
TRUBNER'S

ORIENTAL SERIES.



BOOKS ON ORIENTAL SUB_:ECTS

LAO-TSZE, THE GREAT THINKER. By I_Iajor-
General G. (; ALEXANDER. Crown 8re, 6s.

A companion volume to tile same author's "Life
of Confucius."

SULTAN MURAD V. : The Turkish Dynastic
Mys_ry, 1_76-1895. With Six Portraits, By
I)JEMALEDDIN ]_EY. Cr_w_ 8v% 9_.l]et_

DICTIONARY AND GLOSSARY OF THE
KORAN. With Copious Grammatical References
and Explanations of the Text By J PENlUC):. 166
pp.. in double column, small 4to, cloth, 1873, £1,13s.

ARABIC-F_'_GLIStt DICTIONARY, oN a NEw
SYSTEM. By H. A. S^LMO_E 2 VOLS.,8VO, half
calf, 1890, £1, 16&

VoL L Arabic-English, xviii.-1254 pp.
VoL II. English-Arabic Key, referring every word

to the Arable equivalent in Vol. L, 179 pp

AL-KORAN. Lithographed Arabic Text, vowel
pointed, verses not numbered, according to Mussul-
man custom ; printed in clear type on white paper,
bound in tull leather in Turklshstyle, 7a. 6d.

Co,t_ogue of Books on Arabic Language and Literature,
.Mohammedan Law, and Mohammedan .Religion and
_sB/_tory. 32pp. crown8vo. Grat_sonap:fl/cat/on.

LONDON

KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH TROBI_R, & Co, Lr_°_



A COMPREHENSIVE COMMENTARY

ON

THE QURAN: -.

COMPRISING SALE'S TRANSLATI@:N
_,..__ ..

I #

AND

PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE,

WITH ADDITIONAL NOTES AND EMENDATIONS.

TOG_qrHI_IRwrl_

_;ompltt* _m_= to tb+ gt.xt, pr+limiuar_ _i_om_,

Bz _ Rzv. E. M. WHERRY, M.A.

%
%

VOL. IV.

LONDON :

K_EGAN PAUL, TRENCH., TRUBNER, & CO. I._

PA_O$-T]gR HOUB_ C_RING C_ ROAD.

1896.



The _i,ghts of translation a_,t of re'produetio_ are rewrvexL



CONTENTS.

CHAP* paoli

XLI.--ENTrrLzD SUaAT AL FVSSILAT (EXPLANATION). I

XLII.--ENTrn, ED SURAT AL SHORf (Co-_SULTATm_) II

XLIII.--EI_TITLED SUR_T AL ZU._HR_F (THE ORNA-

MENTS OF GOLD) 20

XL1V.--ENTITLED SURAT AL DU.KUA._ (SMOKE) 3I

XLV.--EsrITLED SVRAT AL JiSiYAH (K,_EZUNO) 37

XLVI.--ENTITLED SURAT AL AHQ_F (THE SANDRILL) 42

XLVII.--EXTITLED SCRAT ]_IUHAMMAD _I

XLVI[L--ENTITLED SURAT AL I;ATAH (VICTORY) 58

XL1X.--E.vnTL_D SURAT AL HUJR_.T (THE INNER

APARTMENTS) . 68

L.--ENTITLED SURAT AL Q_F (Q.) 73

LI.--ENTITLED SURAT AL Z_EIYAT (THv DISPER-

s1_o) 79

LII.--E_TITLlZD SURAT AL T6R (THE MOUNTAIN) 84

LIII.--ENTITLED SURAT AL NAJM (THE STAR) 89

LIV.--ENTITLED SURAT AL QAMR (THE .RIOON) . 95

LV.--ENTITLED BURAT AL RAIIM_N (THE _IERCIFUL) IO2

L¥I.--ENTITLED SURAT AL %VAQIA (THE INEVITABLE) IO8

LVII.--ENTITLED SURaT _h HAD_D (IRON) II_

LVIIL--ENTITLED SUreST AL MUJIDALAH (SHE WHO

DISPUTED) 122

LIX.--ENTrrLZD SURAT AT, HASHR (THz ES_maA-

_nos) ,28



vi CONTENTS.

CHAP PAGE

LX.--ENTrrLED SURAT AL ]_IUMTAt_INA (SHE WHO

IS TRIED) . _34

LXI.--E,wTrrL_.DSt'RAT AL SAF (BASLE Am_AY) . I40

LXII.--Er_rn'LLD SU}tAT AL JU_IA (THE ASSE_aBLY) 144

LXIII.--ENTI'rLEI)SURAT AL MUN_FIQON (THE HY-

POCRIIES) . _47

LXIV.--ENTrrlED SUI_AT aL T,_OIIABflN (._[UTUAL

DECEIT) 150

LXV.--ENTITLI.D SURAT AL TAL-_.Q (DIvoRCE) 154

LXVI.--ENTITLED SURAT AL T,_HR:_ (PROHIBITION) 158

LXVII.--E:_TITLED Sm:XT AL MUZK (THE KI_(;DOM) I64

LXVIII.--EsTIrLED SURAT AL QA1.AM (TrlEPEN) 16S

LXIX.--ESTITLEI, SURAT AL H,iQQAT (THE INFAL-

LIBLI') 174

LXX.--ENTITLED STRAW AL _IA_.RIJ (THE STEI'S). I78

LX-X[I.--ENTITLED SURAT l_6tI (.NOAH) 182

LXXIL--Er_Tr._LLD SURAT ._L JIN_ (Tr_E GE._n) 186

LXXIII.--ENr:Tm:D Som_w AL MCZZAM_m (WRA_I"ED

UI,) I9o

LXXIV.--Et;'rn'LI:D SURAT AL MUDDASSIR (THE

COVERED/ 194

LXXV.--ENTITLED SCRAT AL QiY.4MxT (THE RE-

SURRLCTION) 199

LXXVI.--EN'IITLED SURAT AL I._S,_S(M,xs) 203

IaXXVII.--ENTXTLED SURAT AL MmtsALkr (THE 3h:_-

SENGERS) 207

I_VIII.--ENTITLED SURXT AL NAB_ (THE NEWS) 2IX

LXXTX.--ENTITLED SURAT AL l_'AZls<l' (THosE WIIO

TEAR FOR'rE) 2:4

LXXX.--ENr:Tt_D Sua_r *L Am_s (HE FROWNED) . 2_8

LXXXI.--E.N_:TLED SUaAT _,.Tx_WIR (THE FOr,_X.NO

UP) 22x

LXXXII.--E,_T_TLED S_t_r XL ]SF_r&R (TH_ CL_V-

nm x,_SC_ER). , 2Z4



CONTENTS. vii

CIIAP PAOK

LXXXIII.--E.vrITLED SURAT AL TATFfF (THosE WHO

GiVE SnOlU" M_:ASUaE) 226

LXXXIV.--ENTrrL_D SURAT Ab IN_HIQAQ (THE REND-

INc, I,_ St:._DEa) 230

LXXXV.--E.XTITLED SURAT AL Bun['-J (THE (3ELESTIAL

SIGNS) 232

LXXXVI.--E.xT_TLED S_:RAT AL TklUQ (T_E STAR

WHICH APPEARED BY _'IGHT) 235

LXXXVII.--ExTIT_.ED SURAT AL ALX (THn ,MO._T IhoH) 237

LXXXVIII.--ENTIrLED SURAT A_ GH._SmYa (Tile OVER-

W_EL_XN(_) . 239

LXXXIX.--ENTITLED SURAT AL FAJR (TIIE DAYBREAK) 24.2

XC.--E._TXTLED Storm' AL ];hLAD (]'HE 'I'ERRI-

TORY) . 246

XCI.--ENTITLED SURAT AL SPIAMS (THE SUN) 249

XCII.--ENTITLED SURAT AL LAn. (THE h-IGHT) 25!

XOIII.--ENTITLED SURAT A.LZUHA (TILE BRIGHTNESS) 253

XOIV.--E_TITLED SVRAT AL I,_SmEXH (HAY,.: WE

_m' OPr_',_.D_) 255

XCV,--ENTITLI. D _t'RAT AL "FiN (THE Fie,) 257

XCVI.--E.','TrrLED SURAT AL AL^Q (ThE CO._GEALE_

BLOOD) 259

XCVII.--E_;TITLED SURAT AT, QADR (NmHT OF POWER) 263

XCVIII.--ENTITLED SURAT AL BAIYANA (THE EVl-

DE._CF.) 265

XCIX.--ENT1TLED SUB,AT _ ZILZkL (THE EARTH-

QUAKE) 268

C.--ENTITLED SURAT AL :\DIYkT (THE WAR-

HORSES WHICH RU_ SW*rTL£) . 270

CI.--ENTITLED SURAT AL (_ARIA (THE STRIKING) 272

CII.--ENTITLED SURAT AL TAKASUR (THE EMULOUS

|)ESIRF OF MULTIPLYING) • 274

CIII.--ENTITLED SURAT AL ASAR (THE AFTERNOON) 276

CIV.--ENTITLED SURAT AL HAMZA (THE SLAI_DERER) 277



viii CONTENTS.

CH&P. P_OE

CV.--ENTITLED SURAT AL FIL (THE ELEPHANT) 279

CVI.--ENTITLED St:nAT AI_ QURAISH (THE QUllAISl_) . 282

CYII.--E,_TITLI:I) SUI_,_.T AL _l,_t_. ", (_ECESSARIES) 284

CVIII.--EI_'T1TLED St'lt_T AL KAUTUAR (ABUNDANCF,) 286

CIX.--ENTITLL'D ,Q.t'RAT aI, K/.FIRE'N (TH_ UNBE-

LIEVERS) 288

CX.--ENTIrL_::D ,qUit,iT AL NASR (AssisTaNCE) 290

C,'X[I.--ENTIfLED SI_'RAT AL ABU LAHAB 292

CXII.--ENTvrl_ED Sci_ar AL I.KnLi, S (DacLAI_ATIO_I OF

GoDka I,"NIT Y) 294

CXlll--ENTITI,hD S[:R.Vl AL F,_LAQ (TIIE DAYBREAK) 296

CXIV.--ENTITLED SUItAT AL N/S (]_IEN) 299

INDEX . 3ol



THE QURAN.
$

CHAPTER XLI.

ENTITLED SURAT AL FUSSILAT (EXPLANATION).

t_evealed at _Takl:ah.

INTIIODUCTION.

IN some manuscripts this chapter is entitled Worship or Adoration,
"becau-:e," says Sale, "the infidels are herein commanded to forsake

the worship of idols and to worship God; but the thirty-second

chapter bearing the same title, that which we have here prefixed is,
tor thstinction, generally used."

According to Hish_im, I86 (Coussin de Pore, i. 375 seq.), the design

of Muhammad in enunciating the revelations of this chapter was the
conversion of Utba bin l_bia to Isl'Sm. This story accords well

enough with the teaching of the chapter, but there is nothing in it

to bar the idea of a more _eneral application.
There is little in this chapter to distinguish it from other Makkan

Sums, unless it be the vehemence with which Muhammad asserts his

own prophetic claims and the inspired character of the Qur_n. The

Qur',in is declared to be the Word of God (vers. I-3, 4r, 42), which

has been revealed in the Arabic language (vers. 2 and 44) in order
that the Quraish might have no good excuse for rejecting it (vet.

44). The Quraish are, however, charged with having rejected it

(vers. 3 and 4) ; but this was not to be regarded as affording any
evidence of the falsity of its claims_ but rather of the contrary, inas-
much as the writings of Moses had met with similar treatment (ver.
45). The unbelievers are therefore threatened with the fate of the

; VOL. IV. A
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Adites and of the Thamfl,lites (vers. 13-I5) , while believers are as-

sured of protection in this life and of glorious rewards in Paradise

(vers. 17 and 3o-32). The folly of the worship of tim idolaters is

exposed by reference to the tact that God is the Creator of all things,

especially of the ob3ects of Makkan worship.
Thr,,ugllout the chai,ter Muhammad appears as a I)rophet of God,

yet a .-imIde preacher of L-]_im, a " warner" of the people of Arabia.

Probable Date of the i2et'elatw_s.

Granting that this chapter wa_ wrim_n in order to convert Utba
bin ll5.bia t(, I._blm, yet, as Nobldeke _)oints out, this gives us n_) cer-
tain data wherewith to tix the date of tim wrlmlg ot it. True, Ibn

Iii_hSm gives ti_e narrative of this attempt at conversion imm(.-

diat('!y after that rfl the converAon of Hamza, yet, when _e remem-
ber that, in relating the event- iMor t(, the Ilijra, this writcr pays
httle attention to exact cllronological order, we cannot refer that this

attempt was really made at that time ; moreover, nothin_ certain is
kll(_wn a_ to the time of Ilamza_s eonvelsmn. It therefore foilo_s

that nothing certain can be learnet_ irom tradition as to the date (,t"

(hi- ch:q)ter.
Ilaving regard, h,wever, to the style and contents of the chapter.

we m:kv fix the date al)proximately at about B.IL 8, a time when
there was offered to the Mu.-lima a sturdy oppositi(m at Makkah, but

as yet without violence to the pcrs,m of tim Prophet or his fullower.-.

.Pri_'ipal Subje,'ts.
VElt_l

Tim Qunln declared to be given by in.-piratinn 1-3

The people _enerally reject it 3, 4

Muhanmmd only a mat b yet a prol,het • 5
The woe (,f the wicked and the ble,sedness of the righteous 6, 7

G_,d'- 1)t_wer manifested in the creation of earth and heaven 8-J 1
The Quralsh are tincatened with the fate of dkd and Thamfld 12-16

Believers aln(,ll_ the _dites and Tlmmfidites were saved 17

In the judgment the unbelievers- shall be condemned by
the members of their own bodies . 18-22

The fate (,f the g,,nii to befall the infidels . . 23, 24

l:nbehevers counsel blasphemous levity--their punishment 25-28

False teacht.r_- to be trodden under foot by their own fol-
lowers m hell . . 29

The glorious rewards of the faithful 3o-32
The conmstent Mu.-lim commended 33

Evil to be turned away by good . . 34, 35

God the refuge of the Prophet against Satan's suggestions . 36
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L'RSF-_

God's work_, testify to himself as alone worthy of worship 37-39

Unbelievers ,_hall not escape in the resurrection . 40
The QurSh _ _evelation of God • 4x, ._2

The intldel_ offer m, new objecti.n._ to Muhamnmd and the

Quran 43

Why the. Qur_in wa_ rew'aled in taw Arabic langua_ 44
The books ol Mo_e_ at first rejected by his people 45

God rcwardeth according to works 46

The. hour of the judgment known olJly to God -;7

The fal,-e _od.- will desert their worshipl,ers in the judgment 47, ._8

The perfidy of hypocrites .... 49-5 I
]_ejecters of God's- Word exposed to awful punishment 52- $4

IN TIIE NAME OF ]'Ill" MOST .,MERCIFUl, C;OD.

II (1) H.M. This is a revelation from the most Merci- s_,c_
ful; (2) a book the verses whereof are di._tiuctly explained, 1)__s"
an Arabic Qurhn, for the i_a_trvctio_ of people who under-
stand; (3) bearing good tidings and denouncing threats;
but the greater part of them turn aside, and hearken not
thereto. (4) _knd they say, Our hearts are veiled from the
doctrine to which thou invitest us ; and there/s a deafness
in our ears, and a curtain between u_ and thee: where-
fore qet thou as thou shalt third,: fit; for we shall act
acc,,'db_g to our own sc_dimcnts. (5) Say, Verily I am
only a man like you. It is revealed unto me that your
Go]) is one GOD: wherefore direct, your way straight unto
him ; and ask pardon of him for what is past. And woe
be to the idolaters; (6) who give not the appointed ahns,
and believe not in the life to come! (7) But as to those
who believe and work righteousness, they shall receive an
everlasting reward.

(1) H.M. St,e Prelim. Di._c.. pp. xoo-Io2.
('_, 3) See notes on chap. xi. 2 and 3.
Araldc (_)urein. This is said in order to prove to the Arabs that

Mulmmmad Is their Prophet and his Quritn the Word of God. See
¢:hap. xiv. 4. Observe the wide sense in which the word Qurdn is
here used.

(6) Alm.s. See notes on chap. ft. 42, 219, and ix. 5o.
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R 2_-- [] (8) Say, Do ye indeed disbelieve in him who created
the earth in two days ; and do ye set up equals unto him .7
He is the LORDof all creatures. (9) And he placed in t_
earth mountains firmly rooted, rising above the ,came : and
he blessed it ; and provided therein the food of the creatures
designed to be the inhabitants thereof, in four (lays ; equally,
for those who ask. (10) Then he set his mind to the crea-
tion of heaven, and it was smoke; and he sa';d unto it,

and to the earth, Come, either obediently, or against your
will. They answered, We come, obedient to tity coroT,and.
(11) And he formed them into seven heavens, in two days ;
and revealed unto every heaven its office. Anti we adorned
the lower heaven with lights, and Tlaced therein a guard
of angels. This _s the disposition of the mighty, _i_e wise
God. (12) If the Ma]:kans withdraw fro_r_ t]_ese instr_,c-
t/ons, say, I denounce unto you a sudden destruction, like
the destruction of 2_d and Thamt_d. (13) When the
apostles came unto them before them and behind them,

(8) Two days. "The two first days of the weekY--Sal*, JaM-
ludd_n. Comp. chaps, wL 55, x. 3, and xi. 8.

(9) Mou_itam_fi_ml.y rooted. See chaps, xv. I9, and xvi. 15 notes.
/_b_tr days. " '['hat is. including the two iormer days wherein the

earth was created."--Sa/c. I would say, with the two former days
making six days. Tim two of ver. I I are only reckoned among the
six to escape the discrepancy otherwise apparent.

For those who ad:. " F,,r all, in proportion to the necessity of each,
and as their several apt,et_tes reqmre. Some refer the word sawdan,
here tranblated equally,'and which also signifies completely, to the four
days ; and suppose the meaning to be, that God created these things
in just so many e_tire and complete days."--Sale, Jaldluddin.

(10) Smog. " Or darkness. A1 Zama.khshari says this smoke
proceeded trom the waters under the throne of God (which throne
was one of the things created before the heavens and the earth), and
rose above the water ; that the water being dried up, the earth was
formed out of it, and the heavens out of the smoke which had
mounted aloft.'--Sa/e.

(11) Two days, viz., " On tim fifth and sixth days of the week.
It m said the heavens were created on Thursday, and the sun, moon,
and stars on Friday ; in the evening of which last day Adam was
made."--Sate, Baidhdw_. Jal4luddin.

See note above on ver. 9.
A guard of angel*. See note on chap. xv. !7.
(13) Apostles... before and behind. "That is, on every side, per-
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saying, Worship GOD alone ; they answered, If our Loud
had been pleased to send messengers, he had surely sent
angels ; and we believe not the message with which ye are
sent. (14) As to the tribe of/_d, they behaved insolently
in the earth, without reason, and said, Who/s more mighty
than we in strength ? Did they not see that GOD,who had
created them, was more mighty than they in strength ?
And they knowingly rejected our signs. (15) Wherefore
we sent against them a piercing wind, on days of ill luck,
that we might make them taste the punishment of shame
in this world : but the punishment of the life to come will
be more slmmeful; and they shall not be protected there-
fi'om. (16) And as to Thamfid, we directed them : but they
loved blindness better than the true direction: wherefore

the terrible noise of an ignominious punishment assailed
them, for that which they had deserved ; (17) but we deli-
vered those who believed and feared God.

[I (18) And warn them of the day on which the enemies R x_-P-"
of GODshall be gathered together unto hell-fire, and shall
march in distinct bands ; (19) until, when they shall arrive
thereat, their ears, and their eyes, and their skins shall
bear witness against them of that which they shall have
wrought. (20) And they shall say unto their skins,
Wherefore do ye bear witness against us ? They shall
answer, GOD hath caused us to speak, who giveth speech
untc all things: he created you the first time; and unto

suading and urfing them continually, and by arguments drawn from
past examples and ti_e expectatmn of future rewards and pumsh-
ments."--Sale.

(14) A',t. See Prelim. Disc.,pp. 2o--22,and notes on chaps, vii.
66, and xL 5o-60.

W(15) Days of ill luck. " It i_ said that this wind continued fromednesdav to Wednesday inclusive, being the tatter end of the
month Shaww_.l_ and that a Wednesday is the day whereon God
sendsdown his judgments on a wicked people."--Sale, Baidl_dwi.

(16) Tham_d. SeePrelim. Disc.,p. 22_/., and notes on chap. xi
61-68.

(18) Distinct banda Comp.chap. xxxix. 71.
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him are ye returned. (21) Ye did not hide yourselves
while ye sinned, so that your ears, and your eyes, and your

skins could not bear witness against you ; but ye thought

that GOD was ignorant of many things which ye did.
(22) This was your opinion, which ye imagined of your

LORD : it hath ruined you, and ve are become lost peoio/e.
(23) Whether they bear their torment, hell-fire shall be their

abode; or whether they beg for favour, they shall not

obtain favour. (24) And we will give them the devils to

be their companions ; for they dressed up for them the false
notions u,hich they entertained of this present world, and

of that which is to come : and the sentence justly fitteth
them, which was formerly pronounced on the nations of

genii and men who were before them ; for they perished.

R -_-'le II (25) The unbelievers say,, Hearken not unto this
Qurdn, but use vain discourse during the _'eading thereof;

that ye may overcome thc z'oice of the reader by your scoffs
a_ui laughter. (26) Wherefore we will surely cause the

unbelievers to taste a grievous punishment, (27) and

we will certainly reward them for the evils which they
shall have wrought. (28) This shall be the reward of the

enemies of GoD, namely, hell-fire; therein /s trrepared for
them an everlasting abode, as a reward for that they have

wittingly rejected our signs. (29) And the infidels shall
say in hell, 0 LOI:D, show us the two that seduced us, of

the genii and men, and we will cast them under our feet,

(21) i.e., " Ye hid your crimes from men, little thinking that your
very members, from which you could not hide them, would rise up
as witnesses against you."--&de. See note on chap. xxxvi. 65.

(_4) Companions. See note._ on chaps, vii. 39, I8O, and x. 19, &c.
(25) Fain discourse. "Or loud talk."--Sa_e. The practice here

ammadverted on is very common among modern Muslims wlienever
the Gospel is preached among them.

(29) The two. &c, i.e., "Those of either species who drew us
into sin and ruin. Some suppose that the two more particularly
intended here are Iblis and Cam, the two authors of infidelity and
murder."--,_qale, Baidh_wi.

By the two is probably meant the false god and the human teacher.
See chapa x. 29-3 r, and xxv. I8-2o, &c.
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that they may become most base and despicable. (30)

As for those who say, Our LORD /s GOD, and who behave
uprightly ; the angels shall descend unto them, and s]utll

say, Fear not, neither be ye grieved; but rejoice in the
llopes of Paradise which ye have been promised. (31)

We are your friends in this life, and in that which is to

come: therein shall ye have that which your souls shall
desire, and therein shall ye obtain whatever ye shall ask

for ; (32) as a gift from a _acious and merciful God.

II (33) Who speaketh better than he who inviteth unto 1_ _"
GOD, and worketh righteousness, and saith, I am a Muslim ?

(34) Good and evil shall not be held equal. Turn away
evil with that which is better; and behold, the ,na_t be-

tween whom and thyself there was enmity shall become,

as it were, thy warmest friend: (35) but none shall attain

to this perfection except they who are patient; nor shall
any attain thereto except he who is endued with a great

h_ppiness of temper. (36) And if a malicious suggestion
be offered unto thee from Satan, have recourse unto GOD;

for it is he who heareth and knoweth. (37) Among the

signs of his power are the night and the day, and the sun
and the moon. Worship not the sun, neither the moon :

but worship GOD, who hath created them; if ye serve

him. (38) But if they proudly disdain his service, verily
the angels, who are with thy LORD, praise him night and

(30) The aagds shall descend. " Either while they are living on
earth, to dispose their minds to good, to preserve them from tempta-
tions, and to comfort them ; or at the hour of death, to support tl,em
in their last agony ; or at their coming forth from their graves at
the resurrection."--Sa/e, daldludd_n.

Comp. Ps. xxxiv. 7, and Heb. i. 14.
(35) Endued with a great happiness of temper. Rodwell translates

the most highly favoured.
_36) See chap. cxiv.

. (37)Warship God. Comp. Rev. xix. IO. Passages like this
illustrate the superiority of Muhammad over his countrymen as well
a_his power as a ])reacher.

(38) Comp. Rev. iv. 8.
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day, and are not wearied, (39) And among his signs
another /a, that thou seest the land waste; but when we
send down rain thereon, it is stirred and fermenteth.

And he who quickeneth the earth will surely quicken the

dead; for he is almigtlty. (40) "Verily those who im-
piously wrong our signs are not concealed from us. Is he,
therefore, better who shall be cast into hell-fire, or he who

shall appear secure on the day of resurrection ? Work
that which ye will: he certainly beholdeth whatever ye

do. (41) Verily they who believe not in tim admonition

qf the Qurdn, after iL hath come unto them, shall one da_
be discovered. It is certainly a book of infinite value:

(42) vanity shall not approach it, either from before it, or
from behind it: it is a revelation from a wise God, whose

praise is justly to be celebrated. (43) No ottmr is said

unto thee by the infidels of MalJ_ah than what hath been
formerly said unto the apostles before thee: verily thy

LORD _ inclined to forgiveness, and is also able to chastise

severely. (44) If we had revealed the Qurd_ in a foreign
language, they had _urely said, Unless the signs thereof
be distinctly explained, we will not receive the same : is the

boo]c wq'itten in a foreign tongue, and the Terson unto who_t
it is directed an Arabian ? Answer, It is, unto those who

believe, a sure guide, and a remedy for doubt and uncer-
tainty: but unto those who believe not, it /s a thickness

of hearing in their ears, and it is a darkness which covereth
them ; these are as they who are called unto from a distan_

R -_ " place.1 II (45) We heretofore gave the book of the law unto

(42) Either from before, &c. " That is, it shall not be prevailed
against, or frustrated by any means or in any respect whatever."--
Sale.

(44) See note on chap. xvi. Io 5.
A sure guide. See chap. xvii. 84, 8L
These are as they, &c. "Being so far off that they hear not, or

understand not the voice of him who calls to them."--Sale.
(45) Here again we see Muhammad likening himself to the former

prophets. See Introd. chap. xi. The allusion probably is to the
unbelief of the Israelites in the wilderness,
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Moses; and a dispute arose concerning the same: and if
a previous decree had not proceeded from thy LOAD, to
respite the opposers of that revelation, verily the _mtter had
been decided between them by the destr_ction of the in-
fidels; for they were in a very great doubt as to the same.
(46) He who doth right, doth it to the advantage of his
own soul ; and he who doth evil, doth it against the same :
for thy LORD /s not unjust towards his servants. (47)
Unto him is reserved the knowledge of the hour of judg-'r,,F.,_

F Il_'rlI

_ne_t : and no fruit cometb forth from the knot)s which _,P_.
involve it; n_ither doth any female conceive in her womb,
nor is she delivered of her b_trden, bus with his knowledge.
On the day whereon he shall call them to him, s_yi_g,
Where are my companions which ye asc_.ibed unto me?
they shall answer, We assure thee there is no witness _f
this shatter among us : (48) and the idols which they eaUed
on before shall withdraw themselves from them ; and _hev

shall perceive that there will be no way to escape. (49)
Man is not wearied with askin_ good; but if evil befall
him, he despondeth and despaireth. (50) And if wc
cause him to taste mercy fl'om us "ffter affliction hath
touched him, he surely saith, This is dae to me on account
of my desc_'ts: I do not think the hour of j_Mgment will
ever come: and if I be broucht before my LOI_D,I shall
surely attain, with him, the most excellent conditim_.
But we will then declare unto those who shall not have

believed that which they have wrought; and we will
surely cause them to taste a most severe punishment.
(51) When we confer favours on man, he turneth aside,
and departeth without returning t/_anks; but when evil
toucheth him, he /s frequent at prayer. (52) Say, What
think ye ? if the _rdn be from GOD, and ye believe not

(46) Comp. chap. xlv. I4-
(47) No w/tne_ "For they shall disclaim their idols at the

resurrectionY--Sa/a See above in note on ver. 29.
(48) See chap. xxviii. 52-55 and 74.
(50) See chap. xvii. 59.
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therein;who willlieunder a greatererrorthan he who

dissenteth widely therefrom? (53) Hereafter we will

show them our signs in the regionsof the earth,and in

themselves; untilitbecome manifest unto them that this

book is the truth. Is it not sufficientfor theethat thy

Lolm iswitness of allthings? (54) Are they not in a

doubt as tothe meeting oftheirLORD at theresur'rect¢o_?

Doth not he encompass allthings?

