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ERRATA AND ADDENDA

P. 26, 1. 45" For conuersion read conversion.
P. 32, L 38. Mr. Bradley suggests that maistresse is a misprint of Thynne's

for maistres seer?, i.e. master's secret ; alluding to John of Northampton.
P. 33, l, 75. For may it be sayd in that thinge ' this man thou demest, read

may it be sayd, ' in that thinge this man thou demest,
P. 5o, L a8. For in sacke, sowed with wolle _erAM_s read in aacke sowed,

with wolle.

P. 52, U. xoT, xo9. Mr. Bradley suggests that ' Cayaes' and ' Cayn' are
Thynne's misprints for ' Cames' and ' Cam' ; where Cam (misread as Cain)
means Ham, for which the Vulgate has Cl_am.

P- 153, L x87. Insert a Ayphen in gold-mastling.

P. i63, L 52o. For punishments readpunish_ments. (See note.)
P. 18o, L Io5o. For [ful] eta,/[not]. (See note.)
P. ,86, !. xu3x. End the line with a semicolon.

P. t92, 1.36. Insert a mark of interrogation after speketh of.
P. uo6, 1. 27. For request [the] read requestS. (See note.)
P. at 3, L 294. aVormen/_erlm_s readpees. (Seenote.)
P. 2ts, l. 363. For debated read delated. (Seenote.)
P. 237 ; footnotes, 1. x. For I54a read x532.
P. a56, L 37L Por tha read that.

P. 458 ; note to 1. xxT. See also P. PL B. xiii. 277, 292.
P. 458 ; note to 1. 53. For fuller details, see the Introduction.

P-473; note to I. I55. Chaucer's Astrolabe was not written till x39x ,
after Usk's death.

P- 475 ; note to Ch. XI. 1. xL On the subject of Grace, see BI_. ill oh. 8.
P. 478 ; note to I. 47- For taken from read compare.



INTRODUCTION

§ I. THE following pieces are selected, as being the most ira- i

portant, from among the very numerous ones which have been
appended to Chaucer's works in various editions.

I use the word 'appended' advisedly. It is not true that
these works were all attributed to Chaucer in the black-letter
editions. The Praise of Peace was marked as Gower's in

Thynne's first edition of I532. Another piece in that edition is
attributed to Scogan. The Letter of Cupid is expressly dated
I4o_ , though Chaucer died in I4oo. The Flower of Curtesye
contains the words ' Chaucer is dede' ; and The Testament of
Cresseid contains a remark which, in modern English, would
run thus--' Who knows if all that Chaucer wrote is true ?'

Those who, through ignorance or negligence, regard Thynne's
edition of Chaucer as containing 'Works attributed to Chaucer'
make a great mistake ; and even if the mistake be excused on
the ground that it has been very generally and very frequently
made, this does not lessen its magnitude. The title of Thynne's
book is very instructive, and really runs thus :--' The Workes of
Geffray Chaucer newly printed, with dyuers workes which were
neuer in print before, &c.' This is strictly and literally true ; for it
contains such works of Chaucer's as had previously been printed
by Caxton, Wynkyn de Worde, and Julian Notary (see vol. i.
p. 28), together with 'dyuers workes [of various auth.ors] which
were neuer in print before.' Which is the simple solution of the
whole matter, as far _ this edition is concerned. The same
remarks apply to the second edition in i54_, and the third, printed
about z55o, But Stowe, in zS6Z, altered the rifle so as to give

it a new meaning. The rifle-page of his edition runs thus :-
'The Woorkes of Geffrey Chaucer, newly printed with diuers



x INTRODUCTION.

Addicions which were neuer in printe before.' Here the author-

ship of Chaucer was, for/_eflrs/lime, practically claimed for the

whole of Thynne's volume. At the same time, Stowe did not
really mean what he seems to say, for it was he who first added

the words--' made by Ihon lidgate '-- to the title of 'The

Flower of Curtesie,' and who first assigned a title (ascribing

the poem to dan IAan lidgat) to the poem beginning ' Consider

wel' ; see no. 4o (vol. i. p. 33)-
§ 2. It is clear that Thynne's intention was to 'print a collec-

t/on of poems, including all he could find of Chaucer and

anything else of a similar character that he could lay his hands

on t. In other words, the collection was, from the beginning,

a collection of the Works of Chaucer and other writers; and

this fact was in no way modified by the adoption by Stowe

and Speght of misleading titles that actually assigned to Chaucer
all the poems in the volume! See further, as to this subject,
in the discussion of The Court of Love below.

The number of pieces appended, at various times, to Chaucer's
Works are so numerous that I have been obliged to restrict

myself to giving a selection of them only.

Of the non-Ghaucerian pieces primed by Thynne in z532 ,

I have included all but three. The rejected pieces are those

numbered i8, 2x, and 22 in the list given at p. 32 of voL i.

They are all poor and uninteresting, but I add a few words
of description.

z8. -4 2_raise of l/Yamen. Noticed in voL i. p. 37- Though
decisively rejected by Tyrwhitt, and excluded from Moxon's

reprint, it was revived (for no good reason) by Bell, and con-
sequently appeared in the Aldine edition, which was founded

on Bell's. It enumerates the merits of womankind, and con-

demns the slanders of men concerning them. We ought to
worship all women out of reverence for the Queen of heaven,

In this connection, we must not forget the carious I_torytold in Francis
Thyune's Anlmadoersieno on Speght's edition of 1598, to the effect that his
father (William Thymle) had some thoughts of inserting in the volume a piece
called Tht Pilzor/m's Tale, but was advised by the king to let it alone; and
this, not on the ground that the Tale was written after 1536, and contused
an allusion to PerJn'n 14,'arl_It, but solely in deference to the king's r_rnark
m' William Thynne, I doubt this will not be allowed_ for I suspect the
bishops will call thee in question for it.' See F. Thynne, Andma_tm'om,
&c., ed. Furnivall (Ch. Soc.), pp. 9, 89-
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and we shall do well to pray to Our Lady to bring us to the heaven
in which she and all good women will be found. Thynne is not
the sole authority for this poem, as it occurs also (in a Scottish
dress) in the Bannatyne MS., fol. 275. The whole of this MS.

(written in i568 ) was printed for the Hunterian Club in i873- 9 ;
see p. 799 of that edition.

2I..7"H .Lamen/ah'on of Mary Magdalen. Noticed in vol. i.
P. 37- This lugubrious piece was probably the wail of a nun,
who had no book but a Vulgate version of the Bible, from which
aU her quotations are taken. It bears no resemblance to
any work by Chaucer, nor to any of the pieces in the present
volume. It consists of xoz seven-line stanzas. The metre

resembles Lydgate's, but the final -e is hardly ever used. Bell's
text is not taken from Thynne, but from some later and inferior
reprint of it. For this poem, Thynne's first edition is the sole
authority.

• 2. I"H Remedy _Z_w. Noticed in vol. i. p. 38. It appears

that the 'remedy of love' is to be found in a consideration
of the wicked ways of women. Twelve whole stanzas are taken
up with a metrical translation of one of the chapters in the book
of Proverbs. The author refers us to ' the fifth chapter,' but he

is wrong. He means chapter vii, verses 6-27. He also quotes
from Ecclesiasticus, ix. 9, and xxv. 25.

Nos. 28, 29, 3° (vol. i. p. 32) are not found in Thynne, but
were first printed by Stowe. I give them below, at p. 297.
The first two stanzas are Lydgate's ; and probably the third is his

also. It is no great matter.
No. 41 (vol. i. p. 33) was also first printed by Stowe. To

save words, I have printed it below, at p. 45° , from the
original MS.

§ 3. I now consider the non-Chaucerian pieces in Part II. of
Stowe's Edition (see vol. i. p. 33)- Of these, nos. 45, 5o, 56, and
59 are here reprinted.

Nos. 46, 47, 48, 49, 5 I, 52, 53, 54, and 55 were all taken by

Stowe from MS. "lTrin._Rb 3- 19. Perhaps they are sufficiently
noticed in voL i. p. 41, as they present few points of interest.
However, I enumerate them, adding a few remarks.

No. 46. TH Craft aff._er$. In z3 seven-line stanzas; x6x
lines. Besides the copy in the Trin. MS., there are copies

(almost duplicates) in MSS. Addit. 34360, fol. 73, back (p. 142),
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and Harl. 225r , fol. 53 (now called 52). Dated I448 in the
Trin. MS., but I459 in the other two. The first line ought to
run :--' To moralise, who list these ballets sewe ' ; but it is clear
that some one added the words 'A similitude'in the margin,
and that this remark was afterwards incorporated in the text.
Hence the first line, in the latter MSS. stands :--' To moralise
a similitude who list these balettis sewe'; which is more than
enough for a line of five accents. After two introductory stanzas,
the poem becomes a dialogue, in alternate stanzas, between
a wooer, named Cupida, and a lass, named 2)thna' ; the result
of which is successful. This may be compared with La Belle
Dame sans Merci, and with the Nut-brown Maid. The twenty-
third stanza forms the author's Condusia, which is followed
by an Envoy in the Addit. MS. and in the Harl. MS. only. The
same MSS. seem to superadd two more stanzas ; but they really
belong to another piece.

No. 47. Taken by Stowe from MS. Trin. R. 3- I9, fol. x56,
back. A JBalade. In 4 seven-line stanzas ; 28 lines. Begins--
' Of their nature they greatly them delite ' ; i.e. Women are by
nature hypocrites; they like kissing live images rather than
shrines. So I advise young men to take warning: 'Beware

alwaye, the blind eateth many [a] flye'; a line which is quoted
from Lydgate's ballad printed at p. _95- The author then

prays God to keep the fly out of his dish ; and ends by con-
gratulating himself on being anonymous, because women would
else blame him.

No. 48. The Ten Commandments at" .[,ove; from Trin. MS.,
fol. io 9. Also in MS. Fairfax x6. Begins :--' Certes, ferre
extendeth yet my reason.' In x4 stanzas of seven-lines; _he
last two form the Envoy. After two introductory stanzas, the
author gives the ladies their ten commandments. They are,
it appears, to exhibit Faith, Entencion, Diserecion, Patience,

Secretrfesse, Prudence, Perseverance, Pity, Measure [Modera-
tion], and Mercy. In the Envoy, the author says, truly enough,
that he is devoid of cunning, experience, manner of enditing,
reason, and eloquence; and that he is 'a man unknown.'

No. 49. The 2Vine Zadies Worthy. In 9 seven-line stanzas,
one stanza for each lady. Begins: 'Profulgent in preciousnes,

x Thesenamesaregive.a,in the margin,in MS.Addit. 34560only.
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O Sinope the quene.' Only remarkable for the curious selection
made. The Nine Ladies are : (1) Sinope, daughter of Marsepia,
queen of the Amazons ; see Orosius, Hist. i. io ; (2) Hippolyta,
the Amazon, wife of Theseus ; (3) Deipyle, daughter of Adrastus,
wife of Tydeus ; (4) Teuta, queen of the Illyrians ; see note to
C.T., F I453 (vol. v. p. 398) ; (5) Penthesilea the Amazon, slain
by Achilles before Troy; (6) queen Tomyris, who slew Cyrus
in battle, B.c. 529 ; (7) Lampeto the Amazon, sister of Marsepia,
and aunt of Sinope ; (8) Semiramis of Babylon ; (9) Menalippe
or Melanippe, sister of Antiope, queen of the Amazons, taken
captive by Hercules, according to Justinus, ii. 4. 23. Most
of these queens are mentioned by Orosius, i. Io, ii. I, ii. 4, see
also Higden's Polychronicon, bk. ii. chapters 9, 21, 24, and bk.
iii. c. 7- From the Trin. MS., fol. 113, back.

[No. 50. P'irelai. Printed below, at p. 448.]
No. 5I. A Ballade. Begins :--' In the season of Feuerere

when it was full colde.' In 7 seven-line stanzas. In praise of
the daisy. Very poor. From the Trin. MS., fol. i6o.

No. 52. A Ballade. Begins--' O Mercifull and o merciable.'
In iz seven-line stanzas. The Trin. MS. has 13 stanzas; but
Stowe omitted the tenth, because it coincides with st. '9 of the
Craft of Lovers. It is made up of scraps from other poems.
Stanzas I-4 form part of a poem on the fall of man, from
Lydgate's Court of Sa_Oience(see vol. i. p. 57). In st. 8 occurs the
assonance of hote (hot) and stroke ; and in st. 9, that of cureth and
renueth. From the Trin. MS., fol. i61.

No. 53- The Judgement of 2_aris. In 4 seven-line stanzas;
the first is allotted to Pallas, who tells Paris to take the apple,
and give it to the fairest of the three goddesses. After this,
he is addressed in succession by Juno, Venus, and Minerva (as
she is now called). Then the poem ends. Tdn. MS., fol. i6i,
back.

No. 54- A tIaladeioleasaunte. Begins--' I haue a Ladie where
so she bee.' In 7 seven-line stanzas. Meant to be facetious ;
e.g. 'Her skin is smothe as any oxes tong.' The author
says that when he was/_en years old, he saw the wedding of
queen Jane; and that was so long ago that there cannot be
many such alive. As Joan of Navarre was married to Henry IV
in x4o3, he was born in x388, and would have been sixty-two in
145o. It is an imitation of Lydgate's poem entitled A Satirical
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Description of his Lady ; see Minor Poems, ed. I-IalliweU, p. x99.
Trin. MS., fol. 2o5.

No. 55- Ano/herBalade. Begins--' O mossie Quince, hangyng
by your stalke.' In 4 seven-line stanza% of which Stowe omits the
second. A scurrilous performance. Trin. MS., fol. 2o5, back.

[No. 56. A Ballad by Lydgate ; printed below, at p. 295. ]
No. 58 is a Balade in 9 seven-line stanzas, of no merit, on

the theme, of the impossibility of restoring a woman's chastity.
No. 59. The Court of Love. Printed below, at p. 4o9.
No. 6o is a genuine poem ; and no. 61 is Lydgate's Story of

Thebes. And here Stowe's performance ceases.
§ 4. The subsequent additions made by Speght are discussed

in vol. i. pp. 43-46- Of these, The Flower and the Leaf, Jack
Upland, and Hoecleve's poem to Henry V, are here reprinted ;
and Chaucer's ABC is genuine. He also reprinted the Sayings
at p. 45o. The pieces not reprinted here are Chaucer's Dream
and Eight Goodly Questions.

C/aucer's Dream is a false title, assigned to it by Speght ; its
proper name is The Isle of Ladies. Begins--' Whan Flora, the
quene of pleasaunce.' The MS. at Longleat is said to have been
written about I55o. A second MS. has been acquired by the
British Museum, named MS. Addit. xo3o3 ; this is also in a hand
of the sixteenth century, and presents frequent variations in the
text. It is very accessible, in the texts by Moxon, Bell, and
Morris; but how Tyrwhitt ever came to dream that it could be

genuine, must remain a mystery. I originally hoped to include
this poem in the present selection, but its inordinate length
compelled me to abandon my intention. In a prologue of seventy
lines, the author truthfully states, at I. 6% that he is 'a slepy'
writer.' There are many assonances, such as undertakes, sca2_es
(337); named, at/ained (597); tender, remember (xxxs, x4xS) ;
rome, /ozone (x567). Note also such rimes as des/roied, conclude

{735) ; queen, kneen, pl. of knee (x779) ; nine, greene (x86x) ;
tertuous, use (x889). Some rimes exhibit the Northern dialect ;
as paints, straines, pr. s., 909 ; wawe, over/lwawe, pp., xx53 ;
servand, livand, pres. pt., x629; greene, eene (pl. of e, eye), t719 ;

/and, av/_and, pres. pt., _883 ; &e. Yet the writer is not par-
ticular ; if he wants a rime to u¢oth, he uses the Southern form

1 Morrisprintedsheet, givingno _ ; MS. Io3o3has:le_rye.
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go, h, 785 ; but if he wants a rime to rose, he uses the Northern

form goae (goes), 1287, 1523. But before any critic can associate

this poem with Chaucer, he has first to prove that it was written
before 145 o. Moreover, it belongs to the cycle of metrical

romances, being connected (as Tyrwhitt says) with the Eliduc of
Marie de France ; and, perhaps, with her LanvaL

To the Isle of Ladies Speght appended two other poems, of

which the former contains a single stanza of 6 lines, and the latter

is a ballad in 3 seven-line tanzas.

No. 66. Eight Goodly Quesn'ons; in Bell's Chaucer, iv. 421.
In 9 seven-line stanzas. First printed in 1542. There axe at

least two manuscript copies ; one in the Trinity MS., marked R.

3. 15 ; and another in the Baunatyne MS., printed at p. 123 of

the print of the Bannatyne MS., issued by the Hunterian Club

in 1873. In 1. 19, the latter MS. corrects tree to coffour, the
Scottish form of cofre. It is merely expanded from the first seven

lines of a poem by Ausonius, printed in Walker's Cor_us Poetarum

Zatinorum, with the title Eorundem Septem Sapientum Sententiae.

This English version is quite in Lydgate's style.

§ 5" EDITIONS AND MSS. CONSULTED.

I have repeatedly explained that there were but four black-letter

editions of Collected Works before Speght's ; and these I call

Thynne's first edition (1532), Thynne's second edition (1542), the

undated edition (about 155o , which I call 155o for brevity), and

Stowe's edition (1561)respectively. I shall denote these editions
below by the symbols 'Th.,' ed. x542 , ed. 155o , and ' S.' respec-

tively. Of these editions, the first is the best; the second is

derived from the first ; the third is derived from the second; and

the fourth from the third 1. In every case it is useless to consult
a later edition when an earlier one can be found.

The following is the list of the pieces which depend on the

editions only, or for which the editions have been collated.

t The way in which the spelling w_s gradually altered can be seen even
from the following example, in which the eighth line of the Plowman's Tale
is represented:_ :_ :"

Ed. I542. And honge his harneyson a pynne ; fol. cxix.
Ed. 155o. And honged his harnyson a pynne ; fol. xc.
Ed. 1561. And bonged hislmrnis on a pinne; fol. xciii.
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I always cite the earliest; that the later ones also contain the
piece in question must, once for all, be understood.

Caxton. --XXVIII. No. VII. was also collated with a print by
Caxton.

Wynkyn de Worde.--XXIII.
Wynkyn de Worde.--VIII.
Chepman and Miller (iSO8).--VIII.
Th.--I. IX. XI. XXII. Also collated for IV. V. VII. VIII. X.

XII. XVI. XVII. XVIII. XIX. XXI, XXIII.

Thynne had access to excellent MSS., and is always worth
consulting.

Ed. _542.--II. XXVIII. Collated for VI.
An early printed edition of Jack Upland.--III.
S. (x561).--XV. Collated for XIII. XIV. XXIV. XXV.

XXIX.

A printed edition of the Testament of Cresseid (i 593).--XVII.
Speght (I598).--XX. Collated for III.
The following twenty MSS. have been collated or consulted.
Trentham MS.--IV. (See Introduction.)
Fairfax _6.--V. VIII. XIII. XVI. XVIII. XIX. (See vol. i.

p. 5z.)

Bodley 638.--V. VIII. XVIII. (See vol. i. p. 53.)
Tanner 346.--V. VIII. XVIII. XIX. (See vol. i. p. 54.)
Ashmole 59.--VII. X. XIII. (See vol. i. p. 53.)
Arch. Selden B. 24--V. VIII. XVIII. XXVI. XXVII. (See

vol. i. p. 54-)
Digby ISI.--V. VIII. (See vol. i. p. 54.)

Camb. Univ. Lib. Ff. I. 6.wV. XII. XVI. XVIII. (See vol. i.
P. 55-)

Pepys 2oo6.--VIII. (See vol. i. p. 55-)
Trin. Coll. R. 3. x9.--XIV. XVI. XXI. XXIV. XXV. XXIX.

(See vol. i. p. 56.)
Tfin. Coll. R. 3. 2o.--V. (One of Shirley's MSS.)
Tfin. Coll. O. 9. 38--XIV.
Addit. i6x65, B.M.--XIII. (See vol. i. p. 56.)
Addit. 3435o, B. M.--XXI.
Haft. 372, B.M._XVI. (See vol. i. p. 58.)

Harl. 225i , B. M.--VII. XII. XIV. (See vol. i. p. 57.)
Harl. 7578, B.M._XIII. (See vol. L p. 58.)
Sloane i212, B.M.--X. (A fair copy.)
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Phillipps 815I.--VI. (See Hoccleve's Poems, ed. Fumivall,

p. x.)
Ashburnham 133.--V. (See the same, p. xxvii.)
§ 6. Conversely, I here give the authorities from which each

piece is derived. For further comments on some of them, see

the separate introductions to each piece below.

I. The Testament of Zove (prose).--Th. (Thynne, I532).

II. The 2_lou,mans Tale (i38o lines).--Th. (Thynne, 1542 ).

III.Jack Uio/and (prose).--Early edition, Caius College library ;

Speght (x 598).

IV. _raise of Peace (385 lines).mTh. (1532) ; Trentham MS.

V. Zetter of Cupid (476 lines).--Th. (1532) ; Fairfax, Bodley,

Tanner, Selden, Ashburnham, Digby MSS.; Trin. Coll. R. 3. 20;
Comb. Ff. x. 6 ; also in the Bannatyne MS.

VI. To the 2Vin_s Grace (64).--Th. (I542) ; Phillipps 815i.

VII. A Moral Balade (x89).mTh. (1532); Caxton; Ashmole

59, Harl. 225x. (I also find a reference to Harl. 367, fol. 85,

back.)

VlU. Cam2Olaint of the Black _#ight (68i).--Th. (1532);

Faiffax, Bodley, Tanner, Digby, Selden, Pepys; Addit. i6t65.
Also printed, separately, by Wynkyn de Worde (n.d.); and at

Edinburgh, by Chepman and Miller, in i5o8.

IX. The Blour of Curtesye (27o).--Th. (1532).
X. In Commendation of our Zady (14o).--Th.; Ashmole 59 ;

Sloane x2xz.

XI. To my Saverain Lad)' (xI2).--Th.

XII. Ballad of Good Counsel (133).---Th. ; Comb. Ff. x. 6;

Had. 2251.

XlII. Beware of 29oubleness (xo4).--Stowe (I561); Faiffax

i6, Ashmole 59, Had. 7578, Addit. 16165.

XIV. A Balade : 14:arning Men (49).--Stowe (i561) ; Had.

225t , fol. 149 , back; Trin. R. 3. 19; Trin. O. 9- 38.

XV. Three Sayings (21).--Stowe (1561).
XVI. Za Belle Dame sans Afergv (856)._Th. ; Fairfax, Had.

372; Comb. Ff. x. 6; Trin. R. 3.19, fol. 98.

XVII. Testament of CreWeid (6t6).--Th. ; Edinburgh edition
Os9s).

XVIII. The Cuckoo and the 2Wgh_'ngale (29o).--Th. ; Fair-

fax, Bodley, Tanner, Selden ;Camb. Ff. x. 6.

XIX. A_nvoy to Alison (27).--Th. ; Fairfax, Tanner.
8t * * b
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XX. The -plower and the Zeaf(595).--Speght (I598).
XXI. The Assembly of Ladies (756).--Th. ; Addit. 34360;

Trin. R. 3. x9.
XXII. A goodly Balade (7 x).--Th.
XXIII. Goforth, King (i4).--Wynkyn de Worde ; Th.
XXIV. The Court of Zave (x442).--Stowe (I56X); Trin. R.

3. x9.
XXV. Virelai (2o).--Stowe (x56I) ; Trin. R. 3. x9. ,
XXVI. -prosperi(y (8) ; XXVII. Zoyalty (7).--Selden MS.
XXVIII. Sayings (I4)._Caxton ; reprinted, Th. (i54z).
XXIX. In _Praiseof Chaucer (7).--Stowe (I56I) ; Trin. R. 3- 19.

§ 7. I. THE TESTAMENT OF LOVE ; BY THOMAS USK.

Of this piece no MS. copy has been discovered. The only
authority is Thynne's edition of 7532, whence all later editions
have been copied more or less incorrectly. The reprints will be
found to grow steadily worse, so that the first edition is the only
one worth consulting.

The present edition is printed from a transcript of Thynne
(i532), made by myself; the proof-sheets being carefully read
with the original. In making the transcript, I have altered the
symbol u to v, when used as a consonant ; and (in the few places
where it occurs) the consonantal i toj. I have also substituted i
for y when the vowel is short, chiefly in the case of the suffix -yng
or -ynge, here printed -ing or -inge. In nearly all other cases, the

original spellings are given in the footnotes. Thynne's chief
errors of printing occur in places where he has persistently altered
the spi_lling of the MS. to suit the spelling in fashion in the days
of Henry VIII. His chief alterations are as follows. He prints ea

for open ee,written eeor e at the beginning of the fifteenth century ;
thus, he has ease for ese, and please for plese. He most perversely
adds a useless final e to the words howe, nmae, and some others ;
and he commits the anachronism of printing father, mother,
together, uJelher, gather, in place of fader, reader, logeder, weder,

gader; whereas the termination in these words invariably appears
as -tier till shortly before xSoo. Further, he prints aztehe for
cacche,ferfection for __fexdon, and the like; and in several other
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ways has much impaired the spelling of his original. Many of
these things I have attempted to set right ; and the scholar who
compares the text with the footnotes will easily see why each
alteration has been made, if he happens to be at all conversant
with MSS. written in the fourteenth century.

I believe that this piece is almost unparalleled as regards the
shameful corruption of its text. It cannot be supposed that
Thynne or any one else ever read it over with the view of seeing
whether the result presented any sense. Originally written in an
obscure style, every form of carelessness seems to have been em-
ployed in order to render it more obscure than before. In a great
number of places, it is easy to restore the sense by the insertion
of such necessary words as of, or but, or by. In other places,
non-existent words can be replaced by real ones ; or some
correction can be made that is more or less obvious. I have

marked all inserted words by placing them within square brackets,
as, e.g., am in 1. 46 on p. 6. Corrections of readings are marked
by the use of a dagger (¢) ; thus ' I t wot wel' in 1. 78 on p. 7 is
my emendation of Thynne's phrase ' I wol wel,' which is duly
recorded in the footnote. But some sentences remain in which

the sense is not obvious ; and one is almost tempted to think
that the author did not clearly know what he intended to say.
That he was remarkable fora high degree of inaccuracy willappear

presently.
A strange misprint occurs in Book III. ch. 4, 11.3o, 3z (p. xI7),

where nearly two whole lines occur twice over; but the worst
confusion is due to an extraordinary dislocation of the text in

Book III. (c. iv. 1. 56--c. ix. 1. 46), as recently discovered by the
sagacity of Mr. H. Bradley, and explained more fully below.

I have also, for the first time, revised the punctuation, which

in Thynne is only denoted by frequent sloping strokes and full
stops, which are not always inserted in the right places. And
I have broken up the chapters into convenient paragraphs.

§ 8. A very curious point about this piece is the fact which I
was the first to observe, viz. that the initial letters of the various
chapters were certainly intended to form an acrostic. Unfortu-
nately, Thynne did not perceive this design, and has certa/nly
begun some of the chapters either with the wrong letter or at
a wrong place. The sense shews that the first letter of Book I.
ch. viii. should be E, not O (see the note); and, with this

b2
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correction, the initial letters of the First Book yield the words--
MARGA RETE OF.

In Book II,Thynne beginsChaptersXI and XII at wrong

places,viz.withtheword'Certayn'(p.86,I.133),and theword

'Trewly'(p.89,I.82). He thusproducesthewords--VlRTW

HAVE MCTRCl. Itisobviousthatthelastwordoughttobe_ERCl,

whichcan be obtainedby beginningChapterXI withtheword
'Every,'whichsuitsthesensequiteaswell.

For thechaptersof'Book III,we are againdependenton

Thynne. Ifwe accepthisarrangementas itstands,theletters

yieldedare--oNTHSKNVI; and thethreebookscombinedgive

usthesentence:-- MARGARETE OF VIRTW, HAVE MERCI ON THSKNVI.

Here 'Margareteofvirtw'means 'Margaretenduedwithdivine

virtue';and theauthorappealseithertotheGraceofGod,or

to the Church. The lastword oughtto giveus theauthor's

name ; butinthatcasethe lettersrequirerearrangementbefore
thefiddlecanbe readwithcertainty.

Afteradvancingsofartowardsthesolutionof themystery,I

washerelandedina difficultywhichI wasunabletosolve.But
Mr. H. Bradley,by a happy inspiration,hitupon the ideathat

the textmight have suffereddislocation;and was soon ina
positionto provethatno lessthansixleavesoftheMS. must

havebeen outofplace,tothe greatdetrimentofthesenseand

confusionoftheargument. He veryhappilyrestoredtheright

order,and mostobliginglycommunicatedtome theresult.Iat

once cancelled the latter part of the treatise (from p. ! x3 to the
end), and reprinted this portion in the fight order, according to the
sense. With this correction, the unmeaning THSKNVlis resolved
into the two words TmN USK, i.e. 'thine Usk'; a result the more

remarkable because Mr. Bradley had previously hit upon Usk as
being the probable author. For the autobiographical details exactly
coincide, in every particular, with all that is known of the career of
Thomas Usk, according to Walsingham, the Roils of Parliament,

and the continuation of Higden's Polychronicon by John
Malverne (ed. Lumby, vol. ix. pp. 45-6, I34 , 15o , i69) ; cf.
Lingard, ed. x874, iii. i63- 7.

The date of the composition of this piece can now be deter-

mined without much error. Usk was executed on March 4, x388,
and we find him referring to past events that happened towards
the end of _384 or later. The most likely date is about i387.
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I here append an exact account of the order of the text as it

afl2Oears in Thynne; every break in the text being denoted, in the
present volume, by a dark asterisk.

Thynne's text is in a correct order from p. i to p. 118, I. 56 :--

any mouable tyme there (Th. fol. 354, col. 2, 1. r i) i.

(i) Next comes, in Thynne, the passage beginning at p. 135 ,

1. 94 :--Fole, haue I not seyd--and ending at p. 143 , 1. 46 :--

syth god is the greatest loue and the kTh. fol. 356, back, col. i, I. 5)-
(2) Next, in Thynne, the passage beginning at p. 13I, 1. 97:--

ne ought to loke thynges with resonnyng--and ending at p. 132,

1. 161, at the end of a chapter (Th. fol. 356, back, col. 2, last
line).

(3) Next, ill Thynne, the passage beginning at p. I24, l. 8 :-
Now trewly, lady--and ending at p. i28, at the end of the chapter
(Th. fol. 357, last line).

(4) Next, in Thynne, the passage beginning at p. 132 , new

chapter :--Uery trouth (quod she)--and ending at p. 535 , 1.94 :-

that shal bringe out frute that (Th. fol. 358, back, col. x, 1. 25).
(5) Next, in Thynne, the passage beginning at p. ii8, 1. 56 :-

is nothyng preterit ne passed--and ending at p. i24, ]. 7 :--euer
to onbyde (Th. fol. 36o, col. i, 1. 24).

(6) Next, in Thynne, the passage beginning at p. 128, new

chapter :--Nowe, lady (quod I) that tree to set--and ending at

p. 53L 1. 97 :--vse ye (Th. fol. 36o, back, col. 2, 1. 9)-

(7) Lastly, the text reverts to the true order, at p. 543, 1. 46,

with the words :--greatest wisdom (Th. fol. 360, back, col. 2, 1. 9.

as before). See The Athenmum, no. 3655, Feb. 6, 1897.

It is not difficult to account for this somewhat confusing

dislocation. It is clear that the original MS. was written on

quires of the usual size, containing 8 folios apiece. The first

5o quires, which we may call a, b, c, d, e,f, g, h, i, andh, were in

the fight order. The rest of the MS. occupied quire/(of 8 folios),

and quire m (of only 2) ; the last page being blank. The seventh

folio of I was torn up the back, so that the two leaves parted

company ; and the same happened to both the folios in quire m,

leaving six leaves loose. _hat then happened was this :--first

of all, folios l_14 were l:eversed and turned inside out ; then

So inThyaue. But'tyme'reaUyconcludesaseatence; mad' there' should
have a capital letter.
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came the former halves of ml, and mr, and the latter half of 17;
next 15 and l. (undetached), with the former half of 17thrust
in the middle ; so that the order in this extraordinary quire was
as follows: 14, l_, /2, 1, all inside out, half of m, half of m_,
the latter half of/7, 16, 1,, and the former half of l_, followed by
the six undetached leaves. The last quire simply consisted of/8
(entire), followed by the latter halves of m_ and m,, which were
kept in the right order by the fact that the last page was blank.

It has thus become possible for us to make some progress
towards the right understanding of the work, which has hitherto
been much misunderstood. Warton (Hist. E. Poetry, x84o, ii.
218) dismisses it in two lines :--' It is a lover's parody of Boethius's
book De Consolatione mentioned above'; whereas the author
was not a lover at all, except in a spiritual sense. Even the fuller
account in Morley's English Writers (x89 o_, v. 26x, is not wholly
correct. The statement is there made, that ' it professes to be
written, and probably was written, by a prisoner in danger of his
life' ; but the prison _ may have been at Jfrst metaphorical, as he
could hardly have written the whole work in two or three months.
In Book iii. oh. 9, 11.I3x , x3_, he prays that 'God's hand, which"
has scourged him in mercy, may hereafter mercifully keep and
defend him in good plight.' The whole tone of the treatise shews
that he is writing tO justify himself, and thinks that he has
succeeded. But a stem doom was close at hand.

§ 9. The truth is that the attempts of Godwin and others to
make the autobiographical statements of the author fit into the
life of Chaucer, have quite led the critics out of the right track.

That the author was not Chaucer is perfectly obvious to every one
who reads the passage in the lower half of p. x4o with moderate
attention ; for the author there refers to Chaucer as Love's ' noble

philosophical poet in English,' who wrote a treatise of Love's
servant Troilus, and who ' passeth all other makers in wit and in

good reason of sentence'; praise which, however _true it may be
of Chaucer, the writer was certainly not entitled to claim for him-
self. The sole point in which the circumstances of the author

agree with those of Chaucer is this--that they were both born in
London ; which is, obviously, too slight a coincidence to build

i Hehadbeenimprisonedin 1384(p. 33,1. 1ox); butat p.49, L z26,he is
leisurelyplanningafuture treatise! At p. 6o_1. 1o4,he is in prisonagain.
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upon. Now that we know the author's name to have been

Thomas Usk, the matter assumes quite another complexion.

Usk was much inclined, in his early days, to a belief in I_llard

opinions ; but when he found that persistence in such belief was

likely to lead to trouble and danger, he deemed it prudent to

recant as completely as he could t, and contemplates his consequent

security with some complacency.

In just the same way, it appears that he had changed sides in
politics. We first find him in the position of confidential clerk

to John of Northampton, mayor of London in 138i-2 and z382- 3.

In July, x384 , Usk was arrested and imprisoned in order to
induce him to reveal certain secrets implicating Northampton.

This he consented to do, and accused Northampton before the

king at Reading, on the x8th of August. Northampton strenuously
denied the charges against him, but was condemned as guilty,
and sent to Corfe castle 2. After this, Usk joined the party of

Sir Nicholas Brembre, mayor of London in x383-4, I384-5, and

i385-6, and Collector of Customs in I381-3, when Chaucer was

Comptroller of the same. Brembre had been active in procuring
the condemnation of Northampton, and was, at the close of x386,

one of the few personal adherents who remained faithful to the

king. In x387, Richard was busily devising means for the over-
throw of the duke of Gloucester's regency, Brembre and Usk

being on the king's side; but his attempts were unsuccessful and,

in November of the same year, the duke of Gloucester and his

partisans, who were called the 'appellants,' became masters
of the situation ; they accused the king's councillors of treason,

and imprisoned or banished their opponents. On Feb. 3, x388,

the appellants produced their charges against their victims, Brembre
and Usk being among the number. Both were condemned and

executed, Brembre on Feb. 20, and Usk on the 4th of March.
Usk's offence was that he had been appointed sub-sheriff of

Middlesex by Brembre's influence ', with a view to the arrest
of the duke of Gloucester and others of his party. His defence

was that all that he had done was by the king's orders, a defence

on which he doubtless re_i'ed. Unfortunately for him, it was

Seep. x28,1. I6. He did not care to be 'a stinking martyr'; p. 34,Lzis.
• Perhaps this is why Langland refersto' the castel of Cod' ; P. Plowman,

C. iv. t4o.
s Rolls of Parliament, iii. 2M.a.
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an aggravation of his crime. It was declared that he ought to
have known that the king was not at the time his own master,
but was acting according to the counsel of false advisers ; and
this sealed his fate. He was. sentenced to be drawn, hung,
and beheaded, and that his head should be set up over Newgate.
The sentence was barbarously carried out; he was hung but

immediately cut down, and clumsily beheaded by nearly thirty
strokes of a sword. ' Post triginta mucronis ictus fete decapitatus

semper usque ad morten_ nunquam fatebatur se deliquisse contra
Johannem Northampton, sed erant omnia vera quae de eo praedi-
caverat coram rege in quodam consilio habito apud Radyngum
anno elapso.'--Higden, App. I69. John of Malveme speaks as if
he had some personal recollection of Usk, of whom he says--
'Satagebat nan_que astu et arte illorum amicitiam sibi attrahere
quos procul dubio ante capitales hostes sibi fuisse cognovit.'---
Ib. p. 45.

We can now readily understand that Usk's praise of Chaucer
must have been more embarrassing than acceptable ; and perhaps
it was not altogether without design that the poet, in his House
of Fame, took occasion to let the world know how he devoted his

leisure time to other than political subjects.
§ xo. Some of the events of his life are alluded to by Usk in the

present treatise. He justifies his betrayal of Northampton (p. 26,
11. 53-io3, p. 28, 11. xx6-2oi), and is grateful for the king's
pardon (p. 6o, II. I2o-4). He refers to his first imprisonment
(p. 6o, 1. Io4), and tells us that he offered wager of battle against
all who disputed his statements (p. 6o, 1. xi6 ; Ix 3 x, 1. io); but
no one accepted the wager.

He further tells us how he endeavoured to make his peace
with the Church. Taking his cue from the parable of the
merchantman seeking goodly pearls (p. x6, 1. 84), he likens the
visible Church of Christ to the pearl of great price (p. t45, 1. xo3 ;
P. 94, 1. x2i), and piteously implores her mercy (p. 8, 1. t35 ) ;
and the whole tone of the piece shews his confidence that he

is reasonably safe (IX x44, L x2o). He sees clearly that lollardy
is unacceptable, and indulges in the usual spiteful fling against
the cockle (ldia) which the Lollards were reproached with sowing
(p. 48, 1. 93). He had once been a heretic (p. 99, 1. z9), and in
danger of' never returning' to the true Church (p. 99, 1. 38) ; but
he secured his safety by a full submission (p. ato5, 1. x33).
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At the same time, there is much about the piece that is vague,

shifty, and unsatisfactory. He is too full of excuses, and too
plausible ; in a word, too selfish. Hence he has no real message

for others, but only wishes to display his skill, which he does by

help of the most barefaced and deliberate plagiarism. It was

not from the Consolatio Philosophiae of Boethius, but from

the English translation of that work by Chaucer, that he really
drew his materials ; and he often takes occasion to lift lines or

ideas from the poem of Troilus whenever he can find any that
come in handy. In one place he turns a long passage from

the House of Fame into very inferior prose. There are one or

two passages that remind us of the Legend of Good Women

(i. pr. xoo, ii. 3- 38, iii. 7. 38); hut they are remarkably few.

But he keeps a copy of Chaucer's Boethius always open before

him, and takes from it passage after passage, usually with many

alterations, abbreviations, expansions, and other disfigurements;
but sometimes without any alteration at all. A few examples

will suffice, as a large number of parallel passages are duly pointed
out in the Notes.

§ ix. In Chaucer's Boethius (bk. i. pr. 3- Io), when Philosophy,

the heavenly visitant, comes to comfort the writer, her first

words are :--'O my norry, sholde I forsaken thee now ? ' In the

Testament (p. 1o, I. 37), Heavenly Love commences her con-

solations with the same exclamation :-- ' O my nory, wenest thou

that my manet be, to foryete my frendes or my servaunts ?' The
Latin text--'An te, alums, desererem?'--does not suggest
this remarkable mode of address.

This, however, is a mere beginning; it is not till further on

that plagiarisms begin to be frequent. At first, as at p. 37, the

author copies the sense rather than the words ; but he gradually
begins to copy words and phrases also. Thus, at p. 43, I. 38, his

' chayres of domes' comes from Chaucer's ' heye chayr_' in bk. i.

met. 5- 27 ; and then, in the next line, we find 'vertue, shynende

nalurelly . . is hid under cloude,' where Chaucer has 'vertu,

cler-shyninge naturelly is ]u'd in derke derknesses'; bk. i. met.
5. u8. At p. 44, 1. 66, _ have: ' 14_n nature brought thee

forth, come thou not naked out of thy moders wombe ? Thou

haddest no richesse '; where Chaucer has: ' WAan that nature

brouKMe thee forth out of thy raoder wombe, I receyved thee naked,

and nedy of alle thinges'; bk. ii. pr. 2. io, Just a few lines
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below (11. 7x-76) we have the sense, but not the words, of the
neighbouring passage in Chaucer (11. 23-25). Further literal

imitations are pointed out in the Notes to 1. 85 in the same

chapter, and elsewhere. See, for example, the Notes to Book ii.
ch. iv. 4, I4, 2o, 6i ; ch. v. xS, 57, 65, 67, 79 ; ch. vi. xx, 3° , 74,

IIT, x23, I29, I32, x43; ch. vii. 8, x4, 2o, 23, 3 ° , 39, 5 °, 74,

95, 98 , Io5, xo9, xl4, iiT, x3o , I35, I39, I48; &c.
Those who require conviction on this point may take such

an example as this.
'O! a noble thing and clere is power, that is not founden

mighty to kepe himselfe ' ; (p. 7o, 1. 20).

'O! a noble thing and R cleer thing is power, that is nat

founden mighty to kepen it-self' ; Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 5. 5-7-
The Latin text is: 'O praeclara potentia quae nec ad con-

seruationem quidem sui satis efi_cax inuenitur.' I see no reason

for supposing that the author anywhere troubled himself to

consult the Latin original. Indeed, it is possible to correct errors

in the text by help of Chaucer's version ; see the last note on

p. 46I.

§ I2. We get the clearest idea of the author's method by

observing his treatment of the House of Fame, 269-359 • It is

worth while to quote the whole passage :--

' Lol how a woman doth amis
To love him that unknowen is!.., aTo
Hit /s not at gold that glaxeth ; ...
Ther may be under goodliheed
Kevered many a shrewed 7/yce; 275
20_ereforebe no _igk/ so nyce,
To take a love only for there,
For s_.td_e, or for frendly ma_aere;
For this shal every woman finde
That sore man, of his pure kinde, a8o
Wol shewen outboard the faireste
Til !_ havoccaught that what him leste;
And thanno _oolhe causesflnde,
And swere how that she is unkinde,

Orfals, ot prevy, or double was... 285
Therfor I wol seye a proverbe,
That "he that fully knoweth th'erbe a9o
May sanfly leye hit to his y_"...
Allasl is every man thus trewe,
That every yere wolde have a newe....
As thus: of oon he wolde have fame, _o6
In magnifying of his name ;
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Another forfrendsM2_ , seith he ;
And yet ther shal the thri de be,
That shal be taken for dt/yt...
.411as, thal ever hadde routhe 33z
Any _voman on any man 1
.Now see I wel, and telle can,
We wrecched women conm non art... 535
How sore that ye men eonue grone,
&noon, as we have yow receyved,
Certeinly we ben decey-ocd; .. " 34°
For through you is my name lorn,
And alle my actes red and songe
Over al this land on every tonge. 348
0 wikke Fatal ...
Eek, thogh I 'mighte duren ever,
T/tat I ilave doon, rekever I never ... 554
And that I shal thus juged be-
"Lo, right as she hath doon, now she
Wol do eRsones, hardily._ ' 359

If the reader will now turn to p. 54, 1. 45, and continue down

to 1. 8x on the next page, he will find the whole of this passage

turned into prose, with numerous cunning alterations and a few
insertions, yet including all such words as are printed above in

italics ! That is, he will find all except the proverbinll. 290 , _9 _ ;

but this also is not far off; for it occurs over the leaf, on p. 56,

at 1. xx5, and again at p. 22, li. 44-45 ! Surely, this is nothing

but book-making, and the art of it does not seem to be difficult.

§ .I3. The author expressly acknowledges his admiration of
Troilus (p. x4o, 1. 292); and it is easy to see his indebtedness

to that poem. He copies Chaucer's curious mistake as to Styx

being a pit (p. 3, 1. 80, and the note). He adopts the words

kt-Karae (p. x8, k I24) and wirer (p. x29, 1. 27)': He quotes
a whole line from Troilus at p. 27, 1. 78 (see note); and spoils

another one at p. 34, ch. viii. 1. 5, a third at p. 80, 1. xx6, and

a fourth at p. x28, oh. vii. L 2. We can see whence he took
his allusion to 'playing raket,' and to the dock and nettle, at

p. x3, II. x66, x67 ; and the phrase to 'pype with an yv_-lefe'

at p. I34, 1. 5o.
It is further observal_le that he had read a later text of

Piers Plowman with some care, but he seems to quote it from

memory, as at p. x8, 1. x53 , and p. 24, 1. xxS. A few other

passages in which he seems to have taken ideas from this popular

and remarkable poem are pointed out in the Notes. It is
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probable that he thence adopted the words legislres and skleren ;
for which see the Glossary, and consult the Notes for the
references which are there given.

§ I4. The author is frequently guilty of gross inaccuracies.
He seems to confuse Cain with Ham (p. 52, 11.io7, io9), but
Cayn, says Mr. Bradley, may be Thynne's misprint for Cam, i. e.
Ham. He certainly confuses Perdiccas with Arrhida_us (p. 52, I.
I _6). He speaks of the eigl_th year, instead of the seventh, as
being a sabbatical year, and actually declares that the ordinary
week contains seven working-days (p. 24, I1. Io2-Io4) ! He tells
us that Sunday begins 'at the first hour after noon (!) on Saturday'
(p. 82, 1. x63). Hence it is not to be wondered at that some of his
arguments and illustrations are quite unintelligible.

§ x5. The title of the work, viz. THE TESTAMENTOF LOVE,
readily reminds us of the passage in Gower already quoted in
vol. iii. p. xliii., in which the goddess Venus proposes that Chaucer
should write ' his testament of love,' in order ' to sette an ende of
alle his werke.' I have already explained that the real reference
in this passage is to the Legend of Good Women; but I am
not prepared, at present, to discuss the connection between the
expression in Gower and the treatise by Usk. The fact that our
author adopted the above title may have led to the notion that
Chaucer wrote the treatise here discussed; but it is quite clear
that he had nothing to do with it.

Professor Morley well says that 'the writer of this piece uses the
word Testament in the old Scriptural sense of a witnessing, and
means by Love the Divine Love, the Christian spirit encouraging
and directing the wish for the grace of God, called Margaret,
the pearl beyond all price.' To which, however, it is highly
essential to add that Margaret is not used in the sense of 'grace'
alone, but is also employed, in several passages, to signify ' file
visible Church of Christ.' The author is, in fact, careful to warn us
of the varying, the almost Protean sense of the word at p. I45,
where he tells us that 'Margarite, a woman [_.e. properly a
woman's name], betokeneth grace, lerning, or wisdom ¢ god,
or els /w/y church.' His object seems to have been to extend

the meaning of the word so as to give him greater scope for
ingenuity in varying his modes of reference" to it. He has

certainly succeeded in adding to the obscurity of his subject.
That by' holy church' he meant the visible Church of Christ of his
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own time, appears from the remarkable assertion that it is 'deedly,'
i. e. mortal (p. 94, 1. r2I). Such an epithet is inapplicable to the
Church in its spiritual character. It may also be observed that,
however much the sense implied by Margarite may vary, it never
takes the meaning which we should most readily assign to it; i.e.
it never means a live woman, nor represents even an imaginary
object of natural human affection. The nearest approach to such
an ideal is at p. 94, 1. I I4, where we are told that the jewel
which be hopes to attain is as precious a pearl as a woman is
by nature.

§ I6. It hardly seems worth while to give a detailed analysis
of the whole piece. An analysis of the First Book (which is, on
the whole, the best) is given by Professor Morley ; and the hints
which I have already given as to the character and situation of
the author will enable the reader to regard the treatise from

a right point of view. But it is proper to observe that the author
himself tells us how he came to divide the work into three books 1,
and what are the ideas on which each book is founded. Each of

the three books has an introductory chapter. That to the First
Book I have called a Prologue ; and perhaps it would have been
strictly correct to have called the first chapters of the other books
by the same name. In the introductory chapter to the Third
Book, p. ioi, he declares that the First Book is descriptive of
Error, or Deviation (which the editions print as Demacion l);
the Second, of Grace ; and the Third, of Joy. In other words,
the First Book is particularly devoted to recounting the errors
of his youth, especially how he was led by others into a conspiracy
against the state and into deviation from orthodoxy. In the
Prologue, he excuses himself for writing in English, and announces
the title of the work. He then assures us that he is merely going

to gather up the crumbs that have fallen from the table, and to
glean handfuls of corn which Boethius has dropped. 'A sly
servant in his own help is often much commended'; and this

being understood, he proceeds to help himself accordingly, as has
already been explained.

§ z7. Book I : CH. I. _.In Chapter I, he describes his misery,

t ProfessorMorleysays:--' As Boethius... wrotethreebooks oftheCon-
solationofPhilosophy,'&c. ButBoethiuswrotefive books.
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and hopes that the dice will turn, and implores the help of
Margaret, here used (apparently) to typify the grace of God. He
represents himself as being in prison, in imitation of Boethius;
but I suspect that, in t]_ ;bmsent _assage, the prison was meta-
phorical. (He had been imprisoned in _384, and in ]387 was
imprisoned again ; but that is another matter.)

Ca. II. Heavenly Love suddenly appears to him, as Philosophy
appeared to Boethius, and is ready to console and reclaim him.
She is aware of his losses, and he tries to vindicate his constancy
of character.

Ca. III. He describes how he once wandered through the
woods at the close of autumn, and was attacked, by some animals
who had suddenly turned wild. To save himself, he embarks on
board a ship ; but the reader is disappointed to find that the
adventure is wholly unreal; the ship is the ship of Travail,
peopled by Sight, Lust, Thought, and Will. He is driven on an
island_where he catches a glimpse of Love, and finds a Margaret,
a-pearl of price. He appeals to Love to comfort him.

Ca. IV. Love first reproves and then consoles him. She
enquires further into his complrdnts.

Ca. V. She advises him to contemn such as have spoken
against him. He complains that he has served seven years for
Rachel, and prays for comfort in his eighth year. She exhorts
him to perseverance.

Ca. VI. He here goes into several details as to his previous
cofiduct. The authorities threatened to keep him in prison,
unless he would reveal a certain secret or plot. He was afraid
that the peace of his native place, London, would suffer; and to
procure its peace, he ' declared certain points.' Being charged
upon oath to reveal certain secret dealings, he at once did so ; for
which he incurred much odium.

Ca. VII. To prove that he had only spoken the truth, he

offered wager of battle ; and was justified by the fact that no one
accepted it. He had not perjured himself, because his oath in

the law-court was superior to his former oath of secrecy. He
only meant truth, but was sadly slandered. It is absurd to be
' a stinking martyr' in a false cause.

Ca. VIII. Love tells him he has greatly erred, and must
expect much correction. Earthly fame should be despised, whilst
he looks for the fame that comes after death.
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CH. IX. Love vindicates the greatness of God and the good-
ness of His providence.

CH. X. The author complains of his hard fortune ; he has
lost his goods and has been deprived of his office. Love explains
that adversity teaches salutary lessons, and that the true riches
may still be his own.

§ i8. Book II. In the first chapter (or Prologue) of the
Second Book, he again discusses the object of his work. In
Chapter II, Love sings him a Latin song, introducing complaints
against the clergy such as frequently occur in Piers the Plowman.
In Chapter III, we find a discourse on womankind, largely
borrowed from Chaucer's House of Fame. The next eight
chapters are chiefly devoted to a discussion of the way by which
the repentant sinner may come to ' the knot' of Heavenly bliss ;
and it is here, in particular, that a large portion of Chaucer's
Boethius is freely imitated or copied. The last three chapters

recount the excellences of Margaret, which in many passages
refers rather to the visible Church than to divine Grace.

§ 19. Boo_: III. The first chapter is again introductory,
explaining why the number of Books is three. ' The Margaret
in virtue is likened to Philosophy, with her three kinds.' -It is
remarkable that this Third Book, which is dedicated to Joy, is the

dullest of the three, being largely taken up with the questions
of predestination and free will, with more borrowings from
Chaucer's Boethius. In Chapter V, Love explains how con-
tinuance in good will produces the fruit of Grace ; and, in
Chapters VI and VII, shews how such grace is to be attained.
Chapter IX recurs to the subject of predestination ; after which
the work comes to a formal conclusion, with excuses for its various

imperfections.

§ 2o. II. THI_ PLOWMANSTALI_

This piece does not appear in Thynne's first edition of I532 ,
but occurs, for the first time, in the second edition of i542, where
it is added at the end of the Canterbury Tales, after the Parson's

Tale. In the next (un_ated)edition, probably printed about
I55 o, it is placed before'the Parson's Tale, as if it were really
Chaucer's, and the same arrangement occurs in the fourth edition,
that of x56I _by John Stowe. It is worth mentioning that some
booksellers put forward a fable as to the true date of the undated
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edition being i539, in order to enhance the value of their copies ;

but the pretence is obviously false, as is shewn by collation _;

besides which, it is not likely that the Plowman's Tale would have

been at first inserted before the Parson's Tale, thzn placed after
it, and then again placed before it. It is best to separate the first

four editions by nearly equal intervals, their dates being, respec-
tively, 1532 , i54_ , about 155o, and i56x.

Comparison of the black-letter editions shews that the first

is the best ; and the later ones, being mere reprints, grow gradually

worse. Hence, in this case, the edition of i542 is the sole

.authority, and the readings of the inferior copies may be safely
neglected. It is remarkable that Mr. T. Wright, in his edition of

this poem printed in his Political Poems and Songs, i. 3o4, should

have founded his text upon a reprint of Speght in i687, when

he might have taken as his authority a text more than z4o years
older. The result is, naturally, that his text is much worse than

was at all necessary.

According to Speght, there was once a MS. copy of this piece
in Stowe's library, but no one knows what became of it. According

to Todd, in his Illustrations of Gower and Chaucer, p. xxxix, there

was once a black-letter edition of it, entitled 'The Plouuman's

tale compylled by syr Geffray Chaucer knyght.' Todd says : ' It

is of the duodecimo size, in the black letter, without date, and

imprinted at London in Paules ehurche-yarde at the sygne of the

Hyll, by Wyllyam Hyll. I have compared with the poem as

printed by Urry forty or fifty lines, and I found almost as man),

variations between them 2. The coloph6n of this book is, TAgs

endeth the bake of Chaunterburye Tales. This rarity belongs

to the Rev. Mr. Conybeare, the present Professor of the Saxon

language in the University of Oxford.' This edition can no longer

be traced.. Hazlitt mentions a black-letter edition of this piece,

printed separately by Thomas Godfray (about I535) , on twenty

leaves; of which only one copy is known, viz. that at Britwell.

There is also a late print of it in the Bodleian Library, dated I6o6.

§ z i. It is needless to discuss the possibility that Chaucer

wrote this Tale, as it is absent from all the MSS.; and it does not

One line is enough to shew the order of the texts ; see p. xv, footnote.
* But this proves nothing, as Urry departsfrom all sound texts in an erratic

mannerall his own.
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appear that the ascription of it to him was taken seriously. It is
obvious, from the introductory Prologue (p. I47), that the author
never intended his work to be taken for Chaucer's ; he purposely
chooses a different metre from any that occurs in the Canterbury
Tales, and he introduces his Ploughman as coming under the

Host's notice quite suddenly, so that the Host is constrained
to ask him--' what man art thou ?' The whole manner of the

Tale is conspicuously and intentionally different from that of
Chaucer ; and almost the only expression which at all resembles
Chaucer occurs in 11.5;, 52 :--

' I prayyou that no man me reproehe
Whyl that I am my tale telling.'

Chaucer himself, before reciting his Tale of Melibeus, said
much the same thing :--

' And let me tellen al my tale, I preye.'

I do not know why Mr. Wright, when reprinting this piece,

omitted the Prologue. It is a pity that half of the sixth stanza is
missing.

§ 22. At 1.xo65 we meet with a most important statement :--
' Of freres I halve told before
In a making of a Crede.'

It is generally agreed that the author here claims to have
previously written the well-known piece entitled Pierce the Plough-
man's Crede, which I edited for the Early English Text Society

in 1867. I then took occasion to compare the language of these
two pieces (which I shall shortly call the Crede and the Tale), and
I found ample confirmation, from internal evidence, that the claim
is certainly true. There are many similarities of expression, some
of which I here lay before the reader.

FROMTile CRF.DE. FnOMTHETALE.

Curteis Crist (I, 14o). curteys. Christ (482).
cured cote (434). cutted clothes (929).
y can noh_t my Crede (8). Sue.he that conne nat hit Crede (413).
At markers and myracles, we reed- Market-beters, and medling make

leth us nevere (Io7). (87I).
For we buldeth a burw_, a brod_land And builde als brode as a cit_ (743).

a large (xlS).
portreidand peint (Ia0. I-payntedand portred (s35).
peyat and portred (19a).
y seycoveitisecstel to foagcn (t46). To catehe catell as eovytous(385;

a. s_O.
* ** C
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FROM THE CREDE. FROM THE TALE.

Of double worstede y-dy_t (zzS). With double worsted well y-dight
(zoo,).

Than ther lefle in Lucifer, er he were As lowe as Lucifer such shall fall

lowe fallen (374). (x24)"
opon the plow hongeu (421). honged at the plow (Io42).
povere in gost God him-self blisseth The pore in spirit gan Christ ble_e

(52_). (91s).
ben maysters icalled, That the gentill Maysters be called defended he tho

Jesus... puffy defended (574). (I I x$).
to breane the bodye in a bale of fijr Thou shalt be brent in balefull lyre

(_7). (x_v_).
Thei shulden nou3t after the face... They uolde nat demen al_er the face

demen (670). (714).
Thei sehuldendelvenanddiggenand Threshingand dyking fro town to

dongenthe erthe, town,
Andmenemong-corabredto hermete With sory mete,and not half y-now

fongen(785). (xo43).
He mi3teno mais_e ben kald, for Maystersbe called defendedhe tho

Cristthatdefended(838). (xx15).

The Crede is written in alliterative verse; and it will be

observed that alliteration is employed in the Tale very freely.
Another peculiarity in the Tale may here be noticed, viz. the
use of the same rime, fall or _efal/, throughout Part I, with
the exception of 11.205-228. Indeed, in the first line of Part II,
the author apologizes for being unable to find any more rimes
for fall, and proceeds to rime upon amend throughout that Part.
In Part III, he begins to rime upon grace in the first two stanzas,
but soon abandons it for the sake of freedom ; however, at 1. _276,
he recurs to grace, and continues to rime upon it till the end. It is
clear that the author possessed considerable facility of expression.
We can date these pieces approximately without much error.
The proceedin'gs against Walter Brute, expressly alluded to in
the Crede, 1. 657 , lasted from Oct. aS, x39 x, to Oct. 6, z393,
when he submitted himself to the bishop of Hereford. We may

well date the Crede about z394, and the Tale (which probably
soon followed it, as the author repeats some of his expressions)
about I3951.

Both these pieces are written in a spirited style, and are of
considerable interest for the light wl/ich they throw upon many

i The expression ' the queues heed,' at 1. x58 , hardly implies that there wu

thena queenof England. If it does,it makes the poemlater than October,
x396.
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of the corrupt practices of the monks, friars, and clergy. The
Crede is directed against the friars in particular, and reflects
many of the opinions of Wyclif, as will easily appear by comparing
it with Wyclif's works. See, in particular, his Fifty Heresies and
Errors of Friars (Works, ed. Arnold, iii. 366). It would have
been easy to crowd the Notes with quotations from Wyclif; but
it is sufficient to point out so obvious a source. I have not
observed any passage in which the author copies the exact
language of Langland. The dialect seems to be some form of
Midland, and is somewhat archaic ; many of the verbal forms are
of some value to the philologist. Taken altogether, it is a piece
of considerable interest and merit. Ten Brink alludes to it as

'that transparent, half-prophetic allegory of the Quarrel between
the Griffin and the Pelican '; and adds--' The Griffin was the
representative of the prelates and the monks, the Pelican that
of real Christianity in Wyelif's sense. At a loss for arguments, the
Griffin calls in at last all the birds of prey in order to destroy
its rival. The Phoenix, however, comes to the help of the
Pelican, and terribly destroys the robber-brood.'

Tyrwhitt observed, with great acuteness, that Spenser's allusion,
in the Epilogue to his Shepheards Calender, to ' the Pilgrim that

the Ploughman pla.yde awhyle,' may well refer to the author of the
Plowman's Tale rather than to Langland 1. Cf. p. x47, 1. x2. It
was natural that Spenser should mention him along with Chaucer,
because their productions were bound up together in the same
volume ; a volume which was, to Spenser, a treasure-house of
archaic words.

The discussion on points of religion between the Griffin and

the Pelican clearly suggested to Dryden his discussion between
the Hind and the Panther. His choice of quadrupeds in place
Ofbirds is certainly no improvement.

§ 23. III. JACKUPLAND.

Of this piece, no MS. copy is known. It is usually said to have
been first printed by Speght, in his second edition of Chaucer's
Works in x6o2 ; but I _e been so fortunate as to find a better

The line, as it t_ands, is ambiguous ; what Spens¢_ meant to say was_'the
Ploughman that the Pilgrim playde awhyle' ; which exp_ the fact. The
sub]e_'tis 'thePioughnmu'; and'that' means' whom.'

C2
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and earlier text in the library of Caius College, Cambridge, to
which my attention was drawn by a note in Hazlitt's Bibliographer's
Handbook. This copy, here taken as the basis of my text, and
collated with Speght, is a small book consisting of only x6 leaves.
The title-page contains the following words, within a square border.
¶ Jack vp Lande [ Compyled by the] famous Geoffrey ! Chaucer.
I Ezechielis. xiii. ] "_ Wo be vnto you that [ dishonour me to me
(sic) peo [ ple for an handful of bar I lye & for a pece of bread. I
Cure priuilegio [ Regali.

At the end of the treatise is the colophon: ¶ Prynted for

Ihon Gough. Cum Priuilegio Regali.
Hazlitt conjectures that it was printed about i54o. I think

we may safely date it in I536 ; for it is bound up in a volume
with several other tracts, and it so happens that the tract next
following it is by Myles Coverdale, and is dated i536, being
printed in just the very same type and style. We can also tell
that it must have been printed after 1535, because the verse from
Ezekiel xiii, as quoted on the title-page (see above), exactly
corresponds with Coverdale's version of the Bible, the first edition
of which appeared in that year.

The text of Jack Upland, in the Caius College copy, has the
following heading, in small type:--'¶ These b6 the lewed
questions of Freres rytes and obseruaunces the whych they
chargen more than Goddes lawe, and therfore men shulden
not gyue hem what so they beggen, tyll they hadden answered
and clerely assoyled these questions.'

As this copy is, on the whole, considerably superior to Speght's
both as regards sense and spelling, I have not given his
inferior readings and errors. In a very few places, Speght
furnishes some obvious corrections; and in such instances his
readings are noted.

§ 24. A yery convenient reprint of Speght's text is given in
Wright's edition of Political Poems and Songs (Record Series),
vol. ii. p. x6. In the same volume, p. 39, is printed a reply to
Jack Upland's questions by a friar who facetiously calls himself
Friar Daw Topias, though it appears (from a note printed at
p. i I4) that his real name was John Walsingham. Nor is this
all ; for Friar Daw's reply is further accompanied by Jack Upland's
rejoinder, printed, for convenience, below Friar Daw's text. It is

most likely, as Mr. Wright concludes, that all three pieees may be
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dated in the same year. It was necessary that Friar Daw (who gave
himself this name in order to indicate that he is a comparatively
unlearned man, yet easily able to refute his audacious questioner)
should produce his reply at once ; and we may be sure that Jack's
rejoinder was not long delayed. Fortunately, the date can be
determined with sufficient exactness ; for Jack's rejoinder contains
the allusion: 'and the kyng by his juges trwe [sholde] execute
his lawe, as he did now late, whan he hangid you traytours,' p. 86.
This clearly refers to June, x4o21, when eight Franciscan friars
were hanged at Tyburn for being concerned in a plot against
the life of Henry IV. We may, accordingly, safely refer all three
pieces to the year x4o2 ; shortly after Chaucer's death.

§ 25. It is also tolerably clear that there must have been two
texts of 'Jack Upland,' an earlier and a later one. The earlier
one, of which we have no copy, can easily be traced by help of
Friar Daw's reply, as he quotes all that is material point by point.
It only extended as far as the 54th question in the present edition
lp. i99 ) ; after which followed two more questions which do not
here reappear. The later copy also contains a few questions,
not far from the begihning, which Friar Daw ignores. It is clear
that we only possess a later, and, on the whole, a fuller copy.
One of the omitted questions relates to transubstantiation ; and,
as any discussion of it was extremely likely, at that date, to be

ended by burning the disputant at the stake, it was certainly
prudent to suppress it. Not perceiving this point, Mr. Wright
too hastily concluded that our copy of Jack Upland is extremely
corrupt, a conclusion quite unwarranted ; inasmuch as Friar Daw,
in spite of his affectation of alliterative verse, quotes his adversary's
questions with reasonable correctness. On this unsound theory
Mr. Wright has built up another, still less warranted, viz. that the
original copy of Jack Upland mus_ have been written in allitera-
tive verse; for no other reason th_/n because Friar Daw's reply is
so written. It is obvious that alliteration is conspicuously absent,
except in the ease of the four lines (424-7), which are introduced,
by way of flourish, at the end. My own belief is that our copy
of Jack Upland is a second edition, i, e. an amended and extended

a Mr. Wright says x4ol, and _fera to Capgrave's Chronicle. But this is
surely*merror; seeJ. H. Wylie'sHist. of Henry IV, i. 277-8 ; witha reference
to the CloseRolls, 3 Hen.IV, 2.16.
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copy, which has been reasonably well preserved. It is more
correct than the Plowmans Tale, and very much more correct
than the Testament of Love.

§ 26. Mr. Wright further imagines that Jack Upland's rejoinder
to Friar Daw's reply, which he prints from ' a contemporary MS.
in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, MS. Digby 4x,' was also
originally in alliterative verse. This supposition is almost as
gratuitous as the former; for, although there are very frequent
traces of alliteration as an occasional embellishment, it is otherwise

written in ordinary prose. The mere chopping up of prose into
bits of not very equal length, as in Mr. Wright's print, does not
produce verse of any kind. Friar Daw's verses are bad enough,
as he did not understand his model (obviously the Ploughman's
Crede), but he usually succeeds in making a kind of jingle, with
pauses, for the most part, in the right place. But there is no
verse discoverable in Jack Upland_ he preferred straightforward
prose, for reasons that are perfectly obvious.

For further remarks, I beg leave to refer the reader to Mr.
Wright's Introduction, pp. xii-xxiv, where he will find an excellent
summary of the arguments adduced on both sides. There is
a slight notice of Jack Upland in Morley's English Writers,
vi. 234.

§ 37. IV. JoHs GOWER: THE PRAISEOF PEACE.

In Morley's English Writers, iv. I57, this poem is entitled ' De
Pacis Commendatione,' on MS. authority (see p. 216). Mr. E. B.
Nicholson, who has made a special study of Gower's poems,
suggested 'The Praise of Peace,' which I have gladly adopted.
I am much obliged to Mr. Nicholson for his assistance in various

ways; and, in particular, for the generous loan of his own tran-
script of this poem.

§ 28. In Todd's Illustrations of Gower and Chaucer, p. 95,

is a notice of a MS. ' in the present Marquis of Stafford's library
at Trentham,' which had been previously described in Warton's
Hist. of E. Poetry as being 'in Lord Gower's library.' Mr. Wright
alludes to it as 'a contemporary MS. in the possession of his
grace the duke of Sutherland.' It may be called 'the Trentham
MS.' ' The Praise of Peace' was printed from it by Mr. Wright,
in his Political Poems and Songs, ii. 4-x 5 ; and I have followed
his text, which I denote by 'T.' At the same time, I have
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collated it with the text of Thynne's edition of x532 , which is
a very good one. The differences are slight.

Walton describes the MS. as 'a thin oblong MS. on vellum,
containing some of Gower's poems in Latin, French, and English.
By an entry in the first leaf, in the handwriting and under the
signature of Thomas lord Fairfax, Cromwell's general, an anti-

, quarian, and a lover and collector of curious manuscripts, it
appears that this book was presented by the poet Gower, about
I4oo _, to Henry IV; and that it was given by lord Fairfax to his
friend and kinsman Sir Thomas Cower, knight and baronet, in
the year 16567 He goes on to say that Fairfax had it from
Charles Gedde, Esq., of St. Andrews ; and that it was at one time
in the possession of King Henry VII, while earl of Richmond,
who wrote in it his own name in the form 'Rychemond.'

The MS. contains (x) The Praise of Peace, l_receded by the
seven Latin lines (386-392), which I have relegated to the end of
the poem, as in Thynne. The title is given in the colophon
(p. 216); after which follow the twelve Latin lines (393-4o4),
printed on the same page. (2) Some complimentary verses in
Latin, also addressed to Henry IV, printed in Wright's Political
Poems, ii. I-3. (3) Fifty Balades in French, which have been
printed by Stengel (Warton prints four of them), with the colophon
--Expliciunt carmina Johis Gower que Gallice composita Balades
dicuntur.' (4) Two short Latin poems in elegiacs ; see Warton.
(5) A French poem on the Dignity or Excellence of Marriage. (6)
Seventeen Latin hexameters. (7) Gower's Latin verses on his
blindness, beginning--

' Henrlciquartiprtmusmgni fuitannus,
Quo michidefecitvisusad acre mea,' &e.

See Todd and Warton for more minute particulars.

§ 29. The poem itself may safely be dated in the end of x399,
for rea_ns given in the note to l. 393. It is of some interest,
as being Gower's last poem in English, and the spirit of it is
excellent, though it contains no very striking lines. We have not
much of Gower's work in the form of seven-line stanzas. The
Confessio Amantis contains only twelve such stanzas; iii. 349-352.
I draw attention to the earliest known reference (i. 295 ) to the

game of 'tenetz'; the enumeration of the nine worthies 01. 28x-3);

i Fairfaxdeducedthedate fromthepoemhereprinted,I. 393-
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and the reference to a story about Constantine which, in the
Confessio Amantis, is related at considerable length (1. 339).

We may compare with this poem the stanzas in praise of peace
in Hoccleve's De Regimine Principum, quoted in Morley's English
Writers (i89o), vol. vi. pp. I3x-2,

§ 3o. V. THOMAS HOCCLEVE: THE LETTER OF CUPID.

This poem needs little discussion. It is known to be Hoc-
cleve's ; see Dr. Furnivall's edition of Hoccleve's Minor Poems,
E.E.T.S., I892 , p. 7a. As explained in the notes, it is rather
closely imitated from the French poem entitled L'Epistre au
Dieu d'Amours, written by Christine .de Pisan. At the end
of her poem, Christine gives the date of its composition, viz. i399 ;
and Hoccleve, in like manner, gives the date of his poem as I4o2.
The poem consists of sixty-eight stanzas, of which not more than
eighteen are wholly independent of the original. The chief
original passages are 11.x76-x89, 316-329, and 374-434.

The poem is entirely occupied with a defence of women, such
as a woman might well make. It takes the form of a reproof,
addressed by Cupid to all male lovers ; and is directed, in par-
ticular, against the sarcasms of Jean de Meun (1. 28i) in the
celebrated Roman de la Rose.

Of this poem there are several MS. copies ; see footnotes at
p. 2x7. The best is probably the Ashburnham MS., but it has
not yet been printed. I chiefly follow MS. Fairfax x6, which
Dr. Furnivall has taken as the basis of his text.

There is also a poor and late copy in the Bannatyne MS., at
fol. 269; see the print of it for the Hunterian Club, I879 ;
p. 783 •

§ 3 I. VI. THE SAME: TWO BALAD_S.

These two Balades, also by Hoccleve, were composed at the
same time. The former is addressed to King Henry V, and
the latter to the Knights of the Garter. They are _ery closely
connected with a much longer poem of 512 lines, which wast

addressed to Sir John Oldcastle in August, x4x5 ; and must have
been written at about that date. It was rmtural enough that,
whilst addressing his appeal to Oldcastle to renounce his heresies,

the poet should briefly address the king on the same subject at the
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same time. I think we may safely date this piece, like the other,

in August, i4i 5.
The remarkable likeness between the two pieces appears most

in the references to Justinian and to Constantine. In fact, the

reference to Justinian in 1. 3 of the former of the Balades here

printed would be unintelligible but for the full explanation which

the companion poem affords. I have quoted, in the note to 1. 3,
the Latin note which is written in the margin of st. 24 of the

address to Oldcastle ; and I quote here the stanza itself :--

' The Cristen emperour J'ustinian,
As it is writen, who-so list it ._e,
Made a lawe deffending every man,
Of what condicion or what degree
That he were of, nat sholde hardy be
For to despute of the leith openly ;
And ther-apon sundry peynes sette he,
That peril sholde eschu_/dbe therby.'

Minor Poemhed. Fumiva11, p. 14.

Compare with this the fourth stanza of Balade I.

We may regret that Hoccleve's desire to make an example
of heretics was so soon fulfilled. Only three years later, in

Dec. x418, Sir John Oldcastle was captured in Wales, brought

up to London, and publicly burnt.

My text follows the sole good MS. (Phillipps 8_5_); which
I have collated with the earliest printed text, that of _54z. There

is, indeed, another MS. copy of the poem in the library of Trinity

College, Cambridge (R. 3. I5); but it is only a late copy made
from the printed book.

§ 32. VII. HENRY SCOGAN: A MORAL BALADE.

The heading to this poem is from MS. Ashmole 59; it is,

unfortunately, somewhat obscure. It is, of course, not contem-

poraneous with the poen_ but was added, by way of note, by

John Shirley, when transcribing it. In fact, the third son of

Henry IV was not created duke of Bedford till z4x 5, after the

accession of Henry V ; _hereas Henry V is here referred to as
being still 'my lord the Prince.' Hence the poem was written

in the reign of Henry IV (,I399--x4x3) ; but we can easily come
much nearer than this to the true date. We may note, first of
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all, that Chaucer is referred to as being dead (1. 65) ; so that the
date is after I4oo. Again, the poem does not appear to have
been recited by the author ; it was sent, in the author's handwriting,
to the assembled guests (1. 3). Further, Scogan says that he was
'called' the 'fader,' i.e. tutor, of the young princes (1. 2); and
that he sent the letter to them out of fervent regard for their
welfare, in order to warn them (I. 35). He regrets that sudden
age has come upon him (1. to), and wishes to impart to them the
lessons which the approach of old age suggests. All this points
to a time when Scogan was getting past his regular work as tutor,
though he still retained the title ; which suggests a rather late
date. We find, however, from the Inquisitiones post Mortem
(iii. 3x5), that Henry Scogan died in i4o7, and I have seen it
noted (I forget where) that he only attained the age of forty-six.
This shews that he was only relatively old, owing, probably, to
infirm health ; and we may safely date the poem in x4o6 or
x4o7, the latter being the more likely. In x4o7, the ages of the
young princes were nineteen, eighteen, seventeen, and sixteen
respectively, and it is not likely that Scogan had been their tutor
for more than twelve years at most. This provisional date of
x4o 7 sufficiently satisfies all the conditions.

The four sons of Henry IV were Henry, prince of Wales,
born at Monmouth in x388 ; Thomas, born in x389, and created
duke of Clarence in 1412 ; John, born in x39o , created duke of
Bedford in x4x5 ; and Humphrey, born in x39i , created duke
of Gloucester in i414.

§ 33. The expression at a soutOerof fear/he merchande is difficult,
and I can only guess at the sense, aVeortheis Shirley's spelling
of ferthe, i.e. fourth. Merchande is probably equivalent to O. F.
marchandk or marchandise. Godefroy gives an e=mple of the
latter in the sense of ' merchant's company.' I suppose thatfeorthe
merehande means ' fourth meeting of merchants,' or the fourth of
the four quarterly meetings of a guild. Toulmin Smith, in his
English Gilds, p. 3z, says that quarterly meetings for business
were common; though some guilds met only once, twice, or
thrice in the course of a year.

The Vintry is described by Stow in his Survey of London
(ed. Thoms, p. 9o): 'Then next over against St. Martin's
church, is a large house built of stone and timber, with vaults
for the stowage of wines, and is called the Vintry.... In this
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house Henry Picard [lord mayor in I356-7] feasted four kings
in one day.'

I need not repeat here what I have already said about Scogan
in vol. i. p. 83.

I may add to the note about Lewis John (vol. i. p. 84), that he
was a person of some note. In J423 (Feb. 8), ' Ludowicus Johan,
armiger, constitutus est seneschall et receptor generalis ducatus
Cornub.': see Ordinances of the Privy Council, iii. 24. He is
further mentioned in the same, ii. 334, 342.

Chaucer's Balade on Gentilesse, quoted in full in 11._o5-i_5,
is in seven-line stanzas; and is thus distinguished from the rest

of the poem, which is written in eight-line stanzas. It may be
noted that Scogan's rimes are extremely correct, if we compare
them with Chaucer's as a standard.

Of this piece there are two early printed copies, one by Caxton,
and one by Thynne (i532); and two MSS., Ashmole 59 and
Haft. 2_5 r. It is remarkable that the printed copies are better
than the MSS. as regards readings.

§ 34. VIII. TBE COMPLAINT OF THE BLACK KNIGHT.

Such is the title in Thynne's edition (x532). In MS. F.
(Fairfax xG}, it is entitled--'Complaynte of a Loveres Lyre';
and there is a printed edition with the title--' The Complaynte
of a Louers Lyfe. Imprynted at London in the flete strete at the
sygne of the Sonne, by Wynkyn de Worde' ; no date, 4to. on
twelve leaves. In MS. S. (Arch. Selden, B. 24), there is an

erroneous colophon--' Here endith the Maying and disporte of
Chaueere'; which gives the wrong title, and assigns it to the

wrong author. In accordance with the last MS, it was printed,
with the erroneous title---' Here begynnys the mayng or disport of
chaucer '--in a volume ' Imprentit in the south gait of Edinburgh
be Walter ehepman and Androw myllar the fourth day of aI_'rile

the yhere of god. M.ccccc. and viii yheris ' [x5o8 ] ; and this scarce
copy was reprinted as piece no. 8 in The Knightly Tale of Golagrus
and Gawane, &c., as reprinted by Laing in I827.

But the fullest title isth_t in MS. Ad. (Addit. i6165) , written
out by John Shirley, who says : ' And here filowyng begynnethe
a Right lusty amorous balade, made in wyse of a complaynt
of a Right worshipfulle Knyght that truly euer serued his lady,
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enduryng grete disese by fals envye and malebouche; made by
Lydegate' (fol. i9o , back). Some of the pages have the heading,
' The compleynte of a Knight made by Lidegate k'

This attribution of the poem to Lydgate, by so good a judge
as Shirley, renders the authorship certain ; and the ascription
is fully confirmed by strong internal evidence. Much of it is
in Lydgate's best manner, and his imitation of Chaucer is, in

places, very close ; while, at the same time, it is easy to point
out non-Chaucerian rimes, such as whyte, brigkte, z; pitously,
malady (Ch. maladA,e), i37 ; felyngly, malady, x88 ; mente, diligent,

246 ; grace, alas, 529 ; seyn, dkayn (Ch. peyne), 568 ; diurnal, fal,
(Ch. falle), 59° ;payn, agayn, 650 ; queen (Ch. quene), seen, 674.
Besides which, there are two mere assonances in two consecutive
stanzas, viz. forjuged, excused, 274 ; and wreke, clue, 284. The
occurrence of this pair of assonances is quite enough to settle the
question. If we apply a more delicate test, we may observe that,
in 11.2x8-22o, the word s3re (with long o) rimes with tore, in which
the o was originally short ; on this point, see vol. vi. p. xxxii.

As to this poem. Ten Brink well remarks: ' His talent was

fairly qualified for a popular form of the 'Complaint '--a sort
of long monologue, interwoven with allegory and mythology, and
introduced by a charming picture of nature. His Con_laint of
the Black Knight, which contains reminiscences from the Romance
of the Rose, the Book of the Duchesse, and the Parlement of
Foules, was long considered a production of Chaucer's, and is still
frequently included in editions of his works--although with reser-
vations. The critic, however, will not be deceived by the
excellent descriptive passages of this poem, but will easily detect
the characteristic marks of the imitator in the management of
verse and rhyme, and especially in the diffusiveness of the story
and the monotony even of the most inaportant parts.'

§ 35- Lydgate's reminiscences of Chaucer are often interesting.
In particular, we should observe the passages suggested by the
Roman de la Rose in 11.36-xxz ; for we are at once reminded of

Chaucer's au,n version of it, as preserved in Fragment A of the
Romaunt. After noticing that he uses castey (36) for the F.
costoiant, where Chaucer has costeying (x34) ; and attemiOre (57)

a Shirleyalso refersto Lydgate'sTemple of Glas; see Sehiek'seditionof
thatpoem; p. lxxxii.
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where Chaucer has atten_re (x3x), though one French text has
atrera_ee, it is startling to find him reproducing (80) Chaucer's
very phrase And softe as velu_t (R. R. I4_o), where the French
original has nothing corresponding either to soft or to velvet ! This
clearly shews that Lydgate was acquainted with Fragment A of
the English version, and believed that version to be Chaucer's ;
for otherwise he would hardly have cared to imitate it at all.

The date of this poem is discussed in the Introduction to

Schick's edition of the Temple of Glas, by the same author ; pp.
c, cxii. He dates it in Lydgate's early period, or about A.D. r4o2.

The text is based upon Thynne's edition, which is quite as
good as the MSS., though the spellings are often too late

in form. The late excellent edition by E. Krausser (Halle, 1896)
reached me after my text was printed. His text (from MS. F.)
has much the same readings, and is accompanied by a full
Introduction and eleven pages of useful notes.

§ 36. IX. THE FLOUR OF CURTESYE.

This piece has no author's name prefixed to it in the first three

editions; but in the fourth edition by Stowe, printed in i56t ,
the title is: 'The Floure of Curtesie, made by Iohn lidgate.'
Probably Stowe had seen it attributed to him in some MS., and
made a note of it ; but I know of no MS. copy now extant.

Few poems bear Lydgate's impress more clearly ; there can be
no doubt as to its authorship. Schick refers it to Lydgate's early
period, and dates it about i4oo-t4oz; see his edition of the
Temple of Glas, p. cxii. As it was written after Chaucer's death

(see 1. 236), and probably when that sad loss was still recent, we
cannot be far wrong if we date it about x4o1 ; and the Black
Knight, a somewhat more anabitious effort, about 14o2.

The ' Flour of Curtesye ' is intended as a portrait of one whom
the poet honours as the best of womankind. The character is
evidently founded on that of Alcestis as described in the Prologue
to the Legend of Good Women ; and throughout the piece we are
frequently reminded of Chaucer ; especially of the Legend, the

Complaint of Mars, and thE parliament of Foules.
The Envoy presents a veryearly example of the four-line stanza,

similar to that employed in Gray's famous Elegy.
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§ 37. X. A BALADE IN COMMENDATION OF OUR LADY.

This piece is attributed to ' Lidegate of Bury' in the Ashmole

MS. no. 59 ; and the ascription is obviously correct. It abounds

with evident marks of his peculiar style of metre; for which see

Schick's Introduction to the Temple of Glas, p. lvi. We note in

it a few reminiscences of Chaucer, as pointed out in the Notes;

in particular, it was probably suggested by Chaucer's A B C,

which furnished hints for 11. 27, 60, and x29. It is perhaps

worth while to add that we have thus an independent testimony
for the genuineness of that poem.

As an illustration of Lydgate's verse, I may notice the additional

syllable after the c._esura, which too often clogs his lines. Thus in

1. 8 we must group the syllables thus :--

Wheref6r : now pl_iynly : I w61 : my stfl_ : dr_ss_. Similarly,

we find Iicour in I. I3, pit_ (I8), llvin K (24), b_m2s (25_,glnning

(3i), mb'cy (33 _, gdrden (36), &c., all occupying places where

a monosyllable would have been more acceptable.

The poem is strongly marked by alliteration, shewing that the
poet (usually in a hurry) took more than usual pains with it. In

the seventh stanza (43-49) this tendency is unmistakably

apparent.

It is hardly possible to assign a date to a poem of this character.

I can only guess it to belong to the middle period of his career;

say, the reign of Henry V. We have not yet obtained sufficient

data for the arrangement of Lydgate's poems.

§ 38. Lines i2i-i27 are here printed for the first time. In

the old editions, 1. 12o is succeeded by 1. x28, with the result that

Sion (x2o) would not rime with set afere (x29) ; but the scribe of

the Ashmole MS. was equal to the emergency, for he altered 1. t 29
so as to make it end withfuyrless thou sere v2o_Oon, which is mere

nonsense. _ Thyrme hasfyrdesse fyre set on, which is just a little
better.

This addition of seven lines was due to my fortunaIe discovery
of a new MS. ; for which I was indebted to the excellent MS.
' Index of First Lines' in the British Museum. This told me that

a poem (hitherto unrecognised) existed in MS. Sloane i2x2,

of which the first line is ' A thousand stories,' &c. On examining

the MS., it turned out to be a copy, on paper, of Hoccleve's De

Regimine Principum, with four leaves of vellum at the beginning,
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and two more at the end, covered with writing of an older
character. The two vellum leaves at the end were then trans-

posed, but have since been set right, at my suggestion. They
contain a few lines of the conclusion of some other piece, followed
by the unique complete copy of the present Balade. This copy
turned out to be much the best, and restored several of the

readings. Indeed, the Ashmole MS. is very imperfect, having
in it a lacuna of eight stanzas (11. 64-1x9). I am thus able to
give quite a presentable text.

The correction that most interested me was one in 1. 134, where

the Ashmole MS. and Thynne havetOrobatyf2Mscyne. On June 5,
1896 , I reRd a paper at the Philological Society, in which (among
other things) I pointed out that the right reading must certainly
be _robah'k. The very next day I found the Sloane MS.; and
behold, its reading was tOrobatyk! It is not often that a 'con-

jectural emendation' is confirmed, on unimpeachable authority,
within twenty-four hours.

Another remarkable correction is that of dyamauntfor dyametre
in L87. It was all very well to compare Our Lady to a diamond;
but to call her a diameter (as in all the editions) is a little too
bad. Again, in L 121 (now first printed)we have the remarkable
expression _unical _Oomefor a pomegranate, which is worthy of
notice ; and in 1. 1_3 we find a new word, agnelet, which is not
to be found in the New English Dictionary.

All the printed editions print the next piece as if it formed
a /,art of the present one; but they have absolutely no point
in common beyond the fact of having a common authorship.

§ 39. XI. To MYSOVERA1NLADV_

In all the old editions, this piece forms part of the preceding,
though it is obviously distinct from it, when attention is once

drawn to the fact. Instead of being addressed, like no. X, to the
Virgin, it is addressed to a lady whose name the poet wishes to
commend (1. 7); and from whom he is parted (51); whereas two

lovers ought to be together, if they wish to live ' well merry' (64).

Her goodly fresh face is a n_erry mirror (73) ; and he has chosen
her as his Valentine (t 1I).

It is evidently a conventional complimentary poem, written to
please some lady of rank or of high renown (93), one, in fact,
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who is 'of women chief princesse' (70). It is prettily expressed,
and does Lydgate some credit, being a favourable specimen of
his more playful style; I wish we had more of the same kind.
L. 68--' Let him go love, and see wher [w]_ther] it be game '-
is excellent.

I shall here submit to the reader a pure guess, for what it is
worth. My impression is that this piece, being a complimentary
Valentine, was suggested by queen Katherine's visit to England;
the lover whose passion is here described being no other than
king Henry V, who was parted from his queen for a week. The
pair arrived at Dover on Feb. 2, I42x, and Henry went on to
London, arriving on Feb. x4; the queen did not arrive till
Feb. _1, just in time for her coronation on Feb. z3.

This hypothesis satisfies several conditions. It explains why
the lover's English is not good enough to praise the lady; why
so many French lines are quoted ; the significant allusion to the
lily, i.e. the lily of France, in 1. I6 ; the lover's consolation found
in English roundels (4o); the expression 'cheef princesse' in
1. 70; and the very remarkable exclamation of Salve, regina,
in 1. 83, which doubtless made Thynne imagine that the poem
was addressed to the Virgin Mary. The expression 'for your
departing' in 1. Io 5 does not necessarily mean 'on account of
your departure from me'; it is equally in accordance with
Middle-English usage to suppose that it means 'on account of
your separation from me'; see Depart and De_artt'ng in the
New English Dictionary.

It is well known that Lydgate provided the necessary poetry
for the entry of Henry VI into London in Feb. x432.

Some resemblances to Chaucer are pointed out in the Notes.

The most interesting circumstance about this poem is that the
author quotes, at the end of his third stanza, the first line of
' Mereiles Beautb '; this is a strong point in favour of the attr/bu-
tion of that poem to his master.

This piece is distinguished from the preceding by the difference

of its subject ; by the difference in the character of the metre (there
is here no alliteration) ; and, most significant of all, by its absence
from MS. Ashmole 59 and MS. Sloane lZIZ, both of which

contain the preceding piece. The two poems may have been
brought together, in the MS. which Thynne followed, by the
accident of being written about the same time.
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§ 40. XII. BALLADOF GOOD COUNSEL.

The title of this piece in Stowe's edition stands as follows:
' A balade of good counseile, translated out of Latin verses into
Englishe, by dan Iohn lidgat cleped the monke of Buri.' What
were the Latin verses here referred to, I have no means of

ascertaining.
This Ballad is eminently characteristic of Lydgate's style, and

by no means the worst of its kind. When he once gets hold of
a refrain that pleases him, he canters merrily along till he has
absolutely no more to say. I think he must have enjoyed writing
it, and that he wrote it to please himself.

He transgresses one of Chaucer's canons in 1L 79-82; where
he rimes hardy with foly and flatery. The two latter words are,
in Chaucer, foly4 and flatery-_, and never rime with a word like
hardy, which has no final -e.

Lydgate is very fond of what may be called cata/og_s; he
begins by enumerating every kind of possibility. You may be
rich, or strong, or prudent, &c. ; or fair (22) or ugly (24); you
may have a wife (29), or you may not _36) ; you may be fat (43),
or you may be lean (46) ; or staid (57), or holy (64) ; your dress
may be presentable (7x), or poor (72), or middling (73) _ you may
speak much (78) or little (8o) ; and so on ; for it is hard to come
to an end. At 1. io6, he begins all over again with womankind ;
and the conclusion is, that you should govern your tongue, and
never listen to slander.

Thynne's text is not very good ; the MSS. are somewhat better.
He makes the odd mistake of printing tfa@nesxe beautie for
Ekynes beautt (x 15) ; but Helen had not much to do with holiness.
Two of the stanzas (7x-7 and io6-xi2) are now printed for the
first time, as they occur in the MSS. only. Indeed, MS. H.

(Harl. 225I ) is the sole authority for the former of these two
starlzas.

§ 4L XIII. BEWAREOF DOUBLENESS.

This is a favourable example of Lydgate's better style; and

is written with unusual smo0_ness, owing to the shortness of the
lines. It was first printed in r56x. There is a better copy in
the Fairfax MS., which has been taken as the basis of the text.

The copy in MS. Ashmole 59 is very poor. The title---' Balade
, tt _ d
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made by Lydgate'- occurs in MS. Addit. x6x65. Stowe, being
unacquainted with the phrase ambes as (l. 78), though it occurs
in Chaucer, turned arabes into /orabes, after which he wrongly
inserted a comma ; and Iombes appears, accordingly, in all former
editions, with a comma after it. What sense readers have hitherto

made of this line, I am at a loss to conjecture.

§ 42. XIV. A BALADE: WARNINGMEN_ ETC.

First printed by Stowe in i56i , from the MS. in Trinity College
Library, marked R. 3- x9, which I have used in preference to the
printed edition.

There is another, and more complete copy in the same library,
marked O. 9.38, which has contributed some excellent corrections.
Moreover, it gives a better arrangement of stanzas three and four,
which the old editions transpose. More than this, it contains
a unique stanza (36-42), which has not been printed before.

The poem also occurs in Shirley's MS. Had. _25x , which
contains a large number of poems by Lydgate ; and is there
followed by another poem of seven stanzas, attributed to Lydgate.
That the present poem is Lydgate's, cannot well be doubted ; it
belongs to the same class of his poems as no. XII above. I find
it attributed to him in the reprint of 'Chaucer's' Poems' by
Chalmers, in ISIo.

The substitution of the contracted and idiomatic form et for

the later form eteth is a great improvement. It is due to MS.
O. 9. 38, where the scribe first wrote e/te, but was afterwards so
weak as to ' correct' it to etyth. But this ' correction ' just ruins
the refrain. .gt was no doubt becoming archaic towards the
middle of the fifteenth century.

Two variations upon the last stanza occur in the Bannatyne
MS., fo1..258, back ; see the print by the Hunterian Club, t879 ,
PP. 754, 755.

§ 43. XV. THR_ SAVINGS.

First printed by Stowe ; I know of no MS. copy. The first two
Sayings are attributed to Lydgate ; so we may as well credit him
with the third. The second expresses the same statements as the
first, but varies somewhat in form ; both are founded upon a Latin
line which occurs in MS. Fairfax x6 (fol. x96 ) and in MS. Had.
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7578 (fol. 20), and runs as follows :m'Quatuor infatuant, honor,
eras, femina, uinum.'

Note that these Three Sayings constitute the only addition
made by Stowe to Thynne in 'Part I' of Stowe's edition. See
nos. 28, 29, 3° in vol. i. p. 32. Stowe introduced them in order
toflll a blank troll-column between nos. u7 and 3 I.

§ 44. XVI. LA BELLE D,_ME SANSMERCY.

First printed in Thynne's Chaucer (i532). Tyrwhitt first
pointed out that it could not possibly be his, seeing that Alan
Chartier's poem with the same name, whence the English version
was made, could not have been written in Chaucer's lifetime.

Chattier was born in r386 , and was only fourteen years old at
the time of Chaucer's death. Tyrwhitt further stated that the
author's name, Sir Richard Ros, was plainly given in MS. Harl. 372,
fol. 6x, where the poem has this title:--' La Belle Dame Sanz
Mercy. Translatid out of Frenche by Sir Richard Ros.' I have
not been able to find the date of the French original, as there is no
modern edition of Chartier's poems ; but it can hardly have been
written before x4Io, when the poet was only twenty-four years old ;
and the date of the translation must be later still. But we are

not wholly left to conjecture in this matter. A short notice of
Sir Richard Ros appeared in :Englische Studien, X. 206, written
by H. Gr_Shler, who refers us to his dissertation ' Ueber Richard
Ros' mittelenglische iibersetzung des gedichtes von Alain Chartier
La Belle Dame sans Mercy,' published at Breslau in x886 ; of
which Dr. Gr6hler has most obligingly sent me a copy, whence
several of my Notes have been derived. He tells us, in this
article, that his dissertation was founded on the copy of the poem

in MS. HarL 372, which (in t886) he believed to be unique;
whereas he had since been informed that there are three other

MSS., viz. Camb. Ff. L 6, Trim Coll. Camb. R. 3. xg, and Faiffax
i6 ; and further, that the Trinity MS. agrees with the Hadeian as

to misarmngement of the subject-matter 1. He also proposed
to give a new edition of the poem in Englische Studien, but I am
unable to find it ; and Dr._51bing courteously informs me that
it never appeared.

_ Whichis not thecase; thetextin theTrinityMS.is in thecorrectorder.
d2
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Dr. GrShler further tells us, that Mr. Joseph Hall, of Manchester,

had sent him some account, extracted from the county history
of Leicestershire by Nichols, of the family of Roos or Ros,

who were lords of Hamlake and Belvoir in that county.

According to Nichols, the Sir Richard Ros who was presumably

the poet, was the second son of Sir Thomas Ros ; and Sir Thomas

was the second son of Sir W. Ros, who married Margaret, daughter

of Sir John Arundel. If this be right, we gain the further infor-

mation that Sir Richard was born in x4291, and is known to have

been alive in x45 o, when he was twenty-one years old.

The dates suit very well, as they suggest that the English poem

was written, probably, between i45 o and _46o, or at the beginning
of the second half of the fifteenth century; which sufficiently

agrees with the language employed and with the probable age

of the MSS. The date assigned in the New English Dictionary,

s.v. Currish, is I46o; which cannot be far wrong. It can hardly
be much later.

§ 45. The above notice also suggests that, as Sir Richard Ros

was of a Leicestershire family, the dialect of the piece may,

originally at least, have been North Leicestershire. Belvoir is
situate in the N.E. comer of Leicestershire, not far from Grantham

in Lincolnshire, and at no great distance from the birthplace of
Robert of Brunne. It is well known that Robert of Brunne wrote

in a variety of the Midland dialect which coincides, to a remark-

able extent, with the form of the language which has become the

standard literary English. Now it is easily seen that La Belle

Dame has the same peculiarity, and I venture to think that, on

this account, it is worth special attention. If we want to see

a specimen of what the Midland literary dialect was like in the

middle of the fifteenth century, it is here that we may find it.

Many of the stanzas are, in fact, remarkably modern, both in

grammar and expression ; we have only to alter the spelling, and
there is nothing left to explain. Take for example the last stanza

on p. 3ox (11. 77-84):-

tin thin great thought, sore troubled in my mind,
Alone thus rode I all the morrow-tide,
Till, at the last, it hap_d me to find
The place wherein I cast me to abide

Richard Ros, born March 8, 1428-9; Nichols, Hist. of I._ieestershire,
vol. ii. p. 37-
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When that I had no further for to fide.

And as I went my lodging to purvey,
Right soon I heard, but little me beside,
In a gard6n, where minstrels gan to play.'

A large number of stanzas readily lend themselves to similar

treatment ; and this is quite enough to dissociate the poem from

Chaucer. The great difficulty about modernising Chaucer is, as

every one knows, his use of the final -e as a distinct syllable ; but

we may search a whole page of La Belle Dame without finding
anything of the kind. When Sir Richard's words have an extra

syllable, it is due to the suffix -es or the suffix -ed; and even these

are not remarkably numerous; we do not arrive at doth-es, a

plural in-es, before 1. 22 ; and, in the course of the first four stanzas,

all the words in -ed are awak-ed, nak-ed, vex-ed,/ourn_ed, and bold_ed,

none of which would be surprising to a student of Elizabethan

poetry. That there was something of a Northern element in Sir

Richard's language appears from the rime of long_s with song-es, in

U. 53-55 ; where longes is the third person singular of the present
tense; but modern English has belongs, with the same suffix!

Again, he constantly uses the Northern possessive pronoun their ;

but modern English does the same !

§ 46. Another remarkable point about the poem is the perfect

smoothness and regularity of the metre in a large number of lines,

even as judged by a modern standard. The first line--' Half in

a dream, not fully well awaked 'wmight, from a metrical point of

view, have been written yesterday. It is a pity that the poem

is somewhat dull, owing to its needless prolixity ; but this is not
a little due to Alan Chartier. Sir Richard has only eight stan_,s

of his own, four at the beginning, and four at the end ; and it is
remarkable that these axe in the seven-line stanza, while the rest

of the stanzas have eight lines, like their French original of which

I here give the first stanza, from the Paris edition of X6XT,p. 502.

(See 1. 29 of the English version.)

' N'agaeres cheuauchant pensoye,
Comme homme triste et doulorenx,
Au dueil otz il fant que ie soye
Le plus dola0t des amoureux;
Puisque par sou dart rigoureux
La mort me tolli ma Maistres_e,
El me _ seal langoureux
Ea la ¢oaduicte de tristesse.'
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I have cited in the Notes a few passages of the original text which

help to explain the translation.
§ 47. The text in Thynne is a good one, and it seemed

convenient to make it the basis of the edition ; but it has been

carefully controlled by collation with MS. Ff. i. 6, which is, in
some respects, the best MS. I am not sure that Thynne always
followed his MS. ; he may have collated some other one, as
he professes in some cases to have done. MS. Ff. x. 6, the
Trinity MS., and Thynne's principal MS. form one group, which
we .may call A; whilst the Fairfax and Harleian MSS. form
a second group, which we may call B: and of these, group
A is the better. The MSS. in group B sadly transpose the

subjedt-matter, and give the poem in the following order; viz.
lines 1-428, 669-716, 525-572, 477-524, 627-668, 573-620,
429-476 , 7x7-856. The cause of this dislocation is simple
enough. It .means that the B-group MSS. were copied from
one in which three leaves, each containing six stanzas, were
misarranged. The three leaves were placed one wiihin the
other, to form a sheet, and were written upon. Then the outer
pair of these leaves was turned inside out, whilst the second
and third pair changed places. This can easily be verified
by making a little book of six leaves and numbering each
page with the numbers 429--452, 453-476, 477-500, 5ox-sz4,
&c. (i.e. with 24 lines on a page, ending with 716), and then
misarranging the leaves in the manner indicated.

The copy in MS. HarL 372 was printed, just as it stands, by
Dr. Furnivall, in his volume entitled Political, Religious, and
Love Poems, published for the E.E.T.S. in x866; at p. 52.
The text is there, accordingly, misarranged as above stated.

There is another MS. copy, as has been said above, in MS.
Trin. Coll. Camb. R. 3. x9; but I have not collated it. It
seems to" be closely related to MS. Ff., and to present no
additional information. Not only do the MSS. of the A-group
contain the text in the right order, but they frequently give the
better readings. Thus, in 1. 47, we have the odd line--' My _en
coud never have knowlege what it ment'; as given in MS. Ff.,
the Trinity MS., and Thynne. The word _ is altered to eyen
in MSS. H. and F. ; nevertheless, it is perfectly right, for the
French original has Plume; see the Note on the line. Other
examples are given in the Notes.
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In 1. x74,MS. Ff. alone has the right reading, at_rt. I had
made up my mind that this was the right readingeven before
consulting that MS., because the old reading--' One wyse nor
other, prevy nor/erte'--is so extremely harsh. There is no
sense in using the clipped form of the word when the true and
usual form will scan so much better. See C. T., F 53x, Ho.
Fame, 7x7. The Trinity MS. gets out of the difficulty by a
material alteration of the line, so that it there becomes--' In any
wyse, nether preuy nor perte.'

§ 48. XVII. T_tzTESTAMENT OF CRESSEID.

I do not supposethiswas eversupposedto be Chaucer's

even by Tliynne.Line 64--'Quha waitgifallthatChaucer
wraitwas trew?'--musthavesettledthequestionfromthefirst.

No doubt Thynne added itsimplyas a pendantto Troilus,

and he must have had a copy beforehim in the Northern

dialect,whichhe modifiedas wellas he could, Nevertheless,

he gives us can for the Southern ga_ in 1. 6, wrate for wrote
in L 64, and has many similar Northern forms,

The poem was printed at Edinburgh in x593 with the author's
name. The title is as follows--¶ _b_ Tt#tamcnt of CRESSEID,

Compylit be M. Robert Henrysone, Sculemai-ster in Dunfer-
reeling. ]_mp_tit at _tn =burgh be Henrie Charteris.
M_. XCnL The text is in 4to, ten leaves, black-letter. Only one

copy has been preserved, which is now in the British Museum ;
but it was reprinted page for page in the volume presented by
Mr. Chalmers to the Bannatyne Club in _8z4. The present
edition is from this reprint, with very few modifications, such
as s_t for sett, and final -y for final -t_ in immaterial cases. All
other modifications are accounted for in the footnotes below.

No early MS. copy is known ; there was once a copy in the
Asloan MS., but the leaves containing it are lost.

Thynne's print must have been a good deal altered from the
original, to make "it more intelligible. It is odd to find him
altering quMding (20) to whiskyng, andHngand (x44) to tynkyng.
I note all Thynne's variations that are of any interest. He must
have been much puzzled _ ar_uck in (which he seems to have

regarded as one word and as a past participle) before he turned
it into cncwcd(iIo). But in some cases Thynne gives us real
help, as I will now point out.
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In I. 48, E. (the Edinburgh edition) has--' Quhill Esperus
reioisit him agane'; where Es/erus gives no good sense. But
Thynne prints esperous, which at once suggests e_erans (hope),
as opposed to wanAo_e in the preceding line.

In I. I55, E. has frosnit, which Laing interprets 'frozen,'
as if the pp. of freeze could have both a strong and weak pp.
suffix at the same moment ! But Thynne has frounsed, evidently
put for fronsil, as used elsewhere by Henryson in The Fable
of the Paddock and the Mous, l. 43 :--'The Mous beheld
unto her fronsit face.' A printer's error of sn for ns is not
surprising.

In U. I64, x78, z6o, E. has gy/r or gyse; but Thynne has
preserved the true Chaucerian word gyte, which the printer
evidently did not understand, It is true that in I. 164 be
turned it intQ gale ; but when he found it recur, he let it alone.

In I. zo5, E. has giprfcAt(!) ; which Thynne corrects.
In 1. 29o, Th. has injure for iniurie, and I think he is right,

though I have let injueie stand ; inigrr is Chaucer's form (Troil.
iii. xoi8), and it suits the scansion better.

In 1. 382, Thynne corrects Unto to Ta; and in 1. 386, has
.Se_,r for ba_ar. In 1. 44L he has syder far ceder. In 1. 5o_,
he has ylyle for _lye, where a letter may have dropped out in E. ;
but seethe note (p. 525). In 1. 59o, his reading to&nyngsuggests
that takning (as in E.)should be lakining or takinning; the line
will then scan. The contracted form taikning occurs, however,
in 1. 232, where the word is less emphatic.

Note further, that in 1.2 z6 the original must have had Phi/ogoney
(see the Note). This appears in the astonishing forms Philologfe
(E._, and Philologee (Th.). Laing prints .P/_legonit, which will

neither scan nor rime, without any hint that he is departing from
his exemplar. All his corrections are made silently, so that one
cannot tell where they occur without reference to the originaL

For further information concerning Robert Henryson, school-
master of Dunfermline, see the preface to David La//ag's edition
of The Poems and Fables of Robert Henryson, Edinburgh, x865 ;
and Morley's English Writers, x89o , vol. vi. p. 25o. He is
supposed to have been born about _425, and to have died
about i5oo, On Sept. _o, x462, the Venerable Master Robert

Henrysone, Licentiate in Arts and Bachelor in Decrees, was in-

corporated or admitted a member of the newly founded university
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of Glasgow; and he is known to have been a notary public.
Perhaps The Testament of Cresseid was written about x46o. It
is a rather mature performance, and is his best l)iece." Perhaps
it is the best piece in the present volume.

§ 49. XVIII. THE CUCKOO AND THE NIGHTINGALE.

Of this piece there are several MSS., which fall into two main
classes: (A)--Ff. (Ff. i. 6, in the Camb. Univ. Library); T.
(Tanner 346); Th. (MS. used by Thynne, closely allied to T.);
and (B)---F. (Faiffax i6), and B. (Bodley 638), which are closely
allied. There is also S. (Selden, B. 24) imperfect, which has
readings of its own 1. Of these groups, A is the better, and MS.
Ff. is, in some respects, the most important. Nevertheless, MS.
Ff. has never been collated hitherto, so that I am able to give
a somewhat improved text. For example, in all former editions
lines 72 and 13 are transposed. In 1. I8O, the reading ]mire (as

in Bell and Morris) is somewhat comic (see the Note). In 1. 2o3,
MS. Ff. restores the true reading ]u't, i.e. hitteth. Bell, by some
accident, omits the stanza in which this word occurs. In vol. i.
P. 39, I took occasion to complain of the riming of now with
rescow-e in 11.228-9, according to Bell. The right reading, how-
ever, is not now, but avow% which rimes well enough. MS. Selden
has a//owe, which Morris follows, though it is clearly inferior and

is unsupported. On the other hand, MS. Selden correctly, and
alone, has /eve in 1. 237; but the confusion between e and o is
endless, so that the false reading loue creates no surprise.

This poem is very interesting, and has deservedly been a
favourite one. It is therefore a great pleasure to me to have
found the author's name. This is given at the end of the poem
in MS. Ff. (the best MS., but hitherto neglected), where we find,
in firm distinct letters, in the same handwriting as the poem itself,
the remark--Explioit Olanvowo. Remembering that the true
title of the poem is 'The Book of Cupid, God of Love_, '
I applied to Dr. Furnivall, asking him if he had met with the
name. He at once referred me to his preface to Hoccleve's

i There is _ copy in MS. Had. 7333, as said by error in vol. i. p. 39.
There is no authority,except Thynne,for the title The Cuckooand the

Nightingale. It has beenrepeatedin all the printededitions,butdoes not
appearin anyMS.



lviii INTRODUCTION.

Works, p. x, where Sir John Clanvowe and Thomas Hoccleve

are both mentioned in the same document (about A.v. i385 .

But Sir John Clanvowe died in x39 x, and therefore could not

have imitated the rifle of Hoccleve's poem, which was not written

till x4o2. Our poet was probably Sir Thomas Clanvowe, con-

cerning whom several particulars are known, and who must. have
been a well-known personage at the courts of Richard II and

Henry IV. We learn from Wylie's Hist. of Henry IV, vol. iii.

p. 26i, that he was one of twenty-five knights who accompanied

John Beaufort (son of John of Gaunt) to Barbary in i39o. This

Sir Thomas favoured the opinions of the Lollards, but was
nevertheless a friend of 'Prince Hal,' at the time when the

prince was still friendly to freethinkers. He seems to have

accompanied the prince in the mountains of Wales ; see Wylie,

as above, iii. 333- In I4Oi , he is mentioned as being one of

' vi Chivalers' in the list of esquires who were summoned to

a council by king Henry IV ; see the Acts of the Privy Council,

ed. Nicolas, temp. Henry IV, p. 162. (It may be noted that Sir
John Clanvowe was a witness, in i385, to the will of the widow

of the Black Prince ; see Testamenta Vetusta, ed. Nicolas.)

§ 50. It now becomes easy to explain the reference to the

queen at Woodstock, which has never yet been accounted for.

The poem begins with the words--' Tke God of .L_el Ah

benedicite,' quoted from Chaucer, the title of the poem being

' The Book of Cupid, God of Lo_e,' as has been said ; and this

title was imitated from Hoccle_e's poem of x4o2. But there was

no queen of England after Henry's accession till Feb. 7, x4o3,

when the king married Joan of Navarre; and it was she who

held as a part of her dower the manor and park of Woodstock ;

see Wylie, as above, ii. 284. Hence the following hypothesis

will suit the facts--namely, that the poem, imitating Chaucer's

manner, and having a title imitated from Hoccleve's poem of

x4o2, was written by Sir Thomas Clanvowe, who held Lollard

opinions _ and was a friend (at one time) of Henry of-Monmouth.

And it was addressed to Joan of Navarre, Henry's stepmother,

queen of England from I4o 3 to i413, who held as a part of her

' In Hereford and th_ far West, not Oldcastle alone, but the Actons,
Cheynes, Clanvowes, Greindors,s.ndmany great gentlemen of birth,had begun
to mell of LoUardyand drink the gall of he2"esy.'--Wylie,Hist. of Henry IV,
_ol. iii. p. a95. Sir T. Clanvowe was alive tn z4o4 (Test. Vet_ta).
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dower the manor of Woodstock. If so, we should expect it to
have been written before April, x4xo, when Thomas Badby, the
Lollard, was executed in the presence of the prince of Wales.
Further, as it was probably written early rather than late in this

period,I should be inclined to date it in x4o3 ; possibly in May,
as it relates so much to the time of spring.

I may add that the Clanvowes were a Herefordshire family,
from the neighbourhood of Wigmore. The only remarkable nor.-
Chaucerian word in the poem is the verb greden, to cry out
(A. S. gr_dan); a word found in many dialects, and used by
Layamon, Robert of Gloucester, Langland, and Hoccleve.

The poem is written in a light and pleasing style, which
Wordsworth has fairly reproduced. The final -e is suppressed in
assay_e (1. 52). The non-Chaucerian rimes are few, viz. gren-e and
sen-eas riming with been (6I-5) , shewing that Clanvowe cut down
those dissyllables to green and seen. And further, the forms
ton and mon are employed, in order to rime with u2hon(8i-5_;
whereas Chaucer only has the form man ; whilst of ran I remember
no example at the end of a line I.

§ 5I. But there is one point about Clanvowe's verse which
renders it, for the fifteenth century, quite unique. In imitating
Chaucer's use of the final -e, he employs this suffix with unprece-
dented freedom, and rather avoids than seeks elision. This gives

quite a distinctive character to his versification, and is very
noticeable when attention has once been drawn to it. If, for

example, we compare it with the Parliament of Foules, which it
most resembles in general character, we find the following results.
If, in the Cuckoo and Nightingale, we observe the first _I lines,

we shall find (even if we omit the example of tiy-e in 1. 4, and all
the examples of final -e at the end of a line) the following clear
examples of its use :--low-e, lyk-e, kard-e, sek-e, hole (twice),
make, knm, wys-e, iOroud-e,grey-e, trew_e, kerr-e, i.e. 13 examples,
besides the 5 examples of final -en in mak-en, bind-en, unbind-en,

bounden, destroy-en. But in the first 2 x lines of the Parliament
of Foules there are ordy u examples of the final -e in the middle

of a line, viz./ust-¢ (x$)._and long-e (2x), whilst of the final -en
there is none. The differ6_ncebetween x8 and 2 must strike even

i The MSS.haveran in C.T., B66t. Man rimeswithcan inParLFoule*,
479, andwith_ in thesame,563.
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the most inexperienced reader, when it is once brought under
his notice. However, it is an extreme case.

Yet again, if the last 2x lines in the Cuckoo be compared with

II. 659-679 of the Parliament (being the last 2x lines, if we

dismiss the roundel and the stanza that follows it), we find in the

former 7 examples of final -e and 2 of -en, or 9 in all, whilst in
Chaucer there are 7 of final -e, and I of -en, or 8 in all ; and this

also happens to be an extreme case in the other direction, owing
to the occurrence in the former poem of the words egle, maple, and

chamlme, which I have not taken into account.

This suggests that, to make sure, we must compare much longer

passages. In the whole of the Cuckoo, I make about x2o such

cases of final -e, and 23 such cases of final -en, or x43 in all. In

a9o lines of the Parliament of Foules, I make about 68 and _9

such cases respectively; or about 87 in all. Now the difference

between I43 and 87 is surely very marked.
The cause of this result is obvious, viz. that Chaucer makes

a more frequent use of elision. In the first 21 lines of the Purl. of

Foules, we find elisions of men', sot', _oak', off (twice), red' (twice),
spek', fasf, radd'; i.e. Io examples ; added to which, Chaucer

has joy(e), love, knoze,e, usage, boke, at the _ura, and suppresses

the e in 7orite (written). But in II. x- x, Cianvowe has (in addition

to/ove, make, lowe, make (twice), gladde at the caesura) only 3

examples of true elision, viz.fressE, tell', and mak' (i5).

And further, we seldom find t_tooexamples of the use of the final

-e in the same line in Chaucer. I do not observe any instance,

in the Pad. of Foules, till we arrive at I. 94 :--' Took rest

that mad-e me to slep-e faste.' But in Clanvowe they are fairly

common. Examples are : Of seke-e folk ful hol-e (7) ; For every

trew-e gentil hert-e free (21 _; That any hert-e shuld-e slepy be (44);

I went-e forth alon-e bold-e-ly (59) ; They coud-e that servyc-e al

by rote t7 I); and the like. In I. 73, we have even tkree examples

in one line; Some song-e loud-e, as they hadd-e playned. From

all of which it appears that the critics who have assigned the

Cuckoo to Chaucer have taken no pains whatever to check their

opinion by any sort of analysis. They have trusted to their own
mere opinion, without looking the facts in the face.

§ 52. I will point out yet one more very striking difference.
We know that Chaucer sometimes employs headless lines, such

as: Twenty bdkes _thisb_ddcs h_cd. But he does so sparingly,
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especially in his Minor Poems. But in the Cuckoo, they are not
uncommon; see, e. g. lines x6, 5o, 72, ioo, x16, x18, 146 , x52, i 53.

i54 , i55 , 156 , 157. i58 , I6i, 166, 205, 232 , 242, 252, 26i, 265,

268. It is true that, in Morris's edition, lines 72, 146, x53, x6x,

and 2o5 are slightly altered ; but in no case can I find that the

alteration is authorised. And even then, this does not get rid of

the five consecutive examples in 11. i54-158 , which cannot be
explained away. Once more, I repeat, the critics have failed to

use their powers of observation.

I think the poem may still be admired, even if it be allowed that

Clanvowe wrote it some three years after Chaucer's death.

§ 53. At any rate, it was admired by so good a judge of poetry

as John Milton, who of course possessed a copy of it in the volume

which was so pleasantly called ' The Works of Chaucer.' That

his famous sonnet 'To the Nightingale' owed something to Clan-
vowe, I cannot doubt. ' Thou with fresh hope the lover's heart

dost fill 'is, in part, the older poet's theme ; see 11.x-3o , 149-x55 ,

191-192. Even his first line reminds one of 11. 77, 288. If
Milton writes of May, so does Clanvowe ; see 11. 2o, 23, 34, 55,

70, 230 , 235 , 242 ; note especially 1. 230. But the real point of
contact is in the lines--

,Thy liquid notes that close the eye of day,
First heard before the shallow cuckoo's bill,
Portend success in love ...

Now timely sing, ere the rude bird of hate
Foretell my hopeless doom in some grove nigh;
As thou fi'om year to year hast sung too late
For my relief, yet hadst no reason why :
Whether the Muse or Love call thee hh mater
Both them I serve, and of their train am I.'

With which compare :--
' That it were good to here the nightingale
Rather than the Iewde cukkow singe' : (49).

' A iitel hast thou been to longe hanne ;
For here hath been the lew[e_de cukkow,
And songen songes rather than hast thou': (to2).

' Ye, quod she, and be thou not amayed,
Though thou have herd the cukkow er than me.
For, if I live, it shal amended be
The nexte Ma_,,if I be not affrayed' : (232).

'And I wol sin_e oon of my songes newe
For love of thee, as loude as I may crye': (247).

' For in this worlde is noon so [_ood servyse
To every wight that gentil is of kinde': (x49).
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§ 54. XIX. ENvoY TO ALISON.

This piece has always hitherto been printed witlwu/any titk,

and is made to follow The Cuckoo and the Nightingale, as if
there were some sort of connection between them. This is

probably because it happens to follow that poem in the Fairfax

and Tanner MSS., and probably did so in the MS. used by
Thynne, which has a striking resemblance to the Tanner MS.

However, the poem is entirely absent from the Cambridge, Selden,

and Bodley MSS., proving that there is no connection with

the preceding poem, from which it differs very widely in style, in
language, and in metre.

I call it an Envoy to Alison. For first, it is an Envoy 1, as it

refers to the author's ' lewd book,' which it recommends to a lady.

What the book is, no one can say ; but it may safely be con-

jectured that it was of no great value. And secondly, the lady's

name was Alison, as shewn by the acrostic in lines 22-27 ; and
the author has recourse to almost ludicrous efforts, in order to
secure the first four letters of the name.

Briefly, it is a very poor piece ; and my chief object in reprinting
it is to shew how unworthy it is of Clanvowe, not to mention

Chaucer. We have no right even to assign it to Lydgate. And

its date may be later than x45o.

§ 55" XX. THE FLOWER AND THE LEAF.

This piece many ' critics' would assign to Chaucer, merely

because they like it. This may be sentiment, but it is not
criticism ; and, after all, a desire to arrive at the truth should be

of more weight with us than indulgence in ignorant credulity.

It is of some consequence to learn, first of all, that it is hardly
possible to separate this piece from the next. The authoress of

one was the authoress of the other. That The Assembly of

Ladies is longer and duller, and has not held its own in popular

estimation, is no sound argument to the contrary ; for it is only

partially true. Between the first eleven stanzas of the Assembly

and the first eleven stanzas of the present poem, there is a strong
general resemblance, and not much to choose. Other stanzas

Perhaps, more strictly, a. dedication, the true envoy ¢9.nshting of the lag
six lines only. But it is no great matter.
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of the Assembly that are well up to the standard of the Flower
will be found in lines 456-49 o, 51x-539. The reason of the
general inferiority of the Assembly lies chiefly in the choice of
the subject ; it was meant to interest some medieval household.
but it gave small scope for retaining the reader's attention, and
must be held to be a failure.

The links connecting these poems are so numerous that I must

begin by asking the reader to let me denote The Flower and the
Leaf by the letter $' (= Flower), and The Assembly of Ladies by
the letter A (= Assembly).

The first point is that (with the sole exception of the Nutbrown
Maid) no English poems exist, as far as I remember, written
previously to I5oo, and purporting to be written by a woman.
In the ease of F. and A., this is assumed throughout. When the
author of F. salutes a certain fair lady, the lady replies--' My
dougMer, gramercy ' ; 462. And again she says, 'My fair dougMer ';
467, $oo, 547- The author of A. says she was one of five ladies ;
5-7, 407. Again, she was a woman ; 18. The author of A. and
some other ladies salute Lady Countenance, who in reply says
' fair sisters '; 37o. Again, she and others salute a lady-chamber-
lain, who replies by calling them ' sisters ' ; 450 ; &c.

The poem A. is supposed to be an account of a dream, told
by the authoress to a gentleman; with the exception of this
gentleman, all the characters of the poem are ladies ; and hence
its title. The poem F. is not quite so exclusive, but it comes
very near it; all the principal characters are ladies, and the chief
personages are queens, viz. the queen of the Leaf and the queen
of the Flower. The 'world of ladies' in 1. _37 take precedence
of the Nine Worthies, who were merely men. A recognition of
this fact makes the whole poem much clearer.

But the most characteristic thing is the continual reference
to colours, dresses, ornaments, and decorations. In F., we have

descriptions of, or references to, white surcoats, velvet, seams,
emeralds, purfils, colours, sleeves, trains, pearls, diamonds, a fret
of gold, chaplets of leaves, chaplets of woodbine, chaplets of
ognus.castus, a crown of gold, thundering trumpets, the treasury
of Prester John, white elo_s, chaplets of oak, banners of Tartary-
silk, more pearls, collaxs, escutcheons, kings-of-arms, cloaks of
white cloth, crowns set with pearls, rubies, sapphires, and diamonds.

Then there is a company all clad in one suit (or livery) ; heralds
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and poursuivants, more chaplets and escutcheons, men in ,armour

with cloth of gold and horse-trappings, with bosses on their bridles
and peitrels--it is surely needless to go on, though we have only
arrived at 1. 246.

In A., we have much the same sort of thing all over again,

though it does not set in before 1. 83 . Then we meet with

blue colours, an embroidered gown, and a purfil with a device.
After a respite, we begin again at 1. zo6--' Her gown was blue' ;

and the lady wore a French motto. Diligence tells the authoress

that she looks well in her new blue gown (z59). At 1. 305, there

is another blue gown, furred with gray, with a motto on the sleeve ;

and there are plenty more mottoes to follow. At 1. 45 x we come

to a paved floor, and walls made of beryl and crystal, engraved

with stories ; next, a well-apparelled chair or throne, on five stages,

wrought of 'cassidony,' with four pommels of gold, and set with

sapphires ; a cloth of estate, wrought with the needle (486) ; cloth
of gold (52x); a blue gown, with sleeves wrought tabard-wise, of

which the collar and the vent (slit in front of the neck) are
described as being like ermine ; it was couched with great pearls,

powdered with diamonds, and had sleeves and purfils; then we

come to rubies, enamel, a great balas-ruby, and more of the same

kind. Again, it is useless to go further. Surely these descriptions
of seams, and collars, and sleeves, are due to a woman.

The likeness comes out remarkably in two parallel stanzas.

One of them is from F. x48, and the other from A. 5a6,

'As grete perles, round and orient)
Diamondes fyne and rubies rede,
And many another stoon, of which I want
The names now; and everich on her hede
A riche fret of gold, which, without drede,
Was ful of statly fiche stones set;
And every lady had a chapeleg' &c.

'After a sort the coller and the vent,
Lyk as ermyae is mad in purfeliag;
With grete perles, ful fyne and orient,
They were couched, al after oon worching,
With dyamonds in stede of powdering;
The slev_ and purlilles of assyse ;
They were y-mad [full lyke, in every wyse.'

I wonder which the reader prefers ; for myself, I have really
no choice.
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For I do not see how to choose between such lines as these

following :-

And on I put my gere and myn array; F. 26.
That ye wold help me on with myn aray ; A. 24L
or, So than I dressed me in myn aray; A. 253.
As grete perles, round and orient; F. I48.
With grete perles, ful fyne and orient; A. 528.
And forth they yede togider, twain and twain; F. 295.
See how they come togider, twain and twain; A. 35o.
So long. alas! and, if that it you plese
To go with me, I shal do yow the ese ; F. 391.
And see, what I can do you for to plese,
I am redy, that may be to your ese; A. 447-
I think you now, in my most humble wyse; F. 567.
We thanked her in our most humble wyse ; A. 7_9.

Besides these striking coincidences in whole lines, there are

a large number of phrases and endings of lines that are common
to the two poems; such as--/he" s_ringing of the day, F. 25,

2x8 ; V_hich, as me ttwugM, F. 36, A. 50; wtl y-wrought,

F. 49, A. I65 ; 'by mesure, F. 58, A. 8x ; f you ensure, F. 60,

287, A. 52, x99; in this wyse, F. 98, A. 589; I sat me deun,

F. xx8, A. 77J oona_oon,,F, x44_ A. 368,543, 7xo; byandby,

F. 59, x46, A. 87 ; wittwuten fail, F. 369, A. 567, 646; herself

aloon, F. 458, A. 84 ; fuldemum, F. 459, A. 82 ; to_utin wryting,

F. 589, A. 664 ; and others that are printed out in the Notes.
Very characteristic of female authorship is the remark that the

ladies vied with each other as to which looked the best; a remark

which occurs in both poems ; see F. ] 88, A. 384.
A constructioncommon toboth poems isthe use of verywith

an adjective,a constructionused by Lydgate_but notby Chaucer ;

examples are wry re_, F. 35; very good, F. xo, 3x5; very round,
A. 479-

It is tedious to enumerate how much these poems have in

common. They open in a similar way, F. with the description

of a grove, A. with the description of a garden with a maze. In

the eighth stanza of F., we come to c a berber that benched was ' ;
and in the seventh stan_ of A. we come to a similar 'herber,

mad with benches' ;. both from The Legend of Good Women.

In F., the authoress hagt_" waking vision of ' a world of ladies'
(t37); in A. she sees in a dream the 'assembly of ladies.' In

both, she sees an abundance of dresses, and gems, and bright

colours. Both introduce several scraps of French. In both, the
*** e

S * S S
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authoress has interviews with allegorical or visionary personages,
who address her either as daughter or sister. I have little doubt
that the careful reader will discover more points of resemblance
for himself.

§ 56. The chief appreciable difference between the two poems
is that F. was probably written considerably earlier than A. This
appears from the more frequent use of the final -e, which the
authoress occasionally uses as an archaic embellishment, though
she frequently forgets all about it for many stanzas together. In
the former poem (F.) there seem to be about 5° examples, whilst
in the latter /A.) there are hardly xo t. In almost every case,
it is correctly used, owing, no doubt, to tradition or to
a perusal of older poetry. The most important cases are the
abundant ones in which a final e is omitted where Chaucer would

inevitably have inserted it. For example, such a line as
F. x95mFrom the same grove, whe/e the ladyes come out-
would become, in Chaucer--From the sam-i_ grov-/_ wher the
ladyes come out--giving at least twelve syllables in the line.
The examples of the omission of"final -e, where such omission
makes a difference to the scansion, are not very numerous,
because many such come before a vowel (where they might be
elided) or at the caesura (where they might be tolerated). Still
we may note such a case as green in 1. xo9 where Chaucer would
have written gren-e, giving a fresh gren4/aurer-tree, to the ruin
of the scansion. Similar offences against Chaucer's usage are
herd for herd% z28 (eft x9x); s_eE for s_ek% i4o ; al forall-e,
plural, 165; siKM for sigM% z74 ; lyffor lyz_e, I82j sam' for
sam-e, x95 ; the tenth for the tenth-e, 203 ; gret for gret-e, plural,
2z4, 2z5 ; red for red_, 242 ; the worst for the wurst'e, z55 ; yea_
for yed-e, 295, 3ox ; fast for #st-e, 304; rejoice for rejoy-ce, 313;
no_e for noise, 353 ; sonn'.for sen-he, 355, 4o8 ; Mr fresh for Air

fres-she, 357 ; loft for/aft-e, pt. L, 364 ; their greet for _'r gret-e,
377 ; rich for seX-e, 4xo ; about for about-e, 4Ii ; to SOil2# for to
sou#.e, 417 ; w:'t]wut for ea't/wut-e, 423, 549 ; t_/tO01 for the twl.e,
437 ; to hnow for to hn.ow-e,453; 2_ast for _ass-e.de or_ast-e, 465;

21fyfair for 2tryfair-e, vocative, '467, 500 ; to tel for to tall-e, 495 ;
nan(e) for nyn% 502 ; imagfn',e) for imagqn-en, 525 ; they kst for

t HenceF. 48, ' As gret-eperl-es,roundand orteni,'reappearsin A. 528
withoutthe final-t, in theform: ' Withgret'perlds,fu/fyne and orient.'
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tkty last-e, 562 ; thy rud(e) for thy rude, 595. Those who believe

that The Flower and the Leaf was written by Chaucer will have

to expla, in away every one of these cases ; and when they have
done so, there is more to be said.

§ 57. For it is well known that such a word as _eeetly (96) was

trisyllabic, as swet_-ly, in Chaucer ; C. T., A 22 i. Similarly, our

authoress has trewly for trew-e-ly t, i3 o ; ricMy for rt_'h-e-/y, 169 ;

woodMnd for wod-e-bind-e, 485. Similar is ointments for oin-e-ments,
409 . And, moreover, our authoress differs from Chaucer as to

other points of grammar. Thus she has Forshronk as a strong

pp., 358, which ought to beforshronk_n orforskronk-e. Still more

marked is her use of rood as the plural of the past tense, 449,

454, where Chaucer has rid-en : and her use of began as a plural,

385, where Chaucer has bigonn-e. Can these things be explained
away also ? If so, there is more to be said.

§ 58. All the above examples have been made out, without so

much as looking at the rimes. But the rimes are much harder

to explain away, where they differ from Chaucer's. Here are

a few specimens.

t>as-se rimes with was, 27; so it must have been cut down to

2Oas/ Similarly, htw-e has become hew; for it rimes with grew,

sing., 32. St_M-e has become sight, to rime with wigM, 37.
Brought should rather be braught-e, but it rimes with wrought, 48.

Similar difficulties occur in i_eyn (for 2Oeyn-e), r. w. s_.yn (62) ; syd'

for ryd-e, r.w. es2Oy'dfor es2Oy-ed, 72 ; eet, r. w. _meet for ewet-e, 90 ;

twt' for not-e, r.w. sot, 99; buMly, r.w. as2Oy' for as#y-e, xo6;

#rewly, r. w. arraanj_ for at'many-e, t3o ; orient (oriant ?), r. w. want

for want-t, I48 .; 2Oerson for/erson_, r.w. eoerichan, I67. It is
tedious to go on ; let the critic finish the list, if he knows how to

do it. If not, let him be humble. For there is more to come.

§ 59. Besides the grammar, there is yet the pronunciation to

be considered; and here comes in the greatest difficulty of all.

For, in ll. 86-89, we have the unusual rime of tree and be with

_re@. This so staggered Dr. Morris, that he was induced to

print the last word as pretik ; which raises the difficulty without

explaining it. For the explanation, the reader should consult the

excellent dissertation b$ Dr. Curtis on The Romance of Clariodus

! The examples oftremly in Book Duch. Ixxt, II5I , are doubtful. Itis
a slippery poem to scan. Elsewhere, we find trctv-¢-ly.

e2
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(Halle, i894), p. 56, § x87. He remarks that a rime of this
character gives evidence of the transition of M. E. long close e to
(Italian) long i[as in the change from A. S. mg to rood. E. me], and
adds: 'this change became general in the fifteenth century, but had
begun in some dialects at an earlier date.' Its occurrence in the
present poem is a strong indication that it is later than the year
_4oo, and effectually disposes of any supposed connection with
Midland poems of the fourteenth century.

Both poems are remarkably free from classical allusions and
from references to such medieval authors as are freely quoted by
Chaucer. There is nothing to shew that the authoress was
acquainted with Latin, though she knew French, especially the
French of songs and mottoes.

The Flower and the Leaf is chiefly famous for having been
versified by Dryden. The version is a free one, in a manner all
his own, and is finer than the original, which can hardly be said
of his 'versions' of Palamon and Arcite and The Cock and

the Fox. It is doubtless from this version that many critics
•have formed exaggerated ideas of the poem's value; otherwise,
it is difficult to understand for what reasons it was considered

worthy of so great a master as Geoffrey Chaucer.
§ 6o. It will be seen, from the Notes, that the authoress was

well acquainted with the Prologue to The Legend of GoodWomen;
and it can hardly be questioned that she took the main idea of
the poem from that source, especially 11.x88-x94 of the later text.
At the same time she was well acquainted with Gower's lines on
the same subject, in the Conf. Amantis, iii. 357, 358 ; see vol. iii.
pp. xlii, 297. Gower has :--

' Me thoughte I sigh to-fore myn hede
Cupide with his bowe bent,
And like unto a parlement
Which were ordeiued for the nones,
With him cam al the world atones t

Of gentil folk, that whylom were
Lovers; I sigh hem alle there...
Her hedes kempt, and therapon
Garlondes, nought of o colour,
Some of the Lefe, some of the Flour, i

And some of grete perles were. s . ..

F. and L. x54-I38, s F. andL. xsI-x58, 333. s F. and L. x48, aa4.
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So loude that on every syde
It thoughte as al the heven cryde_
In such accorde and suehe a soun
Of bombard and of elarioun...
So glad a noise for to here.
The grene Leef is overthrowe_...
Despuiled is the somer fare,' &c. (p. 371).

§ 6I. XX.I. THE ASSEMBLY OF LXI)IES.

This has already been discussed, in some measure, in consider-

ing the preceding poem. Both pieces were written by the same
authoress; but the former is the more sprightly and probably
the earlier. With the exception of the unusual rime of tree with

/retily (discussed above), nearly all the peculiarities of the pre-

ceding poem occur here also. The Chaucerian final -e appears
now and then, as in commaund-e (probably plural), 2o 3 ; red-e,

2x5; countenance, 295 ; 2ben-he [or else seyd-e], 307; chayr_e,

476; take, 565; trouth-e, 647 ; li_e, 672; seine (pr. s. subj.),

696. But it is usually dropped, as in The fresh for Thefres-she,

u; &c. In 1. II, Thynne printsfantasyse forfantasyes; for it

obviously rimes with gyse (monosyllabic) ; el. 533-535. //'ewe and
new-e are cut down to hew and new, to rime with knew, 67. Bold

rimes with told, clipped form of gold, e, 94 ; and so on. So, again,
trewly appears in place of Chaucer's trew-e-ly, 488. It is need-

less to pursue the subject.
The description of the maze and the arbour, in II. u9-7o , is

good. Another pleasing passage is that contained in ll. 449-497 ;
and the description of a lady's dress in 11. 5x9-539. As for the

lady herself--
' It was a world to loke on her visage.'

There is a most characteristic touch of a female writer in

lines 253-254 :--

' So than I dressed me in myn aray,
And asked her, whether it were zvel or no?'

To attribute such a question as 'how will my dress do' to
a male writer is a little too dramatic for a mere narrative poem.

The two MSS. have now been collated for the first time and

afford some important¢orrections, of which 1.6 x presents remark-
able instances. MS. Addit. 3436o is of some value.

* F. and L. 19a, T93. " Cf. F. and L. 358-$64..
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§ 6_. A considerable part of The Assembly of Ladies that is now

of little interest may have been much appreciated at the time, as

having reference to the ordering of a large medieval household,
with its chambers, parlours, bay-windows, and galleries, carefully

kept in good order by the various officers and servants ; such as

Perseverance the usher, Countenance the porter, Discretion the

chief purveyor, Acquaintance the harbinger, Largesse the steward,
Bel-cheer the marshal of the hall, Remembrance the chamberlain,

and the rest. The authoress must have been perfectly familiar

with spectacles and pageants and all the amusements of the

court ; but she was too humble to aspire to wear a motto.

' And for my "word," ][ have. non ; this is trew.
It is ynough that my clothing be blew
As here-before I had ¢ommaundement;
And so to do 1 am right wel content'; A. 312.

We must not forget that the period of the Wars of the Roses,

especially from x455 to i47 I, was one during which the com-

position of these poems was hardly possible. It is obviously very

difficult to assign a date to them ; perhaps they may be referred

to the last quarter of the fifteenth century. We must not put
them too late, because The Assembly exists in MSS. that seem

to be as old as that period.

§ 63. XXII. A GOODLY BALADE.

For this poem there is but one authority, viz. Thynne's edition

of I53_. He calls it 'A goodly halade of Chaucer'; but it is

manifestly Lydgate's. Moreover, it is really a triple Balade, with

an Envoy, on the model of Chaucer's Fortune and Compleynt
of Venus ; only it has seven-line stanzas instead of stanzas of eight

lines. An inspection of Thynne's volume shews that it was

inserted to fill a gap, viz. a blank page at the back of the con-
cluding lines of The Legend of Good Women, so that the trans-

lation of Boethius might commence on a new leaf.
It is obvious that the third stanza of the second Balade was

missing in Thynne's MS. He did not leave it out for lack of

space ; for there is plenty of room on his page.

That it is not Chaucefs appears from the first Balade, where the

use of the monosyllables shal and smal in II. 8 and xo necessitates

the use of the clipped forms al for al-k, eal for eal-le, at#al for
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apal-le, and _Jal for befal-/e. Moreover, the whole style of it
suggests Lydgate, and does not suggest Chaucer.

The sixth stanza probably began with the letter D; in which
case, the initial letters of the stanzas give us .M, _ M; D, .D, 29 ;
._, C, Q. And, as it was evidently addressed to a lady named
Margaret (see the Notes_, we seem to see here Margaret, Dame

Jacques. The name of Robert Jacques occurs in the Writs of
Parliament; Bardsley's English Surnames, 2nd ed., "p. 565 . Of
course this is a guess which it is easy to deride; but it is very
difficult to account otherwise for the introduction of the letters

dr, C, Q in the third Balade; yet it wa_ evidently inten-
tional, for much force was employed to achieve the result.
To make the firststanza begin within, recourse is had to French ;
and the other two stanzas both begin with inverted clauses.

§ 64. XXIII. Go FORTr_, KINO.

I give this from Thynne's first edition ; but add the Latin lines
from the copy printed in Schick's edition of The Temple of Glas,
at p. 68. His text is from that printed by Wynken de Worde
about x498, collated with the second and third prints from the
same press at somewhat later dates, and a still later copy printed
by Berthelet.

The only difference between Thyrme's text and that given by
Schiek is that Wynken de Worde printed ar in the last line where
Thynne .has printed _¢. Schick also notes that ' the Chaucer-
Prints of x56x and x598 omit thou' in 1. 9 ; and I find that it is
also omitted in the third edition (undated, about x55o). But
it occurs in the edition of x532, all the same ; shewing that the
later reprints cannot always be relied upon.

I have already said (vol. i. p. 40)--' Surely it must be Lydgate's.'
For it exhibits his love for ' catalogues,' and presents his peculiar-
ities of metre. Dr. Schick agrees with this ascription, and points
out that its appearance in the four prints above-mentioned, in
all of which it is annexed to Lydgate's Temple of Glas, tends
to strengthen my stipposition. I think this may be taken as

removing all doubt on _$hesubject.
§ 65. I beg leave to quote here Schiek's excellent remarks upon

the poem itsell.
'There ale similar,pieces to these _'m .4_siones in earlier
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English literature (see ten Brink, Geschichte der englischen Lite-
ratur, i. 268, and note)2 The "twelf un]_awas" existed also in
Old-English ; a homily on them is printed in Morris, Old Eng.
Homilies, pp. xoH 19.. It is based on the Latin Homily "De
otto viciis et de duodecim abusivis huius saeculi," attributed to

St. Cyprian or St. Patrick; see Dietrich in Niedner's Zeitsckrift
)q_r historiscke Theologic, x855 , p. 518; Wanley's Catalogus,
passim (el. the Index sub vote Patrick). In the Middle-English
period we meet again with more or less of these "Abusions";
see Morris, Old Eng. Miscellany, p. x85 (xI Abusions) ; Fumivall,
Early Eng. Poems, Berlin, x862 (Phil. Soc.), p. z6x ; "Five Evil
Things," Wright and Halliwell, Reliquiae An_'quae, i. 316, and
ii. I4.'

§ 66. XXIV. THE COURT OF LOVE.

This piece was first printed by Stowe in 156 I. Stowe happened
to have access to a MS. which was really a miscellaneous collection
of Middle-English pieces of various dates ; and he proceeded to
print them as being ' eertaine workes of Geffray Chauser,' without
paying any regard to their contents or style. In vol. i. pp. 33, 34,
I give a list of his additions, numbered 42-6o _. By good fortune,
the very MS. in question is now in Trinity College Library,
marked R. 3. 79. We ean_ thus tell that he was indebted to
it for the pieces numbered 46, 47, 48, 49, 5° , 57, 53, 54, 55, 56 ,
and 59. These eleven pieces are all alike remarkable for being
non-Chaueerian ; indeed, no. 56 is certainly Lydgate's. But it has
so happened that no. 59, or The Court of Love, being the best of
these pieces, was on that account ' attributed ' to Chaucer, whilst
the others were unhesitatingly rejected. And it happened on this
wise.

§ 67. After Tyrwhitt had edited the Canterbury Tales afresh,
it occurred to him to compile a Glossary. He rightly reasoned
that the Glossary would be strengthened and made more correct
if he included in it all the harder words found in the who/e

of Chaueer's Works, instead of limiting the vocabulary to words

I Seethe Eugllshtranslationin Bohu'sLibrary,i. =x4.
s A pieceentitled' De DuodecimAlmsivis'is one of threepi__ec___appended

to ._lfric'sLivesofthe Saintsin MS.JuliusE. 7.
No. 61 is The$torieof Thebes,which heof courseknewto beLydgate's;

he addsit after the note--' ThusendeththeworkesofGtJ_'ayChaucer.'
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which occur in the Canterbury Tales only. For this purpose, he
proceeded to draw up a List of what he conceived to be Chaucer's
genuine works ; and we must remember that the only process open
to him was to consider all the old editions, and reject such as he
conceived to be spurious. Hence his List is not really a list
of genuine works, but one made by striking out from all previous
lists the works which he knew to be spurious. A moment's
reflection will show that this is a very different thing.

Considering that he had only his own acumen to guide him,
and had no access to linguistic or grammatical tests, still less
to tests derived from an examination of rimes or phonology,
it is wonderful how well he did his work. In the matter of

rejection, he did not make a single mistake. His first revision
was made by considering only the pieces numbered x-4x, in
theflrst part of Stowe's print (see vol. i. pp. 31-33); and he
struck out the following, on the express ground that they were
kntnvn to har_ been written by other authors; viz. nos. 4, xx, i3,

25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 33, and 40 _.
Then he went over the list again, and struck out, on internal

evidence, nos. I5, x8, 2x, 22, and 32 _.
Truly, here was a noble beginning ! The only non-Chaucerian

pieces which he failed to reject explicitly, among nos. t-4I, were
the following, viz. 6 (A Goodly Balade of Chaucer), x7 (The
Complaint of the Black Knight), 2o (The Testament of Love), 3t

; (The Cuckoo and the Nightingale), 38 (Go forth, King), and 4I
(A Balade in Praise of Chaucer). Of course he rejected the last
of these, but it was not worth his while to say so ; and, in the
same way, he tacitly rejected or ignored nos. 6, 3o, and 38.
Hence it was that nos. 6, 3° , 38 , and 4I did not appear in
Moxon's Chaucer, and even no. 32 was carefully excluded.
In his final list, out of nos. I-4I , Tyrwhitt actually gut rid of all

but nos. x7, 20, and 3 x (The Black Knight, The Testament
of Love, and The Cuckoo).

_._ As to the remaining articles, he accepted, among the longer
pieces, nos. 59, 62, and 63, i.e. The Court of Love, Chaucer's

"_ Dream, and The Flower and the Leaf; to which he added nos.

_ At the sam_ time he struck out no. b6 (p. 34), as being by Lydgate.
s Ia Moxon'sChaucer,whichprofessedto acceptTyrwhitt'scanon,thispiece

wasomitted; butit wasrevivedoncemorebyBelL
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42, 43, and 60 (as to which there is no doubt), and also the

Virelai (no. 5o), on the slippery ground that it is a virelai (which,
strictly speaking, it is not).

§ 68. One result of his investigations was that an edition

of Chaucer was published by Moxon (my copy is dated x855),

in which all the poems were included which Tyrwhitt accepted,

followed by Tyrwhitt's Account of the Works of Chaucer.
Owing to the popularity of this edition, many scholars accepted

the poems contained in it as being certainly genuine ; but it is

obvious that this "was a very risky thing to do, in the absence

of external evidence ; especially when it is remembered that Tyr-

whitt merely wanted to illustrate his glossary to the Canterbury

Tales by adding words from other texts. The idea of drawing up
a canon by the process of striking out from luxuriant lists the

names of pieces that are obviously spurious, is one that should

never have found acceptance.

§ 69. There is only one correct method of drawing up a canon

of genuine works, viz. that adopted by Mr. Henry Bradshaw, for-

merly our Cambridge University Librarian. It is simple enough,

viz. to take a clean sheet of paper, and enter upon it, first of all,

the names of all the pieces that are admktedly genuine ; and then

to see ff it can fairly be augmented by adding such pieces as have

reasonable evidence in their favour. In m_kinga list of this char-
acter, The Court of Love has no claim to be considered at all, as I

fully proved about twenty years ago 1 ; and there is an end of the
matter. The MS. copy is in a hand of the sixteenth century',

and there is no internal evidence to suggest an earlier date.

§ 7o. Our task is to determine what it re_ly is, and what can
be made of it as it stands. We learn from the author that he

See The Atheneeum,Nov. 4, z876; The Academy, June 3, x878; Aug.
3, 1878-

* My remark upon the Trinity MS. in voLi. p. 56, that ' most of the pieces
are in a handwritingof a later date ['than x463], not far from I5oo,' does not
apply to The Courtof Love. This poem, together with two poems by Lydgate,
fills partof a quireof twenty.four leaves nsar t/_eend of the MS., of which the
seventecmthhas beencut out and the last three areblank; and this quire is quite
distinct from the rest as rcgmds the date of the writing, which is considerably

"- later than xsoo , and exhibits a marked change. There are two [acuz_ in the
poem, one after LIo2J, and anotherafter L x3x6; probably six stanzasare lost
in each case, owing to the loa of the two corresponding leaves in the original
from which the existing copy was made.
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was 'a clerk of Cambridge' (913), which we may readily accept.
Beyond this, there is nothing but internal evidence ; but of this
there is much. That our' clerk' had read Ovid and Maximian
appears from the Notes ; he even seems to have imbibed some-

thing of ' the new learning,' as he makes up the names Philo-
genet and Philo-bone by help of a Greek adjective _. Dr. Schick
has made it clear that he was well acquainted with Lydgate's
Temple of Gins, which he imitates freely ; see Schick's edition
of that poem, p. cxxix. Mr. J. T. T. Brown, in his criticism on
' The Authorship of the K.ingis Quair,' Glasgow, 1896, draws
many parallels between The Court of Love and The Kingis Quair,
and concludes that The Kingis Quair was indebted to The Court
of Love ; but it is tolerably certain that the indebtedness was in

the other direction. For, in The Kingis Quair, some knowledge
of the true use of Chaucer's final -e is still exhibited, even in
a Northern poem, whilst in The Court of Love, it is almostt

i altogether dead, though the poem is in the Midland dialect.

I shall presently shew that our clerk, whilst very nearly ignoring
the final -e, occasionally employs the final -en ; but this he does
in a way which clearly shews that he did not understand when to
use it aright, a fact which is highly significant.

I am much indebted to my friend Professor Hales for pointing
out another very cogent argument. He draws attention to the

_, numerous instances in which the author of The Court of Love

fails to end a stanza with a stop. There is no stop, for example,

l at the end of 1L x4, 567, 672, 693, 7oo, 763, 826, 1o64, x288;• and only a slight pause at the end of U. 28, 49, 7o, 84, x89, 23x,
._ 259 , _8o, 37 I, 406, 4_7, &c. In Chaucefs Parlement of Foules,

on the other hand, there is but one stanza without a stop at the
end, viz. at h 28o; and but one with a slight pause, viz. at 1. x54.
The difference between these results is very marked, and would
convince any mathematician. I should like to add that the same

_ test disposes of the claims of The Flower and the I.#.af to be con-

sidered as Chaucer's; it has no stop at the end of II. 7, 70, x54,
x6i, i96 , z3i , 28o, 3o8_ 39_, 476, and has mere commas at the
end of II. 28, 49, 56, 98, H9, 2z4, _59, 3z9, 336, &c. In the
Assembly of Ladies this departure from Chaucefs usage has been

I I doubt if specu]at$.'onas to the pouible meaningof these names will
reallyhelpus,
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nearly abandoned, which is one reason why that piece is in a less
lively style.

§ 7i. The sole MS. copy of The Court of Love belongs to the
sixteenth century, and there is nothing to shew that the poem
itself was of earlier date. Indeed, the language of it is remarkably
like that of the former half of that century. If it be compared
with Sackville's famous 'Induction,' the metrical form of the
stanzas is much the same ; there is the same smoothness of
rhythm and frequent modernness of form, quite different from the
halting lines of Lydgate and Hawes. This raises a suggestion
that the author may have learnt his metre from Scottish authors,
such as Henryson and Dunbar; and it is surprising to find him
employing such words as celsilude and _Oulcri_ude, and even
riming them together, precisely as Dunbar did (ll. 6x i-6r3, and the
note). One wonders where he learnt to use such words, if not
from Scottish authors. Curiously enough, a single instance of the
use of a Northern inflexion occurs in'the phrase me tAynkes, 874-
And I admit the certainty that he consulted The Kingis Quair.

I have no space to discuss the matter at length ; so shall
content myself with saying that the impression produced upon me
is that we have here the work of one of the heralds of the Eliza-

bethan poetry, of the class to which belonged Nicholas Grimoald,
Thomas Sackville, Lord Surrey, Lord Vaux, and Sir Francis
Bryan. There must have been much fairly good poetry in the
time of Henry VIII that is lost to us. Tottell's Miscellany
clearly shews this, as it is a mere selection of short pieces, which
very nearly perished; but for this fortunate relic, we should not
have known much about Wyat and Surrey. SackviUe, when at
Cambridge, acquired some distinction for Latin and English verse,
but we possess none of it. However, Sackville was not the author
of The Court of Love, seeing that it was published in a ' Chaucer'
collection in I$6L long before his death.

The fact that our clerk was well acquainted with so many
pieces by Chaucer, such as The Knight's Tale, the Complaint
of Pity, The Legend of Good Women, Troiltrs, and Anelida,
besides giving us reminiscences of The Letter of Cupid, and
(perhaps) of The Cuckoo and Nightingale, raises the suspicion
that he had access to Thynne's edition of x552 ; and it is quite
possible that this very book inspired him for his effort. This

suspicion becomes almost a certainty if it be true that II. 495-496
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are borrowed from Rom. Rose, 2819-20 ; see note at p. 545.
I can find no reason for dating the poem earlier than that year.

§ 72. However this may be, the chief point to notice is that
his archaisms are affectations and not natural. He frequently
dispenses with them altogether for whole stanzas at a time. When
they occur, they are such as he found in Chaucer abundantly;
I refer to such phrases as/-_L¢ or y-wis; as blyve; the use of ich
for I (66x) ; besycure (36) ; gan me dresse (x13 ; cf. C. T., G x27x) ;
by the feitk I shall to god (x3x ; el. Troil. iii. I649 ) ; and many
more. He rarely uses the prefix i- or y- with the pp. ; we find

y-born (976), y-formed (II76), y-heried (592), y-sped (977), all in
Chaucer; besides these, I only note y-fed (975), y-ravisshed
(x53), y-sto_e (28I), the last being used in the sense of Chaueer's
sto_e. The most remarkable point is the almost total absence of
the final -e; I only observe Itis len-_ body (1257) ; to serve (909) ;
to dred-e (603) ; and in tkilk4 _lace (642) ; the last of which is
a phrase (cf. R. R. 660). On the other hand, whilst thus abstaining
from the use of the final -e, he makes large use of the longer
and less usual suffix -en, which he employs with much skill to
heighten the archaic effect. Thus we find the past participles
kolden, 62; growen, x82 ; yaven or yeven, 742 ; sha_en, 8x6,
x354; blewen, x24o; the gerunds writen, 35; dressen, x79 ;
byden, 32i ; semen, 607 ; seken, 838; worsh#l#en, 1x65, and a few
others ; the infinitives mahen, 8I ; byden, x89 ; quyten, 327, &c.,

this being the commonest use ; the present plurals wailen, 256 ;
fOten, 586 ; speden, 945, &e. ; with the same form for the first
person, as in wailen, zIx3; bleden, xi53 ; and for the second
person, as in waxen, 958 ; siren, 999. Occasionally, this suffix is
varied to :vn or -in, as in exilyn, v., 336 ; serckyn, v., 95° ; spakyn,

pt. pl., 624; approchyn, pr. pl., x212. This may be the scribe's
doing, and is eousistent with East Anglian spelling.

But the artificial character of these endings is startlingly revealed

when we find -en added in an impossible position, shewing that

its true grammatical use was quite dead. Yet we find such
examples. A serious error (hardly the scribe's) occurs in 1. 347 :
'Wheder that she me he/den lefe or loth.' ttold being a strong

verb, the pt. t. is heM_: we could however justify the use of held,,
by supposing it to be the subjunctive mood, which suits the sense;
but heM_n (with -en) is the 2Mural form, while she is singular;
and really this use of -¢ in the subjunctive must have been long
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dead. In 1. 684, we have a case that is even worse, viz. 2" ke_en

in no wyse ; here the use of -en saves a hiatus, but the concord is
false, like the Latin ego seruamus. In 1. 928, the same thing

recurs, though the scribe has altered greeen into growent; for

this present tense is supposed to agree with _r! A very clear case
occurs in 1. 725 : For if _y me this mater sibringen out; where the

use of -en, again meant to save a hiatus, is excruciatingly wrong ;

for mater is singular l This cannot be the fault of the scribe.

Other examples of false grammar are : tlwu serven, 290 ; ttwu sene,

499. But the climax is attained in 1. 526, where we meet with
t/_ay ke_ten ben, where the -en is required for the metre. ICe_Oten,

as a/bast _ar/id_Ole, is quite unique ; let us drop a veil over this

sad lapse, and say no more about it 2.

We may, however, fairly notice the constant use of the Northern
forms their and tAaim or tl_im, where Chaucer has Mr and t_m.

The use of tkir and tam (not thaim) was well established by the

year x5oo in literary English, as, e.g., in Hawes and Skelton.
Caxton uses all four forms,/_em and tam, her and t/wit.

§ 73. I add a few notes, suggested by an examination of the
rimes employed.

The final -e is not used at the end of a l_ne. This is easily

seen, if carefuUy looked into. Thus ktte (I284) stands for let, for

it rimes with y-set; grace and tresjOace rime with was, x63 ; _ne

rimes with bene, misspelling of been, 252 ; redde, put for red, rimes

with $2#red, 3o2 ; yerde, put for yerd, rimes with afird, 363 ; end.e

rimes with freud and ._nd, 53° ; an.d so on throughout s. The
following assonances occur : ]zere, Krene, 253 ; ke_Oe,flete, 309 ; and

the following rimes are imperfect : 1Maine, talent, consent, ?z6 ;

fre_, myr_d, Io56 ; ffonnt (for non), baun, ii49 ; like (i long),

stike (i short), 673 ; and perhaps haM, sAuld 4, 4o8; Aard, flrd,

z5t. Hard Ls repeated, '49, x5z ; I275, I277. A curious rime

z Whi_.hlooks as ff the author had writtengrezven for gre-zJen,llke a Scotch-
man.

z A vetT bad mistake occurs in I. xo45, viz. t/wu _vot instead at'thou wast. as
if one should say in Latin tu sdo. It rimes with dole, which_ in Chaucer, is
dissyllabic.

s There are many more ; fan-us becomesfan, to time with on, 458 ; td/-e is
cut down to tell, 5z8 ; be/u_M-_,to behold,652 ; accard-t,to accord,746 ; _Zc. The
readercan find out more for himself ; see II. 77I, 844, 862, 896, ]o32, I334,
x389, &c. In IL zo63-4, we have _inion timing with/_tgms_the Chauoerian
forms being o#t'm._unand bigcnnc or big_mne!

• See vol. vi. p. xlv.



XXlV. THE COURT OF LOVE. lxxix

is that of length with tkynketk, io59 ; read tAenk'th, and it is good

enough. Noteworthy are these: tkryse (for Chaucer's tl_.4s),
wyse, 537; Aens (for Chaucer's ]wnn-_s _, eloquence, 935; desire,

here, 96i, i3ot ; eke, like, 56x ; tretesse (for Chaucefs gre_s),

worthinesse, 28 ; write, aright, t 3 ; sey (I saw), way, 692. In one

place, he has discryve, 778, to rime with lyoe; and in another

dLwry (miswritten discryve, 97), to time with Mgk. As in Chaucer,

he sometimes has dy, to die, timing with remedy, 34 o, and else-

where dey, to rime with :ray, 582 ; and again fire, fyr, riming
with hyre, 883, or with desire, x285, and at another time the

Kentish form)_re (borrowed from Chaucer), with the same sense,

r. w. y-fere, 622. The most curious forms are those for 'eye.'

When it rimes with degree, 132 , see, 768, we seem to have the

Northern form ee or e; but elsewhere it rimes with besily, 299 '

_ret:'ly, 419, waunderly, 695 , dis_itously, x139 , or with /, 282;

and the plural yen (=y'n) rimes with lyne, i35. The sounds

represented by _ and y obviously afford permissible rimes ; that

the sounds were not identical appears from 11. io 5 t-xo55 , which

end with me, remedy, be, dy, comi#any consecutively.
§ 74- Perhaps an easier way for enabling a learner to recognise

the peculiarities of The Court of Love, and the difference of its

language from Chaucer, is to translate some lines of it into

Chaucerian English. The effect upon the metre is startling.

So thanue I went-_ by straunge and fer-r_ contrees; 57.
Alceste it was that kept-_ there her sojour; 1o._.
To whom obeyd-en the ladies god-_ nynten-_; to8.
And yong-_ men fel-_ tmm-i_forth with lusty pace; llo.
O bright-_ Regina, who mad-_ thee so fair_ I4I.
And mercy ask-i_ for al my gret-_ trespas ; x66.
This eight_-ten-_ yeer have kept yourself at large; 184.
In me did never worch_ trew-_-ly, yit 1; 2z_.
And ther I sey the fres-sh_ quene of Carukge; 23I.
A! new._i com-i._nfolk, xbyde, and woot ye why; 27I.
Than gan I me present-_ tofor-_ the king; 274.
That thou be trew-_ from henn-et-forth, to thy might; 289.
And nam-_-ly haw-_-thorn hrought-_n both-_ page and grom-_ ; x433.

Very many more such examples may be given. Or take the

following ; Chaucer has (L. G.W. 476) :_

For Lo_e ne w61 nat countrepleted be..
And this is how it reappears in C. L. 4z9 :-

For Love wil not be counterplcted, indede!

Here the melody of the line is completely spoilt.
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In the present state of our knowledge of the history of the
English language, any notion of attributing The Court of Love to

Chaucer is worse than untenable; for it is wholly disgraceful.

Everything points to a very late date, and tends to exclude it,

not only from the fourteenth, but even from the fifteenth century.

At the same time, it will readily be granted that the poem
abounds with Chaucerian words and phrases to an extent that

almost surpasses even the poems of Lydgate. The versification is

smooth, and the poem, as a whole, is pleasing. I have nothing

to say against it, when considered on its own merits.

§ 75. Space fails me to discuss the somewhat vexed question
of the Courts of Love, of which some have denied the existence.

However, there seems to be good evidence to shew that they
arose in Provence, and were due to the extravagances of the

troubadours. They were travesties of the courts of law, with

a lady of rank for a judge, and minstrels for advocates ; and they

discussed subtle questions relating to affairs of love, usually
between troubadours and ladies. The discussions were conducted

with much seriousness, and doubtless often served to give much

amusement to many idle people. Not unfrequently they led to.
tragedies, as is easily understood when we notice that the first

of one set of thirty-one Laws of Love runs as follows :--' Marriage
cannot be pleaded as an excuse for refusing to love.' The reader

who requires further information is referred to ' The Troubadours

and Courts of Love,' by J. ]7. Rowbotham, M.A., London, Swan

Sonnenschein and Co., xg95.

It is perhaps necessary to observe that the said Courts have

very little to do with the present poem, which treats of a Court of

Cupid in the Chaucerian sense (Leg. Good Women, 352). Even

the statutes of the Court are largely imitated from Lydgate.

§ 75. PIECES NUMBERED XXV-XXIX.

XXY. VmELAY. This piece, from the Trinity MS., belongs to

the end of the fifteenth century, and contains no example of the

final -e as constituting a syllable. Chaucer would have used sore

(1. 2), mare (h x2), troulh (1. x3) , as dissyllables ; and he would
not have timed .pleyn and disdayn with com_0/eyn and absteyn, as

the two latter require a final-e. The rime of flnde with ende is

extraordinary.
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The title ' Virelai ' is given to this piece in Moxon's Chaucer,

and is, strictly speaking, incorrect; in the MS. and in Stowe's

edition, it has no title at all ! Tyr_'hitt cautiously spoke of it as
being 'perhaps by Chaucer'; and says that 'it comes nearer to

the description of a Virelay, than anything else of his that has

been preserved.' This is not the case ; see note to Anelida, 256 ;

vol. i. p. 536. Tyrwhitt quotes from Cotgrave--' Virday, a round,

freemen's song,' and adds--' There is a particular description of
a Virla_ in the Jardin de _laisanee, fol. xii, where it makes the

dedma sexta s_edes Rlwtarice Gallicane.' For further remarks, see

P. 554.

XX'VI. PROSPERITY: _V John WALTON. 'To Mr. [Mark]
Liddell belongs the honour of the discovery of John Walton as the

author of the little poem on fol. t 19 [of MS. Arch. Seld. B. 24].
The lines occur as part of the Prologue 01. 83-9 o) to Walton's

translation of Boethius' De Cansolatiane.'--J. T. T. Brown, The

Autlwrshi_ of the Kingis Quair, Glasgow, 1896 ; p. 7 i. See the

account of Walton in Warton's Hist. E. Poetry, sect. xx. The

original date of the stanza was, accordingly, x41o ; but we here

find it in a late Scottish dress. The ascription of it to 'Chaucer,'
in the MS., is an obvious error ; it was written ten years after his
death.

XXVII. LEAULTE VAULT RICHESSE. This piece, like the

former, has no title in the MS. ; but the words Zzaultt vault

Rid_sse (Loyalty deserves riches) occur at the end of it. If the

original was in a Midland dialect, it must belong to the latter part
of the fifteenth century. Even in these eight lines we find a con-

tradiction to Chaucer's usage; for he always uses lent, pp., as

a monosyllable, and rent¢ as a dissyllable. It is further remark-

able that he never uses content as an adjective ; it first appears in

Rom. Rose, 5628.
XXVIII. SAVINOS. I give these sayings as printed by Caxton ;

see vol. i. p. 46, where I note that Ca:cton did not ascribe them

to Chaucer. They are not at all in his style.

In MS. Ashmole 59, fol. 78, I find a similar prophecy :- -

Pro_hecia merlini docton's flerfccli.
Whane l_des wol leefe theire olde lawes,
And preestis been varyiugt in theire saw_,
And leccherie is holdeu solace,
And oppre_youn for truwe purchacc;

* * $ f
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And whan the moon is on dauid stall,
And the kynge passe Arthttres hall,
Than z is [the] ltnde of Albyon
Nexst to his confusyoun.

It is extremely interesting to observe the ascription of these
lines to Merlin ; see King Lear, iii. 2.95.

XXIX. BAIamE. This poor stanza, with its long-drawn lines,
appears in Stowe at the end of' Chaucer's Works.' In the Trinity
MS., it occurs at the end of a copy of The Parlement of Foules.

§ 77. An examination of the pieces contained in the present
volume leads us to a somewhat remarkable result, viz. that we
readily distinguish in them the handiwork of at least twelve
different authors, of whom no two are much alike, whilst every
one of them can be distinguished from Chaucer.

These are : (x) the author of The Testament of Love, who writes
in a prose style all his own; (_) the author of The Plowmans Tale
and Plowmans Crede, with his strong powers of invective and
love of alliteration, whose style could never have been mistaken
for Chaueer's in any age*; (3) the author of Jack Upland, with
his direct and searching questions; (4) John Gower, with his
scrupulous regularity of grammatical usages; (S) Thomas Hoecleve,
who too often accents a dissyllable on the latter syllable when it
should be accented on the former ; (6) Henry Scogan, whose lines
are lacking in interest and originality; (7) John Lydgate a, who
allows his verse too many licences, so that it cannot always be
scanned at the first trial ; (8) Sir Richard Ros, who writes in
English of a quite modern cast, using their and t_em as in modern
English, and wholly discarding the use of final -e as an inflexion ;
(9) Robert Henryson, who writes smoothly enough and with a fine
vein of invention, but employs the Northern dialect; (zo) Sir
Thomas Clanvowe, who employs the final -e much more frequently
than Chaucer or even Gower ; (i1) the authoress of The Flower
and the Leaf and The Assembly of Ladies, to whom the final -e
was an archaism, very convenient for metrical embellishment ;

and (x2) the author of The Court of Love, who, while discarding

* The MS. has :_' Than h is lande '--by mistake.
* It is clear that The Plowmans Tale and Jack Upland were inserted by

Thyune and Spegh_ respectively on religious grounds.
* We may safely assign to Lydgate the pieces numbered XXII and XXIII,

as well as those numbered VIII to XV.
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the use of the final -e, was glad to use the final-en to save a hiatus
or to gain a syllable, and did not hesitate to employ it where it was
grammatically wrong to do so.

§ 78. If the reader were to suppose that this exhausts the list,
he would be mistaken ; for it is quite easy to add at least one
known name, and to suggest three others. For the piece numbered
XXVI, on p. 449, has been identified as the work of John Walton,
who wrote a verse translation of Boethius in the year x4Io ;
whilst it is extremely unlikely that no. XXVII, written in Low-
land Scottish, was due to Henryson, the only writer in that
dialect who has been mentioned above. This gives a total of
fortran authors already; and I believe that we require yet
two more before the Virelai and the Sayings printed by Caxton
(nos. XXV and XXVIII) can be satisfactorily accounted for. As
for no. XlXmthe Envoy to Alison--it may be Lydgate's, but, on
the other hand, it may not. And as for no. XXIX, it is of no
consequence.

Moreover, it must be remembered that I here only refer to the
selected pieces printed in the present volume. If we go further
afield, we soon find several more authors, all distinct from those
above-mentioned, from each other, and from Chaucer. I will just
instance the author of the Isle of Ladies, the authoress (presumably)

of The Lamentation of Mary Magdalen, the author of The Craft of
Lovers, the 'man un.known' who wrote The Ten Commandments
of Love, and the author of the clumsy lines dignified by the title
of The Nine Ladies Worthy. It is quite certain that not kss than
twenty authors are represented in the mass of heterogeneous
material which appears under Chaucer's name in a compilation
such as that which is printed in the first volume of Chalmers'
British Poets ; which, precisely on that very account, is .useful
enough in its own peculiar way.

§ 79. I believe it may be said of nearly every piece in the
volume, that it now appears in an improved form. In several
cases, I have collated MSS. that have not previously been ex-
amined, and have found them to be the best. The Notes are

nearly all new; very few have been tal_en from Bell's Chaucer.
Several axe due to Schi_,k's useful notes to The Temple of Glas ;
and some to Krausser's edition of The Black Knight, and to
Grbhler's edition of La Belle Dame, both of which reached me

after my own notes were all in type. I have added a Glossary
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of the harder words ; for others, see the Glossary already printed
in vol. vi.

In extenuation of faults, I may plead that I have found it
much more difficult to deal with such heterogenous material as

is comprised in the present volume than with pieces all written by
the same author. The style, the grammar, the mode of scansion,
the dialect, and even the pronunciation are constantly shifting,
instead of being reasonably consistent, as in the genuine works
of Chaucer. Any one who will take the pains to observe these
points, to compile a sufficient number of notes upon difficult
passages, and to prepare a somewhat full glossary, may thus
practically convince himself, as I have done, that not a single
piece in the present volume ought ever to have been 'attributed'
to Chaucer. That any of them should have been so attributed
m and some of them never were--has been the result of

negligence, superficiality, and incapacity, such as (it may be
hoped) we have seen the last of.

I wish once more to acknowledge my obligations to Mr. E. B.
Nicholson, for the loan of his transcript of The Praise of Peace ;
to Mr. Bradley, for his discovery of the authorship of The Testa-
ment of Love and for other assistance as regards the same ; to
Dr. E. Krausser, for his edition of The Complaint of the BL_ck
Knight ; to Dr. Gr6hler, for his dissertation on La Belle Dame

sans Mercy ; and to Professor Hales for his kind help as to some
difficult points, and particularlywith regard to The Court of Love.



THE TESTAMENT OF LOVE.

PROLOGUE.

ANY men there ben that, with eeres openly sprad, so
moche swalowen the deliciousnesse of jestes and of ryme,

by queynt knitting coloures, that of the goodnesse or of the
badnesse of the sentence take they litel hede or els non.

Soothly, dul wit and a thoughtful soule so sore have myned 5
and grafted in my spirites, that suche craft of endyting wol not
ben of myn acqueyntaunce. And, for rude wordes and boystous
pereen the herte of the herer to the in[he]rest point, and planten
there the sentence of thinges, so that with litel helpe it is able
to springe; this book, that nothing hath of the greet flode of _o
wit ne of semelich colours, is dolven with rude wordes and
boystous, and so drawe togider, to maken the cacchers therof
ben the more redy to hente sentence.

Some men there ben that peynten with colours riche, and
some with vers, as with red inke, and some with coles and x5
chalke ; and yet is there good matere to the leude people of
thilke chalky purtreyture, as hem thinketh for the tyme ; and
afterward the sight of the better colours yeven to hem more
joye for the first leudnesse. So, sothly, this leude dowdy occu-
pation is not to prayse but by the leude; for comunly leude 20
leudnesse commendeth. Eke it shal yeve sight, that other
precious thinges shal be the more in reverence. In Latin
and French hath many sovemyne wittes had greet delyt to

2. aelydou_; (,_de_'_;_tre. y _ o_en r_/_._/_, i). 4. none.
5. Sothely. wytte. 8. inrest poynte, xo. spring, boke. great floode.
x2. catchers. 15. bent. 18. afterwnrde, z 9. leude_,_:
2o. comealy, aL leudene_. _3. gret delyte.

*** B
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endyte', and have many noble thinges fulfild ; but certes, there
25 ben some that speken their poysye-mater in Frenche, of whiche

speche the Frenche men have as good a fantasye as we have
in bering of Frenche mennes English. And many termes there
ben in English, [of] whiche unneth we Englishmen connen declare
the knowleginge. How shulde than a Frenche man born suche

3o termes conne jumpere in his mater, but as the jay chatereth
English ? Right so, newly, the understanding of Englishmen
wol not strecche to the privy termes in Frenche, what-so-ever we
bosten of straunge langage. Let than clerkes endyten in Latin,
for they have the propertee of science, and the knowinge in that

35 facultee; and let Frenchmen in their Frenche also endyten their
queynt termes, for it is kyndely to their mouthes ; and let us
shewe our fantasyes in suche wordes as we lerneden of our dames
tonge.

And although this book be litei thank-worthy for the leudnesse
40 in travaile, yet suche wrytinges excyten men to thilke thinges that

ben necessarie; for every man therby may, as by a perpetual
mirrour, seen the vyces or vertues of other, in whiche thing
lightly may be conceyved to eschewe perils, and necessaries to
cacche, after as aventures have fallen to other people or persons.

4._ Certes, [perfection is] the soveraynest thing of desyre, and
moste "_creatures resonable have, or els shulde have, ful appetyte
to their perfection ; unresonable beestes mowen not, sith resort
hath in hem no werking. Than resonable that wol not is com-
parisoned to unresonable, and made lyke hem. For-sothe, the

50most soverayne and fynal perfection of man is inknowing of
a sothe, withouten any entent disceyvable, and in love of oon
very god that is inchaungeable ; that is, to knowe and love his
creatour.

¶ Now, principally, the mene to bringe in knowleging and
55 loving his creatour is the consideracion of thinges made by the

creatour, wherthrough, by thilke thinges that ben made under-
stonding here to our wittes, arn the unsene privitees of god
made to us sightful and knowing, in our contemplation and
understonding. These thinges than, forsoth, moche bringen us

24. fulfylde. 27. englysshe. 28. engly_he; _2_0_ of. englyssh-.
29. Howe. borne. 3I. englyssh,esglyssh-. 3_. stretche. 34- propertie.
35. facultie, lette, 39-boke. thankeworthy. 42. _e. 44. catche.
45. /'st_fl_./yperfeccionis; tot_ltesetue, souerayast. 46. creature(sk-).
reasonable. 47, 5°. perfection. 47. sythereason. 48. reasonable.
5x. one. 54- Nowe. meane. 56. be (for by). 57. srue.
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to the ful knowleginge [of] sothe, and to the parfit love of the 6o
maker of hevenly thinges. Lo, David sayth, ' thou hast delyted
me in makinge,' as who sayth, to have delyt in the tune, how god
hath lent me in consideracion of thy makinge.

Wherof Aristotle, in the boke de Animalibus, saith to naturel

philosophers: ' it is a greet lyking in love of knowinge their 65
creatour; and also in knowinge of causes in kyndely thinges.'
Considred, forsoth, the formes of kyndly thinges and the shap,

a greet kindely love me shulde have to the werkman that
hem made. The erafte of a werkman is shewed in the werke.

Herfore, truly, the philosophers, with a lyvely studie, many 70

noble thinges right precious and worthy to memory writen ;
and by a greet swetande travayle to us leften of causes [of] the
propertees in natures of thinges. To whiche (therfore) philo-
sophers it was more joy, more lykinge, more herty lust, in
kyudely vertues and maters of reson, the perfeccion by busy 75

study to knowe, than to have had al the tresour, al the richesse,
al the vainglory that the passed emperours, princes, or kinges
hadden. Therfore'the names of hem, in the boke of perpetual

memory, in venue and pees arn writen ; and in the contrarye,
that is to sayne, in Styx, the foule pitte of helle, am thilke pressed 80
that suche goodnesse hated. And bycause this book shal be of

love, and the pryme causes of steringe in that doinge, with passions
and diseses for wantinge of desyre, I wil that this book be cleped
THE TESTAMENT OF LOVE.

But now, thou reder, who is thilke that wil not in scorne S5

laughe, to here a dwarfe, or els halfe a man, say he wil rende
out the swerde of Hercules handes, and also he shuld sette

Hercules Gades a myle yet ferther; and over that, he had
power of strengthe to pulle up the spere, that Alisander the

noble might never wagge? And that, passing al thinge, to ben 90
mayster of Fraunce by might, there-as the noble gracious Edward
the thirde, for al his greet prowesse in victories, ne might al yet

conquere ?
Certes, I wot wel, ther shal be mad more scorne and jape

of me, that I, so unworthily clothed al-togider in the cloudy cloude 95

6o. lsuJ_ly of. parfTte.t 6L haste. 62. delyte (tAb sentence is
¢om'up/). 64. uythe. _ ' 65. great. 66, 67. thynges consydred.
Forsoth (.n_). 68. great, me (sic) ;for men. 7_. great. Su_ly of.
73. propertye_ 75. matters of reason, perfection. 76. treasour. 79.
peace. 8o. sfixe. St. boke. ' 85. dyseases, boke. 85. howe.
87. set. 89. pul. 9=. great. 94. wote. made. 95. vnworthely.

]B2
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of unconninge, wil putten me in prees to speke of love, or els
of the causes in that matter, sithen al the grettest clerkes han
had ynough to don, and (as who sayth) t'gadered up clene toforn
hem, and with their sharpe sythes of conning al mowen, and

,oo mad therof grete rekes and noble, ful of al plentees, to fede me
and many another. Envye, forsothe, eommendeth nought his
reson that he hath in hayne, be it never so trusty. And al-though
these noble repers, as good workmen and worthy their hyre,
han al drawe and bounde up in the sheves, and mad many

1o_shockes, yet have I ensample to gadere the smale crommes,
and fullen my walet of tho that fallen from the borde among
the smale houndes, notw/thstandinge the travayle of the
almoigner, that hath drawe up in the cloth al the remissailes,
as trenchours, and the relief, to bere to the almesse.

m Yet also have I leve of the noble husbande Bo&e, al-though
I be a stmunger of conninge, to come after his doctrine, and
these grete workmen, and glene my handfuls of the shedinge
after their handes; and, if me faile ought of my ful, to encrese
my porcion with that I shal drawe by privitees out of the shocke.

_5A slye servaunt in his owne helpe is often moche commended ;
knowing of trouth in causes of thinges was more hardyer in the
first sechers (and so sayth Aristotle), and lighter in us that han
folowed after. For their passing qstud/es han fresshed our wittes,
and our understandinge han excyted, in consideracion of trouth,

_2oby sharpnesse of their resons. Utterly these thinges be no
dremes ne japes, to throwe to hogges; it is lyflich mete for
children of trouthe ; and as they me betiden, whan I pilgrimaged
out of my kith in winter ; whan the qweder out of mesure was
boystous, and the wylde wind :Boreas, as his kind asketh, with

_a5dryinge coldes maked the wawes of the occian-see so to aryse
unkyndely over the commune bankes, that it was in poynte to
spille al the erthe.

Thus enfleth the Prologue ; and here-after foloweth the
first book of the Testament of Love.

98. gathered,toforne, ioo. made.great,plentyes. 1o3. re1_son,hayn(hi").
1o3. -thoughe. so3. hyer. 1o4. made. _o5. gader, to6. fullyn.
amonge. 1o8. remyssayles, io 9. relyef. 113. great. 113. encrease.
Ix 4. vriuvtyes, x16. knoweyng. HS. study (s_). I_o. reasons.
12x.'lyfeJychemeate. I23. betiden(si_);.,_rttel,_¢. I33. wether, measure.
za4. wyndeBorias. kynde. Ia5. dryenge, x27. spyl. (,r_t_'¢)boke.
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CHAPTER I.

LAS! Fortune! alas! I that som-tyme in delicious houres
was wont to enjoye blisful stoundes, am now drive by

unhappy hevinesse to bewaile my sondry yvels in tene !

Trewly, I leve, in myn herte is writte, of perdurable letters, al the
enteneions of lamentaeion that now ben y-nempned! For any 5
maner disese outward, in sobbing maner, sheweth sorowful yexinge

from within. Thus from my comfort I ginne to spille, sith she
that shulde me solace is fer fro my presence. Certes, her
absence is to me an helle ; my sterving deth thus in wo it myneth,
that endeles care is throughout myne herte clenched; blisse of _o

my joye, that ofte me murthed, is turned in-to gaile, to thinke on
thing that may not, at my wil, in armes me hente! Mirth is
chaunged in-to tene, whan swink is there continually that reste was
wont to sojourne and have dwelling-place. Thus witless, thought-

ful, sightles lokinge, I endure my penaunce in this derke prison, 15
tcaitived fro frendshippe and acquaintaunce, and forsaken of al

that any _'word dare speke. Straunge hath by waye of intrucioun
mad his home, there me shulde be, if reson were herd as he

shulde. Never-the-later yet hertly, lady precious Margarit, have
mynde on thy servaunt ; and thinke on his disese, how lightles he 20

liveth, sithe the bemes brennende in love of thyn eyen are so
bewent, that worldes and cloudes atwene us twey wol nat suffre

my thoughtes of hem to be enlumined ! Thinke that oon venue
of a Margarite precious is, amonges many other, the sorouful to
comforte ; yet Cwhyles that, me sorouful to comforte, is my lust 25

to have nought els at this tyme, d[r]ede ne deth ne no manet
traveyle hath no power, myn herte so moche to fade, as shulde
to here of a twinkling in your disese ! Ah ! god forbede that ;

but yet let me deye, let me sterve withouten any mesure of

penaunce, rather than myn hertely thinking comfort in ought 30
were disesed! What may my service avayle, in absence of her

that my service shulde aceepte ? Is this nat endeles sorowe to

CH. I. 2. enioy. 3. sondrye. .t;. howe. 6. disease outwarde.
7. comforte. 8. ferre. 9. hell. dethe. 1o. endelesse, z_. hent.
13. swynke. 14. dwellynge-, wytlesse, x5. syghtlesse, prisone.
16. caytisned (0Orcaytifued_). 17. wode (!) ;for wotde ; readword. I8.
made. reason, her_e. V_o. d!_J_. 2I. beames, 2a. Per be-went,
Th. ]ma be-wenL a3. one. a5. wyl of; al_Oarentlyan error for
whyles (wMch I ado_Ot), luste, a6. dede (for dtede), aT. myne.
a8. twynckelynge, disease. _9-lette(twice). de)'. measure. 3o.
myne. comforte. 31. diseased, maye. aueyle. 32. endlesse.
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thinke ? Yes, yes, god wot; myn herte breketh nigh a-sonder.
How shulde the ground, without kyndly noriture, bringen forth

35 any frutes ? How shulde a ship, withouten a sterne, in the grete see
be governed ? How shulde I, withouten my blisse, my herte, my
desyre, my joye, my goodnesse, endure in this contrarious prison,
that thinke every hour in the day an hundred winter? Wel may
now Eve sayn to me, 'Adam, in sorowe fallen from welth, driven

4o art thou out of paradise, with swete thy sustenaunce to be-
swinke!' Depe in this pyninge pitte with wo I ligge y-stocked,
with chaynes linked of care and of tene. It is so hye from thens
I lye and the commune erth, there ne is cable in no lande maked,
that might strecche to me, to drawe me in-to blisse; ne steyers

45 to steye on is none ; so that, without recover, endeles here to
endure, I wot wel, I [am] purveyed. O, where art thou now,
frendship, that som-tyme, with laughande chere, madest bothe
face and countenaunce to me-wardes ? Truely, now art thou
went out of towne. But ever, me thinketh, he wereth his olde

50 clothes, and that the soule in the whiche the lyre of frendship was
in, is drawen out from his other spirites. Now than, farewel,
frendship I and farewel, felawes ! Me thinketh, ye al hart taken
your leve ; no force of you al at ones. But, lady of love, ye wote
what I mene ; yet thinke on thy servaunt that for thy love

•_5 spilleth ; al thinges have I forsake to folowen thyn hestes;
rewarde me with a thought, though ye do naught els. Remem-
braunce of love lyth so sore under my brest, that other thought
cometh not in my mynde but gladnesse, to thinke on your goodnesse
and your mery chere; _ferdnes and sorowe, to thinke on your

6o wreche and your daunger ; from whiche Christ. me save! My
greet joye it is to have in meditacion the bountees, the vertues,
the nobley in you printed; sorowe and helle comen at ones, to
suppose that I be +weyved. Thus with care, sorowe, and tene
am I shapt, myn ende with dethe to make. Now, good goodly,

64 thh_ke on this. O wrecched foole that I am, fallen in-to so lowe,
the here of my brenning tene hath me al defased. How shulde
ye, lady, sette prise on so foule fylthe ? My conninge is thinne,
my wit is exiled ; ]yke to a foole naturel am I comparisoned.

33. wote; myneherrbreaketh. 34. howe. grounde, forthe. 35.
howe. shippe, great. 36. Howe. 39. hOWe.sayne. 40. arte.
weate. 44. stretche. 45- stey. endlesse. 46. wotte. ,r su/_ am.
spurveyde, arte. howe. 47. frenshyppe(m2). 48. howearte.
49. weareth. St. Nowe. 53- leaue. 57. lythe. ._9.frendes(s_');/'or
ferdnes:of.p. 9, I.9. 6o. Christe. 6z. great,bounties. 62. heL 63.veyned
_i¢) ;for weyued. 64. shapte.Nowe. 65. wretched. 66. heate. 68. wytte.
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Trewly, lady, but your mercy the more were, I wot wel al my

labour were in ydel ; your mercy than passeth right. God graunt 7°
that proposicion to be verifyed in me; so that, by truste of good
hope, I mowe come to the haven of ese. And sith it is impos-

sible, the colours of your qualitees to chaunge: and forsothe I
wot wel, wem ne spot may not abyde there so noble vertue

haboundeth, so that the defasing to you is verily [un]imaginable, 75
as count¢naunce of goodnesse with encresinge vertue is so in you
knit, to abyde by necessary amner : yet, if the revers mighte falle
(which is ayenst kynde), I [wot wel myn herte ne shulde therfore
naught flitte, by the leste poynt of gemetrye ; so sadly is it

tsouded, that away from your service in love may he not departe. _o
O love, whan shal I ben plesed ? O charitee, whan shal I ben
esed? O good goodly, whan shal the dyce turne? O ful of
vertue, do the chaunce of comfort upwarde to falle! O love,

whan wolt thou thinke on thy servaunt ? I can no more but here,
out-cast of al welfare, abyde the day of my dethe, or els to see the 8s

sight that might al my wellinge sorowes voyde, and of the flode
make an ebbe. These diseses mowen wel, by duresse of sorowe,
make my lyre to unbodye, and so for to dye; but certes ye, lady,

in a ful perfeccion of love ben so knit with my soule, that deth
may not thilke knotte unbynde ne departe ; so that ye and my 90

soule togider tin endeles blisse shulde dwelle ; and there shal
my soule at the ful ben esed, that he may have your presence, to
shewe th'entent of his desyres. Ah, dere god! that shal be a

greet joye I Now, erthely goddesse, take regarde of thy servant,
though I be feble ; for thou art wont to prayse them better that 9s
wolde conne serve in love, al be he ful mener than kinges or

princes that wol not have that vertue in mynde.
Now, precious Margaryte, that with thy noble vertue hast

drawen me in-to love first, me weninge therof to have blisse,

[ther]-as galle and aloes are so moche spronge, that savour of loo
swetnesse may I not ataste. Alas! that your benigne eyen, in

whiche that mercy semeth to have al his noriture, nil by no

waye tourne the clerenesse of mercy to me-wardes I Alas ! that
your brennande vertues, shyning amonges al folk, and enlumininge

69. wote. 7:z. ease. sythe. 73. quxlyfies. 74- wote. _verome
ne spotte maye. 75. R el_dunimaginable. 77. knytte, fal. 78. wol
wel _ wot wel). 80_.' sonded; read souded, maye. 8z. pleased.
char_te. 8z. eased. 83. comfort,- rid. 85. out caste, daye. se.
86. flodde. 87. diseases. 89. perfeetly_n, knytte, dethe. 9 z. togyther is
eudelesse in blyme0). dwel. 92. easecl. 93. thentent. 94. great. Nowe.
95. arte wonte. 98. Nowe. haste, ioo. I SUpl_lyther. to4. folke.
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m._al other people by habundaunce of encresing, sheweth to me
but smoke and no light ! These thinges to thinke in myn herte
maketh every day weping in myn eyen to renne. These liggen
on my backe so sore, that importable burthen me semeth on my
backe to be charged ; it maketh me hackwarde to mere, whan

l_omy steppes by comune course even-forth pretende. These
thinges also, on right syde and lift, have me so envolved with
care, that wanhope of helpe is throughout me ronne; trewly,
tI leve, that graceles is my fortune, whiche that ever sheweth it
me-wardes by a cloudy disese, al redy to make stormes of tene ;

_._ and the blisful syde halt stil awayward, and wol it not suffre to
me-wardes to tume ; no force, yet wol I not ben conquered.

O, alas ! that your nobley, so moche among al other creatures
commended by tflowinge streme _of al manet vertues, but
ther ben wonderful, I not whiche that let the flood to come

_o in-to my soule ; wherefore, purely mated with sorowe thorough-
sought, my-selfe I crye on your goodnesse to have pith on this
caytif, that in the in[he]rest degree of sorowe and disese is left,
and, without your goodly wil, from any helpe and recovery.
These sorowes may I not sustene, but-if my sorowe shulde be

J_5 told and to you-wardes shewed ; although moche space is bitwene
us twayne, yet me thinketh that by suche tjoleyvinge worries my
disese ginneth ebbe. Trewly, me thinketh that the sowne of my
lamentacious weping is right now flowe in-to your presence, and
there cryeth after mercy and grace, to which thing (me semeth)

33o thee list non answere to yeve, but with a deynous there ye
commaunden it to avoide; but god forbid that any word shuld of
you springe, to have so litel routhl Pardh, pith and mercy in
every Margarite is dosed by kynde amonges many other vertuea,
by qualitees of comfort ; but comfort is to me right naught worth,

_35withouten mercy and pith of you alone; whiche thinges hastely
god me graunt for his mercy 1

lo5. encreasing. Izo. forthe. Ix2, x]3. trewlyaudleue; readtrewly
I leve. xI$. gl_celes_B. II 4, _. 115. ha]I.e. I17. (Thtsenttntt_e.
ginning O, alas seems kot_dtsslr corrupt; titre are _aust-marl_s after vertuea
amt wonderful.) 118. folowynge; rcadflowioge, by; rein/of. H 9.
flode, x22. caytife, inrest, disease, lette, x24- maye. x_ 5. tolde.
x26. ioleynyn_ (_r). x27. dis___ x28. howe. I3o. the lyst
none_ z3t. worde, z34. qualitesofcomforte, worthe.
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CHAPTER II.

EHERSINGE these thinges and many other, without tyme
or moment of rest, me seined, for anguisshe of disese, that

al-togider I was ravisshed, I can not telle how ; but hoolly all my

passions and felinges weren lost, as it seined, for the tyme ; and
sodainly a maner of drede lighte in me al at ones ; nought suche 5
fete as folk have of an enemy, that were mighty and wolde hem
greve or don hem disese. For, I trowe, this is wel knowe to many

persones, that otherwhyle, if a man be in his soveraignes presence,
a maner of ferdnesse crepeth in his herte, not for harme, but of

goodly subjeccion; namely, as men reden that aungels ben aferde to
of our saviour in heven. And pard_, there ne is, ne may no
passion of disese be ; but it is to mene, that angels ben adradde,

not by _erdnes of drede, sithen they ben perfifly blissed, [but]

as [by] affeccion of wonderfulnesse and by service of obedience.
Suche ferde also han these lovers in presence of their loves, and _5

subjectes aforn their s0veraynes. Right so with ferdnesse myn
herte was caught. And I sodainly astonied, there entred in-to

the place there I was logged a lady, the semeliest and most
goodly to my sight that ever to-forn apered to any creature ; and
trewly, in the blustringe of her looke, she yave gladnesse and ao

comfort sodaynly to al my wittes; and right so she doth to
every wight that cometh in her presence. And for she was so

goodly, as me thought, myn herte began somdele to be enbolded,
and wexte a litel hardy to speke; but yet, with a quakinge
voyce, as I durste, I salued her, and enquired what she was; ,5

and why she, so worthy to sight, dayned to entre in-to so foule
a dongeon, and namely a prison, without leve of my kepers.
For certes, al-though the vertue of dedes of mercy streechen to

visiten the poore prisoners, and hem, after that facultees ben had,
to comforte, me semed that I was so fer fallen in-to miserye and 3o

wreeehed hid caytifnesse, that me shulde no precious thing
neighe; and also, that for ray sorowe every wight shulde ben

hevy, and wisshe my recovery. But whan this lady had somdele

CH. II. a. disease. _3 tel howe. holy. 4- Io_te. 5. light.
6. fear., folke. 7- do_ disease. 9- ferdenesse. Io. subiection.
Ix. maye. la. d_ meane. 15. fnmdes; r_'adferdnes; see L z6.
peMytely. /._a_/ybut a_dby, x4. affection. 16. aforue, ferdenesse_
18. lodged, moste, x9. to-rome, az. _omforte r,odaynely, dothe. 25.
myae. beganne, a7. prisone, leaue, aS. al-thoughe, stretchen.
z9. faea,tties. 5o. _erre. 3x. wretchedhyd, thynge. 55- heauy.
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apperceyved, as wel by my wordes as by my chere, what thought
35 besied me within, with a good womanly countenance she sayde

these wordes :--

'O my nor)', wenest than that my maner be, to foryete my
frendes or my servauntes ? Nay,' quod she, 'it is my ful entente
to visyte and comforte al my frendshippes and allyes, as wel in

4o tyme of perturbacion as of moost propertee of blisse ; in me shal
unkyndnesse never be founden : and also, sithen I have so fewe
especial trewe now in these dayes. Wherefore I may wel at more
leysar come to hem that me deserven ; and if my cominge may
in any thinge avayle, wete wel, I wol come often.'

45 'Now, good lady,' quod I, 'that art so fayre on to loke,
reyninge hony by thy wordes, blisse of paradys am thy lokinges,
joye and comfort are thy movinges. What is thy name ? How
is it that in you is so mokel werkinge vertues enpight, as me
semeth, and in none other creature that ever saw I with myne

_oeyen ?'
'My disciple,' quod she, 'me wondreth of thy wordes and on

thee, that for a litel disese hast foryeten my name. Wost thou
not wel that I am LovE, that first thee brought to thy service ?'

'O good lady,' quod I, 'is this worship to thee or to thyn
55 excellence, for to come in-to so foule a place ? Pardb, somtyme,

tho I was in prosperit_ and with forayne goodes envolved, I had
mokil to done to drawe thee to myn hostel; and yet many
werninges thou madest er thou liste fully to graunte, thyn home
to make at my dwelling-place ; and now thou comest goodly by

60 thyn owne vyse, to comforte me with wordes ; and so there-
thorough I ginne remembre on passed gladnesse. Trewly, lady,
I ne wot whether I shal say welcome or non, sithen thy coming
wol as moche do me tene and sorowe, as gladnesse and mirthe.
See why : for that me comforteth to thinke on passed gladnesse,

65 that me anoyeth efte to be in doinge. Thus thy cominge bothe
gladdeth and teneth, and that is cause of moche sorowe. Lo, lady,
how than I am comforted by your comminge'; and with that
I gun in teeres to distille, and tenderly wepe.

