, in memory of the birth-place of his tamily,
or because, soon after he was born, his father Octavius had
been successful against the fugitive slaves, in the country ne_
Thurium. That he was surnamed Thurinus, I can affirm upon
good ibundation, for when a boy, I had a small bronze statue
of him, with that name upon it in iron letters, nearly effaced
by age, which I presented to the emperor, _by whom it is now
revered amongst the other tutelary deities in his chamber, tie
is also often ealied Thurinus contemptuously, by Mark Antony
in his letters ; to which he makes only this reply : "I am sur-
prised that my former name should be made a subject of re-
proach." He afterwards assumed the name of Caius Cmsar,
and then of Augustus ; the former in compliance with the will
of his great-uncle, and the latter upon a motion of 3lunatius
Planeus in the senate. For when some proposed to confer
upo_ him the name of Romulus, as being, in a manner, a second
foltader of the city, it was resolved that he should rather be
called Augustus, a surname not only new, but of more dignity,
beea,_e places devoted to religion, and those in which anythinti

Adrian, to whom Suetonius was sec_rctary.
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t_ consecrated by augury, are denominated august, either from
the word auctus, signifying augmentation, or ab a.vium 9est,,
tlusture, from the flight and feeding of birds ; as appears from
this verse of Ennius :

When glorious Romeby august augury was built.!

VIII. IIe lost his father when he was only four years of
age ; and, in his twelfth year, pronounc(_d a fum,ral oration in
praise of his grand-mother Julia. Four years afterwards,
having assumed the robe of manhood, hc was honoured with
several military rewards by C_esar in his African triumph,
although he took no part in the war, on account of his youth.
Upon his unclJs expt,didon to Spain ag_fiust tile sons of Pom-
ps'y, he was followed by his nephew, although he was scarcely
recovered from a dangerous sickness; and after being ship-
wrecked at sea, and travelling with very few att,.ndants through
roads that were infested with the enemy, he at last came up
with him. This activity gave great satisfaction to his uncle,
who soon conceived an increasing affection for him, on account
of such indications of character. After the sut_jugation of
Spain. while Cmsar was meditating an expedition against the
I)aeians and P_Lrthians, he was sent betbre him to Apollonia,
where he applied himself to his studies; until receiving in-
telligence that his uncle was murden_d, and that he was ap-
pointed his heir, he hesitated for some time whether he shouhl
call to his aid the legions stationed in the neighbottrhood ; but
he abandom,d the design as rash and premature. ]:[owever, re-
turning to l_,)me, he took possession of his inheritance, although
his mother was apprehensive that such a measure might be at-
tended with danger, and his step-father, Marcius 1)hilippus, a
man of consular rank, very earnestly dissuaded him from it.
From this time, collecting together a strong milit:_ry forct,, he
first held the governmcnt in conjunction with Mark Antony
and Marcus Lepidus, then with Antony only, for nearly twelve
years, and at last in his own hands during a period of' ibur and
forty.

IX. Having tiros given a very. short summary, of his life, I
shall prosecute the scver_fl parts of it, not in order of time.
but arranging his acts into distinct classes, for the sake _[

Augus_o augurio postquam iuclyta condl_aRoma est,
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perspicuity. He was engaged in five civil wars, namely.
those of Modena, Philippi, l_erugia, Sicily, and Actium; the
first and last of which were against Antony, and the second
against Brutus and Cassius ; the third against Lucius Antonius,
the triumvir's brother, and the foturth against Sextus Pom-
peins, the son of Cneins Pompeius.

X. The motive which gave rise to all these wars was the
opinion he'entertained that both his honour and interest were
concerned i_i revenging the murder of his uncle, and maintain-
ing the state of affairs he had established. Immediately after
his return from Apollonia, tie formed the design of taking ibr-
eible and unexpected measures against Brutus a_d Cassius;
but they having foreseen the danger and made their escape, he
resolved to i,roceed against them by an appeal to the laws in
their absence, and impeach them ibr the murder. In the
mean time, those whose province it was to prepare the sports
in honour of C_esar's last victory in the civil war, not daring
to do it, he undertook it himself. And that he might carry
into effect his other designs with greater authority, tie declared
himself a candidate in the room of a tribune of the people
who happened to die at that time, although he was of a patrician
family, and had not yet been in the senate. But the consul_
Mark Antony, from whom he had expected the greatest assist-
ance, opposing him in his suit, and even refusing to do him so
much as common justice, unless gratified with a large bribe,
he went over to the party of the nobles, to whom he perceived
Sylla to be odious, chiefly for endeavouring to drive Decius
Brutus, whom he besieged in the town of Modena, out of the
province, which had been given him by C_esar, and confirmed
to him by the senate. At the instigation of persons about
him, he engaged some ruffians to murder his antagonist; but
the pl.,t being discovered, and dreading a similar attempt upon
himself, he gained over Cresar's veteran soldiers, by distributing
among them all the money he could collect. Being now com-
missioned by the senate to command the troops he had gathered,
with the rank of printer, and in conjunction with Hirtius
and Pansa, who had accepted the consulship, to carry assist-
ance to Deeius Brutus, he put an end to the war by two
battles m three months. Antony writes, that in the ibrmer of
these he ran away, and two days afterwards made his al_l_car-
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anee without his general's cloak and his horse. In the laB*,
battle, however, it is certain that he performed tile part not
only of a general, but a soldier ; for, in the heat of tile battle,
when the standard-bearer of his legion was severely wounded,
he took the eagle upon his shoulders, and carried it a long
time.

XI. In this war, _ ttirtins being slain in battle, and Pansa
dying a short time afterwards of a wound, a report wa_ circu-
lated that they both were killed through his mrans, in order
that, when Antony fled, the republic having lost its consuls,
he might have the victorious armies entirely at his own com-
mand. The death of Pansa was so fully believed to have been
caused by undue means, that Glyeo, his surgeon, was placed in
custody, on a suspicion of having poisoned his wound. And
to this, Aquilius Niger adds, that he killed _irtius, the other
consul, in the confusion of the battle, with his own hands.