(5:_) We v'ill sh_Jw them our signs . . . in themselves. "By the
surpri,i_Jg victorie,_ :rod conque._ts of Muhammad and his successors."
--Sale, 1;_ddhdwt. A l)ettcr interpretation, and one in accord with
the spirl_ ot the chapter, is that the unbelievers would recognise
the truth of Muhammad's teaching in the resurrection and the judg-
ment. See ve_. 41 a_d 52. Many years subsequent to the date
t_t"this chapter ]_Iuhamrnad disclain]ecl the ability to foretell future
events. See chap. vi. 49, and note there.
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CHAPTER XLIL

ENTITLED SURAT AL SH01_ (CONSULTATIOI_).

Revealed at Mal_ka/_.

INTI_ODUCTION.

T_m chapter receives its title trom _hat is said in ver. 36 oI thL
believers, " Whose affairs are directed by consultatim_ among them-
selves." The five single letters at the beginning are used by _ome as
a title of the chapter. Rodwell and P'dmer call it the Chapter of
Counsel. it might have been called the Chapter of Apology but for
the fact that the laboured effort of the Prophet to establish his pro-
phetic claims and to vindicate his QurSh from the accusation of
forgery brought against it by his enemies is by no me_uns limited to
this chapter.

The feature of the chapter just alluded to reveals to us the main
design of the author in writing it, while a careful reading of the
contents will reveal the following circumstances of the Prophet at
this time. (I) He was strongly opposed by his townsmen, and his
prophetic pretensmns were rejected, especially by the Jewish and
Christian portion of his hearers. (2) Though he professed to attest
the doctrines of the Bible, and declared himself a believer in all
the prophet_ from Adam to Jesus (vers. II-I4), yet both Jews and
Christians hesitated not to call him an impostor (ver. 23), insinuat-
ing that their opinion was attested by the fact that no one had ever
seen him receive a revelation from God or Gabriel (vers. 50, 51_
(3) Some of the people, however, had believed in him (vers. 5 and
25), while others, once believers, had become apostates (vet. 15)-

Throughout the chapter Muhammad represcnts himself as simply
a preacher, holding himself in no way responsible for the unbe-
lievers, satisfied to vindicate his prophetic claims before the people
of Makkah and "to direct them into the right way."
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Probable Date of the Revelatio_

From what has been said above, it will appear that this chapter
belongs to Makkah. Its date is fixed by No_ldeke somewhat later
than that of the preceding chapter.

Some writers, as Baidh6.wi and Umr bin bluhammad, have regarded
vers. 22-25 as Madlaic, and Jal_luddtn, as Sytlti (Itq_n 3Q, regards
vers. 35-37 as also belonging to MadlnrL The reasons given, how-
ever, do not carry conviction, being based upon the assumption that
there could be no reference to almsgivin9 and l_rayer in passages
revealed before the Hijra.

Principal Subjects.
VEI¢_

The Almighty reveals his will to Muhammad I, 2
Angels intercede with God on behalf of sinful man 3
Muhammad not a steward over the idolaters 4
The Qur._n revealed in the Arabic language to warn Makkah 5
God the only helper, creator, and preserver, the all-knowing 6-xo
Islam the religion of all the former prophets . I I-I 3
Muhammad commanded to declare his faith in the BitJle 14
Disputers with God shall be severely punished :f5
God only kno_ss the hour of the judgment . I6, I7
The Almighty will reward the righteous and the wicked

according to their (leeds . . I8, 19
Sinners only spared through God's forbearance 20
Rewards of the just and of the m_just . 2x_22
Muhammad charged with imposture . . . 23
The sovereign God forgives and blesses whom he will 24-27
God's power manifested in his works . 28-33
k true believer's character dce_ded . 34-4 x
The miserable ikte of tho_e whom God causes to err 42-45
Sinners exhorted to repent before it is too late 46
Muhammad only a preacher 47
God controls all things . • • 48, 49
Why God reveals himself by inspiration and through

apostles ....... 50, 5z
Muhammad himself ignorant of Islam uu.til he had ree_ved

the revelation of the Qur_ha . 52, 53
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IN THE I_I.4,ME OF TIlE MOST MERCIFUL GOD.

II (1) F/. M. A.S.Q. Thus doth the mighty, the wise R ½
GoD reveal his will unto thee ; and Cn like manner did
reveal it unto the _zrophets who were before thee. (2) Unto
him belongeth whatever is in heaven and in earth ; and he
is the high, the great God. (3) It wanteth little but that
the heavens be rent in sunder from above at the awfulness
of his _na]es_y: the angels celebrate the praise of their
LORD,and ask pardon for those who dwell in the earth.
Is not GoD the forever of sins the merciful ? (4) But as
to those who take oth_" gods for their patrons, besides him,
GOD observeth their actions: for thou art not a steward

over them. (5) Thus have we revealed unto thee an
Arabic Qur£n, that thou mayest warn the metropolis of
Makkah, and the Arabs who dwell round about it; and
mayest threaten them with the day of the general
assembly, of which there is no doubt : one part shall then
be placed in Paradise, and another part in hell. (6) If
GOD had pleased, he had made them all of one religion;
but he leadeth whom he pleaseth into his mercy ; and the
unjust shall have no patron or helper. (7) Do they take
other patrons, besides him ? whereas GoB is the only true
patron : he quickeneth the dead, and he/s almighty.

r " cr " "

(8) V_hatever matter ye disagree about, the dee_smnR
thereof aTpertaine_h unto GoD. This is GOD my LORD: _"
in him do I trust, and unto him do I turn me: (9) the
Creator of heaven and earth : he hath given you wives of
your own species, and cattle both male and female; by
which means he multiplieth you: there is nothing like

(1) H. M. A. S.Q. See Prelim. Disc, pp. loo-m2.
l_evecd.., unto thee. Comp. cha . xxxix, x. "The Koran was

not revealed in the same way as the _aw or the Gospel Neither of
them were brought b_ Gabriel.'--Brinckman.

(3) Angels . . . a_zpardo_for, &c. See note on chap. xl. 7.
(5) See note on chap_ xxi. los, and xli. 44. As yet Muhammad

conceivedoi himself as merely the prophet of Arabia.
(9) Wive_of your ov,_species. See notes on chap. xvi. 74.
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him; and/t /s he who heare_h and seeth. (10) His are
the keys of heaven and earth; he bestoweth provision
abundantly on whom he pleaseth, and he is sparing unto
wIwm he pleaseth; for he knoweth all things. (11) He
hath ordained you the religion which he commanded
Noah, and which we have revealed unto thee, 0 Muham-
mad, and which we commanded Abraham, and Moses, and
Jesus : ,saying, Observe this religion, and be not divided
therein. (12) The worship of one God, to which thou
invitest thcm, is grievous unto the unbelievers : GOD will
elect thereto whom he pleaseth, and will direct unto the
same ]aim who shall repent. (13) Those who lived in times
past were not divided among themselves, until after that
the knowledge of God's unity had come unto them;
through their own perverseness: and unless a previous
decree had passed from thy LORD, to bear with them till a
dete:znincd time, verily the _natter had been decided
between them by the. destruction of the gainsayers. They
who have inherited the scriptures after them are certainly
in a perplexing doubt concerning the.same. (14) Where-
fore invite them to receive the sure faith, and be urgent
with them, as thou hast been commanded ; and follow not
their vain desires : and say, I believe in all the scriptures
which GOD hath sent down; and I am commanded to

(11) In this passage Muhammad claims that his religion is the
one true religion revealed from the beginning to all true prophets.

This claim is fatal to his own pro_.hetic pretensions; nothing is
clearer than this, since IslSm contradicts the whole plan ofsalvation
revealed in the scriptures of the Old and :NewTestaments. See
notes on chaps, ii. 4o, 90, leo, iii. 2, iv. 44, 45, 152, v. 48-5o, &c.
For other similar passages, see Index under the word QuaA.N. See
also Prelim. Disc., chap. iv.

(13) They u'lw/_avei_d_e_ted,c£c. "The modern Jews and Chris-
tians."--Sa/e.

In a per_lezingdoubt, &c. "Not understanding the true meaning
nor believing the real doctrines thereof."--Sa/¢. This is the inter-
pretation of the commentators. The allusion is to the contro-
versies relative to the doctrines of the Sonship of Christ and the
Trinity.

(14) I believein all thescriptures. See aboveunder ver. 11.
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establish justice among you : GOD is our LORD and your
LORD: unto us w//l our works be imputed, and unto you
will your works be imputed: let there be no wrangling
between us and you ; for GoD will assemble us all at the
last day, and unto him shall we return. (15) As to those
who dispute concerning GOD, after obedience hath been
paid him by receiving his _'digion, their disputing shall be
vain in the sight of their LORD; and wrath shall fall on
them, and they shall suffer a grievous punishment. (16)
It is GOD who hath sent down the scripture with truth;
and the balance of true judgment : and what shall inform
thee whether the hour be nigh at hand ? (17) They who
believe not therein wish it to be hastened by way qf
mockery : but they who believe dread the same, and know
it to be the truth. Are not those who dispute concerning
the last hour in a wide error ?

[I (18) GOD is bounteous unto his servants: he pro-1_ t"
videth for whom he pleaseth ; and he is the strong, the
mighty. (19) Whoso ohooseth the tillage of the life to
come, unto him will we give increase in tds tillage : and
whoso chooseth the tillage of this world, we will give him
the fruit thereof ; but he shall have no part in the life to
come. (20) Have the idolaters deities which ordain them
a religion which GOD hath not allowed ? But had it not
been for the decree of _'esp_ting their punishment to the clay
of separating the infidels from the true believers, judgment
had been already given between them: for the unjust shall
surely suffer a painful torment. (21) On that day thou
shalt see the unjust in great terror, because of their
demerits; and the penalty thereof shall fall upon them:
bug they who believe and do good works shall dwell in
the delightful meadows of Paradise; they shall obtain
whatever they shall desire, with their LORD. This/s the

(19) Whom ¢,hoose_h_ &¢. "Labouring here to obtain a reward

hereafter; for what is sown in this world will be reaped in thenext."--Sale.
Comp. Gal. vi. 8.
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greatest acquisition. (22) This _ what GOD promisetb
unto his servants who believe and do good works. Say, I
,ask not of you, for this my preaehi_, any reward, except
the love of my relations: and whoever shall have deserved
well by one good action, unto him will we add the merit of
another action thereto ; for GOD is inclined to forgive and
ready to. rcwar_t. (23) Do they say Muhammad bath
blasphemously forged a lie concerning Go_ ? If GOD
ple,_seth, he will seal up thy heart: and GOD will abso-
lutely abolish vanity, and will establish the truth in his
words; for he know_.th the innermost part of _nen's

breasts. (24) It /s he who accepteth repentance from
his servants, and forgiveth sins, and knoweth that whicb
ye do. (25) He will incline his ear unto those who
believe and work righteousness, and will add unto them
above what they shall ask or deserve, of his bounty : but the
unbelievers shall suffer a severe punishment. (26) If
GOD should bestow abundance upon his servants, _hey
would certainly behave insolently in the earth: but he
sendeth down by measure _nto every one that which he
pleaseth ; for he well knowe_h and seeth the condition of
h/s servants. (27) It is he who sendeth down the rain,
after men have despaired thereof, and spreadeth abroad his

('2"2) Comp. cimp. xxv. 58, 59.
(23) See chaps, iii. 185, vii. 85 and 203, x. 39, and xi. I4, &e.
lie will seal up ttty heart. The translation should be He could seal,

£c. "The meaning of these words is somewhat obscure. Some
imar_ne they express a detestation of the forgery eha_ed on the Pro-
phet by the infidels ; because none couht be capahle of so wicked an
action but one who_e h_art was close shut, and knew not his Lord :
as if he had said, 'God forbid that thou shouldst be so void of
grace, or have so little sense of thy duty ]' Others think the signi-
fication to be, that God might strike all the revelations which had
been vouchsafed to Muhammad out of his heart at once ; and others,
that God would strcn_thcn his heart with patience against the in-
sults of the believers."--Sale, Baidhduri.

A_d God will absolutely abolish vanity, &c. The translation should

be,But God, &c. Wherefore ffthe doctrine taught in this book be
of man, it will certainly fail and com_ to nothing ; but if it be of
God, it can never be overthrown."--5'ale, Baidhdwi.
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mercy ; and be is the patron, justly to be praised. (28)
Among his signs/s the creation of heaven and earth, and
of the living creatures with which he hath replenished
them both ; and he/s able to gather them together brforc
his tribunal whenever he pleaset, h.

II (29) Whatever misfortune befa]leth you/s sent unto 1_ _ •
you by God, for that which your hands have deserved ;
and yet he forgiveth many things: (30) ye shall not frus-
trate the divine vengeance in the earth; neither shall ye
have any protector or helper against GOD. (:_1) Among
his signs also arc the ships running in the sea, like high
mountains: if he plcaseth, he causeth the wind to cease,
and they lie still on the back of the water : (verily herein
are signs unto every patient a_u/gratefill person) : (32) or
he destroycth them by shipwrec]c, because of that which
their crews have merited; though he pardoneth many
things. (33) And they who dispute against our signs
shall know that there will be no way for them to escape
our ve_geance.

H(34) Whatever things are given you, they are the pro- R_._
vision of this present life ; but the reward which is with
GOD is b_:tter, and more durable, for those who b_lieve,
and put tbcir trust in the LORD; (35) and who avoid
heinous amt filthy crimes, and when they are angry,
forgive; (;_6) and who hearken unto their LORD,and are
constant at prayer, and whose affairs are directed by con-
sultation among themselves, and who give alms out of
what we have bestowed on them ; (37) and who, when an
injury is (tone them, avenge themselves, (38) (amt the re-
taliation of evil ought to be an evil proportionate thereto) :
but he who forgiveth and is reconciled unto his enemy shall
receive his reward from GOD ; for he ]oveth not the unjust_
doers. (39) And whoso shall avenge himself, after he

('28) Conm. John ix. i- 3. Muhammad seems to have entertained
the error of _Iob's irlends.

(37-39) .'lve.ge t/_emsel_es. "Using the means which God ho.s
put into their hands Ior their own delence. Tals is added to com-

VOL. IV. B
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hathbeen injured;astothese,itisnot lawfulto punish

themfor it: (40)but itisonlylawfulto punishthose
who wrong men, and act insolentlyin the earth,against

justice;theseshallsuffera grievouspunishment. (41)
And whoso bearethi_juriespatientlyand forgiveth,verily

this_ a necessarywork.

R-_- [[ (42) Whom GoD shall cause to err, he shall after-
wards have no protector. And thou shall see the ungodly,
(43) who shall say, when they behold the punishment
_rr_7_aredfi_r them, Is there no way to return back into the
worht? (44) And thou shall see them exposed unto hell-
fire ; dejected, because of the ignomitly they shall undcryo :
they shall look at the fire sideways and by stealth; and
the t_ue believers shall say, a/eriiy the losers are they who
have lost their own souls, and their families, on the day

of resurrection: shall not the ungodly eo'ntinue iu eternal
torment ? (45) They shall have no protectors to defend
them against GOD; and whom GoD shall cause to err, he
shall iind no way to the truth. (46) I-Iearken unto your
LoI_D before the day come, which GOD will not keep
back: ye shall have no place of refuge on that day;
neiLher shall ye be able to deny your sins. (47) But if those
to whom thoz_ preachest turn aside from thy admonitions,
verily we have not sent thee to be a guardian over them:
thy duty is preaching only. When we cause man to taste
mercy from us, he rejoiceth thereat; but if evil befall
them, for that which their hands have formerly com-
mitted, ve2ily man bccc_neth ungrateful. (48) Unto GOD
appertaineth the kingdom of heaven and earth: he
ereateth that which he plcaseth; (49)he giveth females
unto whom he ple,qsetb, and he giveth males nnto whom

.......................

plete the character here given ; tor valour and courage are not in-
consistent with clemency,the rule being, Parceres_&jectiset debel&re
stq_erbos."--Sale.

See note on chap. it. _94.

IVhoforgireth, &c. See chap. v. 49.
(45) ll'hom God shall ctntee to et'r, &c. See notes on chaps, vii.

x79, 18o,xvi. 95, and xx. 87.
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he pleaseth ; or he giveth them males and females jointly:
and he maketh whom he pleaseth to be childless ; for he
L_wise and powerful. (50) It is not fit for man that GOD
should speak unto him otherwise than by private revela-
tion, or from behind a veil, (51) or by his sending of a
messenger to reveal, by his permission, that which he
_)leaseth; for he is high and wise. (52) Thus have we .
revealed unto thee a revelation, by our commaud. Thou
didst not understand before this what the book of the
Qurdn was, nor what the faith was ; bul; we have ordained
the same for a light, we will thereby direct such of our
servants as we please ; and thou shalt surely direct them
into the righ_ way, (53) the way of GOD, unto whom
belongeth whatever /s in heaven and in earth. Shall not
all things return unto GOD ?

(50-51) This was said in answer to those who objected that no
one ever _aw Muhammad when receiving his revelations from God.

.lles.senger. See note on chap. ii. 96.
(52) A revelation. " Or, as the words may also be translated, ' Thus

have we sent the Spirit Gabriel unto thee with a revelation.' "--Sale.
Thou didst _*ot understand before t/,is, &e. See note on chap. x. 17.
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CHAPTER XLIII.

ENTITLED SURAT AL ZUKHRAF (THE ORNAMENTS OF GOLD).

.Revealed at llIak]cah.

INTRODUCTION.

ALTHOUGH the faith of Christians is alluded to in this chapter, the

conteats seem to have been solely intended for the instruction and

warlling of the idolaters of Makk:d_. The exposure of their idolatry
is clear and cc_nvincing, while the truth of the new rehgion is

everywhere assumed. T1Je worship of female deities, who were

called by the Arabs "daughters of God," is visited with scathing

irony. " When t)ac of them," says the revelation, "hath the news

brought of the birth of a chihl of that sex, which they attribute unto
the Merciful as his simiiitmle, his face bccometh black_ and he is

oppressed with sorrow !"

The allusion made to the Christian faith, though intended to be

a reply t[_ the Quraish, who had compared the worship of their
deities with the Christian worship of Jesus, yet contains a distinct

denial of tim divinity of the Son of Mary. The Gospel of Jesus,

according to bluhamma,1, was "Fear God and obey me : verily God

is my Lord and your Lord; whercibre worship him: this is the

right way."
The close of the chapter indie_ates that while Muhammad had no

doubt about the triumph of God's cause, yet he despaired of the
conversion of his town._men (vers..39-4i, 88, 89). They have ea_s,

but they h(,ar not. He cries out, "O Lord, verily these are people
who believe not." To which the Lord rcDlies , "Therefore turn aside

from them ; and say, Peace." Thcy are now rejected of God and
his Prophet as reprobates.

Probab[¢ Date of the Revelatio_,s.

There can be no doubt that the whole of this chapter mu.-t be
referred to Makkah. The imagination of the traditionist8 that ver.
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44 was enunciated at Jerusalem during the celebrated night-journey
(Rodwell, note in loco), is refuted by the absence of any proof that
such a j,)urlmy was ever perfol_led.

As to the date, ,aside from the general style of the contents, we
have, in the last verse, a distinct allusion to a breach between
l_Iuimmmad and the Quraish. That this was not the final breach,
when Muhammad determined to h.ave Makkah and go to Madina,
is evident from the absence of any allusion to persecution of the
Muslims. It is probable, therefore, that the allusion here refers
to Muhammad's withdrawal with his followers t_ the house of
Arqd.m to escape the taunts and threatened violence of the Quraish.
This understanding of this passage wouht relegate this chapter to
the fourth year of Muhammad's ministry (mH. 9), with wf_ich the
style of the contents very well agrees, lqoeldeke, however, places
it somewhat later, about the beginning of the fifth year of Muham-
mud's call.

l')'i,)cit_al Sabjecta
VERS_

TiLe Arabic Qurln copied from a divine original . l- 3
Former nations, like the Qt, raish, rejected the prophets 4-7
Idolaters acknowledge God to be creator, yet worship tbe

creature . . 8-14
The Arabs hate female offspring, and yet attribute such to

God ........ 15-t8
Idolaters vainly excuse their unbelief by saying they will

follow the religion of their fathers . 19-24
Abraham rejected tim idolatry of his fathers 25-27
God prospered _he idolatrous Qu!'aish until a prophet came,

and now they reject l_m_ . . 28, 29
The unbelievers rebuked for saying they would have re-

ceived the Qu_n from some great man 3o, 3 t
Poverty only permitted to save men from idolatry 32-34
Devils are constituted the compa_Hons of infidels, who lead

them to destruction . . 35-38
Muhammad exhorted to remain steadlast in faith notwith-

standing theunbeliefof hiscountrymen . 39-44
Mosesrejectedwithcontemptby Pharaohand the Egyp-

tians,who were drowned 45-56
The Arab idolaters justified their idolatry by reference to

the Christian worship of Jesus . . 57, 58
But Jesus did not say he was a god, but was a servant

and a prophet of God . 59-64
Unbelievers warned of approaching judgment . 65-67
The joys of Paradise reserved for Muslims and their wives 68-73
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VE_

Tile danmed shall vainly seek relief in annihilation . 74-78
Angels record the secretplottin_ of infidels 79, 80
If God had a _o,, Mubammad would be the first to wor-

ship him . 8r, 82
God kno_ eth the folly of idolaters .... 83-87
Muhammad commamiedto turn asidefrom the unbelieving

Quraish 88, 89

IN THE .NAME OF THE MOST .MERCIFUL GOD.

l_ _ [I (1) H.M. By the perspicuous book; (2) verily we
have o,'dained the same an Arabic Qurdn that ye may

understand : (3) and it/s certainly written in the original
book, kept with us, being sublinle and full of wisdom.
(4) Shall we therefore turn away from you the admonition,
and deprive you the_'eof, because ye are a people who
transgress? (5) And how many prophets have we sent
among those of old ? (6) and no prophet came unto them
but they laughed him to scorn : (7) wherefore we destroyed
natioTLs who were more mighty than these in strength;
and the example of those who were of old hath been
already set before them. (8) If thou ask them who created
the heavens and the earth, they will certainly answer,
The mighty, the wise God created them: (9) who hath
spread the earth as a bed for you, and hafll made you
pafiis therein, that ye may be directed: (10) and who
sendeth down rain from heaven by measure, whereby we
quicken a dead country; (so shall ye be brou,2ht forth
from your graves :) (11) and who hath created all the
various specms of things, and hath given you ships and
cattle, whereon ye are carried ; (12) that ye may si_ firmly
on the backs thereof, and may remember the favour of

your LOAD,when ye sit thereon, and may say, Praise be

(1) H. "M. See Prelim. Disc.,pp. mo--IO2.
('2) See chaps, xi. 2, 3, xvi. Io5, xli. 2, and notes there.
(3) Originalbook. Tim Preserved Table. Prelim. Disc., p. io8.
(5, 6) Comp. chaps, xxiii. 24-26, and xxv. 5-Io.
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untohim,who hathsubjectedtheseunto our service!for

we couldnothavemasteredthem byourown Tower: (13)
and unto our LORD shall we surely return. (14) Yet have
they attributed unto llim some of his servants as his off-
spring: verily man is openly ungrateful. (15) Hath God
taken daughters out of those beings which he hath created,
and hath lie chosen sons for you 7 (16) ]=Jutwhen one of
them hath the news brought of the birth of a child of that
sex, which they attribute unto the Merciful as his simili-
tude, his face becometh black, and tie is oppressed with
sorrow.

II (17) Do they therefore attrib_le unto God female issue, R _s"
which are brought up among ornaments, and "are con-
tentious without cause? (I8) And do tliey make the
angels, wire are the servants of the Merciful, fcnmles ?

Were they present at their creation 7 Their testimony
shall be written down, and they shall be examined co_t-

cerning the sa_ne ou tl_e day of judgment. (19) And they
say, If the Merciful had pleased, we had not worshipped
them. They have no knowledge herein: they only utter
a vain lie. (20) Have we givea them a book of revela-
tions before this; ai_(t do they keep the same in their
custody ? (21) But they say, Verily we found our fathers
p'.'actising a religion, and we are guided in their fvotsteps.
(22) TiLus we sent no preacher before thee unto a,7d city,
t)ut the i_,habitants thereof, who lived in affluence, said,
Verily we found our fathers practising a religion, and we
tread iu their footsteps. (23) And the preacher answered,
What, although I bring you a more right religion than
that which ye found your fathers to practise ? And they
replied, Yerily we believe not that which ye are sent to
preach. (24) Wherefore we took vengeance on them:

(14-/7) See notes on chap. iv. J I5, 169.
(16) See chap. xvi. 60.
(21) See note i_ll chap. it. r7I.
(2 ,) See the Histories of the former prophets in chap. xi, &c.
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and behold what hath been the end of those who accused

our apostles of imposture.
l_-_" [_t(25) t?,eme_nber when Abraham said unto his father

ami his peol,le , Verily I am clear of the gods which ye
worship, (26) cxce],_ him who hath created me; for he
will direct me aright. (27) And he ordained this to be a
constant doctrine "mmng his posterity, that they should
be turned from ido/ah'y to the _'orshi2) of the oMy true
God. (28) Verily I have pcrmiLtcd these Ma]:I:ans and
their fath_rs to bye in pros]_erity, until the truth should
come unt(_ them, and a manifest apostle; (29) bu_ now
the truth is come unto them, they say, This is a piece of
s,,rcery, anal we believe not therein. (30) Antl they say,
Had this Qtw_in b¢.e.nsent down unto some great man of
either of the two cities, we would have received it. (31) 1)o
they distribute the mercy of thy Lor, D ? We distribute
the necessary prt_vision among _hem in this present life,
and we raise some of them several degrees above the
others, that the one of them may take the other to serve
him : and the mercy of thy LOr,D is more valuable, than
the riches wi_ich they gather together. (32) If it were no_
that mankind would have become one sect of infMels,
verily we had given unto those who believe not in the
Merciful roofs of silver to their houses, and. stairs of silver

by which they might ascend thereto, (33) and doors oar

(9.9) See notes, chaps, x. 39, and xi. I4.
(30) Some great man, i.e., "q'_) ,_n_" of the principal inhabitants

o1" Makkah ov of Tawf, such as al Wa;id, Ibn al Mughaira, or Urwa
lbn M,_fld the Thakihte."--S_de, Baidl, dwi.

" This ver.c is worth marki,_g. M,tny hold that half of Moham-
med's iirst success is to be attributed to his rank and inttuence

among the l_Ieccans. The story of his being chosen t,) put the black
stout in its place show% at all events, that he wa_ respected for his
moral character."--Brin, kman in .Notes on ]slOm. H,)wever this may
be, he had long since lost his prcsuge among the Qur,dsh. His early
successes were due entirely to the supermrity of his ]eligiou to that
of the Arabs, as he claims in vcr. 23 of this chapter.

(31) .Do they distribute, &c. " By _his expression the prophetic
office is here particularly" intendud."--Sale.

(3"2-34) But comp. chap. xxxv. 3o.
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silverto theirhouses,and couchesof silverforthem to

lean on ; (34) and ornaments of gold : for all this is tile
provision of the present life ; but the next life with thy
Lom_ .shall be for those who fear/din.

I', (35) Whoever shall withdraw from tile admonition of s,5,
the Merciful, we will chain a devil unto him, and he shall 1_ !.lo
be his inseparable companiou: (36) (and the deT:ils shall
turn them aside from the way of truth ; ye_ they shall
ima,,_,ine themselves to be rightly directed ;) (37) until,
when he shall appear before us at the la_t da._, he shall
say _o_o the devil, Would to Go_ tirol, between me and
ti)ee there _cas the distance of the east from ti_e west!

(38) Oh how wr(,tched a companion art thou ! But wishes
sh,dl not avail you on this day, since ye have hecn unjust ;
for ye shall be partakers of the savu: punishment. (39)
('ansi thou, 0 Proj)hct, m,tke the deaf to hear, or eanst thou
dirt.el the blind, and him who is in a manifest error?

(40) Whether we take thee away, we will surely take
vengeance on them; (41) or whether we cause thee to
see the punishment witI_ which ue have threatened them
e_eculed, we will certainly prevail over them. (42) Where-
fore hold fast the doctri_e which hath been revealed unto

thee ; for thou art in a right way ; (4.3) and it is a memo-
rial unto thee and thy people, and hereafter shall ye be
examined concerning yo_t'," observance there@ (44) And
ask our apostles whom we have sent before thee whether
u'e have appointed gods for them _o worship besides the
Merciful.

Ii (45) We formerly sent _Ioses with our signs unto _ 1_£"
Pharaoh and his princes, and he said, Verily I am the
apostle of the LOltD of all creatures. (46) And when he
came unto them with our signs, behold, they laughed him

(35) A devil, &c. See chap. xix. 69, 86.
(40) This verse intimates that Muhammad was in doubt as to the

ultimate success of his mission.