'Now, certes,' quod Love, 'I see wel, and that me over-

37, wenyst,foryet, 38,naye, 39,frenshippes,stlyes, 40.propertye, 42,
howe. 42, 43. maye. 45, Nowe. 46. bonny,paradise. 47. comforte,howe.
4,9,sawe, 52, the, diseasehaste, Woste, 53, the, $4, worshyppe,
me, thyne, 57, the, 58, grauntthyne, 59, howe, 6o, thyae,
6L thoronghe. 6_. wotte, none. 64. se. 67. howe. 69. Nowe. ge.
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thinketh, that wit in thee fayleth, and [thou] art in pointe 7o
to dote.'

'Trewly,' quod I, ' that have ye maked, and that ever wol
I rue.'

'Wottest thou not wel,' quod she, ' that every shepherde ought
by reson to seke his sperkelande sheep, that am ronne in-to 75
wildernesse among busshes and perils, and hem to their pasture
ayen-bringe, and take on hem privy besy cure of keping? And
though the unconninge sheep scattred wolde ben lost, renning to
wildernesse, and to desertes drawe, or els wolden putte bem-selfe
to the swalowinge wolfe, yet shal the shepherde, by businesse and 8_
travayle, so putte him forth, that he shal not lete hem be lost by
no waye. A good shepherde putteth rather his lyf to ben lost for
his sheep. But for thou shalt not wene me being of werse
condicion, trewly, for everich of my folke, and for al tho that to
me-ward be knit in any condicion, I wol rather dye than suffre 8S
hem through errour to ben spilte. For me liste, and it me lyketh,
of al myne a shepherdesse to be cleped. Wost thou not wel,
I fayled never wight, but he me refused and wolde negligently go
with unkyndenesse? And yet, pard_, have I many such holpe
and releved, and they have ofte me begyled ; but ever, at the ende, 9o
it diseendeth in their owne nekkes. Hast thou not rad how kinde

I was to Paris, Priamus sone of Troy ? How Jason me falsed,
for al his false behest ? How Cesars _swink, I lefte it for no tene
til he was troned in my blisse for his service? What !' quod she,
' most of al, maked I not a loveday bytwene god and mankynde, 9S
and chees a mayde to be nompere, to putte the quarel at ende ?
Lo I how I have travayled to have thank on al sydes, and yet list
me not to reste, and I might fynde on twhom I shulde werche.
But trewly, myn owne disciple, bycause I have thee founde, at al
assayes, in thy wil to be redy myn hestes to have folowed and _oo
hast ben trewe to that Margarite-perle that ones I thee shewed ;
and she alwaye, ayenward, hath mad but daungerous there ;
I am come, in propre person, to putte thee out of errours, and
make thee gladde by wayes of reson ; so that sorow ne disese shal

7o. wyttein the. I_-uj_plythou. arte. 74. shepehex.de. 75. shepe.
arne. 76. amonge. 78f_ho. shepe, loste. 79. put. 8o. shepeherde.
81. put. forthe, let. lost¢. 8a. shepeherde, lyre. loste. 83. shepe.
shalte. 85. mewarde. 86. throughe. 9x. Haste. raddehowe.
93. _or falseread hire. howe Sesarssonke (s_'); corru2b/. 92. sOnne.
95- louedaye. 96. chese, put. 97. howe. thanke. 98. rest.
home; eeadwhom. 99. the. lox. haste., the. Ion. a).enwarde.
made. 1o3. putthe. Io4. the. reason, d".LS_Se.
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_o5 no more hereafter thee amaistry. Wherthrough I hope thou
shalt lightly come to the grace, that thou longe hast desyred, of
thilke jewel. Hast thou not herd many ensamples, how I have
comforted and releved the scholers of my lore ? Who hath
worthyed kinges in the felde? Who hath honoured ladyes in

llo boure by a perpetuel mirrour of their tr[o]uthe in my service?
Who hath caused worthy folk to voyde vyce and shame ? Who
hath holde cytees and realmes in prosperitb ? If thee liste clepe
ayen thyn olde remembraunce, thou coudest every point of this
declare in especial ; and say that I, thy maistresse, have be cause,

_5causing these thinges and many mo other.'
' Now, y-wis, madame,' quod I, ' al these thinges I knowe wel

my-selfe, and that thyn excellence passeth the understanding of
us beestes ; and that no mannes wit erthely may comprehende thy
vertues.'

_2o ' Wel than,' quod she, ' for I see thee in disese and sorowe,
I wot wel thou art oon of my nories ; I may not suffre thee so to
make sorowe, thyn owne selfe to shende. But I my-selfe come
to be thy fere, thyn hevy charge to make to seine the lesse. For wo
is him that is alone ; and to the sorye, to ben moned by a sorouful

_5wight, it is greet gladnesse. Right so, with my sicke frendes I am
sicke ; and with sorie I can not els but sorowe make, til whan
I have hem releved in suche wyse, that gladnesse, in a manet of
counterpaysing, shal restore as mokil in joye as the passed hevi-
hesse bifom did in tene. And also,' quod she, ' whan any of my

_3o sen'auntes ben alone in solitary place, I have yet ever besied me
to be with hem, in comfort of their hertes, and taught hem to
make songes of playnte and of blisse, and to endyten letters of
rethorike in queynt understondinges, and to bethinke hem in what
wyse they might best their ladies in good service plese; and

1a5also to leme maner in countenaunce, in wordes, and in bering,
and to ben meke and lowly to every wight, his name and fame to
encrese ; and to yeve gret yeftes and large, that his renom_ may
springen. But thee therof have I excused ; for thy losse and thy
grete costages, wherthrough thou art nedy, am .nothing to me

x4a unknowen ; but I hope to god somtyme it shal ben amended, as

xos. the. Io6. shalte, haste, to7. Haste. herde, howe. IxL
folke. Ix2. cyties,the. cleape. Iz3. poynte. H6. Nowe. xx8. wytte.
12o. _ethe in di:ease. 121. wore. arteone. maye. the. x23. thyae.
x25. great. 129. byfome. 13x. comforte. 134. please, x3._.
bearyng. 137. eac_ease, maye. i38. the. 139. great, wherthroughe.
art_ arae no-thinge.
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thus I sayd. In norture have I taught al myne ; and in curtesye
made hem expert, their ladies hertes to winne ; and if any wolde
[b]en.deynous or proude, or be envious or of wrecches acqueyn-
taunce, hasteiiche have I suche voyded out of my scole. For
al vyces trewly I hate ; vertues and woithinesse in al my power ,45
I avaunce.'

' Ah Xworthy creature,' quod I, ' and by juste cause the name
of goddesse dignely ye mowe berel In thee lyth the grace
thorough whiche any creature in this worlde hath any goodnesse.
Trewly, al maner of blisse and preciousnesse in venue out of ,50
thee springen and wellen, as brokes and rivers proceden from
their springes. And lyke as al waters by kynde drawen to the see,
so al kyndely thinges thresten, by ful appetyte of desyre, to drawe
after thy steppes, and to thy presence aproche as to their kyndely
perfeccion. How dare than beestes in this worlde aught forfete z55
ayenst thy devyne purveyaunce? Also, lady, ye knowen al the
privy thoughtes ; in hertes no counsayl may ben hid from your
knowing. Wheffore I wot wel, lady, that ye knowe your-selfe that
I in my conscience am and have ben willinge to your service, al
coude I never do as I shulde ; yet, forsothe, fayned I never to _6o
love otherwyse than was in myn herte ; and if I coude have made
chere to one and y-thought another, as many other doon alday
afore myn eyen, I trowe it wolde not me have vayled.'

'Certes,' quod she, ' haddest thou so don, I wolde not now
have thee here visited.' _65

' Ye were wel, lady, eke,' quod I, ' that I have not played raket,
"nettil in, docke out," and with the wethercocke waved; and
trewly, there ye me sette, by acorde of my conscience I wolde
not flye, til ye and reson, by apert strength, maden myn herte to
toume.' _7o

tin good fayth,' quod she, 'I have knowe thee ever of tho
condicions; and sithen thou woldest (in as moch as in thee was)
a made me privy of thy counsayl and juge of thy conscience
(though I forsook it in tho dayes til I saw better my tyme), wolde
never god that I shuld now fayle ; but ever I wol be redy _7_
witnessing thy sothe, in what place that ever I shal, ayenst al tho
that wol the contrary susteyne. And for as moche as to me is

x41. thasasI; ore.as. ' 143. endeyaous;readbendeyaous, wretches.
x44-schole. 148.beam. the lythe, xSI. the. z55.perfection.
Howe. XST.counsaylemaye, hydde. I58. wore. 162. dooaealdaye-
164..done. °howe. x65.the. _66.playde, x69.reason, aperte, xTz.
faythe- the. ZTa.the. x73. counsayle- x74. forsoke- x75. hOWe-
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naughtunknowen ne hid of thy privyherte,but al hastthou tho

thingesmad to me open atthe ful,thathath caused my cominge
8oin-tothisprison,tovoyde the webbes of thyne eyen,tomake thee

clerelyto see the erroursthou hast ben in. And bycause that

men ben ofdyverscondicions,some adraddetosayea sothe,and

some for a sothe anon redy to fighte, and also that I may not my-
selfe ben in place to withsaye thilke men that of thee speken

185 otherwyse than the sothe, I wol and I charge thee, in vertue of
obedience that thou to me owest, to wryten my wordes and sette

hem in wrytinges, that they mowe, as my witnessinge, ben
noted among the people. For bookes written neyther dreden ne

shamen, ne stryve conne ; but only shewen the entente of the
_9o wryter, and yeve remembraunce to the herer ; and if any wol in

thy presence saye any-thing to tho wryters, loke boldely ; truste on
Mars to answere at the ful. For certes, I shal him enfourme of
al the trouthe in thy love, with thy conscience; so that of his

helpe thou shalt not varye at thy nede. I trowe the strongest and
t95 the beste that may be founde wol not transverse thy wordes;

wherof than woldest thou drede ? '

CHAPTER III.

RETLY was I tho gladdedof thesewordes,and (as who
saith) wexen somdel light in herte; both for the auctorit_

of witnesse, and also for sikernesse of helpe of the forsayd
bebeste, and sayd :--

._ 'Trewly, lady, now am I wel gladded through comfort of
your wordes. Be it now lykinge unto your nobley to shewe
whiche folk diffame your servauntes, sithe your service ought

above al other thinges to ben commended.'
'Yet,' quod she, 'I see wel thy soule is not al out of the

to amased cloude. Thee were better to here thing that thee might
lighte out of thyn he W charge and after knowing of thyn owne
helpe, than'to stirre swete wordes and such rcsons to here;

for in a thoughtful soule (and namely suche oon as thou art)
wol not yet suche thinges sinken. Come of, theffore, and let

x78. herr. lTth9e made. x8o. the. tgI. re. 185. anone, fyght._84. with.my. . x85. the. x88. amonge. 189. _ane{;_

xgx. -thynge. 194. share, z925.maye. trammerr_Cn. HI. x. gladed; see L 5- somdele, b. howe. comforte. 6.
nowe. 7- folke. 9. se. Io. the (tw/ce). :L light, x3. one. art¢.
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me seen thy bevy charge, that I may the lightlier for thy comfort t5
purveye.'

'Now, certes, lady,' quod I, ' the moste comfort I might have
were utterly to wete me be sure in herte of that Margaryte I

serve; and so I thinke to don with al mightes, whyle my lyfe
dureth.' 20

'Than,' quod she, 'mayst thou therafter, in suche wyse that
misplesaunce ne entre ?'

In good fayth,' quod I, 'there shal no misplesaunce be
caused through trespace on my syde.'

' And I do thee to weten,' quod she, ' I sere never yet person 25
to serve in no place (but-if he caused the contrary in defautes

and trespaces) that he ne spedde of his service.'
_Myn owne erthly lady,' quod I tho, band yet remembre to

your worthinesse how long sithen, by many revolving of yeres,
in tyme whan Octobre his leve ginneth take and Novembre 3o

sheweth him to sight, whan bernes ben ful of goodes as is the
nutte on every halke; and than good lond-tillers ginne shape
for the erthe with greet travayle, to bringe forth more corn to

mannes sustenaunce, ayenst the nexte yeres folowing. In suche
tyme of plentee he that hath an home and is wyse, list not to 3s

wander mervayles to seche, but he be constmyned or excited.
Oft the lothe thing is doon, by excitation of other mannes
opinion, whiche wolden fayne have myn abydinge. [Tho gan I]
take in herte of luste to tmvayle and see the wynding of the erthe

in that tyme of winter. By woodes that large stretes wern in, 40

by smale pathes that swyn and hogges hadden made, as lanes
with ladels their maste to seche, I walked thinkinge alone

a wonder greet whyle ; and the grete beestes that the woode
haunten and adorneth al maner forestes, and heerdes gonne to

wilde. Than, er I was war, I neyghed to a see-banke ; and for 4S
ferde of the beestes "shipcraft" I clyde. For, lady, I trowe ye

were wel your-selfe, nothing is werse than the beestes that
shulden ben tame, if they cacche her wildenesse, and ginne ayen

waxe ramage. Thus forsothe was I a-ferd, and to shippe me
hyed. So

Than were there y-nowe to lacche myn handes, and drawe me

75. _ae. comforte. 16. l_nraey. 77. Nowe. eomforte. 2L mayste.
25. the. set. 29. howe. 30. leaue. 32. londe-. 33- great.
forthe, come. 35- pleatie, lyste. 37. doone. 38. IsN/_/y Tho gan I.
39"se. 40. werae. 41. swyne. 43. greaL great. 44. gone; read
gonne. 45. ware. 46. shypcmfte. 48. catche. 49. a-ferde. 5x. lache.
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to shippe, of whiche many I knew wel the names. Sight was
the first, Lust was another, Thought was the thirde ; and Wil eke
was there a mayster ; these broughten me within-borde of this

55 shippe of Traveyle. So whan the sayl was sprad, and this ship
gan to move, the wind and water gan for to ryse, and overthwartly
to tume the welken. The wawes semeden as they kiste togider;
but often under colour of kissinge is mokel old hate prively
closed and kept. The storm so straungely and in a devouring

60 maner gan so faste us assayle, that I supposed the date of my
deth shulde have mad there his ginning. Now up, now downe,
now under the wawe and now aboven was my ship a greet
whyle. And so by mokel duresse of tweders and of stormes,
and with greet avowing [of] pilgrimages, I was driven to an yle,

65 where utterly I wende fir_ to have be rescowed ; but trewly, Cat
the first ginning, it seined me so perillous the haven to caeehe, •
that but thorow grace I had ben comforted, of lyre "I was ful
dispayred. Trewly, lady, if ye remembre a-right of al maner
thinges, your-selfe cam hastely to sene us see-driven, and to

70weten what we weren. But first ye were deynous of chere, after
whiche ye gonne better a-lighte; and ever, as me thought, ye
lived in greet drede of disese; it semed so by your chere.
And whan I was certifyed of your name, the lenger I loked in
you, the more I you goodly dradde; and ever myn herte on you

75 opened the more ; and so in a litel tyme my ship was out of
mynde. But, lady, as ye me ladde, I was war bothe of beestes
and of fisshes, a greet nombre thronging togider ; among whiche
a muskel, in a blewe shel, had enclosed a Margaryte-perle, the
moste precious and best that ever to-forn cam in my sight.

s_ And ye tolden your-selfe, that ilke jewel in his kinde was so
good and so vertuous, that her better shulde I never finde, al
sought I ther-after to the worldes ende. And with that I held
my pees a greet whyle; and ever sithen I have me bethought on
the man that sought the precious Margarytes ; and whan he had

55 founden oon to his lyking, he soide al his good to bye that jewel.
Y-wis, thought I, (and yet so I thinke), now have I founden the
jewel that myn herte desyreth ; wherto shulde I seche further ?

5a. many; read meynee, knewe. 55. sayle, shyppe. 56. wynde_
58.olde. 59. kepte,storme. 6L made. 6x, 62. howe. 6a. shyppe. 6a,
64. great. 63. wethers; read weders. 64. ar_-up_/yof. 65. as; readat.
66. catche. 67. thorowe. 69. came. 7x. a-lyght. 7a. great, disease.
75. thyppe. 76.lad. ware. 77. great, amonge. 79. to-romecame.
8a. helde. 83. peace, great. 85. one. 86. howe. 87. myne.
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Trewly, now wol I stinte, _nd on this Margaryte I sette me for
ever: now than also, sithen I wiste wel it was your wil that

I shulde so suche a service me take ; and so to desyre that thing, 9°
of whiche I never have blisse. There liveth non but he hath

disese ; your might than that brought me to suche service, that to

me is cause of sorowe and of joye. I wonder of your worde that

ye sayn, "to bringen men in-to joye" ; and, pard_, ye were wel
that defaut ne trespace may not resonably ben put to me-wardes, 95
as fer as my conscience knoweth.

But of my disese me list now a whyle to speke, and to enforme

you in what maner of blisse ye have me thronge. For truly
I wene, that al gladnesse, al joye, and al mirthe is heshet under
locke, and the kcye throwe in suche place that it may not be ioo

founde. My brenning wo hath altred al my hewe. Whan

I shulde slepe, I walowe and I thinke, and me disporte. Thus
combred, I seine that al folk had me mased. Also, lady myne,

desyre hath longe dured, some speking to have ; or els at the lest
have ben enmoysed with sight ; and for wantinge of these thinges xo5
my mouth wolde, and he durst, pleyne right sore, sithen yvels
for my goodnesse arn manyfolde to me yolden. I wonder, lady,
trewly, save evermore your reverence, how ye mowe, for shame,

suche thinges suffre on your servaunt to be so multiplied.
Wheffore, kneling with a lowe herte, I pray you to rue on this x_o

caytif, that of nothing now may serve. Good lady, if ye liste,
now your help to me shewe, that am of your privyest servantes
at al assayes in this tyme, and under your winges of proteccion.

No help to me-wardes is shapen; how shal than straungets in
any wyse after socour loke, whan I, that am so privy, yet of helpe _x5
I do fayle ? Further may I not, but thus in this prison abyde;

what bondes and chaynes me holden, lady, ye see wel your-selfe.
A renyant forjuged hath not halle the care. But thus, syghing

and sobbing, I wayle here alone ; and here it for comfort of your
presence, right herewolde I sterve. And yet alitel am I gladded, 12o

that so goodly suehe grace and non hap have I bent, graciously

to fynde the precious },[argarite, that (al other left) men shulde
bye, if they shulde therfore selle al her substaunce. Wo is me,

88. nowe. 89. Nowe. 9_. none. 9s. disease. .94- sayne.
95. reasonnbly. 96. ferre. 97. disease. 1o3. folke. Ioo. mouthe.
Io7. arne. 1o8. howe. nL caytife. I12. howe. helpe. 113.
l_.otection. 114. helpe, howe. iz 5. soconre. If6. maye. H_'. se.
Hg. com/'orte. .t:so. gladed. ]21. none. hente. ].a'_.lefte. I_3. sel.
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that so many let-games and purposeobrekers ben ranked wayters,
;_5 suche prisoners as I am to overioke and to hinder; and, for

suche lettours, it is hard any suche jewel to winne. Is this, hdy,
an honour to thy deitee ? Me thinketh, by right, suche people
shulde have no maistrye, ne ben overlokers over none of thy
servauntes. Trewly, were it leful unto you, to al the goddes

J3o wolde I playne, that ye rule your devyne purveyaunce amonges
your servantes nothing as ye shulde. Also, lady, my moeble is
insuffysaunt to countervayle the price of this jewel, or els to
make th'eschange. Eke no wight is worthy suche perles to were
but kinges or princes or els their peres. This jewel, for vertue,

35wold adorne and make fayre al a realme ; the nobley of vertue is
so moche, that her goodnesse overal is commended. Who is it
that wolde not wayle, but he might suche richesse have at his
wil ? The vertue therof out of this prison may me deliver, and
naught els. And if I be not ther-thorow holpen, I see my-selfe

,40 withouten recovery. Although I might hence voyde, yet wolde
I not ; I wolde abyde the day that destenee hath me ordeyned,
wlfiche I suppose is without amendement ; so sore is my herte
bounden, that I may thinken non other. Thus strayte, lady,
hath sir Daunger hced me in stockes, I leve it be not your wil ;

'45 and for I see you taken so litel hede, as me thinketh, and wol
not maken by your might the vertue in mercy of the Margaryte
on me for to strecche, so as ye mowe wel in case that you liste_
my blisse and my mirthe am feld; sicknesse and sorowe ben
alwaye redy. The cope of tene is wounde aboute al my body,

,5o that stonding is me best; unneth may I ligge for pure misesy
sorowe. And yet al this is litel ynough to he the ernest-silver in
forwarde of this bargayne ; for treble-folde so mokel muste I suffer
er tyme come of myn ese. For he is worthy no welthe, that may
no wo suffer. And certes, I am hevy to thinke on these thinges ;

,._ but who shal yeve me water ynough to drinke, lest myn eyen
drye, for renning stremes of teres ? Who shal waylen with me
myn owne happy hevinesse ? Who shal counsaile me now in
my lyking tene, and in my goodly harse i_ I not. For ever the
more I brenne, the more I coveyte; the more that I sorow, the

,60 more thrist I in gladnesse. Who shal than yeve me a contrarious

726. harde, xa7, deytie, x33. we.are, i_9. th_-thorowe. _.
z4t. daye. destenye. I43. maye. none. x45. a¢. 147. sLtctche.
I48. arae. ;50. mir_a.,_. 15s.yaoughe, I53. ease. maye, s56.
tcares. _57-myne. howe. 158. bane (,rk);for harme7
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drink, to stanche the thurste of my blisful bitternesse ? Lo, thus
I brenne and I drenche ; I shiver and I swete. To this reversed
yvel was never yet ordeyned salve ; forsoth al tleches ben uncon-
ning, save the Margaryte alone, any suche remedye to purveye.'

CHAPTER IV.

ID with these wordes I brast out to wepe, that every teereof myne eyen, for greetnesse seined they boren out the bal of
my sight, and that al the water had ben out-ronne. Than thought
me that Love gan a litel to hevye for miscomfort of my there ;
and gan soberly and in esy maner speke, wel avysinge what 5
she say& Comenly the wyse speken esily and softe for many
skiUes. Oon is, their wordes are the better bileved ; and also, in
esy spekinge, avysement men may cacche, what to putte forth
and what to holden in. And also, the auctoritb of esy wordes is
the more ; and eke, they yeven the more understandinge to other 1o
intencion of the mater. Right so this lady esely and in a softe
manet gan say these wordes.

¶ ' Mervayle,' quod she, 'greet it is, that by no manet of sem-
blauat, as fer as I can espye, thou list not to have any recour ;
but ever thou playnest and sorowest, and wayes of remedye, for x5
folisshe wilfulnesse, thee list not to seche. But enquyre of thy
next frendes, that is, thyne inwit and me that have ben thy
maystresse, and the recour and fyne of thy disese; If]or of disese is
gladnesse and joy, with a ful tvessel so helded, that it quencheth
the felinge of the firste tenes. But thou that were wont not only 2o
these thinges remembre in thyne herte, but also fooles therof to
enfourmen, in aduuUinge of their errours and distroying of their
derke opinions, and in comfort of their sere thoughtes ; now canst
thou not ben comfort of thyn owne soule, in thinking of these
thinges. O where hast thou be so longe commensal, that hast so 2s
nu'kel eeten of the potages of foryeffulnesse, and dronken so of
ignorance, that the olde souking[es] whiche thou haddest of me
am amaystred and lore fro al maner of knowing? O, this is

16I. drinke. I6a. swea/_, t6a. lyches (for leches). 164. puruey.

CH. IV. a. great-. 4- heauy. 5. easy. 6. easyly. 7- One.
8. easy speakynge, catche, put forthe. 9. easy. 11: hutye easely.
x& great. I4. ferre. I6. the lyste, x7. iawytte, x_. aiseue (_w_).
x9. neuel; mir_intfor_essel, ao. wonte, onely, aa. distroyeng.
a& comforte, scare, a4. comforte, a5. haste, a7. soukyng, aS.arae.
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a worthy person to helpe other, that can not counsayle him-selfe t '
So And with these wordes, for pure and stronge shame, l wox al

reed.

And she than, seing me so astonyed by dyvers stoundes,

sodainly (which thing kynde hateth) gan deliciously me comforte
with sugred wordes, putting me in ful hope that I shulde the

35 Margarke getten, if I folowed her hestes ; and gan with a fayre
clothe to wypen the teres that hingen on my chekes ; and than
sayd I in this wyse.

'Now, wel of wysdom and of al welthe, withouten thee may

nothing ben lerned; thou berest the keyes of al privy thinges.
4o In vayne travayle men to cacche any stedship, but-if ye, lady,

first the locke unshet. Ye, lady, lerne us the wayes and the

by-pathes to heven. Ye, lady, maken al the hevenly bodyes
goodly and benignely to don her cours, that governen us beestes

here on erthe. Ye armen your servauntes ayenst al debates with
45 imperciable harneys ; ye setten in her hertes insuperable blood of

hardinesse ; ye leden hem to the parfit good. Yet al thing
desyreth ye weme no man of helpe, that _cwol don your
lore. Graunt me now a litel of your grace, al my sorowes
to cese.'

5o 'Myne owne servaunt,' quod she, 'trewly thou sittest nye

myne herte ; and thy badde chere gan softly me greve. But
amonge thy playning wordes, me thought, thou allegest thinges to
be letting of thyne helpinge and thy grace to hinder ; wherthrough,

me thinketh, that wanhope is crope thorough thyn herr. God

_5 forbid that nyse unthrifty thought shulde come in thy mynde,
thy wittes to trouble ; sithen every thing in coming is contingent.

Wheffore make no more thy proposicion by an impossible.
But now, I praye thee reherse me ayen tho thinges that
thy mistrust causen ; and thilke thinges I thinke by reson to

6o distroyen, and putte ful hope in thyn here. What understondest

thou there,' quod she, 'by that thou saydest, "many let-games

are thyn overlokers?" And also by "that thy moeble is in-
suffysannt "? I not what thou therof menest.'

'Trewly; quod I, 'by the first I say, that janglers evermore

63 am spekinge rather of yvel than of good ; for every age of man

30. woxe. 5._-thyuge. 56. teares. 38. Nowe. w'ysedom, the.
59. bearest. 4o. catche. 4_. done her course. 45. blode. 46.
leaden, parfyte, thynge. 47. wera. wele ; read wol. done. 48.
howe. 49. cease_ 53. wherthroughe. 58. howe. the. 59- reason.
6o. put. 61. lette-games. 63. meanest. 6,5. am,-
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rather enclyneth to wickednesse, than any goodnesse to avaunce.
Also false wordes springen so wyde, by the stering of false lying
tonges, that fame als swiftely flyeth to her eres and sayth many
wicked tales ; and as soone shal falsenesse ben leved as tr[o]uthe,
for al his gret sothnesse. 70

Now by that other,' quod I, 'me thinketh thilke jewel so
precious, that to no suche wrecche as I am wolde vertue therof
extende; and also I am to feble in worldly joyes, any suche
jewel to countrevayle. For suche people that worldly joyes ban
at her wil ben sette at the highest degree, and most in reverence 75
ben accepted. For false wening maketh felicit_ therin to be
supposed ; but suche caytives as I am evermore ben hindred.'

'Certes,' quod she, ' take good hede, and I shal by reson to
thee shewen, that al these thinges mowe nat lette thy purpos
by the leest point that any wight coude pricke. So

CHAPTER V.

EMEMBREST nat,' quod she, 'ensample is oon of the
strongest maner[es], as for to preve a mannes purpos ?

Than if I now, by ensample, enduce thee to any proposieion, is
it nat preyed by strength ?'

'Yes, forsothe,' quod I. 5
' Wel,' quod she, ' raddest thou never how Paris of Troye and

Heleyne loved togider, and yet had they not entrecomuned of
speche? Also Acrisius shette Dane his doughter in a tour, for
suertee that no wight shulde of her have no maistry in my
service; and yet Jupiter by signes, without any speche, had _o
al his purpose ayenst her fathers wiL And many suche mo have
ben knitte in trouthe, and yet spake they never togider; for
that is a thing enclosed under secretnesse of privyt_, why twey
persons entremellen hertes after a sight. The power in knowing,
of such thinges Tto preven, shal nat al utterly be yeven to you t5
beestes; for many th!nges, in suehe precious maters, ben
reserved to jugement of devyne purveyaunce; for among lyving

people, by mannes con_ideraeion, moun they nat be determined.

67. steeryng, lying. 68. ¢_res. 72. wtetche. 78. reason. 79.
the. let. purpo_

CH, V. I. one. 2. matter ; re_ maneres, purpose. 5. hOWe. the.
4. proued. 6. howe. 9. aaertie. 15. so ; r_f to. 17. lyueng.
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Wherfore I saye, al the envy, al the janglinge, that wel ny [al]
•o people upon my servauntes maken tofte, is rather cause of esployte

than of any hindringe.'

, Why, than,' quod I, ' suffre ye such wrong ; and moun, whan
ye list, lightly al such yvels abate? Me semeth, to you it is
a greet unworship.'

25 'O,' quod she, ' hold now thy pees. I have founden to many
that han ben to me unkynde, that trewly I wol suffre every wight

in that wyse to have disese ; and who that continueth to the ende

wel and trewly, hem wol I helpen, and as for oon of myne in-to

blisse [don] to wende. As [in] marcial doing in Grece, who

3o was y-crowned ? By god, nat the strongest ; but he that rathest

corn and lengest abood and continued in the journey, and spared
nat to traveyle as long as the play leste. But thilke person, that

profred him now to my service, [and] therin is a while, and anon

voideth and [is] redy to another; and so now oon he thinketh
•_5 and now another ; and in-to water entreth and anon respireth :

such oon list me nat in-to perfit blisse of my service bringe.

A tree ofte set in dyvers places wol nat by kynde endure to bringe
forth frutes. Loke now, I pray thee, how myne olde servauntes
of tyme passed continued in her service, and folowe thou after

4o their steppes ; and than might thou not fayle, in case thou worche

in this wyse.'

'Certes,' quod I, 'it is nothing lich, this world, to tyme
passed ; eke this countr_ hath oon manet, and another countr_

hath another. And so may nat a man alway putte to his eye the
45 salve that he heled with his hele. For this is sothe: betwixe

two thinges liche, ofte dyversit_ is required.'

' Now,' quod she,' that is sothe; dyversit_ of nation, dyversit_ of
lawe, as was maked by many resons; for that dyversit_ cometh in
by the contrarious malice of wicked people, that han envyous hertes

so ayenst other. But trewly, my lawe to my servauntes ever hath

ben in general, whiche may nat fayle. For right as mannes tlawe
that is ordained by many determinacions, may nat be knowe for

good or badde, til assay of the people hart proved it and [founders]
to what ende it draweth ; and than it sheweth the necessit_

19. I su_O/3,al. ao_ eft©; read ofte. a4. great, aS. holde nowe
thy pence, a7. disease, ag. one. I supply don. ./"supp_ in.
3z. come. abode. 3a. lest. 33. nowe. 1 su_ and. _4. I sup_y is.
howe one. 35. nowe_ 36. one. perfyte. 38. nowe° the howe. 4a.
worlde. 45. one. 44. alwaye put. 4._. healed. 47, Nowe. 48.
reasont. 51. lawes; read lawe. _a. determinatiSs. 53- Isu/_/Y fonndem
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therof, or els the impossibilit_ : right so the lawe of my servauntes 55

so wel hath ben proved in general, that hitherto hath it not fayled.
Wiste thou not wel that al the lawe of kynde is my lawe, and

by god ordayned and stablisshed to dure by kynde resoun?
Wheffore al lawe by mannes witte purveyed ought to be underput

to lawe of kynde, whiehe yet hath be commune to every kyndely 6o
creature ; that my statutes and my lawe that ben kyndely arn
general to al peoples. Olde doinges and by many turninges of

yeres used, and with the peoples maner proved, mowen nat so
lightly ben defased ; but newe doinges, contrariauntes suche olde,

ofte cansen diseses and breken many purposes. Yet saye I nat 65
therfore that ayen newe mischeef men shulde nat ordaynen
a newe remedye ; but alwaye looke it contrary not the olde no
ferther than the malice streccheth. Than foloweth it, the olde

doinges in love han ben universal, as for most exployte[s] forth
used ; wherfore I wol not yet that of my lawes nothing be adnulled. 70

But thanne to thy purpos: suche jangelers and lokers, and
wayters of games, if thee thinke in aught they mowe dere, yet

love wel alwaye, and sette hem at naught ; and let thy port ben
lowe in every wightes presence, and redy in thyne herte to
maynteyne that thou hast begonne ; and a litel thee fayne with 7._

mekenesse in wordes; and thus with sleyght shalt thou surmount
and dequace the yvel in their hertes. And wysdom yet is to seine
flye otherwhyle, there a man wol fighte. Thus with sucbe thinges

the tonges of yvel shal ben stilled ; els fully to graunte thy ful
meninge, for-sothe ever was and ever it shal be, that myn enemyes 80
ben aferde to truste to any fightinge. And therfore have thou no

cowardes herte in my service, no more than somtyme thou

haddest in the contrarye. For if thou drede suche jangleres, thy
viage to make, understand wet, that he that dredeth any rayn, to
sowe his comes, he shal have than [bare] berries. Also he that 85
is aferd of his clothes, let him daunce naked! Who nothing

undertaketh, and namely in my service, nothing acheveth. After
grete stormes the tweder is often mery and smothe. After

moc_e clatering, there is mokil rowning. Thus, after jangling
wordes, cometh "huissht I pees ! and be stille 1"' 9°

' O good lady I ' quo_ I than, ' see now how, seven yere passed -

58. reasoun. 59. purueyde, vnderputte. 6;. ame. 65. diseases.
breaken. 66. mischefe. 68. streteheth. 69. cxployte forthe. 7o.
nothynge. 7J. purpose. 7a. the. 7& lette, porte, 75- the.
77. wysdome, 78. fyght. 79. grannt. 80. metnynge. 84. vnder-
stande, rayne. 85. l.¢uJ_/y bare. 86. aferde. 88. great, wether;
readweder. 9o. huysshte, peace, atyl. 9z. se uowe howe.
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and more, have I grafted and tgrobbed a vyne ; and with al the
wayes that I coude I sought to a fed me of the grape ; but frute
have I non founde. Also I have this seven ),ere served Laban, to

9_ a wedded Rachel his doughter; but blere-eyed Lya is brought to
my bedde, which alway engendreth my tene, and is ful of children
in tribulacion and in care. And although the dippinges and
kissinges of Rachel shulde seme to me swete, yet is she so
harayne that gladuesse ne joye by no way wol springe ; so that

ioo I may wepe with Rachel. I may not ben counsayled with solace,
sithen issue of myn hertely desyre is fayled. Now than I pray that
to me [come] sone fredom and grace in this eightieth] yere; this
eighteth mowe to me bothe be kinrest and masseday, after the
seven werkedays of travayle, to folowe the Christen lawe ; and,

io5 what ever ye do els, that thilke Margaryte be holden so, lady, in
your privy chambre, that she in this case to none other person be
committed.'

' Loke than,' quod she, ' thou persever in my service, in whiche
I have thee grounded ; that thilke scorn in thyn enemyes mowe

lxo this on thy person be not sothed : "1o ! this man began to edefye,
but, for his foundement is bad, to the ende may he it not bringe."
For mekenesse in countenaunce, with a manly herr in dedes and
in longe continuaunce, is the conisance of my livery to al my
retinue delivered. What wenest thou, that me list avaunce suche

,5 persons as loven the first sittinges at feestes, the highest stoles in
churches and in hal, loutinges of peoples in markettes and fayres ;
unstedfaste to byde in one place any whyle togider; wening his
owne wit more excellent than other; scorning al maner devyse
but his own ? Nay, nay, god woh these shul nothing patten of

szo my blisse. Truly, my manet here-toforn hath ben [to] worship[pc]
with my blisse lyons in the felde and lambes in chambre;
egles at assaute and maydens in halle; foxes in counsayle, stil[le]
in their dedes ; and their proteccioun is graunted, redy to ben
a bridge ; and their baner is arered, like wolves in the felde.

12._Thus, by these wayes, shul men ben avaunced; ensample of
David, that from keping of shepe was drawen up in-to the order
of kingly governaunce; and Jupiter, from a bole, to ben Europcs
fere ; and Julius Cesar, from the lowest degr_ in Rome, to be
mayster of al erthly princes ; and Eneas from hel, to be king of

9a. groubed. 94. nonc. sos. Nowe. Ioz. Isul_ly come.
1o5. kyarest(.r_). ]o9. skorne, xlo. this; readthus? sao. toforne.
Jal. wo_bip; re_zdwmshipp¢(vcrS). 12a.styL Iz5. protcct;on_
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the countrh there Rome is now stonding. And so to thee I say ; ,30
thy grace, by bering ther-after, may sette thee in suche plight,
that no jangling may greve the leest tucke of thy hemmes ; that

[suche] are their _jangles, is nought to couute at a cresse in thy
disavauntage.

CHAPTER VI.

VER,' quod she, ' hath the people in this worlde desyred
to have had greet name in worthinesse, and hated foule

to here any [en]fame; and that is oon of the objeccions thou
alegest to be ayen thyne hertely desyre.'

' Ye, forsothe,' quod I ; ' and that, so comenly, the people wol 5
lye, and bringe aboute suche enfame.'

'Now,' quod she, ' if men with lesinges putte on thee enfame,

wenest thy-selfe therby ben enpeyred? That wening is wrong;
see why; for as moche as they lyen, thy meryte encreseth, and

make[thJ thee ben more worthy, to hem that knowen of the soth ; 1o
by what thing thou art apeyred, that in so mokil thou art encresed

of thy beloved frendes. And sothly, a wounde of thy frende [is]
to thee lasse harm, ye, sir, and better than a fals kissing in disceyv-

able glosing of thyne enemy ; above that than, to be wel with thy

frende maketh _voyd] suehe enfame. JErKo, thou art encresed _5
and not apeyred.'

' Lady,' quod I, 'somtyme yet, if a man be in disese, th'estima-

eion of the envyous people ne loketh nothing to desertes of men,
ne to the merytes of their doinges, but only to the aventure of
fortune; and theraftet they yeven their sentence. And some 20

Ioken the voluntary wil in his here, and therafter telleth his

jugement ; not taking hede to reson ne to the qualit[ of the
doing; as thus. If a man be fiche and fulfild with worldly
welfulnesse, some commenden it, and sayn it is so lent by juste

cause ; and he that hath adversith, they sayn he is weked; and 25
hath deserved thilke anoy. The contrarye of these thinges some

xSo. nowe. the. zSz. s_the. 15z. lest. z35. i.-mghes; readjangle_
CH. VL z. great, beare. 3. read enfame ; _eeI. 6. one. objections.

7- Howe. leasynges put on the. 8. wronge. 9. se- encreaseth.
zo. the. zz. zrt¢encreased, z-,. Isupply is. 13, the. harme, false.
x5. ./'_'u_,voyd. axte. z7. dk,ease. zz. reason, a5. fulfylde.
24. zzyae, lent¢. 25. _zyne. weakcd ; read wikked1 26. aaoye.
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men holden also ; and sayn that to the fiche prosperit_ is pur-
rayed in-to his confusion ; and upon this mater many autofitts
of many and greet-witted clerkes they alegen. And some men

30 sayn, though al good estimacion forsake folk that han adversitY,
yet is it meryte and encrees of his blisse ; so that these purposes
arn so wonderful in understanding, that trewly, for myn adversit_
now, I not how the sentence of the indifferent people wil jugen
my fame.'

35 'Theffore,' quod she, ' if any wight shulde yeve a trewe sen-
tence on suche maters, the cause of the disese maist thou see
wel. Understand ther-upon after what ende it draweth, that is to
sayne, good or badde ; so ought it to have his fame tby goodnesse
or enfame by badnesse. For [of] every resonable person, and

4o namely of a wyse man, his wit ought not, without reson to-forn
herd, sodainly in a mater to juge. After the sawes of the wyse,
"thou shalt not juge ne deme toforn thou knowe."'

'Lady,' quod I, 'ye remembre wel, that in moste laude and
praysing of certayne seyntes in holy churche, is to rehersen their

45 conuersion from badde in-to good ; and that is so rehersed, as
by a perpetual mirrour of remembraunce, in worshippinge of
tho sayntes, and good ensample to other misdoers in amende-
merit. How turned the Romayne Zedeoreys fro the Romaynes,
to be with Hanibal ayenst his kynde nacion; and afterwardes,

5o him seming the Romayns to be at the next degr_ of confusion,
turned to his olde alyes ; by whose witte after was Hanibal dis-
comfited. Wherfore, to enfourme you, lady, the manet-why
I mene, see now. In my youth I was &awe to ben assentaunt
and (in my mightes) helping to certain conjuracions and other

_5grete maters of ruling of citizins; and thilke thinges ben my
drawers in ; and ex[c_itours to tho maters wern so paynted and
coloured that (at the prime face) me semed them noble and
glorious to al the people. I than, wening mikel meryte have
deserved in furthering and mayntenannce of tho thinges, besyed

6oand laboured, with al my diligence, in werkinge of thilke maters
to the ende. And trewly, lady, to teUe you the sothe, me fought
litel of any hate of the mighty senatours in thilke cit_, ne of

27. sayae, ag. great. 30. forsaken; read forsake. 3z.
encrease. 3_. arae. 33- hOWe.howe. 36. diseaso, se. 37-
vnderstande. 38. fame or by goodneaseenfame; read fame by goodnesse
or enfame. 39. °eu_O/_lYof. reasonable. 40. wytte, reasonto-rome.
4z. herde. 4a. tofome. 4G.conuercion. 48. Howe. zedeo:eysor
3edeoreys. 53. meanese nowe. 5G.great- 56. exitoum, werne.6s. tel
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eomunesmalice;fortwoskilles.Oon was,1had comforttoben

in suche plyte, that bothe profit were to me and to my frendes.
Another was, for commen profit in cominaltee is not but pees and 6s
tranquilitY, with just governaunce, proceden from thilke profit ;
sithen, by counsayle of myne inwitte, me thought the firste painted
thinges malice and yvel meninge, withouten any good avayling to
any people, and of tyrannye purposed. And so, for pure sorowe,
and of my medlinge and badde infame that I was in ronne, tho 7o
[the] teres [that] lasshed out of myne eyen were thus awaye
wasshe, than the under-hidde malice and the rancour of purposing
envye, forncast and imagined in distruccion of mokil people,
shewed so openly, that, had I ben blind, with myne hondes al the
circumstaunce I might wel have feled. 7s

Now than tho persones that suche thinges have cast to redresse,
for wrathe of my first medlinge, shopen me to dwelle in this pyn-
ande prison, til Lachases my threed no lenger wolde twyne. And
ever I was sought, if me liste to have grace of my lyre and
frenesse of that prison, I shulde openly confesse how pees might 80
ben enduced to enden al the firste rancours. It was fully
supposed my knowing to be ful in tho maters. Than, lady,
I thought that every man that, by any waye of right, rightfully
don, may helpe any comune twele to ben saved ; whiche thing to
kepe above al thinges I am holde to mayntayne, and namely in 8s
distroying of a wrong; al shulde I therthrough enpeche myn
owne fete, if he were gilty and to do misdeed assentaunt. And
mayster ne frend may nought avayle to the soule of him that
in falsnesse deyeth ; and also that I nere desyred wrathe of the
people ne indignacion of the worthy, for nothinge that ever I 90
wrought or did, in any doing my-selfe els, but in the mayntenaunce
of these foresayd errours and in hydinge of the privitees therof.
And that al the peoples hertes, holdinge on the errours syde,
weren blinde and of elde so ferforth begyled, that debat and
stry/"they maynteyned, and in distruccion on that other syde ; 95
by whiche cause the pees, that moste in comunaltee shulde be
desyred, was in poynte to be broken and adnuiled. Also the eitee
of London, that is to me so dere and swete, in whiche I was forth

63. One. comforte. 6,F profyte. 65. profyte, comynahie, peace.
66. profyte. 68. meanyng_; 7I. I a_2_lytheand that. 7a. nmcoure.
73. fomecaste, distraction. 74. blyade. 76. lqowe, caste. 77- dwel.
78. threde. 80. howepeace. 8z. endmed. 84. dome. maye. helpe
(ee_,a/edaflercomea);re_mrwele,th}lage, 86. distroyeng. 87. misdede.
88. frendemaye. 94. -forthe. debate. 95. stryfe, distruction. 96.
peace, comtmaltie. 97- cytie. 98. fort.he.
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growen; (and more kyndely love have I to that place than to any
xoo other in erthe, as every kyndely creature hath fol appetyte to that

place of his kyndly engendrure, and to wilne reste and pees
in that stede to abyde); thilke pees shulde thus there have ben
broken, and of al wyse it is commended and desyred. For knowe
thing it is, al men that desyren to comen to the perfit pees ever-

in5 lasting must the pees by god commended bothe mayntayne and
kepe. This pees by angels royce was confirmed, our god entringe
in this worlde. This, as for his Testament, he lefte to al his
frendes, whanne he retourned to the place from whence he cam ;
this his apostel amonesteth to holden, without whiche man perfitly

1omay have non insight. Also this god, by his coming, made not
pees alone betwene hevenly and erthly bodyes, but also amonge
us on erthe so he pees confirmed, that in one heed of love non
body we shulde peffourme. Also I remembre me wel how the
name of Athenes was rather after the god of pees than of batayle,

_5shewinge that pees moste is necessarie to comunaltees and citees.
I than, so styred by al these wayes toforn nempned, declared
certayne poyntes in this wyse. Firste, that thilke persones
that hadden me drawen to their purposes, and me not weting the
privy entent of their meninge, drawen also the feeble-witted

12o people, that have non insight of gubernatif prudence, to clamure
and to crye on maters that they styred ; and under poyntes for
comune avauntage they enbolded the passif to take in the
actives doinge; and also styred innocentes of conning to crye
after thinges, whiche (quod they) may not stande but we ben

_s executours of tho maters, and auctoritb of execucion by comen
eleccion to us be delivered. And that muste entre by strength of
your mayntenaunce. For we out of suche degree put, oppression
of these olde hindrers shal agayn surmounten, and putten you in
such subjeccion, that in endelesse wo ye shul complayne.

_3n The govemementes (quod they) of your cit_ lefte in the handes
of torcencious citezins, shal bringe in pestilence and distruccion
to you, good men; and therfore let us have the comune ad-
ministracion to abate suche yvels. Also (quod they) it is worthy
the good to commende, and the gilty desertes to chastice. There

33ben citezens many, for-ferde of execucion that shal be doon ; for

_ol-6. peace(fr_ tins_), in4. thynge, perfyte. In7. leR. _o8.came.
zo9. perlytely, lxo. none. x_I-a, peacerJ'/vice).• Ix2. one(/'wffe).
xz3. howe. 114-5. peace (/-a_'ce). Iz5. comuaaltiesand cytes, zl6.
toforne. 119. meanyage, feoble, tan. none. gubernatfle, l_a.
passyfe. In6. election, x_8. agayae, xa9. subiecttoa, z31. dis-
traction. 135. doone.
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extorcions by hem committed ben evermore ayenst these purposes
and al other good mevinges. Never-the-latter, lady, trewly the
meninge under these wordes was, fully to have apeched the
mighty senatoures, whiche hadden hevy herte for the misgover-
naunce that they seen. And so, lady, whan it fel that free s4o
eleccion [was mad], by greet clamour of moche people, [that] for
greet disese of misgovernaunce so fervently stoden in her eleccion
that they hem submitted to every maner _fate rather than have
suffred the maner and the rule of the hated governours ; nob
withstandinge that in the contrary helden moche comune meyny, _45
that have no consideracion but only to voluntary lustes withouten
reson. But than thilke governour so forsaken, fayninge to-forn
his undoinge for misrule in his tyme, shoop to have letted thilke
eleccion, and have made a newe, him-selfe to have ben chosen ;
and under that, mokil tore [to] have arered. These thinges, lady, _So
knowen among the princes, and made open to the people,
draweth in amendement, that every degree shal ben ordayned to
stande there-as he shulde ; and that of errours coming herafter
men may lightly to-fore-hand purvaye remedye ; in this wyse pees
and rest to be furthered and holde. Of the whiche thinges, lady, _55
thilke persones broughten in answere to-forn their moste soverayne
juge, not coarted by payninge dures, openly knowlegederh and
asked therof grace ; so that apertly it preveth my wordes ben
sothe, without forginge of lesinges.

But now it greveth me to remembre these dyvers sentences, in x6o
janglinge of these shepy people ; certes, me thinketh, they oughten
to maken joye that a sothe may be knowe. For my trouthe and
my conscience ben witnesse to me bothe, that this (knowinge
sothe) have I sayd, for no harme ne malice of tho persones, but
only for trouthe of my sacrament in my ligeaunce, by whiche _65
I was charged on my kinges behalfe. But see ye not now, lady,
how the felonous thoughtes of this people and covins of wicked
men conspyren ayen my sothfast trouth I See ye not every wight
that to these erroneous opinions were assentaun h and helpes to
the noyse, and knewen al these thinges better than I my-selven, XTO
apparaylen to fynden newe frendes, and clepen me fals, and

i.38. meanynge. I39. ]D_uy. x4t. election. Su/y2blywasmad. great
(l_oi¢¢). SuzO2_lythat. z4a. disease, election, s43. face; readfate.
J46. onely. _47. reason, to-forne, z48. shoFe, z49. electyon.
s,Sz.amonge. L54.to foraehaade, peace. 156. to forae. L_8.apertely.
z59. leasynges, z6o. howe. s6a. maye. x64. aayde. 36G.onely.
leigeaunce. 166. se. howe. s68. Se. x7I. deapen, false.
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studyen how they mowen in her mouthes werse plyte nempne ?

O god, what may this be, that thilke folk whiche that in tyme of
my mayntenaunce, and whan my might avayled to strecche to

17S the forsayd maters, tho me commended, and yave me name of
trouth, in so manyfolde maners that it was nyghe in every

wightes eere, tliere-as any of thilke people weren ; and on the
other syde, thilke company somtyme passed, yevinge me name
of badde loos: now bothe tho peoples turned the good in-to

18o badde, and badde in-to good? Whiche thing is wonder, that
they knowing me saying but sothe, am now tempted to reply her
olde praysinges _ and knowen me wel in al doinges to ben trewe,

and sayn openly that I false have sayd many thinges ! And they

aleged nothing me to ben false or untrewe, save thilke mater
18_ knowleged by the parties hem-selfe; and god wot, other mater

is non. Ye also, lady, knowe these thinges for trewe ; I avaunte
not in praysing of my-selfe ; therby shulde I lese the precious

secr_ of my conscience. But ye see wel that false opinion of the
people for my trouthe, in telling out of false conspyred maters ;

19o and after the jugement of these clerkes, I shulde not hyde the
sothe of no maner person, mayster ne other. Wherfore I wolde
not drede, were it put in the consideracion of trewe and of wyse.

And for comers hereafter shullen fully, out of denwere, al the
sothe knowe of these thinges in acte, but as they wern, I have

]95 put it in scripture, in perpetuel remembraunce of true meninge.
For trewly, lady, me semeth that I ought to bere the name of
trouthe, that for the love of rightwysnesse have thus me tsub-
mitted. But now than the false fame, which that (clerkes sayn)

flyeth as faste as doth the fame of trouthe, shal so wyde sprede
aoo til it be brought to the jewel that I of mene; and so shal I ben

hindred, withouten any mesure of trouthe.'

]72. howe. 173. maye. folke. ][74. stretch 179. Nowe.
][81. knowyuge (He). sayag, arne howe. ][83. sayne. ][84. nothynge.
][85. wote. 186. none. 188. se. 194. werne. 195. meanynge.
]96. beare. ]97. submytten (!). 198. howe. sayne. 199. dothe.
200. meane. 201. me85txre,
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CHAPTER VII.

HAN gau Love sadly me beholde, and sayd in a changed
royce, lower than she had spoken in any tyme: 'Fayn

wolde I,' quod she, ' that thou were holpen ; but hast thou sayd
any-thing whiche thou might not proven ? '

' Pardb,' quod I, ' the persones, every thing as I have sayd, han ._
knowleged hem-selfe.'

'Ye,' quod she, ' but what if they hadden nayed? How
woldest thou have maynteyned it ? '

'Sothely,' quod I, ' it is wel wist, bothe amonges the greetest
and other of the realme, that I profered my body so largely in-to _o
provinge of tho thinges, that Mars shulde have juged the ende ;
but, for sothnesse of my wordes, they durste not to thilke juge
truste.'.

'Now, certes,' quod she, 'above al fames in this worlde, the
name of marcial doinges most plesen to ladyes of my lore ; but t5
sithen thou were redy, and thyne adversaryes in thy presence
refused thilke doing ; thy fame ought to be so born as if in dede
it had take to the ende. And therfore every wight that any
droppe of reson hath, and hereth of thee infame for these thinges,
hath this answere to saye: "trewly thou saydest; for thyne 20
adversaryes thy wordes affirmed." And if thou haddest lyed, yet
are they discomfited, the prise leved on thy syde ; so that fame
shal holde down infame; he shal bringe [it in] upon none
halle. What greveth thee thyne enemye[s] to sayn their owne
shame, as thus: "we am discomfited, and yet our quarel is 25
trewe ?" Shal not the loos of thy frendes ayenward dequace thilke
enfame, and saye they graunted a sothe without a stroke or fight-
ing ? Many men in batayle ben discomfited and overcome in
a rightful quarel, that is goddes privy jugement in heven ; but
yet, although the party be yolden, he may with wordes saye his 3o
quarel is trewe, and to yelde him, in the contmrye, for drede of
dethe he is compelled; and he that graunteth and no stroke hath
feled, he may not crepe away in this wyse by none excusacion.

CH. VII. 2. Fayne 3- haste. 4. -thynge. 7. Yea. Howe.
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Indifferent folk wil say : "ye, who is trewe, who is fals, him-selfe
35 knowlegeth tho thinges." Thus in every syde fame sheweth to

thee good and no badde.'
' But yet,' quod I, 'some wil say, I ne shulde, for no dethe,

have discovered my maistresse ; and so by unkyndnesse they
wol knette infame, to pursue me aboute. Thus enemyes of wil,

4o in manyfolde runner, wol seche privy serpentynes queintyses, to
quenche and distroye, by venire of many besinesses, the light of
tr[o]uthe ; to make hertes to murmure ayenst my persone, to have
me in hayne withouten any cause.'

' Now,' quod she, ' here me a fewe wordes, and thou shalt fully
45 ben answered, I trowe. Me thinketh (quod she) right now, by

thy wordes, that sacrament of swering, that is to say, charging by
othe, was oon of the causes to make thee discover the malicious
imaginacions tofore nempned. Every ooth, by knittinge of copu-
lacion, muste have these lawes, that is, trewe jugement and right-

_o wysenesse; in whiche thinge if any of these lacke, the ooth is
y-tourned in-to the name-of perjury. Than to make a trewe
serment, most nedes these thinges folowe. For ofte tymes, a man
to saye sothe, but jugement and justice folowe, he is forsworn ;
ensample of Herodes, for holdinge of his serment was [he]

55 dampned.
Also, to saye tr[o]uthe righffulliche (but in jugement) other-

while is forboden, by that al sothes be nat to sayne. Therfore in
jugement, in tr[o]uthe, and rightwisenesse, is every creature
bounden, up payne of perjury, ful knowing to make, tho[ugh] it

6o were of his owne persone, for drede of sinne ; after that worde,
"better is it to dey than live false." And, al wolde perverted people
fals report make in unkyndnesse, in that entent thy [en]fame to
reyse, whan light of tr[o]uthe in these maters is forth sprongen
and openly publisshed among commens, than shal nat suche

65 derke enfame dare appere, for pure shame of his falsnesse. As some
men ther ben that their owne enfame can none otherwyse voide
or els excuse, but _by hindringe of other mennes fame; which
that by non other cause clepen other men false,.but for [that]
with their owne falsnesse mowen they nat ben avaunsed ; or els

70 by false sklaund[r]inge wordes other men shenden, their owne

34-folke, false. 56. the. 44- Now," shalte. 45- answerde.
howe. 46. swearyng. 47. one. the. 48. othe. copulation. $o. othe.
53. forswome. ._4.Su/_ly he. 6/. false. 6a. reporte. 63. forthe.
67. be;_r by. 68. cleapeo. .5"_ tb-t_ 70. sklaundyuge,sheadyn.
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trewe sklaunder to make seine the lasse. For if such men wolden

their eyen of their conscience revolven, [they] shulden seen the
same sentence they legen on other springe out of their sydes, with
so many braunches, it were impossible to nombre. To whiche
therefore may it be sayd in that thinge, "this man thou demest, 75
therein thy-selfe thou condempnest."

But (quod she) understand nat by these wordes, that thou
wene me saye thee to be worthy sclaunder, for any mater tofore
written ; truely I wolde witnesse the contrary ; but I saye that
the heroes of sclaundring wordes may not be don awaye til the 8o
daye of dome. For how shulde it nat yet, amonges so greet
plentee of people, ben many shrewes, sithen whan no mo but
eight persons in Noes shippe were closed, yet oon was a shrewe
and skorned his father ? These thinges (quod she) I trowe, shewen
that fals fame is nat to drede, ne of wyse persons to accepte, and 85
namely nat of thy Margarite, whose wysdom here-after I thinke to
declare ; wherfore I wot wel suche thing shal nat her asterte ;
than of unkyndnesse thyn ooth hath thee excused at the fuUe.
But now, if thou woldest nat greve, me list a fewe thinges to
shewe.' 90

' Say on,' quod I, ' what ye wol ; I trowe ye mene but trouthe
and my profit in tyme cominge.'

' Trewly,' quod she, ' that is sothe, so thou con wel kepe these
wordes, and in the inane]rest secrh chambre of thyne herte so
faste hem close that they never flitte ; than shaJt thou fynde hem 95
avayling. Loke now what people hast thou served; whiche of
hem al in tyme of thyne exile ever thee refresshed, by the valewe
of the leste coyned plate that walketh in money ? Who was sory,
or made any rewth for thy disese ? If they hadden getten their
purpose, of thy misaventure sette they nat an hawe. I,o, whan _oo
thou were emprisonned, how faste they hyed in helpe of thy
deliveraunce! I wene of thy dethe they yeve but lyte. They
loked after po-thing but after their owne lustes. And if thou liste
say the sothe, al that meyny that in this tbrige thee broughten,
lokeden rather after thyne helpes than thee to have releved, xo5

Owen nat yet some of hem money for his commens ? Paydest

7a. IJ'_2_ly they. seae. _3. legen[._r aleggen]. 75. maye. 77. vader.
stande. 78. the. 8o. beames, done. 8z. howe. great. 8a. pleatie.
83. one. 85. false. 86. w3_'dom. 87. wore. thynge. 88. thyae
oth¢. the. 89. howe. 9L meane. 9a. Prof3rge- 94. im_st.
95- _alt.e. 96. howe. haste. 97- the. 98. sorye. 99- dir.ease.
xoz. howe. 1o3. .thynge. la4. brigge; readbdge. io4, zo5. the.
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nat thou for some of her dispences, til they were toumed out of
Selande ? Who yave thee ever ought for any rydinge thou madest ?
Yet, pard_, some of hem token money for thy chambre, and

x Io putte tho pens in his purse, unwetinge of the renter.

Lo for which a company thou medlest, that neither thee ne
them-selfe mighten helpe of unkyndnesse ; now they bere the

name that thou supposest of hem for to have. What might thou
more have don than thou diddest, but-if thou woldest in a fals

x15 quarel have been a stinkinge martyr? I wene thou fleddest, as

longe as thou might, their privit_ to counsayle ; which thing thou
hele[de]st lenger than thou shuldest. And thilke that ought thee
money no penny wolde paye ; they wende thy retume hadde ben

an impossible. How might thou better have hem proved, but thus
i2o in thy nedy diseses ? Now hast thou ensaumple for whom thou

shalt meddle ; trewly, this lore is worth many goodes.'

CHAPTER VIII.

t _ FT gan Love to fsteren me [with] these wordes: ' thinke
| _, on my speche ; for trewly here-after it wol do thee lykinge ;

and how-so-ever thou see Fortune shape her wheele to tourne,
this meditacion [shal] by no waye revolve. For certes, Fortune

5 sheweth her fayrest, whan she thinketh to begyle. And as me

thought, here-toforn thou saydest, thy loos in love, for thy right-
wysenesse ought to be raysed, shulde be a-lowed in tyme cominge.
Thou might in love so thee have, that loos and fame shul so ben

raysed, that to thy frendes comfort, and sorowe to thyne enemys,
to endlesse shul endure.

But if thou were the oon sheep, amonges the hundred, were lost
in deserte and out of the way hadde erred, and now to the floeke

art'restoored, the shepherd hath in thee no joye and thou ayen
to the forrest tourne. But that right as the sorowe and an-

)5 guisshe was greet in tyme of thyne out-waye goinge, right so

joye and gladnesse shal be doubled to sene thee converted ; and

to8. the. Io9. pardye. II1. the. lia. howe. beare. 114- done.
false, il 7. helest ; read heledest, the. 119. Howe. x2o. diseases.
Nowe haste. 12i. _dlalte. worthe.

CR. VIII. z. Ofte; read Eft. sterne; read stenm; 2" su2_.tv with.
2. the. 3. howe. se. 4. meditation. ] tutpply thal. -6.-tofome.
8. the. 9. ¢omforte. xx. one _hepe. 12. loste, howe. i&'arte.
thepehe_ the. !._. great, x6. the.



BOOK I: CHAPTER VIII. 35

nat as Lothes wyf ayen-lokinge, but [in] hool counsayle with the
shepe folowinge, and with them grasse and herbes gadre. Never-
the-later (quod she) I saye nat these thinges for no wantrust that
I have in supposinge of thee otherwyse than I shulde. For 2_
trewly, I wot wel that now thou art set in suche a purpose, out of
whiche thee liste nat to pane. But I saye it for many men there
been, that to knowinge of other mennes doinges setten al their
cure, and lightly desyren the badde to clatter rather than the
good, and have no wil their owne maner to amende. They also sS
hate of olde rancours lightly haven ; and there that suche thing
abydeth, sodaynly in their mouthes procedeth the habundaunce
of the herte, and wordes as stones out-throwe. Wherfore my
counsayl is ever-more openly and apertly, in what place thou sitte,
counterplete th'errours and meninges in as fer as thou hem 30
wistest false, and leve for no wight to make hem be knowe in
every bodyes ere ; and be alway paeient and use Jacobes wordes,
what-so-ever men of thee clappen: "I shal sustayne my ladyes
wrathe which I have deserved, so longe as my Margarite hath
rightwysed my cause." And certes (quod she) I witnesse my-selfe, 35
if thou, thus converted, sorowest in good meninge in thyne herte,

[and] wolt from al vanit_ parfitly departe, in consolacioun of al
good plesaunce of that Margaryte, whiche that thou desyrest after
wil of thyn here, in a maner of a tmoders pit_, [she] shul fully
accepte thee in-to grace. For right as thou rentest clothes in 4o
open sighte, so openly to sowe hem at his worshippe withouten
reprofe fis] commended. Also, right as thou were ensample of
moche-folde errour, right so thou must be ensample of manyfolde
correccioun ; so good savour to forgoing tof errourcauseth diligent
love, with many playted praisinges to folowe ; and than shal al 4S
the firste errours make the folowinge worshippes to seme hugely
encresed. Blacke and white, set togider, every for other more
semeth; and so doth every thinges contrary in kynde. But
infame, that goth alwaye tofore, and praysinge worship by any "
cause folowinge after, maketh to ryse the ilke honour in.double So
ofwelth ; and that quencheth the spotte of the first enfame. Why

x7. wyfe, lsu2_lyin, hoole, so. the. sl. wore. nowe. arte

sette, as. the. s 3. !_. s6. thynge, sS. stonesre_Oca/edinTh.
29. eoammyle, apertely. _o. therro.urs, mean ynges, ferre. 31. wyst_.

leaue. 3s. care. 33- menne, tile. 3o. me_ynEe. 37- J T_l.rand. wolte.parfytely. _7. ¢ousolatyoma. 3_.. ptesstunce.. 39.
mothen ; read moders, J" su,0,t/y she. 4o. tile. O. J su2_l,Y
44. correctloun, al; readof. A/ter errour I omit dtatroyeng (gloss u_cn for-
gotag). 47. ea_____1. sette. 48. doth_ 49- goth_ wor.h;ppe.
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wenest, I saye, these thinges in hindringe of thy name ? Nay,
nay, god wot, but for pure encresing worship, thy rightwysenesse to
commende, and thy trouthe to seine the more. Wost nat wel

$5 thy-selfe, that thou in fourme ofrnaking _passest nat Adam that eet
of the apple? Thou Cpassest nat the stedfastnesse of Noe, that
eetinge of the grape becom dronke. Thou passest nat the
chastit_ of Lothe, that lay by his doughter; eke the nobley of
Abraham, whom god reproved by his pryde; also Davides

6o mekenesse, whiche for a woman made Urye be slawe. What ?
also Hector of Troye, in whom no defaute might be founde, yet
is he reproved that he ne hadde with manhode nat suffred the
warre begonne, ne Paris to have went in-to Grece, by whom gan
al the sorowe. For trewly, him lacketh no venire of priv_

65 consenting, whiche that openly leveth a wrong to withsaye.
Lo eke an olde proverbe amonges many other: "He that is

stifle semeth as he graunted."
Now by these ensamples thou might fully understonde, that

these thinges ben writte to your leming_ and in rightwysenesse of
7o tho persones, as thus: To every wight his defaute committed

made goodnesse afterwardes don be the more in reverence and in
open shewing; for ensample, is it nat songe in holy churche,
"Lo, how necessary was Adams synne!" David the king gat
Salomon the king of her that was Uryes wyf. Truly, for reprofe

75is non of these thinges writte. Right so, tho I reherce thy
before-dede, I repreve thee never the more ; ne for no viUany of
thee are they rehersed, but for worshippe, so thou continewe wel
here-after : and for profit of thy-selfe I rede thou on hem thinke.'

Than sayde I right thus : ' Lady of unit_ and accorde, envy
8o and wrathe lurken there thou comest in place ; ye weten wel

your-selve, and so don many other, that whyle I administred the
office of commen doinge, as in rulinge of the smblisshmentes
amonges the people, I defouled never my conscience for no
maner dede; but ever, by witte and by counsayle of the wysest,

85 the maters weren drawen to their right endes. And thus trewly
for you, lady, I have desyred suche cure ; and certes, in your
service was I nat ydel, as fer as suche doinge, of my cure
streccheth.'

5 a. wemyste. Naye nay god wore. 53. encreasyng. $5-7. passeth
(twice); pass_t (tBird time), etc. 57. eatynge, become. 6_. whome.
63. begon, ganne. 65. leaueth, wronge, withsay. 68. Nowe.
7x. done. 7 _. song. 7.3. howe. gate. 74- wyfe. 75- none.
76--7.the (tunic). 78. profyte. 8x. done. 87. ferre. 88. stretcheth.
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' That is a thing,' quod she, ' that may drawe many hertes of
noble, and voice of commune in-to glory ; and fame is nat but 9°
wrecched and fickle. Alas ! that mankynde coveyteth in so leude
a wyse to be rewarded of any good dede, sithe glorie of fame, in
this woflde, is nat but hindringe of glorie in tyme comminge !
And certes (quod she) yet at the hardest suche fame, in-to heven,
is nat the erthe but a centre to the cercle of heven ? A pricke is 95
wonder litel in respect of al the cercle ; and yet, in al this pricke,
may no name be born, in manet of peersing, for many obstacles,
as waters, and wildernesse, and straunge langages. And nat only
names of men ben stilled and holden out of knowleginge by these
obstacles, but also citees and realmes of prosperit_ ben letted to _oo
be knowe, and their reson hindred ; so that they mowe nat ben
parfitly in mennes propre understandinge. How shulde than the
name of a singuler Londenoys passe the glorious name of London,
whiche by many it is commended, and by many it is lacked, and
in many mo places in erthe nat knowen than knowen? For in _o._
many countrees litel is London in knowing or in spech ; and yet
among oon runner of people may nat such fame in goodnes
come; for as many as praysen, commenly as many lacken. Fy
than on such maner fame ! Slepe, and suffre him that knoweth
previtb of hertes to dele suche fame in thilke place there nothing ] ]o
ayenst a sothe shal neither speke ne dare apere, by attoumey
ne by other maner. How many greet-named, and many greet
in worthinesse losed, han be tofore this tyme, that now out
of memorie are slidden, and clenely forgeten, for defaute of
wrytinges ! And yet scriptures for greet elde so ben defased, that ]_._
no perpetualtb may in hem ben juged. But if thou wolt make
comparisoun to ever, what joye mayst thou have in erthly name ?
It is a fayr lykenesse, a pees or oon grayn of whete, to a thou-
sand shippes ful of come charged ! What nombre is betwene the
oon and th'other? And yet mowe bothe they be nombred, and _ao
ende in rekening have. But trewly, al that may be nombred is
nothing to recken, as to thilke that may nat be nombred. For
Sol the thinges ended is mad comparison; as, oon litel, another
greet; but in thinges to have an ende, and another no ende,
suche comparisoun may nat be founden. Wheffore in heven to _5

9 I. wretched. 96. reSl_. 97. borne. 98. onely. xos. re, sou.
]02. parfitely. Howe. ]07. One. ]o8. Fye. ]]o. nothynge. ]I_. _owe.
great (two). I13. nowe. IxS. great. I16. maye. wo.lte.
118. fayre, one Wayne of wheate, tho-_nde. I_o. one. motl_er.
s_l-z, maye. Iz_. ofte; rtadofthe, made. one. I_4. great.
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ben losed with god hath non ende, but endlesse endureth ; and
thou canst nothing don aright, but thou desyre the rumour therof
be heled and in every wightes ere ; and that dureth but a pricke
in respecte of the other. And so thou sekest reward of folkes

_3o smale wordes, and of vayne praysinges. Trewly, therin thou

lesest the guerdon of vertue; and lesest the grettest valour of
conscience, and uphap thy renom_ everlasting. Therfore boldely
renom_ of fame of the erthe shulde be hated, and fame after deth

shulde he desyred of werkes of vertue. LTrewly, vertue] asketh

x35 guerdoning, and the soule causeth al venue. Than the soule,
delivered out of prison of erthe, is most worthy suehe guerdon
among to have in the everlastinge fame; and nat the body, that
causeth al mannes yvels.

CHAPTER IX.

F twey thingesart thou answered,as me thinketh(quodLove) ; and ifany thing be in doute in thy soule,shewe

itforth,thyn ignomunce toclere,and leveitforno shame.'

'Certes,'quod I,'thereisno body in thisworlde,thataught

5 coude sayeby reson ayenstany ofyour skilles,as I Icvc;and by

my wittcnow feleI wel,that yvel-spckersor beretsof enfame

may litelgreveor lettemy purpos,but ratherby suche thingemy

quareltobe forthered.'

'Ye,'quod she,'and itisproved also,that the ilkejewel in

_omy kepingeshal nat there-thorowbe st_ed,of the lestmoment
thatmight be imagined.'

'That issoth,'quod I.

'WeI,'quod she.,'than tleveththere,to declarethat thy in-

surance isno manet letting,asthus: forthatshe isso worthy,

xsthou shuldestnot clymbe so highe; for thy moebles and thyn

estatearn voyded,thou thinkest[thee_fallenin suche miserie,
thatgladnesseofthy pursutewol nat on theediscende.'

'Certes,'quod I,'thatissothe; rightsuche thoughtisinmyn

herte;forcommenly itisspoken,and foran olde.proverbcitis

1_6. none. i_ 7. cansto nothynge done. rumoure. Ia8. healed;
readdeledT care. la 9. rewarde, zSI. valoure, consyenee. 134. SNpl_ly
Trewly, vertue. 136. prisone, guez_]one.

CH. IX. x. arte. s. thyo_e. & thyne, leaue. 5. reason. 6. nowe.
bearers. 7. purpose, 9- Yea. xo. -thorowe. steered. 13. leneth;
read leueth, iS. thyne, x6. sine. ] sul_tl3, thee. 17. the. 18. myne
herr.
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leged: "He that heweth to hye, with chippes he may lese ao

his sight." Wherfore I have ben about, in al that ever I might,
to studye wayes of remedye by one syde or by another.'

'Now,' quod she, 'god forbede *that thou seke any other
doinges but suche as I have lerned thee in our restinge-whyles,

and suche herbes as ben planted in oure gardins. Thou shalt 25
wel understande that above man is but oon god alone.'

' How,' quod I, 'han men to-forn this tyme trusted in writtes
and chauntements, and in helpes of spirites that dwellen in the

ayre, and therby they han getten their desyres, where-as first, for
al his manly power, he daunced behynde ?' 30

'O,' quod she, 'fy on suche maters! For trewly, that is
sacrilege ; and that shal have no sort with any of my servauntes-;
in myne eyen shal suche thing nat be ]oked after. How often is

it commaundod by these passed wyse, that "to one god shal men
serve, and not to goddes ?" And who that liste to have myne 3._

helpes, shal aske none helpe of foule spirites. Alas ! is nat man
maked semblable to god? Wost thou nat wel, that al vertue of

lyvelich werkinge, by goddes purveyaunce, is underput to reson-
able creature in erthe ? Is nat every thing, a this halle god, mad
buxom to mannes contemplation, understandinge in heven and 4o
in erthe and in helle ? Hath not man beinge with stones, soule of

wexing with trees and herbes ? Hath he nat soule of felinge, with
beestes, fisshes, and foules ? And he hath soule of reson and

understanding with aungels; so that in him is knit al maner
of lyvinges by a resonable proporcioun. Also man is mad of 45
al the foure elementes. A1 universitee is rekened in him alone;

he hath, under god, principalit_ above al thinges. Now is his
soule here, now a thousand myle hence; now fer, now nygh;

now hye, now lowe ; as fer in a moment as in mountenaunce of
ten winter ; and al this is in mannes governaunce and disposicion. 50
Than sheweth it that men ben liche unto goddes, and children of

moost heyght. But now, sithen al thinges [am] underput to the
wil ofresonable creatures, god forbede any man to winne that lord-

ship, and aske helpe of any-thing lower than him-selfe ; and than,
namely, of foule thinges innominable. Now than, why shuldest 55

_o. maye. 2._ Nowe. are; readthat. 24. the. 2S. shake.
26. one. a?. Howe. to fc_txe. 3x. lye. 38. vnderputte. 39- thynge.
made. 4o. buxome. 4x. manae. 43. reason. 44 knytte. 45- lyuenges.
reasonable, made. 47- Nowe. 48. howe. nowe ferrenowe. thousande_
49-nowe(twke). ferre, momente. 5o. tenne, disposytion, fi2. howe.
lsue, ely am. vnderputte. 53. reasonable. 54- lordshippe, thynge.
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thou wene to love to highe, sithen nothing is thee above but god
alone ? Trewly, I wot wel that thilke jewel is in a maner even in

lyne of degree there thou art thy-selfe, and nought above, save
thus : aungel upon angel, man upon man, and devil upon devil

6o hart a maner of soveraigntee ; and that shal cese at the daye

of dome. And so I say: though thou be put to serve the
ilke jewel duringe thy lyre, yet is that no servage of under-
puttinge, but a maner of travayling plesaunce, to conquere and
gette that thou hast not. I sette now the hardest : in my service

65 now thou deydest, for sorowe of wantinge in thy desyres ; trewly,
al hevenly bodyes with one royce shul come and make melody in
thy cominge, and saye--" Welcome, our fere, and worthy to entre
into Jupiters joye! For thou with might hast overcome deth;

thou woldest never flitte out of thy service; and we al shul
70 now praye to the goddes, rowe by rowe, to make thilk Margarite,

that no routh had in this persone, but unkyndely without comfort

let thee deye, shal besette her-selfe in suche wyse, that in erthe,
for parte of vengeaunce, shal she no joye have in loves service ;
and whan she is deed, than shal her soule ben brought up in-to

?s thy presence ; and whider thou wilt chese, thilke soule shal ben

committed." Or els, after thy deth, anon al the foresayd hevenly
bodyes, by one accorde, shal tbenimen from thilke perle al the

vertues that firste her were taken ; for she hath hem forfeyted
by that on thee, my servaunt, in thy lyre, she wolde not suffre

8o to worche al vertues, withdrawen by might of the hygh bodyes.

Why than shuldest thou wene so any more ? And if thee liste
to loke upon the lawe of kynde, and with order whiche to me
was ordayned, sothely, non age, non overtourninge tyme but
_hiderto had no tyme ne power to chaunge the wedding, ne

8s the knotte to unbynde of two hertes [that] thorow oon assent, in
my presence, ttogider accorden to enduren til deth hem departe.

What ? trowest thou, every ideot wot the meninge and the privy
entent of these thinges ? They wene, forsothe, that suche accord

may not be, but the rose of maydenhede he plucked. Do way,
90 do way ; they knowe nothing of this. For consent of two hertes

o56. nothynge, the. $7. wote. euyn. $8. arte. 59- manne (twice).
. soueraygntie, cease. 6L thoughe putte. 64. haste. 64- 5. howe.

68. haste, dethe. 70. nowepray. 7x. Porinreadonl comforte.
7a. lette the. 7._ wylte. 76. dethe anone. 77.benommen; read
benimen. 79- the. 8I. the. 83. none (tw_'e). 84. hytherto.
85. Su_/y that. thorowe one. 86. togyther, dethe. 87. ydeot wotte.
88. accorde. 89. waye (twice). 9o. comente.
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alone maketh the fasteninge of the knotte ; neither lawe of kynde
ne mannes lawe determineth neither the age ne the qualit_ of

persones, but only accord bitwene thilke twaye. And trewly,
after tyme that suche accord, by their consent in herg is enseled,
and put in my tresorye amonges my privy thinges, than ginneth 95

the name of spousayle ; and although they breken forward bothe,
yet suche mater enseled is kept in remembrance for ever. And
see now that spouses have the name anon after accord, though
the rose be not take. The aungel bad Joseph take Marye his

spouse, and to Egypte wende. Lo ! she was cleped "spouse," xoo
and yet, tofom ne after, neither of hem bothe mente no flesshly
lust knowe. Wherfore the wordes of trouthe acorden that my
servauntes shulden forsake bothe t'fader and moder, and be ad-

herand to his spouse; and they two in unit_ of one flesshe
shulden accorde. And this wyse, two that wern firste in a litel zo5
maner discordaunt, hygher that oon and lower that other, ben

mad evenliche in gree to stonde. But now to enfourme thee
that ye ben lithe to goddes, these clerkes sayn, and in deter-
minacion shewen, that "three thinges haven [by] the names

of goddes ben cleped ; that is to sayn : man, divei, and images" ; zzo
but yet is there but oon god, of whom al goodnesse, al grace, and
al vertue cometh ; and he j'is loving and trewe, and everlasting,

and pryme cause of al being thinges. But men ben goddes
lovinge and trewe, but not everlasting ; and that is by adop-
cioun of the everlastinge god. Divels ben goddes, stirringe by H5
a runner of lyving ; but neither ben they trewe ne everlastinge ;

and their name of godliheed th[e]y hart by usurpacion, as the
prophete sayth: "A1 goddes of gentyles (that is to say, paynims)
are divels." But images ben goddes by nuncupacion ; and they

ben neither livinge ne trewe, ne everlastinge. After these wordes xao
they clepen "goddes" images wrought with mennes handes.

But now [art thou a] resonable creature, that by adopcion alone
art to the grete god everlastinge, and therby thou art "god"
eleped : let flay traders maners so entre thy wires that thou might
folowe, in-as-moche as longeth to thee, thy ffaders worship, so sa5

93. onely. 93-4. accorde. 94- ensealed. 96. breaken forwarde. 97-
ensealed, kepte. 98. se howe. accorde, bade. sos. tofome.
son. luste, so3. father and mother ; ra/her, fad9_'erand moder, adherande-
sos. werae- xo6. one. _ . soT. made. howe. the. xoS. sayae.
zo9. thre. I.tu/_lyby. xxo. deaped, xsz. one. sza. his; ecadks.
1x6. lymmg, xl7. thy; re.adthey, zl8. saythe, zaL cleapea.
laa. nowe. I.tujOt_lyartthou" reasonable, za3. arte(/w_,'e). great.
za4. 1eRe. za4- 5. fathers; readfadenL x_5. the. worshyppe.
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that in nothinge tby kynde from his wil declyne, ne from his
nobley perverte. In this wyse if thou werche, thou art above
al other thinges save god alone ; and so say no more "thyn herte

x29 to serve in to hye a place."

CHAPTER X.

' ULLY have I now declared thyn estate to be good, so thoufolow therafter, and that the tobjeccion first tby thee

aleged, in worthinesse of thy Margaryte, shal not thee lette, as
it shal forther thee, and encrese thee. It is now to declare, the

5 last objeceion in nothing may greve.'
' Yes, certes,' quod I, ' bothe greve and lette muste it nedes ;

the contrarye may not ben proved ; and see now why. Whyle
I was glorious in worldly welfulnesse, and had suche goodes in
welth as maken men riche, tho was I drawe in-to companyes

io that loos, prise, and name yeven. Tho louteden blasours ; tho
curreyden glosours ; tho welcomeden flatterers; tho worshipped
thilke that now deynen nat to loke. Every wight, in such erthly
wele habundant, is holde noble, precious, benigne, and wyse to
do what he shal, in any degree that men him sette ; al-be-it that

_5the sothe be in the contrarye of al tho thinges. But he that can
never so wel him behave, and hath vertue habundaunt in manyfolde
maners, and be nat welthed with suche erthly goodes, is holde
for a f6ole, and sayd, his wit is but sorted. Lol how fals for
aver is holde trewe! Lo! how trewe is cleped fals for wanting

2oof goodes! Also, lady, dignitees of office maken men mikel
comended, as thus : "he is so good, were he out, his pere shulde
men not fynde." Trewly, I trowe of some suehe that are so
praysed, were they out ones, another shulde make him so be
knowe, he shulde of no wyse no more ben loked after : but only

25 fooles, wel I wot, desyren suche newe thinges. Wheffore I wonder
that thilke governour, out of whom alone the causes proceden
that governen al thinges, whiche that hath ordeyned this world
in workes of the kyndely bodyes so be governed, not with

i_ 7. arte.
CH. X. L howe. 2. abicction; read objection, be; r_d by. the.

3- the. 4- the. encrease the. hOWe. 5. objection. 6. ]eL
7. maye. se nowe. x2. howe. 14. set. x5. can ne never ; om_ ne.
I8. wytte, false. 19. auer(._);f_-aueir (wu_'r). howe. cleaped, false.
z4. onely, zS. wotte, new. z6. whome, iT. worlde.
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unstedfast or happyous thing, but with rules of reson, whiche
shewen the course of certayne thinges: why suffreth he suche 3o
slydinge chaunges, that misturnen suche noble thinges as ben we
men, that am a fayr parcel of the erthe, and holden the upperest
degree, under god, of benigne thinges, as ye sayden right now
your-selfe; shulde never man have ben set in so worthy a place
but-if his degr_ were ordayned noble. Alas I thou that knittest 3_
the purveyaunce of al thinges, why lokest thou not to amenden
these defautes ? I see shrewes that han wicked maners sitten in

chayres of domes, lambes to punisshen, there wolves shulden ben
punisshed. Lo i vertue, shynende naturelly, for povertee lurketh,
and is hid under cloude; but the moone false, forsworn (as 4o
I knowe my.seife) for aver and yeftes, hath usurped to shyne by
day-light, with peynture of other mens praysinges ; and trewly,
thilke forged light fouly shulde fade, were the trouth away of
colours feyned. Thus is night turned in-to day, and day in-to
night; winter in-to sommer, and sommer in-to winter ; not in 45
dede, hut in misclepinge of foliche people.'

' Now,' quod she, ' what wenest thou of these thinges ? How
felest thou in thyn bert, by what goveruaunee that this cometh
aboute ?'

' Certes,' quod I, ' that wot I never ; but-if it be that Fortune ._o
hath graunt from above, to lede the ende of man as her lyketh.'

' Ah! now I see,' quod she, ' th'entent of thy mening! Lo,
bycause thy worldly goodes ben fulliche dispent, thou beraft out
of dignit_ of office, in whiche thou madest the tgaderinge of thilke
goodes, and yet diddest in that office by counsaile of wyse [before 55
that] any thing were ended ; and true were unto hem whos profit
thou shuldest loke; and seest now many that in thilke hervest
made of thee mokel, and now, for glosing of other, deyneth thee

nought to forther, but enhaunsen false shrewes by witnessinge of
trouthe ! These thinges greveth thyn herte, to sene thy-selfe thus 6o
abated ; and than, fraylt_:of mankynde ne setteth but litel by the
lesers of suche richesse, have he never so moche vertue ; and so
thou wenest of thy jewel to renne in dispyt, and not ben accepted
in-to grace. A1 this shal thee nothing hinder. Now (quod she)
first thou wost wel, thou lostest nothing that ever mightest thou 65

_.,
_9. reason. 3a. arnea tlyte parseL 33. nowe. 37. se. 39. pouenie.

,to. hydde, forsworne. 44- daye(lwice). 46. miscleapynge. 50. wotte.
5a. howeI le. thentent, meanyng. 53. berafte. 54. gatherynge.
55. Isu_l.y beforethat. 56. whoseprofyte. .57-nowe. 58. t_e
(tw/ce). howe. 63. dispyte. 64. the. Nowe. 6.5.woste.
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chalenge for thyn owne. Whan nature brought thee forth, come
thou not naked out of thy tmoders wombe ? Thou haddest no
richesse; and whan thou shalt entre in-to the ende of every
flesshly body, what shalt thou have with thee than ? So, every

7o richesse thou hast in tyme of thy livinge, his but lent ; thou
might therin chalenge no propertee. And see now ; every thing
that is a mannes own, he may do therwith what him lyketh, to
yeve or to kepe ; but richesse thou playnest from thee lost ; if thy
might had strecched so ferforth, fayn thou woldest have hem kept,

75multiplyed with mo other; and so, ayenst thy wil, ben they departed
from thee; wherfore they were never thyn. And ff thou laudest
and joyest any wight, for he is stuffed with suche maner richesse,
thou art in that beleve begyled ; for thou wenest thilke joye to be
selinesse or els ese; and he that hath lost suche happes to hen

80 unscly.'
'Ye, for_th,' quod L
'Wel,' quod she, ' than wol I prove that unsely in that wise is

to preise; and so the tother is, the contrary, to be lacked.'
' How so ?' quod I.

85 ' For Unsely,' quod she, 'begyleth nat, but sheweth th'entent
of her working. Ete ¢ontra: Selinesse begyleth. For in prosperith
she maketh a jape in blyndnesse ; that is, she wyndeth him to
make sorowe whan she withdraweth. Wolt thou nat (quod she)
preise him better that sheweth to thee his herte, tho[ugh] it be

9o with bytande wordes and dispitous, than him that gloseth and
thinketh in this absence to do thee many harmes ?'

' Certes,' quod I, ' the oon is to commende ; and the other to
lacke and dispice.'

' A ! ha !' quod she, ' right so Ese, while tshe lasteth, gloseth
95 and flatereth; and lightly voydeth whan she most plesannfly

sheweth; and ever, in hir absence, she is aboute to do thee tene
and sorowe in herte. But Unsely, al-be-it with bytande chere,
sheweth what she is, and so doth not that other; wherfore
Unsely doth not begyle. Selinesse disceyveth; Unsely put away

_oo doute. That oon maketh men blynde; that other openeth their
eyen in she_dnge of wrecchidnesse. The oon is ful of drede to

66. theforthe. 67. mothers;re-admodera. 69. the. 70. haste.
lente. 7L propertie,se howe. la. owne. 75- the. 74- stretched.
_yae.. 76. the. 78. arte. 79- ease. loste. 84. Howe.
_5- tuentent. 88. Wolte. 89. the. 9!. their; readhis, the.
92. one. 94. ease. he; rtaa'the. 99. dot.he, awaye, loo--t, one
_tu_t). lox. wretchychume.
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lese that is not his owne; that other is sobre, and maketh men

discharged of mokel hevinesse in burthen. The oon draweth

a man from very good; the other haleth him to vertue by the
hookes of thonghtes. And wenist thou nat that thy disese hath xo$
don thee mokel more to winne than ever yet thou lostest, and

more than ever the contrary made thee winne ? Is nat a greet
good, to thy thinking, for to knowe the hertes of thy sothfast
frendes ? Pard_, they ben proved to the ful, and the trewe have

discevered fro the false. Trewly, at the goinge of the flke brotel Ho
joye, ther yede no more away than the ilke that was nat thyn
proper. He was never from that lightly departed; thyn owne

good therfore leveth it sfille with thee. Now good (quod she);

for how moche woldest thou somtyme have bought this verry
knowing of thy frendes from the flatter_nge flyes that thee glosed, H5
whan thou thought thy-selfe sely ? But thou that playnest of losse
in richesse, hast founden the most der_worthy thing; that thou

clepest unsely hath made thee moche thing to winnen. And
also, for conclusioun of al, he is frende that now leveth nat his

herte from thyne helpes. .And if that Margafite denyeth now nat 12o
to suffre her vertues shyne to thee-wardes with spredinge bemes,

as far or farther than if thou were sely in worldly joye, trewly,
I saye nat els but she is somdel to blame.'

' Ah t pees,' quod I, ' and speke no more of this ; myn herte
breketh, now thou touchest any suche wordes I' xa5

'A! wel!' quod she, 'thanne let us singen ; thou herest no
more of these thinges at this tyme.'

Thus endeth the flrete book of the Testament of Love ;
and herafter foloweth the seconde.

Io S. one. to 5. disease, xo6. done the. xo7. the. great.
1o9. Pardy. ]II, awaye, tH-a. thyne, xi$. leaueth, the. Nowe.
Ix4. howe. xx5. the. xl 7. thynge, x18. cleapest, the. thynge.
119. howe leaueth. Izo. bert. nowe. lax. the. spreadynge beames.
la_. farre. I_ 3. somdele. I=4. peace, myne. 125. breaketh nowe.
xa6. lette.



BOOK II.

CHAPTER I.

ERY welth may not be founden in al this worlde ; and that
is wel sene. Lo ! how in my mooste comfort, as I wende

and moost supposed to have had ful answere of my contrary
thoughtes, sodaynly it was vanisshed. And al the workes of man

5 faren in the same wyse; whan folk wenen best her entent for to
have and willes to perfourme, anon chaunging of the lift syde to
the fight halve toumeth it so clene in-to another kynde, that never
shal it come to the first plyte in doinge.

O this wonderful steering so soone otherwysed out of knowingel
_o But for my purpos was at the beginninge, and so dureth yet, if god

of his grace tyme wol me graunt, I thinke to perfourme this
worke, as I have begonne, in love ; after as my thinne wit, with
inspiracion of him that hildeth al grace, wol suffre. Grevously,
god wot, have I suffred a greet throwe that the gomayne

_S emperour, which in unit_ of love shulde acorde, and every with
other * * * * in cause of other to avaunce ; and namely, sithe
this empyre [nedeth] to be corrected of so many sectes in heresie
of faith, of service, o_f] rule in loves religion. Trewly, al were
it but to shende erroneous opinions, I may it no lenger suffre.

2oFor many men there ben that sayn love to be in gravel and sande,
that with see ebbinge and flowinge woweth, as riches that sodaynly
vanissheth. And some sayn that love shulde be in windy blastes,
that stoundmele tumeth as a phane, and glorie of renom_ which
after lustes of the varyaunt people is areysed or stiUed.

_s Many also wenen that in the sonne and the moone and other
sterres love shulde ben founden; for among al other planettes
moste soveraynly they shynen, as dignitees in reverence of estates
rather than good han and occupyen. Ful many, also there ben
that in okes and'in huge postes supposen love to ben grounded,

so as in strength and in might, whiche mowen not helpen their owne

CH. I. a. howe. comforte. 3- hadde. 5" folke. 6. =none.
to. purpose. 12. wytte, t 4. wotte, great. 16. (Somtt_uen_
to be lost I_m). 17. lsup_lynedeth. 18. o; read oL 19. enonyou,.
maye. ao. retinae, tmyae, a6. ttmonge.
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wrecchidnesse, whan they ginne to falle. But [of] suche diversit_
of sectes, ayenst the rightful beleve of love, these errours ben forth
spredde, that loves servantes in trewe rule and steclfast fayth in
no place daren apere. Thus irrecupemble joy is went, and anoy
endless is entred. For no man aright reproveth suche errours, 35
but [men] confirmen their worries, and sayn, that badde is noble
good, and goodnesse is badde; to which folk the prophete biddeth
wo without ende.

Also manye tonges of greet false techinges in gylinge manet.
principally in my tymes, not only with wordes but also with armes, 40
loves servauntes and professe in his religion of trewe rule pursewen,
to confounden and to distroyen. And for as moche as holy _'faders,
that of our Christen fayth aproved and strengthed to the Jewes, as
to men resonable and of divinit_ lerned, proved thilke fayth with
resones, and with auctorit_s of the olde testament and of the newe, 45
her pertinacie to distroy : but to paynims, that for beestes and
houndes were h'olde, to putte hem out of their errour, was tmiracle
of god shewed. These thinges were figured by cominge of th'angel
to the shepherdes, and by the sterre to paynims kinges ; as who
sayth : angel resonable to resonable creature, and sterre of miracle 50
to people bestial not lerued, wern sent to enforme. But I, lovers
clerk, in al my conning and with al my mightes, trewly I have no
suche grace in vertue of miracles, ne for no discomfit falsheedes

suffyseth not auctorit_s alone; sithen that suche [am] heretikes
and maintaynours of falsiths. Wherfore I wot wel, sithen that s5
they ben men, and reson is approved in hem, the clowde of errour
hath her reson beyond probable resons, whiche that cacchende
wit rightfully may not with-siRe. By my travaylinge studie I have
ordeyned hem, _'whiche that auctor/t_, misglosed by mannes
reson, to graunt shal ben enduced. 60

Now ginneth my penne to quake, to thinken on the sentences
of the envyous people, whiche alway ben redy, both ryder and
goer, to scorne and to jape this leude book ; and me, for rancour
and hate in their hertes, they shullen so dispyse, that although
my book be leude, yet shal it ben more leude holden, and by 65
wicked wordes in many maner apayred. Certes, me thinketh,

3I. wretchydnesse,fal..l'J'u/_ply of. 32. forthe. 55. stedfastefaythe.
34- dame. 55. endlesse. , 36. lsu,0,t/y men. 37. folke. 39. great.
4o. onely. 4a. fathers;rea,ifildca,. 44. faythe. 47. put. miracles;r*ad
miracle. 48. tha_gel. 50. r,aythe. 51. weme. 53-diseomfyte.
54. Isu2_,OlYara. 5.:;.wore. 56. reason, erroure. 57. reason.
bewonde(n_c). catchendewytte. 59. with; rt_d whiche. 6o. natson.
6z. Nowe. 6a. alwaye. 63. booke, nmcoure. 64. althonghe. 65. booke.
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[of] the sowne of their badde speche right now is ful bothe myne
ceres. O good precious Margaryte, myne herte shulde wepe ff
I wiste ye token hede of suehe manet speche ; but trewly, I wot

7owet, in that your wysdom shal not asterte. For of god, maker of
kynde, witnesse I took, that for none envy ne yvel have I drawe
this mater togider; but only for goodnesse to maintayn, and
errours in falsetees to distroy. Wherfore (as I sayd) with resort
I thinke, thilke forsayd errours to distroye and dequaee.

75 These resons and suche other, if they enduce men, in loves
service, trewe to beleve of parfit bliss'e, yet to ful faithe in cre-
dence of deserte fully mowe they nat suffyse ; sithen ' faith hath
no merite of mede, whan mannes resort sheweth experience in
doing.' For utterly no resort the partit blisse of love by no waye

so may make to be comprehended. Lo ! what is a parcel of lovers
joye ? Parfit science, in good service, of their desyre to compre-
hende in bodily doinge the lykinge of the soule; not as by
a glasse to have con.templacion of tyme cominge, but thilke first
imagined and thought after face to face in beholding. What

85 herte, what reson, what understandinge can make his heven to be
feled and knowe, without assaye in doinge ? Certes, noon. Sithen
thanne of love cometh suche fruite in blisse, and love in him-selfe
is the most among other vertues, as clerkes sayn ; the seed of
suche springinge in al places, in al countreys, in al worldes shulde

9oben sowe.

But o ! welawaye ! thilke seed is forsake, and tmowe not ben
suffred, the lond-tillers to sette a-werke, without medlinge of
cockle ; badde wedes whiche somtyme stonken than caught the
name of love among idiotes and badde-meninge people. Never-

95 the-later, yet how-so-it-be that men clepe thilke tthing preciousest
in kynde, with many eke-names, that other thinges that the soule
yeven the like noble name, it sheweth wel that in a maner men
have a greet lykinge in worshippinge of thilke name. Wherfore
this worke have I writte ; and to thee, tytled of Loves name,

too I have it avowed in a maner of sacrifyse ; that, where-ever it be
tad, it mowe in merite, by the excellence of thilke name, the
more wexe in authorit_ and worshippe of takinge in hede ; and to

67. lsu*_O/),of. nowe. 69. wore. 70. wysdome. 7t. toke.
73.reason. 75-reasons. 76.parfyte. 78--9.reason(twice). 79- parfyte.
8o. w-aye,persel. 8x. parfyte. 85. reason. 86. none. 88. amonge.
sayne. 88-9I. sede. 9x. mowen; readmowe. 9a. londe_tyllers,set.
93. hath: readban. 94- meanynge. 95, howe. mennecleape, kynge
(_ic); read thing. 98. great. 99. the. xox. radde.
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whatententitwas ordayned,the inse&esmowen ben moved.
Everythingtowhom isowande occasiondon as forhisende,
Aristotle supposeth that the actes of every thinge ben in a maner _o5
his final cause. A final cause is noblerer, or els even as noble,
as thilke thing that is finally to thilke ende; wherfore accion of
thinge everlasting is demed to be eternal, and not temporal;
sithen it is his final cause. Right so the actes of my boke' Love,'
and love is noble ; wherfore, though my book be leude, the cause x,o
with which I am stered, and for whom I ought it doon, noble
forsothe ben bothe. But bycanse that in conninge I am yong,
and can yet but crepe, this leude A. b. c. have I set in-to lern-
ing ; for I can not passen the telling of three as yet. And if god
wil, in shorte tyme, I shal amende this leudnesse in joininge _'5
syllables ; whiche thing, for dulnesse of witte, I may not in three
letters declare. For trewly I saye, the goodnesse of my Margaryte-
perle wolde yeve mater in endyting to many clerkes ; certes, her
mercy is more to me swetter than any livinges ; wherfore my
lippes mowen not suffyse, in speking of her ful laude and wor- _2o
shippe as they shulde. But who is that [wolde be wyse] in
knowing of the orders of heven, and putteth his resones in the
erthe ? I forsothe may not, with blere eyen, the shyning sonne of
vertue in bright whele of this Margaryte beholde ; therfore as yet
I may her not discryve in venue as I wolde. In tyme cominge, ta5
in another tretyse, thorow goddes grace, this sonne in clerenesse
of vertue to be-knowe, and how she enlumineth al this day,
I thinke to declare.

CHAPTER II.

N this mene whyle this comfortable lady gan singe a wonder
mater of endytinge in Latin ; but trewly, the noble colours in

rethorik wyse knitte were so craftely, that my conning wol not
strecche to remembre; but the sentence, I trowe, somdel have
I in mynde. Certes, they were wonder swete of sowne, and they S
were touched al in lamentacion wyse, and by no werbles of
myrthe. Lo I thus gan she singe in Latin, as I may constrewe it
in our Englisshe tonge.

xo4. thynge, done. /tOT.thynge, lxo. boke. HL donec.sk').
fla. vonee. _s._.canne_sette. _14. thre. ls6. thynge, may©.
thre.- "int. that in knowyag(sic) ; susOjolywoldebewysebeforein knowing.
zaS. maye. _a6. thorowe, xaT.howe.

Cu. II. s. mean," ganne. 4- sta__eh_e_somdele. 7- ganne.
41. 41. It 1_

/t 4t' _t @
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' Alas ! that these hevenly bodyes their light and course shewen,
_o as nature yave hem in commaundement at the ginning of the first

age; but these thinges in free choice of reson ban non under-
stondinge. But man that ought to passe al thing of doinge, of
fight course in kynde, overowhelmed sothnesse by wrongful tytle,

and hath drawen the sterre of envye to gon by his syde, that the
15 clips of me, that shulde be his shynande sonne, so ofte is seye,

that it wened thilke errour, thorow hem come in, shulde ben myn
owne defaute. Trewly, therfore, I have me withdrawe, and mad

my dwellinge out of lande in an yle by my-selfe, in the occian
closed ; and yet sayn there many, they have me harberowed ; but,

2o god wot, they faylen. These thinges me greven to thinke, and
namely on passed gladnesse, that in this worlde was wont me

disporte of highe and lowe; and now it is fayled; they that
wolden maystries me have in thilke stoundes. In heven on
highe, above Saturnes sphere, in sesonable tyme were they

a5 lodged; but now come queynte counsailours that in no house

wol suffre me sojourne, wherof is pit_ ; and yet sayn some that

they me have in celler with wyne shed ; in gernere, there corn is
layd covered with where ; in sacke, sowed with wolle ; in purse,
with money faste knit ; among pannes mouled in a twhicche;

_o in presse, among clothes layd, with fiche pelure arayed ; in stable,

among hors and other beestes, as hogges, sheep, and neet ; and

in many other wyse. But thou, maker of light (in winking of
thyn eye the sonne is queynt), wost fight wel that I in trewe name
was never thus herberowed.

35 Somtyme, toforn the sonne in the seventh pattie was smiten,

I bar both crosse and mytre, to yeve it where I wolde. With me
the pope wente a-fote ; and I tho was worshipped of al holy
church. Kinges baden me their crownes holden. The law was

set as it shuld; to/ore the juge, as wel the poore durste shewe
4_ his greef as the riche, for al his money. I defended tho taylages,

and was redy for the poore to paye. I made grete feestes in my
tyme, and noble songes, and maryed damoselles of gentil feture,
withouten golde or other richesse. Poore clerkes, for witte of

schole, I sette in churches, and made suche persoc_es to preche ;

II. none. I_. thynge. 15. _ey; readseye or seyem 16. thorowe.
_7. made. _9. sayne. :lo. wote, _ll. wonte. _a. nowe. 54.
_easonable. a6. sayne. 27. come. a8. layde, a9. knytte, amonge
(t'm/ca). wyche; readwhicche. 30. layde. 3x. amongehorse, shepe.
here. 33. woste. 56. bare. 37. went. 40. grde. 4 I. l_y.
great. 44- preache.
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and tho was serv/ce in holy churche honest and devout, in 4s
plesaunce bothe of god and of the people. But now the leude
for symonye is avaunced, and shendeth al holy churche. Now is
steward, for his achates ; now _is courtiour, for his debates ; now
is eschetour, for his wronges ; now is losel, for b./s songes, per-
soner; and [hath his] provendre alone, with whiche manye So
thrifty shulde encrese. And yet is this shrewe behynde ; free
herte is forsake ; and losengeour is take. 1,o ! it acordeth ; for
suche there ben that voluntarie lustes haunten in courte with

r/baudye, that til midnight and more wol playe and wake, but in
the churche at matins he is behynde, for yvel disposicion of his 5s
stomake; therfore he shulde ete bene-breed (and so did his
syre) his estate ther-with to strengthen. His auter is broke, and
lowe lyth, in poynte to gon to the erthe ; but his hors muste ben
esy and hye, to bere him over grete waters. His chalice poore,
but he hath riche cuppes. No towayle but a shete, there god 6o
shal ben handled; and on his mete-borde there shal ben bord-
clothes and towelles many payre. At masse serveth but a cler-
giou; fyve squiers in hal. P_ore chaunsel, open holes in every
_de ; beddes of sflke, with tapites going al aboute his chambre.
Poore masse-book and lend chapelayn, and broken surplice with 55
many an hole ; good houndes and many, to hunte after hart and
hare, to fede in their feestes. Of poore men have they greet
care; for they ever crave and nothing offren, they wolden have
hem dolven! But among legistres there dar I not come ; my

doinge[s], they sayn, maken hem nedy. They ne wolde for 7o
nothing have me in town ; for than were tort and _force nought
worth an hawe about, and plesen no men, but thilk grevous and
torcious ben in might and in doing. These thinges to-forn-sayd
mowe wel, if men liste, ryme ; trewly, they acorde nothing. And
for-as-moch as al thinges by me shulden of fight ben governed, 75

I am $ory to see that governannce fayleth, as thus : to sene smale
and lowe governe the hye and bodies above. Certes, that
policye is naught ; it is forbode by them that of governaunce
trcten and enformen. And right as beestly wit shulde ben

4._. deuoute. 46. nowe. 47. Nowe. 48. stewarde, howe. it;
readiL hOWe. 49. eschetoure, nowe. 50. /"su/_//r hath his.
5x. enchase. 56. eatebe_me-. 58. lythe, gone. horse. G9-easy.
heare, great. 6x. meate-, horde-. 65. boke. leudechapelayne.
66. harte_ 67. great. 68. nothynge. 69. amonge, dare. 7o. nyne.
7I. forthe; read force. 72. worthe, pleasen. 73. to-forne-.
74- nothynge. 76. r.orye, se. 78. polesye. 79- treaten, wytte.
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80 subject to reson, so erthly power in it-seife, the lower shulde ben
subject to the hygher. What is worth thy body, but it be
governed with thy soule? Right so litel or naught is worth
erthely power, but if reignatif prudence in heedes goveme the
smale; to whiche heedes the smale owen to obey and suffre in

85 their governaunce_ But soverainnesse ayenward shulde thinke in
this wyse : "I am servaunt of these creatures to me delivered,
not lord, but defendour; not mayster, but enfourmer ; not
possessour, but in possession ; and to hem liche a tree in whiche
sparowes shuLlen stelen, her birdes to norisshe and forth bringe,

9o under suretee ayenst al raveynous foules and beestes, and not to
be tyraunt them-stile." And than the smale, in reste and quiete,
by the heedes wel disposed, owen for their soveraynes helth and
prosperith to pray, and in other doinges in maintenaunce therof
performe, withouten other administracion in rule of any maner

9s govemaunce. And they wit have in hem, and grace to come to
suche thinges, yet shulde they cese til their heedes them cleped,
although profit and plesaunce shulde folowe. But trewly, other
governaunce ne other medlinge ought they not to clayme, ne
the heedes on hem to putte. Trewly, amonges cosinage dar

_oo I not come, but-if richesse be my mene ; sothly, she and other
bodily goodes maketh nigh cosinage, ther never propinquit_ ne
alyaunce in lyre was ne shulde have be, here it for her medling
maners ; wherfore kindly am I not ther leged. Povert of
kinred is behynde ; richesse suffreth him to passe ; truly he saith,

tos he corn never of Japhetes childre. Whereof I am sory that
Japhetes children, for povert, in no linage ben rekened, find
Caynes children, for riches, be maked Japhetes he.ires. Alas I this
is a wonder chaunge bitwene tho two No_s children, sithen that
of Japhetes ofspring comeden knightes, and of Cayn discended

Ho the lyne of servage to his brothers childre. Lo ! how gentillesse
and servage, as cosins, bothe discended out of two brethem of
one body! Wherfore I saye in sothnesse, that gentilesse in
kinrede _maketh not gentil linage in succession, without desert
of amans own selfe. Where is now the lyne of Alisaundre the

ts noble, or eis of Hector of Troye ? Who is discended of fight
bloode of/yne fro king Artour ? Pard_, sir Perdicas, whom that

go. subiecte, reason. 83. worthe. 83. reig_atyfe. 85. ayenwarde.
87. lorde. 88. possessoure. 89. forthebring. 9o. suretie. 96. cease.
97- profyte, pleasaunce. _9. pal dare. too. meane, xo9. comeden
(s_-): readcomen? lro. howe. JH. bretheme. H3. m.k_n; read
maketh, deserte, xx6 howe.
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Alisandre made to ben his heire in Greee, was of no kinges
bloode ; his dame was a tombestere. Of what kinred ben the
gentiles in our dayes ? I trow therfore, if any good be in gen-
tflesse, it is only that it semeth a maner of necessit_ be input to x2o
gentilmen, that they shulden not varyen fro the vertues of their
auneestres. Certes, al maner linage of men ben evenliche in
birth ; for oon "ffader, maker of al goodnes, enformed hem al,
and al mortal folk of one sede am greyned. Wherto avaunt men
of her linage, in eosinage or in _'elde-faders? Loke now the gin- _2._
ning, and to god, maker of mans person ; there is no clerk ne no
worthy in gentilesse; and he that norissheth his "l'coragewith
vyces and unresonable lustes, and leveth the kynde course, to
whiche ende him brought forth his birthe, trewly, he is ungentil,
and among t"chefles may ben nempned. And theffore, he that x3o
wol ben gentil, he mot daunten his flesshe fro vyces that causen
ungentilnesse, and leve also reignes of wicked lustes, and drawe
to him vertue, that in al phces gentiinesse gentilmen maketh.
And so speke I, in feminine gendre in general, of tho persones,
at the reverence of one whom every wight honoureth ; for her x35
bountee and her noblesse y-made her to god so dere, that his
moder she became ; and she me hath had so greet in worship,
that I nil for nothing in open declare, that in any thinge ayenst her
secte may so wene. For al vertue and al worthinesse of plesaunce
in hem haboundeth. And although I wolde any-thing speke, _4o
trewly I can not ; I may fynde in yvel of hem no runnermater.'

CHAPTER III.

IGHT with these wordes she stinte of that lamentablemelodye ; and I gan with a lyvely herte to praye, if that
it were lyking unto her noble grace., she wolde her deyne to
declare me the mater that firste was begonne, in which she lefte
and stinte to speke beforn she gan to singe. 5

' O,' quod she, ' this is no newe thing to me, to sene you men
desyren after mater, whiche your-selfe caused to voyde.'

' Ah, good lady,' quod I, 'in whom victorie of strength is proved
above al other thing, after the jugement of Esdram, whos lordship

118. tO.Ulby_tL'Y_.. I_13_..3j_le. father;readfader, la4. folke, arne.
.zaS. -fathers;rtad-fadem za6. clerke, xa7. corare;readcot'age.
xa8. leaueth. ]a_9.forthe, x3o. monge, clerkes(l); read cherles.
z$l. mote. I3_. leaue, s36. bountie, z37. great. I39. maye.

CH. IlL _. g"-_'- 5. beforae. 6. thynge, meaae. 9- thyage, whose.
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to al ]ignes: who is, that right as emperour hem commaundeth,
whether thilke ben not women, in whos lyknesse to me ye aperen ?
For fight as man halt the principalt_ of al thing under his be-
inge, in the masculyne gender; and no mo genders ben there
but masculyn and femenyne ; al the remenaunt ben no gendres but

,._of grace, in facultee of grammer: fight so, in the femenyne, the
women holden the upperest degree of al thinges under thilke
gendre conteyned. Who bfingeth forth kinges, whiche that ben
lordes of see and of erthe ; and al peoples of women ben born.
They norisshe hem that graffen vynes ; they maken men comfort

2o in their gladde cheres. Her sorowe is deth to mannes herte.
Without women, the being of men were impossible. They conne
with their swetnesse the crewel herte ravisshe, and make it meke,
buxom, and benigne, without violence mevinge. In beautee
of their eyen, or els of other maner fetures, is al mens desyres;

a5 ye, more than in golde, precious stones, either any richesse.
And in this degree, lady, your-selfe many hertes of men have
so bounden, that parfit blisse in womankynde to ben men wenen,
and in nothinge els. Also, lady, the goodnesse, the vertue of
women, by propert_ of discrecion, is so wel knowen, by litelnesse

._oof malice, that desyre to a good asker by no waye conne they
warne. And ye thanne, that wol not passe the kynde werchinge
of your sectes by general discrecion, I wot wel, ye wol so enclyne
to my prayere, that grace of my requeste shal fully ben graunted.'

' Certes,' quod she, ' thus for the more parte fareth al mankynde,
._sto praye and to crye after womans grace, and fayne many fan-

tasyes to make hertes enclyne to your desyres. And whan these
sely women, for freeit_ of their kynde, beleven your wordes, and
wenen al be gospel the promise of your behestes, than graunt[en]
they to you their hertes, and fulflUen your lustes, wherthrough

4o their libert_ in maystreship that they toforn had is thmUed ; and
so maked soverayn and to be prayed, that first was servaunt,
and voice of prayer used. Anon as filled is your lust, many of you
be so trewe, that litel hede take ye of suehe kyndnesse; but
with traysoun anon ye thinke hem begTle, and let light of that

4s thing whiche firste ye maked to you wonders dere ; so what
thing to women it is to 1oven any wight er she him wel knowe,
and have him proved in many halle ! For every glittr/ng thing

lo. ligues(_¢). 1x. whoselykenesse. Ia. hare. I$. facultie..
z7. forthe. 18. borne, x9. comd'orte, ao. dethe., a3. lmxome.
beautie, a7. tau'fyte. Sa. wotte. 38. gnumt. 4o. tofome.
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is nat gold ; and under colour of fayre speche many vices may
be hid and conseled. Therfore I rede no wight to trust on you
to rathe; mens chere and her speche right gyleful is ful ofte. so
Wherfore without good assay, it is nat worth on many *of you

to truste. Trewly, it is right kyndely to every man that thinketh
women betraye, and shewen outward al goodnesse, til he have

his wLl performed. Lo! the bird is begyled with the mery voice
of the foulers whistel. Whan a woman is closed in your nette, ._5
than wol ye causes fynden, and bere unkyndenesse her _ron
hande, or falset_ upon her putte, your owne malicious trayson

with suche thinge to excuse. Lo! than han women non other
wreche in vengeaunce, but "tblobere and wepe til hem list stint,
arid sorily her mishap complayne ; and is put in-to wening that 0o
al men ben so untrewe. How often have men chaunged her

loves in a litel whyle, or els, for fayling their wil, in their places

hem set! For fren[d]ship shal be oon, and fame with another
him list for to have, and a thirde for delyt; or els were he lost

bothe in packe and in clothes! Is this fair? Nay, god wot. 65

I may nat relic, by thousande partes, the wronges in trechery
of suche false people ; for make they never so good a bond,
al sette ye at a myte whan your bert tourneth. And they that
wench for sorowe of you deye, the pit_ of your false herte is flowe
out of towne. Alas ! therfore, that ever any woman wolde take 7o

any wight in her grace, til she knowe, at the ful, on whom she
might at al assayes truste ! Women con no more craft in queynt

knowinge, to understande the false disceyvable conjectementes
of mannes begylinges. Lol how it fareth; though ye men
gronen and cryen, certes, it is but disceyt ; and that preveth wel 75

by th'endes in your werkinge. How many women have ben
lorn, and with shame foule shent by long-lastinge tyme, whiche
thorow mennes gyle have ben disceyved ? Ever their fame shal

dure, and their dedes [ben] tad and songe in many londes; that

they han don, recoveren shal they never; but alway ben demed s_
lightly, in suche plyte a-yen shulde they faUe. Of whiche slaunders
and tenes ye false men and wicked ben the verey causes ; on you

by right ought these shames and these reproves al hoolly discende.

48. golde. ST. wortl_, on; rtadof. 53. -warde. 54- birde.
56. beare, vnhande; readimi hande. 58. none. 59. bloder; rend'

64. lyste, delyte.blobere. 61. Howe. 6._. sette, frenship (s_"?. one.
65. faire. 66. maye. teL 67. bo_e. 69. dey. 7a. trust.
craRe. 74. howe, 76. thender_ Howe. 77. lorne, longe-.
78. thorowe. 79. 2"su/_/y ben. radde, 80. done. 81. faL 8S. holy.
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Thus am ye al nighe untrewe; for al your fayre speche, your
85 herte is ful fickel. What cause han ye women to dispyse ? Better

fruite than they ben, ne swetter spyces to your behove, mowe ye
not fynde, as far as worldly bodyes strecchen. Loke to their
forminge, at the making of their persones by god in joye of
pamdyce! For goodnesse, of roans propre body were they

9° maked, after the sawes of the bible, rehersing goddes wordes in
this wyse: "It is good to mankynde that we make to him an
helper." Lo ! in paradyse, for your helpe, was this tree grafted,
out of whiche al linage of man discendeth. If a man be noble
frute, of noble frute it is sprongen ; the blisse of paradyse, to

95 mennes sory hertes, yet in this tree abydeth. O! noble helpes
ben these trees, and gentil jewel to ben worshipped of every
good creature ! He that hem anoyeth cloth his owne shame ; it is
a comfortable perle ayenst al tenes. Every company is mirthed
by their present being. Trewly, I wiste never vertue, but a woman

xoo were therof the rote. What is heven the worse though Sarazins
on it lyen ? Is your fayth untrewe, though _renegates maken
theron lesinges ? If the fyr doth any wight brenne, blame his
owne wit that put him-selfe so far in the here. Is not fyr gen-
tillest and most comfortable element amonges al other? Fyr

_o5is cheef werker in fortheringe sustenaunce to mankynde. Shal
fyr ben blamed for it brende a foole naturelly, by his own stulty
witte in steringe ? Ah! wicked folkes! For your propre malice
and shreudnesse of your-selfe, ye blame and dispyse the precious-
[es]t thing of your kynde, and whiche tlfinges among other

x,o moste ye desyren ! Trewly, Nero and his children ben shrewes,
that dispysen so their dames. The wiekednesse and gyling of
mdn, in disclaundring of thilke that most hath hem glad[d]ed
and plesed, were impossible to wryte or to nempne. Never-the-
latei yet I say, he that knoweth a way may it lightly passe; eke

_'s an herbe proved may safely to smertande sates ben layd. So
I say, in him that is proved is nothing suche yvels to gesse.
But these thinges have I rehersed, to wame you women al at
ones, that to lightly, without good assaye, ye assenten not to
marines speche. The sonne in the day-light is to'knowen from

xao the moone that shyneth in the night. Now to thee thy-selfe

84. arne. 87. farre, stretchen. 97. dothe. 99. wyst. lOX.faythe_
thougherennogates. Ioa. leasyages, lyre (four times) xo_. wytte.
farre, heate, xo4,xIz. moste. Io4. elementcomfortable;read
comfortableelement. 1o5. chef," Io8. precio_L zo9. amoage.
1_a-3. gladcdandpleased, xl_. layde, xao. Nowe. the.
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(quod she) as I have ofte sayd, I knowe wel thyne herte; thou
art noon of al the tofore-nempned people. For I knowe wel the
continuaunee of thy service, that never sithen I sette thee
a-werke, might thy Margaryte for plesaunce, frendship, ne fayrhede
of none other, be in poynte moved from thyne herte; wberfore :aS
in-to myne houshoide hastely I wol that thou entre, and al the
parfit privit_ of my werking, make it be knowe in thy understond-
ing, as oon of my privy familiers. Thou desyrest (quod she)
fayn to here of tho thinges there I lefte ?'

' Ye, forsothe,' quod I, ' that were to me a greet blisse.' x3o
' Now,' quod she, ' for thou shalt not wene that womans con-

dicions for fayre speche suche thing belongeth :--

CHAPTER IV.

HOU shalt,' quod she, 'understonde first among al other
thinges, that al the cure of my service to me in the parfit

blisse in doing is desyred in every mannes herte, be he never
so moehe a wreeehe ; but every man travayleth by dyvers studye,
and seke[th] thilke blisse by dyvers wayes. But al the endes 5
are knit in seline_se of desyre in the parfit blisse, that is suche
joye, whan men it have gotten, there _leveth no thing more to
ben eoveyted. But how that desyre of suehe perfeeeion in
my service be kindely set in lovers hertes, yet her erroneous
opinions misturne it by falsenesse of wening. And although ,o
mannes understanding be misturned, to knowe whiehe shuld ben
the way unto my person, and whither it abydeth; yet wote they
there is a love in every wight, [whiehe] weneth by that thing that
he eoveyteth most, he shulde come to thilke love ; and that
is parfit blisse of my servanntes; but than fulle blisse may not _s
be, and there laeke any thing of that blisse in any syde. Eke it
foloweth than, that he that must have ful blisse laeke no blisse in
love on no syde.'

'Theffor_ lady,' quod I tho, 'thilke blisse I have desyred,
and t soghte toforn this my-selfe, by wayes of riches, of dignitY, 2o

l_a. artenone. laS. set,the, la4. frendeshyp,fayrehede, xa7. parfyte.
la8. one. za9. fayne, x3_,great.131.Nowe.

CH. IV. I. share, amonge, a. parfyte. 4. wretche. S. seke;
readseketh. 6. padyte. 7- lyueth;readleveth, thynge. 8. howe.
perfection. 9. ¢a'ronyous. x3. arsu.hP/Ywhiche, x4. moste. _5.
parfyte, maye.. 16. thynge, ao. sot.he;readsoghte, toforne.
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of power, and of renom_, wening me in tho _'thinges had ben
thilke blisse ; but ayenst the beer it turneth. Whan I supposed

beste thilke blisse have _'getten, and come to the ful purpose
of your service, sodaynly was I hindred, and throwen so fer

a5 abacke, that me thinketh an inpossible to come there I lefte.'
' I _wot wel,' quod she ; 'and therfore hast thou fayled; for

thou wentest not by the bye way. A litel misgoing in the ginning
causeth mikil errour in the ende; wherfore of thilke blisse thou

fayledest, for having of richesse ; ne non of the other thinges thou
ao nempnedest mowen nat make suche parfit blisse in love as I shal

shewe. Therfore they be nat worthy to thilke blisse; and yet
somwhat must ben cause and way to thilke blisse. Ergo, there is
som suche thing, and sore way, but it is litel in usage and that

is nat openly y-knowe. But what felest in thyne herr of the
3$ service, in whiche by me thou art entred? Wenest aught thy-

selfe yet be in the hye way to my blisse ? I shal so shewe it to
thee, thou shalt not conne saye the contrary.'

' Good lady,' quod I, 'altho I suppose it in my herte, yet
wolde I here thyn wordes, how ye menen in this mater.'

4o Quod she, 'that I shal, with my good wil. Thilke blisse

desyred, som-del ye knowen, altho it be nat parfitly. For kyndly
entencion ledeth you therto, but in three maner livinges is al suche
wayes shewed. Every wight in this world, to have this blisse, oon
of thilke three wayes of lyres must procede ; whiche, after opinions

45 of grete clerkes, are by names cleped bestiallich, resonablich, [and

manlich. Resonablich] is vertuous. Manlich is worldlich. Bestial-
liche is lustes and delytable, nothing restrayned by bridel of reson.
AI that joyeth and yeveth gladnesse to the bert, and it be ayenst
reson, is lykened to bestial living, which thing foloweth lustes and

5o delytes ; wherfore in suche thinge may nat that precious blisse,
that is maister of al vertues, abyde. Your Sfaders toforn you have
cleped such lusty livinges after the flessh "passions of desyre,"

which ate innominable tofore god and man both. Than, after
determinacion of suche wyse, we accorden that suche passions of

55 desyre shul nat be nempned, but holden for absolute from al other

livinges and provinges ; and so *leveth in t_w]o livihges, manlich

az. thrages (sic) ; readthinges, aa. heere. 23. get; readgetten.
a6. wol ; read wot. 3o. partite. 33. rome (tu_'e). 37. the. shalte.
con. 39- howe ye meanen. 4L some deale. 4a. entention, thre.
lyueages. 43. one. 44. thre. 45. great, cl_ped, l_up.,0/y and
manlich. Reronablich. 47. nothynge. 47"9. reason (twits). 49. lyueng.

thynge. 5o. n_e. 51. fathers, toforne. 52. lyucmges. 54-determination. 5 • lyuenges (tu,/ce). lyeeth ; read leveth, to; read two.
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and resonable, to declare the maters begonne. But to make thee
fully have understanding in manlich livinges, whiche is holden
worldlich in these thinges, so that ignorance be mad no letter,
I wol (quod she) nempne these forsayd wayes _by names and 60
conclusions. First riches, dignitY, rcnomb, and power shul in
this worke be cleped bodily goodes ; for in hem hath ben, a gret
throw, mannes trust of selinesse in love: as in riches, suffisance
to have maintayned that was begonne by worldly catel ; in dignitb,
honour and reverence of hem that wern underput by maistry 65
therby to obeye. In renom_, glorie of peoples praising, after
lustes in their herr, without hede-taking to qualitb and maner of
doing; and in power, by trouth of lordships mayntenaunce, thing
to procede forth in doing. In al whiche thinges a longe tyme
mannes coveytise in commune hath ben greetly grounded, to come ;o
to the blisse of my service ; but trewly, they were begyled, and for
the principal muste nedes fayle, and in helping mowe nat availe.
See why. For boldest him not poore that is nedy ?'

'Yes, pardb,' quod I.
'And him for dishonored, that moche folk deyne nat to 75

reverence ? '

' That is soth,' quod I.
' And what him, that his mightes faylen and mowe nat helpen?'
'Certes,' quod I, 'me semeth, of al men he shulde be holden

a wrecche.' so

'And wenest nat,' quod she, ' that he that is litel in renom_,
but rather is out of the praysinges of mo men than a fewe, be nat
in shame ?'

'For soth,' quod I, 'it is shame and viUany, to him that
coveyteth renom_, that more folk nat prayse in name than preise.' 85

'Soth,' quod she, ' thou sayst soth ; but al these thinges are
folowed of suche maner doinge, and wenden in riches suffisaunce,
in power might, in dignitb worship, and in renomb glorie ; wherfore
they distended in-to disceyvable wening, and in that service disceit
is folowed. And thus, in general, thou and al suche other that so 9°
worchen, faylen of my blisse that ye long ban desyred. Wheffore
truly, in lyre of reson is the hye way to this blisse; as I thinke
more openly to declare herafter. Never-the-later yet, in a litel to
comforte thy herte, in shewing of what waye thou art entred thy-

57. the. 58. lyuenges. 59. made. 6a. be ; r_ad by.
63, cleaped. 64. begon. 65. werne. 66. obey. 70. greatly.
73, Se. 75. folke. 80. wretch. 89. dL__2t'A_te. 92. reason, 94-arte.
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95 selfe, and that thy Margarite may knowe thee set in the hye way,
I wol enforme thee in this wyse. Thou hast fayled of thy first
purpos, bicause thou wentest wronge and leftest the hye way on
thy right syde, as thus : thou lokedest on worldly living, and that
thing thee begyled; and lightly therfore, as a litel assay, thou

_oosongedest; but whan I turned thy purpos, and shewed thee
a part of the hye waye, tho thou abode therin, and no deth ne
ferdnesse of non enemy might thee out of thilk way reve ; but
ever oon in thyn herte, to come to the like blisse, whan thou
were arested and firste tyme enprisoned, thou were loth to

_oSchaunge thy way, for in thy herr thou wendest to have ben there
thou shuldest. And for I had routhe to sene thee miscaried,
and wiste wel thyn ablenesse my service to forther and encrese,
I corn my-selfe, without other mene, to visit thy person in comfort
of thy herr. And perdy, in my comming thou were greetly

xoglad[died ; after whiche tyme no disese, no care, no tene, might
move me out of thy herr. And yet am I glad and greetly enpited,
how continually thou haddest me in mynde, with good avysement
of thy conscience, whan thy king and his princes by huge wordes
and grete loked after variaunce in thy speche; and ever thou

xz5were redy for my sake, in plesaunce of the Margarite-perle and
many mo other, thy body to oblige in-to Marces doing, if any
contraried thy sawes. Stedfast way maketh stedfast herr, with
good hope in the ende. Trewiy, I wol that thou it wel knowe;
for I see thee so set, and not chaunginge herte haddest in my

_oservice ; and I made thou haddest grace of thy kinge, in foryeve-
nesse of mikel misdede. To the gracious king art thou mike1
holden, of whos grace and goodnesse somtyme hereafter I thinke
thee enforme, whan I shew the ground where-as moral vertue
groweth. Who brought thee to werke ? Who brought this grace

_25aboute? Who made thy herr hardy? Trewly, it was I. For
haddest thou of me fayled, than of this purpos had_dest thou]
never taken [hede] in this wyse. And therfore I say, thou might
wel truste to come to thy blisse, sithen thy ginninge hath ben hard,
but ever graciously after thy hertes desyr hath proceded. Silver

tao fyned with many hetes men knowen for trew ; and safely men

95-6. the (twice). 97-too. purpose. 98. lyueng. 99- the. too-re.
the. tot. parte, dethe, lo 3. one. -Io6__the. io 7. wyst. thyne.
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nmy trust to the alay in werkinge. This _disese hath proved what
way hence-forward thou thinkest to holde.'

'Now, in good fayth, lady,' quod I tho, ' I am now in ; me
semeth, it is the hye way and the right.'

'Ye, forsothe,' quod she, 'and now I wol disprove thy first x3s
wayes, by whiche many men wenen to gette thilke blisse. But
for-as-moche as every herte that hath caught ful love, is tyed with
queynt knittinges, thou shalt understande that love and thilke
foresayd blisse toforn declared in this[-e] provinges, shal hote the
knot in the hert.' 14o

' Wel,' quod I, ' this inpossession I wol wel understande.'
' Now also,' quod she, ' for the knotte in the herte muste ben

from one to an-other, and I knowe thy desyr, I wol thou under-
stande these maters to ben sayd of thy-selfe, in disproving of thy
first service, and in strengthinge of thilke that thou hast undertake _45
to thy Margaryte-perle.'

'A goddes halle,' quod I, 'right wel I fele that al this case is
possible and trewe; and therfore I *admitte it altogither.'

' CUnderstand we.l,'quod she, ' these termes, and loke no con-
tradiccion thou graunt.' _5o

' If god wol,' quod I, ' of al these thinges wol I not fayle ; and
if I graunt contradiccion, I shulde graunte an impossible ; and
that were a foul inconvenience ; for whiche thinges, lady, y-wis,
herafter I thinke me to kepe.'

CHAPTER V.

, _ _/tEL,' quod she, 'thou knowest that every thing is a cause,
V V wherthrough any thing hath being that is cleped "caused."

Than, if richesse _canseth knot in herte, thilke richesse Tis cause
of thilke precious thinge being. But after the sentence of
Aristotle, every cause is more in dignit_ than his thinge caused j 5
wherthrough it foloweth richesse to ben more in dignit_ than
thilke knot. But richesses am kyndely naughty, badde, and
nedy; and thilke knotte is thing kyndely good, most praysed
and desyred. Ergo, thing naughty, badde, and nedy in kyndely

xS_.clhumses(@¢),way'e, -forwar_e.x33-I42. Nowe(four times), x39.
tofom¢. 143.desyre. I_$,'gtrenghthynge,haste, x48. admytted; read
admytteit. 149. Vnders_den (_'¢). x49-15a, contradyction(_).
x_3. foule, ladye.

• CH. V. x. thyage. 2. -throughe. 3. tauten; re.adcau_.h, arae;
_is. 7. ame. 8, 9- thynge(l_), moste.
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zo understandinge is more worthy than thing kyndely good, most
desyred and praysed! The consequence is fals; nedes, the
antecedent mot ben of the same condicion. But that richesses

ben bad, naughty, and nedy, that wol I prove ; wheffore they

mowe cause no suche thing that is so glorious and good. The
_5 more richesse thou hast, the more nede hast thou of helpe hem

to kepe. Ergo, thou nedest in fichesse, whiche nede thou
shuldest not have, if thou hem wantest. Than muste fichesse

ben nedy, that in their having maken thee nedy to helpes, in
suretee thy richesse to kepen ; wherthrough foloweth, richesse to

2o ben nedy. Everything causinge yvels is badde and naughty ; but

richesse in one causen misese, in another they mowen not evenly
strecchen al about. Wherofcometh plee, debat, thefte, begylinges,
but richesse to winne ; whiche thinges ben badde, and by fichesse

am cause& Ergo, thilke ficbesse[s] ben badde ; whiche badnesse
a5 and nede ben knit in-to fichesse by a manet of kyndely propertee;

and every cause and caused accorden ; so that it foloweth, thilke

richesse[s] to have the same accordaunce with badnesse and nede,
that their cause asketh. Also, every thing hath his being by his
cause; than, if the cause be distroyed, the being of caused is

3o vanisshed. And, so, if fichesse[s] causen love, and richesse[s]
weren distroyed, the love shulde vanisshe ; but thilke knotte, and

it be trewe, may not vanisshe, for no going of fichesse. _'rgo,
richesse is no cause of the knot. And many men, as I sayd,
setten the cause of the knotte in richesse; thilke knitten the

35 richesse, and nothing the yvel ; thilke persons, what-ever they
ben, wenen that fiches is most worthy to be had ; and that make
they the cause ; and so wene they thilke fiches be better than the
person. Commenly, suche asken rather after the quantit_ than
after the qualit_ ; and suche wenen, as wel by hem-selfe as by

40 other, that conjunccion of his lyfe and of his soule is no more
precious, but in as mike] as he hath of fichesse. Alas ! how may
he holden suche thinges precious or noble, that neither ban lyf ne

soule, ne ordinaunce of werchinge limmesl Suche fichesse[s]
ben more worthy whan they ben in tgadering; in departing,

45 ginneth his love of other mennes praysing. And avarice _gadering
maketh be hated, and nedy to many 9ut-helpes ; and whan leveth
the possession of such goodes, and they ginne vanissh, than

xo. thynge, moste. Ix. false, z_. mote. z5. b_e. zS. the.
]9. suretie. _x. mi_e___. 2_. stretchen, debate. 24. ame. richeue;
read richer,ses. _5. propertie. 27-3o. de.hesse; re_/riehe_ (tArice).
55. nothynge. 4o. eomunction. 4t. howe mgye. 4_. lyre. 43-
rit_,e; re._/rlche_s¢_. 44-3. gatheryng.
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entreth sorowe and tene in their hertes. O ! badde and strayte
ben thilke, that at their departinge maketh men teneful and soD',
and in the _'gadering of hem make men nedy ! Moche folk at 50
ones mowen not togider moche therof have. A good gest gladdeth
his hoste and al his meyny; but he is a badde gest that maketh
his hoste nedy and to be aferd of his gestes going.'

'Certes,' quod I, 'me wondreth therfore that the comune
opinion is thus: "He is worth no more than that he hath in 55
catel." '

' O !' quod she, 'loke thou be not of that opinion ; for if gold or
money, or other maner of riches shynen in thy sight, whos is that ?
Nat thyn. And tho[ugh] they have a litel beautee, they be nothing
in comparison of our kynde ; and therfore, ye shulde nat sette 60
your worthinesse in thing lower than your-selfe. For the riches,
the fairnesse, the worthinesse of thilke goodes, if ther be any
suche preciousnesse in hem, are nat thyne ; thou madest hem
so never ; from other they come to thee, and to other they shul
from thee. Wherfore enbracest thou other wightes good, as 65
tho[ugh] they were thyn ? Kynde hath drawe hem by hem-selfe.
It is sothe, the goodes of the erth ben ordayned in your fode
and norisshinge; but if thou wok holde thee apayd with that
suffyseth to thy kynde, thou shalt nat be in daunger of no suche
riches; to kynde suffyseth litel thing, who that taketh hede. 7o
And if thou wok algates with superfluit[ of riches be a-throted,
thou shalt hastelich be anoyed, or els yvel at ese. And fairnesse
of feldes ne of habitacions, ne multitude of meyn_, may nat be
rekened as riches that are thyn owne. For if they be hadde, it is
greet selaunder and villany to the occupyer ; and if they he good 75
or faire, the mater of the workman that hem made is to prayse.
How shulde other-wyse bountee be compted for thyne? Thilke
goodnesse and faimesse be proper to tho thinges hem-selfe ; than,
if they be nat thyne, sorow nat whan they wende, ne glad thee
nat in pompe and in pride whan thou hem hast. For their 8o
bountee and their beantees cometh out of their owne kynde, and
nat of thyne owne person. As faire ben they in their not having
as whan thou hast hem. They be nat faire for thou hast hem ;
but thou hast geten hem for the faimesse of them-selfe. And
there the vaylance of men is demed in richesse oufforth, wenen sS

5o. gatheryng, folke. 5,'3-aferde. ._5.worthe. 57. golde. ._8.
whose. 59. beatutie. 60. set. 64-5. the (twice'). 68. wolte, the
aptyde, 72. ease. 73. maye. 75, great. 76. workem*n: 77-rxowe, bounfie. 79. the. 81. bountie, beautes. 83-4. haste(lArge).
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me[nJ to have no proper good in them-selfe, but seche it in
straunge thinges. Trewly, the condicion of good wening is to

thee mistourned, to wene, your noblesse be not in your-selfe, but
in the goodes and beautee of other thinges. Pardy, the beestes

90 that han but feling soules, have suffisaunce in their owne selfe;
and ye, that ben lyke to god, seken encrese of suitisaunce from so

excellent a kynde of so lowe thinges ; ye do greet wrong to him
that you made lordes over al erthly thinges ; and ye putte your
worthinesse under the nombre of the fete of lower thinges and

95 foule. Whan ye juge thilke riches to be your worthinesse, than

putte ye your-selfe, by estimation, under thilke foule thinges ;
and than leve ye the knowing of your-selfe ; so be ye viler than
any dombe beest ; that cometh of shrewde vice. Right so thilke
persons that loven non yvel for dereworthinesse of the persone,

loo but for straunge goodes, and saith, the adomement in the knot
lyth in such thing ; his errour is perilous and shrewd, and he
wryeth moche venim with moche welth; and that knot may
nat be good whan he hath it getten.

Certes, thus hath fiches with flickering sight anoyed many;
1o5 and often, whan there is a throw-out shrewe, he coyneth al the

gold, al the precious stones that mowen be founden, to have in

his bandon ; he weneth no wight be worthy to have suche thinges
but he alone. How many hast thou knowe, now in late tyme,
that in their richesse supposed sufl_nce have folowed, and now

Ho it is al fayled !'

'Yeo lady,' quod I, 'that is for mis medling; and otherwyse
governed _'theyJ thilke richesse than they shulde.'

'Ye,' quod she tho, ' had not the flood greetly areysed, and

throwe to-hemward beth gravel and sand, he had mad no reed-
xi5 linge. And fight as see yeveth flood, so draweth see ebbe, and

puUeth ayen under wawe al the firste out-throwe, but-ff good pyles

of noble governaunce in love, in wel-meninge maner, ben sadly
grounded; -[the whiche holde thilke gravel as for a tyme_ that
ayen lightly mowe not it turne; and if the pyles ben trewe, the

I2o gravel and sand wol abyde. And certes, ful warning in love shalt
thou never thorow hem get ne cover, that lightly.with an ebbe, er

86. me; readmen. 87. co;_lytion. 88. the. 89. beautie.
9x. emc_ue. 9 J. great. 93-6. put (_v_e). xox. shreude, io2. maye.
io5. throwe out. 1o6. golde. 1o8. Howe. haste. IO8-9. nowe.
11I. mime medlyng. Su_p/), they. sI3. floode greatly. Ix4.
hemwarde, umde. made.s_" xz5. flood,, x16. out throw. 117.
meanynge. IxS. to; rcadth_ 12o. umde_ xaz. shalte, thorowe.
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thoube ware,it[ne]wol ayenmere. In richessemany men
havehad tenesand diseses,whiehetheyshuldenothavehad,if
theroftheyhad fayled.Thorowwhiche,now declared,partlyitis
shewed, that for richesse shulde the knotte in herte neither ben x25
caused in one ne in other; trewly, knotte may ben knit, and
I trowe more stedfast, in love, though riehesse fayled; and els,
in richesse is the knotte, and not in herte. And than suche
a knotte is fals ; whan the see ebbeth and withdraweth the
gravel, that such richesse voydeth, thilke knotte wol unknitte, x3o
Wheffore no trust, no way, no cause, no parfit being is in
richesse, of no suche knotte. Therfore another way muste we
have.

CHAPTER VI.

ONOUR indignit_iswenedtoyevena fulknot''Ye,certes,'quod I,'andof thatopinionben many;

fortheysayn,dignitY,withhonourand reverence,causenhertes
toeneheynen,and soabledtobe knittogither,fortheexcellence
in soveraynt_ of such degrees.' 5

'Now,' quod she, 'if dignitb, honour, and reverence causen
thilke knotte in herte, this knot is good and profitable. For

every cause of a cause is cause of thing caused. Than thus:
good thinges and profitable ben by dignitb, honour, and rever-
ence caused. Ergo, they accorden ; and dignites ben good with xo
reverences and honour. But contraries mowen not aecorden.

Wherfore, by reson, there shulde no dignitee, no reverence, non
honour acorde with shrewes. But that is fals ; they have ben
cause to shrewes in many shreudnes ; for with hem they accorden.

.Ergo, from beginning to argue ayenwaxd til it come to the laste _S
conclusion, they are not cause of the knot. Lo, al day at eye am
shrewes not in reverence, in honour, and in dignitb ? Yes, for-

sothe, rather than the good. Than foloweth it that shrewes
rather than good shul ben cause of this knot. But of this [the]
contrarie of al lovers is bileved, and for a sothe openly de-=o
retrained to holde.'

1 . r
1=2. beware. 2"sulb2My no. I_3. ¢YttN_t. 1=4- "_.o owe. nowe.

partely, x26. maye. knytte, i=9. uu=e. 13x. parxyte.
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' Now,' quod I, 'fayn wolde I here, how suche dignitees acorden
with shrewes.'

'O,' quod she, ' that wol I shewe in manifolde wyse. Ye wene

25 (quod she) that dignites of offce here in your cit_ is as the
sonne ; it shyneth bright withouten any eloude ; [of] whiche thing,
whan they comen in the handes of malicious tirauntes, there

cometh moche harm, and more grevaunce therof than of the
wilde fyre, though it brende al a strete. Certes, in dignitb of

3¢ office, the werkes of the occupyer shewen the malice and the

badnesse in the person ; with shrewes they maken manyfolde
harmes, and moche pdople shamen. How often ban rancours,
for malice of the governour, shulde ben mainteyned ? Hath not
than suche dignitees caused debar, rumours, and yvels? Yes,

_5 god wot, by suche thinges have bell trusted to make mens under-
standing enclyne to many queynte thinges. Thou wottest wel
what I mene.'

' ¥e,' quod I, ' therfore, as dignit_ suche thing in tene y-wrought,

so ayenward, the substaunce in dignit_ chaunged, relyed to bring
,to ayen good plyte in doing.'

'Do way, do way,' quod she ; 'if it so betyde, but that is
selde, that suche dignit_ is betake in a good mannes governaunce,
what thing is to recken in the dignitees goodnesse ? Pard_, the
bountee and goodnesse is hers that usen it in good governaunce ;

45 and therfore cometh it that honour and reverence shulde ben

don to dignitb bycause of'encresinge vertue in the occupyer,
and not to the ruler bycause of soverayntee in dignitY. Sithen

dignit_ may no vertue cause, who is worthy worship for suche
goodnesse ? Not dignitY, but person, that maketh goodnesse in

5o dignit_ to shyne.'

' This is wonder thing,' quod I ; ' for me thinketh, as the person

in dignit_ is worthy honour for goodnesse, so, thoCugh ] a person
for badnesse mafu_gree hath deserved, yet the dignit_ leneth to
be commended.'

53 'Let be,' quod she, ' thou errest fight, foule; dignit_ with
badnesse is helper to performe the felonous doing. Pardy, were

it kyndly good, or any propert_ of kyndly vertue [tbat men]
hadden in hem-selfe, shrewes shulde hem never have; with hem

shulde they never accorde. Water and fyr, that ben contrarious,

3_. Nowe. fayne, howe. 36. l_,_flyof, thynge. J8. harme.
32. Howe. 34- debate. 33. wote. 37. meane. 39- ayeuwarde.
44- bountie. 43. honoum. 46. done. encre_ynge. 47- soverayntie.
53. magre. 37. SulMlY that. m_ and it. ,';9. fire.
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mowen nat togider ben assembled ; kynde wol nat suffre suche 6o
contraries to joyne. And sithen at eye, by experience in doing,
we seen that shrewes have hem more often than good men, siker
mayst thou be, that kyndly good in suche thing is nat appropred.
Pardy, were they kyndly good, as wel oon as other shulden
evenlich in vertue of governaunce ben worthe ; but oon fayleth in 6s
goodnesse, another doth the contrary; and so it sheweth, kyndly
goodnesse in dignit_ nat he grounded. And this same resort
(quod she) may be mad, in general, on al the bodily goodes ;
for they comen ofte to throw-out shrewes. After this, he is
strong that hath might to have grete burthens, and he is light 70
and swifte, that hath soveraint_ in ronning to passe other ; right
so he is a shrewe, on whom shreude thinges and badde han most
werchinge. And right as philosophy maketh philosophers, and
my service maketh lovers, right so, if dignites weren good or
vertuous, they shulde maken shrewes good, and turne her malice, 7._
and make hem be vertuous. But that they do nat, as it is
proved, but causen rancour and debat. Ergo, they be nat good,
but utterly badde. Had Nero never ben Emperour, shulde
never his dame have be slayn, to maken open the privit_ of his
engendrure. Herodes, for his dignitY, slew many children. The so
dignit_ of king John wolde have distroyed al England. Therfore
mokel wysdom and goodnesse both, nedeth in a person, the
malice in dignit_ slyly to brydel, and with a good bitte of arest
to withdrawe, in case it wolde praunce otherwyse than it shulde.
Trewly, ye yeve to dignites wrongful names in your cleping, ss
They shulde hete, nat dignith, but moustre of badnesse and
mayntenour of shrewes. Paxdy, shyne the sonne never so bright,
and it bringe forth no hete, ne sesonably the herbes out-bringe of
the erthe, but suffre frostes and cold, and the erthe harayne to
ligge by tyme of his compas in circute about, ye wolde wonder, 90
and dispreyse that sonne ! If the mone be at ful, and sheweth
no light, but derke and dimme to your sight appereth, and make
distruccion of the waters, wol ye nat suppose it be under cloude
or in clips, and that sore prevy thing, unknowen to your wittes,
is cause of suche contraxious doinge ? Than, if clerkes, that hart 9S

ful insight and knowing of suche impedimentes, enforme you of

6x. ioyn. 6_. _.ne. menne. 63. mayste. 64-5. one(twice).
66. dothe. 68. made. 69. throweout. _,o. greatburthyn_
77. debate. 80. slewe. 81. Engla_le. 82. wysedom. 88. bring
forthe, heate. 89. colde. 9x. son. 93. distraction 94- some.
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the sothe, very idiottes ye ben, but-if ye yeven credence to thilk
clerkes wordes. And yet it doth me tene, to sene many wrecches
rejoycen in such maner planettes. Trewly, litel con[neJ they on

xoo philosophy, or els on my lore, that any desyr haven suche
lightinge planettes in that wyse any more to shewe.'

' Good lady,' quod I, ' tel me how ye mene in these thinges.'
'L o,' quod she, ' the dignites of your cit_, sonne and mone,

nothing in kynde shew their shyning as they shulde. For the
io5 sonne made no brenning hete in love, but freesed envye in

mennes hertes, for feblenesse of shyning hete ; and the moone
was about, under an olde cloude, the livinges by waters to
distroye.'

'Lady,' quod I, 'it is supposed they had shyned as they
i zo shulde.'

'Ye,' quod she, 'but now it is proved at the ful, their beaut_ in
kyndly shyning fayled ; wherfore dignit_ of him-selven hath no
beautee in faymesse, ne dryveth nat awaye vices, but encreseth ;
and so be they no cause of the knotte. Now see, in good trouth ;

_._holde ye nat such sonnes worthy of no reverence, and dignites
worthy of no worship, that maketh men to do the more harmes ?'

'I not,' quod I.
' No ?' quod she; 'and thou see a wyse good man, for his

goodnesse and wysnesse wok thou nat do him worship ? Therof
i2o he is worthy.'

'That is,good skil,' quod I ; 'it is dewe to suche, both rever-
ence and worship to have.'

'Than,' quod she, 'a shrewe, for his shreudnesse, altho he be
put forth tofom other for ferde, yet is he worthy, for shrewdnesse,

m5 to be unworshipped ; of reverence no part is he worthy to have,
[that] to contrarious doing belongeth: and that is good skil.
For, right as he besmyteth the dignites, thilke same thing ayen-
ward him smyteth, or els shulde smyte. And over this thou wost
wel (quod she) that fyr in every place heteth where it be, and

x._owater maketh wete. Why? For kyndely werking is so y-put in
hem, to do suche thinges ; for every kyndely in werking sheweth
his kynde. But though a wight had ben mayre of your city
many winter togider, and come in a straunge place there he were

98. wretches. 99. con; read conne. Ioo. desyre, xo2. howe.
mean. xo 7. lyuenges, xll. howe. Ix 5. besutie, encseaseth.
x14. Nowe se. xx8. se. x19. wysenesse wolt_ -I_4. forthe tofome.
x_5. part... I_6. ZJ'u/_' 3, that. x_7. ayenwarde. Ia8. woste.
la9. fyx_ heateth, x3_. cytie.
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not knowen, he shulde for his dignit_ have no reverence. Than
neither worshippe ne reverence is kyndely propre in no dignitY, _33

sithen they shulden don their kynde in suche doinge, if any were.
And if reverence ne worshippe kyndely be not set in dignitees,
and they more therein ben shewed than goodnesse, for that in
dignit_ is shewed, but it proveth that goodnesse kyndely in hem

is not grounded. I-wis, neither worshippe, ne reverence, ne good- 14o
nesse in dignitb don non office of kynde; for they have non
suche propertee in nature of doinge but by false opinion of the
people. Lol how somtyme thilke that in your city wern in
dignit_ noble, if thou liste hem nempne, they ben now over-
turned bothe in worship, in name, and in reverence ; wherfore t45

such dignites have no kyndly werching of worshippe and of
reverence. He that hath no worthinesse on it-selfe, now it ryseth
and now it vanissheth, after the variaunt opinion in false hertes
of unstable people. Wherfore, if thou desyre the knotte" of this

jewel, or els if thou woldest suppose she shulde sette the knotte 1_o
on thee for suche runner dignitY,, than thou wenest beautee or

goodnesse of thiLke somwhat encreseth the goodnesse or vertue in
the body. But dignite[es] of hemself ben not good, ne yeven
reverence ne worshippe by their owne kynde. How shulde they
than yeve to any other a thing, that by no waye mowe they have l S._
hem-selfe ? It is sene in dignitb of the emperour and of many

mo other, that they mowe not of hem-selve kepe their worshippe
ne their reverence; that, in a litel whyle, it is now up and now
downer by tmstedfaste hertes of the people. What bountee mowe

they yeve that, with cloude, lightly leveth his shyninge? Certes, 16o
to the ocampyer is mokel appeyred, sithen suche doinge doth
vi!!anye to him that may it not mayntayne. Wheffore thilke way
to the .knotte is croked ; and if any desyre to come to the knot,

he must leve this way on his lefte syde, or els shal he never come
there. 165

x4L done none. none. 14a. propertie, x43. howe. eytie weme.
144. howe. 147. Per lie read That thing _ i47-8, nowe (tw_¢).
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CHAPTER VII.

VAYLETH aught (quod she) power of might in maynten-
aunce of [men, to maken hem] worthy to come to this

knot ? '

'Pard_,' quod I, 'ye ; for hertes ben ravisshed from suche

s runner thinges.'
'Certes,' quod she, 'though a fooles herte is with thing

ravisshed, yet therfore is no general cause of the power.s, ne of

a siker parfit herte to be loked after. Was not Nero the moste
shrewe oon of thilke that men rede, and yet had he power to

m make senatours justices, and princes of many landes? Was not
that greet power ?'

'Yes, certes,' quod I.

' Wel,' quod she, 'yet might he not helpe him-selfe out of
disese, whan he gan falle. How many ensamples canst thou

]._ remembre of kinges grete and noble, and huge power fhelden, and

yet they might not kepe hem-selve from wrecchednesse ? How
wrecched was king Henry Curtmantil er he deyde ? He had not
so moche as to cover with his membres; and yet was he oon
of the grettest kinges of al the Normandes ofspring, and moste

20 possession had. O ! a noble thing and clere is power, that is not
founden mighty to kepe him-selfe ! Now, trewly, a greet role is

he, that for suche thing wolde sette the knotte in thyne herte !
Also power of r_a]mes, is not thilke grettest power amonges the
worldly, powers reckened ? And if suche powers hart wrecched-

2,_nesse in hem-selfe, it foloweth other powers of febler condition to
ben wrecched; and than, that wrecchednesse shulde be cause of

suche a knottel But every wight that hath reson wot wel that
wrecchednesse by no way may ben cause of none suche knotte;
wherfore suche power is no cause. That powers have wrecched-

3o nesse in hem-selfe, may right lightly ben preyed. If power lacke on

any syde, on that syde is no power; but no power is wrecched-
nesse: for abbe-it so the power of emperours or kinges, or els
of their ri/almes (which is the power of the prince) strecchen

CIL VIL 2. Isu_O, men, to makea hem. 8. parfyte. 9" one.
_z. great, i 4. disease, faL Howe. eanste. _._.great, holdea;
r_a_ helden, x6. wretchydaesse. Howe wretched, i8. one.
x9. greatest. 2o. thynge. 2L Nowe. great. _5. greatest.
24. wretchydnesse(_everal titntx) ; wretched (sewral tin*es), a7. reason
wote. 35. strewhen.
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wyde and brode, yet besydes is ther mokel folk of whiche he
hath no commaundement ne lordshippe ; and there-as lacketh his 35
power, his nonpower entreth, where-under springeth that maketh
hem wrecches. No power is wrecchednesse and nothing els;
but in this maner hath kinges more porcion of wrecchednesse
than of power. Trewly, suche powers ben unmighty ; for ever
they ben in drede how thilke power from lesing may be keped 40
of sorow; so drede sotily prikkes ever in their hertes: litel
is that power whiche careth and ferdeth it-selfe to mayntayne.
Unmighty is that wrecchednesse whiche is entred by the ferdful
weninge of the wrecche him-selfe ; and knot y-maked by wrecched-
hesse is betwene _recches ; and wrecches al thing bewaylen;4s
wherfore the knot shulde be bewayled; and there is no suche
parfit blisse that we supposed at the ginning! Ergo, power in
nothing shulde cause suche knottes. Wrecchednesse is a kyndely
propertee in suche power, as by way of drede, whiche they mowe
nat eschewe, ne by no way live in sikernesse. For thou wost wel so
(quod she) he is nought mighty that wolde don that he may not
don ne perfourme.'

'Therfore,' quod I, ' these kinges and lordes that han suffi-
saunce at the ful of men and other thinges, mowen wel ben
holden mighty ; their comaundementes ben don ; it is nevermore S5
denyed.'

'Foole,' quod she, 'or he wot him-selfe mighty, or wot it
not ; for he is nought mighty that is blynde of his might and wot
it not.'

' That is sothe,' quod I. 6o
' Than if he wot it, he must nedes ben a-dracl to lesen it. He

that wot of his might is in doute that he mote nedes lese ; and so
ledeth him drecle to ben unmighty. And if he recche not to lese,
litel is that worth that of the lesing resort reccheth nothing; and
if it were mighty in power or in strength, the lesing shulde ben 65
withset ; and whan it cometh to the lesing, he may it not with-
sitte. .Ergo, thilke might is leude and naughty. Such mightes
am y-lyke to postes and pillers that uptight stonden, and greet
might han to here many charges ; and if they eroke on any syde,
litel thing maketh hemoverthrowe.' 70

' This is a good ensample,' quod I, ' to pillers and postes that
k

folke. 4 o. howe. 4L prickes. 47- parfyte. 49, propertie.
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I have seen overthrowed my-seife; and hadden they ben under-
put with any helpes, they had not so lightly falle.'

' Than holdest thou him mighty that hath many men armed
7S and many servauntes ; and ever he is adrad of hem in his herte ;

and, for he gasteth hem, somtyme he mot the more fere have.
Comenly, he that other agasteth, other in him ayenward werchen
the same ; and thus warnisshed mot he be, and of warnisshe the
hour drede. Lite] is that might and right leude, who-so taketh

8o here.'

'Than semeth it,' quod I, ' that suche famulers aboute kinges
and grete lordes shulde greet might have. Although a sypher in
augrim have no might in significacion of it-selve, yet he yeveth
power in significacion to other ; and these clepe I the helpes to

s5 a poste to kepe him from falling.'
'Certes,' quod she, 'thilke skilles ben leude. Why ? But-if

the shorers be wel grounded, the helpes shulden slyden and suffre
the charge to falle ; her might litel avayleth.'

'And so me thinketh,' quod I, 'that a poste Mone, stonding
9o upright upon a basse, may lenger in greet burthen endure than

croken pilers for al their helpes, and her ground be not siker.'
' That is sothe,' quod she ; ' for as, [if] the blynde in bering of

the lame ginne stomble, bothe shulde falle, right so suche pillers,
so envyroned with belpes, in falling of the grounde fayleth tal-

9s togider. How ofte than suche famulers, in their moste pryde
of prosperitY, ben sodairdy overthrowen! Thou hast knowe
many in a moment so ferre overthrowe, that cover might they
never. Whan the hevinesse of suche fayling cometh by case of
fortune, they mowe it not esehue; and might and power, if ther

xoowere any, shulde of strengthsuch thinges voyde and weyve; and
so it is not. Lo, than I whiche thing is this power, that, tho men
han it, they ben agast ; and in no tyme of ful having be they
siker ! And if they wold weyve drede, as they mow not, litel is
in worthines. Fye therfore on so naughty thing, any knot to

xo_cause! Lo! in adversitY, thilk ben his foes that glosed and
seined frendes in welth ; thus am his familiers his foes and his

enemyes ; and nothing is werse, ne more mighty fdr to anoy than
is a famiUer enemy ; and these thinges may they not weyve ; so

7a. sen,- 73. fal. 75-adradde. 76. mote. _are. 77- ay_m-
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trewly their might is not worth a eresse. And over al thinge, he
that may not withdmwe the brydel of his flesshly lustes and his _o
wrecched complayntes (now think on thy-selfe) trewly he is not
mighty; I can seen no way that lyth to the knotte. Thilke
people than, that setten their hertes upon suche mightes and

powers, often ben begyled. Pard_, he is not mighty that may do
any thing, that another may doon him the selve, and that men xx_
have as greet power over him as he over other. A justice that
demeth men ayenward hath ben often demed. Buserus slew his
gestes, and he was slayn of Hercules his geste. Hugest betrays-
shed many men, and of Collo was he betrayed. He that with
swerde smyteth, with swerde shal be smitten.' _20

Than gan I to studyen a whyle on these thinges, and made
a countenaunce with my hande in manet to ben huisht.

'Now let seen,' quod she, 'me thinketh somwhat there is
within thy soule, that troubleth thy understanding ; saye on what
it is ' I_S

Quod I tho, ' me thinketh that, although a man by power have
suche might over me, as I have over another, that disproveth no
might in my person ; but yet may I have power and might never-
the-later.'

'See now,' quod she, 'thyne owne leudenesse. He is mighty 13o
that may without wrecchednesse; and he is unmighty that may it
not withsitte; but than he, that might over thee, and he wol,
putte on thee wrecchednesse, thou might it not withsitte. .Ergo,
thou seest thy-seife what'foloweth ! But now (quod she) woldest
thou not skorne, and thou see a flye hart power to don harm to _31
an-other flye, and thilke have no might ne ayenturning him-selfe
to defende ?'

'Yes, certes,' quod I
'Who is a frayler thing,' quod she, ' than the fleshly body of

a man, over whiche have oftentyme flyes, and yet lasse thing than 14o
a flye, mokel might in grevaunce and anoying, withouten any
withsittinge, for al thilke mannes mightes? And sithen thou
seest thyne flesshly body in kyndely power fayle, how shulde than
the accident of a thinge ben in more suret_ of beinge than sub-
stancial? Wherfore, thilke thinges that we clepe power is but 145

Ic9. worthe, xlo. may,_ IH. wretched, nowethynke, xsa. sene.
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accident to the flesshly body; and so they may not have that
suretee in might, whiche wanteth in the substancial body. Why
there is no way to the knotte, [for him] that loketh aright after the

_49 hye way, as he shulde.

CHAPTER VIII.

ERILY it is proved that richesse, dignitY, and power ben not
trewe way to the knotte, but as rathe by suche thinges the

knotte to be unbounde; wherfore on these thinges I rede no
wight truste to gette any good knotte. But what shul we saye of

S renomb in the peoples mouthes? Shulde that ben any cause ?
What supposest thou in thyn herte ?'

' Certes,' quod I, ' yes, I trowe ; for your slye re.sons I dare not
safely it saye.'

'Than,' quod she, 'wol I preve that shrewes as rathe shul ben
_o in the knotte as the good ; and that were ayenst kynde.'

' Fayn,' quod I, ' wolde I that here ; me thinketh wonder how
renom_ shuld as wel knitte a shrewe as a good person; renomb
in every degree hath avaunced ; yet wist I never the contrarye.
Shulde than renom_ accorde with a shrewe ? It may not ginke in

5 my stomake til I here more.'
'Now,' quod she, 'have I not sayd alwayes, that shrewes shul

not have the knotte ?'

'What nedeth,' quod I, 'to reherse that any more? I wot wel
every wight, by kyndely reson, shrewes in knitting wol eschewe.'

20 ' Than,' quod she, ' the good ought thilke knotte to have.'
' How els ?' quod I.
' It were greet harm,' quod she, 'that the good were weyved

and put out of espoire of the knotte, if he it desyred.'
'O,' quod I, 'alas! On suche thing to thinke, I wene that

2s heven wepeth to see suche wronges here ben suffred on erthe; the
good ought it to have, and no wight els.'

'The goodnesse,' quod she, 'of a person may not ben knowe
outforth but by renom_ of the knowers; wherfore he must be
renomed of goodnesse, to come to the knot.'

3o ' So must it be,' quod I, 'or els al lost that we carpea.'

x47. suretie. I48. waye. Su_ly forhim. 49. waye.
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' Sothly,' quod she, ' that were greet harm, but-if a good man
might have his desyres in service of thilke knot, and a shrewe to
be tweyved, and they ben not knowen in general but by lacking
and praysing, and in renom_; and so by the consequence it
foloweth, a shrewe to ben praysed and knit ; and a good to be 3s
forsake and unknit.'

' Ah,' quod I tho, ' have ye, lady, ben here abouten ; yet wolde
I see, by grace of our argumentes better declared, how good and
bad do acorden by lacking and praysing ; me thinketh it ayenst
kynde.' 4o

'Nay,' quod she, 'and that shalt thou see as yerne; thee
elementes han contrarious qualitees in kynde, by whiche they
mowe not acorde no more than good and badde ; and in [some]
qualitees they acorde, so that contraries by qualit_ acorden by
qualitY. Is not erthe'drye ; and water, that is next and bitwene 4s
th'erthe, is wete ? Drye and wete ben contrarie, and mowen not
acorde, and yet this discordaunce is bounde to acorde by cloudes ;
for bothe elementes ben colde. Right so the eyre, that is next
the water, is wete; and eke it is hot. This eyre by his here con-
trarieth water that is cold ; but thilke contrarioust_ is oned tby so
moysture; for bothe be they moyst. Also the fyr, that is next
the teyre and it encloseth al about, is drye, wherthrough it
contrarieth teyre, that is wete; and in hete they acorde; for
bothe they ben hote. Thus by these acordaunces dis¢ordantes
ben joyned, and in a manet of acordaunce they acorden by SS
conneccion, that is, knitting togither; of that accorde cometh
a maner of melodye that is right noble. Right so good and bad
arn contrarie in doinges, by lacking and praysing ; good is bothe
lacked and praysed of some; and badde is bothe lacked and
praysed of some; wheffore their contrarioustee acorde bothe by 6o
lacking and praysing. Than foloweth it, though good be never
so mokel praysed, [it] oweth more to ben knit than the badde ;
or els bad, for the renom_ that he hath, must be taken as wel as
the good ; and that oweth not.'

'No, forsothe,' quod I. 6s
'Wel,'quod she,tthanisrenom_no way to theknot. Lo,

foole,'quod she,'howclerkeswrytenofsucheglorieofrenom_:--
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"O glorie, glorie, thou art non other thing to thousandes of folke
but a greet sweller of eeres !" Many oon hath had ful greet renom_

7o by false opinion of variaunt people. And what is fouler than
folk wrongfully to ben praysed, or by malice of the people giltlesse
lacked ? Nedes shame foloweth therof to hem that with wrong
prayseth, and also to the desertes praysed ; and vilanye and
reproof of him that disdaundreth.

7s Good child (quod she) what echeth suche renom_ to the
conscience of a wyse man, that loketh and mesureth his good-
nesse, not by slevelesse wordes of the peopl_ but by sothfastnesse
of conscience ? By god, nothing. And if it be fayr, a roans name
be eched by moche folkes praysing, and fouler thing that mo folk

80 not praysen ? I sayd to thee a litel here-beforrb that no folk in
straunge countreyes nought praysen ; suche renomt may not
comen to their eeres, bycause of unknowing and other obstacles,
as I sayde : wherfore more folk not praysen, and that is right foul
to him that renomt desyreth, to wete, lesse folk praisen than

85renomt enhaunce. I trowe, the thank of a people is naught
worth in remembraunce to take; ne it procedeth of no wyse
jugement ; never is it stedfast pardurable. It is veyne and tieing ;
with winde wasteth and encreseth. Trewly, suche glorie ought to
be hated. If gentillesse be a cleer thing, renomt and glorie to

90enhaunce, as in reckening of thy linage, than is gentilesse of thy
kinne; for-why it semeth that gentilesse of thy kinne is but
praysing and renom_ that come of thyne auncestres desertes:
and if so be that praysing and renomt of their desertes make
their clere gentillesse, than mote they nedes ben gentil for their

9s gentil dedes, and not thou ; for of thy-selfe cometh not such
manet gentilesse, praysinge of thy desertes. Than gentillesse of
thyne auncesterg that forayne is to thee, maketh thee not gentil,
but ungentil and reproved, and-if thou continuest not their
gentilesse. And theffore a wyse man ones sayde : "Better is it

zoo thy kinne to ben by thee gentyled, than thou to glorifye of thy
kinnes gentilesse, and hast no desert therof thy-selfe."

How passinge is the beautee of tiesshly bodyes, more flittinge
than movable tioures of sommer ! And if thyne eyeh weren as good
as the lynx, that may seen thorow many stone walles, bothe fayre
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and foule, in their entrayles, of no maner hewe shulde apere to 1o5
thy sight ; that were a foule sight. Than is fayrnesse by feblesse
of eyen, but of no kynde ; wherfore thilke shulde be no way to
the knot ; whan thilke is went, the knotte wendeth after. Lo,
now, at al proves, none of al these thinges mowe parfitly ben in
understanding, to ben way to the during blisse of the knotte, xlo
But now, to conclusion of these maters, herkeneth these wordes.
Very sommer is knowe from the winter : in shorter cours draweth
the dayes of Decembre than in the moneth of June ; the springes
of Maye faden and tfalowen in Octobre. These thinges ben not
unbounden from their olde kynde ; they have not lost her werke x_5
of their propre estat. Men, of voluntarious wil, withsitte that
hevens governeth. Other thinges suffren thinges paciently to
werche ; man, in what estat he be, yet wolde he ben chaungecL
Thus by queynt thinges blisse is desyred ; and the fruit that
cometh of these springes his but anguis and hitter ; although it _2a
be a whyle swete, it may not be with-holde ; hastely they departe;
thus al-day fayleth thinges that fooles wende. Right thus hast
thou fayled in thy first wening. He that thinketh to sayle, and
drawe after the course of the sterre de_Ooloantartico, shal he never
come northward to the contrarye sterre of/olus articus ; of whiche 125
thinges if thou take kepe, thy first out-waye-going "prison" and
"exile" may be cleped. The ground falsed undemeth, and so
hast thou f_yled. No wight, I wene, blameth him that stinteth
in misgoing, and seeheth redy way of his blisse. Now me
thinketh (quod she) that it suffyseth in my shewing ; the wayes ,3o
by dignet_, riehesse, renomh, and power, if thou loke clerely, arn
no wayes to the knotte.'

CHAPTER IX.

' ]_VERY argument, lady,' quod I tho, 'that ye han maked in
LG these fore-nempned maters: me thinketh hem in my ful

witte conceyved ; shal I no more, if god wil, in the contrarye be
begyled. But fayn wolde I, and it were your wil. blisse of the
knotte to me were declared. I might fele the better how my 5
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herte might assente, to pursue the ende in service, as he hath
begonne.'

'0,' quod she, 'there is a melodye in heven, whiche clerkes
clepen "armony "; but that is not in brekinge of voice, but it is

io a maner swete thing of kyndely werching, that causeth joye[s]
out of nombre to recken, and that is joyned by re.son and by
wysdome in a quantit_ of proporcion of knitting. God made al
thing in reson and in witte of proporcion of melody, we mowe not
suffyse to shewe. It is written by grete clerkes and wyse, that,

J._in erthly thinges, lightly by studye and by travayle the knowinge
may be getten ; but of suche hevenly melody, mokel travayle wol
bringe out in knowing right litel. Swetenesse of this paradyse
hath you ravisshed; it semeth ye slepten, rested from al other
diseses; so kyndely is your herte therein y-grounded.. Blisse of

ao two hertes, in ful love knitte, may not aright ben imagined ; ever
is their contemplacion, in ful of thoughty studye to plesaunce,
mater in bringinge comfort everiche to other. And therfore, of
erthly thinges, mokel mater lightly cometh in your lerning.
Knowledge of understonding, that is nigh after eye, but not so

a5 nigh the covetyse of knittinge in your hertes. More soverain
desyr hath every wight in litel heringe of hevenly conninge than
of mokel material purposes in erthe. Right so it is in propertee
of my servauntes, that they ben more affiched in steringe of litel
thinge in his desyr than of mokel other mater lasse in his

so conscience. This blisse is a manet of sowne delicious in

a queynte voice touched, and no dinne of notes; there is non
impression of breking labour. I can it not otherwyse nempne,
for wantinge of privy wordes, but paradyse terrestre ful of delicious
melody, withouten travayle in sown, perpetual service in ful joye

$5 coveyted to endure. Only kynde maketh hertes in understonding
so to slepe, that otherwyse may it nat be nempned, ne in other
maner names for lyking swetnesse can I nat it declare ; al sugre
and hony, al minstralsy and melody ben but soot and galle in
comparison, by no manet proporcion to reken, in respect of this

4o blisful joye. This axrnony, this melody, this perdurable joye may
nat be in doinge but betwene hevens and elementes, or twey
kyndly hertes ful knit in trouth of naturel understonding, withouten
weninge and disceit; as hevens and planettes, whiche thinges
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continually, for kyndly accordaunces, foryeteth al contrarious
mevinges, that in-to passive diseses may sowne ; evermore it 4s
thirsteth after more werking. These thinges in proporcion be
so wel joyned, that it undoth al thing whiche in-to badnesse by any
way may be accompted.'

'Certes,' quod I, 'this is a thing precious and noble. Alas!
that falsnesse ever, or wantrust shulde ever be maynteyned, this 50
joye to voyde. ALasI that ever any wrecche shulde, thorow wrath
or envy, janglinge dare make, to shove this melody so farre
a-backe, that openly dar it nat ben used; trewly, wrecches ben
fulfilled with envy and wrathe, and no wight els. Flebring
and tales in suche wrecches dare appere openly in every wightes 55
eere, with ful mouth so charged, [with] mokel malice moved
many innocentes to shende ; god wolde their soule therwith were
strangled! Lo! trouth in this blisse is hid, and over-al under
covert him hydeth ; he dar not come a-place, for waytinge of
shrewes. Commenly, badnesse goodnesse amaistreth ; with my- 60
selfe and my soule this joye wolde I bye, if the goodnesse were
as moche as the nobley in melody.'

'O,' quod she, 'what goodnesse may be acompted more in
this material worlde ? Truly, non ; that shalt thou understonde.
Is nat every thing good that is contrariant and distroying yvel ?' 65

' How els ? ' quod L
'Envy, wrathe, and falsnesse ben general,' quod she; 'and

that wot every man being in his right mynde ; the knotte, the
whiche we have in this blisse, is contrariaunt and distroyeth such
maner yvels. Ergo, it is good. What hath caused any wight 7o
to don any good dede ? Fynd me any good, but-if this knotte
be the cheef cause. Nedes mot it be good, that causeth so
many good dedes. Every cause is more and worthier than thing
caused; and in that mores possession al thinges lesse ben
compted. As the king is more than his people, and hath in 75
possession al his r_alme after, right so the knot is more than
al other goodes; thou might recken al thinges lasse; and that
to him longeth, oweth in-to his mores cause of worship and of
wil *to turne; it is els rebel and out of his mores defending to
voyde. Right so of every goodnesse; in-to the knotte and 80
in-to the cause of his worship [it] oweth to tourne. And trewly,
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every thing that hath being profitably is good, but nothing hath
to ben more profitably than this knot ; kinges it mayntayneth,
and hem, their powers to mayntayne. It maketh misse to ben

85amended with good governaunce in doing. It closeth hertes
so togider, that rancour is out-thresten. Who that it lengest
kepeth, leugest is glad[died.'

' I trowe,' quod I, ' heretykes and misse-meniug people hence-
forward wol maintayne this knotte ; for therthorough shul they

9o ben maintayned, and utterly wol turne and leve their olde yvel
understanding, and knitte this goodnesse, and profer so ferre
in service, that name of servauntes might they have. Their

jangles shal cese ; me thinketh hem laeketh mater now to alege.'
'Certes,' quod Love, ' if they, of good wil thus turned, as thou

95 sayst, wolen trewly perfourme, yet shul they be abled party
of this blisse to have; and they wol not, yet shul my servauntes
the werre wel susteyne in myn belpe of maintenaunce to the ende.
And they, for their good travayle, shuUen in reward so ben meded,
that endelesse joye body and soule Sto-gider in this shullen

ioo abyden. There is ever accion of blisse withouten possible
corrupcion; there is accion perpetuel in werke without travayle ;
there is everlasting passife, withouten any of labour ; continuel
plyte, without cesinge coveyted to endure. No tonge may telle,
ne herte may thinke the leest point of this blisse.'

_os ' God bring me thider!' quod I than.
' Continueth wel,' quod she, ' to the ende, _d thou might not

fayle than ; for though thou spede not here, yet shal the passion
of thy martred lyfe ben written, and rad toforn the grete Jupiter,
that god is of routhe, an high in the holownesse of heven, there

_o he sit in his trone ; and ever thou shalt forward ben holden
amonge al these hevins for a knight, that mightest with no
penaunce ben discomfitecL He is a very martyr that, liviugly
goinge, is gnawen to the bones.'

'Certes,' quod I, 'these ben good wordes of comfort ; a litel
1_5myne herte is rejoyced in a mery wyse.'

'Ye,' qund she; 'and he that is in heven felith more joye,
than whan he firste herde therof speke.'

'So it is,' quod I; 'but wist I the sothe, that after disese
comfort wolde folowe with blisse, so as ye have often declared,

88. meanynge. 89. forwarde. 9o. leaue. 93- ¢_me. howe.
99- togyther. _roo-.x. action _,to._e). xo3. _uyhge. teL xo4.. hcrt.-
zoS. radde tofome, great. I10. Bytt¢. forWgl_. II_. Colnfort#.,.

sxS. diseasecomforte.
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I wolde wel suffre this passion with the better chere. But my x2o
thoughtful sorowe is endelesse, to thini_e how I am cast out
of a welfare ; and yet dayneth not this yvel non herte, non hede,
to meward throwe: which thi,ges wolde greetly me by wayes
of comfort disporte, to weten in my-selfe a litel with other me[hi
ben y-moved ; and my sorowes peysen not in her balaunce the x35
weyght of a peese. Slinges of her daunger so hevily peysen,
they drawe my causes so hye, that in her eyen they semen but
light and right litel.'

'O! for,' quod she, 'heven with skyes that foule cloudes
maken and darke Tweders, with gret tempestes and huge, _3o
maketh the mery dayes with softe shyning sonnes. Also the
yere with-draweth floures and beautee of herbes and of erth;
the same _yere maketh spfinges and jolit_ in Vere so to renovel
with peinted coloures, that erthe semeth as gay as heven. Sees
that blasteth and with wawes throweth shippes, of whiche the _SS
living creatures for greet peril for hem &eden ; fight so, the
same sees maketh smothe waters and golden sayling, and com-
forteth hem with noble haven that firste were so ferde. Hast

thou not (quod she) lerned in thy youth, that Jupiter hath in
his warderobe bothe garmentes of joye and of sorowe? What x4o
wost thou how soone he wol tume of the garment of care,
and clothe thee in blisse ? Pardb, it is not ferre fro thee. Lo,

an olde proverbe aleged by many wyse :--" Whan bale is greetest,
than is bote a nye-bore." Wherof wilt thou dismaye ? Hope
wel and serve wd ; and that shal thee save, with thy good bileve.' _4s

'Ye, ye,' quod I ; 'yet see I not by reson how this bUsse
is coming ; I wot it is contingent ; it may falle on other.'

'O,' quod she, 'I have mokel to done to clere thyne under-
standing, and voyde these errours out of tiny mynde. I wol
prove it by reson, thy wo may not alway enduren. Every thing xSo
kyndely (quod she) is governed and ruled by the hevenly bodyes,
whiche haven ful werchinge here on erthe; and after course
of these bodyes, al course of your doinges here ben governed
and ruled by kynde.

Thou wost wel, by cours of planettes al your dayes proceden; _ss
and to everich of singuler houres be enterchaunged stondmele

xa'l. howe. xa2. _tone _twice). Ia3. mewarde, greatly.
ta4. comforte, me; readmen? x3o. wethers; re.adwederL x3a. beautie.
13.3. yeres; readyere. 1,36. great. 141. howe. s4a. the.
14,-3.greatest. 144. wylte. 14,5. the. 146. se. reason howe.
147. wore. rid. 15o. reason.

**Q O• O e



8z I. THE TESTAMENT OF LOVE.

about, by submitted worching naturally to suffre; of whiche
changes cometh these transitory tymes that maketh revolving of
your yeres thus stondmele; every hath ful might of worchinge,

i5o til al seven hart had her course about. Of which worchinges and
possession of houres the dayes of the weke have take her names,

after denominacion in these seven planettes. Lo, your Sonday

girmeth at the first hour after noon on the Saturday, in whiche
hour is than the Sonne in ful might of worching ; of whom Son-

_65 day taketh his name. Next him foloweth Venus, and after
Mercurius, and than the Moone; so than Saturnus, after whom
Jovis ; and than Mars ; and ayen than the Sonne ; and so forth

tby .xxiiii. houres togider ; in whiche hour ginning in the seconde
day stant the Moone, as maister for that tyme to rule ; of whom

x7o Monday taketh his name ; and this course foloweth of al other

dayes generally in doing. This course of nature of these bodyes

chaunging stinten at a certain terme, limitted by their first kynde ;
and of hem al governementes in this elemented worlde proceden,
as in springes, constellacions, engendrures, and al that folowen

175 kynde and reson; wheffore [in] the course that foloweth, sorowe
and joy kyndely moten entrechangen their tymes; so that
alway oon wele, as alway oon wo, may not endure. Thus seest

thou appertly, thy sorowe in-to wele mot ben chaunged ; wherfore
in suche case to better syde evermore enclyne thou shuldest.

_8o Trewly, next the ende of sorowe anon entreth joy; by maner

of necessit_ it wol ne may non other betyde ; and so thy conti[n]-
gence is disproved ; if thou holde this opinion any more, thy
wit is right leude. Wherfore, in ful conclusion of al this, thilke
Margaryte thou desyrest hath ben to thee dere in thy herte, and

185 for her hast thou suffred many thoughtful diseses; herafter shal

[she] be cause of mokel mirth and joye ; and loke how glad canst
thou ben, and cese al thy passed hevinesse with manifolde

joyes. And than wol I as blythly here thee spoken thy mirthes
in joye, as I now have y-herd thy sorowes and thy complayntes.

xgo And if I mowe in aught thy joye encrese, by my trouthe, on
my syde shal nat be leved for no manet traveyle, that I with

al my mightes right blythly wol helpe, and evdr ben redy you
bothe to plese.' And than thanked I that lady with al goodly

I6a. denomination. _68. be; ./br by. 169. stante. 17a. certayne.
x75..vup_v in. on (.for oon ; t_t_e). 178. mote. x8z. conty-
gence. I84. the.j77" 185. diseases. 186..._u_lyshe. howe. camste.
187. cease, z8g the. x89. ioy. howe. yherd¢. I9o. ¢acrcaze.
z91. leaue_L
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maner that I worthily coude ; and trewly I was greetly rejoysed

in myne herte of her fayre behestes; and profered me to be 19_
slawe, in al that she me wolde ordeyne, while my lyf lested.

CHAPTER X.

' ]_/T E thinketh,' quod I,. 'that ye have right wel declared,
1¥1 that way to the knot shuld not ben in none of these

disprovinge thinges; and now, order of our purpos this asketh,

that ye shulde me shewe if any way be _thider, and whiehe
thilke way shulde ben ; so that openly may be seye the retry ._
hye way in ful confusioun of these other thinges.'

' Thou shalt,' quod she, ' understande that [of] one of three
lyres (as I first sayd) every creature of mankynde is sprongen,
and so forth procedeth. These lyves ben thorow names departed

in three maner of kyndes, as bestiallicbe, manliche, and resona- lo
bliche; of whiche two ben used by flesshely body, and the thirde

by his soule. "Bestial" among resonables is forboden in every
lawe and every secte, bothe in Cristen and other; for every
wight dtspyseth hem that liveth by lustes and delytes, as him
that is thral and bounden servaunt to thinges right foule ; suche i
ben compted werse than men ; he shal nat in their degree ben

rekened, ne for suche one alowed. Heritykes, sayn they, chosen
lyf bestial, that voluptuously liven; so that (as I first sayde to
thee) in manly and resonable l ivinges our mater was to declare ;

but [by] "manly" lyre, in living after flesshe, or els flesshly wayes 2o
to these, may nat blisse in this knotte be cohquered, as by reson

it is proved. Wherfore by "resonable" lyre he must nedes it
have, sithe a way is to this knotte, but nat by the firste tway lyres ;
wherfore nodes mot it ben to the thirde ; and for to live in flesshe,

but nat after flessh, is more resonablich than manliche rekened 2._
by clerkes. Therfore how this way ¢ometh in, _[ wol it blythely
declare.

See now (quod she) that these bodily goodes of manliche
livinges yelden tsorowfulle stoundes and smertande houres. Who-

so Swol remembre him to their endes, in their worchinges they 3°

x94. worthely, greatly. _ 195. heft. 196. lyre.

c,. x. 3.no e.7. lsup_/yof. 7-zo. 9" thoro_re. 13. christen, z 7. sayne.
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ben thoughtful arid sorie. Right as a bee that hath had his hony,

anon at his flight beginneth to stinge; so thilke bodily goodes at
the laste mote awaye, and than sfinge they at her goinge, wher-
through entreth and clene voydeth al blisse of this knot.'

35 'Forsothe,' quod I, 'me thinketh I am wel served, in shewing
of these wordes. Although I hadde litel in respect among other
grete and worthy, yet had I a fair parcel, as me thought, for the
tyme, in forthering of my sustenaunce ; whiche while it dured,
I thought me havinge mokel hony to myne estat. I had richesse

4o suffisauntly to weyve nede ; I had dignit_ to be reverenced in

worship. Power me thought that I had to kepe fro myne enemyes,
and me seined to shyne in glorie of renom_ as manhood asketh

in mene ; for no wight in myne admin/stracion coude non yvels
ne trechery by sothe cause on me putte. Lady, your-selve

4s weten wel, that of tho confederacies maked by my soverains
I nas but a servaunt, and yet mokel mene folk wol fully ayenst

reson thiike maters maynteyne, in whiche mayntenaunce [they]
glorien them-selfe ; and, as often ye haven sayd, therof ought
nothing in yvel to he layd to me-wardes, sithen as repentaunt

to I am tourned, and no more I thinke, neither tho thinges ne
none suche other to sustene, but utterly distroye, without med-
linge nmner, in al my mightes. How am I now cast out of al

swetnesse of blisse, and mischevously [is] stongen my passed
joy ! Soroufully muste I bewayle, and live as a wrecche..

55 Every of tho joyes is tourned in-to his contrary. For richesse,
now have I povert_ ; for dignitY, now am I emprisoned ; in
stede of power, wrecchednesse I suffre ; and for glorie of renom_,
I am now dispysed and foulich hated. Thus hath farn Fortune,

that sodaynly am I overthrowen, and out of al welth dispoyled.
6o Trewly, me thinketh this way in entree is right hard ; god graunt

me better grace er it be al passed; the other way, lady, me
thought right swete.'

'Now, certes,' quod Love, 'me list for to chyde. What ayleth
thy clarke dulnesse? Wol it nat in clerenesse ben sharped ?

65 Have I nat by many resons to thee shewed, suche bodily goodes
faylen to yeve blisse, their might so ferforth wdl nat strecche?

3 L hadde. 5a. anone. 56. respecte amoage. 57- great, faire.
Jg" ¢stat¢, 4_1. mnnhode. 43, meane. -tion. 46. Tncane folke.
47- reason. 2"n_,q_, they. 48. sayde. 49- nothynge, hyde.
5a. Howe. howe caste.. 53. ,_u_,_/,v is. 54- wr_cb__. 56. howe
(thrice). ,_7. wretcl2ednesse. 58. howe. 6o. entre, harde.
61. ladye. 63. Nowe. 65. reasons, the. 66. feHorthe, stretche.
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Shame (quod she) it is to say, thou lyest in thy wordes. Thou
ne hast wist but fight fewe that these bodily go, des had _1atones;
commenly they dwellen nat togider. He that plenth hath in fiches,
of his kinne is ashamed ; another of linage right noble and wel 70
knowe, but povert him handleth; he were lever unknowe.
Another hath these, but renom_ of peoples praysing may he nat
have; overal he is hated and defamed of thinges right foule.
Another is fair and semely, but dignit_ him fayleth ; and he that
hath dignith is croked or lame, or els misshapen and foully dis- 7S
pysed. Thus partable these goodes dweUen commenly; in one
houshold ben they but slide. Lo ! how wretched is your truste
on thing that wol nat accorde ! Me thinketh, thou clepest thilke
plyte thou were in "selinesse of fortune"; and thou sayest, for
that the selinesse is departed, thou art a wrecch. Than foloweth so
this upon thy wordes ; every soule resonable of man may nat dye ;
and if deth endeth selinesse and maketh wrecches, as nedes of
fortune maketh it an ende. Than soules, after deth of the body,
in wrecchednesse shulde liven. But we knowe many that han
geten the blisse of heven after their deth. How than may this 8s
lyf make.n men blisful, that whan it passeth it yeveth no wrecched-
hesse, and many tymes blisse, if in this lyfe he con live as he
shulde ? And wolt thou acompt with Fortune, that now at Et]he
first she hath don thee tene and sorowe ? If thou loke to the

maner ofalgladthingesand sorouful,thoumaystnatnayit,that9°

yet,and namelynow, thoustandestin nobleplyteina good
ginning,withgoodforth-goingherafter.And ifthouwene tobe
a wrecch,forsuchwelthispassed,why thanartthounatwel
fortunate,forbaddethingesandanguiswrecchednessebenpassed?
Artthounow come firstin-tothehostryofthislyfe,or elsthe9._

both of thisworlde? Art thou now a sodayngestin-tothis
wrccchedexile? We.nesttherebeanythinginthiserthestable?

Isnatthyfirstarestpassed,thatbroughttheeinmortalsorowe?
Ben thesenatmortalthingcsagonwithignoranceof beestialwit,
and hastreceyvedresoninknowingofvertue? What comfortis_oo

inthyhertc,theknowingesikerlyinmy service[to]begrounded?
And wostthounatwel,as I said,thatdethmakethendeofal

74. faire. 75. fouly._r 77. sylde, howereetched(I). 8o. artea
wretch. 82. dethe, wR.tches. 83. dethe, 84--6.wretchedness:.
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fortune ? What than ? Standest thou in noble plyte, litel hede

or recking to take, if thou let fortune passe dy[i]ng, or els that
_o$ she fly whan her list, now by thy lyre? Pard),, a man hath

nothing so leer as his lyf; and for to holde that, he doth al his
cure and diligent traveyle. Than, say I, thou art blisful and

fortunat sely, if thou knowe thy goodes that thou hast yet
tbeleved, whiche nothing may doute that they ne ben more worthy

ilo than thy lyf?'
' What is that ? ' quod I.
' Good contemplacion,' quod she, ' of wel-doing in vertue in tyme

coming, bothe in plesaunce of me and of thy Margarit-peerle.
Hastely thyn herr in ful blisse with her shal be esed. Therfore dis-

it5 may thee nat; Fortune, in hate grevously ayenst thy bodily person,

ne yet to gret tempest hath she nat sent to thee, sithen the holding
cables and ankers of thy lyfe holder by knitting so faste, that
thou discomforte thee nought of tyme that is now, ne dispayre
thee not of tyme to come, but yeven thee comfort in hope of

_2o weldoing, and of getting agayn the double of thy lesing, with
encresing love of thy Margarite-perle therto[ For this, hideno,

thou hast had al her ful daunger ; and so thou might amende al
that is misse and al defautes that somtyme thou diddest ; and

that now, in al thy tyme, to that ilke Margaryte in ful service of
_25 my lore thyne herte hath continued; wherfore she ought moche

the rather enclyne fro her daungerous sete. These thinges ben

yet knit by the holding anker in thy lyve, and holden mote they ;
to god I pray, al these thinges at ful ben perfourmed. For whyle
this anker holdeth, I hope thou shait safely escape ; and [in a]

J3o whyle thy trewe-mening service aboute bringe, in dispyte of al
false meners that thee of-newe hater ; for [inJ this trewe service
thou art now entred.'

' Certayn,' quod I, ' among thinges I asked a question, whiche
was the way to the knot. Trewly, lady, how-so it be I tempt you

35 with questions and answers, in speking of my first service, I am

now in ful purpos in the pricke of the herte, that thilke service
was an enprisonment, and alway bad and naughty , in no maner

to be desyred; ne that, in getting of the knot, may it nothing
aveyle. A wyse gentil herte loketh after venue, and none other

to4. rcekyng, dyng (s/c). to6. lefe.lyfe. Io9. beloued; rtad beleued.
rtOt.h_, fill. contemplation. 114. _ti_'d, 115-- 9. the (fltTetirats).
Itt 9- comforte. 1 ao. agayne, encreasynge. I _9- shalte. Supply in a.

,3o. meanyng, z3x. meaners, the. Supj_ly in. j3 _. arte now_
133. Certayn begins _oi/h a largt ca2MtalC, on .t_L 306, verso, amonge.
134- howe. 136. howe. purpoJe. I36- 9. herr.
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bodily joyes alone. And bycause toforn this in tho wayes I was 14o
set, I wot wel my-selfe I have erred, and of the blisse fayled ; and

so out of my way hugely have I ronne.'
'Certes,' quod she, 'that is sothe; and there thou hast mis-

went, eschewe the path from hens-forward, I rede. Wonder

I trewly why the mortal folk of this worlde seche these ways out- 145

forth ; and it is preyed in your-selfe. Lo, how ye ben confounded
with errour and folly ! The knowing of very cause and way is
goodnesse and venue. Is there any thing to thee more precious
than thy-selfe ? Thou shalt have in thy power that thou woldest

never lese, and that in no way may be taken fro thee ; and thilke 15o
thing is that is cause of this knot. And if deth mowe it; nat reve

more than an erthly creature, thilke thing than abydeth with thy-
selfe soule. And so, our conclusion to make, suche a knot, thus

getten, abydeth with this thinge and with the soule, as long as
they laste. A soule dyeth never ; vertu and goodnesse evermore x._._
with the soule endureth; and this knot is parfit blisse. Than
this soule in this blisse endlesse shal enduren. Thus shul hertes

of a trewe knot ben esed : thus shul their soules ben plesed : thus

perpetually in joye shul they singe.'
' In good trouth,' quod I, ' here is a good beginning ; yeve us 16o

more of this way.'

Quod she, ' I said to thee nat longe sithen, that resonable lyf
was oon of three thinges ; and it was proved to the soule.

CHAPTER XI.

VERY soule of reson hath two thinges of stering lyf_ oon in"vertue, and another in the bodily workinge ; and whan the
soule is the maister over the body, than is a man maister of him-

selfe. And a man, to be a maister over him-selfe, liveth in vertu and

in goodnesse, and as resort of vet:rue techeth. So the soule and the 5
body, worching vertue togider, liven resonable lyf, whiche clerkes

elepen "-felicitb in living" ; and therein is the hye way to this knot.

These olde philosophers, that hadden no knowing of divine grace,

of kyndly reson alone, wenden that of pure nature, withouten any

140. tofome. 141. t,e_. wot.e, i42. ton. I44. pathe..forwatde.
145. folke. 146. howe. * 148. thynge, the. 15o. the. 151. dethe.
15a. thyage. 155. lut. 156. partite. I58. eased, pleased.
16a. th,- lyfe. 165. one. thre.

Cn. XI. i. _ery (with small 6). reason, lyre. one. 6. lyfe. 7. lyueng.
9- reason.



88 I. THE TESTAMENT OF LOVE.

_o helpe of grace, me might have y-shoned th'other livinges.
Resonably have I lived ; and for I thinke herafter, if god wol,
and I have space, thilke grace after my leude knowing declare,
I leve it as at this tyme. But, as I said, he that out-forth loketh
after the wayes of this knot, [his] conning with wlfiche he shulde

is knowe the way in-forth, slepeth for the tyme. Wherfore he that
wol this way knowe, must leve the loking after false wayes out-
forth, and open the eyen of his conscience, and unclose his herte.
Seest nat, he that hath trust in the bodily lyfe is so besy bodily
woundes to anointe, in keping from smert (for al-out may they nat

20 be heled), that of woundes in his true understanding he taketh no
hede; the knowing evenforth slepeth so harde : but anon, as in
knowing awake, than ginneth the prevy medicynes, for heling of
his trewe intent, inwardes lightly _helen conscience, if it be wel
handled. Than must nedes these wayes come out of the soule

25 by stering lyre of the body ; and els may no man come to parfit
blisse of this knotte. And thus, by this waye, he shal come to the
knotte, and to the parfit selinesse that he wende have had in
bodily goodes outforth.'

'¥e,' quod I, ' shal he have both knot, riches, power, dignitY,
3oand renom_ in this maner way ?'

'¥e,' quod she, 'that shal I shewe thee. Is he nat fiche that

hath suffisaunce, and hath the power that no man may amaistrien?
Is nat greet dignit_ to have worship and reverence ? And hath
he nat glorie of renom_, whos name perpetual is during, and out

3_ of hombre in comparacion ? '

'These be thinges that men wenen to getten outforth,' quod I.
' Ye_' quod she ; ' they that loken after a thing that nought is

therof, in al ne in partie, longe mowe they gapen after l'
'That is sothe,' quod I.