XII. But upon intelligence that Antony, after his defeat,
had been received by Marcus Lepidus, and that the rest of the
generals and armies ha_l all declared for the senate, he, with-
out any hesitation, deserted from the party of the nobles --
alleging as an excuse for his conduct, the actions and sayings
of severed amongst them; for some said, "he was a mere
boy," and others threw out, " that he ought to be promoted
to honours, and cut off," to avoid the making any suitable ac-
knowledgment either to him or the veteran legions. And the
more to testify his regret for having before attached himself
to the other faction, he fined the _ursini in a large sum of
money, which they were unable to pay, and then expelled
them from the town, for having inscribed upon a monument,
erected at the public charge to their countrymen who were
slain in the battle of Modena, "That they fell in the cause
of liberty."

XII:I. Having entered into a confederacy with Antony and
Lepidus, he brought the war at Philippi to an end in two
bottles, although he was at that time weak, and suffering from
sickness3 In the first battle he w_ driven lrom his camp_

' _..u¢-71_ '_ _.v.c. 71£
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tad with some difficulty made his escape to the wing of the
army commanded by Antony. And now, intoxicated with
success, he sent the head of Brutus' t,, be cast at tile foot of

C_esar's statue, and treated the most illustrious of the prison-
ers not only with cruelty, but with abusive language : insomuch
that he is said to have answered one of dram who humbly
intreatt_t that at h.ast he might not remain mlburied, "That
will be in the power of tile birds." Two others, father and
son, who begged for their lives, he ordered t,_ cast lots which
of them sh(_uld live, or settle it between themselves by the
sword; aml was a spectator of both their th.aths: for the
rather offering his lifb to save his son, and being accordingly
executed, the son likewise killed himst,lt' nl,on the _p,_t. On
this aeeo,mt, the rest of the prisoners, and am,ingot them
-_[arcus Favonms, Cato's rival, being led u t, in fetters, after
they had saluted Antony, the general, with much respect, re-
viled O,.tavius in the fo_flest language. After this victory,
dividing between them the offices of the state, Mark Antony s
undert,_k to restore order in the east, whih- Cmsar conducted
the veteran s,_ldiers back to Italy, and settl_.d them in colonies
on thehmds belonging to the municlpalitl,s. But he had the
misfortune to pl,.ase neither the soldiers n,,_ the owners of the
lands; one party complaining of the re.justice done them, in
beingviulently ejected t_om their posse*stuns, and the other,
that they were not rewarded according to their merit2

XIV. At this time he obliged Lucius Antony, who, presum-
ing upon his own authority as consul, and his br-ther's power,
was raising new commotions, to fly to Perugia, and tbrced him,
by famine, to surrender at last, although not without having
been exp,,sed t_ great hazards, both bclbre the war and during
its continuance. For a common soldier having got into the
I_eats of the equestrian order in the theatre, at the public
spectacles, Cmsar ordered him to be rcm,_v,,d by an officer;
and a rumour being thence spread by his enemies, that he had

] After being defi*ated in the second engagement, Brutu_ retired to a
hil., and sh,w hunself m the night.

' The trmmvm There were three distingm,hed breathers ()f the name
of &ntony ; Mark, the consul ; Cams, _ho _,_, printer; and Lucius, a
tribune of the people.

V]rg,1 was one of the fugitives, having narrow b escaped being k_l!ed
IDythe celturion Ano ; and being ejected from h,, farm. Eclog. i.
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put the man to death by torture, the soldiers flocked together
so much enraged, that he narrowly escaped with his life. The

only thing that saved him, was the sudden appearance of the
man, safe and sound, no violence having been ofl'ered him.
And whilst he was sacrificing undtn" the walls of Pcrugia, he

nearly fell into the hands of a body of gladiators, _ ho sallied
out of tile town.

XV. After tim taking of t)erugia, _ he scn_.cneed a great
number of the prisoners to death, making only one reply to all
who implored pardon, or endeavoured to excuse themselves,
"You must die." Some authors write, that three hundred of

the two orders, selected t_om the rest, were slanghtcred, like
victims, before an altar raised to Julius Cvesar, upon the ides

of March _15th At,rll ]) _:ay, there are some who relate,
that he entered upon the war with no other view, than that
his secret enemies, and those whom fear more than aiibction 4P

kept quiet, might be detected, by declaring themselves, now

they had an opportunity, with Lucius Antony at their head ;
and that having dcl_ated them, and confiscated their estates,

he might be enabled to fulfil his promises to the veteran
soldiers.

XYI. ]te soon commenced the Sicilian war, but it was

protracted by various delays during a long period ;3 at one time
ibr the purpose of repairing his fleets, which he lost twice by
storm, even in the summer ; at another, while patching up a
peace, to which he was forced by the clamours of the people, in

consequence of a fi_mine occasioned by Pompey's cutting off the
supply of corn by sea. :But at last, having built a new fleet,
and obtained twen_" thousand manumitted slaves, 4 _ho were
given him for the oar, he formed the Julian harbour at ]_aim,

by letting the sea into the Luerine and Averman lakes; and
having exercised his forces there during the whole winter, he
defeated Pompey betwixt Mylm and _'aulochus; although

A.u.{:. 714.
"The anmversarv of Julius Ctesar's death, s A.v.c 712--718,
• The Romax_ "employed slaves in their _ars oixl) in cases of great

emergency, al,l w't[ much reluctance. After the great slaughter at the
battle of Cam,u', eight thousand were bougln and armed by the re-
pubhc. Aug_stus _as the flint who manum_ued them, and employed
them aa rower_ m h_ galliea.