(44) "That is, Ask those who profess the rel.i_ions which they
taught, and their learned men."--Sale, Baidh_wi, &c.
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toscorn;(47)althoughwe showed fllcmno sign,but i_

was greater than the other: anti we infl_eted a punishment
on them, that peradventure they might be converted.
(48) And they said unto Moses, 0 magician, pray unto thy
LOI_Dfor us, accordi_g to the covenai_t which he hath
made wifil thee; for we will certainly be directed. (49)
But when we took the plague from off them, behohl, they
brake their promise. (50) And Pharaoh made proclama-
tion amorlg his people, saying, 0 my pe,)ple, is nor, the
kingdom of Egypt mine, a_d the-:e rivers which flow be-
neath me ? I)o ye not see ? (51) Am 1lot I better than
this .Moses, who is a contemptible person, (52) and can
scarce express himself intelligibly ? (53) tIave blacelets
of gold, ti_erefore, been put upon him; or do the _mgels
attend him in orderly procession? (54) And l_]_araoh
!,ersuaded his people to h:_,ht behaviour ; and they obeyed
him: for they were a wicked people. (55) And when they
had provoked us to w:'ath, we took vengeance on them:
_l.l_.dwe drowned them all: (56) and we made them a pre-
cedent, and an examp]e unto others.

R _._ l; (57) And when the son of Mary was proposed for an
(,xample, behoht, thy people cried otlt throuTh excess of joy

(47) No sign but it u_za greater, &e. " Literally, than its s_ster.
The meaning is. that the miracles were all rer_! great and consider-
able, or as the French may express it, by a phrase nearly the same,
lvs uus plu_ grands que les aut_es.;'--.b'ale.

A punishment, viz., " the successive plagues which they suffered
previous to their final destructmn in the Red Sea."--Sale.

Thatperadrenture, &c. This contradicts Exod. iii. 19,2o.
(50-56) See notes, ella]), vii. m4-136.
These rivers. " Tl_e .Nile and it._ branehes."--S, de.

Can scarce expres., himself inlelligit, ly. See chap. x <. 28.
(53) Have bracelets. &c. '" Simh bracelets were borne of the insignia

of royalty; for when the Egypt_alJs raised a per._on to the dignity
of a prince, they put a collar or c,ain of gold about his neck (Gen.
xli. 4_), and brace/cts ,,f gold on his wrists."--Sale, I3aidluiwi.

(57) Thy peoplec,'*edout, &e. " This passage is generally sup-
posed to have been revealed on occasion of an objection made l,v
one Ibn al Zab_i to those words in the twenty-first chapter (vet. 9_)
by which all in general who were worshipped as deities besides
God are doomedto hell : whereupon the infidels cried out, ' We are
content that our godsshouhl be with Jesus ; for he al_ois worshipped
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thereat ; (58) and they said, Are our gods better, or he ?

They have proposed this instance unto thee no otherwise

than for an occasion of dispute; yea, they are contentious

men. (59) ,[cats is no other than a servant, whom we

favoured irish the gift of Trophecy ; and we appointed him

tbr an example unto the children of Israel: (60) (if we

pleased, verily we could from ourselves produce angels, to

succeed you ill the earth ;) (61) aLld he shall be a sign of

the a2oproach of the last hour ; _vherefore doubt not thereof.

And follow me: this/s the right way. (62) And let nor

as GOd/ Some, however, are of opinion it m_ght have been revealed
in answer _o certailx idolaters, _ho said that the Christians, who

received the Scrq_tures, wolshipped Jesus, supi)osing hml to be the
s,,n of God ; whereas the angels were mo_e _orthy of that honour
than he."--S_t/e, lt,,idhdwi.

(59) Jesus 7s no other */,a;_ a serra_d, &c. Muir says : " Thi._ was
• . . the only position which, at the pre._ent advance, period of his
n_ission, Malmmet could consistently fall back upon; and it was
ever after c;tretuiiv maintained S,)me terms of veneratio_t in use

am,rag Chtistia_m are indeed appl*ed to Jesus, as ' tim Word of God,'
and ' ltxs Spirit which he brea_hed into Mary' (chap. ill. 39, iv. 16,
xxi. 9 I, &c.) But tt,e Divine SotlslHp was constantly denied."--
1.,fe o/Mahomet, vol. ii. 1)p. 287, 288.

See al_o notes on chaps, iii. 39, a,d iv. 169.
Au example. " Or an instance of our power, by his miraculous

blrth."--Sale. Set chap. xxl. 91, where tie is calle(l " a sign unto all
creatures."

((.0) We coul.t . . . produce a_.qels. &c. "As easily as we produced
Jesus without a father. The mte_,t ot the w,rds is to show how just
and reasonable it is to think that the angels sh,mld bear the relation
of children to men, rather than to God ; they being l_i_ creatures a_
_ell as men, and equally m his power.'--Sale, Baidhdwi.

(61) A sign.., oJ the last hour. " For sonic time hcf, re the resur-
rectmn Jesus l_-to desce_(l on earth, according to the Muhammadans,
l_ear Damm-cu_ (Pt'elim. l)lsc., pp. x32-t33), or, as some say, _mar a
rock in the Holy Land named Afik, with a lance in his hand where-
with he is t() kill Antichrist, whom he will encounter at Ludd, or
Lydda, a small town not far from Joppa. Tlmy add that he will
arrive at Jerusalem at the time of mormng prayer ; that he shall per-
torm his devotmns aiter the Mulmmmadan iz_stitution, and officiate
instead of the Imam, who shall give place to him ; that he will
break down the cross m_d de_troy tim churches of the Christians, of

horn he will make a general slaughter, exceptino only such as shall
profess Isl£m," &c.--Sa/e, Baidhdwi, Jaldhtddin.

Sue also Prelim. D_se., p. x33.
(62) See note on chaps, iv. l _6, and v_. _t2.
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Satan cause you to turn aside : for he is your open enemy.
(63) And when Jesus came with evident miracles, he said,
Now am I come unto you wifl_ wisdom, and to explain
unto you part of those things concernin_ which ye disagree ;
wherefore fear God and obey me. (64) Verily Go_) is my
LOI'_Dand your LOr:D; wher(,'fore worship him : this is the
right way. (65) And the confederated sects among them
fell to variance: but woe unto those who have ac:ed

unju<ly, because._ of the punishment of a grievous day.
(66) Do t]_e u_dxlierers wait for any other than the hour
ofj_dgment ; that _r nmv (,ome upon tilem suddenly, while
they foresee it not? (67) Tile intimate friends on that
day shall be enemies unto one another ; except the pious.

7 ,
1_ i g ]1(68) O my servants, there shall no-fear come on you

thi_ day, neither shall ye be grieved. (69) who have
believed in our signs and have been Mfislims ; (70) enter
ye into Paradise, ye and your wives, with great, joy. (71)
Dishes of g,,ld si_all be carried round unto them, and cups
without handles: and therein shall they enjoy whatever
their souls shall desire, and whatever their eyes shall de-
light in : and ye shall remain therein for ever. (72) This
is Paradise, which ye have inherited as a reward for rha_
which ye have wroughg. (73) Tilerein shall ye have fruits
in abundance, of which ye shall eat. (74) But the wicked

(63) IY_sd_,m. "That is, with a book of revelations and an excel-
lent sy.-tem of religimd'--Sale.

Pa_t ,,f t/,,,e,' t/,inqs. &c. " l_It_hammad again is careful only to
allow that J_-sus only eanw to explain "part of tho_e thing,,' &c."--
Brincl:mau m _5_t,,s o,i lsldm, tie, however, refers to the ti_inge
about which the Je_c,_ differed in hi._ time. The Christians having
departe,l from the true faith, as he beliered, a new prophet wa_
needed to witne:,s u_ and e_tablisb the doctrine of the D_vme unity.

(65) " This may 1)e understood either of the Jews in the time of
Jesu% who opp,-ed his doctrine, or of the Cimstians since, who have
ralhm into v,uiou_ ot,mions concerning him, some making him to
be G,(I_ others the S,m or" God, and otimrs one of the persons of the
Trinity, &c."--S, de, Baidluiwi. I think the reference is clearly to
the Chr_stimJs oMy.

(7o) Your wiw, s. Who are presumed to be true believers.
(71-73) See note on chap. iiu r5.
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shall remain for ever in the torment of hell: (75) it shall

not be made lighter unto them; and they shall despair
therein. (76) We deal not unjustly with them, but they

deal unjustly with their own souls. (77) And they shall
call aloud, saying, 0 M£hk, intercede for us that thv LORD

would end us by annihilation. He shall answer, Verily

ye shall remain here for ever. (78) We brought you the

truth heretofore, but the greater part of you abhorred the
truth. (79) Have the i77fidels fixed oil a method to cir-

ei_mveat our Apostle? Verily we will fix on a method to

circz_s_q'ent them. (80) Do they imagine that we hear not
their secrets and their private discourse ? Yea, and o_r

messengers who attend them write down the same. (81)
Say, If the Merciful had a son, verily I would be the first

of those who should worship him. (82) ]_'ar be tim LOI_D
of heaven and earth, the LOl:D of the ti_rone, from that

which they affirm of him/ (83) Whelcfore let them wade

in their vanity, and divert themselves until they arrive at

their day with which they have been threatened. (84) tie
who is GOD in heaven is GOD on earth also ; aud he/s the

x_ise, the knowing. (85) And blessed be he unto whom
alrflertaineth tim kingdom of heaven and earth, and of

whatever is between them; with whom is the knowledge

of the last hour; and before whom ye shall be assembled.
(86) They _'hom they invoke besides him have not the

privilege to intercede for others ; except those who bear

(77) 0 Mdl_k. "Thi_ the Muhammadans suppose to be the name
of the principal angel who has charge of hell."--Sale. See chap.
lxxiv. 3o.

He sh_dl answer. " Some say timt this answer will not be given
till a thousand years after."--_a/e.

(80) Our messengers, i.e., "the guardian angels."--Sa_e. But see
chap. I. t6.

(tS1) If the Merc;fuI had a son, &c. Comp. chap. xxxix. 6.
(86) Except those who bear _cit,ess, i.e., " to the doctrine of God's

unity. The exception conmrehe_tds Jesus, Ezra. and the angels,
who will be admit.ted as intercessors0 though they have been wor-
shipped as gods."--Sale, Ba_dtMw_, Jaldludd_n. But see notes on
chaps, it. 47, 123, vi. 5o, and xxxix. 45.
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witness to the truth, and know the same. (87) If thou ask
them who hath created them, they will surely answer.
GoD. How therefore are they turned away to the,worship
of ot]_ers? (88) God also heareth the saying of the l_rophet,
O LOAD,verily Lhese are people who believe not: (89) and
]_eanswereth, Therefore turn aside from them; axed say,
Peace: hereafter shall they know t]tcir folly.

(88) .The sayiag Rodwell translates And one .¢aith. Of this pas-

sage Nodhleke says a few words must have been lost here, as tl_e

words _: even if the diacritical points are changed, cannot be

_atisfaetori]y connected with the preceding verse.

(89) S,y, Peace, &c. See _mte .ll chap. xxv. 64.
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CHAPTER XLIV.

I!:N'rlTLED SURAT AL DUKII,_..N (SbIOKI:).

I_cvealed at Makkah.

I YTRODUCTION.

q'_lJs i_ a distinctively _L_l_kan chapter. Its title is found in vet. 9,
wllere a visible smoke is m_.ntioned. The subject of the preacher is

the necessity of accepting Isl_.m. The Qar_.n, he declares, is a reve-
lation from the only true God. This revelation the :people l_a,l

rejected, cspecla_ly i:s teaching concer_ing the resurrection and the

judgment. They had even charged their t'ropi_ct with for;:ery and

with beiz_g a madman. They are now warned of coming calamity of
Divine vengeance, unless they immedi_ttely repent and accept Ishim.

Thi_ illstruction is eI_tbrced by refert.nee to the destructioll of Pha-

raoh and his hosts, and of the people ot TubbS, for their unbelief,

and for their ignominious treatment of the prophets of God. To this

i_ add,_d a description of the horrors of hell and the joys of Paradise.

The chapter ends with a notice of the Divine condescension in giving

the Alah people his Word in their own language.

Probable Date of the Revelations.

All a::ree that the revelations of this chapter are of _,Iakkan

origin. S.me have thought, without good reason, that vers. x4 and

s 5 are Madinic, because of the supposition that the plague alluded

to in ver. 14 refers to a famine which visited Makkah after the

Hi.ira , and that the vengeance of ver. 15 was taken at Badr. The

reference i_ these verses, however, is to the plague and vengeance

of God to be visited upon the unbelievers in the judgment-day, and
in the perdition to follow.

We learn from ver. x3 that while some of the people of Makkah

charged their Prophet with forgery, others, moved by either more

charitable or more contemptuous feelings, merely called him a mad-

man. These charges, in the absence of any show of violence towards
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the preacher or followers of the new faith, point to an early period
as the date of this chapter. _,Iuir idaees it in the early part of the
fourth sta_e, i.e., at a permd extending from the sixth to ti_e tenth
years of Muhammad', mission. Noi_ldeke places it in his second
_Iakkau period, or the fifth and _ixth years of Muhammad's nfission.

]'rf;icipal SM,jects.

The Qur_in _,entdown on the Blessed Ni_:ht I-6
God the only source of life . • • 7
Unbelievers threatened with the tormenting smoke of tile

judgement-day . • . 8-I5
Pharaoh and his people destroyed for rejecting Moses . . 16-32
The I)eople ol Makkah threatened with the fate of the people

of Tubb_i 33-37
God did not create the universe m jest . 3S. 39
The judgment-day a day when none shall be helped 40--42
Punishment ,,f the wicked in hell 43-5 °
tle_rard._ of the righteous in Paradise . 5t-57
The Qurtln revealed in Arabic as an admonition . 58

IN TIIE :NAME OF TIIE 5lOST MEIIOIFUL GOD.

R _14 [', (1) tI. M. By the perspicuous book of t/_e Qurdn;
(2) verily we have selJt down the same on 't blessed lJight

(for we had engaged so to do), (3) on the night wherein is

distinctly sent down the decree of every determined thing,
(4) as a command from u._. Verily we have ever used to

send apo,sllr._ wit/_ 9"evclations at Tro2er intervals, (5) as a

(1) H.M. Set' Plelim. Disc., PI" Ioo-_o2.
()2 A blcsscdnT,htff. "Gel_e_'tllv, ..sin)posed to bethat between the

twentv-thir l alld twenty-f( utth ot ttamadhS.n. See Prelim. ]);so.,
p. 1o8. and ctiap, x(:_i_,and tim notes tm:re.':--Sale.

(3) "For annu:,ily on this night, as the Muhammadans are taught,
all the events of tiw ensuin_ year, witil respect to life and deati_ and
the other affairs ol tills _,rhi. are disposed a_Jdsettled. Some. how-
ever. SUpl,,-e that these _ m,l.- leflq' only to that !,articular mght on
which the Qunin. wherein ,re completely contained tile Divine deter-
minations m respect I() rehgmn and m.rahty, wa, sent down ; and,
according to this expositiolJ, the paasage nmy be rendered, 'The
night whereon every determined oradjudged matter was sent down' "
-- Sale, Baidhdwl, and Jaldluddin.
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mercy from thy LORD; for it ishe who hearethand

knoweth:(6)the LORD ofheavenand earth,and ofwhat-
ever/sbetweenthem; ifye are men of sureknowledge.

(7) There is no GOD but he : he giveth life, and he eauseth
to die; he is your LORD, and tile LORD of your forefathers.
(8) Yet do they amuse themselves with doubt. (9) But
observe theln on the day whereon the heaven shall produce
a visible smoke, (10) which shall cover mankind: this
will be a tormenting plague. (11) They shall say, 0 LOltD,

take this plague from off us: verily we will become u'ue
believers. (12) How should an admonition be of avail to
them i_ this condition; when a manifest apo,_tle came
unto _hem, (13) but they retired from him, saying, This
_an /s fi_structed by others, or is a distracted person ?
(14) We will take the plague from off you, a little: but
ve will certainly return to your infidelity. (15) On the
day whereon we shall fiercely assaul_ them with great power,
verily we will take vengeance on them. (16) We made

(9) Smoke. The commentators differ in their expositions of this
passage. Some think it spoke of a smoke which seemed to fill the
air during the famine which was inflicted on the Makkans in Muham-
road's time, and was so thick tlmt, though they could hear, yet they
could not see one another. But, according to a tradition of All, the
smoke here meant is that which is to be one of the previous signs
of the day of judgment, and will fill the whole space from east to
west, and last for forty days. This smoke_ they say,. will intoxicate.
the infidels, and issue at then" noses, ears, and postermrs, but will very
little inconvenience the true believers."--Sa/e, Jab2luddin.

(13) This ma_ is i_structed by others, &c. See note on chap. xvi.
mS.

(14) The p/ague. " If we follow the former exposition, the words
are to be understood of the ceasing of the famine upon the interces-
sion of Muhammad, at the desire of the Qur_dsh, and on their pro-
nnse of beliewng on him, notwithstanding which, they fell back to
their old incredulity ; but if we follow the latter exposition, they are
to be understood of God's taking away the plague of the smoke, after
the expiration of the forty days, at the prayer of the infidels, and
on their promise of receiving the true faith, which bein_ done, they
will immediately return to their wonted obstmacy."--Sa/e. See also
chap. xxiii. 65, note.

(15) '" Some expound this of the slaughter at Badr, and others of
the day of judgment.'--Sa/e.

VOL. IV. C
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trial of the people of Pharaoh before them, and an honour-
able messenger came unto them, (17) m_dng, Send unto

me the servants of GoD; verily I am a faithful messenger

unto you: (18) and lift not yourselves up against GOD;
for I come unto you with manifest power. (19) And I

fly for protection unto my LORD, and )'our LORD, that ye

stone me not. (20) If ye do not believe me, at least de-

part from me. (21) And when they accused him of impos-
ture, he called upon his LORD, sayimJ, These are a wicked

people. (22) And God said unto him, March forth with

my servants by night; for ye will be pursued: (23) and
leave the sea divided, that the _gyptians _nay enter the
same ; for they are a host doomed to be drowned.

s_:. I] (24) lIow many gardens, and fountains, (25) and fields

of corn, and fair dwellings, (26) and advantages which they
enjoyed, did they leave behind them ! (27) Thus we dis-

29ossessed them thereof; and we gave the same for an inhe-

ritance unto another people. (28) :Neither heaven nor

earth wept for them; neither were they respited any
longer.

_. II (29) And we delivered the children of Israel from a
shameful affliction; (30) from Pharaoh; for he was
haughty, and a transgressor: (31) and we chose them,

knowingly, above all people; (32) and we showed them

several signs, wherein was an evident trial. (33) Verily

(17) Send unto me, &c., i.% " Let the Israelites go with me to wor-
ship their God."--Sate.

(19) _bme me not. "Or that ye injure me not, either by word or
deedY--Sale, Bai_ihdwi.

('20) Del,artfrom me. Without opposing me, or offering me aa_y
injury, which I have not deserved from vou."--Sale.

(27) We gave the same, &c. See chat',, xxw. 57-59, and note on
chap. vb. I37.

(28) Wept. "That is, none pitied their destructiom"--,.qale.
(31) IVe chose them knowi,2gly, _.e., "knowing that they were

w(,rti_y of our choice ; or notwithstanding we knew they would, in
time to come, fall into idolatry, &c."--Sa/e.

(;_2) S/gns. "As the dividn_g of the Red Sea ; the cloud which
shaded them ; the raining on the,n of mmma and quails, &c."--_ale,
Baidhdwi.
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these Makers say, (34) Assuredly our final end will be
no other than our first natural death; neither shall we be

raised again : (35) bring now our forefathers back to life,

if ye speak truth. (36) Are they better, or the people
of TubbY, (37) and those who were before them? we
destroyed them, because they wrought wickedness. (38)
We have not created the heavens and the earth, and
whatever/s between them, by way of sport: (39) we have
created them no otherwise than in truth ; but the greater
part of them do not understand. (40) Verily the day
of separation shall be the appointed term of them all:
(41) a day whereon the master and the servant shall be
of no advantage to one another, neither shall they be
helped; (42) excepting those on whom GoD shaU have
mercy ; for he/s the mighty, the merciful.

JJ(43) Verily, the fruit of the tree of az Zaqq/tm (44)[_ s
shall be the food of the impious ; (45) as the dregs of oil
shall it boil in the bellies of the damned, (46) like the
boiling of the hottest water. (47) .And it shall be said to
the tormentors, Take him, and drag him into the midst of
hell: (48) and pour on his head the torture of boiling
water, (49) saying, Taste th/s ; for thou art that mighty
and honourable person. (50) Verily this is the punish-

(36) The people of Tubbg, viz., "the HamyArites, whose kings had
the title of Tubb_ (Prelim. Disc., p. 26). The commentators tell
us that the Tubb£ here meant was very potent, and built Samar-
can(|, or) as others say, demolished it; and that he was a true
believer, but his subjects were infidels.

"This prince seems to have been Abu Qarib Asad, who flourished
about seven hundred years before Muhammad, and embraced
Judaism, which reli_on he first introduced into ¥aman (being the
true religion at that time, inasmuch as Chmstmnity was not then

romul,,ate _ --_ " " "p _ d, ,uu was, for that cause probably, slain by his own
people."--Sa/e, Baidh_wi, al Janndbi.

(39) Ia truth. See notes on chaps, xxi. 16, I7, and xxxviii. 26.
(40) The day of separation, i.e.) "the day of judgment, when the

wicked shall be separated from the righteous.,, , &c."_Sale.
(43) Az Zaqq_,n. See chap. xxxvii. 60. "Jal£1uddin supposes

this passage to-have been particularly levelled at Abu Jahl.'--,._a/e.
(44-50) See note and references at chap. ii. 38.
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merit of which you doubted. (51) But the pious shall be
lodged in a place of security, (52) among gardens and
fountains: (53) they shall be clothed in fine silk, and in
satin; and they shall sit facing one another. (54) Thus
shall it be: and we will espouse them to fair damsels,
h:_ving large black eyes. (55) In that place shall they
call for all kinds of fruits, in full security: (56) they shall
not taste death therein, after the first death; and God
shall deliver from the pains of hell: (57) through tho
gracious bounty of thy LORD. This will be great felicity.
(58) Moreover we have rendered the Qurd_ easy for thee,
by revealing it in thine own tongue ; to the end that they
may be admonished; (59) wherefore do thou wait the
event ; for they wait to see some misfortune befall thee.

(51-57) See notes on chaps, iii. 75, and 196-I98, and xxxvii.
39-48-

(58) Thi_e owntongue. See note on chap. xli. 2, 3.
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CHAPTER XLV.

_-'rirLm_SUgAr_ J_SfrAH(K_m_Ln_G).

/_evea/edat Makkah.

INTRODUCTION.

THE title of this chapter is derived from verse 27,where it is said
that in the judgment every nation shall he seen kneeling before God.
The general outline of the teaching of this chapter differs little from
that of other chapters enunciated at Makkah. God is declared to
have revealed himself to Muhammad in tile Qur£n. Before this he
had revealed himself to men in his works of creation and providence,
and to the children of Israel in the Law and file Prophets. Infidels
may reject this new revelation, but they shall realise, only too late
for repentance to avail, that they have committed a fatal error.

The main point of interest to the Christian is the plain recognition
of the Jewish Scriptures as the Word of God, preceding in date of
revelation the Qur_n. Muslims are, therefore, bound to receive the
Bible as the Word of God.

Probable Date of the Revelatio_m

No_ldeke places the date of this chapter immediately after that of
chap. xli. This agrees very well with the circumstances of the
Muslims revealed in this chapter. Much depends upon x_hat is
implied in the exhortation of vers. 13 and I4. If the exhortation
is intended to restrain the Muslims from violent resentment of the

insults poured upon them, the date assigned above may be regarded
as pretty correct. If, however, the exhortation implies actual per-
secution of Muslims, the date must be fixed at a later day.

Principa£ Subject_.
VE_,BFS

The Qurku a revelation from God I
God revealed in his works . 2-_
Punishment of those who reject the QurSh 6-Jo
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VE_

God's mercy seen in his works of providence I I, I2

Muslims exhorted to forgive the unbelievers . . • 13, I4
The Book of the law, wisdom, and prophecy given to the

Israelites 15, I6

Muhammad received the QurSh . . I7-x9

The wicked and just not rewarded alike 20

Unbelievers and idolaters threatened . . 21, 22

God the author of lib'e, therefore may raise tile dead . . 23-25
Contrasted condition of believers and unbelievers in the

judgment .... 26-34
PraiSe to the Lord of the universe 35, 36

IN THE h'AME OF THE MOST MERCIFUL GOD.

R 1i-7" [[ (1) H.M. The revelation of this book /s from the
might3,, the wise GOD. (2) Verily both in heaven and
earth are signs of the divine ;oower unto the true believers :
(3) and in the creation of yourselves, and of the beasts
which are scattered over the face of the earth are signs unto
people of sound judgment ; (4) and also i_ the vicissitude
of night and day, and the rain which GOD sendeth down
from heaven, whereby he quickeneth the earth after it
hath been dead: in the change of the winds also are signs
unto people of understanding. (5) These are the sig-as
of GoI_ ; we rehearse them unto thee with truth. In what
revelation therefore will they believe, after they have

(1) IL M. See Prelim. Disc., pp. Ioo-]o2.
_'his book is, &c. S_,e note on chap. xl. 2.
(3) " By the days of God, in ttds place, are meant the prosperous

successes _;f his people in battle againsL the infidels. The passage
is said to have been revealed on account of Omar, who being reviled
by one of the tribes of Ghafhr, was thinking.to revenge himself by
force. S-me are of opinion that this ver.-e is abrogated by that of
IYar."--Sale, J_a_dhdwi.

Since, accordin_ to Muslim beliet; God will not pardon those who,
havii_g injured their fellow-men, have failed to secure pardon from
them, this precept would amount t, a refusal to allow enemies to
escape the Divine wrath. See Prelim. Disc., pp. I45, x46. The
forbearance towards enemies inculcated here was, however, dictated
by policy. See note on chap. ii. Io8.
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rejected GOD and his signs ? (6) Woe unto every lying
and impious person; (7) who heareth the signs of GoD,
which are read unto him, and afLerwards proudly persisteth
in infw_lity, as though he heard them not: (denounce
unto him a painful punishment:) (8) and who, when he
eometh to the knowledge of any of our signs, receiveth
the same with scorn. For these /s 2rre2ared a shameful
punishment: (9) before them lieth hell; and whatever
they shall have gained shall not avail them at all, neither
shall the idols which they have taken for their patrons
besides GOD; and they shall suffer a grievous punishment.
(10) This/s a true direction ; and for those who disbelieve
the signs of their LORD,is 2yrejoared the punishment of a
painful torment.

II (11) It is GOD who hath subjected the sea untoR _
you, that the ships may sail therein, at his command;
and that ye may seek advantage unto yoursdz'es by com-
merce, of his bounty ; and that ye may give thanks : (12)
and he obligeth whatever /s in heaven and on earth to
serve you; the whole being from him. Verily herein are
signs unto people who consider. (13) Speak unto the
true believers, that they forgive those who hope not for
the days of GOD, that tie may reward people according to
what they shall have wrought. (14) Whoso doeth that
which is right doth i2 to the advantage of his own soul ;
and whoso doeth evil doth it against the same : hereafter
shall ye return unto your LOAD. (15) We gave unto the
children of Israel the book of the law, and wisdom, and
prophecy; and we fed them with good things, and pre-
ferred them above all nations: (16) and we gave them
plain ordinanves concerning the business of religion;
neither do they fall to variance, except after that know-
ledge had come unto them, through envy among them-
selves : but thy LORD will decide the controversy between
them on the day of resurrection, concerning that wherein

(163 See notes on chap. xliii. 63.



CHAP. XLV.] ( 40 ) [$1PARAXXVo

they disagree.(17)Afterwardswe appointedthee, 0

Muham_d, toFrom_dgatea law concerningthe business

ofrd_fion:whereforefollowthesame,and follownot the

desiresofthosewho areignorant.(18)Verilytheyshall

not availthee againstGOD at all;the unjustare the
patronsof one another;but GoD is the patronof the

pious. (19) This (2urdn delivereth evident trreceTts unto
mankind; and /s a direction and a mercy unto people
who judge aright. (20) Do the workers of iniquity
imagine that we will deal with them as with _hose who
believe and do good works, so that their life and their
death shall be equal ? An ill judgment do they make.

1{ _9" If (21) GoD hath created the heavens and the earth in
truth, that he may recompense every soul according to
that which it shall have wrought; and they shall not be
treated unjustly. (22) What thinkest thou ? He who
taketh his own lust for his God, and whom GoD causeth

knowingly to err, and whose ears and whose heart he
imth sealed up, and over whose eyes he hath cast a veil;
who shall direct him, after GOD shall have forsakeT_ him ?