4o ' Therfore,' quod she, ' they that sechen gold in grene trees, and
wene to guder precious stones among vynes, and layn her nettes
in mountains to fisshe, and thinken to hunte in depe sees after
hart and hynd, and sechen in erth thilke thinges that surmounteth
heven, what may I of hem say, but folissbe ignoraunce misledeth

4S wandring wrecches by uncouth wayes that shulden be forleten,
and maketh hem blynde fro the right pathe of trewe way that

xo. thotherlyuenges. 13. leaue, z4. I_'u,p2ff.yIda. z6. leaue.
!9. anoynt. 20. healed, a2. healyng, a& healeth; r_adheleL
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shulde ben .used? Therfore, in general, errour in mankynde
departeth thilke goodes by mis-seching, whiche he shulde have
hole, and he sought by re.son. Thus goth he begNled of that he
sought ; in his hode men have blowe a jape.' 5o

' Now,' quod I, 'if a man be vertuous, and al in vertue liveth,
how hath he al these thinges ?'

'That shal I proven,' quod she. ' What power hath any man
to lette another of living in vertue ? For prisonment, or any
other disese, [if] he take it paciently, discomfiteth he nat; the ,_5
tyrant over his soule no power may have. Than hath that man,
so tourmented, suche power, that he nil be discomfit; ne over-
come may he nat ben, sithen pacience in his soule overcometh,
and Tis nat overcomen. Suche thing that may nat be a-maistred,
he hath nede to nothing ; for he hath suffisaunce y-now, to helpe 6o
him-selfe. And thilke thing that thus hath power and suffisance,
and no tyrant may it reve, and hath dignit_ to sette at nought al
thinges, here it is a greet dignitY,that deth may a-maistry. Wher-
fore thilke power [with] suftisaunce, so enclosed with dignitY, by
al reson renom_ must have. This is thilke riches with suffisaunce 65

ye sholde loke after ; this is thilke worshipful dignit_ ye shulde
coveyte; this is thilke power of might, in whiche ye shulde truste;
this is the ilke renom_ of glorie that endlesse endureth ; and al
his but substaunce in vertuous lyving.'

' Certes,' quod I, ' al this is sothe ; and so I see wel that vertue 7o
with ful gripe encloseth al these thinges. Wherfore in sothe
I may saye, by my trouth, venue of my Margarite brought me
first in-to your service, to have knitting with that jewel, nat sodain
longinges ne folkes snude wordes, but only our conversacion
togider; and than I, seinge th'entent of her trewe mening with 75
florisshing vertue of paeience, that she used nothing in yvel, to
quyte the wicked lesinges that false tonges ofte in her have laid,
I have seye it my-selfe, goodly foryevenesse hath spronge out of
her herte. Unit_ and accord, above al other thinges, she
desyreth in a good meke manet; and suffereth many wicked 8o
tales.

Trewly, lady, to you it were a gret worship, that suche thinges
by due ehastisment were amended.'

48. mysse. 49. reason._ 51. Nowe. 53. howe. 54- let. lyueng.
55- ar-cu/_lY if. 56. maye. 59. as; re.adis. 6o. Fnowe. 63. great.
'64. l.ru_/.w with, 67. coueyt. 69. lyueng. 7o. se. 74. or,ely.
conversation. 75. thentent. 76. nothynge. 77. lea_y_es, layde.
78. sey. 79- heft. accorde. 8_. Ts_vly (witk large capital T).
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' Ye,' quod she, ' I have thee excused ; al suche thinges as yet
85 mowe nat be redressed ; thy Margarites vertue I commende wel

the more, that paciently suche anoyes suffreth. David king was

rneke, and suffred mokel hate and many yvel speches ; no despyt
ne shame that his enemys him deden might nat move pacience

out of his herte, but ever in one plyte mercy he used. Wherfore
9o god him-selfe took reward to the thinges; and theron suche

punisshment let falle. Trewly, by reson, it ought be ensample of
drede to al maner peoples mirth. A man vengeable in wrath no
governance in punisshment ought to have. Plato had a cause his

servant to j'scourge, and yet cleped he his neibour to performe the
95 doinge ; him-selfe wolde nat, lest wrath had him a-maistred ; and

so might he have layd on to moche : evermore grounded vertue
sheweth th' entent fro within. And trewly, I wot wel, for her good-
nesse and vertue, thou hast desyred my service to her plesance
wel the more ; and thy-selfe therto fully hast profered.'

loo ' Good lady,' quod I, ' is vertue the hye way to this knot that
long we have y-handled ?'

'Ye, forsoth,' quod she, 'and without vertue, goodly this knot
may nat be goten.'

' Ah ! now I see,' quod I, ' how vertu in me fayleth ; and I, as
_o5 a seer tree, without burjoning or frute, alwaye welke; and

so I stonde in dispeyre of this noble knot; for vertue in me

hath no manet workinge. A! wyde-where aboute have I
traveyled ! '

'Pees,' quod she, ' of thy first way; thy traveyle is in ydel;
1_o and, as touchinge the seconde way, I see wel thy meninge. Thou

woldest conclude me, if thou coudest, bycause I brought thee
to service; and every of my servantes I helpe to come to this

blisse, as I sayd here-beforn. And thou saydest thy-selfe, thou
mightest nat be holpen as thou wenest, bycause that vertue in

as thee fayleth ; and this blisse parfitly without vertue may nat be
goten; thou wenest of these wordes contradiccion to folowe.
Pard_, at the hardest, I have no servant but he be vertuous in

dede and thought. I brought thee in my service, yet art thou
nat my servant ; but I say, thou might so werche in vertue her-

so after, that than shalt thou be my servant, and as for my servant

84. the. 87. dispite. 89. Werfor_ 9o. toke rewarde. 9z. faL
reason. 94- scoure(:) ; read scourge. 96. layde. 97- thentent, wotte.
99. haste, zoo. waye. xo4- nowe I se. howe. Io5. tre. lo9. Peace.
lao. se. mean3_g, lzx. the. Ira. one. H 3. beforne. Xl4. wenyst.
I_ 5. the. maye. xl6. contradiction. HS. the. arte.
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acompted. For habit maketh no monk; ne weringe of gUte
spurres maketh no knight. Never-the-later, in confort of thyne
hexte, yet wol I otherwyse answere.'

' Certes, lady,' quod I tho, 'so ye muste nedes ; or els I had

nigh caught suche a tcardiacle for sorowe, I wot it wel, I shulde _25

it never have recovered. And therfore now I praye [thee] to
enforme me in this ; or els I hoide me without recovery. I may
nat long endure til this lesson be lerned, and of this mischeef the
remedy knowen.'

' Now,' quod she, ' be nat wroth ; for there is no man on-lyre z3a

that may come to a precious thing longe coveited, but he somtyme
suffre teneful diseses : and wenest thy-seife to ben unliche to al
other? That may nat ben. And with the more sorowe that

a thing is getten, the more he hath joye the ilke thing afterwardes
to kepe; as it fareth by children in scole, that for lerninge am _35
beten, whan their lesson they foryetten. Commenly, after a good

disciplyning with a yerde, they kepe right wel doctrine of their
scole.'

CHAPTER XII.

IGHT with these wordes, on this lady I threw up myne eyen,
to see her countenaunce and her chere ; and she, aperceyv-

ing this fafltasye in myne herte, gan her semblaunt goodly on me
caste, and sayde in this wyse.

'It is wel knowe, bothe to reson and experience in doinge, 5
every active worcheth on his passive ; and whan they ben togider,
"active" and "passive" ben y-cleped by these philosophers. If

fyr be in place chafinge thing able to be chafed or hete[d], and
thilke thinges ben set in suche a distaunce that the oon may

werche, the other shal suffre. Thilke Margarite thou desyrest is _o
ful of vertue, and able to be active in goodnesse : but every herbe
sheweth his vertue outforth from within. The sonne yeveth light,
that thinges may be seye. Every fyr heteth thilke thing that it

tneigheth, and it be able to be hete[d]. Vertue of this Margarite

121. Imbyt_ moake. WemTnge. lzz. conforte. Iz5. nyghe.
cordiacle; re.adcardiac|e, wotte.. I_6. howe. Zsu_0lythee. x27. re-
couerye, lz$. mische_e, xSo. Howe. wxothe. 13x. maye.
152. diseases, wenyst, x33. maye. I5_ thynge. 135. schole.
arne. x36. beaten, x38. schole.

CH.XII. x. threwe. 2. re. $. Reason. 7. ycleaped. 8, lyre.
thyage, here; readheted. 9. lette, one. I_. outforthe. 13, sey.
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16outforth twercheth ; and nothing is more able to suffre worchiug,
or worke cacche of the actife, but passife of the same actife ; and
no passife, to vertues of this Margaryte, but thee, in al my Donet
can I fynde! So that her vertue muste nedes on thee werche ;
in what place ever thou be, within distaunce of her worthinesse,

2oas her very passife thou art closed. But venue may thee nothing
profyte, but thy desyr be perfourmed, and al thy sorowes cesed.
Ergo, through werchinge of her vertue thou shalt esely ben
holpen, and driven out of al care, and welcome to this longe by
thee desyred ]'

a6 ' Lady,' quod I, ' this is a good lesson in ginning of my joye ;
but wete ye wel forsothe, though I suppose she have moche
venue, I wolde my spousaile were proved, and than may I live
out of doute, and rejoice me greetly, in thinking of tho vertues
so shewed.'

30 ' I herde thee saye,' quod she, 'at my beginning, whan I receyved
thee firste for to serve, that thy jewel, thilke Margaryte thou
desyrest, was closed in a muskle with a blewe shel.'

' Ye, forsothe,' quod I ; ' so I sayd ; and so it is.'
'Wel,' quod she, 'every-thing kyndly sheweth it-selfe; this

35 jewel, closed in a blewe shel, [by] excellence of coloures sheweth
vertue from within ; and so every wight shulde rather loke to the
propre vertue of thinges than to his forayne goodes. If a thing
be engendred of good mater, comenly and for the more part, it
foloweth, after the congelement, vertue of the first mater (and

4o it be not corrupt with vyces) to procede with encrees of good
vertues ; eke right so it fareth of badde. Trewiy, greet excellence
in venue of linage, for the more part, discendeth by kynde to
the succession in vertues to folowe. Wherfore I saye, the tcolour
of eveN Margarit sheweth from within the fynesse in vertue.

46 Kyndely heven, whan mery tweder is a-lofte, apereth in mannes
eye of coloure in blewe, stedfastnesse in pees betokening within
and without. Margaryte is engendred by hevenly dewe, and
sheweth in it-selfe, by fynenesse of colour, whether the engendrure
were maked on morowe or on eve; thus sayth kynde of this

6o perle. This precious Margaryte that thou serves't, sheweth it-selfe
discended, by nobley ofvertue, from this hevenlich dewe, norisshed

15. wrethe(_); read werchetlL nothynge, 16. catche. 17-8. the
(_v_e). 2o. arte. the. ax. desyre, ceased, as. shalte eaaely.
24. the. a6. thonghe, a7. maye. a8. greatly. 30. the say.
3t. the. 36. SUlJlbly by. 38. parte. 4 o. chateau. 4t. great.
42. parte. 43. colours ; read colour. 45" wether; read weder.
46. peace. 48. colonre.
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and congeled in mekenesse, that tmoder is of al vertues ; and, by
werkes that men seen withouten, the significacion of the coloures
ben shewed, mercy and pitee in the herte, with pees to al other ;
and al this is y-closed in a muskle, who-so redily these vertues loken. 55
AI thing that hath soule is reduced in-to good by mene thinges,
as thus : In-to god man is reduced by soules resonable ; and so
forth beestes, or bodyes that mowe not moven, after place ben
reduced in-to manne by beestes $mene that moven from place to
place. So that thilke hodyes that hart felinge soules, and move 6o
not from places, holden the lowest degree of soulinge thinges in
felinge ; and suche ben reduced in-to man by menes. So it
foloweth, the muskle, as tmoder of al venues, halt the place of
mekenesse, to his lowest degree discendeth downe of heven, and
there, by a maner of virgine engendrure, am these Margarytes 6s
engendred, and afterward congeled. Made not mekenesse so
lowe the hye heven, to enclose and eacche out therof so noble
a dewe, that after congelement, a Margaryte, with endelesse venue
and everlasting joy, was with ful vessel of grace yeven to every
creature, that goodly wolde it receyve ?' 70

' Certes,' quod I, ' these thinges ben right noble; I have er this
herd these same sawes.'

'Than,' quod she, ' thou wost wel these thinges ben sothe ?'
' Ye, forsothe,' quod I, 'at the ful.'
' Now,' quod she, ' that this Margaryte is ful of vertue, it is wel 75

proved; wherfore som grace, sore mercy, among other vertues,
I wot fight wel, on thee shal discende ?'

' Ye,: quod I ; ' yet wolde I have better declared, vertues in this
Margarite kyndely to ben grounded.'

' That shal I shew thee,' quod she, ' and thou woldest it lerne.' to
' Lerne ?' quod I, ' what nedeth suche wordes? Were ye nat

wel, lady, your-selfe, that al my cure, al my diligence, and al my
might, have turned by your counsayle, in plesaunce of that perle?
AI my thought and al my studye, with your helpe, desyreth, in
worshippe [of] thilke jewel, to encrese al my travayle and al my 85
besinesse in your service, this Margaryte to gladde in some halve.
Me were lever her honour, her plesaunce, and her good chere

$2,6& mother; rtad moiler. 53. sene. aignilleation. 54- pytie.
56. metme. 58. forthg 59. meue; m/s_rfn/far mene. mouyn.
6a. meaner. 6& hatte. 6,_.arne. 66. afterward_ 67. catche.
7a. herde. 73, woste. 7_- Nowe. 76. tome (/w_e_. amonge.
77. wotte. 77, 80. the(t',m'c¢). 85. Isu.pplyof. enetease. 87. leauer.
pleasance.
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thorow me for to be mayntayned and kept, and I of suche thinge
in her ]ykinge to be cause, than al the welthe of bodily goodes ye

90 coude recken. And wolde never god but I putte my-selfe in
greet jeopardy of al that I twelde, (that is now no more but

my lyf alone), rather than I shulde suffre thilke jewel in any
pointe ben blemisshed; as ferre as I may suffre, and with my

mightes strecche.'
95 'Suche thing,' quod she, 'may mokel further thy grace, and

thee in my service avaunce. But now (quod Love) wilt thou

graunte me thilke Margaryte to ben good ?'
'O! good tgod,' quod I, 'why tempte ye me and tene with

suche maner speche ? I wolde graunt that, though I shulde anon

Ioo dye ; and, by my trouthe, fighte in the quarel, if any wight wolde
countreplede.'

'It is so moche the lighter,' quod Love, 'to prove our entent.'

' Ye,' quod I ; ' but yet wolde I here how ye wolde prove that
she were good by resonable ski], that it mowe not ben denyed.

_o5 For although I knowe, and so doth many other, manifold good-

hesse and vertue in this Margaryte ben printed, yet some men
there ben that no goodnesse speken ; and, wherever your wordes

ben herd and your resons ben shewed, suche yvel spekers, lady,
by auctorit_ of your excellence, shullen be stopped and ashamed !

x_o And. more, they that han non aquayntaunce in her persone, yet

mowe they knowe her vertues, and ben the more enfourmed in
what wyse they mowe sette their hertes, whan hem liste in-to your

service any entree make. For trewly al this to beginne, I wot
wel my-selfe that thilke jewel is so precious perle, as a womanly

_5 woman in her kynde; in whom of goodnesse, of vertue, and also
of answeringe shappe of limmes, and fetures so wel in al pointes

acording, nothing fayleth. I leve that kynde her made with greet
studye ; for kynde in her person nothing hath foryet[en], and that

is wel sene. In every good wightes herte she hath grace of
_2o commending and of vertuous praysing. Alas! that ever kynde

made her deedly! Save only in that, I wot wel, that Nature,

in fourminge of her, in no-thinge hath erred.'

88. thorowe, kepte. 9o. put. 9[. great ieoperdye. "wolde;read
welde, nowe. ]yfe. 94- stretche. 95. maye. 96. the. howe. wylte.
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IzS. foryet, x2x. onely.
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CHAPTER XlII.

'C-_ERTES, ' quod Love, ' thou hast wel begonne ; and I aske
thee this question : Is not, in general, every-thing good ? '

'I not,' quod I.

' No ?' quod she ; ' tsaw not god everything that he made, and

weren right good ? ' 5
' Than is wonder,' quod I, 'how yvel thinges comen a-place,

sithen that al thinges weren right good.'
' Thus,' quod she, ' I wol declare. Everiche qualitb and every

accion, and every thing that hath any manet of beinge, it is of
god; and god it made, of whom is al goodnesse and al being, to

Of him is no badnesse. Badde to be, is naught ; good to be,
is somwhat; and theffore good and being is oon in under-
standing.'

' How may this be ?' quod I. ' For often ban shrewes, me

assailed, and mokel badnesse therin have I founden ; and so me _5
semeth bad to be somwhat in kynde.'

'Thou shalt,' quod she, ' understande that suche manet badnesse,
whiche is used to purifye wrong-doers, is somwhat; and god it
made, and being [it] hath ; and that is good. Other badnesse no
being hath utterly ; it is in the negative of somwhat_ and that is 20

naught and nothing being. The parties essential of being am
sayd in double wyse, as that it is ; and these parties ben founde

in every creature. For al thing, a this halfe the first being, is
being through participation, taking partie of being; so that [in]
every creature is difference bitwene being of him through whom 25
it is, and his own being. Right as every good is a manet of

being, so is it good thorow being ; for it is naught other to be.
And every thing, though it be good, is not of him-se|fe good ;

but it is good by that it is ordinable to the greet goodnesse.
This dualitb, after clerkes tdeterminison, is founden in every 30
creature, be it never so single of onhed.'

' Ye,' quod I ; ' but there-as it is y-sayd that god *saw every-

thing of his making, and [they] were right good (as your-selfe
sayd to me not longe tyme sithen), I aske whether every creature

Cn. XlII. I. haste. _, 4- thyrtge. ,_. r-=ne;read saw. 5. weme.
6. howe. 9. action. 12. one. _4- rtowe. _8. wronge, x9. 1
_upp;y it. 2t. ame. z 4. Isu_ly in., and of; Io_u't and. 2 7. tborowe.
:/9- great, determission (!) ; read determinldolL _2. ysayde, Sane ; read saw.
_3. I *upply thcy.
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35 is y-sayd "good" through goodnesse unfourmed eyther els fourmed;
and afterward, if it be accept utterly good ?'

' I shal say thee,' quod she. 'These grete passed clerkes han
devyded good in-to good being alone, and that is nothing but
tgod, for nothing is good in that wyse but god : also, in good by

40 panieipacion, and that is y-cleped "good" for far let and repre-
sentative of fgodly goodnesse. And after this maner manyfold
good is sayd, that is to saye, good in kynde, and good in gendre,
and good of grace, and good of joy. Of good in kynde Austen
sayth, "al that ben, ben good." But perannter thou woldest

4S wete, whether of hem-selfe it be good, or els of anothers goodnesse:
for naturel goodnesse of every substaunce is nothing els than his
substancial being, which is y-cleped "goodnesse" after comparison
that he hath to his first goodnesse, so as it is inductatife by menes
in-to the firstgoodnesse. Boece sheweth this thing at the ful, that

5o this name "good" is,'in general, name in kynde, as it is com-
parisoned generally to his principal ende, which is god, knotte of
al goodnesse. Every creature cryeth "god us made'; and so
they han ful apeted to thflke god by affeccion such as to hem
longeth ; and in this wyse al thinges ben good of the gret god,

55which is good alone.'
' This wonder thing,' quod I, ' how ye have by many resorts

proved my first way to be errour and misgoing, and cause[d] of
badnesse and feble meninge in the grounde ye aleged to be rote&
Whence is it that suche badnesse hath springes, sithen al thinges

60 thus in general ben good, and badnesse hath no being, as ye have
declared ? I wene, if al things ben good, I might than with the
first way in that good have ended, and so by goodnesse have comen
to hlisse in your service desyred.'

'Al thing,' quod she, 'is good by being in participacion out of
65 the firste goodnesse, whiche goodnesse is corrupt by badnesse

and badde-mening manet's. God hath [ordeyned] in good thinges,
that they ben good by being, and not in )Tel ; for there is absence
of rightful love. For badnesse is nothing but only )Tel wil of the
user, and through giltes of the doer; wherfore, at the ginninge of

70 the worlde, every thing by him-selfe was good ; bnd in universal
they weren right good. An eye or a hand is fayrer and betterer

• 35. ysayde. 36. afterwarde,accepte. 37. the. great. 39-good; read
god. 4o. farrelette. 4x. goodly; r_godly, mauyfolde. 44. saythe.
47_yclcaped. 48. recants. 53. affection. 56. howe. reasons.
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in a body set, in his kyndely place, than from the body dissevered.
Every thing in his kyndly place, being kyndly, good doth werche ;
and, out of that place voyded, it dissoiveth and is defouled him-
selve. Our noble god, in gliterande wyse, by armony this world 75

ordeyned, as in purtreytures storied with colours medled, in
whiche blacke and other derke colours commenden the golden

and the asured paynture ; every put in kyndely place, oon, besyde
another, more for other glitereth. Right so litel fayr maketh
right fayr more glorious ; and right so, of goodnesse, and of other 80
thinges in vertue. Wherfore other badde and not so good perles

as this Margaryte that we han of this matier, yeven by the ayre

litel goodnesse and litel venue, [maken] right mokel goodnesse
and vertue in thy Margaryte to ben proved, in shyning wys_ to be
founde and shewed. How shulde ever goodnesse of pees have 85
ben knowe, but-if unpees somtyme reigne, and mokel yvel qwrathe?
How shulde mercy ben proved, and no trespas were, by due

jusdficacion, to be punisshed ? Theffore grace and goodnesse of
a wight is founde ; the sorouful hertes in good meninge to endure,

ben comforted; unitb and acord bitwene hertes knit in joye to 9°
abyde. What ? wenest thou I rejoyce or els accompte him among
my servauntes that pleseth Pallas in undoinge of Mercurye, al-be-

it that to Pallas he be knit by tytle of lawe, not according to
resonable conscience, and Mercurie in doinge have grace to ben
suffered; or els him that "_weyveth the moone for fayrenesse of 95

the eve-sterre ? Lol otherwhyle by nightes, light of the moone

greedy comforteth in derke thoughtes and blynde. Understanding
of love yeveth greet gladnesse. Who-so list not byleve, whan
a sothe tale is shewed, a dewe and a deblys his name is entred.

Wyse folk and worthy in gentillesse, bothe of venue and of _oo
]ivinge, yeven ful credence in sothnesse of love with a good herte,

there-as good evidence or experience in doinge sheweth not the
contrarie. Thus mightest thou have ful preef in thy Margarytes
goodnesse, by commendement of other jewels badnesse and

yveine_se in doing. Stoundemele diseses yeveth several houres _o5
in joye.'

'Now, by my trouthe,' quod I, 'this is wel declared, that my

72. sette, disceuered. 73. dothe. 75. worlde 78. pure. one,
79. lytle fayre. 80. fq_re. 83. Su_ly maken. 85 Howe.
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09. mean)age. 9o. aeorde, knytte. 9 I. amonge. 92. plea.seth,
95- knytte. 94- reasoaable. 95. weaeth ; read weyveth. -97- greatly.
98. great, lyste. 99. adewe, zoo. folke, lot. heft. io 3. prefe.
to5. _ Io 7. Nowe.

t** H



98 I. THE TESTAMENT OF LOVE.

Margaryte is good ; for sithen other ben good, and she passeth
manye other in goodnesse and vertue ; wherthrough, by maner

i xo necessarie_ she muste be good. And goodnesse of this Margaryte
is nothing els but vertue ; wherfore she is vertuous ; and if there
fayled any vertue in any syde, there were lacke of vertue. Badde

nothing els is, ne may be, but lacke and want of good and good-
nesse; and so shulde she have that same lacke, that is to saye,

z5 badde ; and that may not be. For she is good ; and that is good,

me thinketh, al good; and so, by consequence, me semeth, vertuous,
and no lacke of vertue to have. But the sonne is not knowe but

he shyne ; ne vertuous herbes, but they have her kynde werchinge;
ne vertue, but it strecche in goodnesse or profyt to another, is no

_ao vertue. Than, by al wayes of reson, sithen mercy and pitee ben
moste commended among other vertues, and they might never ben

shewed, [unto] refresshement of helpe and of comfort, but now
at my moste nede ; and that is the kynde werkinge of these
vertues ; trewly, I wene, I shal not varye from these helpes. Fyr,

135 and-if he ye,_e non hete, for fyre is not demed. The sonne, but

he shyne, for sonne is not accompted. Water, but it wete, the
name shal ben chaunged. Vertue, but it werche, of goodnesse
doth it fayle ; and in-to his contrarie the name shal ben reversed.
And these ben impossible; wherfore the contradictorie, that is

_3o necessarye, nedes muste I leve.'
' Certes,' quod she, ' in thy person and out of thy mouthe these

wordes lyen wel to ben said, and in thyne understanding to be
leved, as in entent of this Margaryte alone. And here now my
speche in conclusion of these wordes.

CHAPTER XIV.

N these thinges,' quod she, 'that me list now to shewe- openly, shal be founde the mater of thy sicknesse, and
what shal ben the medicyn that may be thy sorowes lisse and
comfort, as wel thee as al other that amisse have erred and out of

5 the way walked, so that any drope of good wil in amendement

[may] ben dwelled in their hertes. Proverbes of Salomon openly
techeth, how somtyme an innocent walkid by the way in blynd-

to 9. wherthroughe, xI t. no thynge, ix& wante. J15. maye.
xx9. stretche, profyte. 1ao. reason, pytie, xat. amonge, xaa. Su?_ly
unto. comforte, howe. xa4. Fyre. za$. none heate, za8. dothe.
x3._ nowe.

Ca. XIV. 1. howe. 4- the. 6..$u2_/J, may. 7. J*_cl_eth. howe.
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nesse of a derke night; whom metre a woman (if it be leefly to
saye) as a strumpet amyed, redily purveyed in turninge of
thoughtes with veyne janglinges, and of rest .inpacient, by dis- xo
simulacion of my termes, =ying in this wyse : "Corn, and he we
dronken of our swete pappes ; use we coveitous collinges." And
thus drawen was this innocent, as an oxe to the larder.'

' Lady,' quod I, ' to me this is a queynte thing to understande ;
I praye you, of this parable declare me the entent.' 15

' This innocent,' quod she, ' is a scoler lerninge of my lore, in
seching of my blisse, in whiche thinge the day of his thought
turning enclyneth in-to eve ; and the sonne, of very light faylinge,
maketh derke night in his conninge. Thus in derknesse of many
doutes he walketh, and for blyndenesse of understandinge, he ne _o
wot in what waye he is in ; forsothe, suche oon may lightly ben
begyled. To whom cam love fayned, not clothed of my livery,
but [of] unlefful lusty habit, with softe speche and mery ; and
with fayre honyed wordes heretykes and mis-meninge people
skleren and wimplen their errours. Austen witnesseth of an 2._
heretyk, that in his first beginninge he was a man right expert
in resons and swete in his wordes; and the werkes miscorden.
Thus fareth fayned love in her firste werchinges. Thou knowest
these thinges for trewe; thou hast hem proved by experience
somtyme, in doing to thyne owne person ; in whiche thing thou hast 3o
founde mater of mokel disese. Was not fayned love redily
purveyed, thy wittes to cacche and tourne thy good thoughtes ?
Trewly, she hath wounded the conscience of many with florissh-
inge of mokel jangling wordes ; and good worthe thanked I it for
no glose. I am glad of my prudence thou hast so manly her aS
_weyved. To me art thou moche holden, that in thy kynde
course of good mening I returne thy mynde. I trowe, ne had
I shewed thee thy Margaryte, thou haddest never returned. Of
first in good parfit joye was ever fayned love impacient, as the
water of Silo_, whiche evermore floweth with stilnesse and privy 4o
noyse til it come nighe the brinke, and than ginneth it so out of
mesure to bolne, with novelleries of chaunging stormes, that in
course of every renning it is in pointe to spille al his drcuit of
_.bankes. Thus fayned love prively, at the fullest of his flowinge,

8. lefely, xl. saygng. Come. 14. thyage, t6. scholer.
_7-daye. aL wore."one. as. whomecame. a3, ,Su2_/yof.
unlefu!lustyehabyte, a4, mimm., a6. heretyke, experte, a?. re.ones.
a9. haste. 3a. catche. 3_. gladde. 36.-veyned;re.adweyvecLarte.
37. meanyng. ._8.the. 39. parfyte. 4a. measure. 43-spyl.
44. clnkeli(,l);readbankef_
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45 [ginneth] newe stormes [of] debat to arayse. And al-be-it that
Mercurius [servants] often with hole understandinge knowen
suche periUous maters, yet Veneriens so lusty ben and so leude

in their wittes, that in suche thinges right iitel or naught don
they fele; and wryten and cryen to their felawes : "here is blisse,

50 here is joye"; and thus in-to one same errour mokel folk they
drawen. "Come," they sayen, "and be we dronken of our

pappes" ; that ben fallas and lying glose, of whiche mowe they not
souke milke of helthe, but deedly venire and poyson, corrupcion
of sorowe. Milke of fallas is venire ofdisceyt ; milke of lying glose

._5 is venim of corruption. Lo ! what thing cometh out of these
pappes I "Use we coveited collinges "; desyre we and meddle we

false wordes with sote, and sote with false ! Trewly, this is the sod-
nesse of fayned love; nedes, of these surfettes sicknesse muste

folowe. Thus, as an oxe, to thy langoring deth were thou drawen ;
60 the sore of the smoke hath thee al defased. Ever the deper thou

somtyme wadest, the soner thou it founde ; if it had thee.killed,
it had be litel wonder. But on that other syde, my trewe

servaunt[s] not faynen ne disceyve conne; sothly, their doinge
is open; my foundement endureth, be the burthen never so

65 greet ; ever in one it lasteth. It yeveth lyf and blisful goodnesse
in the laste endes, though the ginninges ben sharpe. Thus of
two contraries, contrarye ben the effectes. And so thilke

Margaryte thou servest shal seen thee, by her service out of
perillous tribulacion delivered, bycause of her service in-to newe

70 disese fallen, by hope of amendement in the laste ende, with joye
to be gladded. Whedore, of kynde pure, her mercy with grace
of good helpe shal she graunte; and els I shal her so strayne,
that with pith shal she ben amaystred. Remembre in thyne

herte how horribly somtyme to thyne Margaryte thou trespasest,
75 and in a grete wyse ayenst her thou forfeytest ! Clepe ayen thy

mynde, and know thyne owne giltes. What goodnesse, what
bountee, with mokel folowing pith founde thou in that tyme?
Were thou not goodly accepted in-to grace ? By my pluckinge
was she to foryevenesse enclyned. And after, I her styred to

So drawe thee to house ; and yet wendest thou dtterly for ever
have ben refused. But wel thou wost, sithen that I in suche

45. 2"su_ ginneth armtof, debate. 46. Z su._I.V servaats. 5I. r_yae.
5a-4. lyeag. 54- dlsceyte. 55. thynge. 58. must. 60. the.
6L the. 63. seruaunt. 65. great, lyl'e. 68. seae the. 7o, 8a.
disease. 72. graunt. 74. howe. 75. great. 76. knowe. 77.
bouatie. 8o. the.
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sharpe disese might so greedy avayle, what thinkest in thy wit ?
How fer may my wit strecche ? And thou lache not on thy syde,
I wol make the knotte. Certes, in thy good bering I wol acorde
with the psauter : " I have founde David in my service true, and 85

with holy oyle of pees and of rest, longe by him desyred, utterly
he shal be anoynted." Truste wel to me, and I wol thee not

fayle. The _rleving of the first way with good herte of continuance
that I see in thee grounded, this purpose to parfourme, draweth
me by maner of constrayning, that nedes muste I ben thyne helper. 90
Although mirthe a whyle be taried, it shal come at suche seson,

that thy thought shal ben joyed. And wolde never god, sithen

thyne herte to my resons ar0 assented, and openly hast confessed
thyne amisse-going, and now cryest after mercy, but-if mercy
folowed ; thy blisse shal ben redy, y-wis ; thou ne wost how sone. 95
Now be a good child, I rede. The kynde of vertues, in thy

Margaryte rehersed, by strength of me in thy person shul werche.
Comfort thee in this; for thou mayst not miscary.' And these

wordes sayd, she streyght her on length, and rested a whyle.

¶ Thus endeth the seconde book, and here after foloweth
the thirde book.

BOOK III.

CHAPTER I.

F hombre, sayn these clerkes, that it is naturel somme ofdiscrete thinges, as in tellinge oon, two, three, and so forth ;

but among al hombres, three is determined for moste certayn.
Wherfore in nombre certayn this werk of my besy leudenesse

I thinke to ende and paffourme. Ensample by this worlde, in 5

three tymes is devyded ; of whiche the first is cleped *Deviacion,
that is to say, going out of trewe way ; and al that tho dyeden, in

helle were they punisshed for a man[ne]s sinne, til grace and mercy
fette hem thence, and there ended the firste tyme. The seconde

tyme lasteth from the comming of merciable grace until the ende 1o
of transitorie tyme, in whiche is shewed the true way in fordoinge
of the badde ; and that is y-cleped tyme of Grace. And that

8_. greatly. 83. ho_e ferre maye my wytte stretche. . 86. peace.
87. the. 88. leanyng (1) 89. se. the. 93. reasonesarne. haste..
nowe. 96. chylde. 98. Comforte the. 99. sayde. COLOPitON.Dooxe.
boke.

BOOK.HI : ell. I. • x. sayne. _. one. thre. 3. amonge, thr_
3, 4- certayne. + werke. 6. thre. l)emacion ; readDeuiacion. 8. heL
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thing is not yeven by desert of yeldinge oon benefyt for another,
but only through goodnesse of the yever of grace in thilke tyme.

i._ Who-so can wel understande is shapen to be saved in souled
blisse. The thirde tyme shal ginne whan tmnsitorie thinges of
worldes han mad their ende ; and that shal ben in Joye, glorie, and
rest, both body and soule, that wel han deserved in the tyme of
Grace. And thus in that heven _'togider shul they dwelle per-

ao petuelly, without any imaginatyfe yvel in any halve. These
tymes are figured by tho three dayes that our god was closed
in erthe ; and in the thirde aroos, shewing our resurreccion to
joye and blisse of tho that it deserven, by his merciable grace.
So this leude book, in three maters, accordaunt to tho tymes,

55 lightly by a good inse_r may ben understonde; as in the firste,
•Errour of misse-goinge is shewed, with sorowful pyne punisshed,
fthat cryed after mercy. In the seconde, is Grace in good waye
proved, whiche is faylinge without desert, thilke first misse
amendinge, in correccion of tho erroures, and even way to bringe,

._owith comfort of welfare in-to amendement wexinge. And in the
thirde, Joye and blisse graunted to him that wel can deserve it,
and hath savour of understandinge in the tyme of grace. Thus
in Joye. of my thirde boke, shal the mater be til it ende.

But special cause I have in my hene to make this proces
•_5 of a Margarit-perle, that is so precious a gemme _whyt, clere and

litel, of whiche stones or jewelElesJ the tonges of us Englissh
people tourneth the right names, and clepeth hem 'Margery-
perles'; thus varieth our speche from many other langages. For
trewly Latin, Frenche, and many mo other langages clepeth hem,

4o Margery-perles, [by] the name' Margarites,' or' Margarite-perles ';
wherfore in that denomination I wol me acorde to other mens

tonges, in that name-cleping. These clerkes that treten of kyndes_
and studien out the propertee there of thinges, sayn : the Mar-
garite is a 1/tel whyt perle, throughout h61owe and rounde and

4._vertuous ; and on the see-sydes, in the more Britayne, in muskle-
shelles, of the bevenly dewe, the best ben engendred ; in whiche
by experience ben founde three fayre venues. Oon is, it yeveth
comfort to the feling spirites in bodily persones ofreson. Another

_.-1.thynge, deserte, c_aelamefyte. _4. onely. 16..gyn. I7. made.
19. togyther,dwel. _l. thre. 2s. arose, resurrectma. 24. boke.
thre. 25. maye. a6. erroure, a7. is (I); rtad thaL 28. deserte.
a9. correctiou, waye. 3o. comforte, i_I. canne.- 34- heft. proceme.
35. pee_le, with; readwhyt(see1. 44). 56. iew¢l;read ieweLies. 39.
cleapeth. 4o. S_t_2_lyby. 42. treaten. 43. propertie, sayae.
44- whyte. 47. One. 48. comfort¢, rcuoa.
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is good ; it is profitable helthe ayenst passions of sorie mens hertes.
And the thirde, it is nedeful and noble in staunching of bloode, so
there els to moche wolde out renne. To whiche perle and venues
me list to lyken at this tyme Philosophie, with her three speces,
that is, natural, and moral, and resonable ; of whiche thinges
hereth what sayn these grete clerkes. Philosophie is knowing of
devynly and manly thinges joyned with studie of good living; ._5
and this stant in two thinges, that is, conninge and opinion. Con-
ninge is whan a thing by certayn reson is conceyved. But
wrecches and fooles and leude men, many wil conceyve a thing
and mayntayne it as for sothe, though reson be in the contrarye ;
wherfore conninge is a straunger. Opinion is whyl a thing is in 6o
non-certayn, and hid from mens very knowleging and by no parfit
reson fully declared, as thus : if the sonne be so mokel as men
wenen, or els if it be more than the erthe. For in sothnesse the
certayn quantit_ of that planet is unknowen to erthly dwellers ; and
yet by opinion of some men it is holden for more than midle-erth. 65

The first spece of philosophie is naturel; whiehe in kyndely
thinges _treteth, and sheweth causes of heven, and strength of
kyndely course ; as by arsmetrike, geometry, musike, and by
astronomye techeth wayes and cours of hevens, of planetes, and
of sterres aboute heven and erthe, and other elementes. 70

The seconde spece is moral, whiche, in order, of living maners
techeth ; and by reson proverb venues of soule moste worthy in
our living; whiche ben prudence, justice, temperaunce, and
strength. Prudence is goodly wisdom in knowing of thinges.
Strength voideth al adversitees aliche even. Temperaunce dis-7s
troyeth beestial living with esy bering. And Justice rightfully
jngeth ; and jnging departeth to every wight that is his owne.

The thirde spece tumeth in-to reson of understanding ; al
thinges to be sayd soth and discussed; and that in two thinges is
devyded. Oon is art, another is rethorike; in whicbe two al 8o
lawes of marts reson ben grounded or els maintayned.

And for this book is of LovE, and therafter bereth his name,
and philosophie and lawe muste here-to acorden by their clergiad
discripcions, as : philosophie for love of wisdom is declared, lawe
for mainteynaunce of pees is holden : and these with love must 85

nedes acorden ; therf_re of hem in this place have I touched.
5L Ten. 5a. thre. 54- Rym great. 56. stante. 57- certayne.

58. wretches. 60. whyle. 6x. -certayne. hydde. 6=. parfyte reason.
64. certa)'ae. 67. treten ; read treteth. 69. course. 73. lyueng.
74-w3adome. 76. lyueng, easybeary.g. 78. reaeon. 80. one.
arte. 8x. xmaon. 8=. booke, beareth. 84. wisdome. 85. peace.
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Ordre of homly thinges and honest maner of livinge in vertue,
with rightful jugement in causes and profitable administracion in
comminaltees of realmes and citees, by evenhed profitably to

9o raigne, nat by singuler avauntage ne by priv_ envy, ne by soleyn
purpos in covetise of worship or of goodes, ben disposed in open
rule shewed, by love, philosophy, and lawe, and yet love, toforn
al other. Wherfore as sustern in unit_ they accorden, and oon
ende, that is, pees and rest, they causen norisshinge ; and in the

9S joye maynteynen to endure.
Now than, as I have declared: my book acordeth with dis-

cripcion of three thinges ; and the Margarit in vertue is lykened
to Philosophy, with her three speces. In whiche maters ever
twcy ben acordaunt with bodily reson, and the thirde with the

_oo soule. But in conclusion of my boke and of this Margarite-perle
in knittinge togider, Lawe by three sondrye maners shal be lykened;
that is to saye, lawe, right, and custome, whiche I wol declare.
A1that is lawe cometh of goddes ordinaunce, by kyndly worching ;
and thilke thinges ordayned by mannes wittes am y-cleped right,

]o5 which is ordayned by many maners and in constitucion written.
But custome is a thing that is accepted for right or for 1awe,
there-as lawe and right faylen ; and there is no difference, whether
it come of scripture or of re.son. Wherfore it sheweth, that ]awe
is kyndly governaunee ; fight cometh out of mannes probable

]_o reson; and custome is of commen ,_ge by length of tyme
used ; and custome nat writte is usage ; and if it be writte,
constitucion it is y-written and y-cleped. But lawe of kynde is
commen to every nation, as conjunccion of man and woman in
love, succession of children in heritance, restitucion of thing

_5 by strength taken or lent; and this lawe among al other halt
the soveraynest gree in worship; whiche hwe began at the
beginning of resonable creature; it varied yet never for no
chaunging of tyme. Cause, forsothe, in ordayning of ]awe was to
constrayne mens hardinesse in-to pees, and withdrawing his yvel

_2owil, and turning malice in-to goodnesse; and that innocence
sikerly, withouten teneful anoye, among shrewes safely might
inhabite by proteccion of safe-conducte, so that the shrewes, harm

88. adminiJtration. 89. commynalties, tyres. 9x. purpose. 93.
sustcrne, one. 94-peace. 96. Nowe. boke. disa_ption. 97-8.
thre. 99. reason. Ioo. peerle. Iol. thre. ]o5. constitution.
sso. reason. Ha. constkutyon. Is3. conjunction. II4. restitution.
H5. halte, sl 7. reasonable, sx9. peace, sz]. amongc la_. harmeforbanne,
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for harme, by brydle of ferdnesse shuiden restrayne. But for-
sothe, in kyndely iawe, nothing is commended but such as goddes
wil hath confirmed, ne nothing denyed but contrarioustee of z25
goddes wil in heven. Eke than al lawes, or custome, or els
constitucion by usage or wryting, that contraryen lawe of kynde,
utterly ben repugnaunt and adversarie to our goddes wil of heven.
Trewly, lawe of kynde for go:Ides own lusty wil is verily to
mayntayne; under whiche lawe (and unworthy) bothe professe 13o
and reguler am obediencer and bounden to this Margarite-perle
as by knotte of loves statutes and stablisshment in kynde, whiche
that goodly may not be withsetten. Lo! under this bonde am
I constrayned to abyde ; and man, under living lawe ruled, by that
lawe oweth, after desertes, to ben rewarded by payne or by mede, 385
but-if mercy weyve the payne. So than _by part resonfully may
be seye, that mercy bothe right and lawepasseth. Th' entent
of al these maters is the lest clere understanding, to weten, at
th'ende of this thirde boke ; ful knowing, thorow goddes grace,
I thinke to make nevertbelater. Yet if these thinges ban a good s4o
and a _'sleigh inse_r, whiche that can souke hony of the harde
stone, oyle of the drye rocke, [he] may lightly fele nobley of mater
in my leude imaginacion closed. But for my book shal be of
joye (as I sayd' , and I [am] so fer set fro thilke place frQwhens
gladnesse shulde come ; my corde is to short to lete my boket _4s
ought cacche of that water; and fewe men be abouten my corde
to eche, and many in ful purpos ben redy it shorter to make, and
to enclose th' entr[, that my boket of joye nothing shulde cacche,
but empty retume, my careful sorowes to encrese : (and if I dye
for payne, that were gladnesse at their hertes) : good lord, send _._o
me water in-to the cop of these mountayns, and I shal drinke
therof, my thurstes to stanche, and sey, these be comfortable
welles; in-to helth of goodnesse of my saviour am I holpen. And
yet I saye more, the house of joye to me is nat opened. How
dare my sorouful goost than in any mater of gladnesse thinken to tS5
trete ? For ever sobbinges and complayntes be redy refrete in
his meditacions, as werbles in manifolde stoundes comming about
I not than. And theffore, what manet of joye coude [I] endyte ?
But yet at dole shal I knocke, if the key of David wolde the locke

_,_.f_ra_ i_ �_thyDge._'5._o_-_ou_ie. _o.a_. U_.
arne. x33. maye. i34. lyueng, x3.5-payn. I36. be; readby, parte
_asonfully. x37. sty. thentent, x39. thende, thorowe, x4x.sleight;
readiI_tgh. I42. I i_erl he. t43. ymagination, boke. 144. Snp_/y
am. terte. 145. let. z46--8,catch. I47. purpose. 148.theatre.
xSo.lordesende, sSa. stanch, s57. meditations. 158. l_pj_ly I.
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_6o unshitte, and he bringe me in, _¢hiehe that childrens tonges both
openeth and closeth; whos spirit where he *wol wercheth,
departing goodly as him lyketh.

Now to goddes laude and reverence, profit of the reders,
amendement of maners of the herers, encresing of worship among

z65 Loves servauntes, releving of my herte in-to grace of my jewel,
and fren[d]ship [in] plesance of this perle, I am stered in this
making, and for nothing els ; and ff any good thing to mennes
lyking in this scripture be founde, thanketh the maister of grace,
whiche that of that good and al other is authour and principal

JTodoer. And if any thing be insufficient or els mislyking, $wyte
that the leudnesse of myne unable conning : for body in disese
anoyeth the understanding in soule. A disesely habitation
letteth the wittes [in] many thinges, and namely in sorowe. The
custome never-the-later of Love, eby long tyme of service, in

J?5 termes I thinke to pursue, whiche ben lyvely to yeve under-
standing in other thinges. But now, to enforme thee of th/s
Margarites goodnesse, I may her not halfe preyse. Wherfore, nat
she for my boke, but this book for her, is worthy to be commended,
tho my book be leude ; fight as thinges nat for places, but places

t8o for thinges, ought to be desyred and praysed.

CHAPTER I[.

' _'[ OW,' quod Love, 'trewly thy wordes I have wel under-
.L_ stonde. CeRes, me thinketh hem fight good ; and me

wondreth why thou so lightly passest in the lawe.'
' Sothly,' quod I, ' my wit is leude, and I am right blynd, and

that mater depe. How shulde I than have waded ? Lightly
might I have drenched, and spilte ther my-selfe.'

' Ye,' quod she, ' I shal helpe thee to swimme. For fight as
lawe punissheth brekers of preceptes and the conwary-doers of the
wfitten constitucions, fight so ayenward lawe rewardeth and

to yeveth mede to hem that lawe strengthen. By one lawe this
rebel is punisshed and this innocent is meded ; the shrewe is

enprisoned and this rightful is corowned. The same lawe that
joyneth by wedlocke without forsaking, the same lawe yeveth

x6o. vashyt, bring, x61. whoaespirite, wel; r_adwol, x63. Nowe.
profite, t6 5. hert. z66. fremhip. Iau_2Myim .peerle. z7o. with; read
wyte. XTa. habitation, x73. /'J'H2_,_/y in. 174. be; remfby. I76. howe.
eaform the. t78- 9. boke (tA6ce).

CH. II. L Nowe. 4" blynde. 5. howe. 7. Yea. the.
9- constitutions, ayet_warde.
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lybel of departicion bycause of devorse both demed and
declared.' l s

' Ye, ye,' quod I, ' I fynde in no lawe to mede and rewarde in
goodnes the gilty of desertes.'

'Fole,' quod she, 'gilty, converted in your [awe, mikel merit
deserveth. Also Pauly[n] of Rome was crowned, that by him the
maynteyners of Pompeus weren knowen and distroyed; and yet 2o
toforn was this Paulyn cheef of Pompeus counsaile. This hwe
in Rome hath yet his name of mesuring, in mede, the bewraying of
the conspiracy, ordayned by tho senatours the deth. Julius Cesar
is acompted in-to Catons rightwisnesse; for ever in trouth
florissheth his name among the knowers of resort. Perdicas was 2s
crowned in the heritage of Alexander the grete, for tellinge of
a prevy hate that king Porrus to Alexander hadde. Wherfore
every wight, by reson of lawe, after his rightwysenesse apertely
his mede may chalenge; and so thou, that maynteynest lawe of
kynde, and theffore disese hast suffred in the lawe, reward is 3o
worthy to be rewarded and ordayned, and tapertly thy mede
might thou chalenge.'

'Certes,' quod I, 'this have I wel lerned; and ever hens-
forward I shal dr'awe me therafter, in oonhed of wil to ahyde, this
lawe bothe maynteyne and kepe; and so hope I best entre in-to 3S
your grace, wel deservinge in-to worship of a wight, without
nedeful compulsion, [that] ought medefully to be rewarded.'

'Truly,' quod Love, ' that is sothe; and tho[ugh], by consti-
tucion, good service in-to profit and avantage strecche, utterly
many men it de.men to have more desert of mede than good wil ,io
nat compelled.'

' See now,' quod I, ' how _many men holden of this the con-
trary. And what is good service ? Of you wolde I here this
question declared.'

' I shal say thee,' quod she, 'in a fewe worries :--resormble 45
workinges in plesaunce and profit of thy soverayne.'

' How shulde I this performe 1' quod I.
' Right wel,' quod she; ' and here me now a litel. It is hardely

(quod she) to understande, that right as mater by due over-
chaunginges foloweth his perfection and his forme, right so every so

zT. gyltle, z8. gyltie,merim, a9. Paaly (forPaulyn;fl_t #ime).
zL tolome, chefe. :l_;. amonge, z.5-8, reason, s6. great. 3o.

disease, re_arde. SL ,partly (for ap,_ly). S,I. oaehed. 37. 'rn*,_/Ythat. 3. constitution. 39. profitc, stretch. ,ia. Se. howemay.
,IS. the. 46. profite. 47. Howe. ,i8, howe. _o. perfection.
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man, by rightful werkinges, ought to folowe the lefful desyres in
his herte, and see toforn to what ende he deserveth. For many
tymes he that loketh nat after th'endes, but utterly therof is
unknowen, befalleth often many yvels to done, wherthrough, er he

56 be war, shamefully he is confounded; th'ende[s] therof neden to
be before loked. To every desirer of suche foresight in good
service, three thinges specially nedeth to be rulers in his workes.
First, that he do good; next, that he do [it] by eleceion in his
owne herte; and the thirde, that he do godly, withouten any

6o surquedry in thoughtes. That your werkes shulden be good, in
service or in any other notes, authorit_ many may be aleged;
neverthelater, by reson thus may it be shewed. A1 your werkes
be cleped seconde, and moven in vertue of the firste wercher,
whiche in good workes wrought you to procede; and right so

65 your werkes moven in-to vertue of the laste ende : and right in
the first workinge were nat, no man shulde in the seconde werche.
Right so, but ye feled to what ende, and seen their goodnes
closed, ye shulde no more Yrecche what ye wrought ; but the
ginning gan with good, and there shal it cese in the laste ende, if

70 it be wel considred. Wherfore the middle, if other-wayes it drawe
than accordant to the endes, there stinteth the course of good,
and another manet course entreth ; and so it is a pattie by him-
selve ; and every part [that] be nat accordant to his al, is foul and
ought to be eschewed. Wherfore every thing that is wrought

75 and be nat good, is nat accordant to th'endes of his al hole; it is
foul, and ought to be withdrawe. Thus the persons that neither
don good ne harm shamen foule their making. Wherfore, without
working of good notes in good service, may no man ben accepted.
Truely, the flke that ban might to do good and doon it nat, the

80 crowne of worship shal be take from hem, and with shame shul
they be anulled ; and so, to make oon werke acordant with his
endes, every good servaunt, by reson of consequence, muste do
good nedes. Certes, it suffseth nat alone to do good, but goodly
withal folowe ; the thanke of goodnesse els in nought he

85deserveth. For right as al your being com_ from the greetest
good, in whom al goodnesse is dosed, right so your endes ben
directe to the same good. Aristotel determineth that ende and
good ben one, and convertible in understanding ; and he that in

5x. leful. 5a. bert. re. 56. ware. ._7.thre. 58. Isu_l_12w'it.
electyon. 59. herr. 6a. reason, maye. 68. teeth(far retch); remt
teethe. 69. _,:ea_. 73. parte, l _,_?ly that. 73-5. foule.
77. hatme. 79. done. 8L one. 8a. teuon. 85. greatest.
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wil doth awey good, and he that loketh nat to th'ende, loketh nat

to good ; but he that doth good and doth nat goodly, [and] 9o
draweth away the direction of th'ende nat goodly, must nedes

be badde. Lol badde is nothing els but absence or negative
of good, as derkenesse is absence or negative of light. Than he

that dooth [not] goodly, directeth thilke good in-to th'ende of'

badde ; so muste thing nat good folowe : eke badnesse to suche 95
folke ofte foloweth. Thus contrariaunt workers of th'ende

that is good ben worthy the contrary of th'ende that is good
to have.'

' How,' quod I, ' may any good dede be doon, but-if goodly it

helpe ? ' l oo
'Yes,' quod Love, 'the devil doth many good dedes, but

goodly he leveth be-hynde ; for #ever badly and in disceyvable
wyse he worketh ; wherfore the contraxy of th'ende him foloweth.

And do he never so many good dedes, bicause goodly is away,
his goodnes is nat rekened. Lo ! than, tho[ugh] a man do good, _oS
but he do goodly, th'ende in goodnesse wol nat folowe ; and thus

in good service both good dede and goodly doon musten joyne
togider, and that it be doon with free choise in herte; and els
deserveth he nat the merit in goodnes: that wol I prove. For

if thou do any-thing good by chaunce or by happe, in what thing x_o
art thou therof worthy to be commended ? For nothing, by resort
of that, turneth in-to thy praysing ne lacking. Lo ! thilke thing

doon by hap, by thy wil is nat caused; and therby shulde I
thanke or lacke deserve ? And sithen that fayleth, th'ende which
that wel shulde rewarde, must ned[e]s faile. Clerkes sayn, no man _, S

but willinge is blessed ; a good dede that he hath doon is nat
doon of free choice willing ; without whiche blissednesse may nat

folowe. Ergo, neither thanke of goodnesse ne service [is] in that

[that] is contrary of the good ende. So than, to good service
longeth good dede goodly don, thorow free choice in herte.' _2o

' Truely,' quod I, ' this have I wel understande.'
'Wel,' quod she, 'every thing thus doon sufficiently by lawe,

that is deped justice, [may] after-reward clayme. For lawe and

justice was ordayned in this wyse, suche desertes in goodnesse,

9o. 1 su_ and. 9a.tbad. negatyfe (first time). 94" I su_zOlynot.
99. done. xoz. dothe. " Ion. even; renderer, xo5. tho. Io7-_.
done (t_iee). xoS. heTt. xo9. merite, txx. reason. . it3. d.one.
thulde I ; 2Putfor shuldett thou. x_._. neds (.n_). I zO-7. oone (tw_'e).
zz8..7.m_ is_thax. zao, thorowe fro. herr. zaa. done.
saz. 3' _._ly may. rewardeclaym.
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x25after quantit_ in doinge, by mede to rewarde; and of necessit_ of
suche justice, that is to say, rightwysenesse, was free choice in
deserving of wel or of yvel graunted to resonable creatures.
Every man hath free arbitrement to chose, good or yvel to
performe.'

13o ' Now,' quod I tho, ' if I by my good wil deserve this Margarit-
perle, and am nat therto compelled, and have free choice to do
what me lyketh ; she is than holden, as me thinketh, to rewarde
th'entent of my good wil.'

'Goddes forbode els,' quod Love; 'no wight meneth other-
1_Swyse, I trowe ; free wil of good herte afteromede deserveth.'

' Hath every man,' quod I, 'free choice by necessary maner of
wil in every of his doinges that him lyketh, by goddes proper
purvyaunce ? I wolde see that wel declared to my leude under-
standing; for "necessary" and "necessit_" ben wordes of mokel

14oentencion, dosing (as to saye) so mote it be nedes, and otherwyse
may it nat betyde.'

'This shalt thou lerne,' quod she, 'so thou take hede in my
speche. If it were nat in mannes owne libertb of free wil to do

good or bad, but to the one teyed by bonde of goddes preordi-
_4s naunce, than, do he never so we1, it were by nedeful compulcion

of thilk bonde, and nat by free choice, wherby nothing he
desyreth : and do he never so yvel, it were nat man for to wyte,
but onlich to him that suche thing ordayned him to done.
Wherfore he ne ought for bad[de] be punisshed, ne for no good

zSo dede be rewarded ; but of necessit_ of rightwisnesse was theffore
free choice ofarbitrement put in roans proper disposicion. Truely,
if it were otherwyse, it contraried goddes charitb, that badnesse
and goodnesse rewardeth after desert of payne or of mede.'

'Me thinketh this wonder,' quod I; 'for god by necessit_
IsS forwot al thinges coming, and so mote it nedes be; and thglke

thinges that ben don tby our free choice comen nothing of neces-
sit, but only _by wil. How may this stonde _togider ? And so
me thinketh truely, that free choice fully repugneth goddes
forweting. Trewly, lady, me semeth, they /howe nat stande

16o_rtogider.'

z3o. Nowe. l,_b meaneth. J35. herr. 136. fre. 138. se.
14o. entention. I42. lena. 143-6. fre (/¢e/c'e). 148. oaelych.
z49. bad. _51. fie. zSl. disposition, x_3": .forwote.
,56. b_;/o,-by,f,_. ,57.ood_,_;/_.b:r._e. ,ss. ,_7--c,o.
togyther; readtogider, z.58. fire.
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CHAPTER IlL

HAN gan Love nighe me nere, and with a noble counte.
nance of visage and limmes, dressed her nigh my sitting-

place.
' Take forth,' quod she, 'thy pen, and redily wryte these

wordes. For if god wol, I shal hem so enforme to thee, that thy S
leudnesse which I have understande in that mater shal openly be
clered, and thy sight in ful loking therin amended. First, if thou
thinke that goddes prescience repugne libert[ of arbitrement, it is
impossible that they shulde accorde in onheed of sothe to under-
stonding.' _o

'Ye,' quod I, ' forsothe ; so I it conceyve.'
'Wel,' quod she, ' if thilke impossible were away, the repug-

naunce that semeth to be therin were utterly removed.'
' Shewe me the absence of that impossibilitb,' quod I.
'So,' quod she, 'I shal. Now I suppose that they mowe xS

stande togider: prescience of god, whom foloweth necessitb of
thinges comming, and libert_ of arbitrement, thorow whiche thou
belevest many thinges to be without necessitY.'

'Bothe these proporcions be sothe,' quod I, ' and wel mowe
stande togidet; wherfore this case as possible I admit.' 2o

' Truely,' quod she, ' and this case is impossible.'
' How so?' quod I.
' For herof,' quod she, 'foloweth and wexeth another im-

possible.'
' Prove me that,' quod I. _S
' That I shal,' quod she ; 'for somthing is comming without

necessitY, and god wot that toforn; for al thing comming he
before wot, and that he beforn wot of necessit_ is comming, as
he beforn wot be the case by necessary manet ; or els, thorow
necessitY, is somthing to be without necessitb; and whedet, to 30
every wight that hath good understanding, is seen these thinges
to be repugnaunt : prescience of god, whiehe that foloweth neces-
sitY, and libett_ of arbitrement_ fro whiche is removed necessit_ ?
For truely, it is necessary that god have forweting of thing withouten
any necessit_ cominge.' I[ 35

CH. III. x.nygh. $. the. 6. vnderettJ_d. 8. lyberteofarbetry
of arbitrament; fruit arbetryof. x6. Rowe. 17. thorowe, as. Howe.
a9. heroine, nUenerthan(omlt than), thorowe. 30. whedzrto.
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'Ye,' quod I; ' but yet remeve ye nat away fro myne under-
standing the necessitb folowing goddes be foreweting, as thus. God
beforn wot me in service of love to be bounden to this Margarite-
perle, and therfore by necessit_ thus to love am I bounde ; and

4o if I had nat loved, thorow necessit_ had I ben kept from al love-
dedes.'

' Certes,' quod Love, ' bicause this mater is good and necessary
to declare, I thinke here-in wel to abyde, and not lightly to passe.
Thou shalt not (quod she) say al-only, "god befom wot me to be

45 a lover or no lover," but thus : "god beforn wot me to be a lover
without necessitb." And so foloweth, whether thou love or not
love, every of hem is and shal be. But now thou seest the impos-
sibilitb of the case, and the possibilitb of thilke that thou wendest
had been impossible ; wherfore the repugnaunce is adnulled.'

50 ' Ye,' quod I ; ' and yet do ye not awaye the strength of ne-
cessitY, whan it is said, th[r]ough necessit_ it is me in love to
abyde, or not to love without necessitb for god beforn wot it.
This maner of necessit_ forsothe semeth to some men in-to co-

accion, that is to sayneo constrayning, or else prohibicion, that is,
ss defendinge ; wherfore necessit_ is me to love of wil. I under-

stande me to be constrayned by some privy strength to the wil
of lovinge ; and if [I] no[t] love, to be defended from the wil Of
lovinge : and so thorow necdssitb me semeth to love, for I love ;
or els not to love, if I not love; wherthrough neither thank ne

6o maugrb in tho thinges may I deserve.'
'Now,' quod she, ' thou shalt wel understande, that often we

sayn thing thorow necessitb to be, that by no strength to be
neither is coarted ne constrayned ; and through necessitb not
to be, that with no defendinge is removed. For we sayn it is

6S thorow necessith god to be immortal, nought deedliche ; and it
is necessitY, god to be rightful ; but not that any strength of
violent maner constrayneth him to be immortal, or defendeth him
to be unrightful ; for nothing may make him dedly or unrightful.
Right so, if I say, thorow necessit_ is thee to be a lover or els

70 noon ; only thorow wil, as god beforn wete. It is nat to under-
stonde that any thing defendeth or forbit thee thy wil, whiche shal

._8. befome wote. 4o. thorowe, kepte. 44- shJdte, onety. 44-$-
beforae wore (Iwi¢¢), 47. howe. ._I. though; rtadthrough, 52. beforne
wote. 53. coaction. ._7. S._ly I ; for no read not ; ste 1. 5_ _8.
thorowe. 59. thanke. 60. maye. 6z. Nowe. sha/te. 62. ratyoe.
thorowe. 63. through,. 64. sayne. 6s. thorowe. 67. violente.
69. thorowe, the. 7o. none. ocelythorowe, befome. 7L the.
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nat be; or els constrayneth it to be, whiche shal be. That same
thing, forsoth, god before wot, whiche he before seeth. Any
thing commende of only wil, that wil neyther is constrayned
ne defended thorow any other thing. And so thorow libert_ of 75
arbitrement it is do, that is don of wil. And trewly, my good
child, if these thinges be wel understonde, I wene that non in-
convenient shalt thou fynde betwene goddes forweting and
libert_ of arbitrement; wheffore I wot wel they may stande
togider. Also farthermore, who that understanding of prescience 8_
properlich considreth, thorow the same wyse that any-thing be
afore wist is said, for to be comming it is pronounced ; there is
nothing tofom wist but thing comming; foreweting is but of
trouth[e]; dour[el may nat be wist; wherfore, whan I sey that god
tofom wot any-thing, thorow necessith is thilke thing to be com- 8S
ruing; al is oon if I sey, it shal be. But this necessith neither
constrayneth ne defendeth any-thing to be or nat to be. Therfore
sothly, if love is put to be, it is said of necessit_ to be; or els, for it
is put nat to be, it is affirmed nat to be of necessit_ ; nat for that
necessit_ constrayneth or defendeth love to be or nat to be. For 9o
whan I say, if love shal be, of necessith it shal be, here foloweth
necessit_ the thing tofom put ; it is as moth to say as if it were thus
pronounced--" that thing shal be." Noon other thing signifyeth
this necessit_ but only thus: that shal be, may nat togider be
and nat be. Evenlich also it is soth, love was, and is, and shal 95
be, nat of necessit_ ; and nede is to have be al that was; and
nedcfful is to be al that is ; and comming, to al that shal be.
And it is nat the same to saye, love to be passed, and love
passed to be passed; or love present to be present, and love to
be present ; or els love to be comminge, and love comminge to be xoo
comming. Dyversit_ in setting of wordes maketh dyversit_ in
understandinge ; althotugh ] in the same sentence they accorden
of significacion; right as it is nat al oon, love swete to be swete,
and love to be swete. For moch love is bitter and sorguful , er
hertes ben esed; and yet it glad[d]eth thilke sorouful herte on xo5
suche love to thinke.'

' Forsothe,' quod I, ' outherwhile I have had mokel blisse in
herte of love that stoundmele hath me softly anoyed. And

7._-4. thynge. 74. eommende; ,]br comminge, onely. _._. thorowe
(twit), _6. done. 77. chflde, vnderstomi. 81. thorowe. 84. trouth.
dout 85. wote. thorowe. 86. if it sbal be ; omit if. 92. toforae,
93. None. 94. onely, xo2. altho, lo3. signification, one. xos.
eased, herr. 1o8. herr.
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certes, lady, for I see my-self thus knit with this Margarite-perle

_o as by bonde of your serv/ce and of no libert_ of wil, my herte wil
now nat acorde this service to love. I can detain in my-selfe
non otherwise but thorow necessit_ am I constrayned in this
service to abyde. But alas ! than, if I thorow nedeful compulsioun

maugre me be with-holde, litel thank for al my greet traveil have
H._ I than deserved.'

'Now,' quod this lady, ' I saye as I sayde: me lyketh this
mater to declare at the ful, and why: for many men have had

dyvers fantasyes and resons, both on one syde therof and in the
other. Of whiche right sone, I trowe, if thou wolt understonde,

x20 thou shalt conne yeve the sentence to the pattie more probable

by reson, and in soth knowing, by that I have of this mater
maked an ende.'

' Certes,' quod I, ' of these thinges longe have I had greet lust
to be lerned ; for yet, I wene, goddes wfl and his prescience

xa_ acordeth with my service in lovinge of this precious Margarite-
perle. After whom ever, in my herte, with thursting desyre were,

I do brenne ; unwasting, I langour and fade; and the day of my
desteny in dethe or in joye I ¢onbyde; but yet in th'ende I am
comforted "_bymy supposaile, in blisse and in joye to determine

x_o after my desyres.'

'That thing,' quoth Love, 'hastely to thee neigh, god graunt
of his grace and mercy ! And this shal be my prayer, til thou be
lykende in herte'at thyne owne wil. But now to enforme thee in

this mater (quod this lady) thou wost where I lefte ; that was:
35 love to be swete, and love swete to be swete, is not al oon for to

say. For a tree is nat alway by necessit_ white. Somtyme, er it
were white, it might have be nat white; and after tyme it is
white, it may be nat white. But a white tree evermore nedeful

is to be white; for neither toforn ne after it was white, might it
J4o be togider white and nat white. Also love, by necessitY, is nat

present as now in thee; for er it were present, it might have be
that it shulde now nat have be ; and yet it may be that it shal nat

be present ; but thy love present whiche to her, Margarite, thee

hath bounde, nedeful is to be present. Trewly, sore doing of

to9 se. peerle, xxo. herr. lXL howe. It2. thorowe.
H3. thorowe, xx4. thanke, great, it6. Nowe. zx8. reasons.
xao. shalte con. xal. reason, x_3. great lnste, z26. bert.
weete, za8. vnbyde (0. za9. be; for by. _33. howe. the.
J35. one. I$8. maye. z41. howe. the. :4 a. aowe. maye.
x43. the. 144. some.
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accion, nat by necessitY, is comminge fer toforn it be ; it may be z45
that it shal nat be comminge. Thing forsoth comming nedeful is
to be comming ; for it may nat be that comming shal nat be
comming. And right as I have sayd of present and of future
tymes, the same sentence in sothnesse is of the preterit, that is
to say, tyme passed. For thing passed must nedes be passed; and i_o
er it were, it might have nat be; wherfore it shulde nat have
passed. Right so, whan love comming is said of love that is to
come, nedeful is to be that is said; for thing comming never is nat
comminge. And so, ofte, the same thing we sayn of the same; as
whan we sayn "every man is a man," or "every lover is a lover," _Ss
so muste it be nedes. In no waye may he be man and no man to.
gider. And if it be nat by necessitY, that is to say nedeful, al thing
.comming to be comming, than somthing comming is nat com-
minge, and that is impossible. Right as these termes "nedeful,"
"necessitY," and "necessary" betoken and signify thing nedes _6o
to be, and it may nat otherwyse be, right [so] _,.his tenne "im-
possible" signifyeth, that [a] thing is nat and by no way may it be.
Than, thorow pert necessitY, al thing comming is comming; but
that is by necessit_ foloweth, with nothing to be constrayned.
Lol whan that "comming" is said of thinge, nat alway thing x6s
thorow necessit_ is, altho[ugh] it be comming. For if I say, "to-
morowe love is comming in this Margarites herte," nat therfore
thorow necessit_ shal the ilke love be ; yet it may be that it shal
nat be, altho[ugh] it were comming. Neverthelater, somtyme it
is soth that somthing be of necessit_ that is sayd "to come" ; as i7o
if I say, to-morowe _be comminge the rysinge of the sonne. If
therfore with necessit_ I pronounce comming of thing to come, in
this maner love to-mome comminge in thyne Margarite to thee-
ward, by necessit_ is comminge; or els the rysing of the sonne
to.morne comminge, through necessit_ is comminge. Love sothdy, I7S
whiche may nat be of necessit_ alone folowinge, thorow necessit_
comming it is mad certayn. For "futur" of future is said; that is to
sayn, "comming" of comminge is said ; as, if to-morowe oommiug
is thorow necessitY, comminge it is. Arysing of the sonne, thorow
two necessit_s in comming, it is to understande; that oon is to- 1so
for_e]going necessitY, whiche maketh thing to be; therfore it shal

be, for nedeful is that it ]_e. Another is folowing necessit_ whiche
x4._.action,feTre. 154.thy_ge, x._5.sayne, x6z.lsu,q_#,

so. these tcrmes; rtad this terme, x62. 1 _av_p/),L x63.-6,thorowe.
(tsm'_). I66. altho. 167. herr. 169. altho, x71. by; r¢_' be.
l D. the wtrde, z76. thorowe, x77. made certayne. 179. thomwe.
sSo. cae. to forgoing.
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nothing constrayneth to be, and so by ne'cessit_ it is to come; why ?
for it is to come. Now than, whan we sayn that god before wot

x85thing comming, nedeful [it] is to be comming ; yet therfore make
we nat in certayn evermore, thing to be thorow necessit_ com-
minge. Sothly, thing comming may nat be nat comming by no
way; for it is the same sentence of understanding as if we say
thus : if god beforn wot any-thing, nedeful is that to be comming.

_9o But yet therfore foloweth nat the prescience of God, thing thorow
necessit_ to be comming: for al-thoEugh] god toforn wot al
thinges comming, yet nat therfore he beforn wot every thing
comming thorow necessith. Some thinges he beforn wot corn-
ruing of free wil out of resonable creature.'

x95 ' Certes,' quod I, ' these termes "nede" and "necessitY" have
a queint maner of understanding; they wolden dullen many
mennes wittes.'

'Therfore,' quod she, ' I wol hem openly declare, and more
clerely than I have toforn, er I departe hen_ne]s.

CHAPTER IV.

ERE of this mater,' quod she, 'thou shalt understande
that, right as it is nat nedeful, god to wilne that he wil,

no more in many thinges is nat nedeful, a man to wilne that
he wol. And ever, right as nedeful is to be, what that god wo],

5 right so to be it is nedeful that man wol in tho thinges, whiche
that god hath put in-to mannes subjeccion of willinge ; as, if
a man wol love, that he love ; and if he ne wol love, that he love
nat ; and of suche other thinges in mannes disposicion. For-why,
now than that god wol may nat be, whan he wol the wil of man

xo thorow no necessit_ to be constrayned or els defended for to
wilne, and he wol th'effect to folowe the wil ; than is it nedefui,
wil of man to be free, and also to be that he woL In this maner

it is soth, that thorow necessit_ is mannes werke in lovlng, that
he wol do altho[ugh] he wol it nat with necessi.t_.'

r5 Quod I than, 'how stant it in love of thilke wil, sithen men

x_4. Nowe. I85. a'mp_ly it. 186. certayne, thynge, thorowe.
x87. maye. x9o. thorowe, x9x. wote. x93. thorowe. 2co.
hense; readhe_nes.

CH.IV. x. shslte. 6. subiection. 8. disposition. 9. howe.
xo. thorowe, xx. theffecte, folow, x2. xre. I3. thorowe.
x4. altho, x5. howestaute.
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Ioven willing of free choice in herte ? Wberfore. if it be thorow
necessitY, I praye you, lady, of an answere this question to
assoyle.'

' I wol,' quod she, 'answere thee blyvely. Right as men wil
not thorow necessith, right so is not love of wil thorow neeessit_ ; ao
ne thorow necessit_ wrought thilke same wil. For if he wolde
it not with good wil, it shulde nat have been wrought ; although
that he doth, it is nedeful to be doon. But if a man do sinne, it
is nothing els but to twilne that he shulde nat ; right so sinne
of wil is not to be [in] maner necessary don, no more than wil is a5
necessarye. Never-the-later, this is sothe; if a man wol sinne,
it is necessarye him to sinne, but th[r]ough thilke necessitY:nothing
is constrayned ne defended in the wil ; right so thilke thing that
free-wil wol and may, and not may not wilne ; and nedeful is
that to wilne he may not wilne. But thilke to wilne nedeful is ; for 30
impossible to him it is oon thing and the same to wilne and not to
wilne. The werke, forsothe, of wil, to whom it is yeve that it be that
he hath in wil, and that he wol not, voluntarie for spontanye it is ;
for by spontanye wil it is do, that is to saye, with good wil not
constrayned: than by wil not constrayned it is constrayned to 35
be ; and that is it may not _ctogiderbe. If this necessit_ maketh
libert_ of wil, whiche that, aforn they weren, they might have ben
eschewed and shonned: god than, whiche that knoweth al
tr_o]uthe, and nothing but tr[o]uthe, al these thinges, as they
arn spontanye or necessarie, _se_th ; and as he seeth, so they 40
ben..And so with these thing_ wel considred, it is open at the
ful, that without al manet repugnaunee god beforn wot al manet
thinges [that] ben don by _'ree wil, whiche, aforn they weren,
[it] might have ben [that] never they shulde be. And yet ben
they thorow a runner necessit_ from free wil t"cliscended. 45

Hereby may (quod she) lightly ben knowe that not al thinges to
be, is of necessitY, though god have hem in his prescience. For
sore thinges to be, is of libert_ of wil. And to make thee to have
ful knowinge of goddes beforn-weting, here me (quod she) what
I shal say.' 5o

16. thorowe, x9. the. ao-x. thorowe (t/trice). a 3. clothe, doone.

a4. wyl ; read wflne ; see 1._o. a S I supply in. done. a8. thynge.
_9 frewyl, maye. 3o. niiive. 3o-x.Son_ertwrdsrt/_ea_dker¢. 3I. one.
3a. whome. 33. of; read or. 36. togyt.her ; _-ead togider.
37. libcrtie, aforae. 59. truthe (twice). 4o. arae. syght; read'._._.
4 a. heroine. 45 Isu2_O/3vthat. fre. aforne. 44. Isu.h2_l,vit .a_d.tlmt"
45- frewyl xlisceadeth (1). 46. maye. 48. ltbertie, the. 49. oeamm.
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' Blythly, lady,' quod I, ' me list this mater entyrely to under-
stande.'

' Thou shalt,' quod she, ' understande that in heven is goddes
beinge ; although he be over al by power, yet there is abydinge of

55 devyne persone ; in whiche heven is everlastinge presence, with-
outen any movable tyme. There _ is nothing preterit ne passed,
there is nothing future ne comming ; but al thinges togider in that
place ben present everlasting, without any reeving. Wherfore, to
god, al thing is as now ; and though a thing be nat, in kyndly

6o nature of thinges, as yet, and if it shulde be herafter, yet evermore
we shul saye, god it maketh be tyme present, and now ; for no
future ne preterit in him may be founde. Wberfore his weting and
his before-weting is al oon in understanding. Than, ff weting
and before-weting of god putteth in necessit_ to al thinges whiche

65 he wot or before-wot; ne thing, after eternit_ or els after any
tyme, he wol or doth of libertY, but al of necessit_ : whiche thing
if thou wene it be ayenst reson, ]'than is] nat thorow necessit_ to
be or nat to be, al thing that god wot or before-wot to be or nat
to be ; and yet nothing defendeth any-thing to be wist or to be

7obefore-wist of him in our willes or our doinges to be don, or els
comminge to be for free arbitrement. Whan thou hast these
declaracions wel understande, than shalt thou fynde it resonable
at prove, and that many thinges be nat thorow necessit_ but
thorow libert_ of wil, save neeessit_ of free wil, as I tofore said,

7s and, as me thinketh, al utterly declared.'
' Me thinketh, lady,' quod I, 'so I shulde you nat displese, and

evermore your reverence to kepe, that these thinges contraryen in
any understanding; for ye sayu, somtyme is thorow libert_ of
wil, and also thorow necessitY. Of this have I yet no savour,

8o without better declaracion.'

' What wonder,' quod she, ' is there in these thinges, sithen al
day thou shalt see at thyne eye, in many thinges receyven in hem-
selfe revers, thorow dyvers resons, as thus :mI pray thee (quod
she) which thinges ben more revers than "comen" and "gon "?

s5 For if I bidde thee "come to me," and thou come, after, whan
I bidde thee "go," and thou go, thou rev_rsest fro thy first
comming.'

6_3. share. *AbreakltereinTh. 59- howe. thyage. 6L nowe.
3. one. 66. dothe. 67. reason. I su_/._,than _ thorowe. 69. thynge.

7o. done. 7x_.h,,,_e 7a. deda_tions. 73-4- thorowe(twk'e).
7.6.displease. 18. sayne. 78-9. thorowe. 8o. declaration. 8a.
state _. _3. reasons, the. 84. gone. 85-6. th_ Ch_'c#).
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'Thatissoth,'quod I.
' And yet,'quod she, _in thy first alone, by dyvers reson, was

ful reversinge to understande.' 9o
'As how ?' quod I.
' That shal I shewe thee,' quod she, ' by ensample of thinges

that have kyndly moving. Is there any-thing that meveth more
kyndly than doth the hevens eye, whiche I clepe the sonne ?'

'Sothly,' quod I, 'me semeth it is most kyndly to move.' 95
' Thou sayest soth,' quod she. 'Than, if thou loke to the

sonne, in what parte he be under heven, evermore he _hyeth him
in moving fro thilke place, and thyeth reeving toward the ilke
same place; to thilke place from whiche he goth he _hyeth
comminge ; and without any ceesinge to that place he neigheth _oo
from whiche he is chaunged and withdrawe. But now in these
thinges, after dyversit_ of resort, revers in one thinge may be seye
without repugnaunce. Wherfore in the same wyse, without any
repugnaunce, by my resons tofore maked, al is oon to beleve,
somthing to be thorow necessith comminge for it is comming, and lo5
yet with no necessit_ constrayned to be comming, hut with
necessit_ that cometh out of free wil, as I have sayd.'

Tho liste me a litel to speke, and gan stinte my penne of my
wryting, and sayde in this wyse.

'Trewly, lady, as me thinketh, I can allege authoritee_ grete, ,1o
that contrarien your sayinges. Job saith of mannes person,
"thou hast put his terme, whiche thou might not passe." Than
saye I that no man may shorte ne lengthe the day ordayned of
his °���¼�°�altho[ugh]somtyme to us it semeth sore man to do
a thing of free wil, wherthorow his deeth he henteth.' i x5

' Nay, forsothe,' quod she, ' it is nothing ayenst my saying ; for

god is not begyled , ne he seeth nothing wheder it shal come of
iibert_ or els of necessit_ ; yet it is said to be ordayned at god
immovable, whiche at man, or it be don, may be chaunged.
Suche thing is also that Poule the apostel saith of hem that tofore x_o
wern purposed to be sayntes, as thus : "whiche that god before
wiste and hath predestined conformes of images of his _sone, that
he shulde ben the firste begeten, that is to saye, here amonges

89. reuone. 9z. howe. 92. the. 97. heigheth; reodhyeth.
98. higheth ; read hyeth. Ipwarde. 99. gothe, heigheth; read hyeth.
[oo. _a.s]_ge. zoz. nowe. zo',. reason, sty. to 4. _-uons. one.
xo5. thorowe. 1o8. list. _ynt. xo9. nyd. Ixo. gret. zxz. sayenges.
lls. putte. HS. length. • n4. doyng; r_/dying, some. H_. thy.n_e.
-thorowe. dethe. _z6. Naye. sayeng, xs9. done. zao. sa_me.
toforaeweme. z2a._ sonae; rs_soae.
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many brethren; and whom he hath predestined, hem he hath
_25cleped ; and whom he hath cleped, hem he hath justifyed ; and

whom he hath justifyed, hem he hath magnifyed." This purpos,
after whiche they ben cleped sayntes or holy in the everlasting
present, whet is neither tyme passed ne tyme comminge, but ever
it is only present, and now as mokel a moment as sevin thousand

I3o winter ; and so ayenward withouten any mewing is nothing lich
temporel presence for thinge that there is ever present. Yet
amonges you men, er it be in your presence, it is movable thorow
l/bert_ of arbitrement. And right as in the everlasting present
no maner thing was ne shal be, but only /s; and now here, in

_35your temporel tyme, somthing was, and is, and shal be, but
movinge stoundes ; and in this is no maner repugnaunce : right
so, in the everlasting presence, nothing may be chaunged ; and,
in your temporel tyme, otherwhyle it is proved movable by libert_
of wil or it be do, withouten any inconvenience therof to folo.we.

t4o In your temporel tyme is no suche presence as in the tother; for
your present is don whan passed and to come ginnen entre ;
whiche tymes here amonges you everich esily foloweth other.
But the presence everlasting dureth in oonhed, withouten any
imaginable chaunging, and ever is present and now. Tr.ewly, the

J45 course of the planettes and overwhelminges of the sonne in dayes
and nightes, with a newe ginning of his circute after it is ended,
that is to sayn, oon yeer to folowe another: these maken your
transitory tymes with chaunginge of lyres and mutacion of people,
but right as your temporel presence coveiteth every place, and al

_5o thinges in every of your tymes be contayned, and as now both
seye and wist to goddes very knowinge.'

' Than,' quod I, ' me wondreth why Poule spak these wordes
by voice of significacion in tyme passed_ that god his sayntes
before-wist hath predestined, hath cleped, hath justifyed, and

_55hath magnifyed. Me thinketh, he shulde have sayd tho wordes
in tyme present; and that had ben more accordaunt to the

everlasting present than to have spoke in preterit voice of passed
understanding.'

'O,' quod Love, 'by these wordes I see wel thou hast litel
_6ounderstanding of the everlasting presence, or els of my before

z24. hrethcn'n. 126. purpose, x_9. onely, howe. thommad¢.
15o. ayenwarde, xSa. thoi'owe, s54. oaely. -hOWe. x4z. doae.
z4z. easely. 145. onehed. 144. howe 47. One_ea_. 148. mutation.
xSO.nowe. 351. soy. 15a. spake. 153. signification, x55. sayde.
159. se.
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spoken wordes ; for never a thing of th0 thou hast nempned was
tofore other or after other ; but al at ones evenlich at the god
ben, and al togider in the everlasting present be now to under-
standing. This eternal presence, as I sayd, hath inclose togider
in one al tymes, in which close and one al thinges that ben in x65
dyvers tymes and in dyvers places temporel, [and] without poste-
rioritb or priorit_ ben dosed ther in perpetual now, and maked
to dwelle in present sight. But there thou sayest that Poule shulde
have spoke thilke forsaid sentence _by tyme present, and that
most shulde have ben acordaunt to the everlasting presence, _7o
why gabbest thou tin thy wordes ? Sothly, I say, Poule moved
the wordes by significacion of tyme passed, to shewe fully that
thilk wordes were nat put for temporel s!gnificacion ; for al [at] thilk
tyme [of] thilke sentence were nat temporallich born, whiche that
Poule pronounced god have tofore knowe, and have cleped, than ITS
magnifyed. Wherthorow it may wel be knowe that Poule used tho
wordes of passed significacion, for nede and lacke of a worde
in mannes bodily speche betokeninge the everlasting presence.
And thedore, [in] worde moste semeliehe in lykenesse to ever-
lasting presence, he took his sentence; for thinges that here-xSo
beforn ben passed utterly be immovable, y-lyke to the everlasting
presence. As thilke that ben there never mowe not ben present,
so thinges of tyme passed ne mowe in no wyse not ben passed ;
but al thinges in your temporal presence, that passen in a litel
while, shuUen ben not present. So than in that, it is more t85
similitude to the everlasting presence, significacion of tyme passed
than of tyme temporal present, and so more in accordaunce. In
this maner what thing, of these that ben don thorow free arbitre-
merit, or els as necessary, holy grit pronounceth, after eternit_ he
speketh ; in whiche presence is everlasting sothe and nothing but xgo
sothe immovable ; nat after tyme, in whiche naught alway ben
your wiUes and your actes. And right as, while they be nat, it is

nat nedeful hem to be, so ofte it is nat nedeful that somtyme
they shulde be.'

'As how?' quod I; 'for yet I must be lerned by some_95
eBsample.'

' Of love,' quod she, 'wol I now en_mple make, sithen I knowe

x63, ;67. howe. " x66._rsuJ,2_y and. I67. therln;readther in. 168.
dweL x69. he; readby. 17z. to; readin, ZTa- 3. signification (twice).
I73. I.¢u2_lyat.. I74. were nat thilke sentence ; trans2_o_e_andin_ertof.
borne, x76. Wherthorowe.know. x_..ignification. _78. spech.
179. Isu_lyin; andom/thtaflerworde, xSo. toke. 1St. beforne. 186.
signification. 188. thynge, done thorowe fre. 189. writte, x97. howe.
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the heed-knotte in that yelke. I,o! somtyme thou wrytest no
art, ne art than in no wil to wryte. And fight as while thou

2oo wrytest nat or els wolt nat wryte, it is nat nedeful thee to wryte
or els wilne to wryte. And for to make thee knowe utterly that
thinges ben otherwise in the everlastinge presence than in
temporal tyme, see now, my good child : for somthing is in the
everlastinge presence, than in temporal tyme it was nat; in

205 teterne tyme, in eterne presence shal it nat be. Than no resort

defendeth, that somthing ne may be in tyme temporal moving,
that in eterne is immovable. Forsothe, it is no more contrary
ne revers for to be movable in tyme temporel, and [-imJmovable
in eternitY, than nat to be in any tyme and to be alway in

2_o eternit_ ; and to have be or els to come in tyme temporel, and
nat have be ne nought comming to be in eternitY. Yet never-
the-later. I say nat somthing to be never in tyme temporel, that
ever is [in] eternit_; but al-only in som tyme nat to be. For
I saye nat thy love to-morne in no tyme to be, but to-day alone

2x5 I deny it to be; and yet, never-the-hter, it is alway in eternitY.'
' A ! so,' quod I, ' it semeth to me, that comming thing or els

passed here in your temporal tyme to be, in eternit_ ever now
and present oweth nat to be demed ; and yet foloweth nat thilke
thing, that was or els shal be, in no maner ther to ben passed

22o or els comming; than utterly shul we deny for there without
ceesing it is, in his present manet.'

'O,' quod she, 'myne owne disciple, now ginnest thou [bel
able to have the name of my servaunt I Thy wit is clered; away
is now errour of cloude in unconning ; away is blyndnesse of

22._love; away is thoughtful study of medling maners. Hastely
shalt thou entre in-to the joye of me, that am thyn owne
maistres! Thou hast (quod she), in a fewe wordes, we1 and
clercly concluded mokel of my mater. And right as there is
no revers ne contrarioustee in tho thinges, right so, withouten

230any repugnannce, it is sayd somthing to be movable in tyme
temporel, fafore it be, that in eternit6 dwelleth immovable, nat
afore it be or after that it is, but without cessing ; for fight
naught is there after _me; that same is there'everlastinge that

xg_. arte(/w_). aoo. the. 2oz. the.. _o3. s¢howe. childe.
somtayage. 2o5. eteralte;re.adeteme., reason, ao8. movable(I).
2xo. a_adhaveto be.. 2J3. l_ly in. al aaely, aomtyme. 2z5. deny
neit; _/t he. alwaye, sz 7. nowe. ax9. -thyage. thereto;
ther to. 22a. ceasyag. 2a2. now_ Isup2_lybe.. 2a3. wire.
a24. howe. awaye, aa6. ahalt¢. 2a7. haste, a29. contrarioustie.
_3x. andfor; re.adafor¢.
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temporaJliche somtyme nis; and tofom it be, it may not be, as
I have say&' 2a5

' Now sothly,' quod I, ' this have I we1 understande; so that
now me thinketh, that prescience of god and free arbitrement
withouten any repugnaunce acorden; and that maketh the
strength of eternitY, whiche encloseth by presence during al
tymes, and al thinges that ben, han ben, and shul ben in any a4o
tyme. I wolde now (quod 1) a litel understande, sithen that
[god] al thing thus before wot, whether thilke wetinge be of tho
thinges, or els thilke thinges ben to ben of goddes weting, and so
of god nothing is ; and ffevery thing be thorow goddes weting, and
therof take his being, than shulde god be maker and auctour ;45
of badde werkes, and so he shulde not righffuUy punisshe yvel
doinges of mankynde.'

Quod Love, ' I shal telle thee, this lesson to lerne. Myne
owne trewe servaunt, the noble philosophical poete in Englissh,
whiche evermore him besieth and _ravayleth right sore my name 25o
to encrese (wherfore al that willen me good owe to do him
worship and reverence bothe; trewiy, his better ne his pere in
scole of my rules coude I never fyndey--he (quod she), in a tretis
that he made of my servant Troilus, hath this mater touched, and
at the ful this question assoyled. Certaynly, his noble sayinges 255
can I not amende ; in goodnes of gentil manliche speche, without
any maner of nycet_ of tstoriers imaginacion, in witte and in
good resort of sentence he passeth al other makers. In the boke
of Troilus, the answere to thy question mayst thou lerne. Never-
the-later, yet may lightly thyne understandinge somdel ben 1creed, 26o
if thou have knowing of these to-fornsaid thinges ; with that thou
have understanding of two the laste chapiters of this seconde
boke, that is to say, good to be somthing, and bad to wante al
manet being. For badde is nothing els but absence of good ;
and I'as] that god in good maketh that good dedes ben good, 265
in yvel he maketh that they ben but naught, that they ben bad;
for to nothing is badnesse to be [lykned].'

' I have,' quod I tho, 'ynough knowing therin ; me nedetli of
other thinges to here, that is to saye, how I shal come to my
blisse so long desyred.' 27o

234. tofome, maye. _s36. Nowe. a37. howe. fre. s41. aowe.
24s. I _ god. beforne. 244. nothynge, thorowe, s48. tel the.
sSl.encreaae. 253. schole, treatise, a55. uye.nges, s,56.ge.ntyl
manlyche. SST.nycite. _arieres(I). a58. reason, a59. mayste.
'46o.somdd¢, a65. want. a65. I m._ly as. ;,67.l m_p/_,lykned.
:,69. howe.
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CHAPTER V.

' T N this mater toforn declared,' quod Love, 'I have wel
I shewed, that every man hath free arbitrement of thinges in

his power, to do or undo what him lyketh. Out of this grounde
muste come the spire, that by processe of tyme shal in greetnesse

5 sprede, to have braunches and blosmes of waxing frute in grace,
of whiche the taste and the savour is endelesse bllsse, in joye
ever to onbyde.'#

'Now, trewly, lady, I have my grounde wel understonde;
but what thing is thilke spire that in-to a tree shulde wexe?

xo Expowne me that thing, what ye therof mene.'
' That shal I,' quod she, 'blithly, and take good .hede to the

wordes, I thee rede. Continuaunce in thy good service, by long_
processe of tyme in ful hope abyding, without any chaunge to
wilne in thyne herte, this is the spire. Whiche, if it be wel kept

z5 and governed, shal so hugely springe, til the fruit of grace is
plentuously out-sprongen. For although thy wil be good, yet
may not therfore thilk blisse desyred hastely on thee discenden ;
it must abyde his sesonable tyme. And so, by processe of
growing, with thy good traveyle, it shal in-to more and more wexe,

2o til it be found so mighty, that windes of yvel speche, ne scornes
of envy, make nat the traveyle overthrowe ; ne frostes of mistrust,
ne hayles of jelousy fight litel might have, in harming of suche
springes. Every yonge setling lightly with smale stormes is
apeyred ; but whan it is woxen somdel in gretnesse, than ban

25 grete blastes and Tweders but litel might, any disadvantage to
them for to werche.'

'Myne owne soverayne lady,' quod I, 'and welth of myne
herte, and it were lyking un-to your noble grace therthrough nat
to be displesed, I suppose ye erren, now ye maken jelousy, envy,

3o and distourbour to hem that ben your servauntes. I have lerned
ofte, to-forn this tyme, that in every lovers herte greet plent'ee of

jelousyes greves ben sowe, wherfore (me thinketh) ye ne ought
in no maner accompte thilke thing among these other welked
wivers and venomous serpentes, as envy, mistrust, and yvel

35 speche.'

CH.V. a. fre. 4- grelttnesse. 6. ioy. *,4 break_,re in Th.
8. Nowe. Io. meane, la. the. x5. fruite, x6. -1thoughe, x7. the.
24. somdele. 25. great, wethers; _ weden,. _8. heft. 29.
displeased, hOWe. 3x. to.forae, herrgreatplcntie. 33. thynge.
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'0 role,'quod she,'mistrustwithfoly,withyvelwilmedled,

engendreththatwelkedpaddeI Truely,iftheyweredistroyed,
jelousyundon wereforever;and yetsome maner of jelousy,
Iwot we],iseverredyinalthehertesofmy treweservauntes,as

thus : to be jelous over him-selfe, lest he be cause of his own 4o
disese. This jelousy in ful thought ever shulde be kept, for
ferdnesse to lese his love by miskeping, thorow his owne doing in
leudnesse, or els thus: lest she, that thou servest so fervently, is
beset there her better lyketh, that of al thy good service she
compteth nat a cresse. These jelousies in herte for acceptable 45
qualitees ben demed; these oughten every trewe lover, by kyndly
[manet], evermore haven in his mynde, til fully the grace and
blisse of my service be on him discended at wil. And he that
than je|ousy caccheth, or els by wening of his owne folisshe
wilfulnesse mistrusteth, truely with fantasy of venire he is foule 5o
begyled. Yvel wil hath grounded thilke mater of sorowe in his
leude soule, and yet nat-for-than to every wight shulde me nat
truste, ne every wight fully misheleve ; the mene of these thinges
t'oweth to be used. Sothly, withouten causeful evidence mistrust
in jelousy shulde nat be wened in no wyse person commenly; 55
suche leude wickednesse shulde me nat fynde. He that is wyse
and with yvel wil nat be acomered, can abyde wel his tyme, til
grace and blisse of his service folowing have him so mokel esed,
as his abydinge toforehande hath him disesed.'

'Certes, lady,' quod I tho, ' of nothing me wondreth, sithen 6o
thilke blisse so precious is and kyndly good, and wel is and worthy
in kynde whan it is medled with love and resort, as ye toforn
have declared. Why, anon as hye oon is spronge, why springeth
nat the tother? And anon as the oon cometh, why rece)weth nat
the other ? For every thing that is out of his kyndly place, by ful 65
appetyt ever cometh thiderward kyndely_o drawe ; and his kyndly
being ther-to him constrayneth. And the kyndly stede of this
blisse is in suehe wil medled to "]'onbyde,and nedes in that it
shulde have his kyncUybeing. Wherfore me thinketh, anon as that
wil to be shewed and kid him profreth, thilke blisse shulde him 7_
hye, thilk wil to receyve; or els kynde[s] of goodnesse worchen
nat in hem as they shulde. Ix), be the sonne never so fer, ever

38. vndone. 41, di______ 42. thorowe. 47- arru_lY manet.
49. catchcth. ,_o. venyme. 53. tnu_ meane. 54.. owea ; r_zd
oweth. 58. eased. ._9.d_ 62. reason. 63. one. sproug.
64. auone, one. 66. appetite, thideaw_de. 68. vnbyde;re4rdonbyde.
7o. kTdde. 71. kynde; re=dkyndcs. 7a. ferr¢.
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it hath his kynde werching in erthe. Greet weight on hye on-
lofte caried stinteth never til it come to this resting-place. Waters

75 to the see-ward ever ben they drawing. Thing that is light
blythly wil nat sinke, but ever ascendeth and upward draweth.
Thus kynde in every thing his kyndly cours and his beinge-place
sheweth. Wherfore tby kynde, on this good wil, anon as it were
spronge, this blisse shulde thereon diseende ; her kynde[s] wolde,

8o they dweUeden togider ; and so have ye sayd your-selfe.'
' Certes,' quod she, ' thyne herte sitteth wonder sore, this blisse

for to have ; thyne herte is sore agreved that it tarieth so longe ;
and ff thou durstest, as me thinketh by thyne wordes, this blisse
woldest thou blame. But yet I saye, thilke blisse is kyndly good,

85 and his kyndely place [is] in that wil to tonbyde. Never-the-later,
their comming togider, after kyndes ordinaunce, nat sodaynly
may betyde; it muste abyde tyme, as kynde yeveth him leve.
For if a man, as this wil medled gonne him shewe, and thflke
blisse in haste folowed, so lightly comminge shulde lightly cause

9o going. Longe tyme of thursting causeth drink to be the more
delicious whan it is atasted.'

'How is it,' quod I than, ' that so many blisses see I al day at
myne eye, in the firste moment of a sight, with suche wil accorde ?
Ye, and yet other-whyle with wil assenteth, singulerly by him-selfe;

95 there resou fayleth, traveyle was non ; service had no tyme. This
is a queynt rnaner thing, how suche doing cometh aboute.'

'O,' quod she, ' that is thus. The erthe kyndely, after sesons
and tymes of the yere, bringeth forth innumerable herbes and
trees, bothe profitable and other ; but suche as men might leve

zoo(though they nought in norisshinge to mannes kynde serven, or
els suche as tournen sone unto mennes confusion, in case that
therof they ataste), comen forth out of the erthe by their owne
kynde, withouten any mannes cure or any businesse in traveyle.
And the ilke herbes that to mennes lyvelode necessarily serven,

io5 without whiche goodly in this lyre creatures mowen nat enduren,
and most ben _norisshinge to mankynde, without greet traveyle,
greet tilthe, and longe abydinge-tyme, comen nat out of the erthe,
and _v]it with sede toforn ordayned, suche herbes to make springe

73- great. 74- this; readhis. 75. see warde. 77. course. 78. be;
read by. 79. kynde;readkyndes. 8o. sayde. 8x-2. herr. 8.5.
f_up_l_,is, vnbyde;readonbyde. 87. maye. leaue. 9o. drinke. 9_,.
Howe'. se. daye. 95. reason, none. 96. thynge_Aowe. 97- seuont.
98. forthe. 99. leaue, xoo._ey werenought;omitwere. zox. moQe.
1o2. forthe, xo6. noriuhen;readnor_f_h4-_. 1o6-7. gnat (_).
1o8. it; re._yit; s_eLxxx. Nedetoforne. spring.
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and forthgrowe. Right so the parfit blisse, that we have in meninge
of during-tyme to abyde, may nat come so lightly, but with greet Ho
traveyle and fight besy tilth ; and yet good seed to be sowe ; for
ofte the croppe fayleth of badde seede, be it never so wel traveyled.
And thilke blisse thou spoke of so lightly in comming, trewly, is
nat necessary ne abydinge ; and but it the better be stamped,
and the venomous jeuse out-wrongen, it is lykely to enpoysonen z_5
al tho that therof tasten. Certes, right bitter ben the herbes that
shewen first [in] the yere of her own kynde. We1 the more is the
harvest that yeldeth many graynes, tho longe and sore it hath ben
traveyled. What woldest thou demen if a man wold yeve three
quarters of nobles of golde? That were a precious gift?' x2o

' Ye, certes,' quod I.
'And what,' quod she, ' three quarters ful of perles ?'
' Certes,' quod I, ' that were a fiche gift.'
' And what,' quod she, ' of as mokel azure ?'
Quod I, 'a precious gift at fuL' 125
' Were not,' quod she, ' a noble gift of al these atones ?'
'In good faith,' quod I, 'for wanting of Englissh naming of

so noble a worde, I can not, for preciousnesse, yeve it a name.'
'Rightfully,' quod she, ' hast thou demed ; and yet love, knit

in vertue, passeth al the gold in this erthe. Good wil, accordant x3o
to resort, with no maner propert_ may be countrevayled. A1 the
azure in the worlde is nat to accompte in respect of reson. Love
that with good wil and reson accordeth, with non erthly riches
may nat ben amended. This yeft hast thou yeven, I know it
my-selfe, and thy Margarite thilke gift hath receyved ; in whiche I3s
thinge to rewarde she hath her-selfe bounde. But thy gift, as
I said, by no maner riches may be amended ; wherfore, with
thinge that may nat be amended, thou shalt of thy Margarites
rightwisenesse be rewarded. Right suffred yet never but every
good dede somtyme to be yolde. AI wolde thy Margarite with I4o
no rewarde thee q uyte, right, that never-more dyeth, thy mede in
merit wol purvey. Certes, such sodayn blisse as thou first
nempnest, right wil hem rewarde as thee wel is worthy; and
though at thyn eye it semeth, the reward the desert to passe,
right can after sende suche bitternesse, evenly it to rewarde. So '45

IO9. forthe, parfyte, me_ynR_e. IIo. _"_ |IX. _ede,I_/y in. xIg-laa, thre (_vice). laa. . 1a3-6. gifte (tArie .
la 9, _ knyt_e, x3o. golde, 13t. reason, x3a, respecte. 13a- _.
rea_a (tat/ce). 136. giRe, i4x. the. i42. soday_e. 143. the.
144, rewarde,
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that sodayn blisse, by al wayes of reson, in gret goodness_ may
not ben acompted ; but blisse long, both long it abydeth, and
endlesse it wol laste. See why thy wil is endelesse. For if thou
lovedest ever, thy wil is ever ther t'abyde and neveremore to

xSochaunge ; evenhed of rewarde must ben don by right ; than muste
nedes thy grace and this blisse [ben] endelesse in joye to tonbyde.
Evenliche disese asketh evenliche joye, whiche hastely thou shalt
have.'

' A !' quod I, ' it suffyseth not than alone good wil, he it never
_55so wel with reson medled, but-if it be in good service longe

travayled. And so through service shul men come to the joye;
and this, me thinketh, shulde be the wexing tree, of which ye first
reeved. #

CHAPTER VI.

OW, lady,' quod I, 'that tree to sette, fayn wolde I lerne.'
'So thou shalt,' quod she, 'er thou depart hence. The

first thing, thou muste sette thy werke on grounde siker and good,
accordaunt to thy springes. For if thou desyre grapes, thou

s goest not to the hasel ; he, for to fecehen roses, thou sekest not
on okes ; and if thou shalt have hony-soukels, thou levest the
frute of the soure docke. Wherfore, if thou desyre this blisse in
parfit joye, thou must sette thy purpos there venue foloweth, and
not to loke after the bodily goodes ; as I sayd whan thou were

xowryting in thy seconde boke. And for thou hast set thy-selfe in
so noble a place, and utterly lowed in thyn herte the misgoing of
thy first purpos, this Ssetling is the esier to springe, and the more
lighter thy soule in grace to be iissed. And trewly thy desyr,
that is to say, thy wil algates mot ben stedfast in this mater with-

x5 out any ehaunginge ; for if it be stedfast, no man may it voyde.'
'Yes, pardh,' quod I, ' my wil may ben turned by frendes, and

disese of manace and thretning in lesinge of my lyfe and of my
limmes, and in many other wyse that now eometh not to mynde.
And also it mot ofte ben out of thought ; for no remembraunce

_omay holde con thing continueUy in herte, be it never so lusty
desyre&'

I46. sodayne, reason. 748. last. Se. 149. tabyde. . x._x.
ben. Joy. vnbyde(0, lSa. io.y. 157. tre. *A bre.a/_/_'re/nJ'UT_.\

CtL Vl. L Nowe. set fayne. 3- set. 5" fetchen. 6. leauest.
8. parfiteioy, met. purpose. IO. booke, haste, la. purpose. _tel_;

readsetling. I3. detyre, x4. mote. xs-z6, n_ye (tw_e). z7.
18. howe. x9. mote. 2o. one.
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' Now see,' quod she, ' thou thy wil shal folowe, thy free wil to
be grounded continuelly to abyde. It is thy free wil, that thou
lovest and hast loved, and yet slml loven this Margaryte-perle ;
and in thy wil thou thinkest to holde it. Than is thy wil knit 25
in love, not to chaunge for no newe lust hesyde ; this wil techeth
thyn herte from al maner varying. But than, although thou be
thretened in dethe or els in otherwyse, yet is it in thyn arbitre-
ment to chose, thy love to voyde or els to holde ; and thilke
arbitrement is in a maner a jugement hytwene desyr and thy 3o
herte. And if thou deme to love thy good wil fayleth, than art
thou worthy no blisse that good wil shulde deserve ; and if thou
chose continuaunee in thy good service, than thy good wil
abydeth; nedes, blisse folowing of thy good wil must come by
strength of thilke jugement; for thy first wil, that taught thyn 35
herte to abyde, and halt it from th'eschaunge, with thy reson
is accorded. Trewly, this manet of wil thus shal abyde ; im-
possible it were to turne, if thy herte be trewe ; and if every
man diligently the meninges of his wil consider, he shal wel
understande that good wil, knit with reson, but in a false herte 40
never is voyded; for power and might of keping this good wil is
thorow liberth of arbitrement in herte, but good wil to kepe
may not fayle. Eke than if it fayle, it sheweth it-selfe that good
wil in keping is not there. And thus false wil, that putteth out
the good, anon constrayneth the herte to accorde in lovinge of 4._
thy good wil; and this aceordaunce bitwene false wil and thyn
herte, in falsit_ ben lykened _togider. Yet a litel wol I say
thee in good wil, thy good willes to rayse and strengthe. Tak
hede to me (quod she) how thy willes thou shalt understande.
Right as ye hart in your body dyvers membres, and fyve sondrye so
wittes, everiche apart to his owne doing, whiche thinges as
instrumen'tes ye usen ; as, your handes apart to handle; feet,
to go ; tonge, to speke ; eye, to see: right so the soule hath
in him certayne steringes and strengthes, whiche he useth as
instrumentes to his certayne doinges. Reson is in the soule, 5S
which he useth, thinges to knowe and to prove ; and wil, whiche
he useth to wilne ; and yet is neyther wil ne reson al the soule ;
but everich of hem is_a thing by him-selfe in the soule. And

• a. Nowese. as, =_'.frewyl(_twk'e). a4. haste, a6. teacheth.
a7. varyeng. 3o. dew/re. 3x. arte. 36. halte. 38. he_ 4o.
_re_____on.42. thorowe, heat. 45. auone. 47. togyther. 48. the.
streW, Take. 49- howe. 5z-a. aparte(tw/ce). 5a. fete. 53. se.
r_- Keason. 57. _aaou.
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right as everich hath thus singuler instrumentes by hemselfe,
6o they hart as wel dyvers aptes and dyvers maner usinges; and

thilke aptes mowen in wil ben cleped affections. Affeccion is
an instrument of willinge in his apetytes. Wherfore mokel folk
sayn, if a resonable creatures soule any thing fervently wilneth,
affectuously he wilneth ; and thus may wil, by terme of equivocas,

6s in three wayes ben understande. Oon is instrument of willing ;
another is affection of this instrument ; and the third is use, that
setteth it a-werke. Instrument of willing is thilke strength of the
soule, which that constmyneth to wilne, right as reson is instru-
ment of resons, which ye usen whan ye loken. Affection of this

7o instrument is a thing, by whiche ye be drawe desyrously any-
thing to wilne in coveitous maner, al be it for the tyme out
of your mynde ; as, if it come in your thought thilke thing to
remembre, anon ye ben willing thilke to done or els to have.
And thus is instrument wil; and affeccion is wil also, to wilne

75 thing as I said; as, for to wilne helth, whan wil nothing theron
thinketh ; for anon as it cometh to memorie, it is in wil. And so
is affeccion to wilne slepe, whan it is out of mynde ; but anon
as it is remembred, wil wilneth slepe, whan his tyme cometh of
the doinge. For affeccion of wil never accordeth to sicknesse,

8o ne alway to wake. Right so. in a true lovers affeccion of willing,
instrument is to wilne tr[o]uthe in his service ; and this affeccion
alway abydeth, although he be sleping or thretned, or els not
theron thinking; but anon as it cometh to myade, anon he is
stedfast in that wil to abyde. Use of this instrument forsothe

8_ is another thing by himselfe; and that have ye not but whan
ye be doing in willed thing, by affect or instrument of wil
purposed or desyred ; and this maner of usage in my service
wysely nedeth to be ruled from wayters with envy dosed, from
spekers ful of jangeling wordes, from proude folk and hautayn,

9o that lambes and innocentes bothe scornen and dispysen. Thus
in doing varieth the actes of willinge everich from other, and yet
ben they cleped "wil," and the name of wil utterly owen they to
have ; as instrument of wil is wil, whan ye turue in-to purpos of
any thing to don, be it to sitte or to stand¢, o_ any such thing

95 els. This instrument may ben had, although affect and usage be
left out of doing ; right as ye have sight and reson, and yet alway

6I. affections. Affection. 6a. folke. 65. thre. One. 68. reuom.
69. Affectioa. 74- affection. 75. thynge. 77--81.a_cctioa(.fmwr
t/rags). 86. affecte. 93. purpose. 94- s_.
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useye• _'nattoloke,[ne]thingeswithresonningtoprove;and so
is instrument of wil, wil; and yet varyeth he from effect and
using bothe. Affeccion of wil also for wil is clepod, but it varyeth
from instrument in this maner wyse, by that nameliche, whan it too
cometh in-to mynde, anon-right it is in willinge desyred, and the
negatif therof with willing nil not acorde ; this is closed in herte,
though usage and instrument slepe. This slepeth whan instru-
ment and us[e] waken; and of suche maner affeccion, trewly,
some man hath more and some man lesse. Certes, trewe lovers los
wenen ever therof to litel to have. False lovers in litel wench

have right mokel. Lo, instrument of wil in false and trewe
bothe, evenliche is proporcioned ; but affeceion is more in some
places than in some, byeause of the goodnesse that foloweth, and
that I thinke hereafter to declare. Use of this instrument is wil,, _o
but it taketh his name whan wilned thing is in doing ; but utterly
grace to cacche in thy blisse +desyreth to ben rewarded. Thou
most have than affeccion of wil at the ful, and use whan his
tyme asketh wysely to ben governed. Sothly, my disciple,
without fervent affeccion of wil may no man ben saved. This "s
affeccion of good service in good love may not ben grounded,
without fervent desyr to the thing in wil coveited. But he that
never reccheth to have or not to have, affeccion of wil in that
hath no resting-place. Why ? For whan thing cometh to mynde,
and it be not taken in hede to comin or not come, therfore in _aa
that place affeccion fayleth; and, for thilke affeccion is so litel,
thorow whiche in goodnesse he shulde come to his grace, the
litelnesse wil it not suffre to avayle by no way in-to his helpes.
Certes, grace and reson thilke affeccion foloweth. This affeccion,
with reson knit, dureth in everiche trewe herte, and evermore _a5
is encresing; no ferdnesse, no strength may it remove, whyle
tr[o]uthe in herte abydeth. Sothly, whan falsheed ginneth entre,
tr[o]uthe draweth away grace and joye bothe; but than thilke
falsheed, that trouth[e] hath thus voyded, hath unknit the bond
of understanding resort bytwene wil and the herte. And who-so t3o
that bond undoth, and unknitteth wil to be in other purpose
than to the first accorde, knitteth him with eontrarye of resort ;

97. *Abma_,_erei_Tb_neought; rein/nat. Iru/_0/yne. 98. effecte.
99-Affection. Ioo. nameIyche. ,o2. negatyfe. Io3, thoughe. 1o4. vs.
Io4--8.affection(twi_x). t12. catche, desyred;re.4ddesyreth. 113.muste..
affection(o/ten). ix7. desyre. "IxS.retcheth. 12o comyn. 124-5.
reason(tu_e). x_5. knytte. I26. encreasyng,maye. x28. ioy.
both. xa9. bonde. _3o-2.reason. 131. bondevndothe.
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and that is unreson. Lo, than, wil and unreson bringeth a man
from the blisse of grace ; whiche thing, of pure kynde, every man

_35 ought to shonne and to eschewe, and to the knot of wil and resort
confirme.

Me thinketh,' quod she, ' by thy studient lokes, thou wenest in

these wordes me to contrarien from other sayinges here-toforn
in other place, as whan thou were somtyme in affeccion of wil to

]4o thinges that now ban brought thee in disese, which I have thee
consayled to voyde, and thyn herte discover; and there I made
thy wil to ben chaunged, whiche now thou wenest I argue to

with[h]olde and to kepe! Shortly I say, the revers in these
wordes may not ben founde ; for though dronkennesse be for-

_45 boden, men shul not alway ben drinklesse. I trowe right, for

thou thy wil out of reson shulde not tourne, thy wil in one reson
shulde not "l'onbyde. I say, thy wil in thy first purpos with
unreson was closed ; constrewe forth of the remenant what thee

good lyketh. Trewly, that wil and reson shulde be knit togider,
xso was free wil of reson; after tyme thyne herte is assentaunt to them

bothe, thou might not chaunge. But if thou from rule of reson

varye, in whiche variaunce to come to thilke blisse desyred, con-.
trariously thou werchest ; and nothing may knowe wil and reson

but love alone. Than if thou voide love, than tweyvest [thou]
_55 the bond that knitteth ; and so nedes, or els xight lightly, that

other gun a-sondre ; wherfore thou seest apertly that love holdeth

this knot, and amaystreth hem to be bounde. These thinges, as

a ring in circuit of wrethe, ben knit in thy soule without departing.'
'A! let be! let be!' quod I; 'it nedeth not of this no

]6o rehersayle to make; my soule is yet in parfit blisse, in thinking of
that knotte !'

CHAPTER VII.

' _ TERY trouth,' quod she, 'hast thou now conceyved of these
V thinges in thyne herte; hastely shalt thou be able very

joye and parfit blisse to receyve; and now, I wot wel, thou
desyrest to knowe the maner of braunches tha_ out of the tree

5 shulde springe.'

133. unreason(t_/ce), x3._. 'reason z38. say,rages, toforne. 139.
affection, x4o. nowe. the. disease, the. 146. reasml(tw/cs).
147. vnbyde; readonbyde, p.u_e.. _48. unreason, remenante, the.
15o. fre. x49--rSX,reason (ti_ice). x54. weuest ; re.adweyvestthom
155. bonde. 156. gone. z58. tinge. I6o. pm'_. *.,4 br,mh _'e in Th.

CH. VIL z. nowe. z. bert. 3- parfyte, now,, 5..spring.
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'Therof, lady,' quod I, 'hertely I you pray; for than leve
I twel, that right sone after I shal ataste of the frute that I so
long have desyred.'

' Thou hast herd,' quod she, 'in what wyse this tree toforn this
have I declared, as in grounde and in stocke of wexing. First, xo
the ground shulde be thy free wil, ful in thyne herte ; and the
stocke (as I sayde)shulde be continuaunce in good service by
long tyme in traveyle, til it were in greetnesse right wel woxen.
And whan this tree suche greetnesse hath caught as I have
rehersed, the braunches than, that the frute shulde forth-bringe, xs
speche must they be nedes, in voice of prayer in complayning
wyse used.'

'Outl alas!' quod I tho, 'he is soroufully wounded that
hydeth his speche, and spareth his complayntes to make ! What
shal I speke the care ? But payne, even lyk to helle, sore hath 20
me assayled, and so ferforth in payne me thronge, that I leve my
tree is seer, and never shal it frute forth bringel Certes, he is
greetly esed, that dare his prevy mone discover to a true felowe,
that conning hath and might, wherthrough his pleint in any thinge
may ben amended. And mokel more is he joyed, that with herte 25
of hardinesse dare complayne to his lady what cares that he
suffreth, by hope of mercy with grace to be avaunced. Truely
I saye for me, sithe I cam this Margarit to serve, durst I never me
discover of no maner disese; and wel the later hath myn herte
hardyed suche thinges to done, for the grete bountees and worthy ao
refresshmentes that she of her grace goodly, without any desert on
my halve, ofte hath me rekened. And nere her goodnesse the
more with grace and with mercy medled, which passen al desertes,
traveyls, and servinges that I in any degre might endite, I wolde
wene I shulde be without recover, in getting of this blisse for as
ever I Thus have I stilled my disese ; thus have I c_vered ray
care ; that I brenne in sorouful anoy, as gledes and coles wasten
a fyr under deed asshen. Wel the hoter is the fyr that with
asshen it is ovedeyn. Right longe this wo have I suffred.'

' Lo,' quod Love, ' how thou farest I Me thinketh, the palasy- 40
yvel hath acomered _y wittes ; as faste as thou hyest forward,
anon sodaynly backward thou movestl Shal nat yet al thy
leudnesse out of thy brd_nes ? Dul ben thy skilful understandinges;

7. wol; readwel, soone, atast. 9. herde, tre. ZL grounde.
• frewyL herr. 13. gre_eue. J4. gretneue, no. lyke. hel.

aa. tr_ bring, a3.greatlyeased, a8. came. a9- disease.
3o. greatbo.afl_ 36. disease. 37. bre.. 3S. /')'re(twt2¢).
4o. aowe. 4z. forwarde. 42. backwarde.
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thy wil hath thy wit so amaistred. Wost thou nat wel (quod she)
45 but every tree, in his scsonable tyme of burjoninge, shewe his

blomes fro within, in signe of what frute shulde out of him
springe, els the frute for that yere men halt delivered, be the
ground never so good ? And though the stocke be mighty at
the ful, and the braunches seer, and no burjons shewe, farwel the

5o gardinerl He may pype with an yv_-lefe ; his frute is fayled.
Wherfore thy braunches must burjonen in presence of thy lady, ff
thou desyre any frute of thy ladies grace. But beware of thy lyre,
that thou no wode lay use, as in asking of thinges that strecchen
in-to shame ! For than might thou nat spede, by no runner way

55 that I can espy. Venue wol nat suffre villany out of him-selfe to
springe. Thy wordes may nat be queynt, ne of subtel maner
understandinge. Freel-witted people supposen in suche poesies
to be begyled ; in open understandinge must every word be used.
"Voice without clere understanding of sentence," saith Aristotel,

6o "right nought printeth in herte." Thy wordes than to abyde in
herte, and clene in ful sentence of trewe mening, platly must
thou shewe ; and ever be obedient, her hestes and her wils to
performe ; and be thou set in suche a wit, to were by a loke
ever-more what she meneth. And he that list nat to speke, but

65 stilly his disese suffer, what wonder is it, tho[ugh] he come never
to his blisse ? Who that traveyleth unwist, and coveyteth thing
unknowe, unweting he shal be quyted, and with unknowe thing
rewarded.'

' Good lady,' quod I than, ' it hath ofte be sene, that _eders
7oand stormes so hugely have falle in burjoning-tyme, and by perte

duresse han beten of the springes so clene, wherthrough the frute
of thilke yere hath fayled. It is a greet grace, whan burjons ban
good tweders, their flutes forth to bringe. Alas! than, after
suche stormes, how hard is it to avoyde, til efte wedring and

75 yeres ban maked her circute c.ours al about, er any frute be able
to be tasted I He is shent for shame, that foule is rebuked of his
speche. He that is in lyre brenning sore smarteth for disese ;
him thinketh ful long er the water come, th'at shulde the fyr
quenche. While men gou after a leche, the body is buryed.

8o Lol how semely this flute wexethl Me thinketh, that of.tho

,_7. spring, halte. 48. grounde. 53. wodelay_ stretchen. 56.
spring. 5S. word©. 6o-x. herr (twh-e). 64. mc_ueth. 65. disease.
69. wethers;r,_/weders. 7o. faL 71. beaten. ?a. great. 73-
wethers;rtadweders,, forthe. 74- howeharde. 77. disea_ 78.
lyre. 79. gone. 8o. howe.
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frutes may no man ataste, for pure bitternesse in savour. In this
wyse bothe frute and the tree wasten away togider, though mokel
besy occupacion have be spent, to bringe it-so feff0rth that it
was able to springe. A lyte speche hath maked that al this labour
is in ydel.' 8_

' I not,' quod she, 'wherof it serveth, thy question to assoyle.
Me thinketh thee now duller in wittes than whan I with thee first

mette. Although a man be leude, commenly for a role he is nat
demed but-if he no good wol leme. Sottes and roles fete lightly
out of mynde the good that men techeth hem. I sayd therfore, 9o
thy stocke must be stronge, and in greetnesse wel herted: the
tree is ful fehle that at the firste dent falleth. And although frute
fayleth oon yere or two, yet shal suche a seson come oon tyme or
other, that shal bringe out frute that [is parfit]. • Fole, have I not
seyd toforn this, as tyme hurteth, right so ayenward tyme heleth 95
and rewardeth ; and a tree o[rt fayled is holde more in deyntee
whan it frute forth bringeth. A marchaunt that for ones lesinge
in the see no more to aventure thinketh, he shal never with
aventure come to richesse. So ofte must men on the oke smyte,
til the happy dent have entred, whiche with the okes owne swaye ,oo
maketh it to come al at ones. So ore falleth the lethy water on
the harde rocke, til it have thorow persed it. The even draught
of the wyr-drawer maketh the wyr to ben even and supple-
werchinge ; and if he stinted in his draught, the wyr breketh
a-sonder. Every tree wel springeth, whan it is wel grounded and to5
not often removed.'

' What shal this frute be,' quod I, ' now it ginneth rype ?'
' Grace,' quod she, ' in parfit joy to endure ; and therwith thou

begon[ne].'
' Grace ?' quod I; ' me thinketh, I shulde have a reward for my __o

longe travayle ? '
' I shal telle thee,' quod she ; ' retribueion of thy good willes

to have of thy Margarite-perle, it bereth not the name of mede,
but only of good grace ; and that cometh not of thy desert, but
of thy Margarytes goodnesse and vertue alone.' __

Quod I, ' shulde al mylonge travayle have no reward but thorow

SI. maye. sauoure. 8_ occupation, spente, ferforthe. 84. spring.
87. the howe. 89. fooles Iette. 9o. teacheth. 9L greatnesse. 93.
one _'ice). season. 94. -/_2_2ff._'is paxfit. * A br_l_ Acre in Th. 95.
healeth. 96. deynfie. 97. forthe, loa. thorowe, go3- 4. wyre
(�be'ice). zo4. breaketh. 1o,5, tr_ zo7. hOWe. Io8. parfyte.
Io 9. begon ; re_/bcgonne, zxo. rewarde. 1za. td the. 115.
bearer.h, xl 4. oaely, deserte, xz6. r_warde, thorowe.
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grace ? And som-tyme your-selven sayd, rightwisnesse evenliche
rewardeth, to quyte oon benefit for another.'

' That is sothe,' quod Love, ' ever as i sayde, as to him that
_2odoth good, which to done he were neyther holden ne yet con-

strayned.'
' That is sothe,' quod I.
' Trewly,' quod she, ' al that ever thou doest to thyne Margaryte-

perle, of wil, of love, and of reson thou owest to done it ; it is
2s nothing els but yelding of thy dette in quytinge of thy grace, which

she thee lente wban ye first mette.'
' I wene,' quod I, 'right litel grace to me she delivered.

Certes, it was harde grace ; it hath nyghe me astrangied.'
' That it was good grace, I wot wel thou wilt it graunte, er

3_ thou departe hence. If any man yeve to another wight, to whom
that he ought not, and whiche that of him-selfe nothing may
have, a garnemeot or a cote, though he were the cote or els
thilke clothing, it is not to putte to him that was naked the cause
of his clothinge, but only to him that was yever of the garnement.

_35 Wherfore I saye, thou that were naked of love, and of thy-selfe
non have mightest, it is not to putte to thyne owne persone,
sithen thy love cam thorow thy Margaryte-perle. JF_rgo,she was
yever of the love, although thou it use; and there lente she thee
grace, thy service to beginne. She is worthy the thank of this

_4ograce, for she was the yever. A1 the thoughtes, besT doinges,
and plesaunce in thy might and in thy wordes that thou canst
devyse, ben but right litel in quytinge of thy dette ; had she not
ben, suche thing hadde not ben studyed. So al these maters
kyndly drawen horn-ward to this Margaryte-perle, for from thence

_45were they borowed ; al is hoolly her to wyte, the love that thou
havest; and thus quytest thou thy dette, in that thou stedfast]y

servest. And kepe wel that love, I thee rede, that of"her thou
hast borowed, and use it in her service thy dette to quyte; and
than art thou able right sone to have grace; wherfore after mede

5o in none halve mayst thou loke. Thus thy ginning and ending is
but grace aloon ; and in thy good deserving, thy dette thou
aquytest; without grace is nothing worth, what-so-ever thou

xx8. onebenefyte, x=o.dothe, x24. catchmordith; m_j_rb_.¢dyet
is out& t_.._tpagt. 126. the lent. I* 7. lytle, x_9. graunt, x3x.
nothyngemaye. 13_. weare. 133.put; readputte_ x34. onely.
z3o. put. x37. camethorowe. I38. althoughe, le_t. the. 139.
*b*n_e_ X4Lcanoe. 144. homewtrde. 45. holy. z47.
the. x49. arte. xSI. alone. 152. worthe.
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werche. Thanke thy Margaryte of her grete grace that thiderto
thee hath gyded, and praye her of conthmaunce forth in thy
werkes hemfter; and that, for no mishappe, thy grace over-z55
thwartly tourne. Grace, glorie, and joye is coming thorow good
folkes desertes ; and by getting of grace, therin shullen ende.
And what is more glorie or more joye than wysdom and love
in parfit charitY, whiche god hath graunted to al tho that wel
tconne deserve ? ' And with that this lady al at ones sterte in-to _6o
my herte: 'here wol I onbyde,' quod she, 'for ever, and never
wol I gon hence ; and I wol kepe thee from medlinge while me
liste here onbyde ; thyne entermeting maners in-to stedfastnesse
shuUen be chaunged.'

CHAPTER VIII.

OBERLICHE tho threw I up myn eyen, and hugely tho wa_
I astonyed of this sodayne adventure ; and fayn wolde I have

lemed, how vertues shulden ben knowen ; in whiche thinges,
I hope to god, here-after she shal me enfourmen ; and namely,
sithen her restinge-place is now so nygh at my wil ; anc_anon al 5
these thinges that this lady said, I remembred me by my-selfe, and
revolved the "_lynesof myne understondinge wittes. Tho found
I fully al these maters parfitly there written, how mls-rule by
fayned love bothe realmes and citees hath governed a greet
throwe ; how lightly me might the fautes espye ; how rules in love _o
shulde ben used ; how somtyme with fayned love foule I was
begyled ; how I shulde love have knowe ; and how I shal in love
with my service procede. Also furthermore I found, of perdurable
letters wonderly there graven, these maters whiche I shal nempne.
CeRes, non age ne other thing in erthe may the leest sillable of x5
this in no poynte deface, but clerely as the sonne in myne under-
standinge soule they shynen. This may never out of my mynde,
how I may not my love kepe, but thorow willinge in herte ; wilne
to love may I not, but I lovinge have. Love have I non, but
thorow grace of this Margarite-perle. It is no maner doute, that 2o
wil wol not love but for it is lovinge, as wil wol not rightfully but

x53. great, hytherto; r#adhiderto. _54. the. forthe. :[56. thomwe.
158. wysdome. ][59- Im_ e. x6o. caone; readconne, x6z. heft,

CH. VIII. x. th_we, a. fayne. 3. howe. ,5. howe. nyghe.
7-lyues(l). founde. 8. parfytely, howe. myme-. 9. eyries, great,
xo--z2, howe (._ _m_). I3. four,de. 15. none. thynge, maye,
z 7. maye. IS.howe. maye. thorowe. 19. maye. none. 3o.
thorow¢.
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for it is rightful it-selve. Also wil is not lovinge for he wol love ;
but he wol love for he is lovinge ; it is al oon to *wilne to be

lovinge, and lovinges in possession to have. Right so wil wol not
a5 love, for of love hath he no partie. And yet I denye not lovinge

wil [may] wilne more love to have, whiche that he hath not whan
he wolde more than he hath ; but I saye, he may no love wilne

if he no love have, through which thilke love he shuid wilne. But
to have this loving wil may no man of him-selfe, but only through

3o grace toforn-going ; right so may no man it kepe, but by grace
folowinge. Consider now every man aright, and let seen if that

any wight of him-selfe mowe this loving wel gete, and he therof
first nothing have ; for if it shulde of him-selfe springe, either it

muste be willing or not willing. Willing by him-selfe may he it not
35 have, sithen him fayleth the mater that shulde it forth bringe.

The mater him fayleth ; why ? He may therof have no knowing
til whan grace put it in his herte. Thus willing by him-selfe.may
he it not have ; and not willing, may he it not have. Pard_,

every conseyt of every resonable creature otherwyse wil [wol] not

40 graunte ; wil in affirmatif with not willing by no way mowe acorde.
And although this loving wol come in myn herte by freenesse of
arbitrement, as in this booke fully is shewed, yet owe I not therfore

as moche alowe my free wil as grace of that Margaryte to me
lened. For neyther might I, without grace to-forn going and

4._afterward folowing, thilke grace gete ne kepe ; and lese shal I it
never but-if free wil it make, as in willinge otherwyse than grace

hath me graunted. For right as whan any person taketh willing
to be sobre, and throweth that away, willing to be dronke ; or els
taketh wil of drinking out of mesure ; whiehe thing, anon as it is

5o don, maketh (thorow his owne gilte by free wil) that [he] leseth
his grace. In whiche thing theffore upon the nobley of.grace

I mote trusten, and my besy cure sette thilke grace to kepe, that

my free wil, otherwyse than by reson it shulde werche, cause not
my grace to voyde : for thus must I bothe loke to free wil and to

55 grace. For right as naturel usage in engendring of children may
not ben without Sfader, ne also but with the _moder, for neyther

?fader ne tmoder in begetting may it lacke; right so grace and

23. one. wil; re.adwilae. 26. l_t_Iy may. 37. maye. 29. onel7.
3o. toforae, maye. 31. howe. sene. 3_. get. 33- nothynge.
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(througlun_). 44. leaned. 45. afterwarde, get; rtad g¢_ 50.
done. thorowe, ln_lxhe. 52. set. 53. reason. 55. maye.
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free wil accorden, and withoute hem bothe may not lovinge wil in
no partie ben getten. But yet is not free wil in gettinge of that
thing so mokel thank-worthy as is grace, ne in the kepinge therof 60
so moche thank deserveth ; and yet in gettinge and keping bothe
don they accorde. Trewly, often-tyme grace free wil helpeth, in
fordoinge of contrarye thinges, that to willinge love not accorden,
and _stren_heth wil adversitees to withsitte ; wherfore "l'al-togider
to grace oweth to ben accepted, that my willing deserveth. Free 6_
wil to lovinge in this wyse is accorded. I remembre me wel how
al this book (who-so hede taketh) considereth [how] al thinges to
werchinges of mankynde evenly accordeth, as in turning of this
worde 'love' in-to trouthe or els rightwisnesse, whether that it
lyke. For what thing that falleth to man in helping of free 70
arbitrement, thilke rightwisnesse to take or els to kepe, thorow
whiche a man shal be saved (of whiche thing al this book mencion
hath ranked), in every poynte therof grace oweth to be thanked.
Wherfore I saye, every wight havinge this rightwisnesse rightful
is; and yet theffore I fele not in my conscience, that to al 7s
rightful is behoten the hlisse everlastinge, but to hem that ben right-
ful withouten any unrightfulnesse. Some man after some degree
may rightfully ben accompted as chaste men in living, and yet ben
they janglers and ful of envy pressed; to hem shal this blisse
never ben delivered. For right as very blisse is without al maner 80
nede, right so to no man shal it be yeven but to the rightful, voyde
from al manet unrighffulnesse founde ; so no man to her blisse
shal ben folowed, but he be rightful, and with unrightfulnesse not
bounde, and in that degree fully be knowe. This rightfulnesse,
in as moche as in him-selfe is, of none yvel is it cause ; and of al 8s
manet goodnesse, trewly, it is tmoder. This helpeth the spirit
to withsitte the leude lustes of flesshly lykinge. This strengtbeth
and maintayneth the lawe of kynde; and if that otherwhyle me

weneth harm of this precious thing to folowe, therthorough is [it]
nothing the cause; of somwhat els eometh it aboute, who-so 9°
taketh hede. By rightfulnesse forsothe wern many holy sayntes
good savour in swetenesse to god almighty ; but that to some
folkes they weren savour of dethe, in-to deedly ende, that corn
not of the sayntes rightwisnesse, but of other wicked mennes

57-8. maye. 6o. thtmkeworthy. 6I. thtmke. 6a. done. 64.
strength;readstreagtheth; se_l. 87. al togyther. 66. howe. 67. booke.
Supply how. 7L thorowe. 7a. booke. 78. maye. 86. mother;
readmoder. 89. harme, ..,cuzO_lyit. 9o. nothynge. 9L werne_
93. corn;read come.



x4o I. THE TESTAMENT OF LOVE.

95 badnesse hath proceded. Trewly, the like wil, whiche that the
Lady of Love me lerned 'affeccion of wil' to nempne, which is

in willing of profitable thinges, yvel is it not, but whan to flesshly
lustes it consenteth ayenst reson of soule. But that this thing
more clerely be understande, it is for to knowe, whence and how

xoo thilke wil is so vicious, and so redy yvel dedes to perfourme.
Grace at the ginninge ordeyned thilke wil in goodnesse ever to
have endured, and never to badnesse have assented. Men shulde

not byleve, that god thilke wil maked to be vicious [in] our firste
efaders, as Adam and Eve ; for vicious appetytes, and vicious wil

xo5 to suche appetytes consentinge, ben not on thing in kynde ; other
thing is don for the other. And how this wil first in-to man first

assented, I holde it profitable to shewe ; but if the first condicion
of resonable creature wol be considred and apertly loked, lightly
the cause of suebe wil may be shewed. Intencion of god was,

Ho that rightfully and blissed shulde resonable nature ben maked,

himselfe for to kepe ; but neyther blisful ne rightful might it not
be, withouten wil in them bothe. Wil of rightfulnesse is thilke
same rightfulnesse, as here-to-forn is shewed ; but wil of blisse

is not thilke blisse, for every man hath not thilke blisse, in whom
H5 the wil therof is abydinge. In this blisse, after every under-

standinge, is suflisaunce of covenable comoditees without any
maner nede, whether it be blisse of aungels or els thilke that

grace first in paradise suffred Adam to have. For al-though
angels blisse be more than Adams was in paradyse, yet may it not

2o be _denyed, that Adam in paradyse ne had suffLsaunce of blisse;
for right as greet herte is without al manet of coldenesse, and yet
may another berte more here have; right so nothing defended
Adam in paradyse to ben blessed, without al maner nede.

Al-though aungels blisse be moche more, forsothe, it foloweth
x25 not [that], lasse than another to have, therfore him nedeth; but

for to wante a thing whicbe that behoveth to ben had, that may
'nede' ben cleped; and that was not in Adam at the first
ginning. God and the Margaryte weten what I mene. Forsothe,
where-as is nede, there is wreccbednesse, tGod without cause

_3o to-forngoing made not resonable creature wrecched; for him to

life.e" affectyon. 98. reason, thynge. 99- vndentand, howe. xoo.
• xo3. vycious, ligscrt in; Our (slc). zo 4+ fatheri readfaders.
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understande and love had he firste maked. God made therfore
man blissed without al manet indigence; _togider and at ones
took resonable creature blisse, and wil of blissednesse, and wil
of rightfulnesse, "whiche is rightfulnesse it-selve, and libertee of
arbitrement, that is, free wil, with whiche thilke rightfulnesse may '35
he kepe and lese. So and in that wyse [god] ordayned thilke
two, that wll (whiche that "instrument" is cleped, as here-toforn
meneion is maked) shulde use thilke righffulnesse, by teching of
his soule to good manet of governaunce, in thought and in wordes ;
and that it shulde use the blisse in obedient maner, withouten _4o
any ineommodit_. Blisse, forsothe, in-to mannes profit, .and
rightwisnesse in-to his worship god delivered at ones ; but rightful-
nesse so was yeven that man might it lese, whiche if he not lost
had, but continuelly [might] have it kept, he shulde have deserved
the avauncement in-to the felowshippe of angels, in whiche thing x45
if he that loste, never by him-selfe forward shulde he it mowe
ayenward recovere; and as wel the blisse that he was in, as
aungels blisse that to-him-wardes was coming, shulde be nome at
ones, and he deprived of hem bothe. And thus fil man un-to
lykenesse of unresonable bestes ; and with hem to corrupcion and _So
unlusty apetytes was he under-throwen. But yet wil of blisse
dwelleth, that by indigence of goodes, whiche that he loste
through greet wrecchednesse, by right shulde he ben punisshed.
And thus, for he weyved righffulnesse, lost hath he his blisse; but
fayle of his desyr in his owne comoditb may he not ; and _cwherex55
comodites to his resonable nature whiche he hath lost may he not
have, to false lustes, whiche ben bestial appetytes, he is turned.
Folye of unconning hath him begyled, in wening that thilke ben
the comoditees that owen to ben desyred. This affection of wil
by libert_ of arbitrement is enduced to wilne thus thing that i6o
he shulde not ; and so is wil not maked yvel but unrightful, by
absence of righffulnesse, whiche thing by reson ever shuide he
have. And freenesse of axbitrement may he not wilne, whan he it
not haveth; for while he it had, thilke halp it not to kepe ; so
that without grace may it not ben recovered. Wil of commoditY, '65
in-as-moche as unrighfful it is maked by willingeof yvel lustes, willing

x3a. togyther, x33_/toke reasonable, x34- lybertie. I35. fre.
I36. Isuh_ly god. x37k cleaped, toforne, x38. teachyng. I41.
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of goodnesse may he not wilne ; for wil of instrument to affec-
cion of wil is thralled, sithen that other thing may it not wilne ;
for wil of instrument to affeccion desyreth, and yet ben bothe they

7o 'wil' cleped. For that instrument wol, through aifeccion it wilneth ;
and affeccion desyreth thilke thing wherto instrument him ledeth.
And so free wil to unlusty affeccion ful servaunt is maked, for
unrightfulnesse may he not releve; and without rightfulnesse ful
fredom may it never have. For kyndly libertee of arbitrement

_Ts without it, veyne and ydel is, forsothe. Wherfore yet I say, (as
often have I sayd the same), whan instrument of wil lost hath
rightfulnesse, in no maner but by grace may he ayen retourne
rightfulnesse to wilne. For sithen nothing but rightfulnesse alone
shulde he wilne, what that ever he wilneth without rightfulnesse,

x8ounrightfully he it wilneth. These than unrighfful appetytes and
unthrifty lustes whiche the _cfleshdesyreth, in as mokel as they ben
in kynde, ben they nat had ; but they ben undghtful and badde for
they ben in resonable creature, where-as they being, in no waye •
shulde ben suffred. In unresonable beestes neyther ben they yvel

_85 ne unrightful ; for there is their kynde being.

CHAPTER IX.

NOWEN may it wel ben now of these thinges toforn
declared, that man hath not alway thilke rightfulnesse

which by dut_ of right evermo.re haven he shulde, and by no way
by him-selfe may he it gete ne kepe ; and after he it hath, if he it

5 lese, recover shal he it never without especial grace. Wherfore
the comune sentence of the people in opinion, that every thing
after destenee is ruled, false and wicked is to beleve. For though
predestinacion be as wel of good as of badde, sithen that it is
sa),d, god _hath destenees made, whiche he never ne wrought ; but,

2o for he suffreth hem to be maked, as that he hardeth, whan he
naught missayth, or _let in-to temptacion, whan he not delivereth :
wherfore it is non inconvenient if in that maner be sayd, god to-
fore have destenyed bothe badde and her badde werkes, whan
hem ne their yvel dedes [he] neyther amendeth ne therto hem

_s grace ?leneth. But specialliche, predestinacion of goodnesse

x67-sTo,affection(..'Arl_. 172.frewyl, affection: 178.maye. x74.
fredome, libertie. 176.Ioate. xfL t]yes(.1); re.adflesh, xS,bvnreasonablz.

CH.IX. x. nowe. tofome. 4. get. 7- d_tc_ye, thoughe.. 9-
sayde, godhadnest(I);. readgodhathde_eaees. 11. miar_ythe, ledde;
reodlet-ledeth. 1a. none. tofome. 74. lsu_ he. s6. lcueth.
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alone is sayd by these grete clerkes; for in him god doth that
they ben, and that in goodnesse they werchen. But the negatif
herof in badnesse is holden, as the Lady of Love hath me lerned,
who-so aright in this booke loketh. And utterly it is to weter_
that predestinacion properly in god may not ben demed, no more ao

than beforn-weting. For in the chapitre ofgoddes beforn-weting,
as Love me rehersed, al these maters apertly may ben founden.

A1 thinges to god ben now ttogider and in presence duringe.
Trewiy, presence and predestinacion-in nothing disacorden;
wherfore, as I was lerned how goddes before-weting and free 2S
choice of wil mowe stonden _ogider, me thinketh the same reson

me ledetb, that destenye and free wil accorden, so that neyther of
hem bothe to other in nothing contra_eth. And resonabliche

may it not ben demed, as often as any thing falleth [thorow] free
wil werching (as if a man another man wrongfully anoyeth, whet- 3o
fore he him s'leeth_, that it be constrayned to that ende, as mokel

folk cryeth and sayth : ' Lo, as it was destenyed of god toforn
knowe, so it is thorow necessit_ falle, and otherwyse might it not

betyde.' Trewly, neyther he that the wrong wrought, ne he that
him-selfe venged, none of thilke thinges thorow necessit_ wrought ; 35

for if that loon] with free wil there had it not willed, neyther had
[he]wrought that he peffourmed ; and so utterly grace, that free
wil in goodnesse bringeth and kepeth, and fro badnesse it tourn-

eth, in al thinge moste thank deserveth. This grace maketh

sentence in venue to abyde, wherfore in body and in soule, in ful 4o
plentee of conninge, after their good deserving in the everlastinge

joye, after the day of dome shul they endelesse dwelle ; and they
shul ben lerned in that kingdom with so mokel affect of love and

of graee, that the leste joye shal of the gretest in glo_e rejoice
and ben gladded, as if he the same joye had. What wonder, 43

sith god is the gretest love and the _ gretest wisdom ? In hem
shal he be, and they in god. Now than, whan al false folk be

ashamed, which wenen al bestialt_ and erthly thing be sweter and
better to the body than hevenly is to the soule ; this is the grace

and the frute that I long have desyred ; it doth me good the ._o
savour to smeUe.

16. sayde, great, dot_e, z7. negatyfe, al. beforne (_¢t).
a2. apertely maye. a]Inowe to-gyther, a4. nothynge 25. howe.
26. togyther, renson. _7- leadeth, frewyl, a8. _easonablyc_e. a9.
demyd. I_'_t_ly thorow, frewyl. 3a. folke, tofome know. 33. thorowe.
fal. 34. wronge. 35. thorowe. 36-7. I n_ly oon and he. 39. thanke.
4x. plentle. 4a. ioy. dweL 43. kyngdome, aff,_,. 44-6. l_nmtest(_/ce).
*A break _ its Th. 47- folke. 48. swett_J 5o'. do_e. 5x. smell
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Crist, now to thee I crye of mercy and of grace; and graunt,
of thy goodnes, to every manet reder ful understanding in this
leude pamflet to have; and let no man wene other cause in

s5 this werke than is verily the soth. For envy is ever redy, al inno-
centes to shende ; wherfore I wolde that good speche envy
evermore hinder.

But no man wene this werke be sufficiently maked ; for goddes
werke passeth man[neJs; no man[neJs wittoparfit werke may by no

6o way purvay th'ende. How shuld I than, so leude, aught wene of
perfeccion any ende to gete ? Never-the-later, grace, glorie, and
laude I yelde and putte with worshipful reverences to the sothfast
god, in three with unit_ closed, whiche that the bevy langour of
my sicknesse hath turned in-to mirthe of helth to recover. For

65 right as I was sorowed thorow the gloton cloud of manffolde
sickly sorow, so mirth [ol_ ayencoming helth hath me glad[died
and gretly comforted. I beseche and pray therfore, and I crye
on goddes gret pit_ and on his mokel mercy, that this[el present
scorges of my flessh mow maken medecyne and lechecraft of

7o my inner man[ne]s helth ; so that my passed trespas and tenes
through weping of myn eyen ben wasshe, and I, voyded from
al maner disese, and no more to wepe herafter, y-now be kept
thorow goddes grace ; so that goddes hand, whiche that merciably
me hath scorged, herafter in good plite from thence merciably me

7_kepe and defende.
In this boke be many privy thinges wimpled and folde ; unneth

shul leude men the plites unwinde. Wherfore I pray to the holy
gost, he lene of his oyntmentes, mennes wittes to clere ; and, for
goddes love, no man wonder why or how this question come to

so my mynde. For my greet lusty desyr was of this lady to ben
enfourmed,my leudenesseto amende. Certes,I knowe not
othermennes wires,what I shuldeaske,or in answerewhat

Ishuldesaye;I am soleudemy.selfe,thatmokelmore lerninge
yetme behoveth.I have mad therforeas I coude,but not

sssufficientlyas I wolde,and as mater)'aveme sentence;formy
dulwit ishindrcdby Tstepmoderof foryetingand withcloude
of unconning,thatstoppeththe lightof my Margarite-perle,

wherforeitmay notshyneon me as itshulde.I desyrenot

652. Christ. the- 59- rnln_; r_Zdmonn--,(_,k_). 6x. gel 62. put.

70. 7z. I-ow;/ory-_ow. 73- tborowe, lumde.
_o. great, deqre. 84. _,de, 86. wytte. -mother;
moder.
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only a good reder, but also I coveite and pray a good book-
amender, in eorreccion of wordes and of sentence; and only this 9o
mede I coveite for my travayle, that every inse_r and herer of
this leude fantasye devoute horisons and prayers to god the greet
juge yelden ; and prayen for me in that wyse, that in his dome
my sinnes mowe ben relesed and foryeven. He that prayeth for
other for him-selfe travayleth. 9s

Also I praye, that every man parfitly mowe knowe thorow what
intencion of herte this tretys have I drawe. How was it, that
sightful manna in deserte to children of Israel was spirituel
mete ? Bodily also it was, for mennes bodies it _norisshed;
and yet, never-the-later, Crist it signifyed. Right so a jewel _oo
betokeneth a gemme, and that is a stoon vertuous or els a perle.
Margarite, a woman, betokeneth grace, lerning, or wisdom of
god, or els h.oly church. If breed, thorow vertue, is mad holy
tiesshe, what is that our god sayth ? 'It is the spirit that
yeveth lyf; the flesshe, of nothing it profiteth.' Flesshe is flesshly xo5
understandinge; flessh without grace and love naught is worth.
'The letter sleeth; the spirit yeveth lyfelich understanding.'
Charit_ is love; and love is charitY.

GOd graunt us a1[le] therin to be frended !
And thus THE TESTAMENTOF LOVEis ende& _ro

89. onely, booke. 9o. correction,onely. 9a. great. 94- released.
96. thorowe. ' 97- treatyse. Howe. 99-meate, norisaheth;_
norisshed, xoo. Christ. ioL stone, zo3. thorowe, made. xo4.
saythe, spyrite. Io5. lyre. Io9. ai; read'all_.

8.* L18s_





II. THE PLOWMANS TALE.

Here beginneth the Plow_ms,ns l=_ologue.

HE Plowman plucked up his plow,
Whan midsommer mone was comen in,

And sayd, ' his beestes shuld ere y-now,
And lig in the grasse, up to the chin ;
They ben feble, both oxe and cow, 5
Of hem nis left but boon and skin.'

He shook of share, and cultre of-drow,

And hong his hameys on a pin.

He took his tabard and his staf eke,

And on his1 heed he set his hat; zo
And sayde, he wolde saynt Thomas seke,

On pilgrimage he goth forth plat.
In scrippe he bar both breed and lekes,

He was forswonke and all forswat;
• Men might have seen through both his chekes, ,tl

And every wang-toth and where it sat.

Our hoste beheld wel all about,

And saw this man was sunne y-brent;
He knew well by his senged snout,

And by his clothes that were to-rent, 20
He was a man wont to walke about,
He nas nat alway in cloystre y-pent;

He coud not religiousliche lout,
And therfore was he fully shent.

.From Thynne (ed. If.ta).lt Igiee rtjt_tMettdlir.gs.
I. Ploweman; plowe. "3. eate yaowe. 4- lyge; daynn_ ft. cowe.

6. bone; akynne. 7- shoke;-drowe. 8. honge; pynne. 9- toke;
ttbarde ; staff'e, x_. pylgremage ; platte, x3. bare. x4. forswatte.
x5. seae_ z7. behelde wele. t8. _twe. ]9. knewe ; snoute.
2& eoulde; loute-

L2
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Our host him axed, 'what man art thou ?' 2._

'Sir,' quod he, 'I am an hyne;
For I am wont to go to the plow,
And eme my mete yer that I dyne.
To swete and swinke I make avow,

My wyf and children therwith to fynd, 3o
And serv_ god, and I wist how i

But we lewd men ben full[y] blynd.

For clerkes saye, we shullen be fayn

For hir lyvelod [to] swete and swinke,
And they right nought us give agayn, ._._

Neyther to ete ne yet to drinke.
They mowe by law_, as they sayn,

Us curse and dampne to hell[e] brinke;
Thus they putten us to payn,

With candles queynt and belles clinke. 4o

They make us thralles at hir lust,
And sayn, we mowe nat els be saved;

They have the corn and we the dust,
Who speketh ther-agayn, they say he raved.'

'What, man,' quod our host, 'canst thou preche? 4._
Come neer, and tell us some holy thing.'

'Sir,' quod he, ' I herde ones teche
A prest in pulpit a good preching.'
'Say on,' quod our host, ' I thee beseche.'

'Sir, I am redy at your bidding. ._o
I pray you that no man me reproche

Whyl that I am my tale telling.

Thus endoth the prologue, and hero foloweth the first

part of the tale.

27. plowe. 28. meat," 29. auowe. So. wyfe ; fynde.
3J. howe. 3a. leude; lame; full (readfully; sea1:_4) ; hlynd.e. .L_.
fayne. ?4. her; *up#/y to; sweL 35. agayne. 36. eate. 37. The
_for They; 155o, They); sayne. 38. hell. 39- payne. 4 t. her.

4a. myne. 4._. come. 44- speaketh: Q 45. ln_cache. 46. here;

parte.
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PART I.

A STERNE stryf is stered neweIn many stedes in a stounde,
Of sondry sedes that ben sewe ; _5
It semeth that sore ben unsounde.

For some be gret_ growen ton grounde,
Some ben souple, simple and small;
Whether of hem is falser founde,
The falser, foul mote him befall! 60

That oon syde is, that I of tell,
Popes, cardinals, and prelates,
Parsons, monkes, and freres fell,
Priours, abbottes of grete estate_ ;
Of heven and hell they kepe the yates, 65
And Peters successours they ben all ;
This is demed by old_ dates;
But falshed, foul mote it befall!

The other syde ben poore and pale,
And people put [al] out of prees; 7o
And sem_ caytifs sore a-cale,
And ever in oon without encrees,

t I-cleped lollers and londlees ;
Who toteth on hem, they been untail.
They ben arayed all for the pees ; 75
But falshed, foul mote it befall!

Many a countrey have I sought,
To know the falser of these two;
But ever my travail was for nought,
All so fer as I have go. So
But as I wandred in a wro,
In a wode besyde a wall,
Two foules saw I sitte tho;
The falser, foul mote him befall l

for55, itD,fe. great; vagrounde(!). 58, souble(o_'_5. bene.I 57.

6,_.heuyn. 68. foul,,moughL 70. Supplyal ; preue. 7I. utytyfl'es.

_.fo._.. 78.kaowe. 79- trauayle. 8o.ferre. 8a. wodde.
8_. sawe.
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That oon did plede on the Popes syde, 8S
A Griffon of a grim stature.
A Pellicane withouten pryde
To these lollers layde his lure ;
He mused his matter in mesure,
To counsayl Christ ever gan he call. 9°
The Griffon shewed as sharp as lyre,
But falshed, foul mote it befall l

The Pellican began to preche
Both of mercy and of mekeness;
And sayd, that "Christ so gan us teche, 9._
And meke and merciable gan bless.
The Evangely bereth witness
A lamb, he lykneth Christ over-all,
In tokening that he mekest was,
Sith pryde was out of heven fall. _oo

And so shulde every Christned be ;
Preestes, Peters successours,
Beth lowlich and of low degree,
And usen none erthly honours,
Neyther crown, ne curious cove[r]tourg xoS
Ne tpelure, ne other proud_ pall;
Ne nought to cofren up greet tresours ;
For falshed, foal mote it befaLl!

Preest[e]s shuld for no cartel plede,
But chasten hem in charitY; slo
Ne to no batail shald men lede

For inhaunsing of hir own degree;
Nat wiln_ sittings in hy see,
Ne soverayntb in hous ne hall;
All worldly worship defye and flee; sIs
For who willeth highnes, foul shal fall!

85. one. 86. grymme. 89. measure. 9o. co.nsayle. 9L _harpe.
92. foule. 9& preache. 94- mekenes_ 95. teache. 96. blege.
_7. _._ wytaeme. 98. lambe; lykeneth.. 9_ tokenynge, sos. low-
lyene; sowe. soG.¢rowne; eouetours(readcovertours), to6. pylloure
(.for Imlure). 1o 7. great Ueasounk Io8. foule. Io9. Patests idaulde.
xxz..lat.teyle shulde, z12. l_r owne. st3. syttylxi_; bye. zx4b mu_-
ayntte; noule, zz5. worihippe. It6. Who so (amgf m_; foule shall.
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Alas l who may such sayntes call
That wilneth welde erthly honour?
As lowe as Lucifer such shal fall,
In baleful blacknesse y-builde hit bour; _2o
That eggeth the people to errour,

And maketh hem to hem [be] thrall;
To Christ I hold suche oon traytour,
As lowe as Lucifer such shal fall.

That willeth to be kinges peres, ,2._
And hygher than the emperour;
Some that were but pore freres

Now wollen waxe a warryour.
God is nat hir governour,
That holdeth no man his _-peragail; ,._o
Whyl covetyse is .hir counsaylour,
All such falshed mot ned_ fall.

That hye on horse willeth ryde
In glitterand golde of grete aray,

I-paynted and portred all in pryde; ,3._
No commun knight may go so gay.
Chaunge of clothing every day,
With golden girdles grete and small;
As boystous as is bere at bay;

All such falshed mot ned_ fall. s4o

With pryd_ tpunysheth the pore,
And som_ they sustayn with sale;

Of holy churche maketh an hore,
And filleth hir wombe with wyne and ale;

With money filleth many a male, _45
And chaffren churches when they fall,
And teUeth the people a lewed tale ;
Such fals_ faytours, foul hem fall l

xi 7. suche, xI8. erthlye, xx9. suche shall, xao. y-buylden her
bour_ 12_. them to hem ; su_/y be. x23. holde ; one. x24. sue,he
one shall (ore. one). I2L pee_s, taT, poore freers, x28. Nowe.
x29. her. x3o. noman; pe_msgalL x3x. Whyle;her. i3_. suche; mote.
x_ t. glyttemnde; great amye. x._6. eo_men ; maye ; gaye. I37. daye.
x3B. great, x39, baye. 14o. suche; mote. 4x. punythed (!);
set L 143. x4a. ,smtayue, t44. her. z47. leude, x48. Suche;
foule them befall (.¢u IL s$6, x64).
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With chaunge of many maner metes,
With song and solace sitting long, J_o
And filleth hir womb6., and fast fretes,
And from the met_ to the gong ;
And after mete with harp and song,
And ech man mot hem lordes call ;
And hot_ spyces ever among; '._S
Such fals_ faytours, foul hem fall!

And myters mo than oon or two,
I-perled as the quenes heed ;
A star of golde, and tperrey, 1o!
As hew/ as it were mad of leed; j6o
With cloth of gold both newe and reed,
With glitterand fgown as grene as gall,
By dome will dampn_ men to deed;
All suche faytours, foul hem fall!

And Christes people proudly curse 16s
With brode bokes, and braying bell;
To putte pennyes in hir purse
They woll sell both heven and hell;
And in hit s_ntence, and thou wilt dwell,
They willen gesse in hir gay hall ; 17o
And though the soth thou of hem tell,
In greet cursinge shalt thou fall.

That is blessed, that they "blesse,
And cursed, that they curs_ woll ;
And thus the people they oppresse, 1_.s
And have their lordshippes at full ;
And many be marchauntes of woll,
And to pursepenyeswollcome thrall;

The por_peopletheyallto-pull,
Such fals_ faytours, foul hem fall! sso

149. meat.ca. 1.5o.Jonge; syttynge lcmge, xSz. her. x52. meate;
gonge, z53. meate; harpe; tonge, x54.eche; mote. 1.5_.amonge.
156. Suche; fonle, s57. one. x59. staffe;pyrrey;re.adperrey.
16o. made; lead. 16I. golde; xedde, x6z. glytterande;I[oldetre_atcd

frms L ]6s; r_dgown). 'z64. foule. 167. her. •t68. ael. 169. beT.
a7o. hergaye. ZTa.gnmt. 179. poore. 18o. Suche; foule.
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Lordes mot_ to hem loute,
Obeysaunt to hir brode blessing;
They ryden with hir royall route
On a courser, as it were a king;
With saddle of golde glitt[e]ring ,85
With curious hameys quayntly crallit,
Styroppes gaye of gold-mastling;
All suche falshed, foul befall it!

Christes ministers tcleped they been,
And mien all in robberye; 19o
But Antichrist they serven clene,
Attyred all in tyrannye ;
Witnesse of Johns prophecye,
That Antichrist is h/r admirall,
Tiffelers attyred in trecherye; 195
All suche faytours, foul hem fali l

Who sayth, that some of hem may sinne,
He shal be tdemed to. be deed;
Some of hem woJl gladly winne
All ayenst that which god forbed ; 2oo
"All-holyest" they clepen hir heed,
That of hit rul_ is regall;
Alas! that ever they eten breed;
For all such falshed woll foul fall.

Hir heed loveth all honour, 205
And to be worshipped in worde and dede;
Kinges mot to hem knele and coure;
To the apostles, that Christ forbede;
To popes hestes such taketh more hede
Than to kepe Christes commaundi_ment; alo
Of gold and silver mot ben hir wede,
They holdeth him hole omnipotent.

18a,3. her. t84._kynge, z85. glyttsTng(t$5o, glytteryag).
187.golde, z88. f001n. 189. clcpen(1); heae. 194.Anfioha4.ge; her.
196.foule. 198. done(but x55o, dome; read demed). 2oo. whiche.
201, ao2. her. 2o4. sue.he;foule, aos. Her. 207. mote. 208.
forbede(-forb6d). _o9, auche. 21x.mote; her.
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He ordayneth by his ordinaunce
To parish-preestes a pow_re;
To another a greter avaunce, 2x5
A greter poynt to his mystere ;
But for he is hyghest in erth here,
To him reserveth he many a poynt ;
But to Christ, that hath no pere,
Reserveth he neither opin ne joynt. 220

So semeth he above[n] all,
And Christ aboven him nothing;
Whan he sitteth in his stall,
Dampneth and sayeth as him think.
Such pryde tofore god doth stink; 225
An angell bad John to him nat knele,
But only to god do his bowing;
Such willers of worship must evil fele.

They ne clepen Christ but sand_ _,us,
And clepen her heed Sanctissimus; 230
They that such a sect[//] sewis,
I trowe, they taken hem amisse.

In erth[//] here they have hit blisse,
Hit hye m_t.er is Belial;
tChrist his people from hem wissel 23s
For all such fals_ will foul fall_

They mowi/ both[_] binde and lose,
And all is for hit holy lyf;
To save or dampne they mow_ chose,
Betwene hem now [ther] is gret stryf. 24_
Many a man is killed with knyf,
To were which of hem have lordship shall;

For such, Christ sutfred woundes lyre;.
For all such falshed will foul fall.

225, al6. greater. 2a4. thyake. 225. Suche; styake, az7. bowynge.

a28. mustnedeeuyll; lom._'tnede. a3z. smche; sect seBa_. 235-her.a._4-Her. 235. Chryst¢_(l); rcadChristhis. =$ . anche; foule.
238. her; lyre. 24o. Su_/y thex;glreatstryfe. _42. a knyfe(_.a).
:45. suche. 244. suche; foule.
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Christ sayd : Qui gladio 2_ercutit _4S
With swerd_ shall [he surely] dye;
He bad his preestes pees and grith,
And bad hem not drede for to dye;
And bad them be both simple and slye,
And cark_ not for no cattail, 250
And ttruste on god that sitteth on hye;
For all tsueh] fals_ shull foul fall.

These wollen mak6 men to swere

Ayenst Christes commaund_ment;
And Christes membres all to-tere 255
On rode as he wex newe y-rent.
Suche lawes they make by commun assent,
Ech on it choweth as a ball ;
Thus the pore be fully shent,
But ever falshed foule it flail! 26o

They usen [never] no symonye,
But sellen churches and prioryes ;
Ne [yet] they usen no envye,
But cursen all hem eontraryes ;
And hyreth men by dayes and yeres 265
With strength to holde hem in hit stall;
And culleth all hir adversaryes ;
Therefor, falshed! foul thou fall!

With purse they purchase personage,
With purse they paynen hem to plede; 27o
And men of warr_ they woll wage,
To bringe hir enemyes to the dede.
And lordes lyres they woll lode,
And moche take, and give but small ;
But he it so get, from it shall shede, 275
And make such fals_ right foul fal!

a_6...Vu_ he surely. 247. peace, a48. bade. _Sx. trusteth (!).
aSa. Su_y-uch; foule. 256. roode. 257. commen. 258. _.heoa.
a59. po_t. 26o. be.fall; *'Lad faiL a6t. Sup[_ly newt. 263..._u_ly _t.
266.'hcr. 267. htr. 268. foule; falle. 272. her. 276. _ache; foule.
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They halowe nothing but for hyre,
Church,, font, ne vest_ment;
?rod make[n] orders in every shyre,
But preestes paye for the parchement ; _o
Of ryatours they taken rent,
Therwith they smere the shepes skall;
For many churches ben oft suspent;
All such falshed, yet foul it fall!

Some liveth nat in leeherye, aS._
But haunten wenches, widdowes, and wyves,
And pun/sheth the pore for putrye;
Them-selfe it useth all their lyres.
And but a man to them [him] shryves,
To heven com_ never he shall; 29o
He shal be cursed as be captyves,
To hell they sayn that he shall fall

There was more mercy in Maximien,
And in Nero, that never was good,
Than [there] is now in some of them ag._
Whan he hath on his furred hood.

They folowe Christ t_hutshedde his blood
To heven, as bucket in-to the wall ;
Suche wreches ben worse than wood ;
And all such faytours, foule hem fall! 3oo

They give h/r almess¢ to the fiche,
To maynteynours, and to men of lawe;
For to lordes they woll be liche,
An harlottes sone nat worth an hawe!

8othfastnessi_ suchehan slawe, 305
They kembe hircroketswithcr/stall;

And dredeofgod theyhave down drawe;
Allsuchefaytours,foulhem faUl

aSa. e.hyppes(I); 155o, shepes, a83. ofte. a84. suche; foule.
a87. poor¢, a89. Su2_l.rhim. aga. myne. ag_. Su_0,0/3'there;
aowe; them. a96. hoode, a97. blode. :*98.buekett¢;(wall--well).
.n99.wode. 300. saohe. 3ol. her. _oa. Omgtto ! 304. aoame;
worthe. 306. herctokettes; chrhtall. 3o7. down¢. 3o8. foule.
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They maken parsons for the penny,
And canons of hir cardinals; 3m

Unnethes amongest hem all any
That he ne hath glosed the gospell fals!
For Christ made never no cathedrals,
Ne with him was no cardinall

Wyth a reed hatte as usen mynstrals; ._x_
But falshed, foul mote it befall!

tHir tything, and hir offring both,

They cle[.v]meth it by possessio[u]n ;
Th_rof nill they none forgo,

But robben men as [by] raunsoun. 320
The tything of Tur_e lucrum
With these maisters is meynall;
Tything of bribry and larson
Will mak_ falshed full foul fall!

They taken to ferm// hir sompnours sas

To harme the people what they may;
To pardoners and false faytours
Sell hir seles, I dar well say;
And all to holden greet array,

To multiply hem more metall, sso

They drede full litell domes day

Whan all such [false] shall foul fall.

Suche hadottes shull men disclaunder

For they shullen make hir gree,

And ben as proude as Alexaunder, sss

And sayn to the pore, "wo be ye l"

By yere ech preest shall paye his fee
To encrese his lemmans call ;
Suche herdes shull weU yvell thee,
And all such fals_ shull foul fall! a4o

• 3"tb, her. 315. RedclF; vs)_. 3x6. fMsshedfoule. 317. Their
(madHir); her. _tS. elemeLh; sex 1.5_- 3ao..S_/_/yby;
raansome. 3a4, 33a, 340. foule. 3=4. to fall (remitto). 325. her.
328. herseales;dare. 3a9. great. 33_. sue.he; su2_ly false.
334. her. 336. saTne;poore. 337-echepreeste. 3.38.euerease.
339- heerdes ; the. 34o. sue.he.
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And if a man be falsly famed,
And woldi_ make purgacioun,
Than woll the officers be agramed,
And assigne him fro town to town ;
So nede he must[el paye raunsoun 34S
Though he be clene as is cristall,
And than have an absolutioun ;
But all such fals_ shull foul fall l

Though he be gilty of the dede,
And that he [yet] may money pay, 35o
All the whyle his purse woll blede
He may use it fro day to day!
These bishoppes officers goon full gay,
And this game they usen over-all ;
The pore tO pill is all thir pray ; 355
All such fals_ shull foul fall!

Alas! god ordayned never such lawn,
Ne no such craft of covetyse ;
He forbad it, by his sawe,
Such governours mowen of god agryse ; 36o
For all his rules tben rightwyse.
These newe poyntes ben pure papall,
And goddes law_ they dispyse;
And all such faytours shul foul fall!

They sayn that Peter had the key 365
Of herin and hell, to have and hold ;
I trowe Peter took no money
For no sinnes that he sold!

Such successours ben to bold,

In winning all their wit they wrag_ 370
Hir conscience is waxen cold;
And all such faytours, foule hem fall!

341. falsely. ?,44.towne(tan'on). $45. raan_me. .346.christalL
348.me.he. 348, 356, 364. foule. 349.gyltie. 350. 3"uA0/yyet ; maye.
?,52.maye. 353.gone. 355.poore; theyr(re.hit). 356. roche.
3_7.suche. 358. rochecrafte. 359. forbade. 360. Suche.
?,o_.is (rtad ben). 363. dispyce. 364. suche. _65. aayn¢.
366. heuyn; holde. 367. toke. 368. solde. 569. Snche; bolde.
?,7o.wytte. ?,7x.colde. 37a.nche.
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Peter was never so great a role
To leve his key with such a loreU,
Or to take such cursed such a tole 375
He was advysed nothing well.
I trowe, theyhave the key of hell ;

fHir maister is of that place marshall ;
For there they dressen hem to dwell,
And with fals Lucifer there to fall 380

They hen as proude as Lucifer,
As angry, and as envious ;

From good fayth they ben full fer,
In covetyse they ben curious ;

To catche eatell as covytous 385
As hound, that for hunger woll yall ;
Ungoodly, and ungracious ;
And nedely, such falshed shal foul fall l

The pope,.and he were Peters heyr,

Me think, he erreth in this cas, 390
Whan choyse of bishoppes is in dispeyr,
To chosen hem in dyvers place ;
A lord shall write to him for grace,
For his clerke tpray anon he shall;

So shall he spede[n] his purehas; a95
And all such false, foule hem fall l

Though he tconne no more good,
A lordes prayer shal be sped;
Though he be wild of will or wood,

Nat understanding what men hart red, 40o
A boster, and (that god forbede l)

As good a bishop $as my hors Ball,
Suche a pope is foule be-sted,
And at [the] lasti_ woll foul fall l

374. l_ue. 37_. cache (tt_s_t). 378. Thcyr (fcr Hit).
380. false Lucifc_e. 381. Lucifane. 383. fitythe; flute..
386. houmte; hungre. 387. vngratiouL 388. tee.he. 388, 396,
404. fouleo 389. hey_ 39o. thyake; case. 39I. dispeyre.
393. lorde. 394- aaolm pray. 395. ptachat¢. 396. sue.he.
397- can (r_ad comae). 398. spedde. 399. wylde. 400. redde.
4ol. Icude boster (ore. leude). 4oa. byshoppe ; is (rind as) ; horr,c.
403. be stedde. 404..$'u/_ly the ; last.
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He maketh bishops for erthly thank, 405
And nothing for Christes sake ;
Such that ben ful fatte and rank,
To soul8 hele non hede they take.
AI is well don what ever they make,
For they shal answere at tones for all ; 4Io
For worldes thank, such worch and wake,
And all such _ shall foul fall l

Suche that fconn_ nat hir Crede
With prayer shull be mad prelates ;
Nother tconne the gospell rede, 415
Such shull now welde hye estates.
The hye goodes frenclship hem makes,
They toteth on hir somme totall;
Such bere the keyes of hell-yates,
And allsuchfals_shallfoulfall. 420

They forsake,forChristeslove,

Traveyl,hunger,thurst,and cold;
For theyben ordredeverallabove
Out ofyouthetiltheyben old.
By the dore they go nat in-to the fold, 4_
To helpe fhir sheep they nought travall;
Hyred men all suche I holde,
And all such false, foule hem fall l

For Christ hit king they woU forsake,
And knowe him nought for his povert; 430
For Christes lov_ they woll wake,
And drink pyment [and] ale apart.
Of god they seine nothing a-ferd;
As lusty liveth, as T_mtm|l_
And dryve hir sheep into desert; 43s
All such faytours shun foul fall l

4o5. byshoppes. 407.-Suche;ranke. 408. heah none. 4o9.done.
4Io. one _ors(I); _/_t. 4zz. th_ke" ,u_he. 4x_. me.he.

•4z_, 42o,436. foale. 4z_. canne; eeadeoane; her. %i4.made.
4z5..¢anne. 416. Sure; howe. 41g her; 4x9. _:he.-

4no. suche. 4,,. Traueyli_hangre;eolde. 4a_4" °lde"9.-her-- 4a6. folde.4a6. theyr(fo_-hit); shepe. 4a8.s_ache. 41_o,poue.rte.
43a. ¢hTake;_t; mPP/7and; aparte. 433- a fente. 4a4. u clyd
(/m. dyd). 435, &7uen-hershepe; deserte. 436. sue.he.
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Christ hath twelve apostels here;
Now say they, ther may be but oon,
That may nat erre in no manere ;
Who leveth nat this, ben lost echoon! 440
Peter erred, so dide nat John;
Why is he cleped the principall?
Christ cleped him Peter, but himself the stoon;
All falsfi faytours, foule hem fall!

Why cursen they the croysery, 445
Christes Christen creatures?

For bytwene hem is now envy
To be enhaunsed in honours.
And Christen livers, with hit labours,
For they leve on no man mortall, 4._o
fBen do to dethe with dishonours;
And all such false, foule hem fall l

What knoweth a tillour at the plow
The popes name, and what he hat?
His crede suffyseth him y-now, 4._5
And knoweth a cardinall by his hat.
Rough is the pore, unrightly lat,
That knoweth Christ his god royall ;
Such maters be nat worth a gnat ;
But such false faytours, foule hem fall! 46_

A king shall knele and kisse his sho ;
Christ suffred a sinfuU kisse his feet.

Me thinketh, he holdeth him hye y-now,
So Lucifer did, that hye ,seet.
Such oon, me thinketh, him-self foryet, 465
Either to the trouth he was nat call;
Christ, that suffred woundes wet,
Shall mak_ such falshed foul fall!

437- xtj. 438. Nowe; there; one. 440. echone. 443- stone.
447-howe. 449- he_ 450. leayn. 45L But (readBen).
45a. suche. 4-_3-plo,de. 454- hate.(!). 455- tohmy_h_(_, to) ;ynowe. 456. hatte. 457. poore; tare. 439- _uc • ; gnatte.
460. sue.he. 46x. showe. 46a. to kysae(o_. to) ; fete. 463.ynowe..
464. sere; read sect (-sat). 465. Sue.heone; h_ymselfe foryete.
466. Per call readtall (_}; of.1. 74- 407. wete. 4ms.macae;tome.
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They layeth out.hir largi_ nettes
For to take silver and gold, 47o
Fillen coffers, and sackes fettes,
There-as they soules cacche shold.
Hir servaunts be to Chem unhold,
But they can doublin *hir rentall

To bigge hem castels, and bigge hem hold; 475
And all such false, foule hem fall!

Hero endeth the first pgrt of this to/e, and heraftor

foloweth the e_oonde p_

PART II.

O accorde with this word_ "faI"No more English can I find ;
Shewe another now I shall,
For I have moche to say behind, 4So
How preestes ban the people pynd,

As curteys Christ hath me _v-]kend,
And put this matter in my mind
To make this maner men amend.

Shortly to shende hem, and shewe now 485

How wrongfully they worche and waJke ;

O hye god, nothing they tell, ne how,
But in goddes word, ttell many a balke.
In hernes holde hem and in halke,

And prechin of tythes and otfrend, 490

And untruely of the gospell talke ;
For his mercy, god it amend!

469. her. 470. golde. 47a. catche sholde. 473. Her seraauntes;
them (read hem) ; vnholde. 474- theyr (for Hr). 475. holde.
476. suche. 478. fynde. 479. howe. 48o. saye behynde.
48L Howe; pynde. 48z. kend¢; ste I. 55o. ' 485. putte; mynde.
484. amende. 485. howe. 486. Howe. 487. howe. +gS. worde;
telleth (see 1. 487). 49o. oifrende. 492. amende. '



PART II._ II. THE PLOWMANS TALE. x63

What is Antichrist to say
But evin Christes advermiry?
Such hath now ben many a day 495
To Christes bidding full contr_y,
That from the trouth_ clen_ vary ;
Out of the way6 they ben wend;
And Christes people untruely cary;
God, for his pit_, it amend! Soo

That liven contrary to Christes lyf,
In hye pride agaynst mekenesse;
Agaynst suffraunce they usen stryf,
And angre ayenst sobrenesse ;
Agaynst wisdom,wilfulnesse; Sos
To Christes tales litell tend;
Agaynst mesdre, outragiousnesse;
But whan god woll, it may amend!

Lordly lyf ayenst lowlinesse,
And detainallwithoutmercy; 5_o
And covetyseayenstlargesse,

Agaynsttrewth[e],trechery;
And agaynstalmesse,envy;

AgaynstChristtheycomprehend.
For chastitY, they maynteyn lechery; sis
God, for his grace, this amend!

Ayenst penaunce they use delytes,
Ayenst suffraunce, strong defence;
Ayeust god they use yvel rightes,
Agaynst pit_, punishments ; S2o
Open yveU ayenst continence;
Hir wicked winning wors dispend ;
Sobrenesse they sette in-to dispence ;
But god, for his goodnesse, it amend!

493. laye. 495. Su_hehathehowe. 497. varry. 498. weade.
5oo. pytie; meade. 5oi. lyre. So_. sufferaunce;s_/fe. 505. wyse-
dome. 5c6. tende. 507. measure. 5o8. mayeamende. 5o9. lyre.
514. comprehende. 515. mxynteyne. 5x6. amende. 517. delyghte_.
518. #¢ronge.. 5x9. vsen. 520. Agaynstepytie puni_hemeates.
._22.Her; worsedispcade. 5a6 amende.

M2
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Why cleymen they hoolly his pow_re, 525
And wranglen ayenst all his hestes ?
His living folowen they nothing here,
But liven wors than witles beestes.

Of fish and flesh they loven feestes,
As lordes, they ben brode y-kend ; 5_o
Of goddes pore they haten gestes ;
God, for his mercy, this amend!

With tDives such shall have hir doom
That sayn that they be Christes frendes,
And do nothing as they shuld doon ; 535
All such ben falser than ben fendes.

On the people they ley such bendes,
As god is in erthe, they han offend;
Sucour for such_ Christ now sende us,
And, for his mercy, this amend! 540

A token of Antichrist they be.
His careckes ben now wyde y-know ;
Receyved to preche shall no man be
Without[i_] token of him, I trow.
Ech Christen preest to prechen ow, 545
From god abovi_ they ben send.
Goddes word to all folk for to show,
Sinfull man for to amend.

Christ sente the pore for to preche ;
The royall fiche he did nat so ; 550
Now dar no pore the people teche,
For Antichrist is over-all hir fo.

Among the people he mot go ;
He hath bidden, all such suspend ;
Some hath he hent, and thinketh yet mo ; 555
But all this god may well amend

525.holy. 528.worry.; wytlec_e._ 5_9. fyshe; fleshe. 53o. ykeade.
531. poore. 53z.ameaoe. 5_3. Dyuer_treadDives); _aehe; herdome,

_34. myne. 555. ,thaldedone, 536. such,, 537, suche, 538. of.eade. 539. hOWe, 540. amende. 50. howe; ykaowe. _ trowe.
545. Eche; owe(I). 546. seade. 547. win'de;folke; showe,
548. ammde, 549,/more. 55_. Nowe dare; poore. 552. herfoe.
553. Amonge;mote. 554. $uche$uspeade. 555. hente. 5.56.amende.
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All tho that han the world forsake,

And liven lo[w]ly, as god bad,
In-to hir prison shullen be take,
Betin and bounden, and forth lad. ._6o

Herof I rede no man be drad;

Christ sayd, his [servaunts] shulde be shend;
Ech man ought herof be glad;

For god ful well it woll amend.

They take on hem roy_dl powdre, 56s
And saye, they havfi swerdes two,
Oon curse to hell, oon slee men here;

For at his taking Christ had no too,

Yet Peter had [that] oon of tho.
But Christ to Peter. smyte gan defend, 57o

And in-to the sheth bad putte it tho;
And all such mischeves god amend!

Christ bad Peter kepe his sheep,

And with his swerde forbad him smyte ;
Swerd is no tole with sheep to kepe 51'5

But to shep[h]erdes that sheep woll byte.
Me thinketh, suche shepth]erdes ben to wyte
Ayen hir sheep with swerd that contend ;
They dryve ]air sheep with greet dispyte ;

But al this god may well amend. ._so

So successours to Peter be they nought

Whom [that] Christ mad_ cheef pastour;
A swerd no shep[h]erde usen ought
But he wold slee as a bochour.

For who-so were Peters successour 5a5

Shuld here his sheep till his bak bend,

And shadowe hem from every shour ;
And all this god may wel amend.

557. worlde. ._58. loly; badde. 559- her. 56o. forthe ladde.
56z. dradde. 5"62.Sq_.t, servatmts; shende. 563. Eche; gladde.
56¢, 57=, 58o, 588. ameude_ 567. One ; one. 569..._up_ly that ; one.
57o. defeude. 57 I. badde. 57a. troche. 575. badde ; shepe.
674"forlmde. 575.8werde; shepe. 576. thepe. 578. her shepe ; swexcle;
c_mumde. 579. herd_epe; gre=,t.. 58s. S==_'y that; chefe ImStoure.
583. _,e.rde. 584. boehoure. 586. Shulde ; shepe ; b_ke bend¢.
587. thoure_
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Successours to Peter ben these

In that that Peter Christ forsook, 59°
That had lever the love of god [to] lese
Than a shep[h]erde had to lese his hook.
He culleth the sheep as doth the cook ;

Of hem [they] taken the woll untrend,
And falsely glose the gospell-book ; 59S
God, for his mercy, them amend!

After Christ had take Peter the kay,
Christ sayd, he must_ dye for man ;
That Peter to Christ gan withsay;

Christ had .him, 'go behind, Sathan!' 600
Such counsaylours many of these men han
For worldes wele, god to offend ;
Peters successours they ben for-than,
But all suchgod may wellamend.

For Sathan is to say' no more 6o5
But he that contrary to Christ is;
In this they lern8 Peters lore,
They sewen him whan he did mis ;
They folowe i_eter forsothe in this,
In al that Christ wolde thim reprende, 6_o
Nat in that that longeth to herin blis;
God for his mercy hem amend!

Some of the apostels they sewen in cas,
Of ought that I can understonde,

Him that betrayed Christ, Judas, 6x_
That bar the purse in" every londe ;
And al that he m_ght sette on honde,
He hidde and stal, and [gan] mispend;
His rule these traytours hart in honde;
Almighty god [now] hem amend l 6_o

_9o. formke. ._9L Supp_, to (as/n L.59a). _9_'.hoke. ,_93.shepe;
dothe; ooke. 594. Supjolythey; vntnmde. _9.q.-boke. .596.them
amende. 6oo. badde; behyade. 6oL See.he. 6o:a.otfeade.
604. sache;ammde. 606. A'md.contrar. 608. myue. 6i0. Peter
(readhim); reprehende. 6zL Butnat (ore.But); heuynblyar.e. 61_.
amende. 6,_1.case. 616. bare. 618. stale; ne_0, gan; myspende.
620. 3"t_/3'now; amende.
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And at last his lord gan tray
Cursedly, through his covetyse ;
So wolde these trayen him for money,
And they wisten in what wyse!
They be seker of the selfe ensyse; 625
From all sothnesse they ben frend ;
And covetyse chaungen with queyntyse ;
Almighty god all suche amend!

Were Christ on erthi/ here eft-soon,
These wolde dampn_ him to dye ; 65o
All his hestes they ban fordon,
And sayn, his sawes ben heresy;
Ayenst his *maund_ments they cry,
And dampne all his to be [.y-]brend;
For it lyketh nat hem, such losengery ; 635

God almighty hem amend!

These han thore might in England here
Than hath the king and all his lawe,
They han purchased hem such pow_re
To taken hem whom [they] list nat knawe ; 640
And say, that heresy is hit sawe,
And so to prison woll hem send ;
It was nat so by elder dawe,
God, for his mercy, it amend!

The kinges lawe wol no man deme 645
Angerliche, withouten answere ;
But, if any man these misqueme,
He shal be baited as a bere;
And yet wel wors they woll him tere,
And in pris6n woll hem [be] pend 6_o
In gyves, and in other gere;
Whan god woll, it may [a]mencL

6za. hysfalse (on. fahe)_ 6a6. fumde-fremd. 6z8. ameade. 6z9. efte
sone. 651. fordone. "_Sz. r,ayne, 653, Andayeast(omitAud); com-
mauademeates(rem/maandements);erye. 634. breade. 63_. suche.
656. ameade. 657. Englande. 658. kyage. 659. sac,he. 64_.Supply
they (orhem); lyste. 64L her. 6O. prysone; seade. 644. amende.
648. hayghted. 649. worse. 65o. prysone; su_ly be; peade.
65z. mayemeade,
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The king taxeth nat his men
But by assent of the comminalth ;
But these, ech yere, woU raunsom hem 65s

Maysterfully, more than doth he ;
Hir seles, by yer6, better be
Than is the kinges in extend;

Hir officers han gretter fee;

But this mischeef [may] god amend! 66o

For who-so woll prove a testament
That is natt all worth ten pound,
He shall paye for the parch//ment
The third part of the money all round.

Thus the people is raunsound, 66,_
They say, such part to hem shulde apend;
There as they grypen, it goth to ground;
God, for his mercy, it amend!

A simple fomicacioun,

Twenty shillings he shall pay ; 670
And than have an absolucioun,

And al the yere usen it forth he may l
Thus they ]ctten hem go a-stray,
They recke nat though the soul be brend ;

These kepin yvell Peters key, 67s

And all such shep[h]erdes god amend!

Wonder is, that the parliament
And all the lordes of this lond

Here-to taken so I/tell entent

To helpe the people out of hir hond; 68o

For they ben harder in ¢hir bond,

Wors bete[n] and [more] bitter brend
Than to the king is understond;
God him helpe this to amend!

654. auente. 655. eche. 657. Her sealeL 658. extende. 660. mis-
chefe; _2_ may; ameade. 66a. worthe tenne ponade. 664. thole
parte; rounde. 665. raunaounde. 666. saye ,,ache parte; apeade. 667.
gotlm ; grounde. 668. amende. 669. fomycationn. 670. shyllyngea;
paye. 67L absolution. 67:L forthe; maye. 61'4. soule; bnmd©.
676. snche; ameade. 678. londe.. 68o. her honde. 681. theyr Otor
hir) ; boude. 68a. Worsebate; _l_ly more ; brende. 683, vndergande.
684 . meade.
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What bisshoppes, what religio[u]ns 685
Han in this lande as moch lay-fee,
Lordshippes, and possessio[u]ns
More than the lordes, it semeth me!

That maketh hem lese charitY,

They mow_ nat to god attend ; 6_o
In erthe they have so high degree,
God, for his mercy, it amend!

The emperour yaf the pope somtyme
So hyghe lordship him about,

That, at [the] laste, the sely kyme, 69s
The proud_ pop_ pure him out[
So of this realme is in dout,
But lordes he ware and them defend ;
For now these "folk be wonder stout,

The king and lordes now this amend! 700

Thus endeth the seoonde part of this tale, and horafter

folow_th the tht_.d.o.

PART III.

M OYSES lawe forbood it tho,
That preestes shuld no lordshippes welde,

Christes gospel biddeth also

That they shuld no lordship helde ;
Ne Christes apostels were never so bold 705
No such lordshippes to Shem enbrace ;
But smeren hir sheep and kepe hir fold;

God amende hem for his grace!

685. Rtadreligiouns. 686. moche laye. 69o. attende. 60t. hyghe.
69z. meade. 694. aboute. 695. SwJ,p_ the. 697. donte. 698. them
defeade. 699. howe ; folke ; stoute. 700. kynge ; howe ; ameade.
7oi. 1'orbodP..+ 7oa. shulde. ?04. shulde; lordshypl_ 7o5. bolde.
;o6. sue.helordeJhyppes; tb-m (f'er hem). 707. her shepe ; her folde.
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For they ne ben but countrefet,
Men may knowe hem by hit"fruit i 7xo
Hir gretnesse maketh hem god foryet,
And take his mekenesse in dispyt.
And they were pore and had but lyre,
They nolde nat demen after the face,
But norishe hir sheep, and hem nat byte ; 71_
God amende hem for his grace!"

Grifon.

"What canst thou preche ayenst chanons
That men clepen seculere ?"

Peltoan. "They ben curates of many towns,
On erthi_ they have greet powdre. 7ao
They han greet prebendes and dere,
Some two or three, and some [han] mo,
A personage to ben a playing-fere,
And yet they serve the king aLso;

And let to ferm_ all that fare 72_
To whom that woll most give therfore ;
Some woll spende, and some woll spare,
And some woll laye it up in store.
A cure of soule[s] they care nat for,
$6 they mow_ money take; 730
Whether hit soules be wonne or lore,
Hit profits they woU nat forsake.

They have a gedering procuratour
"That can the pore people enplede,
And robben hem as a ravinour, 73s
And to his lord the money lede ;
And cacche of quicke and eke of dede,
And lichen him and his lord eke,
And to robbe the pore can give good rede
Of oldeand yonge,ofholeand seke. 740

709. countrefete. 7xo. herfruite. 7H. Her; fo_yete. 7x2. dhpyte.
71_. poore. 715. herr,hepe. 7ao-x. great. 72a. thre; s_/j, Iron.
7a3. playeng. 7a4• kyag¢. 7a5. lette. 7_9. soale; fore. 73i. her.
73a. Herprofytes. 734- poore. 736. lorde. 737. catche. 7_3_.lorde.
739. poore. 740. syket/or seke); :el. _3x3.
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Therwith they purchase hem lay-fee
In lond_, there hem lyketh best,
And builde eals brode as a cit[

Both in the est, and eke in the west.
To purchase thus they ben ful prest; 7+5
But on the pore they woll nought spend,
Ne no good give to goddes gest,
Ne sende him some that all hath send.

By hit service such woll live,
And trusse that other in-to tresour ; 75o
Though all hit parish dye unshrive,
They won nat give a ros&flour.
Hir lyf shuld be as a mirrour
Bothe to lered and to leude-also,
And teche the people hit leel labour; 7_
Such mister men ben all misgo.

Some of hem ben haxd_ nigges,
And some of hem ben proude and gay ;
Some spende hit good upon [hir] gigges,
And finden hem of greet amy. 76o
Alas l what think these men to say
That thus dispenden goddis good?
At the dredfull domes day
Such wrecches shul be worse than wood.

Some hir churc[h]es never ne sye, 765
Ne never o peny thider ne sende ;
Though the pore parishens for hunger dye,
O peny on hem wil they nat spende.
Have they receivinge of the rent,
They reck never of the rem_nant; 770
.Ah_l the devill hath clene hem blent!

Suehe oon is Sathanas sojournant.

74&aim (r_a/ah). 746.Imore; Slxmde. 748. _nde. 749. her;sue.he.
750. trea_ur. L_t. herparyshe. 75a. -floure. 753- Herlyfeshulde.
755. her lele. 756. Suche. 769- her; _'up,p/yhir. 760. great.
761. tliynke. 763. dredefulL 764. Suvhewretches. 765. heT.
767. poore; hungre, 769. rente. 77o. _,cke. 77a, one.
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And usen horedom and harlotry,
Covetys_, pompe, and pride,
Slouth_, wrathe, and eke envy, 775
And sewen sinne by every syde.
Alas! where think_ such t'abyde?
How woU they accomptes yeld ?
From hy god they mow hem nat hyde,
Such willers wit is nat worth a neld. 78o

They ben so roted in richesse,
That Christes povert is foryete,
Served with so many messe,
Hem thinketh that manna is no mete.

All is good that they mow get, 785
They wen_ to live evermore ;
But, whau god at dome is set,
Such tresour is a feble store.

Unneth mot they matins say,
For counting and for court-holding; 79°
And yet he jangleth as a jay,
And understont him-self nothing.
He woll serve bothe erl and king
For his fynding and his fee,
And hyde his tything and his offring; 795
This is a feble charitY.

Other they ben proude, or coveytous,
Or they ben harde, or [els] hungry,
Or they ben liberaU or lecherous,
Or els medlers with marehandry ; 800
Or maynteyners of men with maistry,
Or stewardes, countours, or pledours,
And serve god in hypocrisy;
Such preestes ben Christes fals ttaytours!

77&horedome. 777.suche_byde. 778. Howe; yelde. 779.hye ;mowe.780.:Snche;wytte; nelde. _82. foryet. 785.mowegete. 787._tte.
788. Suchetreasour. 789. mote; mye. 790. holdynge. 79z. iay¢.
79_. _lfe nothynge. 79& erie; kTnge. 79& tythynge;offryng_
798.Sti._/y els. 804.fall.
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They ben false, they ben vengeable, 8o5
And begylen men in Christes name ;
They ben unstedfast and unstable ;
To tray hir lord. hem thinketh no shame.
To serv_ god they ben full lame,
Goddes theves, and fxlsly stele; s to
And falsly goddes word defame;
In winning is hit worldes wele.

Antichrist these serven all;
I pray thee, who may say [me] nay ?
With Antichrist such [folk] shull fall, 8,S
They folowen him in dede and fay;
They servin him in fiche array,
To serv_ Christ such falsly fayn ;
Why, at the dredful domes day,
Shull they not folowe him to payn? 8_o

That knowen hem-self, that they don ill
Ayenst Christes commaund_ment,
And amende hem never ne will,
But serve Sathan by one assent.

Who sayth _the] sothe, he shal be shent, 8_S
Or speketh ayenst hit fals living;
Who-so well liveth shal be brent,
For such ben gretter than the king l

l_ope, bishoppes, and cardinals,
Chanons, persons, and vicaire, s3o
In goddes service, I trow, ben fals,
That sacrament/_s sellen here.

And ben as proude as Lucifere ;
Ech man loke whether that I ly!
Who-so speketh ayenst hit pow_re, 8s5
It shall be holden heresy.

t

8o8. her lorde. 8tl. falsely; worde. 812. her. 8x4. the; su_ly me.
8t$. tar.he; *u_b, folk. 8z8. uuchefalselyfayne. 819. dredefuL
8_o. payue. 8a1. sell'e;done. 8a 5. Su2_lythe. 8a6.her false.
8,28.suche. 8_3o.,Readvikere. 831.trowe; false. 834.Eche;lye.
836. R_d Whospekeayeia_s; her.
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Loke how many orderstake
Only of Christ, for his servyce,
That the worldes goodes forsake ?
Who-so taketh orders ton other wyse, 84o
I trow, that they shall sore agryse!
For all the glose that they conne,
All sewen not this [same] assyse;
In yvell tyme they thus bigonne.

Loke how many among hem all 845
Holden not this hy/_ way!
With Antichrist they shullen fall,
For they wolden god betray.
God amende hem, that best may l
For many men they maken shende ; 8_o
They weten well, the sothe I say,
Bdt the divell hath foule hem blend.

Some [up]on hit churches dwell,
Apparailled porely, proude of port;
The seven, sacraments they don sell, 885

. In cattel-cacching is hit comfort.
Of ech mattdr they wollen mell,
And don hem wrong is hir disport;
To array the people they ben fell,
And holde hem lower then doth the lord. 860

For the tythinge of a ducke,
Or of an apple, or an ay,
They make men swere upon a boke;
Thus they foulen Christes fay.
Such beren yvell heven-kay, 865
They mowen assoyl, they mow_ shryve ;
With mennes wyves strongly play,
With trew_/ tillers sturte and stryve

837. howe. 838. Onely; Christe. 84o. or(readon). 84I. trowe.
843. Su_ly same. 845. howe; amonge. 846. wnye. 848. betraye.
849. maye. 85x. saye. 8`5_.blende. 8,53.on (re._d'upon);her.
854. poorely;porte. 8!;5.sacramentes; done. 856. ottchynge; her
comforte. 857. eche. 8,58.done; wronge;herdysporte. 8,59,afraye.
86o. lorde. 862. aye. 863. sweare. 865. Suchebl_en ; heauen.
866. aumyle. 868. true(bettertrewe).
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At the wrestling, and at the wake;
And chefe chauntours at the nale; 87o
Market-beters, and medling make,
Hoppen and houten with heve and hale.
At fayr_ freshe, and at wyn_ stale,
Dyne and drinke, and make debar;
The seven sacraments set at sale ; sT._
How kepe such the kayes of heven-gat ?

Mennes wyves they wollen holde ;
And though that they ben right sory,
To speke they shull not be so bolde
For sompning to the consistory ; 88o
And make hem say [with] mouth "I ly,"
Though they it saw_ with hit y;
His lemman holden openly,
No man so hardy to ax_ why!

He wol have tythinge and oifringe, ss5
Maugr_ who-so-ever it gruche ;
And twy_s on the day woll singe ;
Goddes prestes nere none suche 1
He mot on hunting with dogge and bic[c]he,
And blowen his horn, and cry_n "hey!" 89o
And sorcery usen as a wicche;
Such kepen yvell Peters key.