just as _hc engagemel_t commenced, he sudclen]y fellinto ,_ucha
profound sleep, that his friends were obliged to wake him ta
give tile si_,m_d. This, I suppose, gave occasion for Antony's re-
proa_h : " You were not able to take a clear view of the fleet,
when drawn up in line of battle, but lay stupidly upon your
back, gazing at the sky : no, did you get up and let your men
see you, until Marcus Agrippa had forced the enemies' ships
to sheer off." Othc.rs imputed to him both a saying and an
action which were indefbnsible ; for, upon the loss of his fleets
by storm, he is reported to have said: "I will conquer in spite
of Neptune ;" and at the next Circensian games, he would
not _ufibr the statue of that God to be carried in procession ai
usual. Indeed he scarcely ever ran more or greater risks in
any of his wars than in this. Having transported part of
his army to Sicily, and being on his return for the rest, he
was unexpectedly attacked by Demochares and Apollophanes,
Pompey's admix'As, from whom he escaped with great diffi-
culty, and with one ship _nly. Likewise, as he was travelling
on foot through the Locrian territory to Rhegium, seeing two
of Pompey's vessels passing by that coast, and supposing them
to be his own, he went down to the shore, and was very
nearly taken prisoner. On this occasion, as he was making
his escape by some bye-ways, a slave belonging to AEmilius
Paulus, who accompanied him, owing him a grudge for the
proscription of Paulus, tae father of _milius, and thinking
he had now an opportunity of revenging it, attempted to as-
sassinate him. After the defeat of Pompey, one of his col-
leagues,' Marcus Lepidus, whom he had summoned to his aid
from Africa, affecting great superiority, because he was at the
head of twenty legions, and claiming for himself the principal
management of affairs in a threatening manner, he divested
him of his command, but, upon his humble submission, granted
him his life, but banished him for life to Circeii.

X¥II. The alliance between him and Antony, which had
always been precan°us, often interrupted, and ill cemented by
repeated reconciliations, he at lazt entirely dissolved. _ And
to make it know-a to the world how far Antony had degeae_

i In tiaetriumvirate, consisting of Augustus, MarkAntony, and Lepielm,
i A._.v 723.
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rated from patriotic feehngs, he caused a willof his, which
had been left at Rome, and in which he had nominated Clc.o-
patra's children, amongst others, as his heirs, to be opt.ned
and read in an assembly of the people. Yet upon his t,eing
declared an enemy, he sent to him all his relations and friends,
among whom were Caius Sosius and Titus D,_mitins, at that
time eonsuts. He likewise spoke favourably in public of the
people of Bolog_na, for joining in the as_ciation with the rest
of Italy to support his cause, because they had, in ibrmer
times, b_.en under the protection of the fanfiiy uf tile Antonii.
And not long afterwards he defeated him in a naval engagt--
merit near Actium, which was prolonged to _ late an hour,
that, after tht. victory, he was obliged to sleep on board his
ship.'--:From Actium he went to the isle of Samos to winter;
but being alarmed with the accounts of a mutiny amongst the
s,Adiers he had selected from the main body of' iris army st_nt to
Brundisium after the victory, who insist_'d on their being re-
warded tbr their service and discharged, tie returned to lta!v.
In his passage thither, he encountered two violent storms, the
first between the promontories of l'eloponnesus and 2Etoh:_,
and the. other about the Cerauniau mountains : in both whict_

a part of his Liburnian squadron was sunk. the spars and rig-
gang of iris own ship carried away, and the rudder broken in
pieces. He remained only twenty-seven days at Brundisium,
until the demands of the soldiers were settled, and then
went, by way of Asia and Syria, to Egypt, where laying siege
to Ah,xandria, whither Antony had fled with Cleopatra, ha
made himself master of it in a short time. He drove Antony to
kill himself_ after he had used every effort to obtain conditions
of peace, and he saw his corpse? Cleopatra he anxiously
wished to save for his triumph ; and when she was suppost d
to have been bit to death by an asp, he sent for the Psytli _ to

There is no other authority for Augustus having viewed Anton)'s
corpse. Plutarch informs us, that on hearing his death, Augustus re-
ared into the interior of his tent, and wept over the fate of his colleague
and friend, his associate in so many former struggles, both in war and
the administration of affairt.

s The poison proved fatal, as every, one knows, see Velleius, ii. 27 ;
Florus,iv. II. The Psylli were a people of Africa,celebrated for suckn,g
the poison from wounds inflicted by serpents, with _hich that country
anciently abounded. They pretended to he endowed with an anudotv,
which rendered their bodies insensible to the virulence of that specter

Q



endeavour to suck out the poison. He allowed th(-m to 1)e
buried together in the same grave, and ordered a mausoleum,
bcg,m by themselves, to be complett,d. The eldest of Antony's
two sons by }'ulvia he commanded to be taken by force from
the statue of Julius Cmsar, to which be had fled, after many
fruitless supplications for his life. and put him to death.
The same fate attended Cmsario, Cleopatra's son by Cmsar, as
he pretended, who had fled for his liib, but was retaken.
The children which Antony had by Ch.()patra he saved, and
brought up and cherished in a manner suitable to their rank,
just as if they had been his own relations.

XY-III. At this time he had a desire to see tile sarcophagus
and body of Alexander the Great, which, fbr that purpose,
wcrc taken out of the cell in which they rested :_ and after
viewing them for some time, he paid honours to the memory of
that prince, by offering a golden crown, and scattering flowers
upon the body. * Being asked if he wished to see the tombs
of the Ptolemios also ; he replied, "I wish to see a king, not
dead men. ''8 Me reduced Egypt into the ibrm of a province ;
and to render it more fertile, and more capable of supplying
]come with corn, he employed his army to scour the canals,
into which the Nile, upoa its rise, discharges itself ; but which
,luring a long series of years had become ndarly choked up
with mud. To perpetuate the glory of his victory at Actium,
he built the city of h'icopolis on that part of the coast, and
,.stablished games to be celebrated there every five years ; en-
larging likewise an old temple of Apollo, he ornamented with
naval trophies 4 the s_ot on which he had p]tci_ed his camp,
and consecrated it to _eptune and Mars.

p_,son; and the ignorance of those times gave credit to the physical im-
m,mity which they arrogated. But Celsus, who fiouri,hed about fifty
years after the period we speak of, has exploded the vulgar prejudice
_,]n(.hprevailed in their favour. He justly observes, that the venom of
sere'eats, hke some other kinds of poison, proves noxious only when aW
phed to the naked fibre ; and that, providedthere is no ulcer in the gums
or palate, the poison may be received into the mouth with perfect safety.

i Strabo informs us that Ptolemy caused it to be depositedin a golden
sarc_q,hagus,_hich was afterwardsexchanged for one of glass, in whmh
probably Augustussaw the remains.