Will ye therefore not be admonished ? (23) They say,
There is no other l_fe, except our present life : we die, and
we live ; and nothing but time destroyeth us. But they
have no knowledge in this _natter; they only follow a
rain opinion. (24) And when our eviden_ signs are
rehearsed unto them, their argument which they offer
against tl_e same is no other than that they say, Bring to
life our fathers who have been dead ; if ye speak truth.
(25) Say, GOD giveth you life; and afterwards causeth
you to die: hereafter will he assemble you together on
the day of resurrection; there is no doubt thereof; but
the greater pars of men do not understand.

(17) Ofthosewho are ignorant. "That is, of the principal Quraish,
who were urgent with Muhammad to return to the religion of his
forefathers."--Sale.

('2"2) tVhom God _useth ]¢nowi_gly to err. See note and references
in chap. vii. 179, _8o.
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]1(26) Unto GOD appertaineth the kingdom of heaven R _o"
and earth ; and the day whereon the hour shall be fixed,
on that day shall those who charge the Qurdn with vanity
perish. (27) And thou shalt see every nation kneeling:
every nation shall be called unto its hook of account ; and
_ shall be $aid unto them, This day shall ye be rewarded
according to that which ye have wrought. (28) This our
book will speak concerning you with truth; therein have
we written down whatever ye have done. (29) As to
those who shall have believed and done good works, their
LORD shall lead them into his mercy: this shall be
manifest felicity. (30) But as to the infidels, it shall be
said unto them, Were not my signs rehearsed unto you_
but ye proudly rejected them, and became a wicked people !
(31) And when it was said unto you, Verily the promise
of GOD/s true : and as to the horn' of judgment, there is no
doubt thereof : ye answered, We know _ot what the hour
offl_dgment is: we hold au uncertain opinion only; and
we are not well assured of this matter. (32) But on that
day the evils of that which they have wrought shall
appear unto them ; and that which they mocked at shall
encompass them: (33) and it shall be said unto them,
Tills day will we forget you, as ye did forget the meeting
of this your day : and your abode shall be hell-fire ; and ye
shall have none to deliver you. (34) This slball ye suffer,
because ye turned the signs of GOD to lidicule; and the
life of the world deceived you. On this day, therefore,
they shall not be taken forth from thence, neither shall

they be asked any nwre to render themselves well-pleasing
unto God. (35) Wherefore praise be unto GOD, the LORD
of the heavens, and the LORD of the earth; the Lotto of
all creatures : (36) and unto him be glory in heaven and
earth; for he/s the mighty, the wise God.

('27) Every _ation. "_['he original w(_rd, umm_t,..Pr°_erlv,, signaifies
a people who profess one and the same law or rehgmn. - kga/e. The
followers of each of the great propi_ets constitute an ummat.

This day shall ye be rewarded, &e. See Prelim. Disc., pp. 14.;, 145.
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CHAPTER XLVI.

ENTITLED SURAT AL AHO_F (THE SANDHILLS).

l_eve_le_ at MakT_.

INTRODUCTION.

I_ this chapter the dwelling-place of the _dites is called al Ahq_f ;

hence the title. Sale says, "Al Ahq_f is the plural of haqf, and
signifies sands which lie in a crooked or windi_g manner_ whence it
became the name of a territ,wv in the province of Hadhramaut."

Rodwell locates the saT_dhill_ at Tayif. This is in accordance with

Sprenger's theory of the 2[dites, adopted by Muir in his Life of
Mahomet, vol. i._ Introd., p. cxxxviii, note.

The object of this chapter was to warn the people of Makkah of

the impending judgments of God on account of their sin of rejecting

Muhammad and the QurSh. They had charged their Prophet with

being an impostor, who had forged a book which he called the
Qur_in. In this they were encouraged by certain Jews. On the

other hand, certain other Jews, probably adherents from Madlna,

upheld the claims of Muhammad, declaring that the teaching of the

Qur_n was confirmatory of the doctrine of their own Scripturea
Thus encouraged, Muhammad answers the charges of his enemies
by a solemn warning. He can now afford to be patient and calmly
await the destruction of the unbelievers.

It is here specially noteworthy how Muhammad likens himself to

the former prophets (vers. 2o-3Q, putting Ills own message to the
Quraish, with their taunting reply, into the mouths of H_td and the

/_dites, yea, even into the mouths of the believing geniL But oxx

this point see introduction to chapter xi.

Probable Date of _he Revelations.

Ver. 9 of this chapter is supposed by some to be Madinie, because

of the Jews being mentioned ; but this reason is not valid, since the

Jews mentioned here were no doubt Jews of Madina visiting
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Makkah, with whom Muhammad was now in close correspondence,
if indeed they were not his adherents. The "w/tne._8" surely does

not refer to any particular person, as Baidh_wi and others suppose,

when referring it to Abdullah Ibn SalSm.

On similarly weak grounds, vers. 14-i7, and 34, 35, have been
regarded as Madinic. We may theretore safely regard the whole
chapter as Makkan. Vers. 3o-31 were not, however, originally m

this place (see notes), but they nevertheless belong to the same

period.
As to the date of the revelations, we have the mention of the dis-

_.ourse of Muhammad to the genii, which occurred on his return
from Tayif, just before the Hijra This agrees with the allusion to

the f,tte of tile people of al Ahq£f 9 who inhabited the region about
Tayif', and with the attitude of _fuhammad (vet. 34) toward the

unbelievers, and also with the mention made of the Jews of Madina_

with whom Muhammad was now in correspondence, lqo_lucke

places this chapter immediately after chap. vii.

Principal S_d_jects.
VERSE9

The QurSh a revelation from God . , . x

Creation a witness for God against idolaters and idolatry 2-5
Muhammad charged with forging the Qur_u 6, 7
Muhammad, hke other apostles, only a warner . . 8

Believing Jews confirm the Qur_n ; unbelieving Jews call it

an antiquated lie . . 9,Io
The Qur£u confirms the Book of Moses II

True believers, their happy condition . . 12, 13
Obedient sons and true believers, their life here and here-

after . . ]4, 15
The conduct and fate of the disobedient son . . . 16,x7

Rewards and punishments bestowed in accordance with
works .... 18, I9

The fate of the people of al Ahq£f,'&e., a warning to Makkah 2o-27

The genii converted by hearing Muhammad recite the Qur£n 28-3 I
God able to raise the dead; Muhammad exhorted to patience

and forbearance 32-35
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IN THE NAME OF THE MOST MERCIFUL OOD.

Tw_.._. [I (1) ]_. M. The revelation of this book /s from theBIXTH

s,P^_A, mighty, the wise GOD. (2) We have not created the
I_ _" heavens and the earth, and whatever is between them,

otherwise than in truth and for a determined period; but
the unbelievers turn away from the warning which is
given them. (3) Say, What think ye? Show me what
part of tile earth the idols which ye invoke, besides GoD,
have created ? Or had they any share in the creation of
the heavens ? Bring me a book of scriTture revealed before
this, or some footstep of ancient knowledge, to countenance
your idolatrous Irractices ; if ye are men of veracity. (4)
Who is in a wider error than he who invoketh, besides
GOD, that which cannot return him an answer, to the day
of resurrection; and idols which regard not their calling
on them ; (5) and which, when men shall be gathered
together to .]'v.d,jment, will become their enemies, and will
ungratefully den)" their worship ? (6) When our evident
signs are rehearsed unto them, the unbelievers say of the
truth, when it come.th unto them, This/s a manifest piece

of sorcery. (7) Will they say, Muha_nmad hath forged i_ ?
Answer, If I have forged it, verily ye shall not obtain for
me any favour from GOD: he well knoweth the injurious
lan_tuage wtfich ye ut_er conccrning it: he is a sufficient
wiLness between me and you ; and he/s gracious and mer-
ciful. (8) Say, I am not singular among the apostles;

(1) H.M. See Prelim. Disc., pp. ioo--Io2.
This book. See note on chap. xi. z.
(2) I_ truth. See notes on chaps, xxi. I6, 17, and xxxviii. _.6.
A dstermmed periz_d. '" Being to last for a certain space of time,

and not for ever."--Sale.

(3) The idols. This should be the gods or the angels.
(4) To the day, &c., i.e., until the day of the resurrection, when

they will repudmte their worshippers.
(6) The truth, i.e., the Qur£n.
A manifest piece of sorcery. See chaps, iiL 48, x. 39) and xxi. 5.
(8) I am not singular among the apostles. " That Is, I do not teach

a doctrine different lrom what the former apostles and prophet_
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neither do I know what will be done with me or with you

hereafter : I follow no other than what is revealed unto

me; neither am I any more than a public warner. (9)

Say, What is your opinion ? If this book be from GoD,

and ye believe not therein; and a witness of the children

of Israel bear witness to its consonancy with the law, and

believeth therein; and ye proudly reject the same: are

ye not unjust doers _. Verily GOD directeth not unjust

people.

I! (I0) ]_ut those who believe not say of the true be-R 3"

lievers, If the doctrine of the Qurdn had been good, they had

not embraced the same before us. And when they are not

guided thereby they say, This is an antiquated lie. (11)

Whereas the Book of Moses was revealed before the Qur(_n,

to be a guide and a mercy: and this /s a book coniirming

have taught, nor am I able to do what they could not, particularly
to show the signs which every one shall think fit to demand."--Sale,
Baidd_dwi.

The meaning seems to me to be, that his being called a sorcerer
and an impostor is not wonderful, inasmuch as other prophets were
treated in hke manner. See chap. xxi. 26-mo.

A public warner. See notes on chaps, ii. 119, iii. 184, and vi.
Io 9.

(9) A witness. "This witncss is generally supposed to have been
the Jew hbdullah Ibn Sale.m, who declared that Muhammad was
the prophet foretold by Moses. Some, however, suppose the wit-
hess here meant to have been Moses hin_elf.'--_a/ej Baidh4wi,
JaMludd_n.

See notes on chaps, vi. 2o and x. 93. "Whettler the _witness'
and other Jewish supporters of Mahomet were among his professed
followers, slaves perhaps, at Mecca, or were casual visitors there
from Israelitish tribes, or belonged to the Jewish residents of Me-
dina (with the inhabitants of which city the Prophet was on the
point of establishing friendly relations)," we cannot do more than
conjecture."---Muir in Lif¢ of Mahomet, vol. ii. l'. I85.

(10) If . . . th* Qurdn, &c. "These words were spoken, as some
think, by the Jews, when Abdullah professed Isl£m ; or, according
to others, by the Quraish, because the first followers of Muhammad
were for the most part poor and mean people ; or else by the tribes
of A_mar, Ghatf_.n, and Asad, on the conversion of those oi Juhainah,
Muzainah, Aslam, and Ghifkr."--Sa/e, Baidhdwi.

An antiquated lle. See chaps, x. 39, and xxi. 5-
(11) A book confirming, &c. See notes and references at chap. ii.

40.
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the same, delivered in the Arabic tongue; to denounce
threats unto those who act unjustly, and to bear good
tidings unto the righteous doers. (12) As to those who
say, Our LORD /s GOD; and who behave uprightly, on
them shall no fear come, neither shall they be grieved.
(13) These shall be the inhabitants of Paradise, they shall
remain therein for ever: in recompense for that which
they have wrought. (14) We have commanded man to
show kindness to his parents : his mother beareth him in
her womb with pain, and bringeth him forth with pain:
and the space of his being carried in her womb, and of
his weaning, /s thirty months; until, when he attaineth
his age of strength, and attaineth the age of forty years,
he saith, O LORD, excite me, by thy inspiration, that I
may be grateful for their favours, wherewith thou hast
favoured me and my parents; and that I may work
righteousness, which may please thee: and be gracious
unto me in my issue; ibr I am turned unto thee, and

am a Muslim. (15) These are they from whom we accept
the good work which they have wrought, and whose evil
works we pass by ; and they shall be among the inhabitants
of Paradise: this is a true promi._e, which they are pro-
mised in this world. (16) He who saith unto his parents,
Fie on you! Do ye promise me that I shall be taken

Arabi,: to_gue. See note on chap. xli. 2.3.
(14) Thirty n2ollths. " At the least ; tbr if the full time of suck-

ling an infant be two years (chap. i_. 233), or twenty-four months_
there remain but six _onths for the space of his being carried in the
womb, which is the lea_t ahat can be allowed."--Sale, Baidlvbwi.

_brty years, &c. " These words, it is said, were reveale,1 on account
of Abu l;aqr, _ho professed Islam in the iortieth year of his a_e,
t_vo years utter 3iuhammatt'._ mission, and was the only person, eiti_er
of the Muh_jjirin or the Ans(tr._, whose father and mother were also
converh.d ; h_.s son Al,durrahm_in and his g_,mdson Abu Atik like.
wi_c embracing the same iaith."--Sa/e, Baidhdwi.

Rodwell thinks this mte,'p,.etation was invemed by the Muslims
after the acc_ssiol, ,,f Ai,u ]_aqr to the khalilat.

(16) __e on yore " '['he _()r(ls seem to be general ; but it is said
the-)- were revealed particularly on occasion ol Abdurrahm_n, the son
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forth from the grave, and restored to life ; when many gene-
rations have passed away before me, and none of them have
q'eturned 5ac]c? And his parents implore GoD's assistance,
and say to their son, Alas for thee ! Believe ! for the pro-
raise of GOD is true. But he answereth, This is no other

than silly fables of the ancients. (17) These are they
whom the sentence passed on the nations which have been
before them, of genii and of men, justly fitteth ; they shall
surely perish. (18) For every one /s prepared a certain
degree of haTpiness or misery, according to that which they
shall have wrought: that God may recompense them for
their works: and they shall not be treated unjustly.
(19) On a certain day the unbelievers shall be exposed
before the fire of hell ; and it shall be said unto them, ¥e

received your good things in your lifetime, while ye were
in tile world ; and ye enjoyed yourselves therein : where-
fore this day ye shall be rewarded with the punishmenv
of ignominy ; for that ye behaved insolemly in the earth,

without justice, and for that ye transgressed.IL(20) :Remember the brother of _d, when he preached P_ _.
unto his people in al Ahq£f (and there were preachers
before him and after him), saying, Worship none but GoD:

verily I fear for you the punishment of a great day.
(21) They answered, Art thou come unto us that thou
mayest turn us aside from the worship of our gods ? Bring
on us now the punishment with which thou threatenest us,
if thou art a man of veracity. (22) He said, Verily the
knowledge of the time when your punishment will be inflicted
/s with GOD; and I only declare unto you that which I
am sent to preach ; but I see ye are an ignorant people.
(23) And when they saw the preparation made for their

of Abu Baqr, who used these expressions to his father and mother
beforehe professedIsL4m."--S_He,Baidhdwi.

Silly/able.s, &c. See chap. xxi. 5.
(17) Shall _rely perizh. "Unless they redeem their fault by

repentance and embracing the true faith, as did Abdurrahm_-n."--
,%/e.

(20) The brotherof A'd, i.e., the prophet Hfid. See chap. xi. 5o.
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2unishm, nt, namely, a cloud traversing the sky, and tend-
ing towards their valleys, they said, This 4s a traversing
cloud, which bringeth us rain. H_d answered, Nay ; it is
what ye demanded to be hastened: a wind wherein is a
severe vengeance : (24) it will destroy everything, at the
command of its LOP,D. And in the morning nothing was
to be seen besides Bheir empty dwellings. Thus do we
reward wicked people. (25) We had established them in
the like flourishing condition wherein we have established
you, 0 men of Makkah ; and we had given them ears, and
eyes, and hearts : yet, neither their ears, nor their eyes, nor
their hearts profited them at all, when they rejected the
signs of GOD; but the vengeance which they mocked at
fell uFon them.

1_ _" LI(26) We heretofore destroyed the cities which were
round about you; and we variously proposed our signs
unto them, tha_ they might repent. (27) Did those pro-
tect them whom they took for gods, besides GOD, and
imagined to be honoured with his familiarity ? Nay; they
withdrew from Lhem: yet this was their false opinion
which seduced them, and the blasphemy which they had
devised. (28) t_emember when we caused certain of the
genii to turn aside unto thee, that they might hear the
Qur£n ; and when they were present at the reading of the

(24) I_ will destroy everything. " Which came to pass accordingly ;
for this pestilential and violent wind killed all who believed not m
the doctrine of H_d, without distinction of sex, age, or degree, and
entirely destroyed their possessmns."_Sale. See notes to chaps, vii.
66-73, and xi. 50 seq.

Observe how Hfid is represented as speaking iu the language of
Muhammad. See Introd.,chap. xi.

(9.6) Cities... round about you. "As the settlements of the Tha-
mfidites, Midianites, and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c."--
fira/e.

(28) Oertaia... genii. " The_e genii, according to different opin-
ions, were ot NisibiH, or of Yaman, or of Nineveh ; and in number
nine or seven. They heard Muhammad reading the Qurgn bv ni,_,ht.
or after the morning prayer, in the valley of al Nakhlah, during°tht_
time of tHs retreat to al Tayif, and believed on him."--Sale, Baidh-
tiwi, Jaldludd_7t. Comp. chap. lxxii, x-I 9.
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same, they said to one another, Give ear : and when it was

ended, they returned back unto their people, preaching
wight they had heard. (29) They said, Our people, verily
we have heard a book read unto us, which hath been re-

vealed since Moses, confirming the scri2ature which was
delivered before it, and directing unto the truth and the
right way. (30) Our people, obey GOD'S preacher; and
believe in him; that he may forgive you your sins, and
m_ty deliver you from a painful punishment. (31) And
_hoever obeyeth not GOD'S preacher shall by no means
frustrate God's vengeance on earth; neither shall he have
any protc_ctors besides him. These will be in a manifest
t.rror. (32) Do they not know that GOD, who hath created
the heavens and the earth, and was not fatigued with the
creation thereof,/s able to raise the dead to life? Yea,
verily; ibr he /s almighty. (33) On a certain day the
u:d)elievers shall be exposed unto hell-fire ; and it shall be

s_id u_to them, Is not this really come to 2oass? They shall
answer, Yea, by our LOI_D. God shall reply, Taste, there-
lore, the punishment of hell, for that ye have been unbe-
lh.vers. (34) Do thou, 0 .Prophet, bear the insults of thy
peolJlc with patience, as our apostles, who were endued
with constancy, bear the injuries of their Teople ; and re-
_luire not their _n,nishment to be hastened unto them. On
the (lay whereon they shall see the punishment wherewith

(.29)Revealed ¢ince Moses. "Hence the commentators suppose
those genii, before their conversion to Muhammadanism, to have
beenof the Jewish reli_on."--Sale.

See this incident described in Muir's Life of Mahomet,vol. ii.
1)p.203-205.

(31) God'spreacher, i.e., Muhammad. See note on chap. ii. zr9.
Nodhlekethinks veto. 2o-3x miqplacedhere, as they break the con-
nectionbetween vers. 19and 32.

(34) Bear . . . with patience. " But his biography is full of in-
._t_ncesof Mohammed not bearing insults with patience, and having
thosewho spoke against him killed. When at ]_Ieecahe is patient,
beingpowerless ; when at the head of an army at Medina, he kills
tlLosewho oppose him with words only."--Brit_ckman in Note*on
Isldm. This is true; but the Muslim reply is that in both cases he
acted in accordancewith the command of God.

VOL. IV. D
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they have been threatened, (35) it shall seem as though
they had tarried in the world but an hour of a day. Th/s
is a fair warning. Shall they perish except the people
who transgress ?

(85) But an hour. See chap. xxiii. Ix,



CHAPTER XLVII.

ENTITI_D SURAT MU]_AMMAD.

Revealed at Mad_na.

INTRODUCTION.

This chapter is also entitled WaR. because of the command enjoin-
ing the Muslims t_) fight in tim cause of religion, which is certainly
a more appropriate title than that of Muhammad.

Ever)- student of lsl{m_ has observed the wondrous change which
came over Muhan_mad and his religion at the time of the flight to
Madina. Nothing could illustrate this change better than a com-
parison between this chapter and the one just preceding it. In chap.
xlvi. we have Muhammad the warner of Makkah. There Islam is

pcact.al)le. Its Prophet is exhorted to bear the insults of the unbe-
hevers with patience. In this chapter we have Muhammad the
general of armies. Here I.q_im is warlike. Muslims are now re-
_luired to lay aside the emblems of peace and to draw the sword.
They are now enjoined to "strike off the heads" of their enemies.
All must be prepared not only to spend their substance in the cause,
but to fight to the death.

As yet but petty expeditions were sent forth from Madina
hara_ the caravans of the Quraish. Yet even this required courage
and _elLdenial. Some of the Muslims were timorous. The "hypo-
crites" of Madina, begrud_ng the cost of this warfare, and perhaps
feariu_, the conse(tuenees of a war with Makkah, were busy dissuad-
ing the Muslims from carrying out the war policy of Muhammad.
Both these parties are attacked in this chapter. Cowards and hypo-
crite._are alike threatened with the horrors of hell ; while rivers of
pure water, rivers of milk, rivers of wine, rivers of clarified butter,
aud all kinds oi fruit_ are set before the eyes of the faithful as the
sure reward of thoBe who fight valiantly the battles of the
Lord.
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ProbableDate of theR_eZ_io_.

Some Muslim writershave regardedthischapteras Makkan, but

the best authorities, Baidhd.wi, Zamakhshari, Jal',lluddln as Syfiti,

&c., agree that it is Madinic. One writer, Umar bin Muhammad,

Itqan 43, maintains that ver. _4 was revealed during the flight from
Makkah, when Muhammad with tearful eyes looked back towards

his birthplace.
Noeldeke fixes the date of this chapter at a period some time after

the victory oi Badr. The reason for this opinion is his interpretatmn

of ver. 37, which, he thinks, alludes to the efforts of ,-ome of Muham-

mad's people to conclude peace with the Quraish after the success
of the Muslims at :Badr. Thi_ date is, however, too late to account

for the fear of the l_luslim_ rebuked in this chapter. After the
victory of Badr the fears of the fmthful were all dispelled, so that at

the battle of Ohod we find Muhammad himself obliged to assume an

offel:sive rather than a defensive policy, owing to the impetuosity

of his followers. It is better to fl.lb)w Muir here, amt to place the

date of this chapter before the battle of Badr, say the latter part of

a.t_. I. See Muir's Life of Maho,_et, vol. iii. pp. 79-8I.

Principal SMJjects.
VEI_ES

The works of those wlm oppose Isl£m shall come to naught.

True believer- shall receive the expiation of their runs. 2, 3
How enemies of Islgm are to be treated in war 4. 5
God will reward those who fight for Islgm . 6-8

God will utterly destroy the unbelievers 9-_2

The final condition of believers and infidels contrasted 13-I7

Hypocrite._ reproved and warned . . 18-2o
Muhammad commanded to ask pardon for tn_ sins . 21

Cowardly Muslims and hypocrites rebuked and warned 22-33

Those who wouhl <ii-_uade Muslims from their duty warned 34_36

Muslims exhorted to boldness in warring for their faith . 37
Muslims exhorted to liberality in contributing towards the

expenses of holy war 38_4 °

IN TIlE NAME OF TItE MOST I_IERCIFUL GOD.

R _. H (1) God will render of none effect the works of those
who believe not, and who turn away men from Lhe way of
GOD; (2) but as to those who believe, and work righteous-
ness, and believe the _'evelation which has been sent down



SIPARA XXVI.] ( 53 ) [CHAP. XLVIL

untoMuhammad (foritisthetruthfrom theirLOI',D),he

willexpiatetheirevildeedsfrom them,and willdispose

theirheartaright.

[ (3)This willhe do,becausethosewho believenot
followvanity,and becausethosewho believefollowthe_:u_.

truth from the LORD. Thus GOD propounde_h unto men
their examples. (4) When ye encounter tile unbelievers,
strike off their heads, until ye have made a great slaughter
among them ; and bind them in bonds ; (5) and either give
them a free dismission afterwards, or exact a ransom ; until
the war shall have laid down its arms. This shall ye do.
Verily if God pleased he could take vengeance on them
witlwut your assistance ; but he commandeth you to fujht
his battles, that he may prove the one of you by the other.
And as to those who fight in defence of God's truc religion,
God will not suffer their works to perish; (6) he will
guide them, and will dispose their heart aright; (7) and
he will lead them into Paradise, of which he hath told

them. (8) O true believers, if ye assist GOD by fighting
for his religion, he will assist you against your enemies;

('2) [Vill expiate. See note on chap. iii. 194.
(4) U_tbelievers, ie., the Makkall _md other euemies of Isl,4m.
Str,ke off their ],eads, &e. " This law the ttanifites judge to be

abrogated, or to relate particularly to the war ot l_adr, for the seve-
rity here commanded, which was necessary in the beginning of
Muhammadism, they think too rigorou_ to be put in practice iu its
flourishing state. But the Persians and some ofl_ers hoht the com-
mand to be still in full force ; for, according to them, all the men
of tull age _ho are taken in battle are to be slain, unless they
embrace the Muhammadan faith ; and those who fall irate tim hands
of the Muslims after the battle are not to be slain, but may either
be set at liberty gratis or on payment of a certain ransom, or may
be exchanged fox Muhammadan prisoners, or condemned to slavery,
at the pleasure of the Im_.m or prince."--Sa/e, Baidhdw,

See notes on chap. viii. 4o, 59, 68.
(5) Those who fight, &c. " Some copies, instead of qdtilu, read

q_tilu, according to which latter reading it should be rendered, _who
are slain ' or ' suffer martyrdom,' &c."--Sa/e.

The text is correct. The object of the exhortation is to encourage
the faithful to fight for their religion. The promise is not only to
the martyrs, but to all wire fight for Islam.
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and willsetyour feetfast: (9) buL as doe the infidels,let

them perish; and their works shall God render vain.

(I0) This shallbefallthem,because they have rejectedwith
abhorrencethatwhich GoD hath revealed:whereforetheir

works shallbecome of no avail. (ii) Do they not travel

through the earth,and see what hath been the end of

thosewho werebeforethem ? GOD utterlydestroyedthem :

and the like catastropheawaiteth the unbelievers. (12)

This shall co_ze to pass, for that GOD is the patron of the

true believers, and for that the infidels have no protector,
1_ _" II (13) Verily GOD will introduce those who believe

and do good works into gardens beneath which rivers flow :
but the unbelievers indulge themselves in pleasures, and

eat as beasts eat; and their abode shall be hell-fire. (14)

How many cities were more mighty in strength than thy

city which hath expelled thee; yet have we destroyed
them, and there was none to help them ? (15) Shall he

therefore, who followeth the plain declaration of his LORD

be as he whose evil works have been dressed up for him

by the devil, mid who follow their own lusts ? (16) The

description of Paradise, which is promised unto the pious:
therein are rivers of incorruptible water; and rivers of

milk, the taste whereof changcth not ; and rivers of wine,

pleasant unto those who drink ; (17) and rivers of clarified
honey : and therein shall they have plenty of all kinds of

fruits; and pardon from their LORD. Shall the man for

wltam these thinffs are prepared be as he who must dwell for

ever in hell-life; and will have the boiling water given

(13) S,,e note on chap. lii. 15.
(14) Which ]_ath expelled thee. Muhammad here predicts the

destructmn of Makkah alld its idolatrous inhabitants. There should
be "none to help them." The leniency which afterward led him to
spare the c_ty and its people was dictated by circumstances which
made forbearance more pohtic than the fulfihnent of his own pro-
phecy. See Muir's Life of Mahomet, vol. iv. ])p. x2o-I22 note.

(16) Rivers o.f wine. The word here translated wine is k.hamr,
which all Muslims admit to be the word used specially to indicate
intoxicating drinks. See notes on chaps, ii. =x8, iv. 42. and v. 92.
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him to drink which shall burst their bowels ? (18) Of
the _nbdievers there a_'e some who give ear unto thee, until,
when they go out from thee, they say, by way of doG, ion
unto those to whom knowledge hath been given, What
hath he said now ? These are they whose hearts GOD hath
sealed up, and who follow their own lusts; (19) but as to
those who are directed, God will grant them a more ample
direction, and he will instruct them what to avoid. (20)
l)o the infidels wait for any other than the last hour, that
it may come upon them suddenly? Some signs thereof
are already come; and when it shall actually overtake
them, how can they then receive admonition ? (21) Know
therefore that there is no god but GOD; and ask pardon
for thy sin, and for the true believers, both men and women.
GOD knoweth your busy employment in the world, and the
place of your abode hereafter.

[I (22) The true believers say, Hath not a Sura been I_ 9"
revealed commanding war against the infidels ? But when
a Sura without any ambiguity is revealed, and war is
mentioned therein, thou mayest see those in whose hearts
is an infirmity look towards thee with the look of one
whom dearth overshadoweth. I_ut obedience wo_dd be

(18) Those to whom knowledg,_ hath bee_ given, i.e., "the more learned
(,f Muhammad's companions, such as Ibn Ma_i_d aud Ibn Ahbtis."--
Sale, Jaldluddin.

(19) tie will instra_ct them, &c. " These words may also be trans-
lated, He will reward them for their piety."--Sale.