Yet they mot have som stocke or stoon
Gayly paynted, and proudly dight,
To maken men [to] _leven upon, 895
And say, that it is full of might ;
About such, men sette up greet light,
Other such stockes shull stand therby
As darki_ as it were midnight,
For it may mak_ no ma[i]stry. 9oo

869. wresflynge. 87I._V[arkettebeaters;medlynge. 874. debate.
_ sacramentes; sayle (1). 876. Howe; suche; gate. 879. speake.

sompnynge. 88z. saye; _y with; lye. 88_.hereye. 887.twyse;
dayehe (ore.he). 889. mote. • 89o. home. 89L wytche. 892.Suche_.
89$. mote; some; atone, t_95.Su_0/y to ; lyuen. 896. s_ye. 897.
Aboutesue.he; grcaL 898. suche; stande. 9o0. maye.
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That lewed people see it mow,
Thou, Mary, worchest wonder thinges;
About that, that men offren to now,
Hongen broches, ouches, and tinges ;
The preest purchaseth the offringes, 905
But he nill offre to none image ;
Wo is the soule that he for singes,
That precheth for suche a piigrimage l

To men and women that ben pore,
That ben [in] Christes own lykenesse. 9,0
Men shullen offre at hir dore

That suffren honger and distresse ;
And to suche im/Lges offre lesse,
That mow not fel_ thurst ne cold ;

The pore in spirit gan Christ blesse, 9_._
Therfore offreth to feble and old.

Buckelers brode, and swerdes longe,
_Baudriks, with baselardes kene,
Such toles about hir necke they honge ;
Wi_ Antichrist such preestes been ; 9Jo
Upon hit dedes it is well sene
Whom they serven, whom they hono[u]ren;
Antichristes they ben clene,
And goddes goodes fa[1]sly deuouren.

Of scarlet and grene gay[_] gownes, 9=5
That mot be sha_ for the newe,
To clippen and kissen counten in townes
The damoseles that to the daunce sewe ;
Cutted clothes to sewe hir hewe,
With long_ pykcs on hit shoon; 930
Our goddes gospell is not trewe,
Eyther they serven the divell or noon'l

9ol. That it leude people ae mowe. 9o=. Mary thou (ore. thou).
9o& Aboute; howe. 9o9. poore. 9to. Supply in; owne. 9sL her.
9t4. mowe; colde. 915. poore; sprcte; Chrtste. 9x6. old," 917.
sweardeL 9z8. Baudryke(readBaudriks). 9t9. Suehe; her. 92o.
suche; bene. 9ax. her. 93_. Whome(/en_). 9_& ben__e.9_5. gay.
926. mote. 929. her. 93o. hershon_ 93_. none.
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Now ben prestespokes so wyde,
Men must enlargethevest_ment;

The holy gospell they don hyde, 935
For they contrarien in rayment.
Such precstes of Lucifer ben sent,
Lyk conquerourstheyben arayd,
Proudependauntsathitarsy-pent,

Falsly the truthe they ban betray& 94o

Shryft-silver such6 wollen aske is,
And woll men crepi_ to the crouche;
None of the sacraments, save askes,

Without[i_] mede shall no man touche.
On hir bishop their warantvouche, 94S
That is lawe of the decrY;
With mede and money thus they mouche,
And t this, they sayn, is charitb!

In the middes of hir masse

They nill have no man but for h_Tre, 9So
And, full shortly, let forth passe;
Such shull men finale[n] in ech shyre
That personages for profite desyre,
To live in lykinge and in lustes;
I dar not sayn,sans ose leo dyre, 9SS
That such ben Antichristes preestes.

Or they yef the bishops why,
Or they mot ben in his servyce,
And holden forth hir harlotry;
Such prelats ben of feble empryse. 96o
Of goddes grame such men agryse,
For such matters that taken mede;
How they excuse hem, and in what wyse,
Me thinketh, they ought greetly drede.

933. Nowe. 954. Thtt,,tme_(bm.That). 935- done, 957- Sac,he.
938. Lyke. arayde. _"939- Theproude(ore.The) ; pendatmtes;her.
940. Falmly; betrayde. 94"z.Shryfte-. 943- mcr_ente_ . 9_. bet
byshoppe. 948. thus(readthis) ; uyne. 949. her. 95a. :_ucae;
eche. 953. profyte. 955. dare; tayae. 956. sache. 957- byshopl_es.
9_g mote. -959- her, 960. Sucheprclat_ 961 suche. 96_. sucne.
96,_ Howe. .964.greatly.
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They sayn, that it to no man longeth 965
To reprove �hem,though they erre;
But falsely goddes good they fongeth,
And therwith maynteyn wo and werre.
Hit dedes shuld be as bright as sterre,
Hit living, lewed mannes light; 970
They say, the pol_ may not erre,
Nede must that pass_ mannes might.

Though a prest ly with his lemman al night,
And tellen his felowe, and he him,
He goth to mass_ anon-right, 97._
And sayeth, he singeth out"of sinne!
His bryde abydeth him at his inne,
And dighteth his dyner the mene whyle ;
He singeth his masse for he wolde winne,
And so he weneth god begyleX 980

Hem thinketh long till they be met ;
And that they usen forth all the yere;
Among the folk when he is set,
He holdeth no man half his pere;
Of the bishop he hath pow_re 98._
To soyle men, or eis they ben lore;
His absolucion may make _ hem skere;
And wo is the soul that he singeth for!"

The Griffon began for to threte,
And sayd, "of monkes canst thou ought ?" 99o

The Pellican sayd, "they ben full grete,
And in this world moch wo hath. wrought.
Saynt Benet, that hit order brought,
Ne made hem never on such manere;
I trowe, it cam never in his thought 995

That they shulde use so greet powdr[e] ;

965. sayne. 966. them (.for hem). 967 . goddes goodeme 0)"
968. maynteyne. 969- Her ; shulde. 970. Her lyuynge leude.
97 x. utye ; maye. 975. muste. 973. lye. 975. anoue. 97e. meaae.

bythoppe. 987. absolution maye; them _for hem). 988. soule ;
fore. 993. her. 994. suche. 995. came. 996. great.
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That a man shulde a monk lord cal,

Ne serve on knees, as a king.
He is as proud as prince in pall
In mete, and drink, and [in] all thing; xooo
Some weren myter and ring,
With double wonted well y-dight,
With royall mete and fiche drink,
And rydeth on courser as a knight.

With hauke[s] and with houndes eke, xcos
With broches or ouches on his hode,
Some say no masse in all a weke,
Of deyntees is lair moste lode.
With lordshippes and with bondmen
This is a royaU religioufi ; zolo
Saynt Benet made never none of hem
To have lordship of man ne town.

Now they ben queynte and curious,
With fynclothcladde,and servedclene,
Proude, angry, and envyous, xoxs
Malyce is moch_ that they mene.
In cacching crafty and covetous,
Lordly liven in greet lyking;
This living is not religious
According to Benet in his living. _o2o

They ben clerkes, hir courtes they oversee,
Hir pore tenaunts fully they flyte;
The hyer that a man amerced be,
The gladlyer they woll it wryte.
This is fer from ChrmtespovertY., xo2s

For allwithcovetysetheyendyte;
On the pore they have no pith,
Ne never hem cherish, but ever hem byte.

997. monkelorde. 998. kynge. 999- pmude, xooo. meate;
drynke;sss2OlO/yia. zoDs.weanm;ryage. Ioo3. meate; drynit,.=
soo4. 0na'(_n.a). xoo7. sa_e. looS.deya_es; her; food,, xoxo.rcligion.
xola. lordthyppe;towne, zos3. Nowe. xox4.fyneclothe, xox6.meane.
IOl 7. _ttch_n_q_, 1018. greatlykynge, xot9. lyllyng_ 1020. A_-

cozdynge;Beaette; Iyaynge. so2I. her; ouenm. 1oa_. Her poore
tGmau_Ce. IO23. hym(a55o, hyer), soa_. farm. xo27. poom.
xo=S.clmTshe.
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And comunly suche ben comen
Of pore people, and of hem begete, to3o
That this perfeccion han y-nomen ;
Hit fffaders ryde not but on hir fete,
And travaylen sore for that they ete,
In povert liveth, yonge and old ;
Hir *faders suffreth drought and wete, 1o3_
Many hongrymeles,thurst, and cold.

All this the monkes han forsake

For Christes love and saynt Benet;
To pryde and es8 have hem take;
This religio[u]n is yvell beset, so4o
Had they ben out of religioun,
They must have honged at the plow,
Threshing and dyking fro town to town
With sory mete, and not half y-now.

Therfore they han this all forsake, to4S
And taken to riches, pryde, and ese;
Full fewe for god woll monkes hem make,
Litell is suche order for to prayse!
Saynt Benet ordayned it not so,
But bad hem be [ful] cherelich; logo
In churlich maner live and go,
Boystous in crth, and not lordlych.

They disclaunder saynt Benet,
Therfore they have his holy curse;
Saynt Benet with hem never met _oSS
But-if they thought to robbe his purse l
I can no more herof [now] tell,
But they ben lyk/_ tho before,
And cleni_ serve the diveU of hell
And ben his tresour and his store, so6o

xoa9. ¢ommenly. to3o. poore, to3t. perfection, so3s. H_r fsAIumi
ryden;her. xo34. olde. so._5.Herfathers, xo36.e.olde. . xo37. And
all (o_. And). xo38.Beaette. _o39-ease. ao4o. bese_ toO. #owe.
zo43. Threshyuge; dykynge; towne;"_owne. xo44.halle ynowe.
so4.o,ease. xoso. badde; au2_y ful; cherelyche, sosz. churlyche.
sos*. earth, xo53,Bencttc. zoos. mctte, xo57. S_.P_O,now.so6o. tretsoure.
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And allsucheothercounterfaytours,
Chanons,canons,and suchdisgysed,
Ben goddesenemiesand traytours,

His truereligionban fouldispysed.
Of freres I have told before xo6s
In a making of a 'Crede,'
And yet I coud tell worse and more,
But men wold werien it to rede!

As goddes goodnes no man tell might,
Wryte ne speke, ne think in thought, xoTo
So, hir falshed and hit unright
May no man tell, that ever god wrought."

The Gryffon sayd, "thou canst no good,
Thou earn never of no gentill kind
Other,I trow,thouwaxestwood, xo?s

Or clsthouhast[y-]lostthy mynd.

Shuldholychurch_haveno heed?

Who shuldbe her governayl?
Who shuldher rule,who shuldher reed,
Who shuld her forthren, who shuld avayl ?. _o8o
Ech man shall live by his travayl;
Who best doth, shall have moste mede;
With strength if men the churche assayl,
With strength men must defende her nede.

And the pope were purely pore, xo85
Nedy, and nothing ne had,
He shuld be driven from dore to dore ;
The wicked of him nold not be clrad.

Of such an heed men wold be sad,

And sinfully liven as hem t list ; 1o9o
With strength, amendes t shuld be made,
With wepen, wolves from sheep be t wist.

Io62. suche, xo64._oule, xo65. tolde, xo66. makynge.
xo67. coulde, zo68. wolds, .x°69- goodnene, xoTo._sp_e; thynke.
xo7x.her (_un_e). zo74. came;kynde. Io75. trowe. Io76. lome; myn.ae.
xo77-8o, shulde. Io78. gouemayl," xoSo.auayle.. _o_x. Eche;
tmuayle. !o83. usayle. 1o85. poore, xo86. nothynge; lmdde.
xo87. shulde, xo88. nolde; dradde, io89. wolde; mdde. xo9o. lust
(nmdllbt).xogl. such(t_adshuld).io9'., shepe;wust(readwist).
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If the pope and prelats wold
So begge and bidde, bowe, and borowe,
Holy churche shuld stand full cold, zogs
Hir servaunts sitte and SOUl_ sorowel
And they were noughty, foule, and horowe,
To worship god men wold8 wlate;
Bothe on even and on morowe

Such harlotry men wold_ hate. Hoo

Therfore men of holy churche
Shuld ben honest in all thing,
Worshipfully goddes workes werche,
So semeth it, to serve Christ hir king
In honest and in clene clothing ; _oS
With vessels of golde and clothes fiche,
To god honestly to make off`ring;
To his lordship non is liche."

The Pellican caste an houge cry,
And sayd, "alas_ why sayest thou so? iHo
Christ is our heed that sitteth on by,
Heddes ne ought we have no too.
We ben his membres both also,
And t fader he taught us to ca] him als ;
Maysters be called defended he tho; n1_
All other maysters ben wicked and fals,

That taketh maystry in his name,
Gostly, and for erthly good ;
Kinges and lordes shuld lordship han,
And rule the people with myld_ .mode. sx2o
Christ, for us that shedde his blood,
Bad his preestes no maystersh/p have,
Ne cark_ nat for cloth ne fode;
From every mischef he will hem save:

zo93. prelateswolde. Io95. shuldestande; colde, so96. Her
uaunt_. , 1o98. worshypl_, sxoo. Suche. -. Ixo2. Shulde; thynge.
zxo4.ne_xynge, z]os. clothynb,e. zso7. offrynge. _xoS.lordshypppetl)
none. -- Hog.:.crye. xHx. hye. xxx4. father. Ix_5. to be (om.to).
Hxo. _eaawsxxe? zls8. Goostly; earthly, slxg. shulde; bane.
szas. blode, sza_. Badd¢. zxa4. my_hde.
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Hir fiche clothing shal be rightwysnesse, _125
Hir tresour, trewi_ lyf shal be;
Charit_ shal be hir richesse,
Hir lordship shal be unit_;
Hope in god, hir honestY;
Hir vessell, clen_ conscience ; , x3o
Pore in spirit, and humilitY,
Shal be holy churches defence."

"What," sayd the Griffon, "may thee greve
That other folkes faren wele ?

What hast thou to don_ with hir t leve? 11_$
Thy falsheed ech man may fele.
For thou canst no catell gete,
But livest in londe, as a lorell,
With glosing gettest thou thy mete ;
So fareth the devell that wonneth in helL w_4o

He wold that ech man ther shuld dwell,
For he liveth in clene envy ;
So with the tales that thou doest tell

Thou woldest other people distay,
With your glose, and your heresy, 1_4S
For ye can live no better lyf,
But cleni_ in hypocrisy,
And bringest thee in wo and stryf.

And therwith have Eve] not to done,
For ye ne have[n] here no cure; ltSo
Ye serve the divell, * not god ne man,
And he shall payi_ you your hyre.
For ye woll fari_ well at feesteg
And warm [be] clothed for the colde,
Therfore ye glose goddes hestes, _SS
And begyle the people, yonge and olde.

zi_5-3o. Her. x125. clothynge., xz,6. tre____are;lyfe. ,xa8. lord-
lShyppe, sl;3z. Poore; spirite. H33. the. zz_35,haste; lyue(rtad
eve). tz56. eche. ;z59. glmynge. Ix4t. wolde; edae; there

shulde, i143. enuye. 1146. lyre. 1148. the; stryfe. I149. Suj_bly
ye. I15I, aeyther(rmdaot). xs54. warme; _uj_,t/),be.
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And all the seven sacraments

Ye speke ayenst, as ye were sly,
Ayenst tythings with your entents,
And on our lordes body falsly ly. 1x6o
All this ye don to live in ese,
As who sayeth, ther ben non suche;
And sayn, the pope is not worth a pese,
To make the people ayen him gruche.

And this commeth in by fendes, it65
To bringe the Christen in distaunce;
For they wold that no man were frendes;
Leve thy chattring, with mischaunce!
If thou live well, what wilt thou more ?
Let other men live as hem list ; i x7o
Spende in good, or kepe in store ;
Other mennes conscience never thou nist.

Ye han no cure to answere for;
What meddell ye, that han not to don ?
Let men live as they hart don yore, Iz75
For thou shalt answere for no _¢mon."

The Pellican sayd, "Sir, nay, [nayj,
I dispysed not the pope,
Ne no sacrament, soth to say;
But speke in charit_ and good hope. liso

But I dispyse hir hy_ pryde,
Hir richesse, that shuld be pore in spryt;
Hir wickednesse is knowe so wyde,
They serv_ god in fals habyt ;
And tureen mekenesse into pryde, _x8,_
And lowlinesse into hy degr_
And goddes wordes tume and hyde ;
And that am I moved by charit_

Ix73. fore. 1_74. done. z_75. done. it76. share; man.
xx77.Supply nay. xx79. tmcrameate, tt8o. speake, n$t- 3. her.
xt8a. shulde; poore; spidte, xl84. falselmbyte, n86. bye.
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To lett_ men to liv_ so

With all my conning and al my might, it9o
And to wame men of hir wo
And to tell hem trouth and right.
The sacraments be soul_-hele

If they ben used in good use;
Ayenst that speke I never a del, H95
For then were I nothing wyse.

But they that use hem in mis man_re,
Or sette hem up to any sale,
I trow, they shall abye hem dere;
This is my reson, this is my tale. x2oo
Who-so taketh hem unrighffulliche
Ayenst the ten commaund_ments,
Or by glos_ wrechedliche
SeUeth any of the sacraments,

I trow, they do the deveU homage i2os
In that they weten they do wrong ;
And therto, I dar well wage,
They serven Satan for al her song.
To tythen and offren is hoolsom lyf,
So it be don in dew man_re ; z2to
A man to houselin and to shryve,
Wedding, and all the other in-fere,

So it be nother sold ne bought,
Ne take ne give for eovetyse ;
And it be so taken, it is nought; 12t5
Who selleth hem so, may sore agryse.
On our Lordes body I do not ly,
I say soth, thorow trew_ rede,
His flesh and blood, through his mystry,
Is there, in the forme of brede. 12_o

IX_O. CoIlnyng¢. llgl._lt'r. II93. sacramentes, xxg$. speake; dale.
xx96. nothynge, xx97.vma; myue. i199. trow¢, t_oo. rcatam.
lao_. commatmdementes, x_o4. ucramentes, i_,o5. trowe, xao6. wronge.
zao7. dart. xaoS.songe, xao9. hotsomelyfe. xato. done ; dewe.
aals. Wetldyage. xax3. solde. , xai6. maye. xal7. lye. xaI8. saye;
thorowe, zaxg. fleshe; blode; mysttye.
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How it is there, it nedeth not saxyve,
Whether it be subget or accident,
But as Christ was, when he was on-lyre,
So is he there, vemment.
If pope or cardinall live good lyve, JJaS
As Christ commaunded in hisgospell,

CAyengs that woll I not stryve;
But, me thinketh, they live not well.

For if the pope lived as god bede,
Pryde and hyghnesse he shuld dispyse, z_3o
Richesse, covetyse, and crowae on hede,
Mekenesse and povert he shulde use."

The Gryffon sayd, he shulde abye--
"Thou shal_t] be brent in bale.full lyre;
And all thy secte I shall distrye, t=3S
Ye shal be hanged by the swyre!

Ye shullen be hanged and to-draw_
Who giveth you lev6 for to preehe,
Or speke ¢ agayn_s goddes lawe,
And the people thus falsly teche ? _3_o
Thou shaltbe cursedwith boke and bell,
And dissevered from holy churche,
And clene y-dampned into hell
Otherwyse but ye woll worche!"

The Pellican sayd, "that I ne drede ; _24s
Your cursinge is of litell value;
.Of god I hope to have my mede,
For it is falshecl that )re shewe.
For ye ben out of char/t_
And wilneth vengeaunce, as did Nero;. xaso
To suffren I woll redy be;
I drede not that thou canst do.

xaat. Howe. xaaa. mbgette, xaaT.Ayen_ xa3o. shalde.
x23a. pouerte, xa35. dystrye. _38. leaue; preache, i=39.
agaymt." la4o. falsdyt_eh-= za4._,myde. .x_48.fahhed_
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Christ had ones suffre for his love,

And so he taught all his servaunts ;
And but thou amend for his sake above, _2._5
I drede not all thy mayntenaunce.
For ff I drede the worldes hate,
Me thinketh, I were litell to prayse ;
I drede nothing your hye estat,
Ne I drede not your disese, ia6o

Wolde ye turne and leve your pryde,
Your hy_ port, and your richesse,
Your cursing shuld not go so wyde ;
God bring you into rightwysnessel
For I drede not your tyranny, . x265
For nothing that ye can doon ;
To suffre I am all redy,
Siker, I recke never how soon!"

The Griffon grinned as he were wood,
And loked lovely as an owlel t_7o
And swor, by cockes hert_ blood,
He wolde him ter/:, every doulel
"Holy churche thou disclaundrest foule!
For thy resorts I won thee all to-race;
And make thy flesh to rote and mottle; _75
Losell, thou shalt have hard_ grace!"

The Griffon flew forth on his way ;
The Pellican did sitte and weep ;
And to him-selfd he gan say,
"God wolde that any of Christes sheep x2so
Had herd, and y-tak_ kepe
Eche a word that here sayd was,
And wolde it wryte and well it kepe!
God wolde it were all, for his grace I"

x253. lmdde, zs54- m_aaunteL x_55. amea_. 1259.nothynge;
estate, xa6o. dyseue, x26x. lenae, xa6a. porte, xa63.cursynge

Z_64.bryni_ x26G.nothynge;done. la6B. howemane.
xa69.wade. zaTx.swore; bloode, x"74. reamm; the. 1a75. fie,he.

wa wepe.z276. _h_dte, x_'77,flewe; xa78. xa79. saye.
zaSo._epo. la8;. herde. Ia_. worde, xaB&
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Ylowmma. I answerde, and sayd I wolde, x285
If for my travayl any wold pay.

_olloan. He sayd, "yes ; these that god ban sold;
For they hart [greet] store of money_"

:Plow.-_,_- I sayd, "tell me, and thou may,
Why tellest thou menn_s trespace?" 129o

Peltemx He said, "to amende hem, in good fay,
If god woll give me any grace.

For Christ him-seIfe is lykned to me,
That for his people dyed on rode;
As fare I, right so fareth he, z395
He fedeth his birdes with his blode.

But these don yvell q ayen_s good,
And ben his foon under frendes face ;
I tolde hem how hir living stood;
God amende hem, for his grace!" _3oo

Ylowma_ "What ayleth the Griffon, tell [me] why,
That he holdeth on that other syde ?"

l'ellteaa. "For they two ben [of kind], lyldy,
And with [lyk] kindes robben wyde.
The foul betokeneth levi11] pryde, ;3o5
As Lucifer, that hygh t flowe was ;.
And sith he did him in evell hyde,
For he agilted goddes grace.

As bird [that] flyeth up in the ayr,
And liveth by birdes that ben meke, x3xo
So these be flowe up in dispayr,
And shenden sely soules eke.
The soules that ben in sinnes seke,
He culleth hem; knele therfore, alas l
For brybry goddes forbode breke, 13x5
GOd amende it, for his grace l

t286. trauayle;anymanwolde(ore.man). za87.solde, xs88. S#_#0'
greet, x_93. lykened, x_97. do_e; ayenstgode. I_98. forte.
]a99.howeher lyuyugestode, x3ox..5't_t_O'me. I_o3. _q_/y
Pellican(m.vnglyprtfl.r.6dtoL t3o5); su._, of kind. 13o4.S_ly lyk.
x3o$. foule; aup_/y evil], x3o6. flewe {f_u/ flowe; _ I. x3xl).
13o9. byrde;_#/ythat; ayre. x3tx. into{rmdia); dytpaym.
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The hinder part is a lyoun,
A robber and a ravinere,
That robbeth the people in erth a-down,
And in erth holdeth non his pere; xs2o
So fareth this foul, both fer and nere;
With temporel strength they people chase,
As a lyon proud in erth_ here ;
God amende hem for hys grace l"

He flew forth with his winges twayn, i325
All drouping, dased, and dull.
But soone the Griffon cam agayn,
Of his foules the erth was full;
The Pellican he had cast to pull.
So greet a nombre never seen ther was ; 135o
What manet of foules, tellen I woll,
If god woll give me of his grace.

With the Griffon comen foules fele,
Ravins, rokes, crowes, and pye,
Gray foules, agadred wele, IssS
Y-gurd, above they woldfi bye.
Gledes and bosardes weren hem by ;
Whyt moUes and puttockes token hit place ;
And lapwinges, that wel conneth ly,
This felowship hart for-gerd hir grace, z_o

Longe the Pellican was out,
But at [the] laste he cometh agayn ;
And brought with him the Phenix stout.
The Griffon wolde have flowe full fayn ;
His foules, that flewen as thycke as rayn, x345
The Phenix tho began hem chace ;
To fly from him it was in vayn,
For he did vengeaunce and no grace.

• x3"_7,lmate. 13z9-_ a down_ ]_o. none. t3_t. fonle;
fetxe. 13_*.Aadwyth(ore.And). 13a3. proude; earth, z32._.(Pellican
_ zor6_s _e t/_ _); flewe; twayne, x5_6.droupyn_.. 1,_27.came
agayne. 13_8. earth. 135o. great; senethere. 1336.Igurde.
x338.Whyte; her. J339-lye. 154o.fforgttde her. I34.. Su_/y the.
J343. stoute, t_4. fayn_ z_5. myne. 1347. tiye; vayn¢.



19o II. THE PLOWMANS TALE. [PART III.

He slew hem down without mercy,
Ther astart_ neyther free ne thrall; _35o
On him they cast a rufull cry
When the Griffon down was falL

He beet hem not, but slew hem all;
Whither he hem drove, no man may trace;
Under the erthe, me thought, they yall; s355
Alas l they had a feble grace!

The Pellican then axed right,
"For my wryting if I have blame,
Who woll for me fight of flight?
Who shallsheld_me from shame? 1360

He thathad a mayd todame,

The lamb thatslayn[forsinners]was,
Shallsheld_me fromgostlyblame;

For erthlyharm isgoddesgrace.

Therfore I praye every man, _36s
Of my wryting have me excuse&"
This wryting wryteth the Pellican,
That thus these people hath d/spysed;
For I am, fresh, fully advysed,
I nill not maynteyn his manace. 137°
For the devell is for disguysed,
To bringe a man to yvell grace.

Wyteth the Pellican, and not me,
For herof I nil not avowe,
In hy ne in low, ne in no degr_, 1375
But as a fable take it ye mowe.
To holy churche I will me bowe;
Ech man to amende him, Christ send space!
And for my wryting me alowe
He that is almighty, for his grace.' ISSo

3Pin4a,

4_W- slewe; downe. 135o. There. I_5z. downe. 1353. bete;
slewe_ x358. wrytynge, X36Lmayde. - sS62. Andthehunbe
(ore.And); _/.y, forsinners, lS64. erthelyhanne. I$66--7. wr]_yng¢.

_369. freshe.- • 13.7o.maynteyne, x37s. often(rmdoR). 1375. bye;owe. 137t5._.ae; _ae. 1379. wrytTnge.



III. JACK UPLAND.

I JACK UPLANDE, make my mone to very god and to alltrue belevinge in Christ, that Antichrist and his disciples, by
colour of holines, walken and deceiven Christes church by many

fals figures, wherethrough, by Antichrist and his, many vertues
been transposed to vices. 5

But the fellest folk that ever Antichrist found been last

brought into the church, and in a wonder wyse; for they been of
divers sectes of Antichrist, sowen of divers countrees and

kinredes. And all men knowen wel, that they ben not obedient

to bishoppes, ne lege men to kinges ; neither they tiUen ne
sowen, weden, ne repen woode, corn, ne gras, neither nothing

that man shuld helpe but only hem-selves, hir lyres to sustein.
And these men ban all maner power of god, as they sayen,
in heaven and in earth, to sell heaven and hell to whom that

hem lyketh ; and these wrecches wete never where to been 15
hemselves.

And therfore, frere, if thine order and rules ben grounded on

goddes law, tell thou me, Jack Upland, that I aske of thee; and
if thou be or thinkest to be on Christes syde, kepe thy pacience.

Saynt Paul techeth, that al oar dedes shuld be don in charitY, 2o
and els it is nought worth, but displesing to god and harm to
oure owne soules. And for because freres chalengen to be

gretest clerkes of the church, and next folowinge Christ in
livinge, men shulde, for charitY, axe hem some questions, and

F_ C. (-printed eop_jn Caius Coll. library, Cambridge) ; I_e/,'re

.S. _lkyn. debauch. 5, 6, 7. _ (for been; _,q_ o.fi'e,). 6. folke.
founde. 9. kym_ddm. I t. Knume,nether n_bing (sic). xa. one}y.
l_t lyfe_ x3. had; Sp. hm_ s5. hym (/'or hem). wx_.ches, so. -setxe_
18. _ _o. _acheth. don. _I. not; _p. nought, dyspleuyage, mmme_
2_. ,'be_._e _Sp. that). 23. greltest,
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z5 pray hem to grounde their answers in reson and in holy writ ; for
els their answere wolde nought be worth, be it florished never so
faire ; and, as me think, men might skilfully axe thus of a frere.

L Frere, how many orders be in erthe, and which is the
perfitest order? Of what order art thou ? Who made thyn

30 order ? What is thy rule ? Is there ony pertlter rule than Christ
himselfe made ? If Christes rule be moost pertit, why rulest
thou thee not therafter ? Without more, why shall a frere be
more punished if he breke the rule that his patron made, than if
he breke the hestes that god himself made ?

35 2. Approveth Christ ony more religions th_n 0on, that saynt
James speketh of. If he approveth no more, why hast thou left
his rule, and taken another ? Why is a frere apostata, that leveth
his order and taketh another secte ; sith there is but oon religion
of Christ ?

4o 3. Why be ye wedded faster to your habits than a man is to his
wyfe ? For a m_n may leve his wyf for a yere or two, as many
men do ; and if tye leve your habit a quarter of a yere, ye shuld
be holden apostatas.

4. Maketh youre habit you men of religion, or no ? If it
45 do, than, ever as it wereth, your religion wereth; and, after that

the habit is better, is you[r] religion better. And whan ye liggen
it besyde you, than lig ye youre religion besyde you, and ben
apostatas. Why by ye you so precious clothes, sith no man
seketh such but for vaine glorie, as saynt Gregory saith ?

5o 5- What betokeneth youre grete hood, your scaplerye, youre
knotted girdel, and youre wyde cope ?

6. Why use ye al oon colour, more then other Christen men
do ? What betokeneth that ye been clothed all in one maner
clothinge ?

55 7- If ye saye it betokeneth love and chari_ certes, than ye be
ofte ypocrites, whan ony of you hateth other, and in that, that ye
wollen be said holy by youre clothinge.

8. Why may not a frere were clothing of an-other secte of
freres, sith holines stondeth not in the clothes ?.

_5- reason, write, s6. hot; Sp. nought. 28. earthe. 29. _hyhe.31 ve_fvte, z the.
6" r"J."7. 5 • 3$..break. 5_. breake. .i5. bne.

5 .C_. tern. mor; Sp.more. lef; Sp. left. $7. l¢ffiueth. 38. one.39- :lxrtste. 40. abytet; Sp. habits. 4z. leane, wyfe. yem-e. 42. you;
read ye...I¢_.ne...abyte; Sp. habit, yeare. 44- aby_; Sp. habit.
4_$-w_Le___twar_).4b. theabbyte;Sp.yourhabit. 48. apo_tMe; Sp.
,,_ue,. vy! _p. ouy. .So. grebe hoode. 5z. ¢_pe. 5_. one-
cmoure. 5& _ _7. layne, clotynge(I). 58. maye. weareclothynge.
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9- Why holde ye silence in one howse more than in another; 6o
sith men ought over-al to speke the good and leve the evell ?

xo. Why ete you flesh in one house more than in another,
if youre rule and youre order be perfit, and the patron that
made it ?

xL Why gette ye your dispensaciong to have it more esy ? 65
Certes, either it semeth that ye be unperfit; or he, that made it
so hard that ye may not holde it. And siker, if ye holde not the
rule of youre patrons, ye be not than hir freres ; and so ye lye
upon youre-selves !

x2. Why make ye you as dede men whan ye be professed ; 7o
and yet ye be not dede, but more quicke beggars than ye were
before? And it semeth evell a deed man to go aboute and
begge.

x3. Why will ye not suffer youre novices here your councels in
youre chapter-house, er that they been professed ; if youre coun- 75
cels been trew, and after god[dies lawe ?

t4. Why make ye you so costly houses to dwell in ; sith Christ
did not so, and dede men shuld have but graves, as falleth to
dede men ? And yet ye have more gorgeous buildinges than
many lordes of Englonde. For ye maye wenden through the 8o
realme, and ech night, wel nigh, ligge in youre owne courtes ;
and so mow but fight few lordes do.

x5. Why hyre ye to ferme youre limitors, gevinge therfore
eehe yeer a certain rente; and will not suffer oon in an-others
limitaeion, fight as ye were your-selves lordes of contreys ? as

x6. Why be ye not under youre bisshops visitacions, and liege
men to oure kinge ?

xT. Why axe ye no letters of bretherhedes of other mens
prayers, as ye des/re that other men shulde aske letters of you ?

18. If youre letters be good, why graunte ye them not generally 9o
to al maner men, for the more charit_ ?

x9. Mow ye make ony man more perfit brother for your
prayers, than god hath by oure beleve, by our baptyme and his
owne graunte ? If ye mowe, certes, than ye be above god.

60. Sp.ore.inl_¢foreanother. 61. speake, leaue. 6_. care. 65. easy.
66. ether; Sp. either, vaperfyta 67. harde, aeker; Sp. stker. 68. her.
69. aelfes. 70. ye you; SI_ont. ye (1). _,o,7I. deade(_'ce). b_gtn_;
Sp. beggar_ _e ; Sp.you. _ 72. dearie. 74, aeare. 75. eaxe; ap. ere.
Sp. baneben(C. ore.haue). 78. Sp.fal|eth it to. 78, 79. deade(tu_/ct).
79. gorgeousbuyldinget; SIx courts, 8o. maye; Sp.now(er_rfor mow).
8L weluygh;Sp. will 0). 8._.here; Sp. heire(re_/hyre). 8euyage,
84, yeare. ¢ertayne. one. 9z. Sp. of mea. 9_. perfyte. Sp. brether_l).
93. baptyme;Sp. btpthme.

*** 0
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95 20. Why make ye men beleve that your golden trentall songe
of you, to take therfore ten shiUinges, or at the leest fyve
shillinges, will bringe soules out of helle, or out of purgatorye ?
If this be sooth, certes, ye might bring all soules out of payne.
And that wolle ye nought ; and than ye be out of charitb.

ioo 2L Why make ye men beleve, that he that is buried in youre
habit shall never come in hell ; and ye wire not of youre-selfe,
whether ye shall to hell, or no ? And if this were sooth, ye
shulde selle youre high houses, to make many habites, for to save
many mens soules.

_o5 22. Why stele ye mens children for to make hem of youre
secte; sith that theft is agaynst goddes heste; and sithe youre
secte is not perfit ? Ye know not whether the rule that ye binde
him to, be best for him or worst !

23. Why underuirne ye not your brethren, for their trespas
Ho after the lawe of the gospell ; sith that underneminge is the best

that may be ? But ye put them in prison ofte, whan they do after
goddes lawe; and, by saynt Austines rule, if ony did amisse and
wolde not amende h/m, ye should put him from you.

24. Why covete ye shfifte, and burying of other mens parishens,
_xSand non other sacrament that falleth to Christen folke ?

25. Why busie ye not to here shrifte of poore folke, as well
as of fiche lordes and ladyes ; sith they mowe have more plentee
of shrihe-fathers than poore folk may ?

z6. Why saye ye not the gospel in houses of bedred men ; as
_2oye do in fiche mens, that mowe go to churche and here the

gospell ?
27. Why covette rye not to burye poore folk among you; sith

that they ben moost holy, as ye sayn that ye ben for youre
povertee ?

125 28. Why will ye not be at hir diriges, as ye been at fiche mens ;
sith god prayseth hem more than he cloth fiche men?

z 9. What is thy prayer worth ; sith thou wilt take therefore ?
For of all chapmen ye nede to be moost wyse; for drede of
symonye..

i3o 3° . What cause hast thou that thou wilt not precbe the

96. Sp.or#.the. least. 97. oute. 98. 1oz. south; Sp. sooth. IoL Jtbyte;
Sp. habit. Io3. abytes, zo5. steale. Io7. wether; Sp. whether.
Io9. vndermyne(for vndernyme); Sp. vaderneme. .11 L msye. presoaae;
Sp. prison. Jx2. Sp.Augustines.dyd; Sp. doe. zz4- bnryenge, xxS. none.
116. heare; Sp.heareto. n 7. pleatie. 118. folke mayo.- Izo. heare.
x2a. Both you. [olkeamonge, la3. sayne. 124. pouertye. 135. her.
bene. 116. Sp.other(./'orriche). I28. Sp. ore.o£ _5o. wylte, pr_,_c_he.
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gospel|, as god sayeth that thou shuldest; sith it is the best
lore, and also oure beleve ?

3 I. Why he ye evell apayed that secular prestes shulde preche
the gospel ; sith god himoselfe hath boden hem ?

32. Why hate ye the gospell to be preched; sith ye be so 13_
moche holde thereto? For ye winne more by yere with In
/_n'T_'p_, than with all the rules that ever youre patrons made.
And, in this, minstrels been better than ye. For they contraryen
not to the mirthes that they maken ; but ye contraryen the gospell
bothe in worde and dede. _4o

33. Frere, whan thou receivest a peny for to say a masse,
whether seUest thou goddes body for that peny, or thy prayer,
or els thy travail ? If thou sayest thou wolt not travaile for to
saye the masse but for the peny, "_than ceres, if this be soth, than
thou lovest to littel mede for thy soule. And if thou sellest _4._
goddes body, other thy prayer, than it is very symony ; and art
become a chapman worse than Judas, that solde it for thirty
pens.

34. Why wrytest thou hir names in thy tables, that yeveth thee
moneye ; sith god knoweth all thing ? For it semeth, by thy _so
wryting, that god wolde not rewarde him but thou wryte him in
thy tables ; god wolde els forgetten iL

35. WhY berest thou god in honde, and sclaundrest him that he
begged for his mete; sith he was lord over all ? For than hadde
he ben uuwyse to have begged, and no nede therto, l_._

36. Frere, after what law rulest thou thee ? Whet findest thou
in goddes law that thou shuldest thus begge ?

37. What manet men nedeth for to begge?
Of whom oweth suche men to begge ?
Why beggest thou so for thy brethren ? x6o
If thou sayest, for they have nede; than thou doest it for the

more perfeecion, or els for the leest, or els for the mene. If it be

the moost perfection of al|, than shulde al thy brethren do so;
and than no man nededto heggebutforhim-selfe,forsoshuldno
man beggebut him neded. And if it be the leestpeffeccion,whyz6s
lovest thou than other men more than thy-selfe ? For so thou art

x33. payed;Sp. apaid.Ilpreache. IS4. gosgel(t). Sp. bodden, hym;
Sp.hem. x35. preachelL _36. yeare, x39. myrtes;Sp. mirths.
14a. Sp. thy; C. om. (6¢fortprayer). 144. S_).thatee_es (¢rroefoe thaa
certes); C. & certes, x49. her. the. I5o. taynge, xSx.Sp. writest;
Sp.ore.him, xS_.Sp. forgotten(1). 153. bearest, z54. meate.
I56. the. t59. C. Of; Sp. For. I62. perfection(/_ perfeccionin l. 163).
least. ,,,cane(often). I65. _ z66. me.

O2
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not well in charitY; sith thou shuldest seke the more perfeccion
after thy power, livinge thy-selfe moost after god ; and thus, leving
that imperfeccion, thou shuldest not so begge for hem. And if

7o it is a good mene thus to begge as thou doest, than shuld no man
do so but they ben in this good mene; and yet such a mene,
graunted to you, may never be grounded in goddes lawe ; for
than both lered and lewed that ben in mene degr_ of this worlde
shuld go aboute and begge as ye do. And if all suche shuld do

_Tsso, certes, wel nigh al the world shuld go aboute and begge as
ye do : and so shulde there be ten beggers agaynst oon yever.

38. Why procurest thou men to yeve thee hir alines, and sayest
it is so meedful ; and thou wilt not thy-selfe winne thee that
mede ?

_8o 39. Why wilt thou not begge for poore bedred men, that ben
poorer than ony of youre secte, that liggen, and mow not go
aboute to helpe themselves ; sith we be all brethren in god, and
that bretherhed passeth ony other that ye or ony man coude
make ? And where moost nede were, there were moost perfeccion;

_85 either els ye holde hem not youre pure brethren, or worse. But
than ye be imperfite in your begginge.

40. Why make ye you so many maisters among you ; sith it
is agaynst the techinge of Christ and his apostels ?

4L Whos ben all your fiche courtes that ye hart, and all your
x_ofiche jewels ; sith ye sayen that ye han nought, in proper ne in

comune ? If ye sayn they ben the popes, why t geder ye then, of
poore men and of lordes, so much out of the kinges honde to make
your pope fiche ? And sith ye sayen that it is greet perfeccion to
have nought, in proper ne in comune, why be ye so fast aboute to

sgS make the pope (that is your "_fader) fiche, and putte on him imper-
feccion ? Sithen ye sayn that your goodes ben aU his, and he
shulde by reson be the moost perfit man, it semeth openlich that
ye ben cursed children, so to sclaunder your "_fader, and make
him imperfit. And if ye sayn that tho goodes be yours, then do

_ooye ayenst youre rule ; and if it be not ayenst your rule, than might

z67. c.harytye,sithe, z68. leauynge, s69. SIXthem(foehem). _7o.
doeste, s73. learnedand lewd; Sp.Ieridand leaud, x74. SIXo_. suche.
x76. one. x77. thehere. 178. C. medefull;Sp.needful, the. x8_.
themse]fes, x8s. coulde, x85. hym; Six them(_r.adhem). C. or; Sp.but.
x_7. amoage. I88. teanhyage. I89. Whose. rych. 19o. yewels; Six
iewels, improperne;Sp. neiopropernein. I9Lcumune; Sp. common.
sayne, gerber;.Sp.gather. _9fl.Sp._.of. /93. great. 194.inl_'oper
n¢comune;_Sp.mproperbe(!)mcommon. _95. fatherrych, put. 197.
reason perl_te. I98. father. 199. imperfyte, sayne. Sp.the (.foetho):



IIL JACK UPLAND. x97

ye havebothploughand cart,andlabourasothergoodmen don,
and notsobeggetobyIosengery,and ydell,asyedon. And ifye
say that it is more perfeecion to begge than to travaill or worch
with youre hand, why preche ye not openly, and teche all men to
do so, sith it is the best and moost perfit lyf to helpe of her _o5
soules, as ye make children to begge that might have been fiche
heyres ?

42. Why make ye not your festes to poore men, and yeveth
hem yeftes, as ye don to the fiche ; sith poore men han more
nede than the fiche ? 2,o

43. What betokeneth that ye go tweyne and tweyne t togeder ?
If ye be out of chafit_, ye accorden not in soule.

44. WhY begge ye, and take salaries therto, more than other
prestes ; sith he that moost taketh, most charge he hath ?

45- Why holde ye not saynt Fraunces rule and his testament ; z,s
sith Fraunces saith, that god shewed him this living and this
rule ? And certes, if it were goddes will, the pope might not
fordo it ; or els Fraunces was a lyar, that sayde on this wyse.
And but this testament that he made accorde with goddes will,
els erred he as a lyar that were out of chafitb ; and as the law a2o
sayeth, he is accursed that letteth the righffull last will of a deed
man lacke. And this testament is the last will of Fmunces that
is a deed man ; it seemeth therefore that all his freres ben
cursed.

46. Why wil ye not touche no coined money with the crosse, 22_
ne with the kinges heed, as ye don other jewels both of golde and
silver ? Certes, if ye despyse the crosse or the kinges heed, than
ye be worthy to be despysed of god and the kinge. And sith ye
will receyve money in your hertes and not with youre handes, it
seemeth that ye holde more holinesse in your hondes than in your _3o
hertes ; and than be ye false to god.

47. Why have ye exempt you fro our kinges lawns and visitinge
of our bishoppes more than other Christen men that liven in this
ranlme, if ye be not gilty of traitory to our realme, or trespassers
to oure bishoppes ? But ye will have the kinges lawns for trespas 235
don to you ; and ye wil have power of other bishops more than

aox. carte, done. aoa. le_ngery; Sp.loscngery. done. no4. preach.
t,_ch_ ao5. pen_.te lyre._ zo6. be; Sixbin. zoS. feastes, ao9. done.
rych. all. togetaer, zlz. chadtie, zx4. SIXore.am/he, zao. C. as;
Sp. is(l) charytie. 2ax. Sp. aceurr_; C. cu:sede. C._,t. hat. dead.
azz. Sp._,_. lack,, least; SIXlast. zzS. dead. C. _m. therefore, zz6.
betide, done. 2",7. heade. _':'9.re,___;,e_ az9, z3z. hartea(¢'u_'¢).
:tSLSp. _ ye.. a5z. exempte, z54. gyltye, traytery, trespasers.
aaS. SIXyour (foroure). SIx thetrespame(for txesln_). z56. done.
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other prestes ; and also have leave to prison youre brethren as
lordes in youre courtes, more than other folkes han that ben the
kinges lege men.

240 48. Why shal some secte of you freres paye eche yere a certaine
to hir generall provinciall or minister, or els to hir soverains, but-if
he stele a certain number of children, as some men sayn ? And
certes, if this be soth, than be ye constrayned, upon certaine
payne, to do thefte, agaynst goddes commaundement, non

245furtum fades.
49. Why be ye so hardy, to graunte, by letters of fraternitY, to

men and women, that they shall have part and merit of all your
good dedes; and ye witen never whether god be apayed with
youre dedes because of youre sinne ? Also ye witen never whether

25o that man or woman be in state to be saved or damned ; than shall
he have no merit in heven for his owne dedes, ne for none other
marls. And all were it so, that he shuld have part of youre good
dedes; yet shulde he have no more than god would geve him,
after that he were worthy ; and so much shall eche man have of

255goddes yefte, withoute youre limitation. But if ye will saye that
ye ben goddes felowes, and that he may not do without youre
assent, than be ye blasphemers to god.

5o. What betokeneth that ye have ordeined, that when such
oon as ye have mad youre brother or sister, and hath a letter of

260 your sele, that letter tmot be brought in youre holy chapter and
there be red ; or els ye will not praye for him ? But and ye willen
not praye specially for all other that weren not mad youre brethren
or sistren, than were ye not in right eharit_ ; for that ought to be
commune, and namely in goostly thinges.

26_ 5L Frere, what charit_ is this---to overcharge the people by
mighty begginge, under colour of prechinge or praying or masses
singing ? Sith holy writ biddeth not thus, but even the contrary;
for al such goostly dedes shulde be don freely, as god yeveth hem
freely.

uTo 52. Frere, what charit_ is tliis---to begyle children or they
commen to discrecion, and binde hem to youre orders, that been

24o. echeyeare; .Sp.eehayere. u4x. her(t_¢), uO. steale_ certayne.
sayne. "*47.mente, a48. whyther;Sp.whether. payde; Sp.apayed.
249.weten; Sp. witten. 251. meryte, heaven. 2._. man(for rnnnR.$

_¢_1etowee, maye. 258. tokeneth; Sp. betoke_aeth, u59. one. made.2 . scale, mought(readmot). u6t. redde; Sp.red. Sp. Andbut.
u62. Sp.ore. Jst not, speeyally;Sp. especially, made. 264. comnme(1).
goostely; Sp. ghostly. 266. myghtie, co|onte, preadaynge, prayeag.
_67. write. _68. donetidy. u69. frely, u7I. him; Sp. hem.
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not grounded in goddes lawe, against hir frendes wil ? Sithen by
this foly ben many apostatas, both in will and dede, and many
ben apostatas in hir will during all hir lyre, that wolde gladly be
discharged if they wist how ; and so, many ben apostatas that 275
shulden in other states have ben trewe men.

53. Frere, what charit_ is this--to make so mony freres in
every countrey, to the charge of the people? Sith persounes
and vicares alone, ye, secular prestes alone, ye, monkes and
chanons alone, with bishops above hem, were y-nough to the 28o
church, to do prestes office. And to adde mo than y-nough is
a foul errour, and greet charge to the people ; and this is openly
against goddes will, that ordeined all thinges to be don in weight,
nomber, and me.sure. And Christ himself was apayed with twelve
apostles and a few disciples, to preche and do prestes office to all 28s
the hole world ; than was it better don than it is now at this tyme
by a thousand deel. And right so as foure fingers with a thumbe
in a maunes hande, helpeth a man to worche, and double nomber
of fingers in one bond shuld lette him more; and the more
nomber that there were, passing the mesure of goddes ordinaunce, 290
the more were a man letted to worke : right so, as it semeth, it is
of these newe orders that ben added to the church, without grounde
of holy writ and goddes ordinaunce.

54. Frere, what charit_ is thishto lye to the people, and saye
that ye folowe Christ in poverth more than other men don ? 29s
And yet, in curious and costly howsinge, and fyne and precious
clothing, and delicious and lykinge fedinge, and in tresoure and
jewels and fiche ornamentes, freres passen lordes and other fiche
worldly men ; and soonest they shuld bringe hit cause aboute,
be it never so cosily, though goddes lawe be put abacke. 3oo

55. Frere, what charith is this--to t gader up the bokes of holy
writ and putte hem in tresory, and so emprisoune hem from
secular prestes and curates ; and by this eautel lette hem to
preche the gospell freely to the people without worldly mede; and
also to defame good prestes of heresy, and lyen on hem openly, aoS

_72. her. 273-=75.apostatase;Sp.apostataes. 278. pertonnes.
28o. him; Sp. them. 2_. foule, greate. 283. done. =8_t.measure.
Imyd;Sp.apa_l. 28_.pre._w.he.286.Sp.whole.Sp.ore.andit.
287. deal; Sp. flele. _89. let. Sp. and so the (ore.so). =9o. measure.
=93. wryte. _95. pouertye, done. 297. treasoure. _98. rych.
_t99.wordly; Sp.worldly, bringher. 3oo. costely, abake; Sp. abacke.
3oI. gather(readgader). 3o_. wryte, pnt. emprysonne. 3o5. let.
him; Sp.hem. 304- preache, frely, wordely;Sp. worldly.
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for to lette hem to shew goddes lawe, by the holy gospell, to the
Christen people?

56. Frere, what charit_ is this--to fayn so much holines in
your bodily clothing, that ye clepe your habit, that many blinde

3io roles desyren to dye thefin more than in an-other? And also,
that a frere that leveth his habit (late founden of men), may not
be assoiled till he take it again, but is an apostata, as ye sayn,
and cursed of god and man both ? The frere beleveth treuth and
pacience, chastJtb, mekenesse, and sobriet_ ; yet for the more

3_5 part of his lyre he may soone be assoiled of his prior; and ffhe
bringe hoom to his house much good by yere, be it never so
falsly begged and pilled of the poore and nedy people in courtes
aboute, he shal be hold[en] a noble frere ! O lord, whether this
be charit_ !

32o 57. Frere, what charit_ is this--to prese upon a fiche man,
and to entyce him to be buried among you from his parish-
church, and to suche fiche men geve letters offratemit_ confirmed
by youre generall _ele, and therby to bere him in honde that he
shall have part of all your masses, matins, prechinges, fastinges,

_25 wakinges, and all other good dedes don by your brethren ofyoure
order (both whyles he liveth and after that he is deed), and yet
ye witen never whether youre dedes be acceptable to god, ne
whether that man that hath that letter be able by good living to
receive on), part of youre dedes ? And yet a poore man, that ye

330wire wel or supposen in certain to have no good of, ye ne geve
no such letters, though he be a better man to god than suche
a rlche man ; nevertheles, this poore man doth not recche therof.
For, as men supposen, suche letters and many other that freres
behesten to men, be full of false deceites of freres, out of reson

335and god[dies lawe and Christen mens faith.
58. Frere, what charit_ is this--to be confessoures of lordes

and ladyes, and to other mighty men, and not amend hem in hir
living; but rather, as it semeth, to be the bolder to pille hit poore
tenauntes and to live in lechery, and there to dweUe in your office of

340 confessour, for winning of worldly goodes, and I;obe holden grete

3o6. let. 3o8. fayn. 309. bodely. 309, 3zI. abyte; Sp.hlbit.
3xx. leaueth. 31I. 3I5. maye. 3zz. Sp.ore.an. sayne. 3I5. psrte.
3x6. home. byyeare; Sp. bythe yean_. 3I7. courtes&; Sp.countries
(perka2_sbetter). 3_8. C. Sp.hold (for holden}. 3_o. Bo$1_prease.
323. scale, beare. 324. parte, preachyngcs. 325. done. 326. de_d.
329. receane. 330. certaine. 33x. no; Sp.to (0- 332. rych. nw.he;
Sp. retch. 334. behesten;Sp. behotm, re_so,; Sp. allreason. 337.
laydes (.forladyes), her. 335. pylher. 339. dwd. 34o. gr_.
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by colourof suche goostlyoffices? This seemeth ratherpryde

offreresthan charitbofgod.

59. Frere.what charit_is this--tosayn that who-so liveth

afteryoure order,livethmost parfitly,and next foloweththe

stateofapostelesin povert_and penaunce ; and yet the wysest345

and gretestclerkesof you wende, or sende,or procure to the

courtof Rome tobe mad cardinalesor bishoppesor the popes

chapelayns,and to be assoiledof the vowe of povert_ and

obedience to your ministers; inthe which,as ye sayn,standeth

moost perfcccionand meriteofyoureorders? And thusye faren35o

asPharisees,thatsayen oon,and do anothertothe contraryc.

60. Why name ye more the patron of youre orderin youre

Conflteor,whan ye beginnemasse,than ethersaintes,asapostels,

ormatters,thatholychurche holde_th]more glorious"thanhem,

and clepe hem youre patrons and youre avowries ? 3ss
6x. Frere, whet[h]er was saint Fraunces, in making of his rule

that he sere thyne order in, a fole and lyax, or els wyse and trew? If

ye sayn that he was not a role but wyse ; ne a lyar, but trew ; why
shewe ye the contrary by youre doing, whan by youre suggestion to

the pope ye said that Fraunces rule was mad so hard that ye might 360
not live to holde it without declaracion and dispensacion of the
pope ? And so, by youre dede, ye lete your patron a role, that made

a rule so hard that no man may wel kepe [it] ; and eke youre
dede proveth him a lyar, where he sayeth in his rule, that he took
and lerned it of the holy gooste. For how might ye, for sham% 36s

praye the pope to undo that the holy goost biddeth, as whan ye
prayed him to dispense with the hardnesse of your order ?

62. Frere, which of the foure orders of freres is best, to a man
that knoweth not which is the beste, but wolde fain enter into the

beste and none other ? If thou sayest that thyn is the best, than 370
sayest thou timt noon of the other is as good as thyn ; and in this

eche frere in the three other orders wolle say that thou lyest ; for
in the selve maner eche other f_ere woU say that his order is
beste. And thus to eche of the route orders ben the other three

contrary in this poynte; in the which if ony say sooth, that is oon 37._

_4I. coloure. 344. mooste perfytely. 345. wyseste. 346. greste_-t
claxkeL 347. made. 348. chappelaynes.-povertye. 35I. one. 354- hol
(forholy); Sp. holy. hol@; Sp. hold (readholdeth). them. 357. set.
358. sayne. 3-_9. shew-_ 36o. C. that Frauncesrule was made soharde;
Sp. that yourrule that Francis made was so hard. C. might; Sp. mow. 363.
hurde, maye. Supply it. 364. toke. 365. learned. 366. Sp. ore. to.
C. byddeth ; Sp. bit. Sp. when; C. ore. 369. fayne. 37o. thyne.
37x. non_ thyne. 372, 374- thxe. 373. C. selfe ; Sp. self same.
375- one.
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aloon ; for there may but oon be the beste of foure. So foloweth
it, that if eeh of these orders answered to this question as thou
doest, three were false and but oon trew ; and yet no man shulde
wite who that were. And thus it semeth, that the moost part of

._8ofreres ben or shulde be lyars in this poynt, and they shulde
answere therto. If Tye say that an-other ordre of the freres is
better than thyn or as good ; why toke ye not rather therto as to
the better, whan thou mightest have chosen at the beginning ?
And eke, why shuldest thou be an apostata, to leve thyn order

385 and take thee to that that is better? And so, why goest thou not
from thyn order into that ?

63. Frere, is there ony perfiter rule of religion than Christ,
goddes sone, gave in his gospell to his brethren, or than that
religion that saynt James in his epistle maketh mencion of? If

39° eye saye 'yes,' than puttest thou on Christ, that is wysdom of
god the t fader, uncunning, unpower, or evil will. For eyther
than he coude not make his rule so good as an-other did his,
(and so he hadde be uncunning, that he might not make his rule
so good as another man might, and so were he unmighty and not

395 god) ; or he wolde not make his rule so perfit as an-other did his
(and so had he ben eviU-willed, namely to himselfe !) For if he
might, and eoude, and wold[el have mad a rule perfit without
defaute, and did not, he was not goddes sone almighty. For if
ony other rule be perfiter than Christes, than must Christes rule

,too lacke of that perfeccion by as much as the other were more
perfiter; and so were defaute, and Christ had failed in makinge
of his rule. But to putte ony defaute or failinge in god, is
blasphemy. If thou saye that Christes rule and that religion
that saynt James maketh mencion of, is the perfitest ; why holdest

4o5 thou not than thilke rule without more ? And why clepest thou
thee rather of saynt Frances or saynt Dominiks rule or religion or
order, than of Christes rule or Christes order ?.

64: Frere, canst thou assigne ony defaute in Christes rule of
the gospell, with the whiche he taught al men sikerly to be saved,

4to if they kepte it to hir endinge? If thou saye it was to hard,
than sayest thou that Christ lyed ; for he saide of his rule : ' My

576. alone, one. 378. thre. one. 381. Bot_t you; readye. 58z. thine.
384. apostate; Sp. apostata, leaue. 385. the. 388. sonne. 39o. lYotlt
you; read ye. wysdome. 39t. fathervncunyng. Sp. am.eyther. 59a,
597. coulde(twice). 393. Sp.hadhe. 595. perfyte: 397- made. perfyte.
398. defate;Sp. default, sonne. 4ol. weren. 4oz. puL 4o4. C. that
saynt; Sp. which saint, the perfytest ; Sp. perfectest. 4o5. Sp. am. than.
4o6. the (read thee). 4o8. Sp. any default or (1) amdgne. 4o9. sekefly;
Sp. sikerl 7. 41o. her. harde.



III. JACK UPLAND. 203

yoke is softe, and my burthen light.' If thou saye Christes rule

was to light, that may be assigned for no defaute, for the better
may it be kept. If thou sayst that there is no defaute in Christes
rule of the gospell, sith Christ him-selfe saith it is light and esy : 413
what nede was it to patrons of freres to adde more therto, and so
to make an harder religion, to save freres, than was the religion

that Christes apostels and his disciples helden and weren saved
by; but-if they wolden that her freres saten above the apostels
in heven, for the harder religion that they kepen here ? And so 42o
wolde they sitten in heven above Christ himselfe for the moo and
strait observaunces; than so shulde they be better than Christ

himselfe, with misc[h]aunce !

Go now forth, and frayne youre clerkes,

And grounde you in goddes lawe, and geve Jack answere. 425
And whan ye han assoiled me that I have said, sadly in

treuth,

I shall soill thee of thyn order, and save thee to heven !

If freres cunne not or mow not excuse hem of these questions
asked of hem, it semeth that they be horrible gilty against god

and hit even-Christen ; for which gyltes and defautes it were 43o
worthy that the order that they calle hit order were for-don. And
it is wonder that men susteyne hem or suffer hem live in suche
maner. For holy writ biddeth that thou do well to the meke,

and geve not to the wicked, but forbid to geve hera breed, lest

they be mad thereby mightier through you. Finis. 4._5

¶ Prynted for Jhon Gough.

Cure Priui.legio Regali.

415. easye. 416. mor; Sp. more. 418. that; Sp.of(l). 4ao, 4sl. heauea
(t'wice). 421. Christe. 424. frayen (for frayne) ; Sp. fraine.. 425. C. ye in ;
Sp. ye you in (read you in). 426. s_yde. Read--And whan ye hartsoiled
thatIJutide, sadly in trenthe. 427. soyllthe, thyne, order; $p. orders.
the; Sp. thee. hezum. 428. C. cunne; Sp. kun. 450. her. 451. her.
fordone. 452. hem lyue; Sp. hir live. 433. wryte. 434- bread leste.
435. mlde. _p. ore, Finis.





IV. JOHN GOWER

UNTO THE WORTHY AND NOBLE KINGE HENRY

THE FOURTH.

O NOBLE worthy king, Henry the ferthe,In whom the gladde fortune is befalle
The people to governe here upon erthe,
God hath thee chose, in comfort of us alle;
The worship of this land, which was doun falle, s
Now stant upright, through grace of thy goodnesse,
Which every man is holde for to blesse.

The highe god, of his justyce alone,
The right which longeth to thy regalye
Declared hath to stande in thy persone ; 1o
And more than god may no man justifye.
Thy rifle is knowe upon thyn auncestrye ;
The londes folk hath eek flay right affermed ;
So stant thy regne, of god and man confermed.

Ther is no man may saye in other wyse 1s
That god him-self ne hath the right declared;
Wherof the land is boun to thy servyse,
Which for defaute of helpe hath longe cared.
But now ther is no mannes herte spared
To loveand serve,.andworchethy plesannce; 20

And althisisthroughgoddespurveyaunce.

!
FromTh.(Thymae,¢d.153_.);c_Tz.cttd/_,T.(TmnthamMS.) Ig*'_the

r_t_d _lli_s _ Th. (Thyane),t.r.cept_]_rc th_ ar_corre_d l,y tiit MS.
x. T. worthinoble. 3- T. o_. here. 4- .Bot_the. T. chose; Th.

chosen. 9. T. regalie; Th, regaly. Ix. T. iustifie; Th. iastify, x_. T.
anoestrie; "l-h.auncer,try. x7, T. boun; Th. bounde. 2o. T. wirche.
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In alle thing which is of god begonne
Ther foloweth grace, if it be wel governed ;
Thus tellen they whiche olde bokes conne,
Wherof, my lord, I wot wel thou art lerned. 2s
Aske of thy god ; so shalt thou nat be wemed
Of no request [the] whiche is resonable;
For god unto the goode is favorable.

King Salomon, which hadde at his askinge
Of god, what thing him was levest to crave, ._o
IIe chees wysdom unto the governinge
Of goddes folk, the whiche he wolde save ;
And as he chees, it fil him for to have;
For through his wit, whyl that his regne laste,
He gat him pees and reste, unto the laste. .,,._

But Alisaundre, as telleth his historic,
Unto the god besoughte in other weye,
Of al the worlde to winne the victorie,
So that under his swerde it might[e] obeye;
In werre he hadde al that he wolde preye. 40
The mighty god behight[e] him that behest;
The world he wan, and haflde it of conquest.

But though it fil at thilke tyme so,
That Alisaundre his asking hath aeheved,

This sinful world was al[le] pay_n tho; 4._
Was noon whiche hath the highe god beleved ;
No wonder was, though thilke world was greyed.
Though a tyrsunt his purpos mighte winne,
A1 was vengeaunce, and infortune of sinne.

But now the faith of Crist is come a-place 50
Among the princes in this erthe here,
It sit hem wel to do pitt and grace,
But yet it mot be tempred in manere.
For as they fynden cause in the matere

_6. T. Axe; Th. Aske. 27. T. reqwest; Th. request.(Per/ta_sread--Ofno
requestthewhicheisresonable.) _9. T. axinge; Th.askyng. 3o. Th. ore.to.
3z. T. ches; Th. chase. Th.om. the. 3._.T. ches; Th. chase. 35- T.
gat ; Th.gate. T.pes; Th. peace. So T.; Th.in-tohishtst. 36. T. histoire;
Th.storie. 39- T. might; Th.myght. 4L .Bot_behight. T. bcheste.
4_. Th.vm. he. .Bolhhad. T. conqweste. 44. T. axinge.T. achieued; Th.
atcheued. 45- .Bot_aL T. patent; Tit.pttynem. 46. T. belieued.
47- T. grieued. 48. T. mihte; Th. might. $o. T. leith; Th. fitithe.
53. T. mot; Th. must. 54. Th. ore.as.



THE PRAISE OF PEACE. 2o7

Upon the poynt, what afterward betyde, 55
The lawe of right shal nat be layd a-syde.

So may a king of werre the viage
Ordayne and take, as he therto is holde,
To clayme and aske his rightful heritage
In alle places whet it is with-holde. 60
But other-wyse, if god him-selve wolde
Afferme love and peas bitween the kinges,
Peas is the beste, above alle erthly thinges.

Good is t'eschewe werre, and nathelees
A king may make werre upon his right ; 65
For of bataile the fynal ende is pees ;
Thus stant the ]awe, that a worthy knight
Upon his trouthe may go to the fight.
But-if so were that he mighte chese,
Betre is the peas of which may no man lese. 70

To stere pees oughte every man on-lyve,
First, for to sette his liege lord in reste,
And eek these othre men, that they ne stryve;
For so this land may standen atte beste.
What king that wolde be the worthieste, _5
The more he mighte our deedly werre case,
The more he shulde his worthinasse encrese.

Pees is the cheef of al the worldes welthe,
And to the heven it ledeth eek the way;
Pees is of soule and lyfe the mannes helthe 8o
Of pestilence, and doth the werre away.
My liege lord, tak hede of that I say,
If werre may be left, tak pees on honde,
Which may nat be withoute goddes sonde.

With pees stant every cr'6.ature in reste, s._
Withoute pees ther may no lyf be glad ;
Above al other good, peas is the baste ;
Pees hath him-self, whan werre is al bestad ;

The peas is sau_, the werre is ever adrad.

56. T. leid; Th. layde. 57- T. viage: Th. voyage. 59- T. axe.
6L T. ailve; Th. sel/'e. 6_, 63. T. pes; Th.peace. 7o. T. Betre; Th.
Better. 7L Bot,tpeace. T. eueryman; Th. enefiehe.T. alyue. 74. Th.
lande; T. world. 76. T. cesse; Th. cea_. 77. T. eacres_ ; Th. encreais¢.
78. T. chief; Th.chefe. 79,8x, 8_. T. weie,aweie,scie. 85. Boll_lefte.
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Pees is of al[le] charit_ the keye, 9°
Whiche hath the lyf and soule for to weye.

My liege lord, if that thee list to seche
The sothe ensamples, what the werre hath wrought,
Thou shalt wel here, of wyse mennes speche,
That deedly werre tourneth in-to nought. 95
For if these olde bokes be wel sought,
Ther might thou see what thing the werre hath do
Bothe of conquest and conquerour also.

For vayne hon6ur, or for the worldes good,
They that whylom the stronge werres made, zoo
Whet be they now? Bethink wel, in thy mood,
The day is goon, the night is derke and fade;
Hir crueltY, which made hem thanne glade,
They sorowen now, and yet have naught the more ;
The blood is shad, which no man may restore, xo_

The werre is moder of the wronges alle ;
It sleeth the preest in holy chirche at masse,
Forlyth the mayde, and doth her flour to faUe.
The werre maketh the grete citee lasse,
And doth the lawe his reules overpasse- x_o
Ther is nothing, wherof mescheef may growe
Whiche is not caused of the wen'e, I trowe-

The werre bringth in p6verte at his heles,
Wherof the comun people is sore greyed ;
The werre hath set his cart on thilke wheles _._
Wher that fortune may not be beleved.
For whan men wene best to have acheved,
Ful ofte it is al newe to beginne;
The werre hath nothing siker, thogh he winne.

For-thy, my worthy prince, in Cristes halve, t_o
As for a part whos fayth thou hast to gyde,
Ley to this olde sore a newe salve,
And do the werre away, what-so betyde.
Purchace pees, and sette it by thy syde,

9o. Bot_ al. 92. Both the.- 93. T. that; Th.-what. 96. T. soght;
Th.yaought. 97. Bot_ se. 98. T. eonqueste, xor. T.bethenk.
to2. Bothgone. lo3. BothHer. xoS.T. em. doth; Th. dothe, xxo..BotA
dothe. T. Teules;Tit. rules. IlL T. mmchef;Th.myw,hffe. xl3. T.
bringth;Th.bringlth. Ix4.T. comon; Th.commen, xax.T.to; Th. be.
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And suffre nat thy people be devoured; z2._
So shal thy name ever after stande hon6ured 1

If any man be now, or ever was
Ayein the pees thy prevy counsaylour,
I,et god be of thy counsayl in this cas,
And put away the cruel werreyour. _._o
For god, whiche is of man the creatour,
He wolde not men slowe his cri_ature

Withoute cause of deedly forfayture.

Wher nedeth most, behoveth most to loke;
My lord, how so thy werres be withoute, _3._
Of tyme passed who that hede toke,
Good were at home to see right wel aboute;
For evermore the worste is for to doute.

But, if thou mightest parfit pees attayne,
Ther shulde be no cause for to playne. _4o

Aboute a king, good counsayl is to preyse
Above ai othre thinges most vailable;
But yet a king within him-self shal peyse
And seen the th/nges that be resonable.
And ther-upon he shal his wittes stable _45
Among the men to sette pees in evene,
For love of him whiche is the king of hevene.

A! wel is him that shedde never blood
But-if it were in cause of rightwysnessel
For if a king the peril understood _o
What is to slee the people, thanne, I gesse,
The deedly werres and the hevinesse
Whet-of the pees distourbed is ful ofte,
Shulde at sore tyme cesse and wexe softe.

O king I fulfilled of grace and of knighthode, _
Remembre upon this poynt, for Cristes sake;
If pees be profred unto thy manhode,
Thyn honour sauf, let it nat be forsake!
Though thou th_ werres darst wel undertake,

ia9. T. Lete; Th. Lette. L_o.Th.crewelwart'your, xBa. Th.
slough, t36. T. than; Th.that. x57. Beta se. 146. T. euene;
Th. euyn. I47. T. heueae; Th.heuyn. 148. T. Ha. x53. Th.ore. the.
IF5. Th. ore.an/of.
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After resoun yet temper thy corage ; i_o
For lyk to pees ther is non avauntage.

My worthy lord, thenk wel, how-so befalle
Of thilke lore, as holy bokes sayn;
Crist is the heed, and we be membres alle,
As wel the subject as the sovemyn. ,%
So sit it wel, that charit_ be playn,
Whiche unto god him-selve most accordeth,
So as the lore of Cristes word recordeth.

In th'olde lawe, or Crist him-self was bore,
Among the ten comannd_ments, I retie, 17o
How that manslaughter shulde be forbore ;
Such was the wil, that tyme, of the godhede.
But afterward, whan Crist took his manhede,
Pees was the firste thing he leet do crye
Ayenst the worldes rancour and envye, x75

And, or Crist wente out of this erthe here,
And stigh to heven, he made his testament,
Wher he bequath to his disciples there
And yaf his pees, which is the foundement
Of charitY, withouten whos assent _o
The worldes pees may never wel be tryed,
Ne lovi_ kept, ne law_ justifyed.

']'he Jewes with the payens hadden werre,
But they among hem-self stode ever in pees ;
Why shulde than our pees stonde out of herre, ,s5
Which Crist hath chose unto his owne encrees?

For Crist is more than was Moyses ;
And Crist hath set the parfit of the lawe,
The whiche shulde in no wyse he withdrawe.

To yeve us pees was caus_ why Crist dyde, a9o
Withoute pees may nothing stonde avayled ;
But now a man may see on every syde
How Cristes fayth is every day assayled,
With the payens distroyed, and so batayled

16o. T. zeson;'rh. reason. 162. T. thenke; Th. thyake. 165. T. the
snblit; Th.besnbiecte. I69. T. er. z75-T. aftirwards;Th. afterwanie.
]74- T. let; Th. lette, x76.T. er. x77. Th. styghed, x8._ T. paien$;
Th..paynyn_L 185. Th. re're(I). 19z. T. sea; Th. se. I9_. Th. paynen_.
T. ¢leiRrul_.
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That, for defaute of helpe and of defence, _95
Unneth hath Crist his dewe reverence.

The righte fayth to kepe of holy chirche
The firste poynt is named of knighthode;
And every man is holde for to wirche
Upon the poynt that stant to his manhode. ,00
But now, alas! the fame is spred so brode
That every man this thing [alday] complayneth;
And yet is ther no man that help ordayneth.

The worldes cause is wayted over-al;
Ther be the werres redy, to the fulle; 2o_
But Cristes owne cause in special,
Ther ben the swerdes and the speres dulle.
And with the sentence of the popes bulle
As for to doon the folk pay_n obeye,
The chirche is toumed al another weye. _o

It is wonder, above any mannes wit,
Withoute werre how Cristes fayth was wonne;
And we that been upon this erth_ yit
Ne kepe it nat as it was first begonne.
To every creature under the sonne a_s
Crist bad him-self, how that we shulde preche,
And to the folke his evangely teehe.

More light it is to "kepe than to make ;
But that we founden mad to-fore the bond

We kepe nat, but lete it lightly slake; a2o
The pees of Crist hath al to-broke his bond.
We reste our-self, and suffren every loud
To slee eche other as thing undefended ;
So stant the werre, and pees is nat amended.

But though the heed of holy chirche above _2s
Ne do nat al his hole businesse

Among the men to sette pees and love,
These kinges oughten, of hir rightwysnesse,

Hit owne caus_among hem-self redresse.

zoo. Th. that; T. which, aot. T. helns; T. sprad, aoz. I su_/y
alday, aos. Th. that; T. which, ao9. T. do : Th. done, T. paien;
Th. payne(forpayen). all T.towo der; Th.wonder. Forany read a !
aj6. Th. v,a how. 2_'. T. emmgile. 2x9. Both made. Th. ore. the.
aa_. Th. selfe; T. selue. 2_7. T. me_ ; Th. people.
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Thogh Peters ship, as now, hath lost his stere, 2._o
It lyth in hem that barge for to stere.

If holy chirche after the dewet_
Of Cristes word ne be nat al avysed
To make pees, accord, and unit_
Among the kinges that be now devysed, 235
Yet, natheles, the law6 stant assysed
Of mannes wit, to be so resonable
Withoute that to stande hem-selve stable.

Of holy chirche we ben children alle,
And every child /s holde for to bowe 2.1o
Unto the moder, how that ever it falle,
Or elles he mot reson disalowe.
And, for that cause, a kalight shal first avowe
The right of holy chirche to defende,
That no man shal the privilege offende. 2.1_

Thus were it good to setten al in evene
Tim worldes princes and the prelats bothe,
For love of him whiche is the king of hevene ;
And if men shulde algate wexen wrothe,
The Sarazins, whiche unto Crist ben lothe, 2_o
Let men be armed ayenst hem to fighte,

So may the knight his dede of armes righte.

Upon three poynts stant Cristes pees oppressed;
First, holy chirche is in her-self devyded ;
Which oughte, of reson, first to be redressed; 2._s
But yet so high a cause is nat decyded
And thus, whan humble pacience is pryded,
The remena.unt, which that they shulde reule,
No wonder is, though it stande out of reule.

Of that the heed is syk, the limmes aken ; a6o
These regnes, that to Cristes pees bel6ngen,
For worldes good, these deedly werres maken,
Which helpelees, as in balaunee, hongen.
The heed above hem hath nat underfongen

2..31. Th.'the (for that). _3_. Tb. dewte ; T. dnete. 238. T. hem-
selue; Th. him-selfe, a4a. Th. must. a46. T..om. good. T. euene ;
Th. euyn. a48. T. heuene; Th. heuyn, a_3._at/_ thxe. a54. Th.osv. is.
a56. Bah highe. 26o. T.sick; Th sicke, s63. Th. helplesse ; T, heliple_.
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To sette pees, but every man sleeth other ; _6._
And in this wyse hath charit_ no brother.

The two defautes bringen in the thridde
Of miscreants, that seen how we debate;
Between the two, they fallen in a-midde
Wher now al-day they fynde an open gate. 270
Lo! thus the deedly werre stant al-gate.
But ever I hop_ of king Henries grace,
That he it is which shal the pees embrace.

My worthy noble prince, and king anoynt,
Whom god hath, of his grace, so preserved, 2?5
Behold and see the world upon this poynt,
As for thy part, that Cristes pees be served.
So shal thy highe mede be reserved
To him, whiche al shal quyten atte laste;
For this lyf her_ may no whyle iaste, a_o

See Alisandre, Hector, and Julius,
See Machabeus, David, and Josu_,
See Charlemayne, Godfray, and Arthus
Fulfild of werre and of mortalitee !
Hir fame abit, but al is vanitee ; =ss
For deth, whiche hath the werres under fote,
Hath mad an ende, of which ther is no bore.

So may a man the sothe wite and knowe,
That pees is good for every king to have;
The fortune of the werre is ever tmknowe, 290
But wher pees is, ther ben the marches save.
That now is up, to-monte is under grave.
The mighty god hath alle grace in honde;
Withouten him, men may nat longe stonde.

Of the tenetz to winne or lese a chace 29s
May no lyf wite, or that the bal be ronne;
A1 stant in god, what thing men shal purchace:
Th'ende is in him, or that it be begonne;

Men sayn, the _olle., whan it is wel sponne,

2;'ot_Betwene. z74. T. enoignt. 276. Bo/ABeholde;se. 278.
Th.deser_-d(f). aSo. Bo/_lyre. a8I. T. Ea:tor. z8z. T. Maehabeu.
z83. T. GodefroiArthus. z87. Bot,6made. a88. T. mai; Th. manyJ).
=89.T. man(for king), a9x. Th. is (fin- ben). z92. T. ore.up.
295. T. tenetz; Th. tennes, z96, z98. T. er(for e_).
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Doth that the cloth is strong and profitable,
And elles it may never be durable.

The worldes chaunces upon aventure
Ben ever set; but thiike chaunce of pees
Is so behovely to the cr_/ature
That it above al other is peerlees. 305
But it may nat _be gete, nathelees,
Among the men to lasten any whyle,
But wher the herte is playn, withoute gyle.

The pees is as it were a sacrament
To-fore the god, and shal with wordes playne 31o
Withouten any double entend_ment
Be treted ; for the trouthe can nat feyne.
But if the men within hem-self be wayne,
The substaunce o'f the pees may nat be trewe,
But every day it chaungeth upon newe. 3z5

But who that is of charith parfyte,
He voydeth alle sleightes fer aweye,
And set his word upon the same plyte
Wher that his herte hath founde a siker weye ;
And thus, whan conscience is trewly weye, 320
And that the pees be handled with the wyse,
It shal abyde and stande, in alle wyse.

Th'apostel sayth, ther may no lyf be good
Whiche is nat grounded upon charit_ ;
For charith ne shedde never blood. 3a5
So hath the werre, as ther, no properth ;
For thilke vertue which is sayd 'pith'
With charith so fefforth is acquaynted
That in her may no fals sembla[u]nt be paynted.

Cassodore, whos wryting is authorysed. 330
Sayth: 'wher that pith regneth, ther is grace';
Through which the pees hath al his welthe assysed,
So that of werre he dredeth no manace.

Wher pith dwelleth, in the same place

305.Th.is(f_rit). Th.om.is. T.piereles;Th.peerles. 306.Botkbegete;
read be gete. 3x6. T. perfit. 318. T. plit. 321. Th. these (./'orthe
pees). Th. ben. 3a6. T.proprite. 3a9. B_ semblant. 3_to.
T. Cassodre.Bolh writiage. T. tuctorired. 331. Th.era.ther.
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Ther may no deedly cruelt_ sojourne 33s
Wherof that mercy shulde his wey[e] tourne.

To see what pit_, forth with mercy, doth,
The cronique is at Rome, in thilke empyre
Of Constantyn, which is a tale soth,
Whan him was lever his owne deth desyre _4o
Than do the yonge children to martyre.
Of crueltee he lefte the quarele ;
Pit_ he wroughte, and pit_ was his hele.

For thilke mannes pit_ which he dede
God was pitous, and made him hool at al; 345
Silvester cam, and in the same stede
Yaf him baptyme first in special,
Which dide away the sinne original,
And al his lepre it hath so purifyed,
That his pit_ for ever is magnifyed. 3._o

Pit_ was cause why this emperour
Was hool in body and in soule bothe ;
And Rome also was set in thilke honour

Of Cristes fayth, so that the leve, of lothe
Whiche hadden be with Crist tofore wrothe, 3_
Receyved wet6 unto Cristes lore.
Thus shal pit_ be prays ed evermore.

My worthy liege lord, Henry by name,
Which Eng_lond hast to goveme and righte,
Men oughten wel thy pit_ to proclame, ._6o
Which openliche, in al the worldes sighte,
Is shewed, with the helpe of god almighte,
To yeve us pees, which long hath be debated,
Wherof thy prys shal never be abated.

My lord, in whom hath ever yet be founde ._ds
Pit_, withoute spotte of violence,
Keep thilke pees alway, withinne bounde,
Which god hath_planted in thy conscience.
So shal the cronique of thy pacience
Among the sayrlts be take in-to memdrie 37o
To the l_nge of perdurable giorie.

536. T. wel; Th.w_y. 537. Bot_se. 54a. T.ctualte;Th.creweltie. 347.
"1".baptisme. _59. Th.England. 370. T. aeintz;Th.sa)_atea.T memoite;
Th.memory. 37I. T. loenge; Th. legende(I). T. gloire; Th. glory.
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And to thyn erthely prys, so as I can,
Whiche every man is holde to commende,
I Gower, which am al thy liege man,
This lettre unto thyn excellence I sende, 37s
As I, whiche ever unto my lyves ende
Wol praye for the star of thy persone,
In worshipe of thy sceptre and of thy trone.

Nat only to my king of pees I wryte,
But to these othre princes Cristen alle, 38o
That eche of hem his owne herte endyte
And cese the werre, or more mescheef falle.
Set eek the rightful-pope upon his stalle ;
Keep charitY, and draw pit_ to honde,
Maynteyne lawe ; and so the pees shal stonde. 3s5

_gxplieit oarmen de pac_ oommAudaoione, quod ad laudem
et memoriam ser_ principis domlnl :Regis Henrici
quaa'_ smzs hr,miii., orator 3"ohan_OS Oower oompo6_it.

Electus Christi, pie rex Henrice, fuisti,
Qui bene venisti, cum propria regna petisti ;
°l'u mala vicisti -que bonis bona restituisti,
Et populo tristi nova gaudia contribuisti.

Est mihi spes lata, quod adhue per te renovata 39o
Succedent rata veteri probitate beata ;

Est tibi nam grata gratia sponte data.

Henrici quarti primus regni fuit annus
Quo mihi defecit visus ad acta mea.

Omnia tempus habent, finem nature ministrat, sgs
Quem virtute sua frangere nemo potest.

Ultra posse nihil, quamvis mihi velle remansit;
Amplius ut scribam non mihi posse manet.

l)um potui, scripsi, sed nunc quia curua senecm.s
Turbauit sensus, scripta relinquo scolis. 400

Scribat qui veniet post me discretior alter,
Ammodo namque marius et mea penna silent.

Hoe tamen in fine verborum queso meorum,
Prospera quod statuat regna futura deus. 404

¶ Ex_lkit.

dTr378: Th. _. 2Mof. _'a_ throne. 38a. T. sese (jeer cese) ; TIL se (]).•_r_o_or,: _ .._.iere ;T2_..,_,_. 3ss._a_te. ._s4.T.
augtt. 3155. 1". matutene; "I"ILMaynteytL "399. Th. cuma; T. tortm.



V. THOMAS HOCCLEVE.

THE LE'I_I'ER OF CUPID.

Lit_rtL Oupidinis, dei Amoris, di.reot_ subditis suie
Amst_ribus.

UPIDO, unto whos comaund_ment
The gentil kinrede of goddes on hy

And people infernal been obedient,
And mortel folk al serven besily,
The goddesse son_ Cithera soothly,
To alle tho that to our deitee

Ben sugets, hertly greting sonde we!

In general, we wolff that ye knowe
That ladies of honour and reverence,

And other gentil women, haven sowe 1o
Such seed of compleynt in our audience

Of men that doon hem outrage and offence,
That it our eros greveth for to here ;
So pitous is th'effect of this matere.

Passing al londes, on the litel yle ,_
That cleped is Albion they most compleyne;

They seyn, that there is croppe and rote of gylc.
So conne tho men dissimulen and feyne

With stonding dropes in hit eyen tweyne,

From k"(F_rfax) ; varions readings from B (Bodley638) ; T (Tanner 346) ;
S (Arch. Selden B. a4) ; A (Ashbumham MS.) ; Tr. (Tria. CoIL Cam. R. 3.
sol Ako in Th. (Thynae, cd. x53_) ; D (Digby t80 ; Ff (Camb. Univ.
Library, Ft. x. 6) ; amt in t_t Bannatyne MS. =. l_'. goddis an. 5. F.
pepiU. F. be,,. 4. A. folik; F. folke. F. besely ; A. bisyly. 5. F. Th.
Of the ; S. ore. Of. S. Cqkhera; F. Sythera. S. sothly ; F. oonly. 6. A.
Tr. tile ; F. al. 7. F. sugetes. 8. A. wole; F. wol. xo. F. wymen.
._ ban I-sowe. n.F. Suche. xa. A. doon; F. do. t 3. F. oure. z4.
F. pitouse; _e: 15. A. And passynge alle londes on this yle. 17.
A. seyn | F. seye. 18. A. dir4_nlen ; F. dys_nule. ]9. A. Tr. S. Th. in;
]". on. Fo her.
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When that hir hertes feleth no distresse, 20
To blinden women with hir doublenesse.

Hit wordes spoken ben so syghingly,
With so pitous_ chere and contenaunce,

That every wight that meneth trewely
Demeth that they in herte have such grevaunce; ,;

They seyn so importable is hir penaunce
That, but hit lady lust to shewe hem grace,
They right anoon tmot sterven in the place.

'A, lady myn!' they seyn, 'I yow ensure,

As doth me grace, and I shal ever be, 30
Whyl that my lyf may lasten and endure,

To yow as humble and lowe in ech degree
As possible is, and kepe al thing secree
Right as your-selven liste that I do ;

And elles moot myn herte breste a-two.' 3._

Ful hard it is to knowe a mannes herte ;
For outward may no man the trouthe deme;

When word out of his mouthe may noon asterte
But it by resort any wight shuld queme,
So is it seyd of herte, as hit wolde seme. 40
O feythful woman, ful of innocence,

Thou art deceyved by fals apparence !

By proces women, reeved of pitee,

Wening that al thing were as thise men sey,
They graunte hem grace of hir benignitee 45

For that men shulde nat for hir sake dey;

And with good herte sette hem in the wey
Of blisful lov_mkepe it if they conne;

Thus other-whyl6 women beth y-wonne.

20. A. herte. 2o-a2. F. her. 23. A. And with so pitous. S. Tr.
pitouse a. a4. A. trewely ; F. truly. 25. F. bert. A. hartswich, a6.
A. seyn ; F. sey. F. her. 27. F. her. Tr. list. F. schew, a8. F.
anoone. F. ore. mot ; S. Tr. most ; Th. must (but read mot) ; of. I. 35. 29.
A. seyn ; F. sey. F. yowe ; Th. you. 31. F. While. F. lyre. A. lastea ; F.
last. 33. F. Th. thingas; A.S. om. as. 34. F. youre. F.self; S. seluen. Th.
lyste; F. lyst ; A. lykith. 35- A. moot mya herte; F. mya heft mote.
A. breste ; F. brest. 36. F. herd. Th. kaowe a maanes ; F. know a maays.
A. herte; F. bert. 37. F. outwarde. 38. S. word ; F. worde. F. non
astert. 39- So S. Tr. ; A. sholde any wight by resoa ; F. Th. by reson
•emed eaery wight to qneme. 4o. F. seyde ; Th. sayd. F. heft ; Th. herte.
4J. F. ore. of. 42. F. arte. F. be ; Th. by. 43. F. processe.
A. Tr. S. wommea meeued of; F. moveth oft woman. 44- S. that ; rest
ore. 46. F. her. 47. F. hen set. 48. F. blesful. A. S. they; F. ye.
49. F. And thus; A. S. Tr. am. And.
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And whan this man the pot hath by the stele, _o
And fully is in his possessioun,

With that woman he kepeth not to dele,
After if he may fynden in the toun
Any woman, his blinde affeccioun

On to bestowS; evel mote he preve! ._
A man, for al his othes, is hard to leve!

And, for that every fals man hath a make,
(As un-to every wight is light to knowe),
Whan this traitour this woman hath forsake,

He faste him spedeth un-to his felowe ; 6o
Til he be there, his herte is on a lowe;

His fals deceyt ne may him not suffyse,
But of his treson telleth al the wyse.

Is this a fair avaunt? is this honour,

A man him-self accuse thus, and diffame? 65
Now is it good, confesse him a traitour,

And bringe a woman to a sclandrous name,
And telle how he her body hath do shame ?
No worship may he thus to him conquere,

But greet esclaundre un-to him and here! 70

To her_? Nay, yet was it no repreef;
For al for vertu was it that she wroughte;

But he that brewed hath al this mischeef,
That spak so faire, and falsly inward thoughte,

His be the sclaundre, as it by reson oughte, 75
And un-to her a thank perpetuel,
That in a nede helpe can so well

Althogh of men, through sleyght and sotiltee,

A sely, simple, and innocent woman
Betrayed is, no wonder, sith the citee So

50. A. s. pot ; 'Fla.pan; F. peane. 5a. A. he keepith ; F. kepeth he.
S, not; A. nat; F. no more. 53. A. fynden; F. fyade, i'. tovne.
55. A. On to ; F. Vnto. 56. A. hard ; F. herde. A.S. leue ; F. beleue. 59.
Th. traytour ; F. traytoure. 60. A. faste him speedith ; F. fast spedeth him.
61. Th. herte ; F. hert. 62. A. S. Tr. ne ; F. ore. 64. F. faire avaunte. 65.
¥. silfe. 66. S.A.Tr. 1_ow; F.om. S.A.him; F.Th. himselfe. A.S.a; F.
ore. 67. A.S. a (2) ; F.om. 68. F. tel; hir; h_the. 69. F. worshippe. 7o.
A. greet; F. grete. S. a st:lander; T. Th. disclaunder. 7 I. F. hir; reprefe.
72. A. Tr. it ; reslom. F.wroght. 73. F. myschefe. 74. F. spake; thoght.
75. F. be ; Th. by. F. oght. 76. $. a thank ; Tr. bye thank ; F. thank.
77. D. Th.A. nede; F.rede. 78. Th. through; F.thorgh.
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Of Troye--as that the storie teile can--
Betrayed was, through the disceyt of man,
And set on fyre, and al doun over-throwe,

And finally destroyed, as men knowe.

Betrayen men not citees grete, and kinges? _
What wight is that can shape remedye

Ageynes thise falsly purp6sed thinges?
Who can the craft such craftes to espye
But man, whos wit ay redy is t'aplye
To thing that souneth in-to hy falshede? 9°

Women, beth ware of mennes sleight, I rede!

And furthermore han thise men in usage
That, where as they not lykly been to spede,
Suche as they been with a double visage

They pr6curen, for to pursewe hir nede; 95
He prayeth him in his causi._ to proeede,
And largely guerdoneth he his travayle;
Smal witen wommen how men hem assayle !

Another wrecche un-to his felowe seyth:

'Thou fisshest faire! She that thee hath fyred _oo
Is fals and inconstaunt, and hath no feyth.

She for the rode of folke is so desyred
And, as an hors, fro day to day is hyred
That, when thou twinnest fro hir companye,

Another comth, and blered is thyn eye! _o_

' Now prikke on fast/_, and ryd thy journey
Whyl thou art there; for she, behind thy bak,

So liberal is, she wol no wight with-sey,
But smertly of another take a snak ;
For thus thise wommen faren, al the pak! _1o

Who-so hem trusteth, hanged mote he be!
Ay they desyren chaunge and novelteel'

8z. A. that ; rest am_ F. tel. 8_. Th. through ; F. thorgh. 83. A. S. Tr.
Th. al ; F. ont. F. dovne. 84. F. fyaaly. 85. A. Tr. Betrayen ; 13.S. T.
i_etray; F. Betraied. 86. F. is ytthat; S.A. Tr. om. yt. 87. A. Ageynes;
F. Ayens. F. falsely. 88. F. erafie suehe. 89. F. wytte ; A. Tr. wil.
A. Tr. ayreedyis; S. redyayis; F. iseuerredy. A. tapplie; Th. taply; F.
to aplye. 90. A. hy; S. Tr. hie; F. ore. 9._. T. A. Tr. as; F. am. F. ben.
94- B.A. Tr. Th. they ; F. on*. 95. Th.'pursewe ; F. pnrsw. 98. A.
Smal witch ; F. Lytell wote ; Tt. IAtel knowe. 99- F. wreehch ; Th. wretehe.
JoL F. iaconr,taat ; feythe, zo$. F. eometh, to6. F. last (read _te).
F. ride(readryd), xo7. F. While. Th. behynd; F. behinde. F. bake. Io9.
A. saak;F._nake; Th. smaeke, llo. F.thes;pake. Hz. Th. mote; F. mm.
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Wher-of procedeth this but of envye ?
For he him-selve her ne winne may,
He speketh her repreef and vileinye, _1._

As mannes blabbing tonge is wont alway.
Thus dyvers men ful often make assay
For to distourben folk in sondry wyse,
For they may not acheven hit empryse.

Ful many a man eek wolde, for no good, ]_o
(That hath in love his tyme spent and used)
Men wiste, his lady his axing withstood,

And that he were of her pleynly refused,
Or wast and veyn were al that he had mused;
Wherfore he can no better remedye ,2_

But on his lady shapeth him to lye:

'Every womman,' he seyth, 'is light to gete;
Can noon sey "nay," if she be wel y-soght.

Who-so may leyser han, with her to trete,
Of his purp6s ne shal he faile noght, J3o
But he on madding be so depe y-broght
That he shende al with open hoomlinesse ;
That loven wommen nat, as that I gesse l'

To sclaundre wommen thus, what may profyte

To gentils namely, that hem armen sholde, x3_

And in defence of wommen hem delyte
As that the ordre of gentilesse wolde ?
If that a man list gentil to be holde,
He moot flee al that ther-to is contrafie ;

A sclaundring tonge is his grete adversarie. 14o

A foul vice is of tonge" to be light ;
For who-so michel clappeth, gabbeth ofte.

The tonge of man so swift is and so wight
"l'hat_ whan it is areysed up-on lofte,

114. F. selfe hyr. zxs:t F. hir reprefe; vileyny. 116. F. tong. 118.
F. folke, lao. F. eke. '124. F. wer. A.D. Th had; F. hath. 326, F.
shapith, x_9. F. hartleyser; D. T. Th. leisur haue; A. Tr. leiser ban.
_5o. F. purpo_. [31. Th. madnesse. I3Z. F. homelynes_. 133. F.
wymrnen. 154-F. sclaunderwomen, t55. F, Too. 159. A. Al moot
he flee. 14o. Th. tonge ; F. tong. 141. F. route. A. vice; Th. rye.e;
F. thing, x45. A. Tr. Th'. S. mtn ; F. men.
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Resoun it seweth so slowly and softe, _4_
That it him never over-take may:
l_ord ! so thise men ben trusty in assay!

Ai-be-it that man fynde oo woman nyce,
Inconstant, rechelees, or variable,

Deynouse or proud, fulfilled of malyce, sso
Withouten feyth or love, and deceyvable,
Sly, queynt, and fals, in al unthrift coupable,
Wikked and feers, and ful of crueltee,
It foloweth nat that swiche al wommen be.

Whan that the high god aungels formed had, _ss
Among hem alle whether ther wer_ noon
That founden was malicious and bad ?

Yis! al men woot that ther was many oon
That, for hit pryde, fil from heven anoon.

Shul men therfore alle aungels proude name? J(,o
Nay! he that that susteneth is to blame.

Of twelve apostels oon a traitour was ;

The rem_nant yit god6 were and trewe.
Than, if it happe men fynd_, per cas,
Oo womman fals, swich good is for t'eschewe, 16._
And deme nat that they ben alle untrewe.
I see wel mennes owne falsenesse

Hem causeth wommen for to trusten lesse.

O! every man oghte have an herte tendre
Unto womman, and deme her honurable, 17o

Whether his shap be outher thikke or slendre,
Or be he bad or good; this is no fable.
Every man woot, that wit hath resonable,
That of a womman he descended is:

Than is it shame, of her to speke amis. 175

147. Th. ben ; TL been; F. beth. A. at (for in). A. Th. assay ; F. asay.
148. F. hyt. F. o; Th. one. I49. F. varriable. 15o. S.
and (for or). S. dproud; F. proude, x._a. F. vnthrift; Th. vntrust.
154- F. swich ; D. Th. suche. I55. D. god the hie. 156. A. all¢ ;
F. al. A. whether ; F. wheither. A. was (if'or were), i6o. F. al.
161. F. ore. 2ndthat. 163. Tr. goode ; F. good. x64. F. caas. I65.
Th. good is; F. is good. 166. F. al. I67. Th. ownefalsenesse; F.
<>onelilt,hesse. 169. F. oght. ZTL F. wheither, x7z, F. badde.
i 73. F. wltte, t75. F. hir.
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A wikked tree good fruit may noon forth bring,
For swich the fruit is, as that is the tree.

Tak hede of whom thou took thy biginning ;
Lot thy moder be mirour unto thee.
Honoure her, if thou wolt honoured be! 18o

Dispyse thou her nat, in no manere,

I.est that ther-by thy wikkednesse appere !

An old prov6rb_ seyd is in English:
Men seyn, ' that brid or foul is dishonest,
What that he be, and holden ful churlish, 18._
That useth to defoule his owne nest.'

Men, to sey wel of wommen it is best,

And nat for to despyse hem ne deprave,
If that they wole hir honour kepe and save.

Thise ladies eek eompleynen hem on clerkes _9o
That they han maad bokfis of hir diffame,

In which they lakken wommen and hir werkes
And speken of hem greet repreef and shame,
And caus_lees yive hem a wikked name.
Thus they despysed been on every syde, xg._

And sclaundred, and bilowen on ful wyde.

The sory bokes maken mencioun
How they betrayden, in especial,

Adam, David, Sampsoun, and Salamoun,
And many oon mo ; who may rehersen al 200
The a'eson that they hav_ doon, and shal ?

The world hit malice may not comprehende;
As that thise clerkes seyn, it hath non ende.

Ovyde, in his boke called 'Remedye
Of Lovi_,' greet repreef of wommen wryteth ; 2o_

Wherin, I trowe, he dide greet folye,
And every wight that in such cas delyteth.

176. F. tre gode frute, x77. F. swiehe ; A. swich. 178. F. Take.
779. F. Merour; Th. myrrour. " x8o. F. Honure : honured. 181. A.
aat hir. 183. F.'seyde; Th. sayd. I84. F. foale. _85. F. chirlyssh ;
Th. churlysshe. 187. F. wymen: Th. women. I88. D. B. T. A. Tr.
for to despyse ; F. to disple_n, x89. F. wol. I91. F. made. 192.
A. they lakken; Th. they dispys¢; F. dispisen they. Th. women and her; F.
wommans; A. wommenes. 193. F. grete reprefe. 194. F. yiven ; D. yeve;
Th. yeue. 195. F. ben. 198. Th. D. especial ; F. special. 2o3. F.
theys ; noon. ao$. F. grete reprefe, ao6. F. g,rete. 2o7. F. case.
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A clerkes custom is, whan he endyteth
Of wommen, be it prose, or ryme, or vers,
Sey they ben wikke, ai knowe he the revers. 2_o

And that book scalers lerne in hir childhede,

For they of wommen be war sholde in age,
And for to love hem ever been in drede,

Sin to deceyve is set al hir corage.
They seyn, peril to caste is avantage, 2L;

And namely, suche as men hart in be wrapped ;
For many a man by woman hath mishapped.

No charge is, what-so that thise clerkes seyn;
Of al hir wrong wryting I do no cure;
AI hir travayle and labour is in veyn. 22o
For, betwex me and my lady Nature,

Shal nat be suffred, whyl the world may flute,

Thise clerkes, by hit cruel tyrannye,
Thus upon wommen kythen hir maistrye.

Whylom ful many of hem were in my cheyne 2_._
Y-tyed, and now, what for unweldy age
And for unlust, may not to love atteyne,

And seyn, that love is but verray dotage.
Thus, for that they hem-self lakken corage,
They folk excyten, by hir wikked sawes, 2.w

For to rebelle agayn me and my lawes.

tlut, ma.ugre hem that blamen wommen most,

Suche is the force of myn impressioun,

That sodeinly I felle can hir bost

And al hir wrong imaginaeioun. _35
It shal not been in hir eleccioun

The foulest slutte of al a toun refuse,

If that me list_ for al that they can muse;

208. F. custome. _o9. F. women. D.B.A. Th'om. xstor, ato.
F. Seye ; Th. Say. axz. F. boke. 2In. F. women, at3. F.
tOUCh; S. D. Tr. Th. lone. 215. A. They (glassedg libri). F. perylle;
Th. pcrel. F. east. 2z6. F.B. wrappes(!._ _z7. D.S. Th. women. F.B.
myshappes (1_ as8. S. Th. is ; F. oraL. A. that ; rest ore. 2_2. A. S.
T. nat ; D. Th. not ; F. noon. F. while. 22.t.F. tyranie. 224. F. wymmen.
225. D. Th. many; F. moay. F. wer. 2a6, Th. Tyed; A. Tyd. a_8.
F. werray; S. veray; D. retry; Th. very. 229. F. selfe; D. silt'.
230. F. folke. 232. F. mawgre ;. Th. maugre. 933. F. o,_. the.
234. F. sodenly; Th. sodaialy. 236. F. ben; Th. be. F. elleceioun.
a37. F. to.vae; A. town.
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But her in herte as brenningly desyre
As thogh she were a duchesse or a quene; 24o
So can I folkes hertes sette on lyre,

And (as me list) hem sende joye or tene.

They that to wommen been y-whet so kene
My sharpe persing strokes, how they smyte,

Shul fele and knowe ; and how they kerve and byte. 245

Perdee, this grete clerk, this sotil Ovyde

And many another hun deceived be
Of wommen, as it knowen is ful wyde ;

Wot no man more; and that is greet deyntee,
So excellent a clerk as that was he, 25o
And other mo that coude so wel preche

Betrapped were, for aught they coude teche.

And trusteth wel, that it is no mervayle ;

For wommen knewen pleynly hir entente.

They wiste how sotilly they coude assayle ass
Hem, and what falshood they in herte mente ;

And thise clerkes they in hir daunger hente.
With oo venym another was distroyed;
And thus thise clerkes often were anoyed.

Thise ladies ne thise gentils, nevertheles, 36o

Were noon of tho that wroughten in this wyse;
But swiche filthes as were vertules

They quitten thus thise olde clerkes wyse.
To clerkes forthy lesse may suffyse

Than to deprave wommen generally ; 265
For worship shul they gete noon therby.

If that thise men, that lovers hem pretende,
To wommen weren feythful, gode, and trewe,
And dredde hem to deeeyven or offende,

339. Th. her; F. hir. Th. herte; F. herr F. brenyngly. 34I. F.
hertys set. a4a. F. Ioy. 343. F. ben. 344. Th. sharpe ; F. sharp.
348. F. women. 349. S. Wore; A. Wat; F. Th. What (1). F. grete; Th.
great. 35_. F. aght; Th.aeght. 353. Th. it; F. ys0) F. mervaylle ; Th.
meruayl_ 354. F. women knywen; entent. 255. F. sotyly. 356. F.
falshode; Th. falsheed. F. herr ment; Th. herte mente. 357. F. this
clerkys. F. heat ; Th. heate, a6x. F. wroghten ; Th. wrought. F. wyrate;
Th. wyse. a6a. S. fillokes (for filthes). F. weren ; Th. were. 363. F.
wisse ; Th. wyse. 363, 364. F. clerkis. 364. A. Th. To ; F. D. The (I).
366. F. worshippe ; Th. worshyp. 368. F. women. F. good. 369. F.
dreden ; Th. dredde.
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Wommen to love hem wolde nat eschewe. ,7o
But every day hath man an herte newe ;
It upon oon abyde can no whyle.
What fors is it, swich a wight to begyle ?

Men beren eek thise wommen upon honde
That lightly, and withouten any peyne, 275
They wonne been ; they can no wight withstonde
That his disese list to hem compleyne.
They been so freel, they mowe hem nat refreyne ;
But who-so lyketh may hem lightly have;
So been hir hertes esy in to grave. 28o

To maister Iohn de Meun, as I suppose,
Than it was a lewd occupacioun
In making of the Romance of the Rose;
So many a sly imaginaeioun
And perils for to rollen up and doun, 28s
So long proces, so many a sly cautele
For to deceyve a sely damosele !

Nat can I seen, ne my wit comprehende
That art and peyne and sotiltee sholde fayle
For to conqu&e, and sone make an ende, 290
Whan man a feble place shal assayle;
And sone also to venquisshe a batayle
Of which no wight dar maken resistence,
Ne herte hath noon to stonden at defence.

Than moot it folwen of necessitee, 295
Sin art asketh so greet engyn and peyne
A wommau to disceyve, what she be,
Of constaunc_ they been not so bareyne
As that somme of thlse sotil clerkes feyne;
But they ben as that wommen oghten be, 3oo

Sad, constant, and fulfilled of pitee.

270. F. Women. 271. F. heft. z75. A. swichooa forto. 274- F.
ekethis women. 276. F. ben. 280. F. ben; hertys_ craue(!). 28x.
F. I (!); for To. Th. Moone. 282. F. lewde. 286. F. longe proe.es_.
F. slye; Th. slygh. 287. F. damesele; Th. damosel. 288. F. wytte.
389. F. peyn; Th. payne. T. Th. schulde; F. holde(!). 29t. F.
assaylle; Th. assayle. 29_. F. batayUe; Th. batayle. 293. F. whiche.
294. F. herr; Th.herte. 295. F. yt moot folowen; A. moot it folwen.
296. F. grete. 297. F. dysceve. 298. F. constance;ben. 299. F.
lerkys. 3ox. F. pite.
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How frendlywas Medea to Jasoun

In the conquering of the fleesof gold!

How falsly quitte he her affeccioun
By whom victdrie he gat, as he hath wold! 3o5

How may this man, for shame, be so bold
To falsen her, that from his dethe and shame

Him kepte, and gat him so gret prys and name?

Of Troye also the traitour Eneas,
The feythles wrecche, how hath he him forswore 3_o

To Dido, that queen of Cart_gi_ was,
That him releved of his smertes sore!

What gentilesse might she han doon more
Than she with herte unfeyned to him kidde?
And what mischeef to her ther-of betidde ! .,.t3

In my Legende of Martres men may fynde

(Who-so that lyketh therin for to rede)
That ooth noon ne behest may no man bynde;
Of reprevable shame han they no drede.
In mannes herte trouthe hath no stede; 330

The soil is noght, ther may no trouthe growe!
To womman namely it is nat unknowe.

Clerkes seyn also: ' ther is no malyce
Unto wommannes crabbed wikkednesse!'

O woman ! How shalt thou thy-self chevyce, 325
Sin men of thee so muchel harm witnesse ?

No fors! Do forth! Tak_ no hevinesse!

Ke# thyn ownS, what men clappe or crake;
And somme of hem shul smerte, I undertake!

Malyce of wommen, what is it to drede ? 330

They slee no men, distroyen no citees ;
They not oppressen folk ne overlede,

302. F. frendely; Th. frendly. 303. F. flee (!) ; golde. 3o4. F. quyt ;
hir. 3o5. F. gate ; wolde. 306. F. bolde. 3o7. F. hit. 308. F. kept ;
grete. 3xo. F. wrechch; Th. wretche ; A. man. 3x4. F. That (for
Than). F. hert; Th. hert¢. 315. F. mischefe; hit. 316. Th. natm_(for
Martres). 318. F. oothe in no; A. ooth noon he; S.T. Th. othe he.
3no. A. Th. herte ; F. herr. A. In herte of man conceites trewe ara dede.
324. A. wommannes ; Th. D. womans ; F. a womans. Th. wicked crabbydnesse.
326. F. the; harme. 327. F. No lots; A. Yee strab (or-acrab). Th. Beth
ware women of her f),kelnesse. F. take ; S. and take. 329. F. smett ;
Th. smerte. 331. r. ale. 331. F. folke.
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Betraye empyres, remes, ne duchees,
Ne men bereve hir ]andes ne hir mees,

Empoyson folk, ne houses sette on lyre, :3_
Ne false contractes maken for non hyrel

Trust, perfit love, and entere charitee,
Fervent wil, and entalented corage

To thewes gode, as it sit wel to be,
Han wommen ay, of custome and usage ; ._4o
And wel they can a mannes ire aswage
With softe wordes discreet and benigne ;

What they be inward, sheweth outward signe.

Wommannes herte un-to no crueltee

Enclyned is, but they ben charitable, 345
Pitous, devout, fulle of humilitee,
Shamfaste, debonaire, and amiable,

Dredful, and of hit wordes mesurable:
What womman thise hath not, peraventure,

Ne folweth nat the we), of her nature. ._5o

Men seyn: 'our firste moder, natheles,
Made al man-kynde lese his libertee,

And naked it of joye, douteles;

For goddes hestes disobeyed she,
Whan she presumed tasten of a tree, 3._5

Which god forbad that she nat ete of sholde;
And, nad the devel been, namore she wolde.'

Th' envious swelling that the feend, our fo,
Had unto man in herte, for his welthe,

Sente a serpent, and made her for to go 360

To disceyve Eve; and thus was mannes helthe
Beraft him by the fende, right in a stelthe,
The womman noght knowing of the deceyt ;

God wot, fulfer was it from her eonceyt.

335. F. Empoysone folkys; set. 337. F. perfyte. 338. D. B. Th.
A. entalented ; F. entenlented. 339. F. Be ; Th. A1; rest To. F. sytt.
34o. F. women. 542. A. softe; F. Th. soft. 343. F. outwarde.
344. A. Wommannes; F. Th. Womans. 346. F. Pitouse devoute ful.
348. F. ore. and. 35o. F. hir. 35L F. oure; Th. our. A. finte; F. Th.
first. 353- F. Ioy; Th. ioye. 356. A. nat; F. ne.. 357. F. nade; Th. ne
had ; A. nad. F. she ne wolde. 358. F. The envionse; Tr. Theuvyous.
F. suellyng. F. fend. 359. Th. herte; F. D. herr. 359. F. Sent ; hir. 36t.
F. deceyve ; Th. disceyue. 363. F. woman. 364. F. Gode wote ; hir.
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Wherfore I sey, this god_ womman Eve 365

Our fader Adam ne deceyved noght.
Ther may no man for a deceyt it preve

Proprely, but-if that she, in her thoght,
Had it compassed first, er it was wroght;
And, for swich was nat her impressioun, a;o

Men calle it may no ddceyt, by resoun.

No wight deceyveth but he it purp6se;

The feend this d_ceyt caste, and nothing she.
Than is it wrong to demen or suppose
That she sholde of this harm the cause be. ays

Wyteth the feend, and his be the maugree;
And for excused have her innocence,
Sauf only that she brak obedience.

_md touching this, ful fewe men ther been,
Unnethes any, dar I saufly seye-- 38o

Fro day to day, as that men mow wel seen,
But that the hest of god they disobeye.
Have this in mynde, sires, I yow preye ;

If that ye be discreet and resonable,
Ye wol her holde the more excusable. 38_

And wher men seyn, 'in man is stedfastnesse,
And woman is of her corage unstable,'

Who may of Adam bere swich witnesse ?
Telleth me this :--was he nat chaungeable?

They bothe weren in a caas semblable, 39o

Saul willingly the feend deceyved Eve,
And so did she nat Adam, by your leve.

Yet was this sinne happy to mankynde,
The feend deceyved was, for al his sleight;

For aught he coude him in his sleightes wynde, 3_5

365. F. good ; Tr. goode. F. woman. 369. F. er ; A. Th. or. 37o. F.
hit. 373- F. cast. 37'4. F. wronge. 375. F. harme. A. of that gilt.
376. F. reade; mawgre. 377. F. hir. 378. F. oonly. F. breeke ;
D. Th. brake. 379. F. that ; Th. this. F. ben. 38z. A.D. mowe ;
T. mow; Th. may; F. now. 385. A. Th. holde; F. hold. 386. F. T_.
where ; B. whan. 388. F. swiche. 39L A. F. feende ; Tr. worme.
39a. F. dide; Th. dyd. 394- F. fceade. 395. F. sleythes; Th.
sleyghtes ; A. sleightes.
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God, to dischargemankynde of the weight

Of his trespas,cam doun from hevenes height,

And fleshand blood he took of a virgyne,

And suffreddeeth,him to deliverof pyne.

And god, to whom ther may nothing hid be, 400
If he in woman knowe had such malyce

As men of hem recorde in generaltee,
Of our lady, of lyf reparatryce,
Nolde han be born ; but, for that she of wee

Was voyde, and of al vertu (wel he wiste) 405
Endowed, of her to be bore him liste.

Her heped vertu hath swich excellence
That al to lene is mannes facultee

To ddclare it, and therfor in suspence

Her du_ preysing put mot nedes be. 4_o
But this we witen verrayly, that she,

Next god, the best frend is that to man longeth ;
The key of mercy by her girdil hongeth.

And of mercy hath every man swich nede

That, cessing that, farwel the joye of man! 4_._
Of her power now taketh right good hede ;

She mercy may, wol, and purchace can.
l)isplese her nat, honoureth that womman,
And other wommen alle, for her sake!

And, but ye do, your sorowe shal awake. 420

Thou precious gemme, O martir Margarete,

Of thy blood draddest noon effusioun !

Thy martirdom ne may I nat foryete;
Thou, constant womman in thy passioun,
Overcoom the feendes temptacioun ; 42S
And many a wight converted thy doctryne
Unto the feith of god, holy virgyne!

397. F. trestmse ; Th. trespaee. F. the hevenes ; A. Tr. S. Th. ore. the.
398.F.tooke. 4oL F.sue.he. 403.F.Yf(farOf).F.lyfe. 405.
I,'.woyde;Th.voyde. 4o6.F.hir. 4o8.F.leone;Th.lea,m;S.low;
A. weyke. 4xo. Th. dewe. F. moot. 4ix. A. we witen; rest I sey.
F. verraly. 4xa. F. men (far man). 413. F. mercye; hir girdille. 414 .
F. mercye. 415. F. farewel; loy. 417 . F. mercye. 418. F.
honureth; Th. honouretk. 4t9. A. Tr. Mle; F. al. 4a3. F. martirdome.
Th. Thou louer trewe, thou maytlen mansuet©. 4a5. F. feendis. 427.
from A ; F. B. omit (I).
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But understondeth, I commende hir noght
By enchesoun of hir virginitee ;
Trusteth fight wel, it cam not in my thoght; 430
For ever I werrey ayein ehastitee,
And ever shal; but this, lo! meveth me,
Her loving herte and constant to her lay
Dryve out of r_membraunc_ Ine may.

In any boke also wher can ye fynde, 43._
That of the werkes or the dethe or lyf
Of Jesu speketh, or maketh any mynde,
That womman him forsook, for wo or stryf?
Wher was ther any wight so ententyf
Abouten him as wommen? Pardee, noon! 440
Th'apostels him forsoken, everichoon.

Womman forsook him noght; for al the feyth
Of holy chirche in womman lefte only.
This is no lees, for holy writ thus seyth;
Loke, and ye shal so fynde it, hardely. 44_
And therfore it may preved be therby,
That in womman regneth stable constaunce
And in men is the chaunge and variaunce !

Now holdeth this for ferme and for no lye,
That this trewe and just commendacioun 4so
Of wommen is nat told for flaterye,
Ne to cause hem pryde or elacioun,
But only, 10: for this entencioun,
To yeve hem corage of perseveraunce
In vertu, and hir honour to enhaunce. 455

The more vertu, the lasse is the pryde;
Vertu so digne is, and so noble in kynde
That vyce and she wol not in-fere abyde.

45o.A. nat; Tr. not; restnener. 43L F. ore.I. 433. F. hert; hir.
454. F. ofmy ; Th. on_.my. 455-448..Precedes421-434 in Th. 435.
1:. where. 436. F. wetkis; lyre. 438. F. wommen (read womm_,
as in 1.40). F. stryfe. 459-F. entel_tyfe. 44L SoTh. ; F. B. forsoken
hym. 442. F. forsooke. 443. F. leftoonly. 444- Tr. holywrytthus ;
1'. thusholywryt. 445. F. Lok. 446. So A. ; F. B. I maywel preve
herb),. 447, 448. F. constance,variance. 45o. F. trew; Th. trewe.
451. A. is nat told for; F. tolde I nat for; Th. tel I forno. 453-F.
oonly loo. 455. F. honure; Th. honour. Th. auaunce. 458. A. S.
she ; rest he.
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She l)utteth vyce clene out of her mynde,
She fleeth from him, she leveth him behynde. 46o

O womman, that of vertu art hostesse,

Greet is thyn honour and thy worthinesse!

Than wol we thus concluden and diffyne:

We yow comaunde, our ministres, echoon

That redy been to our hestes enclyne, 465
That of thise false men, our rebel loon,

Ye do punissh6ment, and that anoon 1
Voide hem our court and banish hem for ever

So that ther-inne they ne come never.

Fulfilled be it, cessing al delay; 4;0
Look that ther be non excusacioun.

Writen in th'ayr, the lusty month of May,

In our paleys (wher many a millioun
Of loveres trewe han habitacioun)

The yere of grace joyful and jocounde 475
A thousand and route hundred and secounde.

Explicit lit, era Cupidinis, dei amoris, directa suis sub-
ditis amatoribus.

459,460. A.S. She; rtstHe. S. hir; F. hi([); resthis. 461. F. wertu.
46a. F. Gret ; honor. 464 . F. oure; echon. 465. F. oure. 466.
F. D. ore. false. F. reble ; Th. rebel. 469. A. ynae ; F. in. F. more neuer ;
A. otn. more. 47t. 8. Tr. that; rtstom. 47_. F. the ayer; A. their; Tr.
theyre. F. moneth. 473- F. oure; where ; milion. 474- F. louers trwe.
475. F. Iocunde.

COLOPHON.D.T. amatoribus; F. am. B. l_a_--Thc lettre of Cupide, god
of love, directed to his suggestys loners.



VI. TO THE KINGES MOST NOBLE GRACE;

AND TO THE LORDES AND KNIGHTES

OF THE GARTER.

Cestes Balades ensuyantes feurent faites au tres noble

Roy Henry le quint (que dieu pardoint!) et au tres

honourable oonpaignie du Jarter.

I.

O you, welle of honour and worthinesse,Our Cristen king, the heir and successour
Un-to Justinians devout tendrenesse
In the feith of Jesu, our redemptour;
And to you, lordes of the Garter, 'flour s

Of chevalrye,' as men you clepe and caUe ;
The lord of vertu and of grace auctour

Graunte the fruit of your loos never appalle [

0 lige lord, that han eek the lyknesse

Of Constantyn, th'ensaumple and the mirour _o
To princes alle, in love and buxumnesse
To holy chirche, 0 verray sustenour
And piler of our feith, and werreyour

Ageyn the heresy_s bitter galle,

Do forth, do forth, continue your socour ! x5
Hold up Cfistes barter; lat it nat falle!

2_rom P. (Phillipps 8zSz) ; also in Ed. (ed. x542). ]. Ed. honour ; P.
honur. 2. P. Oar right criJten ; Ed. ore. right. Ed. the heire; P. ore.
the. 6. P. chiualrie; Ed. cheualry. 8. P. nat; Ed. neuer, zo. Ed.
am. the. x i. P. lone and ; Ed. hnmble. J4. P- bittir ; Ed. bytter.
I$. P. foorth; F.d. forthe (twice). z6. P. Ed. Holde.
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This yle, or this, had been but hethenesse,
Nad been of your leith the force and vigour!
And yit, this day, the feendes fikilnesse
Weneth fully to cacche a tyme and hour 20
1"o have on us, your liges, a sharp shour,
And to his servitude us knitte and thralle.

But ay we truste in you, our pr6tectour;
On your constaunce we awayten alle.

Commandeth that no wight have hardinesse, 25
O worthy king, our Cristen emperour,
Of the feith to despute more or lesse
Openly among people, wher errour
Springeth al day and engendreth rumour.
Maketh swich lawe, and for aught may befalle, 30
Observe it wel; ther-to be ye dettour.
Doth so, and god in glorie shal you stalle.

II.

YE lordes eek, shyninge in noble fame,
To whiche appropred is the maintenaunce
Of Cristes cause; in honour of his name 3s
Shove on, and putte his foos to the outrance!
God wolde so ; so wolde eek your ligeaunce;
To tho two prikketh you your du_tee.
Who-so nat kepeth this double observaunce
Of merit and honour naked is he! 40

Your style seith that ye ben foos to shame;
Now kythe of your feith the pers_veraunce,
In which an heep of us arn halte and lame.
Our Cristen king of England and of Fraunce,
And ye, my lordes, with your alliaunce, 4._
And other feithful people that ther be
(Truste I to god) shul quenche al this nuisaunee
And this land sette in hy prosperitee..

19. P. fikilnesse;Ed. crabbydnesse. 20. P. Weeneth; Ed. Weneth.
22. P. seruiture;Ed.setuytude. 25.P. Commandith;Ed.Commaundeth.
26. Ed.O ; P. Our. Ed. our; P. and. a7. Ed. dispute. 28. P. where;
Ed. Her. 29. P. Spryngith; engendrith. 3o. P. Makith. P. aght; Ed.
ought. 31. P. been; Ed. be. 32. P. Dooth. 33. P. Yee. 34.
P. approped(1). 38. Ed. duite. 39. P. keepith; Ed.kepeth. 4o.
P. nakid; Ed. naked. 4I. Ed. ore.that. P. yee been. 43. P- arn; Ed.
be. 44-P. Eagelandand ; Ed. Englandandof. 45. P. yee. 46. P.
othir. 47. P. qwenche.P. anmace; Ed. noysaance(readnuisance).



TO THE KNIGHTS OF THE GARTER. 235

Conquest of hy prowesse is for to tame
The wilde woodnesse of this mescreaunce; ._o
Right to the rote repe ye that same!
Slepe nat this, but, for goddes plesaunce
And his modres, and in signifiaunce
That ye ben of seint Georges liveree,
Doth him servyee and knightly obeisaunee ; ss
For Cristes cause is his, wel knowen ye!

Stif stande in that, and ye shul greve and grame
The fo to pees, the norice of distaunce;
That now is ernest, tome it into game ;
Dampn_ble fro leith weri_ variaunee I 60
Lord lige, and lordes, have in r6membraunce,
Lord of al is the blessed Trinitee,
Of whos vertu the mighty habundaunee
You herte and strengthe in feithful unitee! Amen.

Cest tout.

49. P. Conqueste;Ed. Conquest. 5o. Ed.mysereaunce. $L P. roote
type ; Ed.roterepe. P. yee. 5_. P. Sleepe; Ed.Slepe. 54. P. yee
been. 55. P. Dooth. 56, 57-P. yee. 57. P- shuln; FA.shal.
P. greeue. 58. Ed. the ; P. and. 59. Ed. tourne. 60. Ed. Nowe
kytheof yourbeleuethe constaunce. 6z. P. blissid; Ed.blysfull.





VII. A MORAL BALADE.

BY HENRY SCOGAN, SQUYER.

Here foloweth next a Moral Balade, to my lord the Prince,

to my lord of Cla_enoe, to my lord of Bedford, and to

my lord of Glouoestre, by HenzT Soogan; at a souper

of feorthe merohande in the Vyntre in London, at the
hous of LowFs Joh_m_

Y oble sones, and eek my ]ordes dere,I, your fader called, unworthily,
Sende un-to you this litel tretys here

Writen with myn owne hand full rudifly;
Although it be that I not reverently 5

Have writen to your estats, yet I you praye,
Myn unconning taketh benign_ly
For goddes sake, and herken what I seye.

I eomplayn sore, whan I remembre me

The sodeyn age that is upon me falle ; 1o
More I eomplayn my mispent juvent_
The whiche is impossible ayein to calle.

From Th. _Thynne, ed. 154.2): colkzttd _olth A. (Ashmole 59), a,*d Cx.
(Caxton) ;rtadings al_ogivotfrom H. (.Harl. 2241).

TITLE; from A. (which h_r folowethe nemt) ; Cx. has Here next foloweth
a tretyse, whiche John Skogan sente vnto the lordes and gentilmen of the
kynges hews, exortyng them to lose no tyme in theyr yougthe, but to vse
vertues ; Th./ms Scogan vnt0the lordes and gentylmen of the kynges house.

L Th. A. annnes. _. Th. A. vnworthely. 3. Th. lytel trestyse ;
A. balade folowing. 4. Th. with ; A. H. o£ 4- Th. H. Although ; Cx.
And though ;. A. Yitte howe. 6. Th. A. estates. A. yet; H. Th. Cx. out.
8. Cx. herkne (l_lter). 9- Th. me sore ; A. H. am. me. Io. A. H. falle ;
Th. fal. x l. Th. But more ; A. H. Cx. ore. But. Th. iunentute. 12.
Th. ayen for; A. ageine. A. H. calle; Th. cal.
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But certainly, the most complaynte of alle
Is for to thinke, that I have been so nyce
That I ne wolde no virtue to me calle '5
In al my youthe, but vyces ay cheryce.

Of whiche I aske mercy of thee, lord,

That art almighty god in majestY,
Beseking thee, to make so even accord

Betwix thee and my soule, that vanit_ 30
Of worldly lust, ne blynd prosperit_
Have no lordship over my flesshe so frele.
Thou lord of reste and parfit unit_,

Put fro me vyce, and keep my soules hele.

And yeve me might, whyl I have lyf and space, "S
Me to conforme fully to thy plesaunce;

Shewe upon me th'abundaunce of thy grace,
In gode werkes graunt me pers_veraunce.

Of al my youthe forget the ignoraunce;
Yeve me good wil, to serve thee ay to queme; 30

Set al my lyf after thyn ordinaunce,
And able me to mercy, or thou demel

My lordes dere, why I this complaint wryte

To you, alle whom I love entierly,
Is for to warne you, as I can endyte, 3_
That tyme y-lost in youthe folily

Greveth a wight goostly and bodily,
I mene hem that to lust and vyce entende.
Wherfore, I pray you, lordes, specially,

Your youthe in venue shapeth to dispende. 40

Planteth the rote of youthe in suche a wyse
That in vertue your growing be alway ;

13. Th. H. certainly ; A. comvnely. Th. A. moste. A.H. _le; Th. al.
14. A. H. for; Th. om. A. beon; Th. be. IS. A. H. no; Th. om. A.
vertue; Th. vertues. A. calle; Th. cal. ]6. A. ay; Th. aye. 17.
A. thee; Th. the. Th. lorde. 18. Th.H. god; A. lorde. 2o. Th.
Betwyxe; A. Bytwene. 2x. A.H. Of;'Th. Cx. om. Th. blynde. _.A.
so 'freel; Th. H. to frele. 23. Th. lorde ; peffyte. 24. A.H. Cx. r,oules ;
Th. soule. 25. Th. whyle; lyfe. 26. A. H. eonfourme; Th. confyrme(I).
UT.A. H. vpon; Th. to. 28. Th. Andin ; A. H.om. And. 3o. A. thee;
Th. the. 3x. Th. lyre. A. tI. thy governaunce. 34. A. alle whome ;
Cx. whom that ; Th. whom. Th. rnoste entyrely ; Cx, A. entierly. 36. A.
eloste; Th.loste; H. Cx. lost. 37.A.H. goostely and bodely; Th. Cx. bodily
and gostly. 38. Th. meane. 39. A. I prey you lordes ; Th lordes I pray
you. A. tendrely. 4L Cx. trat:_scs 41-8o and 8x-! _.5. A. Plantethe;
Th. Cx. Phmte.



A MORAL BALADE. 239

Loke ay, goodnesse be in your exercyse,

That shal you mighty make, at eche assay,
The feend for to withstonde at eche affray. 4s

Passeth wysly this perilous pilgrimage,
Thinke on this word, and werke it every day;
That shal you yeve a parfit floured age.

Taketh also hede, how that these noble clerkes

Write in hir bokes of gret sapience, 5o
Saying, that fayth is deed withouten werkes ;

So is estat withoute intelligence
Of vertue ; and therfore, with diligence,

Shapeth of vertue so to plante the rote,

That ye therof have ful experience, ._5
To worship of your lyfe and soules bore.

Taketh also hede, that lordship ne estat,

Withoute vertue, may not longe endure;
Thinketh eek "how vyce and vertue at debar
Have been, and shal, whyles the world may dure; 60

And ay the vicious, by aventure,
Is overthrowe; and thinketh evermore

That god is lord of vertue and figure

Of al goodnesse; and therfore folowe his lore.

My mayster Chaucer, god his soul_ have! 6._

That in his langage was so curious.
He sayde, the fader whiche is deed and grave,

Biquath nothing his vertue with his hous
Unto his sone; therfore laborious

Ought ye to be, beseehing god, of grace, 7o
To yeve you might for to be vertuous,
Through which ye might have part of his fayr place.

43- A. ay ; Th. alway. 45- Cx. The frende (1)for to withstonde ; A. For
to withstoade the feonde; Th. The fende to withstande. 46. Th. peryllous ;
H. perilous. 47- H. Th. Cx. werke ; A. vse. 48. Th. parfyte. So.
Th. Writen; A. Wrote. Th. her. Th. great; H. grete; A. noble. 5z.
So A. ; Th. And fight so is estate with negligence. 57. A. Then kepe
also that. 58. Cx. A. Withoate ; Th. Without. .59. Cx. vice ; A. H.
Th. vices. 6o. A. whiles ; Th. while. Th. worlde. 6x. A. H. ay ;
Th. Cx. eaer. 63. Th. torde of al ; H. A. lord of. 67. Th. sayd that
the ; A. saide that the ; H. CL am. that. Th. father ; A. IL fader. 68. H.
A. ]k,qwath ; Th. Byqueth. Th. home. 69. So A. Cx. ; Th. children and
therefore laborouse. 7o. H. Th. Ought ; A. Aught ; Cx. Owe. Th. am. to.
Th. besekyag; A. beaeching. 7a. Th. haue; A.H.gete. Th. parte. A.
feyre; Th. H. am.
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Here may ye see that vertuous noblesse
Cometh not to you by way of auncestrye,
But it cometh thorugh leefful besinesse 7._
Of honest lyre, and not by slogardrye.

Wherfore in youthe I rude you edefye
The hous of vertue in so wys manere

That in your age it may you kepe and gye
Fro the tempest of worldly wawes here. So

Thinketh how, betwixi_ vertue and estat

There is a parfit blessed mariage;
Vertue is cause of pees, _3,ce of debat

In mannes soule; for which, with ful corage,
Cherissheth vertue, vyces to outrage: ss
Dryveth hem away; let hem have no wonning
In your soules ; leseth not the heritage

Which god hath yeve to vertuous living.

Taketh hede also, how men of povre degree
Through vertue have be set in greet honour, 90
And ever have lived in greet prosperitee
Through cherisshing of vertuous labour.

Thinketh also, how many a governour
Called to estat, hath oft be set ful lowe
Through misusing of right, and for errour, 95
Therfore I counsaile you, vertue to knowe.

Thus 'by your eldres may ye nothing clayme,'
As that my mayster Chaucer sayth expresse,

' But temporel thing, that man may hurte and mayme';
Than is god stocke of vertuous noblesse; _oo
And sith that he is lord of blessednesse,

And made us alle, and for us alle deyde,

74- A. Com]_e. 75. A. thoregh ; Cx. thurgh ; Th. by. A. leofful; Th.
leful ; H. leeful. 77. Th. you ye ; A. H. ore. ye. 78. Th. home. A.
soo wyse ; Th. H. suche a. 79. Th. ont. it. 80. H. A. worldly ; Th.
worldes. 8z. Th. howe betwyxe ; A. howe bytwene. " 82. Th. parf_te.
84. H. A. forwhiche with full; Th. the whiche be ful of. 85. Th. than
vertue; A. ore. than. 86. A. Cx. otn. Ist hem. 87. A. leese ; H. lesith.
89. Th. howe. A. poure ; Th. poore. 9o, 9x. Th. great. 92. Th.
H. Through ; A. By. 94. Th. H. Called ; A. Calde. A. offt ; H. Th. Cx.
ore. 95. A. for; Th. H. Cx. of. 96. Th. And therfore; rest ore. And.
97- A. By auncetryethus ; Th. H. Thus by yourauncestres; Cx. Thus by your
eldres. 99. Th. men (for man). Ioo. Cx. Thangod is. toz. Th.
sythe ; lorde. Th. blyssednesse; A. blessednesse. Io2. A. That (for And).
A. H. alle; Th. al (Q. Cx. alle ; Th. al (2). Porus alle A./tar mankyndethat.
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Folowe his vertue with ful besinesse,

And of this thing herke how my mayster seyde :--

2Xe flrste stok, fader of gentilesse, aos
What man that claymeth gent_'l for to be

Must folowe his trace, and alle his witles dresse
Vertu to sewe, and vyces for to flee.
_or unto vertu longeth dignitee,

And noght the revers, saufly dar I deme, iio
A1 were he mylre, croune, or diademe.

This flrste stok was ful of rigMwisnesse,
Trewe of his _,,ord, sobre,/itous, and free,

Clene of his goste, and loved besinesse
Ageinst the vyce of slouthe, in Aonestee ; ,15
And, but his heir love vertu, as dide he,
He is noght gentil, though he rick seine,
AI were he mytre, croune, or diademe.

Vyce may wel be heir to old richesse ;
But ther may no man, as men may wel see, t2o

Bequethe his heir his vertuous noblesse ;
2"hat is ap_Oro_oredunto no degree,
But to the flrste fader in magestee
That maketh him Ms heir, that can Mm queme,

A1 were he mytre, croune, or diademe, t_5

Lo here, this noble poete of Bretayne

How hyely he, in vertuous sentence,
The losse in youthe of vertue can complayne;

Wherfore I pray you, dooth your diligence,

For your estats and goddes reverence, _3o

T'enprint8 vertue fully in your mynde,
That, whau ye come in your juges presence,
Ye be not set as vertules behynde.

Ye lordes have a manet now-a-dayes,

Though oon shewe you a vertuous nmtere, _35

xos. SoA. ; Th.H. Folowethhyminvertue. lo$-xz 5. Chaucer'spoem of
Goztilesse is here quoted ; see vol. i. p. 39_. 127. A. Howe hyely he; Th.
Howe lightly, x28. A. le!se (I) ; Th. losse. A.H. in ; Th. on. ta9. A.
Wherfore; Th. And therefore: A. doothe; Th.with (I). J3o. A. estates;
Th. profyte, x31. A. Tenpornte; Th. Tempereth (!). A.H. vertuefully; Th.
fullyvertue, x32. Cx. in; A. H.i'n-to; Th.to. x33. A.H. settensvertn-
let,so; Th. vertulessethan, x34.H. Cx. Ye; A. Forye¢; Th. Many. Th.A.
howe. 135.Cx. H. you; Th. hem. A. Thaughe oneof you here ofa gode matere.

*** Rs s • s
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Your fervent youthe is of so false alayes

That of that art ye have no joy to here.
But, as a ship that is withouten stere
Dryveth up and doun, withouten governaunce,

Wening that calm wol lastS, yeer by yere,, x4o
Right so fare ye, for very ignoraunce.

For very sham_, knowe ye nat, by rdson
That, after an ebbe, ther cometh a flood ful rage ?
In the same wyse, whan youth passeth his sdson,

Cometh croked and unwddy palled age; _45
Sone after eomen kalends of dotage ;
And if your youth no vertue have provyded,

Al men wol saye, fy on your vassalage!
Thus hath your slouth fro worship you devyded.

BoCce the clerk, as men may rede and see, xso
Saith, in his Boke of Consolacioun,

What man desyreth fhave of vyne or tree
Plentee of fruit, in the typing sesoun,
Must ay eschewe to doon oppressioun
Unto the rote, whyle it is yong and grene; _5_

Ye may wel see, by this conclusioun,
That youth_ vertulees doth mochel tene.

Seeth, there-ayenst, how vertuous noblesse
koted in youthe, with good pers6veraunce,

136. Cx. H. Your feruent; Th. Her feraent; A. Your vnsure. 157. Th.
arte. Cx. H. ye ; Th. they. A. That of su.che artes yon liste not to. x38.
Cx. A. withoutea ; Th. without a. x39. A. withouten; Th. without.
14o. Th. calme. A. wol taste you; Th. wolde last. Th. yele by yere.
14L Cx. A. H. ye; Th. they. x42. Cx. A.H. ye; Th. they. x45. A.
Cx. ore. fuL 144. A. Right euen so whaae. 145. A. Comthe. 146,
A. Soone ; Th. And sone. Th. cornea the ; Cx. come ; A, comthe. 147.
Th. ffthat; Cx.A.H. om. that. Cx.A.your; Th. her. A,H. novertuehaue;
Cx. no vertuehath; Th. haue no vertue. 148. Th. lye. Cx. A. your; Th. her.
149. A.H. your; Th. her. Cx.H. you; Th. hem. A. hasThushatheyoure
youthe and slouthe you al misgyded, l fi2. Cx. A. _I. to haue ; Th. ore.
(rcadhaue). I_3. A. Plenty of; Cx. Plentyuons; Th. Plentous. Th. fruite.
A.H. Cx. the; Th.o_. A. ll. Cx. riping; Th. reap)nag. 154. A. H.
Cx. ay; Th. eaer. A. dotm; Th. do. xb6. A.H. Cx. Yeema_,; Th. Thus
mayye. A.H. welesee; Cx. see; Th. seweL A.H. this; Th. that. A. Cx.
conclusioun; Th. inclusyon (!). 157. A. youthe ; Th. youth. A. Th. vertu-
lesse. Th. moche ; Cx. ofte touche ; A. ay michil (read mochel). I58. Th.
Howe seeth ; A. H. Cx. ore. Howe. Th. howe ; A. that. 159. A. youthe ;
Th. youth.
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Dryveth away al vyce and wrecchednesse, _6_
As slogardrye, ryote and distaunce l
Seeth eek how vertue causeth sufftsaunce,

And sutfisaunce exyleth coveityse !
And who hath venue hath al abundaunce

Of wele, as fer as reson can devyse. _6_

Taketh hede of Tullius Hostilius,

That cam fro povenee to hy degree;
Through vertue redeth eek of Julius
The conquerour, how povre a man was he;
Yet, through his vertue and humanitee, t To

Of many a countree had he governaunce.
Thus vertue bringeth unto greet degree
Eche wight that list to do him entendaunce.

Rede, here_ayenst, of Nero vertulees;
Taketh hede also of proude Balthasar; *7._
They hated venue, equitee, and pees.
Loke how Antiochus fil fro his char,
That he his skin and bones al to-tar l

Loke what meschaunci_ they had for hir vycesl
Who-so that wol not by these signes be war, ,80

I dar wel say, infortunat or nyce is.

I can no more ; but here-by may ye see
How venue causeth parfit sikemesse,

And vyces doon exyle prosperitee ;
The best is, ech to chesen, as I gesse. 185

,6o. A. Cx. vyce; H. vice; Th. vyces. ,61. A. Al(for As). A. al
ryote; H. Cx. Th. om. al. x62. Th. eke howe. x63. So A. Cx. ;
H. om ; Th. h_ Seeth eke howe vertue voydeth al vyce (I). x64.
Th. H. Cx. whoso; A. om. so. 165. Th. ferre; A. far. Th. reason.
x67. A. came frome pouertee; Th. fro pouert came. Th. hygh; A. hye.
*68. Th. eke. ,O9. Th. howe poore. 11o. A. H. Cx. humanite ;
Th. his humylite. 17L Th. am. a. t72. A. unto gret; Cx. to
hye; Th. aman to great, x73- A. Cx. list; Th. H. lust. Th. eatea-
daunc_; rest atte_adaunce. 174. Th. howe of; A. H. Cx. ore. nowe.
'71- Th. Andloke; rertom.Aad. Th. howe; chare. 178. Th-tare. x79.
tL meschaunces. 18o. T_. H. Cx. ore. that. Th. ware. 18,. A. Th.
infortunate. A.H. Cx. or ; *l_h.and. I82. Th. no more nowe say ; Cx. no
moresay; H. nomore; A. more(0. Th. herby; se. x83. A. Th. Howe.
A. Th. perfyte, z84. A. done exTle; Th. H. exylen al; Cx. exyles al.
185. Th. eche man to ; Cx. man to ; A. dethe to ( de*heislkutfor eche). A.
c.h_ ; Th. eho,ae.

R2
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Doth as you list, I me excuse expresse;
I wolde be sory, if that ye mischese.
God you conferme in vertuous noblesse,
So that through negligence ye nothing lese! Js9

Ex_lidt.

I86. Th. A. Dothe. 187. A. Cx. wil (for wolde). Th. rightsorie; A.
H. Cx. ore.right. 188. A. you conferme; Th. confyrmeyou. i89. A.
no thing ; Cx. H. nothing ; Th. not it. COLOPItON. Cx. Thus endeth
the tmytye wiche John Skogan sent to the lordes and estates of the kynges
hous.



VIII. JOHN LYDGATE.

THE COMPLAINT OF THE BLACK KNIGHT;

OR, THE COMPLAINT OF A LOVERES

LYFE.

**

N May, whan Flora, the fresshe lusty quene,The soile hath clad in grene, rede, and whyte,
And Phebus gan to shede his stremes shene
Amid the Bole, with al the bemes brighte,

And Lucifer, to ehace awey the night, 5
Ayen the morowe our orizont hath take

To bidde lovers out of hit sleepe awake,

And hertes hevy for to recomforte

From dreriheed of bevy nightes sorowe,
Nature bad hem ryse, and hem disporte, to
Ayen the goodly, gladde, greye morowe;

And Hope also, with seine Johan to borowe,
Bad, in dispyt of damager and dispeyre,
For to take the hoolsom lusty eyre:

And with a sigh I gan for to abreyde _

Out of my slombre, and sodainly up sterte
As he, alas! that nigh for sorowe deyde,

My sekenes sat ay so nigh my herte.
But, for to finde socour of my smerte,

From Th. (Thynne, ed. z532) ; collated witl_ F. (Fairfax x6) ; B. (Bodley
638, imperfect) ; T. (Tanner 346) ; D. (Digby 18x) ; S, (Arch. Selden B. 24) ;
I have also consulted Ad. (Addit. x6t65) ; and P. (Pepys 2006). 2. Th.

reed ; F. D. rede. 4- _. his (for _nd the). ¢i Th. away ; F. awey.6. Th. D. ortzont ; F. T.S.:orisont. 7. Th. bidde a MSS. era. al. F.T.
ore. loverL zo. Th. bade. F.T.D.S. ore. _nd hem. zx. D. gladde;
rest glad. All grey (or gray), x3. Th. Bade ; MSS. Bad. All dispyte
(dispite). 14.S. go take (rest ore. go). x5. Th. syghe. I6. F. outstert.
18. Th. sicknesse; MSS. sekenes. F.S. sat; rest sate. Th. aye. Th. nye.
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Or at the leste som rdles of my peyne, 20
That me so sore halt in every veyne,

I roos anon, and thoghte I wolde goon
Into the wode, to here the briddes singe,

Whan that the misty vapour was agoon

And clere and faire was the morowning ; 25
The dewe also, lyk silver in shyning
Upon the leves, as any baume swete,
Til fyry Tytan, with his persaunt hete,

Had dryed up the lusty licour newe

Upon the herbes in the grene mede, 30
And that the floures, of many dyvers hewe,
Upon hir stalkes gonne for to sprede

And for to splaye[n] out hit leves on-brede
Agayn the sonne, gold-burned in his spere,
That doun to hem caste his bemes clere. 35

And by a fiver forth I gan costey
Of water clere as berel or cristal

Til at the laste I found a litel we),
Toward a park, enclosed with a wal
In compas rounde, and by a gate sinai 4o

Who-so that wolde frely mighte goon

Into this park, walled with grene stoon.

And in I wente, to here the briddes song,
Whiche on the braunches, bothe in phyn and vale,
So loude songe, that al the wode rong 45
Lyke as it shulde shiver in peces smale;

And, as me thoughte, that the nightingale

2o. F. ntte ; T. at ; rest at the. S. sum; rest some, summe. P. reles ; D.
relece ; T. relese; F. reles_; Th. release, at. F. halt; Th. hake. 22.
T. S. roos ; rest rose. Th. thought. 23. Th. wodde ; S. wod ; rest wode.
Th. byrdes. 24. Th. T. D. vapoure ; F. S. vapour. F.D. agoon ; T. Th.
agone. 25. F morownyag ; T. morownynge ; Th. moronyng. 26. Th.
lyke; F. lykyng (I); restlike; readlyk. 27. Th.leaues. 32. F. the (for
hir). 35. Th. D. splaye; F.T.S. splay; rtadsplayen. F.S. on; restin.
34- Th. T. Agayne ; F. Ageyn ; D. Ayen. S. gold ; rest golde. 35. Th.
T. downe ; F. dovn ; D. down ; S. doun. 36. Th. forthe. 57. F. bexel;
S. beriall; Th. byrd; T. byrell; D. birele. 59. D. S. Towa.,xl; F.
Tovard; Th. T. Towarde. 4o. Th. coml_ee ; MSS.comparh 4I. T.
myghte; S. mfi:_ty(l); restmlght. Th. gone; F. goon. --O. S. park;
rest park¢. 45. T. wente ; rest went. Th. byrdes ; rest briddes. S. song ;
rest songe. 44. Th. branches ; F. T. D. brannehes. Th. and (correctly) ;
rest omit. 45. Th. sange ; S. sang ; P. song; F. T. D. r,ong¢. Th. woode.
S. P. tong ; rest rouge. 47. T. thoughte; Th. F. D. thought.
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With so gret mighte her voys gan out-wreste
Right as her herte for love wolde breste.

The soil was playn, smothe, and wonder softe _o
AI oversprad with tapites that Nature

Had mad her-selve, eelured eek alofte
With bowes grene, the floures for to cute,

That in hir beauts they may longe endure
From al assaut of Phebus fervent fere, s5
Whiche in his spere so hose shoon and clere.

The eyre attempre, and the smothe wind

Of Zepherus, among the blossomes whyte,
So hoolsom was and norisshing by kimi,
That smale buddes, and rounde blomes lyte 60
In manet gonnen of her brethe delyte
To yeve us hope that hir fruit shal take,

Ayens autumpne, redy for to shake.

I saw ther Daphne, closed under rinde,

Grene laurer, and the hoolsom pyne; 6._
The myrre also, that wepeth ever of kinde ;
The cedres hye, upright as a lyne;
The philbert eek, that lowe doth enclyne
Her bowes grene to the erthe adoun

Unto her knight, y-called Demophoun. 7o

Ther saw Ieek the fresshe haw_thom

In whyte motlb, that so swote doth smelIe,

Ash, firre, and ook, with many a yong acorn,

48. T. myghte ; rest might. T.D. wraste; S. brest ; Th. F. wrest. 49.
T. breste ; D. braste ; Th. F. brest ; S. to-brest. 5x. F. T. P. tapites ;
Th. D. tapettes. 52. Th. F. T.-selfe (belter selve). F. celured; D.
coloured ; S. silnered ; Th. T. couered. 54. Th. beantie. F.T. may not

oTrmay). 55. S. assaut; rest assaute. 56. Th. sphere; hotte. Th.
• D. shone (read shoon). 57, 59. S. wynd, kynd ; rest wynde, kynde.

58. S. P. among ; rest amonge. T. blossomes ; D. blossoms ; Th. blosomes ;
F. blosmes. 59. ,41l holsom 0aolsum). Th. F. T. D. and so ; S. ont. so.
6o. F.T. blomes; S. blomys; Th. blosmes; D. blossoms. 6t. ,4Ilgan,
can ; see 1. 579. 62. S. that ; rest ore. F. their ; T. theire ; Th. D. there ;
S. thai ; read hlr. 63. F. D. Ayens ; Th. Ayenst ; T. Agayae. 64. T.S.
_w; Th. F. D. sawe (J). F. ther; rest the; ¢f.l. 71. S. Daphin; rest
Daphene ; read,Daphne. 65. Th. holsome ; rest holsom (-sum). 68. F.
phibert ; Th. T. filberte; IY_filberde; S. filbard. Th. F. dothe. 69. Th.
S_ adoun ; rest doun. 70. F. I-called ; rest called. 7x. Th. T. D. sawe.
P. hawethorn ; rest hawthorn, hawthorne, hauthorne. 72. S. tootle ; F.
motele; rest motley. (Read swoot T). Th. dothesmel. 73. dllAsshe;
read Ash. All oke; read ook. S. tong; T. fresah (J); rest yonge. S.
accorne; rest acome.
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And many a treemmo than I can telle ;

And, me beforn, I saw a litel welle, 75
That had his cours, as I gan beholde,
Under an hille, with quikke stremes colde.

The gravel gold, the water pure as glas,
The bankes rounde, the welle envyroning ;

And sore as velu_t the yonge gras 8o
That therupon lustily cam springing ;
The sute of trees aboute compassing
Hir shadowe caste, closing the welle rounde,

And al the herbes growing on the grounde.

The water was so hoolsom and vertuous 85

Through might of herbes growing there besyde,
Not lyk the welle, wher-as Nareisus
Y-slayn was, through vengeaunce of Cupyde,
Where so covertly he did/_ hyde

The grayn of cruel dethe upon ech brinke, 9o
That deeth mot folowe, who that ever drinke ;

Ne lyk the pitt_ of the Pegacb
Under Pernaso, where poet,s slepte;
Nor lyk the weUe of pure chastith
Which that Dyane with her nymphes kepte, 95

Whan she naked into the water lepte,
That slow Acteon with his houndes felle

Only for he cam so nigh the welle l

]]fit this welle, that I here reherce,

So hoolsom was, that it wolde aswage zoo
Bollen hertes, and the venim perce

Of pensifheed, with al the cruel rage,
And evermore refresshe the visage

Of hem that were in any werinesse
Of greet labour, or fallen in distresse, los

74. Th. tel. 75- S. before ; D. before ; rest befome. To. salve ; wel.
76. T. coats ; S. courss ; rest course. 77. Th. hyl ; quicke streames. 78.
S. P. gold ; D. colde ; rest golde 78, 8o. F. glas, gras ; Th. glasse, grasse.
79" weL 80. Ad.velowet. 81. Th. T. D. lustely (T. lustily)came (cam)

dngyng ; F. lustely gaa syng (1); S. lustily tan spryng. 83. Th. F. wel ;
D. welle.. 85. From. this.point I silently correctobvious errors in _elli

of Th. by tollahon _ilh tl_eMSS. Th. holsome. S. and; rest and so. r_.
"l%.Thorowe. S. them;restamit. 87,9a, 94. Ir¢_llykforlyke. 87.
F. T. D. lqarcius (0. 89. T. dyde ; rest dyd, did. 9o. S. c.naeU; rest
omit. 95. Th. that ; rest as. F.T.P. his ; rest her. lox. S. perce ; D.
perce; Th. peerce; F.T. perysh(I) lo3. Th. ouennore (!).
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And I, that had, through daunger and disdayne,

So drye a thrust, thoughte I wolde assaye
To taste a draughte of this welle, or twayne,
My bitter langour if it mighte alaye;
And on the banke anon adoun I lay, xto

And with myn heed unto the welle I raughte,
And of the water drank I a good draughte;

Wherof, me thought, I was refresshed wele
Of the brenning that sat so nigh my herte,

That verily anon I gan to fele t_ 5

An huge part relesed of my smerte;
And therwithalli_ anon up I sterte,
And thoughte I wolde walke, and see more
Forth in the parke, and in the holtes hore.

And through a laund_ as I yede a-pace x2o

And gan aboute faste to beholde,
I found anon a d_litable place
That was beset with tre_s yonge and olde,
Whose names here for me shal not be tolde;

Amidde of whiche stood an herber grene, t25
That benched was, with colours newe and clene.

This herber was ful of floures inde,

In-to the whiche as I beholde gan,
Betwix an hulfere and a wod_binde,

As I was war, I saw wher lay a man 13o

In blakke and whyte colour, pale and wan,
And wonder deedly also of his hewe,

Of hurtes grene and fresshe woundes newe.

And overmore distrayned with sekenesse,

Besyde al this, he was, ful grevously ; 135
For upon him he had an hoot accesse,
That day by day him shook ful pitously;
So that, for constreynt of his malady

And hertly wo, thus lying al alone,
It was a deeth for to here him grone, t4o

xo7. Th. F. thrust; T. thurste; P.D. thurst, xxo. S. adoun; Th.
F. P. downe ; rest down. doun. H3-x26. S. 0mitt. x22. Th. delect-
able. x27. D. yade ; T. Iende ; F. cende(1) ; Th. gende ; S. of lade.
138. S. coastreynt; rest constrayayng.
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Wherof astonied, my foot I gan withdrawe,
Greetly wondring what it mighte he
That he so lay, and hadde no felawe,
Ne that I coude no wight with him see ;
Wherof I hadde routhe, and eek pith, 14S
And gan anon, so softely as I coude,
Among the busshes me prively to shroude ;

If that I mighte in any wyse espye
What was the cause of his deedly wo,
Or why that he so pitously gan crye i_o
On his fortune, and on his ure also ;
With al my might I layde an ere to,
Every word to marke, what he seyde,
Out of his swough among as he abrayde.

But first, if I shulde make mencioun I.%
Of his persone, and plainly him discryve,
He was in sothe, without exeepcioun,
To speke of manhode, oon the best on-lyve;
Ther may no man ayen the trouthe stryve.
For of his tyme, and of his age also ,6o
He proved was, ther men shulde have ado,

For oon the beste there, of brede and lengthe
So wel y-mad by good proporcioun,
If he had be in his deliver strengthe;
But thought and seknesse were occasioun 165
That he thus lay, in lamentacioun,
Gruffe on the grounde, in place desolat,
Sole by him-self, awhaped and amat.

And, for me semeth that it is sitting
His wordes al to putte in remembraunce, i 70
To me, that herd_ al his complayning
And al the ground_ of his woful chaunce,
If ther-withal I may you do plesaunce, •
I wol to you, so as I can, anon,
Lyk as he sayde, reherce hem everichon. JTS

z47. Th. priuely me ; rest me priuely. (Read busshes prively me shroude T).
15z. Th. ore. 2rid his. x54. .For amongflerha_Os read anon, 159. S.
the; restomit. 16a. Th.therto; restthere. 168. F.P. awaped, x75.
D. hem; S. thane ; restore.
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But who shal helpe me now to complayne ?
Or who shal now my style gye or lede ?
O Niobe., let now thy teres rayne
In-to my penne; and helpe eek in this nede,
Thou woful Mirre, that felest my herte blede 18o
Of pitous wo, and myn hand eek quake
Whan that I wryte, for this mannes sake!

For unto wo accordeth complayning
And doleful cherfi unto hevinesse;
To sorowe also, syghing and weping, 185
And pitous mourning, unto drerinesse ;

• And whoso that shal wryten of distress_
In party nedeth to knowe felingly
Cause and rote of al such malady.

But I, alas! that am of witte but dulle, _9o
And have no knowing of such matere,
For to discryve and wryten at the fulle
The woful complaynt, which that ye shal here,
But even-lyk as doth a skrivenere
That can no more what that he shal wryte, 195
But as his maister besyde doth endyte ;

Right so fare I, that of no sentement
Saye right naught, as in conclusioun,
But as I herde, whan I was present,
This man complayne with a pitous soun ; 2oo
For even-lyk, without addicioun
Or disencrees, either more or lesse,
For to reherce anon I wol me dresse.

And if that any now be in this place
That fele in love brenning or fervence, _os
Or hindred wer_ to his lady grace
With false tonges, that with pestilence
Slee trewe men that never did offence

In word nor dede, ne in hir entent--

If any suche be here now present, _Io

_79. Th. om. this. ,_ I8L SoalL 184. F. delful;T. delefull;S.
dule/'ull ; D. doilfuU. ' 187. S. quhoso; rest who. S. writea; restwrite
(wryte). .19L D. no knowynghaue; resthaueno knowyng, x9z.
S. writen; realwrite(wryte). I98. F. S. as ; rest ore. aoz. Th.
disencrease; F. disencrese; T. disencrece; D. disencrees, zo5. S. louyng.
zo6. F. hindered;S. hinderit; rest hindred.
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Let him of routhe lay to audience,
With doleful chere and sobre countenaunce,
To here this man, by ful high sentence,
His mortal wo and his gret perturbaunce
C6mplayning, now lying in a traunce, 2_
With lokes upcaste, and with ruful chere,
Th' effect of whiche was as ye shal here.--

Comploynt.

HE thought oppressed with inward sighes sore,
The painful lyf, the body languisshing,

The woful gost, the herte rent and tore, 220
The pitous chere, pale in compleyning,
The deedly face, lyk ashes in shyning,
The salte teres that fro myn eyi_n falle,
Parcel declare grounde of my peynes alle:

Whos herte is grounde to blede in hevinesse ; 225
The thought, resceyt of wo and of complaynt;
The brest is cheste of dole and drerinesse;
The body eek so feble and so faynt ;
With hote and colde myn acces is so meynt,
That now I chiver for defaute of hete, 2ao
And, hoot as gleed, now sodainly I swete.

Now hoot as fyr, now cold as asshes dede,
Now hoot fro cold, now cold fro here agayn ;
Now cold as ys, now as coles retie

For hete I brenne ; and thus, betwixe twayne, 23_
I possed am, and al forcast in payne ;
So that my hete plainly, as I fele,
Of grevous cold is cause, every-deel.

This is the cold of inward high disdayne,
Cold of dispyt, and cold of cruel hate; 240
This is the cold that doth his besy payne
Ayeines trouthe to fighte and to debate.
This is the cold that wolde the fyr abate .

al2. F. T. delcful; S. dulfull; D. wofull. _14. S. grete; r_{ ore.

az6. S. with fall; rest omit _ omit full). COMPLEYNT; in F. only.2a5. D. grownded, a27. S. dule: D. dooll, a3o. Th. T. chyaer;
F. shyuer; D. chevir; S, chill a33. T. D. fro; S. from; Th. F. for
(ta&'e). 234. Th. T. D. yse; F. he; S. Im 239. S. diam:aa.
_4L .YoD. P. ; S. doth his besyaess; Th. euerdothhis besypayae ; F. eutre

othbesyI>eyn; T. euurdothhisbysyhate(_'c). _42. T. Agaynes; F.D.
Ayens;Th. Ayeast;S.A3eynis. S. andto; re.tom.to. _43-Th. ore.wolde.
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Of trewe mening ; alas ! the harde whyle !
This is the cold that wolde me begyle. 245

For ever the better that in trouthe I mente

With al my mighte faythfully to serve,
With herte and al for to be diligent,
The lesse thank, alas! I can deserve!
Thus for my trouthe Daunger doth me sterve. 2so
For oon that shulde my deeth, of mercy, lette
Hath mad despyt newe his swerd to whette

Ayeines me, and his arowes to fyle
To take vengeaunce of wilful crueltY; ,
And tonges false, through hir sleightly wyle, 255
Hart gonne a werre that wil not stinted be ;
And fals Envye, Wrathe, and EnmitY,
Have conspired, ayeines al fight and lawe,
Of hir malyce, that Trouthe shal be slawe.

And Male-Bouche gan first the tale telle, 260
To slaundre Trouthe, of indignacioun ;
And Fals-Report so loude rong the belle,
That Misbeleve and Fals-Suspeccioun,
Have Trouthe brought to his dampnacioun,
So that, alas! wrongfully he dyeth, 265
And Falsnes now his phc_ occupyeth,

And entred is in-to Trouthes lond,
And hath therof the ful possessioun.
O rigtitful god, that first the trouthe fond,
How may thou suffre such oppressioun, 270
That Falshood shulde have jurisdiccioun
In Trouthes right, to slee him giltSlees?
In his fraunchyse he may not live in pees.

Falsly accused, and of his foon forjuged,
Without answere, whyl he was absent, 275
He dampned was, and may not ben excused,

245. T. wolde; S. wold_ Th. D. wol; Fowill. 547. T. myghte;
Th. F. might. 248. S. for; rest ore. 25t, 252. T. D. lette, whette;
Th. F. let, whet. All de_ite. 253. S. A_eynes; T. Agayaes; F.D.
Ayen_ ; Th. Agaynst. 257. P. of wrath. 258. S. a3eyaes ; T.
agaynes ; F. D. ayens ; Th. agaynst. 56o, 262. Th. tel, bel ; rest telle,
belle. S. long ; F. T. D. ronge; Th. range. 267, 269. S. lond,fond; rent
londe,fonde. _71. Th. D. falahode;1_.S. fa|ghed; T. falsehede. 276.
Th. D. be; real ben.
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For Cruelt_ sat in jugSment
Of hastinesse, withoute avys_ment,
And bad Disdayn do execute anon
His jug_ment, in presence of his foon. 2So

Attourney noon ne may admitted been
T'i_xcuse Trouth_, ne a word to speke;
To fayth or ooth the juge list not seen,
There is no gayn, but he wil be wreke.
O lord of trouthe, to thee I calle and clepe ; 2s5
How may thou see, thus in thy presence,
Withoute mercy, murdred innocence?

Now god, that art of trouthe soverain
And se_st how I lye for trouthe bounde,
So sore knit in loves fyry chain 390
Even at the deth, through-girt with many a wounde
That lykly are never for to sounde,
And for my trouthe am dampned to the deeth;
And not abyde, but drawe along the breeth :

Consider and see, in thyn eternal right, 29_
How that myn herte professed whylom was
For to be trewe with al my fulle might
Only to oon, the whiche now, alas!
Of volunt_, withoute any trespas,
Myn accusours hath taken unto grace, 300
And cherissheth hem, my deth for to purchace.

What meneth this? what is this wonder ure

Of purveyaunci_, if I shal it caUe,
Of god of love, that false hem so assure,
And trewe, alas! doun of the whele ben falle ? 3o_

And yet in sothe, this is the worst of alle,
That Falshed wrongfully of Trouthe hath name,
And Trouthe ayenward of Falshed bereth the blame.

This blinde chauncc, thi_ stormy avcnturc_
In lov_ hath most his experience; 3,0
For who that cloth with trouthe most his cure

a?7. S. sat; restsate, satte, a81. F. nonne may;"rest maynon. a83.
D. oth; S.soth; rest othe. a85.Th. F.T.P. clepe; D. speke; S.cleke(!j.
297. T. D. fullt; Th. F. ful. _98. Th.'S. one; rest ooa. 299. F. more
(for any). 3o3. Th. cal. 3o5. Th. fal. 3o6. Th. at. ,,307.All
tlaename; I omit the. 3oS..All the bhtme; readber'the.
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Shal for his mede finde most offence,
That serveth love with al his diligence ;
For who can fayni_, under lowliheed,
Ne fayleth not to finde grace and speed. 3'5

For I loved oon, ful long_ sith agoon,
With al my herte, body, and ful might,
And, to be deed, my herte can not goon
From his hest, but holde that he hath hight ;
Though I be banisshed out of her sight, 3zo
And by her mouth dampned that I shal deye,
tTo my behest yet I wil ever obeye.

For ever, sith_ that the world began,
Who-so list lok_, and in storie rede,
He shal ay finde that the trewe man 32_
Was put abakke, wher-as the falshede
Y-furthered was; for Love taketh non hede
To slee the trewe, and hath of hem no charge,
Wher-as the false goth freely at hir large.

I take recorde of Palamides, 330
The trewe man, the noble worthy knight,
That ever loved, and of his payn no relees;
Notwithstonding his manhood and his might
Love unto him did ful greet unright ;
For ay the bet he did in chevalrye, 3._5
The more he was hindred by envye.

And ay the bet he did in every place
Through his knighthood and his besy payne,
The ferther was he from his lady grace,
For to her mercy mighte he never attayne ; 34o
And to his deth he coude it not refrayne
For no daungere, but ay obey and serve
As he best coude, plainly, til he sterve.

What was the fyne also of Hercules,

For al his conquest and his worthinesse, 345
That was of strengthe alone pereles ?

t.

314, 3x5 . D. lowlyheed, _peed; rest -hede, spcde. 322..4ll Vn-to ; read
To. 323. F. sithe ; S. sithen ; rest sith. 332. Perhaps omit his. D.
payn ; T. peya ; rest payne (peyne). 337. S. bet ; F. bette ; rest better.
._38. Th. F. ons. and his. 339. T. lady ; F. ladye ; rest Ladyes. 346.
D. perclees; F. T. S. P. pereles; Th. peerles.
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For, lyk as bokes of him list expresse,
He sette piUers, through his hy prowesse,
Away at Gades, for to signifye
That no man mighte him passe in chevalrye. 33o

The whiche pillers ben ferre beyonde Inde
Beset of golde, for a remembraunce;
And, for al that, was he set behinde
With hem that Love liste febly avaunce ;
For [he] him sette last upon a daunce, ass
Ageynes whom helpe may no stryf ;
For al his trouthe, yit he loste his lyf.

Phebus also, for al his persaunt light,
Whan that he wente here in erthe lowe,
Unto the herte with fresh Venus sight ._6o
Y-wounded was, through Cupydes bowe,
And yet his lady liste him not to knowe.
Though for her love his herte did_ blede,
She leet him go, and took of him no hole.

What shal I saye of yonge Piramus ? 36.s
Of trew Tristram, for al his hye renoun ?
Of Achilles, or of Antonius ?
Of Arcite eke, or of him Palemoun ?
What was the end_ of hir passioun
But, after sorowe, deeth, and than hir grave? 3;'0
Lo, here the guerdon tha these lovers have!

But false Jason, with his doublenesse,
That was untrewe at Colkos to Medee,
And Theseus, rote of unkind_nesse,
And with these two eek the false Enee; 575
Lo! thus the false, ay in oon degrb,
Had in love hir lust and al hir wille ;
And, save falshood, ther was non other skille.

Of Thebes eek the false [knight] Arcyte,
And Demophon "_also, for [al] his slouthe, 33o
They had hir lust and al that might delyte

347. T. listeof hym; S.canof him. 349. F. Gades; S. Gadis; _'est
Gaddes. 3.5LTh.P. ore.ben. 3ha. S. Y-lett; D. Sette. 5.55-,r
_ly he. 357- S. 3it; rtzt omit. 360. S. fresch; restomit. 363.
T. dide; rest did. 368. S. eke; rest omit. 374. F. Tereus(for
Theseus), 378. F. falshed; S. fal_hede. 579. I n_l_,l,,,knight. 58o.
All eke; readalso. I su/_ly al.
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For al hir falshode and hir greet untrouthe.

Thus ever Love (alas I and that is routhe!)
His false leges forthereth what he may,

And sleeth the trewe ungoodly, day by day. 38s

For trewe Adon was slayn with the bore

Amid the forest, in the grene shade;
For Venus love he feltfi al the sore,

But Vulcanus with her no mercy maple;

The foule chorl had many nightes glade, 39°
Wher Mars, her worthy knight, her trewe man,
To finde mercy, comfort noon he can.

Also the yonge fresshe Ipomenes

So lusty free [was], as of his eorage,
That for to serve with al his herte he chees 395

Athalans, so fair of hit visage ;

But Love, alas l quitte him so his wage
With cruel daunger plainly, at the laste,

That, with the dethe, guerdonles he paste.

Ix)! here the fyne of loveres servyse! 400
Lo! how that Love can his servaunts quyte!
Lo! how he can his faythful men despyse,

To slee the trewe, and false to respyte!
LO! how he doth the swerd of sorowe byte

In hertes, suche as most his lust obeye, 4_5
To save the false, and do the trewe deye!

For fayth nor ooth, word, ne assuraunce,

Trewe mening, awayte, or besinesse,

StiUe port, ne faythful attendaunce,
Manhood, ne might, in armes worthinesse, 4_o
Pursute of worship, nor no hy prowesse,

In straunge lande ryding, ne travayle,
Ful lyte or nought in lov6 doth avayle.

382. S. and thair (for and hir) ; rest omit thair (=hit). 384. Th. lieges.
386. So a/l. 39x. S. wqrthi knycht & hir trew ; rest omit worthi and trew.
l./M/ow S, ; but omit and. • 393. F. T. Ipomon¢_; Th. Ypomedes ; S. P.
Ypomenes; D. Ipomeua. 394. Isu_02ff)'was- 4oo. F. lovers; T. louys;
rest loues. 403. S. trewe; rest trewe men. 4o5. Th. moost. 407.
D.S. oth; restothe. 4o9. F. P.S. port; resl_porte. 4II. S. no;rest
o_sil. 4t3. Th. lytel ; P. litill ; D. litle ; rest tyte.

• ** Ss $ it _
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Peril of dethe, nother in see ne lande,

Hunger ne thurst, sorowe ne sekenesse, 4_5
Ne grete empryses for to take on hande,
Sheding of blode, ne manful hardinesse,
Ne ofte woundinge at sautes by distresse,

Nor tjuparting of lyf, nor deeth also--
AI is for nought, Love taketh no hede therto ! 420

But lesings, with hit false flaterye,
Through hir falshede, and with hir doublenesse,
With tales newe and many fayned lye,
By fals semblaunt and counterfet humblesse,

Under colour depeynt with stedfastnesse, 425

With fraude covered under a pitous face
Accepte been now rathest unto grace,

And can hem-selve now best magnifye

With fayned port and fals presumpcioun;
They haunce hir cause with fals surquedrye 430
Under meninge of double entencioun,

To thenken oon in hir opinioun
And saye another ; to sette hemselve alofte
And hinder trouthe, as it is seyn ful ofte.

The whiche thing I bye now al to dere, 4a5

Thanked be Venus and the god Cupyde !
As it is sene by myn oppressed chere,

And by his arowes that stiken in my syde,
That, sauf the deth, I nothing abyde
Fro day to day; alas, the harde whyle! 44o
Whan ever his dart that him list to tyle,

My woful herte for to ryve a-two

For faute of mercy, and lak of pith

Of her that causeth al my payne and wo
And list not ones, of grace, for to see 445
Unto my trouthe through her crueltee ;

And, most of alle, yit I me complayn¢,

That she hath joy to laughen at my peyne!

414. F. nother; rest nor. 415. Th. syknesse; F.r.ekener,se. 4x9. D.
lupardy; rest in partynge (for iupartynge); read juparting; d. 1. 475.
4:_1. F. fals (error for false3; rest omit. 4a6. S. double (for pitons).
4a9. S.falss ; rest ore. 435. Th. F. P. bye ; D. bie ; T. bey ; S. by. 437. Th.
T. S. sene ; F. seen ; P. D. seyn. 438- Th. sticken ; P. D. stekyn. 459.
S. P. the ; rest am. ° 447. S. 3it ; rest eta.
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And wilfully hath [she] my deeth y-sworn
AI gilti/lees, and woe no cause why 4_o
Save for the trouthe that I have had aforn

To her alone to serve faithfully!

O god of love! unto thee I cry,
And to thy blinde double deitee

Of this gret wrong_ I compleyne me, 4._5

And to thy stormy wilful variaunce
Y-meynt with ehaunge and greet unstablenesse ;

. Now up, now doun, so renning is thy chaunce,

That thee to truste may be no sikernesse.
I wyte it nothing but thy doublenesse ; 460
And who that is an archer and is _blent

Marketh nothing, but sheteth as he twent.

And for that he hath no discrecioun,

Withoute avys he let his arowe go ;
For lakke of sight, and _/lso of resoun, 465

In his shetinge, it happeth ofte so,
To hurte his frend rather than his fo;

So doth this god, [and] with his sharpe floon
The trewe sleeth, and let the false goon.

And of his wounding this is the worst of alle, 470
Whan he hurteth, he doth so cruel wreche

And maketh the seke for to crye and calle
Unto his fo, for to been his leche;
And hard it is, for a man to seche,

Upon the point of dethe in jupardye, 475
Unto his fo, to finde remedye!

Thus fareth it now even by me,
That to my fo, that yaf myn herte a wounde,
Mote aske grace, mercy, and pith,
And namifly, ther wher non may be founde! 480

For now my sore my leche wil confounde,

449. l,uf_ly she. S. ysuorn ; rest ont. y-. 45z. Th. ore. have. 453-
T. D. S. aboue (j_r of love0; set 1.4s4. 46x. S. blend (read blent) ; rest
blynde (bUnde). 462._.S.as he wend (r_l went) ; Th. by wende (I) ; rest
by wenyage C!). 464. F. T. arise ; D. avice ; S. aviss ; Th. aduyse. 467.
S. P. frend; rest frende. 468. B. begln.t Acre. I rul_l_lyand. 469 . T.
lette; F. leteth ; Th. letteth ; B.D. letith ; S. lattith. 47x. B. F. S. he

• doth ; Th. T. doth to. 475. Th. ieopardye ; S. Iupartye ; F. pattie (!) ;
B. D. T. Iupardye ; P. Iupard.

$2



•6o VIII. JOHN LYDGATE.

And god of kinde so hath set myn ure,
My lyres fo to have my wounde in cure!

,_las ! the whyle now that I was born!
Or that I ever saw the brighte sonne ! 485
For now I see, that ful longe Morn,
Or I was born, my desteny was sponne
By Parcas sustren, to slee me, if they conne;
For they my deth shopen or my sherte
Only for trouthe! I may it not asterte. 49o

The mighty goddesse also of Nature
That under god hath the govemaunce
Of worldly thinges committed to her cure,
Disposed hath, through her wys purveyaunce,
To yeve my lady so moche suffisaunce 495
Of al vertues, and therwithal purvyde
To murdre trouthe, hath take Daunger to gyde.

For bountb, beautb, shappe, and semeliheed,
Prudence, wit, passingly fairnesse,
Benigne port, glad chere with lowliheed, 5oo
Of womanheed fight plenteous largesse,
Nature did in her fully empresse,
Whan she her wroughte; and alther-last Disdayne,
To hinder trouthe, she made her chamberlayne ;

Whan Mistrustalso,and Fals-Suspeccioun, 5os
With Misbeleve,she made forto be

Cheefofcounsaylto thisconclusioun,
For toexyleRouthe,and eek Pith,
Out of her courtto make Mercy flee,

So that Dispyt now holdeth forth her reyne, Sxo
Through hasty bileve of tales that men feyne.

And thus I am, for my trouthe, alas!
Murdred and slayn with wordes sharpe and kene,
Giltlees, god wot, of al manet trespas,
And lye and blede upon this colde gr6ne. 5x5
Now mercy, swete! mercy, my lyres quene !
And to your grace of mercy yet I preye,
In your servyse that your man may deyel

488. Th. systerne. 489•S. haueschapen(for shopen). 494- F. hath;
Th.haue.. Spl. F. B: p.lentevous.Th. lsrgnesse. 508. Th. trout.he; S.
rceum;r_t roume; see1.079. ._14.Th. Gyltlesse;F. Giltles; P. Gylteles.
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But if so be that I shal deye algate,
And that I shal non other mercy have, 520
Yet of my dethe let this be the date
That by your wille I was brought to my grave ;
Or hastily, if that you list me save,
My sharpe woundes, that ake so and blede,
Of mercy, charme, and also of womanhede. 525

For other charme, playnly, is ther non
But only mercy, to helpe in this case ;
For though my woundes blede ever in oon,
My lyf, my deeth, standeth in youre grace;
And though my gilt be nothing, alas! 53o
I aske mercy in al my beste entente,
Redy to dye, if that ye assente.

For ther-ayeines shal I never stryve
In worde ne werke; playnly, I ne may;
For lever I have than to be alyve 53s
To dye soothly, and it be her to pay;
Ye, though it be this eche same day
Or whan that ever her liste to devyse;
Suffyceth me to dye in your servyse.

And god, that knowest the thought of every wight 54o
Right as it is, in fal thing thou mayst see,
Yet, ere I dye, with all my fulle might
Lowly I pray, to graunte[n] unto me
That ye, goodly, fayre, fresshe, and free,
Which slee me only for defaute of routhe, 545
Or that I dye, ye may knowe my trouthe.

For that, in sothe, suffyseth unto me,
And she it knowe in every circumstaunce;
And after, I am wel apayd that she

If that hir list, of dethe to do vengeaunce ._5o
Unt6 me, that am under her legeaunee;

5a3. F. B. P. ye (./'oryou. ._$o.F.B.S. gilt; rentgylte (gilte). 533-
S._eyaes ; T. agayaes; F._B.D. ayenm; Th.agaymit. 536. _. 3owtopay;
rest her to pay. $37- Th. am.eche. ._38.T. D liste; realList. 54x.
All eaery; mad al. 543+All graunte(gramat); rtadgraunten. _45-
Th. one.ly sit me ; MSS. Rice me only. 547- S. vnto ; rest ore. 54 _. S.
If (for And). 549. S. apaid ; re.rt |_tyd (paid). 55 o. Por to read dud ?
_x. F. P. legeaan_ ; Th. D. ligeatmoe; T. l),geaunce.
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It sit me not her doom to disobeye,
But, at her luste, wilfully to deye.

Withoute .grucching or rebellioun
In wille or worde, hoolly I assent, 55._
Or any maner contradiccioun,
Fully to be at her commaund_ment;
And, if I dye, in my testament
My herte I sende, and my spirit also,
What-so-ever she list, with hem to do. 560

And alder-last unto her womanhede

And to her mercy me I recommaunde,
That lye now here, betwixe hope and drede,
Abyding playnly what she list commaunde.
For utterly, (this nis no demaunde), S65
Welcome to me, whyl me lasteth breeth,
Right at her choise, wher it be lyf or deeth!

In this matere more what mighte I seyn,
Sith in her hande and in her wille is al,
Both lyf and deeth, my joy and al my payn ? Sro
And fynally, my heste holde I shal,
Til my spirit, by desteny fatal,
Whan that her liste, fro my body wende ;
Have here my trouthe, and thus I make an ende!'

And with that worde he gan syke as sore 57s
Lyk as his herte ryve wolde atwayne,
And held his pees, and spak a word no more.
But, for to see his wo and mortal payne,
The teres gonne fro myn eyen rayne
Ful pitously, for very inward routhe 580
That I him saw so languisshing for trouthe.

And al this whyle my-self I kepte cloos
Among the bowes, and my-self gun hyde,
Til, at the laste, the woful man aroos,

And to a logge wente ther besyde, 58._
Where, al the May, his custome was t'abyde,

553. T. D. luste; Th.F. B.lust. S. Quhersohit list to do melyueordeye.
555. S. hoolly; Th. holy. 56o. Th. T. D. lyste ; F. S. P. list. 56I. S.
vnto; rest to. 566. S. quhillI_atme. 568. Th. mater. 571. F. B.
P. best. $73. T. liste; rtstlist (lust). 575. T. sike; S. to slke; Th.D.
sygh; F.B. sile(7). 577.Th.uoworde. 587. Th.longwisshing(D. Th. S.
for; F.B.D.P. forhis; T. forher. 583. S. P. gan; restgonue(gunne).
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Sole, to complaynen of his paynes kene,
Fro yeer to yere, under the bowes grene.

And for bicause that it drow to the night
And that the sonne his ark diurn_il 590
Y-passed was, so that his persaunt light,
His brighte bemes and his stremes al.
Were in the wawes of the water fal,
Under "the bordure of our ocean,
His char of golde his cours so swiftly ran: 595

And whyl the twylight and the rowes rede
Of Phebus light were d_aurat a lyte,
A penne I took, and gan me faste spede
The woful playnt_ of this man to wryte
Word by wordi_, as he did endyte ; 600
Ly.k as I herde, and coude him tho reporte,
I have here set, your hertes to disporte.

If ought be mis, layeth the wyte on me,
For I am worthy for to bere the blame
If any thing [here] misreported be, 6o5
To make this dytb for to seine lame
Through myn unconning ; but, to sayn the same,
Lyk as this man his complaynt did expresse,
I aske mercy and forgiv_nesse.

And, as I wroot, me thoughte I saw a-ferre, 6zo
Fer in the weste, lustely appere
Esperus, the goodly brighte sterre,
So glad, so fair, so persaunt eek of chere,
I mene Venus, with her bemes clere,

That, hevy hertes only to releve_ 6_
Is wont, of custom, for to shewe at eve.

And I, as faste, fel doun on my knee
And even thus to her gan I to preye :q
' O lady Venus! so faire upon to see,
Let not this man for his trouthe deye, 620
For that joy thou haddest whan thou leye
With Mars tlay knight, whan Vulcanus you fond,
And with a _hayne invisible you bond

587, S. compleyaen; rest complayne. 598. T. faste; restfast. 605. I
.ruppl..l,hme. 6o6. Th.dytte. Olx.T.D. weste;rtstwest. 617.T.D. faste;
rtstfast. S.D.F.doun; Th. adowne;D.T. Adoun. 6_a. T. you; restore.
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Togider, bothe twayne, in the same whyle
That al the court above celestial 625
At youre shame gun for to laughe and smylel
A! fair_ lady! welwilly founde at al,
Comfort to careful, O goddesse immortal!
Be helping now, and do thy diligence
To let the stremes of thyn influence 63o

Descende doun, in forthering of the trouthe,
Namely, of hem that lye in sorowe bounde ;
Shew now thy might, and on hir wo have routhe
Er fals Daunger slee hem and confounde.
And specially, let thy might be founde 6.3S
For to socour6, what-so that thou may,
The trewe man that in the herber lay,

And aUe trewe forther, for his sake,
O gladde sterre± O lady Venus myne!
And cause his lady him to grace take. 64o

Her herte of stele to mercy so enclyne,
Er that thy bemes go up, to declyne,
And er that thou now go fro us adoun,
Fdr that love thou haddest to Adoun!'

And whan that she was gon unto her reste, 645

I roos anon, and hoom to bedde wente,
For verily, me thoughte it for the beste ;
Prayinge thus, in al my best entente,
That alle trewe, that be with Daunger shente,
With mercy may, in reles of hir payn, 650
Recured be, er May come eft agayn.

And for that I ne may no lenger wake,
Farewel, ye lovers alle, that be trewe!
Praying to god ; and thus my 1eve I take,
That, er the sonne to-morowe be risen newe, 655
And er he have ayein his rosen hewe,
That eche of you may have suche a grace,
His owne lady in urines to embrace.

6a6. S.forto ; restore. 6a7. MSS.welwllly;Th. wyl I (1). 636.
Th. mc.ouer(misj_rfnt). 645. S. vnto ; rest to. 647. S. verily; Th. T. D.
wery(l); B.verywery(I); F. werrywery(I); P. very. 6So. F.B.reles; T.
D. releae; Th. release; S. relesche. 656. Th.T. S. P. ore.his.
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I mene thus, that, in al honcstee,
Withoute more, ye may togider speke 66o
What so ye list_, at good libertee,
That eche may to other hit herte breke,
On Jelousy_ only to be wreke,
That hath so longe, of malice and envye,
Werreyed Trouthe with his tirannye. 665

Lenvoy.

Princesse, plese it your benignitee
This litel dytb for to have in mynde!
Of womanhed_ also for to see

Your trewe man may youre mercy finde;
And Pit_ eek, that long hath be behinde, 67o
Let him ayein be prdvoked to grace ;
For, by my trouthe, it is ayeines kinde,
Fals Daunger for to occupye his place!

Go, litel quayre, unto my lyves queen,
And my very hertes soverayne ; 675
And be right glad ; for she shal thee seen;
Suche is thy grace! But I, alas! in payne
Am left behinde, and not to whom to playne.
For Mercy, Routhe, Grace, and eek Pit[
Exyled be, that I may not attayne 68o
Recure to finde of myn adversitY.

Exl#lidl.

659. Th.ont. that. 663. Th.ialousyes; D. Ielosies; restIelosye. 664.
T. B. P. of ; restof his. 665. S. Werreyed; D. Werried; rest Werred.
666. MSS. Princes; Th. Pryncetse. Th. pleaseth; F. pleseth; P. plesith
(readplese). Th. it to your; rest_. to. 567. 8. P. for; rnt ou_. 669.
Th. D. out. trewe. 673. S. for; restont.
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N Fevrier, whan the frosty mone
Was homed, ful of Phebus fyry light,

And that she gan to reyse her stremes sone,
Saint Valentyne! upon thy blisful night
Of dui_tee, whan glad is every wight, ,_

And foules chese (to voyde hir olde sorowe)
Everich his make, upon the nexte morowe;

The same tyme, I herde a larke singe

Ful lustely, agayn the morowe gray--
'Awake, ye lovers, out of your slombringe, 1o
This gladde morowe, in a! the haste ye may;
Some 6bservaunce doth unto this day,

Your choise ayen of herte to renewe

In c6nfirming, for ever to be trewe!

And ye that be, of chesing, at your large, _._
This lusty day, by custome of nature,

Take upon you the blisful holy charge

To serve lovi_, whyl your lyf may dure,
With herte, body, and al your besy cure,
For evermore, as Venus and Cipryde 20
For you disposeth, and the god Cupyde.

For joye owe we playnly to obeye

Unto this lordes mighty ordinaunce,

From Th. (Th!rane, ed. 1532). TITLE: Th. The Floure of Curtesy; (ed.
_56i adds--made by lhon Lidgate). I note here the rejected s_elllngs.
]. Feverier. 2. firy. 3. streames. 5. dutie. 6. her.
7- Eueryche; next. 9" agayae. Ix. glad. 13. dothe.
! 5. chosyng. 18. whyle; lyfe. 20. Cipdde. _2. obey.
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And, mercilesse, rather for to deye
Than ever in you be founden variaunce; 2_
And, though your lyf be medled with grevaunce,
And, at your herte, closed be your wounde,
Beth alway one, ther-as ye are bounde !'

Theft whan I had herd, and listed longe,
With devout herte, the lusty melodye 30
Of this hevenly comfortable songe
So _igreable, as by harmonye,
I roos anon, and faste gan me hye
Toward a grove, and the way [gan] take
Foules to sene, everich chese his make. 3._

And yet I was ful thursty in languisshing ;
Myn ague was so fervent in his hete,
Whan Aurora, for drery complayning,
Can distille her cristal teres wete

Upon the soile, with silver dewe so swete; 40
For she [ne] durste, for shame, not apere
Under the light of Phebus bemes clere.

And so, for anguisshe of my paynes kene,
And for constraynte of my sighes sore,
I sette me doun under a laurer grene 4._
Ful pitously; and alway more and more,
As I beheld into the holtes hore',
I gan complayne myn inward deedly smerte,
That ay so sore _'cmmpisshed myn herte.

And whyl that I, in my drery payne, So
Sat, and beheld aboute on every tree
The foules sitten, alway twayne and twayne,
Than thoughte I thus: 'alas! what may this be,
That every foul hath his libertee
Frely to chesen after his desyre ._._
Everich his make thus, fro yeer to yere?

a6. lyre. a6. close, a7. there, a9. herde. 30. deuoute.
32- ermonye. 33. ro_. 34- Towarde; su2bplygan. 35. eueryche
chose. 39-distyl; (readdlstille); chrystalteeres. 4L Su_ ne.
42. beames. 45. set; downe. 47-behelde. 48. inwarde. 49.
aye; crampes:,hat (readerampisshed). $o. whyle. $t. Sate; beheide;
tm 53. sytte(rtadsitten). 53. thought. 54- foule. ._5.chose
(readcheten;. 56.Eueryche; yereto yere.
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The sely wrenne, the titmose also,
The litel redbrest, have free eleccioun

To flyen y-fer_ and "_togider go
Wher-as hem liste, abouten enviroun, 60
As they of kynde have inclinacoun,

And as Nature, emperesse and gyde,
Of every thing, liste to provyde ;

But man aloon, alas! the harde stoundel
Ful cruelly, by kyndes ordinaunce, 6._
Constrayned is, and by statut bounde,

And debarred from alle such plesaunce.
What meneth this? What is this purveyaunce

Of god above, agayn al right of kynde,
Withoute cause, so narowe man to bynde?' 70

Thus may I [soothly] seen, and playne, alas!
My woful houre and my disaventure,
That dolefully stonde in the same cas

So fer behynd_, from al helth and cure.
My wounde abydeth lyk a sursanure; 7_
For me Fortune so felly list dispose,
My harm is hid, that I dar not disclose.

For I my herte have set in suche a place

Wher I am never lykly for to spede ;
So fer I am hindred from her grace 8o

That, save daunger, I have non other mede.
And thus, alas! I not who shal me rede

Ne for myn helix shape remedye,
For Male-Douche, and for false Envye:

The whiche twayne ay stondeth in my wey _5
Maliciously; and Fals Suspeccioun
Is very caus_ also that I de),,
Ginning and rote of my distruccioun ;

So that I fele, [as] in conclusioun,

•_7. tytemo_. 58. election. ._9. togyther (read togidex). 60.
Where as ; lyst Rbouteeavyron. 6L iaclynacion. 62. empresse (read
emperetse). 63. lyst. 64. alone. 66. statute. 67. al sat:he.
69. agayne. 7o. Without. 7x. SutolMysoothly; scne. 73. doulfnlly;
caas. 74- ferre. 75. lyke. 76. lyste.. 77- harme; dare. 79.
lykely. 80. ferre. 8h none.. 83. m)ne. 85. aye. 86. false
susp¢_tion. 88. distruction. 89. Su_o_Olyas; ¢onclusyon.
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With hir traynes that they wol me shende, 0o
Of my labour that deth mot make an ende!

Yet, or I dye, with herte, wil, and thought
To god of lov_ this avowe I make,
(As I best can, how dere that it be bought,
Wher-so it be, that I slepe or wake, 95
Whyl Boreas doth the leves shake)
As I have hight, playnly, til I sterve,
For wele or wo, that I shal laY] her serve.

And, for her sake, now this holy tyme,
Saint Valentyne! somwhat shal I wryte _oo
Al-though so be that I can not ryme,
Nor curiously by no crafte endyte,
Yet lever I have, that she putte the wyte
In unconning than in negligence,
What-ever I say_ of her excellence. Io5

What-ever I saye, it is of dui_tee,
In sothfastnesse and no presumpcioun ;
This I ensure to you that shal it see,
That it is al under correccioun ;
What I reherce in commendacioun _ao

Of heri_ that I shal to you, as blyve,
So as I can, her vertues here discryve.m

Right by example as the somer-sonne
Passeth the sterre with his bemes shene,
And Lucifer among the sky,s donne _z._
A-morowe sheweth to voyde nightes tene,
So verily, withouten any wene,
My lady passeth (who-so taketh hede)
A1 tho alyve, to speke of womanhede.

And as the ruby hath the soveraint_ 12o
Of fiche stoues and the regaly_ ;
And [as] the rose, of swetnesse and beaut_,
Of fresshe floures, withouten any lyi_;
Right so, in sothe, with her goodly y_,

9x dethemote. 94. howe. 95. Whereso. 96. Whyle; dothe;
lea_es. 98. wel; :u_O_lyay. 99. nowe. xo3. put. _o6.say; dute
(read duetee), xo7. presumpelon, to8. se. xo9. correction, xlo.
commendacion. IlL her (readhere). IS4. beames. 115. mlnoDgl$.
x22. Sup_lyas; swetcnesse. 12._.without. 124. eye.
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She passeth al in bountee and fairnesse, _25
Of maner eki_, and of gentilnesse.

For she is bothe 'the fairest and the beste,
To reken al in very sothfastnesse ;
For every vertue is in her at reste;

And furthermore, to speke of stedfastnesse, _3o
She is the rot_; and of seemlinesse

The very mirrour; and of govemaunce
To al example, withouten variaunce.

Of port benigne, and wonder glad of chere,
Having evermore her trewe advertence za5
Alway to reson; so that her desyre

Is brydeled ay by witte and providence;
Thereto, of witt_ and of hy prudence
She is the well6, ay devoide of pryde,
That unto vertue her-selven is the gyde! 14o

And over this, in her daliaunce

Lowly she is, discret, wyse, [and secree],
And goodly gladde by attemperaunce,

That every wight, of high and low degree,
Are gladde in herte with her for to be ; '45
$6 that, shortly, if I shal not lye,
She named is ' The Flour of Curtesye.'

And there, to speke of femininitee,
The leste mannish in comparisoun,

Goodly abasshed, having ay pitee _5o

Of hem that been in tribulacioun ;
For she aloon is consolacioun

To al that arn in mischeef and in nede,
To comforte hem, of her womanhede.

And ay in vertue is her besy charge, t55
Sadde and demure, and but of wordes fewe ;
Dredful also of tonges that ben large,

Eschewing ay h.em that listen to hew6
Above hir heed, hir wordes for to shewe,

x25. bouatie; fityreaes_e, x28. reken (read rcknenT). I31. seme-
lynesse, x36. reason, x37. aye. 138. bye. x39. aye. x42. dig-
creteandwyse(readdiscretwyse;andsu_lysecree./'artAerime). 144. lowe.
145. glad. 147. Floare. 148. femynyte (!). x49. maanyshe ; com.
parison. 15o. aye pyre. 1ft. ben; trybulacioa. 152. alone; -cion. x53.
ame; mir,ehefe. 155. aye. 1.57.DredefuL 158. aye. I$9. her (tw_'e.)
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Dishonestly to speke of any wight ; 16o
She deedly hateth of hem to have a sight.

The herte of whom so honest is and clene,
And her entent so faithful and entere

That she ne may, for al the world, sustene
To suffre her eres any word to here, _65
Of frend nor fo, neither fer ne nere,
Amis resowning, that hinder shulde his name;
And if she do, she wexeth reed for shame.

So trewi_ly in mening she is set,
Without chaunging or any doublenesse; 17o
For bountee and beautee ar togider knet
In her personi_, under faithfulnesse ;
For void she is of new_fangelnesse ;
In herte ay oon, for ever to pers_ver
Ther she is set, and never to dissever. 175

I am to rude her vertues everichoon

Cunningly [for] to discryve and wryte;
For wel ye wot, colour[es] have I noon
Lyk her discrecioun craftely t'endyte ;
For what I sayi_, al it is to lyte. _8o
Wh_rfor to you thus I me excuse,
That I aqueynted am not with no muse!

By rethoryke my style to governe,
In her preyse and commendacioun,
I am to blind, so hyly to discerne, _85
Of her goodnesse to make discripcioun,
Save thus I say_, in conclusioun,
If that I shal shortly [her] commende,
In her is naught that Nature can amende.

For good she is, lyk to Policene, 19o
And, in fairnesse, to the quene Helayne ;
Stedfast of'herte, as was Dorigene,

s64. worlde, s65. ceres; worde, x66. frende; foe; ferte, s67.
Amyue. x69. trewly; isin sette_a_.in). XTLbotmtie; beautieare
togytherknette, x73._voyde; newfanglenesse(or read voideand new-
fangelneue), x74. ayeone. z75. There;sette, x76. euerychone.
zT"t.Suf_Olyfor. 178.colour; none. z79.Lyke; to endyte. 18o.
say. x8z. Wherfore. x84-commendacion. 18.x.blynde; hylye.
z86.ditcrypcion. I87.say; conclusyon, x88.Su_O_Olyher. J9o. lyke.
19L fayreue_e.
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And wyflytrouth_,ifI shalnot fayne:
In constaunceeke and faith,she may attayne
To Cleopatre; and therto as _fsecree 1_5
As was of Troye the whyte Antigone ;

As Hester meke ; lyk Judith of prudence;
Kynde as Alceste or Marcia Catoun ;
And to Gfisilde lyk in pacience,
And Ariadne, of discrecioun; 200
And to Lucrece, that was of Rome toun,
She may be lykned, as for honestb ;
And, for her faith, unto Penelope.

To faire Phyllis and to Hipsiphilee,
For innocenc_ and for womanhede ; 205
For seemliness_, unto Canacee ;
And over this, to speke of goodlihede,
She passeth alle that I can of rede;
For worde and dede, that she naught ne falle,
Acorde in vertue, and her werkes alle. 91o

For though that Dydo, with [her] witte sage,
Was in her tyme stedfast to Enee,
Of hastinesse yet she did outrage ;
And so for Jason did also Medee.
But my lady is so avisee 215
That, bountee and beautee bothe in her demeyne,
She maketh bountee alway soverayne.