2 A custom of all ages andof people the most remote from each othe_
a Meaning the degenerate race of the Ptolomean kings.
4 The navaltrophieswere formedofthepro_sofsi,_



XIX. He lfterwards t quashed several tumults and insur-
rections, as well as several conspiracies against his life, which
were discovered, by the confession of accomplices, before they
were ripe for execution ; and others subsequently. Such were
t}_ose oi the younger Lepidus, of Varro Murmna, and Fannius
Cml,io; then that of Marcus Egnatius, afterwards that of
Plautius Rufus, and of Lucius Paulus, his grand-daughter's
husband; and besides these, another of Lucius A_udasius, an
old feeble man, who was under prosecution for forgery; as
also of Asinins Epicadus, a Parthinian mongrel, 2 and at last
that of Telephus, a lady's prompter ;3 for he was in danger of
his life from the plots and conspiracies of some of the lowest
of the people against him. Audasius and Epicadus had formed
the design of carrying off to the armies his daughter Julia, mid
his grandson Agrippa, from the islands in which they were
confined. Telephus, wil_y dreaming that the governnnnt
was destined to him by the fates, proposed to fall both ui,,3I_
Octavius and the senate. _ay, once, a soldier's servant belong-
ing to the army in IUyricum, having passed the porters un.t,
served, was found in the night-time standing before his cham-
ber-door, armed with a hunting-dagger. Whether the person
was really disordered in the head, or only counterfeited mad-
ness, is uncert:fin ; for no confession was obtained from him by
torture.

XX. He conducted in person only two foreign wars: the
Dalmatian, whilst he was yet but a youth : and, after Antony's
final defeat, the Cantabrian. _e was wounded in the fbrmer
of these wars; in one battle he received a contusion in _hc
right knee from a stone--and in another, he was much hurt in

a.v.c. 721.
s Because his father was a l_toman and hi_ mother of the race of the

Parthini, an Illyrian tribe.
It was usual at Rome, before the elections, for the eandLdate, to en.

deavour to gain popularity by the usual arts. They would therefore go _o
the houses of the mtizens, shake hands wSth those they met, and address
them in a kindly manner. It being of great consequence, upon those
nccasions, to know the names of persons, they were co,nmonl._ attend, d
by a nomenclator, who whispered into their ears that informauoa, whercx er
it was wanted. Though thin kind of officer was generally an atteud.,,tt
on men, _e meet with instances of their having been hkewlse employed ,a
the service of lad_es ; either wllh the vtew of snrwng candidates to _ho m
they were allied, or of gaming the affectmns of the people.
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one leg and t_t]: arms, by the f, ll of a l_ridge} His otheT
_'ars he earrit-d on by his lieutemmts ; but occasionally visited
,_-.: army, in some of the wars of Pannonia and Germany, or
re_rosined at no great distance, proceeding from Rome as far
as l_vcnna, Mii_m, or Aquileia.

X_XI. tie conquered, however, partly in per_n, and partly
by his lieutenants, Cantabria, * Aquitania and Pannonia, _ Dal-
matia, with all Illyricum and Rh_etia,* besides the two Alpine
nations, the _indelici and the Salassii. _ He also checked the
incursions of the Dacians, by cutting off three of their generals
with vast armies, and drove the Germans beyond the river
Elbe ; r_'moving two other tribes who submitted, the Ubii and
Sicambri, into Gaul, and settling them in the country border-
ing on the Rhine. Other nations also, which broke into
revolt, he reduced to submission. But he never made war
npon any nation without just and necessary cause ; and was so
far from being ambitious either to extend the empire, or ad-
vance his own military glory, that he obliged the chiefs of
some barbarous tribes to swear in the temple of Mars the
Avenger, 6 that they would faithfully observe their engage-
ments, and not violate the peace which they had implored.
Of some he demanded a new description of hostages, their
women, having found from experience that they cared little
for their men when given as hostages; but he always af-
forded them the means of getting back their hoste,:es when-
evt.r they wished it. Even those who engaged most frequently
and with the greatest perfidy in their rebellion, he never pun-
ished more severely than by sel_Iing their captives, on the terms

' Not a-bridge over a fiver, but a military engine used for gai_fing ad-
mittance into a fortress.

2 Cantabria, in the north of Spain, now the Basque province.
3 The ancient Paunonia includes H_ngary and part of Austria, Styfia

and Carnmla.

4 The Rbmtian Alps are that part of the chain bordering on the Tyrol.
6 The Vindelici principally occupied the country which is now the

kingdom of Bavaria; and the 8alassii, that part of Piedmont which in.
eludes the valley of Aost.

s The temple of Mars Ultor was erected by hug_stus in flflfilment of a
vow made b.v him at the battl_ of Phi-ippi. It stood in the Forum which
he '_..ut, meatmlted in chap. xxxix. There a-e no remains of either.
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of t] eir r.ot serving in any neigh_mring country, not :eing
released from their slavery beibre the expiration of thirty
years. By the character which he thus acquired, tbr virtue
and mJderation, he induced even the Indians and Scythians,
nations before kno_m to tile l(omans by report oMy, to solicit

his frit, ndship, and that of the Roman people, by ambassadors.
The Parthi_ms readily allowed his claim to Armenia ; restoring
a_ his demand, the standards which th( T had taken from Mar-
cus Crassus and Mark Antony, and oflhrlng him hostages be-
sides. Afterwards, when a contest arose between severM

pretenders to the crown of that king, tom, they refused to ac-
knowledge any one who was not chosen by him.