(20) Sonte Mgns, dee. "' As the missio_l of Muhammad, the split-
tmg ot the moon, and the smoke mentioned m the 44th chapter."--
S,de.

('21) Ask pardo;_for thy sin, &c. " Thougll l_iuhaanmadhere and
elsewhereacknowledgeshimself to be a sinuer, yet several Muham-
madan doctors pretend he was wholly free from sin, and suppose he
i._here commanded to ask forgive.ess, not that he wanted it, but that
he might set an example to his followers : wherefore he used to say
of himself,if the tradition be true, ' 1 ask pardon of God an hundred
times a day.' "--Sa/e.

See notes on chaps, iv. los, ix. 43, xl. 57, xlviii. I-3, lxvi. I, &c.
(22) These words were uttered previous to the battle of Badr_

_hen as yet there were many timorous ones among the faithful.
See _luir's Life of Mahomet,vol. ifi. p. 79.
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more eligible for them, and to speak that which is conve-
nient. (23) And when the command is firmly established,
if they give credit unto GOD, it will be better for them.

(24) Were ye ready, therefore, if ye had been put in autho-
rity, to commit outrages in the earth and to violate the
ties of blood ? (25) These arc they whom GOD hath cursed
and hath rendered deaf, and whose eyes he hath blinded.
(26) Do they not therefore attentively meditate on the
Qurdn ? Are there locks upon their hearts ? (27) Verily
they who turn their backs, after the true direction is made

manifest unto them, Satan shall prepare their wickednc._._
for them, and God shall bear with them for a time. (2S)
This shall befall them, because they say privatdy unto
those who detest what GOD hath revealed, We _ill obey
you in part of the matter. But GODknoweth their secrets.

(29) How therefore will it be with them when the _mgels
shall cause them to die, and shall strike their faces and

their backs ? (30) This shall they svffer, because they fol-
low that which provoketh GOD to wrath, and are averse
to what is well-pleasing unto him: and he will render
their works vain.

R _- II (31) Do they in whose hearts is an infirmity imagine
that God will not bring their malice to light ? (32) If we
pleased, we could surely show them unto thee, and thou
shouldest know them by their marks; but thou shalu cer-
tainly know them by their perverse pronunciation of their
words. GOD knoweth )'our actions ; (33) and we will try

(23) Thi._ verse contains an implied threat against the timorous
and hypocritical followers of MuIlammltd, referred to in ver. 22.

(94) If ye had been put in authority. ""Or. as the words may al.-o
be translated, 'If ye had turned hack.' and' apostatised from your
faith.'--Sale.

(28) Obey. in 2;_art,Le., " Obey in part of what vc desire of us, by
staying at home and not going forth _ith Muhammad to war, aml
by private combination against hun."--._ale.

(31) In whose hearts is an infirmzty, "a_ hypocrisy, cowardice, or
instability in their religion."--,iah..

(32) Perversetrronunciation ofu'ords. Either by playing upon the
winds of the Qur',tn to pervert its meaning (see chaps, ii. 57, 58, and
vii. i63) , or the uttering of vain excuses to escape trom tile duty of
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you, until we know those among you who fighL valialltly,
and who persevere with constancy: and we will try the
reports of your behaviour. (34) Verily those who believe
not, and turn away men from the way of GOD, and make
opposition against the Apostle, after the divine direction
hath been manifested unto them, shall not hurt GOD at
all ; but he shall make their works to perish. (35) O true
believers, obey GOD; and obey the apostle: and render
not your works of no effect. (36) Verily those who believe
not, and who turn away men from the way of GOD, and
then die, being unbelievers, GODwill by no means forgive.
(37) Faint not, therefore, neither invite your enemies to
peace, while ye are the superior : for GOD/s with you, and
will not defraud you of the merit of your works. (38)
Verily this present life/s only a play and a vain amuse-
meat; but if ye believe, and fear God, he will give you
your rewards. He doth not require of you your w]wle
substance ; (39) if he should require the whole of you, and
earnestly press you, ye would become niggardly, and it
would raise your hatred against his ATostlc. (40) Behold,
yc ure those who are invited to expend loart of your sub-
stance for the support of GOD'S true religion; and there are
some of you who are niggardly. But whoever shall be
ni.,:gardly shall be niggardly towards his own soul ; for GOD
wauteth nothing, but ye arc needy: and if ye turn back,
he will substitute another people in your stead, who shall
not be like unto you.

(, " T ' " Tti_htmg ior their rehgion ; the meaning in this case being perver_
_Tecches calculated to discourage others. See ver. 34.

(40) He will substitute people.., not like you, i.e., " In backward-
ness and aversion to the propagation of the faith. The people here
designed to be put in the place of these lukewarm Muslims are

Sahn_.n wan sitting bv him, clapped his hand on his thigh and said,
' This man and his nation.' Others, however, are of o])inion the
Ans£rs or the angels are intended in this place."--Sa/e, IYaidh4wi.
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CHAPTER XLVIII.

SURh.T AL FATAH (VICTORY).ENTITLED

.Revealed at Ma_i_,

INTRODUCTION.

T_tIs chapter take_ its name from the statement in the fir.,t verse.
A similar statement in ver. 27 would 6dye the same title.

This chapter is composed of two parts, written at different times.

I am not certain as to the precise point of division, whether at the

beginning of ver. 2o or of vet. 25 : on the whole, I prefer the former.

According to thi_ plan, the first portion of the chapter consists of
vcrs. 1-19, which relates to the victory of the Muslims over the

Jews at .Khaibar, and to the expedition previously made to Makkah,

which ended hi the truce of IIudaibiyah. This truce, though a

deep humiliation to the Muslims at the time, turned out to be a

master-stroke oi policy, and might therefore be termed a victory.

The second portion of this chapter, consisting of vers. 2o-29, was

added on here, perhaps, by the compilers of the Qur£n, bemuse it
related also to a victory--the victory of the Muslims over the sacred

city of Makkah. The reasons for this division will appear from a

perusal of the notes. The chapter as a whole is well named. Arabia

was m_t yet conquered, but the final victory of the Muslims was now
so well assured as to require no prophetic vision to foretell it.

Probable Date of the Rcv,:lations.

lqo_ldeke assig_s vers. x-x 7 to a period immediately after the

expedition to IIudaibiyah, in the month of Zul Q'ada, A.H. 6. The

remainder of the chapter he places after the victory of the Muslims

over the Jews of .Khaibar, in the early part of A.r_. 7-

I am unable to follow No_ldeke here, for reasons expressed in the

notes on the chapter. I would assign vers. 1-i 9 to a period imo
mediately following the victor)- at .Khaibar, A.H. 7, a victory which
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restored the prestige of the Muslims, lost in a measure at Hudaibiyah,
and at the same time afforded an opportunity to punish the Bedouin
Arabs for their previous diAoyalty. ¥er_. 20-29 I would assign to a
period immediately following tile conquest of Makkah, but preced-
ing the battle of Hunain, ^._. 8.

Principal Subjects.
VEI_

The victory (at .Khaibar) the earnest of tile pardon of the
sins of the Prophet . . . i- 3

The mighty God the comforter of true helievers, but the
punisher of hypocrites . 4-7

Loyalty to Muhammad is lovalty to God . . 8-io
Bedouin Arabs denounced for their treachery at Itudaibiyati

and their subsequent hypocrisy . xI-x4
The Bedouin Arabs refused a share of the booty taken at

Khaibar, but encouraged wittl promises . 15, I6
'['hose alone excused from going to war who are incapacitated I7
._Iuslim fidelity at Hudaibiyah rewarded by the victory at

.Khaibar and much spoil takenthere . I8, 19
3lany spoils assured to the believers though God had pre-

vented tim plunder of Makkah . . . 20-24
God spared Makkah in the expedition to Hudaibivah out

of compassion ..... 25, 26
The conquest of Makkah the divine attestation to Muham-

road's apostleship and the religion of isl_im 27-29

IN THE NAME OF TIlE MOST I_IERCIFUL GOD.

]1 (1) Verily we have granted thee a manifest victory, R
(2) that GOD may forgive thee thy preceding and thy

(1) A manifes_ victory. " This victory, according to most received
interpret._tion,, was the t.tkin_a,,. of the city of Makkah. The passage
is said to have been r(.vealed on Muhammad's return from the
expedition of al HudaibD'ah , and contains a promise or prediction ot"

tl_e:it:t_ success_whici_ ha_,pened not t(i|l two years after ;thep ' ' ns bein_ therein used, accordin. to tile prophetm style,
lot the future.

"Ttmre are some, notwithstanding, who suppose the advantage
ilere intended was the pacitication oi al Hudaiblyah, which is here
called a wctory, because tim Makkans sued for peace and made a
truce with Muhammad, their breaking of whictl occasioned the
taking of MakkaiJ. Others think tile conquest of Khaibar, or the



CHAP. XLVIII.] ( 60 ) [SIPARA XXVI.

subsequent sin, and may complete his favour on thee, and
direct thee in the right way; (3) and that GOD may assist
thee with a glorious asAstance. (4) It is he who sendeth
down secure tranquillity into the hearts of the true
believers, that they may increase in faith beyond their
former faith; (the hosts of heaven and earth are GOD'S;
and GOD is knowing a'_zdwise) : (5) that he may lead the
true believers of both sexes into gardens beneath which
rivers flow, to dwell therein for ever; and may ex_)iate
then' evil dt.t,l._ from them: (this will be great felicity
wkh GOD:) (6) and that he may punish the hypoerkical
men, and the hypocritical women, and the idolaters, and
the idolatresscs, who conceive an ill opinion of GOD. They
shall experieucc a turu of evil fortune; and GOD shall bc
angry with thehl, and shall curse them, and hath prepared
hell for them : an ill journey shall i_ be thither !

N,,,. ]l (7) Unto Oor, bel,,n,j the hosts of heaven and earth;

ictorv over the Gre,:ks at ._[ut% &¢., to be meant in this place."--
Sale, l_aidh(_ t,,;, Zo,v_!.l, _,,,,'_.

There is not the ,qi:htest l(.ason for beheving that Muhammad
intended to foretell any iu_,ure event. The preponderance of Muslim
authority i,tv.uls tile _elcre.cc to a l,a._ event See also Muir's

Life of M_d_z,:t, v()l iv. t)_?. 36, 37, and note there. The conquest
ot .Khaibar, _hich occurre_(,on ,t'ter tile treaty of Hudaibiyah, is
probably mtemied hcle.

('2) ]7_at God ",_,g .f,,ruiv,: tl, ec. " That is to say, that God. may
#ve thee an opl)or:unilv oi de_-erving forgiveness by eradicating of
idolatry, and exalting ]ais tlue relig,don, aml the delivering of the
weak irom the hands of the ungodly. 5:c."--S,/e.

Thy prece_fi,,g a,d t]*y subsequent si,, i.e., "whatever thou hast
done worthy oi r, prehension, or thy sins committed as well in the
time of ignorance as sit,(.e. Some expound the words more parti-
cularly, and say the l,recedi,,g or former fault was his lying with his
handmaid Mary (chal,. lxvi. note,), contrary to his oath ; and the
latter his maxrying of Zamab, the wife of Zaid, his adopted son
(eh'q). xxxiii, notes)."--Sale, Z_Lm_khsh_eri.

Nothing could more clearly di_l)rove the Muslim pretension that
the prophets were sinless. See notes on chaps, iv. io5, ix. 43, xl.
57, and xlvii. 2 L

It is hardly possible that the allusion here should be to the affairs
of Zamab and Mary, tbr in these he professed to have the sanction
of Divinity.

(5) Expiate their evil deeds. See note on chap. iii. i94.
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and GOD is mighty and wise. (8) Verily we have sent
thee to be a witness, and a bearer of good tidings, and a
denouncer of threats; (9) that ye may believe in GoD
and hi_ Apostle ; and may assist him, and revere him, and
praise him morning and evening. (10) Yerily they who
swear fealty unto thee, swear fealty unto GoD : the hand
of GoD is over their hands. Whoever _hall violate h/s

oath will violate the same to the hurt only of his own
soul: but whoever shall perform that which he hath
covenanted with GOD, he will surely give him a great
reward.

[I (11) The Arabs of the desert who were left behind R T_o"
will say unto thee, Our substance and our families eln-
ployed us, so that we went not forth with lime. to wa_";
wherefore, ask pardon for us. They speak that with their
tongues whmh/s not in their heal_s. Answer, Who shall
be able to obtain for you anything from GOD to the con-
trary, if he is pleased to aflhet you, or is pleased to be
gracious unto you ? Yea, verily, GoD is well acquainted
with that which ye do. (12) Truly ye imagined that the
Apostle and the true believers would never return to their
families: and this was prepared in your hearts: but ye
imagined an evil imagination; and ye are a corrupt
people. (13) Whoso believeth not in GODand his Apostle,
verily we have prepared burning fire for the unbelievers.

(10) Who swearfealtt/. &c. "The original _ord signifies publicly
to acknowledge or in_mgurate a prince by swearing fidelity an[t
obedience to him."--_ale.

The hand . . . over their ha_zds. '" That is, he beholdeth from
above, that is, witness to the solemnity of your g_ving your faith to
his Apostle, and will reward you for it. The expression _flludes to
the manner of their plighting their faith on these occasions."--Sale,
Jal6luddin.

I (11) The Arabs of $he d_crf, &c. "These were the tribes of Aslam,
, uhainah, Muzainah, and Ghif£r, who, being summoned to attend
Muhammad in the expedition of al Hudaibiyah, stayed behind, and
excused themselves by saying their families mu,t suffer in their
_Lbsence, and would be robbed of the little they trod (for these tribes
were of the poorer Arabs) ; whereas in reality they wanted firmness
ia the faith and courage to face the Qumish."_Sale, 13aidl_dwi.
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(14) Unto GOD bdongeth the kingdom of heaven and
earth: he forgiveth whom he pleaseth, and he punisheth
whom he pleaseth: and GOD is inclined to forgive, and
merciful. (15) Those who were left behind will say,
When ye go forth to take the spoil, Suffer us to follow
you. They seek to change the word of GOD. Say, Ye
shall by no means follow us: thus hath GOD said hereto-
fore. They will reply, Nay: ye envy us a share of the
booty. But they are men of small understanding. (16)
Say unto tile Arabs of the desert who were left behind,
Ye shall be called forth against a mighty and a warlike

nation; ye shall fight against them, or they shall profess
Islam. If ye obey, GOD will give you a glorious reward:
but if ye tur_ back, as ye turned back heretofore, he will
chastise you with a grievous chastisement. (17) It shall
be no crime in the blind, neither shall it be a crime in the

(15) Those . . . left behind, viz., "in the expedition of Khaibar.
The PropheL returned from al Hudaibiyah in l)hu'l Hajja, in the sixth
year of the Hijra, and .-rayed at Madina the remainder of that month
and the beginning of Muharram, and then set forward against the.
Jews of K.hail_ar with those only _ho had attehded him to Hu-
daibiyah ; and having made ilimselt' master of the place, and all the
castles and strongholds in that territory, took spoils to a great value,
which he divided among those who were present at that expedition.
and none else."--Sale, 13aidluiwi.

l_ote that all these military orders, ti_ese arrangements for the
campaigm against the enemies of Isl'_m, are here set forth as matter_
of Divine revelatiom Not only i._ iealty to Muhammad now become
fealty to G(,d (ver. xo), but it would appear that the very thoughts
of Muhammad have become to him as the thoughts of God.

Theg seek to e]ian.qe ltve word of God. " V_'hicll was his promise to
those who attended the Prophet to al Hudaibiyah, that he would
make them amends for their missing of the plunder of Makkah at
that time by _:iving them that of .Khaibax in lieu thereof. Some
think the u'ord here intended to be that passage in the ninth chapter
(ver. 84), Ye shall not go forth with me for t]_e future, &c., which yet
was plainly revealed long after the taking of .Khaibar, on occasion
of the expedition of Tabfiq."

(16) A warlike _u_tiou. "These were Banu Hunifa, who inhabited
al Yamdma, and were the followers of Musailama, Muhammad¥
competitor; or any other of those tribes which apostatised from
Muhammadanism ; or, as others rather suppose, the Persians or the
Greeks."--Sale, Jal_ludd_n.
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lame, neither shall it be a crime in the sick, if they go _wt
forth to war: and those who shall obey GOD and his
Apostle, he shall lead them into gardens beneath which
rivers flow; but whoso shall turn back, he will chastise
him with a grievous chastisement.

[I (18) Now GOD was well pleased with the true be-R _'11
lievers when they sware fidelity to thee under the tree;
and he knew that which was in their hearts; wherefore
he sent down on them tranquillity of mind, and rewarded
them with a speedy victory, (19) and many spoils which
they took: for GOD is mighty and wise. (20) GOD pro-
mised you many spoils which ye should take; but he

1_) _fzhe_ Shey sware fw_elity, &c. "Muhammad, when at al
Hudaibiyah, sent Jaww£s Ibn Umaiya tile .Khudhglte to acquaint
the Makkaus that he was come with a.peaceable intention to visit
the temple ; but they, on some jealousy conceived, refusin_ to admit
him, the Prophet sent Othmgn Ibn Air,in, whom they imprisoned,
and a report ran that he was slain : whereupon Muhammad calh.d
his men about him, and they took an oath to be faiththl to bin h
even to death ; during which ceremony he sat under a tree, supposed
by some to have been an Egyptian thorn, and by others a kind of
lote-tree."--Sa_e, Baldly2 wi.

Tranquilli_y. The original word is Sak_naz, and is found also in
vet. 4. See note on chap. ii. 248.

A speedy victory. Sale says, "The success at Khaibar, or, as some
others rather ima#ne, the taking of Makkah, &c."'

Muhammad regarded the treaty at Hudaibiyah as "a manifest
victory" (ver. x), as indeed it was when viewed in the light of the
interests of lsltkm. It was mainly on account o[ this treaty that the
victory at .Khaibar became possible, and to the same cause was due
the alliance between Muhammad and the Bani .Khudh£ah. See
Muir's Life ofMahrm_t, vol. iv. p. 4L

(20) God jrrom/,ed you many spoils, &c. "These words, which
point to the rule (chap. viii. and notes there) that all the spoils_
save the Prophet's fifth, should be distributed among the Muslims,
are a sufficient retutation of the statement made by Mr. Bosworth
Smith (Muhammad and Muhammadanism, p. 23i), that "in h_s
capacity even of temporal ruler, Muhammad rarely gave material
rewards to his foUower_ v The fact is, that at this stage_ and ever
afterwards, the chief attraction of Isl£m was the hope of conquest
and rich booty.

As we have seen, the punishment of the treacherous _ Arabs of
the des_ ,_ "
KI _,o was that they were forbidden a share in the booty of
._mibar (ver. 15). Yt.t these very same people are encouraged to

remain faithful to IslAm by the assurance that they should partake
in the "glorious reward" of future conquest (vet. 16).
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_:aveyou theseby way ofearnest;and he restrainedthe

hands of men from you: thatthe same may be a sign

untothetruebelievers;and thathe may guideyou into

the right way. (21) And he also Tromiseth yoz_ other
spoils, which yc have not yet been able to take : but now
hath GOD encompassed them for you ; and GOD is almighty.
(22) If the unbelieving Mak']zans had fought against you,
verily they had turned their backs; and they would not
have found a patron or protector: (23) according to the
ordinance of GOD, which hath been put in execution here-
tofore against at_osers of the Tro2hcts ; for thou shah not
find any change in the ordinance of GOD. (24) It was he
who restrained their hands from you, and your hands
from them, in the valley of Makkah ; after that he had
given you the victor), over them: and Go_) saw that

He restrai_ed the ha_ds ojmen from you, i.e., "the hands of those
of k.'haibar, or of their successors of the tribe_ of Asad and Ghatf£n.
or of tlLc inhabitants of Makkah, by the pacification of al Hudaibiyah."
_ale, Bai,_l/,(twi.

(2"2) l_od_ ell translates, If the iTzfide_s shall fhjht agai_st you, they
sha_l assuredly taru their backs. The Hindustdni and Persian trans-
lations :_rec with Sale.

(24) He rest,'a_,_ed, &c. Jal£1uddin says that tburscore of the
infidels came privately to Mubammad's camp at al Hudaibiyah, with
an intent to surprise some of his men, but were taken amL brought
before the Prophet, who pardoned them and ordered them to be set
at hberty ; and this generous action was the occ_tsion of the truce
struck up by the Quraish with Muhammad; ibr thereupon they
sent Sulmil Ibn Amrd and some others (and not Arw£ Ibn Mastid,
as is said by m]_t:tke in another place (Prelim. Disc., p. 89), tbr his
errand was an actual dcfiance) to treat for peace.

Baidh£wi explains the passage by another story, telling us that
Akrima Ibn Abi Jahl malching from Makkah at the head of five
hundrecl men to 'ol Hudaihiyah, Mu.hammad sent against him" .Kh,41id
Ibn al Walld with a detachment, who drove the infideL_ back to the
innermost part ot Makkah (as the word here translated valley pro-
perly signifies), and then left them, out of respect to the placc."--
Sale.

This story of BaidhSwi couht only apply on the hypothesis that
the passage alludes to the clemenc_ of Muhammad at the capture of
Makkah. I confess that what follows in the text would well
describe the feeling, s of Muhammad at that time. The allusion to
secret followers of Isl£m in ver. 25, points to that event rather than
to the affair at Hudaiblyah.
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which ye did. (25) These are they who believed not, and

hindered you from visiting the holy temple, and also

hindered the offering being detained, that it should not

arrive at the place where it ought to be sacrificed. Had

it not been that ye might have trampled on divers true

believers, both men and women, whom yc know not, being

promiscuously assembled with the iTy_dels, and that a critne

might timrefore have lighted on you on their account,

without your knowledge, hc t_d ,wt restrained your hands

.fro_r_ them: but this was done titat GOD might iead whom

i_e pleased into his mercy. If _hey had been distinguisi_ed

from one another, we had surely chastised such of them

as believed not widl a severe chastisement. (2(3) When

the unbelievers had put in their hearts an affected precise-

ness, the preciseness of ignorance, and GOD sent down his

(25) The _)lace where, &c. "Muhammad's intent, iu the (.xpedition
,)f al tludafl_iyaa, being only to visit the temi,le of Makkah in a
waceable manner, and to ofS.r a sacritiee m the vaih.y ot Mina,
according to the e.tabli.-hed rites, he carried bea_ts wifll him for
that purpose ; but wa_ not pernfit_ed by the Qurai_h either to enter
the temple or to go to Mina.':--S_zle.

We had surely chastised. &c. It st.ems to me 1)e_t to refer these
words to a time subs(.qucnt to the conquest of M.tkkah. They
explain the ground of Muhammad's leniency towar, i_ those who had
so frequently been threatened with destruction. If, however, they
be relerrcd to tim treaty of IIudaibivah, they would express an idle
boast on the part of til(_sc who at tlm time l_lt th_-ir hves to be in
jeopardy. See note on vers. 18. It is pr,_bablc that a subsequent
revelation referring to the victory at Makkah has beeu added on
here by the compilers of the QurS.n.

(26) ¢iod sent down his t_a_qt¢lllit.v, &c. "This 1)as_age was
occasmned by the stiffne-s ,)f S_dmil and his companions in word-
ing the treaty concluded _ith Muhammad ; for when the l'rol)ilet
ordered All to beam with the form, In the name o.f the most merc_fld
God, they objected to it, and insisted that he should begin with thi.%
Li thy name, 0 G,d ; which Muhammad submitted to, and proceeded
to dictate, These are the conditimts on w'dch Mtdtammad, the Apostle
qf God, has made peace with those of Makkah; to tiffs Suhail again
oi:lccted, _aying, ' it we had acknowledged thee to be the A!,,)stle of

(h,d, we had not givea thee any ot)positlon : ' whereupon Muhammad
ordered All to write, as Suimit desired, These are the conditwns
which Mtthammad, the so_t of Abdallah, &c. But the Muslims were so
disgusted thereat, that they were on the point of breaking off the

¥OL. IV. E
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tranquillityon hisApostleand on thetruebelievers;and
firmlyfixedinthem theword ofpiety,and theywerethe

mostworthyofthesame,and themostdeservingthereof:
forGOD knowethallthings.

R _ [](27):NowhathGOD intruthverifieduntohisApostle
thevisionu'/Lcrcinhesaid,Ye shallsurelyenterthe holy

teml,leofMal,'Tcah,ifGOD please,in fullsecurity;having

yourheadsshavedand yourhaircut:ye shallnot fear:
forGod knoweth thatwhich ye know not;and he hath

appointedyou,besidesthis,a speedyvictory.(28)It /s
he who hathsenthisApostlewith the direction,and the

religionof truth:thathe may exaltthe same above

treaty, and had fallen on the Makkans, had not God appeased and
cahned their minds ; am it folh)_s ih the text.

"The terms of this pacification were, that there should be a truce
f,w ten years ; that an)" person might enter into league, eLher with
Muhammad or wiLh the Quraish, as he should think tit ; and that
Muhammad should have tim liberty to visit the temple of Makkah
the next year lor ti,ree days."--Sa/p. Bai,,hdwi.

Fwced _n them the word o./'piety, i.e., " the Muhammadau profession
,,t Jalth, or the Bismdlah, ami the words, Mu/,ammad, U_eApostl_ o]"
God, which were rejected I,y tile infidels."--Sale.

(27) The visw,. "Or dream which Muhammad had at Madfna,
belore he set out for al Hudaibiyah, wherein he dreamed that he
and lJis compm_ions entered Makkah in security, _ith their heads
_haven alld their hair cut. This dream_ being imT)arted by the
Prophet to his followers, occasioned a great deal of jo_:among t]lem ;
and they supposed it would be fulfilled that same _ear : but when
tiley saw the truce concluded, whmh frustrated their expectation f,,r
that time, they were deeply concerm'd ; whereupon tins passage was
_evealed f,w their consolation, confirming the visl_nl, which was not
to be lulfilled till the year after, when Muhammad pertormed the
visitation, dlstingeishe_l by the additi()n of al Qadd, or completi, m,
because he then completed the vi._ita_l,m of the former year, when the
Qurai_h not permitting him to enter Makkah, he _ r,bliged to kill
llis wctimo, _uld to shave himself at al Hudaibiyah."--Sa/e.

The positive way in _hich thia dream is here declared to be
fulfilled confirms what we have aheady said as to the date of tins

por;mn of this chapter; see above in vers. 24, 25.
Hair cut, i.e., "some being shaved, and others having only their

hair cut."--S(fle.

A sp_dy victory, vlz., "ti_e taking of Khaibar."--Sa/e. I should
say the conquest of Makkah and the estal)lishme_t of I_l_.m instead
ol the national religion.

_28) JExalt the sa,,_e above eve_T religion, l_l.'im, being the only
t_ue religion, the rcligion of all the prophets, is now to be exalted,
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everyreligion:and GOD is a sufficientwitnesshereof.
(29)Muhammad /sthe Apostleof GOD: and thosewho

arewithhim arefierceagainstthe unbelievers,but com-

passionatetowardsone another. Thou mayestseethem

bowingdown, prostrate,seekinga recompensefrom GoD,
aml h/sgood-will.Theirsignsare ix_theirfaces,being

marks offre_uentprostration.This /stheirdescriptiox_

in the Pentateuch,and theirdescriptionin the Gospel:
theyare as seed which puttethforth its stalk and

strengthenethit,and swellethinthe ear,and risethupon

itsstem;givingdelightunto the sower. S_tchare the

Muslims described to be : that the infidels may swell with
indignation at them. GOD hath promised unto such of
them as belfeve and do good works pardon and a great
reward.

ti_rough the instrumentality of Muhammad, above every other
religion. Makkah having now faltea, he consider._ his religion a._
triumphant iu Arabia_ and may be m the world.

(29) Muhammad is the Apostle of God. The st)eaker being God,
th_s torm is peculiar, if Muhammad be the person" addre,sed, unless,
indeed, we regard these words as the witness-beari_g of God. The
passage would then read, '" God is a sufficmnt witness hereof; for /_e
dedareth t]_at Muhammad is the Apostle of God," &c.

The Pe_,tate_¢ch . . . t/,e Gospel. Both books are spoken of as in
existence in Muhammad's time.

7Zey arc seed, &c. Compare Mark iv. 2S.
Sude . . . as believe . . . and do good, &c. See note on chap.

iii. 31.
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CHAPTER XLIX.

ENTITLED SURAT AL I1UJP,_{T (TILE ]NhrER APARTMENTS).

]'cvealed at Madina.

INTRODUCTION.

THIs chapter reeeive_ it._ title from words contained in the fourth

verse. It might have appropriately been -t_led file Chapter of

Rebuke, _nasnntch as it is made up of a variety of passage._ repre-

hending the Muslims for various offences. The faults for which the
,Muslims arc rebuked are, too great familiarity in addressing tim

PIophet, rude calling to the Prophet when in retirement, false accu-

.-atmn, quarrelhn_ amon_ them_el\ e_. seornhfl laughing amt taunt-
ing, evil _peakin:_' and use of oppmbri.us names, unjust suspici,n_,

meddling, baekbitin/, and hypocrisy. The circumstances under

which, and the pa_ties for whose special instruction, _he-.'e exhorta-
tions were originally uttered are described in the notes.