This is to mene, bountee goth afore,
Lad by prudence, and hath the soveraintee;
And beautee folweth, ruled by her lore, 920
That she t"n'offend_her in no degree;
So that, in one, this goodly fresshe free
Surmounting al, withouten any were,
Is good and fair, in oon persone y-fere.

And though that I, for very ignoraunce, 9:t5
Ne may discryve her vertues by and by,

193. wyfely. 194-faythe, x95. aetrone(1); rtad secre¢(s_ note).

)2_: lyke. I98. Alcest. 199. lyke. zo2. lykened. :to&faythe.semelyneum; Canace. 208. al. 2o9,zlo. fa_al. all Su2_ly
her. z[6. bountie;beautie. 2x7. bonntie, z18. meanebountie
gothe. 220. beautiefoloweth, z2t. ne fende rl) ; degre. 222.
fre. 224. fayre; one.
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Yet on this day, for a r_membraunce,
Only supported under her mercy,
With quaking hond_, I shal ful humbly
To her hynesse, my rudenes for to quyte, 230
A litel balade here bineth endyte,

Ever as I can suppryse in my herte,
Alway with fere, betwixe drede and shame,
Lest out of lose any word asterte
In this metre, to make it seme lame; 235
Chaucer is deed, that hadde suche a name
Of fair making, that _was], withoute wene,
Fairest in our tonge, as the laurer grene.

We may assaye for to counterfete
His gaye style, but it wil not be; 24o
The welle is drye, with the licour swete,
Bothe of Clio and of C.aliop_ ;
And first of al, I wol excuse me

To her, that is [the_ ground of goodlihede;
And thus I saye until hir womanhede :-- 24S

Bslade simple.

¶' With al my mightY, and my beste entente,
With al the faith that mighty god of kynde
Me yaf, sith he me soule and knowing sente,
I these, and to this bonde ever I me bynde,
To love you best, whyl I have lyf and mynde' :m 250
Thus herde I foules in the dawi_ninge
Upon the day of saint Valentyne singe.

' Yet chese I, at the ginning, in this entente,
To love you, though I no mercy fynde;
And if you liste I dyed, I wolde assente, 25s
As ever twinne I quik out of this lynde!
Suffyseth me to seen your fetheres ynde' :--

228. Onely. 23o. rudenesse. 233. feare; betwyxt. 234. Leste;
worde. 236. had. _ 237. fayre; s_, was; without. 239. assay.
240. gay. =4|- lyeoam _42. Clye(1). 244. Supply the; grounde.
245. say. a46. might; bestentent. 247. faythe. 248. yaue; sent.
aSo.whyle; lyfe. 25I. daunynge.. 252, 259. saTnteValeatya¢(! ore.
suynte). 25_.begynnyng(readginning);entent. 255.ant. a_6.
qnicke; lyae (mgtjW/,t). 257. se.ne; fetheng

* * * T$ 8 $ $
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Thus herde I foules in the morweninge

Upon the day of saint Valentyne singe.

'And over this, myn hertes lust to-bente, 26o
In honour only of the wod6bynde,

Hoolly I yeve, never to repente
In joye or wo, wher-so that I wynde

Tofore Cupyde, with his ey_n blynde':--
The foules alle, whan Tytan did springe, 265
With d_vout herte, me thoughte I herde singe!

Lonvoy.

Princesse of beautee, to you I represente
This simple dytb, rude as in makinge,

Of herte and wil faithful in myn entente,
Lyk as, this day, [the] foules herde I singe. 570

Hero endoth the Flour of Curtesyo.

258. momyage (for morweninge). 26o. myne ; luste. 261. onely ;
wodde bynde. 262. Holy. 263. where so. 26_. al. _66. deuoute
herr ; thought. 267. Lenvoye. beautie ; represent. 269. enteat. 27o.
Lyke ; su_Oly the. COLOPHON: Floure ; Curte_y.



X. A BALADE; IN COMMENDATION

OF OUR LADY.

(A devoute balade by Lidegate of Bury, made at the

reverence of oure lady, O_wene of mercy.--A.)

THOUSAND stories coude I mo reherce
Of olde poetes, touching this matere,

How that Cupyde the hertes gan so perce

Of his servauntes, setting hem on fere ;
Lo, here the fyn of th'errour and the were! ._
Lo, here of love the guerdon and grevaunce
That ever with wo his servaunts doth avaunce!

Wherfor now playnly I wol my style dresse

Or one to speke, at nede that wol nat fayle ;
Alas! for dole, .I ne can ne may expresse zo

Her passing pryse, and that is no mervayle.
0 wind of grace, now blow into my sayle!
0 aureat licour, of Cleo, for to wryte

My penne enspyre, of that I wolde endyte !

Alas! unworthy I am and unable z5
1'o love suche oon, al women surmounting,

To be benigne to me, and mereiable,

From TI_ ; co_lated_oi/A A. (Ashmole $9); andSl. (Sloane lax2), i.A.
I kou_e to you. _ A. clerkis (for poetes) ; the (fbr this). 3. A. cane
mens hertes presse (!)_"4- Th. hem ; A. ]_eirehertes. Th. in fete ; A. a fuyle.
5. A. With ful daunger Raye]_ehis subgettes byte. SI. wcere; Th. [ere.
7. Th. S1. euer; A. aye. St, A. his.. doth ; Th. her.. do. 8. Th. hOWe; A.
ore. SI. redre.cse, xo. A. Ellas I ne can ne may not ful express. I _.
Th. SI and that ; A. the whiche. 12. Th. wynde. Sl. into ; Th. unto. A.
Ironblowe nowe to my. x3. Th. auryate; A. aureate. A. ore. of. 14.
A. tenspyreofwhicheIthenktowryte. Sl. wold; Th. woL I5. A. Butsith
I am sonworthy(!). 16. Sl. on; Th. A. one. 17. A. To; Th. SI. Bat she.

T2
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That is of pit_: the welle and eek the spring!
Wherfor of her, in laude and in praysing,
So as I can, supported by her grace, 2o
Right thus I say, kneling tofore her face :--

O sterre of sterres, with thy stremes clere,

Sterre of the see, to shipmen light and gyde,
O lusty living, most plesaunt to apere,

Whos brighte bemes the cloudes may not hyde; 2s
O way of lyf to hem that go or ryde,
Haven from tempest, surest up to tyre,
On me have mercy, for thy joyes lyre!

O rightful rule, 0 rote of holinesse,

And lightsom lyne of pit_ for to playne, 5o
Original ginning of grace and al goodnesse,
Clenest conduit of vertue soverayne,

Moder of mercy, our trouble to restrayne,
Chambre and closet clenest of chastitY,

And named herberwe of the deitY! 5._

O hoolsom garden, al voyde of wedes w_ke,

Cristallin welle, of clennesse clere consigned,
Fructif olyve, of foyles faire and thikke,
And redolent cedre, most dereworthly digned,

Remembre on sinners unto thee assigned 40
Er wikked fendes hir wrathe upon hem wreche;
Lanterne of light, thou be hir lyves leche!

Paradyse of plesaunce, gladsom to al good,
Benigne braunchelet of the pyne-tree,

Vyneyerd vermayle, refressher of our food, 4._

18. A. Whiche of pytee is welle. 19. Th:.SL of; A. to. 2o. Th.
SI. can ; A. am. a2. A. O souereinesterre, a4. S1. lemand (,for
living). S1. most; Th. A. moste. 25. Th. Whose bright beames. Th. SI.
may ; A. cane. 26. A. lyff; Th. $1. lyre. 27. A. frome; Th. SL after.
29. Sl. rote; Th. A. bore. 3I.A. gynnyng ofgrace and; Th. S1. begynn-
in[[ of grace and al. 5z. A. Cleanest ; Th. And clenest. Th. Sl. ins. most
bef. sovereyne. 53. A. Moder ; Th. Mother. 5_bA. 8,1cloose closette ;
Th. SL and closet cleanest. 35. Th. herbrough; SI. herberwe. A. The
hyest berber(I) of al the. 36. A. holsome; Th. S1. closed. A. otn. al. aT.
A. Welle cristallyne. A. SI. clennesse ; Th. clerenesse. 58. A. Fruct_ ;
Th. Fructyfyed. Th. fayre; A. so feyre. 39. A. ore. And. A. o_.
most. 40. A ore. on. SI. pecchours (for ainners). A. unto ; Th. SL that
to the be. 4z. Th. SI. Orwikked ; A. Er fonle. A. on hem _ire wrathe.
SI. upon ; Th. on. 42. Th. _m. be. 43- A. Thou Paradysplennte,
gladnesse of goode. 44- A. And benigne braunche. 4._.A. Vyneyerde
vermayle; Th. 81. Vynarie eauermayled. S1. food ; Th. A. bore.
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Licour ayein languor, palled that may not be,

Blisful bawme-blossom, byding in bountY,
Thy mantel of mercy on our mischef sprede,
And er wo wake, wrappe us under thy wede!

0 rody rosier, flouring withouten spyne, 5o
Fountayne filthles, as beryl currant clere,

Som drope of graceful dewe to us propyne;
Light withoute nebule, shyning in thy spere,
Medecyne to mischeves, pucelle withouten pete,

Flame doun to doleful light of thyn influence 55
On thy servauntes, for thy magnificence!

Of al Christen protectrice and tutele,

Retour of exyled, put in prescripcioun

To hem that erre in the pathe of hir sequele ;
To wery wandred tent and pavilioun, 60
The feynte to fresshe, and the pausacioun ;

Unto unresty bothe reste and remedye.,
Fruteful to al tho that in her affye.

To hem that rennen thou art itiner_.rie,
0 blisful bravie to knightes of thy werre ; 65
To wery werkmen thou art diourn den_ie,

Mede unto mariners that have sayled ferre;
Laureat crowne, streming as a sterre

To hem that putte hem in paleatre for thy sake,
Cours of her conquest, thou whyte as any lake! 70

Thou mirthe of martyrs, sweter than citole,
Of confessours also richest donatyt_

46. Th. ayen al langour; A. geyae langoure. A. palde that ; Th. SI.
that palled. 47- $1 Blisful bawme ; A. Thou blessed; Th. Blysfnl blomy.
48. SI. misericord on our mysche£ Th. on ourmyserie ; A. vppon vsapilt thou.
49. Th. awake. A. wake and wrappe way ruder. 50. A. O rede roo_
raylUng withouten. Th. without. 5x. Th. al fylthles_ ; A. ore. al. A.
currantas beryle. Th. byreL 5a. Th. SL of thy ; lomit thy. A. Grace of thy
dewe til vs thou do propyne. 53. Th. 0 light ; SI. Thou lyghL A. Thou
louely Hght, shynynge in bright spere. 54- A. missers; Th. mi-:,cheues;
SI. my_heuows. A. withouten : Th. without. 55. Th. Flambe ; A. Dryve.
SI. to ; Th. A. the. A. ore. doleful 56. A.Oa ; Th. SI. Remembring.
58. Sl. Retour ; Th. Retur_e ; A. Reeure. A. SI. in ; Th. in the. 59.
A.To therrouresof the put_e _-'quele. 6o. A. For (fir To). SI. wan-
drid ; Th. forwandred; A. wandering. 6I. So A. Th. To fayate and to
fre_e the. 6_. A. To wery wightes ful reste. 63. Th. tho that ; A.
that hem. A. omits IL 64-Ix 9. 64. Th. arte. 66. SI. thoaart; Th.
she is. Th. dioume. 68. Th. Laureate. 69. Th. put ; palastre.
7LS1. Thow; Th.O. Th. myrthe; swetter; sytole. 7a. Sl.om. aho. Th.
donatyfe.
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Unto virgynes eternal lauriole,

Afore al women having prerogatyf;
Moder and mayde, bothe widowe and wyf, 7s
Of al the worlde is noon but thou alone!

Now, sith thou may, be socour to my mone!

O trusty turtle, trewest of al trewe,
O curteyse columbe, replete of al mekenesse,
0 nightingale with thy notes newe, 80

0 popinjay, plumed with al clennesse,
0 laverok of love, singing with swetnesse,

Phebus, awayting til in thy brest he lighte
Under thy winge at domesday us dighte!

O ruby, rubifyed in the passioun 8._
AI of thy sone, among have us in minde,
O stedfast dyamaunt of duracioun,

That fewe feres that tyme might thou finde,
For noon to him was founden half so kindel

O hardy herte, O loving cri_ature, 9o
What was it but love that made thee so endure?

Semely saphyre, depe loupe, and blewe ewage,
Stable as the loupe, ewage of pit[,
This is to say, the fresshest of visage,

Thou lovest hem unchaunged that serven thee. 95

And if offence or wrything in hem be,

Thou art ay redy upon hir wo to rewe,
And hem receyvest with herte ful trewe.

O goodly gladded, whan that Gabriel
With joy thee grette that may not be nombred! _oo

Or half the blisse who coude wryte or tel
Whan the holy goost to thee was obumbred,

Wherthrough fendes were utterly encombred ?
0 wemlees mayde, embelisshed in his birthe,
That man and aungel therof hadden.mirthel _o5

74. Th.-tyfe. 75. Th. Mother ; wyfe. 76. SI. In all this. SL noon ;
Th. none. 78. SI. trewest ; Th. truefastest. 8L SI. plumed ; Th. pured.
82. SI. htrke. 83. SI. in ; Th. on. 83, 84. ly_ht, dyght. 85.
passyoa. 86. SI. AIIe; Th. om. Th. soane. Sl. araongnaue us; Th.vahaue
amoage. 87. Sl. dyamaunt; Th. dyamette. 88. Sl. that; Th.anv. 89. halle.
9_. the. 9a. Th. saphre (sic) ; SI. saffyr. 95. So Sl. ; Th. uaehauagedhem.
96. SI. writhyag; Th. varyeag. 97. _ ; her. 98. herr; _ uole.
99. gladed, xoo. the. zo2. goste; the. ]o 3. $1.vttedy; Th. bytterly.
Io4- wemtcue. Th. in; SL with.
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Lo, here the blossom and the budde of glorie,
Of which the prophet spak so longe aforn ;
Lo, here the same that was in mem6rie

Of Isaie, so longe or she was born;

Lo, here of David the delicious corn ; _xo

Lo, here the ground that list [him] to onbelde,
Becoming man, our raunsom for to yelde!

O glorious vyole, O vytre inviolatl
O fyry Tytan, persing with thy bemes,

Whos vertuous brightnes was in thy brest vibrat, i_._
That al the world embelisshed with his lemes!

Conservatrice of kingdomes and remes;
Of Isaies sede O swete Sunamyte,

Mesure my mourning, myn owne Margaryte !

O sovereignest, sought out of Sion, _o
0 punic_l pome ayens al pestilence;

And aureat urne, in whom was bouk and boon

The agnelet, that faught for our offence
Ayens the serpent with so high defence
That lyk a lyoun in victorie he was founde ; _25
To him commende us, of mercy most habounde!

O precious perle, withouten any pete,

Cockle with gold dew from above berayned,

Thou busshe unbrent, fyrles set a-fere,
Flambing with fervence, not with hete payned; _._o
Thou during daysye, with no _'weder stayned ;
Flees undefouled of gentil Gedeon,

And fructifying yerd thou of Aaron.

lo6. blosme. _o7. Th. prophete; SI. prophetys. SI. spak so long afore ;
Th. so longe spake befome, zog, Ho. borne, come. xI1. Th. of lyfe in
to bilde ; S1. that list to onbelde, x t3. SI. o vitre ; Th. and vyte. Th.
inuyolate. H 5. Th. ore. thy; vibrate, ii6. S1.his; Th. the. x17. SI.
kyngdamys; Th. kynges dukes. SI. remys; Th. realmes. II8. SI. o; Th.
am. Iso. A. _ouereme. Th. A. sought ; SI. sowth. Th. out of ; SI. of out ;
A. fer oute. 121-117. In Sl.only. Ill. SI. alle. I$2. S1.auryat; book
and born (I); see note. _5. SI. victory, x26. Sl. moost. _27. SI. ony.
128. Th. golde dewe; A. _lorie. x29. A. SI. Thou ; Th. Dewe(!). SI.
ferlett (!)set affere ; A. fuyrles thou sette vppon; Th. fvrelesse lyre set on.
x$o. SI. peyned; A. empeyred(Q. I3z. SI. Th. otn. "l_hou. A. with; Th.
that. Th.A. wether. A. disteyned, x32. Th. Fleece. A. gentyle; Th.
_.,ntylest. I._3. Th. SI. insert fayrest after fructifyeng(sic). A. yerdethowe ;
rh. S1. the yerde.
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Thou misty arke, probatik piscyne,

Laughing Aurora, and of pees olyve ; _3_
Columpne and base, up bering from abyme ;
Why nere I conning, thee for to discryve?
Chosen of Joseph, whom he took to wyve,
Unknowing him, childing by greet mi_cle,

And of our manhode trewe tabernacle! _4o

x34. A. Thowe; S1. Th. The. S1. mysti; Th. A. mighty. SI. probatyk;
Th. probatyfe; A. the probatyf, x35. A. Aurora; Th. aurore. A. tholyve;
SL Th. olyue, x36. A. Pillor from hue beryngfrom aby_me, x37. A.
Why had I langage. SI. the for ; A. hir for ; Th. here. x38. Th. toke.
A. Chosen of god, whome Joseph gaf (!) to wyve. x39. Th. SL childyng ;
A. bare Cryste. Th. SI. ore. greet. I4o. Th. And of ourmanly figurethe ;
$L And of oure mar (!) figure; A. And of Ihesl_ ma_ode truwe.



XI. TO MY SOVERAIN LADY.

**

I HAVE non English convenient and digneMyn hertes hele, lady, thee with t'honoure,
Ivorie clene ; therfore I wol resigne
In-to thyn hand, til thou list socoure
To help my making bothe florisshe and floure; 5
Than shulde I shewe, in lovi_ how I brende,
In songes making, thy name to commende.

For if I coude before thyn excellence
Singen in love, I wolde, what I fele,
And ever standen, lady, in thy presence, 1o
To shewe in open how I love you wele ;
And sith, although your herte be mad of stele,
To you, withoute any disseveraunce,
fay en vous route raa flaunce.

Wher might I love ever better besette 15
Than in this lilie, lyking to beholde ?
The lace of love, the bond so wel thou knette,
That I may see thee or myn herte colde,
And or I passe out of my dayes olde,
Tofore singing evermore utterly-- 20
' Your ey_n two wol flee me sodainly.'

For love I langour, blissed be such seknesse,
Sith it is for you, my hertely suflisaunce ;
I can not elles saye, in my distresse,
So fair oon hath myn herte in govemaunce ; 25
And after that I tginne on esperaunee

PromTh. (Thyane,ed. I_3a) ; I twterejectedr/_Ilings. I. noneenglysshe.
2. heale; the ; to honour. 3. cleane. 4. thynehnnde;socoure. 5-
h.el.pc; flour. 6. howe. 8. thyne. Ix. howe. I2. made. x3.
withouten; disce_eraunce, x4. tout. 15. Where;beaet. 17. bonde;
knyt. I8. se the; myae. _. siekness¢, a3. Sythe. a4, els say.
25. fayreone; myne. 26. begynne; rem/ginne.
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With feble entune, though it thyn herte perce,
Yet for thy sake this lettre I do reherce.

God wot, on musike I can not, but I gesse,
(Alas! why so ?) that I might say or singe, 30
So love I you, myn own soverain maistresse,
And ever shal, withouten d_partinge.
Mirrour of beaut_, for you out shuld I ringe,
In r6membraunce eke of your eyen clere,
Thus fer from you, my soverain lady dere! as

So wolde god your love wold me slo,
Sith, for your sake, I singe day by day;
Herte, why nilt thou [never] breke a-two,
Sith with my lady dwellen I ne may ?
Thus many a roundel and man), a virelay 4o
In fresshe Englisshe, whan I me layser finde,
I do recorde, on you to have minde!

Now, lady mynl sith I you love and drede,
And you unchaunged finde, in o degree,
Whos grace ne may flye fro your womanhede, 4._
Disdayneth not for to remembre on reel
Myn herte bledeth, for I may nat you see;
And sith ye wot my mening d6sirous,
291eurezput moi, si vaus plaist amorous I

What marveyle is, though I in payne be? 5o
I am departed from you, my soveraine;
Fortune, alas ! dont vien¢ la destenee,
That in no wyse I can ne may attayne
To see the beautb of your ey_n twayne.
Wherfore I say, for tristesse doth me grame, S5
2"ant me fai¢ real deparh'r de ma dame !

Why nere my wisshing brought to suche esploit
That I nfight say, for joye of your presence,

Ore a man cuer ce quil _euilloi¢,
Ore a mon cuer the highest excellence 60
That ever had wight ;' and sith myn advertence

27. thyne. _8. letter. 3o. wote. 3z. owne; maistres. 32. withoat.
35. ferre. 36. wolde(twice). 37-Sythe. 38. nyhe; lsu2_p/3,never;
breake. 39. Sythe; dwel. 43. Nowe; mynesithe. 44- euer[ynde

(ore.euer). 45- Whose. 47. Myne;se, 48. sithe; wotte; meaa_49. Plures; moy. 5z. destenie. 55. canne. 54- se. 55. dothe. 5 •
male. 58. ioye. 6r. sithe myne.
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Is in you, reweth on my paynes smerte,
I am so sore wounded to the herte.

To live wel mery, two lovers were y-fere,
So may I say withouten any blame; 6._

If any man [per c.as] to wilde were,
I coude him [son_] teche to be tame;
Let him go love, and see whet it be game!

For I am brydled unto sobernesse
For her, that is of women cheef princesse. 70

But ever, whan thought shulde my herte embrace,
Than unto me is beste remedye,

Whan I loke on your goodly fresshe face;
So mery a mirrour coude I never espye;
And, if I coude, I wolde it magnifye. 7._

For never non was [here] so faire y-founde,
To reken hem al, and also Rosamounde.

And fynally, with mouthe and wil present
Of double eye, withoute repentaunce,
M),n herte I yeve you, lady, in this entent, 8_

That ye shal hoolly therof have governaunce ;
Taking my leve with laertes obeysaunce,

'Salve, regina !' singing laste of al,
To be our helpe, whan we to thee cal!

AI our lov_ is but ydelnesse 85

Save your aloon ; who might therto attayne ?
Who-so wol have a name of gentillesse,

I counsayle him in love that he not fayne.
Thou swete lady! refut in every payne,

Whos [pitous] mercy most to me avayleth 90

To gye by grace, whan that fortune fayleth.

Nought may be told, withouten any fable,
Your high renome, your womanly beautb ;

Your governaunce, to al worship able,
Putteth every herte in ese in his degree. 95

O violet, 0 .flour desiree,

66. Short line ; I imert per e.as. 67. Short line ; I insert sone. for to ;
Iom_ for. 68. Lette; se where. 7o. chefe. 7L my herr shuld. 72.
best remedy. 74. espy. 76. none ; I insert here. 79. without.
8t. holy. 82. leaue. 84. the. 86. your loue alone ; ont. loue.
89. refute. 9o. Whose ; 2"insert pitons. 92. tolde. 95. ease. 96. floure.
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Sith I am for you so amorous,
_streynez #toy, [lady,] de cuer joyous !

With fervent herte my brest hath broste on fyre;
L'ardan/ e_oir que man euer 2Ooynt, est mort, ,oo
ZYavoir _amour de celk que je desyre,
I mene you, swete, most plesaunt of port,
Et je sai bien que ceo n'est 20as mort tort
That for you singe, so as I may, for mone
For your departing ; alone I live, alone. ,%

Though I mighte, I wolde non other ehese;
In your serwee , I wolde be founden sad ;
Therfore I love no labour that ye lese,
Whan, in longmg, sorest ye be stad ;
Loke up, ye lovers [alle], and be right glad ,,o
Ayeines si/ynt Valentynes day,
For I have chose that never forsake I may!

Ex_Olidt.

97. Sythe; amerous. 98. Estreyaes; [ insert ladyto fill out lh.eline.
99- brost, lo_. meane; porte, xo3. say. to6. myght; none.
1o7. sadde, xo9. stadde, xxo. Isu_02__ alle; gladde. HI. Ayeast
saynt, xIa. chese(readchose).
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et

ONSIDER wel, with every circumstaunce,
Of what estat so-ever that thou be--

Riche, strong, or mighty of puissaunce,
Prudent or wyse, discrete or avisee,

The doom of folke in soth thou mayst nat flee ; s

What-ever that thou do, trust right wel this,
A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis.

For in thy port or in thyn apparayle

If thou be clad or honestly be-seyn,
Anon the people, of malice, wol nat fayle, _o

Without advyce or reson, for to sayn

That thyn array is mad and wrought in vayn;
What! suffre hem spek/_ !--and trust right wel this,

A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis.

Thou wilt to kinges be equil:olent. _._

With gret_ lordes even and peregal ;
And, if thou be to-torn and al to-rent,

Than wol they say, and jangle over-al,

Thou art a slogard, that never thryv_ shal ;
Yet suffre, hem speki/!_and trust fight wel this, 20

A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis.

From Th. (Thyane's edition, _._5_); collated witk Ff. (MS. Ff. x. 6, Camb.
Univ. IAbrary). Anot_ercot_in H. (HarL aaSl ). I.H. with; FL wiht;
Th. ore. _. FL H. eatat ; Th. estate. Th. ore. that. 3. Th. stronge.
4. FL avi_ ; tI. ,*vice; Th. besy. 5. Th. Ff. dome ; H. doome. Th. sothe.
H. mayst ; Th. FL may, Th, F£ flye ; H. flee. 6. H. that ; rest ore. FL
H. do ; Th. doste. Th. ore. right. 7. H. Ff. deme ; Th. say. 8. Ff.
port; Th. porte. Th. thlme. 9. ,4/l cladde. Ff. H. or; Th. and.
F£ beseyn; Th. be myne., Io. Ff. Anon ; Th. Anoae (and so in otAer
laxeslcorrectt_esl_ellingbylJtt MSS.). xa. Allmade. l3. Th. H. ore..
ght. 14. Ff.H. deme; Th. say. I$. Ff. H.wylt; Th. wolde. F£H.

equipolent ; Th. equiuolent, x6. Ff. H. grete; Th. great. 17. F£ to-
tom _Th. H. torn. x9. Ff. H. Thou; Th. That thou. ao. Th. H. om.
fight. 21. Ff. H deme; Th. say.
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If thou be fayr, excelling of beautee,

Than wol they say, that thou art amorous;
If thou be foul and ugly on to see,

They wol afferme that thou art vicious, 25
The peple of langage is so dispitous ;
Suffre hem spek_, and trust right wel this,
A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis.

And if it fall_ that thou take a wyf,

[Than] they wol falsly say, in hir entent, 3o
That thou art lykly ever to live in stryf,
Voyd of al rest, without aleg_ment ;
Wyves be maistres, this is hit jugi_ment ;

Yet suffre hem spek_--and trust right wel this,
A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis. 35

And if it so be that, of parfitnesse,

Thou hast avowed to live in chastitee,

Th_in wol folk of thy persone expresse
Say thou art impotent t'engendre in thy degree ;

And thus, whether thou be ehast or deslavee, 4°
Suffre hem spek_--and trust fight wel this,
A wikked tonge wel alway deme amis.

And if that thou be fat or corpulent,

Than wol they say that thou art a glotoun.,
A devourour, or ell_s vinolent ; 45
If thou be lene or megre of fassioun,

Cal thee a nigard, in hit opinioun ;
Yet suffre hem spek_--and trust fight wel this,

A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis.

22-35. So its H.; Th. Ff. tratu_se11.21-28 and 29-35. Th. fayre and;
Ff. H. am. and. It. excellyng ; Ff. Th. excellent. 23. Fit H. Than ; Th.
Yet. All amerou_. 24- AU foule. 26. Ff. It. peple of; Th. peoples.
a7. So Ft.; Th. H. Suffre al their speche and truste (H. deme) wel this.
28. FL H. deme ; Th. ray. 29. Fit And yif hit faUe; q-'h.If it befal. 30.
Insert Than ; set I. 23. 3'. FL Thou art euer lykKely to lyue in stryve.
32. Ff. alleggement. 33. Ff. H. be maistres; Th. hem maystrem 34. So
1'f. ; Th. suffrentheirspeche ; am. right. 35. Ff. H. deme ; Th. say. 36.
H. And if; Ft'.And yif; Th. lf. H. it; ThFLom. Th. thatthou: Ff.H.
ons. thou. 37. Fit H. Thou hast ; Th. Haue. 39- Ff. H. Say ; Th. That.
Th. tengcndre; Ft. to gendre. 4o. Ff. Th. chaste. Ff. dyslave (betterdeslavee);
Th. delsuie. 4t. Th. H. orn. right. 42. Ff. H.deme; Th. ray. 43. Th.
ore. And. 44. Th. H. ore. that. 45. Th. H. deuourer; Ft. devowrer
(be.t/o.devourour). 46. Ff. H. ]eneor megre ; Th. me_re or leane. 47-
Ff. H. her; Th. H.their. 48. Th. H. otn. right. 49. FLH.deme; Th.say.
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If thou be rich_, som wol yeve thee laud, .50
And say, it cometh of prudent governaunce ;
And sore wol sayen, that it cometh of fraud,

Outher by sleight, or by fals chevisaunce;
To say the worst, folk have so gret plesaunce;

Yet suffre hem say_--and trust right wel this, ._._
A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis.

If thou be sad or sobre of countenaunce,

Men wol say--thou thinkest som tresoun ;

And if [that] thou be glad of daliaunce,
Men wol deme it dissolucioun, 60

And tulle thy fair speche, adulacioun;
Yet let hem spek_--and trust right wel this,
A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis.

Who that is holy by perfeccioun,
Men, of malyce, wol calle him ipocryte ; 65
And who is mery, of clene entencioun,
Men say, in ryot he doth him delyte;

Som mourne in blak ; sore laughe in clothes whyte;
What! suffre them spek_--and trust right wel this,

A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis. 7o

Honest array, men deme, tis pompe and pryde,
And who goth poore, men calle him a wastour;

And who goth [mene], men marke him on every syde,
And saye that he is a spye or a gylour;

Who wasteth, men seyn [that] he hath tresour; 75

Wherfore conclude, and trust [right] wel this,
A wikked tonge wil alway deme amis.

50..41! the. Th. laude ; F£ I-I. lawde. .:2. Ff. Th. say ; H. sayne. H.
that; Th. Ff. om. 5._- Ff. Outher; Th. H. Or. 55. Th. What; F£H.
YiL Ff. Th. say. Th. H. ore. right. 56. Ff. H. deme; Tb. say. .57.AH
sadde. .58. F£ tresone ; Th. H. tre'ason. .59. Imply that. 6o. Ff. it is ;
Th. H. ore. is. 6L Th. C_.llyag; F£ H. And calle. Th. ore. thy. 6_. Th.
H. ore. right. 63. F_. H. deme ; Th. say. 64. Ff. H. Who ; Th.
And who. 65. Th. him an ; Ff. H. ore. an. 66. Th. who that : Ff. H. ore.
that. 69. Ff. speke ; Th. say. Th. H. ore. right. 7o. Ff. H. deme;
Th. say. 7x-77. InH. only. 7x. H. in; rtadis. 7a. H. vastour.
73. I insert mene; ste note. 75. H. wastith; I imert that. _6. H.
coclude(1); H. ore. tight.
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Who speketh mocha, men calle him prudent;
And who debateth, men say, he is hardy;
And who saith litel with gret sentiment, 8o
Som men yet wol edwyte him of foly;

Trouth is put down, and up goth flatery;
And who list plainly know the cause of this,

A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis.

For though a man were al-so pacient 85
As was David, through his humilitee,

Or with Salamon in wysdom as prudent,
Or in knighthode egal with Josu/_,
Or manly proved as Judas Machabee,

Yet, for al that--trust right wel this, 9°
A wicked tonge wol alway deme amis.

And though a man hadde the high prowesse

Of worthy Hector, Troyes champioun,
The love of Troilus or the kindenesse,

Or of Cesar the famous high renoun, 95
With Alisaundres dominacioun,

Yet, for al that--trust right wel this,
A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis.

And though a man of high or low degree
Of Tullius hadde the sugred eloquence, xoo
Or of Senek the greet moralitee,
Or of Catoun the foresight or prudence,

Conquest of Charles, Arthurs magnificence,

Yet, for al tlmt--trust right wel this,
A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis. xos

78. Ff. H. men calle him ; Th. is holden. 7_9.Th. And who ; Ft. H. Whothat. Th. H. say that ; Ff. ore. that. 8o. . who that ; Ff. H. ont. that.
8L Th. menyet; Ff. foike. Ff. H. edwyte; Th. wyte. 8a. Ff. H.vp ; Th.nowe.
83. IL who ; FL ho (-who) ; Th.whothat Ff. H. carnie; Th. trouth. 84..£0
H. Ff. ; Th. It is a wicked tonge that alway saythe am_. 85. Ff. also ;
Th. H. as. 86. Th. ore. his. 87. H. wisdom; Th. wi_,dome ; Ft'.
wysdome. 88. Ff. to; Th. H. with. 9 t. So Ff. H.; Th. Somewycked
toage of hym wol say amy's. 92. Ff. ore. a..411 had. Ff. H. ore. high.
94. Ff. H. kyndevcs; Th. kyndnesse. 96. Th. Wyth al; Ff. H. _w. al.
98. So Ff.; Th. Some wycked tonge of hym wol say amys. 99. Ff. H.
And; Th. Or. xoz. H. Senek; Ff. Senec; Th. Seneca. Th. great; Ff.
tL ore. lo_. Ff. or prudence; Th. H. and prouidence, xo3. Th. The
conquest; Ff. ore. The. Ff. 'Arthurs; Th. H. ArturL xo$. Set na¢to#
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Touching of women the parfitinnocence,

Thogh they had of Hestre the mekenes,

Or of Griseldes [the] humble pacience,
Or of Judith the proved stablenes,

Or Policenes virginal clennes, _to
Yit dar I say and truste right wel this,

A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis.

The wyfly trouthi_ of Penelope,

Though they it hadde in hir possessioun,
Eleynes beaut_, the kindnes of Medee, t x5
The love unfeyned of Marcia Catoun,
Or of Alcest the trewe affeccioun,

Yit dar I say and truste right wel this,
A wikked tonge wol alway deme amis.

Than sith it is, that no man may eschewe x2_

The swerde of tonge, but it wol kerve and byte,
Ful hard it is, a man for to remewe

Out of hir daunger, so they hem delyte
To hindre or slaundre, and also to bakbyte ;

For [this] hir study fynally it is i25
And hit plesaunce, alwey to deme amis.

Most noble princes, cherisshers of vertue,
Remembreth you of high discrecioun,

The first vertue, most plesing to Jesu,

to6-xx2, iVotinThynne;fromFLH, xo6. H. of; Ff. to. to8. Ff.
grecildes ; H. Gresieldis ; I_u_O/_/ythe. xxo. H. Polycenes ; Ff. Penilops.
Ix_. H. wyfly ; Th. wyfely; Ff. wylfulle (l). Th. H. trouth ; Ff. trowth ; read
trouthe, tx4.Th.had ; FL H. hadde. Th. her; Ff.thaire ; H. theyr, xx5.
H. Eleynes ; Ff. Eleyon$; Th. Holyaeme (for Heleynes). Th. kyndeneme;
Ff, kyndneL xx6. Ff.H. lone; Th. lyre (I). Th. Mertia; Ff. H. Mtrcia.
Th. Caton ; Ff. H. and catoun. II7. Yr. H. A10_;tyl_ (ore. the).

xx9. So Fir.; Th. A wycked tonge wol say of her amys. x2o. FL suyth ;
H. sith ; Th. sythen. H. it is ; Ff. it ; Th. it is so (ore. that), x2x.
Ff. wyll (.=wol); H. wil; Th. ore. x22. Ff. H. om. for. x23.
H. hit; F£ ar; Th. theyr. FL so them hem delyte ; Th. him for to aquyte.
I:'4. Ff. Tho (for To) hi, re schtunder, tad also to Imcbyte; Th. Wo to
the tonges that hem so delJ_e, z25, Ff. For thayte study fynaly it ys ;
TILTo hynder or w,launder, and set theyr study in this (el. 1.x24). ta6.
Th. And theyr plemmunoesto do and my amis ; H. And theyr ple_tunce alwey
to deme amys; Ff. /m,t (as uaua/) A wicked touge wol alway deme Amid,
x27, F£ princeue; Th. princes, i29. Th. tmdmost; Ff. H. om. tmd. Ff.
plesing; Th. pleasyng.

*** U* tt S *
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(By the wryting and sentence of Catoun), _3o
Is a good tonge, in his opinioun ;
Chastyse the r_vers, and of wysdom do this,
Withdraw your hering from al that deme amis.

13a.H. revers;Th. reuerse;Ff. reuerr.e. H. wisdom;Th. Ff. wysdome.
x33. H. Voydeth(for Withdraw). Ff. de.me;Th. saine.



XIII. BEWARE OF DOUBLENESS.

(Balade made by Lydgat_.)

HIS world is ful of variaunce
In every thing, who taketh hede,

That faith and trust, and al constaunce,
Exyled ben, this is no drede;
And, save only in womanhede, S
I can [nat] see no sikernesse;
But for al that, yet, as I rede,
Be-war alway of doublenesse.

Also these fresshe somer-floures

Whyte and rede, blewe and grene, _o
Ben sodainly, with winter-shoures,
Mad feinte and fade, withoute wene ;
That trust is non, as ye may seen,
In no-thing, nor no stedfastnesse,
Except in women, thus I mene ; _._
Yet ay be-war of doublenesse.

The croked mone, this is no tale,
Sore whyle is shene and bright of hewe,
And after that ful clerk and pale,
And every moneth chaungeth newe ; 20
That, who the verray sothe knewe,
AI thing is bilt on brotelnesse,
Save that these women ay be trewe;
Yet ay be-_ar of doublenesse.

L FromF. (FAirfaxx6); collaled_it_ Ed. (ed. 156x). Alto in A. (Ash.
mole59), in wM¢_it is mu¢_ altered; ot_r co_.s in Ha. (Harl. 7578),and
Ad. (Addit x6x68). _. F. whoo. 6. Isuio_/ynat. 9. F. A. these; Ed.
that. x_. F. feynt; Ha. Ed.feinte, x3. F. Ed.ache. x8. F.A. Ad. is
shene;Ed.ishene. aLF.A.whoso; Ha.Ad.Ed.who. 23.Ad.these;restore.
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The lusty fresshe somers day, 2._
And Phebus with, his heroes clere,
Towardes night, they drawe away,
And no lenger liste appere;
That, in this present lyf now here
Nothing abit in his fairnesse, 2o
Save women ay be founde intere
And devoid of doublenesse.

The see eke, with his sterne wawes,
Ech day floweth newe again,
And, by concours of his lawes, ._
The ebbe foloweth, in certain;
After gret drought ther comth a rain,
That farewel here al stabelnesse,
Save that women be hole and plain;
Yet ay be-war of doublenesse. 40

Fortunes wheel goth round aboute
A thousand tymes, day and night:
Whos cours standeth ever in doute

For to transmew; she is so light.
For which adverteth in your sight 4._
Th'untrust of worldly fikelnesse,
Save women, which of kindly right
Ne have no tache of doublenesse.

What man may the wind restraine
Or holde a snake by the tail, ._o
Or a sliper eel constraine
That it nil v0ide, withouten fail ;
Or who can dryve so a nail
To make sure new-fangelnesse,
Save women, that can gye hir sail 5._
To rowe hir boot with doublenesse.

At every haven they can aryve

Whet-as they wote is good passage ;

aS. Ha. Ad. no; F. Ed.non. a9. F. So; rest That. 3o. F. abytt¢;
Ed. abieth; Ad. abydeth. 32. In tl_emarginofF. Ad.--PerAntifrasim.
36. F. Ad. Ha. foloweth; Ed.eclats flowethfromL34. A. Sooneaffterthat"
comthethebbecerteyne. 38. F. Ha. farewelal her; Ed. Ad.farewelhereal.
48. F. Ad. Ha. haue; Ed.hath. F. tachche;Ed.teche. 5L F.slepur; Ha.
sleper; Ed.Ad. slipper. 52. A. nyl; Ad. nil; Ha. wol; F. wil; Ed. will.
52. A.dryveiodepea. 54.EeLsucre. 55, 56.Ad.hir;Ha. F.her; Ed.thetr,
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Of innocence, they can not stryve
With wawes nor no rokkes rage; 60
So happy is hit lodemanage,
With nelde and stoon hir tours to dresse,
That Salamon was not so sage
To find in hem no doublenesse.

Therfor who-so hem accuse 65
Of any double entencioun,
To speke, rowne, other to muse,
To pinche at hir condicioun;
AI is but fals coUusioun,
I dar right wel the sothe expresse ; 70
They have no better proteccioun
But shroude hem under doublenesse.

So wel forttined is hir chaunce

The dys to tureen up-so-doun,
With sys and sink they can avaunce, 7._
And than, by revolucioun,
They sette a fel conclusioun
Of ambes as, in sothfastnesse ;
Though clerkes make mencioun
Hir kind is fret with doublenesse. 8o

Sampsoun had experience
That women were ful trewe founde,
Whan Dalida, of innocence,
With sheres gan his beer to rounde ;
To speke also of Rosamounde 85
And Cleopatras feithfulnesse,
The stories plainly wil confounde
Men that apeche hir doublenesse.

Sengle thing ne is not preised,
Nor oo-fold is of no renoun ; 9o
In balaunce whan they be peised,

6t. F. happe; Ha. Ed. happy. F. her(..hir) ; Ed. their. 6a. F. nelde;
Ed. Ha. nedle. F. Ha. her ; Ed.their. 64. F. Ha. hem; Ed.them. 65.
F. Wherfor; Ed. Ha. Ad. Therefore. MSS.hem; Ed.them. 67. Ed.
rowme(!). 68. F. hyr;,Ad. hit; Ha. her; Ed.their. 69. A. Ad. nys
(fOr is). 7x. Ed. bett_r; F. bette; Ha. Ad. bet. 7a. MSS.hem;
Ed. them.. 73. Ad. Ed. their. ?4- ¥. Ed.turae; Ad. Ha.turnen. 78.
F. Ambesue; Ad. Ha. aerobesas; Ed.lombes,u (0 8_. F. weren; Ed.
A. were. MSS. i'ounde;Ed. ifound. 84. A. hexes; Ad. here; Ed.
heere; F. hede. 87. F. Ad. Ed. The; A. Hir. 88. MSS.hit, her;
Ed. their. 9o. F. co folde; A. oonefolde; Ed. ofolde.
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For lakke of weght they be bore doun;
And for this cause of just resoun,
These women alle, of rightwisnesse,
Of choisand free eleccioun 9s
Most love eschaunge and doublenesse.

Lonvoy.

O ye women, which been enclyned,
By influence of your nature,
To been as pure as gold y-fyned
In your trouth for to endure, ioo
Arm your-seN in strong armure
Lest men assaile your sikernesse:
Set on your brest, your-self t'assure,
A mighty sheld of doublenesse.

92. F. A. AcL weght ; Ha. wight ; E,d, waighte. A. borne. 96. A.
Ad. Haue stuffed hem with doublenesse. 97. A. that (._r which), xoo.
A. In alle youre touches for. Ad. trouthe for tendure, zoz. For Arm read
Armeth T xo2.fla. assaye, xo5. F. A. Ad. tassure ; Ed. Ha. to
assure, xo4. F. Ed. shclde ; A sheelde.



XIV. A BALADE: WARNING MEN TO

BEWARE OF DECEITFUL WOMEN.

OKE wel aboute, ye that lovers be ;
Lat nat your lustes lede you to dotage ;

Be nat enamoured on al thing that ye see.
Sampson the fort, and Salamon the sage
Deceived were, for al hir gret corage ; S
Men deme hit is right as they see at y;

Bewar therfore; the blinde et many a fly.

I mene, in women, for al hit cheres queinte,
Trust nat to moche ; hir trouth_ is but geson ;
The fairest outward ful wel can they peinte, _o
Hir stedfasmes endureth but a seson ;

For they feyn frendlines and worchen treson.
And for they be chaunge_ble naturally,

Bewar therfore ; the blinde et many a fly.

Though al the world do his besy cure xS

To make women stonde in stablenes,

Hit may nat be, hit isagayn nature;

The world isdo whan they lak doublenes;

For they can laughe and love nat ; thisisexpres.

To trust in hem, hit is but fantasy ; 20

Bewar theffore; the blind et many a fly.

From Tdn. (Tfin. Coll. Cam. R. _. I9) , 2_rinted in Ed. (ed. IS61) ; T.
(Trin. Coll. O. 9. 38); H.(HarL225x). x. Trin. welle. T. abowte; Trin.
about. _. Trin. teede. 3- Trin. se. 4. T.H. Salamon; Tria.
Salomom 5. T. here (read hit)) ; Trin. H. theyr (and d.rewh_,re). 6. So
T. ; Trin. H. hit right that they se with. T. eye ; Trin. ey ; H. ye; (read y).
7. T. ette, alt. to ettyth ; T_n. H. eteth (read et, and so ela_,ohtre). 8. H.
T.in ; Trln. of. Trin.wemen; queynt. 9. Trin.H. hemnat (T. ore.hem). Trin.
trowth; geason (T. geson), xo.T. fulle; Trin, H. om. Trin. peynt, x2.
Trin. feyne, z3.T. be; Trim ar; H. are. Trin. chaungeabylle. 15-28.
.5"oT. H.; Tria. trans2bosesxS-_[ and 2_-28. 16. Trin. wemen stond;
stabylaes, t 7. T. H. may ; Tria. wolle, tS. Trin. doubylaes, x9. Tria.
l_wgh ; expreme. H. 0m. nat. so. H. T. in ; Trin. on, Trin. theyxn.
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What wight on-lyve trusteth in hir cheres

Shal haue at last his guerdon and his mede;
They can shave nerer then ras6urs or sheres ;

A1 is nat gold that shynethl Men, take hede ; 25
Hir galle is hid under a sugred wede.
Hit is ful hard hir fantasy t'aspy ;
Bewar therfore ; the blinde et many a fly.

Women, of kinde, have condicions three ;

The first is, that they be fulle of deceit ; 3o

To spinne also hit is hir propertee;
And women have a wonderful conceit,

They wepen ofte, and al is but a sleight,

And whan they list, the tere is in the y ;
Bewar therfore ; the blinde et many a fly. 35

What thing than eyr is lighter and meveable ?

The light, men say, that passeth in a throw ;
A1 if the light be nat so variable

As is the wind that every wey [can] blow;
And yet, of reson, som men deme and trow 40
Women be lightest of hir company;
Bewar therfore ; the blind et many a fly.

In short to say, though al the erth so wan
Were parch_myn smothe, whyte and scribable,

And the gret see, cleped the occian, 45
Were tomed in inke, blakker then is sable,

Ech stik a penne, ech man a scriveyn able,
They coud nat wryte wommannes traitory ;

Bewar therfore ; the blinde et many a fly. q9

22. T. ya; Trin. on. Trin. cherys. 24. T. They; Trin. For wemen.
25. Tria. shyayth. 26. Trin•sugryd. 27. T. harde; Tria. H• queynt.
Trin. to aspy. 29. T. has t/te hole : Fallere flere acre tria sunt hec
in muliere. Trin. thre. 3o. T. that ; Trin. H. ore. 3t. T. hyt; Tfin.
ore. T. properte; Trin. propurte. 32. H. haue ; T. hath ; Trin. ore. Trin.
conseyte. 33. Trin. H. For they ; T. ore. For. T. wepyth (read wepen) ;
Trin. wepe. T.H. but ; Trin. on. H. a sleight ; T. _leceyt; Trin. asteyte ;
Ed. a slette. 34. Trin. teere ; ey. 36-42. fn T. only. 37. T. passyth.
38. T. All yff; waryabylle. 39. T. wynde; ys blow (a/l. to blowth ;
read can blow)• 40• T. Fat ; gnmmen. 4I. T. ther (/'or lair)• 4_-
T -- -- " " - --• lk:horte; Tnn. sothe. Trm. erthe; waune. 44. Trla. parchemyae ;
_at_rybabyllt. 45. T. H. that depyd is ; Trin. that caUyd ys _rtad cleped).
l-l. om. the. Trin. occiane. 46. T. ya;Trin, into;H, to. T.H.i$;Tdn. om.
47. T. H. Eche; Tria. Euery. Tdn. yche; abylle. H. _:ryven; T. Trin.
scriuener. 48. T. They cowdenot ; Trin. Nat cowde then (I). T. wymmenys;
Trin. wo_; H. wom_na, T. _ozTe ; Trin. H. trechery





XV. THREE SAYINGS.

II

(A). A SAYING OF DAN JOHN.

HER beth four thinges that maketh a man a fool,
Hdnour first putteth him in outrage,

And alder-next solitarie and sool ;

The second is unweldy croked age ;
Women also bring men in dotage ; 5
And mighty wyne, in many dyvers wyse,

Distempreth folk which [that] ben holden wyse.

(B). YET OF THE SAME.

THER beth four thinges causing gret folye,
Honour first, and [than] unweldy age;

Women and wyne, I dar eek specifye,

Make wyse men [to] fallen in dotage ;
Wherfore, by counseil of philosophers sage, 5
In gret honour, lerne this of me,

With thyn estat have [eek] humilitee.

(C). BALADE DE BON CONSAIL.

IF it befaile, that god thee list visyte

With any tourment or adversitee,
Thank first the lord ; and [than], thyself to quyte,
Upon suffraunc_ and humilitee

Found thou thy quarrel, what-ever that it be; 5
Mak thy defence (and thou shalt have. no losse)
The r6membraunce of Crist and of his crosse.

A. Prom Stowe (ed. I56x ). x. bethe foure; foole. 3. soole.
7- Distempren (_); folke whiche ; n_p#l_ that ; bene.

B. From the .tamt. x. beae (_tadbeth, _ a/rove) toare a. Z*'ut_ly
than ; vawildy. 3- dare eke specify. 4" 2 .tubltly to. 6. learae.
7. thine estate; Zsuppy eek.

C. _'rom ",kt.t,,me. 1. befall ; the. 2. aduersite. 3. Thanke ; lorde ;
I su_y than; ,_elfe. 4. l:umilite. 5. Fouade; c uarel. 6. Make.



XVI. LA BELLE DAME SANS MERCY,

TRANSLATED OUT OF FRENCH BY

SIR RICHARD ROS.

tl

ALF in a dreme, not fully wel awaked,The golden sleep me wrapped under his wing;
Yet nat for-thy I roos, and wel nigh naked,

A1 sodaynly my-selve r_membring
Of a mater, leving al other thing 5
Which I shold do, with-outen more delay,
For hem to whom I durst nat disobey.

My charge was this, to translate by and by,

(A1 thing forgive), as part of my penaunce,
A book called Belle Dame sans Mercy xo
Which mayster Aleyn made of r6membmunce,

Cheef secretarie with the king of Fraunce.
And ther-upon a whyle I stood musing,

And in my-self gretly imagening

What wyse I shuld performe the sayd processe, _
Considering by good avysement
Myn unconning and my gret simplenesse,

Frem Th. (Thynne, ed. z532) ; eollattd*vith F. (Fairfax 16) ; a.tadH. (Harl.
372). Al*e in Ff. (Camb. Univ. Lib. Ff. I. 6). Bad _ellings of Th. are cot.
rtaed _ tl_ MSS. TITLE. Th. H. I.a... mercy ; F. Balade de la Bele
Dame mz mercy. H. ada_--Translatid.. Ros. I. Th. F. Halfe ; H.
Half. 2. F.H. Ff. wrapt. 3. All rose. 4- Th. Ff. -selfe ; H. F. self.
5. F. matere ; H. matier. Th. leuynge. 6. Th. must ; F. sholde; H. shold.
7. H. to whom; F. thff which ; Th. whiche. Th. F. dysobey ; H. set nay.

Th. thynge. F£ part_'rest parte, to. Th. F. boke ; H. book. Th. La
1; F. la bole; H. ore. Iat. H.F. naz ; Th. sauns, xx. Th. Whiche.

x2. Th. secratairie; F. secretare; H. secretarie. I3. H. ther-; Th. F.

her-. Th. F. stode; H. stoo_, x4. Th. enyngex6.Ff. avyse-shulde ; F. H. sholde; F£ shuld. Th. the ;
ment ; rsst adv. x7. F. H. Ff. Myn; Th. My. F.H. FL symplesse.
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And ayenward the strait commaundement
Which that I had; and thus, in myn entent,
I was vexed and tourned up and doun; 20
And yet at last, as in conclusioun,

I cast my clothes on, and went my way,
This foresayd charge having in r6membraunce,
Til I cam to a lusty green valey
Ful of floures, to see, a gret plesaunce ; 25
And so bolded, with their benygn suffraunce

That rede this book, touching this sayd matere,
Thus I began, if it plese you to here.

AT long ago, ryding an esy paas,
I fel in thought, of joy ful desperate 3o

With greet disese and payne, so that I was
Of ai lovers the most unfortunate,

Sith by his dart most cruel, ful of hate,
The deeth hath take my lady and maistresse,
And left me sole, thus discomfit and mate, 35

Sore languisshing, and in way of distresse.

Than sayd I thus, ' it faUeth me to cesse

Eyther to ryme or ditees for to make,
And I, surely, to make a ful promesse
To laugh no more, but wepe in clothes blake. 40

My joyful tyme, alas! now is it slake,
For in my-self I fele no manet ese;
Let it be written, such fortune I take,

Which neither me, nor non other doth plese.

If it were so, my wil or myn entent 45

Constrayned were a joyful thing to wryte,
Myn pen coud never have knowlege what it ment;
To speke therof my tonge hath no delyte.

x8. Th.-warde ; strayte. 19. Th. myne. ao. Th. downe, al.
Th. conclusyon, a4. H. in-to. H. green ; Th. F. greae_ a5. Th.
se ; great, a6. F. H. Ff. bolded; Th. boldly. F. benyng; Th. beaygae ;
H. benyngae, aT. F. H. Fir.That ; TILWhiche. Th. F. boke ; H. booke.
H. F. the ; Th. F£ this. Th. otn. seid. _8. F. H. begynne. Th. please.
(Frmv*tM*l_'ntltileattlYcmq_cttaes2_ellingofTh.) 33. Th. Ff. by; F.H.
with. 35. Ff. soleyne (for sole thus) ; 2_eriJa2_sbetter. 4 t. F. H. Ff. is ;
Th. doth. 4a. F. felde. Th. manerof ease. 43. F. H. I ; Th. as L
44. F. H. Ff. nor doth noon other. 46. F. H. Ff. Were constreyned. 47.
H. Myn eyea ; F. Myn eyn; Th. My peane ; Ff. My pea. Ff. neaez haue
knolege ; H. haue knowlege (t) ; Th. neuer knowe ; F. haue no knowlych.
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And with my mouth if I laugh moche or lyte,
Myn eyen shold make a countenaunce untrewe; ._o
My herr also wold have therof despyte,
The weping teres have so large issewe.

These seke lovers, I leve that to hem longes,
Which lede their lyf in hope of alegeaunce,
That is to say, to make balades and songes, 55
Every of hem, as they fele their grevaunce.
For she that was my joy and my plesaunce,
Whos soule I pray god of his mercy save,
She hath my wil, myn hertes ordinaunce,
Which lyeth here, within this tombe y-grave. 60

Fro this tyme forth, tyme is to hold my pees;
It werieth me this mater for to trete ;
Let other lovers put hem-self in prees;
Their seson is, my tyme is now forgete.
Fortune by strength the forcer hath unshet 6_
Wherin was sperd al my worldly riehesse,
And al the goodes which that I have gete
In my best tyme of youthe and lustinesse.

Love hath me kept under his governaunce ;
If I misdid, god graunt me forgifnesse ! 70
If I did wel, yet felte I no plesaunce ;
It caused neither joy nor hevinesse.
For whan she dyed, that was my good maistresse,
AI my welfare than made the same purchas;
The deeth hath set my boundes, of witnes, 7._
Which for no-thing myn hert shal never pas.'

In this gret thought, sore troubled in my mynde,
Atoon thus rood I al the morow-tyde,
Til at the last it happed me to fynde
The place wherin I cast me to abyde 80

49. F. H. Ft. And; Th.Tho. Th.ore. if. 55. F. H. Ft.seke; Th.sicke.
54"Th.Ft. theyr;H. F. h_ (off,m). _5"F. H. baladeor. 60. F. H. Ff.
lythwithhirvndirhirtumlieingraue(F£ I-grau_'). 65. Th.Ff. by; F.H.
with.F. haththe forservnschete. 66. Th. spe_de; Ff. spred;F. sprad;
H. spradde(_). 73. Th. H. ore.good. 74. Th. ore.AI. H. madethan.
75- F. Ff. set; H. sette; Th.shette. F. H. Ff. boundes;Th.bondes. 77.
F. H. thoughtes. Th.ore.my. 79. F. I (for it). 8o. H. I purposid
meto bide.
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Whan that I had no further for to ryde.
And as I went my logging to purvey,

Right sone I herde, but ]itel me besyde,
In a gardeyn, wher minstrels gan to play.

With that anon I went me bakker-more ; 8_
My-self and I, me thought, we were y-now;
But twayn that were my frendes here-before
Had me espyed, and yet I wot nat how.
They come for me ; awayward I me drow,

Somwhat by force, somwhat by their request, 9°

That in no wyse I coud my-self rescow,
But nede I must come in, and see the feest.

At my coming, the ladies everiehoon
Bad me welcome, god wot, right gentilly,

And made me chere, everieh by oon and oon, 95
A gret del better than I was worthy ;

And, of their grace, shewed me gret curtesy
With good disport, bicause I shuld nat mourne.
That day I bood stille in their company,
Which was to me a gracious sojourne. 1oo

The bordes were spred in right litel space ;
The ladies sat, eeh as hem semed best.
Were non that did servyce within that place

But chosen men, right of the goodliest:
And som ther were, peravdnture most fresshest, _o5
That sawe their juges, sitting ful demure,
Without semblaunt either to most or lest,

Notwithstanding they had hem under cure.

Among al other, oon I gan espy
Which in gret thought ful often corn and went xxo

As man that had ben ravished utterly,

In his langage nat gretly diligent;

8x. H. forthto. 83. F.H. Ff. but; Th.a. 84. F. H. gardeyn; Th.
garden. 88. F. ora.yet I ; H. ore. yet. 89. F. H. come ; Th. came. 9o.
Th. her ; F. H. Ff. their. 92. F. H. nede ; Th. nedes. 95. H. F. Ff.
euerycheby oneand one ; Th. euery oneby one. xo3. 8o Ff. ; H. F. Were
none that seruedm that place (I); Th. Ther were no deedly seruauntsin the
place, zo5. Ff.peraunter. H. ore. most. zo6. Tit. ore. sitting.
xxo. F. corn; H. come ; Th. came. xxi. H.F. man; Th. one; F£on.
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His eountenaunce he kept with greet tourment,
But his desyr fer passed his resoun ;
For ever his eye went after his entent xx_
Ful many a tyme, whan it was no sesoun.

To make good chere, right sore him-self he payned,
And outwardly he fayned greet gladnesse;
To singe also by force he was constrayned
For no plesaunce, but very shamfastnesse ; i_o
For the complaynt of his most hevinesse
Corn to his voice alwey without request,
Lyk as the sowne of birdes doth expresse
Whan they sing loude, in frith or in forest.

Other ther were, that served in the hal, _25
But non lyk him, as after myn advyse;
For he was pale, and somwhat lene with-al ;
His speche also trembled in fereful wyse;
And ever aloon, but when he did servyse.
A1 blak he ware, and no devyce but playn. _3o
Me thought by him, as my wit coud suffyse,
His herr was no-thing in his own demeyn.

To feste hem al he did his diligence,
And wel he couth, fight as it semed me.
But evermore, whan he was in presence, 135
His chere was don ; it wold non other be.
His scole-maister had suche auctorit_

That, al the whyle he hood stille in the place,
Speke coude he nat, but upon her beauth
He loked stil, with fight a pitous face. i4o

With that, his heed he tourned at the last
For to behold the ladies everichon ;
But ever in oon he set his ey stedfast
On her, the which his thought was most upon.

¢

xx5. Th. F. 1'£ w_t ; H.yode. t x6. Th. F. F£ Ful ; H. At. x t 7- Th.
om. good and right, xaa. F.H. Come; Th. Ctume. x24.F.H, om. andin.
x33. F.H. feste; Th. feesL x$4. Th. coude; rt_tcouth. F.H. om.iL
t38. Th. H. bode. x43. F. eey ; H. yee ; Th. eye. Th. F. Ff. _eflfiu_;
H. faste, z44. Th. era. the.

.O
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And of his eyen the shot I knew anon x4._
Which federed was with right humble requestes.
Than to my-self I sayd, 'By god aloon,
Suche oon was I, or that I saw these gestes.'

Out of the prees he went ful esely
To make stable his hevy countenaunce; x._o
And, wit ye wel, he syghed tenderly
For his sorowes and woful remembraunce.
Than in him-self he made his ordinaunce,
And forth-withal com to bringe in the mes;
But, for to juge his most ruful semblaunce, _._._
God wot, it was a pitous entremes !

After diner, anon they hem avauneed
To daunce about, these folkes everichoon;
And forth-withal this bevy lover daunced
Somtyme with twayn, and somtyme but with oon. _6o
Unto hem al his chere was after oon,
Now here, now there, as fel by aventure;
But ever among, he drew to her aloon
Which he most dredde of living creature.

To myn advyse, good was his purveyaunce _6_
Whan he her chase to his maistresse aloon,
If that her herr were set to his plesaunce
As moche as was her beauteous persone.
For who that ever set his trust upon
The r6port of the eyen, withouten more, t To
He might be deed and graven under stoon
Or ever he shulde his hertes ese restore.

In her fayled nothing, as I eoud gesse,
O wyse nor other, prevy nor apert;
A garnison she was of al goodnesse _Ts
To make a frounter for a lovers bert;

x45. F. H. And; Th. For. Th. F£ shot; H. tight; F. seght. I46. H.
fedired; F. fedred;Ft'-federid; Th.fereful. I48. Th. I, orthat; F. ther
that; H. I that there. Th. iestea, xfx. F.H. teadirly; Th.woaderly..
154.F.H. eomelTh, eame. I55. F.H.om. most. F.H. ruful; F£rewfull;
Th.wofal. F.H. Ff. semblaunee;Th. penaunce, xfi8.F.I-Lthese; Th. the.
1._9. F. H. louer;Th. manhe. 16o. Th. am.but_ 166. Allchase.
168. F. H. beautevouL z69. F. H. that; Th. so. F.H. set; Th. aetteth.
H. trist. 17o.Th.the(riK/ttly); H. there;F.Ff. their, xTL F. vndira.
173.F.H. as; Th. that. x74. F. Ff.O; H. On; Th.One. F.H. vice.(!).
H.ner 0rorxstnor3. Th.Ff. nor; H. or; F. he. Ff. apert; Th.H. perte;
F. pert. x75. Th.garyson. Th.goodlyneme. x76..4//frounter.
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Right yong and fresshe, a woman ful covert ;
Assured wel her port and eke her chere,
Wel at her ese, withouten wo or smert,
AI underneth the standard of Daungere. x8o

To see the feest, it weried me ful sore;
For hevy joy doth sore the hert travayle.
Out of the prees I me withdrew therfore,
And set me down aloon, behynd a trayle
Ful of leves, to see, a greet mervayle, is5
With grene withies y-bounden wonderly ;
The leves were so thik, withouten fayle,
That thorough-out might no man me espy.

To this lady he corn ful curteisly
Whan he thought tyme to daunce with her a trace; _9o
Sith in an herber made ful pleasauntly
They rested hem, fro thens but litel space.
Nigh hem were none, a eertayn of compaee,
But only they, as fer as I eoud see;
And save the trayle, ther I had chose my place, xgs
Ther was no more betwix hem tweyne and me.

I herd the lover syghing wonder sore;
For ay the neer, the sorer it him sought.
_is inward payne he eoud not kepe in store,
Nor for to speke, so hardy was he nought, ace
His leche was neer, the gretter was his thought ;
He mused sore, to conquere his desyre ;
For no man may to more penaunce be brought
Than, in his hete, to bringe him to the fyre.

The hert began to swel within his chest, _o5
So sore strayned for anguish and for payne
That al to peces almost it to-brest,

Whan bothe at ones so sore it did constrayne;

x78. F. H. Ff. her; Th. o{;(t_e). x8o. Th.sUmderde: F. standarte;
H. standart, x83. Th...drms¢; H. -drewh. x84.Th. Ff. alone; F.H. ore.
i86. F. withes; H. Ff. wythyes; Th. wrethes, x88.H. Ff.thorughe;Th.
through;F. thorgh. Th. nomnnmight, x89. Th. this; H. his. F.H. come;
Th.came. tgt. Th. Set (for Sith). H. herbier. 19a. H. them.Th.buta.
x93. Th.ofa cextayne. 195. Th.ore. An& x96.So F. H. ; Th. bytwe_e
hemtwo. aox.Th. more; H. FL ricer, ao4. FL hete;Th. heate; F. H. hext.
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Desyr was bold, but shame it gan refrayne;
That oon was large, the other was ful cloos ; 2_o
No litel charge was layd on him, certayn,
To kepe suche werre, and have so many foos.

Ful often-tymes to speke him-self he peyned,
But shamfastnesse and drede sayd ever 'nay';
Yet at the last so sore he was constrayned, 3_5
Whan he ful long had put it in delay,
To his lady fight thus than gan he say
With dredful voice, weping, half in a rage :m
' For me was purveyd an unhappy day
Whan I first had a sight of your visage! 220

I suffre payne, god wot, ful hoot brenning,
To cause my deeth, al for my trew servyse ;
And I see wel, ye rekke therof nothing,
Nor take no hede of it, in no kins wyse.
But whan I speke after my best avyse, 225
Ye set it nought, but make ther-of a game ;
And though I sewe so greet an entrepryse,
It peyreth not your worship nor your fame.

Alas t what shulde be to you prejudyce
If that a man do love you faithfully 230
To your worship, eschewing every vyce ?
So am I yours, and wil be verily ;
I chalenge nought of right, and reson why,
For I am hool submit to your servyse ;
Right as ye liste it be, right so wil I, a3s
To bynde my-self, where I was in fraunchysel

Though it be so, that I can nat deserve
To have your grace, but alway live in drede,
Yet suffre me you for to love and serve
Without maugr_ of your most goodlihede ; 240

2o9.Th. Ff. gan; F. H. can. _xo.F. H. The toon. 2z1-22o.F. omits.
224.F. H. Ff. kyns; Th. kynde. 225. H. F£ aviae; TILaduys¢. 226.
Th. itat; F.H. om.at. 227.H. enterprise. 228. F. H. It; Th.Yet.
229.Th.itbe; F.H. om.iL 23LTh. FLeschewynge;F.H. escusyng. 234.
F. H. to ;Th. vnto. 235.,41!ye. Th.F£ right; F. evm; H. euyn. a37.
H. ore.that. 238. Th. alway; F. H. ay to. 239. F. H. ore.for.
24o. Th. Wtthouttn; F. Without.
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Both faith and trouth I give your womanhede_
And my servyse, withoute ayein-calling.
Love hath me bounde, withouten wage or mede_
To be your man, and leve al other thing.'

Whan this lady had herd al this langage, 245
She yaf answere ful softe and demurely,
Without chaunging of colour or corage,
No-thing in haste, but mesurabelly :--
' Me thinketh, sir, your thought is greet foly!
Purpose ye not your labour for to cese? =5o
For thinketh not, whyl that ye live and I,
In this mature to set your heft in pees!'

I.amant. 'Ther may non make the pees, but only ye,
Which ar the ground and cause of al this werre ;
For with your eyen the letters written be, 2._5
By which I am defyed and put a-fer.
Your plesaunt look, my verray lode-sterre,
Was made heraud of thilk same d_fyaunce
Which utterly behight me to forbarre
My faithful trust and al myn affyaunce.' =60

/.a Dame. ' To live in wo he hath gret fantasy
And of his bert also hath slipper holde,
That, only for beholding of an y,
Can nat abyde in pees, as resort wolde!
Other or me if ye list to beholde, _65
Our eyen are made to loke; why shuld we spare ?
I take no kepe, neither of yong nor olde ;
Who feleth smert, I counsayle him be ware l'

Z.am. ' If it be so, oon hurte another sore,
In his defaut that feleth the grevaunce. 37o

Of very right a man may do no more;
Yet reson wolde it were in remembraunce.

_4 L H. gif; F. geve. _,42. F. H. ayeia ; Th. any (!). 243.
F.withoutea ; H. withoughtwn ; Th. withoute. _48. F. F£ mesm'abely ;
Th. H. me_trably, a49. Th. F£ your thought is ; F. H. ye do ful. 25 i.
Th. thynketh; F. H. think y¢. Th. whyles; H. whil that; F£ whils that.
_5_. F. mater¢; H. rustier; Th. mater. 258. F. Ff. dyt_aunc¢. 25_. F. H.
F£ to forharre ; Th. for to bane. _62. Th. ore. hath. _63. Th. eye; F. ¢eye ;
H. yee; (rt,ady). 265. F. if that ye lyst to beholde; H. Ff. ifyelisteto
biholde; Th. if ye list ye_/y beholde. 267. H. Dor; Th.F. F£ he.
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And, sith Fortune not only, by her chaunce,
Hath caused me to suffre al this payn,
But your beaut_, with al the circumstaunce, 275
Why list ye have me in so greet disdayn ?'

Za D. ' To your persone ne have I no disdayn,
Nor ever had, trewly! ne nought wil have,
Nor right gret love, nor hatred, in certayn;
Nor your counsayl to know, so god me save! 280
If such beleve be in your mynde y-grave
That litel thing may do you greet plesaunce,
You to begyle, or make you for to rave,
I wil nat cause no suche encomberatrnce !'

Lain. 'What ever it be that me hath thus purchased, 28s
Wening hath nat disceyved me, certayn,
But fervent love so sore hath me y-chased
That I, unware, am casten in your chayne;
And sith so is, as Fortune list ordayne,
AI my welfare is in your handes falle, 290
In eschewing of more misch_vous payn;
Who sonest dyeth, his care is leest of alle.'

f_.a .D. 'This sicknesse is right esy to endure,
But fewe people it causeth for to dy;
But what they mene, I know it very sure, 295
Of more comfort to draw the remedy.
Such be there now. playning ful pitously,
That fele, god wot, nat alther-grettest payne;
And if so be, love hurt so grevously,
Lesse harm it were, oon sorowful, than twayne!' _oo

Zam. 'Alas, madame ! if that it might you plese,
Moche better were, by way of gentilnesse_
Of one sory, to make twayn wel at ese,
Than him to stroy that liveth in distresse!

For my desyr is neither more nor lcsse 30._
But my servyce to do, for your plesaurfce,
In eschewing al maner doublenesse,
To make two joyes in stede of oo grevaunce !'

273.Th. om.not. Th.her; F.H. Ff-his. 275. F.H. Ff. But; Th. By0).
,_78.H. ore.trewly. Th. Ff. nought;F. tt. neuer. 28x. F. beleue; It. bileae;
Th.lo,e(!). _82. SaFf.; H.F.am.greet(Th.youdyspleasauneel). 284.So
F. Th,; H. eneombrg.nee.29o. F. I-falle; t:i.y-falle; Ff. falle; Th.rid. 29_,.
Th.F. Ft_now;H.aought. 3o_.Th.itwere; F. l-l.om.it. 3o3.F.sorow; It.
sonve;Th.Ff.sory. 3o4. F. H. stroye;Th. flestroye. 3o8.F. H. oo; Th.one.
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.Za .D. 'Of love I seke neither plesaunce nor ese,
Nor greet desyr, nor right gret affyaunce ; 3_o
Though ye be seke, it cloth me nothing plese;
Also, I take no hede to your plesaunce.
Chese who-so wil, their hertes to avaunce,

Free am I now, and free wil I endure;
To be ruled by mannes govemaunce 3's

For erthely good, nay! that I you ensure!'

/,am. 'Love, which that joy and sorowe doth departe,
Hath set the ladies out of al servage,
And largely doth graunt hem, for their parte,

Lordship and rule of every maner age. 320
The poor servaunt nought hath of avauntage
But what he may get only of purchace ;
And he that ones to love doth his homage,

Ful often tyme dere bought is the rechace.'

Za .D. 'Ladies be nat so simple, thus I mene, 32_
So dul of wit, so sotted of foly,
That, for wordes which sayd ben of the splene,
In fayre langage, paynted ful plesauntly,

Which ye and mo holde scoles of dayly,
To make hem of gret wonders to suppose; 33o
But sone they can away their hedes wrye,

And to fair speche lighdy their eres dose.'

/_.am. ' Ther is no man that jangleth busily,
And set his herr and al his mynd theffore,

Thi_t by resoun may playne so pitously 335
As he that hath moche hevinesse in store.

Whos heed is hool, and sayth that it is sore,

His fayned chere is hard to kepe in mewe ;
But thought, which is unfayned evermore,

The wordes preveth, as the workes sewe. 540

509. Th. Ff. nor ; F. H. he. 5z0. F. H. grete desirenor; Th. haue theda no.
Th. am. right. 3xt. F.H._g_e;Th. meke. 3xa. Th. of;F.H. Ff. to. 3x3.
F.H. their; Th.her. 3x7._.Th.thatioy; F.H. am. that. 318. F.H. om.aL
3x9. F.H. their; Th. her. 3ao. Th. mtmerof age. 3aa. Th. by; F.H. Ff. of.
Th. purchepe; F. H. purchace. 3a4. Th. tymes. F. ore. the. H. dere his
richeneboughthu. Ff. reahace; readeJaesse. 3a6. Th. in (/or and of).
5z7. F. ben ; Th. be ; H. are. 5a9. H. scoolys holden dieuly. 53o. F. H.
of; Th. al. 35x. F. H. their hedes away. 354- F. set ; Ff. sette ; Th. H.
setteth. 337. F. H. ore. that. 3_o. Th. shewe; F. sue; H. Ff. sewe.
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Za D. ' Love is subtel, and hath a greet awayt,
Sharp in worching, in gabbing greet plesaunce,
And can him venge of suche as by disceyt
Wold fele and knowe his secret govemaunce;
And maketh hem to obey his ordinaunce 345
By chereful wayes, as in hem is supposed ;
But whan they fallen in-to repentaunce,
Than, in a rage, their counsail is disclosed.'

/.am. 'Sith for-as-moche as god and eke nature
Hath _love avaunced to so hye degr_, 3_o
Moch sharper is the point, this am I sure,
Yet greveth more the faute, wherever it be.
Who hath no cold, of hete hath no deynt_,
The toon for the tother asked is expresse ;
And of plesaunce knoweth non the certeynt_ 355
But it be wonne with thought and hevinesse'

Za ZT. 'As for plesaunce, it is nat alway oon ;
That you is swete, I thinke it bitter payne.
Ye may nat me constrayne, nor yet right non,
After your lust, to love that is but vayne, a6o
To chalenge love by right was never seyn,
But herte assent, before bond and promyse;
For strength nor force may not atteyne, certayn,
A wil that stant enfeffed in fraunchyse!'

Lain. 'Right fayr lady, god mote I never plese, a65
If I seke other fight, as in this case,
But for to shewe you playnly my disese
And your mercy to abyde, and eke your grace.
If I purpose your honour to deface,
Or ever did, god and fortune me shende ! aTo
And that I never rightwysly purchace
Oon only joy, unto my lyres endel'

54x. Th. F£ awayte;F. H. abayte. 30. F. worching; H. worsching;
Th.work_g. 344. F. H. knowandfele. 346. F. H. him; Th Ff. hem.
347- F. H. when that; Th. ore. that. 348. F. H. their; Th. her.
350. All avauncedloue. 35x. Th. sharp¢. F.H. this ; Th.thus. 35s.
F. H. It ; Th. Ff. Yet. 354-F. ton; H. toon; Th.one. F. H. the tother;
Th.thatother. 355. Th.ore.the. Th.certeyae(I). 356.F. woane; H.
_Fon"en; Th. one(l). F. H. with ;Th.in. 358.F. H. is; Th.thinke.. 363.

•nor; H.ner; Th. and. Th.ore.certaya. 364-F. H.atant;Th. standeth..enfeoffed. 366. Th.om.as. 37x. F.H. rightwysly;Th.varyghffully(I).
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/_.a D. 'Ye and other, that swere suche othes faste,
And so condempne and cursen to and fro,
Ful sikerly, ye wene your othes laste 375
No lenger than the wordes ben ago. t
And god, and eke his sayntes, Laughe also.
In such swering ther is no stedfastnesse,
And these wrecches, that have ful trust therto,
After, they wepe and waylen in distresse.' 3so

Lain. ' He hath no corage of a man, trewly,
That secheth plesaunee, worship to despyse;
Nor to be called forth is not worthy
The erthe to touch the ayre in no-kins wyse.
A trusty hert, a mouth without feyntyse, 385
These ben the strength of every man of name ;
And who that layth his faith for litel pryse,
He leseth bothe his worship and his fame.'

/_.a D. 'A currish herte, a mouth that is curteys,
Ful wel ye wot, they be not according; 39°
Yet feyned chere right sone may hem apeyse
Where of malyce is set al their worching ;
Ful fals semblant they bere and trew mening;
Their name, their fame, their tonges be but fayned ;
Worship in hem is put in forgetting, 395
Nought repented, nor in no wyse complayned.'

/.am. ' Who thinketh il, no good may him befal;
God, of his grace, graunt ech man his desert l
But, for his love, among your thoughtes al,
As think upon my woful sorowes smert; 400
For of my payne, wheder your tender bert
Of swete pit_ be not therwith agreved,
And if your grace to me were discovert,
Than, by your mene, sone shulde I be releved.'

384. Th. FL ante; F. eir; H. heire. 386.Th. Thusbe. F. H. Ff. manof;
Th. manet. 387. F. layth; Th. layeth; H. latith. 388. H. losith.
389. F. FL currisch; H. kq_cssh; Th. cursed. 39t. Th.F. right; H. ful.
39_. F. H. their; Th. her.i'F.worchyng; H. werchyng; Th.workynge. 393.
Th.and; F. H. a. F. Th.Ff. semyng; H. menyng. 394-F. H. Their; Th.
Her (t_rice). Th. era.be. Th. but; F. H. not. 4oo. H. sorowe. 4oL
Th.wheder; F£ whedre;F. H. wher. ¢o3.F. H. Ff. if; Th.of. 404.
F. Ff. The; H. Thatme; Th. That.
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La I). ' A lightsom herte, a folly of plesaunce 405
Are moch better, the lesse whyl they abyde ;
They make you thinke, and bring you in a traunce ;
But that seknesse wil sone be remedyed.
Respite your thought, and put al this asyde;
Ful good disportes werieth men M-day ; q,o
To help nor hurt, my wil is not aplyed ;
Who troweth me not, I lete it passe away.'

I.am. ' Who hath a brid, a faucon, or a hound,
That foloweth him, for love, in every place,
He chedssheth him, and kepeth him ful sound ; 415

Out of his sight he wii not him enchace.
And I, that set my wittes, in this cace,
On you alone, withouten any chaunge,
Am put under, moch ferther out of grace,
And lesse set by, than other that be straunge.' 4,o

La 2). 'Though I make chere to every man aboute
For my worship, and of myn own fraunchyse,
To you I nil do so, withouten doute,
In eschewing al maner prejudyse.
For wit ye wel, love is so litel wyse, 42_
And in beleve so lightly wil be brought,
That he taketh al at his own devyse,
Of thing, god wot, that serveth him of nought.'

./.am. ' If I, by love and by my trew servyse,
Lese the good chere that straungers have alway, 43o
Wherof shuld serve my trouth in any wise
Lesse than to hem that come and go al-day,
Which holde of you nothing, that is no nay?
Also in you is lost, to my seming,
A1 curtesy, which of resoun wold say 43._
That love for love were lawful deserving.'

408. Th. dcknesse. 4xo. Th. disporte. Th. me. 4H. Th. FL nor;
F.H. ne. 4x2.F.H. Ff. it; Th. hem. 4x3. Th. Ff-byrde;F. brid©;
H. bridde. 4x5.H. ore.2ndhlm. 4x6. F. H. ont. 2ridhim. 4x9.
Th. farther. 4ao. F. H. sett lesse. 422. F. H. Ft'.of; Th. for. 04-
F. H. ofall; Th. Ff. om.of. 42.J;.Th.wote; F.H. wytt. O9-716.
Misarrangedin F. H.; Th. Ff.follotot]_ rightorder. 429. (Th.),_669(F. H.).
F. on. _na'by. 43x. F. There-of. F.H. shulde;Th. shal. 43a. Th. him
that comethandgoth. 433- Th. holdeth. 434. Th. as to ; F. H. Ff. on. as.
435. F. H. wolde; Th. 1_£wyL 436. Th. desyringe0).
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Za D. 'Curtesy is alyed wonder nere
To Worship, which him loveth tenderly ;
And he wil nat be bounde, for no prayere,
Nor for no gift, I say you verily, 44o
But his good chere depart ful largely
Where him lyketh, as his conceit wil fal;
Guerdon constrayned, a gift don thankfully,
These twayn may not accord, ne never shal.'

Zam. 'As for guerdon, I seke non in this cace; 445
For that desert, to me it is to hy ;
Wherfore I ask your pardon and your grace,
Sith me behoveth deeth, or your mercy.
To give the good where it wanteth, trewly,
That were resoun and a eurteys maner; 4._o
And to your own moch better were worthy
Than to straungers, to shewe hem lovely chere.'

/_ .D. 'What cal ye good? Fayn wolde I that I wist!
That pleseth oon, another smerteth sore ;
But of his own to large is he that list 455
Give moche, and lese al his good fame therfore.
Oon shulde nat make a graunt, litel ne more,
But the request were right wel according ;
If worship be not kept and set before,
AI that is left is but a litel thing.' 46o

/_m. ' In-to this world was never formed non,
Nor under heven cr'_ature y-bore,
Nor never shal, save only your persone,
To whom your worship toucheth half so sore,
But me, which have no seson, lesse ne more, 465

Of youth ne age, but still in your service ;
I have non eyen, no wit, nor mouth in store,
But al be given to the same office.'

438. Th.To ; F. H, With. F.H. bestand tendyrly; Th. Ff.on. bestand.
44o. F. H. otn. no. F.H. Ff. yift ; Th. gyftes. 44_. F. Wherynhym.

3. F. H. F£ constreynte._ 444. F. H. Ff. maynot; Th can neuer. F.
_!ne; Th. Ff. nor. 445. H. seche; F. beseche. 446. F. H. ore.
it. 45o. Th. a carty_; Fir.a corteys;F. H. curteysy. 456. Th.ore.al.
46o. H. loste (for left). 46x. F. H. F£ neuerformed(fourmed); Th.
foundedneuer. 467.Th. no (for non). F. eeyn; H. yeen. 468. H.
Thatne aUe at.
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._ .D. ' A ful gret charge hath he, withouten fayle,
That his worship kepeth in sikemesse; 475
But in daunger he setteth his travayle
That feffeth it with others businesse.

To him that longeth honour and noblesse,
Upon non other shulde nat he awayte;
For of his own so moche hath he the lesse 475
That of other moch folweth the conceyt.'

/_,am. ' Your eyen hath set the print which that I fele
Within my hert, that, where-so-ever I go,
If I do thing that sowneth unto wele,
Nedes must it come from you, and fro no too. 48o
Fortune wil thus, that I, for wele or wo,
My lyf endure, your mercy abyding;
And very right wil that I thinke also
Of your worship, above al other thing.'

£a .D. 'To your worship see wel, for that is nede, 48_
That ye spend nat your seson al in vayne;
As touching myn, I rede you take no hede,
By your foly to put your-self in payne.
To overcome is good, and to restrayne
An hert which is disceyved folily. 49o
For worse it is to breke than bowe, certayn,
And better bowe than fal to sodaynly !'

Lain. 'Now, fair lady, think, sith it first began
That love hath set myn heft under his cure,
I never might, ne truly I ne can 495
Non other serve, whyle I shal here endure;
In most free wyse therof I make you sure,
Which may not be withdrawe; this is no nay.
I must abyde al maner aventure ;
For I may not put to, nor take away.' 5oo

47a. F. feoffeth. 474. Th. be (for he). 475. F. H. ore. hiL 477-5a4.
Follows572in F. H. 477(Th.)-f25(F.H. ). 478.Th. Ff.so; H._an;
F. some. 479. H. sowndith. 481. H. Ff. thus; Th. this. 486. F. am.y¢.
H. F. yourscsounspendenot. 488. H. F£foly; Th. folly. 489. Th H.
herte. H.F. folyly; Th.follyly. 493. H. _r. And; Th. ore. Th. to rid.
493. H. Th.faire. 496 H. Ff. had(for hath). H.F. your; Th. Ff. his.
_£5. F.H. I neuer;Th. Ff. It neuer. 496. F. H. whiles. 5oo. H. F. not;

nought; Th. neyther.
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Za 29. 'I holde it for no gift, in sothfastnesse,
That oon offreth, where that it is forsake ;
For suche gift is abandoning expresse
That with worship ayein may not be take.
He hath an hert ful fel that list to make 5o5
A gift lightly, that put is in refuse ;
But he is wyse that such conceyt wil slake,
So that him nede never to study ne muse.'

Lain. 'He shuld nat muse, that hath his service spent
On her which is a lady honourable; s_o
And if I spende my tyme to that entent,
Yet at the leest I am not reprevable
Of feyled heft ; to thinke I am unable,
Or me mistook whan I made this request,
By which love hath, of entreprise notable, 515
SO many hertes gotten by conquest.'

Za .D. ' If that ye list do after my counsayl,
Secheth fairer, and of more higher fame,
Whiche in servyce of love wil you prevayl
After your thought, according to the same. 52o
He hurteth both his worship and his name
That folily for twayne him-self wil trouble;
And he also leseth his after-game
That surely can not sette his poyntes double.'

/.am. 'This your counsayl, by ought that I can see, 525
Is better sayd than don, to myn advyse ;
Though I beleve it not, forgive it me,
Myn herte is suche, so hool without feyutyse,
That it ne may give credence, in no wyse,
To thing which is not sowning unto trouthe ; 53o
Other counsayl, it ar but fantasyes,
Save of your grace to shewe pit_ and routhe.'

" e. 5oa. Th. ore.that. 503. Th. a gifte; H.F.
SOl. Th. gyfte; H: _. ore. an. H. hurtefulfele0). 5o6. H.F. Ff. ln ;Ff. ore.a. 5oh. .

Th.to. 5o8. H. F. neue¢;Th. neyther. 5o9.H. F. Who; Th. Ffi He. 512.
F. ore.the.Th. reproveable._ 513. F. H. feyled; Th. fayned. 514. Th.
I mystoke;H.F. Ff.memy_oke. 5_5.F. entrepris. 5x6.H.F. goten. 5z7.
H. Th.liste, hi8. F.H. Secheth;Th.Sechea. 5x9. TILpre-ayle. 523.
H. hosRhe(for leseth). 5_5-572.Folio.ms716in F. tL 5a8. H. hoole;
Th.hole. 5a9. H. F. it; Th. L H.F. ore.he. 53o. H. soundyng. 53z.
H. F. it ar; Th. I se be. Th.Ff. fantasise; F. fantasyse; H. faats!si_e.
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./.a 2). 'I holde him wyse that worketh folily
And, whan him list, can leve and part therfro ;

But in conning he is to leme, trewly, ._35
That wolde him-self conduite, and can not so.

And he that wil not after counsayl do,

His sute he putteth in desesperaunce ;
And al the good, which that shulde faUe him to,
Is left as deed, clene out of r_membraunce.' 540

/.am. 'Yet wil I sewe this mater faithfully
Whyls I may live, what-ever be my chaunce ;

And if it hap that in my trouthe I dy,
That deeth shal not do me no displesaunce.

But whan that I, by your ful hard suffraunce, 545
Shal dy so trew, and with so greet a payne,
Yet shal it do me moche the lesse grevaunce
Than for to live a fals lover, certayne.'

Za Z). ' Of me get ye right nought, this is no fable,

I nil to you be neither hard nor strayt; 550
And right wil not, nor maner customable,

To think ye shulde be sure of my conceyt.
Who secheth sorowe, his be the receytl
Other counsayl can I not fele nor see,

Nor for to leme I cast not to awayte ; 55,_
Who wil therto, let him assay, for me !'

./.am. ' Ones must it be assayd, that is no nay,

With such as be of reputacioun,
And of trew love the right devoir to pay
Of free hertes, geten by due raunsoun; 560

For free wit holdeth this opinioun,
That it is greet duresse and discomfort

To kepe a herte in so strayt a prisoun,
That hath but oon body for his disport.'

.s33. H. F. Ff. folily ; Th. no foly (1). 534- H. Th. parte. 536. F. cond_tte.
._38.Th. Ft'.sure ; I-1.F. suerte. H.F. in ; Th. in to. " 539. Th. ore. whmh.
H. F. ore. that. 54o. H. F. Ff. left as ; Th. lost and. F. dethe (!). 542.
H. Ff. Whils ; Th. Whyles. Th. otn.may. 544- Th. Than ; 14. F. Ff. That.
14. not ; Th. F. otn. 545. Ff. full; ee.store. Th. H. harde. 546. H. triew;
Th. true. H. grete ; Th. great. F. Ff. ore. a. 547. F. H. ore. the ; trout
mochel less ! 550. H. F. ayl ; Th. wyL li. Th. harcie. 5!5x. Th. nOman (./'or
nor manet). ,555. Th castme not. 556. H. F. ther-to; Th. theroL ,558.
H. F. beth. 559. H. trewe; Th. true. Ft. devoyr; H. duetes ; F. dewtis ;
Th. honour. 560. Th. gotten. H.F. due ; Th. dewe. 56_. H. grete ;
Th. great. H. Th. -forte. 564. H. F. oo ; Ft'. on ; Th. one. H. To. -porte.
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Za 2). 'I know so many cases mervaylous $65

That I must nede, of resoun, think certayn,
That such entree is wonder perilous,
And yet wel more, the coming bak agayn.
Good or worship therof is seldom seyn;
Wherefore I wil not make no suche aray 570

As for to fynde a plesaunce but barayn,

Whan it shal cost so dere, the first assay.'

Zam. 'Ye have no cause to doute of this matere,

Nor you to mere with no such fantasyes
To put me ferre al-out, as a straungere ; ._7._

For your goodnesse can think and wel avyse,
That I have made a prefe in every wyse
By which my trouth sheweth open evidence;
My long abyding and my trew servyse
May wel be knowen by playn experience.' 58o

Za 2). ' Of very right he may be called trew,

And so must he be take in every place,
That can deserve, and let as he ne knew,

And kepe the good, if he it may purchace.
For who that prayeth or sueth in any case, 585
Right wel ye wot, in that no trouth is preyed;
Suche hath ther ben, and are, that geten grace,

And lese it sone, whan they it have aeheved.'

Zam. 'If trouth me cause, by vertue soverayne,
To shew good love, and alway fynd cont_ry, 59°
And cherish that which sleeth me with the payne,

This is to me a lovely adversary !
Whan that pith, which long a-slepe doth tar),,

Hath set the fyne of al myn hevinesse,
Yet her comfort, to me most necessary, S95

Shuld set my wil more sure in stablenesse.'

H.56S. Ft'.H. cases; rest causes. 566. H. F. Which ; Th. Ft'. That. 567.
F. Ft. entre; Th. auenture (0. 57o. Th. WhereI ne wyl make suche.

._TX-Th. but a; H. F. ore. a. 573-6,0..Follows 668 in H.F. _:F. matere ; Th. mater. 574- Th. fantuyr_ ; F, fan_ ; H. fantesye.
F. FL avyle ; Th. H. adu_e. 577- H. Ft. prefe ; F. preue ; Th. prise,
578. H. trouthe; Th. trutl_e. 579, H. Th. trewe. 58x. H, Th. trewe. 583.
H. Ff. deserue; Th. discerne(I), H. Th. knewe. 585. H. Ft. sucth; F.
seweth ; Th. swereth.._87. Th. geten ; H. F. getith. 588. H. F. F£ it haue;
TI_ haae it. 59o. Th. tL shewe ; fynde. 593. H..F. a slepe ; Th. on
tlepe. 595. Th. H. comforte. 596. Ff. Shuld; H. F. She]de ; Th. ShtL
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Za Z). ' The woful wight, what may he thinke or say ?
The contrary of al joy and gladnesse.
A sick body, his thought is al away
From hem that fele no sorowe nor siknesse. 6oo

Thus hurtes ben of dyvers businesse
Which love hath put to right gret hinderaunce,
And trouthe also put in forgetfulnesse

Whan they so sore begin to sighe askaunce.'

Zam. 'Now god defend but he be havi_lesse 6o5

Of al worship or good that may befal,
That to the werst toumeth, by his lewdnesse,

A gift of grace, or any-thing at al
That his lady vouchsauf upon him cal,
Or cherish him in honourable wyse! 6xo
In that defaut what-ever he be that fal

Deserveth more than deth to suffre twyse!'

Za ./9. 'There is no juge y-set of such trespace
By which of right oon may recovered be;
Oon curseth fast, another doth manace, 6_5

Yet dyeth non, as ferre as I can see,
But kepe their cours alway, in oon degr_,
And evermore their labour doth encrese

To bring ladyes, by their gret soteltb,
For others gilte, in sorowe and disese!' 620

Lain. ' Al-be-it so oon do so greet offence,

And be not deed, nor put to no juyse,
Right wel I wot, him gayneth no defence,
But he must ende in ful misch6vous wyse,

And al that ever is good wil him dispyse. 625
For falshed is so ful of cursednesse

6o_99. Th. sycke ; H. F. beke. F. ore. his. H.F. FL aI awaye ; Th. alway.
• H. Ft'. fele ; Th. felen. H. sorwe ; F. F£ sorowe ; Th. sore. 6o2. Th.

on:. right. Th. hindraunce. 604. H. FL so ; Th. ful ; F. otn. 605. H. Th.
defende. H.F. haueles ; Th. harmlesse (!). 607. Th. ore, the. 608. Th. gyfte ;
H. yifte. 609. Th. Ff. voueb_,Are; H. vouchith saul. 6to. H. F.cherissh;
Th.Ff. cherissheth. 6IL H. Th. defaute. 6x3. H. F. of; Th. om H. Th.
suche. 6x,t. H.one; F.6n; Th. loue. 6i 5. H. Th. One. 616. H. Th.
none. 617. H. Th. her;st,t618. Th. course; H. corse, Th.H. onei F.L
618. H. F. euerenewe ; Th. FL euermore. F£ their ; Th. theyr ; H. there ;
F. thair. 6I 9. Th. Ff, theirgreat ; H. F. o=_.great. H. F. subtilite; Th. subtelte;
FLsotelte. 62x--668.Follawssa4in F.H. 6aL F. oone; H. on; Th. one.
Th. dothe; t. 6aa. H.F. F£ be; Th. iL H.F.F£ Iuyse; Th. hmtyse.
625. So H. _£; Th. 626. Th. o_.m.And al euet saTdgod 71.
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That high worship shal never have enterpryse
Where it reigneth and hath the wilfulnesse.'

La D. ' Of that have they no greet fere now-a-days,
Suche as wil say, and maynteyne it ther-to, t,3o
That stedfast trouthe is nothing for to prays
In hem that kepe it long for wele or wo.
Their busy hertes passen to and fro,
They be so wel reclaymed to the lure,
So wel lerned hem to withholde also, 635

And al to chaunge, whan love shuld best endure.'

Lain. 'Whan oon hath set his herte in stable wyse
In suche a place as is both good and trewe,
He shuld not flit, but do forth his servyse
Alway, withouten chaunge of any newe. 64o

As sone as love beginneth to remewe,
A1 plesaunce goth anon, in litel space;
For my party, al that shal I esehewe,
Whyls that the soule abydeth in his place.'

Za 19. ' To love trewly ther-as ye ought of fight, 645

Ye may not be mistaken, dout_lesse ;
But ye be foul deceyved in your sight
By lightly understanding, as I gesse.
Yet may ye wel repele your businesse
And to resoun somwhat have attendaunce, 6_o
Moch better than to byde, by fol simplesse,
The feble socour of desesperaunee.'

Lain. 'Resoun, counsayl, wisdom, and good avyse
Ben under love arested everichoon,
To which I can accorde in every wyse ; 65s
For they be not rebel, but stille as stoon ;

627.Ff. highe;H.F.her; Th.his. H.F.shal;Th. Ff. may. 6_9. Th.
great; F. H. orn. Th. dayse; H. daies. 63L It. preys; Th. prayse.
65_. F. H. Ff. for; Th. in. 633.Th. F. Theyr; H. There. 657. Th.
one; H. on;FLwon. 638. H. Ff. which(for as). 643. SoF. H. ; Th. Asfor
mypar'tiethat. 644. Th.LWhvle; H. F. Ff. Whilsthat 645. F. H. ye ;
Th. it. 647.Th. H. foule_. I_.F. deceyued;Th.disceyued. 648. H. F.
lightly; Th. light. 649-H. F. this; Th. Ff.your. 65o. H. F£ sumwhat
haue; Th. hauesome. 65L .4//Moche. H. sonnet; F. sunner;Th. F£
better. Th. to abide. Ft'.role; rest foly. Th. simplenes; rt_ simplesse.
653. F. Ff. avyse; Th. H. aduyse. 656. Tb. asa ; H. F. Ft'.ore.•
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Their wil and myn be medled al in oon,

And therwith bounden with so strong a cheyne
That, as in hem, departing shal be noon,

But pit_ breke the mighty bond atwayne.' 66_

.£a D. 'Who loveth not himself, what-ever he be
In love, he stant forgete in every place;
And of your wo if ye have no pith,

Others pit_ bileve not to purchace;
But beth fully assured in this case, 665
I am alway under oon ordinaunce,

To have better ; trusteth not after grace,
And al that leveth tak to your plesauncel'

./.am. ' I have my hope so sure and so stedfast

That suche a lady shulde nat fail pit_ ; 670
But now, alas! it is shit up so fast,
That Daunger sheweth on me his crueltE

And if she see the venue fayle in me
Of trew servyce, then she to fayle also
No wonder were; but this is the suretY, 675

I must suffre, which way that ever it go.'

Za 2). 'I.eve this purpos, I rede you for the best;
For lenger that ye kepe it thus in vayn,

The lesse ye gete, as of your hertes rest,
And to rejoice it shal ye never attayn. 680

Whan ye abyde good hope, to make you fayn,
Ye shal be founde asotted in dotage;
And in the ende, ye shal know for certayn,

That hope shal pay the wrecches for their wage!'

Zam. 'Ye say as faUeth most for your plesaunce, 685
And your power is greet; al this I see ;

657. H.There. Th.H. oae; FL won. 659. Th Ff. as (--'g/u'ly); H.F.
is. Th.H.none. 660. Th.H.bonde. 66L H. E£Wholoueth; F. Who
love • Th. Ye lone. H.F. hym- ; Th. your-. H. F. he be ; Th. ye be. 662.
So H. F. Ff. ; Th. That in lone stande. 664. Th. bilene ye; reslmn, ye.
665. tl. F. beth ; Th. be. Th u in ; rest ore. as. 666. Th. alway ;
H.F. alwaies. Th.one; Ff.on; H.an. 667. F.H, trnsteth; Th. trust. 668.

fT_. H. take. 669-7x6. Follows 4a8 in F. tL 67o. Th. lacke; H. F. FLaile. 073. H. fitileth. 674. F. H. F£ then she to ; Th. thoughe she do.
675. Th. my; F. H. Ff. the. H. suttee ; F. seurte. 677. H. purpos; Th.
pupose, o78. Th. For the lenger ye. I-LF. FL thus; Th. is. 68o. H.F.
F£ye;Th. you. 684. Th. ora. That. tLther;Th.hez. 686. Th.great.
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But hope shal never out of my rdmembraunce,
By whiche I felt so greet adversith.
For whan nature hath set in you plenth
Of al goodnesse, by venue and by grace, 69o
He never assembled hem, as semeth me,

To put Pith out of his dwelling-place.'

Za D. ' Pith of right ought to be resonable,
And to no wight of greet disavantage;
There-as is nede, it shuld be profitable, 695

And to the pitous sh_ewing no damage.
If a lady wil do so greet out-rage
To shewe pit_, and cause her own debate,
Of such pith cometh dispitous rage,
And of the love also right deedly hate.' ¢oo

/.am. 'To comforte hem that live al comfortlesse,
That is no harm, but worship to your name;

But y'e, that bere an herte of such duresse,
And a fair body formed to the same,
If I durst say, ye winne al this defame 705
By Cruelth, which sitteth you ful il,
But-if Pith, which may al this attame,
In your high herte may rest and tary stil.'

La 2). 'What-ever he be that sayth he loveth me,

And peraventure, I leve that it be so, 7_o
Ought he be wroth, or shulde I blamed be,
Though I did noght as he wolde have me do?
If I medled with suche or other mo,

It might be called pit_ manerlesse ;
And, afterward ifI shulde live inwo, 7'5

Than to repent it were to late, I gesse.'

/..am. 'O marble herte, and yet more hard, pardb,
Which mercy may nat pen:e, for no labour,

688. F. H. Ff. felt; Th. rule. Th. great. 69x. H. F. semeth: Th. seined.
694. H. F. of; Th.dono. 696. F. damage; H. da,mmage;"rh.Ff_dona_,e.
697. H. F. ore.wil. 699. H. dis_tous. 700. lm sucne; rl. J_.r,:.rue,
7oz. Th.H. harme. H.F. F_.worship; Th.comforte. 703. H. F. Ff. herean;
Th. hauea. TILH. suche-" 704- H. F. Ff. ore.And. .411fayre. H.F.
F£ body;Th.lady(!). H. formedto ;F. Ff. y.formedto; Th.I musta_rme_).
7xo. H.F. Yf.that ;Th.weL 7xa. H. noght; Th.not. 7J4- _- r. rl.
manerles;Th. mercylesse. 7xT.HereH. F. agreew/tttTh.aga/n. Ff.marbre.
Th.H. harde,

*** ye • t /
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More strong to bowe than is a mighty tree,
What vayleth you to shewe so greet rigour ? 7zo

Plese it you more to see me dy this hour
Before your eyen, for your disport and play,
Than for to shewe som comfort or soeour

To respite deth, that chaseth me alway!'

Za 2). 'Of your disese ye may have allegeaunce; 72S

And as for myn, I lete it over-shake.
Also, ye shal not dye for my plesaunce,
Nor for your hale I can no surety make.

I nil nat hate myn hen for others sake ;
Wepe they, laugh they, or sing, this I waraunt, 730
For this mater so wel to undertake

That non of you shal make therof avaunt !'

/.am. ' I can no skil of song; by god aloon,
I have more cause to wepe in your presence ;
And wel I wot, avauntour am I noon, 735

For certainly, I love better silence.
Oon shuld nat love by his hertes credence

But he were sure to kepe it secretly ;
For avauntour is of no reverence

Whan that his tonge is his most enemy.' 740

/,a .D. ' Male-bouche in courte hath greet commaundement ;
Ech man studieth to say the worst he may.

These fals lovers, in this tyme now present,
They serve to boste, to jangle as a jay.
The most secret wil wel that some men say 745

Hgw he mistrusted is on some paxtyes;
Wherfore to ladies what men speke or pray,

It shuld not be bileved in no wyse.'

7no. H. F. Ff. vaileth; Th. auayleth. Th. great. 72I. H. F. Please ; Th.
Pleaseth. Th. H. dye. 722. Th.H. dyaporte. 723. H.F. Ff. or; Th. and.
724. Th. H. dethe. H.F. that ; Th. whiche. 725. Th. H. disease. 726.
H. F. Ff. shake; Th. slake. 7a8. Th. heale. 729. H. F. Ff. nyl ; Th. wyl.
H.F.Ff. hatemynherte; Th. hnrtemyselfe. 73o. Th.theyI; H.F. Ff.thisI.
73'. H. F. wel to : Th. wyl I. 73_- H. F. yon ; Th. hem. 733- H. noo ;
Th. nat. H.F. Ff. song ; Th. loue. Th. alone. 735. H. F. Ff. I ; Th. ye.
Th. H. wote. Th. none. 737. Th. One ; H. On. 739. Th. H. a vauntour;

l. 735. 74*. Th. great. 744- H. F. Ff. to boste ; Th. best. 745.
wilwele; F. Ff. willewel; Th. ywis. H.F. Ff. that; Th. yet. 746.

H. F. on ; Th. in. F. Th. partyse ; Ff. partyes ; H. pmty. 747. H. F.
Ff. what ; Th. whan so. Th. say (far pray). 748. H. F. shal ; FL schuld ;
Th. shulde.
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Zam. ' Of good and il shal be, and is alway ;
The world is such; the erth it is not playn. 7so
They that be good, the preve sheweth every day,
And otherwyse, gret villany, certayn.
Is it resoun, though oon his tonge distayne
With cursed speche, to do him-self a shame,
That such refuse shuld wrongfully remayne 755
Upon the good, renommed in their fame ?'

Z.a 29. ' Suche as be nought, whan they here tydings newe,
That eeh trespas shal lightly have pardoun,
They that purposen to be good and trewe--
Wel set by noble disposicioun 760
To continue in.good condicioun--
They are the first that fallen in damage,
And ful freely their hertes abandoun
To litel faith, with softe and fayr langage.'

Zam. ' Now knowe I wel, of very certaynt_, 765
Though oon do trewly, yet shal he be shent,
Sith al maner of justice and pit_
Is banisshed out of a ladyes entent.
I can nat see but al is at oo stent,
The good and il, the vyce and eek vertue ! 77o
Suche as be good shal have the punishment
For the trespas of hem that been untrewe!'

Za 29. ' I have no power you to do grevaunce,
Nor to punisshe non other creature;
But, to eschewe the more encomberaunce, 7:5

To kepe us from you al, I hold e it sure.
Fals semblaunce hath a visage ful demure,
Lightly to cacche the ladies in a-wayt ;

750. Th. H. suche. Th. Ff. erth ; H. F. dethe. H.F. F£ it is not ; Th. is
not _I. 7bz. H. F. preve : Th. profe. 752. Th. great villony. 753- F. Ff.
Isit; Th.H. Itis. Th.H. one. 755. H.F. refuse. 756. Th. renomed;
H. renommeed.F. H. her(for their). 757. Th.here; H. herde. 758-Th.
H. eche. 759. H. purposen; F. porposya; Th. pursuen. 76o. So H.
F. FL ; Th.Wyl notset bynoneil d. 76i. Th.in euery; H. F. om.euery.
763. FL thair;F. ther; H_theym; Th. the. F.H. om.hertes. 764.
Th.fatthe. Th. Fir.softea_ndfayre; H. faireandsofte. 766. F. H.
Though; Th. Ff. If. ,411one. 768. H. banshid. 769. H. F. oo; Th. one.
77o.Th. the (for Is/and); H. F. and. Ff. eke; resteke the. 77I. H.
F£ shal; Th. such. 772. H. F. ben; Ff. beth; Th. lyne. 777. F. H. Ff.
visage; Th. face(1). 778. H. F. Ff. the; Th.these. Th. H. Ff. a wayte.

Y 2
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Wherefore we must, if that we wil endure,

Make right good watch ; lol this is my conceyt.' 780

Zam. ' Sith that of grace oo goodly word aloon
May not be had, but alway kept in store,

I pele to god, for he may here my moon,
Of the duresse, which greveth me so sore.

And of pit_ I pleyn me further-more, 78s
Which he rotgut, in al his ordinaunce,
Or els my lyf to have ended before,
Which he so sone put out of r6membraunce.'

Za Z). 'My herr, nor I, have don you no forfeyt,
By which ye shulde complayne in any kynde. 790

There hurteth you nothing but your conceyt ;
Be juge your-self; for so ye shal it fynde.
Ones for alway let this sinke in your mynde--
That ye desire shal never rejoysed be I

Ye noy me sore, in wasting al this wynde; 795
For I have sayd y-nough, as semeth me.'

Verba A.uetoris.

This woful man roos up in al his payne,
And so parted, with weping countenaunce ;

His woful heft almost to-brast in twayne,
Ful lyke to dye, forth walking in a trounce, 8oo

And sayd, 'Now, deeth, corn forth! thy-self avaunce,
Or that myn herr forgete his propert_ ;
And make shorter al this woful penaunce
Of my pore lyre, ful of adversitY!'

Fro thens he went, but whider wist I nought, 803
Nor to what part he drow, in sothfastnesse;

779. F. H. Ff. yf that we wil ; Th if we wyl here. 780. Th• H• con.c.eyte.
_8I. F. H. oo ; Th. a. Th. worde. H.F. Ff. aUone; Th. nat one. 78_.

• H. not : Th. howe. Th. kepte. 783. H. F. Ff. pele ; Th. appele. All
mone (read moon). 785. H. F£ pleyne me ; F. pleyn me ; Th. complayne.
786. Th. H. forgate. 787• H. ellen. 788. Ft. H. F. he so so_e put ; Th. so
tone am put. 789. Th. H. forfeyte. 79x. So tI. F. Ff. ; Th. Nothing hurteth
_u but yourowne eonceyte. 792. H. _ ye. 793. H. F. Ones for ;

• Thus. 794. So H.F£ ; soF. (witJt the/or ye) ; Th. That your desyre
• hal neuerrecoueredbe. 796• Th. ynoughe. TITLE ; in H. 797- Th.'
rose ; H. rotse. H.F. al in ; Th. Ff. in al. 798. Ff. partyd; rest departed.
799- Th. to-brast; H. F. Ff. it brest. 800. H. forthwalky_; Th. Ft.
walkynge forth. 8ol. Th. o#s.Now. 803. Th. Ff. shorter; ft. ihorte ;
F. short. 805. H. F£ whider; Th. whither. 806. F. party. F. FL
draw ; H. drowh ; Th. drewe.
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But he no more was in his ladies thought,

For to the daunce anon she gan her dresse.
And afterward, oon tolde me thus expresse,

He rente his heer, for anguissh and for payne, 81o
And in him-self took so gret hevinesse

That he was deed, within a day or twayne.

Lenvoy. '

Ye trew lovers, this I beseche you al,
Such _'avantours, flee hem in every wyse,

And as people defamed ye hem cal ; 815
For they, trewly, do you gret prejudyse.
Refus hath mad for al such flateryes

His castelles strong, stuffed with ordinaunce,
For they have had long tyme, by their offyce,
The heel countr_ of Love in obeysaunce. 820

And ye, ladyes, or what estat ye be,
In whom Worship hath chose his dwelling-place,

For goddes love, do no such crueltb,
Namely, to hem that have deserved grace.
Nor in no wyse ne folowe not the trace s2S
Of her, that here is named rightwisly,

Which by resoun, me semeth, in this case

May be called LA BELLE DAME SANS MERCY.

Verba Translatoris.

Go, litel book! god sende thee good passage!

Chese wel thy way; be simple of manere ; 830

Loke thy clothing be lyke thy pilgrimage,
And specially, let this be thy prayere
Un-to hem al that thee wil rede or here,

Whet thou art wrong, after their help to cal
Thee to correcte in any part or al. 835

809. Th. FLthus; H. it; F.om. 8xI. Th. great. TI'rL_; in. Th. 8I 3.
H. F. Fir.Ye ; Th. The. F. trew; H. trewe ; Th. true. Th. tht_ ; H. Ff. this.
8I4. Ff. aventours; rest avcvtures (see note). Th. flie ; H. F. fie. 816. Th.

t. 8x7. Th. omlts tldLrline ; frem H. F. Ff. H.F. made. H.F. Ff.
a_te_e- 821. Th.H. tmtate; Ff. mttate. 822. H.F. Ff. In; Th. Of. 824.
Ff. haue ; F. hath ; H. ore. Th. emit: tat line. 825. H. folwe ye not; F.
folowe ye not ; Ff. folowe not; Th. foule not. .4fttr 828, F. hasuF_.xplicit la
bele dame sanz mercy ; H. F. Verba translatoris. 829. Th. H. Ff. the.
83_ I'L F. ore. aL All the. 834. Th. hir (.for their). 835. Th. H. The.
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Pray hem also, with, thyn humble servyce,
Thy bold_nesse to pardon in this case;
For els thou art not able, in no wyse,
To make thy-self appere in any place.

And furthermore, beseche hem, of their grace, 840

By their favour and supportacioun,
To take in gree this rude translacioun,

The which, god wot, standeth ful destitute

Of eloquence, of metre, and of coloures,
Wild as a beest, naked, without refute, 845

Upon a playne to byde al maner shoures.
I can no more, but aske of hem socoures

At whos request thou mad were in this wyse,

Commaunding me with body and servyse.

Right thus I make an ende of this processe, 850

Beseching him that al hath in balaunce
That no trew man be vexed, caus_lesse,
/ks this man was, which is of r6membraunce ;

And al that doon their faythful observaunce,
And in their" trouth purpose hem to endure, 855
I pray god sende hem better aventure.

Ex_lidt.

837. Th. cace ; H. caas. 838. H. eiles. 84o, 84L Th. her (for their).
843. Th. H. wore. 844. Th. ons.and. 845. H. F. Wilde ; Th.'F£ Lyke.
846. Ff. tabyde ; Th. to abyfle. 847. H. axe. 848. Th. Ff. were made;
F. was made ; H. made was. 85o. H. F. Ff. processe ; Th. pros.sea. 85a.
Th. H. trewe. 854. Th. doae her; Ff. do thair; H. dothe here; F. doth
thair. 855. Th. her (._r their). After 856 ; Th, Explicit ; H. Amen.



XVII.

THE TESTAMENT OF CRESSEID.

tl

NE dooly sesoun to ane cairfull dyte
Suld correspond, and be equivalent.

Richt sa it wes quhen I began to wryte
This tragedy ; the wedder richt fervent,
Quhen Aries, in middis of the Lent, 5
Shouris of haill can fra the north discend;
That scantly fra the cauld I micht defend.

Yit nevertheles, within myn orature
I stude, quhen Tytan had his bemis bricht
Withdrawin doun and sylit under cure ; xo
And fair Venus, the bewty of the nicht,
Uprais, and set unto the west full richt
Hir goldin face, in oppositioun
Of god Phebus direct discending doun.

Throwout the glas hir bemis brast sa fair z5
That I micht see, on every syde me by,
The northin wind had purifyit the air,
And shed the misty cloudis fm the sky.
The froist freisit, the blastis bitterly
Fra pole Artyk come quhisling loud and shill, 2o
And causit me femur aganis my will

From E. (Edinburghedition,x593); collatedwit_ Th. (Thyme,ed. x53_).
x. E. Ane; Th.A (often). E. doolie; Th. doly. E. to; Th. tyl. 4- E.
tragedie(I _sh'tut_-y for -ie). 6. E. So.houris(I su_stiluteSh-for Sch-).
7"Th.mDt medefeade. 8. F_oratur;Th. orature. _o. Th. styled.
I6. BOth_e. 17. Th. n0rthem, xS. Th. shecldeM_ rg. Th. frost.
2o. E. Arfick;Th. Artike. Th. whi_dryng. 2x.E. remufe;Th.remoue.
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For I tralstit that Venus, luifis quene,
To quhom sum-tyme I hecht obedience,
My faidit hart of luf sho wald mak grene ;

And thempon, with humbil reverence, 2S
I thocht to pray hir hy magnificence;

But for greit cald as than I lattit was,
And in my chalmer to the fyr can pas.

Thocht luf be hait, yit in ane man of age
It kendillis nocht sa sone as in youthheicl, 30

Of quhom the blude is flowing in ane rage ;

And in the auld the curage ¢ douf and deid,
Of quhilk the fyr outward is best remeid,
To help be phisik quhair that nature failit ;
I am expert, for baith I have assailit. 35

I mend the fyr, and beikit me about,
Than tuik ane drink my spreitis to comfort,
And armit me weill fra the cauld thairout.

To cut the winter-nicht, and mak it short,

I tuik ane qualr, and left all uther sport, 40
Writtin be worthy Chaucer glorious,
Of fair Cresseid and lusty Troilus.

And thair I fand, efter that Diomeid

Ressavit had that lady bricht of hew,
How Troilus neir out of wit abraid, 4S

And weipit soir, with visage paill of hew;

For quhilk wanhope his teiris can renew,
Quhill tesperans rejoisit him agane:

Thus quhyl in joy he .levit, quhyl in pane.

Of hir behest he had greit comforting, 50
Traisting to Troy that sho suld mak retour,

Quhilk he desyrit maist of eircUy thing,
For-quhy sho was his only paramour.

24- Th. faded. 28. Th. chambre. Bot_ fyre. _ . E. lufe ; Th loue.
3o. E. youtheid ; Th. gouthheed. 3a. E. doff ; Th. dul_; read dour. 34-
F_.phisike. 36. E. mend ; Th. made. Bot_fyre. Th. beaked. ._.37.
E. ane ; Th. I. 4o. Th. queare. 4a. E. worthy ; Th. lusty. 43- Th.
founde. 45. Th. of his wytte abrede. 46. Th. wepte. 48, Th. esperous;
E. Esperus. 49- E. quhyle. Th. and while (foe 2m/quhyl). 5x.F_..suld ;
Th. wolde. 5_. Th. oral erthly.
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Bot quhen he saw passit baith day and hour
Of hir gaincome, than sorrow can oppres _,_
His woful hart in cair and hevines.

Of his distres me neidis noeht reheirs,

For worthy Chaucer, in the samin bulk,
In guidly tennis and in joly veirs
Compylit he_ his cairis, quha will luik. 6o
To brek my sleip ane uther quair I tuik,
In quilk I fand the fatall desteny
Of fair Cresseid, that endit wretchitly.

Quha wait gif all that Chauceir wrait was trew ?
Nor I wait nocht gif this narratioun 65
Be authoreist, or fenyeit of the new
Be sum poeit, throw his inventioun,
Maid to report the lamentatioun
And woful end of this lusty Cresseid,
And quhat distres sho thoillit, and quhat deid. 70

Quhen Diomed had all his appetyt,
And mair, fulfillit of this fair lady,
Upon ane uther he set his haill delyt,
And send to hir ane lybel of r_pudy,
And hir excludit fra his company. 7._
Than desolait sho walkit up and doun,
And, sum men sayis, into the court commoun.

O fair Cresseidl the flour and A-/tr-se
Of Troy and Greee, how was thou fortunait,
To change in filth all thy feminitee, So
And be with fleshly lust sa maeulait,
And go amang the Greikis air and lair
Sa giglot-lyk, takand thy foull plesanee!
I have pity thee suld fall sic mischance!

55. E. ganecome; Th. gayncome_Th. m (for than;. 58. Th. in that
same. 63. Th.whichended. 66. Th. authorysedor forged. 67. Th.
Ofsome; by (for throw). 7o. Th. shewasin orshe deyde. 7L Bot_
appetyte. 73. Th. settewasal hisdelyte. 74. Th.ore. of. 77. Th.As

Yh_were. 80. E. feminitie. 82. Th.early(/'orsir). 8+ Th.the; E. thow.
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Yit nevertheles, quhat-ever men deme or say 85
In scornful langage of thy brukilnes,
I sall excuse, als far-furth as I may,
Thy womanheid, thy wisdom, and fairnes,
The quilk Fortoun hes put to sic distres
As hir pleisit, and na-thing throw the gilt 9°
Of thee, throw wikkit langage to be spilt.

This fair lady, in this wys destitut
Of all comfort and consolatioun,
Richt prively, but fellowship, on fut
Disgysit passit far out of the toun 93
Ane myle or twa, unto ane mansioun
Beildit full gay, quhair hir father Calchas,
Quhilk than amang the Greikis dwelland was.

Quhan he hir saw, the caus he can inquyr
Of hir turning ; sho said, syehing full soir, lOO
'Fm Diomeid had gottin his desyr
He wox wery, and wald of me no moir!'
Quod Calchas, 'Douchter, weip thow not thairfoir;
Peraventure all cummis for the best;
Welcum to me ; thow art full deir ane gest.' xo5

This auld Calchas, efter the law was tho,
Wes keeper of the tempill, as ane preist,
In quhilk Venus and lair son Cupido
War honourit ; and his chalmer was thaim neist;
To quhilk Cresseid, with baill aneuch in breist, xlo
Usit to pas, hir prayeris for to say;
Quhill at the last, upon ane solempne day,

As custom was, the pepill far and neir,
Befoir the none, unto the tempill went
With sacrifys devoit in thair maneir. H5

86. E. scornefull. E. bmkkilnes; Th. brutelnesse. 88. E. wisdome.
9I. E. wickit. 92. E. in; Th.on. Bol_wysedestitute. 94- E. but;
Th. without. Th. orrefute; F_..on lute. 95. E. Disagysit; Th. Dissheuelde.
Th. passedout. 99. E. inquyre;Th. enquyre. 1ox. Bot_ desyre, xoS.
E, sone; Th. sonne, zo9. E. hir; Th.his. Th. chambre.E. t_nme; Th.
ore. ]xo. E. aneuchin;Th. chewed. Ix3. Bot_ custome, xxb. Botli
sacrifice. Th.deuout.
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But still Cresseid, hevy in hir intent,
In-to the kirk wald not hit-self present,

For giving of the pepil ony deming
Of hir expuls fra Diomeid the king:

But past into ane secreit orature _2o
Quhair sho micht weip hir wofull desteny.

Behind hir bak sho cloisit fast the dure,
And on hir kn_is bair fell down in hy.
Upon Venus and Cupid angerly

Sho cryit out, and said on this same wys, 12_
'Allas! that ever I maid yow sacrifys !

Ye gave me anis ane devyn responsaill
That I suld be the /tour of luif in Troy ;
Now am I maid an unworthy outwaill,

And all in cair translatit is my joy. 13o
Quha sall me gyde? quha sall me now convoy,
Sen I fra Diomeid and nobill Troilus

Am clene excludit, as abject odious ?

O fals Cupide, is nane to wyte bot thow

And thy mother, of luf the blind goddes! _35
Ye causit me alwayis understand and trow
The seid of luf was sawin in my face,

And ay grew grene throw your supply and grace.
But now, alias! that seid with froist is slane,

And I fra luifferis left, and all forlane!' _4o

Quhen this was said, doun in ane extasy,

Ravishit in spreit, intill ane dream sho fell ;
And, be apperance, hard, quhair sho did ly,
Cupid the king ringand ane silver bell,

Quhilk men micht heir fra herin unto hell; x45
At quhais sound befoir Cupide appeiris

The sevin planetis, distending fra thair spheiris,

x t7. Th. churche, xz8. E. givia ; Th. gyueag. E. pepill; Th. people.

12o. Th. or_ore, x22. T_h.closed; dore. x24. Bottt Cupide. 125.Th. om. rmme. Bot_wyse. " x26. E. Allace; Th. Alas. _atksacrifice.
x_7. E. devine ; Th. diuyne, x3a. E. Sea ; Th. Sithe. x35. E. lufe; Th.
lone. E. the; Th. that. x36. Th. vaderstande alway. I37. E. lure;
Th. loue. x38. Th. souple grace, x39. E. sUace ; Th. alas. Th. frost.
z4o. Th. louers; -layne. 143. Th. herde. 144. Bot_t Cupide. E. ringand;
Th. tyakyng, x45. Th. in-to, x47. Th. speres.
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Quhilk hes powbr of all thing generS.bill
To reull and steir, be thaix greit influence,
Wedder and wind and coursis vari_tbilL 15o

And first of all Saturn gave his sentence,

Quhilk gave to Cupid litill reverence,
But as ane busteous churl, on his maneir,

Corn crabbitly, with auster luik and cheir.

His face fronsit, his lyr was lyk the leid t S3
His teith chatterit and cheverit with the chin

His ene drowpit, how, sonkin in his held
Out of his nois the meldrop fast can tin

With lippis bla, and cheikis leine and thin
The yse-shoklis that fra his hair doun hang x6o

Was wonder greit, and as ane speir als lang.

Atour his belt his lyart lokkis lay
Felterit unfair, ourfret with froistis hoir ;

His garmound and his t gyte full gay of gray;
His widderit weid fra him the wind out woir. 165
Ane busteous bow within his hand he boir ;

Under his gyrdil ane flash of feUoun flanis

Fedder/t with yse, and heidit with hail-stanis.

Than Juppiter richt fair and ami_bill,
God of the stamis in the firmament, 17o

And nureis to all thing[is] gener_bill,
Fra his father Saturn far different,

With burely face, and browis bricht and brent ;
Upon his held ane garland wonder gay
Of flouris fair, as it had been in May. x7s

zSO.Th. course. X._LBoth Satume. xSa. Both Cupide. ]53.
Th. boystous. E. on; Th. in. x54. Both Colne. E. crabitlie; Th.
crabbedly. Th. austryne. ]55. E. fromit (for fronsit) ; TIL frounsed.
E. lyre; Th. 1ere. Both lyke. ]56. Th. sheuered. 1._7.Th. drouped hole.
]58. E. of; Th. at. Th. myldrop. ] 59. Th. blo. x6o. E. ic.eschoklis ; Th.
yse-yckels. I6a. E. Atouir ; Th. Attour. ]63. E. ovirfret ; Th. ouerfret;
readouffret. X64. Th. garment. E. gyis; Th. gate; _._ I.x78. x6._.
Th. wyddred; wore. x66. Th. bonstons;bor[e]. ]67. E. gyrdill. Th.
2 fasshe (t) ; flaym. ]68. Th. holstayns (l). ]7o. Th. sterres. ]Tx.
Th. notice ; thinge, x7a. Both Satume. ]7& Th. bm'ly. ] 74.
Th. wonders, z75. E. bene; Th. ben.
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His voice was cleir, as cristal wer his ene;

As goldin wyr sa glitterand was his hair ;
His garmound and his gyte full gay of grene,
With goldin listis gilt on every gair;
Ane burely brand about his middill bair. _8o

In his right hand he had ane groundin speir,
Of his father the wraith fra us to weir.

Nixt efter him corn Mars, the god of ire,
Of stryf, debait, and all dissensioun;
To chyde and fecht, als feirs as ony fyr; _s5

In hard harnes, hewmound and habirgeoun,
And on his hanche ane rousty fell fachioun :
And in his hand he had ane rousty sword,

Wrything his face with mony angry word.

Shaikand his sword, befoir Cupide he corn x9o

With reid visage and grisly glowrand ene;
And at his mouth ane bullar stude of fome,

Lyk to ane bair quhetting his tuskis kene
R.icht tuilyourdyk, but temperance in tene;
Ane horn he blew, with mony bosteous brag, 19._

Quhilk all this warld with weir hes maid to wag.

Than fair Phebus, lanteme and lamp of licht

Of man and beist, baith frute and flourishing,
Tender nut, is, and banisher of nicht,

And of the warld causing, be his moving 2o_
And influence, lyf in all eirdly thing ;

Without comfort of quhom, of force to nocht

Must all ga dy, that in this warm is wrocht.

As king roy_ill he raid upon his chair,
The quhilk Phaeton gydit sum-tyme unricht; 905
The brichtnes of his face, quhen it was hair,

177. E. wyre ; Th. wyer. Th. glyttryng. I78. Th. garment. F_.gyis ;
Th. gyte. xSo. TIL A burly ; myddle he beare, x82. Th. wrathe. E.
weir ; Th. here. 183. E. come ; Th. came. t 84. E. strife; Th. stryfe.
I85. Both b/re. I86. Th. _ewmonde. 187. Th. fauchoun, xgo. Th.
Shakyng his brande. _ol)i c_ae. z9I. T.h. glowyng, x92. E. bullar ;
TIL blubber, x93. Th. boore, z9¢. E. tuilyeour ; Th. tulsure _!).
Bold lyke. x9S. Bot/_ home; Th. ore. he. Th. bomtous, x96. E. wetr;
Th. wane. 199. Th. norice, sol. Bot,$1)-re. Th. erthly, ao3. Th.
ore.all. Th. that al this worlde hath. 2o4. Th. a chafe. 205. Th.
Phiton somtyme gyded. E. upricht (I); Th. unrlght.
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Nane micht behald for peirsing of his sicht.

This goldin cart with fyry bemes bricht
Four yokkit steidis, full different of hew,
But bait or tyring throw the spheiris drew. 2to

The first was soyr, with mane als reid as rois,
Callit E/Sy, in-to the orient;
The secund steid to name hecht Ethi6s,

Quhytly and paill, and sum-deill ascendent;
The thrid Peros, richt hait and richt fervent; 2x5
The feird was blak, callit 5"Philegoney,

Quhilk rollis Phebus down in-to the sey.

Venus was thair present, that goddes gay,
Hir sonnis querrel for to defend, and mak
Hir awin complaint, cled in ane nyce array, 220

The ane half grene, the uther half sabill-blak;
Quhyte hair as gold, kemmit and shed abak ;

But in hir face semit greit variance,
Quhyles perfit treuth, and quhyl_s inconstance.

Under smyling sho was dissimulait, _25
Provocative with blenkis amorous;

And suddanly changit and alterait,

Angry as ony serpent venemous,
Richt pungitive with wordis odious.

Thus variant sho was, quha list tak kelp, 230

With ane eye lauch, and with the uther weip :-

In taikning that all fleshly paramour,

Quhilk Venus hes in reull and governance,
Is sum-tyme sweit, sum-tyme bitter and sour,
Richt unstabill, and full of variance, 235
Mingit with cairfull joy, and fals plesance;

Now halt, now cauld ; now blyth, now full of wo ;
Now grene as leif, now widderit and ago.

2xo. Th. speres. 2XL Th. sorde (for soyr). 2x2. Both Eoye. at3.
Th. Ethose. 2x5. Th. Perose ; and eke. 2x6. E. Philologie; Th.
Philologee. 2x8. E. am. gay. 219. Th. am. for. 222. Th. kembet.
2a4. Th. V.hile partite. E. perfyte. 227. .E. suddanely; Th. sodayaly.
228. E. vcx.nemous; Th. venomous. _32. Th. tokenyng. 237- E. blyith ;
Th. blyth. 258. Th. wyddred.
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With buikin hand thancornMercurius,
Richt eloquent and full of rethory ; 240
With p61ite termis and delicious;
With pen and ink to r_port all redy ;
Setting sangis, and singand merily.
His hude was reid, heklit atour his croun,
Lyk to ane poeit of the auld fassoun. 245

Boxis he bair with fine electuairis,
And sugefit syropis for digestioun ;
Spycis belangand to the pothecairis,
With mony hailsum sweit confectioun ;
Doctour in phisik, cled in scarlot goun, 250
And furrit weill, as sic ane aucht to be,
Honest and gude, and not ane word coud le.

Nixt efter him corn lady Cynthia,
The last of all, and swiftest in hir spheir,
Of colour blak, buskit with hornis twa, 255
And in the nicht sho listis best appeir;
Haw as the leid, of colour no-thing cleir.
For all hir licht sho borrowis at hir brothir

Titan; for of hir-self sho hes none uther.

Hir gyte was gray, and full of spottis blak; 260
And on hir breist one churl paintit ful evin,
]3eirand one bunch of thomis on his bak,
Quhilk for his thift micht clim na nat the herin.
Thus quhen they gadderit war, thir goddis sevin,
Mercurius they cheisit with ane assent 265

To be foir-speikar in the parliament.

Quha had ben thair, and lyking for to heir
His facound toung and termis exquisyte,
Of rhetorik the praktik he micht leir,
In breif sermone ane pregnant sentence wryte. 270

239. Both come. 242. E. reddie; Th. redy. 244. E. atouir;Th.
attour. 245. BothLyk_ a5o. E. phisiek. Th. cleddein a scarlet.
a52.E. culd lie ; Th.couthlye. 253.Both come. 254. Th. $pere.
256. Th. tapere, a58. E. hlr (z); Th. the. 260. E. gyse; Th.gyte.
26L E. churle; Th. chorle. 26a. E. bunche; Th.busshe, a63. Th.
theft;no her. a64. Th. _adredwerethe. 267. E, bene. 269.
E.rhctorick; Th. rethorike. E. prettick;Th. praetyke.
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Befoir Cupide vailing his cap a lyte,
Speiris the caus of that vocacioun ;
And he anon shew his intencioun.

' Lot' quod Cupide, 'quha will blaspheme the name
Of his awin god, outhir in word or deid, 27._
To all goddis he dois baith lak and shame,
And suld have bitter panis to his meid.
I say this by yonder wretchit Cresseid,
The quhilk throw me was sum-tyme flour of lure,
Me and my mother starkly can reprufe. 280

Saying, of hir greit infelicit_
I was the caus; and my mother Venus,
Ane blind goddes hir cald, that micht not see,
With slander and defame injurious.
Thus hir leving unclene and lecherous 28S
Sho wald returne on me and [on] my mother,
To quhom I shew my grace abone all uther.

And sen year all sevin deificait,
Participant of d6vyn sapience,
This greit injdry don to our hy estait 290
Me-think with pane we suld mak recompence;
Was never to goddis don sic violence.
As weill for yow as for myself I say ;
Thairfoir ga help to rdvenge, I yow pray.'

Mercurius to Cupid gave answeir, 295
And said, ' Shir king, my counsaU is that ye
Refer yow to the hyest phneit heir,
And tak to him the lawest of degr_,
The pane of Cresseid for to modify;
As god Saturn, with him tak Cynthia.' 30o
' I am content,' quod he, 'to tak thay twa.'

273. E. anone. E. schew; Th. shewde. 276. E. ILk; Th. losse. 278.
E. yone; TILyonder. Th. wretcheCreseyde.. 28o. E. starklie; Th. she
stately, aSx. IL-tie. 283. Th. Shecalleda blyndegoddesandmyght.
286. E. retume;Th.retorte. E. on; Th. in. Isul_ly2ndon. 287. E.
schew; Th.r,hewde(as in 1. 273). Th. aboue_ 289. E,.devyae; Th.

diuyne. _9o. E. iniurie; Th. ininre. Bot_ done. 290. E. hie; Th. _._9a. Bot_goddesdone. 295. Bot_ Cupide. 299. E.modilie;
modifye. 3oo. Bott_Saturne.
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Than thus proceidit Saturn and the Mone,
Quhen thay the mater rypely had degest;
For the dispyt to Cupid sho had done,
And to Venus oppin and manifest, 305
In all hir lyf with pane to be opprest
And torment sair, with seiknes incur_ibill,
And to all lovers be abomin_ibill.

This dulefull sentence Saturn tuik on hand,
And passit doun quhair cairfull Cresseid lay; 3,o
And on hit held he laid ane frosty wand,
Than lawfully on this wyse can he say;
'Thy greit fairnes, and al thy bewty gay,
Thy wantoun blude, and eik thy goldin hair,
Heir I exclude fra thee for evermair, als

I change thy mirth into melancholy,
Quhilk is the mother of all pensivenes ;
Thy moisture and thy heit in cald and dry ;
Thyne insolence, thy play and wantones
To greit diseis: thy pomp and thy riches 32o
In mortall neid ; and greit penuritie
Thow suffer sail, and as ane beggar die.'

O cruel Saturn, fraward and angry,
Hard is thy dome, and to malicious!
On fair Cresseid quhy hes thow na mercy, 3_5
Quhilk was sa sweit, gentiU, and amorous?
Withdraw thy sentence, and be gracious
As thow was never ; so shawls thow thy deid,
Ane wraikfun sentence gevin on fair Cresseid.

Than Cynthia, quhen Saturn past away, 330
Out of hit sait discendit down belyve,
And red ane bill on Cresseid quhair sho lay,
Contening this sentence diffmityve :--

3o3, 309, 323, 330. BothSatume. 304. Bot_tCupide. E. scho; Th. that
she.. 3o5. Th. open. 3o6. Bot/J lyfe. 3o8. E. abhominabill;
Th. a.bhominable. 3o9. Th. dolefal. 318. F-..in; Th. into. 3t9.
E. aad: Th. aad thy. 5ai. E.Ia; Th. Into. E. peaaritie; Th. -te.
._=. Th. shalte. Th. dye. 324. IL malitio_. 325. E. On; Th. Of.
3a8. Th. sheweththrough. 329. Th. ¢_n.fair. 33L Th. scare.

*** Z8 S * S
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' Fm heil of body I thee now depryve,
And to thy seiknes sal be na recure, 333
But in doldur thy dayis to indure.

Thy cristall ene minglit with blude I mak,

Thy voice sa cleir unplesand, hoir, and hace;
Thy lusty lyre ourspred with spottis blak,
And lumpis haw appeirand in thy face. 34o
Quhair thow cummis, ilk man sail flee the place ;
Thus sail thou go begging fra hous to hous,

With cop and clapper, lyk ane loT_qrous.'

This dooly dream, this ugly visioun
Brocht to ane end, Cresseid fra it awoik, 345
And all that court and convocatioun

Yanischit away. Than rais sho up and tuik
Ane poleist glas, and lair shaddow coud luik ;
And quhen sho saw hir face sa d6formait,
Gif sho in hart was wa aneuch, god wait! 3so

Weiping full sair, 'L o! quhat it is,' quod she,
'With fraward langage for to mufe and steir

Our crabbit goddis, and sa is sene on me!
My blaspheming now have I bocht full deir ;
All eirdly joy and mirth I set areir. 3._5

Allas, this day! Allas, this wofull tyde,
Quhen I began with my godd_s to chyde!'

Be this was said, ane child corn fra the hall

To warn Cresseid the supper was redy;
First knokkit at the dure, and syne coud call-- 36o

'Madame, your father biddis you cure in hy ;

He has merveU sa lang on grouf ye ly,
And sayis, "Your pray&s been to lang sum-deill ;
The goddis wait all your intent full weill."'

334- E,.heit ; Th. heale. 336. Th. endure. 338. Th. vnplesaunt
heer. 339. Th. lere. E. ouirspred; Th. ouerspr_t. 34a. E. This ;
Th. Thus. 343. Th. cuppe. .Both 1)ke. 344..Both dr__m_:E.
uglye. 347. Th. rose she. 348. Th. polysshed. E. cul.d; Th.
couth. 349. E. face ; Th. visage. 35o. Th. were wo, I ne wyte god
wate. 35a. Th. ore. for. E. mule; Th. moue. 353- E. craibit;
Th. crabbed. 35._. Th. erthly. 356. E. Allace ; Th. Alas. 357.
357- E. for to; Th. ont. for. 358. E. come; Th. came. 359..Balh warne.
Th. Creseyde. E. reddy; Th. redy. 36o. E. syne culd ; Th. efte c,outh.
36a. E. merwel ; Th. marueyle. 363. E. prayersbene ; Th. bedes bethe.
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Quod sho, ' Fair child, ga to my father deir, 365
And pray him cure to speik with me anon.'
And sa he did, and said, 'Douchter, quhat cheir?'
' Alias !' quod she, ' father, my mirth is gon !'
' How sa?' quod he ; and sho can all expone,
As I have tauld, the vengeance and the wrak, 3;,0
For hir trespas, Cupide on hir coud tak.

He luikit on hir ugly lipper face,
The quhilk befor was quhyte as lilly-flour ;
Wringand his handis, oftymes he said, All,as!
That he had levit to see that wofull hour! 37._
For he knew weill that thair was na succour

To hir seiknes ; and that dowblit his pane;
Thus was thair cair aneuch betwix tham twane.

Quhen thay togidder murnit had full lang,
Quod Cresseid, 'Father, I wald not be kend; 380
Thairfoir in secreit wyse ye let me gang
To yon hospitall at the tounis end;
And thidder sum meit, for cheritie, me send
To leif upon; for all mirth in this eird
Is fra me gane ; sik is my wikkit weird.' 385

Than in ane mantill and ane bevar hat,
With cop and clapper, wonder prively,
He opnit ane secreit yet, artd out thairat
Convoyit hir, that na man suld espy,
Unto ane village half ane myle thairby; 39°
Deliverit hir in at the spittail-hous,
And dayly sent lair part of his almous.

Sum knew hir weill, and sum had na knawlege
Of hir, becans sho was sa d6formait
With bylis blak, ourspred in hir visage, 395
And hir fair colour faidit and alterait.

365. Both ehylde. 366. Both anone. 368. Bothgone. 37o.
E. wraik; Th.wrske. , 37L E. enid. 372. E. uglye. Th. lepers.
374. Th. ore.he. 378. TI_.ynow. E. thame;Th. hem. 38o. Th. Creseyde.
382. Th. To yon; E. Untoyone. 383. Th.charite. 384. Th. lyue;erthe.
385. Th. werthe(!). 586. E. Than; Th. Whan(!). Th. Beuer;E. bawar.
387. Th. cuppe. 388. Th.secretegate. 389. Th.Conueyed. 39o.
Th. Thereto. 393. E. knawledge. 395. E. ovirspred; Th.ouerspred.
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Yit thay presumit, for hir hy regmit

And still murning, sho was of nobill kin ;
With better will thairfoir they tuik hir in.

The day passit, and Phebus went to rest, 400
The cloudis blak ourquhelmit all the sky ;

God wait gif Cresseid was ane sorrowful gest,
Seeing that uncouth fair and herbery.
But melt or drink sho dressit hir to ly
In ane dark comer of the hous allone ; 405
And on this wyse, weiping, sho maid hir mone.

Tho Complaint of Oressoid.

'O sop of sorrow sonken into cair!
O caytive Cresseid ! now and ever-mair

Gane is thy joy and all thy mirth in eird ;
Of all blyithnes now art thow blaiknit bair ; 4xo
Thair is na salve may sail thee of thy sair!

Fell is thy fortoun, wikkit is thy weird;
Thy blis is baneist, and thy baill on breird!

Under the eirth god gif I gravin wet,

Quhar nane of Grece nor yit of Troy micht heird! 4_s

Quhalr is thy chalmer, wantounly besene
With burely bed, and bankouris browderit bene,

Spycis and wynis to thy collatioun ;
The cowpis all of gold and silver shene,

The swete meitis servit in plaittis clene, 4,0

With saipheron sals of ane gude sessoun;

Thy gay garmentis, with mony gudely goun,
Thy plesand lawn pinnit with goldin prene ?

All is areir thy greit royLll renounI

597. E. hie ; Th. hye. 399. Th. there (for thairfoir). 4oi. E. ovir-
quhelmit; Th. ouerheled. 4o_.'E. was; Th. were. 4o3. Th. fare.
4o5, 4o6. Perhaps read alane, mane. 4o8. E. cative ; Th. caytife.. E. for
now; Th. ont. for. 4o9. Th. erthe. 4to. Th. blake and bare. 4xL
Th. helpe (for saifthee of). 4xa. Th. werthe (!). 4t$. Th. bale vnberd (1)
414. Th. Vnder the great god. 415. Th. men (for nane). Th. herd 4J6_
Th. ehambre. 417. Th. burly; bankers brouded. 418. Th. wyne.
419, Th. ¢uppes. 42o. Th. plates, 42t. Th. sauery sauce. 4a3. Th.
pene (1). 4a4. Th. arere.
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Quhair is thy garding, with thir greissis gay 425
And fresshe flouris, quhilk the quene Floray

Had paintit plesandly in every pane,
Quhair thou was wont full merily in May
To walk, and tak the dew be it was day,

And heir the merle and mavis mony ane; 430
With ladyis fair in carrolling to gane,

And see the royal rinkis in thair array
In garmentis gay, gamischit on every grane?

Thy greit triumphand fame and hy honour,
Quhair thou was callit of eirdly wichtis flour, 435

All is decayit ; thy weird is welterit so,
Thy hy estait is tumit in darknes dour!
This lipper ludge tak for thy burelie bour,

And for thy bed tak now ane bunch of stro.
For waillit wyne and meitis thou had tho, 44°

Tak mowlit breid, peirry, and syder sour;
But cop and clapper, now is all ago.

My cleir voice and my courtly carrolling,
Quhair I was wont with ladyis for to ging,

Is rawk as ruik, full hiddeous, hoir, and hace; 44S
My plesand port all utheris precelling,
Of lustines I was held maist conding ;

Now is deformit the rigour of my face;
To luik on it na leid now lyking hes.

Sowpit in syte, I say with sair sichingm 450
Lugeit amang the lipper-leid--"Alas!"

O ladyis fair of Troy and Grece, attend
My misery, quhilk nane may comprehend,

My frivoll fortoun, my infelicitie,
My greit mischief, quhilk na man can amend. 455

425. Th. thygreces. 430. E. mawis. 43a. Th. renkes. E. array; Th.
ray. Th. omitslL 433-437. 434,437- E. hie. 438."Th. leperloge.
E. burelie; Th. goodly. 439- E. bunche; Th. bonch. 44x. E. peirrie;
Th pirate. E. ceder; Th_.syder. 442. Th. cuppe. 443. E. ore.my.
444. Th. ore.t&isline. 445. Th.nmkeasroke,ful hidousheer. Th. ore.
11.446, 447. 448. Th. Deformedis. 449- Th. no pleople (st2)hath
lykyng(I). 450. Th. Solpedin syght. 45x. E. Ludgeit; Th. Lyeng.
Th. leper folke. E. _tl.lace; Th alas. 458- Th. omits. 454. Th.
freylefortune.
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Be war in tyme, approchis neir the end,
And in your mynd ane mirrour mak of me.
As I am now, peradventure that ye,

For all your micht, may cure to that same end,
Or ellis war, gif ony war may be. 460

Nocht is your faimes bot ane faiding flour,
Nocht is your famous laud and hy honour

Bot wind inflat in uther mennis eiris;
Your roising reid to rotting sall retour.
Exempill mak of me in your memour, 46._

Quhilk of sic thingis wofull withes beiris.
All welth in eird away as wind it weiris ;

Be war thairfoir ; approchis neir the hour ;
Fortoun is fikkil, quhen sho beginnis and steiris.'m

Thus chydand with her drery desteny, 470
Weiping, sho woik the nicht fra end to end,
But all in vane; hir dule, hir cairfuU cry
Micht nocht remeid, nor yit hir murning mend.
Ane lipper-lady rais, and till hir wend,
And said, 'Quhy spumis thou aganis the wall, 475
To sla thyself, and mend na-thing at all ?

Sen that thy weiping dowbillis bot thy wo,
I counsall thee mak vertew of ane neid,
To leir to clap thy clapper to and fro,
And tlive efter the law of lipper-leid.' 480
Thair was na buit, bot forth with thame sho yeid
Fra place to place, quhill cauld and hounger sair
Compellit hir to be ane rank beggair.

That samin tyme, of Troy the gamisoun,
Quhilk had to ehiftane worthy Troilus, 485
Throw jeopardy of weir had strikkin doun
Knichtis of Grece in number mervellousr.

E.4_5. Th. wartherfore;yourende. 456. Th.placesafter1.46o. 459.
that; Th. the. 46o. Th worse,if anyworse. 464. Th. rosyng.

465. Th. memore. 468. Th.yourhour. 469. Th. omits. 47I.
Th. woke. 47a. Th.dole. 473. Th. remedyne. 474- Th. rose.
477. E, Sen; Th.Sithe. E. ore.that. Th. butdoubleth. 479. E. To leir;
Th. Go leme. 48o. F_.leir; Tit. leme; read_ive. Th.leperslede. 486.
Th. warre.
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With greit tritimph and laud victorious
Agane to Troy richt royally thay raid
The way quhair Cresseid with the lipper bald. 49o

Seing that company cure, all with ane stevin
They gaif ane cry, and shuik coppis gude speid;
Said, 'Worthy lordis, for goddis lure of hevin,
To us lipper part of your almous-deid.'
Than to thair cry nobill Troilus tuik heid; 495
Having pity, neir by the place can pas
Quhair Cresseid sat, nat witting quhat sho was.

Than upon him sho kest up baith her ene,
And with ane blenk it corn in-to his thocht

That he sum-tyme hir face befoir had sene ; ._oo
But sho was in sic ply he knew hir nocht.
Yit than hir luik in-to his mind it brocht

The sweit visage and amorous blenking
Of fair Cresseid, sumtyme his awin darling.

Na wonder was, suppois in mynd that he ._o5
Tuik hir figure sa sone, and lo! now, quhy;
The idole of ane thing in cace may be
Sa deip imprentit in the fantasy,
That it' deludis the wittis outwardly,
And sa appeiris in forme and lyke estait sto
Within the mynd as it was figurait.

Ane spark of lufe than till his hart coud spring,
And kendlit all his body in ane fyre ;
With hait fevir ane sweit and trimbilling
Him tuilc, quhill he was redy to expyre ; 5t5
To beir his sheild his breist began to tyre ;
Within ane whyle he changit mony hew,
And nevertheles not ane ane-uther knew.

488. BotAtryumphe; laude. 489. Th. rode. 490. E. baid; Th. stode.
49I. E. thai come; Th. come; rcadeum. 493. Th. _oke euppes.
493. Th. am.Said. '_195.Th. her (far thair). 496. Th. pyte;
E. pietie. 499. Ba¢_come. 5ox. E. plye; Th. plyte. 502. E. it ; Th. he."
5o4. E. awin; TILowne. 5o8. Th. enprynted. 5x2. E. culd; Th. couth.
514. E. fewir;Th. feuer.Th. in swette. Bot_ trimbling. 5x5. E.. reddie.
516. Th.brest. 5I7. Th.manya hewe.
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For knichtly pity and memoriaU
Of fair Cresseid, ane girdill can he tak, 520
Ane purs of gold and mony gay jow;ill,
And in the skirt of Cresseid doun can swak ;

Than raid away, and not ane word he spak,
Pensive in hart, quhill he corn to the toun,
And for greit cair oft-syis almaist fell doun. 525

The lipper-folk to Cresseid than can draw,
To se6 the equall distribucioun
Of the almous ; but quhan the gold they saw,
Ilk ane to uther prevely can roun,

And said, ' Yon lord hes mair affectioun, S3o
However it be, unto yon lazarous
Than to us all ; we knaw be his almous.'

'Quhat lord is yon ?' quod sho, ' have ye na feiil,
Hes don to us so greit humanitie?'

'Yes,' quod a lipper-man, ' I knaw him weill; ._35

Shir Troilus it is, gentill and free'
Quhen Cresseid understude that it was he,
Stiffer than steill thair stert ane bitter stound

Throwout hir hart, and fell doun to the ground.

Quhen sho, oureom with syching sair and sad, 54o

With mony caiffull cry and cald--' Ochane!
Now is my breist with stormy stoundis stad,

Wrappit in wo, ane wretch full will of wane';
Than svounit sho oft or sho coud refrane,
And ever in hir swouning cryit sho thus : 545
' O fals Cresseid, and trew knicht Troilus!

Thy luf, thy lawtee, and thy gentilnes

I countit small in my prosperitie ;
Sa elevait I was in wantones,

And clam upon the fickill quheill sa hie; 5so

5x9. Th. pyte ; E. pietie. 520. Th gan. 52x. Th. many a gay iewel.
522. E. swak ; Th. shake. 523. F_..ore. he. 524. E. come; Th. came.
5_5. E.-syis; Th.-sTth. 526. E. can; Th. couth. 527. Boot se. 529.
_.. prewelie; Th. priuely. 53 o. Th. yon ; E. yone. 534. Th. That dothe.
E. _umanitie; Th. -te. 536. Th. in,. a knightafter iL 54o. E. ovircome;
Th. ouercome. 541. Th. colde atone (!). 542. Th. brest. 545.
Th. ore. tree ; Th. one (for wane). 544- Th. Than fel in swoan ful ofte.
E. culd ; Th. wolde. Th. fone (I); for refrane. 547. E. lure; Th. lone.
Th. laude and al thy. 549. Th. So effated (or essatecl).
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All faith and lure, I promissit to thee,
Was in the self fickill and frivolous ;
Ofals Cresseid, and trew knicht Troilus!

For lufe of me thou keipt gude countinence,
Honest and chaist in conversatioun ; ._55
Of all wemen protectour and defence
Thou was, and helpit thair opinioun.
My mynd, in fleshly foull affectioun,
Was inclynit to lustis lecherous ;
Fy ! fals Cresseid ! O," trew knicht Troilus I S6o

Lovers, be war, and tak gude heid about
Quhom that ye lure, for quhom ye suffer paine;
I lat yow wit, thair is richt few thairout
Quhom ye may traist, to have trew lufe againe ;
Preif quhen ye will, your labour is in vaine. 565
Thairfoir I reid ye tak thame as ye find ;
For they ar sad as widdercock in wind.

Becaus I knaw the greit unstabilnes
Brukkil as glas, into my-self I say,
Traisting in uther als greit unfaithfulnes, 570
Als unconstant_ and als untrew of fay.
Thocht sum be trew, I wait richt few ar thay.
Quha findis treuth, lat him his lady ruse ;
Nane but my-self, as now, I will accuse.'

Quhen thiswas said,withpaper sho satdoun, 575
And on thismaneirmaid hirT_TAMV-NT:--

'Heir I beteichmy corpsand carioun
With wormisand withtaidisto be rent;

My cop and clapper,and mync ornament,

And all my gold, the lipper-folk sail have, S8o
Quhen I am deid, to bury me in grave.

55z. Th. promytted. S52. Th. thy aelfe; furious (!). 55At Th. coun-
tenauac¢ (ore. gude). 557" Th. were. 558. E. in; Th. on. 56Z. E.
Qahome; Th. Whom. E. quhomc ; Th. whan. 563. Th. thrughout. 565.
Th. Prune. 569. Th. Brittel ; unto. 570. Th. great bratelaesse. 572.
Th. Though. 576. Th. manet. 577. E. beteiche ; Th. bequeth. Th.
conm 578. Th.toodes. 579. Th. cuppemy. 58o. E. the ; Th.these.
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This royall ring, set with this ruby reid,
Quhilk Troilus in drowry to me send,"
To him agane I leif it quhau I am deid,
To mak my cairfull deid unto him kend. s85
Thus I conclude shortly, and mak ane end.
My spreit I leif to Diane, quhair sho dwellis,
To walk with hir in waist woddis and wellis.

O Diomeid ! thow hes baith broche and belt

Quhilk Troilus gave me in takinning 590
Of his trew lufe!'--And with that word sho swelt.

And sone ane lipper-man tuik of the ring,
Syne buryit hir withoutin tarying.
To Troilus furthwith the ring he hair,
And of Cresseid the deith, he can declair. 595

Quhen he had hard hir greit infirmitY,
Hir legacy and lamentatiour_
And how sho endit in sik povertY,
He swelt for wo, and fell doun in ane swoun;
For greit sorrow his hart to birst was boun. 6oo
Syching full sadiy, said, ' I can no moir;
Sho was untrew, and wo is me thairfoir l'

Sum said, he maid ane tomb of merbell gray,
And wrait hir name and superscriptioun,
And laid it on hir grave, quhair that sho lay, 6o._
In goldin letteris, conteining this ressoun :--
' Lo! fair ladyis, Cresseid of Troyis toun,
Sumtyme countit the flour of womanheid,
Under this stane, late lipper, lyis deid!'

Now, worthy wemen, in this ballet short, 6_o
Made for your worship and instructioun,
Of cherit_ I monish and exhort,
Ming not your luf with fals deceptioun.
Beir in your mynd this short conclusioun
Of fair Cresseid, as I have said befoir; 615
Sen sho is deid, I speik of lair no moir.

583. E. drowrie; Th. dowry(!). 587. Th. spirite. 59o. E. takning;
Th.tokenyng;readtakinning. 593. E. withouttin, b96.E. infirmitie;
Th. -te, 598. E. povertie; Th. -te. 6oo. Th.ore.greit. 6o5. Th.
whereasshe, 607. Th. Troythetoun. 6x_. E. cheritie; Th. charyte. 6t 3.
E. lufe; Th.loue. 6x4. E. schort;Th. sore(l). 616. E. Sen; Th. Sithe,



XVIII.

THE CUCKOO AND THE NIGHTINGALE;

OR

THE BOOK OF CUPID, GOD OF LOVE.

HE god of love, a ! benedidte /
How mighty and how greet a lord is he l

For he can make of lowe hertes hye,
And of hye lowe, and lyke for to dye,
And harde hertes he can maken free. 5

And he can make, within a litel stounde
Of seke folk ful hole, fresshe and sounde,
And of [the] hole, he can make seke;
And he can binden and unbinden eke
What he wol have bounden or unbounde. 1o

To telle his might my wit may not suffyse;
For he may do al that he wol devyse.
For he can make of wyse folk ful nyce,
And [eke] in lyther folk distroyen vyce;
And proude hertes he can make agryse, x_

From Th. (Thynne,ed. 1532); collated_vit_F. (Fairfax16); B. (Bodley
638) ; S. (Arch.Selden.B. 24); T. (Tanner346); also in Ff. (Camb.Univ.
_Ff.I. 6). TITLE: Th. Of theC. andtheN. ; F. B. The bokeofCupide,
godof loue. I. Th. ah; F. a; S. a.a. 2. Th. Howe; gret; lorde.
4. Th. of his; Ff. S. ofhye; F. B.highhertis. 6. F. K S. Fir.Andhe; Th.
ore.And. 7. Th. folke; dgn.ful. 8. I _'ufl/_/t,the. S. hole folke. 9.
S. Andhe; rest ore.And. Th.F. B. bynde;read binden. Io. Th.T.
That; F. B. Ff.What; S. Quhom. 1t. Th. tel; wytte. I2, 13. Th.
T. tramj_osetht_e linta. Ia. Th. Ff. wol; r¢,t can. I3. Th. folke.
14. I aulb)lyeke. Th. T. ore. in (S. ]mr in-to)..F, lyther; S. lidfler; Th.
Ft'_lythy; T. le],i. Th. folke. Th. T. to distroyen; rest on. to.
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Shortly, al that ever he" wol he may;
Ageines him ther dar no wight sey nay.
For he can gladde and greve whom him lyketh;
And, who that he wol, he laugheth or he syketh;

And most his might he sheweth ever in May. 2o

For every trewe gentil herte free
That with him is, or thinketh for to be,

Ageines May now shal have som steringe
Other to joye, or elles to mominge,
In no sesoun so greet, as thinketh me. 2._

For whan they mowe here the briddes singe,
And see the floures and the leves springe,

That bringeth into hertes rdmembraunce
A manet ese, medled with grevaunce,
And lusty thoughtes fulle of greet longinge. 30

And of that longing cometh hevinesse,
And therof groweth ofte greet seknesse,
And al for lak of that that they desyre ;
And thus in May ben hertes sette on fyre,

So that they brennen forth in greet distresse. ._5

I speke this of feling, trewely ;

For, althogh I be old and unlusty,
Yet have I felt of that seknesse, in May,
Bothe hoot and cold, an acces every day,
How sore, y-wis, ther woe no wight but I. 40

x7. Ff. T. Ageynes ; S. Ageynest ; Th. Agaynst ; F. B. Ayenst. Th. FL
T. ore.'ther. x8. Th. glad ; rest'glade, t9. Th. loweth. S. has 2m/
he ; rert omit. F.B. don hym laugh or siketh, 20. Th. T. shedeth. 2x.
Th. ire. 2:1. F. B. ore. for. _3. S. F£ A)eyaes; F. B. Ayenst ; Th. T.
Agayae. Th. nowe. 24. F. B. Other ; S. Outhir ; Th. T. Yr.Or. Th.
Joy. F.B.S.T. ellis ; TIL eh. Th. T. Ff. some moumyag ; rest ore. some.
25. F. B. ,_ette; F£ S: grete ; Th, moche. 26. F. then ; rest wlmn (when).
Th. may ; I. mai ; F. B. S. mow ; F£ mowe. Th. byrdes ; S. foulis ; rest briddes.
27. Th. lelues. _8. Th. T. her (for hertes). 29. Th. T. eme; S._;
F. B. case (!). Ff. y-medled. 30. Th. ful; Ff. fuUe. Th. great. 52.
Th. great sicknesse.. 33. S. all ; res#om. TIL lack,. 35. Th. forthe;
great. 36. S. trewely ; Th. trewly. $7- F. B. S. For althogh; Th. T.
lf(!). Th. olde. 38. Th.T. Ihaue; r_thaueI. Th.felte; dckne_. Th.
F£ through; rest in. 39- Allhote. Th. F. B. colde. TILT. and (1); for
an. Th. i._; F. B. acces. 4o. Th. Howe ; wore.
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I am so shaken with the fevers whyte,

Of al this May yet slepte I but a lyte ;
And also it naught lyketh unto me,
That any herte shulde slepy be

In whom that Love his fyry dart wol smyte. 45

But as I lay this other night wakinge,

I thoghte how lovers had a tokeninge,
And among hem it was a comune tale,

That it were good to here the nightingale
Rather than the lewde cukkow singe. 5o

And then I thoghte, anon as it was day,
I wolde go som whider to assay

If that I might a nightingal/_ here;
For yet had I non herd of al this yere,

And hit was tho the thridde night of May. 55

And than, anon as I the day espyde,
No lenger wolde I in my bedde abyde,
But unto a wode, that was faste by,
I wente forth alone, boldely,

And held my way doun by a broke-syde, 60

Til I corn to a launde of whyte and grene;

So fair oon had I never in[ne] been;
The ground was grene, y-poudred with daisye,

The floures and the gras y-lyke bye,
AI grene and whyte ; was nothing elles sene. 65

42. Th.T. om. yet;(Ff._asne.) Th.T. rdepe; Ff.S. slepte; F.B. dept.
43. S. naught likith mato me ; Th. T. Ff. is not lyke to me : F. B. is valike for
to be. 45. Th. darte. 47. Th. howe. 48. Th. araonge. 5o.
Th. cackowe. $x. TI_ thought. 52. T. Ff. whider; S. quhider ;
F. B. whedir; Th. where. 54. Th. none herde. F. 13.T. this ; Ff. the ;
Th. S. that. 55- S. thridde ;T. thridd ; "lb. F. B. third_ 56. S. than ; rest
ore. Th. aspyde. 58. Ff.oto ; Th. T. vato ; F. B. into ; S. in. Th. wodde ;
F. B. wode. 59- Tit. T. went ; F. B. weate. Th. forthe. Th. boldely ; Ft.
T. boldly ; rest priuely. 6o. Tit. helde. F.B.S. my ; Th. F£ the; T. me
the. Th. dowae. 6L F. B. come ; S. cam ; Th. T. came (read corn). 6a.
All in ; read inae. S./ms in y-ben. 63, 64. 13.tramr2_osa. 64. F. B.
gras ; S. grests ; Th. greats ; T. F£ gr_es. S. ylike ; F. B. al I-like ; Tit.
T. Ff. lyke. 65. Th. els.
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Ther sat I doun among the faire floures ;
And saw the briddes trippe out of her boures

Ther-as they had hem rested al the night.
They were so joyful of the dayes light
That they tbegonne of May to don hir houres ! 70

They coude that servyce al by rote;
Ther was many a lovely straunge note ;
Some songe loudi_, as they hadde pleyned,

And some in other maner vois y-feyned,
And some al out, with al the fuUe throte. 75

They proyned hem, and made[n] hem right gay,
And daunseden, and lepten on the spray,
And evermore two and two in-fere ;

Right so as they had chosen hem to-yere
In Feverere, on seint Valentynes day. So

And eke the river, that I sat upon,
It made suche a noise, as it ron,

Accordaunt with the briddes armonye,
Me thoughte_ it was the best[el melodye
That mighte been y-herd of any mon. 8_

And for delyt ther-of, I wot never how,
I fel in suche a slomber and a swow,
Not al a-slepe, ne fully wakinge;
And in that swow me thoughte I herde singe

That sory brid, the lew[e]de cukkow. 9o

66. Th. sate ; downe. 67. Th. sawe ; birdes. Th. trippe; T. trip ;
S. flee ; F. B. crepe. 68. Th. T. Ff. om. had. S. thame rested ; rest rested
hem. 7o. Th. T. ore. ]'hat. .411began ; read begonne. Yr. to don hir ;
Th. T. for to done. F.B. of Mayes ben her houres (l); S. on mayes vss
thair honres. 7a. S. lusty (f'or lovely). S. stmunge; rest ore. 73. I"f.
lowe. T. hade; rest had. S. compleyned. 74. Th. voice yfayned. 75.
Ff. S. all (a) ; rest ore. Th. Ff. T. the ful ; S. fulle ; F. ,B. a lowde. 76. F.B.

_ge All made ; read madem 80. Th. Feuerere; T. Feuirjere ; rest(I). All upon ; read on. 8I. S. eke ; rest ore. 83. Th. T. with ;
rest to. T. Ff. briddes ; S. birdis ; Th. byrdes; F. B. fouleL S.T. Ft'. armonye ;
Th. armony ; F. B. ermonye. 84. Th. thought. All best (0. 8b. _
myght ; yherde. 86. Alldelyte. S. therof ; rest _. Th. wotte ; F.B.
note ; S. wote ; T. woe. F.B. her (for never). Th. howe. 87. Th.
swowe ; Ff. swough ; S. slowe (!) ; B. slow _(!',. 88. F. B. S. on slepe.
89- Th. swowe; thought. 9o. F. B. Ff. "Ihat ; Iest the. F.B. Ff. bddde;
S. T. brid; Th. byrde. Th. Cuekowe..
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And thatwas on a treerightfast[e]by;

But who was than evelapayd but I?

'Now god,'quod I,'thatdy_I on the crois

Yeve sorow on thee,and on thy lewde vois!

For litel joye have I now of thy cry.' 9S

And as I with the cukkow thus gan chyde,
I herde, in the nexte bush besyde,

A Nightingali_ so lustily singe
That with her clere vois she made tinge
Through-out al the grene wode wyde. ,oo

' A t goode Nightingale 1' quod I thenne,

'A litel hast thou been to longe henne;

For here hath been the lew[e]de Cukkow,
And songen songes rather than hast thou ;
I pray to god that evel fyr him brenne!' x%

But now I wol you telle a wonder thing:
As long// as I lay in that swowning,
Me thoughte, I wiste what the briddes ment,
And what they seyde, and what was her entent,

And of her speche I hadde good knowing. _xo

And than herde I the Nightingale say,

'Now, gode Cukkow! go som-where away,
And let us that can singen dwellen here ;
For every wight escheweth thee to here,

Thy songes be so elenge, in good fay!' _15

9_. All fast. 92. Th. yuel apayde. 93. Th. Nowe. F.B.
vpon (/or on). 94- Th. the. 95. Th. nowe. 96. Th. cuckowe.
Th. T. thus gan; F£ now gan ; S. gan to ; F. B. gan. 97- Th. B. busshe;
Ff. T. bussh ; F. busshes (!) ; S. beugh. F.B. me beside. IOO.Th. T. Ff.
ota. out. FL the greues of the wode (&tier) zol. Th. All. F£ S. thenne ;
T. thanne ; rest then. 1o2. Th. haste. Ff. S. T. henne ; rest hen. to3.
F. B. lewde ; S. lewed ; T, F£ loude (1). (T]_ lint runs badly.) Io4.
F.B. om. hast. xos._Th.T, om. that. Th. yuelfyre. Th.S. her;rta¢
him. Th. bm ; rat bremse. _o6. Th. howe ; tel.-- -. Io7. .Th.laye.
(Thtlimerur_r&ntly; rt_dlongi_orswowening.) xo_. Ta. taougat; wyst.
Th. T. what; festal that. io9. Th. aayd. Ho. T. hade ; resthad.
Itz. Th. om. And. Th. T. there(.forthaa). II2. Th. Nowegood. Ix$.
Th. lette, xt4. Th. the.
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'What?' quod he, 'what may thee eylen now?
It thinketh me, I singe as wel as thou,

For my song is bothe trewe and playn;
Al-though I can not crakel so in vayn
As thou dost in thy throte, I wot never how. _3o

And every wight may understande me ;

But, Nightingale, so may they not do thee;
For thou hast many a nyce queinte cry.

I have herd thee seyn, "ocy / ocy/"
How mighte I knowe what that shulde be?' _s

'A role!' quod she, 'wost thou not what it is?

Whan that I say "0 9, / oH/" y-wis,
Than mene I that I wolde, wonder fayn,

That alle they were shamfully y-slayn
That menen aught ayeines love amis. _3o

And also I wolde alle tho were dede

That thenke not in love hir lyf to lede ;

For who that wol the god of love not serve,
I dar wel say, is worthy for to sterve ;

And for that skfl "o9'/ a_y/" I grede.' 735

'Eyl' quod the Cukkow, ' this is a queint lawe,
That every wight shal love or be to-drawe !

But I forsake al such_ companye.
For myn entent is neither for to dye,

Ne, whyl I live, in loves yok to drawe. 740

I_6. F. B. she (far he). Th. the. x18. Th. songe; playne, z_gflTh. T. And though ; rest Al-though. Th. erakel ; T. crakil; S. crekill ; .
crake; F. B. brekehit (!). Th. vayne. Jao. Th. doest; S. dois; restdost.
Th. F£ S. neuer; T. not; F.B. ner. xaa. Th. done; T.S. Ff. do; F.B.
am. Th. the. xz3. Th. haste. Th. T. Ff. nyce queynt_e); S. queynt feyned ;
F. B. queiat, x_4. F. B. S. herd the; T. the herd ; Th. the herde. Th.
sayne ; T. seyn ; F. B. seye ; S. sing. I_5. Th. Howe. F.B. Who
myghte were what ; S. Bot quho mycht vnderstandq_haL xa6. Th. Ah ;
Ff.T.A; restO. Th. foole; woste. Th.T. F£ it ; rest that. x28. Th.
meane; fayne. Ia9. Ff. all¢; S. all; re.CaL Th.T. Ff. they; rest tho. Th.
yslayne. I3o. Th. meanen. S. a3eines; l'.B. ayen;'T, again; Th. agayne.
13t. F.B. althoweredede; Th.T. FLthatalthohadthedede. S. Aadal
they Iwold also were dede. 13a. Th. thynke; T.think; S. thinkith ; F£
thenke ; F. B. theak. F.B.S. Ff. her lyue in loue. x_3. Th. S. who so ;
re_l o_,. so. Th. T. Ff. flace not afler woL I34- Th.T.F.B. FLheis;
S. am. he. Th.F£T.o_.for. x36. Th. Eye; cuckowe. F.I_inserCywis
beJbrethis. I37. Th. T. Ft'. That euerywight shal lone or be to-drawe ;
F. B. That eyther I shal love or dies be slawe, x39. Th. myne. F.B.
neyther; S. nouthir ; Th. T. F£ not. x4o. Th. T. FL ICeneuer; re.# am.
neuer.. Th. 1".on ; rest in.
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For lovers ben the folk that been on-lyre

That most dises_ han, and most unthryve,
And, most enduren sorow, wo, and care ;
And, at the laste, fallen of welfare;

What nedeth hit ayeines trouth to stryve?' '43

'What ?' quod she, 'thou art out of thy minde!

How might thou in thy cherles herte finde
To speke of loves servaunts in this wyse?
For in this worlde is noon so good servyse
To every wight that gemil is of kinde. _o

For ther-of, trewly, cometh al goodnesse,

AI hon6ur, and [eke] al gentilnesse,
Worship, es_, and al hertes lust,

Parfit joye, and ful assured trust,
Jolitee,-plesaunc_, and freshnesse, x_

Lowliheed, and trewe companye,

Seemliheed, largesse, and curtesye,
Drede of shame for to doon amis ;

For he that trewly Loves servaunt is
Were lother to be shamed than to dye. _6o

And that this is sooth, al that I seye,
In that beleve I wol bothe live and deye,
And Cukkow, so rede I thou do, y-wis.'

'Ye, than,' quod he, 'god let me never have blis
If ever I to that counseyl obeye! _6_

I4'. Th. S. ben; Ff. T. bene; F. B. lyven (.j'or been). Th_fi Th. moste(twice) ; disease. 143. Th. moste. F.B.S. eaduren ; T. endure.
I44. So F. B. t*vit_ of her for of) ; Th. T. Ff. And leste felen of welfare ; S.
And aldcrlast have felyng of welefare, x45- S. a3eynes; Th. B. ayeast ;
F. T. ayenL I46. S. Quhat brid quod. Th. arte. i47. Th. T. Ff.
might thou ; F. mtiJt thou ; B. S. maistow. Th. Ff. ehurlaesse ; T. clerenes (!);
F. B. cherles herr; S. chedish herr. _t48. Th. seruauates, x49.
Th. none. xS_. S. Honestee estate and all gentilne_s ; Th. T. F. Ff. AI
honour and al gentylneese; B. A1 honour and al gentillesse, x53. Th. ease.
x54. Th. Parfyte. F.B. ensured. I55. S. and eke. x56, i57. ,41lbut
tl_flrstwordrtran_tdin-W.h.T. ,x58. F. B. S. and for; Th. T. Ff. om.
and. Th. done. 16o. Th. T. Ff. _n. lsl to. x6x. F. B. F£ _t.
this. F.B.S. al ; Th T. Ff. ore. x62. Th. T. ore. bothe. J63. F. B. S.
rede I ; Th. T. FL I retie. Th. that thou. 164. Th. T. Ff. _.n. Ye. F.B.
the;resthe. Th.T. om. god. x65. Th.T. vnto; F.B.F£S.W.F.B.
thy (,/'orthat).

*** Aa
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Nightingale, thou spekest wonder fayre,
But, for al that, the sooth is the contrayre;

For loving is, in yonge folk, but rage,
And in olde folk hit is a greet dotage ;
Who most hit useth, most he shal apeyre. ,70

For therof comth disese and hevinesse,

Sorowe and care, and mony a greet seknesse,

Dispyt, debat, [and] anger, and envye,
Repreef and shame, untrust and jelousye,
Pryde and mischeef, pov_rtee, and woodnesse. _75

What! Loving is an office of dispayr,
And oo thing is ther-in that is not fayr ;

For who that geteth of love a litel blis,
But-if he be alway therwith, y-wis,
He may ful sone of age have his heyr. _8o

And, Nightingale, therfor hold thee ny;

For, leve me wel, for al thy queynte cry,
If thou be fer or longe fro thy make,
Thou shalt be as other that been forsake,

And than[ne] thou shalt hoten as do I!' iS5

'Fy!' quod she, 'on thy nam_ and on thee!
The god of love ne let thee never y-thee !
For thou art wors a thousand-fold than wood.

For many on is ful worthy and ful good,
That had be naught, ne hadde love y-be! _9o

167. F. B. the sothe ; S. full sooth. Th. T. Ff. is the sothe coatrayre. 168.
F. B. S. Ff. loving; Th. T. lone. Th. folke. 169. Th. folke; F. B. Ff. ore.
F. B. hit is ; Th. T. ore. Th. great. ] 7o. Th. moste (t_ice). F.B. he ;
S. it; Th. T. Ff. ore. x7L F. mony an; B. monya; Th. T. S. Ff. disease
and. 17a. Th. Sosorowe; r_rtom. So. Th. manyagret F. Kom. greet.
x73- Th. Dispyte debate. I s#/,_/y and. 174. F. Repreveand; B. Repretf and ;
S. Reprefand; Th. T. Deprauyng. t75. Th. T. B. Ff. ore. 7st and. Th.
mischefe. S. poatrtee ; Ff. pouerte; rest pouert. . x76. Th. T. Ff. ore.
What. Th. dispayre, x77. B.T. oo;.S.o; F. oon; Th. one. Th. fayre.
178. Th. getteth; S. get (&tter). Th. blysse. I79. F. B. ore. if. F.B.S.
Ff. therby. 18o. Th. heyre ; T. eyre; S. aire; F. B. crie (!) ; F£ heiere.
xSL F. B. therfor Nyght)ngale. Th. thereforeholde the aye. _82. Th.
Ff.T.S. queynt; F. K loude, x83. Th.T. Ff. ferre. F. of Ororor). 184.'
Th. T. S. ben; F. B. be (read been). 185. Th. Ffthaa; F. B. T. then (read
thanne); S. om. F. B. shalt thou. 786. Tb. the. 188. Th.T. wor_e.
Th. folde. 189. Th. one; Ff. on; F.B. om. S. tr; rr.stis, xgo.
T. bade (twice) ; rest had.
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For Love his servaunts ever-more amendeth,
And from al evel Laches hem defendeth,

And maketh hem to brenne right as fyr
In trouth/_ and in worshipful desyr,

And, whom him liketh, joye y-nough hem sendeth.' x95

'Thou Nightingale,' he seyde, ' hold thee stiUe ;
For Love hath no resoun but his wine;
For ofte sithe untrewe folk he eseth,

And trewe folk so bitterly displeseth
That, for defaute pf grace, he let hem spine. 200

With such a lorde wol I never be;

For he is blind alwey, and may not see ;

And whom he hit he not, or whom he fayleth;
And in his court ful selden trouthe avayleth;

$6 dyvdrsand so wilfdlishe.' 205

Than took I of the Nightingale kepe,

She caste a sigh out of her herte depe,
And seyde, 'Alas! that ever I was bore!
I can, for tene, say not oon word more;'

And right with that she brast out for to wepe. 2to

'Alas!' quod she, 'my herte wol to-breke
To heren thus this false brid to speke

Of love, and of his worshipful servyse;

Now, god of love, thou help me in sore wyse

That I may on this Cukkow been awrekel' 2_._

xgx. Th. T. Ft. put evermore after For. Th. sertmuates; F. B. seraant.
192. Ff.T. euel; S. euell; Th. yuel; F.B. om F. tachches; S. stachis(!).
F. B. him. x93. F. B. him. F. ]3. as eny; T. right as a ; Ff. fight as ; Th.
right in a. S. be brynnyag as a. Th. lyre. 395. Th. whan; T. when ;
Ff. whanne (for whom). F.B. Ff. him ; S. he ; Th. T. hem. Th. Joy. x96.
F. B. Ye (for Thou). Th. say& T.F.B.S. Ff. hold the ; Th. be. Th. styl.
197. F. B. S. Ff. his; Th. T. it is. Th. wyl. x98. F. B. Ff. sithe ; Th. T.
trine; S. tymes. To. folke; easeth. 199. Th. folke. Th. T. Ff. he dis-
pleaseth ; rest ore. he. 9oo. F. B. And (for That). Th. corage; rest grace.
Th. spyl. 2oI-9O 5. .From F. B. Ff. S. ; Th. T. omit. 9ox. Ff. wille; F.
wolde ; B. wull ; S. wole. 202. F. B. blynde ; S. blyud. S. ulweye ; F. B.
Ff. ore. ao3. Ff. And whom he hit he not, or whom he failith (best) ;
F. B. And whaa he lyeth he not, ne whan he fayleth ; S. Quhom he hurtith he
note, ne quhom he helith (0. 904. So Ff. ; F. B. In ; S. Into. F£ S. his ;
F. B. this. F. B. selde. _ 205. F. B. dyuetse. 206. Th. toke. 907. Th.
T. Howe she ; F. B. S. ore. Howe. Th. T. Ff. ore. herte. 908. Th. sayd.
209. Th. not say one; T. nou_t sey oo. 2xo. Th. that worde ; rest ore.
worde. F.B. on (for out). Th. om. for. 9t2. Th. leude; Ff. false; rest
fals. T.B. brid; Ff. bridde; Th. byrde; S. bird. F.B.F£to; reJtom. 2x4.
Th. helpe ; some. 215. Th. cuckowe ben.

Aa2
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Me thoughte than, that I sterte up anon,
And to the broke I ran, and gat a stoon.
And at the Cukkow hertely I caste;
And he, for drede, fley away ful faste;

And glad was I when that he was a-goon. 220

And evermore the Cukkow, as he fley,
He seyde, 'Farewel! farewel, papinjay !'

As though he hadde scorned, thoughte me;
But ay I hunted him fro tree to tree
Til he was fer al out of sighte awey. 225

And thanne corn the Nightingale to me,

And seyde, 'Frend, forsothe I thanke thee
That thou hast lyked me thus to rescowe ;
And oon avow to Love I wol avowe,

That al this May I wol thy singer be.' 230

I thanked her, and was right wel apayed;
'¥e,' quod she, 'and be thou not amayed,
Though thou have herd the Cukkow er than me.
For, if I live, it shal amended be

The nexte May, if I be not affrayed. 235

And oon thing I wol rede thee also ;
He leve thou not the Cukkow, loves fo;

For al that he hath seyd is strong lesinge.'
'Nay,' quod I, ' thdrto shal no thing me bringe
Fro love; and yet he doth me mochel wo.' 240

a16. S. thocht; rest thought(read thoughte). F.B.S. th_tI; T. Ff.I; Th.
he. 217-219. Th. T. omit. al 7. S. gat; F. B. gatte. 218. S. hardily;
1,'. B. Fir.hertly. 2]9. Ff. flye3; F. flyed; B. flye; S. gan flee (read fley,
asin2az). 22o. Th. om. when. Th. agon; T.S. agone; Ff. goon; F.
_one; B. gon. 221. F. B. fley; Th. flaye;'FLS, flay; T. flai. 222.
Th. T. ont. He. Th. sayd." Th. popyngaye; F. B.$atpyngay ; S. papaIay ;
Ff. papeiay. 2a3. T. bade ; re_t had. F.B. F£ thoght me ; Soas thocht
me (read thoughte me); Th. me alone (to rinse _git_ 217). 224, 225. Th.
T. omR. 2a5. F. B. Ff. sight away. 226. Th. S. than ; F. B. T. then ; Ff.
thaane. F.B.T.S. come; Th. El. came. aa7..F.B, seyde; Th. sayd.
Th. the. 228. Th. haste. F.B. thus; S. for; Th.T. Ff. om. T. rescow;
restrescowe. 229. Th. one. Ff. I wol avowe; F. B. I avowe; Th. T.
make I nowe. S. And ryc4t anon to loue I wole allowe. 23]. Th. apayde;
T. apaied. 232. F. B. Ff. S. amayed ; Th. '1".dismayde, ag3. Th.
herde. F.B. er; Th. T. F£ erst. 235. F£ nexte ; re.stnext. Th. affrayde;
T. affraied. 236. Th. one. 237. S. leue ; rest loue (I). Th. cuckowe
nehis; F.B.S. om. nehis. 238. Th. strongeleasyag. 239. F.B.S.
Ff. there (for therto). T. man t for thing). 24o. F. B. S. Fro; Th. T. Ff.
For (!). So Ff. F. B. S. ; Th. T. and it hath do me moche (T. myche) wo.
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'Ye, use thou,' quod she, 'this medicyne;
Every day this May, or that thou dyne,
Go loke upon the fresshe day_sy_.

And though thou be for wo in poynt to dye,
That shal ful gretly lissen thee of thy pyne. 24._

And loke alwey that thou be good and trewe,

And I wol singe oon of my songes newe,
For love of thee, as loude as I may crye;'
And than[ne] she began this song ful hye--
' I shrewe al hem that been of love untrewe ! ' 2_o

And whan she hadde songe hit to the ende,
' N6w farewet,' quod she, ' for I mot wende;
And god of love, that can right wel and may,
As mochel joye sende thee this day
As ever yet he any lover sende!' 255

Thus took the Nightingale her leve of me.

I pray to god, he alway with her be,
And joye of love he sende her evermore;
And shilde us fro the Cukkow and his lore ;
For ther is noon so fals a brid as he. 260

Forth she fley, the gentil Nightingale,
To al the briddes that were in that dale,
And gut hem alle into a place in-fere,
And _'hem besoughte that they wold_ here

Her disese; and thus began her tale :-- 265

241. F. B. Yee; S. Ya. S. thou schalt vss. Th. T. FL ore. thou. 24.2.
Ff. F. B. er; rat or. Th. T. F£ otn. that. 243. F. ]3. S. fressh flour; Ff.
Th. T. ore. flour. S. dayeseye, 245. Th. greatly. B. lir,se ; F. FL lyssea ;
Th. T. S. lessen. S. ore. thee. a46---¢nd. Lost in S. 247. Th. one.
Ff. my ; r_t the. 248. Th. the. 249. Th. T. Ff. than ; F. B. then (read
thaune). Th. songe. 25o. F. B, Ff. hem aL Th. ben ; T. beae. aSx.
Ff, hadde; T. hade; rest ha& 252. Th. Howe. F. most; ]8. must ;
Th. Ff. mote ; T. mot. 254- Ff. mochel ; F. ]3. mekil ; T. mykil ; Th.
moche. Th. the. aSfi.._F. B. Ff. ; Th. T. As any yet loner he euer seade.
aft6. Th. T. Ff. taketh ; F. r_. toke. Th. leaue. 257. Th. T. Ff. ore. he.
259. Th. cuckowe. 26o. Ff. noon ; F. B. non ; Th. T. not. T. Ff. brid;
F. B. bridde; Th, byrde, z6z. F.B. fley; T. fleigh; Ff. fleet; Th. flewe.
262. Th. byxdes; re,rt briddes. B. the vale ; F. the wale ; Th. T. Ff that dale.
265. Th. T. gate ; F. B. gut. 264. All2_ut hem after besonghte. F£
by_ught; rest be_nghten (!). z65. Th. T. discus.
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' Ye witen wel, it is not fro yow hid
How the Cukkow and I faste have chid

Ever sithen it was dayes light;
I pray yow alle, that ye do me right
Of that foule, false, unkinde brid.' 2;'0

Than spak oo brid for alle, by oon assent,

' This mater asketh good avysement ;
For we ben fewe briddes here in-fere.

And sooth it is, the Cukkow is not here ;
And therefor we wol have a parlement. 275

And therat shal the Egle be our lord,

And other peres that ben of record,
And the Cukkow shal be after sent.

And ther shal be yeven the jugement,
Or elles we shal make som accord. 280

And this shal be, withouten any nay,

The morow of seynt Valentynes day,
Under a maple that is fayr and grene,

Before the chambre-window of the quene
At Wodesto]g upon the grene lay.' 285

She thanked hem, and than her leve took,

And fley into an hawthorn by the brook,
And ther she sat, and song upon that tree,

'Terme of [my] lyf, Love hath with-holde me,'
So loude, that I with that song awook. 29o

_rplieit Clanvowe.

_66. Ff. Ye wyten ; F. B. Ye knowe.; Th. T. The cuckowe (1). F.B. fro
yow hidde ; Th. T. for to hyde (!). 267. F. B. How that; rest ore. that.
Th. T. Ff. fast ; F. B. ore. Th. chyde ; Th. chide; F. B. Ff. chidde. 268.
Th. FLdaye; restdayes. 269. Th. Ff. praye; rtstpmy(_rey). Ff. alle;
festal. 270. TIL bride; T. Ff. brid; F. B. bridd_ 27x. Ih. o; festoon.
T. all ; rest al. Th. one ; T. oon; F. B. ore. 273. Th. am. fewe. Th.
byrdes. 274. Allsoth. Th. cuekowe. 276..T. Ff. lord; restlorde.
277. T. Ff. record; rest recorde. 278. Th. cuckowe. 279- FL Th. T.
ore. And. Th. There. Th. T. yeue ; F. yeuen; B. yeuyn; FL your. 28o.
F. B. make summe; Th. T. fynally make. 28z. Th. without; rest
withoutea. Th. T. Ff. ore. any. 282. F. B. of; Th. T. Ff. after. 283.
Th. T. Ff. a; F. B. the. Th. fayre. 284. Th. wyndowe. 285. Th.
wodestocke ; F. B. wodestok. 286. F. B. thanketh. Th. leane toke.
287. F.B. fleye; Th.T. om. Th.T.F£an; F.B.a. TILhanthorne;T.
hauthora. Allbroke. 288. Allsate. T. Ff. song; restsonge. Th.T.
that; F.B. the; FLa. a89. Isu_lymy. Th.T. Ff. lyfe; F.B. lyve. _/fler
29o, Ff. _a.t Explicit Clanvowe.



XIX. ENVOY TO ALISON.

O LEWDE book, with thy foole rudenesse,Sith thou hast neither beautee n'eloquence,
Who hath thee caused, or yeve thee hardinesse
For to appere in my ladyes presence ?
I am ful siker, thou knowest her benivolence 5

Ful _igreable to alle hit obeyinge;
For of al goode she is the best li¢inge.

Alias! that thou ne haddest worthinesse

To shewe to her sore plesaunt sentence,
Sith that she hath, thorough her gentilesse, xo
Accepted thee servant to her digne reverence!
O, me repenteth that I n'had science

And leyser als, to make thee more florisshinge;
For of al goode she is the best livinge.

Beseche her mekely, with al lowlinesse, J5

Though I be fer from her [as] in absence,
To thenke on my trouth to her and stedfastnesse,

And to abregge of my sorwe the violence,
Which caused is wherof knoweth your sapience;

She lyke among to notifye me her lykinge ; 2o
For of al goode she is the best livinge.

From F. (Fairfax 16) ; collated Toilt_T. (Tanaer M6) ; and Th. (Thyane, ed.
153a). I.F. boke ; T. Th. booke. Th. foule, a. All beaute. 3.
t!11 the (t'wict). 5. So all. 6. Th. abeyeng (!). 7. F. T. goode ;
Th. good. Th. best ; F. T. beste. 9. ,411somme, some. Th. plesaunt;
F. pler_at, lo. T. thdrugh; F. thorgh ; Th. through. I L ,4//the.
x2. ,411ne (beforehad). 13. So all (_it_ thefar thee), x4- Th. good.
Th. best ; F. T. beste, x6. lsup2_ly as. 17. T. Th. trouth ; F. trouthe.
x8. F. abregge; Th. abrege ; T. &brigge. T. sorow ; F. sorwes; Th. sorowes.
20. All amoage. T. Th. notifye; F. notefye. 21. T. Th. al; F. alle.
F. T. goode ; Th. good.
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Lenvoy.

A.urore of gladnesse, and day of lustinesse,
Lucerne a-night, with hevenly influence

Illumined, rote of beautee and goodnesse,
Suspiries which I effunde in silence, 2.5

Of grace I beseche, alegge let your wrytinge,
l_ow of al goode sith ye be best livinge.

.Ex_lidt.

Th. Lenuoye; T. The Lenuoye; F. on. _4. Th. T. Illumyned ; F.
Enlumyned. F. Rote (with cajoita2). .41l beaute. F. and of; Th. T. ore. of.
25. F. Suspiries; Th. Suspires. 26. T. beseke. Th. alege. 27. F.
goode; Th. T. good. After 27 : Th. Explicit ; F. T. ore.



XX. THE FLOWER AND THE LEAF.

HEN that Phebus his chaire of gold so hy
Had whirled up the sterry sky aloft,

And in the Bole was entred certainly;
Whan shoures sw_te of rain discended tsoft,
Causing the ground, fel_ tymes and oft, S
Up for to give many an hoolsom air,
And every plain was [eek y-]clothed fair

With newe grene, and maketh smali_floures
To springen here and there in feld and mede;
So very good and hoolsom be the shoures zo
That it reneweth, that was old and deede
In winter-tyme ; and out of ever), seede
Springeth the herbS, so that every wight
Of this sesoun wexeth [ful] glad and light.

And I, s6 glad of the seson swete, _S
Was happed thus upon a certain night ;
As I lay in my bed, sleep ful unmete
Was unto me; but, why that I ne might
Rest, I ne wist; for there nas erthly wight,
As I suppose, had more hert_ ese 20
Than I, for I n'ad siknesse nor disese.

_'rom Speght's edition (I_98) ; I_ote rejected readings. L hie. 3. Boole.
4. sweet; raine ; oft (I). 6. wholesome aire. 7. plaine was clothed faire..
8. new greene, small flours. 9. field and in mede. xo. wholsome. _L
renueth. *3- hearbe. !4. season ; I .ru,_01yful. !$. season. 16.
certaine, z7. sleepe. *9. earthly, ao. heartsease. _,. Then; rutd
sickneme; disease.
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Wherfore I mervail gretly of my-selve,

That I so long withouten sleep_ lay;
And up I roos, three houres after twelve,
About the [very] springing of the day, 28
And on I put my gere and myn array;

And to a plesaunt grov_ I gan passe,
Long or the bright6 sonne uprisen was,

In which were ok_s grete, streight as a lyne,
Under the which the gras, so fresh of hew, 3o
Was newly spronge ; and-an eight foot or nyne
Every tree wel fro his felawe grew,
With braunches brode, laden with leves new,

That sprongen out ayein the sonnfi shene,

Som very rede, and soma glad light grene ; 35

Which, as me thought, was right a plesaunt sight.
And eek the briddes song[_s] for to here
Would have rejoised any erthly wight.
And I, that couth not yet, in no manere,

Here the nightingale of al the yere, 40
Ful busily herkned, with herte and ere,

If I her voice perceive coud any-where.

And at the "last, a path of litel brede
I found, that gretly had not used be,

For it forgrowen was with gras and weede, 4_
That wel unneth a wight [ther] might it see.

Thought I, this path sore whider goth, pard_,
And so I folow_d, tfl it me brought

To right a plesaunt herber, wel y-wrought,

That benched was, and [all with turves new 50
Freshly turved, wherof the gren_ gras

So small, so thik, so short, so fresh of hew,
That most lyk to grene $woi, wot I,. it was.

22. meruaile greatly; sdfe. _4- rose; twelfe, 23. I su_ly very.
u6. geare; mine. 27. pleasaunt. 28. bright. 29. great. $o.
grasse. 3t. sprong. 32. well; fellow. 33. lade. 34- ayea.
35. Some ; red ; some. 36. song (read songes) ; fort (_'c). 58. earthly:
4o. He,re ; alL 4I. Full ; herkeaed; hart and with care. 43- litle breade.
44- greatly. 45. gruse. 46. well; l suj_O/yther. 47. some. 48.
followed till. 49. pleasaunt ; welL 5o. [su_o_ly al; turfes. 5a. thicke.
,53. lyke vato (read to) ; wel (I; read wol).



XX. THE FLOWER AND THE LEAF. 363

The hegge also, that yede [as] in compas
And closed in al the grene herbere, 55
With sicamour was set and eglantere,

Writhen in-fere so wel and cunningly

That every brauneh and leef grew by mesure,
Plain as a bord, of on height, by and by,

[That] I sy never thing, I you ensure, 6o
So wel [y-]don ; for he that took the cure

It [for] to make, I trow, did al his peyn
To make it passe al tho that men have seyn.

And shapen was this herber, roof and al,

As [is] a prety parlour, and also 6s
The hegge as thik as [is] a castle-wal,
That, who that list without to stond or go,
Though he wold al-day pryen to and fro,
He shuld not see if there were any wight

Within or no ; but oon within wel might 70

Perceive al tho that yeden there-without
In the feld, that was on every syde
Covered with corn and gras, that, out of dout,

Though oon wold seeken al the world wyde,

So rich a feld [ne] coud not be espyed 75

[Up]on no cost, as of the quantitee,
For of al good thing ther was [greet] plentee.

And I, that al this plesaunt sight [than] sy,
Thought sodainly I felt so sweet an air

[Come] of the eglantere, that certainly, 8o
Ther is no herg I deme, in such despair,

Ne with [no] thought,s froward and contrair
So overlaid, but it shuld soone have bote,
If it had on_ felt this savour sote.