XXII. The temple oi 3anus Quirinus, whi_.h had been
shut twice only, from the era of the building of the city to

his own time, he closed thrice in a much short_.r period, having
established universal peace both by sea and land. tle twi,.-
entered the city with the honours of an Ovation, _ namely,

after the war of Philippi, and again after that of Sicily. tic
Lad also three curule triumphs* for his sever, victories iu

t ,, T_' Svatio was an inferior k:n.t of Triumph, _, anted m cases
vchere tb.e victory was not of great importance, or had been obtained
without difficulty. The general entered the city on foot or on horseback,
crowned with myrtle, not with laurel; and instead of bullocks, the saclv
rice was performed with a sheep, whence this proc_esaion aequared its
na me, ' ' -- 7"_Ont_O_t.

" The greater Triumph, in _-hich the vietorions general and his army
advanced hi solemn procession through the city to the Capitol, was the
highest military, honour which could be obtained in the Roman _lalc.
Foremost in the procession went musicians of various kinds, singing and
playing triumphal songs. Next were led the oxen to be sacrificed, ila_mg
their horns gilt, and their heads adorned with fillets and garlands. Then
in carriages were brought the spoils taken from the enemy_ statues, plc-
tures, plate, armour, gold and silver, mad brass ; with golden crowns, and
other gifts, sent by the allied and tributary states. The cal)ttve princes
and generals followed in chains, with their children and attendants, kite
them came the lictors, ha_ng their fasces wreathed with laurel, followc_t
by a great company of musicians and dancers dressed like Satyrs, and
wearing crowns of gold; in the midst of whom was one in a female
dress, whose business it was, with his looks and gestures, to insult the
vanquished. Next followed a long train of persons carrying perfumes.
Then came the victorious general, dressed in purple emr)roidered with

with a crown of laurel on his head, a branch of laurel in his right
, and in his left an ivory sceptre, with aa eagle no the top ; havm{t



Dalmatia at Actium. and Alexandria; each of which :asted

three days.

X_XIII. In all his wars, he never received any signal or
ignominious defeat, except twice in Germany, under his lieu-
tenants Loilius and Varus. The former indeed had in it more

of dishonour than disaster; but that of gurus threatened the

s_,curity of the empire itself; three legions, wit.b the com-

mander, his lieutenants, and all the auxiliaries, be::,g cut off.
L-pun receiving intelligence of this disaster, he gave orders

tbr keeping a strict watch over the city, to prevent any public
disturbance, and prolonged the appointments of the prefects
il_ the province.s, that the allies might be kept in order by ex-

perience of persons to whom they were used. He made a vow
to celebrate the great games in honour of Jupiter, Oi,timus ,
Maximus, " if he would be pleased to restore the state to more

prosperous circumstances." This had formerly been resorted
to in the Cimbrian and Marsian wars. In short, we are in-
tbrmed that he was in such consternation at this event, that

he let the hair of his head and beard grow for several months,

"rod sometimes knocked his head against the door-posts, crying
out, " O, Quintiiius Varus ! Give me back my legions !" And

hi_ face painted with vermilion, in the same manner as the statue of
Jupiter on festival days, and a golden Bu//a hanging on his breast, and
containing some amulet, or magical preservati_'e against envy. He stood
in a gihled vLarmt adorned w_th ivory, and drawn bv four white horses,
_o,uellme._ "_)yelephants, attended by his relations, and a great crowd of
clttzens, all in white. His chddren used to ride m the chariot with him ;
and that he m_ght not be too much e_ated, a slave, carrying a golden
crown sparkling with gems, s_o_l behind hnn, and frequently whispered
in his ear, ' Remember that thou art a man !' After the general, fol-
lowed the consuls and senators on foot, at least according to the apt)oint-
ment of Augustus ; for they formerly used to go before hml ihs Leyatl
and mihtary Tribunes commonly rode by h_s s_dc. The wctormus army,
horse and foot, came last, crowned with laurel, and decorated with the
gifts which they had received for their valour, staging their own and their
general's praises, hut sometimes throwing out rai|tenes against him ; and
often exclaiming, ' 1o Trmmphe i' in which they were joined by all the
emzeas, as they passed along. The oxen having been sacrificed, the
general gave a magnificent entertainment m tim Capuol to his fnendl
and the chmf men of the city ; after which he was conducted home by
th_ people, with music and a _ea_ numbel of lamps and mrc}.__"--
"J'ho_,son.



_er after, he observed the anniversary of this calamity, _ a
day of' sorrow and mourning.

X_XIV. In military af_irs he made many alterations, in-
troducing some pravtices entirely re,w, and reviving others,
which had become obsolete, lie maintained the strictest dis-
cipline among the troops ; and would not allow even his lieu-
tenures the hberty to visit their wives, except reluctantly,
and in the winter season only. A Roman knight having cut
off the thumbs of his two young sons, to render them in-
capable -f s_.rvlng in the wars, hc expend both him and his
estate t(t puhlie side, But upon observing the farmers of the
revenue very greedy for the purchase, he assigned him to a
fl'eedn|,qn of his own, that }to might send him into the country.,
and suffer him to retain his freedom. The tenth legion be-
coming mutinous, he disbanded it with ignominy; and did
the same by some others which petulantly demanded their
discharge; withholding from them the rewards usually he-
stowt<l on those who h_ served their stated time in the wars.