Probable Date of the Revelations.

All authorities agree that this chapter i._ Madlnic. Vers. 1-5, re-

ferring to the envoys of the ]_,ani Tamim, were revealed m A.H. 9 or
1o. Vere. 6-8 mu_t be referred to about the same period. Vers.

9-13 probably refer to the Quraish, and were enunciated soon after
the occupation _f the sacred city in ^.n. 8. The rcmai,ing ver,es

may be referred to .tbout the y_,n" ,_ H. 9.

Pri,,c[pal Sul.jects.
•-EI_ SF,S

The Prophet of G_,I to be treated with honour aml respect . l- 5
Believers warned again.-t mi-_representing any matter to the

Prophet 6-8

The duty of peacemaking enjoined cf-Ii

Sundry faults of the Muslims expose- . I I-I 3

Bedouin Arabs rebuked and warned on account of hypocrisy I4-18
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IN TIIE I';AMI': OF TIIE .MOST MERCIFUL GOD.

[_, (1) O true believers, anticipate not any stutter in the 1_ 13-5.

sight of GoD aud his Apostle : and fear GoD ; for GOD both

hearcth and knoweth. (2) O true believers, raise not your

voices above the voice of the lh'ophet ; neither speak loud

unto him in discourse, as ye speak loud unto one another,

]_t your works become vain, and ye perceive it not. (3)

\'erily they who lower their voices in the presence of the

Apostle of GOD are those whose hearts GOD hath dispose_l

unto piety : they shall obtain pardon and a great reward.

(4) As to those who call unto tilee from wiflmut the inner

a!_ar_ments, the greater part of them do not understand

the resTect due to thee• (5) If the), wait wiLh patience until

ti_ou come forth unto them, it will certainly be better for

them : but GOD /s inclined to forgive, and merciful. (6)

O true believers, if a wicked man come unto you with a

tale, inquire strictly into the truth thereof; lest ve hurt

people through ignorance, and afterwards reagent of wha_

(1) Anticipate not, &c. "That is, do not presume to give your
own decision in any case• be[ore yc have received the judgment of
(]od and his Apostle."--Sale.

(-2) l:aise no, your voi,'e.,, d'c. "This verse is said to have been
occasioned by a dispute betweelL Abu Baqr and Omar concerning
the appointment of a governor of a certain pl.,ee, in which they
raised their voices so high, in presence of the Apostle, that it was
thought proper to forbid such indecencies Jot' uJe future."--Sale,
]3aidhdwi, Jaldluddin

Other_ make the occasion to have been the rude and boisterous

addres_ of a representative of the Bani Tamim. S_e l_.o_iwell in loco,
and Muir's Life of Mahomet, gel. iv. p}, 173-I75.

(4) Those who call . . . without the ,nuer ap,,rtme_ds. " These, they
v.ay, were Uyayna Ibn Itusain and al Akl_i lbn }tSl,/s, who, wanL-
_ng to speak _ith Muhammad _hen lie was sleeping at xioon in his
women'b apartment, Lad the rudeness to call ou_ several times,
• Muhammad, come forth to u,.' "--Sale, ]MidJv2wi.

(6) Lest ye hurt ]_eople, &c. " This l,assa_e wa_ occasioned, it_ is
said, by the following accident. A1 Wali, t Ibn U_0,a being sent by
Muhalhmad to collec_ the alms from tile tribe of a! Mustaliq, whe_l
he saw them come out to meet him in great numbers, grew appre-
hensive they designed him some mischiel, because o! l)a_t emnitv
between him and them in the time of igl_orance, and immediatei3"
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ye have done ; (7) and know that the Apostle of GOD /s
among you: if he should obey you in many things, ye
would certainly be guilty of a crime in leading him into a
mistake. But (lOP hath made the faith amiable unto you,
and hath prepared tim same in your hearts ; and hath ren-
dered infidehty, and iniquity, and disobedience hateful
unto you. These are timy who walk in the right way;
(8) through mercy from GOD and grace: and GOD /s
knowing and wise. (9) If two parties of the believers
contend with one another, do ye endeavour to compose the
matter between them: and if the one of them offer an

iilsult unto the o_her, fight a_ainst that party which offered
the insult, nnul d_ev return unto tim judgment of GOD; and
if they do return, make peace between them with equity:
and act with justice ; for GOD loveth those who act justly.
(10) Verily the true believers are breLhreu ; wherefore re-
concile your brethren ; anti fear GOD, that ye may obtain
mercy. (11) O true believers, le_ not men laugh other
men to scorn ; who peradventure may be better than them-
selves: neither let women laugh other women to scorn;
who may possibly be better tiLan themselves. Neither

tinned back, and tohl the Prophet they n.[u_ed to pay t/,eir alms
and attempte,t to kill him ; upon which Muhannmm was thinking
to reduce them by force ; but on sending h'hh.iid Ibn al Walid to
them, he found his former meCsenger had _ ro_,gt.d them, and that
they couunued in their obedience.' --Sale, Baidluiwi. Jcddluddin.

(9) Two p_lrtles. "This verse is supposed t_ have been occasioned
by a fray which happened bet_een ti_e. tribes of al Aus and al Khaz-
r@ Some relate that the Pr,,pllct one d,y riding on an a.as, as he
!,assed ueal Abtlullah lhn Ubbau th,. a-s chane_.d to stale, at which
lbn Ubl,,d stopped his nose ; and Ibn Rau_ha said to him, _By God,
the piss of his ass smells sweeter than thy musk;' whereupon a
,_uarrel ensued between their l'o',lowers, and they came to blow_,
umugh they struck one am_ther only with their hauds and slippers,
or with _ahn-branche._."--S_tle, 11a_dhdwi, d,ddhuld_m

(11) " It l_ said that thi_ verse was revealed on account of Safia
l-lint tluyai, one of the lhol,i_et's wivt.s, who came to her husband
and complained that the _omen ,,aid to her, 'O thou .]ewes% the
d,tughter of a Jew and ()t a Jewess ;' to _ hich he answered, ' Can,t
thou not say, Aaron is mv father, and Moses is my uncle, and
Muhammad is my husband'!' '--SMe, Baidhdwi.
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defame one another; nor call one another by opprobrious
appellations. An ill name/t/s to be c]_arged w_h wicked-
hess after having embraved the faith : and whoso repenteth
not, they will be the unjust doers.

LI(12) O true believers, carefully avoid enterLair_ing a _ _"
suspicion of another: for some suspicion._ are. a crime.
Inquire not too curiously into other wer_'sfc_ilinys; neither
let the one of you speak ill of another in his absence.
Would any of you desire to cat the flesh of his dead
brother ? Surely ye would abhor it. And fear Go]); for
GOD is easy to be reconciled, aT_d merciful. (13) O men,
verily we have created you of _tmale and female ; amt we

have distributed you into nations and tribe.% that ye might
know o11eanother. Verily the most honourable of you, in
the sight of GoB,/s the most pious _f you: and GOD is
wise and knowing. (14) The Arabs of the desert say, We
believe. Answer, Ye do by no means believe; but say,
We have embraced Isl£m: for the faith hath not yet
entered into your hearts. If ye _,bey GOD and hi.q Apostle,
im will not defraud you of atly par_ of the merit of your
works : for GOD /s inclined to forgive, and merciful. (15)
Verily the true believers ave tht,se only who believe in
GOD and his Apostle, and afterwards doubt not; and who
employ their substance and their persons in tim defence

of GOD'Strue religion : these are they who speak sincerely.
(16) Say, Will ye inform GOD concerning your religion ?

(12) /TZou/d any of you de._ire, &e. Slander is here likened to felt-
ing upon the c_rpse of a dead man.

(14) The .4rt, bs oft]_e desert. "These were certain of the tribe of

Asad, who came to Madfna in a year of scarcity, and havin_ pro-
te_ed Muhammadi,m, t_ld the Prophet that they had brc_uoht all
ti_eir goods and their tamilies, and _ould not opp¢ose him, as some
other tribes had done ; and this they said to obtain a part of the
alms, and to upbraid him with their'h._vin,, embraced his religion
aml party. --_5ule, J_a_d/_dw_.

TFe hare embraced Istdm. "That is, ve are not sincere believers,
but outward professor_ only of the true rcligion."--Sale.

(16) Will ye inform G,_d, &c., i.e., "will ve pretend to deceive him
b.v saying ye are true believers _'--Sale. "
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]{Ut GOD kuoweth whatever is ill heaven and in earth _ for

GOD is o:nniseient. (17) They upbraid thee that they
have embraced Islhn. Answer, Upbraid me not with your
having embraced IslSm: rather Gol_ upbraideth you, that
he hath directed you to the faith; if ye speak sincerely.
(18) Verily GODknoweth the secrets of heaven and earth ;
and (I_D behohteth that which ye do.

(17) R,thcr (,'od _qobr_d let4 ?_ou, &¢. " The obligation being not
on (h_,l's ._ide, but on yours, for that lie ha- favoured you so tar as to

guide ye il,to the trtle faith, ff ye are sincere bcliever_."--Scde.
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CHAPTER L.

:ENTITLED SURAT AL QJLF (Q).

Revealed at Mak']cah.

INTRODUCTION.

TEIEletter placed at the beginning of this chapter has been chosen
as its title. The conteuts relate throughout to the doctrine of the
resurrection and a future life. To the idolaters of Makkah the doc-

trine of the resurrection of the dead secme,I iu, possib]e, aml on this
account they rejected Muhanmlad and his Qur,_n. Muhammad is
called an imlmstor. In reply to his traducers, Muhammad appeal_
to the power of God as seen in his works of creation and providence.
He tells them that other prophets were in like mauner with himself
charged _'ith tbrgery, but their calunmiators were miserably de-
stroyed. They are accordingly warned of the coming judgment, for
which they will be ill prepared. As u_uat, however, all this wa_n-
ing and instruction is represented as coming irom the mouth of God.

Probabl_ Date of the Revelations.

There can be no doubt about the Makkan origin of this chapter.
One author, Umar bill Muhammad, however, maintains that ver. 37
was revealed in answer to the blasphemous talk of the Jews at
,SIadina (see Sale's notes), but this is certainly a mistake. Tim
passage is connected in thought with vet. 14. As to the date of the
chapter, No_ildeke places it imme,tiately alter chap. xliv.

Principal Subjects.
YERBES

The unbelievers wonder at the doctrine of the resurrection. I- 3
This wonder due to their unbelief 4, 5
God's works a proof of his power to raise the dead 6-L J
The Quraish warned by the fate of other nations who re-

jected their prophets 12, 13



CHAP. L] ( 74 ) [INTROD.

_"KP.._ F.8

God not so exhausted by the creation that he cannot raise
the dead 14

Gr)(1 nearer man than his jugular vein 15

Angels record all human thoughts and actions 16, 17

Death and judgment shall overtake all men. . i8-20
The testimony of the two angels shall condemn ti_e unbe-

lievers . . . 2 I; 22

God shall cast the wicked into heil 23-25
'rh(. devils shall disclaim tile idolaters in hell ,.6-28

Hell shall be filled with the wicked 29

Paradise shall receive the true behevers . 30-34

Former generations destroyed as a warning to the people of

Makkah • • 35, 36

The heavens and the earth created in six dav_. . 37
Muhammad exhorted to patience with unbelievers 38-43

Mullammad not sent to compel men to believe, but onl_ to

warn them 44, 45

IN TtlE NAME OF TIIF MOST MERCIFUL GOD.

._,_._,_. (1) Q. Bv the _lorious QurSn : (2) verily they wonder

s,,L_ that a preacher from among themselves is come unto

l_ ] them ; al,d the mlbelievers say, Tiffs is a wonderful thin_"
(3) after we shall be dead and become dust, shall we return

to life? This/s a return remote from thought. (4) Now

we know what the earth consumeth of them; and with us

/s a book which keepeth an account thereof. (5) Bul; they

charge falsehood on the truth, after it hath come uuto

them: wherefore they are plunged in a confused business.

(1) Q. " Sonic imagine that this letter is designed to express the
mountain Q_f, which several Eastern writers fancy encompasses the
u hole world. Others ._ay it stands for Qadr al umr. _.e., 'Tim
matter is decreed,' vlz., the chastisement of the infidels. See Prehm.
Ihse., pp. IOO-lO2."--,_a/e, Baidhdwi, Jaldluddin.

The glorious Q_rdn. In tile Arabic, Q,rdn al _l_jfit. This is a
term commonly applied to the Qllrfi.n by Muslims. 1_ includes the
idea of a complete Dlwne revelati,n--a book--and may here reter
t.. the Luh i ,tla/_fhz, or Preserved Table, from _ hich lhe revelation_
delivered t_) Muhammad are said to have becn COl)wd.

(5) They are plu,ged i_ a confu_d lmsiness, " Not kno_ing what
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(6) Do they not look up to the heaven above them, and
consider how we have raised it and adorned it; and that

there are no flaws therein ? (7) We have also spread forth
the earth, and thrown thereon mountains firmly rooted:

and we caused every beautiful kind of vejetables to spring
up therein ; (8) for a subject o[ meditation, and an admo-
nition unto every man who turneth unto u._. (9) And we
send down rain as a blessing from heaven, _hereby we
cause gardens to spring forth, and the grain of harvest,
(10) and tall palm-trees having branches laden with dates
hanging one above another, (11) as a provision for man-
kind ; and we thereby quicken a dead country : so shall be

the coming forth of the dead fro'm t/,:ir graves. (12) Tim
people of Noah, and those who dwelt at A1 Itass, and
Thamttd, (13) and Ad, and :Pharaoh, accused the prvl_hets
of imposture before the Makkans ; and also the brethren of
Lot, and the inhabitants of the wood ,_ear Midian, and the

!,eople of Tubba: alI these accused the apostles of impos-
ture; wherefore the fl_dgments which I threatened were
justly inflicted on them. (14) Is our power exhausted by
ti_e first creation ? Yea ; the.v are in a perplexity, because
of a new creation which is foretold them, _mme@, the raising
of the dead.

I_ (15) We created man, and we know what his soul 1{ _=,"
whispereth within him ; and we are nearer unto him than

certainly to affirm of the Qurhn, calling it sometime* a piece ot
poetry. _t other tmles a piece ot sorcery, and at other times a piece
of divination, &c."--Sale.

:7) Comp. chap_, xvi. 15, and xxxi. 9"
(10) Dates. " The date-tree produces three or four large clusters,

which rise from the summit o[ the tree, and Lang round. They are
tormed of small branches, long and flexible, trom _hich hang the
dates. These clusters will sometimes weigh _Lamuch as 12o pounds.
The date is at first of a deep green ; as it ripens it turns red, and it
becomes blackish when it is ripe. Tills frmt. which is of a sugary
and a_reeabh, taste, loses much by drwng."--Savary.

(1"2) _Vho dwelt at Al Ross, &c." 5e'e on chaps, xx_,'. 4o, xi. 26-ioo.
and n¢_tes there.

Te_bba. See note on chap. xhv. 36.
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h/s jugular vein. (16) When the two angels deputed
to take account of a _ar_'s behaviour take an account
thereof, one sitting on the right hand and the other on the
leil, (17) he uttereth not a word but there is with him

a watcher ready to note it. (18) And the agony of death
shall come in truth: this, 0 man, is what thou soughtest
to avoid. (19) And tlle trumpet shall sound: this will be
the day which hath been threatened. (20) And every
soul shall come; and therewith shcdl be a driver and a

witness. (21) And the former shall say unto the unbe-
liever, Thou wast negligent heretofore of this day: but we
have remow_,d thy veil from off thee; and thy sight /s
become piercing this day. (22) And his companion shall
say. This /s what /s ready with me to be attested. (23)
.And God shall say, Cast into heil every unbeliever, and
perverse person, (24) a_ul erery one who forbade good, and
every transgressor, and doubter of the faith, (25) who sel_
up another god with the true GOD; and east him into a
grievous torment. (26) t-hs companion shall say, 0 LOt:D,

(16, 17) "The intent of the l)aS._tge is to exalt tile omniscience of
God. _ ho wants not the illlornl,ttlon of the guardian angels, though
he has thought fit, in his wl-d.m, to give them that enwloyment ;
for if they are so exact as to write down ever)" word wideh lain trom
a nl,tn's Inoul.h_ h,)w can we hope to e-.cape the observation of him
x_h,, sees our inm,,st thoughts

" The Muhanmm, lans im_e a tradition that the angel who notes
a nl'tll 1- good actions has the eonlmalld over him x_ho ltotes his evil
actim,s : and tha_ when at lnan doe. a good action, the angel of the
fieht hand writes it dt_wn ten times, and when he commits an ill
action, the .-ame ante.1 says to the an,..,el of lhe leit hand " Forbear

eettmg it down l;,r seven" hours ; peradventure he may pray, or may
a.,k pardon.' "--Sale, BaiditSwi.

('20) A driver and a wzt_,ess, i.e., " two angels, one acting as a
serleant , to bring every person before the tribunal ; and the other
prepared a, a x_itness, to testify either for or against him. Some
_ay the former will be tim guar, iian angel who took down his evil
stolons, and the other angel who took down his good actions."--
Sale, Baidhdwi.

('26) His compan/o_q viz., "ttle devil whidl sh,dl be chained to
him."--Sale. See also notes on chaps vii. 39, xSo, and x. I9, &c.

I did not gedltce him, d'c. "This wall be tile an.wer of the devil,
v'hom the wicked pers_,n will accuse as hi._ seducer : for tile devil
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I did not seduo.e him; but he was in a wide error. (27)

God shall say, Wrangle not in my presence: since I
threatened you beforehand with tit, torments whicT_ ye now
see prepared for you. (28) The sentence is not changed
with me: neifller do I treat my servants unjustly.

II (29) On that day we will say unto hell, Art thou R Y%
fu]l ? and it shall answer, Is there yet auy addition ? (30)
__nd Paradise shall be brought near unto the pious ; (31)
and it shall be said unto them, This is what ve have been

promised; mlto every one who turned himself unto God,
and kept his co,_,mandments ; (32) who feared the Merci-
ful ia secret, and came unto hi'm wifl_ a converted heart:

(:;3) enter the _ame in t)eacc: this is the d_ty of eternity.
(34) Therein sh,fil they have whatever they shall desire;
aml there will be a superabundant addition _f bliss with us.
(35) How many _eaerations have we destroyed before the
Maklcans, which were more mighty tha,l they in strength ?
Pass, therefore, through the regions of the earth, and see
whether there be any refuge .[ro_ our vengeance. (36,
Verily horein is an a(lmolfition unto him who hath a
heart to _ndcrstand, or givefll ear, and is present with a'J_
attentive mind. (:]7) We created the heavens and the
earth, aml whatever is between them, in six days, and no

hati_ no power over a man to cause him to do evil, any otherwise
than by _uggesting what is agreeable to hi_ ct,rrupt iacimations."--
5al,,.

Comp. chap. xiv. :6, 27.
(29) ls there yct ,_,1_!addition ? i.e., "are there vet any more con-

demued to this place, or is my space to be enla_'_:ed a_ld rendered
ira)re capacious to receive then| l

"Tim commentators sup,ose hell will be quite fillcd at the day of
judgment, according to that" rt'peated expre_-ion in the QurS, u, Verily
I willfill hell vml, you, &c.'--Sale.

See chaps, xi. II9, xxxii. 13. I4- Comp. Prov. xxx. 15.
(34) Set. Pielim. Disc., p. i54.
(37) ,q/a: day,,. See vote (m chap. vii. 55.
.No weariness, d:c. "This was revealed m answer to the Jews, u ho

said God rested trom lns work of creation on the seventh day, and
reposed himscIf on his throne, as one tatigued."--Sale, Ba/dhdwi,
JaLdhMd_n.

Better, _ith Rodwell, to connect with vcr. I4.



CHAP. L.] ( 78 ) [SIPARAXXVL

wearinessaffectedus. (38)Wherefore patientlysuffer

what they say; and celebratethe praiseof thy LORD

beforesunriseand beforesunset,(39)and praisehim in
some part of the night: and perform the additional parLs
of worship. (40) And hearken unto the day whereon tile
crier shall call men to judgment from a near place: (41)
the day whereon they shall hear the voice of the trumpet
in truth : this u'ill be the dav of men's coming forth f_'om
their graves: (42)we give life, and we cause to die; and
u_lto us shall be the return of all creatures: (43) the day
whereon the earth shall suddelily cleave in sunder over
them. This will be an assembly easy for us to assemble.
(44) We well know what the unbelievers say; and thou
art uo_ sent to compel them forcibly to the faith. (45)
Wherefore warn, by the Quldu, him who feareth my
threatening.

(3_) W/,at ti, ey say, what the idolaters say in dcn_'ing the re-
surrection.

(39) The additional parts of worsMp. "These arc the two inclina-
tions u_,ed alter the evening prayc,', which are not necessary or of
precept, but voluntary and uf m_pererogatmn, and may theretorc
be added or omitted imhfferentlv.'--Sale.

The achlitio_al parts of worship are commanJed here, and therefore
cammt be regarded by Muslims as inditfercnt. It is better to apply
these words to other ]tours of prayer _ot mentioned here.

(40) A new 1,lace. "That is, from a place whetJce every creature
may equally hear the call. Thi._ place, it is _upposed, x_iJl be the
mo_mtain of the temple of Jel usalL-m, _xhich some f.mcv to be nigher
heaven than any other part of the earth ; wi_ence Israil will sound
the trumpet, and Gabriel _il] make the following proclamation:
' Ove r(,ttcll bo_es, and tvru flesh, and dispersed hairs, God com-
mandeth you to be gathered togetimr to judgment.' "--St, le, Eaidhdwi.

(44) T)wa art not sent to compel, &c. This is the spirit ot the
Makkan preacher, but compare that of the prophet-general of
Madiua_ chaps, ix. 29, 74, and xlvii. 4, 5.
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CHAPTER LI.

EN_TITLED SURAT AL ZARIYAT (TLIE DISPERSING).

JRevealed at Makkah.

I g TRODUCTION.

As in nearly all the earlier chapters of the Qua% this one begin._
with a number of oaths, wherewith God, swearing by various natural

objects, attests the truth of his Prophet'_ message. In thL_ chapter
the occasion of these vehement oaths was the rejection of the doctrine

of a final judgment by the people of Mal.kah.

It is generally agreed that the latter portion of this chapter, con-

sisting of vers. 24-6o , was added on by the compilels of the Qurd.n,

or during its recension under Odlm_n. The subject of discourse
being similar, it was Perhaps thought to belong to what precedes.

While, however, it is true that the subject is the same, yet the

circumstances under which it was emmciated were very different.

In the first section the unbelievers simply rt.ject the Prophet as an

impostor and his message as incredible, but in this they threaten

woleIlt treatment (ver. 59), and the Prophet is in consequence told

to withdraw from the_m (ver. 54).

Probable Date of t]_e tlevelations.

No_hleke places this chapter near the e_d oi his first period, i.e.,

about the fourth year of Muhammad's mission.
This date will do very well for the first portion of the chapter,

but vers. 24-50 must be assigned a much later <late. Muir places

it near the end of the fourth stage of Muhammad's miuistry, wheu

the ban against the H_,slmmites had interfered with his public
preachi.g.

The date of this portion would therefore' be about B.m 6.
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Principal bubjects.

Numerous oaths that the judgment will crone 1-6
Oaths and curses relating to unbelievers 7-r !
Doom of infidels and reward of true believers I2-t6
The i,ety aad charity of MuAim_ . I7-I 9
God reveal, himself in hi._work of providt.m e . 2o-22
3Iuhanmaad swe.ars by tixe Lord that the Qut£n is true 23
The story OlAbraham's entertaining angel_ 24-:_0
Story of the de-truetion of S.dom . 31-37
Pharaoh, .id, Thanlfld, and the. peoph: ot Noah destroyed

tot reje,Mng tht.ir prophets as impostors 38-46
God reveal- him-elf to men m hi_ works of creation . 47-49
M,tkkans warne,i to leavt; their idols attd to fly to God 50, 51
1"_cry apostle of God called a ma:.;iclau or madman . 52, 53
Muhanunad to withdraw from idolater_ and yet to admonish

them fl,r the sake of true believels 54, 55
.Men and gemi created to serve G.d . . 56, 58
Woe to unbelicxer_ who injm'e the at,o-tles of God 59, 60

IS TilE NAME OF TIIE .',lOST MERCIFUL GOD.

n ?lg. [I (lj By the winds dispersing and scattering the dust ;
(2) and by the clo,Lds bearing a load of rain; (3) by the

ships rumfing swiftly in the sea; (4) and by the a,,gels

who distribute ghings ¢zeccssary fi, r the sv,pport of all
creatures ; (5) verily that wimrcwith ye are fltreatened is

certainly true; (6) and the last judgment will surely

come. (7) ]3y the heaven furni.-.hed with paths; (8) ye

widely differ in what ye say. (9) He will be turned

(1-4' The par;icles being m the feminine, Sale gives an alternate
remtermg a.s toil.w_, " By the _ome,_ who bring forth or scatter
chigaren, and by th, v',,,,,e_ bealing a burden i_ their wombs (_,r the
winds b,,aling "the cl,,uds) ; by the w,nds passing swiftiy i,e d_e air
(or the sta,'s moving swut,y _(_t/,ew co_rses), and by the wields which
distribute the ra,_, &e."

(7) Paths. "The paths or orbs ofthe star._, or the streaks wMeh
appear in tile sky like paths, being thiu a,d extended clouds."_
Sale.

(8) Ye wildy differ. ".Coueerning Muhammad or tim Qur£n. or
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aside from the fait_ who shall be turned aside by the
did_ dmcre_. (10) Cursed be the liars, (11) who wndz
in deep waters of ignorance, neglecting their salvation.
(12) They ask, When w//l the day of judgment rome?
(13) On that day shall they be burned in hell-fire; (14)
and /t sha// be sa/d unto them, Taste your punishment;
this/s what ye demanded to be hastened. (15) But the
pious shall dwell among gardens and fountains, (16) re-
ceiving that which their LORD shall give them; because
they were righteous doers before this day. (17) They
slept but a small part of the night; (18) and early in the
morning they asked pardon of God; (19) and a due por-
tion of their wealth was given unto him who asked, and
unto him who was forbidden by shame to ask. (20) There
are signs of the divine power and goodness in the earth,
unto men of sound understanding; (21) and also in your
own selves: will ye not therefore consider? (22) Your
sustenance/s in the heaven; and also that which ye are
promised. (23) Wherefore by the LORD of heaven and
earth I swear that this is certainly the truth ; according
to what ye yourselves speak.

[] (24) Hath not the story of Abraham's honoured guests R 4"
come to thy knowledge ? (25) When they went in unto
him, and said, Peace: he answered, Peace; saying within
himself, These are unknown people. (26) And he went
privately unto his family, and brought a fatted calf. (27)
And he set it before them, and when he saw they touched/t

the resurrection and the day of judgment, speaking variously and
inconsistentlyof them.'--_ab.

(17) A 8ma// part. "Spending the greater part in prayer and
religiousmeditation."--Sa/e.

(22) "That is, your food cometh from above,whence proceedeth
the changeof seasonsand rain ; and your future rewardis also there,
that is to say_in Paradise,which ie situate above the sevenheavena"
_a/_o

(23) A_ _owha_yeyaur_/ve_r_d¢. "That is, without an,y,
doubt orreservedmeaning, as ye affn_ a truth unto one another.'

(24) See chaps. :d. 69, and xv. 51, and notea there.
VOL.IV. F
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not,he said,Do ye noteat? (28)And he begantoenter-

tain a fearof them. They said,Fear not: and they

declareduntohim thepromiseofawiseyouth. (29)And
hiswifedrew nearwith exclamation,and she smote her

face,and said,I am an oldwoman and barren. (30)The
a_ds answered,Thus saiththeLORD :verilyhe isthewise,

theknowing.

z_,,_-r,- ]] (31) ,4rid Abraham said unto them, What is your errand,
8gWEN2"R

s,P,_ therefore, 0 messengers of God ? (32) They answered,¥erily
we are sent unto a wicked people, (33) that we may send
down upon them stones of baked clay, (34) marked from
thy LORD, for the destruction of transgressors. (35) And
we brought forth the true believers who were in the city ;
(36) but we found not therein more than one family of
Muslims. (37) And we overthrew the same, and left a sign
therein unto those who dread the severe chastisement of
God. (38) In Moses also was a sign, when we sent him
unto Pharaoh with manifest power. (39) But he turned
back with his princes, saying, This man/s a sorcerer or a
madma_ (40) Wherefore we took him and his forces
and cast them into the sea ; and he was one worthy of re-
prehensiom (41) And in the tribe of _kd also was a sign,
when we sent against them a destroying wind; (42) it
touched not aught whereon it came, but it rendered the
same as a thing rotten, and reduced to dust. (43) In
Thamdd likewise was a sign, when it was said unto them,
Enjoy yourselves for a time. (44) But they insolently
transgressed the command of their LORD: wherefore a
terrible noise from heaven assailed them while they looked
on; (45) and they were not able to stand on their feet,

(28) Fear _wt. "Some add, that, to remove Abraham's fern.,
Gabriel, who was one of these strangers, touched the caff with his
wing, and it immediately rose up and walked to its dam; upon
which Abraham knew them to be the messengers of God."--Sa/e,
Baidhdwi.