54. I su_ly at. 55. (Per/taps im_Oe_fea);all; green, g6. eglatere ; see
1. 8o. 57- WrOh._en. 58. branch; leafe. 59. an (better on). 60.
Isu_0, That; se_ 6t. _lone; tooke. 6a. Isut_lyfor; all; peine. 63.
all ; seyae. 64. roofe. "65. lsu/_,O0,is. 66. thicke ; lsuhaOly is; walL
67. would all 69. should. 7o. one ; well. 7L all. 7_. field.
73. come ; gtmme; doubt. 74- one would seeke all. 75. field ; l_._/.t,
he; espide. 76. On; coast ; quantity. 77. all; l rul_j_lygreet; plenty.
78. all ; plea._tmt sight fie. 79. aire. 80. I a'ul_ly Come ; egleatere.
81. heart; dispatre. 82. with thoughts ; contraire. 85- should. 84. soote.
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And as I stood and cast asyde myn y, s._
I was ware of the fairest medle-tree

That ever yet in al my lyf I sy,

As full of blossom,s as it might be.
Therin a goldfinch leping pretily

Fro bough to bough, and, as him list, he eet 90
Here and there, of buddes and floures sweet.

And to the herber-sydfi was joining
This fairfi tree, of which I have you told ;
And, at the last, the brid began to sing,
Whan he had eten what he et_ wold, 95

So passing sweetly, that, by manifold,
It was more plesaunt than I coud devyse;
And whan his song was ended in this wyse,

The nightingale with so mery a note
Answered him, that al the wod_ rong 1oo
So sodainly, that, as it were a sot,

I stood astonied ; so was I with the song

Through ravishbd, that, [un]til late and long
Ne wist I in what place I was, ne where ;
And ray, me thought, she song even by myn ere. _os

Wherfore about I waited busily

On every syde, if I her might_ see;
And, at the last, I gan ful wel aspy
Wher she sat in a fresh green laurer-tree
On the further syde, even right by me, 1io

That gave so passing a delicious smel
According to the eglantere ful wel.

Wherof I had so inly greet plesyr
That, as me thought, I surely ravished was

Into Paradyse, where my desyr it5
Was for to be, and no ferther [to] p_se

85. mine eie. 87. all; life: role. 88. blosomes. 89. leaping
pretile. 9x. buds. 95. eaten ; eat. 97. pleasannt then. 98.
when. 99- merry, xoo. all; wood. sol sot-- xo3. Thorow ;
till. xo4. I ne wist (better Ne wist I). zo5. ayen (l). io6. 1 waited abouL
1o7. might. 1o8. fall well. io9. greene inurey (error for laurer) ;
set 1. I._8. III. smell Ix2. eglentere fall welL xl 3. great
pleasure, it 5. desire, x16. I _'u_y to.
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As for that day, and on the sot_ gras

I sat me doun; for, as for myn entent,
The birdies song was more convenient,

And more plesaunt to me, by many fold, _2o
Than mete or drink, or any other thing;
Thereto the herber was so fresh and cold,

The hoolsom savours eek so comforting

That, as I demed, sith the beginning
Of the world, was never seen, or than, 12_

So plesaunt a ground of non erthly man.

And as I sat, the bridd_s herkning thus,

Me thought that I herd voices sodainly,
The most sweetest and most delicious

That ever any wight, I trow trewly, 13o
Herde in *his lyf, for [that] the armony
And sweet accord was in so good musyk,

ThAt the voice to angels most was lyk.

At the last, out of a grove even by, The Xam.f.
That was right goodly and plesaunt to sight, _35

I sy where there cam singing lustily
A world of ladies; but to tell aright

Their greet beaut_, it lyth not in my might,
Ne their array ; nevertheless, I shal
Tell you a part, though I speke not of al. i4o

Tin surcotes whyte, of veluet wel sitting,

They were _y-]clad; and the semes echoon,

As it were a maner garnishing,
Was set with emeraud_, oon and oon,

By and by ; but many a rich_ stoon 14._

Was set [uP-Ion the purfils, out of dout,
Of colors, sleves, and trainSs round about;

117. grasse. II8. downe; mine. xl9. bird,, xao. pleasaunt.
lax. meat; drinke. _xa3. wholsome ; eke. x36. pleasaunt; none
earthly, xa7. birds harkening. 128. heard. 13t. Heard ; their (error
for his); lsu_ly that. I3 z. musike. 133. like. t35. ple*u-t.
I56. sic ; came. I38. great beauty; lieth, x39. shall. 14o. speake ;
all. t4I. The (I ; read In) ; wele. 14s. were clad ; echone. 144.
Emerands one and one. t45. rich. 146. on; purfiles.
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As gret[e] perle, round and orient,
Diamond_/s fyne and rubies rede,
And many another stoon, of which I +want _5o
The names now ; and everich on her hede
A richi/ fret of gold, which, without drede,
Was ful of statly richi/ stones set ;
And every lady had a chapi_let

On her hede, of [leves] fresh and grene, 15._
So wel [y-]wrought, and so merv6ilously,
That it was a noble sight to sene ;
Some of laurer, and some ful plesauntly
Had chap_lets of woodbind, and sadly
Some of: agnus-casl_s ware also 16o
Ch_p_lets fresh; but there were many tho

That daunced and eek song ful soberly;
But al they yede in maner of compas.
But oon ther yede in-mid the company
Sole by her-self; but al folowed the pace _6_
[Which] that she kept, whos hevenly-figured face
So plesaunt was, and her wel-shape persbn,
That of beaut_ she past hem everichon.

And more richly beseen, by manifold,
She was also, in every maner thing ; _7o
On her heed, ful plesaunt to behold,
A crowne of gold, rich for any king ;
A braunch of agnus-castus eek bering
In her hand ; and, to my sight, trewly,

She lady was of [all the company, s7S

And she began a roundel lustily,
That Sus le foyl de vert may men call,
Seen, e/ mon jo/y ¢_er endormi ;
And than the company answered all

148. greatpearler.- 149. Diamo.ds; red. I5o. stone; went (for
want). 15I. head. x52. rich; dread. 153.statelyrich. I55.
head; lru2_ly leves. IS6. welewrought;meruelomly. I._8.
p_,'-s,ntly. 16o.were; readw_e, as in 335. 161. of tho (ore.of). s6_.
ek_ Io3.all ; compace. 164. one. z65.Soole; selfe;all Iollowed. I66.
I ru2_/yWhich; whoseheaaenly. 167. pl_._unt ; wele. 168. beauty;
-one. I69. beseene. 17t. head; pleasaunt. 17_. gold_(T). s73. eke
bearing. 175. I,'upplyal. I76. roundelllustely. 177. Suse; foyle.
178. Seen (sic); endormy,beforemMc/l,o_slumld2kerAa:ssu_ly est.
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With voice[s] swete entuned and so small, _8o

That me thought it the sweetest melody
That ever I herdi_ in my lyf, soothly.

And thus they came[n], dauncing and singing,
Into the middes of the mede echone,

Before the herber, where I was sitting, x85
And, god wot, me thought I was wel bigon ;
For than I might avyse hem, on by on,
Who fairest was, who coud best dance or sing,

Or who most womanly was in al thing.

They had not daunced but a litel throw 19o
When that I herd, not fer of, sodainly
So greet a noise of thundring trump_s blow,

As though it shuld have ddlJarted the sky;
And, after that, within a whyle I sy
From the same grove, where the ladyes come out, z95

Of men of armfis coming such a rout

As al the men on erth had been assembled

In that place, wel homed for the nones,

Stering so fast, that al the erth[fi] trembled;
But for to speke of riches and [of] stones, 2oo

And men and horn, I trow, the largi_ wones
Of Prester John, neal his tresory
Might not unneth have bought the tenth party!

Of their army who-so list her_ more,

I shal reherse, so as I can, a lyte. 2o_
Out of the grove, that-I spak of before,

I sy come first, al in their ciokes whyte,
A company, that ware, for their delyt,
Chap_lets fresh of oki_s cereal

Newly spronge, and trumpets they were al. 21o

x8o. voice sweet, x821beard. 183. came. 186. bigone. I87.
one by one. ]89. all. _9 o. little, z9I. heard, x9_. great; thunder-
ing trumps, x93. skie. x94. sic. I96. eomming, z97. all. I98.
wele. z99. all; e_rth, zoo. speake; I ru_/_/.yof. =oL horse. 2o2.
Pretir (I) ; all. 2o4. their (readhirT) ; hcare, ao5. rehearse. 2o6.
spake. _o7. fie ; all; their (read hir T). 2o8. were: read ware (as/n 329);
deUte, zo9. seriall (./_r cereal). =zo. sprong; all.
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On every trumpe hanging a brood banere
Of fyn tartarium, were ful richly bete ;

Every trumpet his lord6s armies tbere;
About their nekk_s, with gret perils set,
Colers brode ; for cost they would not lete, 2_
As it would seme; for their scochones echoon
Were set about with many a precious stoon.

Their hors-harneys was al whyte also;
And after hem next, in on company,
C_lmi_ king,s of armies, and no mo, 2_o

In clok_s of whyte cloth of gold, richly;
Chapelets of greene on their hedes on hy,
The crown,s that they on their scochones bere

Were set with perl_, ruby, and saphere,

And eek gret diamondi_s many on; 22._
But al their hors-hameys and other gerc

Was in a sute according, everichon,

As ye have herd the foresayd trumpets were;
And, by seeming, they were nothing to lere;

And their gyding they did so manerly. 230
And after hem cam a greet company

Of heraudi_s and pursevaunt_s eke

Arrayed in clothi_s of whyt velu_t;
And hardily, they were nothing to seke

How they [up]on hem shuld the harneys set; 235
And every man had on a chal_let ;
Sc6chones and eke hors-harneys, indede,

They had in sute of hem that before hem yede.

Next after hem, came in armour bright,
A1 save their hedes, seemely knighti_s nyne; _4o

And every clasp and nail, as to my sight,
Of their hameys, were of red gold fyne ;

at z. broad. 2t2. fine; richely. 2z3. lords; here (read bere) ; see
223. 2:4 (and often) : their (for hir). neckes ; great peafles. 216.
echone, a17. stone, a18. horse ; all. at9. them (for hem) ;
one. 22o. kings. --2a. heads: bye. 2:13. crowns, aa4. pearle.
aa5. eke great Diamonds; one. 226. all; horse; geaxe. 227. euerichone.
aa8. heard. 230. there guiding. _3_. great, a32. herauds; pur-
seuaunts, a33. white. 235. on; should, a37. horse. 238. him (./'or attd
hem). 24o. heads ; knights, a4x. elaspe ; naile. 24a. their (for hit ?); so
in _z4, 2z6, _z8, a_. 2a3, _3o (there), _4o; &c.



XX. THE FLOWER AND THE LEAF. 369

With cloth of gold, and furred with ermyne
Were the tmppur_s of their sted_s strong,
Wyde and large, that to the ground did hong; 245

And every bosse of brydel and peitrel
That they had, was worth, as I would wene,
A thousand pound; and on their hed_s, wel
Dressed, were crown,s [all of laurer grene,
The best [y-]mad that ever I had seen; 250
And every knight had after him ryding
Three henshmen, [up]on him awaiting;

Of whiche _the first, upon a short tronchoun,
His lord,s helme[t] bar, so richly dight,
That the worst was worth[y] the raunsoun 255
Of a[ny] king; the second a sheld bright
Bar at his nekke; the thridde bar uptight
A mighty spere, ful sharpe [y-]ground and kene;
And every child ware, of leves grene,

A fresh chapelet upon his heres bright ; 260
And clokes whyte, of fyn veluet they ware;
Their sted_s trapped and [a]rayed tight
Without[en] difference, as their lordi_s were.
And after hem, on many a fresh co[u]rsere,
There came of armed knight, s such a rout _65
That they besprad the larg_ feld about.

And al they ware[n], after their degrees,
Chapi_lets new, made of laurer grene,
Some of oke, and some of other trees ;
Some in their hand,s beri_ boughi_s shene, 570
Some of laurer, and some of ok_s kene,
Some of hawthorn, and some of woodbind,
And many too, which I had not in mind.

544. their (forhir!); so:ima48,&e. _46. boose(t); bridle; paitrell. 248.
headswell. a49. l,tupply al. a$o. made; sene. a55. on. a53. whiche
eueryon a. _$4-lordshdme bare. a._5.worth, a56. a (readany);
shield, abT.Bare; neck; th_edbare. a58. spheare(I); ground, a6o.
haires. 26z. fine. were; read ware(as in a$9). a65. steeds; raied, a63.
Without; lords, a65.knights. 266. field, a67. were;rt_d warea.
aTO.hondsbare. 575. hauthome.

**** 13b
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And so they came, their hors freshly stering
With bloody sown_s of hir tromp_s loud; 27_
Ther sy I many an uncouth disgysing
In the array of these knight,s proud;
And at the last, as evenly as they eoud,
They took their places in-middes of the merle,
And every knight turned his horse[s] hede 280

To his felawe, and lightly laid a spere
In the [a]rest, and so just_s began
On every part about[en], here and there ;
Som brak his spere, som drew down hors and man ;
About the feld astray the stedi_s ran ; 28S
And, to behold their rule and governaunee,
I you ensure, it was a greet plesaunce.

And so the just_s last an houre and more;
But tho that crowned were in laurer grene
Wan the pryse; their dint_ were so sore 290
That ther was non ayenst hem might sustene;
And [than] the justing al was left of clene ;
And fro their hors the thine alight anon;
And so did al the remnant everiehon.

And forth they yede togider, twain and twain, 295

That to behold, it was a worldly sight,
Toward the ladies on the gren_ plain,
That song and daunced, as I sayd now fight.
The ladies, as soone as they goodly might,
They breke[n] of both the song and dance, 3o0
And yede to mete hem, with ful glad semblance.

And every lady took, ful womanly,
B_ the hond a knight, and forth they yede
Unto a fair laurer that stood fast by,
With levis lade, the bough_s of gret brede ; .3o._
And to my dome, there never was, indede,

274. horses. ,76. sic; disguising, hm_.7. knights. '79. their(for hir! see.275); soin 286,&c. 28o. a8I. fellow; speare.
28_. rest. 283. about. 284. Somebrake; some. 285. field; steeds.
287. greatpleasauace. 29o. dints. 29x. none. 292. /su._ than;
all. 293. horse, ninth; readnine. 296. worldly(/_rlJa_#sread
worthy). 297. green. 3oo. brake;they(¢rrorfor the). 3ol. meet; full.
302. tooke. 3o4. faint. $o5. great.
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[A] man that had seen half so fair a tree;
For underneth it there might wel have be

An hundred persons, at their own plesaunce,
Shadowed fro the hete of Phebus bright 3_o
So that they shuld have felt no [greet] grevaunce
Of rain, ne hail, that hem hurt[J] might.
The savour eek rejoice would any wight
That had be sick or melancolious,
It was so very good and vertuous, s_._

And with gret reverence they t"enclyned low
[Un]to the tree, so sote and fair of hew;
And after that, within a litel throw,
tBigonne they to sing and daunce of-new ;
Some song of love, some playning of untrew, 320
Environing the tree that stood upright;
And ever yede a lady and a knight.

And at the last I cast myn eye asyde, The :]_'lowor.
And was ware of a lusty company
That came, roming out of the feld wyde, a2_
Hond in hond, a knight and a lady ;
The ladies alle in surcotes, that richly
Purfyled were with many a fiche stoon;
And every knight of greene ware mantles on,

Embrouded wel, so as the surcotes were, 330
And everich had a chapelet on her hede ;
Which did right wel upon the shyning here,
Made of goodly floure_ whyte and retie.
The knight,s eke, that they in hond lede,
In sure of hem, ware chapelets everichon; 33s
And hem before went minstrels many on,

As harp, s, pypi_s, luti_s, and sautry,
AI in greene; and on their hed_s bare
Of dyvers flour,s, mad ful craftily,

307. Z_0_00,A ; halfe_:faire. 3o8. underneath: 309. their.(forhirT);
_urtleunee. 3xo. heat. 3IX.should;Isu#_ly greet. 3x_. tame; halle;

• SIS, P.ke. 3I@sicke; melancoliuL $_6. eucliniag; readenclyned;
._t544. 317. To; soot; faire. 318. little. 3x9. Theybeganto.
3_3. mine. 32.,;.field. 327. all ; richely. ._28.rich. $3o. well 33L
hed. 33a. well. 333. red. 334- kn/ghts;led. 3-_5.eueriehone.
336. beforehem; one. 338. heads. 339-madefullcraftely.

Bba
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AI in a sute, goodly chapelets they ware; 340
And so, dauncing, into the mede they fare,
In-mid the which they found a tuft that was
A1 oversprad with flour,s in compas.

Where[un]to they enclyned everichon
With greet reverence, and that ful humblely; 345
And, at the last[/_], there began anon
A lady for to sing right womanly
A bargaret in praising the daisy ;
For, as me thought, among her notes swete,
She sayd, ' Si douc_ est la Margarete: 350

Th_n they al answered her infere,
So passingly wel, and so plesauntly,
ThAt it was a blisful noise to here.

But I not [how], it happed sodainly,
As, about noon, the sonne so fervently 333
Wex hoot, that [al] the prety tender floures
Had lost the beauth of hit fresh eoloures,

For-shronk with hete; the ladies eek to-brent,
That they ne wist where they hem might bestow.
The knight_ swelt, for lak of shade ny shent; 36o
And after that, within a litel throw,
The wind began so sturdily to blow,
That down goth al the flour,s everichon
So that in al the mede there laft not on,

Save suche as socoured were, among the leves, 3%
Fro every storme, that might hem assail,
Growing under hegges and thikke greves ;
And after that, there came a storm of hail
And rain in-fete, so that, withouten fail,
The ladies ne the knight,s n'ade o threed 37o
Drye [up]on hem, so dropping was Jnir weed.

344: Whereto. 345. great; humbly. 346. last. 34.8.daide.
33o. dommt&la. 351. alL " 35_. well ; pleasaunfly. 3.54.In_IMy
how. 355- noone. 356. Waxewhote; Isup_Olyal. 357. beauty.
358. Forshronke;heat; eke. 360. knights; lack; nie. 36L little.
363. dowp.g_ethall; euefichone. 364. all; one. 365. succoured.
566. assaile__" 567. thicke. 368. storme; halle. 369. minein
feare;faile. 37o. knights. 37t. onthem so; her.
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And when the storm was clene passed away,
Tho [clad] in whyte, that stood under the tree,
They felt[J] nothing of the grete affray,
That they in greene without had in y-he. 37._
To hem they yed6 for routh and pith,
Hem to comfort after their greet disese ;
So fain they were the helpless for to ese,

Then was I ware how oon of hem in grene
Had on a crown[i_], rich and wel sitting; 3So
Wherfore I demed wel she was a quene,
And tho in greene on her were awaiting,
The ladies then in whyte that were coming
Toward[_s] hem, and the knight,s in-fere
Began to comfort hem and make hem chere. 385

The quene in whyte, that was of grete beautb,
Took by the hond the queen that was in grene,
And said, ' Suster, I have right.greet pith
Of your annoy, and of _he troublous tene
Wherein ye and your company have been 3,_o
So long, alas! and, if that it you plese
To go with me, I shal do you the ese

In al the pleisir that I can or may,'
Wherof the tother, humbly as she might,
Thanked her ; for in right ill aray 39_
She was, with storm and hete, I you behight.
And every lady then, anon-right,
That were in whyte, oon of hem took in grene
By the hond; which when the knightes had seen,

In lyke wyse, ech of hem took a knight 400
"Clad in grene, and forth with hem they fare
[Un]to an heggfi, where they, anon-right,
To make their justs, [1o !] they would not spare
Boughfis to hew down, and eek trefis square,

sty. cleane. 373. _r'-n_/Yclad. 374. felt; great. 376. them
(for hem). 37'1.Them (far Hem); great disease. 378. faiae;

hdplesse; ease. 37_..one. 38o. crown;well. 384. Towardthem; "knights. 38 . Queen; great beauty. 387. Tooke. 388.
greatpity. 39o. bene. 39x. please. 392. shall; ease. 39_. all;
pleasure. 396, heal 398. one; them. 399. knights; sene. 4oo.
them. 4O2.To. 4o3. iusts; sup/_/.rlo. 4o4. downe; eke.
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Wherewith they made hem stately fyres grete 4os
To dry their eloth_s that were wringing wete.

And after that, of herb_s that there grew,
They made, for blisters of the sonne brenning,
Very good and hoolsom ointments new,
Where that they yede, the sick fast anointing ; 4_o
And after that. they yede about gadring
Plesaunt salad,s, which they made hem ere,
For to refresh their greet unkindly here.

The lady of the Leef then gan to pray
Her of the Flour, (for so to my seeming 41$
They should[/_] be, as by their [quaint] array),
To soupe with her ; and eek, for any thing,
That she should with her al her people bring.
And she ayein, in right goodly manere,
Thanketh her of her most freendly chere, 420

Saying plainly, that she would obey
With al her hert al her commaund_ment.
And then anon, without lenger delay,
The lady of the Leef hath oon y-sent
For a palfray, [as] after her intent, OS
Arayed wel and fair in hameys of gold,
For nothing lakked, .that to him long shold.

And after that, to al her company
She made to purvey hors and every thing
That they needed ; and then, ful lustily, 430
Even by the herber where I was sitting,
They passed al, so plesantly singing,
That it would have comf6rted any wight ;
But then I sy a passing wonder sight :m

For then the nightingale, that al the day 435

Had in the laurer sete, and did her might
The hool servyse to sing longing to May,

405. great. 4o6. weat. 407. hearbs. 4o9. wholsome. 41o.
annointiag. 4xz. gadering. 4x2. PL_,,mnat; eat. 4z3. great;
heat. 4x4. lea.re;began(for gan). 4x5. floure. 4z6. should;
I.ruz92Myquaint. 417. eke. 4x8. all. 4t9. ayen. 420. frieadly
cheare. 42L obay. 42a. all; hartall. 424. Leafe; one. 425. I
sup,_/yaL 06. well; faire. 427. lacked;should. 4a8. all. 4a9.horr.e.
432. all; pleaaanfly. 434. de. 435. all.. 437. wholsernice.
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AI sodainly[be]ganto takeher flight;
And tothe ladyofthe Leefforthright

She flew, and set her on her hond softly, 440
Which was a thing I marveled of gretly.

The goldfinch eek, that fro the mealie-tree
Was fled, for hete, into the bushes cold,
Unto the lady of the Flour gan flee,
And on her bond he set him, as he wold, 445
And plesantly his wingi/s gan to fold ;
And for to sing they pained hem both as sore
As they had do of al the day before.

And so these ladies rood forth a gret pace,
And a! the rout of knight,s eek in-fete ; 45o
And I, that had seen al this wonder case,

Thought [that] I would assay, in some manere,
To know fully the trouth of this matere,
And what they were that rood so plesantly.
And, when they were the herber passed by, 455

I drest me forth, and happed to mete anon
Right a fair lady, I you ensure ;
And she cam ryding by herself aloon,
AI in whyte, with semblance ful demure.
I salued her, and bad good aventure 46o
•l'Might her befall, as I coud most humbly;
And she answered, 'My doughter, gramercy!'

' Ma(hm,' quod I, 'if that I durst enquere
Of you, I wold fain, of that company,
Wit what they be that past by this herbere?' 465

And she ayein answ6red right freendly:
'My fair daughter, al tho that passed hereby
In whyte clothing, be sen,ants everichoon
Unto the Leer, and I my-self am oon.

438. gan. 459. lea_re. 44x. greatly. 44z. eke; mediU. 445.heat.
,,A Flower; fie. 445.lair. 446. pleasantly; wings. 448. all 449-
He ; great. 450. knights. 45L aerieall. 45z- 2"ru_Olythat. 454-
rode; pleasantly. 457_ faire. 458. come; hir selfealone. 459-All.
46O.saluted(rt,,./ssined)-;badhergood (omither). 46L Must(readMight).
464. fain," 465. arbere. 466. ayen; friendly. 467. faire; all
468. euefichoae. 469. Leafe; _lfe ; one.
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See ye not her that crowned is,' quod she, 470
' AI in whyte ?' ' Madam_,' quod I, ' yis !'
' That is Diane, goddesse of chastitY;
And, for bicause that she a maiden is,
In her hond the braunch she bereth, this
That agnus-castus men call properly ; 47._
And alle the ladies in her company

Which ye see of that herb[_] chaplets were,
Be such as han kept fay hir maidenhede ;
And al they that of laurer chaplets bere
Be such as hardy were and fwan, indede, 4so
Victorious name which never may be dede.
And al they were so worthy of hir bond,
[As] in hir tyme, that non might hem withstond.

And tho that wer_ chapelets on hir hede
Of fresh woodbind, be such as never were 485
To love tmtrew in word, [ne] thought, ne dede,
But ay stedfast ; ne for plesaunce, ne fere,
Though that they shuld hit hert_s al to-tere,
Would never flit, but ever were stedfast,
Til that their lyves there asunder brast.' 49o

'Now, fair madam,' quod I, 'yet I would pray
Your ladiship, if that it might be,
That I might know[_], by some maner way,
Sith that it hath [y-]lyked your beaut_,
The trouth of these ladies for to tel me ; 495
What that these knight,s be, in rich armour ;
And what tho be in grene, and were the flour ;

And why that some did reverence to the tree,
And some unto the plot of flour, s fair ?'

'With right good wil, my fair doughter,' quod she, 500
' Sith your desyr is good and debonair.

471. All; yes (readyis). 472. goddes; chastity. 476. all. 477.
heath. 478. kepte; alway(readay) ; her. 479. beare. 480. manly(read
wan). 482. all ; ther(readhit). 483. I su_ly As ; none. 484. wee.re;
ther (readhir). 486. untrue; Isurely ne. 487. aye; pleasance. 488.
theirhartsall. 49o. Till ; their(readhirI). 49I. faire. 495. know. 494.
liked. 495. tell 496-knighta. 497. weare. 499. faire, boo. will;
doghter. 5ol. youredesire; debonalre.
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Tho nine, crowned, be very exemplair

Of all honour longing to chivalry,
And those, certain, be called the Nine Worthy,

Which ye may see [here] ryding al before, 505
That in hir tyme did many a noble dede,
And, for their worthines, ful oft have bore
The crowne of laurer-leves on their hede,

As ye may in your oldie] bokes rede;
And how that he, that was a conquerour, 5zo

Had by laurer alway his most honour.

And tho that bere bough6s in their hond

Of the precious laurer so notable,
Be such as were, I wol ye understond,

Noble knight,s of the RoundlY] Table, 51._
And eek the Douseperes honourable;
Which they bere in signe of victory,

tAs witness of their dedes mightily.

Eek there be knight,s olde of the Garter,

That in hir tyme did right worthily; 520
And the honour they did to the laurer
Is, for by [it] they have their laud hoolly,
Their triumph eek, and martial glory;

Which unto hem is more parfyt richesse
Than any wight imagine can or gesse. 535

For oon leef given of that noble tree

To ar_.y wight that hath don worthily,
And it be doon so as it ought to be,

Is more honour then any thing erthly.
Witnesse of Rome that founder was, truly, 530

Of all knighthood and ded_s marvelous;
Record I take of Titus Livius.

And as for her that crowned is in greene,
It is Flora, of these flour,s goddesse;

|

Sos. exemplaire. 504. certalne. 505. Isu_otOlyhere. 507. their (read
hir_ se_$o6); so in flU, $$e. 508. leaues.509. oldbooke_ 512. beare.
bowes ; see _7o. 514. w_l. 515. knights ; round. 516. eke; dousepeds.
5x7. be.are. ^_118.It is (but read As). 519. Eke ; knights old. 522.
Isu_ly it; wh,,,.j. 523. eke; marshall (I). 524. them; fiches. 526.
one leafe. 527, 528. done. b_9. earthly. 53o. Wimes. 551.
deeds,
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And al that here on her awaiting been, $35
It are such [folk] that loved idlenes,
And not delyte [had] of no busines
But for to hunt and hauke, and pley in medes,

And many other such [lyk] idle dedes.

And for the greet delyt and [the] plesaunce 540
They have [un]to the flour, so reverently
They unto it do such [gret] obeisaunce,
As ye may see.' 'Now, fair madame,' quod I,
' If I durst ask what is the cause and why
That knighti_s have the signe of [all honour 545
Rather by the Leer than by the Flour?'

'Sothly, doughter,' quod she, ' this is the trouth:
For knight,s ever should be pers6vering,
To seeke honour without feintyse or slouth,
Fro wele to better, in al maner thing ; sSo
In signe of which, with Levis ay lasting
They be rewarded after their degree,
Whos lusty grene may not appeired be,

But ay keping hit beauth fresh and greene ;
For there nis storm [non] that may h¢m deface, .%5
Hail nor snow, wind nor frost,s kene;
Wherfore they have this propert_ and grace.
And for the Flour within a litel space
Wol be [y-]lost, so simple of natiJre
They be, that they no grevance may endure, 560

And every storm wil blow hem sone away,

Ne they last not but [as] for a sesoun,
That _ris the cause, the very trouth to say,
That they may not, by no way of resoun,
Be put to no such occupacioun.' $65

535. all; beeue. $36. I su/_/r folk. 557- deliteof; busines. $39.
I su_ly lyk. $40. greatdehte; I sua¢_lythe; pleasaunee. 54'. to ;
andso (omitand). $42. IsuitdOlygret. ._43.fMre. 544-sake. 545.
knights; Isu_r al. 546. leafe; floure: 548. knights. 55o. all.
$5x. leauesaye. $$2. their;readhir! 553. Whose; greenMaymay(_c).
$$4.aye ; theirbeauty. 555.storme; Isu_ly non. 556. Halle ; frosts.
$57. propertie. $58. floure; little. $59. Woll; lost. $60. greeuaace.
$6x. stormewill; them. 56=. lsupa_,-_s; _Mon. $65. Thatif their
(readThat is the). $64. reason. 565. occupacion.
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'Madame,' quod I, ' with al my hool servyse
I thank you now, in my most humble wyse.

For now I am ac_rtain_d throughly
Of every thing I d_sired to know.'
' I am right glad that I have said, sothly, ._7o
Ought to your pleysir, if ye wil me trow,'
Quod she ayein, ' but to whom do ye ow
Your servyce ? and which wil ye honour,
Tel me, I pray, this yeer, the Leer or Flour ?'

'Madame,' quod I, 'though I [be] leest worthy, 57s
Unto the Leef I ow myn observaunce.'
'That is,' quod she, 'right wel don, certainly,
And I pray god to honour you avaunce,
And kepe you fro the wikked r_membraunce
Of Male-Bouche, and al his cruelt_ ; 58o
And aUe that good and wel-condicioned be.

For here may I no lenger now abyde,
I must folowe the gret[_] company
That ye may see yonder before you ryde.'
And forth[right], as I couth, most humblely, Sss
I took my leve of her as she gan hy
After hem, as fast as ever she might ;
And I drow hoomward, for it was nigh night ;

And put al that .I had seen in wryting,
Under support of hem that lust it rede. s9o
O litel book, thou art so unconning,
How darst thou put thy-self in prees for drede ?
It is wonder that thou wexest not rede,
Sith that thou wost ful lyre who shal behold
Thy rude langage, ful boistously unfold. S95

Ex2Midt.

566. all minewhole. 567. thanke. 57x. pleasure;will. 57a.
ayen; whomedoe; owe. 573. woll. 574. Tell; yeere;leafeor the
flour. 575. I least. 576. leafe; owemine. 577. well done.
58o. maleboueh;all; crNeltie. 58x. all. 583. follow; great. 585.
forthas; humbly. 586. tooke; hie. 587. them. 588. homeward.
589. alL 59o. them; it to rede(omit to). 59L littlebooke. 594-
shall. 595. full.
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N Septembre, at the falling of the leer,The fressh sesoun was al-togider doon,
And of the corn was gadered in the sheef;
In a gardyn, about twayn after noon,
Ther were ladyes walking, as was her wone, ._
Foure in nombre, as to my mynd cloth falle,
And I the fifte, the simplest of hem aUe.

Of gentilwomen fayre ther were also,
Disporting hem, everiehe after her gyse,
In crosse-aleys walking, by two and two, 1o
And some alone, after her fantasyes.
Thus oeeupyed we were in dyvers wyse;
And yet, in trouthe, we were not al alone ;
Ther were knight6s and squyers many one.

' Wherof I served ?' oon of hem asked me ; 's
I sayde ayein, as it fel in my thought,
' To walke about the mase, in certaynt_,
As a woman that [of] nothing rought.'
He asked me ayein--' whom that I sought,
And of my colour why I was so pale ?' ao
'Forsothe,' quod I, 'and therby lyth a tale.'

From Th. (Thynne, ed. 153a ) ; COmlbared zt_'h A. (._,ddit. 34360) ; and T.
(TrimR. 3. x9). TITLmTb. The assembleof ladies; T. the Boke callyd
/_mble deDamys. I.A. leef; Th. lefe. 2. Th. ceason. 3. Th.
come; gathered. A. in ; Th. T. ore. A. sheef; Th. shefe. 4- Th. gardyne
aboutetwayne; noone. 6. Th.myndedothefal. 7. Th. fyfthe; A. T.
rift, A.T. om.the. Th. aL 13. Th.T. al;A. om. x6. Th. saydayen;A.
seydeageyne. 17. Th.aboute. 18. I su_IJt of. 19. Th. ayen;A.
ageyn, aI. Th. lythe. [Henc_or_ard unmarked readings are from Thynne.]



XXI. THE ASSEMBLY OF LADIES. 38x

'That must me wite,' quod he, ' and that anon;
Tel on, let see, and make no tarying.'
'Abyd,' quod I, 'ye been a hasty oon,

I let you wite it is no litel thing. _5
But, for bicause ye have a greet longing
In your desyr, this proces for to here,

I shal you tel the playn of this matere.q

It happed thus, that, in an after-noon,

My felawship and I. by oon assent, ao
Whan al our other besinesse was doon,

To passe our tyme, into this mase we went,
And toke our wayes, eche after our entent ;
Some went inward, and 1"wend they had gon out,
Some stode amid, and loked al about. 3_

And, sooth to say, some were ful fer behind,

And right anon as ferforth as the best ;
Other ther were, so mased in her mind,
A1 wayes were good for hem, bothe eest and west.
Thus went they forth, and had but litel rest; 4o

And some, her corage did hem sore assayle,
For very wrath, they did step over the rayle!

And as they sought hem-self thus to and fro,
I gat myself a litel avauntage ;
AI for-weried, I might no further go, 45
Though I had won right greet, for my viage.

So corn I forth into a strait passage,
Which brought me to an herber fair and grene,
Mad with benches, ful craftily and clene,

That, as me thought, ther might no creature _o
Devyse a better, by dew proporcioun ;
Safe it was closed wel, I you ensure,

a_.,411me. A. wite;Th.T, wete. aaone. 2$.se;taryea_. a4. Abyde;
ben. s5. A. wire; Th. T. wete. 26. great. 27. aesyre; processe.
_8. playne. 29. noone. 3o. one. 3L A. oure ; Th. T. _ T.A..

besynes was ; Th. besyaesseswere doone_Th 34- AII went (tu_e) ; readwend (=weened). 354"A.amyddis; . T. in the myd. aboute. 36.
sothe. A.T. fer; Th. krr_. behyade. 37. fefforthe ; beste. 38. mynde.
40. forthe. 4L A. so (/St sore). 42. wrathe. A. stept (for did step).
43, A. thus; T. Th. 0m. -selfe. 44. gate. 46. great. 47- came; A.
com. forthe; strayte. 48. fayre. 49. ,'///Made. T. craRyly; A. Th.
crafty. 5L T. dew; Th. dewe; A. ore.
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With masonry of compas enviroun,

Ful secretly, with stayres going doun
Inmiddes the place, with turning wheel, certayn ; ._S
And upon that, a pot of marjolain;

With margarettes growing in ordinaunce,
To shewe hemself, as folk went to and fro,

That to beholde it was a greet plesaunce,
And how they were acompanyed with mo 6o
Ne-m'oublie-mies and sovenez also ;

The porte pensees were not disloged there;
No, no! god wot, her place was every-where!

The flore beneth was paved faire and smothe
With stones square, of many dyvers hew, 65
So we] joyn_d that, for to say the sothe,

A1 seined oon (who that non other knew);
And underneth, the strem_s new and new,

As silver bright, springing in suche a wyse

That, whence it cam, ye coude it not devyse. 7o

A litel whyle thus was I al alone,

Beholding wel this d61ectable place;
My felawship were coming everichone,

So must me nedes abyde, as for a space.

Rememb[e]ring of many dyvers cace 75
Of tyme passed, musing with sighes depe,

I set me doun, and ther I fel a-slepe.

And, as I slept, me thought ther corn to me
A gentilwoman, merely of stature ;
Of greet worship she seined for to be, 8o

Atyred wel, not high, but by mesure;
Her countenaunce ful sad and ful demure ;

53. _a___nrye. A.T. compas ; Th. compac_ ._4` T. steyers. 55.
whele. 56. porte. A. Mm'goleyne; Th. M_r_elayne; T. Margelaya.
58. -selfe ; folke. 59. great. 6o. howe. 61. A. Ne moub|i_mies;
Th. Ne momblysaesse; T. Ne momblyaes. A. soueaez; T. soue_aes; Th.
souenesse. 6_. All peases. 65. A. No no ; Th. T. Ne (1). wore.
64- A. beneth; Tb. T. and beuche 0). Th. s-moth. 65. hewe. 67.
one. A. who ; Th. T. ore. none; knewe. 68. eCureamesnewe and newe.
70. came. 7z. A. thus ; Th. T. ore. 74. muste. T. nedys ; Th. aedest ;
A. nede. A. as;Th.T, om. 76. A. musyag;Th.T, om. 77. dowae. 78.
A. corn; Th. came. 8o. Th. great. 8a. s_Ide. A. ful (z); Th. T. ore.
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Her colours blewe, al that she had upon ;

Ther corn no mo [there] but herself aloon.

Her gown was wel embrouded, certainly, 8._
With sovenez, after her own devyse ;

On her purfyl her word [was] by and by
Bien el laA'alraent, as I coud devyse.
Than prayde I her, in every maner wyse
That of her name I might have remembraunce; 90
She sayd, she called was Persdveraunce.

So furthermore to speke than was I bold,
Where she dwelled, I prayed her for to say ;

And she again ful curteysly me told,
"My dwelling is, and hath ben many a day 95
With a lady."w" What lady, I you pray ?"
"Of greet estate, thus warne I you," quod she;

"What cal ye her?"---" Her name is LoyaltY."

"In what offyce stand ye, or in what degr_?"
Quod I to her, "that wolde I wit right fayn." too

"I am," quod she, " unworthy though I be,
Of her chambre her ussher, in certayn;

This rod I bere, as for a token playn,

Lyke as ye know the rule in such servyce
Pertayning is unto the same offyce. _o_

She charged me, by her commaundi_ment,
To warn you and your felawes everichon,

That ye shuld come there as she is present,
For a counsayl, which shal be now anon,

Or seven day,s be comen and gon. t_o
And furthermore, she bad that I shuld say

Excuse there might be non, nor [no] delay.

84. A. corn ; Th. came. I ru._/y there. 85. gowne. A. embrowded ; T.
enbrowdyd; Th. enbrandred. 86. A. souenez ; Th. T. stones. 87. A. On ;
Th. T. In. A. the ; Th. T. her. All worde; read word was. 88. A.
Bieu loklmentas I cowde me deuyse. 89. A. euery; T. many (am. in) ;
Th. any. 9I. A//was called. 9a. A. than ; Th. T. am. bolde. 94.
agayne ; curtedy ; tolde. _95. be. 97. great. 99. stande_ Joo. A.
wit; Tk.T. wete. A. ful; TKT. right, xo2. hussher(A. T.vr_her); certtyne.
IO3. rodde; beare; playne, xo4. knowe, xo$. A. Perteyneng ; Th. T.
Apertaynyag. A. vnto; Th. T. to. 1o7. warne ; -one. Io8. shulde.
Io9. eounsayle; hOWerhone, xto. gone. xxx. shnlde. _xa. I
ru_O' no.
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Another thing was nigh forgetbehind

',Vhichein no wyse I wolde but ye itknew;

Remembre wel, and bere it in your mind, "5
Al your felawes and ye must come in blew,

Every liche able your maters for to sew;
With more, which I pray you thinke upon,
Your word,s on your slev_s everichon.

And be not ye abasshed in no wyse, x2o
As many been in suche an high presence ;

Mak your request as ye can best devyse,
And she gladly wol yeve you audience.
There is _no greef, ne no manet offence,

Wherin ye fele that your herte is displesed, ,2_
But with her help right sone ye shul be esed."

"I am right glad," quod I, "ye tel me this,
But there is non of us that knoweth the way."

"As of your way," quod she, "ye shul not mis,
Ye shul have oon to gyde you, day by day, ,ao
Of my felawes (I can no better say)

Suche oon as shal tel you the way ful right;
And Diligence this gentilwoman hight.

A woman of right famous governaunce,
And wel cherisshed, I tel you in certayn; ,35

Her felawship shal do you greet plesaunce.
Her port is suche, her maners trewe and playn ;

She with glad chere wol do her besy payn
To bring you there ; now farwel, I have don."

"Abyde," sayd I, "ye may not go so sone." ,40

"Why so?" quod she, "and I have fer to go
To yeve warning in many dyvers place
To your felawes, and so to other mo;

And wel ye wot, I have but litel space."

II 3. A. nygh ; Th. T. not (l'. behynde, xx4. knewe, xx5. beare.
x16. muste ; blewe, xI9. T. wordys ; sleuys. Iao. So A. ; Th. T. be
not abasahed in no m_-er wyse. xa2. Make. i2 4. grefe, ia 5. dis-
pleased. 126. helpe. A. shul ; Th. T. shal. eased, xa7. T. (/_ading) :
DiligenceGuyde. _29. A. shul; Th.T. shaL x_o. A. shul; Th.T. shal. A.
one (loon); Th. T. om. z3a. one; waye. I35. A. I sey yow for.
136. great, x37. porte; playne. 139. A. T. farewele now have L I4o.
A. quod (for sty&), x4x. _erre. x44- wote.
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"Now yet," quod I, "ye must tel me this cace, x+5
If we shal any man unto us cal ?"

"Not oon," quod she, "may come among you al."

" Not oon," quod I, "ey ! benedicite l

What have they don ? I pray you tel me that!"
"Now, by. my lyf, I trow but wel," qdod she; _5o
"But ever I can bileve there is somwhat,

And, for to say you trouth, more can I nat ;

In questiouns I may nothing be large,
I medle no further than is my charge."

"Than thus," quod I, "do me to understand, _Ss
What place is there this lady is dwelling ?"

"Forsothe," quod she, "and oon sought al this land,
Fairer is noon, though it were for a king
Devysed wel, and that in every thing.

The toures hy ful plesaunt shul ye find, t6o
With fanes fressh, turning with every wind.

The chambres and parlours both of oo sort,
With bay-windowes, goodly as may be thought,
As for daunsing and other wyse disport ;

The galeryes right wonder wel y-wrought, x6s
That I wel wot, if ye were thider brought.

And took good hede therof in every wyse,
Ye wold it thinke a very paradyse."

"What hight this phce?" quod I; "now say me that."

"Plesaunt Regard," quod she, "to tel you playn." x7o
"Of verray trouth," quod I, "and, wot ye what,

It may right wel be called so, certayn;
But furthermore, this wold I wit ful fayn,

x45. Nowe ; A. om. x47. one. Th.amonges; A.T. araong, x48. A.
Nat one quod Iey ; Th. Not one than sayd I eygh ; T. Not oon then sayd I O.
x49. A. they ; Th. T. L done. I5o. Th. Nowe ; lyre. 152. tronthe.
T. A. nat ; Th. not. x53. questyons. Th. be to large; A. ore. to. x54-
A.medle; Th. meddle. A.is(inla/er_wO; Th.T. om. x5._- vnderstande.
157. one; lande. I58. none. 16o. hye. A. shul; Th. shal. fynde.
x6L A. fanes; Th. phanes;+T. vanes, wgnde. 16a. A. ore. and. A.
parlours; Th. parlers ; T. t/iu'lors. A. both ; Th. T. ore. A. oo ; Th. T. a.
sorte, x64. disporte, x66. wote. x67. A. toke; Th T. take. 168.
Th. wol; A.T. wold. z69. A. this; Th.T. the. howe. zTo. regarde;
playne. I7I. A. verray; T. verrey; Th. verey, wote. ITa. A. om. right.
173. A. T. ful; Th. right.
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What shulde I do as sone as I come there,
And after whom that I may best enquere ?" ,7._

"A gentilwoman, a porter at the yate

There shal ye find; her name is Countenaunce;
If tit so hap ye come erly or late,
Of her were good to have som acquaintaunce.

She can tel how ye shal you best avaunce, 1So
And how to come to her ladyes presence;
To her word/_s I rede you yeve credence.

Now it is tyme that I depart you fro ;
For, in good sooth, I have gret businesse."

"I wot right wel," quod I, "that it is so ; _8._
And I thank you of your gret gentilnesse.
Your comfort hath yeven me suche hardinesse

That now I shal be bold, withouten fayl,
To do after your _ivyse and counsayk"

Thus parted she, and I lefte al Moon; 19o
With that I saw, as I beheld asyde,
A woman come, a verray goodly oon ;
And forth withal, as I had her aspyed,

Me thought anon, [that] it shuld be the gyde ;
And of her name anon I did enquere. 195
Ful womanly she yave me this answere.

"I am," quod she, "a simple creature
Sent from the court ; my name is Diligence.
As sone as I might come, I you ensure,
I taried not, after I had licence ; 2o0

And now that I am come to your presence,
Look, what servyce that I can do or may,

Commaund8 me ; I can no further say."

I thanked her, and prayed her to come nere,
Because I wold see how she were arayed; _o._

x74. T. shulde I ; Th. I shulde ; A. shal I. x7._. A. that ; Th. T. ot_.
176. A. at; Th. T. of. 177. fyade. I78. Th. "_. ye (.for it); A. ore.
(but it seems required), xSo. So A. ; Th. T. you tel howe ye shsl you.
18I. howe. Th. her ; A. T. this. I82. A. T. yow ; Th. ye. gyue. 183.
Th, om. that. T. depart; Th. parte; A. psrt. 184. A.T. soth; Th.
faythe, great, x85. wote, x86. thanke ; great, z87. comforte.
A. sue.he; Th. T. ore. x88. howe; bolde ; fayle, x89. A. auise ; Th.
adayce. Th. and good ; A. T. ore. good. z98. courte. _ox. howe.
zo2. A. that ; Th. T. ore. 2o5. wolde se howe. A. were ; Tlu T. was.
arayde.
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Her gown was blew, dressed in good manere
With her devyse, her word also, that sayd
l'ant que je i#uis ; and I was wel apayd ;
For than wist I, withouten any more,
It was ful trew, that I had herd before, sio

"Though we took now before a litel space,

It were ful good," quod she, "as I coud gesse.'"
"How fer," quod I, "have we unto that place ?"
"A dayes journey," quod she, "but litel lesse;
Wherfore I red_ that we onward dresse; 2*5

For, I suppose, our felawship is past,
And for nothing I wold that we were last."

Than parted we, at springing of the day,

And forth we wente [a] soft and esy pace,
Til, at the last, we were on our journey aao

So fer onward, that we might see the place.
"Now let us res.t," quod I, "a litel space,
And say we, as devoutly as we can,
A aeater-noster for saint Julian."

"With al my herte, I assent with good wil, _._

Much better shul we spede, whan we have don."
Than taried _e, and sayd it every del.

And whan the day was fer gon after noon,
We saw a place, and thider cam we sone,
Which rounde about was closed with a wal, a3o

Seining to me ful lyke an hospital.

Ther found Ioon, had brought al myn aray,

A gentilwoman of myn aquaintaunce.
"I have mervayl," quod I, "what maner way
Ye had knowlege of al this ordenaunce." a3._
"Yis, yis," quod she, "I herd Persdveraunce,

ao7. worde; sayde, zo8. apayde, zo9. A. For; Th. T. And. , lo.
trewe; herde, axx. howe. alz. coude. 2I 3. Howe fame. A.
that ; To. T. the. 2I 5. A. onward ; Th. T. outwarde. 2t 7. So A. ;
Th. T. wolde not we were the last. z18. A. parted ; Tb. T. departed. Th.
T. at the ; A. ore. the. . al 9. faun,ely a. T. and an esy. aaz. far.
A. onward; Th. T. outwarde, re. z2_. Nowe. aaS. A. myn heft
_uod she I _re me wele (bettert). 226. A. shul ; Th. shal. aa7. A.

ele ; T. delle; Th. dyl. aa8. A. was fer gon ; Th. T. was past farre.
az9. sawe; came. 23o. aboute, a._z. founde I one. a33. myne.
a34. meruayle, a36. A. Yis yis ; Th. Yes yes. herde.
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How she warned your felawes everichon,
And what aray that ye shulde have upon."

"Now, for my love," quod I, "this I you pray,
Sith ye have take upon you al the payn, 24o

That ye wold helpe me on with myn aray ;
For wit ye wel, I wold be gon ful fayn."
"AI this prayer nedeth not, certayn ;"

Quod she agayn; "corn of, and hy you sone,
And ye shal see how wel it shal be doom" 24.,i

"But this I dout me greetly, wot ye what,

That my felawes ben passed by and gon."
"I warant you," quod she, "that ar they nat ;
For here they shul assemble everichon.

Notwithstanding, I counsail you anon; 250
Mak you redy, and tary ye no more,
It is no harm, though ye be there afore."

So than I dressed me in myn amy,
And asked her, whether it were wel or no ?

"It is right wel," quod she, "unto my pay; 25$

Ye nede not care to what place ever ye go."
And whyl that she and I debated so,

Cam Diligence, and saw me al in blew:

"Sister," quod she, "right wel brouk ye your new!"

Than went we forth, and met at aventure 26o

A yong woman, an officer seining:

"What is your name," quod I, "good creature?"
"Discrecioun," quod she, "without lesing."

"And where," quod I, "is your most abyding?"
"I have," quod she, "this office of purchace, 26S
Cheef purveyour, that longeth to this place."

257. T. A. your ; Th. her. -one. 258. A. that ; Th. T. ore. A. shal.
239. Nowe. 240. A. this (for the). 24x. wolde ; myae. 242.
wolde; gone. A. ful ; Th. T. ryght, fayne. 243. certayae. 244.
agayae come ; hye. 245. se. A. how wele ; Th. T. anone, done.
246. doute ; greatly wore. 247. T. byn ; A. biea ; Th. be. gone.
248. A. waraunt ; Th. T. warne. 249. A. T. shul ; Th. shal. -one.
250. eounsayle; aaone. _5x. A. ye (/.wke); Th. T. you (mdce). 252.
harme thoughe. A. afore; Th. T. before, a57. A. while; Th. whyles.
258. Came ; sawe ; blewe. 259.. broke (for brouk). Before 260 :
Th. T. Discrecyon purvyour. 26o. wente. 26z. yonge; semynge.
_63. Dyscrecyon; lesynge. 264. abydynge. 266. Chefe.
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"Fair love," quod I, "in al your ordenaunce,
What is her name that is the herbegere?"
"For sothe," quod she, "her name is Acquaintaunce,
A woman of right gracious manere." 27o

Than thus quod I, "What straungers have ye here?"
"But few," quod she, "of high degree ne low;
Ye be the first, as ferforth as I know."

Thus with tal_s we cam streight to the yate;
This yong woman departed was and gon ; 2;,5

Cam Diligence, and knokked fast therat;
"Who is without ?" quod Countenaunce anon.

"Trewly," quod I, "fair sister, here is oon!"
"Which oon ?" quod she, and therwithal she lough;
"I, Diligence! ye know me wel ynough." 280

Than opened she the yate, and in we go ;
With word,s fair she sayd ful gentilly,

"Ye are welcome, ywis! are ye no too?"
"Nat oon," quod she, "save this woman and I."
"Now than," quod she, "I pray yow hertely, 285

Tak my chambre, as for a whyl, to rest
Til your felaw_s come, I holde it best."

I thanked her,-and forth we gon echon
Til her chambre, without[en] word,s too.
Cam Diligence, and took her leve anon; 290

"Whet-ever you list," quod I, "now may ye go ;
And I thank you right hertely also

Of your labour, for which god do you meed ;
I can no more, but Jesu be your speed !"

Than Countenaunc_ asked me anon, 295
"Your felawship, where ben they now?" quod she.
"For sothe," quod I, "they be coming echon;

Before _67 : Th. T. Acquayntannce herbyger. 267. Fayre. _68.
A. herbegyer; Th.T. herbygere. 272. /ewe; hyghe degre; lowe. 273.
knowe. Before 274 : Th. Countenaance porter. 274. came. 275. yonge.
276. Came; therate. 277. aaone. 578. Truely ; fayre ; one. 279.
Whiche one; loughe. 280. knowe; ynoughe. 28z. T. yate; A.
Th.gste. 282.fayre..284.one. 285.Nowe. 286.Take. A.as;
Th.T.ore.whyle. 288.A.gon;Th.go. A.echeon;Th.T.euerychone.
289.,411without(1). 29o.Came ;toke;leaueonone. 291.A.yow ;
Th.T.ye. nowe. 29_.thanke. 293.laboure;whiche;mede. 294.
spede. 295. anone. 296. A. now; Th. T. otn. 297. A. eche
one; Th. T. euerychone_
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But in certayn, I know nat wher they be,

Without I may hem at this window see.
Here wil I stande, awaytinge ever among, 300

For, wel I wot, they wil nat now be long."

Thus as I stood musing ful busily,

I thought to take good hede of her amy,
Her gown was blew, this wot I verely,
Of good fasoun, and furred wel with gray; 3o_
Upon her sieve her word (this is no nay),

Which sayd thus, as my penn_ can endyte,
A moi gut je roy, writen with lettres whyte.

Than forth withal she cam streight unto me,
"Your word," quod she, "fayn wold I that I knew." 3_o
"Forsothe," quod I, "ye shal wel knowe and see,

And for my word, I have non; this is trew.
It is ynough that my clothing be blew,
As here-before I had eommaundSment;

And so to do I am right wel content. 3x5

But tel me this, I pray you hertely,
The steward here, say me, what is her name?"

"She hight largesse, I say you suSrly;
A fair lady, and of right noble fame.

Whan ye her see, ye wil report the same. 320
And under her, to bid you welcome al,
There is Belchere, the marshal of the hall.

Now al this whyle that ye here tary stil,

Your own maters ye may wel have in mind.
But tel me this, have ye brought any bil?" 3z._
"Ye, ye," quod I, "or els I were behind.
Where is there oon, tel me, that I may find

298. SoA; Th.T. Butwhere they are l knowenocertaynte, a99. wyndowe
se. 300. amonge: _ox. A. now ; Th. otto. 3on..stode musyage. 304.
gowne; blewe ; wore. 3o5. facyon. 3o6. worde. 3o7. A. The whiche.
3o8. A. O (for ,4). A. lettres ; Th. letterg 3o9. A. Than ferforthas she
com. came. A. vnto ; Th. to. 3xo. T. worde; Th. wordes ; A. ont. (see
31a). fayne. 3Ix. se. 31a. worde; none; trewe. 3x3. ynonghe;
blewe. Above 316 : Th. Largessestewarde; T. Belchere Marchall. 3x8.
T. sewerly ; Th. surely. 319. fayre. A. right of nobil. 320. se ;
reporte. 3_a. A. Bealehiere; T. Belchere; Th. Belchier. A. the (l) ; Th.T.
ore. 323. Th. Nowe. 324. A. matiers, myade. 326. A. or ; Th.
T. and. behyade. 3a7. one ; fynde.
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To whom that I may shewe my matters playn?"
"Surely," quod she, "unto the chamberlayn."

"The chamberlayn?" quod I, "[now] say ye trew?" 330
"Ye, verely," sayd she, "by myne advyse;
Be nat afcrd; unto her lowly sew."
"It shal be don," quod I, "as ye devyse ;

But ye must knowe her name in any wyse?"
"Trewly," quod she, "to tell you in substaunce, 335
Without fayning, her name is Remembraunce.

The secretary yit may not be forget ;
For she may do right moche in every thing.
Wherfore I rede, whan ye have with her met,

Your mater hool tel her, without fayning; 34o
Ye shal her finde ful good and ful loving."
"Tel me her name," quod I, "of gentilnesse."

"By my good sooth," quod she, "Avys_nesse."

"That name," quod I, "for her is passing good;
For every bil and cedule she must see ; 345
Now good," quod I, "com, stand there-as I stood ;
My felawes be coming; yonder they be."

"Is it [a] jape, or say ye sooth?" quod she.
"In jape ? nay', nay ; I say you for certain ;
See how they come togider, twain and twain!" 3So

"Ye say ful sooth," quod she, "that is no nay;
I see coming a goodly company."
"They been such folk," quod I, "I dar wel say,
That list to love; thinke it ful verily.

And, for my love, I pray you faithfully, 35S

At any tyme, whan they upon you cal,
That ye wol be good frend unto hem al."

328. playne. 3_9, 33°. Chamberlayne. Above 330 : Th. T. Remem-
brauncechamberlayne. 330. 1 su_ly now. trewe. 332. aferde. A.
aferdbut lowly til hir. Th. sewe ; T. sew ; A. shewe. 333. done. 334.
A. me (for ye). 335. T. A. relic; Th. shewe. 336. A. T. Without;
Th, Withoutot. Above 337 : T. Auysen[e]s. 337. A.yit may nat ;
Th. T. she may not yet be. 338. A. may do ; Th. T. doth. thyoge.
339. A. T. met ; Th. ymet. 34o. matere hole ; faynynge. 34I. louynge.
34a. A. gentillesse. 343- sothe. 344- A. name; Th. T. ore. 345.
se. 346. Nowe ; corse stande; stode, 348. I ru/_30lya. sothe. 349-
A. it (for you). certayue. 35o. Se; twayne (t_ice). 351. sothe.
A. it (for tlmt). 35_. se comynge. 353. ben suche foIke. A. I dare
wele ; T. I dare; Th. dare L 354. A. ful ; Th. T. ore. 356. A. T.
yow ; Th. me (I). 357- frende. T. vnto ; A. Th. to.
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"Of my frendship," quod she, "they shal nat mis,
And for their ese, to put therto my payn."

"God yelde it you!" quod I; "but tel me this, 36o
How shal we know who is the chamberlayn ?"

"That shal ye wel know by her word, certayn."
"What is her word ? Sister, I pray you say."

".Plus ne _Ourroy; thus wryteth she alway."

Thus as we stood togider, she and I, $65

Even at the yate my felawes were echon.
So met I hem, as me thought was goodly,
And bad hem welcome al, by on and on.

Than forth cam [lady] Countenaunce anon ;
"Ful hertely, fair sisters al," quod she, 370

"Ye be right welcome into this countree.

I counsail you to take a litel rest

In my chambre, if it be your plesaunce.
Whan ye be there, me thinketh for the best

That I go in, and cal pers_veraunce, 375
Because she is oon of your aquaintaunce ;

And she also wil tel you every thing
How ye shal be ruled of your coming."

My felawes al and I, by oon avyse,

Were'wel agreed to do lyke as she sayd. 380
Than we began to drCsse us in our gyse,
That folk shuld see we were nat unpurvayd;

And good wageours among us there we layd,
Which of us was atyred goodliest,
And of us al which shuld be praysed best. 385

The porter cam, and brought Pers_veraunce;
She welcomed us in ful curteys manere:

"Think ye nat long," quod she, "your attendaunce ;

358. frenshyp ; mysse. 359. ease ; payne. 36o. A. telle me ; Th.
T. take you. 36x. Howe. A. whiche (for who). chamberlayne. 36a.
worde certain,. 363. worde. A.T. suster. 365. stode. 366. echone.
368. one (twice). 369. A. forth corn ; Th. T. came forth. I sut_ly lady.
370. fayre. 372. co--_yle. 374- Th. thynketh; Th. A. thynke it.
376. A. oon ; Th. T. ore. 377. thinge. 378. Howe ; cominge. 379.
one. A. Avlse ; Th. T. aduyse. 38o. sayde. 38x. T. wyse (for gyse).
382. folke. A. se; Th. T. say. vnpurueyde. 383. A. wageours; Th. T.
wagers, amonge ; layde. 384- most goodlest (read goodliest) ; see 45a.
385. whicheshulde. A. And whiche of vs al preysed shuld be best. 386.
came. 387. A. ful; T. Th. ore. A.T. curteys ; Th. cm'tyse. 388.
Thinke. Th. T. of your; A. ore. of.
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I wil go speke unto the herbergere,
That she may purvey for your logging here. 39o
Than wil I go unto the chamberlayn
To speke for you, and come anon agayn."

And whan [that'] she departed was and gon,
We saw folk_s coming without the wal,
So greet people, that nombre coud we non ; 39s
Ladyes they were and gentilwomen al,
Clothed in blew, echon her word withal ;
But for to knowe her word or her devyse,
They cam so thikke, that I might in no wyse.

With that anon cam in Pers6veraunce, 4oo
And where I stood, she cam streight [un]to me.
"Ye been," quod she, "of myne olde acquaintaunce ;
You to enquere, the bolder wolde I be ;
What word they be.re, eche after her degree,
I pray you, tel it me in secret wyse; 405
And I shal kepe it close, on warantyse."

"We been," quod I, "fyve ladies al in-fere,
And gentilwomen foure in company ;
Whan they begin to open hir matere,
Than shal ye knowe hir word6s by and by ; 42o
But as for me, I have non verely,
And so I told Countenaunce here-before;

A1 myne amy is blew; what nedeth more?"

"Now than," quod she, "I wol go in agayn,
That ye may have knowlege, what ye shuld do." 41S
"In sooth," quod I, "if ye wold take the payn,
Ye did right moch for us, if ye did so.
The rather sped, the soner may we go.
Gret cost alway ther is in tarying;
And long to sewe, it is a wery thing." 42o

389. A. herbergier; Th. herbigere. 39o. A. may; Th.T. ore. lodginge.
39x. chamberlayne. 39a. anoneagayne. 393. I su2_/Ythat.
sawe; comynge. _eat ; coude; none. 397- echone; wo3_9_e.
398. worde. 399.3_b'h.T. I ne; A. we (otn.he). 4oo. anonecame.
4o:. stode; came. ,41/toe 4o4. worde. 4o5. A. prayyow ; Th. T. you
pray. secrete. 4o7. A. quodI fyveladies; Th.fyueladyes_uodI. 4O9,
4xo. her. 4xa. tolde. 4x3. blewe. 414. A. in ; Th. 2. ore. 415.
shulde. 416. soth; wolde; payae. 417. moche.T. wold(for 2riddid).
4:8. A. ye(forwe). 4:9. Great; tarienge. 4ao. loage. A. sue. thyage.
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Than parted she, and cam again anon;

"Ye must," quod she, "come to the chamberlayn."
"We been," quod "I, "now redy everichon

To folowe you whan-ever ye list, certayn.
We have non eloquence, to tel you playn ; 425
Beseching you we may be so excused,

Our trew mening, that it be not refused."

Than went we forth, after Pers6veraunce,

To see the prees; it was a wonder cace;

There for to passe it was greet comb[e]raunce, 430
The people stood so thikke in every place.

"Now stand ye stil," quod she, "a litel space;
And for your ese somwhat I shal assay,
If I can make you any better way."

And forth she goth among hem everichon, 435

Making a way, that we might thorugh pas
More at our ese; and whan she had so don,

She beckned us to come where-as she was;
So after her we folowed, more and las.

She brought us streight unto the chamberlayn; 440
There left she us, and than she went agayn.

We salued her, as reson wolde it so,

Ful humb[el]ly beseching her goodnesse,
In our maters that we had for to do

That she wold be good lady and maistresse. 44._
"Ye be welcome," quod she, "in sothfastnesse,

And see, what I can do you for to plese,
I am redy, that may be to your ese."

We folowed her unto the chambre-dore,

"Sisters," quod she, "come ye in after me." 4._o
But wite ye wet, there was a paved flore,
The goodliest that any wight might see;

421. came agayne atone. 432. -layne. 423. A. T. We bien quod I
now redy; Th. We be howe redy qaod I. -one. 4a4 . A. yow (far ye).
eertayne. 425. playae. 06. Beseehynge. 4_7. trewemeanyage.
428. wente. 4a9. se. 430. great combramaee (maul eomberatmee).
431. mode.. 43a. Nowe stande. 433. ease. A. shal I. 435-
amonge ; -one. 436. T. thorow ; Th. thorugh ; A. thurgh, passe. 437-
ease ; done. . 438. T. beckeayd ; Th. beekende. A. there (for where).
44o. -layne. 44L lefte. 40. T. salutyd, reason. 443. Th. great;
T. gret ; A. am. (after her). 444- A. readers. 445. wolde. 447.
st; A. so. please. 448. ease. 4bx. A. wite; Th. wete; T. wote.
452. se.
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And furthermore, about than loked we

On eche comer, and upon every wal,
The which was mad of berel and cristal ; 45_

Wherein was graven of stories many oon;

First how Phyllis, of womanly pitt,
Deyd pitously, for love of Demophoon.
Nexte after was the story of Tisbee,
How she slew her-self under a tree. 460

Yet saw I more, how in right pitous cas
For Antony was slayn Cleopatras.

That other syde was, how Hawes the shene
Untrewly was disceyved in her bayn.

There was also Annelida the quene, 465
Upon Arcy te how sore she did complayn.
AI these stories were graved there, certayn;

And many mo than I reherce you here;
It were to long to tel you al in-fere.

And, bicause the walli_s shone so bright, 47o
With fyne umple they were al over-sprad,

To that intent, folk shuld nat hurte hir sight;
And thorugh it the stories might be tad.
Than furthermore I went, as I was lad;

And there I saw, without[en] any fayl, 47S
A chayr_ set, with ful riche aparayl.

And fyve stages it was set fro the ground,
Of cassidony ful curiously wrought;
With four pomelles of golde, and very round,

Set with saphyrs, as good as coud be thought; 480

That, wot ye what, if it were thorugh sought,
As I suppose, fro this countrey til Inde,
Another suche it were right fer to finde!

4----

453. aboute. 454. A. eche a corner. 455- A. The ; Th. T. ore.
made. A. berel ; Th. Burel ; T. byralle. 456. one. 457- howe.
458. A. Deyd ; Th. Dyed. Demophone. 459. Th. Tysbe ; A. T. Thesbe.
46o. slowe; -selfe. 461. sawe ; howe. Th. T. a right; A. ore. a.
46_. slayne. 463. Th. T. was Hawes the shene ; A. was how Enelusene
(_ error for Melusiue). 464. A. Vntriewlywas ; Th. T. Ful vntrewly.
hayue. 466. howe; complayne. 467. certa_nae. 469. longe. 47o.
shone (_shoon). _,47_- Th. A. vmple; T. vmpyllt. 47a. folke
shulde. 473. Th. through ; A. thurgh (-thorugh ; see 436). 475. sawe.
Allwithout. fayle. 476. aparayle. 477. grounde. 479- rounde.
48o. coude. 48t. wote. T. thorow ; A. thurgh ( -thomgh ; Th. through
_stt 473). 482. A. til ; Th. T. to. 483. farre.
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For, wite ye wel, I was right nere that,

So as I durst, beholding by and by; 485
Above ther was a riche cloth of estate,

Wrought with the nedle ful straung_ly,
Her word thereon; and thus it said trewly,

A endurer, to tel you in word,s few,
With grete letters, the better I hem knew. 49 °

Thus as we stode, adore opened anon;

A gentilwoman, semely of stature,
Beringe a mace, cam out, her-selfe aloon;
Sothly, me thought, a goodly creature!

She spak nothing to lowde, I you ensure, 495
Nor hastily, but with goodly warning:
"Mak room," quod she, "my lady is coming!"

With that anon I saw Pers_veraunce,

How she held up the-tapet in her hand.

I saw also, in right good ordinaunce, 5oo
This greet lady within the tapet stand,
Coming outward, I wol ye understand ;
And after her a noble company,
I coud nat tel the nombre sikefly.

Of their names I wold nothing enquere 5o5
Further than suche as we wold sewe unto,

Sauf oo lady, which was the chauncellere,
Attemperaunce ; sothly her name was so.
For us nedeth with her have moth to do

In our maters, and alway more and more. 5_o
And, so forth, to tel you furthermore,

Of this lady her beautb to discryve,

My conning is to simple, verely ;
For never yet, the day,s of my lyre,

484. A. wire; Th. were; T. wot. 487. T. nedyllt. 488. worde.
489 . A. oMurer ; Th. T. endure. All you. 49o. "great; knewe. 49x.
anone. 493. came; alone. 494. Sothely. 495. $pakenothynge.
496. A. T. hastily; Th. hastely, warnynge. 497- A. roome; Th. T.
rome, comy_ge. 498. sawe. 499. helde; hande. 5oo. sawe.
A. goode ; Th. T. goodly. 5oi. great ; _tande. 5oz. -stamde. 504.
coude. 505. (abate) : T. Attemperaance -'lmtmdere. wolde. 5o6.
wolde. T. sew ; A. sue. 507. A. Saul oo ; Th. Saue a. 5o8. suthely.
.509.moche. _to. A. matiers, alwaye. 5tl. forthe. 51,3.
conaynge. 5x4. A. dayes of al my.
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So inly fair I have non seen, trewly. 5i 5
In her estate, assured utterly,

There wanted naught, I dare you wel assure,
That longed to a goodly creature.

And furthermore, to speke of her aray,

I shal you tel the maner of her gown; 520
Of clothe of gold ful fiche, it is no nay;
The colour blew, of a right good fasoun ;

In tabard-wyse the slev_s hanging doun ;
And what purfyl there was, and in what wyse,
So as I can, I shal it you devyse. 5_5

After a sort the coUer and the vent,

Lyk as ermyne is mad in purfeling ;
With grete perl_s, ful fyne and orient,
They were couchtd, al after oon worching,

With dyamonds in stede of powdering ; 530
The slev_s and purfilles of assyse ;

They were [y-]mad [ful] lyke, in every wyse.

Aboute her nekke a sort of fair rubyes,
In whyte floures of right fyne enamayl;
Upon her heed, set in the freshest wyse, 535

A cercle with gret balays of entayl;
That, in ernest to speke, withouten fayl,

For yonge and olde, and every maner age,
It was a world to loke on her visage.

Thus coming forth, to sit in her estat, s4o
In her presence we kneled down echon,

Presentinge up our billesi and, wot ye what,

Ful humb[el]ly she took hem, by on and on ;

$I 5. fayre. A. none sene; Th. seaenone; T. noonseen. 517. A. you;
Th. T. ore. 519-532. 3Iissingin A. .520. gowne. 52u. coloure
blewe. T. good ; Th. goodly, facyoun. 5_3. Th. taberde ; T. taberd.
T. doun ; Th. adowne. 526. sorte; vente (T. vent). 527. T. ermya;
Th. Armyne. made ; purfelynge, gaS. Th. great ; T. gret. 529.
one worchynge. 53o. Th. diamon'des; T. dyamondes, powderynge.
53x. T. purfyllys ; Th. p.m_l (I). 532. Bol/t made lyke (!). 533-
sorte. 534. enamayle.. 535- A. fresshest; Th. T. fayrest. 536.
A. with ; Th. T. of. great ; entayle. 537. A. withouten ; Th. T. without.
fayle. 539. worlde. A. T. loke ; Th. loken. 54o. comynge forthe;
estate. 54t. downe. A. eche on ; Th. T. euerychtme. 542. A. "1".
vp; Th. ore. wote. 543. toke ; oneand one.
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When we had don, than cam they al anon,
And did the same, eche after her manere, s4s

Knelinge at ones, and rysinge al in-fere.

Whan this was don, and she set in her place,

The chamberlayn she did unto her cal ;

And she, goodly coming til her a-pace,
Of her entent knowing nothing at al, S5o

"Voyd bak the prees," quod she, "up to the wal;
Mak larger roum, but look ye do not tary,
And tak these billi/s to the secretary."

The charfiberlayn did her commaund_ment,
And cam agayn, as she was bid to do ; 5_5
The secretary there being present,
The bill,s were delivered her also,

Not only ours, but many other too.
Than the lady, with good advyce, agayn
Anon withal called her chamberlayn, s6o

"We wol," quod she, "the first thing that ye do,
The secretary, make her come anon
With her bill,s ; and thus we wil also,
In our presence she rede hem everichon,
That we may tak_ good advyce thefon 56s

Of the ladyes, that been of our counsayl;
Look this be don, withouten any fayL"

The chamberlayn, whan she wiste her entent,
Anon she did the secretary cal:

"Let your bill,s," quod she, "be here present, 57o

My lady it wil." "Madame," quod she, "I shal."

"And in presence she wil ye rede hem al."
"With good wil ; I am redy," quod she,
"At her plesure, whan she commaundeth me."

544- done ; came ; shone. 547. A. Whan; Th. T. And whan. done.
548. -layne. 549. A. til ; T. to : Th. vnto. 55I. Voyde backe ;
preace. 552. Make. A. larger ; Th. T. large, roume ; loke. 55._.
take ; secretarye. 554. -layne. 555. came agayne. 556. -tarye.
558. onely. 559. agayne. ._6o. -layne. _i6a. Th. secretaryeye
do make come ; A. T. secretarymake hit come. 565. maye. A. arise;
T. auyse. 566. counsayle. 567. Loke; done; fayle. 568. A. The
chambrelayn whan she wist ; Th. T. Whan the ehamberlayne wyste of. 569.
-tarye. 57I. A. om. it. 57z. A. ye rede hem al; T. Nowthere cal (I);
To. ye hem cal 0). 573. A. gode.
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And upon that was mad an ordinaunce, 57_

They that cam first, hir bill,s shuld be red.
Ful gentelly than sayd Persdveraunce,
"Resoun it wold that they were sonest sped."
Anon withal, upon a tapet spred,

The secretary layde ..hem doun echon; ._So
Our bill,s first she redde hem "on by on.

The first lady, bering in her devyse
Sans que jamais, thus wroot she in her bil ;
Complayning sore and in ful pitous wyse

Of promesse mad with faithful hert and wil _s_
And so broken, ayenst al maner skil,
Without desert alwayes on her party ;

In this mater desyring'remedy.

Her next felaw_s word was in this wyse,

Unt sang chaungier; and thus she did complayn, ._9o
Though she had been guerdoned for her servyce,

Yet nothing lyke as she that took the payn;
Wherfore she coude in no wyse her restmyn,
But in this cas sewe until her presence,
As reson woldi_, to have recompence. 59._

So furthermore, to speke of other twayn,

Oon of hem wroot, .after her fantasy,
Oncques puis lever; and, for to tel you plain,

Her complaynt was ful pitous, verely,
For, as she sayd, ther was gret reson why ; 600
And, as I can remembre this matere,

I shal you tel the proces, al in-fere.

Her bil was mad, complayninge in her gyse,
That of her joy, her comfort and gladnesse

Was no suretee ; for in no maner wyse 6o._

576. came. Th. shuld ; A.T. to. T. red ; A. Th. redde. 578. Rayson.
A. T. wold that ; Th. wyl. _ide. 579- spredde. 58o. -tarie ; downe
echone. 58"L T. rad. T. theym (-hem) ; Th. A. ore. oneby one. 582.
bearyng. 583. A. T. in ; Th. on. 585. made. 587. deserte; partye.
._88. A. mailer. Th. T. a remedy; A. ore. a. 589. A. next felawes word ;
Th. T. next folowing her _ord. 59o. A. Une ; Th. T. Vng. T. saunz
chauager, eomplayne. _ 592. toke ; payne. 593. restrayae. 594-
cme. 595. reason. 596. twayne. 597" wrote. 598. A. Oneques ;
Th. Vncques; T. Vnques. playne. 599. A. grevous (for pitous). 6oo.
great reason. 6Ol. A. And ; Th. T. ore. 6o_. process. 6o3. made.
6o4. comlorte. 605. Th. surete ; A. suerte ; T. seutte.
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She fond therin no point of stablenesse,
Now il, now wel, out of al sikernesse ;

Ful humbelly desyfinge, of her grace,
Sore remedy to shewe her in this cace.

Her felawe made her bil, and thus she sayd, 6_o

In playning wyse ; there-as she loved best,
Whether she were wroth or wel apayd

She might nat see, whan [that] she wold faynest;
And wroth she was, in very ernest ;
To tel her word, as fefforth as I woe, 615

JEntierment vostre, fight thus she wroot.

And upon that she made a greet request

With herte and wil, and al that might be don
As until her that might redresse it best ;
For in her mind thus might she finde it sone, 620
The remedy of that, which was her boon ;

Rehersing [that] that she had sayd before,
Beseching her it might be so no more.

And in lyk wyse as they had don before,
The gentilwomen of our company 625
Put up hit billies; and, for to tel you more,
Oon of hem wroot test sanz dire, verily;

And her matere hool to specify,

With-in her bil she put it in wryting;
And what it sayd, ye shal have knowleching. 63o

It sayd, god wot, and that ful pitously,
Lyke as she was disposed in her hert,

No misfortune that she took grevously;
A1 oon to her it was, the joy and smert,

Somtyme no thank for al her good desert. 635

6o6. A. fonde; Th. T. sayd (I). 607. Nowe ; wele. 6o8. Th. hmnbly ;
A. humble(1); readhumbclly, her highgrace: A.om. high. 6o9. A. Som
remedy to chew¢(!) in; Th. T. Soone to shewe her r_medy in. 6IO. sayde.
6xt. playnynge. 612. wrothe, weleapayde. 6x$. se; wolde. /'_upply
that. 6x4. wrothe. 6Tb. worde ; wote. 616. wrote. -6-I7.
great. 618. done. 62o. mynde. A. thus ; Th. T. there. 6'_I.

which_; boone. 622. Rehersynge. Iru_lythat. 623. Besechynge.624- yke ; done. 626. A. vp ; Th. T. ore. 627. One ; wrote. 628.
ho!e. A. Of hir compleynt also the cause why; T. ore. tAir lim_. 639.
wntiage. 63o. A. knowlachyng ; Th. T. knowynge. 63L wore.
632. herte. ¢_33-toke. 654. one. A. ill. A. it; Th. T. ore. ,an_,e.
635. thanke ; deserte.
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Othercomfortshe wantednon coming,
And so used,itgreyedher nothing.

Desyringeher,and lowlybdseching,
That she forherwold sekea betterway,

As she that had ben, al her dayes living, 64°
Stedfast and trew, and so wil be alway.
Of her felawe somwhat I shal you say,
Whos bil was red next after forth, withal ;
And what.it ment rehersen you I shaL

.En dieu est, she wroot in her devyse; 645
And thus she sayd, withouten any fayl,
Her trouth_ might be taken in no wyse
Lyke as she thought, wherfore she had mervayl;
For trouth somtyme was wont to take avayl
In every matere ; but al that is ago ; 6.5o
The more pit_, that it is suffred so.

Moch more there was, wherof she shuld complayn,
But she thought it to greet encomb[e]r_unce
So moch to wr;/te; and therfore, in certayn,
In god and her she put her afliaunce 655
As in her worde is mad a remembraunce ;
Beseching her that she wolde, in this cace,
Shewe unto her the favour of her grace.

The third, she wroot, rehersing her grevaunce,
Ye! wot ye what, a pitous thing to here ; 66o
For, as me thought, she felt gret displesaunee,
Oon might right wel perceyve it by her chere,
And no wonder; it sat her passing nere.
Yet loth she was to put it in wryting,
But nede wol have his eours in every thing. 665

636. comforte. A. wayted; Th. T. wanted, comynge. 657. -thynge.
638. beseehynge. 659. A. T. forherwold; Th. woldeforher. 640.
A. al ; Th.T. ore. lyuyage. 64L trewe. A. so; Th. T. ore. 64a. saye.
643. nexte. A. after;Tb¢T. ore. forthe. 645. diu ; wrote. 646. A. any;
Th. T. ore. fayle. 64_. T. takyn; Th. A. take. 648, meruaile. 649.
auayle. 65-,. shulde. 653. great. A/./encombrannce. 654-moehe.
65S. Th. T. al her; A. ¢m. al. 656. made. 659. wrote. 66o. thinge.
66x. feltegreat. 66a. A. _ right. 665. sate; passynge. 664. lothe ;
wrytyng_ 665. A. his; T. a ; Th. _. thiage.

*** vd
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_yes en sure, this was her word, certayn,
And thus she wroot, but in a litel sISace ;
There she loved, her labour was in vayn,
For he was set al in another place;

Ful humblely desyring, in that cace, 670
Sore good comfort, her sorow to appese,

That she might livi_ more at hertes ese.

The fourth surely, me thought, she liked wele,

As in her porte and in her behaving ;
And Bien moneste, as fer as I coud fele, 67._

That was her word, til her wel belonging.

Wherfore to her she prayed, above al thing,
Ful hertely (to say you in substaunce)
That she wold sende her good continuaunce.

"Ye have rehersed me these billies al, 68o

But now, let see somwhat of your entent."

"It may so hap, paraventure, ye shal.
Now I pray you, whyle I am here present,
Ye shal, pard_, have knowlege, what I merit.
But thus I say in trouthe, and make no fable, 685
The case itself is inly lamentable.

And wel I wot, that ye wol think the same,

Lyke as I say, wban ye have herd my bil."
"Now good, tel on, I hate you, by saynt Jame !"
"Abyde a whyle ; it is nat yet my wil. 690

Yet must ye wire, by reson and by skil,
Sith ye know al that hath be don before :--"

And thus it sayd, without[en] wordes more.

"Nothing so leef as deth to come to me
For fynal ende of my sorowes and payn; 695
What shulde I more desyre, as sem_ ye ?

666. A. St iour (for So),es). worde certayne. 667. wrote. A. but; Th.
T. ore. 668. vayae. 670. Th. T. humbly_ A. humble (!); see 607.
desyryage. 67x. comforte; sorowe. 672. ease. 67_. Th. moneste;
T. A. monist, farre; coude. 676. worde. 678. T. tell (for say).
679. wolde. 68t. lete se. 683. Nowe. 684. A. T. pardehave
kaowlache; Th, hane knowlege parde. 686. selfe. 687. wote. A. that ;
Th. T. ore. thinke. 688. herde. 689. Nowe. Allhate(=hote). 69x.
A. wire; Th. T. wete. reason. 69_. A. kaowe al that hath be done afore ;
Th. T. hane knowlege of that was done before. 693. A. it ; Th. T. it is
(ore. is). Allwithout. A. any (forwordes). 694. Nothyage. A. lief; T.
leer; Th. lefe. dethe. 695. psyne.
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And ye knewe al aforn it for certayn,

I wot ye wolde ; and, for to tel you playn,
Without her help that hath al thing in cure
I can nat think that I may longe endure. 7oo

As for my trouthe, it hath be proved wele,

To say the sothe, I can Eyou] say no more,
Of ful long tyme, and suffred every dele
In pacience, and kepe it al in store;
Of her goodnesse besechinge her therfore 7c._

That I might have my thank in suche [a] wyse
As my desert deserveth of justyse."

Whan these bill_s were rad everichon,
This lady took a good advysement;

And hem to answere, ech by on and on, 7_o
She thought it was to moche in her entent;
Wherfore she yaf hem in commaund_ment,
In her presence to come, bothe oon and al,

To yeve hem there her answer general.

What did she than, suppose ye verely ? 7zs
She spak herself, and sayd in this manere,
"We have wel seen your bill,s by and by,
And some of hem ful pitous for to here.

We wol therfore ye knowe al this in-fere,

Within short tyme our court of parliment 7_o
Here shal be holde, in our palays present;

And in al this wherin ye find you greyed,
Ther shal ye finde an open remedy

In suche [a] wyse, as ye shul be releved
Of al that ye reherce here, thoroughly. 725
As for the date, ye shul know verily,

That ye may have a space in your coming;
For Diligence shal it tel you by wryting."

697. afome; certayne. 698. wote. 699. helpe; thinge. 7oo.
thinke. T. I; Th. A. it. 7o_. l rulb_OIyyou. 7o3. longe. 7o6. thanke.
I _'u/0_0/ya. 707. deserte. A. de_'rvith; Th. T. serueth. 7o8.
-one. 7o9. A. This lady ; Th. T. The ladyes, toke. 7to. A. ech ;
Th.T. oln. 7x2. A.y_f; Th.T. yaue. T. in; Th.A.o_v. 7z3. one.
7x4. A. hem there hir an_vere ; Th. T. hem her rmswerein. 7x6. spake ;
-selfe. 717- sene. 7J8. A. T. ful; Th. otn. 72o. shorte; courte. 7zl.
A. T paleys. 7zz. fynde. 7z4. I ru_0/0/ya. A. shul ; Th. T. shal. 7z5.
T. thoroughly ; Th. throughly ; A. triewly. 7z6. shal (see 724) ; knowe.
728. So Th. ; A. shal bryng it yow bi ; T. shall hyt yow tell by.
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We thanked her in our most humble wyse,

Our felauship, echon by oon assent, 7._o
Submitting us lowly til her servyse.
For, as we thought, we had our travayl spent

In suche [a] wyse as we helde us content.
Than eche of us took other by the sieve,
And forth withal, as we shuld take our leve. 73s

A1 sodainly the water sprang anon
In my visage, and therwithal I week :-

"Where am I now?" thought I; "al this is gon;"
And al amased, up I gan to look.
With that, anon I went and made this book, 74o

Thus simplely rehersing the substaunce,
Bicause it shuld not out of remembraunee.'--

' Now verily, your dreem is passing good,
And worthy to be had in r6membrauuee;
For, though I stande here as longe as I stood, 74._

It shuld to me be non eneomb[e]raunce;
I took therin so inly greet plesaunce.
But tel me now, what ye the book do cal ?

For I must wite.' 'With right good wfl ye shal:

As for this book, to say you very fight, 75o
And of the name to tel the certeynth,

L'ASS_MBL/_ DE DAMES, thus it hight;

How think ye?' 'That the name is good, pardh !'
'Now go, farwel! for they cal after me,
My fehwes al, and I must after sone ; 7ss
Rede wel my dreem; for now my tale is doon.'

Here endeth the Book of Assemble de Dsmys.

7_9. moste. 750."eche one by one. 732. A. vs (Jar Is/we). trauayle.
733. I'stt_Oly a. 734. toke. 735. forthe; shulde. 736. sprange
anone. 737- woke. 738. nowe; gone. 739- A. AI amased vp;
Th. T. Almased and vp (rtadAndal amasedup), ioke. 74o. boke. 74 I.
.41l simply. 742. shulde. Th. T. be oat ; A. out (ore. be). 743.
Nowe; dreame. 745. stode. 746. shulde; none. .4ll eneombraunce.
747- toke; great. 748. howe: boke. 749. A. wite; Th. T. wete.
75o. boke. 75z. So A. ; Th. T. Of the name to tel you in certaynte (T.
certayn_, 75a. A. La semble ; T. Lassembyll. 755. Howe thynke. A,
the ; Th. T. ore. 754- Nowe. 756. dreme; done. COLOrHON: in T. only.



XXII. A GOODLY BALADE.

¶ "_i/]" ODER of norture, best beloved of al,
l¥1 And fresshest flour, to whom good thrift god sende.

Your child, if it list you me so to cal,
A1 be I unable my-self so to pretende,

To your discrecioun I recommende 5
Myn herte and al, with every circumstaunce,
A1 hoolly to be under your governaunce.

Most desyre I, and have, and ever shal

Thing, whiche might your hert_s ese amende;
Have me excused, my power is but smal ; 1o
Natbeles, of right ye ought[el to commende
My good[el will, which fayn wolde entende
To do you service ; for al my suffisaunce
Is hoolly to be under your governaunee.

Meulx un: in herte, which never shal apal, _s
Ay fresshe and newe, and right glad to dispende
My tyme in your servyee, what-so befal,
Beseehing your excellence to defende
My simplenesse, if ignoraunce offende
In any wyse; sith that myn a_aunee 2o
Is hoolly to be under your govemaunee.

¢
Prom Th. (Thynne's ed: 1532 ). TITLE. A goodly balade of Chaucer.

Z note lwre w_eeted s_ellings. 3- childe ; lust. 4- selfe. 5. discrecion ;
recomende. 7. holy. 9. eme. xo. _mAlk ,i. Nathelesse; ought.
Iz. good; whiche fayne. 14- holy. z 7. befall. _o. sythe.
2x. holy; ben.
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¶ Daisy of light! very ground of comfort l
The sonnes doughter ye hight, as I rede;
For when he westreth, farwel your disport!
By your nature anon, right for pure drede a5
Of the rude night, that with his boystous wede
Of derkness shadoweth our emispere,
Than elosen ye, my lyres lady dere!

Dawing the day to his kinde resort,
Phebus your fader, with his stremes rede, .so
Adometh the morow, c6nsuming the sort
Of misty cloud&, that wolde overlede
Trewe humble hert_s with hir mistihede,
Nere comfort a-dayes, whan ey_n clere
Disclose and sprede my lyves lady dere. 35

[,4 stanza lost; lines 36-42.]

¶ fe vouldray :--but [the] gret[e] god disposeth
And maketh casuel by his providence
Such thing as mann,s frel_ wit purposeth ; 4s
AI for the best, if that our conscience
Nat grucche it, but in humble pacience
It receyve; for god saith, without[e] fable,
A faithful hert_ ever is acceptable.

Cautels who useth gladly, gloseth ; 5o
To eschewe suche it is right high prudence;
What ye said[e] on_s, [now] myn herte opposeth,
"That my wryting jap_, in your absence,
Plesed you moche bet than my presence !"
Yet can I more, ye be nat excu_ble ; s_
A faithful hert6 ever is acceptable.

Quaketh my penne ; my spirit supposeth
That in my wryting ye finde wol som offence ;
Myn herte welkeneth thus sone, anon it J'roseth ;
Now hot, now cold, and eft in [al] fervenee; 6o

an. grounde;comforte. 24. disporte, aT. derkene_,e, a9. resorte.
3o. AndPhebus(I omit And); father. 3I. morowe;sorte. $a. wolden.
34- comforte. 43. great(readthe gtete). 45- Sue.he;roans(read
maanes); witte. 47. grutche. 48. Read Receyveit (?); saythewithoute.
5a. sayd ; I sul_ly now. 53- Readwrytingof iapes (T). 54. Pleased;
better(readbet}. 58. Omit wol [_)i some. 59. ryseth(!); read
roseth. 60. Nowehotte,howeeolde; efte; I sut_Olyal.
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That mis is, is caused of negligence
And not of malice; therfor beth merciable;
A faithful hert_ ever is acceptable.

Lenvoy.

¶ Forth, complaynt! forth, lakking eloquence,
Forth, litel lettre, of endyting lame! 6s
I have besought my ladies sapience

Of thy behalfe, to accept in game
Thyn inabilitee; do thou the same!

Abyd! have more yet; _ serve dronesse.
Now forth; I close thee, in holy Venus name; 70
Thee shal unclose my hertes governeresse.

.Finis.

6L mysse. 6a. theffore bethe. 64. HeadeclLeanoye. Forthe;
forthe lackyng. 65. Forthe. 68. inabylite. 69. Iouesse.
70. Nowe; the. 7I. The.



XXIII. GO FORTH, KING.

0e

REx sine sapiencia : Episcopus sine doctrina.
Dominus sine consilio: Mulier sine castitate.
Miles sine probitate: Iudex sine Iusticia.
Diues sine elemosina : Populus sine lege.
Senex sine religione: Seruus sine timore.
Pauper superbus: Adolescens sine obediencia.

O forth, king, rule thee by sapience;Bishop, be able to minister doctryne ;
Lord, to trew consayl yeve audience ;
Womanheed, to chastit_ ever enclyne ;
Knight, let thy dedes worship determyne ; S
Be rightwis, jug_, in saving thy name ;
Rich, do almesse, lest thou lese blis with shame.

People, obey your king and the lawe;
Age, be thou ruled by good religioun;
Trew servant, be dredful, and keep thee under awe, io
And thou, povre, fy on presumpcioun ;
Inobedience to youth is utter distxuccioun ;
Remembre you how god hath set you_ lo!
And do your part, as ye be ordained to.

av_ Th. (Thyane,ed. 1_32) ; I_ffeoteeficleds_llings. 1. forthe; the.
2. Bishoppe. 3- Lorde; trewecoansayle. 4. Womanhede. 5. lette.
6. rightons(re.adrightwis);iuge. 7. bl_se. 9. relygion, lo.
Trewe;dredefal;kepe. II. poo_; presumption. 12. distraction.
13. howe. J4. parte.



XXIV. THE COURT OF LOVE.

ITH timerous heat and trembling hand of drede,
Of cunning naked, bare of eloquence,

Unto the flour of port in womanhede
I write, as he that non intelligence
Of metres hath, ne floures of sentence ; 5
Sauf that me list my writing to convey,
In that I can to please her hygh nobley.

The blosmes fresshe of Tullius garden soote
Present thaim not, my mater for to borne:
Poemes of Virgil taken here no rote, io
Ne cra/_e of Galfrid may not here sojorne:
Why nam I cunning ? O well may I mome,
For lak of science that I can-not write

Unto the princes of my life a-right

No termes digne unto her excellence, x5
So is she sprong of noble stirpe and high :
A world of honour and of reverence

There is in her, this wil I testifie.
Calliope, thou sister wise and sly,
And thou, Minerva, guyde me with thy grace, 20
That langage rude my mater not deface.

Thy suger-dropes swete of Elicon
Distill in me, thou gentle Muse, I pray ;
And thee, Melpomene, I cane anon,
Of ignoraunce the mist to chace away; a5
And give me grace so for to write and sey,

From MS. Trin. IL 3. tg,fol. laB; eo//atedToOA.',,_ .,*n'nt of t_ samein
(S.) Stowe's ed_t_ {xf6t), I note some rqiectedreadings of the MS. x.
_; tremlyng. 3. pooR. 4. none. 9" mate_e. Io. Poemys ;
Virgile. II. Galfride. I s. termys. 17. honoure. I8. wille;
S.wil. . zg, ,,o, 23. thowe. 24. the; aaone. 25. miste.
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That she, my lady, of her worthinesse,
Accepte in gree this litel short tretesse,

That is entitled thus, 'THE COURT Or LOVE.'
And ye that ben metriciens me excuse, 3o
l you besech, for Venus sake above;
For what I mene in this ye need not muse:
And if so be my lady it refuse
For lak of ornat speche, I wold be wo,
That I presume to her to writen so. :;5

But myn entent and all my besy cure
Is for to write this tretesse, as I can,
Unto my lady, stable, true, and sure,
Feithfull and kind, sith first that she began
Me to accept in service as her man: 4°
To her be aU the plesure of this boke,
That, whan her like, she may it rede and loke.

HEN I was yong, at eighteen yere of age,
Lusty and light, desirous of pleasaunce,

Approching on full sadde and ripe corage, 45
Love arted me to do myn observaunce
To his astate, and doon him obeysaunee,
Commaunding me the Court of Love to see,
A lite beside the mount of Citharee,

There Citherea goddesse was and quene 5o
Honoured highly for her majestee;
And eke her sone, the mighty god, I wene,
Cupid the blind, that for his dignitee
A thousand lovers worship on their knee;
There was I bid, on pain of death, t'apere, 55
By Mercury, the winged messengere.

So than I went by straunge and fer eontrees,
Enquiring ay what costes _to it drew,
The Court of Love: and thiderward, as bees,
At last I sey the peple gun pursue: 6o
Anon, me thought, sore wight was there that knew
Where that the court was holden, ferre or ny,
And after thaim ful fast I gun me hy..

a8. litilL a9. courte. 30. bene. 3L beseche. 3_. whate; nede.
34. woo. 35. soo. 36. myne. 39. kynde. 4 z. pleasure.
48. courte. 49. mounte. 5x. maiestie. 52. sonne. 53. Cupyde;
blynde ; dignyte. 54- theire kne. 55- hidde; S. bid. in (read on).
to pete (read tapere). 56. Marcury. 57. be; S. hy. ferre. 58. whate;
that it drewe(read to it drew). 59. eourte. 6o. se (read sey). 61.
knewe. 6a. comte; aye. 63. fulls faste; hie.
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Anone as I rheim overtook, I said,
' Hail, frendes ! whider purpose ye to wend ?' 65
'Forsooth,' quod oon that answered lich a maid,
' To Loves Court now go we, gentill frend.'
' Where is that place,' quod I, 'my felowe bend ?'
'At Citheron, sir,' seid he, 'without dowte,
The King of Love, and all his noble rowte, 7o

Dwelling within a castell ryally.'
So than apace I jorned forth among,
And as he seid, so fond I there truly.
For I beheld the towres high and strong,
And high pin_cles, large of hight and long, 75
With plate of gold bespred on every side,
And presious stones, the stone-werk for to hide.

No saphir ind, no rub_ fiche of price,
There lakked than, nor emeraud so grene,
Baleis Turkeis, ne thing to my devise, 8o
That may the castell maken for to shene :
All was as bright as sterres in winter been;
And Phebus sboon, to make his pees agayn,
For trespas doon to high estates tweyn,

Venus and Mars, the god and goddesse clere, 85
Whan he rheim found in armes cheined fast:
Venus was then full sad of herte and chere.

But Phebus bemes, streight as is the mast,
Upon the castell ginneth he to cast,
To plese the lady, princesse of that place, 9o
In signe he loketh aftir Loves grace.

For there.nis god in heven or helle, y-wi_,
But he hath ben right soget unto Love:
Jove, Pluto, or what-so-ever he is,
Ne creature in erth, or yet above; 95
Of thise the r_vers may no wight approve.
But furthermore, the castell to descry,
Yet saw I never non so large and high.

For unto heven it streccheth, I suppose,
Within and out depeynted wonderly, l oo

64. overtoke ; seide. 65. Halle; wende. 66..Fo_othe ; one; mayd_
67. conrte howe goo. _. 7i. withyane. 74- behelde. 76. bespredde.
77. stone ; S. stones, werke. 79. thanoe ; emerawde. 8o. Bales turkes.
82. bene. 83. shone; pease. 84. trespace ; tweyne. 86. founde; faste.
87. harte. 88. maste. 89. gynith; S. ginneth. 9o. please. 94-
whate. 97. discrive; S. descrie. 98. sawe; none. xoo. Withynne ;
oute.
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With many a thousand daisy, rede as rose,
And white also, this saw I verily:
But what tho daises might do signify,
Can I not tell, sauf that the quenes flour
Alceste it was that kept there her sojour; xo5

Which under Venus lady was and quene,
And Admete king and soverain of that plaee_
To whom obeyed the ladies gode ninetene,
With many a thowsand other, bright of face.
And yong men fele came forth with lusty pace, ixo
And aged eke, their homage to dispose ;
But what thay were, I coud not well disclose.

Yet net and her furth in I gan me dresse
Into an halle of noble apparaile,
With arras spred and cloth of gold, I gesse, t l5
And other silk of esier availe :
Under the cloth of their estate, saunz faile,
The king and quene ther sat, as I beheld:
It passed joye of Helisee the feld.

There saintes have their comming and resort, 12o
To seen the king so ryally beseyn,
In purple ch,_, and eke the quene in sort :
And on their hedes saw I crownes tweyn,
With stones fret, so that it was no payn,
Withouten mete and drink, to stand and see z15
The kinges honour and the ryaltee.

And for to trete of states with the king,
That been of councell chief, and with the quene,

The king had Dannger ner to him standing,
The Quene of Love, Disdain, and that was seen : 130
For by the feith I shall to god, I wene,
Was never straunger [non] in her degree
Than was the quene in casting of her ee.

And as I stood perceiving her apart,
And eke the heroes shyning of her yen, I35
Me thought thay were shapen lich a dart,
Sherp and persing, smale, and streight as lyric.
And all her here, it shoon as gold so fyne,

toa. sawe; verely, lo3. whate; deyses; signifie, to4. floure.
IO5. ),it; S. it. kepte; soioure. 1o8. obeide, xlt, xl 7. theire.
112. what.e; cowde, tl$. nere (twice). 116. rdlke. II 9. Helise.
laI. beseem. 123. theire; sawe; twayn. Ia4. frett ; payne. 1a5.
dd_ke.. I26. ryaltie; S. riaRee. I_8. lame. z29. nere. z3o.

eyne. x32. Isu,_0, non. 133. ye; S. eye. t34. stode.
136. shapyn fiche; darte. I37. Sherpe. x38. shone.
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Dishevel, crisp, down hinging at her bak
A yardein length: and soothlythan I spak:-- x4o

'O brightRegina,who made theeso fair?

Who made thy colourvermeletand white?
Where woneth thatgod ? how fcrabove the eyr?
Greetwas hiscraft,and greetwas hisdelyt.
Now marvel I nothing that ye do hight 145
The Quene of Love, and occupy the place
Of Citharee: now, sweet lady, thy grace.'

In mewet spak I, so that nought astert,
By no condicion, word that might be herd;
B[ut] in myn inward thought I gan advert, 15o
And oft I seid, 'My wit is dalle and hard:'
For with her bewtee, thus, god wot, I ferd
As doth the man y-ravisshed with sight,
When I beheld her cristall yen so bright,

No respect having what was best to doon ; x55
Till right anon, beholding here and there,
I spied a frend of myne, and that full soon,
A gentilwoman, was the chamberer
Unto the quene, that hote, as ye shall here,
Philobone, that loved all her life: r6o
Whan she me sey, she led me furth as blyfe;

And me demannded how and in what wise

I thider corn, and what myne erand was ?
_To seen the court,' quod I, ' and all the guyse;
And eke to sue for pardon and for grace, x6_
And mercy ask for all my greet trespace,
That I non erst com to the Court of Love:

Foryevc me this, ye goddes all above!'

'That is well seid,' quod Philobone, 'in-dede:
But were ye not assomoned to apere x7o
By Mercury ? For that is aLl my drcde.'
'Yes, gentil fair,' quod I, _now am I here;
Ye, yit what tho, though that be true, my dere ?'

Of your free will ye shuld have come unsent :
For ye did not, I deme ye will be shent, x75

x39. Disshivill crispe downe, x4o. sonthly; spake. _4x. the; faire.
x45. weaeth (S. wSneth), howe; eyre. I44. Gre_; crafte; grete; delite.
J46. occupie, x47. Cithare ; nowe swete, x48. spake., z49. worde;
harde, xSo. myne; a#tuezte. ISx. wire; harde, x52. bewtie; ferde.
354. Whenne. xS5._hate. _[57. sone. 162. howe; whate. 163.
come; whate. 164. sene; Coarte. z66. aske; grete, x67. none;
come; courte. _7z. Mercurius (see I. 56). x72. gentill feire; nowe.
n73. wlmte thowe; S. what tho(i.e, then). 174. youre fre wiUe. XTS.
dide; wiile.
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For ye that reign in youth and lustinesse,
Pampired with ese, and "tjolif in your age,
Your dewtee is, as fer as I can gesse,
To Loves Court to dressen your viage,
As sone as Nature maketh you so sage, 180
That ye may know a woman from a swan,
Or whan your foot is growen half a span.

But sith that ye, by wilful necligenee,
This eighteen yere have kept yourself at large,
The gretter is your trespace and offence, _85
And in your nek ye moot here all the charge:
For better were ye ben withouten barge,
Amiddi_ see, in tempest and in rain,
Than byden here, receiving woo and pain,

That ordeined is for such as thaim absent i9o
Fro Loves Court by yeres long and fele.
I Icy my ly/"ye sha.tl full soon repent;
For Love will reyve your colour, lust, and hele:
Eke ye must bait on many an hevy mele :
No force, y-wis, I stired you long agoon 195
To draw to court,' quod litell Philobon.

'Ye shall well see how rough and angry face
The King of Love will shew, when ye him see ;
By myn advyse kneel down and ask him grace,
Eschewing perell and adversitee ; 200
For well I wot it wol non other be,
Comfort is non, ne counsel to your ese;
Why will ye than the King of Love displese ?'

' O mercy, god,' quod ich, ' I me repent,
Caitif and wrecche in hert, in wille, and thought! 205
And aftir this shall be myne hole entent
To serve and plese, how dere that love be bought :
Yit, sith I have myn own penaunce y-sought,
With humble spirit shall I it receive,
Though that the King of Love my life bereyve. 21o

176. reigne, x77. ease. ioylof; S. ialotm (read iolif), x?8. Youre
dewtie; ferre; e.anne, x79. courte; youre. "vSi. lmowe, x82.
whaune youre fote; spanne. 183. be (far by); wilfull, x84. kepte
youre. I85. youre (often). x86. motte, t88. S.Amidde the
sea. rayne, x89. That U); S. Then. payne, ego. suche; alnente.
x9x. comte. I92. sone. z93. wille; yourecoloure, x94. most
bayte, x9._.agoone, x96. drawe; Conrte. x97. se howe rowhe (S.
rough). 198. shewe; se. z99. myne; knele downe; aske. 2oL welle;
wolle none. 202. Comforte ; none ; councell ; youre ease. 2o3. wiUe;
thanne. 204. lche. 2o7. please howe. 2o8. myne owen. ao9. sprite.
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And though that fervent loves qualit_
In me did never worch truly, yit I
With all obeisatmce and humilit_
And benign hert, shall serve him til I dye:
And he that Lord of %might is, grete and highe, 2x5
Right as him list me chastice and correct,
And punish me, with trespace thus enfect.'

Thise wordes seid, she caught me by the lap,
And led me furth intill a temple round,
La'rge and wyde: and, as my blessed hap 220
And good av_nture was, right sone I found
A tabernacle reised from the ground,
Where Venus sat, and Cupid by her syde;
Yet half for drede I gan my visage hyde.

And eft again I loked and beheld, 225
Seeing full sundry peple in the place,
And mister folk, and sore that might not weld
Their limmes well, me thought a wonder cas;
The temple shoon with windows all of glas,
Bright as the day, with many a fair image; _3o
And there I sey the fresh quene of Cartage,

Dido, that brent her bewtee for the love
Of fals Eneas; and the weymenting
Of hir, Anelida, true as turtill-dove,
To Arcite fals: and there was in peinting 235
Of many a prince, and many a doughty king,
Whose marterdom was shewed about the walles;
And how that fele for love had suffered falles.

But sore I was abasshed and astonied
Of all tho folk that there were in that tyde; a4o
And than I asked where thay had [y-]woned:
'In dyvers courtes,' quod she, 'here besyde.'
In sondry clothing, mantil-wyse full wyde,
They were arrayed, and did their sacrifice
Unto the god and goddesse in their guyse. 245

' "t'Lo ! yonder folk,' quod she, ' that knele in blew,
They were the colour ay, and ever shall,

2xx. the ; S. that. 2z_. worche. 2x4. benigne haae. 215, myghtes
(rtad might is). 216. lyste ; eorreete. _I 7. punyssh; eafecte, z_ z.
gode ; founde, z2z,lgrounde, z23. cupide. 225. behild; S.
behelde. 2z6. Seyng. ° 2_7. foike; wild(S, welde), z28. Theire;wele;
case. 229. shone; wyndowes; glasse. _3o. feire. 23]. fressh.
a_a. bewtie. 235. penytyng (I). a._7. aboute. _._8. howe; feale.
239. stonyed; S. astonied. 24o. thoo folke. _4x. hade. 244, 245.
theire. 246. To (I); read Lo; folke; blewe. :t47. eoloure.
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In sign they were, and ever will be trew
Withouten chaunge: and sothly, yonder all
That ben in blak, with morning cry and call 25o
Unto the goddes, for their loves been
Sore fer, sore dede, sore all to sberpe and kene.'

, Ye, than,' quod I, ' what doon thise prestes here,
Nonnes and hermits, freres, and all thoo
That sit in white, in russet, and in grene?' 255
' For-soth,' quod she, ' they wailen of their wo.'
' O mercy, lord! may thay so come and go
Freely to court, and have such libertee ?'
' Ye, men of ech condicion and degree,

And women eke : for truly, there is non a6o
Excepcion mad, ne never was ne may :
This court is ope and free for everichon,
The King of Love he will nat say thaim nay:
He taketh all, in poore or fiche array,
That meekly sewe unto his excellence a65
With all their herte and all their reverence.'

And, walking thus about with Philobone,
I sey where cam a messenger in hy
Streight from the king, which let commaund anon,
Through-out the court to make an ho and cry: z7o
'AI new-come folk, abyde! and wot ye why?
The kinges lust is for to seen you soon :
Com ner, let see! his will mot need be doon.'

Than gan I. me present to-fore the king,
Trembling for fere, with visage pale of hew, 275
And many a lover with me was kneling,
Abasshed sore, till unto tyme thay knew
The sentence yeve of his entent full trew:
And at the last the king hath me behold
With stern visage, and seid, 'What doth this old, z$o

Thus fer y-stope in yeres, come so late
Unto the court ?' _For-soth, my liege,' quod I,
'An hundred tyme I have ben at the gate

.'48. sigue. .'49. southly. .'5o. calle. 25x. bene. .'5.'. ferre;
sherpe. .'53. whate done. "54. hermytes. .'56: theire woo. "57. goo.
.'58. Frely; suche libertie. .'59- echo. .'6o. none. z6I. made.
a6z. courte; fre; euerichone. 263. wille, a64. arraye. •:t65. mekely.
a66. theire harte, z67. aboute. 268. re; come;high (S. hie)..'69.
commatmde. .'70. -oute; come; crye. .'7I. newe; wore; whye.
z72. luste ; youe sone. 273. Come here ; se ; wille mote nede ; dooe.
z75. Tremelyng (S. Trembling); hewe. 377. unto the tyme (ova. the);
knewe. _78. yove (S. yeue); trewe, z79. taste, zSo. sterne; whate.
28t. ferre, a8z. courte.
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Afore thistyme,yh coud I neverespy
Of myn aequeyntaunce any with mine y; 285
And shamefastnes away me gan to chace;
But now I me submit unto your grace.'

' Well! all is perdoned, with condicion
That thou be trew from hensforth to thy might,
And serven Love in thyn entencion: 290
Swere this, and than, as fer as it is right,
Thou shalt have grace here in my quenes sight.'
cYis, by the feith Iow your crown, I swere,
Though Deth therfore me thirlith with his spere!'

And whan the king had seen us everichoon, 295
He let commaunde an officer in hy
To take our leith, and shew us, oon by oon,
The statuts of the court full besily.
Anon the book was leid before their y,
To rede and see what thing we must observe 3oo
In Loves Court, till that we dye and sterve.

for
AND, that I was lettred, there

I red
The statuts hole of Loves Court and hall:

The first statut that on the boke was spred,
Was, To be true in thought and dedes all 305
Unto the King of Love, the Lord ryall ;
And to the Quene, as feithful and as kind,
As I coud think with herte, and will and mind.

The secund statut, Secretly to kepe
Councell of love, nat blowing every-where 3to
All that I know, and let it sink _'or flete;
It may not sown in every wightes ere:
Exyling slaunder ay for dred and fete,
And to my lady, which I love and serve,
Be true and kind, her grace for to deserve. 3t5

The t_rid statut was elerely write also,
Withouten chaunge to live and dye the same,
Non other love to take, for wele ne wo,

a84. coude ; espye. 285. myne; eny; myne ye. _86. gane. _87.
nowe; submytte. 289. thowe; trewe, a9o. semen (!); thyne. 291.
tbanne. 29z. Thowe shalte. 293. owe youre crowne, z95. sene;
eueryt;hone. 296. hie. 297. oure; shewe; one by one. a98.
statutis ; courte. 299.4_oke ; leide ; her (S. their) : ye. 3oo. se whate :
most. 3o1. conrte. _o2. redde. 303. statutis ; courte ; halle. 3o4.
firstestatute. 307. kyode. 3oI_.coudethynke; harte; wille; m3nde. 3o9.
umundestatute secretely. 311. knowe ; and (rcador). 312. sowne. 315.
kynde. 316. thridde statute. MT. ore. the (au_lka'/n S.). 318.
None ; woo.
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For brind delyt, for ernest nor for game :
Without repent, for laughing or for grame, 3_o
To byden still in fuU perseveraunce:
Al this was hole the kinges ordinaunce.

The fourfk statut, To purchace ever to here,
And stiren folk to love, and beten fyr
On Venus awter, here about and there, 325
And preche to thaim of love and hot desyr,
And tell how love will quyten well their hire:
This must be kept; and ioth me to displese:
If love be wroth, passe forby is an ese.

Theflf/h statut, Not to be daungerous, 33o
If that a thought wold reyve me of my slepe:
Nor of a sight to be over squeymous;
And so, verily, this statut was to kepe,
To turne and walowe in my bed and wepe,
When that my lady, of her cruelt/_, 335
Wold from her herte exylen all pit6.

The sixt statut, it was for me to use,
Alone to wander, voide of company,
And on my ladys bewtee for to muse,
And to think [h] no force to live or dye ; 340
And eft again to think the remedy,
How to her grace I might anon attain,
And tell my wo unto my souverain.

The seven/k statut was, To be patient,
Whether my lady joyfull were or wroth; 34_t
For wordes glad or hevy, diligent,
Wheder that she me helden lefe or loth :
And hereupon I put was to myn oth,
Her for to serve, and lowly to obey,
Shewing my chere, ye, twenty sith a-day. 35o

The eigk/_ statut, to my rememb[e]rannce,
Was, To speke, and pray my lady dere,
With hourly labour and gret attendaunce,
Me for to love with all her herte entere_
And me desyre, and make me joyfuU chere, 355

319. bryndedelite. 32o. Withoute. 3a3. statute. 3_4. folke ; fire.
325. aboute. 3_6. hote desire. 3_7. howe. 328. kepte; displease.
329. ease. 33o. statute. 332. squymouse. 333. veryeuly (S. verely);
statute. 335. crueltie. 336. harteexilya. 337. statute. 339.
bewtie. 34o. thiake; I J'u_2ffyit. 34 t. thynke. 34_. Howe.
?43- woo. 344- statute. _47- helden {sic). 348. othe. 350.
And shewing (on. And). 35x. statute. 353. hourdy laboure; grete
attendaunce (S. cnttcndaunce). 3f_- harte e.ntie.r.
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Right as she is, surmounting every faire,
Of bewtie well, and gentiU debonaire.

The ninth statut, with lettres writ of gold,
This was the sentence, How that I and all
Shuld ever dred to be to over-bold 36o
Her to displese ; and truly, so I shall ;
But ben content for thing_es] that may falle,
And meekly take her chastisement and yerd,
And to offende her ever ben aferd.

The tentk statut was, Egally discern 365
By-twene thy lady and thyn abilitee,
And think, thy-self art never like to yern,
By fight, her mercy, nor of equitee,
But of her grace and womanly pitee :
For though thy-self be noble in thy strene, 370
A thowsand-fold more nobLLIis thy quene,

Thy lyres lady, and thy souverayn,
That hath thyn herte all hole in governaunce.
Thou mayst no wyse hit taken to disdayn,
To put thee humbly at her ordinaunce, 375
And give her free the rein of her plesaunce ;
For libertee is thing that women loke,
And truly, els the mater is a-croke..

The eleventk statut, Thy signes for to _con
With y and finger, and with smyles soft, 38o
And low to cough, and alway for to shon,
For dred of spyes, for to winken oft:
But secretly to bring a sigh a-loft,
And eke beware of over-moch resort;
For that, paraventure, spilleth al thy sport. 385

The _wdfth statut remember to observe:
For al the pain thow hast for love and wo,
All is to lite her mercy to deserve,
Thow must then think, where-ever thou ryde or go;
And mortall woundes suffer thow also, 39o
All for her sake, and thinke it well beset
Upon thy love, for it may be no bet.

6356. fire; S. faire. 357. debonayre. 358. statute. 361. displease.3 3- mekel_-; yerde. 365. statute; disceme. 367. thynke ; arte ; yeme.
373. tuyne Uarte. _74. disdayne. 375. the. 376. yf (S. trine);
reyne. 377. libertle. 378. ellis. 379. _atute. knowe (read
con). 38o. Ie (for y). 381. lowe; kowigh (for cough). 382.
ofte. 385. bring vp (ore. vp). 384. moche resorte. 585. sporte.
586. statute. 387, payne; haste. 389. thou or thon (S. then) ;
thynke; goo. 392. bette.
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The thirleenth statut, Whylom is to thinke,
What thing may best thy lady lyke and plese,
And in thyn hertes boto'm let it sinke : 395
Sore thing devise, and take [it] for thyn ese,
And send it her, that may her herte _'apese :
Some hen, or ring, or lettre, or device,
Or precious stone; but spare not for no price.

The fourteenth statut eke thou shalt assay 400
Fermly to kepe the most part of thy lyre :
Wish that thy lady in thyne armes lay,
And nightly dreme, thow hast thy hertes wyfe
Swetely in armes, straining her as h]yfe:
And whan thou seest it is but fantasy, 405
See that thow sing not over merily,

For to moche joye hath oft a wofull end.
It longith eke, this statut for to hold,
To deme thy lady evermore thy frend,
And think thyself in no wyse a cocold. 4Io
In every thing she doth but as she shold:
Construe the best, beleve no tales newe,
For many a lie is told, that semeth full trewe.

But think that she, so bounteous and fair,
Coud not be fals: imagine this algate ; 4x5
And think that tonges wikke wold her appair,
Slaundering her name and worshipfull estat,
And lovers true to setten at debat :

And though thow seest a faut right at thyne y,
Excuse it blyve, and glose it pretily. Oo

The fifteenth statut, Use to swere and stare,
And counterfet a lesing hardely,
To save thy ladys honour every-where,
And put thyself to fight [for her] boldly:
Sey .she is good, virtuous, and gostly, 4a5
Clere of entent, and berte, and thought and wille ;
And argue not, for reson ne for sk3lle,

393. statute. 394. Whate; please. 395. thyne.hartes. 396. think ;
I su2_plyit ; th)me ease. 597. sent (read send) ; haRe pease (r,cad herte
apese). 398. letre; devil. 4oo. statute; shalte. 4ox. Formely; pare.
4oa. Wiashe. 4o3. thy nyghtes hartes wife (ore. nyghtes). 4o5. whanne.
4o6. merely. 4o8. statute. 4o9. frende. 41o. tbynke. 4H.
shuld. 413. beste. 4r3. semyth (S. semth). 414. thinke; fayre.
415. Cowde. 4x6. thinke; wykked (readwikke); appaier. 4x7.
Sklaunderyng; estate. 418. debate. 479. fawte ; thyne ye. 42 I.
statute. 4a2. counterfete. 4a3. honoare ; .whare. 424 . I su2_ly for her ;
boldely. 05. gode; gostely. 06. harte.
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Agayn thy ladys pie.sir ne entent,
For love wil not be countrepleted, indede:
Sey as she seith, than shalt thou not be shent, 430
The crow is whyte ; ye, truly, so I rede:
And ay what thing that she thee will forbede,
Eschew all that, and give her sovereintee,
Her appetyt folow in all degree.

The sixfeen/fz statut, kepe it if thow may :-- 435
Seven sith at night thy lady for to plese,
And seven at midnight, seven at morow-day;
And drink a cawddl erly for thyn ese.
Do this, and kepe thyn hede from all disese,
And win the garland here of lovers all, 440
That ever come in court, or ever shall.

Ful few, think I, this statut hold and kepe;
But truly, this my resort giveth me fele,
That sore lovers shuld rather fall aslepe,
Than take on hand to plese so oft and wele. 445
There lay non oth to this statut a-dele,
But kepe who might, as gave him his corage :
Now get this garland, lusty folk of age.

Now win who may, ye lusty folk of youth,
This garland fresh, of floures rede and whyte, 450
Purpill and blewe, and colours _'ful uncouth,
And I shal croune him king of all delyt 1
In al the court there was not, to my sight,
A lover trew, that he ne was adred,
When he expresse hath herd the statut red. 455

The seventeenth statut, Whan age approchith on,
And lust is leid, and all the fire is queint,
As freshly than thou shalt begin to fon,
And dote in love, and all her image paint
In r_membraunce, til thou begin to faint, 46o
tAs in the first seson thyn herr began:
And her desire, though thou ne may ne can

4a8. Agayne; pleaire. 429. wille. 43o. shalte thowe. 43I.
crowe. 432. whate; the wille forbidde. 433. Eschewe; souerentie.
434. Hir appetide felawe (_'_; S. appetite folowe). 435- statute. 436.
please. 437. morowe. 438. drynke ; thyne ease. 439. thyne ; dyssease.
44o. wynne; alle. _44x. courte; shalle. 44a. fewe thynke ; statute.
443. reason. 445. please; ofte. 446. none othe; statute. 448. /qowe;
garlant ; folke. 4_9. (a_ramthis 2_'nt, arcease/o gi_e minute co_'ectians
saOtlling,suc_asareg_vtnabo,ve. ) 45L fel (readful). 45a. delite- 455.
hard ; statute redde. 458. fonne. 46o. In the remerabraunce(I omit the).
46I. And (eta,/As).
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Perform thy living actueU, and lust;
Regester this in thy rememb[e]raunce:
Eke when thou mayst not kepe thy thing from rust, 465
_'Yit speke and talk of plesaunt daliaunce;
For that shall make thyn herr rejoise and daunee.
And when thou mayst no more the game assay,
The statut _'bit thee pray for hem that may.

The eigh/tenl_ statut, hoolly to commend, 470
To plese thy lady, is, That thou eschewe
With sluttishness thy-self for to offend;
Be jofif, fresh, and fete, with thinges newe,
Courtly with maaer, this is all thy due,
Gentill of port, and loving clenlinesse; 475
This is the thing that lyketh thy maistresse.

And not to wander lich a dulled ass,
Ragged and torn, disgysed in array,
Ribaud in speche, or out of mesure pass,
Thy hound exceding; think on this alway : 48o
For women _'been of tender hertes ay,
And lightly set their plesire in a place;
Whan they misthink, they lightly let it passe.

The nineteenth statut, Mete and drink forgete :
Eeh other day, see that thou fast for love, 485
For in the court they live withouten mete,
Sauf such as cometh from Venus all above;
They take non heed, in pain of greet reprove,
Of mete and drink, for that is all in vain;
Only they live by sight of their soverain. 49 °

The /'wentieth statut, last of everichoon,
Enroll it in thyn hertes privitee;
To wring and wail, to turn, and sigh and grone,
When that thy lady absent is from thee ;
And eke renew the wordes [all] that she 495
Bitween you twain hath seid, and all the chere
That thee hath mad thy 1yves lady dere.

And see thyn herte in quiet ne in rest
Sojorn, to tyme thou seen thy lady eft;
But wher she won by south, or est_ or west, 5oo
With all thy force, now see it be not left :

f

466. It (read Yit). 468. gain; S. game. 469. bldde (read bit). 470.
holy. 47x. please. 476. mutres/e. 48I. but _I); r_/been. 483.
meL/'arlstthey ; S. thd). 49o. be(forby). MS.lalnoure(l); S.soueraine.
49a. hartea. 495. MS. revowe; S. nmewe; I_/_ly all 497. made.
499. seae (I). 5oo. wonne; S. won. be (far by).
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Be diligent, till tyme thy lyre be re/t,
In that thou mayst, thy lady for to see;
This statut was of old antiquitee`

An officer of high auctoHtee, 505
Cleped Rigour, made us swere anon:
He nas corrupt with parcialitee,
Favour, prayer, ne gold that cherely shoon;
' Ye shall,' quod he, 'now sweren here echoon,
Yong and old, to kepe, in that _tye may, 5xo
The statuts truly, all, aftir this day.'

O god, thought I, hard is to make this oth!
But to my pouer shall I thaim observe ;
In all this world nas mater half so loth,
To swere for all; for though my body sterve, 5z5
I have no might the hole for to reserve.
But herkin now the c.ace how it befell:

After my oth was mad, the trouth to tell,

I turned leves, loking on this boke,
Where other statuts were of women shene; 520
And right furthwith Rigour on me gan loke
Full angrily, and seid unto the quene
I traitour was, and charged me let been:

'There may no man,' quod he, 'the statut[s] know,
That long to woman, hy degree ne low. 5a 5

In secret wyse thay kepten been full close,
They sowne echon to libertie, my frend;
Plesaunt thay be, and to their own purpose;
There wot no wight of thaim, but god and fend,
Ne naught shall wit, unto the worldes end. 530
The quene hath yeve me charge, in pain to dye,
Never to rede ne seen thaim with myn ye.

For men shall not so here of counceU ben,
With womanhode, ne knowen of her gyse,
He what they think, ne of their wit th'engyn; 535
I me report to Salamon the wyse,
And mighty Sampson, which begyled thryes
With Dalida was: he wot that, in a throw,
There may no man statut of women knowe.

5o8. cherely (S. clerely) ; shone. 51o. they (readye). 5x7. herkyn.
5x8. othe; made. t19. loues (1); S. leaues. 523. beae. 524. statute
(readstatuts; see 62o).. Sa5. hie. 5a6. keptea ben. 527. ecchone.
5a8. owen. 53z. youe; S. yeue. 536 guyse. 535. thengene.
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For it parav6nture may right so befall, 540
That they be bound by nature to disceive,
And spinne, and wepe, and sugre strewe on gall,
The bert of man to ravissh and to reyve,
And whet their tong as sharp as swerd or gleyve:
It may betyde, this is their ordinaunce; 545
So must they lowly doon the observaunce,

And kepe the statut yeven thaim of kind,
Or such as love hath yeve hem in their lyre.
Men may not were why turneth every wind,
Nor waxen wyse, nor ben inquisityf 55o
To know secret of maid, widow, or wyfe;
For they their statutes have to thaim reserved,
And never man to know thaim hath deserved.

Now dress you furth, the god of Love you gyde !'
Quod Rigour than, 'and seek the temple bright 555
Of Cithdr[e]a, goddess here besyde;
Beseche her, by [the] influence and might
Of al her vertue, you to teche a-right,
How for to serve your ladies, and to plese,
Ye that ben sped, and set your hert in ese. 56o

And ye that ben unpurveyed, _rpray her eke
Comfort you soon with grace and destinee,
That ye may set your hert there ye may lyke,
In suche a place, that it to love may be
Honour and worship, and felicitee 565
To you for ay. Now goth, by one assent.'
'Graunt mercy, sir!' quod we, and furth we went

Devoutly, soft and esy pace, to see
Venus the goddes image, all of gold:
And there we founde a thousand on their knee, 570
Sum freshe and feire, som dedely to behold,
In sondry mantils new, and som were old,
Som painted were with flames rede as fire,
Outward to shew their inward hoot desire:

With dolefull chere, full fele in their complaint 575
Cried 'Lady Venus, rewe upon our sore!
Receive our biLles, with teres all bedreint;
We may not wepe, there is no more in store;

54]. be (foe by). 542. sugre. 543. hart. 547. yoaen; S. yeuea.
548. Or; S. Of. yore; S. yeue. 55L widue; S. widowe. 55a. Or (!);
S. For. 554. guyde. 556. Cithera. 557- l.m_ly the; eafluence.
559. iadis (S. ladies) ; please. 560. hart; ease. 56x. prayerOrorpray
her). 565. hart. 565. filiclte. 574- hote. 575- feele; S. fele.
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But wo and pain us frettithmore and more :
Thou _blisful planet, lovers sterre so shene, 580
Have rowth on us, that sigh and carefull been;

And ponish, Lady, grevously, we pray,
The false untrew with eounterfet plesaunce,
That made their oth, be trew to live or dey,
With chere assured, and with countenaunce; 585
And falsly now thay foten loves daunce,
Barein of rewth, untrue of that they seid,
Now that their lust and plesire is alleyd.'

Yet eft again, a thousand milion,
Rejoysing, love, leding their life in blis: 590
They seid :--' Venus, redresse of all division,
Goddes eterne, thy name "_y-heried is!
By loves bond is knit all thing, y-wis,
Best unto best, the erth to water wan,
Bird unto bird, and woman unto man; 595

This is the lyre of joye that we ben in,
Resembling lyre of hevenly paradyse ;
Love is exyler ay of vice and sin ;
Love maketh hertes lusty to devyse;
Honour and grace have thay, in every wyse, 60o
That been to loves law obedient;
Love makith folk benigne and diligent;

Ay stering theim to drede[n] vice and shame:
In their degree it maketh thaim honorable;
And swete it is of love [to] bere the name, 605
So that his love be feithfull, true, and stable:
Love prunith him, to semen amiable;
Love hath no faut, there it is exercysed,
But sole with theim that have all love dispised.

Honour to thee, celestiall and clere 61o
Goddes of love, and to thy celsitude,
That yevest us light so fer down from thy spere,
Persing our hertes with thy pulcritude!
Comparison non of similitude
May to thy grace be mad in no degree, 6x5
That hast us set with love in tmitee.

579. woo. 88o. blessedfull ; S. blissedful. 581. bene. 582.
ponysshe. 585. eounterfete. 584. dye ; S. deie. 587. Baron (read Barein);
._.Barain. 588. aUeide. 59o. blisse. 592. etemel _read eteme) ;
I-hired (read y-heried). 594. wanne. 595. woman vnto woman (!) ;
S. woman unto man. . 599, 6I 3- halte_ 605. .I su_ly to. 6o8.
faute; excerdsed. "6II. celcitude. 6] 4. Compersion; S. Comparison.
6] 5. made.
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Gret cause have we to praise thy name and thee,
For [that] through thee we live in joye and blisse.
Blessed be thou, most souverain to see.'
Thy holy court of gladness may not misse: 62o
A thousand sith we may rejoise in this,
That we ben thyn with harte and all y-fere,
Enflamed with thy grace, and hevinly fere.'

Musing of tho that spakin in this wyse,
I me bethought in my rememb[e]raunce 6_5
Myne orison right goodly to devyse,
And plesauntly, with hartes obeisaunce,
Beseech the goddes voiden my grevaunce ;
For I loved eke, sauf that I wist nat where;
Yet down I set, and seid as ye shall here. 630

' Fairest of all that ever were or be !

•_Lucerne and light to pensif creature!
Myn hole affiaunce, and my lady free,
My goddes bright, my fortune and my ure,
I yeve and yeld my hart to thee full sure, 635
Humbly beseehing, lady, of thy grace
Me to bestowe into sore blessed place.

And here I vow me feithfull, t_rue, and kind,
Without offence of mutabilitee,
Humbly to serve, whyl I have wit and mind, 64o
Myn hole affiaunce, and my lady free!
In thilk_ place, there ye me sign to be:
And, sith this thing of newe is yeve me, ay
To love and serve, needly must I obey.

Be merciable with thy fire of grace, 645
And fix myne bert there bewtie is and routh,
For hote I love, determine in no place,
Sauf only this, by god and hy my trouth,
Trowbled I was with slomber, slepe, and slouth
This other night, and in a visioun 650
I sey a woman romen up and down,

Of mene stature, and seemly to behold,
Lusty and fresh, demure of countynaunce,
Yong and wel shap, with here [that] shoon as gold,
With yen as cristall, farced with plesaunce ; 655

6x8. 2"_f2_ly that. 6a6. godely. 628. Beseche. 632. Lueome;
S. Liquor (D. 654. vse (0; S. we. 635. harte. 637. blhsed; S.
bleued. 643. yove (S. yeue) ; to me (S. me aie, w_k/t scents_ttcr). 644.
and nedely most (ore.andS. 648. be (.for xst by). 65o. vision. 65z.
se (read sey). 654. arsupaO/ythat ; shone. 6._5. fear.id.
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And she gan stir myne harte a lite to daunce;
But sodenly she vanissh gan right there:
Thus I may sey, I love and wot not where.

For what she is, ne her dwelling ! not,
And yet I fele that love distraineth me: 66o
Might ich her know, that wold I fain, god wot,
Serve and obey with all benlgnitee.
And if that other be my destinee,
So that no wyse I shall her never see,
Than graunt me her that best may lyken me, 665

With glad rejoyse to live in parfit hele,
Devoide of wrath, repent, or variaunce;
And able me to do that may be wele
Unto my lady, with hertes hy plesaunce:
And, mighty goddes! through thy purviaunce 670
My wit, my thought, my lust and love so gyde,
That to thyne honour I may me provyde

To set myne herte in place there I may lyke,
And gladly serve with all affeccioun.
Gret is the pain which at myn heft doth silk, 675
Till I be sped by thyn eleccionn :
Help, lady goddes! that possessioun
I might of her have, that in all my lyre
I clepen shall my quene and hertes wife.

And in the Court of Love to dwell for ay 68o
My wiile it is, and don thee sacrifice:
Daily with Diane eke to fight and fray,
And holden werre, as might well me suffice:
That goddes chaste I kepen in no wyse
To serve; a fig for all her chastitee X 685
Her lawe is for religiositee.'

And thus gan finish preyer, lswde, and preise,
Which that I yove to Venus on my knee,
And in myne herr to ponder and to peise,
I gave anon hir image fressh bewtie ; 690
Hell to that figure sweet! and heft to thee,

Cupide,' quod I, and rose and yede my way;
And in the temple as I yede I sey

663. by; S. be. 669. harteshie. 67x. guyde. 673. harte.
674. affeccion. 675. hart; s'tyke. 679. barter. 682. for to (o,J.
for). 684. ia kepen (t); S. I kepeu. 687. preic¢. 689. harte; pctc¢.
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A shryne sormownting all in stones riche,
Of which the force was plesaunce to myn y, 695
With diamant or saphire; never liche
I have non seyn, ne wrought so wondefly.
So whan I met with Philobone, in hy
I gan demaund, 'Who[s] is this sepulture?'
'Forsoth,' quod she, 'a tender creature 700

Is shryned there, and Pit_ is her name.
She saw an egle wreke him on a fly,
And pluk his wing, and eke him, in his game,
And tender herte of that hath made her dy:
Eke she wold wepe, and morn right pitously 705
To seen a lover suffre gret destresse.
In all the court has non that, as I gesse,

That coude a lover thalf so well availe,
Ne of his wo the torment or the rage
•l'Aslaken, for he was sure, withouten faile, 7Jo
That of his grief she coud the hete aswage.
In sted of Pit_, spedeth hot corage
The maters all of court, now she is dede;
I me report in this to womanhede.

For weile and wepe, and crye, and speke, and pray,-- 715
Women wold not have pit/_ on thy plaint;
He by that mene to ese thyn hart convey,
But thee receiven for their own talent:

And sey, that Pit_ causith thee, in consent
Of rewth, to take thy service and thy pain 720
In that thow mayst, to plese thy souverain.

But this is councell, keep it secretly ;'
Quod she, 'I hold, for atl the world abowt,
The Quene of Love it wist ; and wit ye why ?
For if by me this matter springen out, 725
In court no lenger shuld I, owt of dowt,
Dwellen, but shame in all my life entity:
Now kepe it close,' quod she, ' this haxdely.

Well, all is well! How shall ye seen,'.she seid,
'The feirest lady under son that is: 73o

695. ye. 697. wounderly. 698. hie. 699. Who; rtadWhos. 704. harte.
705. piteously; S. pitously. 7o8. haue (3); rtad half. 7xo. AssUken
(read Aslaken) ; S. Asken (I). 7H. gryfe ; S. grief. 714. womanhode (!).
717. meane; ease. 718. owen. 7"JI.please. 7a4. wire. 7a5.
spryngen (.n'c). 7a6. dowte. 7a9. ten,, 73o. mnne.
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Come on with me, demene you lithe a maid,
With shamefast dred, for ye shall spede, y-wis,
With her that is the mir[th] and joy and blis:
But sumwhat straunge and sad of her demene
She is, be ware your countenaunce be sene, 735

Nor over light, ne recheless, ne to bold,
Ne malapert, ne rinning with your _ng;
For she will you abeisen and behold,
And you demaund, why ye were hens so long
Out of this court, without resort among: 740
And Rosiall her name is hote aright,
Whose harte "l'asyet ['is] yeven to no wight.

And ye also ben, as I understond,
With love but light avauneed, by your word ;
Might ye, by hap, your fredom maken bond, 745
And fall in grace with her, and wele accord,
Well might ye thank the god of Love and lord;
For she that ye sawe in your dreme appem,
To love suche one, what are _ye than the nere?

Yit wot ye what ? as my rememb[e]raunee 75o
Me yevlth now, ye fayn, where that ye sey
That ye with love had never acqueintaunce,
Saul in your dreme right late this other day :
Why, yis, parde! my life, that durst I lay,
That ye were caught upon an heth, when I 755
Saw you complain, and sigh full pitously;

Within an erber, and a garden fair
With floures growe, and herbes vertuous,
Of which the savour swete was and the eyr,
There were your-self full hoot and amorous: 760
Y-wis, ye ben to nice and daungerous ;
A! wold ye now repent, and love sore new ?'-
'Nay, by my trouth,' I seid, ' I never knew

The goodly wight, whos I shall be for ay:
Guyde me the lord that love hath made and roe.' 765

731. demeane. 73a. spede; S. speke (a needle_ a#erallon). 733.
MS. mir and ioye and blil_e ; S. mirrourioye and blisse. 738. abeisen.
74o. withouten. 74a. i_ (read as); .ntt_p/),is; youen (S. yeuon). 745. be;
S. by. 747. think; S. thanke. 749. the (- _e, orror for ye) ; S. thei (!).
751. fayne. 755. opon. 756. piteously; S. pitously. 757- faier. 758.
vet_ase (n_). 759. he.ire(!). 76o. ore (!) ; S. hote. 764. godely; who_.
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But furth we went in-till a chambre gay,
There was Rosiall, womanly to see,
Whose stremes sotell-persing of her ee
Myn hart gun thriLLfor bewtie in the stound :
' Alas,' quod I, 'who hath me yeve this wound ?' 77o

And than I dred to speke, till at the last
I gret the lady reverently and wele,
Whan that my sigh was gon and over-past;
And down on knees fuLLhumbly gun I knele,
Beseching her my fervent wo to kele, 775
For there I took full purpose in my mind,
Unto her grace my painfull hart to bind.

For if I shall all fully her discryve,
Her hede was round, by compace of nature_
Her here as gold,--she passed all on-lyve,-- 780
And lily forhede had this cr#.ature,
With lovelich browes, flawe, of colour pure,
Bytwene the which was mene disseveraunce
From every brow, to shewe[n] a distaunce.

Her nose directed streight, and even as lyne, 785
With fourm and shap therto convenient,
In which the goddes milk-whyt path doth shine ;
And eke her yen ben bright and orient
As is the smaragde, unto my juggement,
Or yet thise sterres hevenly, smale and bright; 79 °
Her visage is of lovely rede and whyte.

Her mouth is short, and shit in litell space,
Flaming somdele, not over-rede, I mene,
With pregnant lippes, and thik to kiss, percas ;
(For lippes thin, not fat, but ever lene, 795
They serve of naught, they be not worth a bene ;
For if the basse ben full, there is delyt,
Maximian truly thus cloth he wryte.)

But to my purpose :--I sey, whyte as snow
Ben all her teeth, and in order thay stond 8co
Of oon stature ; and eke lair breth, I trow,
Surmounteth alle odours that ever I fond

In sweetnes; and her body, face, and-hond
Ben sharply slender, so that from the hede
Unto the rote, all is but womanhede. 8o5

768. ye (readee). "169.hare. "17o.yon (1); S. yeue. 772. grete.
"176.toke. 777. harte. ,18x. lyLLy. 782. louelie_h (1); S. liaelishe.
flawe (for flave). 794- prengnauate. 8oo. 2taad 8ol. one. 8o_.
od¢_ (:); S. odours; fouad. 8o3. awimesse; S. swe_____
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I hold my poes of other thinges hid :-
Here shall my soul, and not my tong, bewray :-
But how she was arrayed, if ye me bid,
That shall I well discover you and say:
A bend of gold and silk, full fressh and gay; 81o
With here in tresse[s], browdered full well,
Right smothly kept, and shyning every-del.

About her nek a flour of fressh devyse
With rubies set, that lusty were to sene ;
And she in gown was, light and somer-wyse, 8x5
Shapen full wele, the colour was of grene,
With aureat seint about her sydes clene,
With dyvers stones, precious and fiche :-
Thus was she rayed, yet saugh I never her liche.

For if that Jove had [but] this lady seyn, 820
Tho Calixto ne [yet] Alcrnenia,
Thay never hadden in his armes leyn;
Ne he had loved the faire Europa;
Ye, ne yet Dane ne Antiopa t
For al their bewtie stood in Rosiall; 825
She seined lich a thing celestiall

In bownt_, favor, port, and semliness,
Plesaunt of figure, mirrour of delyt,
Gracious to sene, and rote of gentilness,
With angel visage, lusty rede and white: 830
There was not lak, saul daunger had a lite
This goodly fressh in rule and govemaunce;
And somdel straunge she was, for her plesaunce.

And truly sone I took my leve and went,
Whan she had me enquyred what I was ; 835
For more and more impressen gan the dent
Of Loves dart, whyl I beheld her face;
And eft again I corn to seken grace,
And up I put my bill, with sentence de.re
That folwith aftir; rede and ye shall here. 840

' O ye [the] fressh, of [all] bewtie the rote,
That nature hath fourmed so wele and made

Princesse and Quene! and ye that may do bote
Of all my langour with your worries glad I

8o6. pease: hidde, t:8o 7. bewry; S. bewraie. • 808. bidde. 8xi.
her intreste (read here in tresses). Sta. kepte (2_r_aps for kempt). 82o.
/suj_/),but. 82x. 2"su,_/y yet. MS. alcenia(!). 823. eurosa(!}.
825. stode. 828. delite. 832. godely. 834. toke. 840.
folowith. 84L I m_/), the and all 843. I (!) ; S. ye.
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Ye wounded me, ye made me wo-bestad; 845
Of grace redress my mortall tgrief, as ye
Of all myne tharm the verrey causer be.

Now am I caught, and unwar sodenly,
With persant stremes of your y_n clere,
Subject to ben, and serven you meekly, 85o
And all your man, y-wis, my lady dere,
Abiding grace, of which I you requere,
That merciles ye cause me not to sterve ;
But guerdon me, liche as I may deserve.

For, by my troth, the dayes of my breth 855
I am and will be youre in wille and herr,
Patient and meek, for you to suffre deth
If it require ; now rewe upon my smert ;
And this I swere, I never shall out-stert
From Loves Court for none adversitee, 86o
So ye wold rewe on my distresse and me.

My destinee, _my fate, and ure I bliss,
That have me set to ben obedient

Only to you, the flour of all, y-wis :
I trust to Venus never to repent ; 865
For ever redy, glad, and diligent
Ye shall me finde in service to your grace,
Till deth my lyre out of my body race.

Humble unto your excellence so digne,
Enforcing ay my wittes and delyt 870
To serve and plese with glad herte and benigne,
And ben as Troilus, [old] Troyes knight,
Or Antony for Cleopatre bright,
And never you me thinkes to reney :
This shall I kepo unto myne ending-day. 875

Enprent my speche in your memorial
Sadly, my princess, salve of all my sore !
And think that, for I wold becomen thrall,
And ben your own, as I have seyd before,
Ye must of pity cherissh more and more 88o
Your man, and tender aftir his desert,
And yive him corage for to ben expert.

846. give(!); r_dgrief. 847. harte _!); readharm. 850. mekely.
85z. require(!). 856. harte. 857. meke. 86a. and me (5.
me'_; read my. 868. rare. 87o. delite. 871. please ; harte. 872.
I_u/y2blyold. 874. thynkes (sic). 876. Eprent 0e_,rEnprent). 878.
bcco_. 879. owyn; S. owae. 88o. most. 88a. yf (= yif) ;
S. giue.



XXIV. THE COURT OF LOVE. 433

For where that oon hath set his herte on fire,
And findeth nether refut ne plesaunce,
Ne word of comfort, deth will quyte his hire. 885
Alias! that there is none allegeaunce
Of all their wo! alias, the gret grevaunce
To love unloved! But ye, my Lady dere,
In other wyse may govern this matere.'

' Truly, gramercy, frend, of your good will, 89o
And of your profer in your humble wyse!
But for your service, take and kepe it still.
And where ye say, I ought you well cheryse,
And of your gref the remedy devyse,
I know not why: I ham acqueinted well 895
With you, ne wot not sothly where ye dwell.'

'In art of love _ I wryte, and songes make,
That may be song in honour of the King
And Quene of Love; and than I undertake,
He that is sad shall than full mery sing. 90o
And daunger[o]us not ben in every thing
Beseche I you, but seen my will and rede,
And let your aunswer put me out of drede.'

' What is your name? reherse it here, I pray,
Of whens and where, of what condicion 905
That ye ben of? Let see, com of and say!
Fain wold I know your disposicion :--
Ye have put on your old entencion ;
But what ye mene to serv/_ me I noot,
Sauf that ye say ye love me wonder hoot.' 9to

' My name ? alas, my bert, why [make it straunge ?]
Philogenet I cald am fer and nere,
Of Cambrige clerk, that never think to chaunge
Fro you that with your hevenly stremes clere
Ravissh myne herte and gost and all in-fere: 9r5
This is the first, I write my bil! for grace,
Me think, I see sore mercy in your face.

And what I mene, by god that al hath wrought,
My bill, that maketh finaJ1 mencion,
That ye ben, lady, in myne inward thought 920

883. one; hate. 884. refute. 886. ailelcaunce (!). 890. gode wille.
893. cheryuh. 894_ gref. 896. southly. 897. and 03; nad I.

908. vppon ; read on. 909 . nete (errorfar note =
9oa.aenoot)_ne(.ni").9xo. here (error for hote =hoot). 9 tL hart why (rest of
line blaM; Isul_ly make it stmunge). 9x4 . For (1) ; S. Fro. 915.
harle. 9z8. goddes (S. gods) ; read god.
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Of all myne heft without offencion,
That I best love, and have, sith I begon
To draw to court. Lo, than! what might I say ?
I yeld me here, [lo !] unto ),our noble),.

And if that I offend, or wilfull), 925
By pompe of hart your precept disobey,
Or doon again your will unskillfully,
Or greven you, for ernest or for play,
Correct ye me right sharply than, I pray,
As it is sene unto your womanhede, 93o
And rewe on me, or ellis I ham but dede.'

Nay, god forbede to feffe you so with grace,
And for a worde of sugred eloquence,
To have compassion in so litell space!
Than were it tyme that sore of us were hens! 935
Ye shall not find in me suche insolence.

Ay? what is this? may ye not suffer sight?
How may ye loke upon the candill-light,

That clere[r] is and hotter than myn y ?
And yet ye seid, the heroes perse and frete:-- 94o
How shall ye than the candel-[l]ight endry ?
For wel wot ye, that hath the sharper hete.
And there ye bid me you correct and bete,
If ye offend,--na),, that may not be doon:
There come but few that speden here so soon. 945

Withdraw your y, withdraw from presens eke:
Hurt not yourself, through foly, with a loke;
I wold be sow so to make you seke:
A woman shuld be ware eke whom she toke:
Ye beth a dark :--go serchen [in] my boke, 95o
If any women ben so light to win :
Nay, hyde a whyl, though ye were all my kin.

So' soon ye may not win myne harte, in trouth
The gyse of court will seen your stedfastness,
And as ),e don, to have upon you rewth. 955
Your own desert, and lowly gentilness,
That will reward you joy for heviness;
And though ye waxen pale, and gren¢ and dede,
Ye must it use a while, withouten drede,

9zx. htrte. 922. Imgaane. 924. I su_Oplylo; nobly (S. nobleye).
927. done (_c). 9z8. growen (s/c); S. greuen. 959- clere; hatter
(S. hotter); ye. 944, 945- done, sone. 946. ye. 948. syke; read
seke. 950. serchynne; r_adserchen in. 95x. wynne. 952. abide
(read byde); thowe; kynae. 954. guyse. 955. rewth. 956. owen:
lawly. 958. thowe. 959. most.
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And it accept, and grucchen in no wyse; 960
But where as ye me hastily desyre
To been to love, me think, ye be not wyse.
Cese of your language ! cese, I you requyre !
For he that hath this twenty yere ben here
May not obtayn ; than marveile I that ye 965
Be now so bold, of love to trete with me.'

' Ahl mercy, hart, my lady and my love,
My rightwyse princesse and my lyves guyde!
Now may I playn to Venus all above,
That rewthles ye me _give these woundes wyde! 970
What have I don ? why may it not betyde,
That for my trouth I may received be ?
Alas! your daunger and your crueltY!

In wofu]l hour I got was, we!away!
In wofull hour [y-]fostred and y-fed, 975
In wofull hour y-born, that I ne may
My supplication swetely have y-sped!
The frosty grave and cold must be my bedde,
Without ye list your grace and mercy shewe,
Deth with his axe so faste on me doth hewe. 980

So greet disese and in- so litell whyle,
So litell joy, that felte I never yet ;
And at my wo Fortune ginneth to smyle,
That never erst I felt so harde a fit:

Confounded ben my spirits and my wit, 985
Till that my lady take me to her cure,
Which I love best of erthely creature.

But that I lyke, that may I not corn by;
Of that I playn, that have I habondaunce;
Sorrow and thought, thay sit me wounder ny; 99o
Me is withhold that might be my plesaunce :
Yet turne again, my worldly suffisaunce !
O lady bright! and save your feithfull true,
And, er I die, yet on[e]s upon me rewe.'

With that I fell in sounde, and dede as stone, 995
With colour slain, and wan as assh[es] pale;

z

963. Cease (tun'eeL 965. optayne. 968. rightwose (!). 9?0.
ye may _ (or gife) this wounderwide (no sense). 973. Alas thanneyoure
(ore. thanne); cmeltie. 974. gore. 975. fosteredand Ifedde. 977.
Ispedde. 984. arst. 985. spritiL 993. saul. 994. ar 09r er).
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And by the hand she caughtme up anon,
' Aryse,' quod she, ' what ? have ye dronken dwale ?
Why slepen ye ? it is no nightertale.'
' Now mercy, swete,' quod I, y-wis affrayed: zooo
'What thing,' quod she, ' hath mad you so dismayed ?

Now wot I well that yea lover be,
Your hewe is witnesse in this thing,' she seid:
'If ye were secret, [ye] might know,' quod she,
' Curteise and kind, all this shuld be allayed : xoo5
And now, myn herte! all that I have misseid,
I shall amend, and set your harte in ese.'
'That word it is,' quod I, 'that doth me plese.'

' But this I charge, that ye the statuts kepe,
And breke thaim not for sloth nor ignoraunce.' zoio
With that she gan to smyle and laughen depe.
'Y-wis,' quod I, 'I will do your plesaunce;
The sixteenth statut doth me grete grevaunce,
But ye must that relesse or modifie.'
'I graunt,' quod she, 'and so i will truly.' xoi5

And softly than her colour gan appeare,
As rose so rede, through-out her visage all,
Wherefore me think it is according here,
That she of right be cleped Rosiall.
Thus have I won, with wordes grete and small, xo2o
Some goodly word of hit that I love best,
And trust she shaU yit set myne harte in rest.

$ $ $ $ $ *

' ('_OTH on,' she seid to Philobone, ' and take
"-4 This man with you, and lede him all abowt

Within the court, and shew him, for my sake, 1o25
What lovers dwell withinne, and all the rowte
Of officers ; for he is, out of dowte,
A straunger yit : '--' Come on,' quod Philobone,
' Philogenet, with me now must ye gon.'

And stalking soft with esy pace, I saw io3o
About the king [ther] stonden environ,

998. A/yse anou quod (ore. anon). 999. nytirtale. Iool. made.
loo4. I_'u/s_ly ye. Ioo6. myae harte. "loo 7. hare; ease. 1oo8.
please, xoo9. steutes (!) ; errorfor statuta, zo14. most. xoxS. thynke
that it (I omit that), xo2x. godely, lO23. phelobone. 1o27. oSeers
him shewe for (ore. him shewe), zo3o. easy paae. Io3x./n_2_p_ ther.
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Attendaunce, Diligence, and their felaw
Fortherer, Esperaance, and many oon;
Dred-to-offend there stood, and not Moon;
For there was eke the cruell adversair, Io35
The lovers fo, th/_t cleped is Dispair,

Which unto me spak angrely and fell,
And said, my lady me deceiven shall:
' Trowest thow,' quod she, 'that all that she did tell,
Is true? Nay, nay, but under hony galll xo4o
Thy birth and "_hers, [they] be nothing egall :
Cast of thyn hart, for aLl her wordes whyte,
For in good faith she lovith thee but a lyte.

And eek remember, thyn habilite
May not compare with hir, this well thow wot.' _o45
Ye, than cam Hope and said, ' My frend, let be!
Beleve him not: Dispair, he ginneth dote.'
'Alas,' quod I, 'here is both cold and hot:
The tone me biddeth love, the toder nay;
Thus wot I not what me is best to say. xo5o

But well wot I, my lady graunted me,
Truly to be my woundes remedy;
Her gentilness may not infected be
With dobleness, thus trust I till I dy.'
So cast I void Dispaires company, ro55
And taken Hope to councell and to frend.
' Ye, kepe that wele,' quod Philobone, 'in mind.'

And there besyde, within a bay-window,
Stood oon in grene, full large of brede and length,
His berd as blak as fethers of the crow; io6o
His name was Lust, of wounder might and strength ;
And with Delyt to argue there he thenkth,
For this was all his [hool] opinion,
That love was sin! and so he hath begon

To reson fast, and legge auctorit_ : xo6s
' Nay,' quod Delyt. 'love is a vertue clere,
And from the soule his progress holdeth he:

zo3_', felowe. _to3_ asperaunce, xo34. stode. Io35. aduo.sary (!).
xo36. displesire (1); for Despair (see I. xo47). 1o38. dysseyuene (I); error
for dysseyuen, xo39. Throwest (!) ; S. Trowest. xo4L his 0) ; read
hers; I su2_/y they. xo43. gode; loaith, xo48. hote. xo54. dye..
xo59. Stode one. Io6a. thynketh; S. thiakth. Io63. .l'su_02_l¥ hooL
Io64b syaae; begoane, io65. reason, xo66. delite.
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Blind appetyt of lust doth often stere,
And that is sin : for reson lakketh there,
For thow [dost] think thy neighbours wyfe to win: xo7o
Yit think it welt that love may not be sin;

For god and selnt, they love right verely,
Void of all sin and vice: this knowe I wele,
Affeccion of flessh is sin, truly;
But verray love is vertue, as I fde, xo75
For love may not thy freil desire akele :
For [verray] love is love withouten sin.'
_Now stints' quoth Lust, 'thow spekest not worth a pin.'

And there I left thaim in their arguing,
Roming ferther in the caste.l/ wyde, xo8o
And in a corner Lier stood talking
Of lesings fast, with Flatery there besyde ;
He seid that women were attire of pryde,
And men were founde of nature variaunt,
And coud be false, and shewen beau semblaunt, loS5

Than Flatery bespake and seid, y-wis :
See, so she goth on patens faire and fete,

Hit doth right wele: what prety man is this
That rometh here? Now truly, drink ne mete
Node I not have ; myne hart for joye doth bete xogo
Him to behold, so is he goodly fressh:
It semeth for love his harte is tender nessh. _

This is the court of lusty folk and glad,
And wel becometh their habit and array :
O why be som so sorry and so sad, so95
Complaining thus in blak and whyte and gray ?
Freres they ben, and monkes, in good fay:
Alas, for rewth! greet dole it is to seen,
To see thaim thus bewalle and sory been.

See how they cry and wring their handes whyte, xloo
For they so sone went to religion!
And eke the nonnes, with vaile and _imple plight,

xo68. appityde (I); stirre (S,stere), xo69. symm; reason. XOTO.Isu_00,
do_t; do wyn (rtad to win). lo7x. synne. XOT_.verely. 1o73.
syane; vise. Io74. syane, xo76. For vertay loue may not flayfreyle
desireakkele (too/ong). xo77. fsutO_ly verray; synne, xo78. pynne.
xoS_. stode. 1o83. woman 0). 1o85. beawe, xo89. her; S. here.
xogx. godely, xo94. abite, xo97. gode. xo98. sene. xo99. bene.
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There thought that they ben in confusion:
: ' Alas,' thay sayn, 'we fayn perfeccion,

In clothes wide, and lak our Jibert_ ; l zo5
But all the sin mote on our frendes be.

For, Venus wot, we wold as fayn as ye,
That ben attired here and wel besene,
Desiren man, and love in our degree,
Ferme and feithfull, right as wold the quene: rHo
Our frendes wikke, in tender youth and grene,
Ayenst our will made us religious;
That is the cause we morne and wailen thus.'

Than seid the monks and freres in the tyde,
' Wel may we curse our abbeys and our place, _115
Our statuts sharp, to sing in copes wyde,
Chastly to kepe us out of loves grace,
And never to fele comfort ne solace;
Yet suffre we the here of loves fire,
And after than other haply we desire, ilso

O Fortune cursed, why now and wherefore
Hast thow,' they seid, 'beraft us libert/_,
Sith nature yave us instrument in store,
And appetyt to love and lovers be ?
Why mot we suffer suche adversitY, _x25
Diane to serve, and Venus to refuse ?
Ful often sith this mailer doth us muse.

We serve and honour, sore ayenst our will,
Of chastit/_ the goddes and the quene;
Us leffer were with Venus byden still, !13o
And have reward for love, and soget been
Unto thise women courtly, fressh, and shene.
Fortune, we curse thy whele of variaunce !
There we were wele, thou revest our plesaunee.'

Thus leve I thaim, with voice of pleint and care, Iz35
In raging wo crying ful pitously;
And as I yede, full naked and full bare
Some I behold, looking dispitously,
On povert6 that deddy cast their y;
And 'Welaway !' they cried, and were not fain, xI4o
For they ne might their glad desire attain.

flu6. s_J_i]e, iioS. hire (!) ; S. here. xxz4. monke; readmonk_ xxsS.
course (S. curse); abbes, zzso. aftir than other happly, l xas. libartie.
lxa4. appetide 0). lxs 7. matiers (t). ,134. revist, x*36. woo; pctiously.
I158. beholde ¢j_rAa_ read beheld); dispiteously, xI39. ye.

,s



440 XXIV. THE COURT OF LOVE.

For lak of richesse worldely and of Cgode,
They banne and curse, and wepe, and sein, 'Alas,
That poverte hath us hent that whylom stode
At hartis ese, and free and in good case! IJ45
But now we dar not shew our-self in place,
Ne us embolde to duelle in company,
There-as our hart wold love right faithfully.'

And yet againward shryked every nonne,
The prang of love so straineth thaim to cry: I15o
'Now wo the tyme,' quod thay, 'that we be boun!
This hateful ordre nyse will don us dy!
We sigh and sobbe, and bleden inwardly,
Freting our-self with thought and hard complaint,
That ney for love we waxen wode and faint.' _J55

And as I stood beholding here and there,
I was war of a sort full languisshing,
Savage and wild of loking and of chere,
Their mantels and their clothes ay tering;
And oft thay were of nature complaining, xx6o
For they their members lakked, rote and hand,
With visage wry and blind, I understand.

They lakked shap, and beautie to preferre
Theim-self in love: and seid, that god and kind
Hath forged thaim to worshippen the sterre, I_65
Venus. the bright, and leften all behind
His other werkes clene and out of mind :

' For other have their full shape and bewtee,
And we,' .quod they, 'ben in deformitY.'

And nye to thaim there was a company, xx7o
That have the susters waried and misseid ;
I mene, the three of fatall destin_,
That be our ffwerdes; and sone, in a brayd,
Out gan they cry as they had been affrayd,
'We curse,' quod thay, ' that ever hath nature I175
Y-formed us, this wofull lyfe t'endure!'

And there he was contrite, and gan repent,
Confessing hole the wound that Cither_
Hath with the dart of hot desire him sent,
And how that he to love must subjet be: ix8o

s14a. gold (!); read gode or good. 1145. eas; gode. x146. Not in
the MS.; _,_Ol_d/,y Stowe. lt5o. prange (and so in S.). 1151. woo;
boune, slSa. dye. 1156. mode.. 1157. ware. 1159. nlAntayl]es.
116L there; S. their. 1168. shappe; bewtie. It73. wordes(!).

-i176. to endure. 1177. Sic. x179. sent; #,r/iafs read shent.
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Than held he all his skornes vanitY,
And seid, that lovers lede a blisful lyre,
Yong men and old, and widow, maid and wyfe.

cBereve "_me, goddesse,' quod he, '[of] thy might,
My skornes all and skoffes, that I have IxS5
No power forth, to mokken any wight,
That in thy service dwell: for I did rave:
This know I well right now, so god me save,
And I shal be the chief post of thy leith,
And love uphold, the r_vers who-so seith.' z19 o

Dissemble stood not fer from him in trouth,
With party mantill, party hood and hose;
And said, he had upon his lady rowth,
And thus he wound him in, and gan to glose
Of his entent full doble, I suppose: I195
And al the world, he seid, he loved it wele ;
But ay, me thoughte, he loved her here a dele.

Eek Shamefastness was there, as I took hede,
That blusshed rede, and durst nat ben a-knowe
She lover was, for thereof had she drede; isoo
She stood and hing her visage down alowe ;
But suche a sight it was to sene, I trow,
"t-Asof these roses rody on their stalk :
There cowd no wight her spy to speke or talk

In loves art, so gan she to abasshe, x2o5
Ne durst not utter all her privilY:
Many a stripe and many a grevous lasshe
She gave to thaim that wolden loveres be,
And hindered sore the simpill comonaltfi,
That in no wyse durst grace and mercy crave; _2_o
For were not she, they need but ask and have;

Where if they now approchin for to speke,
Than Shamefastness returnith thaim again:
Thay think, if qwe our secret councell breke,
Our ladies will have scorn on us, certain, xsr5
And [per]aventure thinken greet disdain:
Thus Shamefasmess may bringin in Dispeir_
Whan she is dede, the toder will be heir.

xx82. blissed full (!). xI83. widue. H84. my (teatime) ; flsul_lyof.
1186. forth (S. for). , Ix8?. ded Orardid). 1189. Chile. xI92.
bode. xx98. toke. " l !99. bia._hed (far blusshed) ; darst (far durst).
12o3. And (l) ; mad As. 12o5. harte (l) ; for art. 1206. previte,
12o8. gaven (1). lao 9. comanaltie, xsxI. nede. xsx4. thay
(read we) ; seerites (I). lSlfi, ladys ; certen, xst6. lsupply per-.
I_17, I218. bryngyn; di_re; heire.
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Corn forth, Avaunter! now I ring thy bell!
I spyed him sone; to god I make a-vowe, _z2o
He loked blak as fendes doth in heLl:--

'The first,' quod he, 'that ever [I] did ?wowe,
Within a word she corn, I wot not how,
So that in armes was my lady free;
And so hath ben a thousand mo than she. zaz5

In Englond, Bretain, Spain, and Pycardie,
Arteys, and Fraunce, and up in hy Holand,
In Burgoyne, Naples, and [in] Italy,
Naverne, and Grece, and up in hethen land,
Was never woman yit that wold withstand xz3o
To ben at myn commaundement, whan I wold:
I lakked neither silver, coin, ne gold.

And there I met with this estate and that;
And here I broched her, and here, I trow:
Lo ! there goth oon of myne ; and wot ye what ? _235
Yon fressh attired have I leyd full low ;
And such oon yonder eke right well I know :
I kept the stattlt whan we lay y-fere;
And yet yon same hath made me right good chere.'

Thus hath Avaunter blowen every-where iz4o
AI that he knowith, and more, a thousand-fold;
His auncetrye of kin was to Litre,
For firste hc makith promise for to hold
His ladies councell, and it not unfold;
Wherfor% the secret when he doth unshit, 1245
Than lyeth he, that aLl the world may wit.

For raising so his promise and behest,
I wounder sore he hath such fantasie ;
He lakketh wit, I trowe, or is a best,
That can no bet him-self with reson gy. z.'5o
By myn advice, Love shal be contrarie
To his availe, and him eke dishonoure,
So that in court he shall no more sojoure.

' Take hede,' quod she, this litell Philobone,
'Where Envy rokketh in the comer yond, sas5
And sitteth dirk; and ye shall see anone
His lea6 bodie, fading face and hond;

1an2. firste; I.m_2_lyI ; ded rowe. za28. Isuzgplj, in. Ia29. load. la3o.
withstond. Ia35. the (.1); S. this. za$5. goith one; wotte ; whate.
xa36. Yonne. xa37. one. za4 a. kynne; lier. x244. lady--, la45.
vmhltte, xa46. That leith; S. Than lieth; witte, la48. fantasle.
xaSo. crane; bette ; reasonguy. x_SL Be (for By). s:,53, soiome 0) ;
S. Joionte. I _55. rokketh (.p_'/m_s read mnketh) ; Comor (I).
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Him-self he fretteth, as I understond ;
Witnesse of Ovid Methamorphosose;
The lovers fo he is, I wil not glose, xa6o

For where a lover thinketh him promote,
Envy will gruceh, repyning at his weie ;
Hit swelleth sore about his hares rote,
That in no wyse he can not live in hele;
And if the feithfull to his lady stele, I265
Envy will noise and ring it round aboute,
And sey moehe worse than don is, out of dowte.'

And Prevy Thought, rejoysing of him-self,
Stood not fer thens in habit mervelous;
'Yon is,' thought [I], 'sore spirit or some elf, s_7o
His sotiU image is so curious:
How is,' quod I, ' that he is shaded thus
With yonder cloth, I not of what colour?'
And here I went, and gan to lere and pore,

And frayned him [a] question full hard. xa75
'What is,' quod I, 'the thing thou lovest best ?
Or wh_it is boot unto thy paines hard ?
Me think, thow livest here in grete unrest;
Thow wandrest ay from south to est and west,
And est to north | as fer as I can see, zzSo
There is no place in court may holden thee.

Whom folowest thow? where is thy harte y-set'?
But my demaunde asoile, I thee require.'
'Me thought,' quod he, 'no creature may let
tMe to ben here, and where-as I desire: 1a85
For where-as absence hath don out the fire,
My mery thought it kindleth yet again,
That bodily, me think, .with my souverain

I stand and speke, and laugh, and kisse, and halse,
So that my thought comforteth me full oft: z29o
I think, god wot, though all the world be false,
I will be trewe ; I think also how soft
My lady is in speche, and this on.loft
Bringeth myn hart "1"tojoye and [greet] gladnesse;
This prevey thought alayeth myne hevinesse, z395

t
ta59. methamorphosec_; S. Methamorphosose. xa6o. foo; gloose.

za63. hartcs, xa69. Stode; ferre; abite, x27o. Yonne; /s*_/r I;
i_o.rite. Z_TZ. corious; S. curious, xa7$. lsu2_ly a. za77.

re. za8o. fen'e; e.anne, x285. Nowe; rtadMe. _287.
kynddith, xa88. bodely, x_94. from 0); rcadto; Isujo2_/ygreet.
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And what I thinke,or where to be,no man
In all this erth can tell, y-wls, but I :
And eke there nis no swallow swift, ne swan
So wight of wing, ne half [so] yern can fly ;
For I can been, and that right sodenly, x3oo
In heven, in helle, in paradise, and here,
And with my lady, whan I will desire.

I am of eouneell ferre and wyde, I wot,
With lord and lady, and their previt_
I wot it all; but be it cold or hot, x3o5
They shall not speke without licence of me,
I mene, in suehe as sesonable be;
For first the thing is thought within the heft,
Ere any word out from the mouth astert.'

And with that word Thought bad farewell and yede: 13Io
Eke furth went I to seen the courtes gyse :
And at the dore cam in, so god me spede,
"_Twey courteours of age and of assyse
Licbe high, and brode, and, as I me advyse,
The Golden Love, and Leden Love thay hight : 13t 5
The ton was sad, the toder glad and light.

[Some stanua_ lost.]

Yis! draw your hat b with all your force and might,
To lustiness, and been as ye have seid ;
And think that I no drop of favour hight,
Ne never had to your desire obeyd, z32o
Till sodenly, me thought, me was affrayed,
To seen you wax so dede of countenaunce ;
And Pit_ bad me don you some plasaunce.

Out of her shryne she roos from deth to lyre,
And in myne ere full prevely she spak, x325
"Doth not your servaunt hens away to dryve,
Rosiall," quod she; and than myn harte [it] brak,
For tender "treuth: and where I found moth lak

In your persoune, "tthan I my-self bethought,
And seid, , This is the man myne hart6 hath sought, n' x33o

t299. l su_i6/yso. x3oa. laday (I); S. lady. 13o5. booty or cold.
13o6. withouten. 13o7, I3o8. harte, astarte. 1311. sene; cortiS gny_.
1313. Twenty (l); readTwey, i3t6. The tone. z3ao. vnto; read
to. z3aa. sene. x$a3. pleasaunce, x3a4. shyne (S. shrine) ; rose.
13a5. eke (!) ; S. care. I3a 7. Isu2b_ly it ; blak (jgr brak), z3_8. reiche
(read tenth), t3a 9. and I me ; read thin I myself.
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'Gramercy, Pit_! might I _'but suffice
To yeve the lawde unto thy shryne of gold,
God wot, I wold; for sith that _hou did rise
From deth to lyve for me, I am behold
To _thanken you a thousand tymes told, i335
And eke my lady Rosiall the shene,
Which hath in comfort set myn harte, I wene.

And here I make myn protestacion,
And depely swere, as [to] myn power, to been
FeithfuU, devoid of variacion, I34o
And her forbere in anger or in tene,
And serviceable to my worldes quene,
With al my reson and intelligence,
To don her honour high and reverence.'

I had not spoke so sone the word, but she, J345
My souverain, did thank me hartily,
And seid, 'Abyde, ye shall dwell still with me
Till seson come of May ; for than, truly,
The King of Love and all his company
Shall hold his fest full ryally and well:' I35o
And there I bode till that the seson fell.

N May-day, whan the lark began to ryse,
To matens went the lusty nightingale

Within a temple shapen hawthorn-wise ;
He might not slepe in all the nightertale, x355
But ' Domine labia; gan he crye and gale,
' My lippes open, Lord of Love, I crye,
And let my mouth thy preising now bewrye.'

The eagle sang ' Venile, bodies all,
And let us joye to love that is our helth.' i36o
And to the deske anon they gan to fall,
And who come late, he pressed in by stehh:
Than seid the fawcon, our own hartis welth,
' Domine, Dominus nosier, I wot,
Ye be the god that don us bren thus hot.' 7365

t

133z. not (D; readbut. 1333. she (.r/c); read thou. z335. taken (!);
S. thanken. I339. I_/y to. 134I. heree (I); for h_'. 1343.
reason, t348 , 1351. _:a_on. ,358. bewreye; S. bewrye. 136a. preced.
I36_. oure owea. x365. brenne; hote.
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' Celi e_arran/; said the popingay,
'Your might is told in heven and firmament.'
And than came in the goldfinch fresh and gay,
And said this psalm with hertly glad intent,
'Domini est terra ; this Laten intent, z37o
The god of Love hath erth in governaunce :'
And than the wren gan skippen and to daunce.

'./tube, Domine, Lord of Love, I pray
Commaund me well this lesson for to rede;
This legend is of all that wolden dey t375
Matters for love; god yive the sowles spede!
And to thee, Venus, Csing we, out of drede,
By influence of all thy vertue grete,
Beseching thee to kepe us in our here.'

The second lesson robin redebrest sang, z380
' Hail to the god and goddess of our lay I '
And to the lectorn tamorously he sprang :--
' Hail,' quod [he] eke, ' O fresh seson of May,
Our moneth glad that singen on the spray!
Hail to the floures, rede, and whyte, and blewe, 1385
Which by their vertue make our lustes newel'

The thrid lesson the turtill-dove took up,
And therat lough the mavis [as] in scorn:
He said, 'O god, as mot I dyne or sup,
This folissh dove will give us all an horn! z39o
There been right here a thousand better born,
To rede this lesson, which, as well as he,
And eke as hot, can love in all degree.'

The turtill-dove said, ' Welcom, welcom, May,
Gladsom and light to loveres that ben trewe ! z395
I thank thee, Lord of Love, that doth purvey
For', me to rode this lesson all of dewe;
For, in gode sooth, of corage I Cpursue
To serve my make till deth us must depart:'
And than ' Tu autem' sang he all apart, z4oo

' Te deum amorls; sang the thrustell-cok :
Tuball him-self, the first musician,
With key of armony coude not unlok
So swete [a] tewne as that the thrustill can:

z366. Cely eaaraat, z369. thus (.t; S. this); hartily, z57G. dye. z376.
yf (.for ylve), z377. signe (!). 158z. amoryly (t) ; sprong, t585.
Ia'u_lyhe. s584. Sic. I386. maketh; readmake, x_87. toke.
1388. I.rupplyas. x389. mat; dyene ; suppe. 159o. gife. x598.
south; purpose (!); re.adpunme, x599. most. z4oo. Sue_l). x4o5.
on-lok, x4o4. In_q*/y a.
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'The Lord of Love we praisen,' quod he than, x4o5
'And so don all the fowles, grete and lyre;
Honour we May, in fals lovers dispyte.'

'Dominus reAmwvit ,' seid the pecok there,
*The Lord of Love, that mighty prince, y-wis,
He hath received her[e] and every-where: J41o
Now Jubilate %ing :'--'What meneth this ?'
Seid than the linet; 'welcom, Lord of blisse!'
Out-stem the owl with ' Benedicite,
What meneth al this mery fare ?' quod he.

'Zauda/e; sang the lark with voice full shrill; x4x5
And eke the kite, ' O admirabile;
This quere will throgh myne eris pets and thrill;
But what ? welcom this May seson,' quod he ;
_And honour to the Lord of Love mot be,
That hath this feest so solemn and so high:' z42o
'Amen,' seid all; and so seid eke the pye.

And furth the cokkow gan procede anon,
With 'Benedictus' thanking god in hast,
That in this May wold visite thaim echon,
And gladden thaim all whyl the fest shall last: IO5
And therewithall a-loughter out he brash
'i thank it god that I shuld end the song,
And all the service which hath been so long.'

Thus sang thay all the service of the fest,
And that was don right erly, to my dome; x43o
And furth goth all the Court, both most and lest,
To feche the floures fressh, and braunche and blome;
And namly, hawthorn brought both page and grome.
With fressh garland_s, pattie blewe and whyte,
And thaim rejoysen in their greet delyt, x435

Eke eche at other threw the floures bright,
The prymerose, the violet, the gold;
So than, as I beheld the r/all sight,
My lady gan me sodenly behold,
And with a trew-loveo plited many-fold, 144o
She smoot me through the [very] hart as blyve;
And Venus yet I thanke I am alyve.

7406. light; readlyte, x4xx. sang (l); read sing. x412. lynette.
14x6. kilt; S. kight. _4x7. throwe. 1418. season. IOo. solempne.
xO$. lest. x431. goith, x43a. bleme (_). x434. garlantis, x435.
reioyaon ; theire grete delite, x44 I. smote; thrugh ; I su2_Olyvery; harte.



XXV. VIRELAI.

LONE walking, In thought pleyning,
And sore sighing, All desolate,

Me remembring Of my living,
My deth wishing Bothe erly and late.

In_fortunateIsso my fate 5
That,wote ye what? Out ofmesure
My lyfI hateThus desperate;
In pore estateDo I endure.

Of othercureAm I nat sure,

Thus to endure Is hard, certain; io
Such is my ure, I yow ensure;
What creature May have more pain ?

My trouth so pleyn Is take in veyn,
And gret disdeyn In remembraunce ;
Yet I fullfeynWold me compleyn x5
Me to absteynFrom thispenaunce.

•tutin substaunceNoon allegeaunce
Of my grevaunceCan I nat finde;
Right so my chaunceWith displesaunce
Doth me avaunce; And thusan ende. ao

Ex_Olicit.

Prom Trin. (Trin. Coll. Cam. R. 3. xg) ; colIated_vltk S. (Stowe's ed. xfi6x).
4. S. death. Trim wyssyng; S. wishyng. S. early. ._. Trin. soo; S. so.
6. Trin. whate Oute. S. measure. 7- Trin. lyt"e;S. life. 8. Trim
In _ache pore (I em/t such@ S. Doe- 9. S. not. . la. S. Maie.
x3. S. truthe; plain ; vain. 14. S. greate disdain. I._. Trtn. feyne;
S. faine. S. Would. Trin. comp|eyne; S. complaine. I6. Trin. absteyne;
S. abstaine, x7. S. None. xS. S. not no. S. Doeth.



XXVI. PROSPERITY.

11

RICHT as povert causith sobirnes,
And febilnes enforcith contenence,

Richt so prosperitee and gret riches
The moder is of vice and negligence;
And powere also causith insolence; 5
And honour oftsiss chaungith gude thewis;
Thare is no more perilous pestilence
Than hie estate geven unto schrewis.

Quod Chaucere.

XXVII. LEAULTE VAULT RICHESSE.

I!

THIswarilyjoy is only fantasy,
Of quhich non erdly wicht can be content ;

Quho most has wit, lest suld in it affy,
Quho taistis it most, most sail him repent ;
Quhat valis all this richess and this rent, 5
Sen no man war quho sail his tresour have ?
Presume nocht gevin that god has don but lent,
Within schort tyme the quhiche he thinkis to crave.

I.eault¢ ¢/ault rickesse.

XXVL From MS. Arch. Sdd. B. _4_ foL1x9; I gi_e rejected s2bellings.
3. Rye,it; grete. 7. periloass.

XXVIL From MS. Arch. Seld. B. a4, fol. x38; I give re,toted sAOellingt.
x. Ioy; onely. 3. leste. 6. wate. 7- done. 9. ne.aess.

*** og



XXVIII. SAYINGS PRINTED BY

CAXTON.

*)

x. WHAN feyth failleth in prestes sawes,
• " And lordes hestes ar holden for lawes,

And robbery is holden purchas,
And lechery is holden solas,
Than shal the lond of Albyon 5
Be brought to grete confusioun.

2. Hit falleth for every gentilman
To saye the best that he can
In [every] mannes absence,
And the soth in his presence, lo

3. Hit cometh by k'ynde of gentil blode
To cast away al hevines,
And gadre to-gidre wordes good;
The werk of wisdom berith witnes.

Et sic est finis.

XXIX. BALADE IN PRAISE OF

CHAUCER.

to

ASTER Geffray Chauser, that now lyth in grave,
The nobyll rethoficien, and poet of Gret Bretayne,

That worthy was the lawrer of poetry have
For thys hys .labour, and the palme attayne;
Whych furst made to dystyll and reyne 5
The gold dew-dropys of speehe and eloquence
In-to Englyssh tong, thorow hys excellence.

Exlklidt.

XXVIII. From Caxton's print of Chaueer's Anelida, &¢.; see vol. i. p, 46.
Also in ed. x._,t2,in later spelling 7- Cx. euery. 9. l tu_ly every.
xa. Cx. heuynes, x4. Cx. wisedom.

XXIX. .From MS Trim R. 3. x9, fol. _5; a/so /n Stowe (ecL 1fi6x).
I. MS. Chaustrs; Stowe, Chauser. _. Rethoricion (!). 6. eUoquence.



NOTES.

I. THE TESTAMENT OF LOVE.

THE text is from Thynne's first edition (x532) ; the later reprints are
of inferior value. No MS. of this piece is known. Rejected spellings
are given at the bottom of each page. Conjectural emendations are
marked by a prefixed obelus ('t').. In many places, words or letters
are supplied, within square brackets, to complete or improve the sense.
For further discussion of this piece, see the introduction.

BOOK I.

]Prologue. 1. The initial letters of the chapters in Book I. form
the words MARGARETEOF. See the Introduction.

3. by gutynt hnitling coloures, by curious fine phrases, that ' knit'
or join the words or verses together. For ¢oleurs=fme phrases, cf.
Ch., HF. 859 ; C. T., E 16, F 726.

7. for, because, seeing that ; baysteus, rough, plain, unadorned ; cf.
1. 12. The Glossary in vol. vi should be compared for further illus-
tration of the more difficult words.

19. far ttwflrs¢ leudnesse, on account of the former lack of skill.
21. yeve sight, enable men to see clearly.
30. canne jura#ere suche lermes, know how to jumble such terms

together. ]urapere should rather be spelt jura#re; el. jomibre in
the Gloss. to Chaucer. For such words, see the Glossary appended to
the present volume.

but as, except as the jay chatters English ; i.e. without understand-
ing it ; cf. Ch. Prol. 642.

43. necessaries to ca.che, to lay hold of necessary ideas. Throughout
this treatise, we frequently find the verb placed after the substantive
which it governs, or relegated to the end of the clause or sentence.
This absurd affectation often greatly obscures the sense.

45. The insertion of the words perfection is is absolutely necessary to
the sense ; cf. 11.47, 5°. For the general argument, cf. Ch. Boeth. iii.

Gg2
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proses IO and lI, where ' perfection' is represented by suj]isaunce, as,
e.g., in iii. pr. If. 1. xS.

50. Aristotle's Metaphysics begins with the words : _rd_-¢_,_vOponro,
ro_ d_/va, _p_7ovra, cb6a_L, all men by nature are actuated by the desire
of knowledge. The reference to this passage is explicitly given in the
Romans of Partenay, I1. 78-87 ; and it was doubtless a much worn
quotation. And see I. 64 below.

58. sigk¢ul and knowing, visible and capable of being known.
61. David. The whole of this sentence is so hopelessly corrupt that

I can but give it up. Possibly there is a reference to Ps. cxxxix. I4.
me in makinge may be put for ' in makinge me.' Tune is probably a
misprint for lime ; lent may be an error for sent ; but the whole is hope-
lessly wrong.

64. Apparently derived from Aristotle, De Animalibus, bk. i. c. 5.
The general sense is that created things like to know both their creator
and the causes of natural things akin to them (olKda).

67. Considred; i.e. the forms of natural things and their creation
being considered, men should have a great natural love to the Work-
man that made them.

68. me is frequently written for men, the unemphatic form of man,
in the impersonal sense of ' one' or ' people ' ; thus, in King Horn, ed.
Morris, 366, ' ne recche i what me telle' means ' I care not what people
may say.' Strict grammar requires the form Mm for hem in l. 69, as me
is properly singular ; but the use of hem is natural enough in this pas-
sage, as me really signifies created beings in general. Cf. me in ch. i.
1. 18 below.

80. SO, x is not ' a pit,' but a river. The error is Chaucer's ; cf. ' Stix,
the put of helle,' in Troil. iv. I54o. Observe the expression--' Sty-
giamque paJudem ' ; Vergil, Aen. vi. 323.

86. I.e. ' rend the sword out of the hands of Hercules, and set Her-
cules' pillars at Gades a mile further onward. ' For the latter allusion,
see Ch. vol. ii. p. lv ; it may have been taken from Guido delle Colonne.
And see Poem VIII (below), I. 349. Gades, now Cadiz.

89. /he sflere, the spear. There seems to be some confusion here. It
was King Arthur who drew the magic sword out of the stone, after xSo
"knights had failed in the attempt : see Merlin, ed. Wheatley (E. E. T. S.),
pp. Ioo-3. Alexander's task was to untie the Gordian knot.

90. And tkaZ; 'and who says that, surpassing all wonders, he will
be master of France by might, whereas even King Edward Ill could
not conquer all of it. ' An interesting allusion.

96. unconninge, ignorance. There is an unlSublished treatise called
' The Cloud of Unknowing'; but it is probably not here alluded to.

98. gadered, gathered. Thynne almost invariably commits the ana-
chronism of spelling the words gader, fader, moder, togider, and the
like, with tlz ; and I have usually set him right, marking such correc-
tions with a prefixed obelus (_). Cf. ¢z/eder in 1. I23 below.

100. rehes, ricks. The idea is from Chaucer, L. G. W. 73-4-
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101, 102. his reson, the reason of him. hayne, hatred.
110. Bocce, Boethius. No doubt the author simply consulted

Chaucer's translation. See the Introduction.

118. slye, cunning ; evidently alluding to the parable of the unjust
steward.

117. Aristotle. The allusion appears to be to the N icomachean Ethics,
bk. i. c. 7 : _t_ _' _v lrawr_ dvm _poa,/a_;v, . . . _awr_ 7t=p *rpocrO_;ua_

122. betiden, happened to me ; the i is short. This sudden transi-
tion to the mention of the author's pilgrimage suggests that a portion
of the Prologue is missing here.

Olmlp. I. 1. Copied from Ch. Boeth. bk. i. met. I. 11. I, 2.
12. lhing seems to mean 'person'; the person that cannot now

embrace me when I wish for comfort.

13. t_'son ; probably not a material prison. The author, in imitation
of Boethius, imagines himself to be imprisoned. At p. 144,1. 132, he is
' in good plite,' i. e. well off. Cf. note to ch. iii. 116.

16. ¢aiti_ed, kept as a captive ; the corr(_ction of caytisned (with f
for s) to caytifued (better spelt ¢aitived) is obvious, and is given in the
New E. Dict., s. v. Caitive.

17, 18. Straunge, a strange one, some stranger ; me, one, really
meaning ' myself' ; he shulde, it ought to be.

21, 9.2. be, vent, turned aside ; sec New E. Dict., s. v. Bewend. The
reading be*vet, i.e. profusely wetted, occurs (by misprinting) in later
editions, and is adopted in the New E. Dict., s. v. Bewet. It is obviously
wrong.

28. of hem, by them ; these words, in the construction, follow en-
lurained. The very frequent inversion of phrases in this piece tends
greatly to obscure the sense of it.

24. Margarite 2brecious, a precious pearl. Gems were formerly
credited with ' virtues'; thus Philip de Thaun) in his Bestiary (ed.
Wright, L I5O3), says of the pear_--

_A muir chuses pot railer, ki cestes peres pot aveir,' &c., or, in
Wright's translation : _For him .who can have this stone, it will be of
force against many things ; t.here will never be any infirmity, except
death, from which a person will not come to health) who will drink it
with dew, if he has true faith e' See 1. I33 below.

9.8. t*vinklinff in your disese, a small matter tending to your dis-
comfort. Here da'sese=dis-ease, want of ease. Cf. I. 3x below.

49.. ' It is so high,' &c. The implied subject to which it refers is
#aradz'se, where the author's Eve is supposed to b_ Hence the sense
is :--' paradise is sofax away from the place where I am lying and from
the common earth, that no cable (let down from it) can reach me.'

59. ferdnes is obviously the right word, though misprinted frendes.
It signifies 'fear,' and occurs again in ch. ii. 11.9, I6; besides, it is
again misprinted asfrendes in the same chapter, I. z3.

68. weyued is an obvious correction for veyned; see the Glossary.
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70. mercy passeth tqght, your mercy exceeds your justice. This was
a proverbial phrase, or, as it is called in the next clause, a ' proposition.'

70. )qit/e, stir, be moved ; 'not even the least bit.'
80. souded (misprinted sanded by Thynne), fixed; cf. Ch. C.T.,

B x769. From O. F. souder, Lat. so/idare.
88. do, cause ; ' cause the lucky throw of comfort to fall upward' ;

alluding to dice-play.
96. ¢oolde canne, would like to be able to.
99, 100. me weninge, when I was expecting, ther-as, whereas.
116. no force, it does not matter : no matter for that.
117-20. Evidently corrupt, even when we read)qowing forfolmoin#,

and of a/for by a/. Perhaps ther in 1. I 19 should be they ; giving the
sense :--'but they (thy virtues) are wonderful, I know not which (of
them it is) that prevents the flood,' &c. Even so, a clause is lacking
after vertues in 1. I 18.

126. Thynne has ioleynynge for ioleyuyng'e, i. e. joleyvinff , cheering,
making joyous. The word is not given in Stratmann or in M_itzner,
but Godefroy has the corresponding O. F. verb joliver, to care.ks.

Chap. II. 18. a lady; this is evidently copied from Boethius; see
Ch. Boeth. bk. i. pr. I. 1. 3. The visitor to the prison of Boethius was
named Philosophy ; the visitor in the present case is Love, personified
as a female ; see 1. 53 below.

20. blustringe, glance. But the word is not known in this sense, and
there is evidently some mistake here. 1 have no doubt that the right
word is blushinge ; for the M.E. blusshen was often used in the sense
of' to cast a glance, give a look, glance with the eye'; as duly noted
in the New E. Dict., s.v. Blush. The word was probably written bIusch-
inge in Thynne's MS., with a c exactly (as often) like a t. If he mis-
read it as blusthinge, he may easily have altered it to blustringe.

82. neighe, approach ; governing me.
37. O my nory, 0 my pupil I Copied from Ch. Boeth. bk. i. pr. 3.1. xo ;

cf. the same, bk. iii. pr. It. I. I6o. In 1. 5I below, we have mydisci#le.
60. by thyn owne %vse, by thine own resolve ; i.e. of thine own ac-

cord ; see Advice in the New E. Dict. § 6. Vyse is put for avyse, the
syllable a being dropped. Halliwell notes that vice, with the sense of
'advice,' is still in use.

64. ' Because it comforts me to think on past gladness, it (also) vexes
me again to be doing so.' Clumsily expressed ; and borrowed from
Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 4. 11.4-7.

74-84. From Matt. xviii, x2 ; Luke, xv. 4 ; John, x. I1.
02. Love was kind to Paris, because he succeeded in gaining Helen.

Jason was false to Love, because he deserted Hypsipyle and Medea.
It is probable thatJa/se is misprinted forfaire in 1.93 ; otherwise there
is no contrast, as is implied by for.

03. Sesars sonke (sic) should probably be Cesars s_wink, i.e. Caesar's
toil. I adopt this reading to make sense ; but it is not at all clear why
Caesar should have been selected as the type of a successful lover.
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95. la'veday, a day of reconciliation ; see note to Ch. C. T., A 258.
96. ' And chose a maid to be umpire between God and man '; allud-

ing to the Virgin Mary.
114--5. cause, causing', the primary cause, originating these things

and many others besides. See note to Troll. iv. 829.
123-4. wo is him ; Lat. ve soli, Eccl. iv. Io ; quoted in Troll. i. 694.
125. Cf. 'weep with them that weep'; Rom. xii. 15.
138. Here the author bemoans his losses and heavy expenses.
143. For wolde endeynous I here read wolde ben deynous, i.e. would

be disdainful ; see Z)eynous in the Gloss. to Chaucer. The New E. Dict.
adopts the reading wolde [be] endeynous, with the same sense ; but no
other example of the adj. endeynous is known, and it is an awkward
formation. However, there are five examples of the verb endeign,
meaning ' to be indignant' ; see Wyclif, Gen. xviii. 30 ; Ex. xxxii. 22 ;
Is. Ivii. 6 ; Job, xxxii. 2 ; Wisd. xii. 27.

166. Copied from Troll. iv. 46o-I :--

' But canstow playen raket, to and fro,
Nede in, dokke out, now this, now that, Pandare?'

See the note on the latter line.

_Vethercocke is a late spelling; the proper M.E. spelling is weder-
cokke, from a nom. wedercok, which appears in the poem Against
Women Unconstant, I. 12.

178. a, an unemphatic form of have ; ' thou wouldest have made me.'
180. _oydt, do away with. webbes; the web, also called/Ae#in and

web, or the web and#in, is a disease of the eyes, now known as cataract.
See Nares, s.v. Pin ; Florio's Ital. Dict., s.v. Ca/eraHa; the New E.
Dict., s.v. Cataract; King Lear, iii. 4- x22 ; Winter's Tale, i. 2. 29I.

191, 192. trusle on Mars, trust to Mars, i.e. be ready with wager of
battle ; alluding to the common practice of appealing to arms when a
speaker's truthfulness was caUed in question. See ch.vii.lobelow(p.3I).

Chap. IIL 14. Come af, lit. come off; but it is remarkable that this
phrase is used in M.E. where we should now say rather ' come on l ' See
note to Troll. ii. x738.

21. mayst thou, canst thou do (or act) ?
25-7. ' I never yet set any one to serve anywhere who did not suc-

ceed in his service.'
82. ' the nut in every nook.' Perhaps on should be in.
87-8. There is some corruption here. I insert T/wgan/to help out

the sense, but it remains partially obscure. Perhaps the sense is :-
'Often one does what one does not wish to do, being stirred to do

so by the opinion of others, who wanted me to stay at home ; where-
upon I suddenly began to wish to travel.' He would rather have
stayed at home ; but when he found that others wanted him to do so,
he perversely began to wish to travel.

89. /he wyndi_g of the ertke ; an obscure expression ; perhaps ' the
envelopment of the earth in snow.'
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40. ' I walked through woods in which were broad ways, and (then)
by small paths which the swine had made, being lanes with by-paths
for seeking (there) their beech-mast.'

42. ladels, by-paths (?). No other example of the word appears. I
guess it to be a diminutive of M.E. lade, a path, road, which occurs in
the Ormulum ; see Stratmann. Perhaps it is a mere misprint for lades.

44, 45. gonne to wilde, began to grow wild ; of. ginne ayen waxe
ramage, in 1. 48, with the like sense. I know of no other example of
the verb to wilde.

52. shilkfle , ship; not, however, a real ship, but an allegorical one
named Travail, i.e. Danger ; see I1.55, 75 below, many is here used
in place of meynee, referring to the ship's company ; some of whom had
the allegorical names of Sight, Lust, Thought, and Will. The 'ship'
is a common symbol of this present life, in which we axe surrounded by
perils ; compare the parable of ' the wagging boat' in P. Plowm. C. xi.
32, and the long note to that line.

58. o/d hate ; probably borrowed from Ch. Pers. Tale, I 562 ; see
the note.

64. a'vowing, vowing; because persons in peril used to vow to
perform pilgrimages.

75. my shi2b was out of mynde, i. e. I forgot all about my previous
danger.

84. the man, the merchant-man in Matt. xiii. 45.
105. enmoysed, comforted. F_nmaise or emmoise is a variant of M.E.

amese, ameise, from O.F. amaiser, amaiMer, to pacify, appease, render
gentle (,Godefroy) ; answering to the Low Lat. type *ad-mitiare from
mitis, gentle. See Amese in the New E. Dict. No other example of
the form enmoyse is known.

111. ofnotlu'ng now may serve, is now of no use (to you).
116. l_'son ; the author has forgotten all about his adventure in the

ship, and is now back in prison, as in ch. i.
118. renyanlforjuged, a denier (of his guilt) who has been wrong-

fully condemned.
121. sudtegrace andnon ha_b, such favour and no mere luck.
124. let-games; probably from TrolL iii. 527 ; spoilers of sport or

happiness, wayters, watchers, watch-men, guards.
181. notMng asye sl_ulde, not at all as you ought to do.
148. feld, felled, put down, done away with.
158-4. For he... suffer, a perfect alliterative line; imitated from

P. Plowm. C. xxi. 21z :--'For wot no wight what wele is, that never
wo suffrede.' Clearly quoted from memory ; cf. notes to bk. ii. ch. 9.
178, and ch. x3. 86.

15'/. halklby iwvinesse, fortunate grief ; a parallel expression to/yMng"
tent, i.e. pleasing vexation, in 1. 158. These contradictory phrases were
much affected by way of rhetorical flourish. For a long passage of this
character, cf. Rom. Rose, 4703-50.

158. lmrse is almost certainly a misprint for _¢me; then goodly
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harme means much the same as lyking/erie (see note above). So, in
Rom. Rose, 471o, 4733, 4743, we find mention of _a sweet peril,' 'a
joyous pain,' and 'a sweet hell.'

G-_xap.IV. 2. seined/hey baren, they seemed to bore ; boren being
in the infin, mood.

18. For ar read Jbr, to make sense ; for of disese, for out of such
distress come gladness and joy, so poured out by means of a full vessel,
that such gladness quenches the feeling of former sorrows. Here glad-
hesse and joy is spoken of as being all one thing, governing the singular
verb is, and being alluded to as it.

25. commensa2, table-companion; from F. commensal, given in
Cotgrave. See the New E. Dict.

27. soukinges, suckings, draughts of milk ; c_. Ch. Boeth. bk. i. pr.
2.1. 4 .

86. clothe, cloth. This circumstance is copied from Ch. Beeth. bk.
i. pr._.l.I 9.

42. This reference to Love, as controlling the universe, is borrowed
from Boeth. bk. ii. met. 8.

47. Read werne (refuse) and wol (will) ; _yet all things desire that you
should refuse help to no one who is willing to do as you direct him.'

56. every thing in coming, every future thing, contingent, of uncer-
tain occurrence ; the earliest known quotation for this use of the word
in English.