The cohorts which yielded their grmmd in time of action, he
dccim,_ted, and fed with harley. Centurions, as well as cam-
men sentinels, who deserted their posts when on guard, he
pm_ished with death. For other misdemeanors he inflicted
upon them various kinds of disgrace : such as obliging them
to stand all day before the prmtorium, sometimes in their
tunics only, and without their belts, sometimes to can T poks
ten feet long, or sods of turf.

XXV. After the conclusion of the civil wars, he never, in
any of his military harangues, or proclamations, addressed
them by the title of "1%lIow-soldiers," but as " Soldiers" only.
lh%rwould he suffer them to he otherwise called by his svns
or step-sons, when they were in command: judging the former
epithet to convey the idea of a degree of condescension the,re-
sistent with military discipline, the maintenance of order, and
his own majesty, and that of his house. Unless at Rome. in
case of incendiary fires, or under tim apprehension of publio
dizturbances during a scarmty of provisions, he never em-
ployed in his army slaves who had be_,n made freedmen,
except upon two occasions ; on one, for the security of the
_lonies bordering up,,u lllyricmu, and on the other, to guard



fle banks of the rlvcr Rhine. Although he oL]iged pers,-a.* o_
fortune, both m_de and f_,umle, to give up their slaves, and th,'y
received their manumission at once, yet he kept them together
under their own standard, unmixed with soldiers who w_re
better born, and armed likewise after different fashion. _Ii-
litary rewards, such as trappings, collars, and other decorations
of gold and silver, he distributed more readily than camp oi
mural crowns, which were reckoned more honourable than the
ibrmer. These he bestowed sparingly, without partiality,
and frequently even on common soldiers. He presented M.
Agrippa, after the naval eng_tgement in the Sicilian war, with
a sea-green banner. Thos_. who shared in the honours of a
triumph, although they had attended him in his expeditions,
and taken part in his victories, he judged it improper to dis-
tinguish by the usual rewards tbr service, bt,cause they had a
right themselves to grant such rewards to whom they pleased
lie though_ nothing more derogatory to the character of an
accomplished general than precipitancy and rashness; on
which account he had frequently in his mouth those proverbs :

Hasten slowly,
And

'AagaX,'l_:7_'lpi_r' d_iv_,,, _ _av¢ arjoar,}X_rrjf.
The caut_ot_scaptain's better than the bold.

And "That is done fast enough, which is done weI1 enough."
He was wont to say "also, that "a battle or a war ought

never to be undertaken, unless the prospt.ct of gain over-
h_'.lanced the fi_.ar of loss. ]_or," said he, "men who pursue
small advantages with no small hazard, resemble those who
fish with a golden hook, the loss of which, if the line should
lmppen to bre'tk, could never be compensated by all the f_h
they might take."

XXVI. lie was advance(l to pnhlic offices before the age
at which he was legally qualified tbr them ; and to s_)me, also,
of a new kind, and ibr life. He seized the consulship in the
twentieth year of his age, quartering his legions in a threat-
ening manner near the city, and sending deputies to demand
it ibr him in the name of the army. When the senate do-
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murred, a centurion, named Cornelius, who was at the head

of' tim chief deputation, throwing back his cloak, and shewing
tI.e hilt of his sword, had the presumption to say in the se-
nate-house, " This will make him consul, if ye will not." His
second consulship he filled nine years afterwards ; his third,
after the intel_-al of only one year, and held the same office every

year successively until the eleventh. From this period, _ll-
though the consulship was frequently ofibred him, tie alway8
declined it, until, after a long interval, not less than seventeen

)'ears, he voluntarily stood for the twelfth, and two years after
that, for a thirteenth ; that he might successively introduce
into the forum, on their entering public life, his two sons,
Caius and Lucius, while he was invested with the highest

office in the state. In his five consulships from the sixth to
the eleventh, tie continued in office throughout tile _'t,ar. ; but
in the rest, (luring only nine, six, four, or three months, and
in his second no more than a few hours, l_'or having sat ibr

a short time in the morning, upon the calends of January
_lst January], in his curule chair, 1 before the temi,le of Ju-
piter Capitolinus, he abdicated the office, and substituted

another in his room. _Nor did he enter upon them all at
I£ome, but upon the flmrth in Asia, tile fifth in the isle of
Samos, and the eighth and ninth at Tarragona?

XXVlI. During ten years he acted as one of the trinmvirate
for settling the commonwealth, in which office he Ibr some

time opposed his colleagues in their design of a proscription ;

but after it was begun, be prosecuted it with more determined
rigour than either of them. For whilst they were often pre-
vailed upon, by the interest and intercession ()f friends, to shew
re(roy, he alone strongly insisted that no one should be spared,
and even proscribed Caius Toranius, 3 his guardian, who had

1 . The Sells Curulis was a chair ou _hich the principal magistrates
sat in the trlhtlnat upon solemn occasions. It had no back, but sto{)d _m
four crooked feet, fixed to the extremities of cross pwces of _oo(t, .toir._d
ny a COllllnoli _IXIS,s,m_ewhat in tile form of the letter X ; wa_ covered
with leather, and inlaid with ivory. From Its c_ustructl()n, _l might _,_
oecasmna|ly folded together fox the convenience of carr*age, and _ct do_
where _he magistrate chose to use it "_ T/umuttra.