(33) See note on chap. xi. 8L
(38--46) See notes on chaps, xii. Io4-x36, and xi. 25-5o.
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neither did they save themselves from destr_ct/en, (46)
And the people of Noah did we destroy before these ; for
they were a people who enormously transgressed.

II (47) We have built the heaven with might ; and we I_ _"
have given it a large extent; (48) and we have stretched

forth the earth beneath; and how evenly have we spread
the same ! (49) And of everything have we created two
kinds, that peradventure ye may consider. (50) Fly,
therefore, unto GOD: verily I am a public warner unto
you from him. (51) And set not up another god with the
true GOD: verily I am a public warner unto you from him.
(52) In like manner there came no apostle unto their pre-
decessors, but they said, This man /s a ma_cian or a
madman. (53) Have they bequeathed this behaviour suc-
cessively the one to the other ? Yea ; they are a people
who enormously transgress. (54) Wherefore withdraw

from them ; and thou shalt not be blameworthy/n so doing.
(55) Yet continue to admonish; for admonition profiteth
the true believers. (56) I have not created genii and men
for any other end than that they should serve me. (57) I
require not any sustenance from them ; neither will I that
they feed me. (58) Verily GOD is he who provideth for
all creatures ; possessed of mighty power. (59) Unto those
who shall injure our Apostle shall be given a portion like
unto the portion of those who behaved like them in times
pc_t; and they shall not wish the same to be hastened.
(60) Woe, therefore, to the unbelievers, because of their
day with which they are threatened !

(49) Two kinds. "As, for example, male and female, the heaven
and the earth, the sun and the moon, light and darkness, plains and
mountains, winter and summer, sweet and bitter, &c."--Sa/_.

(52) Comp. chap. xxii. 44, 45.
(54) Withdraw from them. This instruction points to Muham-

road'sflight to Madfna.
(56) Comparewith chap. xi. lib
(57) T/tat theyfeed m_. Alluding to the food offeringspresented

to the idols.
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CHAPTER LII.

F_qTITLEDSURAT AL TOE (TIIEMOUNTAIN).

RevealedatMakkah.

INTRODUCTION.

THZ earlier portion of this chapter is occupied with the doctrine of
future rewards and punishments, and closely resembles the first part
of chap. li. The violence of the opposition of the Quraish to this
doctrine is iUustrated by the vehemence of the oaths by which that
doctrine is asserted. Unbelievers are assured that the fires of hell
shall overtake them ; but, on the other hand, believers are encou-
raged by a description of the sensual delights of Paradise. This
marks the introduction of the houris or black-eyed maidens of
Paradise into the descriptions of the heaven of Islam.

The latter part of this chapter reveals to us a more active opposi-
tion of the Quraish. They no longer simply deny the doctrine of his
Qurku, but declare him to be an impostor and plot his destruction
(vet. 42). Muhammad, however, is undisturbed. Believing the eye
of God to be upon him (ver. 48), he calmly waits, trusting in God
for deliverance.

Probable Date of the Rcvelatizns.

Noifldeke, in his chronological list of suras, places thin chapter
immediately after chap. li. He, however, maintains that vera =i
and 29 t_/. are of later date, because the use of certain expressions,

e.g., Lg_:_I_ ._ and -_._9_ point clearly to the later _-yle of
Muhammad. Muir places the whole Sura in the early part of his
fourth stage, _,e., at a period extending from the sixth to the tenth
year of Muhammad's ministry.
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Pr/_pa_ subj_
Vl[Pallm

Oathsbyvariousobjectsthatthejudgment-daywillcome 1-8
Theterrorsoftheunbelieversinthatday . 9-16
TheblissofParadisedescribed • • • '7--28
Muhaxamadnot a soothsayer,madman,poet,or impostor 29-34
Unbelieversreprovedfortheirignoranceandidolatry. 35-47
PlotsoftheenemiesofMuhammad exposed 42,43
Muhammadto leave the idolaters to their fate . 44-47
Muhammad exhortedtopraiseandtrusttheLord 48,49

IN THE NAME OF THE MOST MERCIFULGOD

[[ (1) By the mountain of,_inai; (2) and by the book R 3-
(3) written in an expanded scroll ; (4) and by the visited
house; (5) and by the elevated roof of heaven; (6) and
by the swelling ocean; (7) verily the punishment of thy
LORDwill surely descend; (8) there shall be none to with-
hold it. (9) On that day the heaven shall be shaken and
shall reel, (10) and the mountains shall walk and pass
away. (11) And on that day woe be unto those who
accused Goers apostles of imposture; (12) who amused
themselves in wading in vain disputes ! (13) On that day
shall they be driven and thrust into the fire of hell; (14)
and it shall be said unto them, This /s the fire which ye
denied as a fiction. (15) Is this a magic illusion ? Or do
ye not see ? (16) Enter the same to be scorched : whether
ye bear your torments patiently or impatiently, /t will be
equal unto you : ye shall surely receive the reward of that

(3) An expandeds_roll. "The book here intended, according to
different opinions, is either the book or registerwhereineveryman's
actions are recorded; orthe preservedtabl6containing God's decrees ;
or the book of the law, which was written by God, Moses hearing
the croaking of the pen ; or else the Qurhm"--_a/e, Baidlui_, Zam-
.a_ha_t

(4) The... house,/.e, "the Kaabah, somuch visited by pilgrhns ;
or, as somerather think, the original model of that house in heaven,
called al DurAh,which is visited and compared by the angels, as
the other is by men."--Sa/e, Baidl_ud.

(11) See note on chap. iii: I85.
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which ye have wrought. (17) But the pious shall dwell
amidst gardens and pleasures, (18) delighting themselves
in what their LORD shall have given them ; and their LORD
shall deliver them from the pains of hell (19) And/_
shall be said unto them, Eat and drink with easy digestion,
because of that which ye have wrought; (20) leaning on
couches disposed in order : and we will espouse them unto
virgins having large black eyes. (21) And unto those who
believe, and whose offspring follow them in the faith, we
will join their offspring in Paradise ; and we will not dimi-
nish unto them aught of the merit of their works. (Every
man /s given in pledge for that which he shall have
wrought.) (22) And we will give them fruits in abun-
dance, and flesh of the kinds which they shall desire.
(23) They shall present unto one another therein a cup
of wine, wherein there shall be no vain discourse, nor any
incitement unto wickedness. (24) And youths a_o/nted
to attend them shall go round them, beautiful as pearls
hidden in their shell. (25) And they shall approach unto
one another, and shall ask mutual questions. (26) And
they shall say, Verily we were heretofore, amidst our
family, in great dread with regard to our state after death ;
(27) but GOD hath been gracious unto us, and hath deli-
vered us from the pain of burning fire : (28) for we called
on him heretofore ; and he is the beneficent, the merciful.

1_ _" I] (29) Wherefore do thou, 0 /_ro2het, admonish thy
Tev2le. Thou art not, by the grace of thy LORD, a sooth-

(17-_5) See note on chap. iii. x5.
(20) Virgin_having large blackeyes. "This is the earliestmention

of the hitries or black-eyedgirls of Paradise, sofamous in the Maho-
m_etausystem, and which other creeds have singled out as the dls-
"i_hing feature of Isl£m. They were not thought of, at least not
(_ into the reve/a2/on,till four or five years after Mahomet
had assalmedthe officeof prophet."--Muir's Life of Maha_t, VO1.ii.
1Pp.I41,I_2,note.

(21) _ man, &c.,i.e., " every man is pledged unto God for his
• l_elaaviour| and if he does well, he redeems his pledge ; but if evil,

he forfeit_-it."--Sa/e.
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sayer or a madman. (30) Do they say, He is a poet; w(.
wait, concerning him, some adverse turn of fortune ? (31)
Say, Wait ye my ruin" verily I wait, with you, the time
of your destruction. (32) Do their mature understandings
bid them say this ; or are they people who perversely trans-
_ess? (33) Do they say, He hath forged the Qurdn?
Verily they believe not. (34) Let them produce a dis-
course like unto it, if they speak truth. (35) Were they
created by nothing; or were they creators of themselves ?
(36) Did they create the heavens and the earth ? Verily
they are not firmly persuaded tl_t God hath created them.
(37) Are the stores of thy LORDin their hands ? Are they
the supreme dispensers of all thinys ? (38) Have they a
ladder whereby they may ascend to heaven, and hear the
disconrses of the angels ? Let one, therefore, who hath heard
them produce an evident proof thereof. (39) Hath God
daughters, and have ye sons ? (40) Dost thou ask them a
reward for thy preaching ? but they are laden with debts.
(41) Are the secrets of futurity with them; and do they
transcribe the same from the tables of Goats degrees? (42)
Do they seek to lay a plot against thee ? But the unbe-
lievers are they who shall be circumvented. (43) Have
they any god besides GOD ? Far be GOD exalted above the
/do/s which they associate with him / (44) If they should
see a fragment of the heaven falling down upon them, they
would say, It is only a thick cloud. (45) Wherefore leave

3o) See chap. xxi. 5.
33) See notes on chaps, xi. x4,and xvi. 1o5.
36) They arenot.., persuaded,&c. '_For though they confessthis

with their tongues, yet they deny it by their averseness to render
him his due worship."--Sa/e.

(38) Have t]_/ a /adder, &c. Compare chap. vi. 34, where this
taunt is raLsedagainst Muhammad by the Quraish.

(39) See notes on chap. xvi. 59-6I.
(42, See chap. viii. 3o.
(44) A thick cloud, "This was one of the judgments which the

idolatrous Makkans defiedMuhammad to bring down upon them ;
and yet_says the text, if they should see a part of the heaven falling
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them until they arrive at their day, wherein they shall
swoon for fear: (46) a day in which their subtle contrivances

shall not avail them at all, neither shall they be protected.
(47) And those who act unjustly shall surely suffer another

punishment besides this: but the greater part of them do
not understand. (48) And wait thou patiently the judg-

ment of thy LORD concerni_ them ; for thou ar_ in our

eye : and celebrate the praise of thy LORD when thou risest
up ; (49) and praise him in the night-season, and when the

stars begin to disappear.

on them, they would not believe it till they were crushed to death
by it.'--Sa/e, Baid_wi.

(45) Their day, &c. "At the first sound of the trumpet.'---Sa_.
SeePrelim.Disc.,p. 135-

(47) Another punign_en_. "That i_, besides the punishment to
which they shallbe doomed at the day of judgment, they shall be
previously chastised by calamities in this life, as the slaughter at
Badr and the seven years' famine, and also after their death by the
examination of the sepulchre."--Sa/_, Ba/d_w_
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CHAPTER LIII.

ENTITLED SUBAT AL NAJ-M (TKE STAR).

t_evealed at Makkah.

INTRODUCTION.

THIS chapter receives its title from the object by which Muhammad
is commanded to swear, mentioned in the first verse. Like chapters
li. and lii., this one e_nsists of an earlier and a later portion, or may
be, as Noitldeke suggests, fragments of one or two lost Suras have
been added to the original revelation of this one by the compilers.

The earlier portion of this chapter presents two items of special
interest. The first is the declaration of the QurSh itself that Mu-
hammad was merely a passive instrument of revelation (vet. 6), and
that, therefor% the words of the QurSh are in no sense whatever the
words of Muhammad himself. The second item of special interest
is the description of the angelic vision vouchsafed to Muhamm_l,
and which was to him the proof of his apostleship. See the subject
discussed in note on ver. I I.

The latter portion of the chapter contains the passage which
records, in its amended form, a revelation said to have been sug-
gested by Satan at the time of the lapse of the Prophet. The ques.
tion of the lapse will be found discussed in notes on chap. _xll. 53

Probabl_ Date oftheRc,vela_hras.

Guided by the traditions relating to the lapse alluded to in vers.
z9--_3, the date of this portion of the chapter would be the months
of Ram_h_ and Shaww_l of the fifth year of the Call. Ver_. 26--33
are probably of a somewhat later origin, while vers. 58-62 seem to
form a little Sura by themselves. This portion, with the first
eighteen vers_ were the earliest revelations of this chapter.



cH_2. cm.] ( 90 ) [i_rRov.

Pri_# Bubj,a,.
V_q_

Oath that Muhammad received the Qurgn from the Angel
Gabriel ....... z-5

Description of the angelic visions vouchsafed to Mtth_tmmad 6-I8
The revelation concerning A1 IAt, A10zzah, and Mangh, &e. 79-23
The vanity of trusting to the intercession of female deities 24-31
God almighty and omniacient . . . 32, 33
Rebuke of a man who employed another to bear his pnniAh-

ment on the judgment-day . . . 34-56
Mu.hammad a preacher like other prophet8 . 57
The judgment-day approacheth, therefore prepare for it 58--52

IN THE NA_FE OF THE MOST MERCIFUL GOD.

R _- II (1) By the star when it setteth, (2) your companion
Muhammad erreth not, nor is he led astray, (3) neither

doth he speak of h/s own will. (4) It is no other than

a revelation, (5) which hath been revealed _n$o h/re.

(6) One mighty in power, endued with understanding,

taught/t him: (7) and he appeared in the highest pal_ of
the horizon. (8) Afterwards he approached the ProFhe*,

(1) By the star. "Some suppose the stars in general, and others
the Pleiades in particular, to be meant in this place."--_d,.

_ " fr nWhen it setterS. Or, according, to a co trary signification of the
verb here used, when i_ risah."--Sale.

(6) One mighty in power. "The Angel GabrieL"--_'a/*. "The
commentators say that the terms Ruh-ul-Amtn (Faithful Spirit)
and Shadld-ul-Qu£ (Mighty in Power) refer to no other angel or
spirit."---Sell's Faith of Iddm, p. 4.

Taught i* him. "The use of the word 'taught' . . . and the
following expression in Sura lxxv. 78, 'when we have re, ted /*,
then follow thou the recital,' shows that the Qurtku is entirely an
objective revelation, and that Muhammad was only a passive medium
of communication.'--Sell's Faith of Islazm, p. 4.

(7) A_d he appeared, &c. "In his natural form, in which God
created him, and]n the eastern part of the sky. It is said that
angel appeared in his proper shape to none of the pro_phete except
Muhammad, and to him only twice : once when he recexved the first
revelation of the QurSh, and a second time when he took his night
journey to heaven ; as it follows in the text."--ga/e.

(8) He ap2aroavh_ "In a human shape."--_ale.
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and near unto him, (9)untilhe was atthe distanceoftwo

bows'lengthfrom him, oryet nearer; (10)and he revealed

unto his servantthatwhich he revealed. (11) The heart

of Muhammad did not falselyrepresent that which he

saw. (12) Will ye thereforedispute with him concern-

ing that which he saw ? (13) He also saw him another

time, (14) by the lote-treebeyond which there is no

passing: (15) near it is the garden of e2ernal abode

en(9) Two bo_' /¢ngth. "Or, as the word also sig-nifies, two cubits
gth."--Sale.
(11) The heart . . . did not falsely reprezent, &c. That is, Mu-

hammad was not the subject of any illuslon, but saw it in reality.
He was not mistaken at to what he saw.

We have here then the distinct and positive assertion on the part
of Mtthammad that he had personal intercourse with the Angel
Gabriel Now was he sincere and truthful in this statement _ Did
he see something, or did he see nothing _ Did he report what he
saw in truth, or did he utter a deliberate falsehood 7 It seems to me
clear that the theory of deliberate falsehood is in this caseuntenable.
That he was the subject of some kind of vision must be admitted,
whether due to Divine or Satanic influence must be determined by
th, re.su/t. Judged by it_ fruits, IslKm cannot have had God for
its author. It is the most powerful of all the opposing influences
to the religion of Jesus which have arisen in the world since the
day of Pentecost.

Believing that Muhammad had intercourse with some being whom
he believed to be Gabriel, and seeing that the effect of these re-
velations, vouchsafed to Muhammad through this being, or due to
the influence which this being wrought upon his mind, was, and stall
is, to overthrow the faith of the Bible, I, as a Christian, must there-
fore hold that these visions were due to Satanic influence--Satan,
however, revealing himself as an angel of light. This view is not
only consistent with what the Bible teaches concerning the character
of Satan's policy in this dispensation (Matt. iv. x-If, xxiv. 24;
2 Theas. ii. 8-x2, and Revelation throughout), but it is the theory
which best accounts for the strange history and character of Mu-
hammad himself. See note on chap. iv. xJS. See the whole ques-
tion of the belief of Muhammad in his own _n*piratio'a discussed at
length in Muir's Life of Mahomet, vol. ii., CHAPTERTHIRD.

(13) Another time. Comp. chap. vL 8, where there is an apparently
contradictory statement.

(14) The /o_-tree, &c. "This tree, say the commentators, stands
in the seventh heaven, on the right hand of the throne of God, and
is the utmost bounds beyond which the angels themselves must not
aSS; or, as some rather imagine, beyond which no creature's know-
dge can extend."--Sa/e.
See Rodwell'snotei_/oco.
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(16) When the lote-tree covered that which it covered,
(17) h/s eyesight turned not aside, neither did it wander:

(18) and he really beheld so_e of the greatest signs of his

LORD. (19) What think ye of A1 Iit, and A1 Uzza, (20)

and Man&h, that other third goddess ? (21) Have ye male
children, and God female ? (22) This, therefore, /8 an

unjust partitiom (23) They are no other than empty

names, which ye and your fathers have named goddesses.

GOD hath not revealed concerning them anything to au-

thorise their worshi 2. They follow no other than a vain
opinion, and what their souls desire: yet hath the true

direction come unto them from their LORD. (24) Shall

man have whatever he wisheth for ? (25) The life to

come and the present life are GOD'S.

R _ II (26) And how many angels soever there be in the
heavens, their intercession shall be of no avail, (27) until

after GOD shall have granted permission unto whom he

shall please and shall accept. (28) Verily they who be-
lieve not in the life to come _ve unto the angels a female

appellation. (29) But they have no knowledge herein:

they follow no other than a bare opinion; and a bare

(16) That which is covered. "The words seem to signify that
what was under this tree exceeded all description and number.
Some suppose the whole host of angels worshipping beneath it are
intended, and others, the birds which sit on its branchea"--Sa/e,
Baidhdwi, Jaldludd_n.

(18) He really beheld, &c. "Seeing the wonders both of the
sensible and the intellectual world."--Sa/% Baidhd_wi

(19, 20) Al L4t, and Al Uaza, and Mangh "Those were three
idols of the ancient Arabs, of which we have spoken in the Pre-
liminary Discourse, pp. 38-4L

"As to the blasphemy which some pretend. Muhammad. once
uttered, through inadvertence, as he was reading this p_m_g% see
chap. xxii. 53, notes."--Sa/e.

See also notes on chaps, iv. I,6, and xxii. 74-76.
(_1) See chap. xvi. 59, notes.
(24) "That is, shall he dictate to God, and name whom he pleases

for his intercessors or for his prophet ; or shall he choose a religion
according to his own fancy, and prescribe the terms on which he
may claim the reward of this life and the next ?"--Sa_, Baidh4_i,
Jal_ludd_a.

(26) Their intvrc_aion. See chap. xxi. 28, 2_
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opinion attaineth not anything of truth. (30) Wherefore
withdraw from him who turneth away from our admoni-
tion and seeketh only the present life. (31) This/s their
highest pitch of knowledge. Verily thy LORD well
knoweth him who erreth from his way; and he well
knoweth him who is rightly directed.

[I (32) Unto GOD belongeth whatever is in heaven and Rum,
earth, that he may reward those who do evil according
to that which they shall have wrought, and may reward
those who do well with the most excellent reward. (33)
As to those who avoid great crimes and heinous sins, and
are guilty only of lighter faults, verily thy LORD will be
extensive in mercy towards them. He well knew you
when he produced you out of the earth, and when ye
were embryos in your mothers' wombs : wherefore justify
not yourselves: he best knoweth the man who feareth
high.

II (34) What thinkest thou of him who turneth aside R
from ,following the truth, (35) and giveth little, and
covetously stoppeth his hazld ? (36) Is the knowledge of
futurity with him, so that he seeth the same ? (37) Hath
he not been informed of that which is contained in the

books of Moses, (38) and of Abraham, who faithfully
performed his engagements ? (39) To wit, that a burdened
soul shall not bear the burden of another; (40) and that
nothing shall be imputed to a man for righteousness except

(33) Heinous sins . . . lighter faults. See note on chap. iv. 3o.
(35) Stoppeth his hand. "This passage, it is said, was revealed on

account of A1 Walid Ibn al Mughaira, who, following the Prophet
one day, was reviled by an idolater for leaving the religion of the
Quraish and giving occasion of scandal ; to which he answered, that
what he did was out of apprehension of the Divine vengeance:
whereupon the man offered, for a certain sum, to take the guilt of
his apostasy on himself; and the bargain being made, A1 Wa]id
returned to his idolatry_ and paid the man part of what had been
agreed on ; but afterward%on further consideration, he thought it
too much, and kept back the remainder."--Sale, Baidhdwi.

(36) Is the knowledge of futurity with him_ "That is, is he assured
that the person with whom he made the above-mentioned agreement
will be allowed to suffer in his stead hereafter _ "--Sale, Baidhduri.
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his own labour; (41)and that his labour shall surely be
made manifest hereafter, (42) and that he shall be re-
warded for the same with a most abundant reward; (43)
and that unto thy LORDw//l be the end of all things; (44)
and that he eauseth to laugh, and eauseth to weep; (45)
and that he putteth to death, and giveth life; (46) and
that he ereateth the two sexes, the male and the female,
(47) of seed when it is emitted ; (48) and that unto him
al_pertaineth another production, namely, the raising of the
dead again to life hereafter; (49) and that he enrieheth,
and causeth to acquire possessions; (50) and that he is

thethe LORD dog-star ;of(51) and that he destroyed the
ancient tribe "o.1Ad, (52) and Thamfid, and left not any of
them alive ; (53) and also the people of Noah before them;
ior they were most unjust and wicked : (54) and he over-
threw the cities which were turned upside down ; (55) and
that which covered them, covered them. (56) Which,
therefore, of thy LORD'Sbenefits, 0 man, wilt thou call in
question ? (57) This our Apostle is a preacher like the
preachers who preceded him. (58) The approaching day
or judgment draweth near: there is none who can revea}

the exact time of the same, besides GOD. (59) Do ye,
therefore, wonder at this new revelation, (60) and do ye
laugh, and not weep, (61) spending your time in idle
diversions ? (62) but rather worship GOD, and serve
him.

(50) The dog-_tar. "Sirius, or the greater dog-star, was worshipped
by some of the old Arabs. Sce Prelim. Disc., p. 38."--Sa/e.

(54) Cities... turned upside doum. "Sodom and the other cities
involved in her ruin."--Sa_e. See chap. xi. 8x, note.

(57) Like the preachers who preceded him. See introduction to
chaps, vii., xi., and xxi.
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CHAPTER LIV.

_TrrLED SUP_TALQA_R (TH_ MOON).

.Revealedat Makkah

INTRODUCTION.

Tram chapter owes its title to the statement in ver. I that the moon
shall be split in sunder as a sign of the approach of the judgment-
day.

In style and matter this chapter so closely resembles chapter xi.
that it might be called a compeud of ik No_ldeke, however, points
out that this is the first chapter in chronological order in which the
Qur_mgives the histories of several prophets together. This being
so, we may regard the longer chapter as presenting a more detailed
account of the events briefly described here.

The purpose of the revelations of this chapter was to meet the
charge of imposture brought by the Quraish against Muhanunad.
No direct refutation is attempted. The stories of the destruction of
other nations and peoples who had rejected their prophets are briefly
narrated. Throughout these _tories the prophets Noah, H_d, S_lih,
Lot, and Moses are represented as messengers of God in all respects
like Muhammad, as opposed by unbelievers of the same character as
the Quraiah, and as charged by the infidels of their day with impos-
ture_ The inference from each story is that Muhammad is a true
prophet, and that his persecutors are doomed to destruction for their
impiety in rejecting blm,

After each of the stories related save the last, the following words
occur as a sort of refrain : "Now have we made the Qur_ easy for
admonition, but is any one admonished thereby ?" This sad refrain,
together with the command to withdraw from the infidels (vet. 6),
shows that Muhammad despaired of the conversion of his towns-
Iile_.
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Proba_l_ DoJe of OreJP_'#da,tio_s.

ThischapterbelongstoMakkah. Some Muslim writers, suppos-
ingvet.45topointtothebattleofBadr,and vers.47-49torelate
totheChristianembassyofNajr£u_havethoughtthewholechapter
tobeMadinic;butthecircumstancesofthe Prophet,the attitude

ofhisopponents,thematteroftherevelations,and thestyleofcom-
position_allpointtoMakkah.
As tothedateoftherevelations,No_Idekeplacesthischapterat

theverybeginningofhissecondperiod--thefifthyearofthe call.
Thisseemstome tobetooearly.Itistruethatpersecutionofthe
Muslimsisnotpositivelymentionedin thischapter.If,however,
thestoriesoftheprophetsreflectthecircumstancesoftheMuslims
atthetimetheywerehererecorded,we may fairlyinferthatperse-
cutionof the Muslims had already begun. Then the command to
_ithdraw and the despair of the Prophet regarding the conversion
of the Quraish, point to a later date. Identifying the "withdrawal"
with the retirement to the sheb of Abu T_lib, I would fix the date
of this chapter at about B.H.6 or 7. This agrees essentially with
Muir, who places it near the beginning of his fottrth stage.

Principal Subject_.

The moon shall be split as a sign of the judgment-day I, 2
Muhammad commanded to withdraw from the infidels . 3-6
Infidels shall surely be overtaken suddenly by the judgment 6-8
Noah was charged with imposture by his enemies, who were

destroyed by the flood ....... 9-I4
Noah's Ark, like the Qur£n, a sign to unbelievers who will

not be warned . . i5-i8
The/_dites destroyed for calling their prophet an impostor I9-22
The Thamttdites destroyed for rejecting their prophet as an

impostor . . 23-32
The Sodomites destroyed because they rejected Lot as an

impostor ...... 33-40
Pharaoh and his people destroyed for rejecting Moses as an

impostor ..... 41, 42
The people of Makkah warned by these examples of coming

judgment .... 43-48
God's decree certain and irresistible--illustrated by destruc-

tion of former nations . . 49-5I
AllactionsrecordedintheDivine records• • • 52, 53
The pious shall dwell in the gardens of Paradise. • 54, 55
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IN THE NAME OF THE MOST MERCIFULGOD.

[I (1) The hour of ]_g_nt approacheth, and the moon R _"
hath been split in sunder; (2) but if the unbel_vers see a

sign, they turn aside, saying, This is a powerful charm.

(3) And they accuse thee, 0 Mul_mmad, of imposture, and
follow their own lusts : but everything will be immutably

fixed. (4) And now hath a message come unto shem,

wherein /s a determent from obstinate i_fideli/y ; (5) the

same being consummate wisdom : but warners profit them

not; wherefore do thou withdraw from them. (6) The

day whereon the summoner shall summon mankind to an
ungrateful business, (7) they shall come forth from their

(1) The moon hath been split. " This passage is expoumled two
different ways. Some imagine the words reter to a famous miracle
supposed to have been performed by Muhammad ; for it is said that,
on the infidels demanding a sign of him, the moon appear_d cloven
in two, one part vanishing and the other remaining ; amt Ibn Masfid
affirmed that he saw Mount Har_ interpose between the two sections.
Others think the preter tense is here used in the prophetic style for
the future, and that the passage should be rendered, ' The moon shall
be split in sunder ;' for this, they say, is to happen at the resurrec-
tion. The former opinion is supported by reading, according to some
copies, wa kad i_gha_lqa 'lqamaro, i.e., ' since the moon hath alreadv
been split in sunder ;' the splitting of the moon being reckoned by
some to be one of the previous signs of the last day."--Sale, Bai-
dhdwi.

(2) A powerful charm. "Or, as the participle here used may also
signify, 'a continued series of magic,' or 'a transient magic illu-
sion.' "--Sale.

(3) They accuse th_.., of iml_$ture. See notes on chaps, iii. 185.
ann vii. 2o3.

lmmutablyf_d. "Or will reach a final period of ruin or snccess
in this world, and of misery or happiness in the next, which will l_
conclusive and unchangeable thenceforward for ever."--Sa/e, Bai-
dhdwi, Zama_k, hari.

(4) A message, i.e., "the Qur£n, containing stories of former nations
which have been chastised for their incredulity and threats of a
more dreadful punishment hereafter."--Sale.