61-9.. many let-games ; repeated from above, ch. iii. 11.x24-8, thy
raoeble; from the same, IL 13x-z.

64. by theflrst, with reference to your first question ; so also by that
other, with reference to your second question, in 1. 71.

Olxap. V. 8. Acrisius shut his daughter Dana_ up in a tower, to keep
her safe; nevertheless she became the mother of Perseus, who after-
wards killed Acrisius accidentally.

14. entremellen, intermingle hearts after merely seeing each other.
16. beestes, animals, beings ; not used contemp.tuousIy ; equivalent to

livinglbewible in II. 17, ,8.
9.0. esployte, success, achievement ; see Ext_loit in the New E. Dict.
9.9. Supply don ; ' and I will cause him to come to bliss, as being

one of my own servants.'
85. and in-to water, and jumps into the water and immediately comes

up to breathe ; like an unsuccessful diver.
87. A tree, &c. ; a common illustration ; d. Troil. i. 964.
48. /Ms coun#r_; a common saying ; el. Troil. ii. 28 (and note), 42.

And see I. 47 below.
46. ' the salve that he healed his heel with.' From HF. 29o.
71. jangelers; referring to L19 above, lohers; referring to overlokers;

in eh. iii. 1. xu8.

72. _ayttrs; referring to ch. iii. 1. I28.
77. ' It is sometimes wise to feign flight.' eL P. Plowman, C. xxiL 1o3.
85. comes, grains of corn. I supply bare, i. e. empty.
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86-7. WIre, &e. ; a proverb ; from Troll. v. 784.
87-8. Aflergrete stormes; see note to P. Plowman, C. xxi. 454.
92. grobbed, grubbed ; i. e. dug about. Cf. Isaiah, v. 2.
95. a, have (as before). Lya, Leah; Lat. Lia, in Gen. xxix. I7

(Vulgate).
108. eig/ttet/t, eighth ; an extraordinary perversion of the notion of

the sabbatical year. So below, in 1. IO4, we are informed that the
number of workdays is sevJen ; and that, in Christian countries, the day
of rest is the eighth day in the week ! kinrest, rest for the kin or people ;
a general day of rest. I know of no other example of this somewhat
clumsy compound.

110. sot�ted, verified ; referring to Luke, xiv. 29.
113. conisance, badge. Badges for retainers were very common at

this date. See Notes to Richard theRedeless, ii. 2.
117-9. Copied from P. Plowman, C. vii. 24, 25 :--

'Lauhynge al aloude, for lewede men sholde
I/Vene that ich were wCtty, and wyser t/tan anothere ;
.Scorner and unskilful to hem that s/n'l shewed.'

As these lines are not found in the earlier versions, it follows that the
author was acquainted with the latest version.

124. a bridge ; i. e. to serve by way of retreilt for such as trust them.
wolves, destroyers ; here meant as a complimentary epithet.

127. This idea, of Jupiter's promotion, from being a bull, to being
the mate of Europa, is extremely odd; still more so is that of the
promotion of Aeneas from being in hell (h I_9). Cf. F_urofle in
Troll. iii. 722.

128. lo_vest degr_ ; not true, as Caesar's father was praetor, and his
aunt married Marius. But cf. C. T., B 3862.

Chap. VI. 8. enf ame, infamy, obloquy; from Lat. infarnia. Godefroy
gives enfamer, to dishonour. The word only occurs in the present
treatise; see 11.6, 7, 15.

12. From Prov. xxvii. 6: 'Meliora sunt vulnera diligentis quam
fraudulenta oscula odientis.'

17. Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 6.11. ;-I 3.
23. Cf. the same ; bk. iv. pr. 7. 11.34-42.
27. Cf. the same ; bk. ii. pr. 5.11. I2t, 122.
30. Cf. the same ; bk. iv. pr. 6. ll. 184-I91.
48. Zedeoreys [or 3tdeoreys). i can find nothing resembling this

strange name, nor any trace of its owner's dealings with Hannibal.
53. The (possibly imaginary) autobiographical details here supplied

have been strangely handled for the purpose of. insertion into the life
of Chaucer, with which they have nothing to do. See Morris's Chaucer,
voLi. p. 32 (Aldine edition). The author tells us very little, except
that tumults took place in London, of which he was a native, and that
he had knowledge of some secret which he was pressed to betray, and
did so in order to serve his own purposes.
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77-8. From Chaucer, Troil. v. 6, 7 :--

--'shal dwelle in pyne
Til Lachesis his threed no lenger twyne.'

107. Referring to John, xiv. 27.
114. Athenes ; Athene was the goddess who maintained the authority

of law and order, and in this sense was ' a god of peace.' But she was
certainly also a goddess of battles.

139. migMysenatoures. Ithasbeenconjecturedthatthereference is
to John of Gaunt. In the Annals of England, under the date I384, it
is noted that ' John of Northampton, a vehement partisan of the duke,
is tried and sentenced to imprisonment and forfeiture. An attempt is
also made to put the duke on his trial.' John of Northampton had
been mayor of London in ]382, when there was a dispute between the
court and the citizens regarding his election ; perhaps the words comen
election (common election), in 1. 125 above, may refer to this trouble ;
so also free elecdon in 1. 14o. In 1. ]43 we must read fate, notface;
the confusion between c and tis endless. Perhapsgove_ours in 1. I44
should be governour, as in 1. 147. Note that the author seems to
condemn the disturbers of the peace.

157. coarted by #ayninge dures, constrained by painful duress (or
t: rture).

165. sacrament, my oath of allegiance. Note that the author takes
credit for giving evidence against the riotous people ; for which the
populace condemned him as a liar (1. ] 7 !).

178. lba_sed, surpassed (every one), in giving me an infamous
character.

181. "re_ly, i.e. to subvert, entirely alter, recall ; lit. to fold or bend
back.

189. Here the author says, more plainly, that he became unpopular
for revealing a conspiracy.

193. out of denwere, out of doubt, without doubt. Such is clearly
the sense; but the word denwere is rejected from the NewE. Dict., as
it is not otherwise known, and its form is suspicious. It is also omitted
in Webster and in the Century Dictionary. Bailey has 'denwere,
doubt,' taken from Speght's Chaucer, and derived from this very
passage. Hence Chatterton obtained the word, which he was glad to
employ. It occurs, for instance, in his poem of Goddwyn, ed. Skeat,
vol. ii. p. Ico :--

--' No denwere in my breast I of them feeL'

The right phrase is simply out of were ; cf. ' withoute were' in the
Book of the Duchess, ]_95. I think the letters den may have been
prefixed accidentally. The line, as printed in Thynne, stands thus :
' denwere al the sothe knowe of these thinges.' I suggest that den is an
error for don, and the word don ought to come at the end of the line
(after lMnges) instead of at the beginning. This would give the readings
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' out of were' and ' these thinges don in acte' ; both of which are
improvements.

194. but as, only as, exactly as.
198. dtrhes, i.e. Chaucer, HF. 35o ; Vergil, Aen. iv. x74.
200. of roche, make mention of. CL 'hit is a schep[h]erde/ha/Iof

mote' ; Ancient Metrical Tales, ed. Hartshorne, p. 74-
Ohap. VII. 10. #rofered, offered wager of battle ; hence the mention

of Mars in L xI. Cf. note to ch. ii. 19I above, p. 455.
23. he, i.e. thine adversary shall bring dishonour upon you in

no way.
34. Indi_erott, impartial, who, whoever.
38. discovered, betrayed ; so that the author admits that he betrayed

his mistress.

46. thai sacramot/, that the oath to which you swore, viz. when
you were charged upon your oath to tell the truth. That is, his
oath in the court of justice made him break his private oath.

49. trecoe is certainly an error for tr_wltw ; the statement is copied
from Jer. iv. 2 :--' Et iurabis . . . in veritate, et in iudicio, et in
justitia.' So in 1. 58 below, we have: ' in jugement, in trauthe, and
rightwisenesse' ; and in 1. 53--'far a man to say truth, unless judge-
ment and righteousness accompany it, he is forsworn.'

_. sermenl, oath ; as in 1. 52 : referring to Matt. xiv. 7-
56. ' Moreover, it is sometimes forbidden to say truth rightfully--

except in a triM--because all truths are not to be disclosed.'
60. /ha/ worde: ' mefius mori quam male vivere'; for which see

P. Plowman, C. xviii. 40. Somewhat altered from Tobit, iii. 6 :--
' expedit mihi mori magis quam vivere.'

61, 62. al, although, enfame, dishcmour ; as in vi. 3 (see note, p. 458).
63. whan, yet when.
73. legen, short for alege_ ; ' allege against others.'
75. Here misprinted; read :--' may it be sayd, "in that thinge this

man thou demest, "' &e. From Rom. ii. I ; 'in quo enim iudicas alterum,
teipsum condemnas.'

83. shrewe, wicked man, L e. Ham ; Gen. ix. 22.
101. emlbrisonmed; so in Thynne; better, emprisouned.
104. brige, contention, struggle, trouble ; see note to Ch. C.T.,

B 2872.
105. after thyme hellges, for your aid; i.e. to receive assistance

from you.
108. Sdande, Zealand, Zeeland. The port of Middleburg, in the

isle of Walcheren, was familiar to the English ;'cf. note to C. T., ProL
277. The reference must be to some companions of the author who
had fled to Zealand to be out of the way of prosecution, rydinge,
expedition on horseback, journey.

109, 110. fir lay chamrre, to pay the rent of your room. renter,
landlord ; ' unknown to the landlord.'

112. hel_e of unkyndmesse, relieve from unkind treatment.
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ll5-6, fltddtst, didst avoid. #n'_itJ go caunsayle, knowledge of
a secret.

120--1. Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 8. 11.3x-3.
Chap. "VIII. 1. Eft, again. Thyrme prints Of/e, which does not

give the sense required. Fortunately, we know that the first letter
must be E, in order that the initial letters of the Prologue and
chapters I. toVllI, may give the word MARGARETE. The reading
Of/e would turn this into MARGARETO.

4, 5. From Ch. Troll. iv. 3 ; Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 8. IL 19-zI.
13. andtheu, if thou. Cf. Matt. xviii. 12.
27. in thdr mouthes, into their mouths ; Matt. xii. 34-
31. leu,efor no _ight, cease not on any one's account.
8_.. usedracobs wordes. The allusion seems to be to the conciliatory

conduct of Jacob towards Esau; Gen. xx_xiii. 8, xo, I I. Similarly
the author is to be patient, and to say--' I will endure my lady's
wrath, which I have deserved,' &c.

41. :oeve hem, to sew them together again, at his ¢varshi#ike, in
honour of him ; but I can find no antecedent to his. Perhaps for his
we should read her.

44. The text hasforffain_al errour dfstroyen/(caustth ; but dis/royeng
(which may have been a gloss upon forffoinff) is superfluous, and al
should be of. But forA'ain ff means rather 'abandonment.'

53. 2#assest, surpassest. 50. by, with reference to.
61. Hector, according to Guido delle Colonne, gave counsel against

going to war with the Greeks, but was overborne by Paris. See the
alliterative Destruction of Troy, ed. Panton and Donaldson (E. E. T. S. ),
Book VI ; or Lydgate's Siege of Troye, oh. xii.

65. le'veth, neglects to oppose what is wrong.
66. The modern proverb is : 'silence gives consent.' Ray gives,

as the Latin equivalent, 'qui tacet consentire videtur (inquiunt iuris
consulti).' This is the exact form which is here translated.

73. Alluding to the canticle 'Exultet' sung upon Easter Eve, in
the Sarum Missal :--' O certe necessarium Ade peccatum.' See note
to P. Plowman, C. viii. z26 (or B. v. 49t).

80. lurken, creep into hrking-holes, slink away.
95. centre, central point ; from Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 7. II. I8-2o. The

whole passage (ll. 94-IO5) is imitated from the same _prose' of Boethius.
108. Landau is substituted for 'Rome ' in Chaucer's Boethius. Chaucer

has--' may thanne the glorie of a singuler Romaine streechen thider
as the fame of the name of Rome may nat climben or passen ?' See
the last note.

112-6. From Ch. Boethius, bk. ii. pr. 7. 58-62.
116-23. From the same, II. 65-79. Thus, in 1. 123, the word of/e

(in Thynne) is a misprint for of/he ; for Chaucer has --_ For of thinges
that han ende may be tusked comparisoun.' The whole passage
shews that the author consulted Chaucer's translation of Boethius
rather than the Latin text.
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127. and thou canst notking don aright; literally from Chaucer:
cYe men, certes, ne conne don nothing aright' ; Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 7. 79.
but thou desyre ttw rumour tkerof be twled and in every wightes ere;
corresponds to Chaucer's -_ but-yif it be for the audience of the people
and for ydel rumours'; Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 7. 8o. Hence heled (lit.
hidden) is quite inadmissible ; the right reading is probably deled, i. e.
dealt round.

134. The words supplied are necessary; they dropped out owing
to the repetition of vertue.

185-6. Again copied from Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 7. xo6 : _the sowle..
unbouuclen fro the prison of the erthe.'

Cqxap. IX. 18. than leveth there, then it remains.
15. for thy moebles, because thy goods.
9.0. This proverb is given by Hazlitt in the form--

cWho-so heweth over-high,
The chips will fall in his eye.'

Cf. cone looketh high as one that feareth no chips' ; Lyly's Euphues,
ed. Arber, p. 467. And see IX. 158 (p. 27o).

84. From Chaucer, Boeth. bk. i. pr. 4. 186. The saying is attributed
to Pythagoras ; see the passage in Chaucer, and the note upon it.

89. atMs halfeKod , on this side of God, i.e. here below ; a strange
expression. So again in bk. ii. oh. 13. 23.

46. the foure elementes, earth, air, fire, and water; see notes to
Ch. C. T., A 42o, 1247, G 146o. Al universitee, the whole universe ;
hence man was called the microcosm, or the universe in little; see
Coriolanus, ii. I. 68.

64. I sette now, I will now suppose the most difficult case ; suppose
that thou shouldst die in my service.

71. in rids 2#ersone ; read on this lOersone ; or else, perhaps, in tkis
#risoune.

86. til deth _ delbarte ; according to the phrase 'till death us
depart' in the Marriage Service, now ingeniously altered to _till death
us do #art.'

96. 'and although they both break the agreement.'
98, 99. accord, betrothal, the rose, i.e. of virginity; as in the Romance

of the Rose, when interpreted.
09, 100. Marye his s#ouse. But the Vulgate has ; ' Surge, et accipe

puerum et matrem eius'; Matt. ii. x3. The author must have been
thinking of Matt. i. 18: ' Cum esset des#omata mater eius Maria
Ioseph.'

113. al being thinges, all things that exist.
118. #ro_Aete; David, in Ps. xcvi. 5: (xcv. 5 in the Vulgate):

' omnes dii gentium daemonia.'
129. This refers back to oh. iv. 7I-2, oh. ix. 14, =o, 56.
CqmI_. X. 5. la._t objeccion; i.e. his poverty, see oh. iii. t3l, iv. 73,

ix. x4.
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12-8. Imitated from Ch. Boeth. bk. i. pr. 4- _-oo-I7.
18. sayd, i.e. it is said of him.
19. aver, property, wealth ; ' lo ! how the false man, for the sake of

his wealth, is accounted true ! '
20. dignilees; cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 6.
21. were he out, if he were not in office ; cf. 1.23.
26-87. Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. i. met. 5- 22-39. Thus, slydinge chaun_es

in I. 31 answers to Chaucer's slydz'ngefortune (I. _4); and that ar_
a fayr t_arcel of the erthe, in 1. 32, to a fayr _arly of so grete a werk
(1. 38) ; and yet again, thou that knittest, in 1.35, to what so ever thou
be that knittest (I. 36).

87--40. From Ch. Boeth. bk. i. met 5.27-30.
64-7. From the same ; bk. ii. pr. 2. 7-12.
71-6. From the same ; bk. ii. pr. u. _3-5.
76-80. Cf. the argument in the same ; bk. iii. pr. 3.
85-19.0. From Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 8. For literal imitations,

compare the other haleth him to vertue by the twokes of thoughtes
(L xo4-5) with Chaucer's 'the contrarious Fortune... haleth hem ayein
as with an hooke' (1. 2x) ; and Is nat agreetgood...for to knowe the
hertes of thy sothfastfrendes (11. 1o7- 9) with Chaucer's ' wenest thou
thanne that thou oughtest to leten this a litel thing, that this . . .
Fortune hath discovered to thee the thoughtes of thy trewe frendes'
(1. 2_). Also 11.xt4-6 with Chaucer (11.28-3I).

126. let us singen; in imitation of the Metres in Boethius, which
break the prose part of the treatise at frequent intervals. Cf. 'and
bigan anon to singen fight thus' ; Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 9. x49.

BOOK II.

Ohup. I. The initials of the fourteen Chapters in this Book give
the words: VIRTW _AVE MERCI. Thynne has not preserved the right
division, but makes fifteen chapters, giving the words : VlRTW HAVE
MCTReL I have set this right, by making Chap. XI begin with
'Every.' Thynne makes Chapter XI begin with 'Certayn,' p. 86,
1. x33 , and another Chapter begin with 'Trewly,' p. 89, 1. 82. This
cannot be right, because the latter word, ' Trewly,' belongs to the last
clause of a sentence ; and the Chapter thus beginning would have the
unusually small number of 57 lines.

1. Chapter I really forms a Prologue to the Second Book, interrupting
our progress. At the end of Book I we are told that Love is about to
sing, but her song begins with Chap. II. Hence this first Chapter
must be regarded as a digression, in which the author reviews what
has gone before (11.IO--3), and anticipates what is to come (1. 6I).

9. steering, government (of God). other.wysed, changed, varied ; an
extraordinary form.

12, 13. after as, according as. hildtth, outpours.
14-8. There is clearly much corruption in this unintelligible and
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imperfect sentence. The reference to _ the Roman emperor' is
mysterious.

21. _vo_eth ; so in Thynne, but probably an error for _owwe:k, i.e.
move, shift ; see _oa_'en in Stratmann.

28. flhane, vane ; cf. ' chaunging as a vane' ; Ch. C. T., E 996.
84. irrecuflerable, irrecoverable; irrecu_erabilis is used by Tertul-

lian (Lewis and Short).
40. armes; this refers, possibly, to the struggle between the pope

and anti-pope, after the year 1378.
51-2. lovers clerk, clerk of lovers ; but perhaps an error for Loves

clerk ; of. Troil. iii. 41.
62-3. ryder atulgoer, rider on horseback and walker on foot.
77. Translated from 'Fides non habet meritum ubi humana ratio

praebet experimentum ' ; as quoted in P. Plowman, C. xii. 16o. This
is slightly altered from a saying of St. Gregory (xl. Homil. in Evange-
lium, lib. ii. homil. 26)m 'nec tides humana habet merltum cui
humana ratio praebet experimentum.' See note to P. Plowman (as
above).

88. as by a glasse, as in a mirror ; x Cor. x.iii. 12.
98. cockle, tares. This seems to refer to the Lollards, as puns upon

the words Lollard and folio were very rife at this period. If so, the
author had ceased to approve of Lollard notions. I n I. 94, love seems
to mean Christian charity, in its highest sense ; hence it is called, in
1. 95, the most precious thing in nature.

96, 97. The passage seems corrupt, and I cannot quite see what is
meant. Perhaps read: ' with many eke-names, [and] that [to] other
thinges that the soule [seketh after, men] yeven the ilke noble name.'
The comma after kynde in 1. 95 represents a down-stroke (equivalent
to a comma) in Thynne ; but it is not wante.d.

99. to tI_ee, i.e. to the ' Margaret of virtue' whose name appears as
an acrostic at the head of the Chapters in Book I. and Chapters I-V
of Book If; moreover, we find at last that Margaret signifies Holy
Church, to which the treatise is accordingly dedicated, tylled of Zoves
name, entitled the Testament of Love.

108. inse_res, lookers into it, readers.
104. Every/Mng; with respect to everything to which appertains a

cause which is wrought with a view to its accomplishment, Aristotle
supposes that the doing of everything is, in a manner, its final cause.
' Final cause' is a technical term, explained in the New E. Dict, as
'a term introduced into philosophical language by the schoolmen
as a translation 6f Aristotle's fourth cause, ¢6o_ _J,_a or _-_'ko_,the end
or purpose for which a thing is done, viewed as the cause of the act ;
especially as applied in Natural Theology to the design, purpose, or
end of the arrangements of the universe.' The phrase 'the end in view'
comes near to expressing it, and will serve to explain 'A final cause'
in the next clause.

10"/. isflnally to t_ilke ende, is done with a view to that result.
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109. After so, understand ' is it with regard to.'
110. /he cause, the cause whereby I am directed, and that for which

I ought to write it, are both alike noble.
113. this leude, &c. ; I have set about learning this alphabet ; for

I cannot, as yet, go beyond counting up to three.
115. in joininge, &c.; by proceeding to the joining together of

syllables.
124. in bright wkele, in (its) bright circuit. Chaucer has wkeel in

the sense of orbit ; HF. x45o.
126. ano/l_er lretyse. As to this proposed treatise nothing is known.

Perhaps it never was written.
Chap. II. 2. in Latin. This suggests that the present chapter

may be adapted from some Latin original; especially as the author
only gives the sentence or general drift of it. But the remark may
mean nothing, and the tone of the chapter is wholly medieval.

24. Saturnes ._,/wre, Saturn's orbit ; the supposed outer boundary
of the spheres of the seven planets.

27. me have, possess me (i. e. love), since Love is the speaker ; i.e.
they think they can procure men's love by heaping up wealth.

28. Perhaps place the comma after sowed (sewn), not after sakke.
29. #annes. better spelt#anes; see#ane in Stratmann. From O.F.

2kan, #anne, Lat. #annus, a cloth, garment, robe. mottled, become
mouldy; the very form from which the rood. E. mouldy has been
evolved ; see muwlen in Stratmann, and mouldy in my Etym. Dict.
(Supplement). wkiccke, chest, from A.S. kwwcca; see P. Plowm.
A. iv. lo2, where some copies have ku:ke, a hutch, a word of French
origin. Thus #annes mouled in a whicdw signifies garments that have
become mouldy in a chest. See note to C. T., C 734-

30. #resse, a clothes-press; observe the context.
35. seven/h; perhaps an error for thirde; d. 'percussa est tertia

pars solis '; Rev. viii. 12. He is referring to the primitive days of the
Church, when 'the pope went Moot.'

40. defended, forbade (opposed) those taxations. See Tay/age in
Ch. Glossary.

42. maryed, caused to be married ; cf. P. Plowman, B. vii. z9.
47. symonye, simony ; cf. note to P. Plowman, C. iii. 63.
48. Observe the rimes : acha/es_ debates ; wronges, songes.
49. for Ms wronges, on account of the wrongs which he commits.

#ersoner, better #arsoner or #arcener, participant, sharer; i.e. the
steward, courtier, escheator, and idle minstrel, all get something. See
#arcener in Stratmann.

50. _And each one gets his prebend (or share) all for himself, with
which many thrifty people ought to profit.'

51. behynde, behindhand; even these wicked people are neglected,
in comparison with the losengeour, or flatterer.

52. Note the rimes, forsake, take. it acordeth, it agrees, it is all
consistent ; see note to 1.74 below.

*** Hh



466 I. THE TESTAMENT OF LOVE.

55. atmadim; cf. P. Plowm. C. i. 125, viii. 27.
56. bene-breed, bean-breaM ; cf. P• Plowm. C. ix. 327,
57, 58. Cf. P. Plowman, C. vi. I6o-- 5.
60. skete, a sheet, instead of a napkin to cover the bread; god

refers to the eucharist.

62. a dergion, a chorister-boy; see Ch. C.T., B I693, and the
note.

65. broken, torn; as in P. Plowm. B. v. loS, ix. 9 t.
66. goodhoundes; cf. P. Plowm. C. vi. I6I- 5.
69. dolven, buried ; ' because they (the poor) always crave an alms,

and never make an offering, they (the priests) would like to see them
dead and buried.'

69. legis/res, lawyers ; ']egistres of bothe the lawes,' P. Plowm. B.
vii. t4.

71. ' For then wrong and force would not be worth a haw anywhere.'
Before _lesen something seems lost ; perhaps read--' and [thou canst]
plesen,' i. e. and you can please no one, unless those oppressive and
wrong-doing lawyers are in power and full action.'

74. ryme, rime. The reference is not to actual jingle of rime, but to
a proverb then current. In a poem by Lydgate in MS. Harl. 225i
(fol. 26), beginning--' Alle thynge in kynde desirith thynge i-like,' the
refrain to every stanza runs thus :--' It may wele ryme, but it accordith
nought' ; see his Minor Poems, ed. Halliwell, p. 55. The senseis that
unlike things may be brought together, like riming words, but they
will not on that account agree. So here : such things may seem, to all
appearance, congruous, but they are really inconsistent. C£ note to
1.52 above.

79. beestly wit, animal intelligence.
99. cosinaffe, those who are my relatives.
104. behynde, behindhand, in the rear. lkasse, to surpass, be

prominent.
109. comeden is false grammar for careen, came; perhaps it is a

misprint. The reference is to Gen. ix. 27 : 'God shall enlarge Japheth
•.. and Canaan shall be his servant.' The author has turned Canaan
into Cayn, and has further confused Canaan with his father Ham !

112. genlilesse; of. Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 6. 3I-4; C.T., D
II0 9.

116. Perdicaz, Perdiccas, son of Orontes, a famous general under
Alexander the Great. This king, on his death-bed, is said to have
taken the royal signet-ring from his finger and to have given it to
Perdiccas. After Alexander's death, Perdiccgs held the chief authority
under the new king Arrhidaeus; and it was really Arrhidaeus (not
Perdiccas) who was the son of a tombestere, or female dancer, and of
Philip of Macedonia ; so that he was Alexander's half brother. The
dancer's name was Philinna, of Larissa. In the Romance of
Alexander, the dying king bequeaths to Perdiccas the kingdom of
Greece ; of. note to bk. iii. c. ii. L 25. Hence the confusion•
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122. Copied from Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. met. 6 :--' A1 the linage of men
that ben in erthe ben of semblable birthe. On allone is fader of

thinges... Why noisen ye or bosten of your eldres ? For yif thou
loke your biginninge, and god your auctor and maker,' &c.

135. one ; i.e. the Virgin Mary.
139. After see/e, supply /:--'that, in any respect, I may so hold

an opinion against her sex.' Secte is properly ' suite' ; but here means
sea:; cf. 1. 134.

140. in kern, in them, i.e. in women. And so in 1. t41.
Chap. IlL 8. victorie of strength ; because, according to the first

book of Esdras, iv. 14, 15, women are the strongest of all things.
9. Esdram, aecus, of Esdras, with reference to the first book of

Esdras, called 'liber Esdrae tertius' in the Vulgate.
9, 10. wkos lordski;b al l/gnes. Something is lost here ; lordskilb

comes at the end of a line ; perhaps the insertion of _Oasselh will give
some sort of sense ; whos lordshilb [fiassetlt ] al lignes, whose lordship
surpasses all lines. But lignes is probably a corrupt reading.

10. who is, i. e. who is it that ? The Vulgate has : ' Quis est ergo qui
dominatur eornm ? Nonne mulieres genuerunt regem,' &c. But the
A. V. has : ' Who is it then that ruleth them, or hath the lordship over
them ? Are they not women ? Women have borne the king,' &c. This
translates a text in which mulieres has been repeated.

17-21. From I Esdras, iv. 15-7: 'Women have borne the king
and all the people that bear rule by sea and land. Even of them
came they: and they nourished them up that planted the vineyards,
from whence the wine eometh. These also make garments [Lat.
stelas] tor men; these bring glory unto men; and without women
cannot men be.'

21-5. Adapted from I Esdras, iv. 18, I9.
30. 'That by no way can they refuse his desire to one that asks

well.'

32. afyaur sectes, of your followers, of those of your sex. Cf. chap.
:L ] 39 above, and the note.

88. zvenen, imagine that your promises are all gospel-truth; d.
Legend of Good Women, 326 (earlier version).

41. so maked; 'and that (i. e. the male sex) is so made sovereign
and to be entreated, that was previously servant and used the voice of
prayer.' Men begin by entreating, and women then surrender their
sovereignty.

43. trewe ; used ironically ; i.e. untrue.
45, 46. wkat t/u'ng to women it is, what a thing it is for women.

LI. 45-58 are borrowed, sometimes word for word, from Ch. HF.
269-85. See note to 1. 70 below, and the Introduction, § I x.

47. 'All that glisters is not gold' ; see Ch. C. T., G 962, and the note.
But it is here copied from Ch. HF. 272.

55. wMsttl, pipe. Cf. note to P. Plowm. B. xv. 467.
60. is_but, i. e. she (each one of them) is led to suppose.

ah2
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68, 64. Copied from Ch. HF. 3o5-to.
67. they, i. e. women ; cf. 1. 58. So also in I. 68.
68..re, i. e. ye men ; so also you in I. 59.
70-81. Expanded from Ch. HF. 332-59; observe how some phrases

are preserved.
91. ' Faciamus ei adiutorium simile sibi ' ; Gen. ii. 18.
92. this lree, i.e. Eve, womankind. So in I. 96.
100. _What is heaven the worse, though Saracens lie concerning it ?'
111. dames, mothers ; cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. met. 6. I-9.
114. way, path ; it/ig_/y_asse, easily go along it.
115. This proverb is copied from Ch. HF. 29o--I ; just as the proverb

in 1.47 is from the same, 1. 27z. Compare p. 22, II. 44-5.
181-2. Obscure ; and apparently imperfect.
Chap. IV. 2. Either my or lo me should bestruck out.
4-8. From Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 2. 3-8. I4-6. From the same, 8-12.
20-1. by wayes of riches ; cf. rlchesses in Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 2.2o ;

so also dignile answers to dig-he of reverence in the same, 1. 2I ; l_ower
occurs in the same, I. 24 ; and renom$ answers to rene_n in 1.26.

21. _oening- me, seeing that I supposed.
22. turneth ; ' it goes against the hair.' We now say--' against the

grain.'
45. The words between square brackets must be supl_lied.
55. holdenfor absolute, considered as free, separate, or detached ; as

in Ch. Boeth. bk. v. pr. 6. x59.
56. leveth in, there remain in, i. e. remain for consideration, remain

to be considered. When _bestial' living is set aside, _manly' and
resonable' are left.

61. riches, &c. ; from Boethius. See riches discussed in Ch. Boeth.
bk. ii. pr. 5 ; dt_omit_,in pr. 6 ; reuom_, or fame, in pr. 7 ; and power,
along with dignitY, in pr. 6.

99. as a litel assay, as if for a short trial, for a while.
100. song-edest, didst dream ; from F. song-er. I know of no other

example of this verb in English. However, Langland has songewar'e,
interpretation of dreams, P. Plowman, C. x. 302.

118. thy king'; presumably, Richard II ; el'. 1. 12o.
116. to oblige, to subject thy body to deeds of arms, to offer to

fight judicially ; as already said above ; ef. bk. i. c. 7. m.
188. ' Love and the bliss already spoken of above (el. _the parfit

blisse of love,' bk. ii. c. t. 79) shall be called "the knot" in the heart.'
This definition of "the knot," viz. as being, the perfect bliss or full
fruition of love, should be noted ; because, in later chapters, the author
continually uses the phrase "the knot, '_ without explaining what he
means by it. It answers to 'sovereyn blisfulnesse' in Chaucer's
Boethius.

141. injOossess£on is all one word, but is dearly an error. The right
word is certainly imlbosition. The Lat. ira_ositio was a grammatica]
term, used by Varro, signifying the iml_osing of a name, or the arpli-
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cation of a name to an object ; and the same sense of O. F. imposition
appears in a quotation given by Godefroy. It is just the word required.
When Love declares that she shall give the name of "the knot" to
the perfect bliss of love, the author replies, ' I shall well understand
the application of this name,' i.e. what you mean by it ; cf. 1. 149.

147..,4 goddes halle, lit. on the side of God ; with much the same
sense as in God's name ; see Ch. C.T., D 5o.

Ohap. V. 3. richesse is singular ; it was probably Thynne who put
the following verbs into plural forms.

5. Aristotle. Perhaps the reference is to the Nicomachean Ethics, i. J.
15-20. The argument is from Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 5.84, x2z.
57, 58. From Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 5- 45-7-
65. Cf. ' Why embracest thou straunge goodes as they weren thyne ?'

Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 5.5 °.
67-77. From Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 5" 52-69.
79-110. From the same ; 11.7i-8o ; 88-x33.
Oh_p. VI. Suggested by Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 6.
11--4. From the same, 57, 58; 54-7; 62-4.
25. di_ites.., is as/he sonne ; the verb is agrees with the latter

substantive sonne.

26-9. From the same as above, 4-6; the author substitutes _:ilde

j'_re for Chaucer's /laumbe of Ethna.
80. Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 6. 75-8.
38. Perhaps read digniti in suche thing/ene y-wrought ; ' as dignity

in such a case wrought harm, so, on the contrary, the substance in
dignity, being changed, rallied (so as) to bring in again a good con-
dition in its effect.' Obscure, 'Dignities'are further discussed in
Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 4-

74-7. Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 4- 64-70. •
78. Nero. The name was evidently suggested by the mention of

Nero immediately after the end of Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 4 (viz. in met. 4) ;
but the story of Nero kiLling his mother is from an earlier passage in
Boethius, viz. bk. ii. met. 6.

81. king John. By asserting his 'dignity' as king against prince
Arthur, he brought about a war in which the greater part of the French
possessions of the cx'own were lost.

82. nedeth in a l_erson, are necessary for a man.
99. such manet IManettes, planets such as those ; referring to the

sun and moon mentioned just above ; 11.87, 9I. The sun and moon
were then accounted as being among the seven planets.

100-1. ' That have any desire for such (ill) shining planets to appear
any more in that way.'

117-8. I not, I do not know. and thou see, if thou shouldst see.
Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 4. _2-7.

128-8. From Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 4- 3I-9.
127. besmy/e/h, contaminates, defiles. Note that the author is here

reproducing Chaucer's bispotten anddefoulen (pr. 4. 38) • The word is
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noted in Stratmann, because the A. S. besmflan, in this sense, occurs in
Mark, vii. 15. The form besmitlen is commoner, four examples of it being
given in the New E. Dict., s. v. besmit. The verb besmite has escaped
recognition there, because the present passage has not been noted. So
also, in the next line, smyleth has a like sense. Smitled occurs in
Troilus, v. 1545.

129. fyr, fire ; from Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 4. 47-
132-4. From the same ; 11.48-53.
138. The sentence is incomplete and gives no sense; probably

a clause has dropped out after the word goodnesse. I cannot set it
right.

148-5. Imitated from Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 4- 55-7.
153-6. Suggested by the same : 11.64-7 o.
164. Cf. 'leve hem in [or on] thy lift hand'; P. Plowman, C. viii.

225.
Chap. VII. Suggested by Ch. Boeth. bk. ili. pr. 5.
8. Nero ; from the same, bk. iii. met. 4. 4, 5.
14. e_tsam)Ole$; answers to ensaumples in the same, bk. iii. pr. 5.4.
17. Henry Curlmantil, Henry 11. ' Henry shurt mantell, or Henry

the seeonde'; Fabyan, ed. Ellis, p. °.60. 'In his fifty-fifth year he
thus miserably expired, and his son Geoffrey of Lincoln with difficulty
found any one to attend to his funeral; the attendants had all fled
away with everything valuable that they could lay their hands on';
Miss Yonge, Cameos from English History (x869) ; p. 18o.

20. Copied _vithout material alteration from Ch. Boeth. bk. iii.
pr. 5. 5-7.

28. power off, alines ; from the same, 1. 7.
30-0. Copied, in part literally, from Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 5. 8-17.
89--42. From the same ; IL 20- 5.
50-2. Cf. 'Holdest thou thanne thilke ma_ be mighty, that thou

seest that he wolde do_ that he may nat don ? ' the same ; 11.23-5.
72. overthrowen would he better grammar.
74-8. From the same prose, U. 25- 9.
78. _oarnisshed, guarded. _varnishe, guard; the hour of _varnishe,

the time of his being guarded.
81. famwlers, household servants ; borrowed l'rom Chaucer's fam-

ilieres in the same prose, 1. 29.
82. sy_her, cipher in arithmetic. Though in itself it signifies

nothing, yet appended, to a preceding figure it gives that figure a

tenfold value. Cf. Richard the Redeless_ iv. ,_-"4 :--

' Than satte summe as siplu'e doth in awgrym
That noteth a place, and no-thing availeth.'

92. the blynde ; alluding to a common fable.
95-6. From Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 5. 32-4-
98-9 ; 101-8. From the same ; IL41-6.
105-8. From the same, U. 48-5i.
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109-12. From Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. met. 5.
114-6. Here the author suddenly dashes off to another book of

Boethius ; see bk. ii. pr. 6. 44-5.
117. Bgserus ; Chaucer has Busirides in his text of Boethius, bk. ii.

pr. 6. 47 (whose text our author here follows); but )_usirTcs in the
Monkes Tale, B 3293. The true name is Busiris, of which Busiridis
is the genitive case. Chaucer evolved the form Busirides out of the
accusative Busiridem in Boethius. See note in vol. ii. p. 433-

118. l-Iugest; substituted for the example of Regulus in Boethius.
Hugest is probably an error for Hengest, i.e. Hengist. The story of
his slaughter of the Britons at Stonehenge by a shameful treachery
is famous ; he certainly ' betrayed many men.' See Fabyan, ed. Ellis,
p. 66 ; Rob. of Gloucester, 1.2651 (ed. Hearne, p. 124). The story of
his death is not inconsistent with the text. Rob. of Gloucester, at
I. 2957 (ed. Hearne, p. 14o) tells how he was suddenly seized, in a battle,
by Eldo], earl of Gloucester, who cried out for help ; many came to
his assistance, and Hengist was _aken alive. Shortly afterwards,
at the instance of Eldad, bishop of Gloucester, Eldol led him out
of the town of Corneboru, and smote his head off. Eldad's verdict
was :--

CAlso doth by this mon that so moche wo ath y-do,
So mony child y-mad faderles, dighteth him al-so.'

The name of his betrayer or eapturer is given as Collo in our text ;
but proper names take so many forms that it is not much to go by.
Thus, the very name which is given as Eldol in one MS. of Robert
of Gloucester (1.2679) appears as Cadel in another. Fabyan calls him
Edolf(p. 66), and makes him Earl of Chester. Layamon (ed. Maddens
ii. _68) calls him Aldolfi

120. ' Omnes enim, qui acceperint gladium, gladio peribunt '; Matt.
xxvi. 52.

129,. huiskt, hushed, silent; el. bust in Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. met.
5. I6.

180-2. Cf. the same, bk. iv. pr. 2. 3I-4 .
182. ' But then, as for him who could make you wretched, if he

wished it, thou canst not resist it.' The sentence appears to be in-
complete.

185. flye, fly ; substituted for Chaucer's mous ; see his Boeth. bk. ii.
pr. 6. 2z-4.

189--45. From the same, U. 25--9.
148-9. WAy there, i.e. 'wherefore (viz. by help of these things)

there is no way,' &e. Cf. ' Now is it no doute thanne that thise weyes o
ne ben a manet misledinges to blisfulnesse'; Ch. Boeth. bk. iii.
pr. 8. i-2.

Oh&p. VIII. 5. reuom_, renown ; answering to _lori and reuoun
in Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 6. I, 6. But there is not much imitation of
Chaucer in the former part of this chapter.
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37. abou/en, round about ; i.e. you have proved a contradiction.
39. acorden, agree; by lacking, with respect to blame and praise.
42. elemen/es, the four elements. Sir T. Elyot's Caste1 of Helthe

0539) presents the usual strange medieval notions on medicine. He
begins by saying that we must consider the things natural, the things
not natural, and the things against nature. The things natural are
seven, viz. elements, complexions, humours, members, powers, opera-
tions, and spirits. ' The Elementes be those originall thynges vnmyxt
and vncompounde, of whose temperance and myxture aLlother thynges,
hauynge corporalle substance, he compacte : Of them be foure, that is
to saye, Erthe, Water, Ayre, and Fyre.

ERTHE is the moose grosse and ponderouse element, and of her
proper nature is co/de and drye.

WATER is more subtyll and lyght thanne erthe, but in respect of
Ayre and Fyre, it is grosse and heuye, and of hir proper Nature is colde
and moyste.

AYRE is more lyghte and subtylle than the other two, and beinge
not altered with any exteriour cause, is properly hal/e and moyste.

FYRE is absolutely lyght and clere, and is the clarifier of other
elementes, if they be vyciate or out of their naturall temperaunce, and
is properly/wile and drye: Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. met. 9. 13-7.

50. oned, united ; see the last note.
52. er/he (see the footnote) is an obvious error for eyre ; so also in

1. 53. But the whole of the argument is ridiculous.
68-9. Copied from Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 6. 3-4. From the

Andromache of Euripides, I. 3x9 ; see the note in voL ii. p. 439-
69-71. From Chaucer, as above, IL 5-9.
75-81. From the same, n. 9--17.
82. obstacles ; they axe enumerated in bk. i. c. 8. 1. 98 (p. 37)-
85-7 ; 89-97. From Chaucer, bk. iii. pr. 6. U. 21-34.
09. I do not know the source of this saying. Cf. C.T., D I I o9-12.
10'2-7. From Ch. Booth. bk. iii. pr. 8. 26-35.
104-5. fayre a_Ifoule, handsome and ugly men ; ]tewe, beauty.
107-10. tta'lke--knotte; equivalent to 'they ne ben nat weyes ne

pathes that bringen men to blisfulnesse'; Ch., as above, 11.42-3.
102. Cf. ' But alday fayleth thing that fooles wenden'; certainly

the right reading of TroiL i. 2t7; see note on the line; voL ii.
p. 463.

124. t_ sterre, the star of the Southern pole ; so in the next line,
the Northern pole-stax.

126. out-waye-going, going out of the way, error of conduct ; which
may be called, as it were., ' imprisonment,' or 'banishment.' It is
called De'_iacion in bk. iii. ch. i. 6, which see..

127. falsed, proved false, gave way.
180. C£ 'It suffyseth that I have shewed hidexto the forme of

false welcfulness '; Ch- Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 9- I. With line I3I, cf. the
same, 11.5-7.
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Chap. IX. 1-5. Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 9. 9--I L
9. The 'harmony' or music of the spheres; see Troll. v. 1812-3;

Parl. Foules, 59--63, and the note in vol. i. p. 5o7.
37-8. sugre.., soot; el. 'sucre be or soot,' Troll. iii. 1194; and ' in

her hony galle'; C.T., B 3537.
54. Flebring; omitted in the New E. Dict., as being a false form;

there is no such word. Mr. Bradley suggests flekring or ticketing,
which is probable enough. The M.E. flekeren, also spelt flikereJt,
meant not only to flutter, but to be in doubt, to vacillate, and even to
caress. We may take it to mean ' light speech ' or ' gossip.'

6,5. ' Good and yvel ben two contraries ' ; Ch. Boeth. bk. iv. pr. 2. 1o.
74. in that mores, in the possession bf that greater thing.
77-8. Cf. 1.8I below. Hence the sense is: 'and that thing which

belongs to it (i. e. to the knot, ought to incline to its superior cause out
of honour and good-will.' But it is clumsy enough ; and even to get
this sense (which seems to have been that intended) we must alter
mores to more. The form was probably miswritten mores here owing
to the occurrence of mores just above (1. 74) and just below 1.79).
It proceeds thus :--'otherwise, it is rebellious, and ought to be rejected
from protection by its superior.'

116. From Troil. iii. 1656- 9.
129-38. Perhaps the finest passage in the treatise, but not very

original. Cf. P. Plowman, C. xxi. 456-7; Ch. Boeth. bk. iv. met. 6.
2o- 3.

138. Cf. 'ones a yere al thinges renovelen'; Ch. C.T., I IO27.
134. Cf. ' To be gayer than the heven' ; Book of the Duch. 4o7 .
139. Imitated from Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 2. 54-5; but with the

substitution of ' garmentes ' for ' tonnes.'
143. 2kroverbe, proverb. ' When bale is hext (highest), then bore is

next'; Proverbs of Hending; see notes to Gamelyn, 11.32, 631, in
vol. v. pp. 478, 486. For hext our author substitutes a nyebore, i.e.
a neighbour, nigh at hand.

151. The truth of astrology is h_re assumed.
155-70. I suspect that this account of the days of the week (though

no doubt familiar in those days to many) was really copied from
Chaucer's Treatise on the Astrolabe, part ii. sect. I_ (vol. iii. p. 197).
For it contains a remark.able blunder. The word noon in 1. 163 should,
of course, be midnight; but, as Chalacer omits to say when the first
planetary hour of the day occurs, the author was left to himself in
regard to this point. Few people understand _z,hy the day alter
Sunday must needs be Monday ; yet it is very simple. The principle
is given in the footnote to vol. iii. p. 197 (cf. vol. v. p. 86), but may
here be stated a little more plainly. The earth being taken as the
centre of the planetary system, the planets are arranged in the order
of the radii of their orbits. The nearest planet is the Moon, then
Mercury, Venus, the Sun, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. These were
arranged by the astrologers in the reverse order ; viz. Saturn, Jupiter,
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Mars, Sun, Venus, Mercury, Moon; after which the rotation began
over again, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, &c.; as before. If we now divide
Sunday into twenty-four hours, and assign the./irst of these to the Sun,
the second to Venus (next in rotation), the third to Mercury, and so
on, the eighth hour will again fall to the Sun, and so will the fifteenth
and the twenty-second. Consequently, the /¢ven/y-/_ird (like the
second) belongs to Venus, the /wen/y-fourth to Mercury, and the
twenty-flf/A to the Moon. But the twenty-fifth hour is the first hour
of the new day, which is therefore the day of the Moon. And so
throughout.

Since the twenty-second hour belongs to the Sun, and the twenty.-
fifth to the Moon, the planetary interval from day to day is really
obtained by pitching upon every third planet in the series, i.e. by
skipping two. Hence the order of ruling planets for each day (which
rule 'depends upon the assignment of the first hour) is obviously--the
Sun, the Moo'n, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn ; or, in Anglo-
Saxon terminology, the Sun, the Moon, TIw, WSden, Thunor (Thur),
Frige, and Saetern (Szeter).

178. Cf. ' here wo into wet/ wend/ mote atte laste' ; P. Plowman,
C. xxi. 21o. See notes to ch. 13.86 below, and bk. i. 3- 153.

180. Cf. Troll. iv. 836, and the note (vol. ii. p. 49o_.
196. s/awe, slain ; the usual expression ; cf. Compl. of Mars, z86 ;

Compl. unto Pit6, II2.
Chap. _ 1-6. Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. 9. z-4 ; pr. zo. I-4.
7. three lyres ; as mentioned above, bk. ii. ch. 4. 44-6.
18. first/sayde ; viz. in bk. ii. oh. 4. 56.
28-84:. Borrowed from Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. met. 7.

37. a fair zbarce/. Similarly, Boethius recites his former good
fortu_ne ; bk. ii. pr. 3.2o'43.

45. He insists that he was only a servant of conspirators ; he would
have nothing to do with the plot (1. 5o) ; yet he repented of it (1. 49) ;
and it is dear that be betrayed it (bk. i. ch. 6. 1. I89).

58. farn, for far/n, fared. Fortune ; cf. the complaints of Boethius,
bk. i. met. I. z9 ; pr. 4. 8 ; bk. ii. met. I.

68-71. From Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 4. 57-61.
81-8. From the same ; bk. ii. pr. 4. 12"2; pr. 3. 6I.
84--7. From the same; pr. 4. I27-32.
88-105. From the same ; pr. 3- 48-63.
96. bat&, booth ; Chaucer has tabernacle ; pr. 3. 56.

105-10 ; 115-20. From the same ; bk. ii. pr. 4. 33-4z.
126-9. From the same ; 11.43-7.
183. Here begins a new chapter in Thynne ; with a large capital C.

See note to book ii. ch. i.

148-50. From Ch. Boeth. bk. ii. pr. 4- 97-mL
155. 'The soules of men ne mow/nat d/yen in no wyse' ; the same,

11.122- 3.
168. oon of three ; see ch. 1o. Io above (p. 83).
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Chap. "x'I. 11-8. Not in character; the author forgets that Love
is supposed to be the speaker, and speaks in his own person.

40-8. From Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. met. 8. 3-7, x6-8; pr. ix. 12-I6,
66-70 ; somewhat varied.

56. over his soule; cf. 'but only upon his body '; the same, bk. ii.
pr. 6. 3I.

56-69. The general idea corresponds with the same, bk. iii. pr. 9. I
observe no verbal resemblance.

82. Thynne begins a new chapter here, with a large capital T. See
note to bk. ii. ch. i.

93. Plato. This story is told of SOcrates, and is given in the note to
C. T., I 67o, in col. v. p. 466; from Seneca, De Ira, lib. i. c. 15.

111. conclude seems here to mean 'include,' as in C. T., G 429.
121. habit .. monk ; ' Cucullus non facit monachum '; a common

medieval proverb ; see Rom. Rose, 6x92, and the note.
125. cordiacle is Thynne's misprint for cardiacle ; cf. ' That ! almost

have caught a eardiacle '; C.T., C 313.
Chap. XlI. 8. in 201ace,i. e. present ; chaflnge, warming.
14. neigheth, approaches ; and it.. be, if it can be.
17. Donet, primer, "elementary book of instruction; named from

Donalus, the grammarian ; see note to P. Plowman, C. vii. 215.
82. muskle ; referring to bk. i. ch. 3. 78.
35. excellence of coloures, its (outward) blue colour. Blue was the

emblem of constancy and truth ; see note to C.T., F 644 (cot. v. p.
386). For coloures we should rather read colour; the same error
occurs in I. 43 below (see footnote).

45. ' When pleasant weather is above.'
46. 'Betokening steadfastness (continuance) in peace'; d. note to

L 35 above.
47. The following is Pliny's account of the Pearl, as translated by

Holland ; bk. ix. c. 35.
' This shell-fish which is the mother of Pearle, differs not much in the

manner of breeding and generation from the Oysters ; for when the
season of the yeare requireth that they should engender, they seeme to
yawne and gape, and so do open wide ; and then (by report) they con-
ceive a certaine moist dew as seed, wherewith they swell and grow
big ; . . . and the fruit of these sheU-fishes are the Pear[l]es, better
or worse, great or small, according to the qualitie and quantitie of
the dew which they receiued. For if the dew were pure and cleare
which went into them, then are the Pearles white, Paire, and Orient :
but if grosse and troubled, the Pearles likewise are dimme, fouleo and
duskish ; . . . according as the morning is faire, so are they cleere ;
but otherwise, if it were misty and cloudy, they also will be thick¢ and
muddy in colour.'

50. The sense of 5fargaryle in lh4"spassage is the visible church of
Christ, as the context shews. In book iii. ch. 9. 16o, the author tells
us that it signifies' grace, leming, or wisdom of god, or cls holy church.'
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52. mekenesse, humility; cf. 1. 63. The church is descended from
Christ, who is the heavenly dew.

56. reduced in-to good, connected with good ; mene, intermediate.
58. beestes, living things that cannot move ; the very word used by

Chaucer, Boeth. bk. v. pr. 5. zo ; compare the passage.
64. There is something wrong ; either discendeth should be distended,

or we should understand and before to ; and perhaps dowse should
be dewe ; cf. I. 68. The reference seems to be to the Incarnation.

68. Here the Protean word Margaryte means ' the wisdom of god,,
judging by the context ; see note to I. 50 above.

78. This does not mean ' 1 would have explained it better,' but ' I
should like to have it better explained.'

86. Margaryte here means the visible church, as before (l. 5o) ; to
the end of the chapter.

91. welde, possess ; and all that he now possesses is his life.
108. yvel s2Oekers; this seems to allude to the Lollards, who ought

(he says) to be ' stopped and ashamed.'
114. This shews that Margarete does not mean a woman ; for it is

declared to be as precious as a woman, to whom it is likened.
121. deedly, mortal. Hence Margarete does not mean the church in

general, but the visible church at the time of writing, the church militant.
Chap. xIrr. 11. 'To be evil, is to be nothing.' The general argu-

ment follows Ch. Boeth. bk. iv. pr. z. I43-'94, and pr. 4-
23. a this halle, on this side of, under ; d. note to bk. i. ch. 9. 39.
30. determinison, determination; a correct form. Cf. veto'son from

I..at. acc. uenalionem. Accordingly, the O.F. forms were determin-
aison, -eson, -oison, as given by Godefroy. He supplies the _xample :
' Definicio, dilinicion ou determineson; from an old glossary. Hence
determination is here used in the sense of'definition,' as is obvious
from the context. Thynne prints de/n'mission, which makes nonsense ;
and there is no such word. The present passage is entered in the
New E. Dict. under determission, with the suggestion that it is an
error; it might have been better to enter it under determinison (or
-eson) ; but it is always difficult to know how to deal with these
misthkes of printers and editors.

88_your-selfe sayd; referring to !. 4 above.
85. y-saydgood, called 'good.'
40. 2barticilbacian ; from Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr. IO. ! to.
48. Austen, St. Augustin; and so Pope, Essay on Man, i. _94 :--

' One truth is clear, Whatever is, is right.'
49. Bocce, Boethius; whom the author here mentions just once

more ; see his former allusion in bk. i. prologue, I 1o. The reference is
to bk. iii. pr. 1o. 153-84.

58. apeted to, sought after, longed for, desired. AjOete is a correct
form, as it represents an O.F. *apeter ; but the usual O.F. form is
apjOeter (Littr_, s.v. apab/ter), from Lat. appetere. See New E. Dict.,
s. v. Appete, where a quotation is given from Chaucer, L. G. W. 1582.
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But the right reading in that line is surely a_ty/eth, as aMa_teth will
not scan ; unless we strongly accent the initial As. See vol. ii. p. x37,
1. I58Z and footnote, and the note to the line, at p. 3z8.

56. This stands for This is, as usual ; see notes to C. T., A Io9I,
E 56.

71. betterer, better ; not necessarily a misprint. The form bettyrer
occurs in the Catholicon Anglicum.

72. his kyndely place, its natural position ; cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. iii. pr.
If. I OO--2.

77. b/acke ; cf. TrolL i. 642.
89..yewen by t/_e ayre, endowed by the air with little goodness and

virtue ; because the dew that produced the pearl fell through the air ;
see note to ch. xii. 47 above. Hence matier is material, viz. the flew.

86. urines, war. The general argument, with the contrast of colours
above mentioned, occurs in P. Plowman, C. xxi. _o9-2I ; cf. also
II. x44-66. Of these lines, II. 2Io and 2x_ have already been explicitly
cited above : see notes to bk. i. ch. 3- 153, and to bk. ii. ch. 9- 178.

9'2. Pa/las; we should have expected ' Minerva' ; however, Pallas
occurs five times in Troilus.

94. and Mercurie, if Mercury ; but it is obscure.
99. a deme and a deblys. Under Adieu, in the New E. Dict., we

find: 'fig. an expression of regret at the loss or departure of anything ;
or a mere exclamatory recognition of its disappearance ;=away, no
longer, no more, all is over with. c. 14oo Test. Love ii. (I56O) 292/I.
Adewe and adewe blis.'

Something has gone wrong here ; the edition of 1561 (not 156o)has,
at fol. 3o6, back (not 29z) the reading ' a dewe and a deblis '; as in the
text. The same reading occurs in all the earlier black-letter editions
and in Chalmers ; there being no other authority except Thynne. I
do not understand the passage ; the apparent sense is: 'his name is
given a dieu and to devils '; i.e. (I suppose) is renounced. Deblis for
' devils' is a possible form ; at any rate, we find deblet, deblerie, for
de'vile and diabloie ; see New E. Dict., under Z)able/and Deblerie.

115-6. ' That which is good, seems to me to be wholly good.' This
is extremely significant. 'The church is good, and therefore wholly
good,' is evidently intended. In other words, it needs no reform ; the
Lollards should let it 'alone. In ch. 14. _4, he plainly speaks of
' heretics,' and of the errors of ' mismeninge people.'

130. leve, believe. L. I zo shews that he hopes for mercy and pity ;
we may safely conclude that he had been a Lollard once. Cf. oh. I4. 2-4.

Chap. X13L 6. Proverbes. Herefers to Prov. vii. 7-zu : ' Considero
ueeordem iuuenem, qui.., graditur in obscuro, in noctis tenebris ; et
ecce occurrit illi mulier ornatu meretrieio, praeparata ad capiendas
animas, garrula et uaga, quietis impatiens.., dieens.., ueni, inebriemur
uberibus, et fruamur cupitis amplexibus.., statim earn sequitur quasi
bos ductus ad uictimam.'

25. skleren and ¢vim2Men, veil and cover over. He probably found
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the word skleire, a veil, in P. Plowman, C. ix. 5 (cf. also B. vi. 7, A.
vii. 7), as that is the only known example of the substantive. The verb
occurs here only. Other spellings of skleire, sb., in the MSS., are
sklayre, scleyre, slaire, skleir, sleire, sleyre. Cf. Du. sluier, G. ScMeier.

9.9. by experience; i.e. the author had himself been inclined to
' heresy' ; he was even in danger of ' never returning' ¢I. 38).

36. worved , rejected; he had rejected temptations to Lollardry.
88. skewed tkee tky Margarite; meaning (I suppose) shewn thee

the excellence of the church as it is.

40. Silo_, Siloam. It is a wonder where the author found this
description of the waters of the pool of Siloam ; but I much suspect
that it arose from a gross misunderstanding of Isaiah, viii. 6, 7, thus :--
' the waters of Shiloah that go softly.., shall come up over all his
channels, and go over all his banks.' In the Vulgate : 'aquas Silo_,
quae uadunt cum silentio.., ascendet super omnes riuos eius, et fluet
super uniuersas ripas eius.' Hence cankes in 1.44 is certainly an error
for banke's ; the initial c was caught from the preceding circuit.

46. After MZercurius supply ser'aaunts or children. The children or
servants of Mercury mean the clerks or writers. The expression is
taken from Ch. C. T., D 697 :--

' The children of Mercuric and of Venus

Ben in hit wirking ful contrarious.'

47. Veneriens, followers of Venus ; taken from Ch. C. T., D 609.
52. that benfallas ; that is to say, deceptions. See Fallace in the

New E. Dict.

60. sore of tke smoke, soot of the smoke of the fire prepared for the
sacrificed ox ; ' bos ductus ad uictimam'; Prov. vii. 22.

61. itfounde, didst find it ; referring, apparently, to thy langoring
deth.

67-8. thilke MurKaryte , the church ; by serving which he was to be
delivered from danger, by means of his amendment.

70. disese, misery, discomfort ; because be bad to do penance.
74. He had formerly sinned against the church.
80. ' And yet thou didst expect to have been rejected for ever.'
83. lacke, loosen (it) ; from O. F. lazcher, to loosen, relax. Or it may

mean ' turn cowardly.'
85. ' Inueni Dauid seruum meum; oleo saneto meo unxi eum' ; Ps.

Lxxxix. 20 (lxxxviii. 21, Vulgate).

93. ofl.enly ; hence the author had publicly recanted.

BOOK III.

Chap. I. This chapter is really a Prologue to the Third Book.
2. discrete, separate ; tellinge, counting.
8. Tkree was considered a perfect number ; see below.
6. Time was divided into three ages ; first, the age of Error, before

the coming of Christ ; aU that died then went to hell, whence some
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were rescued by Christ when He descended thither. The second, the
age of Grace, from the time of Christ's coming till His second advent.
The third, the age of Joy, enduring for ever in heaven.

Deviation ; Thynne prints Demacion, an obvious error for DeuA
acion (m for ul) ; in I. 26, it is replaced by Errourafraisgeinl(e, which
has the same sense, and in bk. ii. ch. 8. 126, it is called oui-waye-
gaing. The New E. Dict. has no quotation for deviation older than
I6o 3 ; but here we find it.

25. I.e. Book I treats of :Error or Deviation ; Book II, of Grace ;
and Book III, of Joy.

28. whiche is faylinge _vithout desert, which is failure without merit;
these words are out of place here, and perhaps belong to the preceding
clause (after shewed in I. 26). thilke, &c. ; amending that first fault.

9.9. Perhaps forandread an ; it refers to guidance into the right path.
37. He says that the English alter the name Margariteolberle. into

Margery-_berle, whereas Latin, French, and many other languages
keep the true form. Cf. Lat. margarita, O. F. marguerite, margarete,"
Gk. i_ap_aplr_jr, Pers. marzvarId, Arab. marian; all from Skt. man-

jarf, a .pearl.
45. the more _ritayne, greater Britain (England and Scotland), as

distinguished from lesser Britain (Brittany); see note to bk. ii. ch.
I2. 47 above. Pliny says (tr. by Holland, bk. ix. c. 35.) :--' In Brittaine
it is certain that some [pearls] do grow ; but they be small, dim of
colour, and nothing orient.'

56. conninffe, certain knowledge; a#inion, uncertain knowledge,
supposition ; as he proceeds to say.

62. We thus learn that it was at this date an open question, whether
the sun was bigger than the earth ; there were some who imagined it
to be so.

68. He here mentions the ¢uadrivium, or group of four of the seven
sciences, viz. arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy ; seq note to
P. Plowman, C. xii. 98.

73. These are the four cardinal virtues, Prudence, Justice, Tem-
perance, and Fortitude ; see note to P. Plowman, C. i. I3t.

79. Why ' two things ' are mentioned, is not clear. It was usual
to introduce here the tn'_ium, or second group of the seven arts (see
note to 1. 68) ; which contained logic, grammar, and rhetoric. For the
two former he has substituted 'art,' the general term.

99. bwey, two ; viz. natural and rea.ranable ; cf:.I. 53. The third is
moral. Hence we have the following scheme.

I naJural : the quadrivium.Philosophy relating to the body _ reasonable: the trivium.
| relating to the soul: moral: the cardinalvirtues.

( law : nalural.
Law ,_right : reasonable.

| {written : constt'tuHen
custom I •

t unwritten: usaga.
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122. I.e. ' so that harm, (as punishment) for harm, should restrain
evil-doers by the bridle of fear.'

125. centrarioustet of, that which is contrary to.
130. and unworlhy, even if they be unworthy.
jOrofesse and reguler ; the ' professed' were such as, after a year of

probation, had been received into a monastic order; the 'regu]ar'
were such as were bound by the three monastic vows of poverty, chastity,
and obedience.

181. obediencer, bound by obedience; used adjectivally; el. Low
Lat. obedientiarius.

134. Thus the author was himself bound by monastic vows, and
was one of the 'regular' clergy.

146-7. abouten, about (me), near at hand. ecAe, to increase,
lengthen.

156. refrete, refrain, burden of a song ; O. F. refrai6 ferret (Gode-
froy). ' Sobs are a ready (ever-present) refrain in its meditations';
where his (its) refers togoost, or spirit, in I. x55.

157-8. comminff aboul I nat tAan, recurring I know not when. For
l/tan read wAan, to make sense.

160. Ae, Christ ; referring to Matt. xxi. I6.
161. wtws s_irit ; ' Spiritus ubi uult spirat' ; John, iii. 8 ; ' Spiritus,

diuidens singulis prout uult' ; I Cor. xii. I I.
170. wyte thal, lay the blame for that upon. Such is the right

idiom; cf. ' Wyte it the ale of Southwerk, l yow preye' ; Ch. C. T.,
A 314o. Thynne prints witk for wile or wy/e, making nonsense of the
passage.

Chap. II. 14, lybel of de_arlicion, hill (or writ) of separation ; taken
from libellum re_Oudii in Matt. v. 3i, which Wyclif translates by
' a libel of forsakyng.'

16. ' I find, in no law, (provision for) recompensing and rewarding
in a bounteous way, those who are guilty, according to their deserts.'

19. Paulyn, Paulinus. But there is some mistake. Perhaps he
refers to L. Aemilius Paulus, brother of M. Aemilius Lepidus the
Triumvir. This Paulus was once a determined enemy of Caesar, but
was won over to his side by a large bribe.

21-3. I cannot explain or understand this clause ; something seems
to be omitted, to which it refers.

23. Julius Caesar was accounted as following Cato in justice. The
statement is obscure.

25. Pexdiccas, according to the romances, _ucoeeded Alexander the
Great ; see note to Bk. ii. c. 2. I16. I do not find the anecdote re-
ferring to Porus. It is not improbable that the author was thinking
of Philip the physician, who revealed to Alexander 'a privy hate'
entertained against that monarch by Parmenion; see the Wars of
Alexander, ed. Skeat, 2559-83.

49. right as mater. Cf. ' sicut ad formam de forma procedere
materiam notum est'; an often quoted passage in Guido delle
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Colonne's Historia Troiae ; see note to Legend of Good Women, I582
(vol. iii. p. 329).

65. and right, if right-doing were not in the original working.
82. music do good nedes, must necessarily do good.
87. ende, object. The reference seems to be to Aristotle, Nicoma-

chean Ethics, bk. i. c. ], c. 2, or c. 5.
90. good/y, with a good motive. In I. 99, it simply means ' a good

motive.'

112. _raysing ne lacking, praise nor blame.
115. The Latin would be nemo inuite beatus; but I do not know

where to find it.
128. free ar_itrement, Lat. liberum arbitrium ; introduced in order

to lead up to a discussion of free wills necessity, and providence; as
in Boeth. bk. v.

140. dosing, including, implying.
154-60. Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. v. pr. 3. 1-18.
Chap. LII. Cf. Ch. Boeth.. bk. v. pr. 3 and pr. 4.
26. CE the same, pr. iii. 29, and the context.
58. for I love, i. e. because (or since) I love.
74. commende, coming; probably the original MS. had command,

the Northern form. We have a similar form lykende, in I. 133 below.
In ll. 82, 83, the usual form comming appears.

82-3. In many places, comming is used nearly with the sense of
'future' ; cf. II. 177-8.

126. Here again we have the usual ridiculous contradictions; the
sense is--' being wet, I burn; without wasting, 1 fade.' Cf. Rom.
Rose, Eng. version, 47o3-5o.

128. Thyrme has (here and in ch. 6. 147, P. t32) wnbyde, an obvious
error for onbyde, i. e. abide, remain ; see ch. 7. 16_, 163.

131. 'God grant (that) that thing may soon draw nigh to thee.'
Net'g'h is here a verb, as in Bk. ii. ch. I2. I4-

164. tAat, that which ; ¢oitA nothing, yet not sons to be constrained
by anything else.

171. rysinge of the sonue, rising of the sun ; this example is borrowed
from Ch. Boeth. bk. v. pr. 6. lo3, 165.

C_ap. i37". Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. v. pr. (x 157-89.
20. and nedeful is, 'and it is necessary that, in order to desire

(a thing), he may also not desire (it)' ; otherwise, he does not make
any choice.

30-1. The words 'But thilke.., the same to wilne' are relocated in

Thynne's edition, to the destruction of the sense.
59. a.r no'w, present ; cf. Boeth. bk. v. pr. 6. 28-$_.
96-9. A clear case of reasoning in a circle.
112. 'Constituisti terminos eius, qui praeteriri non poterunt' ; Job,

xiv. 5.
121--6. See Rom. viii. 29, 30. conformes ; the Vulgate has : ' Nam

quus praesciuit, et praedestinanit conforme$ fieri ima_nis Filii sui.'
*** li
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129. Cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. v pr. 6. 35, 71-8.
140. Cf. the same, 12-9, 28-33, &c.
152. Referring to ll. 121-6 above.
165. close and one, are closed and united; here close and one seem to

be verbs.

169. by, with reference to.
198-9. no art, in no way (?) ; but surely an error for naY, as wrytest

nat is repeated in 1.2oo.
206. defendetk, ' forbids something to be movable,' &c.
220. Too obscure to deserve the encomium for perspicuity which

follows in 11.z22- 5.
282. for right, &c. ; ' for nothing at all exists there (i. e. in eternity)

"afterthe manner of that which is temporal.'
243. ben to ben, are to come because of God's knowledge.
249. jOhiloso#hicall_oele ; Chaucer, because he translated The Con-

solation of Philosophy, and introduced passages from it into his poem
of Troilus, notably in Book iv. 963-6, 974-xo78. In 1. 254 , Troilus is
expressly mentioned. Most likely, the allusion is to Bk. iv. 974-1o78 :
although this deals rather with predestination than with the origin of
evil.

257. storiers, gen. pl. of storier, a teller of a story ; el. O. F. Ms-
torieur, an historian (Godefroy). Thynne prints starieres; which
gives no sense.

262. two tke laste, the last two ; chapters 13 and I4 ; but chapter
I4 has little to do with the subject.

Chap. "7".4. ' Or as an ook comth of a litel spyr '; Troll. ii. I335.
33-7. The word welked occurs twice in Chaucer, C.T., C 738,

D _77 ; and wirer once, Troll. iii. Ioto.
57. withyvel., acomered, desires not to be encumbered with evil.
63. ' Why, as soon as one has sprung up on high, does not the other

spring up also ?' Here 'one' and 'the other' seem to refer to 'will'
and 'bliss'; el. II. x6, 17, 70, 71.

73-6. Cf. HF. 737-46 ; Boeth. bk. iii. pr. xx. 98-IoI.
Chap. V'I. 4-7. Imitated from Ch. Boeth. bk. i. met. 6. 5-tl.
10. second, boke; el. Book ii. ch. IL 51-69, xo2.
12. selling; misprinted setteles; but see selling in ch. 5. I. 23.
17. He here contemplates the possibility of yielding to persecution

and threats.

50-1. The five wits are the five senses ; P. Plowman, C. ii. xS, and
the note.

60. a_Otes,natural tendencies; used here only; see New E. Dict.
64. terme of equivacas, terms of like signification ; terme being an

error for refines. Answering to Lat. uerba aequiuoca, words of like
signification; Isidore, Orig. ii. 26 (Lewis and Short). Equivocas is
formed by adding the Eng. pl. -s to the Lat. neuter plural (New
E. Dict.).

Cf. the passage in P. Plowman, where Liberum-arbilrium recites
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his names; C. xvii. o.OL The first name, 'instrument of willing,'
corresponds to animus: 'dum uult, animus esl'; but the rest
vary.

68. reson. Compare the same passage : ' dum iudicat, ratio est:
73. Compare the same : 'dum recolit, memoria est.'
77. affection : a disposition to wish for sleep.
90. that lambes, who scorn and despise lambs. I
104. Thynne has *,s, which is a not uncommon spelling of ' use.' I

merely print ' us[el ' because us looks so unintelligible. In 1. Io3, the
word is usage ; in 1. I xo, we have use.

140. tkinges ; viz. riches, honour, and power ; discussed in Book ii.
chapters 5-7.

147. onbyde, misprinted unbyde ; see note above, to ch. 3. x28.
Chap. VII. 11. The idea of this Tree is copied from P. Plowman,

C. xix. 4-t4. Thus in 1. xx, the ground in which the tree grows is said
to be _ful in thyne herte ' ; and in P. Plowman, the tree grows in ct;r-
hominis, the heart of man. In P. Plowman, the tree is called True-love.
the blossoms are Benign-Speech (cf. 1. 16), and the: fruits are deeds of
Charity. See note to 1. 69 below.

38. Cf. 'As, wry the gleed, and hotter is the fyr'; Legend of
Good Women, 735.

•50. 2bylke; see Troll. v. 1433 ; C. T., A x838 (and note).
53. no wode lay use, sing no mad song.
59. /tristotel. The reference appears to be to Aristotle, De Inter-

pretatione 0r_pl IOVqvda¢),ch. x. Voice seems to mean 'a word unrelated
to a sentence,' i.e. not related to something else as forming part of
a sentence.

69. So in P. Plowman, C. xix. 29, the tree is attacked by three wicked
winds ; especially ' in flouryng-tyme,' I. 35

97..4 marchaunt; so in Chaucer, C. T., G 945-50.
99. So of/e; from Ch. Troll. ii. 138o-3; note the epithet ha#fly,

the use of the sb. sqaeigh or swaye, and the phrase come al at ones, in
both passages.

101. Cf. _Gutta cauat lapidem'; Ovid, Ex Ponto, iv. 1o. 5.
lettty, weak ; see Prompt. Parr., and Gloss. to P. Plowman.
117-121. Compare Bk. iii. ch. 2. I22-9.
123. ' Quod debuimus facere, fecimus'; Luke, xvii. Io.
145. al is, it is all to be accounted to her wholly. To wy/e usually

has a bad sense ; as implying blame.
160. tats lady ; i.e. Heavenly Love suddenly took up its place in

his heart. This is rather inartistic ; no wonder that the author was much
astonished at such a proceeding (ch. 8. z below). This of course puts
an end to the dialogue, but in Thynne's misarranged print the lady
speaks to him again, as if it were out of Ms heart, t

Chap. VIII. 7. lyrics, written lines of writing, which he imagines
to be imprinted on his understanding ; see II. 8, x3, I4 below.

10. me tnigkt, one might ; me for men=man, as often.
Ii2
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21. bu/for, except because ; so in 1. _2. wol, desires.
42. owe I no/alowe, I ought not to applaud.
46. it make, cause it (to be so) ; as in Troll. ii. 959.
91. ' Quia Christi bonus odor sumus Deo, in iis qui salui fiunt ; ...

aliis quidem odor morris in mortem ' ; 2 Cor. ii. I5-6.
120. ne had, had ; disregarding ne, which is inserted after the word

denyed.
123. _vithout . . . nede, without any kind of necessity.
125. Aim nedetA, something is lacking to him.
146. forvoard, thenceforward, afterwards.
155-6. in Ais owne comoditt, in what is suitable for him; como-

di/es, desires that are suitable. The examples of the word in this
passage are older than any given_ s.v. Commodity, inthe New E. Dict.
Cf. 11.159, 165.

Chap. IX. 7. des/enee, destiny; cf. Ch. Boeth. bk. iv. pr. 6. 39, 44-
12. non inconvenient, convenient ; i. e. befitting.
21. chalMtre , chapter ; viz. ch. 3 of Book iii.
443.Here Thynne's text returns to the right order.
52. The author now concludes his work with a prayer and a short

recommendation of his book to the reader. LI. 58-6x speak of its
imperfections ; 11. 61-6 tell us that the effort of writing it has done
him good. In 11.67-75 he anticipates future freedom from anxiety, and
continuance 'in good plight.' He was then evidently unaware that his
death was near at hand.

86. 'My dull wit is hindred by the stepmother named Forgetful-
ness.' A curious expression.

92. born'sons, put for orisons, prayers.
98. sigk_u/, visible; an obvious allusion to the eucharist (1. Ioo).

Similarly, a gem denotes a pearl, or 'margaret'; and Margaret (a
woman's name) denotes grace, learning, or wisdom of God, or else
holy church.

104. From John, vi. 63.
107. From 2 Cor. iii. 6.

109, 110. Printed as prose ia Thyune ; but two riming verses seem
to be intended. If so, a/-le is dissyllabic.

II. THE PLOWMAN'S TALE.

Numerous references are given to Pierce the Ploughman's Crede,
ed. Skeat (E.E.T.S.); a poem bit the sam_ author. See the In-
troduction.

9. /abard; a ploughman's loose frock ; as in Ch. C. T., A 54I.
11. sayru' Tlwm_z.r; i.e. his shrine at Canterbury.
80. ther_th tafynd, to provide for thereby.
40. eueynt, quenched ; because, in the solemn form of excommuni-

cation used in the Romish church_ a bell was tolled, the book of offices
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for the purpose was used, and three candles were extinguished. See
Nares, s.v. Be�l, Book, and Candle. Cf. 11.165, 124L

44. Four lines are here lost, the stanza being incomplete. We
might supply them thus :-

They have the loof and we the crust,
They eten more than kinde hath craved;
They been ungende and unjust,
With sinners shullen such be graved.

58. slryf, strife. The struggle was between the secular and regular
clergy on the one hand, and the Lollards on the other ; see 11.61-76.
Each side accused the other of falseness, and the author hopes that the
falser of them may suffer shame. He evidently sides with the Lollards ;
but, not caring to decide so weighty a question for himself, he con-
trives that the dispute shall be carried on by two birds, the Griffin and
the Pelican.

55. sedes, seeds. The Lollards were accused of sowing tares (lolia).
The author hints that seeds" were sown by botA of the contending
parties.

57. some; referring rather to the sowers than to the seeds. In any
case, it refers to the two parties.

58. sou_le; the text has souble, which is an obvious error. The
O. F. souffle means 'humble,' which is the sense here intended.

71. a-ca/e, chilled, frozen ; cf. note to P. Plowman, C. xxi. 439 ; and
see the New E. Diet.

72. ever in oon, always in the same condition, without increasing in
wealth.

73. I-defied, called; the old text has ]c/e/e/h, but some editions
make this obvious correction. /o//ers, idle fellows; see the note to
P. Plowman, C. x. 213.

74. ' Whoever looks on them (sees that) they are the reverse of tall.'
Cf. ' a/a//fellow,' and ' a tall man of his hands ' in Shakespeare.

81. _ro, nook ; see _z,r,_in Stratmann.
86. G_'.ffon, griffin ; a fabulous monster with the head and wings of

an eagle, and the hinder parts of a lion ; with probable reference to
the Vulture. ' In that contre ben many griffaunes.., tbei han the
body upward as an egle, and benethe as a lyoun . . . But o griffoun
is more strong thanne .viij. lyouns' ; MandeviUe's Travels ; ch. xxvi.
See 1. I317 below.

87. ' A Pelican laid his lure to (attracted to him) these lollers.' The
Pelican was supposed to feed its young with blood which it drew from
its own breast by wounding it, and was early considered as the type of
Christian love or Charity, or of Christ himself; see 1. IZ93. See the
illustration at p. I72 of Legends of the Holy Rood, ed. Morris. Hence it
is here supposed to plead on behalf of meekness, in the long passages
contained in 11. 95-716, 719--988, 99I-Io7z, IIio-32, t177-232,
1_45--68. The Pelican is responsible for the greater part of the
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poem, as the author distinctly says in 1.1373. Anything that is amiss,
we are told, must be put down to the Pelican; the author is irre-
sponsible, as it is only a fable.

106. #elure, costly fur ; also spelt #ellour ; but #ylloure (as in the
old text) is a bad spelling. See Gloss. to P. Plowman.

111. batail, battle. It was notorious that William Spenser, bishop
of Norwich, used to lead military expeditions. Thus he led one such
expedition into Flanders, in 1882. Cf. I. 128.

129. ' God is not the master of them that consider no mat, equal
to them.'

130. _Oeragall, equal; spelt 'peragal' or 'paragal' in Rich. the
Redeless, i. 7I. The old text has #ermagall, where the m is dearly
for in; the spelling #erinKall being intended. Godefroy has O.F.
IOarivel, also _an'ga/, #aregal, 2#erigal, #aringal [with intrusive n],
'adj. et s., tout _. fait _gal, tout k fait semblable.' From Lat. l_er-
atfuali$.

135. ' Painted and adorned with colours.' Cf. _peynt and portred ' ;
P. Pl. Crede, 192; 'portreid and paynt,' 12I.

139. boystous, rough. The O. F. boislous meant ' lame' (F. boiteux) ;
but Godefroy shews, in his Supplement, that it was also applied to
a very rough road (as being likely to lame one); hence, generally,
rough, and finally, rude, noisy, as in the E. boisterous; a word of
which the etymology has not yet been fully accounted for, but may
be thus explained.

159. _Oerrey, precious stones, jewellery; see Perree in the Glossary
(vol. vi). The old text has/gyrrey.

162. gown, an obvious correction ; old text, gold, repeated from
1. 161. For 'grene gownes,' see 1.925 below.

178. This line seems to be corrupt.
186. crallit, curled, twisted ; cf. crulle in Chaucer ; see New E. Dict.
187. ffold-mastlin K is a compound word, "and should have been

printed with a hyphen. It means the same as laloun, unless latoun
Was an imitation of an older and richer alloy. Thus, in Wright's A. S.
Vocabularies, we find : *Auricalcum, goldtamslinc,' col 334, 1o ; ' ,4urn'-
talcum, goldme_fling,' coL 550, 34 ; ' ,4uricalcum, Anglice latoun,' col
567, 5. #/s to latoun, see note in vol. v. p. 27o. Cf. A. S. mwstlinff,
G. MessinK; words of uncertain origin.

193-4. Cf. I John, iv. 3. admirall, prince, chief.
198. demed; an easy correction ; old text, done, which will not scan.
201. All-kolyeat, i.e. SancliaMmus (1. 230); a title given to the

head of a religious order.
208. ' The very thing which Christ forbad to the apostles.'
9.12. ' They regard him (the pope) as wholly omnipotent.'
213-6. He, the Pope. anottu, r, (apparently) a head of a religious

order, an abbot or pfi.or, raysgere, ministry, office.
220. ' He reserves nothing at all ' ; ofiin, open, a thing that is free ;

joint, a thing that is connected.
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226..4n angell; see Rev. xxii. 9-
235. Read Christ his; ' Christ keep his people from them'; the

; printer evidently regarded Christ his as a form of the genitive case.
The proper sense of wisse is guide, or direct.

242. which afhem, which of the two popes. The rival popes were
Boniface IX, elected Nov. 2, t389, and Benedict XIII, elected Sept.
28, 1394. Clement Vlll, predecessor of the latter, died Sept. 16, I394.

245. ' Omnes enim, qui acceperint gladium, gladio peribunt' ; Matt.
xxvi. 5z.

255. Swearing was a dismembering of Christ; see note to C.T.,
C 474 (vol. v. p. 275).

264. ' But curse all that oppose them.'
275. _But he, who so acquires it, shall part from it.'
9.81. rent, income, profit ; the method of doing tiffs is explained in

The Freres Tale, D I37I-4.
289.. ' They anoint the sheep's sore' ; as a shepherd does with tar :

see Tar-box in Halliwell ; and cf. 1.707.
298. 21faximien ; Galerius Valerius Maximianus, usually called Gale-

rius ; emperor of Rome, 3o5-I x ; a cruel persecutor of the Christians.
9.97. ' They follow Christ (who went upward) to heaven, justas abucket

Ithat goes downward) into a well.' Said ironically; their ascent
towards heaven is in a downward direction ; cf. 1.402. wa/l for ' well'
is rare, but not unexampled; cir. _valle-s/ream, well-stream, in Laya-
mon, vol. i. p. 12I, and see wa/le in Stratmann.

:.05. ' The truth has (often) slain such men.'
306. ' They comb their "crockets" with a crystal comb.' A crockel

was a curl or roll of hair, as formerly worn; see the New E. Dict.
There is a lost romance entitled ' King Adelstane with gilden kroket ' ;
see footnote to Havelok, ed. Skeat, p. vi. Sir F. Madden remarks that
' the term crocker points out the period [i. e. the earliest possible date]
of the poem's composition, since the fashion of wearing those large
rolls of hair so called, only arose at the litter end of the reign of
Henry IlL'

321. Cf. ' turpis lucri' ; Tit. i. 7, I l ; I Pet. v. z.
39.2. meynall, perhaps better spelt meyneall. It is the adj. formed

from M. E. meynee, a household, and is the same word as rood. E.
n_eniaL Wyclif uses meynea/to translate I.at. damestlcam in Rom.
xvi. 5. The sense here is--the exaction of tithes is, with these masters.
a household business, a part of their usual domestic arrangements.

39.5. Lit. 'They betake to farm to their sumners,' i.e. they farnl
out to their sumners the power of harming people as much as theycan ;
they let their sumners make exactions. The method of doing this is
fully exposed in Chaueer's Freres Tale. Cf. 11.3z8, 725.

833. ' Such rascals are sure to slander men, in order to induce them
to win their favour' ; i.e. by compounding.

838. ca//, caul or head-dress, richly ornamented, and therefore ex-
pensive ; see note to C. T., D IoI8 (vol. v. p. 318).
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375. ' Or, to commit such a tool (instrument) to such cursed men.'
402. 'As good a bishop as is my horse Ball.' Said ironically ; 'no

better a bishop than,' &c. Ball was, and still is, a very common name
for a horse.

406. notMnK, not at all, not a whir.
410. Old text, anefors, with s attached to the wrong word.
417-8. goodes, property, somme totall, sum total of wealth.
421,431. far Christes/eve, for love of Christ. The words forsake in

I. 421, and wake in 1. 43 l, are used ironically.
434. Lamuall, Lemuel ; who was a king ; Prov. xxxi. x.
448. the stoon, the rock ; Matt. xvi. i8 ; cf. i Cot. x. 4-
445. croyser'), crusade, as in Rob. of Glouc. 9938. No serious

crusade was intended at this time ; however, the author affirms that
the rival popes discouraged the idea ; for each wanted men to fight
for him.

464. bye sect, sat aloft ; the form see/occurs in Ch. C. T., A 2075.
471. fettes, fetch ; observe the use of this Northern plural.
478. ' Their servants are unfaithful [or unserviceable] to them unless

they can double their rental.'
477. The author can find no more rimes to rime with fall, so he

proceeds to ' shew' or propose another word, viz. amend.
487. 'They tell men nothing, nor (explainl how; yet, in God's

word, they tell of (or count) many a slip, or omission,' i.e. find errors
in the Scriptures. See Balk in the New E. Dict.

490. offrend ; O. F. offrende ; cf. ' Offrande, an offering' ; Cot-
grave.

520. Read _unls]_men/s, as in the old edition ; it is a word of four
syllables ; from O. F. _unfssement (Godefroy), which often appears in
verse as a word of four syllables.

531. ' They hate guests of the poor,' i. e. hate to entertain them ; d.
1. 747.

542. careckes, characters, signs, marks ; see the New E. Dict.
•567. ' One, to curse to hell ; the other, to slay men here (on earth)' ;

cf. Luke, xxii. 38.
575. ' A sword is no implement to guard sheep with, except for

shepherds that would devour the sheep.' In later English, at any
rate, a shee_O-biter meant a thief (Halliwell). Cf. 1. 583-

594. un/rend, unrolled ; not rolled up, but freshly pulled off.
605. Sathan, Satan ; Heb. sO/an, adversary, opponent.
610. Read reflrende ; cf. comflrende in Chaucer.
625. enayse, variant of assyse, fashion, sort ; ' they are, surely, of the

same sort.' See Assize, sect. 8, in the New E. Dict. Bailey gives :
'Ensise, quality, stamp; Old word'; with reference, doubtless_ to
this very line. Cf. azsyse, fashion, manner, in 1. 843 below.

69.6. frend, evidently put forfremde, strange, foreign, averse ; which
was difficult to pronounce.

633. Read maundements, i. e. commandments (trisyllabic). The form
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comraaundemen/es is too long for the line. See mandement in Strut-
mann and in Chaucer.

642. loflrison. Evidently written before 14oi, when Lollards were
frequently sent to the stake for heresy. Cf. L650 ; and see note to I. 827.

645. ' The king's law wiUjudge no man angrily, without allowing the
accused to answer.'

661. testament, a will ; the friars had much to do with the making
of wills.

681. ' For they (the people) are faster in their bonds, worse beaten,
and more bitterly burnt than is known to the king.' For the word
brent, see note to I. 827.

698. TAe em2berour ; Constantine, according to a legend which the
Lollards loved to repeat; see the full note to P. Plowman, C.
xviii. 22o.

695. sely kyme, innocent (or silly) wretch. A'yme answers to an A. S.
*c_ma =*kam-ja, lit. ' one who laments,' from the verb found in O.H.G.
kamjan, to lament, cka-mo, a lament ; ca'. Gk. y6o_, wailing ; Skt. gu,
to sound. See O.H.G. cam, camjan in Schade ; and the Idg. root gu,
in Fick.

728. ' A title of dignity, to be as a play-mate to them ' ; a curious
expression. Godefroy gives O.F. 'I_ersonage, s.m., dignit6, bdndfice
eccldsiastique; en particulier personnat, dignitd eccMsiastique qui
donnait quelque prddminence au ckanoine qui en 6tait rev6tu duns le
ehapitre auquel il appanenait.' Cotgrave has : ' Personat, a place, or
tide of honour, enjoyed by a beneficed person, without any manner of
jurisdiction, in the church.'

724. Possibly copied from P. Plowman, B. prol. 92 :--' Somme serven
the king, and his silver tellen.' These ecclesiastics often busked them-
selves in the law-courts, to their great profit. Cf. 1. 790.

725. ' And let out to farm all that business.'

748. l_ilde; so in P. PL C.rede, If8 : ' For we buldeth a burwgh, a
brod and a large.' Cf. Wyclif's Works, ed. Arnold, iii. 380.

748. 'Nor (will they)send anything to Him who hath given them
everything.'

759. gigges, concubines ; see Stratmann. Roquefort has : ' Gigues,
fille gale, vive.' Cf.giglot in Shakespeare. (Initial gis here sounded
asj.)

760. _And provide them with fine clothes.'
778. Here all the ' seven sins' are mentioned except gluttony.
780. ' The wisdom of such willers is not worth a needle.'

791. jay ; so also in Chaucer, C. T., A 642.
801. maynteyner,, abettors of wrongdoers ; see note to P. Plowman,

B. iii. 90.

827. brent, burnt ; still more strongly put in I. x234. That heretics
were sometimes burnt before 14ol, is certain from Wyelies Sermons,
ed. Arnold, vol. i. pp. x, 205, as compared with p. 354. There is a ease
given in Bracton of a man who was burnt as early as in the reign of
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Henry III. See the whole subject discussed in my edition of P.
Plowman (E. E. T. S.), in the Pref. to B-text, p. v, Pref. to C-text, pp.
xi-xiv, and the note to B. xv. 8x, where Langland has 'ledeth me to
brennynge.' Observe that the king is here spoken of as not presuming
to burn heretics.

855. The seven sacraments of the Romish church ; cf. 1. 875.
856. Compare--' And also y sey coveitise ca/el to fongen' ; P. PI.

Crede, 146.
857. 'They want to meddle in everything, and to perform matters

amiss is their amusement.'

868. slur/e, variant of s/erie, start up ; stryve, struggle.
870. at the nale=at then ale, at the ale-house; cf. note to P.

Plowman, C. i. 43.
871. Cf. ' At marketts and miracles we medleth us nevere' ; P. PI.

Crede, 1o7.
872. 'They dance and hoot with the cry of "heave and hale."'

Heave is here to use exertion ; cf. Troil. ii. 1289 ; and kale is to haul
or pull. Hewve and k,de, or heave and ]toe, was a cry used for men to
pull all together ; hence with here and hale just corresponds to the
modern ' with might and main.' Co/grave has (s.v. Cot) the phrase :
'A cor el d cry, by proclamation; also, by might and maine, with
heave and hoe, eagerly, vehemently, seriously.'

878. they, i. e. the husbands ; sory, aggrieved.
880. For, for fear of being summoned.
893. stocke, i.e. some image of a saint. An image of a favourite saint

was honoured with many candles burning before it; whilst other
saints were left in the dark, because they could work no miracles.
The most favourite image was that of Mary ; see I. 902, and cf. P. Pl.
Crede, 79.

915. ' And alle povere in gost god himself blisseth'; P. P1. Crede, 52I.
918. Baudriks, belts; baselardes, short swords, sometimes curved.

See note to P. Plowman, C. iv. 461.
927. counten., ofgownes, they think much (counten) of scarlet and

green gowns, that must be made in the latest fashion, in order to em-
brace and kiss the damsels. An awkward sentence.

929. sewe, sue, suit, lit. follow ; unless it be for schewe, i.e. shew.
930. 2Oykes, peaks. Long-peaked shoes were much in fashion; of.

note to P. Plowman, C. xxiii. 219.
941. ' Such men will ask them (i. e. those that confess to them) for

money for shriving them.' is=es, them ; a curious form of the plural
pronoun of the third person ; see es in Stratmann.

942. ' And they desire men to creep to the cross.' ' Creeping to the
cross' was an old ceremony of penance, most practised on Good
Friday ; see note to P. Plowman, C. xxi. 475-

943. ashes, ashes ; alluding to the sacrament of penance. For all
other sacraments (as baptism, confirmation, holy orders, the eucharist,
matrimony, and extreme unction) men had to pay.
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955. sans., dyre, without (saying) ' if I may say so.' That is, ose
je dyre, (dare I say it) is an apologetic phrase for introducing an un-
palatable remark.

957. ' Either they give the bishops (some reason) why.'
961. agryse, dread, here used in an imperative sense; 'let such

men dread God's anger.' Cf. 11.964, 1216.
979. for Ira, because he would fain earn something.
998. Bene/, Benedict ; cf. Ch. C. T., A 173, and note.
1002. Cf. ' Of double worstede y-dight' ; P. PL Crede, 228.
1035. Compare-- 'And his syre a soutere' (cobbler) ; P. PL Crede, 752.
1042-4. honged, hung upon, followed after. Cf. 'opon the plow

hongen,' P. PI. Crede, 4el. And compare also the same, 784-8.
1050. The line is imperfect. I have supplied but, but the right word

is not. For cherelich means 'expensive' or 'prodigal,' from O.F.
_ker, dear. This we know from the occurrence of the same rare form
as an adverb in P. PI. Crede, 582; where the sense is--'but to
maintain his chamber as expensively (chereliche) as a chieftain.' See
the/el), in the New E. Dict. The parallel phrase not Iordlych occurs
in I. 1o52.

1066. Cxede, i.e. Pierce the Ploughman's Crede, written shortly
before by the same author, and describing at length the four orders
of friars.

1089. sad, sated, tired. The more usual old sense was ' staid.'
1097. ' If they were poor, filthy, and dirty.'
1102. hones/, honourable, worthy of respect ; cf. 1. IIO5.
II15. Maysters, masters; Matt. xxiii, io. Cf. P. PL Crede, 574

6, 838 ; and C.T., D 2185, and the note (voL v. p. 34o)-
1135. Read leve, not lyre; ¢vith hir leve, with what is permitted

to them. For/eve (leave), see 1. !238.
1153. Forye _olI, because you wish to.
1166. distaunce, disagreement, strife ; see M_tzner.
1174. 'Why do ye meddle, who have nothing to do with it ?'
1189. let/e, to prevent men from living in that way.
1193. soule-he/e, salvation for the soul.
1200. Pronounce this is as this.

1212. Wedding, matrimony ; considered as a sacrament.
1222. ' subject or accident' ; of. note to C.T., C 539.
1231. The line should end with a semicolon.

1244. ' Unless ye will act otherwise.'
1271. ¢ockes, euphemistic for goddcs.
1272. doule, small feather, down-feather. I derive it from O.F.

doulle, variant of deuille, soft, something soft, from Lat. ductilis.
Hence it meant something downy, and, in particular, the' down-feather'
of a bird. This is clearly the sense in Shakespeare also, where Ariel
uses the expression--' one dowle that's in my plume' ; Temp. iii. 3.
65 ; L e. one down-feather (small feather) that is in nay plumage.
Dr. Schmidt is in doubt whether/_/ume here means 'plumage,' but the
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stage-directlon expressly says that ' Ariel enters like a harpy, and claps
his _aings upon the table.' It is very interesting to see how well this
passage illustrates Shakespeare. See Mr. Wright's note for other
passages where da'wl means ' soft down.' Of course, the words da_l
and down are in no way connected. See my note in Phil. Soc. Trans.
1888-9 °, P. 3.

1280. God wolde, i.e. oh I that it might be God's will. Cf. _ould
God, Numb. xi. 29 ; Deut. xxviii. 67 ; 2 Kings, v. 3 ; Rich. I I, iv. I. t 17.

1298. Christ was likened to the pelican ; see note to 1. 87.
1305. The foul, the former or b_d-like part of the griffin ; see note

to 1.86, and cf. 1. I317.
1815. ' Because bribery may break God's prohibition.'
1817. Referring to the form of the griffin ; see notes to 11.86, I3o5.
1886. Y-gurd, lit. girt ; hence, prepared, ready.
1839. ly, lie, i.e. deceive ; because the lapwing tries to delude those

who search for its nest.

1340. for-gerd, destroyed, utterly done away with; from M.E.
for-garen.

1343. lAe Phenix. The Phoenix is here supposed, as being an
unique bird, to be the king or master of all birds, and to execute
vengeance on evil-doers.

1359. The sense of of is here uncertain. Perhaps offligM means
' as regards my flight,' a_l so ' to protect my flight.'

1361. This line is somewhat ' set hack,' as in the original. But there
seems to be no reason for it.

1862. The original has : 'And the lambe that slayn was' ; imperfect.
1367. Here the author speaks for himself, and excuses the Pelican's

language.

III. JACK UPLAND.

To this piece, which is an attack upon the friars, a reply was made
by one of them (probably a Dominican, see notes to 11.Ioo, I3o), which
is printed at length in Wfight's Political Poems and Songs. (Record
Series), vol. ii. pp. 39--t I4 ; together with a rejoinder by Jack Upland,
printed on the same pages. The friar's reply is often cited in the
Notes below, where the number refers to the page of the above-named
volume. See further in the Introduction.

1. Jack Uplande, Jack the Countryman, a nickname for one wh3 is
supposed to have had but little education ; cf. the Plowman's Tale.

6. fllltstfolk, the wickedest people; referring to the friars.
7. The friar's reply copies several of these expressions: thus we

find--' On _oundtr wise, seith Jak, freres, )re ben growun ' ; p. 42.
8. ' sowen in youre sectes of .4n/icr:'st_ hondes' ; p. 42.
9. not obedient; 'unboxom to bisko_'s, not lege men to kynges' ;

p. 42. The friar asserts that they do obey the bishops ; but carefully
adds--' although not so fer forth as seeuler preestes' ; p. 44-
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11. ' wede, corn, negras, wil ye not hewen ' ; p. 43 ; repeated on p. 44.
The friar retorts that they are not expected to cleanse ditches, like
a Jack Upland ; p. 44- We thus learn that woade in 1. I x is almost
cert_nly an error for weede.

15. where/o been, where they will (hereafter) go to.
21. See I Cot. xiii. t- 3.
27. skilfully, reasonably ; s_'ll often has the sense of reason.
28. The friar evades the question as to the number of orders, and

replies that he is of Christ's order; pp. 59--6I.
35. Reply: St. James makes mention of two kinds of life, the

active and the contemplative ; we belong to the latter ; pp. 63-6.
87. aflos/a/a, apostate ; a term applied to a friar who left his order

(see 1. 42) af/er his year of probation had been completed, or else
(see I. 42) after a probation of three months. See 11.273-5, and
31o-2 below ; and the note to P. Plowman, C. ii. 98 (B. i. xo4).
The question here put was not answered.

40 1. Reply : it is shocking to speak of men leaving their wives like
this ; we are not wedded to our habit any more than a priest is to his
tonsure ; p. 67.

44. Reply : no. We are only punished for leaving off our habits
because it implies forsaking of our rule. Our habits are not sendal,
nor satin nor golden ; pp. 67-8.

50. Reply: what, Jack, does your tippet mean ? My wide cope
signifies charity. My hood, patience in adversity. The scapulary
denotes obedience to our superiors. As for the knotted girdle, ask the
_'mnciscans ; pp. 68-71.

52. Reply : Why do most of the Lollards wear gray clothes ? p. 71.
58. No reply to this question.
60. Reply : see Eccles. iii. 7 ; Prov. xxv. 28 ; p. 7I.
62. Reply : a question rather for monks than friars. Why do you

not put your dining-table in your cow-house ? p. 72.
65. Reply : perhaps some of us go to Rome for dispensations, but

most of us have need to stay at home, to keep watch over Lollards ;
P. 73.

70. Reply : you have forgotten the text, 2 Cor. vi. 9; P. 74-
74. Reply : Christ, at His transfiguration, had only three witnesses

from among His apostles. And He chose only twelve apostles, out of
His m_ny followers ; and see Prov. xii. x5 ; p. 75.

77. Reply : a man is better than a beast ; yet even for your beasts
you make cattle.sheds and stables. Our houses are often poor ones.
Did you ever see any that resembled the Tower, or Windsor Castle, or
Woodstock ? Your lies are shameless; pp. 77-8. I note here Jack
Upland's rejoinder; he says that he does not object to the friars
having houses, but he objects to the needless grandeur of them ; for it
does not follow that a man who drinks a quart of wine must therefore
proceed to drink a gallon ; p. 76.

88. Reply : you say that we let the whole realm to farm. Why, it
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is not ours at all ! It belongs to the king. We have no more estate
in the country than you have in heaven ; pp. 78-9. The incomplete-
ness of this reply is amazing.

86. The original reading must have been different here. The friar
puts the question thus: Why do you pay no tribute to the king,
whereas Christ paid tribute to the emperor ? Reply : Christ did not
pay it as a debt, but only to perform the law in meekness. The Jewish
priests did not pay taxes like the commons. Priests may pay if they
are willing, but not friars ; pp. 79, 80.

90. Reply: we are _lad to have the prayers of the poor, if their
letters of fraternity are genuine ; but we do not desire.your paternosters;
p. 8o.

92. Reply: we do not make men more perfect than their baptism
makes them ; p. 8I.

95. Reply : the golden trental, ' that now is purchasid of preestls out
of freris hcndis,' delivers no soul, except as it is deserved; p. 8L
See note to Ch. C.T., D 1717 (vol. v. p. 33[).

100. Reply : you are quite mistaken. Perhaps some Carmelite told
you this, or some Franciscan. The Austin friars and the Dominicans
do not say so ; p. 82.

105. Reply: if you accuse us of stealing children, Christ practically
did the same, by enticing disciples to follow him. See Matt. xix. 21 ;
Luke, xiv. 33 ; John, xv. x9. To win souls is no robbery ; pp. 83- 4.

109. undernime, reprove. Reply: according to you, not even the
king should maintain any discipline. The pope has a prison ; and so
has the bishop of Canterbury, and the bishop of London. But you do
not like prisons, for you often experience them ; pp. 85-6.

114. Reply : burial is not a sacrament, as you say. You contradict
yourself ; p. 86.

116. Reply: if, as you say, we never shrive the poor, why are
parish-priests so angry with us for doing so ? p. 87. C£ note to P. Plow-
man, C. xiii. 2I. Questions 26, 27, and 28 are passed over.

127. Reply: we do right to live of the gospel; see z Cor. ix. 14;
Luke, x. 7 ; Rom. xv. 26.

180. Reply : God knows how much good the preaching of the friars
has wrought ; p. 89. The Dominicans especially were proud of their
preaching.

133 The friar here remarks that the Wydiifites are heretics, and
ought to be burnt; p. 9o. The same remark is all the answer made to
question 32.

141. Reply : the friars do not sell the mass ; they only freely give
it to those who freely give to them. Even if we did sell it, sure;y the
parish-priests receive money for the same; this is not simony;
PP. 93-5- See note to Ch. C.T.,D I749; voLv. p. 333.

149. Reply: we write down the names only to help our o_,n
memories; for special prayers are very profitable for souls; pp. 99,
1OOo See note to Ch. C.T., D 174t ; vol. v. p. 332.
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153. berest god in twnde, accusest Christ. Reply : Christ was lord
of all spiritually ; but, as a man, he was needy. David says of Him,
'I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me'; Ps. xl. 17.
I refer you to Matt. viii. 2o ; pp. 95-8-

156. No special answer is given to questions 36-9.
187. Reply: you expect your servant to call you 'master.' It is not

the being called ' master,' but ambition, that Christ forbids ; pp. IOO-I.
Cf. note to Ch. C.T., D 2x85; vol. v. p. 340.

189. The reply is singular, to the effect that pope John XXIV wrote
against this matter, and the friars Minors (Franciscans) against him.

Examyne her actis, and loke who hath the beter ; and knowe noon
other ordre this perfitnesse approveth ' ; p. Ioi.

208. There is no reply to question 42.
211. Reply; going two and two together is a scriptural custom.

Barnabas and Paul did so. So did Paul and Timothy. Besides, there
were two tables in the law, two cherubim in the temple, and two in
the tabernacle. It was not good for Adam to be alone; pp. fox-3.
Cf. note to P. Plowman, C. xi. 8; and to Chaucer, C. T., C I74O.

213. There seems to be no reply to questions 44-8.
246. As regards question 49, the friar replies to 11.249-5I, saying

that, according to this, no one could pray for any one ; for we cannot
tell his future destiny ; p. lo3. C£ note to Ch. C. T., D 2126 ; vol. v.
P 339.
9,58.Questions5o and 51do notseem tobe noticed.Question52

ispartlyansweredinthereplytoquestion22. SeeI.Io5.
277.Reply• you admit(I.283)thatGod made a//thingsaccording

toweight,number,and measure. But a friarissomeHu'ng';ergo,God
made friarsaccordingtoweight,&c. Why are priestsso numerous?
As to a man'shand (I.287),the number offingersisfixed,and an
extrafingerismonstrous. ButneitherGod norholychurchhavefixed

the number ofpriestsor friars.'Many hondistogidermaken light
werk'; pp.IO5-6. Cf.notetoP.Plowman, C.xxiii.27o.

At this point the friar introduces a subject not discussed in the copy
of Jack Upland here printed, viz. the subject of transubstantiation.
He says that Jack accuses the friars of saying that the bread is not
Christ's body, but mere roundness and whiteness, and accident
without subject; and Wyclif is adduced as saying that it remains
material bread, and only Christ's body in a figurative sense ; pp. 1o6-
Io. The rest of the friar's reply (which goes but little further) is
inapplicable to our text, so that the latter part of the treatise, 11.294-
end, is left unanswered. Perhaps sections 54-64 were, at first, a some-
what later addition.

296. This has been partly said before ; see 1.77 above.
310. It was thought that to die in a friar's habit increased a.man's

chance of salvation ; see 1. loo above.
320. C£ note to P. Plowman, C. xiii. 2t. See 1.246 above.
336. Cf. P. Plowman, C. xxiii. 323-72.
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368. This enquiry takes up a large portion of the Ploughman's
Crede. The jealousy of one order against the other was very remark-
able. See note to L ioo above.

399. See James, i. 27 ; cf. I. 36 above.
411. See Matt. xi. 3o. Wyclif has--' For my yok is softe, and my

charge light"
421. The Franciscans claimed that St. Francis sat in heaven above

the Seraphim, upon the throne from which Lucifer fell; see note to
P. Plowman, C. ii. to 5 (B. i. Io5).

424-7. Evidently intended for four alliterative lines, but the third is
too long; read--' And whan ye han soiled that I snide,' &c. Again,
the first is too short ; read--' Go, f fete, now forth,' &c.

430. even-Christen, fellow-Christian ; see Gloss. to P. Plowman.
4,33. ' Benefac humili, et non dederis impio : prohibe panes illi dari,

ne in ipsis potentior te sit'; Ecclus. xii. 6.

IV. GOWER: THE PRAISE OF PEACE.

This piece has no English title except that printed at p. 2o 5 ; for the
Latin title, see p. 2t6. See the Introduction.

12, 13. Henry founded his title on conquest, hereditary right, and
election. The first of these is referred to in 11.9, Io ; the second, in
1. I2 ; and the third, in 1. x3. See note in vol. i. p. 564, to XIX. 23.

17. bonn, ready ; better than the reading bounde.
21. I note here an unimportant variation. For this is, the MS. has

is this.

27. I find that there is no need to insert/he. Read requtste, in three
syllables, as it really had a final e, being a feminine substantive. Cf.
' Et lor rtquesti refaison' ; Rom. Rose, 4767. Requeste is trisyllabic
in Troll. iv. 57 ; L. Good Worn. 448.

36. According to the romance of Alexander, the god Serapis,
appearing in a dream, told him that his great deeds would be
remembered for ever. Before this, Alexander had told his men that he
hoped to conquer all the earth--' with the graunt of my god.' See
Wars of Alexander, ed. Skeat, II. 99o, Io95.

b7. This obviously refers to Bolingbroke's invasion, when he came,
as he said, to claim his inheritance ; d. 1.65.

81. Of_tsli[tnct, out of pestilence, to free him from pestilence.
86. lyf, person, man ; lit. 'living soul.' Common in P. Plowman.
174, 179. Matt. v. 9 ; John, xiv. 27.
185. oul of herre, out of (off) the hinge ; lik_ rood. E. ' out of joint.'

A favourite phrase of Gower's; see his Conf. Amant. ii. t39; iii. 43, 52,
203, 211.

]97. Knights were expected to defend the faith; see note to P.
Plowman, C. ix. 26. Cf. II.243- 5.

20"2. I supply a/day (i. e. continual/y) to complete the line.
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204. wayled, watched, carefully guarded ; in contrast to 1. 2o7.
211. For any perhaps read a ; the line runs badly.
918. ' It is easier to keep a thing than acquire it.'
9.36. assysed, appointed; as in Conf. Amant. i. 18t ; iii. 228.
251. ' Let men be armed to fight against the Saracens.'
258. Three points; stated in II. 254, 26t-2, and 268; i.e. the church

is divided; Christian nations are at variance; and the heathen
threaten us.

281-8. These are the nine worthies; of whom three were heathen
(281), three Jewish (282), and three Christian (283); as noted in
Reliqulm Antiqum, i. 287. Sometimes they varied ; thus Shakespeare
introduces Hercules and. Pompey among the number ; L.L.L.v. 2.
538. Machabn_s, Judas Maccabeas. Godfray, Godfrey of Bouillon.
Arthus, King Arthur.

294. For men, MS. T. has #es=#ees ; which perhaps is better.
9.95. For tennes, as in Thynne, the Trentham MS. has the older

spelling tenttg, which gives the etymology of ' tennis.' Tenetx is the
imperative plural of the verb lenir, and must have been a cry frequently
used in the jeu dt flaume; probably it was used to call attention, like
the modern 'play !' This is the earliest passage in which the word
occurs. ' No one can tell whether he will win or lose a "chace" at
tennis, till the ball has run its course.' Ct*ace is a term 'applied to the
second impact on the floor (or in a gallery of a ball which the opponent
has failed or declined to return ; the value of which is determined by
the nearness of the spot of impact to the end wall. If the opponent,
on both sides being changed, can " better" this stroke (i. e. cause his
ball to rebound nearer the wall) he wins and scores it; if not, it is
scored by the first player ; until it is so decided, the "chace" is a stroke
in abeyance' ; New E. Dict.

806. begete, be gotten, be obtained ; begele gives no sense.
89.8. lyf, life ; not as in 1.86. See I Cot. xiii. I.
880. Cassodare, Cassiodorus. Magnus Aurelius Cassiodorus, born

about A.D. 468, was a st.atesman and author; his chief work being
his Yariarum E1Mslolarum Li#ri X/I, which is six times quoted in
Chaucer's Tale of Melibeus. Gower, in his Conf. Amantis, iii. x91,
quotes this very passage again ; thus-

' Cassiodore in his aprise telleth,
The regne is saul, where pit_ dwelleth.'

I find : ' Pietas est quae regit et celos ' ; Cass. Vat. xi. 4o.
832. assysed, fixed, set ; el. 1. 236. Unless it means assessed, rated ;

a sense which is also found in Gower, viz. in his Confi Amant. i. 5 ;
see the New E. Dict. The passage is a little obscure.

886. ' On account of which mercy should turn aside.'
839. Constantyn, Constantine the Great, Roman emperor from A.D.

3o6 to 337. Eusebius wrote a life of him in four books, which is rather
a panegyric than a biography. The story here told is hardly consistent

*** Kk
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with the facts, as Constantine caused the death of his own son Crispus
and of young Licinius ; as to which Gibbon (c.xviii)remarks that 'the
courtly bishop, who has celebrated in an elaborate work the virtues
and pieties of his hero, observes a prudent silence on the subject of
these tragic events.' In his Conf. Amantis, iii. 192, Gower again says :-

'Thus saide whylom Constantyn :-
What emperour that is enclyn
To pit_ for to be servaunt,
Of al the worldes remenaunt
He is worthy to ben a lord.'

But the particular story about the 'yoJ_ge children' to which Cower
here alludes is given at length in the Conf. Amantls, bk. ii. vol. i.
pp. 266-77. Very briefly, it comes to this. Constantine, while still
a heathen, was afflicted with leprosy. The physicians said he could
only be healed by bathing in the blood of young children. On due
reflection, he preferred to retain his leprosy; whereupon, he was
directed in a vision to apply to pope Silvester, who converted him and
baptised him ; and he was cured of his leprosy when immersed in the
baptismal font. The whole city followed the emperor's example, and
was converted to Christianity. This explains 11.354-5 :--'so that
the dear ones, (converted) from being the hateful ones who hid
formerly been at enmity with Christ,' &c.

863. For debated, MS. T. has deleated, for delated, i.e. deferred ; see
Dilate in the New E. Dict.

380. ' these other Christian princes' ; viz. in particular, Charles VI,
king of France, and Robert Ill, king of Scotland.

393. These interesting lines tell us that blindness befell the poet in
the first year of Henry IV (Sept. 3o, I399--Sept. 29, x4oo) ; and we
gather that the present poem was meant to be his last. As a matter
of fact, he wrote a still later couplet in the following words :--

'Henrici regis annus fuit iLle secundus
Seribere dum cesso, sum quia cecus ego.'

These lines occur in MSS. of his Vox Clamantis ; see Morley, Eng.
Writers, iv. I57. Notwithstanding his infirmity, Gower survived till
the autumn of I4o8 ; and was interred, as is well known, in the church
of St. Mary Overies--now St. Saviour's--in Southwark, towards the
rebuilding of which he had liberally contributed.

It appears that negotiations for peace, both with Scotland and France,
were being prosecuted in the latter part of I399 ; see Wylie, History
of Henry IV, i. 82, 86. It is also probable" that Gower must have
written the ' Praise of Peace' before the death of Richard II in Feb.

14oo , as he makes no allusion to that event, nor to the dangerous
conspiracy against Henry's life in the early part of January. For these
reasons, we may safely date the poem in the end of the year I399.
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V. THOMAS HOCCLEVE: THE LETTER OF CUPID.

This poem is imitated, rather than translated, from the French
poem entitled L'Epistre au Dieu d'Amours, written by Christine de
Pisan in May, 1399; printed in (Euvres Po_tiques de Christine de
Pisan, publi_es par Maurice Roy, ii. 1-27; Soci_t_ des Anciens
Textes Franc#is, I89 I. Hoccleve even rearranges some of the
material; and Dr. Furnivall has printed all the lines of the original
of which the English poet has made use, in the Notes to his edition of
Hoccleve's Works, published for the Early English Text Society, in
x892. It thus appears that the lines of Christine's poem are to be
taken in the following order: I-II6, 537-54, t26-3o, 531-4, 131-
96, 721-5, 259-52o, 32x-5, 27I-4, 387-46o, 643-77, 6o8-23, 559-75,
759-8o0. The fl_llowing stanzas, on the other hand, are wholly
Hoccleve's own: 7x-7, 92-8, 127-33, I41-7, 162-8, 176-89, 267-73,
316-29," 379-434- The last set extends to 56 lines.

Cupid, god of Love, is supposed to write a letter to all lovers, who
are his subjects, reproving men for their slander and ill-treatment of
women, and defending women against all that is alleged against them.
In fact, it is a reply, by Christine de Pisan, to the numerous severe
things that Jean de Meun had said about women in the famous Roman
de la Rose. He is expressly mentioned by name in 1. 281.

I here quote, as a specimen, the first 7 lines of the original,
answering to Hoccleve's first stanza--

Cupido, roy par la grace de lui,
Dieu des amahs, sans aide de nullui,
Regnant en l'air du ciel tres reluisant,
Filz de Venus la deesse poissant,
Sire d'amours et de tous ses obgiez,
A tous vos vrais loiaulx servans subgiez,
Salut, Amour, Familiaxite ! '

5. _Son of the goddess Cithera,' i.e. Venus. Cithera is an alter-
native spelling of Citherea, occurring in the Cambridge and Petworth
MSS. of the Cant. Tales, A 2215. For the construction, see note to
Ch. C. T., F 2o9.

16. Albion. Of course Hoccleve has adapted the poem for English
readers. The original has :--'Sar tous pais se eomplaignent de
France.'

98. I read mat for the sake of the grammar and scansion; the
MSS. have most, bad spelling for most-G the past tense. But moot
occurs, correctly, as the emphatic form of mot, in I. 35. Cf. 1. 4xo.

30. Ms dotk, pray, do ; a common idiom ; see note to C. T., E 7.
37. man, i. e_ ' human being' ; used generally, and inc]uding women.
38. cWhen no word can proceed out of his mouth but such as may

reasonably please any one, it apparently comes from the heart.'
Kk2
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50. ' Has the pot by the handle ' ; i.e. holds it securely.
54. Note the accentuation: 'An_ wom_u.' This accentuation of

words on the latter syllable in rather unlikely cases, is a marked
peculiarity of Hocdeve's verse. Cf. womdn in 1.79,journty in 1. 1o6 ;
axing in 1. I z2, _mr2bds in I. 130. Cf. wommdn in 1. 17o with wdmman
in 1. 174-

71. To here ? to her ? Dr. Furnivall notes that Hoccleve frequently
makes here dissyllabic, when it represents the personal pronoun. Cf.
1. 70 ; and see his Preface, p. xli. The reading ' To hir name yet was
yt no reprefe,' given in Dr. Furnivall's edition from one MS. only,
affords no sense, and will not scan, as name is properly dissyllabic.

90. sounetk in-/o, tends to ; cf. note to C. T., B 3157.
95. 'They procure such assistants as have a double face.' The

accentuation of 2brdcuren on the o was at this time common ; we even
find the form 2broker (see Stratmann).

120-2. wolde... Men wiste, would like men to know.
131. _ Unless he be so far advanced in madness as to spoil all with

open coarseness ; for that, as I suppose, women do not like.'
145. ' Reason follows it so slowly and leisurely.'
184. dishonest, unworthy of honour, blameworthy. Ray gives the

proverb--' it's an ill bird that bewrays its own nest'; and compares
the Greek----r6v o_o_ O_craup_v_*a_,_)L**v.

192. lakken, blame, find fault with ; as in Chaucer.
196. bilewen, lied against ; pp. of bildo#en, A. S. bi_agan.
204. Alluding to Ovid's Reraedz'um Amoris. Cf. Ch. C. T., D 688-

7to.
215. ' They say, it is profitable to consider peril.'
9.25. Rather close to the original French :--

'Et aucuns sont qui iadis en rues las
Furent tenus, mais il sont d'amer las,
Ou par vieillece ou deffaulte de cuer,
Sine veulent plus amer a nul fuer,
Et convenant m'ont de tous poins ny6,
Mo_' et mon fait guerpy et reni_,
Comme mauvais serviteurs et rebeUes.'

257. hen/e, caught ; in tdr daunger, under their control, within their
power.

258. It was thought that one poison would expel another ; see P.
Plowman, C. xxi. I56-8 , and the notes.

272. _ It cannot long abide upon one object.'
281. Jean de Meun, author of the latter and more satirical part of

the famous Roman de la Rose ; see vol. i.
298. ' They are not so void of constancy.' Read cJmtaun¢t.
302. See Ch. Legend of Good Women, 1580.
305. wold, desired ; pp. of ,za'/len ; see note to C.T., B 2615.
309. See Ch. Legend of Good Women, 924 .
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316-29. These two stanzas are wholly original. Hoccleve, re-
membering that the examples of Medea and Dido both occur in
Chaucer's Legend of Good Women, here takes occasion to make an
express reference to that work, which he here calls'my Legende of
Martres.' My refers to Cupid ; Zegend, to Chaucer's title ; and Marlres,
to the Latin titles to some of the Legends. Thus the Legend of Hyp-
sipyle and Medea is entitled--' Incipit Legenda Ysiphile et Medee,
Martirum: Instead of Mar[res, Thynne has the ridiculous reading
Natures, which the editions carefully retain.

857. ' And, had it not been for the devil,' &c.
860. lwr, the serpent. There was a legend that the serpent had the

face of a beautiful virgin. See Ch. C. T., B 360, and note ; P. Plowman,
B. xviii. 335, and note.

879-484. These eight stanzas are all Hoccleve's own.
398. hatgiby to, fortunate for; because it brought about Christ's

incarnation. The allusion is to the oft-quoted sentence--'O felix
culpa, 0 necessarium peccatum Ade,' from the Sarum missal. See
note to P. Plowman, C. viii. 126. Cf. 1. 396.

421. The day of St. Margaret, Virgin and Martyr, was July 20, in the
Latin Church. See the edition of Seinte Marherete, by O. Cockayne,
E.E.T.S., I866.

428. /, i.e. Cupid. This stanza is spoken by Cupid, in his own
character ; cf. I. 43I. In 1.464, he assumes the royal style of we. It
is, moreover, obvious that this stanza would hardly have been approved
of by Christine.

423-6. Imitated from the closing lines of Christine's poem :--

_Donnd en l'alr, en nostre grant palais,
Le jour de May la solempnde feste
Ou les amans nous font mainte requeste,
L'An de grace Mil trois cens quate vins
Et dix et neuf, present dieux et divins,' &c.

It thus appears that ' the lusty month of May,' in 1. 472, is merely
copied from the French; but, to the fortunate circumstance that

Christine gives the exact date of her poem as 1399, we owe the fact
that Hoccleve likewise gives the exact date of his poem as being 14o2.

VI. THOMAS HOCCLEVE: TO THE KING; AND TO
THE KNIGHTS OF THE GARTER.

These two Balades, each of 32 lines, are written in a highly artificial
metre ; for, in each case, the four stanzas of which each consists shew
the same rimes throughout. The riming syllables in Balade t are
-esse, -our, and -alle ; and in Balade 2, are -ante, -aunce, and -ee. A
similar example of metrical arrangement occurs in Chanter's Balade to
Rosemounde.
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2. king, Henry V, as we see from the French title.
8. Justinian ; emperor of Constantinople, A. D. 527--65, whose fame

rests upon the justly celebrated Justinian Code of laws. The reference,
fortunately, is explained by Hoccleve himself, in a longer Balade con-
cerning Sir John Oldcastel, printed in Anglia, v. 23; and again in
Hoceleve's Poems, ed. FurnivaU, p. 8. Hoccleve is praising Justinian's
orthodoxy, to which (as he tells us) Henry V was heir; and the exact
reference is to the following clause in one of Justinian's laws, which is
quoted in full in the margin of the Balade above mentioned ; see
Anglia, v. 28; or Poems, ed. Furnivall, p. I4. 'Nemo clericus vel
militaris, vel cuiuslibet alterius conditionis deride Christiana publice
turbis coadunatis et audientibas tractare conetur,' &c. So that Jus-
tinian's ' devout tenderness in the faith ' was exhibited by repressing
religious discussion ; cf. 1.27. See Gibbon's Roman Empire, ch. 44.

5. the Garter. The noble Order of the Garter was founded by
Edward III on St. George's day, Apr. 23, I349 ; ef- 1. 54.

10. Constantyn. He now proceeds to liken Henry V to Constantine
the Great, who was a great supporter of the church ; see note above,
to Poem no. IV, 1. 339. Cf. Anglia, v. 29 ; or Poems, ed. Furnivall,
p. x5 ; st. 28.

15. doforlh, proceed, continue to do as you have done in the past.
Not a common expression ; see forth in M_tzner.

18. Very characteristic of Hoccleve ; the accents required by the
verse are thrown upon the weak words your and the. But perhaps
your is emphatic. Cf. ful1_ in 1. 2o, d shot#, 21.

80. Hocdeve is dearly urging the King to repress Lollardry.
87. ' God would have it so ; and your allegiance would also have it

so.' This is explained in a sidenote in the margin : ' quia Rex illam
iustissimam partem tenet.' That is, the lords ought to put down heresy,
because their master the king was against it.

41. Your styler your motto ; the famous ' Honi soit qui real y pense.'
Hence shame here means scandal ; but foas to shame is an awkward
expression in this connexion.

47. nuisaunce, annoyance ; referring to heresy ; ef. 1. 50.
52. Sle#i nat this, be not sleepy about this ; a rare construction.
58. norfce ofdistaunce, nurse of debate or strife.
60. ' Variation from the faith would be a damnable thing.'
64. The remark--Cesl taut--instead of the usual word ex#licil,

occurs at the end of several poems by Hoccleve ; see his Poems, ed.
Furnivall, pp. 8, 24, 47, 5l, 57, 58, 6I, 62, 64, &c.

VII. HENRY SCOGAN: A MOI_AL BALADE.

For remarks upon the heading of this poem, see the Introduction.
3. Sende ; that is, he did not come and recite the poem himself.
8. This reminds us of the Knight's appeal : ' Now late us ryde_ and

herkneth what Iseye' ; C.T._ A 855.
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30. to queme, according to your pleasure. _.ueme is here a sub-
stantive; see Stratmann. Cf. to#ay in Chaucer.

49. Taldlk is monosyllabic, as in 1. 57. So also Tldn/dtk, in 1. 59.
51. From James, ii. 17.
56. ' To the honour of your life and the benefit of your soul.'
65. The exclamation shews that Chaucer was then dead.
67. The quotation is inexact ; cir. II. 12o, I2I below. The reference

is to the Wyfof Bathes Tale, D II2! :-

'Yet may they [our eldres] nat biquethe us, for no-thing,
To noon of us hir virtuous living.'

81. Read Think'th ; so also Dry_lh in 1.86 ; Tak'lh in 1. 89.
97. Here the quotation, again from the Wyf of Bathes Tale (D

113I), is very close :-

'For of our eldres may we no-thing clayme
But temporel thing, that man may hurte and mayme.'

100. 'Therefore God is the source of virtuous nobleness.' This

depends on a passage in Boethius, bk. iii. met. 6. 1. 2; see notes to
poem XIV, in vol. i. pp. 553-5.

105. See this poem of Chaucer's in vol. i. p. 392.
143. ful rage, very fierce. But I know of no other example of rage

as an adjective.
146. kalends, the beginning; as in Troll. v. 1634.
150. The passage in Boethius is in Book i. met. 6. II-15. Cf. Cb.

vol. ii. p. x9.

_Nec quaeras auida manu Vernos stringere palmites,
Vuis si libeat frui: Autumno potius sua
Bacchus munera contulit.'

166. From Chaucer, Wyf of Bathes Tale, D I x65 :--

_Thenketh how noble, as seith Valerius,
Was thilke Tullius Hostilius,
That out of povert roos to heigh noblesse.'

And Chaucer found it in Valerius Maximus, iii. 4 ; see vol. v. p. 320.
168. From Chaucer, Monkes Tale, B 3862. But it may be doubted

if Caesar's alleged poverty is an historical fact. Cf. p. 24, I. I28 (above).
174. Read the story of Nero in the Monkes Tale, B 3653 ; that of

Balthasar (Belshazzar) in the same, B 3373 ; and that of Antiochus in
the same, B 3765. Compare the lines in B 38OO-1 :-

For he so sore fil out of his char
That it his limes and his skin to-tar.'

187. ' I should be sorry, ifye choose amiss.'
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VIII. JOHN LYDGATE; COMPLAINT OF THE BLACK
KNIGHT.

There are some excellent notes relative to this poem in Schick's
edition of Lydgate's Tem_le of Gla.s (E. E. T. S.) ; I refer to them
below as ' Schick, T. G.'

4. Bole, Bull. The sun entered Taurus, in the fifteenth century,
just before the middle of April. Hence the phrase Amid /he Bole
refers, not to the first degree of the sign, but (literally) to the middle
of it. The reference must be to May I, when the sun had just passed
a little beyond the middle (or 15th degree) of Taurus.

Even here we trace the influence of Chaucer's translation of the
Romaunt of the Rose ; for which see notes to II. 36, 74 below. Chaucer
reiterates the mention ofAlay, R. R. 49, 5 I, 55, 74, 86; and 11. I and 2
of the present poem answer to R. R. 53-56 :-

'For ther is neither busk ne hay
In May, that it nil shrouded been,
And it with newe leves wreen.'

12. _ilh sein/Johan, with St. John for their security or protection ;
probably suggested by The Compleynt of Mars, 1.9, which opens in a
similar strain ; of. note to C. T., F 596 ; vol. v. p. 385.

15, 16. Compare Rom. Rose (Chaucer's version), 11.94-5.
21. halt, holds, constrains ; the present tense.
22, 23. Compare Rom. Rose (Chaucer's version), I1. ioo-i.
28. Lydgate is fond of calling the sun Tytan; Chaucer has the

name only once ; in Troil. iii. 1464- Lydgate is here thinking of the
passage in the Knightes Tale, A I493-6, about fyry Phelnus. Note
that he is fond of the word_ersaunl ; see I1.358, 59 l, 613 ; cf. Schick,
note to T. G. 328.

33. It is odd that no MS. has the form aplayen ; yet the final n is
required for the metre, or, at any rate, to save an hiatus.

86. Lydgate here copies 1.134 of the English Romaunt of the Rose-
'The river-syde eosteying'--and is a witness to the genuineness of Frag-
ment A of that poem ; as appears more clearly below ; see note to 1.75.
The whole passage seems founded upon the Romaunt ; for this walk
by the river brings him to a2bark (agarden in the Romaunt) enclosed
by a wall that had a small gate in it, It is further obvious that I. 4z is
borrowed from 1. Izz of the Parliament of Foules--' Right of a park
walled with grene stoon.' I may remark here that I have seen a wall
constructed of red sandstone so entirely covered with a very minute
kind of vegetable growth as to present to the eye a bright green
surface.

40. gale ,_tal ; usually called a _iheg in similar poems ; see Rom.
Rose, 5z8, and Schick, note to T. G. 39.

48-49. This stanza answers to Rom. Rose, 11.1o5-8, 78-9.
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52. ceh_red, canopied, over-arched (New E. Dict.).
•5.8-6. Cf. Rom. Rose, I398-14oo.
37. attempre, temperate ; observe that this word occurs in the Rom.

Rose, I. 13t (only three lines above the line quoted in the note to 1. 36),
where the F. text has atremibee.

62. take, take effect, take hold, become set; an early example of
this curious intransitive use of the verb.

68. ' Ready for (men) to shake off the fruit.'
64. Daphne. Cf. Troll. iii. 726 :--' O Phebus, thenk whan Dane

hirselven shette Under the bark, and laurer wew for drede.' And cf.
C. T., A ",o62 ; and Schick, note to T. G. 115.

66. myrre; see Troll. iv. I_38-9.
67. Cf. the mention of laurel, pine, and cedar in Rom. Rose, I313- 4.
68. The resemblance of_ltilbert (Philibert's nut) to Phyllis is acci-

dental, but it was then believed that the connexion was real ; merely
because Vergil has ' Phyllis amat corylos' ; Ecl. vii. 63. Thus Gower
has (Conf. Amant. ii. 30) :-

'And, after Phillis, 5bkiliberd
This tree was called in the yerd '-

and he gives the story of Phyllis and Demophon, saying that Phyllis
hanged herself on a nut-tree. See the Legend of Good Women, 2557.
Pliny alludes to 'the almond-tree whereon ladle Phyllis hanged her-
selfe'; Nat. Hist. xvi. u6 (in Holland's translation). See further in
Schick, note to T. G. 86.

71. hawetlmrn; often mentioned in poems of this period; see
Schick, note to T. G. 505. Cf. XX. 272, p. 369 ; XXIV. 1433, p. 447.

74, 75. The list of trees was evidently suggested by the Rom. Rose ;
see Chaucer's translation, i379-86. Hence the next thing mentioned is
azoell; see the same, ll. 14o9--iI I 1o9-3o. Note that the water was
cold, as in R.R. Il6; under a kill, as in R. R. I14; and ran over
gravel, as in R. R. Iu7, 1556. And then note the same, I417-2o:--

'About the brinkes of thise welles,
And by the stremes over-al dies
S_rang up the gras, as thikke y-set
And softe as any veluet:

It is remarkable that the French original merely has ' Poignoit l'erbe
freschete et drue,' without any mention of so/re or of velu_t. It thus
becomes clear that Lydgate is actually quoting Cttaucer's version.

81. The reading seems to be lustily cam _ringing; it would be
a great improvement to transpose the words, and read cam lustily
sjOringing. Cf. ' Abouten it is gras springing' ; R. R. 1563.

82. Cf. ' That shadwed was with braunches grene'; R. R. 151 I.
87. Nardsus, Narcissus ; introduced as a matter of course, because

he is here mentioned in the Romaunt ; see R. R. 1468 -` Here staff
the faire Narcisus.'
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88. Cu2byde; cf. R. R. 1523--'Wel couthe Love him wreke tho.
And see the same, x6oi-29.

89. Cf. R. R. I6x7--' Hath sowen there of love the seed.'
99.. lMtte, i.e. well of Helicon, most likely ; which Chaucer mixed up

with the Castalian spring on Parnassus; see note to Anelida, x5.
And cf. the Pegasee in C. T., F 207 ; and ' I sleep never on the mount
of Pernaso,' F 72I.

95. Dyane, Diana; see C. T., A 2065-6.
97. his hounde$, his own dogs; not her, as in several MSS. For

see C. T., A 2o67--' his houndes have him caught.'
102. lken$ifheed, pensiveness; common in Lydgate; see Schick,

note to T. G. 2.

103. Cf. _To drinke and fresshe him wel withalle'; R. R. 15I 3.
107-12. Suggested by R. R. 15o7-I6 ; especially 1515--6.
127. ' Of gras andfloures, inde and pers' ; R. R. 67. And compare

I. I26 with R. R. 68.

129. hulfere, holly ; Icel. hulfr, dogwood. Spelt hulwur, huluyr in
the Prompt. Parr. ' The holly is still called in Norfolk hulver, and in
Suffolk hulva' ; Way. Cotgrave has :--' Houx, the holly, holme, or
hulver-tree.' Also ' Petit houx, kneehulver, butchers broom.'

131. MS. P. has of colour; which suggests the reading--' In blakke
and whyte, of colour pale and wan ' ; but this, though a better line,
cannot stand, as it makes the words also of his hewe in 1. 132
superfluous; indeed 1. I_2 then becomes unmeaning.

136. accesse, feverish attack ; see Schick, note to T. G. 358.
131. ure, destiny ; O.F. cur, I.at. augurium ; cf. F. mal-heur. See

1. 3o2 below, and Barbour's Bruce, i. 312.
1.54. among ; so in all the copies ; among as, whilst.
161. ado, to do ; put for at do ; a Northern idiom.
168. awha2Oed, stupefied : see Gloss. in vol. vi. amat, dismayed. Cf.

Schick, note to T. G. 4oi.
169. sitting, suitable ; cf. R. R. 986.
172. grounde (dissyllabic) improves the line; but ground is the

correct form.

176. Here the Ashmole MS. inserts _La compleynt du Chiualier' ;
but wrongly. For see 1. 218.

178. Niobe ; mentioned in Troil. i. 699. So woful Myrre, Troil. iv.
I139.

227. dwste, receptacle ; _eheste of every care' ; Troll. v. I368.
229. Cf. Troil. i. 42o; also Rom. Rose, 4746-5o.
2B3. fro, from being, after being.
250. Daunger; see Schick, note to T. G. i56.
258. Cf. _his arwes., fyle' ; ParL Foul_, _I:_.
260. Male-Boudw, Evil Tongue ; cf. R. R. 7357, &c. ; where Frag-

ment C has 'Wikkid-Tonge,' the F. original has Male Bouche. Cf.
IX. 84 (p. 269). See Schick, note to T. G. I53.

274-6. forjuged and excused only give an assonance, not a rime.
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291. through-girl... _oounde; from C. T., A lolo.
308. _burveyaunce, providence; a reminiscence of the argument in

Troil. iv. 961, &e.
304. god; for thegod; but the article is unnecessary; see Schick,

note to T. G. I32.
305. 'And true men have fallen off the wheel'; i.e. the wheel of

Fortune ; d'. Troil. iv. 6.
880. Palamides, Palamedes. There were two different heroes of

this name. One was the son of Nauplius, king of Euboea, who lost
his life before Troy, by the artifices of Ulysses. It is said that
Ulysses, envious of his fame, forged a letter to him purporting to come
from Priam, and then accused him of treachery; whereupon he was
condemned to be stoned to death. But the reference is rather to
a much later hero, the unsuccessful lover of La bele Isoude. He was
defeated by the celebrated knight Sir Tristram, who made him promise
to resign his pretensions to the lady; a promise which he did not
keep. See Sir T. Malory, Morte Arthure, bk. viii. c. IO, &c.

344. Hercules. See the Monkes Tale, B 3285.
349. Gades, Cadiz; where, according to Guido, Hercules set up

some columns or pillars, to shew that he had come to the end of the
world. There is an extraordinary confusion as to the locality and
maker of these pillars. Lydgate here follows the account in the
Alexander romances, viz. that Alexander set up a pillar of marble in
the furthest end of India (1. 35Q ; on which was inscribed--' Ego
Alexander Philippi Maeedonis post obitum Darii usque ad hunc
loeum expugnando viriliter militaui'; see Alexander and Dindimus,
ed. Skeat, p. 42. Lydgate has confused the two accounts.

354. Copied from Troll. i. 5t8 :--' Of hem that Love list febly for to
avannce ' ; which is preceded by ' he may goon in the daunce' ; see
the next line.

358. Phebus. Cf. ' Whan Phebus dwelled here in this erthe adoun' ;
C. T., H L Lydgate is not, however, referring to the story in the
Manciples Tale, but rather to the hopeless love of Phoebus for
the daughter of Admetus ; for which zee Troil. i. 659-65. Cf. Schick,
note to T. G. Ii2.

865. Piramus. See Legend of Good Women, 724 ; and Schick,
note to T. G. 80.

866. Tristram. See notes to Parl. Foules, 288, and to Rosarnounde,
2o ; and to Temple of Glas, ed. Schick, 1. 7Y-

867. Achilles fell in love with Polyxena, a daughter of Priam,
according to Guido; see note to Book of the Dueh. IO7O; and
Schick, note to T. G. 94- Antonius, Antony ; see Legend of Good
Women, 588.

868. See the Knightes Tale ; but it is a little extraordinary that
Lydgate should instance Paiamon here.

872. Jason ; see Legend of Good Women, 158o. For Theseus, see
the same, 1945 ; and for Enee (Aeneas), the same, 924 •
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379. An interesting allusion, as the story of the false Arcite was
of Chaucer's invention ; see his Anelida.

380. Demo_hon ; already mentioned above, I. 70.
386. Adon, Adonis ; see Troll. iii. 72I ; C. T., A 2224.
390. clwrl, churl ; Vulcan ; cf. C. T., A 2222, and Compl. of Mars.
393. flbOmenes, Hippomenes, the conqueror of Atalanta in the foot-

race; and therefore not'guerdonles.' He is thinking of Meleager,
the unsuccessful lover of the o/her Atalanta, her of Calydon. Chaucer
seems likewise to have confused these stories; see note to Purl.
Foules, 286 ; and cf. C. T., A 2o7o-2.

412. Cf. Book Duch. Ioz4, and my note; and Schick, note to T.G. I69.
419. The correction is obvious. The scribes read iu_ar/yng as

inl_artyng and then made it into two words. Cf. 1. 475. Chaucer has
ju_arlcn, Troil. iv. x566.

458. ' So variable is thy chance ' ; cf. C. T., B xzS, and the note.
461. blent, blinded. Evidently the right reading, for which MS. S.

has blend. This was turned into blyncle, destroying the rime.
462. event, weeneth, weens, supposes, guesses ; he shoots by guess.

Evidently the right word, for which MS. S. has _end. But it was
easily misunderstood, and most MSS. have by _enynge, which pre-
serves the sense, but destroys the rime. Cf. let=lets, in 1. 464.

480. This line resembles 1.229 of the Temple of Gins.
484. For references to similar lines, see Schick, note to T. G. 6o.
488. Patens, Parcae, the Fates ; the form is copied from TroiL v. 3"

Lines 486-9 are reminiscences of Troll. iii. 734 and C. T., A x566.
491. Nature is the deputy of God ; see P. F. 379, and note ; C.T.,

C 20.

512. With the following stanzas compare Chaucer's Complaint to
his Lady, and An Amorous Complaint.

525. ' Out of your mercy and womanliness, charm my sharp wounds.'
554. A stock line of Lydgate's; it occurs twice in the Temple of

Gins, 11.4z4, 8)'9.
574. Here the Knight's Complaint ends.
590. ' Parfourned hath the sonne his ark diurne' ; C. T., E 1795.
596. Cf. ' among yon rowes rede' ; Compl. Mars, z.
597. deaural, gilded, of a golden colour ; see Dent#rate in the

New E. Dict.

• 612. F.s2berus, Hesperus, the evening-st_r, the planet Venus. See
note to Boeth. bk. i. m. 5- 9.

621. Cf. C. T., A 2383, 3389; and Temple of Gins, 1z6-8.
627. ' Venus I mene, the _el-c#illy planete'; Troll. iiL 1257. Cf.

gude-_illy in Burns.
644. ' For thilke love thou haddest to Adoun '; C. T., A zzz4.
647. MS. B. hasJbr z_ery _very, meaning' because I was very weary,'

which is a possible expression ; see Schick, note to T. G. 632 ; but
_eri/X seems better, as otherwise the line is cumbersome.

663..[elou.tye; cf. ParL Foules, _Sz.
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IX. JOHN LYDGATE: THE FLOUR OF CURTESYE.

I know of no MS. copy of this piece.
4. Valentine's day is Feb. 14; cf. Parl. Foules, 3o9-I I.
8. larke ; cir.the song of the bird in Compl. Mars, I3-2I.
20. Ci2bryde, really the same as Venus, but here distinguished ; see

Parl. Foules, _77.
38. Apparently accented as 'Afiror_' ; Ch. has Aur6ra, L. G. W.

774-
49. crara2bess_ at must be cramlMsshed, i.e. constrained painfully,

tortured ; see note to Anelida, XTX(vol. i. p. 535).
62. Imitated from Par1. Foules, 379-89.
75. sursanure; a wound healed outwardly only ; cf. note to C. T.,

F III3.
84. /gale-bout/w, Evil Tongue, Slander; from the Roman de la

Rose. See VIII. 26o above.

96. Boreas, only mentioned by Ch. in his Boethius, bk. i. m. 5- x7,
m. 3. 8.

113. samer-sennt ; imitated from the Book of the Duch. 82I-4.
125. ' To speke of bount_ or of gentilles,' &c. ; T. G. 287.
140. ' To alle hit werkes virtu is hir gyde ' ; C. T., B I64.
158. Alluding to the proverb--' He that hews above his head, the

chips fall in his eye' ; which is a warning to men who attack their
betters. See I. i. 9. 20, and the note (p. 462).

190-3. Policent, Polyxena ; cf. note to VIII. 367. Hdayne, Helen.
Dorig_; see Franldeyns Tale, F 815.

195. Cleopalrt ; see the first legend in the Legend of Good Women.
secret, secret, able to keep secrets ; a praiseworthy attribute ; cf. Parl. of
Foules, 395 ; and Lydgate's Temple of Glas, z94-5 :--

' and mirrour eke was she

Of secrenes, of trouth, of faythfulnes.'

It is obvious that the extraordinary word setrone (see the footnote)
arose from a desire on the part of the scribe to secure a rime for the
name in the next line, which he must have imagined to be An-li-gfne,
in three syllables, with a mute final e ! This turned secret into secrone,
which Thynne probably misread as st/tone, since c and t are alike
in many MSS. But there are no such words as secrone or selrone ; and
secret must be restored, because An-ti-go-ne is a word of four syllables.
We know whence Lydgate obtained his ' white Antigone'; it was
from Troilus, ii. 887, where we find 'fresshe Antigone the whyte.'
Antigone was Criseyde's niece, and was so 'secret' that Pandarus
considered her to be the most fitting person to accompany Criseyde
when she visited Troilus'(TroiL ii. I563), and again when she came to
visit Pandaros himself (iii. 597).

197. Heaer, Esther ; see Book Duch. 987 ; but especially Legend of
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Good Women, 250 : ' Ester, lay thou thy mekenesse al adoun.' Judith ;
cir.Cant. Tales, B 939, 2289, 3761, E 1366.

198. Alceste, Alcestis ; see L. G. W. 432,5It, 518. Marcia Caloun,
Martia, daughter of Cato of Utica ; see note to L. G. W. 252 (vol. iii.
p. 298).

199. Grisilde ; the Griselda of the Clerkes Tale. Again mentioned
by Lydgate in the Temple of Glas, 75, 4o5, and elsewhere ; see Schick's
note to T. G. I. 75.

200, 201. An'adne ; see L. G. W. 268, 2078, &c. Lucrece, Lucretia ;
see the same, 168o; especially L 1691 :--' this Lucresse, that staff at
Rome toun:

203. Penelope ; see note to L. G. W. 252.
9.04. Phyllis, Hipsiphilee ; both in L. G. W. ; 2394, 1368.
206. Canacee; may be either the Canace mentioned in L. G. W.

265, or the heroine of the Squieres Tale ; probably the latter. See
Schick, note to I. I37 of the Temple of Glas.

209. naught, not. falle, stoop, droop ; hence, fail.
211-8. Dido slew herself; see L. G. W.]35I.
214. Medee, Medea; see L.G.W. 158o. But Chaucer does not

there relate how Medea committed any ' outrage.' However, he refers
to her murder of her children in the Cant. Tales, B 72.

216. ' That, while goodness and beauty are both under her dominion,
she makes goodness have always the upper hand.' See 1. 218.

221. Read n'offende, offend not. Probably the MS. had nafende,
which Thynne turned into nefende.

229. It is remarkable how often Lydgate describes his hand as
' quaking' ; see Schick's note to the Temple of Glas, 947. Chaneer's
hand quaked but once ; Troil. iv. I4. Cf. note to XXII. 57 (P. 539).

282. suppryse, undertake, endeavour to do. SujOpryse is from O. F.
sousprendre, for which Godefroy gives the occasional sense 'entre-
prendre.'

284. lose, praise ; out of lose, out of praise, discreditable.
286. Perhaps this means that Chaucer's decease was a very recent

event. Schick proposes to date this piece between I4OOand I4O2.
242. Chaucer invokes Cllo at the beginning of Troilus, bk. ii. (1.8) ;

and Calliope at the beginning ofbk. iii. (I. 45).
281. Cf. Compl. Mars, 13, x4. The metre almost seems to require

an accent on the second syllable of Valent.vn, with suppressed final e ;
but a much more pleasing line, though less regular, can be made by
distributing the pauses artificially thus : Up6n. the d_y of. saint V_ilen.
t#ne. sfnge. The word saint is altogether unemphatic ; of. II. 4, zoo.

257. fetheresynde, blue feathers; possibly with a reference to blue
as being the colour of constancy. Cf.floures inde ; VIII. ,27.

261. The woodbifie is an emblem of constancy, as it clings to its
support ; cir.XX. 485-7.



X. IN COMMENDATION OF OUR LADY. LL. 4-88. 5Ix

X. IN COMMENDATION OF OUR LADY.

4, 5. In 1.4,fereis the Kentish form of'fire.' In L 5, Thynne again
prints fete, but MS. A. has kyre (not a rime), and MS. SI. has were,
which means ' doubt,' and is the right word.

7. For her, we must read his, as in 1.4. The reference is to Love or
Cupid ; see VIII. 354, and the note.

12. Cf. ' O wind, O wind, the weder ginneth clere,' &c. ; Troil. ii. "_.
Observe that Chaucer invokes Clto (Clio) in his next stanza.

22. We may compare this invocation with Chaucer's ABC, and his
introduction to the Second Nonnes Tale; but there is not much
resemblance. Observe the free use of alliteration throughout I1. 22- x4 I.

24. ' O pleasant ever-living one' seems to be meant ; but it is very
obscure. Notice that the excellent Sloane MS. has O lusty lemand
(=leminff), 0 pleasant shining one. Perhaps we should read leminff
for livinff; d. 1. 25.

9.7. Cf. ' Haven of refut ' ; ABC, 14. uAbto range, to arrive at ; see
rive in Halliwell.

28. The five joys of the Virgin are occasionally alluded to. See the
poem on this subject in An Old Eng. Miscellany, ed. Morris, p. 87.
The five joys were (I) at the Annunciation ; (2) when she bore Christ ;
(3) when Christ rose from the dead ; (4) when she saw Him ascend
into heaven ; (5) at her own Assumption into heaven.

80. ' And cheering course, for one to complain to for pity.' Very
obscure.

52. lbra_yne, give to drink ; a usage found in the Vulgate version of
Jer. xxv. 15 : ' Sume calicem.., et2bro2binabis de illo cunctis gentibus.'

56. Cf. magnificence in Ch. Sec. Nonnes Tale, G 5o.
58. put in ibrescrit_ciouno i. e. prescribed, recommended.
60. Cf. ' I flee for socour to thy tente' ; ABC, 41.
64. itinerdrie, a description of the way.
65. bravie, prize, especially in an athletic contest; Lat. brauium,

Gk. BpaB*iov, in I Cor. ix. 24. See note to C. T., D 75.
66. diourn dendrie, daily pay, as of a penny a day; referring to

Matt. xx. _: 'Conventione autem facta cum operariis ex denapqa
diurno.'

68. Laureat cro¢vne, crown of laurel.
69. 2balestre, a wrestling-match ; cf. Troil. v. 304 •
70. lake, fine white linen cloth ; as in C. T., B 2048.
71. citole, harp ; as in C. T., A I959.
78. 'The wedded turtel, with her herte trewe' ; Parl. Foules, 355.
88. flhtbus; here used, in an extraordinary manner, of the Holy

Spirit, as being the spirit of wisdom; perhaps suggested by the
mention of the columbe (or dove) in 1.79-

87. Here Thynne prints dyame/re, but the Sloane MS. corrects him.
88. Feweferes, few companions ; i.e. few equals.
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92, 93. lou_e; cf. F. lou_Oe, an excrescence, fleshy kernel, knot in
wood, lens, knob. It was also a term in jewellery. Littrd has : ' pierre
prdcieuse que la nature n'a pas aehevde. Louise de saphir, loupe de
rubis, certaines parties imparfaites et grossitres qui se trouvent quel-
quefois dans ces pierres.' Hence it is not a very happy epithet, but
Lydgate must have meant it in a good sense, as expressing the
densest portion of a jewel ; hence his ' stable (i. e. firm) as the loupe.'
Similarly he explains ewage as being ' fresshest of visage,' i.e. clearest
in appearance. F-wage was a term applied to a jacinth of the colour
of sea-water; see New E. Dict. and P. Plowman, B. ii. I4; but it is
here described as blue, and must therefore refer to a stone of the colour
of water in a lake.

98. Read MrtJ for the scansion; but it is a bad line. It runs :-
And hdm. recdyvest, wfth. hdrt_., ful trdwe.

99. gladded, gladdened ; referring to the Annunciation.
102. ol_umbred, spread like a shadow ; ' uirtus Ahissimi obumbrabil

tibi' ; Luke, i. 35. This explains to race, which answers to tibi
106. This stanza refers to Christ rather than to Mary; see 1. I12.

But Mary is referred to as the graund on which He built (l. xxx).
107. Cf. Isaiah, xi. I ; Jerem. xxiii. 5.
110. cam, grain ; ' suscitabo Dauid germen iustum' ; Jer. xxiii. 5"

Cf. ' ex semine Dauid uenit Christus ; John, vii. 42.
111. ground; the ground upon which it pleased Him to build. Re-

ferring to Mary.
113. v/y/re, glass; Lat. uitreum. The Virgin was often likened

to glass ; sun-rays 'pass through it, and leave it pure.
114. Tytan, sun; curiously applied. Christ seems to be meant;

see 1. I16. But ray in 1. tI 5 again refers to Mary. Hence, in L II4
(as in 116) we should read Ms for tJty.

118. Sunamy/e, Shunammite ; I.at. Sunamilis, 2 Kings, iv. 25. She
was an emblem of the Virgin, because her son was raised from the
dead.

119. Mesure, moderate, assuage. Margaryle, pearl ; as an epithet
of the Virgin.

121. Ibunical#ome, pomegranate; Pliny has Punicum malum in this
sense; Nat. Hist. xiii. I9.

122. bouk and bean, body and bone ; see .Bauk in the New E. Dict.
123. agnelel, little lamb; not in the New E. Dict., because this

stanza is now first printed.
126. ltabounde, abundant ; of this adj. the New E. Dict. gives two

examples.
128. Cockle, shell ; referring to the shell in which the pearl was sup-

posed to be generated by dew. See note to I. ii. I2. 47, P. 47S.
129. 'O bush unbrent'; C.T., BI658; see the note. fyrles, set

on fire without any fire (i.e. without visible cause).
132. Referring to Gideon's fleece ; Judges, vi. 39.
133. Referring to Aaron's rod that budded ; Heb. ix. 4-
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184. mis_, mystic; cir.' mysty, misEcus,' in Prompt. Parr.
arke, ark; the ark of the covenant.
frrobatik; certainly the right reading (as in MS. S1.), instead of

_robatyf or jbroboJyfe, as in A. and Thynne. The reference is to the
O. F. phrase jbiscine _brobatique, which Godefroy explains as being
a cistern of water, near Solomon's temple, in which the sheep were
washed before being sacrificed. The phrase was borrowed imme-
diately from the Vulgate version of John v. _ : ' Est autem lerosolymis
jbrobatica jbiscina, quae cognominatur hebraice Bethsaida' ; i.e. the
reference is to the well-known pool of Bethesda. The Greek has:
$Ir'L_'_ _rpo_a_t_ KoXv_,iOpa. The etymology is obvious, from Gk.
7rpdflaTov,a sheep. We may translate the phrase by ' sheep-cleansing
pool.' Cotgrave explains it very well ; he has : 'lMsdne lbrobati¢ue,
a pond for the washing of the sheep that were, by the Law, to be
sacrificed.'

135. Aurora, aawn; mentioned in Ch. L.G.W. 774. Cf. 'al the
orient laugheth' ; C.T., A 1494. And cf. ' Th'olyve of pees' ; Parl.
Foules, 181.

186. ' Column, with its base, which bears up (or supports) out of the
abysmal depth.'

187. 'Why could I not be skilful ?'
140. I make up this line as best I can ; the readings are all bad.
Note that, at this point, the MS. copies come to an end, and so does

the alliteration. Poem no. XI is joined on to no. X in Thynne without
any break, but is obviously a different piece, addressed to an earthly
mistress.

Xl. TO MY SOVEKAIN LADY.

1. Imitated from C. T., B 778 : ' I ne have noon English digne,' &c.
Cf. 1.4I. And see the Introduction.

8. ' For if I could sing what I feel in love, I would (gladly do so).'
14. ' I have all my trust in thee.' The scansion is got by grouping

the syllables thus : J'_[y. en v6us. t6ute, m_. fi_lunce. It is a line of
the Lydgate type, in which the first syllable in the normal line,
and the first syllable after the caesura, are Mike dropped.

17. thou knetle, mayst thou knit ; the subj. or optative mood.
91. This quotation is most interesting, being taken from the first line

in ' Merciless Beauty' ; Ch. Minor Poems ; no. XI. Cf. 1. 54.
9,8. it is ; pronounced either as it's or 'l is. The latter sounds better.
2B. The substitution of _'nne for be_nne much improves the line.
on tqberaunce, in hope.
44. in o degree, (being) always in one state.
49. ' Weep for me, if a lover pleases you.'
56. ' So much it grieves to be away from my lady.'
59. ' Now my he_'t has what it wished for.'

*** L1
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64. were, should be, ought to be (subjunctive).
68. go l_e, go and love, learn to love. wker, whether.
77. and also, including. The 'fair' Rosamond is mentioned in P.

Plowman, B. xii. 48 ; which shews that her name was proverbial.
98. ' Embrace me closely with a joyful heart.'
100. ' The ardent hope that pricks my heart, is dead ; the hope--to

gain the love of her whom I desire.'
103. ' And I know well that it is not my fault ; (the fault of me) who

sing for you, as I may, by way of lament at your departure.' O.F.
sai, I know, is a correct form.

107. sad, fixed, resolute, firm, constant.

XII. BALLAD OF GOOD COUNSEL.

7. Cf. Prov. xvii. 20 : ' He that hath a perverse tongue falleth into
mischief.'

18. egui1_olenl , equal in power; used by Hoccleve (New E. Dict.).
16. #eregal, the same as flaregal, fully equal ; Troll. v. 84o.
22. I follow the order of stanzas in MS. H. (Harl. 2251), which is

more complete than any other copy, as it alone contains U. 7I-7. Th.
and Ff. transpose this stanza and the next one.

28. amorous is evidently used as a term of disparagement, i.e.
wanton.'

83. this is ; pronounced as this, as often elsewhere.
40. deslavee, loose, unchaste ; see Gloss. to Chaucer.
45. Accent d_vourour on the first syllable.
60. dissolucioun, dissolute behaviour.
']1-7. InHarl. 225x only. Inl. 7x, readis; theMS, hasin.
73. The missing word is obviously mene, i.e. middling; missed

because the similar word men happened to follow it.
78. #rudent seems here to be used in a bad sense; cf. rood. E.

' knowing.'
86. In the course of I1.86-Io3, Lydgate contrives to mention all the

Nine Worthies except Godfrey of Bouillon ; i. e. he mentions David,
Joshua, Judas Maccabaeus, Hector, Julius Caesar, Alexander, Charles
(Charlemagne), and King Arthur. His other examples are Solomon,
Troilus, Tullius Cicero, Seneca, and Cato ; all well known.

96. Thynne has--' With al Alisaundres.' The word al is needless,
and probably due to repeating the first syllable of Alisaundre.

107. We now come to examples of famous women. He$lre is Esther,
and Griseldes, the Grisildis of Chaucer's Clerkes Tale. Others are
Judith l in the Apocrypha), Polyxena, Penelope, Helen, Medea, Marcia
the daughter of Marcus Cato Uticensis {see note to Legend of Good
Women, 252), and Alcestis. They are all taken from Chaucer;
Esther, Polyxena, Penelope, Helen, ' Marcia Catoun,' are all mentioned
in the ' Balade ' in Legend of Good Women, Prologue, B-text, 249-69 ;
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and Alcestis is the heroine of the same Prologue. The Legend contains
the story of Medea at length ; and Judith is celebrated in the Monkes
Tale. See the similar list in IX. 19o-21o.

110. For Policenes, Ff. has Pen:lops (!) ; but Penelope is mentioned
in 1. xI3. Policenes is right; see 1X. 19o.

115. For Eleynes, the printed editions have the astonishing reading
tfoIynesse, a strange perversion of tteleynes.

121. kerve, cut; suggested by Chaucer's use of forkervetk in the
Manciple's Tale, H 340. This is tolerably certain, as in 1. 129 l-.e
again refers to the same Tale, H 332-4 .

180. Chaucer does not mention Cato ; he merely says--' Thus lerne
children whan that they ben yonge.' Both Chaucer and Lydgate had
no doubt been taught some of the sayings of Dionysius Cato in their
youth ; for see Troil. iii. 293-4- This particular precept occurs in
the third distich in Cato's first book ; i.e. almost at the very beginning.
See note to C.T., H 332 (vol. v. p. 443).

XIII. BEWARE OF DOUBLENESS.

This piece is gently ironical throughout, as, for example, in 11. x5,
23, 31, 39, 47, &c.

80. a&V,abideth, abides, remains, is constant.
3'2 (footnote). The remark in the margin--' Per antifrasim '--simply

means that the text is ironical.

48. lache, defect ; this is Shakespeare's touc,_, in the same sense ;
Troilus and Cressida, iii. 3. I75.

51. sli#er, slippery; A. S. sli#ar; as in XVI. _62. Cf. HF. 2154,
and the note.

55. ' Who can (so) guide their sail as to row their boat with craft.'
Not dearly put. Is there a reference to Wade's boat ? Cf. C.T.,
E 1424, and the note. The irony seems here to be dropped, as in
II. 7I, 79.

75. sys andsink, six and five, a winning throw at hazard; see C.T.,
B 124, and the note. avaunce, get profit, make gain.

77, 78. Here serge seems to mean ' lay a stake upon,' in the game
of hazard ; when, if_he player throws double aces (ambes as), he loses ;
see the note on C.T., B 124 as above ; and see Arabs-Ace in the New
E. Dict. It is amusing to find that Stowe so wholly misunderstood
the text as to print lombes, as (see footnote on p. 293); for lombes
means ' lambs ' !

83. innocence is, I suppose, to be taken ironically ; but the constancy
of Rosamond and Cleopatra is appealed to as being real. For the
ballad of 'Fair Rosamond,' see Percy'.s Reliques of Ancient Poetry.

'Her ehiefest foes did plaine confesse
She was a glorious wight.'

L12
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89, 90. sengle, single, oo-fold, one-fold, as distinct from double.
See the whimsical praise of 'double' things in Hood's Miss Kilman-
segg, in the section entitled ' Her Honeymoon.'

XIV. A BALADE: WARNING MEN, ETC.

6. see at y, see by the outward appearance ; cf. C.T., G 964, Io59.
This Balade resembles no. XIII. Cf. 1. 4 with XIII. 63, 8I.

7. el, eateth, eats. This contracted form evidently best suits the
scansion. The copy in MS. T. had originally erie, mis-spelt for et, with
ettyth written above it, shewing that the old form et was obsolescent.
JEt (eateth) occurs in P. Plowman, C. vii. 431 ; and again, in the same,
B. xv. I75, the MSS. have eet, eteth, cite, with the same sense. ' The
blind eat many fies' is given in Hazlitt's Collection of Proverbs.
Skelton has it, Works, ed. Dyce, i. 213 ; and Hazlitt gives four more
references.

9. geson, scarce, rare, seldom found; see note to P. Plowman, B.
xiii. 27o.

19. Remember to pronounce this is (this 's) as Ibis.
25. A common proverb ; see note to C. T., G 962.
26. ' But ay fortune hath in hir bony galle' ; C.T., B 3537.
29. The proverbial line quoted in T. is here referred to, viz. ' Fallere,

flere, here, tria sunt hec in muliere.' In the margin of the Corpus MS.
of the C.T., opposite D 4o2, is written -_ Fallere, flere, here, dedit
Deus in muliere.' See that passage in the Wife's Preamble.

33. sleight ; pronounced fsleit), riming with bait ; shewing that the
.Oh was by this time a negligible quantity.

36. The reference is to the proverb quoted in the note to C.T.,
B 2297 (vol. v. p. 208) :--

Vento quid leuius ? fulgur ; quid fulgure ? flamma.
Flamma quid ? muller. Quid muliere ? nichil.'

Hence light in 1. 37 should be leit, as it means 'lightning';
whidh explains ' passeth in a throw" i.e. passes away instantly. We
also see that Lydgate's original varied, and must have run thus :--

Aere quid leuius ? fulgur ; quid fulgure ? uentus.
Vento quid ? mulier. Quid muliere ? nichil.'

48. Curiously imitated in the modern song for children :--

' If all the world were paper, And all the sea were ink,
And all the trees were bread and cheese, What skouM we do

for drink ? '
The Baby's Bouquet, p. 26.
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XV. THREE SAYINGS.

(A). 2. Honour, i.e. advancement. The Lat. proverb is--' Honores
mutant mores ' ; on which Ray remarks--' As poverty depresseth and
dehaseth a man's mind, so great place and estate advance and en-
large it, but many times corrupt and puff it up.' outrage, extravagant
self-importance.

XVI. LA BELLE DAME.

1-28. The first four stanzas are original; so also are the four at
the end. These stanzas have seven lines ; the rest have eight.

10. Read called as ¢alrd ; _ell-e and Dam-e are dissyllabic.
11. Aleyn; i.e. Alain Chartier, a French poet and prose writer,

born in t386, who died in 1458. He lived at the court of Charles VI
and Charles VI I, to whom he acted as secretary. Besides La Belle Dame
sans Merci, he wrote several poems ; in one of these, called Le Livre de
Quatre Dames, four ladies bewail the loss of their lovers in the battle
of Agincourt. He also wrote some prose pieces, chiefly satirical ; his
Curial, directed against the vices of the court, was translated by
Caxton. Caxton's translation was printed by him in 1484, and
reprinted by the Early English Text Society in x888. The best
edition of Chartier's works is that by A. Duchesne (Paris, x617) ; a new
edition is much wanted.

45. I here quote the original of this stanza, as it settles the right
reading of 1.47, where some MSS. have eyen or eyn for pen.

'Qui vouldroit mon vouloir contraindre
A ioyeuses choses escrire,
Ma lklume n'y s_jauroit attaindre,
Non feroit ma langue _t les dire.
Ie n'ay bouche qui puisse rite
Que les yeulx ne la desmentissent:
Car le cueur Pen vouldroit desdire

Par les lermes qui des yeulx issent.'

53. The original French is dearer :--

'Je laisse aux amoureulx malades,
Qui ont espoir d'allegement,
Faire chansons, ditz, et ballades.'

65, 66. forcer, casket ; unshel, opened ; _erd, fastened, locked up.
103 (footnote). deedly, inanimate, dull, sleepy ; an unusual use of

the word. Only in Thynne, who seems to be wrong.
105, 106. sam, i. e. some male guests, theirjuges, (apparently) the

ladies who ruled them, whom they wooed ; cf. 1. 137. demure, serious,
grave ; an early example of the word ; of. XX. 459, XXI. 82.
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105. most fresshest, who had most newly arrived ; ' Tels y ot qui
rheure vinrent.'

137. s, vle-maisler, i.e. his mistress who ruled him; cf. her in 1. 139.
145. The right reading is shot, as in Thynne and MS. Ff., which are

usually better authorities than MSS. F. and H. The original has :--

' l'apperceu le trait de ses yeulx
Tout empenn6 d'humbles requestes.'

1_, 15G. mes, dish or course of meats, entremes, ill-spelt entre-
mass in Barbour's Bruce, xvi. 457 ; on which my note is : ' it is the
O.F. entremes, now spelt entremets, [to mark its connection with F.
mettre ; but] mets_ O.F. rues, is the Lat. missum [accusative of
missus], a dish as sent in or served at table (Brachet). An entremes
is a delicacy or side-dish (lit. a between-dish)'; and I added
a reference to the present passage. It is here used ironicaliy.

166. chase, chose ; apparently, a Northern form.
174. apert, as in MS. Ff., is obviously right ; pert, as still in use, is

due to the loss of the former syllable. #revy nor a_ert, neither secretly
nor openly, i.e. in no way ; just as in Ch. C. T., F 53t.

17(k frounter ; answering here, not to O.F. frontier, forehead, but
to O.F. frontiere, front rank of an army, line of battle ; whence the
phrase loire frontiere a, to make an attack upon (Godefroy). So
here, the lady's beauty was exactly calculated to make an attack upon
a lover's heart. Sir F.. Ros has'a frounter for'; he should rather
have written ' a frounter on: The original has :--' Pour loire au cueur
d'amantfrontiere ' ; also garnisan in the preceding line.

182. 'Car ioye triste cueur traueiUe.' Sir R. Ros actually takes
lriste with ioye instead of with cueur. There are several other
instances in which he does not seem to have understood his original.
See below.

184. trayle, trellis-work, or lattice.work, intertwined with pliant
thick-leaved branches; Godefroy has O.F. 'treille, traille, treillis,
treillage'; cf. I. I95. The original has:--' Si m'assis dessoubz tree
treille.' A note explains dessoubz as dem'ere.

198. neer_ nearer ; as in I. 2or. sought, attacked (him).
230. ' Et se par honneur et sans blasme Ie suis vostre.' That is, if

I am yours, with honour to myself But the translator transfers the
worsltiyh, i.e. the honour, to the lady.

259. _Which promised utterly to deprive me of my trust.'
265. OtherormG me or some one else. But the French is :--'Semoy

ou autre vous regarde,' if I or some one else look at you ; which is quite
a different thing.

269-72. Obscure, and perhaps wrong ; the original is :--

' S'aucun blesse autruy d'auenture
Par coulpe de celuy qui blesse o

Quoi qu'il n'en peult mais pax droicture_
Si en a i[ dueil et tristesse.'
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282-3. 'Que peu de chose peult trop plaire
Et vous vous voulez deceuoir.'

300. _It were less harm for one to be sad than two.'
303. Read sor),: ' D 'ung dolent faire deux joyeulx.'
324. rechace, chasing it back, which gives small sense; and the

reading richesse is worse, and will not rime. The French has rackatz=
rood. F. rackat, redemption, ransom ; which has been misunderstood.

340. ' Preuue ses paxolles par oeuure.'
348. their is an error for his (Love's), due to the translator. ' Lors

il [Amour] descouure sa fiend.'

351. 'Tant plus aspre en est la poincture,
Et plus. desplaisant le deffault.'

357. oon, one; i.e. the same. MS. Ff. has _oone, a very early
example of the prefixed sound of _o, as in modern English. See
Zupitza's notes to Guy of Warwick.

893. Something is wrong.. The French is :--' La mesure faulx sem-
blant porte'; meaning (I suppose) moderation has a false appearance.

400. As think, i.e. pray think ; see As in the Gloss. in vol. vi.
443. 'A constrained reward, and a gift offered by way of thanks,

cannot agree'; i.e. are quite different.
449. wanteth, is wanting, is lacking.
468. ' Qui soit donne _ autre office.'
469..' D'assez grant charge se cheuit,' he gets rid of a great respon-

sibility. The translator gives the contrary sense.
506. ' D'en donner _ qui les reffuse.'
509. That He, not Who, should begin the line, is certain by com-

parison with the French :--' I1 ne doit pas cuider rouser.'
514. me mistook, that I mistook myself, that I made a mistake.
519, 520. flrevaylyou, benefit you ; after, according to.
523-4. after-game, return-match, a second game played by one who

has lost the first. I believe 1.524 to mean ' who cannot thoroughly afford
to double his stakes.' To set often means to stake. The French is :--

'Et celuy pert le ieu d'attente
Qui ne scet faire son point double.'

531. it at, they are. This use of ar with it is due to the pl. sb.fan-
tasyes (i.e. vain fancies) immediately following; other counsayl is
equivalent to 'as for any other counsel,' which implies that there are
more alternatives than one.

536. 'Who would like to conduct himself,' i.e. to regulate his
conduct. ' Qui la veuh conduire et ne peult.'

538. Read sure : ' Desespoir le met de sa suite:
555. ' Ne de l'aprendre n'ay-ie cure.'
559. ' Et le deuoir d'amours payer Qui franc cueur a, prisd et droit.'
566. 7"/tat is a mere conjunction; the reading Which alters the

sense, and gives a false meaning.
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583. let, makes as though he knew not ; French, 'scet celler.'
594, 595. Hath set; 'Mettroit enmes maulx fin et terme.' Line

595 should begin with Then rather than Yet, as there is no contrast.
605. ' De tous soit celuy deguerpiz.'
608. or anything at al, &c. ; 'et le bien fait De sa Dame qui l'a

reffait Et ramen_ de mort a vie'; i.e. and the kindness of his Lady,
who has new made him, and brought him back from death to life.
The English follows some different reading, and is obscurely expressed.

614. ' A qui l'en puisse recourir' ; to whom he could have recourse.
But recourir has been read as recavrlr, giving no good sense.

627. The reading kigh is right ; ' Que iamais hault honneur ne chiet.'
634. redaymed, taught to come back ; a term in falconry ; French,

' bien reclamez.' Opposed to kern to withhelde, i.e. to keep them-
selves from coming back.

635. ' Et si bien aprins qu'ils retiennent
A changer d_s qu'ils ont clamez.'

651../bl, foolish ; F.' text, _fol plaisir.'
667. To kave better, to get a better lover. But the sense is wrongly

given. In the French, this clause goes with what fol|ows :--' D'auoir
mieulx ne vous affiez,' i.e. expect to get nothing better.

667. to kave better, to get a better lover.
668. ' Et prenez en gr_ le reffus.'
678. The original shews that ske really refers to Pity, denoted by it

in 1. 67x, not to the Lady herself.
680. ' Et iamais _.bout n'en vendrez.'

706. By; French, De; hence Z,'y should be Of. Read defame of
cruilty, an ill name for cruelty. The mistake is the translator's.

741. Male-boucl_e, Slander ; a name probably taken from the Rom.
de la Rose, 2847 ; called Wikked-lbnge in the English version, 3o27.

750. 2bIayn, (all equally) flat. ' La terre n'est pas toute unie.'
757. be nought, are naughty, are wicked ; as in K. Lear, ii. 4. x36.
788. ' Que si tost mis .en obli a.'
814. avantours, boasters ; see 1.735. F. text, ' venteus'; cf. ' Van-

ttux, vaunting' ; Cotgrave.
817. Refus, i.e. Denial ; personified. ' Reffuz a ses chasteaulx bastiz.'
829. The last four stanzas are original Note the change from the

8-line to the 7-line stanza.

XVII. THE TESTAMENT OF CRESSEID.

This sequel to Chaucer's ' Troilus,' writteh by Robert Henryson of
Dunfermline, is in the Northern dialect of the Scottish Lowlands.
Thynne has not made any special attempt to alter the wording of this
piece, but he frequently modifies the spelling ; printing aa instead of
sa (1. 3), zvhan for quhtn (1. "3), rigkt for ricM (1. 4), and so on.
I follow the Edinburgh edition of x593. See further in the Introduction.
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1. Ant, a ; altered by Thynne to a, throughout.
dooly (Th. doly), doleful, sad ; from the sb. dool, sorrow.
4--6. Here fervent seems to mean 'stormy' or 'severe,' as it

obviously does not mean hot. Discend is used transitively ; can dis-
tend means ' caused to descend.' This is an earlier example than that
from Caxton in the New Eng. Dictionary. An'es dearly means the
influence of Aries, and implies that the sun was in that sign, which it
entered (at that date) about the Izth of March; see vol. iii. p. 188
(footnote). Lent is ' spring ' ; and the Old Germanic method is here
followed, which divided each of the seasons into three months. In
this view, the spring-months were March, April, and May, called, re-
spectively, foreward Lent, midward Lent, and afterward Lent; see
A Student's Pastime, p. 19o. Hence the phrase in middis of/he Lent
does not mean precisely in the middle of the spring, but refers to the
month of April ; indeed, the sun passed out of Aries into Taurus on
the x lth of the month. The date indicated is, accordingly, the first
creek in M2brfl, when the sun was still in Aries, and showers of hail,
with a stormy north wind, were quite seasonable.

10. sy/i/under cure, covered up, (as if) under his care. The verb
/o syle is precisely the mod. E. ceil; which see in the New E. Dict.

12. unto, i.e. over against. The planet Venus, rising in the east,
set her face over against the west, where the sun had set.

20. slu'll, shrill. SMlle occurs as a variant of $chrille in C.T.,
B 4585 ; see scM/in Stratmann.

32. dour (spelt doif in the old edition) is the Northern form of' deaf,'
answering to the IceL daufr; thus a nut without a kernel is called in
the South 'a deaf nut,' but in Scotland ' a douf nit' ; see Jamieson.
For deaf in the senses of_dull ' and 'unproductive,' see the New E.
Dict.

39. cut, curtail; illustrated from Lydgate in the New E. Dict.
42. Read lusty, to avoid the repetition of wortky ; cf. I. 4L It should

have been stated, in the footnotes, that the readings are : E. worthy ;
Th. lusty.

43. Referring to Troll. bk. v. In 1.9z, we are told how Diomede led
Criseyde away. Note particularly that, in 1. 45, Henryson quotes
Chaucer rather closely. Cf. 'For which wel neigh out of my wit
I breyde' ; Troll v. *26z. And cf. 11.47-9 with--' Betwixen hope and
drede his herte lay'; Troll. v. x2o7.

48. QuMll, till. The reading Esflerus in E. is comic enough. Even
Thynne has misread es#erans, and has turned it into es#erous. There
can be little doubt that esfierans here means _hope,' as it is opposed
to wankolbe in the line above. The word was known to Henryson, as
we find, in st. 8 of his Garment of Gude Ladyis : 'Hir slevis suld be of
esykerance, To keip hirfra dislbair.' Cf. L 49.

50. behest, promise; because she had promised to return to Troy
within ten days ; TroiL iv. I595.

68. ttu's uarra_'oun, i.e. the sequel of the story, which he is about
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to tell. He does not tell us whence he derived it, but intimates that
it is a fiction ; I suppose he invented it himself.

74. lybel ofr/fludy, I..at. ' libellum repudii,' as in Matt. xix. 7-
77. 'And, as some say, into the common court' ; i.e. she became

a courtesan.

"18. A-_er-se, i.e. the first letter of the alphabet, standing alone.
A letter that was also a word in itself, as A, or 2",or O, was called
'per se,' because it could stand alone. Of these, the A-Iber-se was
a type of excellence. One of Dunbar's Poems (ed. Small, i. 276)
begins :--' London, thou art of townes A-,Oer-se.'

79. fortunait, the sport of fortune ; oddly used, as it implies that she
was ' an unfortunate.' Cf. L 89.

94. but, without ; and Thynne actually prints without in place of it.
97. qukair, where her father Chalcas (was). He was living among

the Greeks; Troil. i. 80, 87.
106. In the medieval legend, Calchas was not a priest of Venus, but

of Apollo, as Chaucer notes ; see Troll. i. 66--70. So also in Lydgate,
Siege of Troy, bk. ii. c. x7. Henryson probably altered this intention-
ally, because it enabled him to represent Criseyde as reproaching her
father's god ; see II. 124, I34.

129. outwaill, outcast ; one who is chosen out and rejected ; from
the verb wail, wale, to choose. There seems to be no other example
of the word, though Jamieson gives ' oulwailins, leavings, things of
little value.'

140. forlane can hardly mean ' left alone.' If so, it would be a word
invented for the occasion, and improperly formed from lane, which
is itself a docked form of Mane. In all other passages, forlane or

forlain is the pp. of for/iffgen; and the sense of 'defiled' is quite
applicable. And further, it rimes with slane, which means 'slain.'

148. 'And, as it seemed, she heard, where she lay,' &c.
147. The seven planets ; which, in the order of the magnitude of their

orbits, are Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, the Sun, Venus, Mercury, and the
Moon. And to this order the author carefully adheres throughout
II.15I-':'63.

155. fronait, wrinkled ; frounse is the mod. E.flaunce, which formerly
meant ' a pleat '; see frounce, frouncen in Stratmann, and the Gloss.
to Chaucer. Misprintedfrosnit in E.

' His complexion was like lead.' Lead was Saturn's metal; see
C. T., G 828, and the note.

164. That ffyte is the correct reading, is obvious from 11.x78, _5o,
where Thynne has preserved it. It is a Chaucerian word; see the
Glossary in vol. vi. It seems to mean ' mantle.' The Edinburgh printer
altered it to gyis, which is too general a term, at least in 1.260.

182. 'To ward offfrom us the wrath of his father (Saturn).'
198. Compare Ch. C. T., F IO3l--'god and governour Of every

plaunte, herbe, tree, and flour.'
205. Alluding to Phaethon's misguidance of the chariot of the sun ;
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' And that his faders cart amis he dryve' ; Troll. v. 665. Laing prints
unricht ; but omits to say that E. has ut6ri_zit.

211. soyr, sorrel-coloured, reddish-brown ; see Sorrel in my Etym.
Dict.

212-6. The names of the four horses are curiously corrupted from
the names given in Ovid, Met. ii. 153, viz. E6us, A_thon, Pyr6eis, and
Phlegon. As E'ous means ' belonging to the dawn,' we may consider
the words into the Orient, i. e. in the East, as explanatory of the name
Eay; ' called Eoy, (which signifies) in the East.' As to the name of
the last horse, it was obviously meant to take the form P/u'legoney, in
order to rime with sey (sea), and I have therefore restored this form.
The two authorities, E. and Th., give it in the amazing form Philologie
(Plu'lologee), which can only mean ' philology' !

9.81. lauck and weigh are infinitives, but appear to be meant for past
tenses. If so, the former should be leuch ; wei# may answer to the
strong pt. t. wee# in Chaucer A. S. wdo_).

9-46. He seems to be thinking of Chaucer's Doctor of Phisyk ; cir.
Ch. Prol. A 4_5-6 , 439.

254. ' The last of all (in order), and swiftest in her orbit.'
256. Thynne has tafere=to appear; this passage is curiously cited,

in Richardson's Dictionary, in illustration of the sb. la2ber!
261. churl, man ; this is Chaucer's cherl, in Troll. i. Io24. See the

note to that line.
263. na nar, no nearer ; the moon's orbit, being the least, was the

most remote from the outer heaven that enclosed the2brimum mobile.
273. shew, shewed ; but it is false grammar, for the verb to skew (or

s]wzv) was weak. Formed by analogy with blew, grew, /chew ; cf.
few, mew, sew, old strong preterites of row, many, and sow.

290. As Henryson usually refrains from the addition of d syllable at
the caesura, we should probably read injure, not injury; see Troll.
iii. loI8.

297, 298. hyest, i.e. Saturn ; lawest (lowest), i. e. Cynthia.
299. modify, determine, specify ; not here used in the modern sense.
818. Heat and moisture characterised the sanguine temperament

(see vol. v. p. 33) ; coldness and dryness characterised the melancholy
temperament (see P. Plowman, B-text, p. xix). Cf. I. 316.

343. 'With cup and clapper, like a leper.' It was usual for lepers to
carry a cup (for their own use), and a clapper or clap-dish, which was
used in order to give warning of their approach, and also as a recep-
tacle for alms, to prevent actual contact ; cf. I. 479 below. Compare
the following :--

'Coppe and claper he bare...
As he a mesel [l_er] were.'--Sir Tristrem, 3173.

' Than beg her bread with dish and clap' (referring to Criseyde).
Turbervile's Poems : The Lover in utter dispaire.

See further under Clal_er in the New Eng. Dict.
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lazarous is formed as an adj. in -#us from the sb. lazar, a leper;
see 1. 53I.

850. wa, woful ; ' God knows if she was woful enough.'
882. The accent on the second syllable of hosfn'tal was not uncom-

mon; hence its frequent contraction to spitlal or spit/el-house; for
which see I. 39I below.

886. Read bevar or bever (Th. has beuer) ; the reading bawar in
E. gives no sense. I see no connection with Lowl. Sc. bevar, 'one
who is worn out with age,' according to Jamieson, who merely guesses
at the sense, as being perhaps allied to bayard, which he also explains
as 'worn out'; although, if from the F. bayard, it rather means talk-
ative, babbling, or idle. I believe that be'oar hat simply means ' beaver
hat,' formerly used by women as well as by men. Even Dickens
alludes to 'farmer's wives in beaver bonnets,' in Martin Chuzzlewit,
ch. 5. No doubt a beaver hat was, when new, an expensive luxury, as
worn by Chaucer's ' Merchant' (Prol. I. 272) ; but they wore well and
long, and were doubtless gladly used by beggars when cast off by
their original owners.

407. The metre, in II. 407-69, is borrowed from Chaucer's Anelida.
410. blaikni/, is not a derivative of M.E. blak, black, but of M.E.

bldk, bleik, bleak, pallid, cheerless. It is here used in the sense of
' rendered cheerless' ; and bait means ' bare' or' barren.' See blakien
in Stratmann.

418. 'Thy bale is in the growth,' or is sprouting. See Braird, the
first shoots of corn or grass, in the New E. Dict., where two more
examples of this phrase are cited from Henryson.

417. ' With goodly bed, and convenient embroidered bench-covers.'
2_urelie (rood. E. burly, prov. E. bowerly)answers to an A. S. form
bar-lic, i.e. suitable for a lady's bower. This explains why it was
appropriately used as an epithet for a bed. Cf. ' Quhair ane burely
bed was wrocht in that wane'; Rauf Coilyear, 264. Hence 'a burly
knight' was one suitable for a lady's bower, and therefore hand-
some, strong, well-grown, large; and by a degradation of meaning,
huge, corpulent. The changes in sense are curious and instructive.
In the New E. Dict., the etymology is not given. For bene, see bain
in the New E. Dict. ; and for bankouris, see banker.

421. sai#heroun sals, saffron sauce. Saffron and salt were often
used together in medieval cookery; see Two Fifteenth-Century
Cookery Books, ed. Austin (E. E. T.S.). The Glossary to that book
gives the spellings safraun, saferon, saferoun, and sa#heron.

423. This is a very early mention of lawn. It is also mentioned in
st. Io of Lydgate's 'London Lickpeny.'

429. walk, wake. The history of this spelling is not quite clear;
but the I was, in any case, mute ; another spelling is wauk. I suspect
that it originated in the misunderstanding of a symbol. The scribe,
who wished to write wakk, used a symbol resembling lk, where the
l was really the first k, indicated by its down-stroke only. For example,
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the word rokke was (apparently) written rolke. See my article on
Ghost-words; Phil. Soc. Trans. 1885, p. 369.

tak ttle dew, gather May-dew. The old custom of bathing the
face with fresh dew on the 1st of May is referred to in Brand's
Popular Antiquities. He gives an example as late as 1791. See
Pepys' Diary, May 28, x667, May II, I669; where we find that
apt), day in May was then considered suitable for this health-giving
operation.

433. I take on every grane to mean 'in every particular'; cf.
'a grain of sense.' We may also note the Fr. teindre en graine, to
dye in grain, to dye of a fast colour ; and we occasionally find grain
in the sense of ' tint.' Godefroy cites ' ung couvertoer d'une graigne
vermeille'; and 'une manche vermeille, ne s_ay se c'est graine ou
autre taincture.' Grane also means ' groan,' and ' groin,' and ' fork of
a tree' ; but none of these senses suit.

488. ' Take this leper-lodge in place of thy stately bower.'
450. In I. 407, we have so# of sorraw, i.e. sop, or sup, of sorrow.

So here sowflit in syte, sopped, or drenched, in sorrow ; an expression
which Jamieson illustrates from Holland's Houlate, i. 4, and Douglas's
Vergil, prologue to Book viii, I. 5.

468. This expression is imitated from Chaucer's Boethius, bk. iii. pr.
6. 3--'0 glorie, glorie, thou art nothing elles but a greet sweller of
eres !' See note to I. it. 8. 68 (p. 472).

480. leir (Th. lerne) ; surely miscopied from 1.479. Read live.
490. li_er seems to be used collectively ; so also in 1. 494-
492. shuik cotgibis, shook their cups ; it implies that they waved them

aloft, to attract attention. They also used their clappers.
501. #ly, plight. I know of no other example of #ly in this sense ;

but #ly (usually, a fold) and lkligM (incorrect spelling of M. E. fllyte) are
closely related ; the former represents Lat. #licitum, the latter, Lat.
#lici/a; from #licare, to fold (whence E. #ly, verb, to bend).

541. ' With many a sorrowful cry and cold or sad (cry of) O hone !'
Here caid,=sad ; and Ochane is the Irish and Scotch cry of O/tone !
or Ock hone I See 0 hone in the Century Dict., s.v.O.

548. will of wane, lit. wild of weening, "at a loss what to do. gee
Gloss. to Barbour's Bruce, s. v. Will.

550. 'And climbed so high upon the fickle wheel' (of Fortune). Cf.
Troil. iv. 6, I I.

567. ' For they (women) are as constant as a weathercock in the
wind.' Cf. ' unsad., and chaunging as a vane' ; Ch. C.T., E 995.

588. wellis, streams, rills ; as in Book Duch. i6o.
589. brocke and belt; Criseyde gave Diomede the brooch she had

received from Troilus; see Troll. v. I66I, 1669, I688. The belt is
Henryson's addition.

600. ' His heart was ready to burst.'
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XVIII. THE CUCKOO AND THE NIGHTINGALE.

In this piece, the final -e is much used as forming a distinct
syllable ; indeed, more freely than in Chaucer.

1, 2. Quoted from the Knightes Tale, A 1785-6.
4. The word of is inserted in Th., Ff. and S., and seems to be right;

but as hy-e should be two syllables, perhaps the words And of were
rapidly pronounced, in the time of a single syllable. Or omit And.

11-5. The lines of this stanza are wrongly arranged in Thynne, and
in every printed edition except the present one; i.e. the lines 12
and 13 are transposed. But as the rime-formula is aabba, it is easy to
see that su2ff'yse,dcvyse, agryse rime together on the one hand, and
nyce, vyce, on the other. The pronunciation su_ce is comparatively
modern ; in Chaucer, the suffix -yse was pronounced with a voiced s,
i.e. as z. Note the rimes devyse, st_yse in the Book of the Dueh.
9oI-_;su_'yse, _yse, devyse, in the C.T., B 3648-9; &c. The
MSS. Ff., F., and B. all give the right arrangement.

18. _vhom him lyheth, him whom it pleases him (to gladden or
sadden).

20, 28. May; cir. Troll. ii. 5o-63; Rom. Rose, 51-2, 74-6, 85-6;
Legend of Good Women, Io8; C.T., A 15oo-2.

86. off cling, from experience. Slkek-e is dissyllabic.
89. hoot, hot, i.e. 'hopeful; cold, full of despair; acces, feverish

attack, as in Troll. ii. 1315, x543, 1578.
41. fevers _vkyte, feverish attacks (of love) that turn men pale ; the

same as blaunchefevere in Troll. i. 916 ; see note to that line.
48. a comune tale, a common saying. As a fact, one would expect

to hear the cuckoo first. Prof. Newton, in his Dict. of Birds, says of
the cuckoo, that it ' crosses the Mediterranean from its winter-quarters
in Africa at the end of March or beginning of April. Its arrival
is at once proclaimed by the peculiar ... cry of the cock.' Of the
nightingale he says--' if the appearance of truth is to be regarded, it
is dangerous to introduce a nightingale as singing in England before
the 15th of April or after the xsth of June.'

As the change of style makes a difference of 12 days, this Isth of
April corresponds to the 3rd of April in the time of Chaucer. It is
remarkable that Hazlitt, in his Proverbs, p. 305, gives the following :
--' On the third of April, comes in the cuckoo and the nightingale ' ;
which may once have been correct as regards the latter. Hazlitt also
says that, in Sussex, the t4th of April is supposed to be ' first cuckoo-
day' ; whereas it would better apply to th4 nightingale. And again,
another proverb says (p. 38o) -` The nightingale and the cuckoo sing
both in one month.' It is clear that, whatever the facts may be, our
ancestors had a notion that these birds arrived nearly at the same
time, and attached some importance, by way of augury, to the
possibility of hearing the nightingale first. They must frequently
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have been disappointed. See Milton's sonnet, as quoted in the
Introduction.

54. of, during ; exactly as in 1. 42.
62. Read inne, the adverbial form ; for the sake of the grammar and

scansion. See Inne in the Gloss. in vol. vi. p. I35. been gives a false
rime to gren-e and sen-e ; shewing that grene and sene are here mono-
syllabic (really green and seen), instead of being dissyllabic, as in
Chaucer. Sene is the adj., meaning visible, not the pp., which then
took the form seyn.

70. For began, which is singular, substitute the pl. form begonne.
to don hit houres, to sing their matins, &c. ; referring to the canoni-
cal hours of church-service. Bell has the reading to don honoures,
for which there is no early authority. Morris unluckily adopts the
meaningless reading found in MSS. F. and B.

71. 'They knew that service all by rote,' i.e. by heart. Bell
actually explains rote as a hurdy-gurdy; as to which see Rote (in
senses 2 and 3) in the Gloss. in vol. vi. p. _I8.

80. Feverere seems to have been pronounced Fez/rot'. Surely it
must be right. Yet all the MSS. (except T.) actually have Mardw
(written Mars in Ff.), followed by ulbon , not on. Even Th. and T.
have ulbon , not on; but it ruins the scansion, unless we adopt the
reading March. It looks as if the author really did write Alarche !

82, 88. ran, man, for ran, man, are peculiar. As such forms occur
in Myrc and Audelay (both Shropshire authors) and in Robert of
Gloucester, they are perfectly consistent with the supposition that they
are due to Clanvowe's connection with Herefordshire.

87. s'wow, swoon; cf. Book Duch. :_I5.
90. As bridis a monosyllable (cf. 11.zi2, z6o, z7o, 270, it is neces-

saxy to make le_-ed-e a trisyllable ; as also in 1. IO3. But it becomes
low'de in 11.5o, 94. Chaucer has/ew-ed, P. F. 616, &c.

105. him ; the cuckoo is male, but the nightingale, by way of con-
trash is supposed to be female.

118. #/ayn, simple, having simple notes ; cf. ' the plain-song cuckoo,'
Mids. Nt. Dr. iii. x. x34.

119. crakel, ' trill or quaver in singing; used in contempt' ; HowE.
Dict.

124. I seems to be strongly accented. It is a pity that there is no
authority for inserting For before it. Otherwise, read Ihav-&

In Old French, ocioci, represented the cry of the nightingale ; Gode-
froy gives examples from Raoul de Houdenc, Froissart, and Des-
champs. Moreover, oct" was also the imperative of the O.F. verb
ccitt, to kill ; with which it is here intentionally confused. Accordingly,
the nightingale retorts that oci means ' kill ! kill !' with reference to
the enemies of love.

185. grede, exclaim, cry out. Not used by Chaucer, though found
in most dialects of Middle-English. Clanvowe may have heard
it in Herefordshire, as it occurs in Langland, Layamon, Robert of
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Gloucester, and in the Coventry Mysteries, and must have been
known in the west. But it was once a very common word. From
A.S. gr_dan.

137. to-drawe, drawn asunder ; cf. Havelok, 2ooi ; Will. of Palerne,
I564.

140. yok, yoke; cf. Ch. C.T., E II3, 1285.
142. unthryve, become unsuccessful, meet with ill luck. A very rare

word ; but it also occurs in the Cursor Mundi (Fairfax MS.), 1. 945o,
where it is said of Adam that ' his wyf made him to unthryve:

146. The first syllable of the line is deficient. Accent W'Aiat
strongly. Cf. I53-8 below.

1,51. The sentiment that love teaches all goodness, is common at
this time ; see Schick's note to Lydgate's Temple of Glas, L45o.

1.52. The true reading is doubtful.
153-8. Here the author produces a considerable metrical effect,

by beginning all of these lines with a strong accent. There are three
such consecutive lines in the Wyf of Bathes Tale, D 869-71. Cf.
11.16I, 232, 242, 252 , 26I, 265,268, 27o, 278.

180. Bell and Morris read haire, without authority, and Bell explains
it by ' he may full soon have the ]lair (!) which belongs to age, soil.,
grey hair, said to be produced by anxiety.' But the M.E. form of
' hair' is keer, which will not give a true rime; and the word keyr
represents the rood. E. heir. As the /t was not sounded, it is also
written eir (as in MS. T.) and a*'r (as in MS. S.). The sense is--' For
he who gets a little bliss of love may very soon find that his heir has
come of age, unless he is always devoted to it.' This is a mild joke,
signifying that he will soon find himself insecure, like one whose heir
or successor has come of age, and whose inheritance is threatened.
On the other hand, ' to have one's hair of age' is wholly without sense.
Compare the next note.

185. _And then you shall be called as/" am.' I.e. your loved one
will forsake you, and you will be called a cuckold. This remark is
founded on the fact that the O. F. coucou or cocu had the double sense
of cuckoo and cuckold. See cocu in Littr_. This explains 1. I86..

9.01-.5. Bell, by an oversight, omits this stanza.
9.03. This reading (from the best MS., viz. Ff.) is much the best.

The sense is--' And whom he hits he knows not, or whom he misses' ;
because he is blind.

216-25. All the early printed editions crush these two stanzas into
one, by omitting 11.217-9, and 224-5, and altering thaugMe me (1.223)
to me aloon. This is much inferior to the text.

9.37. leve, believe ; yet all the authorities but S. have the reading
lane! Cf. 1. 238.

9.43. dayexye, daisy. Cf. Legend of Good Women, I82-7, 2Ol-2, 211.
9.66. Fe zviten is the right reading ; turned into ye knewe in F. and

B. The old printed editions actually read Z'/_e¢uckowe !
9.67. A syllable seems lacking after l; such lines axe common in
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Lydgate. The readingy-chidwould renderthelinecomplete;or we
may readhav-_,asperhapsinI.124.
275.An obviousallusiontoChaucer'sParlementofFoules,inwhich

he gives_theroyalegle'thefirstplace(I.33o).
284. The quene;queen Joan ofNavarre,secondwifeofHenry IV,

who receivedthemanor ofWoodstock aspartofher dower.
285.lay,lea;nota common word inM. E. poetry,thoughoccurring

inP.Plowman. The parliamentofbirdsrequireda largeopen space.
889.Terme :duringthe wholeterm ofmy life; cf.C.T.,G 1479.