No_ Saragossa.
s A great and wise man, if he is the sa'_e person tn whom Uieero's

letters on _he calamitms of the _tJ.mas_ere addressed. Yam, ;l_i_t ¢. _-_
_0, zl..



been formerly the colleague of his father Octavius in the edil6-
ship. Junius Saturnius adds this farther account of him : that
when, after the proscription was over, Marcus Lepidus made
an apology in tile senate ibr their past proceedings, and gavl
them hopes of a more miid administration for the ihture, be-
cause they had now sufficiently crushed their enemies _ he, on
the other hand, declared that the only limit he had fixed to tho
proscription was, that he should be fee to act as he pleased.
Afterwards, however, repenting of his severity, he advanced
T. Vinius t'hilop_mea to the equestrian rank, ibr having con-
cealed his patron at the time he was proscribed. In this same
office he incmTed great odium upon many accounts. For as he
was one day making an harangue, observing among the soldiers
t'inarius, a Roman knight, admit some private citizens, and en-
gaged in taking notes, he ordered him to be stabbed beibre his
eyes, as a busy-body and a spy upon him. tie so terrified with his
menaces Tedius Atbr, the consul elect, _for having reflected upon
some action of his, that he threw himself from a great height,
and died on the spot. And when Quintus Gallius, the prmtor,
came to comphment him with a double tablet under his cloak,
suspecting that it was a sw_rd tie had concealed, amt yet not
venturing to make a __earch, lest it shouhl be tbuad to be some-
thing else, he c.'ms¢_dltim to be dragged from his tribunal by
centurions and soldn.rs, and tortured like a slave : and although
he made no confession, ordered him to be put to death, after
he had, with his o_ n hands, plucked out his eyes. tiis own
account of the matter, however, is, that Quintus Gal]lus sought
a private conference with him, lbr the purpose of assassinating
him ; that he therefore put him in prison, but afterwards re-
leased him, and banished lfim the city; when he perxshed either
in a storm at sea, or by falling into the hands of robbers.

He accepted of the tribunitian power for life, but more thma
once chose a colleague in that office for two lu, tra _successively.
He also h_d the supervision of morality and observance of the
laws, for life, but without the title of censor; yet he thrice

t _..u.e. 731.
* The Lustrum was a period of five years,at the end of which the census

of the people was taken. It was first made by the Romankings, then by
the consuls, but after the year 310 from the budding of the e,ty, by tho
censors, who were magistrates created for that purpose. It appears, how-
ever,that the census _as not al_a)'s held at stated period_, and soh.o-

iung iaterval_intervctmd
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took a census of the people, the first and third time with I
vo,leaguc, but the second by himself.

XXVIII. IIe twice entertained thoughts of restoring the

republic ;1 first, immediately after he had crushed Antony, re-
membering that he trod often charged him with being the
obstacle to its restoration. The second time was in conse-

ilucnee of a lf,ng illness, when he sent for the ma_strates and
',he senate t_ hi.- own house, and delivered them a particular
account of the ._ta](* o_"the empire. But reflecting at the same
time that it would be botk hazardous to himself to return to

the condition or' a private person, and might be dangerous to

the public to have the government placed again under the
control of the people, tie resolved to keep it in his own hands,
whether with the be,tier event or intention, is hard to say.

]=[is good intentions hL, ofu*n affirmed in private di_ourse, and
also published an edict, m which it was declared in the fol-
lowing terms : '" May. it be permitted me to have the happiness
of establishing the commonwealth on a safe and sound basis,

_md thus enjoy the re,ward of which I am ambitious, that of
being celebrated lbr moulding it into the form b,st adapted to

present circumstances, so that, on my leaving the world, I
may carry with me the hope that the foundations which I have
laid for its futltre government, will stand firm and stable."

XXIX. The city, which was not built in a manner suitable
to the grandeur of the empire, mud was liable to inundations of
the Tiber/as well as to fires, was so much improved under his
administration, that lie boasted, not without reason, that he
"found it of brick, but left it of marble." _ lie also rendered

i Augustus appears to ha,_e been in earnest on these occasions, at least,
in his desire to reure into private life and release himself from the easel
of government, if we may believe Seneca. De Brev. t'at. c. 5 Of hi_
two intimate advisers, Agrippa gave this counsel, whde Mec_euas was for
continuing his career of ambition.--EIttrop. 1. 53.

The Tiber l,as been always remarkable for the frequency of its inun.
dations and the ravages they occasioned, as remarked by Phny, ill. 5.
LIve"mentions several such occurrences, as well as one extensive fire,
which destrn_ed g_eat part of the city.

3 The welt ku,_wn saying of Augustus, recorded by Suelouius. that ho
foumt a city of bricks, but left it of marble, has another version given it
by Dlo, _lto apphes it to his ¢onsohdatioa of the _eVernment, to the tol



it secure f,Jr the time to c3mo against stteh disasters, as far as
could be efft,cted by human lbr_,sight. A great number of
pubhc buildings were erected by him, the most considerable
of which were a forum, _ con .raining the temple of Mars the
Avenger, the temple of Apollo on the Palatine hill, and the
*_empleof Jupiter Tonans in the capitol. The reason of his
building a new forum was the vast increase in the population,
and the number of causes to be tried in the courts, for which,
the two already existing not affording sufficient space, it was
thought necessary to have a third. It was therefore opened
for public use betbre the temple of Mars was completely finished;
and a law was passed, that causes should be tried, and judges
chosen by lot, in that place. The temple of _[ars was built
in fulfihner.t of a vow made during the war of Philippi, un-
dertaken by him to avenge his father's murder. He ordained
that the senate should always assemble there when they met
to deliberate respecting wars and triumphs ; that thence should
lie despatched all those who were sent into the provinces in
the command of armies; and that in it those who returned
victorious from the wars, should lodge the trophies of their
triumphs. He erected the temple of Apollo 2 in that part of
his house on tim Palatine hill which had been struck with

lightning, and which, on that account, the soothsayers declared
the God to have chosen. He added porticos to it, with a library
of Latin and Greek authors ;_ and when advanced in years,

lowing effect: " That Rome, which I found built of nmd, I shall leave
you firm as a rock "--Dto. lvi. p. 589.

I The same motive whmh engaged Julius Caesarto build a new forum,
induced Augustus to erect another. See h_-_hfe c xx. It stoml behind
tim present dmrches of St. Adrian and St. Luke, and was almost parallel
with the public forum, but there are no traces of it remaining. The
temple of Mars Ultor, adjoining, has been menUonedbefore, p. 8_.