(5, 6) This looks like a later Makkan revelation pointing to the
withdrawal from Makkah to Madina. It may, however, reler to the
withdrawal which took place along with the Ban against the H_shi-
mites.

(6) The _um_ner shall summon. " That is, when the Angel Israffl
shall call men to judgment."--Sa/e.

VOL. IV. G
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graves with downcast looks, numerous as locusts scattered
far abroad; (8) hastening with terror unto the summoner.

The unbelievers shall say, This is a day of distress. (9) The

people of Noah accused that lz'rophet of imposture before

thy people rejected thee : they accused our servant of impos-

ture, saying, He is a madman; and he was rejected with

reproach. (l 0) He called, therefore, upon his LORD, say-
ing, Verily I am overpowered; wherefore avenge me.

(] ]) So we opened the gates of heaven, with water pour-

ing down, (12) and we caused the earth to break forth

into springs; so that the water of heaven and earth met,
aecordin_ to the decree wlfich had been established. (13)
And we bare him on a vessel composed of planks and nails ;

(14) which moved forward under our eyes: as a recom-
pense unto him who had been ungratefully rejected. (15)

And we left the saixt vessel for a sign: but /s any one

w.lrned thereby? (16) And how severe was my vengeance

and my _hreatening! (17) Now have we made the Qur£n
easy for admonition : but is any one admonished thereby ?

(18) /_d charged their prophet with imposture; but how

severe was my vengeance, and my threatening ! (19) Verily
we sent against them a roaring wind, on a day of continued

(9) We here again see how ]_[uhammad represents the former
prophets as being like unto himself. See Introduction to chaps, xi.
and xxi.

(10) IFherefore avenge _ne. "This petition was not preferred by
N_ah till after he had suffered repeated violence from his people;
for it is rehtted that one of them having fallen upon him and ahnost
strangled him, when he came to himself he said, _O Lord, torgive
them, for they know not what they do.' "--Sale, Baidhdwi.

The tlood is here represented as having been sent for the purpose
of avenging Noah, contradicting the former Scriptures both iu letter
and spirit.

(14) Under our eyes, i.e., " under our special regard and keeping."
--6'a/e.

(15) Rodwell thinks that Muhammad owed the statement of this
verse, "Wc left the said vessel tora sign," to a Jewish tradition " as
to the collection of pitch from the wood of the ark in the time of
Berosus for amulet.% alid of the wood itself in the time of Josephus
kant. i. 3, 6 ; c. A2r/o_, i. 19)."

(19) A roaring w/m]. '" Or a cold wiad.'--Sa/e.
A day, &e., viz., "on a Wednesday." See chap. xli. zb, note.



SXeZ_.AXXVZL] ( 99 ) [CHAP.UV.

ill-luck ; (20) it carried men away as though they had been
roots of palm-trees forcibly torn up. (21) And how sev_e
was my vengeance and my threatening! (22) Now we
have made the Qur'£n easy for admonition ; but/s any one
admonished thereby ?

II (23) Thamdd charged the admonitions of their prophet [_
with falsehood, (24) and said, Shall we follow a single man
among us ? verily we should then be guilty of error and
preposterous madness : (25) is the o_w.eof admonition com-
mitted unto him preferably to the rest of us ? Nay ; he is
a liar and an insolent fellow. (26) But God said to Sdlih,
To-morrow shall they know who/s the liar and the inso-
lent person; (27) for we will surely send the she-camel
for a trial of them : and do thou observe them, and bear
their insults with patience ; (28) and prophesy unto them
that the water shall be divided between them, and each

1)ortion shall be sat down to alternately. (29) And they
called their companion ; and he took a sword and slew her.
(30) But how severe was my vengeance and my threaten-
ing ! (31) For we sent against them one cry of the Angel
Gabriel ; and they became lille the dry sticks used by him
who buildeth a fold for cat_le. (32) And now have we
made the Qur£u easy for admonition ; but /s any one ad-
monished thereby?

H (33) The people of Lot charged h/s preaching with p_ sTW

(20) '. It is related that they sought shelter in the clefts of the
rocks and in pits, holding fast by oxmanother, but that the wind
iml_etuously tore them away, and threw them down dead."--Sale,
Baid]uiw_

(9.7)See notes on chap. vii. 74-79.
(9.8)Betweenthem. B_tweenthe Thamt_dites and the she-camel.

See note on chap. xxvi. I55.
(9.9)Their companion,m_mely," Kid_r Ibn Salif, who was not an

Arab, but a stranger dwelling among the Thamddites."--Sa/e. See
also notes on chap. vii. 74-79.

(31) Dry sticks, &c. "The words may signify either the dry
boughs w._thwhich, in the East_ they make folds or enclosures t-
fence their cattle from win,l and cold, or the stubble and other stuff
with which they litter them in those tblds during the winter season."
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falsehood ; (34) but we sent against them a w/nd driving
a shower of stones, which destroyed them all except the

family of Lot ; whom we delivered early in the morning,
(35) through favour from us. Thus do we reward those

who are thankful. (36) And Lot had warned them of our

severity i7_ chastising; but they doubted of that warning.

(37) And they demanded his guests of him, that they might
abuse them : but we t_ut out their eyes, sayi_uj, Taste my

ven2eaace and my threatening. (_8) And early fil tile

morning a lasting punishment surprised them. (39) Taste,

therefore, my vengeance and my thleatening. (40) Now

have we made the Quran easv for admonition ; but is any
one admonished thereby ? (41) The warnin_ of Moses also

came unto the people of Pharaoh ; (42) but they charged
every one of our signs with imposture : wherefore we chas-

tised them with a mighty and irresistible chastisement.
(43) Are your unbelievers, 0 Ma]ckans, better than these ?

Is immunity from punishmen_ promised unto you in the

scriptures ? (44) Do they say, We are a body of men able
to prevail against our enemies ? (45) The multitude shall

surely be put to flight, and shall turn their back. (46)
Bu_ the hour of judgment is their threatened time oar

(37) We put out the/r eye_. " So that their sockets became filled
up even with the other parts of their face_ This, it i_ said, was done
by one stroke of the wing of the Angel Gabriel. See chap. xi. 8o."
--Sale.

(38) A l_ting Funizhment. " Under which they shall continue
till they receive their full punishment in helL"--Sa&.

(41.4"2) See notes on chap. vii. m4- I36.
(45) " This prophecy was tulfiUed by the overthrow of the Qurai_h

at Badr. It is related, from a tradition of Omar, that when this
pasbage was revealed, Muhammad prote_sed himself to be ignorant
of its true meaning ; but on the day of the battle of Badr he repeated
these words as he was putting on l_is coat of mail."--Sale, Baidh_wi.

There is no good reason for supposing these words to bare had any
reference to the battle of ]3adr. The '"mulutude" refer_ to the
Quraish, who were, when compared with the Muslims, a multitude,
a_ were also the euemie_ ot' the former prophets described above.

(46) Threale_d tiv_e,&c., i.e., " the tmle when they shall receive
their full punishment ; what they suffer in this world beilig only the
iorerunner or earnest of what they shM.lfeel m the next."--Z"""""""""_z.

i
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T_ishment ; and that hour shall be more grievous and
more bitter than their a_ictions in this life. (47) Verily
the wicked wander in error, and shall be tormented hera-

after in burning flames. (48) On that day they shall be
dragged into the fire on their faces ; and it shall be said
unto them, Taste ye the touch of hell. (49) All things
have we created bound by a fixed decree: (50) and our
command/s no more than a single word, like the twinkling
of an eye. (51) We have formerly destroyed nations like

unto you; but /s any of you warned by their example ?
(52) Everything which they do /s recorded in the books
_Tt by the guardian angels; (53) and every action, both
small and great, /s written down in the Treserved table.
(54) Moreover, the pious shall dwell among gardens and
rivers, (55) in the assembly of truth, in the presence of a
most potent king.

(50) A 8ingle word, viz., " ' Kun,' i.e., ' Be.' The passage may also
be rendered, 'Tile execution of our purpose is but a single act,
exerted in a moment. Some suppose it refers.to the business o! the
day of judgraent."--Sa/e, Ba/dhdw/.

See note on chap. xxxvi. 82.
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CHAPTER LV.

ENTITLED SURAT &L RA.HM/LN (TILE MERCIFUL).

Revealed at MuLLah.

INTRODUCTION.

THIs chapter, as indicated by the name given to God in the first
verse, from which it receives its title, is a psalm of praise to Allah
for his maniflfld mercies to mankind. This revelation of God is

exhibited in his works of creation and providence, but especially in
his bountiful provision for the happiness of Mushms amid the gar-
dens and by the coohng fountains and rivers of Paradise.

Among Muslims this is one of the most popular chapters in the
Qur_. This is no doubt due partly to its sensual description of
Paradise and partly to the "fixed alternating versicle throughout,
quaintly addressed in the dual number both to men and genii. To
suit the rhyme the objects are introduced in pairs, excepting the
damsels, whose number may not thus be limited" (Muir's Life o.f
Mahomet. vol. ii. p. 142). This arrangement gives the reading of
the chapter in the Arabic language a certain musical ring which is
very. charming to the ear of an Oriental. In form it resembles
Psalm xxxvfi., of which, as has been conjectured by Marracci, it is
an imitation.

Probable Date of t_ Revelations.

There can be but one judgment as to the locality in which this
chapter originawd. " Its fanciful character," says No_ldeke, "shows
it to be a later Makkan production." Some Muslim writers hold
that the whole chapter is Madinic, or that at least ver. 29 is so ; but,
this opinion is rejected by the better class of commentators. As to
the date, the style and contents alike point to the end of the first
period, i.e., of the fourth year of the Call
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Pria_al Su_evt._.
VZRSF.8

God taught the QurSh to _uhammad . x

God the creator of all things . . . 2-i 5
God eontrolleth the seas and all that is therein I6--25

God ever liveth, though all else decay and die 26-30

God will certainly judge both men and genii 3I-4O

God will consign the wicked to hell-fire 4x-45
The joys of Paradise described 46-78

IN TILE NAME OF THE MOST MERCIFUL GOD.

{] (1) The Merciful hath taught his servant the QurSh. 1_ 3!_.11

(2) He created man; (3) he hath taught him distinct
speech. (4) The sun and the moon ru_ their co_rses
according to a certain rule: (5) and the vegetables which
creep on the ground, and the trees submit to his disposi-
t/on. (6) He also raised the heaven ; and he appointed
the balance, (7) that ye should not transgress in respect to
the balance: (8) wherefore observe a just weight, and
diminish not the balance. (9) And the earth hath he pre-
pared for living creatures : (10) therein are va_4z_s fruits,
and palm-trees bearing sheaths of flowers; (11) and grain
having chaff, and leaves. (12) Which, therefore, of your
LORD'Sbenefits will ye ungratefully deny ?

II (13) He created man of dried clay like an earthen N_,.
vessel: (14) but he created the genii of fire clear from
smoke. (15) Which, therefore, of your LORD'S benefits
will ye ungratefully deny _ (16) /ire/8 the LORDof the

(1) See chap. lift. 6, note.

._) The ba/az_. "Or justiee and equity in mutual dealings."-

(12) "The words are directed to the two species of rational crea-
tures, men and genii, the verb and the pronoun being in the dual
number.

"This verb is intercalated, or repeated by way of burden, through-
out the whole chapter no less than thirty-one times, which wa_ done,
_mMarracci guesses, in imitation of David.'w_._a/e. (0omp. Ps.xxxvii.)

(13--14) See notes on chaps, ii. 30, and vii. x2.
(16) Ea_ ... 1zest. "The original words are both in the dual
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east, (17) and the LORDOf the west. (18) Which, there-
fore of your LORD'S benefits will ye un_atefully deny ?
(19) He hath let loose the two seas, that they meet each
another: (20) between them is placed a bar which they
cannot pass. (21) Which, therefore, of your LORD'Sbene-
fits will ye ungratefully deny ? (22) From them are taken
forth unions and lesser pearls. (23) Which, therefore, of
your LORD'Sbenefits will ye ungratefully deny ? (24) His
also are the ships, carrying their sails aloft in the sea like
mountains. (25) Which, therefore, of your LORD'S bene-
fits will ye ungratefully deny ? (26) Every creature which
liveth oil the earth is subject to decay: (27) but the glo-
rious and honourable countenance of thy LORD shall
remain for ever. (28) Which, therefore, of your LORD'S
benefits will ye ungratefully deny ?2

R j-d ]] (29) Unto him do all creatures which are in heaven
and earth make petition : every day is he employed in some
new work. (30) Which, therefore, of your LORD'S benefits
will ye ungratefully deny? (31) We will surely attend
to judge you. 0 men and genii, at the last day. (32) Which,
therefore, of your LORD'S benefits will ye ungratefully
deny ? (33) Oye collective body of genii and men, if ye
be able to pass out of the confines of heaven and earth,
pass forth : ye shall not pass forth but by absolute power.
(33) Which, therefore, of your LORD'S benefits will ye
ungratefully deny ? (35) A flame of fire without smoke,

number, and signify the different points of the horizon at which the
sun rises and sets at the summer and winter solstice."--Sale.

See note on chap. xxxvii. 5"

(19) The two seas. " OI salt and fresh water (chap. xxv. 55), or the
Persian and M_diterral_ean seas.'--_'ale, Baidtuiwi.

('29) Some new work. " In executing those things which he hath
decreed from eterlJity, by giving life and death, raising one and
aba._in_ another, h_.aring prayers and granting petitions, &c."--Sa/e,
Baidlu_wi.

:33) To pass o,_t, &c. " To tly from the power and to avoid the
decree of God."--Sale.

(35) A smoke withoutflarae. " Or, as the word also sigmifie.% _nolte_
brass, which shall be poured on the heads of the damned."--Sa/e.
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and a smoke without flame shall be sent down upon you,
and ye shall not be able to defend yourselves t]_r_f_o'_.
(36) Which,_ therefore, of your LORD'Sbenefits will ye un-
gratefully deny ? (37) And when the heaven shall be rent
in sunder, and shall become _'ed as a rose, and shall melt
like ointmeut. (38) (Which, therefore, of your LORD'S
benefits will ye ungratefully deny ?) (39) On that day
neither man nor genius shall be asked concerning his sin.
(40) Which, therefore, of your LOI_D'$ benefits will ye
ungratefully deny ? (41) The wicked shall be known by
their marks, and they shall be taken by the forelocks and
the feet and shall be cast into hell. (42) Which, there-
fore, of your LORD's benefits will ye ul_gratefully deny
(43) This/s hell, which the wicked deny as a falsehood:
(44) they shall pass to and fro between the same and hot
boiling water. (45) Which, therefore, of your LORD'S be-
nefits will ye ungratefully deny ?

II (46) But for him who dreadeth the tribunal of his 1_ _"
LORD are Treparezt two gardens: (47) (Which, therefore,
of your LORD'S benefits will ye ungratefully deny ?) (48)
planted with shady trees. (49) Which, therefore, of your
:LORD'Sbenefits will ye ungratefully deny ? (50) In each
of them shall be two fountains flowing. (51) Which, there-
fore, of your LoaD's benefits will ye un_atefully deny ?

(37) A rose, &c. "Or _shall appear like red leather,' according to
a different sigHification of the original word."--Sa/e.

(39) Neither man nor genius, &c. "For their crimes will be known
by their different marks, as it follows in the text. ' This_' says al
Baidh_wi, ' is to be understood of the time when they shall be raised
to life, and shall be led towards the tribunal ; for when they come
to trial, they will then undergo an examination, as i_._l_clared in
several _laces of the Qur_.n.' "--Sale. /

(41) See Prelim. Disc., p. 141.

(44) To a_dfro, &c. "For the only refl_e ttley shall have from
the flames of hell will I,e when they are suffered to go to drink this
scalding liquor."--Sa/_. See chap. xxxvii. 62--65.

(46) Two gardens_ i.e., "one distinct Paradise lor men, and another
for genii, or, as some imagin% two gallons for each person ; one as
a reward due to his w_rks, and the other as a free and superabun-
dant gift, &c2--Sa/¢.
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(52)In eachofthem shalltherebeofeveryfruittwo kinds.

(53)Which,therefore,ofyourLORD'Sbenefitswillye un-
gratefullydeny? (54)They shallreposeon,couches,the

liningswhereofsl_llbeofthicksilkinterwovenwithgold:
and the fruit of the two gardens shall be near at hand
together. (55) Which, therefore, of your LOAD'S benefits
will ye ungratefully deny ? (56) Therein shall _'eceive
them beauteous damsels, refraining their eyes from beholding
any besides their STouses: whom no man shall have de-
flowered before them, neither any genius: (57) (Which,
therefore, of your LOAD'S benefits will ye ungratefully
deny ?) (58) Having eomplexio_ls like rubies and pearls.
(59) Which, therefore, of your LOAD'S benefits will ye
ungratefully deny ? (60) Shall the reward of good works
be any other good ? (61) Which, therefore, of your LOAD'S
benefits will yc ungratefully deny ? (62) And besides these
there shall be two other gardens: (63) Which, therefore,
of your LORD'S benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? (64)
Of a dark green. (65) Which, therefore, of your LOAD'S.
benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? (66) In each of them
shall be two fountains pouring forth plenty of water. (67)
Which, therefore, of your LORD'S benefits will ye ungrate-
fully deny? (68) In each of them shall be fruits, and

(52) Fruit two kinds. " Some being known, and like the fruits
of the earth ; and others of new and unknown species, or fruit8 both
green and rTe."--Sa/e.

(54) Fruit... near at hand. " So that a man may reach them a_
he sits or hes down."--Sa/e.

(56-58) See note on chap. iii. 15. " This." says Muir, "is the
reward of the Mghestclass of believers. Anot_mrset of gardens and
females is immediately alter described for the common faithfuk'_
IAfe of Mahomet,vol. _i. p. 142.

(62) Two othergardens. "For the inferior classes of the inhabi-
tants of Paradise."--Sale. See note on vers. 56-58, above.

(64) Ofa dark green. " From hence, says al Baidh_wi, it may be
interred that these gardens will chiefly produce herbs or the inferior
sort8of vegetables ; whereas the former w211be planted chiefly with
fruit-trees. The following part of this description also falls short of
that of the other gardens, prepared for the superior elas_es."--,_al¢.

(65-76) See note on chap. it. 25, and Rodwell in loeo.
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palm-trees, and pomegranates. (69) Which, therefore, of
your LORD'S benefits will ye un_atefully deny ? (70)
Therein shall be agreeable and beauteous damsels: (71)
Which, therefore, of your LORD'Sbenefits will ye ungrate-
fully deny ? (72) Having fine black eyes, and kept in
pavilions from F_blic view: (73) Which, therefore, of your
LORD'S benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? (74) Whom
no man shall have deflowered before their destb_ed spouses,
nor any genius. (75) Which, therefore, of your LORD'S
benefits will ye ungratefully deny ? (76) There_n shall
they delight themselves, lying on green cushions and beau-
tiful carpets. (77) Which, therefore of your LORD'Sbene-
fits will ye ungratefully deny ? (78) Blessed be _lle name
of thy LORD,possessed of glory and honour
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CHAPTER LVI.

ENTITLED SURAT AL W._QtA (THE INEVITABLE).

Revealed at Makkah.

INTRODUCTION.

Tsm chapter forms a single discourse. The first three verses may
be regarded as giving the subject of the discourse. In the following
verses we have described : (r) the terrors which shall suddenly befall
the human race at the judgment-day ; (2) the rewards of the right-
eous to which they shall then be admitted ; (3) the punishment then
to be inflicted upon the wicked, because they had refused to believe
in the warnings of the Qurdn ; and, finally, arguments to prove the
possibility of the resurrection of the dead.

Some writers, however, maintain that a new part of this chapter
begins with ver. 74'; but since the termination of both parts are alike
and ver. 87 seq. refer to what is said in the first part, it is only
re_onable to regard the chapter as tbrming a whole.

Probable Date of the Revelations.

A few writers have held this chapter to be Madfnic, or that at
least vers. 74-8I are so, or ver. 8x only, which they suppose to refer
to the hypocrites of Madina ; or vers. 91-96 for the same reason ; or,
finally, vers. I-3, which they suppo_ to allude to the battle of Badr.
The style and matter of the chapter are, however, too clearly in
favour of a Makkan origin to admit of any doubt.

As to the date of the revelations, No_ldeke places this chapter
immediately after chap. lii. Muir makes it to follow chap. Iv.,
which, considering the similarity of the description of the sensual
delights of Paradise and the torments of hell, is the better arrange-
ment.
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Pri,_ipal Subjects.
T,RS_

The coming of the judgment-day inevitable x, 2
Its terrors described . • • 3-7
Its coming shall separate men into three classes 8-x t
Joys of the Muslim heaven described. I2-39
The punishment of the wicked in hell depicted . . . 4o-56
Arguments for the resurrection of the dead drawn from

God's work in creation and providence • 57-73
Oath by the star_ that the Qur£n is divinely inspired 74-8z
Men should believe in God since they cannot save the

dying from death 82-96

IN THE NAME OF THE MOST MERCIFUL GOD.

[[ (1) When the inevitable day of judgment shall sud-R __
denly come, (2) no sou/ shall charge the prediction of its
coming with falsehood: (3) it will abase some and exalt
others. (4) When the earth shall be shaken with a violent
shock, (5)and the mountains shall be dashed in pieces,
(6) and shall become as dust scattered abroad ; (7) and ye

shall be separated into three distinct classes: (8) the com-
panions of the right hand (how happy shall the com-

panions of the right hand be .r), (9) and the companions of

the left hand (how miserable shall the companions of the

left hand be !) ; (10) and those who have preceded others i_

(1) The inevitable. "The original word, the force whereof cannot
well be expressed by a single word, signifies a calamitous accident,
which falls surely and with sudden violence, and is therefore nmde
use of here to design the day ofjudgmeut."--Sale.

(8, 9) Companions of the right., and left hand. "That is, the
blessed and the damned ; who may t_e thus distinguished here, be-
cause the books wherein their actions are registered will be delivered
into the right hands of the former and into the left hands of the
latter, though the words translated r/ghz hand and left hand do also
signify hay_pinessand mizery."--Sule, Baidhdwi, JaldluAdin.

(10) Those who have preceded, &c. " Either the first converts to
Muhammadism, or the prophets, who were the respective leaders of
their people, or any persons who have been eminent examples of
piety and virtue, may be here intended. The original words literally
rendered are, The leaders, the leaders : which repetition, as some sup-
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the faith shall precede them to Paradise. (11) These are
they who shall approach near unto God : (12) they shall
dwell in gardens of delight. (13) (There shall be many of
the former religions, (14) and few of the last.) (15)
Reposing on couches adorned with gold and precious
stones, (16) sitting opposite to one another thereon. (17)
Youths which shall continue in their bloom for ever, shall

go round about to attend them, (18) with goblets, and
beakers, and a cup of flowing wine: (19) their heads shall
not ache by drinking the same, neither shall their reason
be disturbed : (20) and with fruits of the sorts which they
shall choose, (21) and the flesh of birds of the k/nd which
they shall desire. (22) And there shall aezxr_pany them
fair damsels having large black eyes ; resembling pearls
hidden in their shells : (23) as a reward for that which
they shall have wrought. (24) They shall not hear there-
in any vain discourse, or any charge of sin ; (25) but only
the salutation, Peace! Peace! (26) And the companions
of the right hand (how happy shall the companions of the
right hand be Y) (27) shall have their abode among lote-trees
free from thorns, (28) and trees of mauz loaded regularly
with their produce from top to bottom; (29) under an
extended shade, (30) near a flowing water, (31) and amidst

pose, was designed to expres_ the dignity of these persons and the
certainty of their future glory and happiness."--Sa/e, Baidh_wf, &c.

(14) Few of the last, i.e., "there shall be more leaders, who have
preceded others in faith and good works, among the followers of the
several prophets from Adam down to Muhammad, than of the fol-
lowers of Muhammad himself."--Sale, Baidh4wi.

(16) See note on chap. xv. 47-
(17-9.5) See notes on chaps, ii. 25, iii. xS, and lv. 46--76.
(28! Trees of _nauz. "The original word, Talh, is the name, not

only of the mauz (see chap. xxxvii. I46), but also of a very tall and
thorny tree, which bears abundance of flowers of an agreeable smell,
and seems to be the acacia."--Sale.

1Rodwcll suggests the ba_ana tree.
(30) Flow_l rater. "Which shall be conveyed in channels to

such places anal in such nmnner as every one shall desire. A1 Bai-
dh_wi observes that the condition of the few who have preceded
others in faith and good works is represented by whatever may
render a city life agreeable, and that the condition of the corn-
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fruitsin abundance, (32) which shall not fail,nor shall

be forbidden to be gathered: (33) and they shallrepose

themselveson loftybeds. (34) Verily we have createdthe

damselsof -Paradiseby a peculiarcreation: (35) and we

have made them virgins,(36) beloved by theirhusbands,

of equal age w£th them; (37) for the delightof the com-

panions of the right hand. (38) There shallbe many of

the folanerreligions,(39)and many ofthe latter. 2

II(40) And the companions of the left hand (how I_ 15"

miserableshallthe companions ofthe lefthand be.r)(41)

shalldwellamidst burning winds and scaldingwater,(42)

under the shade of a black smoke, (43) neithercool nor

agreeable. (44) For they enjoyed the pleasuresof life

beforethis,whileon earth; (45) and obstinatelypersisted

in a heinouswickedness: (46) and they said,(47) After

we shah have died,and become dust and bones,shallwe

panions of the right hand, or the generality of the blessed, is repre-
sented by those things which make the principal pleasure of a
country, life ; and that this is done to show the difference of the two
conditlons."--Sa/e.

433) Lofty beds. "The word translated beds signifies also, by way
of metaphor, wives or concubines: aml if the latter sense be preferred,
the passage may be rendered thus, ' And they shall et,joy damsels
raised on lofty couches, whom we have created:' &c."--3a/e.

434) Ire have created, &c. "Having created them purposely of
finer materials than the females of this world, and subject to none
of those inconveniences which are natural to the sex. Some under-
stand this pas.,age of the beatified women, who, though they died
old and ugly, shall yet be restored to their youth and beauty in
Paradise.'--Sa/e.

See also Prelim. Disc., pp. 158-x63.
435) ir9"ns. For how often soever their husbands shall go in

unto them, they shall always find them virgins.'--Sa/e.
(38, .,9) I_ather Marraecl thinks this to be a manifest contradic-

tion to what is said above (vers. 13, x4), 'There shall be many of the
former and few of the latter ; ' but al Baidh£wi obviates such an ob-
jection by observing that the preceding passage speaks of the/cadets
only, and those who have preceded others in faith and good works ;
and the passage before us speaks of the righteous of inferior merit
and degree ; so that though there be many of both sorts, yet there
may be few of one sort, compaxatively speaking, in re_pect to the
other.'--Sa/e.

(40-56) See chap. xxxvii. 62-65.
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surelybe raisedto life? (48)_ha21our forefathersalso
be ra_ed v_th us? (49)Say,Verilyboth the firstand

the last(50)shallsurelybe gatheredtogethertoj_Igment,

at the prefixedtime of a known day. (51)Then ye,0
men, who have erred,and deniedtheresurreetio_as a

falsehood, (52) shall surely eat of the fruit of the tree of
al Zaqqfim, (53) and shall fill your bellies therewith : (54)
and ye shall drink thereon boiling water; (55) aml ye
shall drink as a thirsty camel drinketh. (56) This shall
be their entertainment on the day of judgment. (57) We

have creased you: will ye not therefore believe that we
can raise you from the dead ? (58) What think ye ? Tim
seed whicil ye emit, (59) do ye create the same, or are we
the creators thereof? (60) We have decreed death unto
you all: and we shall not be prevented. (61) _Ve are
able to substitute others like unto you in your stead, and

to produce you again in the conditwn or form which ye
know not. (62) Yc know the original production by
c_'eation ; will ye not therefore consider that we are able
to Troduce you tnj resuscitation? (63) What tifiuk ye ?
The grain which ye sow, (64) do ye cause the same to
spring forth, or do we cause it to spring forth ? (65) If
we pleased, verily we could render the same dry and
fruitless, so that ye would not cease to wonder, (66) saying,
Verily we have contracted debts for seed and labour, but
we are not permitted to reap the fruit thereof. (67) What
think ye? The water wtfieh ye drink, (68) do ye send
down the same from the clouds, or are we tim senders

thereof? (69) If we pleased, we could render the same
brackish: will ye not therefore give thanks ? (70) What
think ye. The fire which ye strike, (71) do ye produce

(65) IZe would not cease to wm,de'r. "Or to repent of your time and
labour bestowed to little purpose, &c."--Sa/e.

(66) HZe have co_traeted debts, or we are undone.
Not permitted to reap, &c., or, " We are unJbrtunate wretches, who

are demed the necessaries oi lite."--_ale.

(71) See note on chap. xxxvi. 8o.