2 The te_upJeof the Palatine Apollostood, according to B_ancbini, a
little beyond the triumphal arch of Titus. It appears, from the reverse of
a medal of Augustus, to have been a rotomio, with an open portico, some-
_hmg like the temple of Vesta. The statues of the fifty daughters of
Danae surrounded the portico ; and opposite to them were their hnshands
on horseback. In th_stemple were preserved some of the finest works of
the Greek artists, both in sculpture and painting. Here, in the presence
of Augustus, Horace'_ Carmen Seeulare was sung by twenty-seven noble
youths and as many virgins. And here, as our author informs us, Au-
gnttus, towards the end of his rmgn, often assembled the senate.

z The ibrary adjoined the temple and was under the protection
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used frequent]y there to hold the senate, and examine the rolls
of the judges.

He dedicated the temple to Apollo Tonans, _ in acknowledg-
ment of his escape from a great danger in his Cantabrian expe-

dition ; when, as he was travelling in the night, his litter was
struck by lightning, which killed the slave wh,, carried a
torch before him, He likewise eonstrueted some public build-
ings in tile name of others; for instance, his grandsons, his
wife, and sister. Thus he built the portiea :rod basilica of
Lucius and Caius, and the porticos of Livia and Octavia,: and
tile theatre of Marcellus2 He also often exhorted olher per-

,_ons of ra_k to embellish the city by new buildings, or repair-
ing and improving the old, aeeording to their means. In con-
sequence of this recommendation, many were rinsed ; such a_
the temple of Kereules and the Muses, by Mar(.ius Philippus ;

a temple of Diana by Lucius Cornifieius ; the Court of l:reedom
by Asinius l'ollio : a tz,mple of Saturn by Munatius Planctts : a

ti_eatre by Cornelius ]3"Mbus; 4 an amphitheatre by S_atiliu._
Taurus ; and several oflmr noble edifices by Marcus Agrippa2

Apollo. Caius Julius Hegenus, a freedman of Augustus, and an eminent
grammarian, was the hbrarmn.

The three fluted Corinthian columns of white marhle, _hich stand o_
the declivity of lhe Capitoline tnll, are commonly supposed to lie tim re-
mains ol the temple of Jupiter Tonans, erected by Augustus. Part of
the frieze and co, nice are attached to them, mhteh with tile eap_tal_ of the
columns are finely wrought. Suetonius tells us on what occasion this
temple was erected. Of all the epithets gl_-en to Jupiter, none conveyed
more terror to superstitious minds than that of the Thunderer--

Ctelo tonantem ered_dimus Jovem

Regnare.--Hor. 1 iii. Ode 5.
We shall findthis temple mentioned again in e xei. of the l:fe of Augustus.

* Tim Portico of Octavia stood between the Flandnian e_rcus and tire
theatre of Marcellus, ench_smg the temples of Juptter and Jutm, said to
ha'_e been built in the time of the republic. Several remains of them
exist in tim Peseheria or fish-market; they were of the Cormthtan order,
and have been traced and engraved by Piranesi.

The magnificent theatre of Marcellus was bmlt on the site where
Suetonins has before informed us that Julius C_esar intended to erect one

{p. 30). It stood between the portico of Octavia and the hill of the
capitol. Augustus ga'_e it the name of his nephew Marcellus, though he
was then dead. Its ruins are still to be seen in the Piazza Montanam,
where the Orsini family ha,_e a palace erected on the site.

4 The theatre of Balbus was the third of the three I,ermavent theatrct
of Rome. Those of Pompey and Marcellus ha-_e beeu ahead_ n,e,_tioned.

* Among these were, at lea,_t, the noble portico, if not the _hule, of tim
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XXX. Ite divided the city into regions and dlstHcts_ or.
daining that the annual magistrates should take by lot the
charge of the former; and that the latter should be super-
intended by wardens chosen out of the people of each neigh-
bourhood. ]Se appointed a nightly watch to be on their guard
_gainst accidents from fire; and, to prevent the frequent in-
undations, he widened and cleansed the bed of the Tiber, which
had in the course of years been almost dammed up with rubbish,
and the channel narrowed by the ruins of houses. 1 To render
the approaches to the city more commodious, he took upon
himself the charge of repairing the Flaminian way as far as
Ariminum, 2 and distribu_d the repairs of the other roads
amongst several persons who had obtained the honour of a
triumph: to be defrayed out of the money arising from the
spoils of war. Temples decayed by time, or destroyed by
fire, he either repaired or rebuilt ; and enriched them, as well
as many others, with splendid offerings. On a single occa-
sion, he deposited in the cell of the temple of Jupiter Capito-
linus, sixteen thousand pounds of gold, with jewels and pearls
t_ the amount of fifty millions of sesterces.

XXXI. The office of Pontifex VJaximus, of which he could

Pantheon, still the pride of Rome, under the name of the Ratondo, on
the frieze ef which *naybe seen the inscription,

M. AGKIPPA. L. IP. COS . TE_TIUM. YECIT.

Agrippa also built the temple of Neptune, and the portico of the Argo.
nauts.

i To whatever extent Augustus may have cleared out the bed of the
Tiber, the process of its being encumbered with an alluvmm of ruins and
mud has be,.n constantly going on. Not many years ago, a scheme was
_et on foot for clearing it by private enterprise, principally for the sake of
the valuable remains of art which it is supposed io contain.

s The Via Ylammiawas probablyundertaken by the censor CaiusFlami-
lius, and finished by his sonof the same name, who was consul A.u.c. 566,
and employed his soldiers in formingit after subduing the Ligurians. It
led from the Flumentan gate, now the Porto de/ Popnlo, through Etrurm
and Umbria into the Cisalpme Gaul, ending at Anminum, the frontier
town of the territories of the republic, now Klmini,on the Adnatm ; aml
is travelled by every tourist who takes the route, north of the Appenines,
through the States o! the Church, to Rome. Every one knows that the
great highways, not only in Italy but hi the provinces, were among thl
moat magaifieelt and enduring worlm of the Roman people,