XlX. ENVOY TO ALISON.

1. l_de book, unlearned book. It is not known to what book this
refers. It has nothing to do with the preceding poem. My guess, in
vol. i. p. 4o, that this piece might be Hoccleve's, is quite untenable.
His pieces are all known, and the metrical form is of later date. See
the next note.

11. Too long; perhaps servant should be struck out. So in I. t 3 we
could spare the word Ms. But 11.17_ I8, x9, 20, are all of an uncon-
scionable length.

22-7. I believe I was the first to detect the obvious acrostic on the

name of Alison ; see vol. i. p. 4o. The sense of 11.25-6 (which are
forced and poor) is--' I beseech (you) of your grace, let your writing
(in reply) alleviate the sighs which I pour out in silence.'

XX. THE FLOWER AND THE LEAF.

I give numerous references below to ' A. L.', i.e. the Assembly of
Ladies, printed at p. 38o. The two poems have much in common.

1-2. Imitated from C. T., F 67I ; see note in vol. v. p. 386.
8. Bolt, Bull, Taurus. The sun then entered Taurus about the

middle of April ; hence the allusion to April showers in 1.4. Compare
the opening lines of Chanter's Prologue. But we learn, from 1.437,
that it was already May. Hence the sun had reallyrun half its course
in Taurus. cerleinly ; used at the end of the line, as in A. L. 85.

10. z,ery flood; this adverbial use of very is noticeable ; of. 11.35,
315, 4o9, and A. L. 479. I believe Chaucer never uses very to qualify
an adjective. It occurs, however, in Lydgate.

20. Cf. ' more at iu_les est' ; A. L. 672.
25. Cf. 'at a#ring_ng ofttte day' ; A.L. 2x8.
28. Cf. _That ye wold help me on with myn aray' ; A. L. 24I.
27-8. This rime oflba3se with _va$ occurs again below (x 14-6) ; and

in A. L. 436--8.
80. Chaucer has be'w-/_, _w-_ ; but here Aew, new rime with the

pt. t. grew. So, in A. L. 65-8, hew, new rime with the pt. t. knew.
*** Mm
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81-2. Copied from the Book of the Duch. 419-2o :--

_And every' tree stood by him-selve
Fro other wel ten foot or twelve.'

35. ' The young leaves of the oak, when they first burst from the bud_
are of a red, cinereous colour ' ; Bell.

37. Cf. ' this proces for to here' ; A. L. 27. And again, ' pitous/br
lo_ere'; A.L. 718.

30--42. This seems to be a direct allusion to the Cuckoo and the

Nightingale, ll. 52-4 :--

' I wolde go sore whider to assay
If that I might a nightingale here ;
For yet had I non herd of al this yere:

43-5. From the Book of the Duch. 398-4oi :--

_Doun by a floury grene wente
Ful thikke of gras, ful softe and swete, . . .
And li/el used, it semed thvs.'

Cf. A. L. 47 ; 'into a strait passage,' and the context.
47. ;barde ; a petty oath (being in French), such as a female writer

might use ; so in A. L. 753.
49, 50. For the berber and benches, see A. L. 48-9 ; also L G. W.

203- * For the phrase wely-_vrought, see A. L. 165,
53. Bell and Morris read wool, which is obviously right ; but neither

of them mention the fact that both Speght's editions have wel; and
there is no other authority I Clearly, Speght's MS. had wol, which he
misread as wel.

56. eglantere, eglantine, sweet-brlar. Entered under ezlalere in the
New E. Dict., though the earlier quotations, in 1387 and 1459, have
eglentere. I find no authority for the form eglatere except Speght's
misprint in this line, which he corrects in L 8o below. Tennyson's
eglatere (Dirge, 23) is clearly borrowed from this very line.

58. by mesure ; a tag which reappears in A. L. 8I.
59. by andby ; another tag, for which see A. L. 87, 717.
60. Iyou ensure; yet another tag; see 1. 457, and A. L. 52, I99,

495, 517.
62. The final e in2beyn-e is suppressed ; so in A. L. 359, 416.
68. Cf. *And as they sought hem-self thus to and fro ' ; A.L. 43.
75. Here esl_yed rimes with syde, wyde ; in A. L. 193, it rimes with

asyde and gyde.
89, The goldflndt is afterwards opposed to the nigMingale. Hence

he replaces the cuckoo in the poem of the Cuckoo and Nightingale.
Just as the Cuckoo and Nightingale represent the faithless and the
constant, so the goldfinch and the nightingale are attached, respectively,
to the bright Flower and the long-lasting Leaf. This is explicitly said
below ; see 11.43% 444-
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98. in/his wyse ; appears also at the end of a line in A.L. 589 ; el.
in her gyse, A. L. 6o3 ; in ful 2bi/aus wyse, A. L. 584 ; in no manet
wyse, A. L. 605.

99, 100. These lines correspond to the Cuckoo and Nightingale,
98-*o0.

118. in/y gree/, extremely great; cf. in/y/air, A. L. 515.
115. ' Ye wold it ehinke a very _baradyse' ; A.L. 168.
118. Better Iset me doun, as in A. L. 77.
121. 'Withouten sleep, withouten mete or drinke'; L.G.W. 177

(note the context).
134. Here begins the description of the adherents of the Leaf,

extending to 1. 322, including the Nine Worthies, 11. 239-94. The
reader must carefully bear in mind that the followers of the Leaf are
clad in white (not in green, as we should now expect), though the nine
Worthies are crowned with green laurel, and all the company gather
under a huge Laurel-tree (l. 3o4). On the other hand the followers of
the Flower, shortly described in 11. 323-5o, are clad in green, though
wearing chaplets of white and red flowers ; for green was formerly an
emblem of inconstancy.

137. Cf. 'to say you very rigA/' ; A.L. 750.
144. oon andoon, every one of them. This phrase is rare in Chaucer;

it seems only to occur once, in C. T., A 679 ; but see A.L. 368, 543,
71o.

146. _urfll occurs in A. L. 87, in the same line with by and by ; and
in A. L. 522-4, we find colour, sleves, and#urfyl close together.

148. Cf. ' With gre/e 2#erles, ful fyne and orient' ; A.L. 528. For
diamamls, see A. L. 530.

150. Borrowed from Chaucer, Parl. Foules, 287: 'of whiche the
name I wante.' Hence wante, i.e. lack, is the right reading. The
rime is imperfect.

155. The missing word is not branches, as suggested by Sir H.
Nicolas, nor floures, as suggested by Morris, but /eves; as the
company of/he Leaf is being described ; cf. I. 259. The epithetsfresk
and grene are very suitable. The leaves were of laurel, woodbine,
and agnus-cas/us.

160. For were read ware; see ll. 267, 379, 335, 340; the sense is
wore. Chaucer's form is wered, as the verb was originally weak;
Gower and Lydgate also use the form wered. The present is perhaps
one of the earliest examples of the strong form of this preterite.

axnus-caslus ; ' from Gk. _yvog, the name of the tree, confused with
dVv6r, chaste, whence the second word Lat. castus, chaste. A tree,
species of Vitex (/I. Agnus Ca./us), once believed to be a preservative
of chastity, called also Chaste-tree and Abraham's Balm'; New E.
Dict. The same Dict. quotes from Trevisa: ' The herbe agnus-eastus
is alwaye grene, and the flowre therof is namly callyd Agnus Castus,
for wyth smelle and vse it makyth men chaste as a lombe.'

168. For But Morris reads And, which is simpler.
Mm2
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164. oon, one. She was the goddess Diana (see I. 472), or the Lady
of the Leaf,

171. Cf. ' That to beholde it was a greet plesaunce' ; A. L. 59-
172. Cf. ' though it were for a king' ; A.L. 158.
177-8. Speght has Suse /e foyle de vert moy in 1. 177, and Seen el

monjoly cuer en dor_ny in 1. 178. I see little good in guessing what
it ought to be ; so I leave it alone, merely correcting Suse andfoyle to
Sus andfoyl; as the O. F.foil was masculine.

Bell alters de ver/to devers, and for Seen puts Son ; and supplies
est after cuer ; but it all gives no sense when it is done. We should
have to read Sus le foyl devers moy sled, e/monjoli cuer est endo_md;
sit down upon the foliage before me, and my merry heart has gone to
sleep. Which can hardly be right. The Assembly of Ladies has the
same peculiarity, of presenting unintelligible scraps of French to the
bewildered reader.

180. smal, high, treble; chiefly valuable for explaining the same
word in Chaucer's Balade to Rosemounde.

188-9. A parallel passage occurs in A. L. 384-5.
201. the largewones, the spacious dwellings ; cf. Ch. C. T., D 2Io 5.
202. Speght has Pretir, an obvious error for Prester. The authoress

may easily have obtained her knowledge of Prester John from a MS.
of MandeviUe's Travels ; see cap. 27 of that work. And see Yule's
edition of Marco Polo. He was, according to Mandeville, one of the
greatest potentates of Asia, next to the Great Khan.

209. cereal ; borrowed from Chaucer :--' A coroune of a grene ook
cerfal'; C.T., A 229o. And Chaucer took it from Boccaccio; see
note in vol. v. p. 87.

210. trum2bets, i.e. trumpeters; as several times in Shakespeare.
Cf. 1.2t3.

212. tar/arium, thin silk from Tartary. Fully explained in my note
to P. Plowman, C. xvii. 299 (B. xv. 163) , and in the Glossary to the
same. be/e, lit. beaten ; hence, adorned with beaten gold ; see note to
C. T., A 978 (vol. v. p. 64). were, (all of which) were ; hence the plural.

213. Read/,ere, as in i. 223 ; A.S. b_ron, pt. t. pl.
220. kinges of armes, kings-at-arms ; who presided over colleges of

heralds. Sir David Lyndsay was Lord Lion king-at-arms.
224. Cf. _Set with sajO_yrs' ; A.L. 480.
2"d8. vel-u-et is trisyllabic ; as in The Black Knight, 8o.
984. ' And certainly, they had nothing to learn as to how they should

place the armour upon them.'
288. in sut G in their master's livery.
240. The celebrated Nine Worthies; see notes to IV. 28t, XII. 86.
24.q. Cf. ' and furred wel with gray ' ; A.L. 3o5.
252. iwnshmen, youths mounted on horseback, who attended their

lords. See numerous quotations for this word in A Student's Pastime_
§§ 264, 272, 415-8. Each of them is called a child, 1. 259.

253. For every on, it is absolutely necessary to read tke first u_Oon;
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for the sense. Each of the nine worthies had three henchmen ; of these
three, the first bore his helmet, the second his shield, and the third
his spear.

257. Bell and Morris alter nekke to bakke ; but wrongly. The shields
were carried by help of a strap which passed round the neck and over
the shoulders; called in Old French a guige. The convenience of
this arrangement is obvious. See note to C.T., A 25o4 (vol. v. p. 88).

272. In Lydgate's Temple of Glas, 5o8, we are told that hawthorn-
leaves do not fade ; see I1.55t-3 below.

274. Read kors, not korses ; burs is the true plural ; see 1. 293.
275. Cf. ' tromfles, that.., blowen blady sounes '; C. T., A 25I I-2.
286-7. 'That to beholde it _oas agreet _O/esaunce' ; A. L. 59. And

again--' Iyou ensure'; A. L. 52.
289. I.e. the Nine Worthies ; see II. 240, _49.
293. The reading nintk (as in Speght) is an absurd error for nine ;

yet no one has hitherto corrected it. How could the ninth man alight
from tAeir korses ? The ' remnant ' were the twenty-seven henchmen
and the other knights.

295. Cf. ' See how tAe), come togider, t_vain and twain ' ; A.L. 350.
302. Cf. ' Fulwomanly she gave me,' &c. ; A.L. 196.
805. ' Laden with leaves, with boughs of great breadth.'
328. Here begins the description of the company of the Flower.

They were clad in green.
330. Cf. ' Her gown was welembrauded'; A.L. 85.
848. bargaret, a pastoral ; a rustic song and dance ; O.F. bergerete,

from berger, a shepherd. Godefroy notes that they were in special
vogue at Easter.

3,50. We have here the refrain of a popular French pastoral. Wanou
suggests it may have been Froissart's ; but the refrain of Froissart's
Ballade de la Marguerite happens to be different : ' Sur toutes flours
j'aime la margherite'; see Spec. of O. French, ed. Toynbee, p. 302.
In fact, Warton proceeds to remark, that ' it was common in France to
give the title of Marguerites to studied panegyrics and flowery
compositions of every kind.' It is quite impossible to say if a special
compliment is intended ; most likely, the authoress thought of nothing
of the kind. She again mentions taargare/tes in A. L. 57-

851. in-fete, together; very common at the end of a line, as in
IL384, 450 ; A.L. 407, 469, 546, 602, 7I 9.

869. witAouten fail ; this tag recurs in A.L. 567,646_ in the form
witkoulen any fail; and, unaltered, in A. L. t88, 537.

878. Those in white, the party of the Leaf.
379. non, one of those in green; this was queen Flora ; see I. 534.
403. Bell thinks this corrupt. I think it means, that, before engag-

ing with them in jousts in a friendly manner, they procured some logs
of wood and thoroughly dried them. Hence 2"_ make Mrjust_s-_in
order to joust with them afterwards.

410. ' Quickly anointing the sick, wherever they went,'
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417. for arty thing, in any case, whatever might happen ; d. C. T., A
276, and the note (vol. v. p. 3o).

427. ' For nothing was lacking that ought to belong to him.'
4.50. Here the story ends, and the telling of the moral begins.
457. The meeting with a ' fair lady' was convenient, as she wanted

information. In the Assembly of Ladies, this simple device is resorted
to repeatedly ; see 11.79, x91, 26o, 4oo.

459. We findful d2mure at the end of A. L. 82.
462, 467. My daughter ; this assumes that the author was a female ;

so in 1L 5oo, 547 ; and in A. L. throughout.
475. Referring to 1. 173 ; so 1. 47;' refers to 1. 16o; 1. 479, to 1. I58.
493. some matter way, some kind of way; cf. what maner way,

A. L. 234.
502. Refers to I1. 24o, 249. With L 5IO, cf. C. T., A 1o27.
812. Speght prints howe, for boughes ; but the meaning is certain,

as the reference is to II. 27o-i. Bows are not made of laurel ; yet
Dryden fell into the trap, and actually wrote as follows :-

'Who bear the bows were knights in Arthur's reign;
Twelve they, and twelve the peers of Charlemagne;
For bows the strength of brawny arms imply,
Emblems of valour and of victory.'

This is probably the only instance, even in poetry, of knights being
armed with bows and arrows.

515. For the knights of Arthur's round table, see Malory's Morte
Arthure.

516. Douse_eres ; les douze#ers, the twelve peers of Charlemagne,
including Roland, Oliver, Ogler the Dane, Otuel) Ferumbras, the
traitor Ganelon, and others. The names vary.

520. in hit tyme, formerly, in their day ; shewing that the institution
of the Knights of the Garter on April 23, I349, by Edward 11I, was
anything but a recent event.

530. I.e. ' Witness him of Rome, who was the founder of knight-
hood.' Alluding to Julius C_esar, to whom was decreed by the senate
the right of wearing a laurel-crown ; Dryden mentions him by name.

550. Cf. ' De mieula: en mieula" ' ; Temple of Glas, 3 IO.
551-6. Apparently imitated from The Temple of Glas, 5o3-I6.
567. Cf. 'We thanked her in our most humble wyse'; A.L. 729.
580. Male-Bouche, Slander; borrowed from the Kom. de la Rose.

See note above, to VIII. 26o.
589. Cf. 'to#ut it in wryting'; A. L. 664"; ' she#ut it in wryting' ;

A. L. 629.
590. I.e. in the hope that it will be patronised.
591. Cf. ' As for this book' ; A.L. (last stanza}.
59'2. 'How darest thou thrust thyself among the throng?' i.e. enter

into contest. Cf. ' In suyeh materys to l_utte mysyl_ in _ree$';
Lydgate, Settees of Philosophers, ed. Steele, 1. 555"
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XXI. THE ASSEMBLY OF LADIES.

For numerous references to this poem, see Notes to the preceding
poem.

Though apparently written by the authoress of the Flower and the
Leaf, it is of later date, and much less use is made of the final e. That
the author was a woman, is asserted in II. 7, 18,259 , 284, 37o, 379-85,
4o7, 450, 625.

17. /he mase. They amused themselves by trying to find a way into
a maze, similar to that at Hampton Court. Cf. 1.32.

29. LI. ]-28 are introductory. The story of the dream now begins,
but is likewise preceded by an introduction, down to L 77.

84. The word went is repeated ; the second time, it is an error for
wend, weened. ' Some went (really) inwards, and imagined that they
had gone outwards.' Which shews that the maze was well constructed.
So, in 1.36, those who thought they were far behind, found themselves
as far forward as the best of them.

42. That is, they cheated the deviser of the maze, by stepping over
the rail put to strengthen the hedge. That was because they lost their
temper.

,14. The authoress got ahead of the rest ; although sorely tired, she
had gained a great advantage, and found the last narrow passage
which led straight to the arbour in the centre. This was provided with
benches (doubtless of turf, Flower and Leaf, 1.51) and well enclosed,
having stone walls and a paved floor with a fountain in the middle of it.

54. There were stairs leading downwards, with a 'turning-wheel.'
I do not think that turning-wheel here means a turn-stile, or what was
formerly called a turn-pike. It simply means that the stair-case was
of spiral fo_m. Jamieson tells us that, in Lowland Scotch, the term
turn-fiike was applied (I) to the winding stair of a castle, and (2)to
any set of stairs of spiral form; and quotes from Arnot to shew that
a spiral stair-case was caJled a turnpike stair, whereas a stra.ight one
was called a scale stair. The pot of marjoram may have been placed

on a support rising from the newel.
It may be noted that arbours, which varied greatly in size and

construction, were often set upon a small 'mount' or mound; in
which case it would be easy to make a small spiral stair-case in the
centre. In the present case, it could hardly have been very large, as
it occupied a space in the centre of a maze. For further illustration,
see A History of Gardening in England, by the Hon. Alicia Amherst,
PP. 35, 52, 78, H6, I18, 314.

60. 'And how they (the daisies) were accompanied with other flowers
besides, viz. forget-me-nots and remember-rues ; and the poor pansies
were not ousted from the place.'

61. 2Ve-m'oublie-mies ; from O. F. ne m'oublie-mle, a forget-me-not.
Littr_, s.v. ne m'oubliea 2has, quotes, from Charles d'Orl6ans, ' Des
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fleurs de me m'oubliez mie'; and again, from a later source, 'Un
diamant taill_ en fleur de ne m'oblie mie:" The recovery of this true
reading (by the help of MS. A.) is very interesting ; as all the editions,
who follow Thynne, are hopelessly wrong. Thynne, misreading the
word, printed Are momblysnesse; whence arose the following extra-
ordinary entry in Bailey's Dictionary :--' Momblishness, talk, muttering;
Old Word.' This ghost-word is carefully preserved in the Century
Dictionary in the form :--' Momblishness, muttering talk'; Bailey
(1731).

so_eneu doubtless corresponds to the name remember-me, given in
Yorkshire and Scotland to the Veronica chameedrys, more commonly
called the germander speedwell, and in some counties forget-me-not.
But we should rather, in this passage, take forget-me-not (above) to
refer, as is most usual, to the Myosotis; as Littr_ also explains it.
Here Thynne was once more at a loss, and printed the word as
souenesse, which was 'improved' by Stowe into sonenesse. Hence
another ghost-word, recorded by Bailey in the entry :--'Sonenesse,
noise.' Cf. 1. 86.

62. #ensees, pansies; alluding, of course, to the Viola tricolor.
The spelling is correct, as it represents the O. F. pensee, thought ; and
it seems to have been named, as Littr_ remarks, in a similar way to
the forget-me-not, and (I may add) to the remember-me.

68. stremes, jets of water ; there was a little fountain in the middle.
78. The authoress had to wait till the other ladies also arrived in

the centre of the maze. Cf. note to 1, 736.
82. sad, settled, staid, demure, sober ; lit. mature.
88. blewe, blue ; which was the colour of constancy; see note to

C. T., F 644 (vol. v. p. 386). For the lady's name was Perseverance.
It is convenient to enumerate here the officers who are mentioned.

They are : Perseveraunce, usher (91) ; Diligence (133 , 198, 728);
Countenance, porter (I77, 277, 295); Discretion, purveyour (263);
Acquaintance, herbergeour (269) ; Largesse, steward (318) ; Belehere,
marshall (322) ; Remembrance, chamberlain (336) ; Avyseness, or
Advisedness, secretary (343); and Attemperance, chancellor (508).
The chief Lady is Loyalty (98), dwelling in the mansion of Pleasant
Regard (I7o).

87. Here word means ' motto.' I here collect the French mottoes

mentioned, viz. Bien et loyalement (88); Tant que je puis (208);
A moi que je roy (308); Plus ne purroy (364); A endurer (489).
Afterwards, four ladies are introduced, with the mottoes Sans que
jamais (583) ; Une sanz chaungier (590) ; Oncques puis lever (598) ;
and Entierment vostre (616). These ladies afterwards present petitions,
on which were written, respectively, the phrases Cest sanz dire (627) ;
En dieu est (645) ; Soyez en sure (666) ; and Bien moneste (675).
The words, or mottoes, were embroidered on the sleeves of the ladies
019). See Lydgate's Temple of Glas, 3o8-Io.

224. They said a pater-noster for the benefit of St. Julian, because
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he was the patron-saint of wayfarers. ' Of this saynt Julyen somme
saye that this is he that pylgryms and wey-faryng men calle and requyre
for good herberowe, by-cause our lord was lodgyd in his hows';
Caxton's Golden Legend. The story occurs in the Gesta Romanorum,
c. xviii., and in the Aurea Legenda. The following extract from an
old translation of Boccaccio, Decam. Day 2. Nov. 2, explains the
point of the allusion. ' Nevertheless, at all times, when I am thus in
journey, in the morning before I depart my chamber, I say a2ba/er-
nos/er and an Ave-Maria for the souls of the father and mother of
St. Julian ; and after that, I pray God and St.Julian to send me a good
lodging at night' ; &c. Dunlop, in his Hist. of Fiction, discussing
this Novella, says : 'This saint was originally a knight, and, as was
prophecied to him by a stag, he had the singular hap to kill his father
and mother by mistake. As an atonement for his carelessness, he
afterwaxds founded a sumptuous hospital for the accommodation of
travellers, who, in return for their entertainment, were required to
relbeat_a/er-nosters for the souls of his unfortunate parents?

241. Because she was to change her dress, and put on blue; see
II. 258-9, 313-4, 4t3.

457. The reference is to the Legend of Good Women, which
contains the story of Phyllis, Thisbe, and ' Cleopataras.' CL 1. 465.

463. Hacves, probably the same name as Hacyise, which occurs in
the old story of Fulke Fitzwarine. But it is remarkable that MS. A.
has the reading :--' That other syd_ was, how Enclusene' ; and this
looks like an error for _te/usene, variant of Melusine. This would
agree with the next line, which means' was untruly deceived in her
bath.' The story of Melusine is given in the Romance of Partenay.
She was a fairy who married Raymound, son of the Earl of Forest, on
the understanding that he was never to watch what she did on
a Saturday. This he at last attempts to do, and discovers, through
a hole in the door, that she was in a bat&, and that her lower half was
changed into a serpent. He tries to keep the knowledge of the secret,
but one day, in a fit of anger, calls her a serpent. She reproaches him,
and vanishes from his sight. See the Romans of Partenay, ed. Skeat
(E.E.T.S.).

465.From Chaucer'spoem ofAnelidaand thefalseArcite; vol.i.
p.365;forherComplaint,seethesame,p.373.
471.um_le (MS. T. vmz_)'11e),smooth gauze; from O.F. amlb/e,

smooth,used as an epithetofcloth,satin,or otherstuff(Godefroy).

Here evidently applied to something of a very thin texture, as gauze ;
see 1. 473.

477. s/ages, steps. The chair or throne was set on a platform acces-
sible by five steps, which were made of cassidony. Cotgrave explains
O.F. cassidonie as meaning not only chaledony, but also a kind of
marble ; and this latter sense may be here intended.

488. Her word, her motto ; her must refer to the great lady (1. 5ol)
to whom the throne belonged.
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499. taper, a hanging cloth (Halliwell) ; here a portion of the
hangings that could be lifted up, to give entrance.

526. After a sort, of one kind, alike. ¢2ent, slit in front of a gown.
' Vente, the opening at the neck of the tunic or gown, as worn by both
sexes during the Norman period, and which was closed by a brooch ' ;
Gloss. to Fairholt's Costume in England. O.F. fentt, a slit, cleft;
from Lat.flndere. The collar and slit were alike bordered with ermine,
covered with large pearls, and sprinkled with diamonds. Cf. also:
'Wyth armynes powdred bordred at the vent'; Hawes, Pastime of
Pleasure, ed. Wright, p. 8o.

586. balays, a balas-ruby ; ' a delicate rose-red variety of the spinel
ruby'; New. E. Dict. ofenlail, lit. 'of cutting,' i.e. carefully cut;
the usual phrase ; see New E. Dict.

539. a world, worth a world ; cf. a world (great quantity) of ladies ;
Flower and the Leaf, 137.

576-8. Alluding to the proverb : _first come, first served ' ; cf. C.T.,
D 389, and the note (vol. v. p. 3oi).

581. We find that the ' bills ' are petitions made by the four ladies
regarding their ill success in love-affairs.

592. 1. e. yet not so much as she ought to have been, as she had all
the trouble ; she refers to the lady herself.

598. Oncques, ever ; Lat. unguam. ' I can ever rise ' seems at first
sight to be meant; but ne must be understood; the true sense is,
' i can never rise'; i. e. never succeed. See the context, II. 6o5-9.

645. 'I trust in God'; see I. 655.
675. ' Admonish well' ; from O. F. monesler, to admonish, warn.
680. Here, and in 1. 689, the speaker is the lady of the castle. In

1.682 (as in 1. 69o), the speaker appears to be the fourth lady ; it is
none too clear.

689. I Aate you, I command you. I/ate should rather be written
hole ; perhaps it was confused with the related pt. t. katie, was called.
The reference to Saint James of ComposteUa is noteworthy.

693. it, i. e. the bill, or petition ; it takes the form of a Complaint.
697-8. And, if. ye _volde, i. e. ye _volde _eme, (see 1. 696), ye would

think so. Seem is still common in Devonshire in the sense of think or

suppose ; usually pronounced zim.
699. her refers to the lady of the castle ; at least, it would appear so

from I. 705. Else, it refers to Fortune.
736. the water, water thrown in her face by one of her companions,

who had by this time entered the arbour.
752. A headless line ; accent the first syllable.
754--5. The Flower and the Leaf has a similar ending (ll. 58_-3).
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XXII. A GOODLY BALADE.

Obviously Lydgate's. See the Introduction.
1. Moderofnorture, model of good breeding. The poem is evidently

addressed to a lady named Margaret.
2. flour, daisy (for Margaret) ; see 11.22, 23.
4. Al be Z, although I am ; common in Lydgate.
9. Thing, i. e. anything, everything, whatever thing.
15. Mitulx un, one (is) better; evidently cited from a motto or

device. The meaning seems to be : it is better to have but one lover,
and you have found one in a heart that will never shrink. In the
Temple of Glas, 3to, Lydgate uses the motto de mieulx en mieulx.

22-8. 'Daisy (born)of light; you are called the daughter of the sun.'
Alluding to the name day's eye, which was also applied by Lydgate to
the sun ; see note in vol. iii. p. 29I (]. 43). Imitated from Legend of
Good Women, 6o- 4 .

29. 'When the day dawns, (repairing) to its natural place (in the
east), then your father Phoebus adorns the morrow.'

84. ' Were it not for the comfort in the day-time, when (the sun's)
clear eyes make the daisy unclose.' Awkward and involved ; cf. Legend
of Good Women, 48-5o, 64-5.

43. Je vouldray, I should like ; purposely left incomplete.
44. casuel, uncertain ; see New E. Dict.
48-9. god sailh; implying that it is in the Bible. I do not find the

words ; cf. Prov. xxi. 3 ; I Pet. ii. 20.
50. Cautels, artifices, deceits; a word not used by Chaucer, but

found in Lydgate ; see New E. Dict.
57. Quakelh my 2Oenne,my pen quakes; an expression used once by

Chaucer, TrolL iv. 13, but pounced upon by Lydgate, who employs
it repeatedly. See more than twenty examples in Schick's note to the
Temple of Glas, 947. Cf. IX. 229.

59. Read roseth, grows rosy, grows red, as opposed to welkeneth,
withers, fades. We find the pp. rosed twice in Shakespeare ; ' a maid
yet rosed over; Henry V, v. 2. 4_3 ; and ' thy rosed lips' ; Titus And.
ii. 4- 2.4. The emendation seems a safe one, for it restores thc sense
as well as the rime.

welkeneth should probably be welketh ; I find no other example of
the verb welkenen, though welwen occurs in a like sense ; and welkelh
suits the rhythm.

60. eft, once again hot. These sudden transitions from cold to heat
are common ; see Temple of Glas, 356 :--' For thoughe I brenne with
feruenee and with hete.'

64. Lydgate is always deploring his lack of eloquence ; c.f.notes to
Temple of Glas, ed. Schick, II. 1393, I4oo.

69. I can find no such word as jouesse, so I alter it to jonesse, i.e.
youth. For the spelling jonesce in the 14th century, see Littr_, s. v.
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jeunesse. The expression have more yet implies that the phrase or
motto je serve janesse is added as a postscript, and that there was
some special point in it ; but the application of it is now lost to us.
CL ' Princes ofyoutke, and flour of gentilesse,' Temple of Glas, 97o.

XXIII. GO FORTH, KING.

This poem really consists of twelve precepts, intended to redress
twelve abuses. The twelve abuses are given by the Latin lines above,
which should be compared throughout. The whole poem is thus easily
understood.

The accent is on the first syllable of the line in most of the lines.
In 1. 3, the word Lord stands alone in the first foot. The lines are
somewhat unsteady, quite in Lydgate's usual manner. In L 6, jug" -e
is probably dissyllabic. See further in the Introduction.

XXIV. THE COURT OF LOVE.

This late piece abounds with imitations of Lydgate, especially of his
Temple of Glas; many of the resemblances are pointed out in Schick's
edition of that poem, which I refer to by the contraction ' T. G.'

1. CL ' With quaking herr[e] of myn inward drede' ; T. G. 978.
' Another feature characteristic of Lydgate is his self-deprec[i]atory

vein ' ; T. G., Introd. p. cxl. We have here an instance of an imita-
tion of it.

6. Cf. ' Save that he wol conveyen his matere' ; C.T., E 55-
8. He refers to Cicero's flo_,ers of rhetoric. He may have found

the name in Chaucer, P. F. 3 x. But he probably took the whole idea
from a line of Lydgate's :--_ Of rethoriques Tullius fond the floures' ;
Minor Poems, p. 87.

9. borne, burnislb adorn ; it rimes (as here) with sojorne in Troll. i.
327.

11. Galfrid, Geoffrey de Vinsauf; his 'craft' refers to his treatise
on the art of poetry, entitled ' Nova Poetria'; see note to C. T., B 4537
(v_l. v. p. 257 ). [I once thought (see vol. i. p. 43) that Galfrid here
means Chaucer himself, as he also is twice called Gal./rid in Lydgate's
Troy-book. But 1 find that Dr. Schick thinks otherwise, and the use
of the word craft is on his side. At the same time, this readers it im-
possible for Chaucer to have written 'The (2ourt of Love'; his opinion
of his namesake was the reverse of reverential.] With 11.4-I ! compare
the opening lines of Benedict Burgh's Poem in Praise of Lydgate,
pr. at p. xxxi of Steele's edition of Lydgate's Secrees of Philosophers.

19. Calliolbe ; twice mentioned by Chaucer ; also by Lydgate, T. G.
1303 . Lydgate's Troy-book opens with an invocation to Mars, followed
by one to Calliope :--' Helpe me also, o thou Callyope'; and only
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four lines above there is a mention of ' Helicon the welle' (see L zz
below).

22. Elicon, mount Helicon in Boeotia, sacred to Apollo and the
Muses; confused by Chaucer and his followers with the fountain
Hippocrene ; see note in vol. i. p. 531. Hence Lydgate's expression
'Helicon the welle' in the last note and in T. G. 7o6, and the reference
in the text to its dro2_es.

suger-dro26es; Lydgate was fond of sugar; he has ' soote suffred
armonye,' Minor Poems, p. x82; and 'sugridmelody,' ih.,p. II. Also
'suRreal eloquence'; XII. zoo (p. z88); with which cir. 1. 933 below.
I have observed several other examples.

24. l_rellbomene ; the muse who presided over tragedy.
28. Cf. ' This simpil tretis for to take in gre' ; T.G. 1387. ' Taketh

at gre the rudness of my style'; Lydgate, Secrees of Philo-
sophers, 2t.

30. me/ricfens, skilful in metre, poets ; a word which has a remark-
ably late air about it. Richardson gives an example of it from Hall's
Chronicle.

36. Compare the following, from T.G. I379-8I.

'I purpos here to maken and to write
A litil tretise, and a processe make
In pris of women, oonli for hir sake.'

40. man, servant, one who does her homage; cf. Chaucer, C.T.,
I 772; La Belle Dame, 244; T.G. 742.

42. Cf. ' So that here-after my ladi may it lake' ; T.G. I39z.
45. Cf. ' Ther was enclosed type and sad corage' ; C.T., E 22o.
49, 50. Here the mountain of Citha_ron, in Boeotia, is confused with

the island of Cythera, sacred to Venus, whence her name Cytherea
was derived. The mistake arose, of course, from the similarity of the
names, and occurs (as said in vol. v. p. 78, note to A 1936), in the
Roman de la Rose, where we find :--

'Citeron est une montaigne...
Venus, qui les dames espire,
Fist lb. son principal manoir'; 11.15865-7i.

Hence Chaucer makes the same confusion, but in a different way.
Chaucer preserves the right name of the mountain, in the form Ci/he-
faun, which he rimes with mendaun (A 1936) and with Adaun
(A zz23) ; but here we have the form Citharee, riming with see. For
all this, the scribe corrects it to Uitheran in 1.69, where he has no rime
to deal with.

56. Cf. _the mingedgod, Mereurie'; C.T., A I385.
58. The MS. has castes that it rift'we; Bell alters this to had to ft

drew, under the impression that drew is the pp. of drww ! So again,
in 1. 78, he alters saphir ind, which is correct, to sap/fir of lnde ; and
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in general, alters the text at will without the least hint that he has
done so.

78. ind, blue ; as in The Black Knight, xa7.
80. Baleis Turkeis (MS. Bales turkes). _aleis is a better spelling,

answering to F. balais in Littr_. It also occurs as balai in O. F. ; and
the word was probably suggested by the mention of it in Rom. de la
Rose, 20125 :-'Que saphirs, rubis, ne balaL' Hence also the mention
of it in the King's Quhair, st. 46, which see ; and in the Assembly of
Ladies, 536- Turkeis is the A.F. equivalent of O.F. Turkois, i.e.
Turkish, as in C. T., A 2895, on which see the note (voL v. p. 93).

81. skote, a misspelling of shine, intimating that the author has
confused the adj. skene with the verb ; or rather, that the poem was
written at a time when the word shine could he used as riming to been ;
since we find similar examples in lines 561, 768. So also we find
#relily riming with be in The Flower and the Leaf, 89. The pt. t. shoon
occurs in 1. 83.

82. Cf. 'As doon the sterres in the frosty night'; C.T., A 268. And
again : 'brygkt As sterrys in the wyntyr nyght'; Lydgate, Compleint
following T. G., L ._48.

86. Cf. Compl. of Mars, 78-84, IO4-5 ; C.T., A 2388 (and note);
and T. G. 126-8.

88. Cf. ' Long as a mast; &c. ; C.T., A 3264.
92. Cf. Troil. iii. 8-2I : ' In hevene and I_elle,' &c. ; from Boccaccio;

see note (vol. ii. p. 475).
105. Alceste; evidently borrowed from Ch., Legend of Good Women,

u24, 293-9, 432 ; cf. T. G. 70-4 • The guenesflour Alceste=the flower
of queen Alcestis ; a common idiom ; see note to C.T., F 209 (vol. v.
p. 376).

107. Admete, Admetus ; see Troil. i. 664, and the note ; T. G. 72.
108. ninettne ; copied from the Legend of Good Women, 283 ; just

as the next line is from the same, 285-9. This is the more remarkable,
because Chaucer never finished the poem, but mentions ten ladies only,
in nine Legends. Cf. 'the book of the nynefene Ladies'; C.T.,
I Io86. Hawes also refers to Chaucer's 'tragidyes . . . of the xix.
ladyes'; Pastime of Pleasure, ed. Wright, p. 53.

118. ' So fair was noon in alle Arras ' ; R. 1L x_34.
116. of esier a;uaile, of less value ; see Avail in the New E. Dict.
117. saunzJaile; thrice in Ch. ; HF. x88, 429; C.T., B 5oi.
119. ttelisee, Elysium; ' the feld... That hight Elysas'; Troil. iv.

789.

19.0. saintes, mints, martyrs for love ; cf.'V. 316, above (p. 227), and
the note. Cf. T. G. 414.

129. ' The king had Danger standing near him, and the queen had
Disdain, who were chief of the council, to treat of affairs of state' ;
Bell.

188. Cf. T. G. 27x, and the note, shewing how common gold hair is
in Lydgate.
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189, 140. ' Eihinde her bak, ayerde long' ; C.T., A 1o5o.
148. In mewet, in an inaudible voice, to myself; like rood. F. d la

muette (Littrd).
167. non erst ; false grammar for non er, no sooner ; ' no soonest'

is nonsense. We find, however, the phrases not ers/ and never erst
elsewhere; see New E. Dict., s.v. Erst, § B. 4.

170. This is the earliest quotation given in the New E. Diet., s. v.
Assummon ; and the next is from the poet Daniel.

177. Chaucer has the compound for-tbamlbred; Former Age, 5. I
read jolif, joyful, to make sense ; the MS. has the absurd word ioylaf
(sic) ; and Stowe has ialous, jealous, which is quite out of place here.

181. 'An allusion to the monkish story of the man who brought up
a youth ignorant of women, and who, when he first saw them, told him
they were geese. The story is in the PromlMua, ium Exem2blorum. It
was adopted by Boccaccio, from whom it was taken by Lafontaine, liv.
iii. conte x. See Latin Stories, edited by Mr. [T.] Wright.'--Bell.

194. From C.T., B 466: 'On many a sory meel now may she
boyle.'

202. Cf. 'Comfort is noon'; Chaucer's A B C, I7.
207. ha'w, however. Cf. 'that bagmen love so dere'; Legend of

Good Women, z58.
2'29. See the Book of the Duchess, 323-34, where the painted glass

windows contain subjects from the Romance of the Rose and others.
The story of Dido is common enough ; but the reference to Chaucer's
Anelida and the false Arcite, is remarkable, especially as it occurs also
in XXI. 465 above (p. 395)- 'The turtel trewe' is from the Parl.
Foules, 577. See the parallel passage in T.G. 44-142, where
Lydgate's first example is that of Dido, while at the same time he
mentions Palamon, Emilie, and Canacee, all from Chaucer.

246. blew, blue, the colour of constancy ; see 1.z48.
250. ' And why that ye ben clothed thus in blak ?' C.T., A 91x.
255. g,rene only gives an assonance with here, not a time. Green

was the colour of inconstancy, and was sometimes used for despyt, to
use Chaucer's phrase; see note to C. T., F 644 (voL v.p. 386). White
may refer to the White Friars or Carmelites, and russet to the hermits;
cf. P. Plowman, C. prol. 3, C. xi. t.

270. an ha, a proclamation commanding silence; see C.T., 2533.
Quite distinct from hue (and cry), with which Bell confuses it. A hue
and cry was only raised against fleeing criminals.

280. Clearly suggested by the God of Love's stern question in the
Legend of Good Women, 315 :--' What dostow heer So nigh myn owne
flour, so boldely?' At the same time the phrasefery-s/o/e in yeres is
from Chaucer's somdel stajOe in age, C.T., B 4o1I, on which see the
note (vol. v. p. z48). See the next note.

288. Similarly the God of Love pardoned Chaucer (L. G. W. 45o),
but upon a condition fib. 548).

290. serven, false grammar for serve.
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302. Here follow the twenty statutes; II. 3o2-5o 4. They are evidently
expanded from the similar set of injunctions given by Venus to the
Knight in The Temple of Glas, II. 1152-213; as dearly shewn by
Schick in his Introduction, p. cxxxi. The similarity extends to the
first, second, third, fifth, sixth, seventh, ninth, tenth, twelfth, fourteenth
and eighteenth statutes, which resemble passages found in the Temple
of Glas, II. Ii52-2x3, or elsewhere in the same poem. It is also
possible that the author, or Lydgate, or both of them, kept an eye
upon Ovid's Art of Love. See also Rom. Rose (Eng. version), 2355-
95o, which is much to the point.

305. This is also the first injunction in T. G. II52-3, and is imme-
diately followed by the second, which enjoins secrecy. The reader should
compare the passages for himself.

311. MS. synk andflele ; which must of course be corrected to 'sink
or flete,' as in Anelida, x82 ; C.T., A 2397.

317. ' Wi/hau/e chaunge in parti or in al' ; T.G. 1155.
319. The MS. has brynde, and Stowe has brfnde; so I let the

reading stand. Morris has blynde, and'Bell blind; neither of them
has a note as to the change made. Perhaps brin_---brend=burnt,
in the sense of ' inflamed by passion ' ; or it may be an error for brim
=breme, furious, applied especially to the desire of the boar for the
sow. The sense intended is clear enough; we should now write
' base.'

324-5. From C. T., A 2252- 3 :-

'And on thyn [ Venus'] auler, wher I ryde or go,
I wol don sacrifice, andfyres here.'

329. _asse forby, to pass by, i.e. to get out of his way ; cf. C. T.,
B I759, C 668. an ese, a relief, a way of escape. There is no difficulty,
but all the editions have altered it to l_asse, far thereby, which will
not scan.

330. daungerous, grudging, reluctant ; see C. T., D 5Idv
332. of a sight, of what one may see. squeymous (MS. squymouse,

Stowe squmous), squeamish, particular ; see note to C. T., A 3337
(vol. v. p. Io'2). It is added that when the lady, on her part, was
cruel, it was the lover's duty to toss about in bed and weep ; cf. T. G.
12 :--'The longe nyght wala',ving to and "fro.' 'To walwe and
vae/_e'; TroU. i. 699. And see Rom. Rose (Eng. version), 2553-62.

338. Cf. ' Him to complein, that he walk [read welk=walked] so
sole' ; T.G. 552. And of. Book Duch. 449 ; Black Knight, 143 ;
Rom. Rose, 239I-6, 2517- 9.

340. Cf. 'as though he roughte nought Of life ne deth'; T.G.
939-4o.

344. ' Abide awhile,' T. G. xzo3 ; _lbalientl¥ t'endure ' ; T. G. I267.
347. helden, false grammar for he/d. The metre shews that it was

intentional.

849. ' Fulli to obeye; T. G. i15i ; of. 1145-5o.
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360--4. Cf. T. G. IOiZ-_5; especially 'And when I trespas, goodli
me correcte' ; and ' neuyr yow offcnde.' And Ovid, Art. Amat. lib. ii.
199-202.

367. yern, earn ; so yearne in Spenser, F. Q. vi. I. 4o ; A.S. ge-
earnian.

368-9. ' Of grace and/_'t_, and nought of rightwisnes' ; T. G. 979-
378. a-croke (MS. a croke), awry ; see Acrooh in the New E. Dict.
370-81. In 1. 38x, the MS. has s/ton (shun) distinctly; yet Morris

prints shoue, and Stowe sho_we,destroying the sense. All have kno'we
in 1.379, but it should rather be con, which gives a perfect rime ; for
can represents A. S. cunnan, to know, and is frequently spelt cun ; see
Con in the New E. Dict. This statute refers to 'the comfort of Sweet-

Looking' ; see Rom. Rose, 2893-922 ; Gower, C. A., iii. 26-7.
300. See T. G. I7o--I, IOI4.
307. ' Yeve hir giftes, and get hir grace ' ; Rom. Rose, z699. 'Auto

conciliatur amor' ; Ovid, Art. Amat. lib. ii. 278.
403. Cf. Rom. Rose, 2568-85.
412. ' And for no tales thin herte not remue ' ; T.G. II82. Cf. CoT.,

A3163-4; F 1483- 5 ; and XII. xi3- 9 above (p. 289).
429. 'For love ne wol nat countrepleted he'; Legend of Good

Women, 476. ' Quisquis erit cui favet ilia, fave'; Ovid, Art. Amat.
lib. i. I46.

431. ' _Vhy/was this crone'; C. T., H I33 ; d. note to C, T., D 23z.
466. Compare the Merchant's Tale ; C.T., E 1245.
460. Cf. T. G. 1168-7o: _All trwe louers to relese of her payne,' &c.
475. 'Ai fressh .and wel besein'; T. G. II67. Cf. Rom. Rose,

2279-84. ' Munditiae placeant,' &c. ; Ovid, Art. Amat. lib. i. 513.
484. ' Who loveth trewe hath no famesse ' ; Rom. Rose, 2686 ; ' Ar-

guat et macies animum' ; Ovid, Art. Amat. lib. i. 733.
401-504. Cf. Rom. Rose, 2419-39, 2817-2o. In particular, 11.496-7

seem to be actually copied from Rom. Rose, 2819-2o: 'or of hit
there That /o thee made /ky lady dere.' This raises the suspicion
that the Court of Love was written after !532.

4OO. thou seen would be in Latin Iu _idea/is; another example of

false grammar.
523. let been, to let (them) be, to leave off.
526. ke_/en been (MS. bene) ; so in all the copies ; but ke2b/en is the

pt. t. plural, as if we should say in Latin seruauerunt sunt. Unless,
indeed, the -en is meant for the pp. suffix of a strong verb, as if we
should make a Latin form seruali/i. The scansion shews that this

false grammar came from the author.
520. 'Except God and the devil.'
536-7. Solomon and Samson ; the usual stock examples. But prob-

ably in this case borrowed from Lydgate's Balade, XIV. 4 (P. 295),
which is certainly quoted thrice again below.

M2. This line is made up from Lydgate's Balade, XIV. 29-33, and
26 ; so again 1. 546 resembles the same, 1. 24. And Lydgate merely

*** Nn
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versifies the medieval proverb : 'Fallere,' &c. ; see note to XIV.
u9; p. 5x6.

547. of kind, by nature ; as in XIV. 29 (p. 296).
550. +An housbond shal nat been inquisitlf' ; C. T., A 3163 .
556. Ci/herea is right; see 1. 5o; MS. and Stowe have CiUzera.
560. ' You that are provided already with a lady.'--Bell. CL 1. 561.
561-8. eke, lyke, a permissible rime, at a time when e had gained

the rood. E. sound. See note to L 8t above.
570. See T. G. I43-6. With 1. 577, cf. T. G. 5o.
580. The reading blisful is certain; it is from T. G. 328 :--'O blisful

sterre, persant and fu.l of light.' The author uses 2bersant below, in
1.849.

582. See the second of the interpolated stanzas in T. G., p. 2x,
11.6, 7 :--

"Withoute desert; wherefore that ye vouche
To 20onysshe hem dewely for here male-bouche.'

586. lo-aes daunce ; see references in the Glossary to vol. vi., s.v.
Daunce.

580. In T.G. x44, the lovers are only many a thousand; in the
Kingis Quair, st. 78, they are 'mony a' million; here they are
a thousand million. Such is evolution.

591. ' redresse is elegantly put for redresser' ;--Bell. Then let the
credit of it be Lydgate's; el. 'Redresse of sorow, O Citheria';
T. G. 7or.

592. Bell prints yheried, which is obviously right ; but he does not
say that both the MS. and Stowe have I Mred; see Troil. ii. 973,
iii. 7, x8o4.

598. loves bond; founded on Boethius, lib. ii. met. 8, but doubtless
taken from Troil. iii. I766 ; see note in vol. ii. p. 483.

598, 608. ' Make him teschwe euere synne and vice ' ; T. G. 45o.
611-'_. Celsitude and _Oulcritude are words that savour of the revival

of learning. Such words are common in Dunbar, who uses both of
them. For celsitude, see Dunbar, ed. Small, p. z7t, 76, and p. 325, 25 ;
for'l_ulcrftude , see the same, p. 271, 74 ; P. 274, 2 ; p. 279, 5. He even
rimes them together ; p. 27t. Hawes also uses 2bu/ckritude ; Pastime
of Pleasure, ed. Wright, pp. 5, 18.

614. Cf. ' Com_arisaun may noon y-maked be ' ; Legend of Good
Women, 122.

628. fete, fire (not fear) ; as in Troll. iii. 978.
628. BeseecA, to beseech ; note the anachronism in using the French

infin. _oid-en with a suffix, and the Eng. beseech with none at all.
684. ure, destiny ; from O.F. cur, Lat. augurium. A word that

first appeared in Northern English; it occurs at least eight times in
Barbour's Bruce. And in the King,is Quaff, st. Io, we have the whole
phrase--' my fortfine and ure.' It is also used by Lydgat¢ ; see V II I.
iSx, 302, 482 (pp. 250, 254, 26o).
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641. An exact repetition of I. 633 above.
642. Here, for a wonder, is an example of the final e; the author

took the whole phrase ' In thilk-_ place ' from some previous author ;
cf. ' In thilke places ' (sic) ; Rom. Rose, 66o (Thyrme). m'gn, assign.

648. ' Bi god and be my trouthe' ; T. G. lol x.
683. ' And �m/den _oerre alwey with chastitee ' ; C. T., A 2236.
684. I ke_en ; false grammar ; equivalent to Lat. ego curamus.
688. yore, gave ; but in 1.69° the form is gave. I suspect that in

1. 69o, gave should be A_an, and that image (for images) is to be taken
as a genitive case ; then the sense is--' And I began anon to ponder
and weigh in my heart her image's fresh beauty.'

701. The idea is due to Chaucer's Compleynt to Pity; cf. I. _324-
70'2. Cf. ' Him deyneth nat to wreke him on a .�lye'; Legend of

Good Women, 38I.
703. eke Mm, him also ; but perhaps read ere Mm.
704. Cf. 'and tendre here'; C. T., A I5o.
725. springen ; false grammar, as it i_ a plural form.
727. endry, suffer, endure; so again in 1. 94I. This ridiculous

hybrid is rightly excluded from the New E. Dict., which gives, however,
several similar formations. It was coined by prefixing the F. prefix
en-, with an intensive force, to M.E. drien, variant of dreogen, to
endure (A. S. drgogan), Lowl. Sc. dree. No other author uses it.

732. spede, succeed ; Stowe's alteration to s_eke is unnecessary.
749. ' How are you the nearer for loving,' &c.
751. fayn, put forflyn, i.e. feign, tell an untruth.
755. hetl_, heath. Here, and in I. 757, the author refers to two

occasions when he was in great danger of falling in love ; but he does
not go into details.

768. Here we must read ee (eye) for the rime ; in other eases it
appears as eye, ye, y, riming with words in -y. This points to a some-
what late date ; see note to 1.81 above. As for stremes, it is Lydgate's
word for glances of the eye ; see T. G. 263, 582. And Lydgate had
it from Chaucer, who mostly uses it of sunbeams, but twice applies it
to the beams from the eyes of Criseyde ; Troil. i. 305, iii. Iz9.

782..//awe, generally explained as representing Lat.flauus, yellowish,
or the O. F../lave, with the same sense. Her hair was gold, so her
eyebrows may have been of a similar colour. I suspect thatflawe was
a Northern form; cf./raw, as a Northern variant of/rave.

788. mtne disseverance, a moderate distance ; evidently meant with
reference to Criseyde, whose one demerit was that her eye-brows
joined each other; TroiL v. 8t 3.

787. milk-mhyt path, the galaxy, or milky way ; but surely this is
quite a unique application of it, vi_ to the prominent ridge of
Rosial's nose.

789. smaragde , emerald. The eyes of Beatrice are called smeraldi ;
Dante, Purg. xxxi. 116. Juliet's nurse said that an eagle's eye was not
so green as that of Paris ; Romeo, ili. 5. 222. Eyes in Chaucer are

Nn2
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usually, as gray as glas' ; the O.F. v/air, an epithet for eyes, meant
grayish-blue.

797. ba._se,kiss, buss; see Bass in the New E. Dict. ben is yet
another instance of a false concord; read be, as basse is singular.
See next note.

798. Cornelius Maximianus Gallus, a poet of the sixth century,
wrote six elegies which have come down to us. The quotation re-
ferred to occurs in the first Elegy (11.97-8), which is also quoted by
Chaucer ; see note to C. T., C 727 (vol. v. p. 287). The lines are :--

'Flammea dilexi, modicumque tumentia labra,
Quae mihi gustanti basia plena darent.'

Hence the epithet Flaming in 1. 793.
810. bend, a band, sash; see New E. Dict., s.v. Bend (2),

sb., I. a.

811. 'With hair in tresses'; like Criscyde's ; see Troll. v. 8to.
818. Cf. the Assembly of Ladies, 533-4 (P. 397) :-

'.4boule her nekke a sort of faire rubyes
In whyte floures of right fyne enamayl.'

See also the Kingis Quair, st. 48.
815-6. See my note to Ch. Minor Poems, XXI. 20 (vol. i. p. 566).
821. Calixto, Callisto; called Calixte in Parl. Foules, 286. The

story is in Ovid, Met. ii. 409 . Alcmenia, Alcmene, mother of Hercules ;
see Ovid, Met. ix. 28x ; cf. Troll. iii. x428 ; T. G. 123.

828. Europa, the story is in Ovid, Met. ii. 858. See Legend of
Good Women, xx3, and the note ; T. G. H8.

824. Dane, Danae, mother of Perseus ; see Ovid, Met. iv. 6to. In
Chaucer, C. T., A 2o62, Dane meanl_ Daphne. Antiopa, mother of
Amphion and Zethus ; it may be noted that Jupiter's intrigues with
Europa, Antiopa, Alcmene, and Danae, are all mentioned together in
Ovid, Met. vi. io3-i 3. It follows that our author had read Ovid.

881. ' 7here is no lak, saue onli of pit_ ' ; T. G. 749.
841. The word the was probably written like ye, giving, apparently,

the readingyeye ; then one of these was dropped. The long passage
in 11.84i-9o3 may be compared with the pleadings of the lover in La
Belle Dame sans Merci (p. 307, above); with T. G. 97o-Io39; and
with the Kingis Quair, st. 99. Note the expression ' of beaute
rote,' T.G. 972; and 'Princes of youthe,' T.G. 970 (two lines
above) ; see I. 843.

849. _bersant, piercing ; common in Lydgate ; T. G. 328, 756, 134t ;
Black Knight, 28, 358, 59x, 6x3. Cf. 'And _vitk the stremes of your
lbercyng light ' ; Kingis Quair, Io 3.

852-8. Cf. T. G. Io38-9 ; Kingis Quair, st. Io3, I. 7.
858. ' Of verrey routhe upon my peynes rewe ' ; 2".G. IOOL
865. ' To love him best ne shal I never rez_ente' ; The Compleynt of

Venus, 56, 64, 72. See note to 1. 875.
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872-3. Referring to Ch. Troilus, and Legend of Good Women, 58o.

' To ben as trewe as was Antonyus To Cleopatre' ; T. G. 778.

874. tMnkes; observe this Northern form.

875. ' And therfore, certes, to myn emling-day ' ; The Compleynt of

Venus, 55. See note to 1. 865.

889.. ez_erl, experienced ; 'expert in love,' Trail. ii. x367.

891. ' With al my hart I thanke yaw of youre I)rofre' ; T. G.
1o6o.

897. Read I; this the scribe must have mistaken for the contraction
for ' and.'

901. 'And I beseech you not to be disdainful.'

902. seen my evil, to see what I wish ; but surely evil is an error for

bill, petition ; see 1. 916. Then retie means ' read it.'
906. com of, be quick; see Trail. ii. ]738, 1742, ]75o; and the

numerous examples in Schick's note to T. G. 1272.
911. Stowe, like the MS., ends the line with wl@. Bell supplied

makes thou straunffe.
918. Cambrlge ; this form is not found till after 14oo. Chaucer has

Can#e-brigff-e (C.T., A 3921) in four syllables, which appears as

C-ambruffffe in the late Lansdowne MS., after 142o. See Skeat, A

Student's Pastime, pp. 397-8.

922. and have, i.e. and have loved. On this construction, see

Schick's note to T.G. 1275.
925-7. I.. doon; more false grammar; equivalent to Lat. ego

fawia'mus.
929. 'And, whan I trespaee, goodli me carrecte ' ; T.G. Io18.

931-52. Compare the answers of the lady in La Belle Dame sans

Merci (p. 309, &c.).
988-9. Cf. Parl. Foules, 9o-I ; CompL to his Lady, 47-9.

998. dwMe, an opiate, a sleeping-draught; made from the dwale

or 'deadly nightshade' (Atro_a belladonna). It occurs once in
Chaucer ; C.T., A 4x6I. See my note to P. Plowman, C. xxiii. 379.

1000. y-evig arrayed, (being) certainly frightened. The use ofy-*,,i_

in such a position is most unusual.
1016-7. ' Right as the fressh[e] rodi rose nwe Of hit coloure to wexin

she bigan ' ; T.G. Io42-3.
109.8. Something is lost here. There is no gap in the MS.; but

there was probably one in the MS. from which it was copied. I think
six stanzas are lost ; see the Introduction.

1082-8.. ' And their fellow-furtherer,' i.e. fellow-helper.
1084. Dred is one of the personifications from the Roman de la

Rose ; see Ram. Rose, 3958 ; so in T. G. 63L
1040. ' Gall under honey' ; see I. 542 above. Cf. T. G. x92.

1042. 'Lay aside your confidence (courage), for all her white
(flattering) words' ; cf. Trail. iii. 9oi.

I045. tkaw war, false grammar for thou avast.
1049. The tan=tlwt on, the one; /he todtr=t]wt oder, the other.
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Odtr is a remarkable form ; see Halliwell. So also brodur, in Le Bon
Florence of Rome, ed. Ritson, 93x.

10534. _Hir kind is fret with doublenesse ' ; XIII. 8o (p. 293 ).
1055. 'So I cast about to get rid of Despalr's company'; hence

taken, in 1. xo56, is in the infin, mood.
1058. bar-window; cf. Assembly of Ladies, 163. The earliest known

quotation for bay-wirMow is dated I428, in a prosaic document.
1060. 'As any ravenes felher it shoonfor-blak'; spoken of hair;

C.T., A 2x44.
1065. ' Ther needeth non auctorftee alle_¢e' ; C. T., A 3ooo.
1072. Cf. Troil. ii. 855-61.
1083. were, wear ; altered by Bell to ware, which is a form of the

past tense.
1087. s/_e seems to be spoken casually of some woman in the company;

andjOrety man, in L 1o88, is used in a similar way.
goth on _atens, walks in pattens. A very early example of the word

paten. It occurs in Palsgrave 053o). fete, neat, smart ; used by
Lydgate; see Feat in the New E. Dict.

1095. Here the author comes back again to the Temple of Glas,
143-246, which see ; and cf. The Kingis Quair, stanzas 79-93.

1096. black, Dominican friars ; white, Carmelites ; gray, Franciscans.
1100. From T. G. x96-2o6 ; for the nuns, see T. G. 2o7-8.
1104. 'In wick copist_erfeccion tofeine'; T. G. 204. See 1. IIx6.
1106. _That on hirfreendis al the wite they leide ' ; T.G. 208.
1116. ' In wide co�is perfection to feine' ; T.G. 204.
1184. _Ther thou were wed, fro thennes artow weyved'; C.T.,

B 308.
1181L Cf. 'With sobbing teris, and with ful pitous soune';

T. G. 197.
1189. Cf. 'And other eke, that forpouerl_' ; T.G. t59.
1130. prang, pang (MS./rrange; and so in Stowe) ; altered topang

by Bell and Morris. 'Pronge, Erumpna' [aerumna]; Prompt. Parr.
' Tl_rowe [throe], womannys pronge, Emmpna' ; the same. ' Prange,
oppression, or constraint' ; Hexham's Dutch Dict. Cf. Gothic : 'in
aUamma ana-pragganai,' we were troubled on every side, 2 Cor. vii.
5 ; where gg is written for rig, as in Greek. The rood. E. pang seems
to have been made out of it, perhaps by confusion with pank, to pant.

1160, 1164. 'And pitousli on god and kynde lkleyne' ; T. G. 224.
But the context requires the reading god of kind, i.e. God of nature.

In 1.1166, lef/en must be meant for a pp. ; if so, it is erroneously formed,
just like kepten above ; see note to 1. 526

1178. werdes, Fates; obviously the right reading; yet the MS.,
Stowe, and Morris have wordes, and Bell alters the line. The con-
fusion between e and o at this time is endless. See Wades, Wierdes
in the Gloss. to Chaucer.

11q7. he, another of the company ; of. she in L ]o87. Both Morris
and Bell alter the text. BeU i-eminds us that the character here
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described is that of Shakespeare's Benedict. But it is obviously copied
from Troilus I see Troil. i. 9o4-38.

1189. The word #ast is from TroiL i. 1ooo : 'That thou shalt be the
beste#ost, I leve, Ofal his lay.'

1198. Shamefastness, Bashfulness; borrowed from PIonte in the
Rom. de ]a Rose, 282I ; called Shame in the E. version, 3o34 . Hence
the reference to roses in 1. 12o3, though it comes in naturally enough.

1211. _vere not she, if it had not been for her.
1213. retuvnilh, turns them back again ; used transitively.
1218. ' When Bashfulness is dead, Despair will be heir' (will succeed

in her place). Too bold lovers would be dismissed.
1219. Avaunter, Boaster ; as in Troil. iii. 3o8-14 . The line sounds

like an echo of ' Have at thee, Jason I now thyn horn is blowe ! ' Legend
of Good Women, t383.

1222. wcave, woo; evidently the right reading; so in Morris. Cf.
The Letter of Cupid, V. 274-80 (p. 226).

1238. statut, i.e. the sixteenth statute (1. 435).
1242. ' Avauntour and a lyere, ai is on' ; Troil. iii. 3o9.
1258. sojoure, sojourn, dwell, used quite wrongly; for O.I.'. sojur

(originally sajorn) is a sb. only, like mod. F. sdjour. The O. F. verb
was sojorner, sojourner, whence M.E. sojarnen, sojournen, correctly
used by Chaucer. The sb. sajaur occurs in Rom. Rose, 4282, 515o.
The mistake is so bad that even the scribe has here written soiorne ;
but, unluckily, this destroys the rime.

1233. ' Envy is admirably represented as rocking himself to and fro
with vexation, as he sits, dark, in a corner.'--Bell. For all this,
I suspect the right word is rouketh, i.e. cowers, as in C.T., A 1308.
Rokken is properq transitive, as in C. T., A 4t57.

1257. For the description of Envy, see Rom. Rose, 247. But the
author (in 1. tz59 ) refers us to Ovid, Met. ii. 775-82, q.v.

1259. Methamor2Ohosose; this terrible word is meant for Metamor-
lOhoseos, the form used by Chaucer, C.T., B 93. But the true ending
is °ern, gen. pl. The scribe has altered the suffix to -ees, thus carelessly
destroying the rime.

1268. Prevy Thought is taken from Doux-Pensers in the Rom. de la
Rose, 2633, called Swete-Thought in the E. Version, 2799; see the
passage.

1288. Cf. ' Hir person he shal afore him sette' ; R.R. 2808.
1290. Cf. ' This comfort wol I that thou take' ; R.R. 2821.
1298. Cf. ' Awey his anger for to dryve ' ; R.R. 2800.
1315. Schick refers us, for this fiction, to the Rom. Rose, 939-82,

where Cupid has two sets of arrows, one set of gold, and the other set
black. Gower, Conf. Amantis (ed. Pauli, i. 336), says that Cupid shot
Phcebus with a dart of gold, but Daphne with a dart of lead. In the
Kingis Quair, stanzas 94-5, Cupid has three arrows, one of,gold, oneof
silver, and one of sled. But the fact is, that our author, like Gower,
simply followed Ovid, Met. i. 47o-t. Let Dryden explain it :--
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' One shaft is pointed with refulgent gold
To bribe the love, and make the lover bold;
One blunt, and tipped with lead, whose base allay
Provokes disdain, and drives desire away.'

1817. There is here a gap in the story. The speaker is Rosial, and
she is addressing Philogenet, expressing herself favourably.

1319-20. hight, promised, had, would have.
1324. she, i. e. Pity, as in 1. 7oi.
1328. MS. tender reich ; Stowe, te_deriche; which must be wrong ;

read tender tenth. Confusion between ch and th is common. _vhere
J found, where I (formerly) found much lack.

1332. For Pity's golden shrine, see 1.694.
1353. This notion of making the birds sing matins and lauds is

hinted at in the Cuckoo and Nightingale--' That they begonne of May
to don hit houres' ; 1. 70. It is obviously varied from Chaucer's Parl.
Foules, where all the birds sing a roundel before departing. Next, we
find the idea expanded by Lydgate, in the poem called Devotions of
the Fowls; Minor Poems, ed. Hailiwell, p. 78; the singers are the
popinjay, the pelican, the nightingale, the lark, and the dove. All
these reappear here, except the pelican. A chorus of birds, including
the mavis, merle, lark, and nightingale, is introduced at the close of
Dunbar's Thistle and Rose. The present passage was probably
suggested by Lydgate's poem, but is conceived in a lighter vein.

The Latin quotations are easily followed by ccanparing them with
The Prymer, or Lay Folks' Prayer-Book, ed. Littlehales (E. E. T. S.).
They all appear in this 'common medieval Prayer-book'; and, in
particular, in the Matins and Lauds of the Hours of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. The Matins end at 1. I4o7. The Matins contain :--the
opening, the Venire, a Hymn, three Psalms, an Antiphon, Versicles and
Responses, three Lessons (each with Versicles and Responses), and the
Te Deum. The Lauds contain :--the opening, eight Psalms (the Benedi-
cite considered as one), Antiphon, Chapter, Hymn, the Beneda'ctus;
&c. I point out the correspondences below.

1354. Observe that the nightingale sings in a ha_vthorn in the
Cuckoo and Nightingale, 287 (p. 358).

1356. Pomine, labia rata a_eries, Lord, open thou my lips; 'the
opening' of Matins.

1358. b_zvrye, a variant of bewreye, to bewray ; used by Dunbar.
1359. Venire, exultemus, Ps. xcv (Vulgate, xciv) ; still in use.
1362. ' The unhappy chorister who comes late skulks in behind

the desks and stalls.'--Bell.
1864. Domine, Dominus noster, Ps. viii. The ' first psalm.'
1866. Celi enarrant, Ps. xix (Vulgate, xviii). The ' second psalm.'
1870. Doraini est terra, Ps. xxiv (Vulgate, xxiii). The ' third psalm.'

this Latch intent, this Latin signifies ; intent is the contracted form of
intendeth ; by analogy with went for wendeth.
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1372. A queer reminiscence of Troll. iii. 69o :--' There was no more
to ski#iOen nor/o traunce.'

1378. Jube, Domlne, benedicere, ' Lord, comaunde us to blesse' ; ver-
sicle preceding the first lesson ; which explains L I374.

1875. Cf. ' Legende of Martres' ; Letter of Cupid, 316 (p. 227) ; and
the note.

1380. Here follows the second lesson. The leclorn is the rood. E.

lectern, which supports the book from which the lessons are read.
1384. ' The glad month of us who sing.' Cf. ' lepten on tt_e sibray ' ;

Cuckoo and Nightingale, 77 (P. 350).
1387. Here follows the third lesson, read by the dove.
1390. This looks like an allusion to the endless joke upon cuckolds,

who are said, in our dramatists, to ' wear the horn ' ; which the offender
is said ' to give.' If so, it is surely a very early allusion. Here give
an/zorn=to scorn,mock.

1400. Tu autem, domine, miserere nobis, ' thou, lord, have merci of
us,' said at the conclusion of each lesson ; to which all responded
Deo gra/ias, ' thanke we god !' See The Prymer, p. 5.

1401. Te deum a_'noris; substituted for Te deum laudamus, which
is still in use; which concludes the matins.

1402. Tubal/, who was supposed to have been 'the first musician.'
As to this error, see note in vol. i. p. 49z (1. II6z).

1408. Dominus regnavit, Ps. xciii (Vulgate, xcii) ; the ' first psalm'
at Lauds.

1411. Jubilate deo, Ps. c (Vulgate, xcix); the 'second psalm.'
The third and fourth psalms are not mentioned.

1413. Benedicite, omnia o#era ; still in use in our morning service ;
counted as the ' fifth psalm.'

1415. Laudate dominum, Ps. cxlviii; the 'sixth psalm.' The
seventh and eighth are passed over.

1416. O admira&Ye; the anthem. The E. version is:--'O thou
wonderful chaunge ! the makere of mankynde, takynge a bodi with
a soule of a maide vouchide sauf be bore [born] ; and so, forth-goynge
man, with-outen seed, yaf to us his godhede' ; Prymer, p. I z. The
'chapter' and hymn are omitted.

149.2. Benedic/us Dominus Deus Israel ; still in use in our morning
service. This is the last extract from ' the hours.'

1434. ' She gadereth floures, #arty whyte and rede To make a sotil
garland' ; C.T., A Io53.

1486. This is exacdy like ' the battle of the flowers,' as seen in Italy.
1437. tAegold, the marigold ; see C. T., A 19z9.
1440. trew-love ; a name for herb paris (Paris guadrifolia). But

as the ' true-love' is described as being#li/ed, i. e. folded, it must rather
be supposed to mean a true lover's knot or love-knot, which was
simply a bow of ribbon given as a token of affection, and frequently
worn by the lover afterwards. The bestowal of this token nearly made
an end of him.
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XXV. VIRELAI.

Not a true virelay, as the ending -ing does not reappear in the
second stanza ; for a correct example, see note to Anelida and Arcite,
256 (vol. i. p. 536). But it is of the nature of a virelay, inasmuch as
the rime -ate, which concludes the first stanza, reappears in the second ;
and similarly, the ending -ure, which concludes the second stanza, re-
appears in the third ; and so on, with the rime-endings -ain and -aunce.
Compare the poem by Lord Rivers, in the same metre, alluded to in
vol. i. p. 4z.

11. ure, destiny; as above, sect. XXIV. 634 (and note, p. 546).
20. The pronunciation of ende as ind is not uncommon in East

Anglia, and may have been intended.

XXVI. PROSPERITY.

From John Walton's translation of Boethius, A.D. I4Io. See the
Introduction.

XXVII. LEAULTE VAULT RICHESSE.

From the same MS. as the last.

7. don but lent, lit. 'done but lent,' i.e. merely lent (you). For this
idiom, see note to Ch. C.T., B 171 (voL v. p. 145).

XXVll I. SAYINGS.

5. Cf. Shak. King Lear, iii. 2. 91 ; see the Introduction.

XXIX. BALADE.

This Balade, printed by Stowe, seems like a poor imitation of the
style of Lydgate.



GLOSSARIAL INDEX.

References to I. (The Testament of Love) are to the Book, Chapter, and
Line; thus 'I. ii. I. 7'-Testament of Love, bk. ii. ch. I. 1. 7- References
cotltaining 'pr.' refer to the prologue to the same. In all other cases, the
references are to the piece and to the line : thus ' V. 5o '- Letter of Cupid, 1.50.

A, v. have, I. i. a. 173 ; ger. I. i. 5. 93. Aeons, s. feverish attack, VIII. 229;
A. doblya, (p_-r/_aps) to the deer, as XVIII. 39; Accesse, VIII. 136.

if devoted to the devil, I. ii. x3. 99. Accident, s. accidental quality, I. ii.
See the note. 7- 144; accident, 1I. 1,22.

A. down, (pffhapsfor k dice), I. ii. A.eoompto, I pr. s. account, I. ii. 13.
I3. 99. bee the note. 9 x; pp. I. ii. 9. 48-

A. this hagfo, on this side, below, A.ooomptos, s pl. accounts, II. 778.
I. i. 9- 39. Accord, s. agreement, XVIII. 28o.

A. b. c., s. alphabet, L ii. I. iJ 3. Aceordaunne,s.agreement,I.ii.5.27.
A.baoke, ado. backward, I11. 3oo; AooordRunt, adj. agreeing, XVIll.

Abakke, VIII. 326. 83.
A.bbeym, s. pl. abbeys, XXIV. IH._. Aenorde, get. to agree, to rime, II.
A.boiuon, _. (/or Abasen), abase, put 477;2Pr. s. suits, VllI. 1832 2pr.fl.

down, reprove, XXIV. 738. agree, llI. 212 ; pr. pl. I. ii. 5. 26 ;
A-bit, pr.s. abides, IV. a84; XIiI. 3o. _res.pt. XX. 712. :SeeAcordo.
A.ble, imp. s. enable, VII. 32 ; Abled, A.eertainod, p_. made sure, informed,

pp. 1. ii. 9.95 ; fitted, I. ii. 6. 4- XX. 568.
A.bode, 2 pt. s. didst abide, L ii. Aehates. s. pl. purchases, I. ii. 2.48.

4. iox ; Abood, pt. s. remained, Auomered, j_. encumbered, 1. iii. 5-
L i. 5.3x. 57 ; troubled, I. iii. 7- 47.

About, on, adz: all about, all round, Aeompt, v. reckon, 1. ii. In. 88.
I. ii. 8.37. Aoordaunoes, s.pl. agreements, I. ii.

A.brogg_, gee. to abridge, _horten, 8. 54-
XIX. 18. Aeorde, _r. to agree, I. ii. 8. 47 ;

A.breydo, get. to start up, awake, pr.s.I, ii. 2.52 ;pr.pl. lX. 21o. a.
VIII. 15; Abraid, pt. s. started, nathing, in no wise agree, l. ii. 2.74.
went suddenly, XVII. 45 ; Abrayde, A.corn, s. acorn. VIII. 73.
awoke, VllI. 154. A-oroko, adv. amiss, XXIV. 378.

A.bydtng, e, s. waiting, delay, I.i. A-dayes, adv. by day-time, XXII. 34.
3. 38. Adhera_ad,_-r_r.pt. cleaving, I. i. 9.

A.byo, zP. pay for (itS, II. z233 ; pay xo 3.
for, IL 1199. Admil'&ll, s. prince, chief, II. x94.

A.byme, s. the abyss, X. 736. Adnulled,_p. annulled, I. iii. 3- 49.
A.-oale, 2_. as adj. frozen, afflicted A.d.uullmgo, s. annulling, I. i. 4 22.

with the cold, 11. 7x. Ado, to do, VIII. 76x.
A'ooeph2_p. acee_ted (as), 3. ii. x3.36 ; A-down, adv. down here, II. 7319 .

Aecepte, as adj. _1. accepted, VIII. A-<lra_,j¢p. afraid, I. ii 7. 6x ; IV.
427 . 89; filiedwith iear, I.L a. x',, 182.
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Adulaeioun, s. flattery, XlI. 6I. Alday, adv. continually, L L 2. 162 ;
Adveraair, $. adversary, XXIV. xo35. IV. 270.
A.dver_enOe, $. attention, XI. 6I. Aldnr-l_st, ado. last of all, VIII. 561.
Adverteth, im_. flL heed, note, XlII. Aldernoxt, adj. next of all, XV. a. 3.

45" Ale, $. ale, IL 432.
&-ford, _0_0.afraid, II. 433 ; Aferde, A.legoauneo, s. alleviation, XVI. 54.

I. i. a. 1o. Aleged, _0. alleged, adduced, I. ii. 9.
A-fore, on fire, X. 129. 143.
A-forre, adv. afar, VIII. 61o. Alegoment, s. alleviation. XII. 3_.
Affect, s. desire, I. iii. 9. 43- Alegge, z,. alleviate (me), XVIII. a6.
Affeotuoualy, adz,. with desire, I. iii. Algate, adz,. in any case, IV. a49 ;

6. 64. VIII. 519; always, IV. 27L
Afformod,/,ft. affirmed, 1V. x3. Algates, adv. in all ways, I. iii. 6. 14 ;
amohod,2_2_, fixed, set, I. ii. 9- zn. at any rate, I. iL ._. 7 x.
Amrmattf, s. the affirmative, I. iii. 8. A-lighte, z,. be glad, be cheerful, I. i.

4° • 3- 71.
A.tt_y, s. conflict, trouble, XX. 374- Allogoaunno, s. alleviation, relief,
A.fl_yed, £0. frightened away, XVI. 7a5 ; XXIV. 886 ; XXV. 17.

XVIII. a35 ; frightened, XXIV. All-holyeat, adj. holiest of all, If.
iooo. 2oi.

A._r, z,. trust, XXVIL 3 ; Affye, _r.2_l. A.lmesse, s. alms, IL 3oI ; XXIII. 7 ;
X. 63. Almous, (his) pittance, XVII, 39 a.

Aforn, adv. previously, VIII. 45 x ; X. Al.moigner, s. almoner, I. i. pr. Io8.
io 7. Aloes, s. aloes, I. i. I. xoo.

ALfray, get. to frighten, II. 859. Al-only, adv. only, I. iii. 3. 44-
After, adv. afterwards, XVI. 38o ; A-laughter, a-laughing, XXIV. 1426.

After as, according, as, I. i. _0r. 44. About, adz,. altogether outside, XVI.
After, flre/_, for, L il. 3- 35 ; i.e. to 575.

get. I. ii. 14. 94; After non, i.e. Alowo, pr.s. subfi may (He) approve,
always alike, XVI. I6L II. 1379 ; Alowed, _0._.approved of,

After-geane, s. second game, return- I.i. 8. 7.
match, XVL 5a3 . Ale, adv. as, XVII. x6x, 571 ; Al-so,

After-reward, s. following reward, as, XII. 85-
I. iii. 2. 123. Alterait, _. altered, XVII. 227.

.&gadred, fij0. gathered together, II. Alther-grottest, adj. _'eatest of all,
1335. very great, XVI. a98.

Agutoth,J_'. s. frightens greatly. I. Alther-lant, adzJ. lastofall,VIII. 503.
ii. 7- 77- A.maistry, z,. conquer, I. ii. Ii. 63;

Agtlted, _t. s. sinned against, II. rule, I. i. 2. Io5; Amaistrien, v.
I3o8. subdue, I. iL xL 3a ; ._r. s. masters,

Agnelet, s. little lamb, X. la 3. overpowers, L ii. 9- 6o ; compels,
Agnus-neat'as (see the note, p. 531), I. iii. 6. I57 ; _. conquered, got b_'

XX. 16o. mastery, I. ii. x1.59 ; overcome, I. x.
4- 28.

Agoon,Ago,XVII./_0"gone238,away, VIII. a4; Am,_t, 2_. cast down, VIII. 168.
Agramed, j_p. angered, II. 343. Amayed,_p. dismayed, XVIII. 23a.
Agryae, z,. feel terror, II. 36O, 841, Ambes M, double aces, XHI. 78.

1_16; XVHI.. xS;_0r, pl. sub/. let Seenote, p. 515.
them fear, 1I. 96L Amendea, s.2M. amends, retribution,

Ague, s. feverish attack, IX. 37. II. IO9o.
Air, adz,. early, XVII. 82. Ameroed, _. fined, II. io_ 3.
Akele, z,. cool, XXIV. 1o76. Amiase.goLug, _. trespass, I. ii. 14.
Aken. _r. _l. ache, IV. a6o; Ake, 94.

VIII. 554. Amoneateth,/b'. s. admonishes, I. i.
A-known, 2_0.perceived, recognised, 6. Io 9.

XXIV. __99. Among, a/z,. meanwhile, VIIL 154 ;
A1, conj. although, L i. 7- 6I. X. 86 ; XXL 3oo.
Alay, s. alloy, I. ii. 4- 13_; Alayea, And, conj. if. I. i. 8. x3.

_l. VII. _36. Ann, a, XVII. I.
Alayo, v. allay, VIII. _o9. Aneueh, adj. enough, XVII. Ixo, 350.
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AnguiB, adj. distressful, I. ii. 8. x20; A.r, .pr._0L are; It at, they are, XVI.
l. ii. In. 94. See N. E.D. 53 I.

A-night, by night, XIX. a 3. A.rayao, go-. to raise, I. ii. 14. 45.
Ania, adv. once, XVII. IS 7. A.rbiWement, s. choice, L iii. 2. 128 ;
Ankers, s.,O/, anchors, I. ii. In. H 7. I. iii. 3.76.
Anon-right, adv. immediately, XX. Areir, adv. behindhand, XVII. 03.

397, 4on- Arorod, _0. set up, I. i. 5- In4.
Anoy, s. vexation, L ii. _. 34 ; Annoy, Areat, s. _pear-rest, XX. a8_. ' With

discomfort, XX. 389 . spere in thyn arest alway'; Rein.
Anoynt,_. anointed, IV. 274. Rose, 7561.
Antooodent, s. antecedent statement, Areat, s. stopping, arresting, I. ii. 6.

premiss, I. ii. 5. In. 83 ; arrest, I. ii. 1o. 98.
Anullecl. _0/_.annulled, I. iii. a. 8I. A-,'oysed, h/,. raised up, I. ii. 5- x13 ;
A-pane, adv. quickly, VIII. Inn. raised, V. 144.
Apal, _. be appalled, faint, XXII. JS. Ark, s. arc, coarse, VIII. 59o.
.&pan't, adv. apart, XXIV. 14oo. AfRo, s. ark, X. 134.
Apayed, _0h. pleased, satisfied, III. A.rmony, s. harmony, I. ii. 9- 9; 1"

x33, a48; Apayd,.XXI. an8; _oel ii. 13. 75; XXIV. 14o 3.
a., well pleased, XVIII. a31 ; eve/ Armuro, s. armour, XIII. Ioi.
a., ill pleased, XVIII. 92. Am, fr._l, are, VI. 43 ; IX. 153.

Apayred, _,_. depreciated, I. ii. I. 66. Arran, s. cloth of Arras, XXIV. l 13.
Apoohe, _r. _0l. impeach, XIII. 88 ; Arsmetriko, s. arithmetic, I. iii. I. 68.

Apeched, 0h. I. i. 9. 138- Artod, _0l. s. provoked, XXIV. 46-
Apond, z_.belong, II. 666. Artyk, adj. northern, XVLI. 2o.
A-per-an, A by itself, the chief letter, As, 7oith imp., pray, V. 3o ; As than,

prime thing, XVII. 78. at that time, just then, XVII. aT.
Almrt, adj'. open ; 2_revy nor aprf, As, s. _I. aces, XIII. 78.

secret nor open, in no respect, XVI. Ash, s. ash-tree, VIII. 73-
_74. Askaunoo, adv. askance, aside, XVI.

AporCly, adv. openly, I. iii. 8. lo8; 6o 4.
without concealment, I. i. 8. a 9 ; Asker, s. one who asks, I. ii. 3. 3°.
Apertely, I. iii. a. aS. Askes, s.2_l, ashes (i. e. penance), II.

Apotod,/_. sought after, I. ii. 13. 53. 943.
See the note, p. 476. Aakoth, :Or.s. requires, I. i. 20r. x "4 ;

Agzyro, v. suffer evil, be harmed, I. ii. 5. a8.
XVIIL 17o ; Apeyred, _. injured, Aslaken, v. assuage, XXIV. 7_o.
L iii. 5. a4; defamed, I. i. 6. IL Asottod, ._. besotted, XVL 68a.

Almyso, v. appease, XVI. 39 L .Am_y, s. trial, I. i. 5. 53 ; V. x47 ;
A-place, into its ,ight place, IV. 5o. attempt, XVI. 57 a ; Assayes, 2_I.
Apoatatah s. apostate, IlL 37, 3 Ia ; trials, L ii. 3. 7 a.

Apostatas,_0l. llI. 43- Amomblod, pt. s. brought (them)
Appatr, z,. blame, harm, XXIV. 416. together, XVL 69L
Appa_lz, _0r. s. subj. fade, VI. 8. Ammnt_unt, pres.yt, assenting, I. i. 6.
Appas'LUo, s. ornamentation, XXIV. 53, 87 ; I. iii. 6. 15o.

H 4. Aaahen, s._Ol, ashes, I. iii. 7- 38.
Appsraylen, pr. _01. attempt, L i. 6. A_omoned, pp. summoned, XXIV.

_7_. _7°-
Appeirod. _0_. impaired, XX. 553 ; A_aoyle, Ko-- to explain, I. iii. 4. 18 ;

hammed (i. e. much harm is done), Asoile, _. answer, XXIV. _a83;
I. ii. 6. 16I. 2_0. explained, I. iii. 4. 255 ; ab-

Apperozyrzd,_. perceived, I. i. _. solved, IIL 3_a.
34. Asayse, s. way, fashion, II. 843 ; size,

Appzrtly, ad_. openly, evidently, I. XXIV. I313 ; of a., of a like size.
ii. 9- 178. suitable to each other, XXI. 5._I.

Appropred, _0/L appropriated, re- Assyaod, ,_. fixed, set ; or/:erha_Os,
served, I. ii. 6. 63 ; assigned, VI. 34. assessed, rated, IV. 332 ; regulated,

Apron. s. _1. natural tendencies, 1. iii. IV. s36.
6. 6o. _Unique.) Astm.tz, jot. s. escaped, II. _35o.

Aqulrtzat, _.e. $. payesh I. iii. 7. Astato, s. estate, rank, XXIV. 47-
_5a. Antzrto, v. escape, I. i. 7- 87 ; V. 38 ;
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VIII. 49 ° ; start aside, give way, I. Avttyl, ¢. prevalence, XXI. 649.
ii.I.7o;pr.s, subj. escape, lX.*$4; Avsyl, v. be of use, II, xoSo; pp.
pt. s. escaped, XXIV. x48. made valid, IV. 19! ; _0red._t. use-

Astonied, p,#. astonished, I. i. 2. I7 ; ful, I. L 7.96.
XX. 1o2. aventure, s. fortune, XVI. 499 ; luck,

Aatrmagled, pp. strangled, I. Hi. 7. XVI. 856.
128. Aver, s. wealth, I. i. 1o. 19. A.F.

Astray, adv. astray. II. 673;XX. 285. aveir, F. avolr.
Aatronomyo,s astronomy,I.iii.L69. Avtaee, adj. prudent, IX. 2t 5 ; XlI.
Aaured, pp. rendered blue, blue, I. ii. 4-

x3. 78. Avoicle, Ker. to depart, I i. I. 131.
At, preiO, from, XVII. 258. Avow, s. vow, II. 29 ; XVIII. 2a9 ;
Atamte, v. taste, I. i. x. lot ; I. iii. 7. Avowe, IX. 93.

7 ; Atasted, pp. I. iii. 5. 9 I. Avowe, v. vow,IV. 2,3 ; XVlII. 229;
&.-th_oted, pp. throttled, strangled, own, acknowledge (it), II. x374.

I. ii. 5- 71- (Unique.) Avowing, s. vowing, I. i. 3. 64.
ttome, prep. beyond, XVII. x62. Avowriea, s. 20/.protectors, III.._55.
Attaa_ao, v. subdue (lit. tame), XVI. Av_-se, s. advice, XVI. 225; XXL

707. See ,'/tame in N. E.D. t89 ; consideration, VIII. 464.
Attempemtmoo, $.Moderation, XXI. Avysement, s. consideration, VIII.

507. 278 ; XVIII. 272.
Attempre, adj. temperate, VIII. 57- Av'yseneeso, s. Advisedness, XXI.
Attourney, s. attorney, I. L 8. 1xx ; 543-

VIIL 28I. kv_singo, pres. pt. considering, I. i.
Attyred, pp. attired, II. 192. 4. 5.
Auotorit6, s. authority, I. i. 4. 9 ; Awayt, s. lying in wait, watching an

XVL x37. opportunity, XVI. 34 i ; attendance,
Jkuotour, s. author, I. iii. 4- 245. VIII. 408; ambush, snare, XVI.778.
Auffrim. s. arithmetic, I. ii. 7. 83. Aw&yte, v. wait, XVL 474 ; ger. to
Auld, adj. old, XVII. 32. wait for, try, XVI.._55.
Auaacestrye, s. ancestry, IV. x2 ; Aun- Awaywsrd. adv. away, I. i. I. x x5 ;

cetrye, XXIV. 1242. aside, XVI. 89.
Aurest, adj. golden, X. x3 ; XXIV. A-werke, at work, I. ii. 3. za4 ; I. iii.

817- 6. 67.
A.meore, s. dawn, XIX. 22. A-whe.lped, pp. amazed, VIII. x68.
Auter, s. altar, L ik 2.57. Awtn, adj. own, XVII. 275-
Authorysed, pp. considered as an- twreke, pp. avenged, XVIU. 2x5.

thoritative, IV, 330 ; Authoreist,pp. Awter, s. alter, XXIV. 325.
authorised, XVII. 66. Axe, v. ask, IlL 24.

Authour, s. author, I. iii. x. 169. l_tng, $. asking, request, V. x22.
Autumpne, s. autumn, VIII. 63. Ay, s. egg, II. 862.
Availe, $. value ; us/or a., less value, Ayein, adv. back again, XVI. 5o4.

or, easier to obtain, XXIV. t 16. Ayen-br/nge, v. bring back, L L a.
Avantomre, s. pl. boasters, XVI. 8x 4. 77"

See not.e, p. 52o. Ayenooming, pres. _. returning, I.
.&vaunee, s. advancement, II. 2a5. Hi. 9. 66.
Avamxoe, v. promote, VIII. 354; X. Ayen6s, prt_. in return for, IL Ia97 ;

7 ; succeed, X.Ill. 75 ; iml#. s. refl. Ayens, ready for, VIH. 63-
advance, come forward, approach, A_en-looking, hr_.pt, lookingback,
XVL 8ox; pt. ,el. i.e.fl, advanced, I.i. 8. iT.
came forward, XVI. x57 ; #_. pro- Ayenat, pmao. against, IL 826.
meted. I. i. 7. 69. Ayentux-ntng, s. power of turning

Avsunuement, s. promotion, I. iii. again, L ii. 7. t36.
8. x43. Ayenwea'd, adv. back again, I. ii. 6,

Avsunt, s. boast, V. 64; XVI. 73'. xS; in retura. LL a. Io2; on the
Av&unte, x pr. s. boast, I. i. 6. z86 ; contrary, on the other hand, L Hi. 4.

pr. pL boa_t, 1. ii. 2. x24. x3o; XVI. 18.
Avstmtour, s. boaster, XVI. 735, Ayre, s. air, XVI. 384.

739 ; Avaunter, Boaster, XXIV. Asuaee, s. azure, i.e. /a2_r /m_i, I.
x2x9. iii. 5- xa4, I32.
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Badde, adj. bad, evil, I. ii. 13. !I. Bedreint, `e#. drenchcd, wetted,
Bsdde-meninge,adj. ill-intentioned, XXIV. 577.

I. ii. L 94 ; I. ii. 13. 16. Beestly, adj. animal, I. ii. 2. 79-
Baid,`et. s. abode, XVII. 49o. Beet,`et. s. beat, II. 1353.
Baill, s. bale, sorrow, X VII. lie ; Before-weting, s. foreknowledge, L

harm, XVII. 413. iii. 4. 63 ; Before-, I. iii. 4. 49-
Bait, s. boar, XVII. 193. Before-winS, `ep. foreknown, I. iii. 4.
Bah', adj. bare, XVII. I8O, 206. 154.
Bait, a. food (for horses), XVII. ale. Begeten,`e`e. begotten, I. iii. 4- x23 ;
Bait, v. feed, XXIV. 194 (see note, Begete, IL 1o3o.

P. 543) ; Baited, `e`e. baited, II. 648. Beggair, a. beggar, XVII. 483.
Bakbyte, get'. to backbite, XlI. I a4. Begonne,`et. `el. began, XVIII. 70 ;
B&kker-more, ado. further back, `e`e IV. 22.

XVI. 85. Behave, v. behave thimself),I.i. Io. 16.
Bal, s. ball, IV. a96 ; eye-ball, I.i. Behest, s. promise, I. i. a. 93 ; _/. I.

4- 2. ii. 3. 38.
Balaunco, s. balance, IV. 263 ; the Behesten, `er./_l. promise, III. 334-

balance, XIII. 9I; in b., itl His Behight, Ip'.*.prumise, assure, XX.
sway, XVI. 85x. 396 ; `et. s. promised, IV. 4 t ; (ap-

:Baasya, s. bahs-ruby, XXL 536 ; patently) commanded, XVI. z59.
Baleis, XXIV. 8o. Behold,`e_0. beheld, XXIV. 279.

Bale, s. evil I. ii. 9. x43. Behoton,`e`e. promised, I. i,i. 8. 76.
Baleful1, adj. evil, II. 12o, 1234- Behove, s. behoof, I. ii. 3. 86.
Balke, s. balk, check, difficulty, II. Behovoly, adj'. fit, suitable, IV. 304.

488. Beikit, l `et. s. warmed, XVII. 36.
Ball, s. a horse's name, II. 4o2. Beildit,`ej0. built, XVlI. 97-
Ballot, s. ballad, poem, XVII. 61o. Being, s. existence, I. ii. 5- ag.
Bandcn, s. disposal, I. ii. 5. 1o7. Beinge-place, s. home, I. iii. 5.77.
Btmere, s. banner, XX. 2II. Be-knowe,gtr. to acknowledge, 1. ii.
Bankea, s. `eL banks, I. ii. 14. 44- I. 127.

See note to 1. 4o, p. 478. Belchero, s. Good Cheer, XXI. 322.
lasnkouris, s. el. benches, soft seats, Boleve, s. belief, XVI. 426 ; XVIIL

XVII. 417 . 16a.
Bmane,_Or.l_l. swear, XXIV. 1143. Beleved,`e`e. left, I. ii. xo. 1o9.
Baptymo, s. baptism, III. 93. Belivo, adv. at once, XVlI. 331.
Bsr,`et. s. bore, carried, XX. a54 , 257. Belie, s. bell, VIII. _6z ; gen. II. 4 o.
Baxeyne, adj. barren, void, V. 298. Benched, `e`e. provided with benches,
Bewgaret, s. a pastoral song, XX. VIII. Is6; XX. 5o.

348. See note, p. 533- Benches, s. `el. benches, or banks of
Bmego, s. boat, XXlV. I87 ; ship, IV. turf, XXI. 49.

a3w. Bend, s. band, girdle, XXIV. 8xo ;
Buelaxdea, s. pl. short swords, II. Bendes, pl. bonds, II. 537.

918. Bene, adv. excellently, XVII. 4x7.
Btame, s. base, I. ii. 7- 90. Bone, s. bean, XXIV. 796.
Bmme, s. kiss, bass, XXIV. 797- Bone-breed, s. bean.bread, I. ii. 2.56.
Bat,_yled,`e`e. assaulted, IV. 194. Benimen, v. take away, I. i. 9. 77.
Baudrika. s. `el. belts, II. 9t8. Boqusth, `et. s. bequeathed, IV. t78.
Baumo, s. balm, VIII. a 7. Bera_,`e_o. bereft, I. i. Io. 53 ; V. 36a.

Bswme-bloaaom, s. balm-blossom, Berayned,/_. rained u.poa, X. I a8.
X. 4q- Bere, s. bear, I1. 139, o48.

Bay, s. bay ; at bay, lI. x39. Bore him in hondo, make him
Bayn, $. bath, XXI. 464 . believe, III. 323 ; `et. `el. bore,
BAy-window. s. window with a bay carried, XX. 2t3, a_ 3 ; Betest in

or recess, XXIV. Io58 ; `el. XXI. hondo, a ft. s. accusest, III. 153 ;
t63. Beren on hoade, accuse falsely, V.

Be, adv. by the time that, when, a?4.
XVIL 558. Betel, s. beryl, VIII. 37 ; XXI. 455.

Bemu, adj. fair, XXIV. Io85. Bernea. s.`eL barns, I. i. 3.._I.
Bede, pt. s. bade, II. xaa 9. Besoon, p20. adorned, XX. 169 ;
Bedred, adj. bedriddem, ILL 119. Ikseae_ arrayed, XVlI. 416.
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Besette, o. bestow, place, I. i. 9. 72 ; Blemt_bed, _g. injured, I. ii. in. 93-
XI. 15 ; pp. bestowed, XXIV. 39 t ; Blend,_0. blinded, II. 85_.
used, II. Io4o ; set up, VIII. 35a. Bleak, s. glance, look, XVIL 499.

Be-seyn, pp. adorned, XII. 9; XXIV. Blenking, s. look, XVIL 503.
12x. Blent,pp. blinded,II.771; VIII.

Beohot,2_- shutup,I.i.3.99- 461 tseenote,p. 508).
Beamyreth, pr. s. defiles, I. ii. 6. Blore, adj. blear, dim, L ii. L xa 3.

Ia 7. See the note, p. 469 . Blerod, pp. bleared, dimmed, V. Io 5.
Beoprad, pt. p/. spread over, XXIV. BUss, I pr. s. bless, XXIV. 86a.

a66. Blobere, v. to blubber, to sob, I. ii.
Beatad, pp. hardly beset, IV. 88; 3. 59-

Be-sted, pfl.bestead, circumstanced, Bluatringe (probably for bluschinge_,
II. 4o3 . s. brighmess, I. i. 2. _o. See note,

Bestial, adj. best/M, I. ii. 4. 4 ; J. P. 454.
ii. to. x2. Blyfe : asM., as quickly as possible,

Besttallich, adj. bestial, I. ii. 4. 45. XXIV. 161 ; heartily, XXIV. 4o4;
Beatialt6, s. fleshliness, I. iii. 9" 48. as soon as possible, IX. xIZ ; XXIV.
Beswhako, gee. to toil for, I. i. I. 4o. _441 .
Bet, adv. better, VIII. 337 ; XXII. Blyvely, adv. soon, I. iii. 4. x9-

54- Boohour, s. butcher, II.584-
Betake, p,_. committed (to), I. iL 6. Bode, I pt. s. remained, XXIV. I35 I.

4a. Bodon, pp.bidden, IlL x34.
Bore, pp. adorned with beaten gold, Boistoualy, adz,. rudely, XX. 595.

XX. 2xa. Boket, s. bucket, I. iii. z. I45.
Boreioh, x _0r. s. bequeath, XVII. Boldod, p2_. emboldened, XVI. a6.

577. Bole, s. boll, I. i. 5. 127; XX. 3;
Boron, v. kindle, XXIV. 324. Taurus, VIII. 4.
Betddon (=betidden), pt. pl. hap- Bollen, /_0. swollen, overcharged,

pened (to), I. i.pr. x2a. VIII. IoI.
Betokeneth, pr. s. means, IIL 5o. Bolne, go'. to swell, I. iL x4- 4z.
Botrapped, _. entrapped, V. 25a. Bond, s. bond,II. 68x.
Betraydon,p/. pl. betrayed, V. x98. Bond, pt. s. bound, VIII. 6a3.
Betrsyuhod, p/. s. betrayed, I. ii. 7- Bondmen, s.p/. serfs, II. zoo 9.

118. Bood, Ipt. s. abode, XVI. 99.
Betterer, adj. better, I. iL 13. 7I. Boon, s. boon, petition, XXI. 62x.
Bevar, adj. made of beaver, XVII. Boot, s. boat, XIII. 56.

386. Berries, s. pl. tables, XVI. 1ox.
Bewent.pp. turned aside, I. i. L aI. Bordu.re, s. border, rim, VIII. 594-
Bowrye, v. disclose, utter, XXIV. Bore, s. boar, VIII. 386.

x3._8. Boron, _. bore, I. i.4-a.
Bioahe, s. bitch, lI. 889. Borne, get. to burnish, ornament,
Bigge, ger. to build, II. 473. adorn, XXIV. 9.
Bigon, pp. beset; welb.,wellplaced, Borowe, s.pledge; to b., as a security,

well situate, in a good position or VIII. in.
case, XX. 186. See Beg'o in the Bosardes, s.pl. buzzards, II. x337.
New E. Dict. Bosse, s. stud, boss, XX. a46.

Bil, s. petition, XXI. 325 ; Billes, pl. Boat, s. boost, V. 234.
XXI. 352. Bosreoua, adj. noisy, XVII. x95.

Bileved, _. believed, I. ii. 6. no. Boater, s. boaster, II. 4o3.
Bfdowen,pp. lied against, belied, V. Bore, s. good, benefit, VII. 56 ; help,

x_. XX. 83.
Biquath, pt. s. bequeathed, VIL 68, Both, s. booth, tabernacle, I. ii. xo.
Bit, pr. s. bids, XXIV. 469 . 95.
Bitto, s. bit, I. iL 6.83. BoulE, s. body; bogk a_ _on, body
Bla, adj. livid, XVII. 159. Icel. bldr. andbone, X. ia2. SeeNewE. D.
Blabbing, ffes. pt. prattling, V. ll6. Boun, adj.ready, IV. z7; XVII. 6oo.
Blaiknlt, _t_. lit. made bleak, de- Bout, s. bower, I1. lao.

prived, XVII. 41o. BoWe, v. bend, give way, XVL 49 x,
Blalours, s. proclaime_, trumpeters, 49 _.

L i. ,o. _o. Bowea, s.a¢l, bough_, VIII. $_, 583.
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Boystous, adj. rough, boisterous, Buit, s. advantage, profit, help, XVII.
I. i. pr. 7; II. 139; rough, poor, 481. See:Bate.
lowly, If. xosa ; rude, XXII. 26. Bullet, s. bubble, XVII. xgo.

Brak, pt. s. brake, V. 378. BuIlo, s. bull, IV. 208.
1:true, pt. s. burst, XVLIA. 21o ; Buroly, adj. fit for n lady's bower,

zpt. s. I. i. 4. x; pt. pL XX.49o; XVII. 417 ;handsome, XVII. x73;
penetrated, XVII. 15. large, XVII. 18o. See p. 524.

:Braumoholet, s. small branch, X. 44- Bu-,'jonon, v. bud, I. iii. 7- 5 I-
:Br&_mohes, s. pl. branches, I. iii. Bu.rJoning, s. budding, bud, I. ii. l I.
7-4- io5 ; I.iii. 7.45.

:Bravie, s. prize of running, X. 65. :Buxjoning-_yme, s. time of budding,
See note. I. ill 7. 7°.

Bx_yd, s. moment, XXIV. I_73. :Burjons, s. pl. buds, I. iil. 7- 49.
:Braying, pres. pt. clanging, II. x66. "Ruskit, A#/0.adorned, XYII. 253.
:Brodo, s. breadth, VIII. 162; XX. Bustoous, adj. boisterous, rough,

43. XVII. x53 ; huge, XVII. x66.
Breird,s.lit.blade(ofgrass,&c.); See ]8oystous.
onbr.,in growth,on theincrease, But, _re_. without,I. iii.4. x3._;
XVlI. 4t3. XVII. 94, 194; except, I. iii. 6. 4o.

:Bruise, s. breast, XVII. Ha. :But-if, conj. unless, I. i. x. I24; I. ii.
Brenno, pr. s. subj. burn, XVIII. 7-86.

1o5 ; pr. p/. XVIII. 35 ; Brenda, x I_ULXOm,adj'. obedient, hence, subject,
_0t. s. burnt, XI. 6 ; pt. s. subj. I.i. 9- 4°.
should burn, I. ii. 6. 29; Brent, Bu.xnmnosse, s. obedience, VI. I I.
pt. s. burnt, XXIV. 232 ; Brunt,pp. By, prep. with reference to, XVII.
If. 1234; Brend, p:.II. 674;pres. 278; By that: for the reason that,
_0t. burning, I. i. 3. lot ; Brennende, I.i. 7. 57.
I. i. L 2X ; Brennanfle, I. i. x. 1o4. ]By and by, in due order, IX. 226 ;

Brenningly, adv. hotly, V. 239. XX. 59, I45-
Branh adj. high, smooth, XVII. Bye, v. buy, I. i. 3- 123; I pr. s

x73. VIII. 435.
:Brotherhedes, s. p1. brotherhoods, ByHs, s.._l, boils, tumours, XVII.

III. 88. 395.
:Brid, s. bird, XVIII. 26o, 27o ; By-p_thun, s.p/. by-ways, I.i. 4. 42.

Briddes, _01.VIII. 43 ; XVIII. 262. :Byte, z,. bite, devour, II. 576 ;
Brigo, s. contention, trouble, I. i. 7" Bytande, 1bros. #t. biting, hitter, I.

Io 4. See note, p. 46o. i. 1o. 9o.
:Brind, adj. hot (lit. burnt), XXIV.

3x9. See note, p. 544.
Brinko, s. brink, edge, margin, I. Gables, s. zgl. cables, I. ii. to. l_ 7.

ii. 24- 4 j ; VIII 9o. Oacohondu, pres. p¢. catching, com-
Broohed, pt. s. violated, XXIV. 1234. prehensive, I. ii. x. 57.
Broohee, s. brooches, II. 9o4. Caoching, s. getting money, II. lax 7-
Broke, s. dat. brook, XVIII. 2I 7 ; Oaco, s. case;/n, c., perchance, XVII.

-syde, brook-side, XVIII. 60. 5o7.
Broken, pp. torn, L ii. 2. 65. Oairful, adj. full of care, mournful,
Broste, _. burst, XI. 99- See XVII. I, 3xo.

:Br_t_ ositif, adj. wretched, XXIV. 2o 5.
Brute1, adj. brittle, frail, I. i. to. Oaitived,Caytifved,_*p. imprisoned,

x_o. kept as a captive, I. i. L x6.
Brot, olneaso, s. frailty, XIll. 22. O_-ld, adj. cold, XVlI. 54 x.
laroulg apr. jOl. use, make use of, OaJL s. caul, head-dress, 11. 338.

enjoy, XXI. 259. O_dl, adj. (prob. elworfor Tall), II.
Browdered,/_p. braided, XXIV. 8x x ; 466. Set Untall.

ornamented, XVII. 4t7. Oshn, s. calm, VII. I4o.
:Bruk.ilnes, #. frailty, XVII. 86. O_n, I pr. s. know, possess, XVI.
:Br_k_!l, adj. brittle, XVII. 569 . 733 ; ran l_as, did pass, went, XVII.
:Brydol, get. to restrain, I. ii. 6. 83. 28 ; can distend, caused to descend,
Buckalora, s. i0l. bucklers, II. 917. XVIL 6; Canst, pr. s. knowest, IL
Buoket, s. bucket, 1I. 298. See note. xo73.

*** O0
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Oaptyves, s. _l. wretches, captives, Ohanons, s. _0l. canons, II. 717, lc6_ ;
II. 291. IIL 28o.

Carditmle, s. a disease of the heart, Ohspelayns,s. 01. chaplains, III. 348.
pain in the heart, I. ii. It. x25. Ohalmlet, s. chaplet, XX. 154, a36 ;

Csrdina, ll, s. cardinal, II. 3x4, 456. Chapelets. _/. XX. 159 ' 161. 209,
Care, s. misery, I. i. 3. If8. 222.
Oareckes, s. 2_1. characteni, marks, Ohapitre, s. chapter, I. iii. 9- 2x.

II. 54_- Chapman, s. trader, IIL x47 ; Chap-
Oark6, _. be anxious, II. a5o, 1x_3. men,/_!. IIL xa8.
Oaxpon, I pr. _/. talk about, discuss, Ohapt_or-house, s. chapter-house, III.

I. ii. 8. 3o. 75-
Cassidony_ s. chalcedony, XXI. 478. Char. s. chariot, VII. x77 ; VIII. 595.

See note. Charge, s. responsibility, VIII. 328 ;
Cast me, t _l. s. designed, intended, XVI. 469 ; burden, I. i. 3- 15 ;

XVI. 80. blame, XXIV. I86 ; #l. burdens, I.
Cannel, adj. subject to chance, XXII. ii. 7- 69-

44. Chase, 2_r. 2_l. chase, persecute, II.
Carol, s. wealth, I. ii. 5. 56 ; Catell, I32_.

If. 38._ : Curtal, II. 2._o. Ohue,_t. s. chose, XVI. I66.
Oat,hoda'ala, s./_l, cathedrals, II.._l 3. Chau.noollero, s. x:haacellor_ XXI.
Oattol-ctmching, s. getting money, 5o7.

II. 856. Cksunsol, s. chancel, I. ii. 2.63.
C&uld, s. cold, XVII. 7- Chauntomenta, s. _ol. enchantments,
Cauaeful,adj.circumstantial, weighty, I.i. 9. 28.

I. iii. 5. 54. Ohauaxtomm, s. sinkers, IL 87o.
Cautol, s. tricIL llI. 3o3 : Cautele, Chayre, s. throne, XXI. 476.

V. 286 ; /_L deceits, XXII. 5o. Chaos ; _ Cheae.
Cawdell, s. awarm gruel, mixedwith Chere, s. demeanour, XXIV. 575;

wine or ale, and sweetened or spiced, good cheer, XVI. 95 ; /_I. looks,
given chiefly to sick people, XXIV. XIV. 8.
438. See (.'atdk in the N. E.D. Cherolich, adj. prodigal, II. rosa.

C&y'tif, s. captive, wretch, I. i. t. t a2 ; Read not durelich ; see note, p. 49 x.
.#/. II. 7x. Cheryeo, v. cherish, VII. x6 ;Cberyse,

C_ytifnesse, s. captivity, wretched- XXlV. 893.
net,s, I. i. 2. 3t. Chose, get. to choose, I. ii. to. 21 ;

Caytive, adj. wretched, XVIL 4o8. Chosen, get. VII. 185 ; I pr. s. IX.
Cedre, s. cedar, X. 39 ; _l. VIII. 67. 249 ; im/L s. 3 P. let him choose,
Oedule.s. schedule, writing, XXI.345. XVI. 3_3; Chees,/_t. s. chose, IV.
Caller, s. cellar, I. ii. a. _7. 3i ; VIII. 395 ; Cheisit, 2_t. pl.
Colsitude, s. highness, XXIV. 611. chose, XVII. _65.
Oolurod,./,_,. celled, canopied, VIII. Chealng, s. choice, IX. x5.

52" Chest, o, s. chest, VIII. 227.
Cattle, s. circle, XXI. 536r. Ohoverit, pt. _L shivered, shook,
Oaten.l, adj. ; c. oka, holm-oaks, XX. XVII. t56. See Ohiver.

_o9. See note. Ohovisaunoe, s. usury, dealing for
Cease, Ker. to cease, XVI. 37 ; Cess- profit, XII. 53.

ing that, when that ceases, V. 415. Ohevyoo, g preserve, V. 325.
Chaco, s. chase (at tennis), IV. 295. Ohid, f_. chad (pp. ofc_e), XVIII.

See note. 267"

Chafed, _/0. heated, warm_ed, 1. ii. Ohildtng,/_'ts. 2_t. bearing a child,
t_. 8 : Chafiage,/_'. #t. 1. ii. t2. _. X. x39.

Ch_m'en, #r. _0l. bargain for, II. t 46. Ohippea. s. _l. chips. I. i. 9. 20.
Chair, s. chariot, car, XVII. no4; Oh.ivar; t/_'. s. shiver, VIII. _3o.

XX. x. Ohorl, s. churl, VIII. 39o.
Chalenge, v. claim, I. L to. 66; I Ohoae,_/. chosen, IV.4.

_r. s. claim. XVI. a33 ; tar. _l. III. Ohoweth, p'. s. chews, II. a58.
a2. Chri_tned, _,_. christened (person),

Chalmer, s. chamber, XVII. 28, 4x6. IL tot.
Clmanberer, s. lady of the chamber, OhurIioh, adj. churlish, poor. II.

XXIV. t58. _o5_.
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Oircute, s. circuit ; c. tours, complete Oommenn, s. `Ol. the commons, I. i.
course, I. iii. 7. 75- 7. 64.

Oitolo, s. zedoary, X. 7L OommensM, adj. partaking of a
OlsAde, fi/0.fil. clothed, II. 1o14- common repast, feeding with
Slam, `st. s. climbed, XVII. 5flu. others, I. i. 4. 25-
Olsmuro, _er. to clamour, I. i. 6.1 so. Oommin_ltb, s. commons, II. 654 ;
Ol_ppe, `or. fil. prate, V. 328 ; Clap- `OLcommunities, L iii. I. 89.

pen, I. i. 8. 33 ; Clappeth, `or. s. Oommlug, `ores. _t. as adj. future,
prates, V. I42. sure to ha_open, I. iii. 3. 26; I. iii.

Cl&ppor, s. clap-dish, as carried by 3.82.
lepers, XVII. 343, 387 • Oomoditb, s. advantage, I. iii. 8. I5._.

Olatter, gor. to proclaim, applaud, Oomonalt_, s. commonalty, XXIV.
I. i. 8. 24. 12o9.

Clorgion, s. chorister-boy, I. ii. 2.62. Comparazion, s. comparison, I. ii.
Slope, l_r. s. cry, VIII. 21_.5; _r.`ol. 11. 35-

call, name, VI. 6: ,@r.2_l. II. 2o! ; Compaxinonod, pp. compared, I. i.
int`o, s. call, I. ii. 14. 75 ; _. Ol. Or. 49 ; I. i. 1.68 ; I. ii. 13. 50.
called, 1. ii. 2. 96; fifl. I. iii. 4- OompM, s. circuit, XX. 54 ; actrlain
lfi4 ; V. I6. oft., within a certain distance round,

Slim, v. climb, XVII. 263. XVI. 193 ; of comfias, in a circle,
Clinke, s. clink, sound, II. 40. XXI. 53.
OLippingos, s.`ol, embraces, I. i. 5.97- OompMsed, _. contrived, V. 369.
CLips, s. eclipse, I. ii. 2. 15; I. ii. Oompteth, `or. s. accounts, I. iii. 5-

6. 94- 45 ; Compted, fi`o. accounted, I. ii.
Olokes, s.`ol, cloaks, XX. 207. Io. I6; counted, I. ii. 5. 77.
Olose, fir. `Ol. are included, come Oompuluion, s. compulsion, I. lii.

together, I. iii. 4- 165 ;fifO.enclosed, 2. x4fi.
I. i. i. 133 ; XXI. 52. Oomune wele, commonwealth, 1. i.

Coseoion, s. compulsion, I. iii. 3- 53. 6. 84.

Oos, rt,od,_p, constrained, I. i. 6. 15 7 ; Oon, g'er. to observe, note, XXIV.
compelled, I. iii. 3.63. 379-

Cookes, s. (for Goddes), II. I271. Oonoeit, s. liking, fancy, XVI. 442 ;
Cockle, s. darnel, I. ii. I. 93. Conceyt, XVI. 476 ; imagination,
Cookie, s. shell, X. 128. V. 364; XVI. 79 L
Oooold, s. cuckold, XXIV. 41o. Oonolude, v. include, I. it. IX. I I x.
Oofron, get. to put in a chest, II. lO 7. See nole, p. 475-
Cokkow, s. cuckoo, XXIV. z422. Conohmtoun, s. result, XIII. 77.
Oolors, s. _1. collars, XX. 215. Ooncours, s. due course, XlII. 35.
Soles, s.`ol, coal% i.e. charcoal, I.i. Oonding, adj. excellent, XVII. 44q.

_'. 1._. Conduit, s. condnit,'X. 32.
Oollstioun, s. banquet, XVII. 418. Conduite, v. conduct, demean, XVL
Collingea, _ `Ol. embracings, I. ii. 536.

14. 12. Confessoures_ s. `Ol. confessors, III.
Oolour, s. pretence, III. 3, 341 ; VIII. 336.

425. Confltmor, s. confession, III. 353.
Oolumbe, s. dove, X. ;'9. Oonformes, adj. `OLsimilar, shewing
Oolumpne, s. column, X. 136. conformity (with), like (to), I. iii.
Oom of, be quick l XXI. 244 ; Come 4. I22.

of, come on, I. i. 3- 14- Oonfounde, v. confuse, trouble, VIII.
Oombs_'&unoe, s. trouble, XXI. 430. 48I.
Oombrsd, `O_0.encumbered, burdened, Congeled,`o`o. congealed, I. ii. 12.52.

I. i. 3. Io3. Oongelemunt, s. congealment, I. ii.
OomfortabIe, adj. comforting, I. ii. 12.39.

2. x. Oontnaunue, s. cognisance, badge I.
Oomtn_dtos, s. a community, L i. 6. i. 5. II3.

65. Oonjeetements, s. devices, I. ii. 3- 73-
Commende, fires, fiL coming, I. iii. Oonjunvoion, s. conjunction, I. iii. 1.

3- 74- I13; conjoining, I. ii. fi- 4 o-
Summons, s. commons, rations of Oonjursoions, s. fil. conspiracies, I.

food, I. i. 7- Io6. i. 6. 54-
O02



564 GLOSSARIAL INDEX.

Conne, v. know how (to), I. i. L 96 ; Oountorfsytours, s. pL counterfeit
I. iii. 3. x20 ; be able, I. ii. 4. 37 ; dealers, II. Io6I.
pr. pl. know, II. 413, 84z ; IV. z4 ; Countorpsyaing, s. an equivalent, I.
can, V. 18; may, I. iii. 7. x6o. i.z. x_8.

Conneoeion, s. connexion, I. ii. 8. 56. Counterpleto, v. plead against, cun-
Conning, s. skill, I. i. pr. 99- tradict, I. i. 8. 3o ; v. plead against
ConaervsCrioe, s. preserver. X. II 7. me, I. ii. xz. xox; pp. pleaded
Consigned, pp. dedicated, X. 37. against, XXIV. 429 .
Consistory, s. cnnsistory-cnurt, II. Countervayle, ger. tn e._ual, I. i. 3.

880. 13z ; pp. balanced, I. iiL 5. x3I.
Oonstsumno, s. constancy, XIII. 3. Countoura, s. accountants, II. 8oz.
Constrewo, v. construe, translate, I. Ooupable, adj. culpable, V. xSS.

ii. a. 7; imp. s. I. iii. 6. 148. Come, v. cower, cringe, IL an7.
Oontenenoe, s. continence, XXVI. a. Oou_aer, s. horse, II. leo 4.
Oontingenee, s. contingence, con- Oourteours,s. courtiers, XXIV. x3x3.

ditional state, I. ii. 9. 18L Cou.rtea, s.p/. court-houses, III. 81.
Contingent, adj. contingent, I. i. 4- Oourt-holdmg, s. holding of courts,

56 ; conditional, I. ii. 9. I47. II. 79o.
Contradiction, s. a contradiction, I. Oouth, pt. s. knew how, XVI. I34-

ii. Ix. H6. Covensble, adj. suitable, I. ill 8.
Contrsdlotorie, s. opposite, I. ii. 13. 116.

xa 9. Cover, v. recover (themselves), 1. ii.
Contrariaunt, adj. opposing, I. iii. 7. 97 ; obtain, I. ii. 5. IZI.

z. 96; Contrariant, I. ii. 9- 65; Covert, adj. secretive, sly, very pru-
Contrariauntes, pl. contravening, I. dent, XVI. 177.
i. 5.64. Oovertou_a, s. coverings, II. xo 5.

Contrarlen,/_'.pl. contradict (it), II. Covins, s. pl. complots, I. i. 6.167.
936; pt. s. subj. should contradict, Cowpis, s. pL cups, flagons, XVII.
I. ii. 4- x17; would oppose, I. iii. 4x9 .
a. x5z. Or_,bbed, adj. crabbed, perverse, V.

Oontrarios, s. pl. contrary things, I. 324 ; Crabbit, cross, XVII. 355.
ii. 6. II. Orabbiglg, adv. crabbedly, morosely,

Oontra.rioua, an)'. contrary, I. ii. 6. 9._. XVII. I54.
Onntrarioust6, s. contrariety, I. ii. 8. Ora.ke, pr./_/, boast. V. 3z8.

5o; contradiction, I. iii. 4. 229 ; Orukel, v. quaver, XVIII. IX9. See
opposition, I. iii. I, 125. note.

Contrary.dears, s. pL trespassers, I. Oral.lit, _. curled, twisted, II. x86.
iii. z. 8. Orsmpisahod, 2_t. s. oppressed, con-

Convnninnt, adj. fitting, suitable, XI. strained, pained, IX. 49.
I ; XX. II9; XXIV. 786. Orsve, gee. to ask for again, XXVII.

Cop, s. cup, XVII. 343, 587- 8.
Cop, s. top, I. iii L 15L Orode, s. Creed, II. 413, Io66.
Cope, s. cope, cape, IIL 51 ; I. L 3. Orsp6, v. creep, II. 94s.

I49;pl. XXIV. Ix6. Orosse, s. blade of a cress, I. L 5-
Oornos, s.20l, grains of com, Li. 5. 133;I. ii. 7. Io9;I. iii. 5.45.

85. Oroke, p/'. p/. go crooked, bend in, I.
Oorowned, pp. crowned, I. iii. z. xz. ii. 7. 69.
Cosinsgo, s. relationship, I. ii. 2. lol ; Oroked, adj. crooked, indirect, I. ii.

relatives, 1. ii. a. 99- 6. x63 ; curved, XIII. 17-
Coat, s. side, XX. 76 ; pl. coasts, Oroken, adj. crooked, I. ii. 7. 9 I-

regions, XXlV. 58. Oroknte, s.pL roils of hair, II. 3o6.
Costsges, s.pl. expenses, I. i. 2. 139. See note.
Oos_y, v. coast along, VIII. 36. Oromgaes, s. fl. crumbs, I. i. pr.
Cote, s. coat, I. iii. 7. 13z. Io5.
Cnunhed, pp. _t, XXI. 5z9 . Oronique, s. chronicle, story, IV. 338,
Ooude, _t. pL knew, XVIII. 7I. 369.
Oounten, pr.pl. (they) count, expect, Orope, pp. crept, I. i. 4. 54.

II. 9a7 . Orolppu, s. shoot, sprout, top, V. tT-
Oountensunee, s. sign, I. ii. 7. zz2 ; Orosae, s. cross, the cross marked on

semblance, XVI. 5o. a piece of money, llI. asS.
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Oroeae-aleys,$._01.cross-alleys,XXI. Deed, adj.dead,If.198.
Io. Deedly, adj. mortal, I. ii. x2. i21;

Orouohe, s. cruss, II. 94 _. Deedliche, I. iii. 3. 65 ; Dedly, I.
Orowes, s.pl. crows, II. 1334. iii. 3. 68.
Croysery, s. crusade, II. 445. Doeth, s. death, VIII. x4o.
Cukkow, s. cuckoo, XVIII. 5o. Defa_e, ger. to accuse falsely, III.
Culleth, pr. s. kills, II. 593, x314; 305 •

l_r.pL 1i. 267. Defused, pp. defaced, I. i. 8. xlS;
Oultro,s.coulter,II.7. made cheerless,I.i.L 66.
Ottre,s.care,XVI. 494; XXIV. 986 Detour, s. default, trespass, I. i. 3-

guard, XVII. xo; diligence, VIII. 95; XVI. 27o (obscure); XVI.611;
311; attention, I. iii. 8. 52; cure Defaute, fault, l. iL 2. _7; III. 398;
(of souls), 1I. z t73 ; responsibility, pl. IV. _67.
XX. 61. Defanoe, s. power to defend, X. x24.

Carlotta, adj. curious, anxious, II. Defend, _. forbid, II. 570; pt. s.
384; nice, II. _o13; choice, VII. forbade, I. iii. 8.122; II. x115;flfl.
66. forbidden, I. iii. 3. 57-

G'urr_ng, s. current, oradj, running, Defondingo, s.forbidding, I. ili. 3. 55.
X. 5x. Dofomait, adj. deformed, ugly,

Otu'roydon, pt. pl. curried favour, I. XVII. 349.
i. lo. I I. Defoulo, ger. to defile, V. 186 ; I pt. s.

Currish, adj. like a cur, XVI. 389. defiled, I. i. 8. 83; .pp. I. ii. 13.
Ourtoys, adj. gentle, II. 482. 74.
Oumteme, s. custom, I. iiL 1. IO6. Degest, _0p. digested, considered,
Out, ger. curtail, XVII. 39 ; PP. cut XVII. 303 .

short, II. 929 . Doid, s. death, XVII. 7o, 585.
Doid, s. deed, doing, XVll. 3z8.

Dame, s. mother, I. ii. 2. I17; II. Deiflo,dt, /_p. accounted as gods,
I361 ; Damestonge, mother-tongue, XVII. 28t_.
I. i. hr. 37- Del. s. portion ; every del, every bit,

Da_aoselles, s. 10l. damsels, I. ii. 2. XXI. 227.
45 ; girls, 11.928. DoIated ; see Debated.

Deampn_ble, adj. damnable, VI. 6o. D61eotable, adj. delightful, XXI. 72.
Dmmlpne, v. condemn, II. 63o; fir. s. Ddlit_ble, adj. delightful, VIII. I22.

lI. 224; ._. damned, I. i. 7. 55; Deliver, adj. nimble, VIII. 164.
condemned, VIII. 276. Deliverstmoe, _. deliverance, I. i. 7.

DMed, _p. dazed,lI. x326. xo2.
D&unger, s. control, V. 257. Delytable, adj. delightful, I.ii. 4- 47-
D_tmgeroua, adj. disdainful, XXIV. Delyte, 7.,.dehght, VIII. 61, 381.

9oi ; cross, XXIV. 33o; dii_cult to Dome, v. judge, XII. 7; 2 pr.s. subj.
please, XXIV. 76I; forbidding, I. VIl. 32;fir.s.condemns, Lii. 7._lT;
i. 2. lO$. pj0. judged, adjudged to be true, ap-

D&unten, v. subdue, I. ii. 2. x3I. proved, Il. 67 ; condemned, IL 298.
Dawo, s. pl. dot. days; by elder dawe, Domene, s. demcmmur, XXIV. 754-

in olden times, II.643. A.S.dagum. Demoyno, s. control, IX. 216 ; XVI.
Daweninge, s. dawning, IX. 25x. 132.
D&wing,,_rex./_L dawning, XXII. 29. DemOn, _. deem,suppose, I. iii. 3.
Dsyesyo, s. dmsy, XVII1. 243. II x; _r.:L',?), II. 51o. SeeDome.
D&yneth, pr. s. deigns, I. ii. 9. 122. Doming, s. suspicion, XVII. 118.
De&xtrs,t, pp. gilded, made era golden Demure, adj. sedate, IX. I56; XVI.

colour, VIII. 597. to6; XX. 459 ; XXI. 82 ; XXlV.
Doba, t, s. strife, VII. 59; uneasiness, 653.

XVI. 698 ; pl. I. ii. a. 48 ;.combats, Demurely, adv. sedately, XVI. 246.
I. i. 4- 44. De,rio, s. pay, wages, X. 66.

Debttted, #_. striven about, IV. 363. Denomtnaeion, s. naming, I. ii. 9.
But read deleted, i. e. deferred ; the 162.
Trentham MS. has deleoted, meant Dent, s. stroke, blow_ dint, I. iii. 7-
for ddated. 92, xoo; XXIV. 836.

Debonair, adj. courteous, XX. 5oI ; Denwero, s. doubt, 5. i. 6. x93. A
gentle, V. 347- false form ; see note, p. 459.
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Depart, o, v. separate, XVI. 3t7 ; Dighteth, 2_. s. gets ready, II. 978;
sever, l.i.i.9o ; part, XXIV. 1399; pr. s. ntbj. may (He) arrange or
impart, XVI. 44o ; pr. s. subj. part, place, X. 84 ; pp. ornamented, IL
I. i. 9. 86 ; j0p. divided, 1. ii. 1o. 9 ; 894; XX. a54-
parted, XI. 51 ; rent, XX. x93. Digno, adj'. worthy, V. 457 ; XIX.

Dopaxttoion, $. divorce, I. iii. a. I4. I I.
Departing, s. separation, I. iii. 6. x58 ; Dignod. pp. 'honoured, X. 39-

XVI. 659 ; distributing, I. ii. 5.44- Dinno, s. din, noise, I. ii. 9. 31-
Depoynt, pp. painted, VIII. 4a5; Diourn, adj. daily, X. 66.

Depeynted, XXIV. xoo. Diriges, s. pL dirges, burials, III.
Dequace, v. suppress, I. i. 5- 77 ; put I a 5.

down, I. L 7. a6; get. to repreSS, 1. Dirk, adv. in the dark, XXIV. l _56.
ii. I. 74- Disalowe, v. disapprove of, dispraise,

Dero, v. do harm, I. i. 5. 7a. 1V. 24z.
Dereworthinosso, s. fondness Ifor), Disavonture, s. iU fortune, IX. 72.

I. ii. 5.99- Disceyvable, adj. deceitful, I. ii. 4.
Dereworthly, adv. preciously, X. 39. 89"
Dote-worthy, adj'. preCious, I. i. xo. Disciplyntng, s. correction, I. ii. xI.

zx7. 137"
Doaory, get. to describe, XXIV. 97. Dlsel,_under, v. slander, II. 333 ;
Desesperaunoo, s. despair, despots- pr.pl. II. xo53 ; pr. s. speaks slan-

tion, XV1. 538, 652. der, I. ii. 8. 74.
Deslaveo, adj'. unchaste, inordinate Disclaundring, s. slandering, L ii.

in conduct, XII. 4o. 3. xI z.
Dostenyed, pp. predestined, L iii. 9. Discomfit, adj. discomfited, sad,

13- XVI. 35.
Dosyroualy, adv. eagerly, I. iii. 6.70. Disoomflteth, pr. s. discomforts
Determlnaciona, s. pl. ordinances himself, grieves, I. iLI x. aS; PP.

settlements, I. i. 5- _z. discomforted, I. ii. Iz. 57-
Determine, adj. fixed, XXIV. 647. s. disagreement, 1. ii.
Determine, g'tr. to end, I. ill 3. x29 8.47.

pp. settled, fixed, 1. ii 6. so. Diacordaunt, adj. discordant, I. i. 9.
Determiniaon, s. determination, deft- 1o6 ; Diseordantes, s. pl. things dis-

nition, 1. ii. I3. 50. cordant, I. ii. 8. 54.
Dettour, s. debtor, VI. 3L Disoovert, pp. discovered, made
Doviacion, s. deviation, going astray, known, XVI. 4o3.

I. iii. L 6. Discrete, adj. separate, I. iii. x. a.
Devoir, s. duty, XVI. fi59- (F. text, Disoryve, v. describe, VIII. 156;

devoir.) IX. i x2 ; XXIV. 778 ; ger. XXI.
Devoir, ad].: devout, XVII. xIfi. fi12.
Devyn, adj. divine, XVII. la 7. Diaenorees, s. decrease., VIII. 2on.
Dovynly, adj. divine-like, I. iii. x. 55. DIaoso, s. misery, woe, XVIII. a65 ;
Dev'yee, s. device, XXI. 2o7. XX. 377 ; annoyance, 1.i. L no, 28;
DesTae, v. relate, XX. 97 ; XXI. 5aft. anger, II. 1a6o.
Dew, adj. due, XXI. ill. Dimmed, pp. made wretched, I. i. L
Dew-dropys, s. pl. dewdrops, XXIX. _I.

6. Diauely, adj'. uncomfortable, L ill x.
Down, s. due ; of dour, duly, XXIV. 17 z.

x597. . . Dishevel, adj. dishevelled, XXIV.
Dewetb, s. duty, sue course, 1V. a32. z39.
Deydest. apt. s. didst die, were to die, Dishonest, adj.. shameful, V. x84.

I. i. 9" 65 ; pt. s. died, VII. fez. Dinlo.ged_pp. banished, XXI. 6a.
Dnyne, v. re.ft, deign, I. ii. 3. 3. Diamaye, v. feel dismay, I. ii. 9"
Deynoun, adj..disdainful, I. i. x.x3o; 144-

I. i. a. I43 (see note) ; I. L 3. 7° ; lYmpenoe, s. expeace, 1I. 523 ; pL L
Deynouse,fem. V. 15o. i. 7. Io7.

Doyntees, s. dainties, II. xooS. Dispende, get. to spend, VII. 40;
Dtamant, S. diamond, XXIV. 696. XXII. x6 ; pr. _l. IL 76a ; Dis-
:D!eVame,2Or. pl. defame, I. i. $. 7. peat, pp. spent, I. i. Io. $_.
D_e, _. define, V. 463. Dispense, get. to dispense, IIL 367.
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Diapitoun, adj. contemptuous, I.i. Donne, adj. _L dun, dark, IX. I I5.
lo. 9° ; spiteful, XII. z6. Dooly, adj. mournful, XVII. x, 344-

DisplemL_aee, s. displeasure, XVI. Doon. error for Do, t pr. s. subj.
544 ; XXI. 661 ; XXV. x9. do, act, XXIV. 9a7.

Disport, s. amusement, XVL 98 ; Dotage, s. folly, XV. a. 5, XV. b. 4.
/_l. XVI. 41o. Dote, get. to be a fool, I. i. a. 7 t ;

Disporto, get. to amuse, interest, v. XXIV. Io47.
VIII. 6no ; v. re//. be merry, VIII. Dot, h, imp./4, cause, make, XXIV.
In; I pr. s. reft. throw myself x3z6.

about, tumble and toss, I. i. 3. Doublenesse, s. duplicity, XIII. 8.
tea. Douoeperes, s. p/. the twelve peers

Dlspreyse, v. blame, L ii. 6. 9 l. (of Charlemagne), XX. 5x6.
Dispyt, s. contempt, IL 71:1; VIII. Dour (rid let/ doff), benumbed (lit.

a4 o. deaf), XVII. 32. See note.
Disanver, v. pale, depart, IX. 175; Doulo, s. down-feather, II. x27a.

pp. separated, II. 124_. See note.
Dissover_unoo, s. separation, XI. Dour, adj. stern, severe, oppressive,

_3; XXIV. 783 . XVII. 437.
Diuimulacion, s. (ill used for simu- Dout, s. fear, II. 697.

lotion), imitation, I. ii. J4. to. Donee, get. to be feared, IV. 138 ;
Dissimulait, adj. full of dissimula- xpr. s. re.ft, fear, XXI. a46.

tion, XVII. 225. Dradde, 1 20t. s. dreaded ; feared, I.
Diaahnnlon, z,. dissimulate, V. 18. i. 3- 74 ; Drad, .pp. frightened, II.
Diaaoluoioun, s. dissolute conduct, 561 ; afraid, 1I. 1o88.

XII. 6o. Draught, s. draught, drawing, I, iii.
Dlatamaeo, s. strife, VI. 58 ; VII. 7- 1o2.

16x ; disagreement, I1. It66. Dredo, _. dread ; wilhaute d., with-
Dtstempreth, aOr. s. intoxicates, XV. out doubt, XX, I52.

a. 7. Drodo, g_r. to fear, V. 33o.
Dlatourbour, s. disturbance, I. ill. 5- Drodful, adj. timid, V. 348 ; XVI.

30. 218; fearful. IX. 157; fearful (to
Diatr&inoth, 2_r. s. constrains_ XXIV. offend), XXlll. so.

660 ; pp. afflicted, VIII. x34. Drenehe, x pr. s. am drowned, 1. i.
Diatruuoioun, s. destruction, IX. 88. 3- x6a.
Diatrye, v. destroy, II. xa35. (In Drorihood, s. dreariness, VIII. 9.

1I. 1144 , perhaps distry should be Drone, v. re//. advance, XXIV. xI3 ;
discty, i.e. describe.) address myself, VIII. 203; ger. to

Diurnal, adj. daily, VIII. 59o. direct, XXlV. _79 ; Dresse, XIII.
Do, imp. s. cause, L i. L 83; _,_. 6z; pr. pL re//. direct themselves,

done, IV. q7 ; come to an end, II. 379 ; _/r. pl. subj. direct our
XIV. _8; Do way, do (it) away, way, go forward, XXI. 2I 5 ; Dress

ut (it) aside, abandon (the idea), you, imp. pl. (as s.), direct yourself,
L 9.89" go, XXIV. 554; Drest, I pC. s.refl.

Dooko, s. dock (plant), I. i. 2. I67 ; advanced_ XX. 456 ; Dressed, pt. s.
I. iii. 6. 7. r_fl. advanced, I. iii. 3. 2.

Dootrine, s. learning, I. ii. xL 136. Drive, _. driven, L i. _. a.
Dole, s. sorrow, wo¢, X. 1o; XXIV. Dropping, pres. pt. dripping, XX.

xo98. 37 L
Doleful, adj. sad (ones), X. 55. Drow, pt. s. withdrew, XVI. 806.
Dolven, _2_. buried, I. ii. 2. 69; Drowl_it, _0¢. _01. drooped, XVII.

wrought, I. i. pr. x,. 157.
Dombo, adj. dumb, I. ii. 5.98. Drown:y, s. love-token, XVIL 583.
Dora% s. judgement, XX. 306 ; go*. Dualtt6, s. duality, doubleness, I. ii.

IL $3L t3. 3o.
Domesdsy, s. doom's-day, X. 84. Duohom b _.20/. duchies, V. 333.
Don, _/. done ; d. but /ent, only Du6teo, s. duty, VI. 38 : IX. 5, _o6.

lent, XXVII. 7. Duloful, adj. grievous, XVIL 309.
Don_tyf, s. gift, reward, X. 72. Dullen, v. render dull, I. iii. 3. _96.
Donee, s. primer, I. ii. ]z. x7. See Durantoun, s. duratidn, endura,]ce, X.

note, p. 475- 87"
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Duresse, s. hardness, XVL 703 ; Enchasoun, s. reason, V. 429 .
force, L iii. 7. 7 z ; constraint, ]. i. "m.nohey_en,ger. to link together, or,
6. x57; stress, I. i. x. 87 ; cruelty, to be linked together, 1. ii. 6. 4.
XVI. 784 . Enoomber_unoe, s. encumbrance,

Du.rotax, ,_r. s. lasts, I. i. 3. 20. trouble, XVI. 284, 775 ; XXI. 746.
During, adj. enduring, X. 131. ]iInoombred, /_p. encumbered, hin-
Dwale, s. a sleeping draught made dered, defeated, X. Io 3.

from the deadly nightshade, XXIV. Enerees, s. increase, II. 7a.
998. Endry, v. suffer, endure, XXIV. 727,

Dyammmt, s. diamond, X. 87. 94 I. ,See note, p. 547-
Dyking,`ores. j0t. ditching, 11. lo43. Enduoed,/_. induced, I. ii. x. 6o.
Dys, s./_1, dice, XIII. 74. Endyto, v. indite, VIIL I96 ; IX.
Dyt6, s. ditty, song, poem, VIII. 6o6 ; a3x ; `Or.`Ol. indict, II. xo26.

IX. a68; XVII. L Endyting, s. composition, inditing,
XXII. 65.

Ebbe, s. ebb, VII. J43 ; XlII. 36. "re.no,s. 2_/. eyes, XVII. x 7.
Eohe, ger. to increase, I. iii. I. a47 ; Eat'me, s. disgrace, _ i. 8. 5x;

Eched,#_. I. ii. 8.79. reproach, I. i. 6. 6.
Edefyo, get. to build, L i. 5. xto; Enfoet, A#. infected , stained, XXIV.

v. VII. 77. 2_7.
• '.dwyte, v. accuse, reproach, XII. _8. Enfeffed,_`o. invested (with), pos-
Eo, s. eye, XXIV. 768. See Eye. sessed (of), XVI. 364 .
Eet,`ot. s. ate, I. i. 8. 55; XX. 90; Enforme, gee. to inform, I. ii. IL

Eten,/S`o. eaten, XX. 95. XaT: to give information, L ii. _.
Effunde, lpr. s. pour out, XIX. a5. 5x ; `Or.`Ol. instrnct, 1. ii. 2. 79.
Eft, or, conj. according as, XVII. 1o6. lenCourmer, s. instructor, 1. ii. 2. 87.
Egsll, adj. equal, XXIV. lo4L Engendrure, s. conception, I. ii. 6.
Egally, adv. equally, impartially, 80 ; nativity, I. i. 6. xol ; `el. I. ii.

XXIV. 365. 9. 174.
Eglantore, a. sweet-briar, XX. 56, Engy'n, s. device, XXIV. 535 ;

8o. See the note, p. 520. ingenuity, V. 296.
Etghtoth, adj. eighth, I. i. 5, xo3- Enhsunoo, get. to exalt, V. 455 ;
Eird, s. earth. XVII. 384. `or. _Ol. increase, I. iL 8. 85 ; `O`O.
Eirdly, adj. earthly, XVII. 52, 355. advanced, IL 448.
Eke-names, s. 101.nicknames, I. ii. L Enlumtneth, ,Or. s. illumines, 1. ii.

96 • x. x27; _.I.i.x. 23.
Elde, s. old age, 1. i. 6. 94 ; 1. i. 8. Enmoysed, _. cheered, comforted,

I 15. 1. i. 3. Io5. See note, p. 456.
Eldo-fsders, s.`ol, ancestors, 1. ii. s. Enpeoho, v. impeach, accuse, I. i. 6.

125. 86.
Elecoioun, s. choice, V. 236. Enpeyred, _. injured, I. i. 6. 8.
Electuairia, s. ,_I. electuaries, XVII. _npight,`o_. infixed, L i. 2.48.

246. Enplted,/_. filled with pity, I. ii. 4.
Elementos, s./_l, elements, 1. ii. 9. IH. (The sole known example of

4 L the word.)
Elenge. adj. mournful, miserable, _aplede, _. plead against, II. 734-

XVIII. I 15. Enpoysonon, gee. to poison, I. iii. $.
_mboliuhed,_2_. honoured, dignified, II 5.

X. lO4. Enpront, ira`o,s. imprint, XXlV. 876.
]_abrouded, `O`O.embroidered, XXL _.npx'/soned,`o`o. imprisoned, I. ii. 4.

85. xo4.
Emer&ud, adj. emerald, XXIV. 79 ; Ensample, s. example, L i. 5. x.

s.`o/. XX. I44. Emmled,.#_0. sealed, I. i. 9.94.
_mtspero, s. hemisphere, XXII. 27. _.nsuro, _ `or. s. assure, XX. 60, a87 ;
Empryse, $. enterprise, H. 96o; XXL 52.

design, V. xt9; `el. Vli1. 4_6. _h_yse, s. kind, sort, 1I. 625.
Enam&yl, s. enamel, XXl. 534- _ntalentod, `O`O. excited, V. _38.
Enbolded, /_`O.emboldened, I. i. 2. See N.E.D.

s3. _ntayl, s. cutting; of e., with ex-
_nohtmo, v. chase, XVI. 4_6. cellent cutting, XXI. _$6.
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:Entencion, s. intention, design, 3. ii. Et, _r. s. (short for eteth), eats, XlV.
4. 42; V. 553; XXIV. 908; sig- 7, x4.
nification, I. iii. 2. I4o ; VII3. 431. "interne, adj. eternal, 3. iii. 4. 205.

Ent, ond_maoo, s. service, VII. 173. "m.vmagely, s. gospel, II. 97 ; IV.
_.ntendo, v. intend, XXII. 12. 2I 7.
_.ntent. $. intent, desire, XVI. 76g; _.ven, adv. close; e. by, close by,

XXIV. 206; j_l. IL 1159. XX. 134-
"mntentyf, adj. attentive, V. 439. Even-Christ, on, s. fellow-Christian,
]_m...terchaungod, #_. interchanged, 3. IlI. 430-

n. 9- 156- Evonforth, adv. continually, 3. ii. aJ.
:Entere, adj. entire, XXIV. 354; 2z; 3orwards, I.i.I. llO.

true, IX. x63. Evenhed, s. equahty, I. iii. I. 89;
Entermoting,ffes.pt. intermeddling, 3. iii. 5. ]5 o.

I. iii. 7- 163. _.vonlich, adv. equally, I. iii. 4- 62 ;
Entrechangon, v. interchange, 3. ii. similarly, I. iii. 3- 95-

9. 176- _.venlicho, adj. equal, I. iL 2. *22 ;
Entreeomuned, _. had communi- I. iii. 5- 152-

cation, 3. i. 5. 7. :Evon-lyk, adv. exactly so, VIII.
_.ntremellon,,#r.._l. intermingle, 3. 2ol ; exactly, VIII. J94-

i. 5. *4_ :Ever, adv. ass. eternity, 3. i. 8. 1, 7.
:Entremes, s. course between two Ever in oon, adv. Continually, VIII.

more substantial ones, XV3. 156. 528.
See note. _.vorioh, adj. each one, XX. 15,.

_-nta'eprise, s. enterprise, XV3. 515. :Everichon, pron. every one, XX.
Entune, s. tune, tone, XI. 27. 168.

Entuned,._. kept in tune, XX. *80. Eve-sterro, s. evening-star, I. ii. 13.
:Enviroun, adv. all round, XXI. 53 ; 96.

Environ, XXIV. ,o3 I. :Ews_ge, s. a precious stone having
Envolvod,_. enwrapped, I. i. 1.111. the colour ot sea-water, X. 92, 93.
Envyroaed, A_. sunounded, 3. ii. 7. See note.

; Envyromng, pres._t, encircling, Exoitstion, s. instigation, I. i. 3.
II. 79. 37.

Equipolont, adj. equal in power, Exoitours,;._l. exhorters, instigators,
XI3. x5. I.i. 6. 56.

:Equivooas, s. _l. words of like :Excmmoion, s. excuse, 3. i. 7- 33 ;
meaning, 3. iii. 6. 644 See note, V. 471.
p. 482. :Exomple.ir, $. exemplar, XX. 502.

Er, adv. sooner, XV3IL 233. :Exempt, _#. exempted, HI. 232.
Erber, s. arbour, XX3V. 757. Expert, adj. experienced, XX3V.
]_rdly, adj. earthly, XXVI3. 2. 882.
_rmyne, S. ermine, XX. 243. Exploytes, s. _l. successes, successful
Y_mest-silver, .t. earnest money, I.i. results, I. i. 5- 69.

3" 151. ]_,xpono, v. recount, XVII. 369;
_t, adv. soonest ; _wn eric/(error for Expowne, imp. s. expound, I. iii.

or), no sooner, XXIV. 167. 5- lO.
:Esclmtmge, s. change, XI3I. 96. :Expule, .t. expulsion, repulse, XVII.
]_mhotour, s. an escheator, 3. ii. 2. I19.

49- Extend, ,. extent, n. 6s8.
Eaohowing, s. avoidance, avoiding, Eye, s. eye ; at e., visibly, I. ii. 6. !6 ;

XVI. a9I, 3o7. Eyea, f/. XVI. 266. See,2o.
_aolstmdre, s. scandal, V. 70. Eylen, v. ail, XVIII. 116.
Eeperaunoe, s. Hope, XXIV. xo33; Eyre, s. air, 3. ii. 8. 48 ; VIIL 14;

Esperans, XVII. 48 ; on e., in hope, Eyr, XIV. 36.
XL 26.

]_rpertm, Hesperus, the evening-star, Fachioun, s. falchion, curved sword,
VIII. 612. XVII. 187.

]_ptoit, s. _sult, success, XI. 57 ; Faeound, adj. eloquent, XVlI. 268.
Esployte, 3. i..5- 20. Facultees, ;._l. facilities, oppor-

:Eapoire, s. hope, 3. ii. 8. 23. tunities, I. i. a. 29.
l_.-tete, s. state, XXI. 486 ; 1_l. VII. 6. Fade, adj. dull, sombre, IV. 1o_.
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Fade, get. to cause to wither, I. i. 1. FeUe, v. overturn, V. 254.
27; Faidit,pp. XVII. 24- Folloun, adj. destructive, XVII. 167.

Pain, adj. glad, XX. 578. Felly, adv. cruelly, IX. 76.
Pair, s. fare, XVII. 4o5. Felonoun, adj. evil, I. i. 6. t67 ;
Fallas, s. deceit, I. ii. 14. 52, 54. wicked, I. ii. 6. 56.
Faile, v. happen, I. i. I. 77; XVI. Folter/t,.#p. entangled, XVII. t63.

539 ; pr. s. is suitable, llI. 78. Feminimtee,s. womanhood, IX. 148.
Folowen,-#r. pl. fade, I. ii. 8. 114- Femiattee (far Femininitce), s.
Fedsen, get. to deceive, V. 307 ;/_t. s. womanliness, XVII. 80.

gave way, failed, I. ii. 8. I27 ; was Fend, s. the fiend, XXIV. 5_9 ; pl.
false to, I. i. 2.92. II. x165.

Falser6, s. falsehood, I. ii. 3. 57 ; -#L Fenyeit, pp. feigned, XVII. 66.
1. ii. t. 73. Feortho, adj. fourth, VII. (title).

Fnlsheed, s. falsehood. 1. iii. 6. xa 7. Fer. adv. far, XXI. 14t.
Famed, pp. defamed, lI. 341. Feral, z. -#t. s. fared, was, XXIV.
FamiLier, adj familiar, (once) 152.

friendly, I. it. 7. lO8. Ferric, $. fear, I. i. _. I 5.
Fsmulers, s. -#L familiar friends, I. ii. Ferric, adj. -#L afraid, I. ii. 9' 138.

7- 81. Ferdeth, -#r. s. feels fear, I. ii. 7.42-
Frond, t pt. s. found, XVII. 43. Ferdful, adj. timed, I. ii. 7.43-
Fanes, s. #1. vanes, weather-cocks, Ferdmosae, s. fear, terror, I. i. L 9 ;

XXI. 161. I.i. L 59; I i. 2. z 3; I. it. 4. xo_;
Fantsay, s.faney, XXI. 597; XXVII. I. iii. L xa3 ; I. iii. 6. X26.

I ; folly, XIV. 2o ; pleasure, I. i. pr. Faro, s. companion, eomrude, I. i. a.
_6;pl. XXI. 11. xa3; I. i. 5- x28; Fetes, -#l. X.

Fareed, pp. stuffed, filled, XXIV. 88.
655. Fere, s. fire, VllL 55 ; onf., on fire,

Fmee, pr.-#l, go, XX. 34 t ; fare, II. X. 4.
xx34 ; Faro,/_-#. fared, I. ii. xo. 58. Fox'forth. adv. far onward, I. ii. Io.

Fsnotm, s. make, XXI. 3o 5, 522 ; 66 ; XXI. 37 ; far, XXl. z73.
Fassioan, habit, XII. 46. Ferme, to, to farm, on hire, 11. 325,

Faueon, s. falcon, XVL 4t3. 725 ; 111. 83.
Faute, s. lack, VII1. 443; Faut, Fervenoe, s. ardour, VII1. 205; X.

fault, XXlV. 6o8. i3o; XXII. 60.
Pay, s. faith, XVII. 57 t ; XVIII. Fervent, adj. ,evere, XVI1. 4-

I t5. Pete, adj'. neat, XXIV. 473.
Fayn, 2 /Or. -#l. feign, make a pre- Fettes, -#r. -#l. fetch, II. 47x ;Fet,

tenee, XXIV. 75 x. 2_. I. ii. 13. 4o.
F&yrhede, s. beauty, I. ii. 3. 124. Fevers whyte, s. -#l. attacks of
Faytoura, s deceivers. II. 148, 327. lovelonging, XVIII. 4L See note.
Fecht, get'. to fight, XV11. t8S. Feyaltyae, s. [eigaing, deceit, XV1.
Federed, pp. feathered, XVl. I46; 385.

Fedderit, XVII. J68. Fig; aflgfar, XXIV. 685.
Feffe, gtr. to endow, XXIV. 932 ; Figurait,2_ p. figured, imaged, XVII.

pr. s. XVI. 472. 5tx.
Feill, s. experience, knowledge, Fikilnesae, s. fickleness, VI. x9.

XVII. 533. Fil, pL s. came to pass, IV. 43.
Faird; adj. fomth, XVII. 2x6. Filtaxos, s.-#l, low women, V. a6a.
Fel, adj. cruel, wicked, XVI. 505 ; Flrro, s. fir, VIII. 73-

evil, XIII. 77. Pit, s. bout, XXIV. 984.
Folstmhip, s. company, XXI. 73 o. Fl&mbtng, pres. pt. flaming, X. 130.
Felawes, s. pl. companions, XXI. _"l=minSI, adj. flame-coloured, XXlV.

247- 793. See note to L 798.
Fold, pp. overthrown (lit. felled), I. Flmais, s.pL arrows, XVII. x67.

i. 3. x48. Flash, at. sheaf, quiver (?), XVII.
Fele, adj. many, XX. 5; XXIV. 267.

txo, 19x. Flawe, adj. yellowish (_), XXIV.
Feled, -pp. felt, perceived, I. ii. L 86. 782. See note.
Fell, adj. cruel, II. 859; terrible, Flebriag, s. gossip (?), I. il. 9. 54.

XVII. x87 ; Fellest, worst, IIL 6. Or is it an error forfnblinK?
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Flees, s. fleece, V.._o 3 ; X. ]32. Fore-nempued, pp. aforenamed, I.
_let,e,v. float, XXIV. _ll. ii. 9- 2.
FieF, p/. $. flew, XVIII. 219, 221. Forfayture, s. trespass, IV. 133.
FHokering, adj. wavering, I. ii 5- For-forde, p_._L extremely alraid, I.

Io4. i. 6. 135.
Flirts, rs. stir, I. i. L 79 ; move, I.i. Porfeyt, 2. injury, XVI. 789.

69 ; change, XVI. 639 ; remove, Forfeytest, 2 j_r. s. offendest, I. ii.
X. 489 ; pr. pL go away, ]. i. 7" 14- 75.

95 ; Flittinge, pres. p/. volatile, Forged, j#/_. made, XXIV. I165.
fading, I. ii. 8. Joa. ]por-gerct, pp. ruined, destroyed, II.

]['loon, s. pl. arrows, VIII. 468. See 134o. See Stratmann.
Flemis. Forgete, pp. forgotten, XVI. 662.

Florished. pp. garnished, IlL a6. Forgo, v. forgo, II. 319.
]ploriuhinge, s. adornment, florid Forgoing, s. giving up, I. i. 8.44.

use, I. ii. 14. 33. Forgrowen,_p. overgrown, XX. 4S-
Flour, s. flower, chief, XXIV. 3; ]porjueed, pp. condemned, I. i. 3.

chastity, IV. Io8. H8 ; VIII. 274.
:Floured, _. full of flower, VII. 48. ]porl,_ne, pp. lit. for-lain, deflowered,
Flowe, pp. flown, II. 13o6 , 13el, XVII. _4o.

1344; come, I.i.I. 128 ; gone, I. ii. Forleten, pp. folsaken, I. ii. Ix. 45-
3- 69. Forlyth, pr. s. lies with, IV. Io8.

FIyte, pr.pL chide, scold, II. 1o22. ]pornee.et, p2_. forecast, I. i. 6. 75.
Foir-apeikar, s. first speaker, XVII. For-quhy, adv. because, XVII. 53.

266. Fore, s. matter, III. 327 ; V. _73.
FoI, adj. foolish, XVI. 651. Forsake,pp. refused, rejected, XVI.
Folds, _. enfolded, I. iii. 9. 76. 5on.
]pole, s. 1ool, II. 373 ; va¢. XVIII. 126. For-ahronk,/_2_. shrunken up, XX.
]pen, v. to be foolish, act foolishly, 358.

dote, XXIV. 458. ]porsoken, pt.pL forsook, V. 441-
]Pond, ft. s. found, VIIL 622. ]porsw,_t, pp. covered wah sweat, 1I.
]ponget, h,.pr.pL take, II. 967. x4.
]peele, adj. foolish, X.IX. 1. Fornwonke, pp. worn with toil, II.
]peon, s. pl. foes, V. 466 ; VIII. a8o. x4.
For, prep. on account of, I. i. 3- z56; Forswore, pp. forsworn, V. 31o.

for fear of, II. 880; XVIL I18, ]Port, adj. strong, XIV. 4-
_O7. Forth, adz/. forward; daf., go on,

For, conj. because, L iii. 8. a2 ; IIL .V. 3a7.
16I. ]per-than, adv. therefore, II. 603.

]porayne, adj. foreign, alien, I. i. 2. ]portherer, s. Advancer, Promoter,
56; I. ii. 8. 97. XXIV. 1o33.

]por-ba_'re, v. bar up, repress, XVI. Fortheringe, s. helping forward,
a59. preparing, I. ii. 3. loP-

Forbed; see Forbit. Forthren, v. further, 1I. 1o8o ; pr. s.
Forbere, v. forbear, XXIV. I34I. advances, VIII. 384 ; pp. I. i. 9- 8.
Forbit, aC,r. s. forbids, I. iii. 3. 71 ; ]_orthrighl_, adv. immediately, XX.

Forbood, pt. s. forbade, II. 7oi ; 439.
Forbad, II. _oo ; Forbode, 2_/_.for- ]por-thy, adv. therefore, V. a64 ; nat
bidden, I. il. 2. 78 ; l"orboden, 2_. far-thy, all the same, nevertheless,
L i. 7.57- XV1. 3.

]porbode, s. prohibition, II. 1315. ]portunadt, adj. afflicted by fortune,
Forby, adv. by ; parse forby, to pass XVIL 79.

by, to take no notice, XXIV. 329. Fortuned, pp. directed by fortune,
]poroaat, j_p. east away, VIII. $36. XIII. 73.
Fome; off., of necessity, XVII. as2; Forward, adv. afterwards, I. iii. 8.

no/:., it is ,_o matter, I. i. x. 5._. 146.
Forcer, s. casket, shrine, XVI. 65. ]porwe.rd, $. covenant, agreement, I.
]pox'do, z,. annul, HI. a_8 ; For-don, i. 9- 96 ;-warde, I. i. 3. I52.

pp. destroyed, IIL 4]L For-weried, _0_. tired out, XXI. 45-
]pordoinge, s. annulling, I. iii. 8. 65 ; Forweting, s. foreknowledge, I. lit.

dentruction, I. iii. I. 11. 2. I59 ; I. iii. 3- 78.
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:Forwot, flr. s. foresees, I. iii. 2. 155. l_ao, s. end, VIII. 343, 400; XVI.
Foryeto, v. forget, V. 423 ; Foryet, 594.

2r. s. IL 465 ;/_r.,0/. L ii. I I. x36 ; :F_od, _p. refined, I. ii. 4. ; 3o.
Sjo. I. i. 2. 52. Fynesso, s. finene_, I. ii. xa. 44 ;

Foryoting, s. forgetfulness, I. iii. 9. Fynenesse, I. ii. za. 48.
86. _'yxles, s. without fire, X. x._9.

]Pot,on, _r. _01. foot, dance, XXIV.
586. Ga, v. go ; ga dr, go and die, XVII.

Foul, s. a foal or evil fate, II. 6o. 2o 3.
Foulo, adj. ugly, VIII. 39o. Gabbe_;, a 2r. s. talkest idly, I. iii.
Foulers,.¢en. fowler's, 1. ii. 3. 55. 4. xTl; Gabbeth, nor. s. lies, V.
Fottlos, s.I_l, birds, II. 83- 14a.
Foundement, s. foundation, I. i. 5- Gabbing, s. boasting, XVI. 34n.

IH ; I. ii. 14. 64. G_ler, get. gather, III. 3ox ; a0a0.I. i.
Foyles, s.21. leaves, X. 38. _0r. 98.
:Fra, adv. from, XVII. 7; from the Gsinoome, $. coming again, XVII.

time that, as soon as, XVII. 1oz. 55.
Fr_terni_, s. fraternity, III. a46. Gait, s. gore, strip, XVII. z79.
• 'raunchyse, $. freedom, XVI. a36, {_leryes, s. pl. galleries, XXI. zr_.

364 ; liberality, XVL 423 ; privi- Galle, s. gall, bitterness. XIV. 26.
leged place, VIII. a73. Gun, l/_t. s. did, XXIV. 274.

]_'2"award, adj. froward, XVII. 3_,a. Garmound, s. garment, XVII. 164.
Fray, get. to quarrel, XXIV. 68a. Gmenement, s. gm-ment, I. iii. 7- 13a.
Prayno, im_O.s. ask, IlL 4a4 ; xAOt.s. Garnishing, s. ornamentation, XX.

XXIV. _a75- x43.
Proel-wittasd, adj. thin-witted, I. iii. Garnisoun, s. garrison, XVII. 484 ;

7. 57. complete array, XVI. 175.
]g_reesed, adj. very cold, I. ii. 6. mS. G_t, oth, ,Or. s. frightens, I. ft. 7- _6.
Freisit, a0t. s. froze. XYI. 19. Gaynoth, f,r. s. serves, hell_ , XVI.
•"_relr, adj. frail, VII. aa ; XXIL 45. 623.
]_rend, for Fremd, adj. strange, II. Gedor, a _0r. /_l. gather, IIL x9 _ ;

6a6. l#res, l_t. collecting, II. 733.
Frenfled, _0/_. befriended, I. iii. 9. Gomotrye, s. geometry, I. i. x. 79-

xo9. Generabtll, adj. that can beproduced,
]gS_oroa, s._l. friars, IL _o65 ; XXIV. created, XVII. _48, _TX-

m97. Oeneralt, oo, s. generality, V. 4o_.
_reashe, get. to refresh, X. 6L Oontil.leue, s. nobility, I. ii. 8. 94-
Fret, s. ornament, XX. x._a. Oontllwom_n,s. gentlewoman, XXI.
Fret, /_2_. lit. adorned, XXIV. xz4; x_3.

hence, furnished, XIIL 8o. Oentyled, _. ennobled, L ii. 8. zoo.
_tote, _-. _01. fret. annoy, XXIV. Gere, s. dress, XX. a6;array, II. 65_.

94o; Fretes,/_r.2_l. eat, devour, II. Oernore, s. garner, I. ii. _. aT.
15_ ; Frettith, pr./_/. (or s.), vex, Geaon, adj. scarce, XIV. 9.
XXIV. 579. Geue, a0r. _0l. guess, make guesses,

:Frith. s. coppice, XVI. xa4. II. He.
Frtvol.l, adj. frivolous, hence, poor, Geat, s. hraest, I. ii. 5.5_; 20l. II. 53_.

base, XVlI. 454- Get, act. s. gets, II. a75 ; Gete, /_/_.
]Pro, 2rep. after, VIII. _3_. gotten, obtained, IV. 306 ; XVI. 67.
_ronatt, ao_0.wrinkled, XVII. x55. Gif, pr. s. sub]. grant, XVII. 4_4 .
Frounter, s. first attack, XVI. _76. Gif, conj. if, XVII. 64.

.'k-e note. Gigges, s. p/. concubines, II. 759.
Fruotif, adj. fruitful, X. 38. Glglobly.k, adj. like a giglot, like
_ructifying, _b-es. _t. fruit-pro- a common woman, XVll. 83.

dncing, X. _3._. Gtmae, 120r. s. begin, XL a6 ; pr._l.
F-_aned,/_/_. filled full, L ii. 9. 54 ; I.i. 3. 48.

V. 3ox. Ginning, s. beginning, L i. 3. 6_;
Futur, adj. future, I. iii. _. I77. IX. 88, _53.
3Pyle, go'. to file, to whet, VIII. Gla_l, adj. pl_nt, XX. 35.

a53, 441- Gladde, g_r. to gladden, please, I. ii.
lCynding, s. food, II. 794. I a. 86 ; _. X. 99.
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Glad,urn, adj. pleasant, X. 43. Grane, s. grain, minute particular,
Ohtsse, s. glass, i.e. mirror, I. ii. L XVII. 453. See note.

83. Orsunteth, pr. $. admits (a thing),
Oledes, s. lbl. kites, II. 1337. I.i. 7- 32.
Glued, s. glowing coal, VIII. 231 ; Grave, Ker. to engrave, V. 280 ;/_/_.

Gledes,_/. I. iii. 7.37. buried, VII. 67; XVI. 17L ; en-
Gleyvo, s. glaive, sword, XXIV. 544. graved, I. iii. 8. 14.
Glilam'aJade, pres.._t, glittering, I. ii. Gray, adj. gray (referring to the

13" 75 ; Glittemnd, II. 134. Franciscans), XXIV. io96.
Glose, s. explanation, comment, IL Grade, "I pr. s. exclaim, cry out,

842. XVIIL ! 35-
Gloee, v. explain (it) away, XXIV. Glee, s. rank, grade, I. iii. I. xI6;

1260; imp. $. XXIV. 420; _)-r. s. favour, IL 334 ; XXIV. 28; to ta_e
glosses over (things_, dissembles, in gr., to receive with favour, XVI.
XXII. 50 ; pt. 2_1. flattered, I. ii. 7. 842-
1o5; p/. commented upon, II. 3xa. Greet-naamed, adj. renowned, I. i. 8.

Glosing, s. explaining, II x14o; xx_.
flattery, I. i. 6. 14; deception, I.i. Greiuta, s.AOl,grasses, XVII. 425.
Io. 58. Grette,pL s. greeted, X. lOG; XXIV.

Glosouxs, s. pL flatterers, I. i. xo. xI. 772.
Gloton, adj. gluttonous, devouring, Grevaunoe, s. grievance, harm, XX.

I. iii. 9. 65. 5 TM

Glotoun, s. glutton, XII. 44. Grave, v. grieve, VI. 57 ; Graven,
Glow'rand, prts._l, glowering, lower- error for Grave, x pr. s. subj.

lug, XVIL x9x. grieve, XXIV. 9_8.
One, t, s. gnat, II. 459- Orevea, s. pL groves, XX. 367-
Gnawen, ._. gnawed, I. ii. 9. x13. Greyned, pp. formed like grain, I. ii.
Godllheed, error for Godhead, s. a. 124.

godhead, I. i. 9. x17. Griffon, s. griffin, II. 86.
Goer, s. walker (on foot), I. ii. L 63. Gripe, s. grip, grasp, I. ii. II. 71.
Ootnge, s. departure, I. i. lo. xto. Grith, s. protection, II. 247.
OoId, s. marigold, XXIV. 1437. Grobbed. _p. grubbed, dug round
OoId-burned, p_. burnished like about, I. i. 5.92.

gold, VIII. 34- Orome, s. groom, XXIV. 1433.
OoIdflnoh, s. XX. 89; XXIV. I368. Orouf; ongr.,inagrovelllng posture,
Gold-mastlin8, s. latten, II. 187. XVII. 362. See Gruife.

See note. Grounde, pp. ground down, VIII.
Gong, s. privy, IL 152. 225.
Gonnen, pt. pl. began, VIII. 6I; Grounded,_p. founded, I. ii.._, x18.

Gonue, VIII. 32. Grucohen, v. mmmur, XXIV. 960 ;
Ooodl.thede, s. excellence, IX. 244. grumble, II. 1164 ; _r. s. subj. may
Goodly, adj" courteous, XXI. 367. grumble (at), II. 886 ; murmur at,
Goodly, adj. as s. goodness, I. iii. 2. XXI. 47-

99, x°4. Gruffe, adv. grovelling, VIII. i67.
Goodly, adv. well, justly, I. iii. 2. Orypen, pr. pl. grasp, II. 667.

Io6. Gubernstif, adj. governing, relating
Gospel, s. gospel, truth, I. ii. 3. 38. to government, political, I. i. 6. 12o.
Gospell-book, s. gospel, II. 595. Guerdon,s. reward, I. i. 8. 136 ; VIII.
Gostay, adj. spiritual, II. xtl8. 371 ; X. 6 ; XVI. 443.
Governsunoe, s. guidance, VII. 139. Guerdoneth, _r. s. rewards, V. 97;
Governayl, s. steersman, II. Io78. pp. XXI.._9 L
Governed, p,b. steered, I. i. _.._6. Guerdoning, s. reward, I. i. 8. 135.
GovernereMe, s. mistress, XXIL 7L Guerdonles, adj. without reward,
Graffen, pr. fl. graft, I. ii. 3. 19 ; VIII. 399.

,_. I. ii. 3. 92 ; gr. in, become Guyse, $. way, XXIV. 245.
grafted into, I. i. pr. 6. Gydit, pL $. guided, XVII. 2v._.

Grame, s. anger, IL 961 ; XXIV. 32o ; Gye, v. guide, VIII. 177 ; XIII.._._ ;
harm, XI. 55. preserve, VII. 79; dtrect, XXIV.

OrLme, v. make angry, VI.._7- i25o-
G_rameroy, s. great thanks) XX. 462. Gylotlr, s. traitor, XII. 74.
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Gyse, s. manner, XXI. 9- Hate, v. hate ; hence, put force upon,
Gyte, s. mantle, XVII. 164, x78, 260. XVL 729 .

See note, p. 5*2. Hate, I .#r. s. command, bid, XXI.
Gyves, s. _Ol.fetters, II. 65I. 689. (Better, here.)

Haunoe,/_r. j_/. enhance, advance,
Habirgooun, s. coat of mail, XVII. VIII. 43o.

z86. Hautayn, adj. haughty, I. iii. 6. 89.
Habit, s. friar's dress, HI. fez ; dress, Haveleaso, adj. indigent, as one that

I. ii. Ix. 1*t. possesses nothing, XVI. 6o 5.
Habounde, adf. abundant, X. ] *6. Haw, adj. wan, dull of colour, XVII.
Habotmdeth, f,r. s. abounds, I. L L 257 ; livid, XVII. 34o_

75 ; I. ik a. z4o. Hawe, s. haw, II. 304 ; stele nat an
Habtmdatmoe, s. abundance, VI. 63. h., care not a haw, I. i. 7. zoo.
Htmo, adj'. hoarse, XVII. 338, 44.5- Hsylea, s. _l. hailstorms, I. iii. 5. *¢-
• raddL adf. whole, XVII. 73. Hayno, s. hatred, dislike, L i.pr. xoa ;
• railaum, adj. wholesome,XVII. *49. I.i. 7- 43.
Hair. adj hot, XVII. z9, a37. Hecht, x _t. s. promised, XVII. a 3 ;
Hale, s. the cry of' hanl,' II. 87a. /_t. s. was named, XVII. 2[ 3.
Haleth, _r s. draws, I. i. to. [04- Herin-taking, s. taking heed, I. ii. 4.
Halle, s. side, direction, I. ii. 3- 47 ; 67-

a goddes h., in God's name, I. ii. 4- Hoop, s. crowd, VI. 43-
z47. Hoot, s. hair, I. ii. 4. 2a (see note) ;

l:ralko, s. nook, I. i. 3- 3' : II. 489 . XIII. 84.
l:ralowo, #r. 2_l. consecrate, II. 277. Heerdea, s. ,#l. herds, I. i. 3.44.
Halae, I/_-. s. embrace, XXIV. In89. Hegge, s. hedge, XX. 54, 66.
• r&lt,/_r, s. holds, I. ii. 3- t a ; VIII. Igeidtt, _,b. headed, XVII. i68.

2[ ; keeps. I. i. I. [;5. Heft, s. health (rE. hei/), XVlI.._?,4-
Halte, adj. halt, VI. 43. Heird,2_rob.far Heir it, hear it, XVII.
Halve, s. side, I. ii. 1.7; part, I. iii. 4t5. Cf. Lowl. So. dealt, do it

7" 3* : IV. IaO ; way, respect, I. ii. (Jamieson).
In. 86. Hekgit, _/_. drawn forward over.

Hem,/_r. _0l. have, possess, I. ii. 5- 4a ; XVII. a44- Cf. Icel. he_la, hMrull.
II. 6ot. Helde, v. hold, II. 704 ; Helden, 3

• rmaehe, s. haunch, hip, XVII. 187. am'. s. subj. might hold, XXIV. 347
Handle, go'. to handle, feel, I. iii. 6. (ungrammatical).

5_. Helded, _. inclined, poured out, I.
Haaag, f.lM. hung, XVII. [6o. i. 4- x9-
H,tp, s. ehance, mereluck, I.i. 3. x*x. Iiele, s. health, XXlV. [93, 666;
• rapped,/_p, chanced ; _ hal_ed, salvation, IV. 343 ; VII. 24.

had such fortune, XX. 16. 1;reledest, _r. s. didst conceal, I. i. 7-
Happy, adf. due tochance, casual, L HT; _a0. hidden. I. i. 8. x28

i. 3. [.'_7 ; fortunate, V. 395. (obviously a false reading; read
Happyous, adj. chance, casual, L i. deled, distributed).

10. 29. It:felon, v. (to) heal, I. ii. H. '3 ; _¢t. s.
Harberowed, _2_. harboured, lodged, h_led ; h. with his he/t, healed

I. ii. 2. x9. • his heel with, I. i. 5. 45.
Hard, 2_t. s. heard, XVII. I43. Hales, s. fl. heels, IV. Ix 3.
Hardily, adv. certainly, XX. *34- Hell-y_tes, s. pl. hell-gates, II. 419 .
Hardyed, p_. emboldened, I. iii. 7. Henne, adv. hence, XVIII. 1on.

3o. Hena-forwaxd ; from h., from hence-
Hardyer, adj. more diffmnlt, I.i.tsr. forth, I. iL io. 144.

x[6. Henslmae_, s. /#1. henchmen, XX.
H&rlotry, a. evil conduct s II. Ixoo. 25_.
Harneya, ,. defensive armour, I..i. 4. Iiente, zl. catch, I. i. pr. la ; te.ize, I.

45; XX. 24;; Hames, XVII. x86. i.x. is; /,r. s. catches, I. iii. 4.
Harae, s.t_erhaiOsanerrarferharm , 115 ; _t. _L caught, seized, V. a57 ;

I i. 3. x58. j_. caught, II. 555 ; seized, XXIV.
Hart, s. hart, I. ii. [i. 43. ii44 ; gained, I. L 3. 12I.
Hasel, s. hazel-bush, I. iii. 6. 5. Hoped, 2_/0. healmd, i.e. great, V.
_-rat,/_r. s. _$ called, II. 454- 407 •
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Hereud, a. herald, XVI. 258 ;fl. XX. Hole, adj. whole, IV. 226 ; XVllI.
233. 7 ; entire, XXIV. 3oa ; trustworthy.

Horbor, s. arbour, VIII. w25, 127; XIII. 39.
XVI. 19x ; XX. 48; XXI. 48. Hole, adv. wholly, II. 212 ; XXIV.

Horborgore, s. harbinger, officer who 322.
provides apartments, XXI. 268, 389 . Holow'nosao, s. hollow vault, con-

I:Ierborewod,/_/_. lodged, I. ii. 2.34- cave, I. ii. 9" xog-
Herborwo, s. harbour, X. 35 ; Her- Holpon, ,O_. helped, I. ii. 12. 23.

bery, shelter, XVII. 4o3. Holtos, s. /_/. woods, copses, VIII.
Hordes, s. _l. shepherds, II. 339. 119 ; IX. 47.
Here, s. hair, XX. 332. Hondo, s. hand, IV. 384 .
Here, Iron. her, V. 7o, 7f ; IX fix. Hong, v. hang, XX. 245 ; Hongen,
Hore-toforn, adv. formerly, I. i. 8.6. j0r. f/ IV. 263; Hong, f/. s. hung,
Hernos. s./_/, comers, II 449 . II. 8; Honged, _/_. hung on, If.
"l:rorre, s. hinge; out of h., off the 1o42. See King.

hinge, IV. t85. A S. Aeerr. "Irony, s. honey, I. i. a. 46 ; I. ii 9.
tIorted, f_O hardened, strength- 38; XXlV. Io4o.

ened, I. ii,.' 7. 9 I. :I'_onyod, adj. full of honey, I. ii. x4.
Hortoly, adj. dear to ms. heart, XI. 24.

23 ; Hertiy, severe, VIII, 739. Hony-aou.kola, a. )0/.honeysuckles, I.
west, s. promise, VIII. 319; Heste, iii. 6. 6.

VIII. 57t ; command, III. xo6 ; _l. Hookos, s. _01.hooks, I. i. to. xos,
commands, II. 209; V. 324. Heel adj. as adv. wholly, XVI. 234;

•Ioto, s. heat, XXIV. 1379. in full, XXI. 628.
Hot, o, v. be called (l_robab/y an error Hoolly, adv. wholly, XXII. I4.

far here), I. ii. 6. 86. See Here. Hoolaom, adj. wholesome, VIII. 14 ;
Herb, s. heath, XXIV. 755. X. 36 ; XX. 6.
Hethenesso, s. pagan country, VL Hoomlinease, s. plainness ofspeech,

x7. V. x33.
Hove, s. the cry of ' heave,' II. 872. Hoot, adj. hot, VIII. t36.

See note. _rop1_en, fir. p/. dance, II. 872.
"gro_on-ksy, s. the key of heaven, II. Here, adfi#l, hoary, old, hence bare

865. (as trees in winter), VIII. zx9 ; IX.
]t[ovyo, get. to be sorrowful, I.i. 47- See "14"oir.

4-4. Horisons, s. fl. prayers, I. iii. 9-
l:rewe, get. to hew, IX. Ib8. 92.
l:fewmound, s. helmet, XVIL I86. Horn, s. horn ; g'ive us an ]wrn, scoff
:Hey, interj, hey I II. 890. at us, XXIV. t39 o.
Heyz, s. heir, successor, XV1II. :8o Horowe, adj. dirty, II.xo97.

(see note) ; _ol. III. 2o 7. Hera, s. #l. horses, XX. 2ol, 274.
_righnea, s. exaltation, II. I16. Hora-haxnoya, s. horse-trappings,
Hight, ft. s. is named, XXI. 169 ; 2 XX. 218, 226, 2.37.

/,r. 20l. XXII. 23 ; do h., are called, Hoapitall, s. hospital, XVII. 382.
XXlV. 145 ; I ft. s. promised, Hostel, s. lodging, I. i. a. 57
XXIV. x319;2_, promised, VIII. Hoto, v.beealled, I. il. 4. x39; Hoten,
319; IX. 97. have a name, XVIII. ISs; Hote,

IiLldoth, ft. s. pours out, I. ii. t. 13. ,0t. s. was named, XXIV. I59; 2_.
Hing, _t. s. hung, XXIV. laot ; called, XXIV. 74 L

Hingen,/_t. _Ol. I. i. 4. 36 ; fres./_/. Hougo, adj. huge, great, 1I. xxoo.
hanging, XXIV. _39- See He.rig. Hourea, s.fL services, as matins, &c.,

Hit, ,Or. s. hits, XVIII. _o3. XVIII. 70. See note.
_Ko, s. proclamation, XXIV. 27o: See Houaelin,g'tr. to receivethe eucharist,

note. II. _I_.

Hoggea, s._L hogs, I. i.fr. x_I. Houten, ft. fl. hoot, shout, IL
Itoir. adj. lit. hoary, XVII. I63 ; old, 87_.

feeble, XVII. 338, 445. See Wore. How, adv. however, XXlV. abT.
I/told, s. fortress, II. 475. How. adj. hollow, XVII. _57.
Itolden, If. beholden, I. ii. 4- 122 ; Howainge, s. building of houses, lII.

cnmpelled, I. iii. 7- tao; Holde, pf. _96.
bound, IV. 7. Hude, .r. hood, XVII. 244.
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HuiBht, adj. silent, I. ii. 7- 122. Inne, s. inn, lodging, II. 977.
See below. Znne, adv. within, in, XVIII. 6a.

Hutuht, t_ter/', whist ! peace t I. L ,5- IntxomLn&ble, adj. unnameable, I. i.
90. 9. 55 ; I. ii. 4- 53.

Hu.lfore, s. holly, VIII. x2o. Inot_dienoe, s. disobedience, XXLIL
Hy, s. haste; in by, XVII. 361; In.

XXIV. z68, 698. Inpoueuion, s. an error for 'im-
"n'yo, v. re//. hasten, I. iii. 5. 7! ; IX. position,' i.e. the imposing of a
• name, I. ii. 4. ]4 x. See the note.

33 ; imp. _l. rtyq. XXL a44 ; pr. s. Input, _,_. placed in, implanted, I. iLI. iii. 4- 98.
Hyly, adv. highly, IX. 185. a. I2o.
Hynd, s. hind, I. ii. xl. 43. Inse6r, s. investigator, looker into, I.
Hyne, s. hind, farm-labourer, IL a6. iii. I. 141 ; I. iiL 9- 91 ; reader,

I. iii. t. a5 ; _1. I. ii. x. lO3.
I-cleped, ._. called, II. 73- Insight, s. perception, I. ii. 6. 96.
Ideot, s. idiot, I. i. 9. 87 ; _/- L ii. Inspiraoion, s. inspiration, I. ii. x.
x.94. I3.

Idole, s. image, XVlI. 507 . Inau_mauoe, s. insufficiency, I. i. 9.
Xtke, adj. same, I. L 3.8o ; I.i. 9.6a. 13.
Zmpe_tmentes, s. 2_l. hindrances, I. lnsufl_aaunt, adj. insufficient, I. i.

ii. 6.96. 4- 63.
Tmperciable, adj. impervious, not to Intent, _r. s. means, XXIV. 137o.

be pierced, I. i. 4- 45- Lutero, adj. entire, sincere, XIII. 3I.
1.mperflte, adj. imperfect, III. 186, ln-to,_re_, in, XVII. 212.

I99. Intruoioun, s. intrusion, I. i. ]. 17.
Tmport_ble, adj. unbearable, I. i.x. Inwit. s. conscience, I. i. 4. 17-

]08 ; V. 26. I-psynted,/_. painted, II. I35.
lmpouiblo, s. a thing impossible, I. I-peeled, _,_. adorned with pearls, IL

ii. 4. ]52 ; Impossible, VII. x2. I58.
Improntit, g_. imprinted, XVII. 5o8. Ipooryte, s. hypocrite, XII. 65.
Y.mDreasion, s. impression, I. ii. 9. 32- Irrecuporsble, adj. irrecoverable, L
In prinoipiO, first verse of St. John's ii. I. 34.

gospel, IlL I36. Is, flron, them, II. 94 I.
Znch,=tuagesble, adj'. unchangeable, Zuewe, s. issue, flow, XVI. 52.

I. i.fr. 5"- Itineraa'ie, s. road-book, guide, X.
Inclose,/_. included, I. iii. 4- I64. 64.
Inoommodttb, s. inconvenience, L iii. 1vorio, s. ivory, XI. 3-

8. 141.
Inconvenience, s. unfitness, I. iii. 4. Jangoling, adj. prattling, vain, I. iii.

139 ; mistake, I. ii. 4- I53- 6. 89.
lnoonvenient, adj. unfitting, I. iii. 3&ngle, get. to prattle, XVI. 744 ;

9- In. 20r. s. prates, II. 791 ; XVI. 333.
lnd, a_. blue, XX'IV. 78; Inde, nO1. ,T_aaglers, $._L praters, I. i. 4. 64-

VIII. 127. Jangles, s. aol.idle words, I. ii. 9" 93-
Indifferent, adj. impartial, I.i. 7.34. Jsnglingo, s. discord, I. ii. 9. 52_
Inductattfe, adj. capable of being gossip, I. i. 5.19 ; 2_l- babblings, I.

reduced, I. iL I3. 48. ii. I4. 1o.
Infame, s. ill fame, disgrace, I. i. 8. _rspo, s. jest, L i. 1o. 87 ; XXI. 348 ;

49 ; ill report, I. i. 6. 70. pl. XXII. 53.
_afeoted, 2_20.impaired, XXIV. Io53. J&y, s. jay, I. i. ;_'. 3° ; II. 791.
In-fore, adv. together, II. xalz ; V. irouae, s. juice, I. iii. 5. x15.

458 ; XVIU. 78, a63, 273 ; XXI. ,Tocounde, adj. jocund, pleasant, V.
407 ; fully, XXI. 6on. 475-

][azflst, p_. inflated, blown, XVIL 463 . 3"oloyvingo, 2_res. not. cheering, L i.
Inforttmo, s. misfortune, IV. 49. x. za6.
Tnh,,unalng, s.enhancing,II. Ixa. Jolif, ad/. happy, XXIV. 177 ; spruce,
Inke, s. ink, I. i. _'. 15. XXIV. 473-
_aly, adv. inwardly, extremely, XX. _oneaao, s. Youth, XXII. 69.

1I 3 ; very, XXL 5x5, 747. _'oraed, ]._t. s. journeyed, XXIV. 7a.
In-middos, _AO. amid, XXI. 55- Journey, s. day's work, I. i. 5. 3x.
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Jowall, s jewel, XVII. 5zI. Knowleginge, s. knowledge, I. i. 8.
Joynt, -p-p. as s. a thing dosed, II. 99; meaning, I. i.._. 29.

22o. Knyf, s. knife, II. 24J.
gumporo,v.jumbletogether; ¢onncj., Kymo, s. wretch, II. 695. See note.

know how to mix, I. i.-pr. 3o. Kyndo, adj. kindred, I. i. 6. 49.
Jupardyo, s. risk, peril, VIII. 475. Kyndely, adj. natural, I. i. -pr. 36 ;
Juparting, s. jeopardmg, risking, I. ii. 3.5 a.

VIII. 4x9 . Kython, v. (to) manifest, V. 224;
Jurisdlooioun, s. jurisdiction, VIII. im-p.2M, she_, VL 42.

271.
Justos, s. -pl. jousts, tournaments, Laborious, adj. full of endeavour,

XX. 282. VII.69.
Justifloaeion, s. justification, I. ii. Lscohe, get. to seize, grasp, L i. 3.

13. 88. 5_.
ffuvent_, s. youth, VII. H. Lazu, s. tie, bond, XI. x7.
J'uysz, s. penalty, XVI. 6_2. Laoed,/_. bound, I. i. 3. 144-

Lathe, _ pr. s. subj. loosen (it), let
'Wale'nds, s. the beginning, VII. x46. go, _r_er_a_s, turn coward, relax, I.
Sole, get to cool, XXIV. 775- ii. x4. 83. F. ldcher.
Kembe, _r. -p/. comb, II. 3o6; Kern- Lseke, v. fail, Ill. an2.

mit,_j0. XVII. 222. _kod, fl-p. dispraised, I. i. 8. 104;
Kend, p-p. known, XVII. 380. I.i. Io. 83.
_Kendlll/a, j_'. s. kindles, takes fire, Laoking, s. blaming, I. ii. 8. 33 ;

XVII. 3o. dispraise, I. iii. 2. 112.
Kepe, s. heed, XVIII. 2o7; [takeno La_lde, a-pt.-pl, led, I.i. 3. 76;_2 b.

be/e, I take no heed, XVI. 267. IX. al 9.
R'epen, I -pr. $. (f'or Kepe), take Y._de, _0. laden, XX. 305.

care, XXIV. 684. Ladels, s. _/. cross-paths, by-paths,
Kepten, _0_. (.fa/se form, for Kept), I.L. 3. 42. (See note, p. 456.)

kept, XXIV. 526. Laft,-p/. s. remained, XX. 364.
Kerve, v. cut, XIL xal ; -pr. -PL V. Lak, s. reproof, blame, reproach,

245- XVIL 27o.
"R'idde, _/. s. shewed, V. 314; Kid, Lake, s. linen cloth, X. 7o.

.pp. made known, .L iii. 5- 7°. Lakkon,-pJ: -pl blame, V. w92.
Kind, s. nature, XIII. 8o. Lmnentazious, adj. mournful, I. i.
Klndz, adj. natural, XXlI. z9. L X_8.
_tnges ofarmoe, s.-p/, kings-at-arms, Lanes, s. _l. pathways, tracks, I. i. 3.

XX. _ao. 4x.
_tnrede, s. kindred, Lii. a._3;V. Langoring, adj. full of leaguer,

a ; i0l. III. 8. swooning, I. ii. 74. 59.
]rln_st, s. rest for the people, time Lapwingea, s. _0l. lapwings, II. _339.

of rest, I. i. 5. x°3. See the note. Larder, s. larder ti.e. slaughter), L
Kirk, s. church, XVII. _7. ii. 74. 03.
Kit, o, s. kite, XXIV. I416. Largo, ad/. loose, too free, IX. _7 ;
Kith, s. native country, L i. -pr. _3. liberal, XVI. 455-
Knetto, v. knit, weave, suggest, I.i. Largo, s. ; at _ir l., at freedom, free,
• 7.39; Knitten, 10r--p/" accept, lit. VlIL_a9;atyaurl.,1X._5.

knit together, I. ii. 5. 34 ; imzO.s. Largoaae, s. bounty, lI. 5] x ; XVIII.
knit, fasten, XL _7 ; //. knit, IX. _57 ; XXI. 3x8.
_7_ ; Knit,_. chosen, I. ii. 8. 6_. Laraon, s. larceny, IL 3a3.

Knitting, $. choosing friends, I. ii. Yam, adj.-pl, less, XXI. 439.
8. _9- Laue, adj. less, I. iL 9. 77 ; IV. _o9.

Knot, s. knot, a fanciful term for the LMshed, -pl. -pl. burst, ran forth,
bliss for which a man strives, the flowed, I. i. 6. 7z.
aummum bmum, I. ii. 4. 14o. Iamt,-p/.-pl. lasted, XX. _88.

Knowers, s. -pL men who know (it), Let, adj. late, behindhand, ]I. 457.
I. ii. 8. 28. Lattit,-p:. hindered, XVII. _7-

Knowing, s.knowledge, I. ii. 9. _7- L_uoh (.for Leuch D,-Pt. s. laughed,
'R'_owlogodon, -pt. pl. acknowledged, XVII. 231 (or infln, to laugh).

I. L 6. _7" Lsudest, _2_'. _. pr__L_es__t,I. i. so. 76.

*** pp$ $ $ *
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Laughande, _Ores._t. laughing,1, i. L Lenger, adv. the longer, XVI. 678.
47. Lengest, adv. longest, I. ii. 9" 86.

Lsund6, s. glade, VIII. 120 ; XVIII. Lent, s. spring, XVII. 5.
6I. Lepre, s. leprosy, IV. 349.

Laureat, adj. madeof laurel, X. 68. Lore, get. to learn, XX. a29; _.
Laurer, s. laurel, VIII. 65 ; IX. 238 ; learned, II. 754-

XX- x58 ; -tree, XX. IO9. Lerne, get. to learn, to be taught,
Lauriole, s. laurel crown, X. 73. XVL 535 ; 2 _r. _l. teach, I. i. 4-
Laverok, s. lark, X. 82. 41 ; 2_p. instructed, XVI. 635.
Lawde, s. praise, XXIV. 1332. Lose, get. to lose, II. 591 ; IV. 29.5 ;
Lawest, adj. lowest, XVII. 298. 2 jot. s. I. i. 8. 131 ; _r. s. XVI.
Lawfully, adv. in a low tone, XVII. 388 ; _r. _/. XVI. 588 ; /m,_. _l.

312. VII. 87.
Lawn, s. lawn covering, lawn ker- Lesers, s.zgl, losers, I. i. Io. 62.

chief, XVII. 423. Losing, s. losing, loss, I. ii. 7. 65;
Lay, s. lea, XVIII. 285. I. ii. to. x2o.
Lay, s. lay, song, I. iii. 7..53. Lesing, s. falsehood, lie, XVIII. 238 ;
Lay, s law, faith, belief, V. 433. XXI. 263 ; XXIV. 42_ ; jOLI. i. 6.
Lay-foe, s. fee belonging to laymen, 159 ; VIII. 42I.

II. 686, 74 t. Leste, pt. s. lasted (or, might last), I.
Layser, s. leisure, XI. 4 I. i. 5- 32.
Lazsrous, s. leprous person, leper, Let, pr. s. letteth, lets, VIII. 464 -

XVII. 343, 531. Let, fir. s. hinders, I. i. I. II 9.
Leche, s. physician,I, iii. 7.79; X. 42. Let, pr. s. leads, I. iii. 9. Ix.
Leehecra_ft, s. healing, I. iii. 9. 69. Lets, v. let go, spare, let alone, XX.
L_etorn, s. lectern, XXIV. 138z. 21.5 ; Let, v. pretend, XVI. 583 ;
Leed, s. lead, lI. x6o. Lets, 2pr.pl. allow to be, IIL 36_;
Leer, adj. lid, dear, longed for, XXI. Let commaunde, caused men to

694. command, XXIV. 296.
L_efl'ul, adj. permissible, VII. 75. Let-games, s. pl. hinderers of sport,
Leefly, adj. permissible, I. ii. x4- 8. I.i. 3- I _4 ; I. i. 4- 6I.
Leel, adj. loyal, II. 755. Lethy, adj. weak, I. iii. 7. Io_.
Lees, s. lie, V. 444- Lette, _. hinder, III. 289 ; VIII. 25I ;
Lest, fit. s. caused; leer do cryt, go-. to prevent, II. 1189 ; _p. bin-

caused to be cried or proclaimed, dered, L i. 8. 1oo.
IV. 174, Letting, s. hindrance, I. i. 9. I14"

Leffer, adj. liefer, XXIV. 113o. Lettotu's, $._/. hinderers, I. i. 5. I_6.
Lefful, adj. permissible, I. iii. 2. 5t ; Lettred,_. learned, XXIV. 3os.

Leful, I. i. 3. 129. Leude, adj'. ignorant, I. i._r. 16.
Lefts, 1_/.s. remained, V. 443;XXI. Leudnesae, s. ignorance, want of

19o ; abandoned, IV. 342 ; Leften, skill, I. i. _r. x9.
errorjbr Left,._/. left, XXIV. Ix66. Love, s. belief, II. Ix35.

Loge, adj. liege, III. io. Leve, adj. _l. dear ones, IV. 3._4-
Logeaunce, s. allegiance, VIII. 55L Leve, v. leave, abandon, XVL 534 ;
Legende, Legend,V. 316. See note. _r. s. leaves off, ceases, I. ii. 5. 46 ;
Logge,_.allege, XXIV. lo65; Legen, remains, I. ii. 4- 7; is left, XVI.

2_r. _l. allege, I. i. 7- 73 ; Leged, 668 ; _iO. left, I. i. 7- _2 ; neglected,
_. alleged (to be), I. ii. _. ]o3. I. ii. 9. ]9 _.

Legistres, s. _l. lawyers, I. ii. 2. 69. Leven, go'. to believe, II. 895 : V.
Y.mid, s. lead, XVIL _.5._. 56; v. I. ii. I3. _3o ; _Pr. s. XVI.
Leld, s. person, man, XVIL 449. 7xo; imp. _. XVIII. 257 _ _. I. i.
Loft, get. to live, XVII. 584. 4- 69'
Letr, get. to learn, XVII. 479. Lover, adv. sooner, rather, I. iL _o.
Lomes, s._l. rays, X. I_6. 7I ; VIII. 5._5.
Lemman, s. leman, II. 883 ; gen. II. Loves, s. _/. leaves, XXIV. 5x9.

538. Lowed, adj. ignorant, 1I. I46, 970;
Lene,2_-. s. subj. may lend, I. iii. 9. Lewde, unskilful, XIX. I ; i11-

78 . omened. XVIII..50.
Lene, adj. lean, weak, V. 408. Loysor, s. leisure, V. I_ 9 ; XIX. x3 ;
Leneth,_0r.s. leans, inclines, I.ii.6.53. Leysar, I. L a. 43.
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Lioh, adj. like, similar, I. i. 5. 42; Lodemasmge, s. pilotage, steering,
II. 3o3; XXlV. 696 ; Liche, _#/. XlII. 6x.
alike, I. i. 5.46. Lofleatorro, s. _cde-star, guiding star,

Lithe, ad,. alike, XXI. xx 7. XVI. ;57.
Lioro, s. Liar, XXIV. x242. LoUnge, s. praise, IV. 37 I.
IMP, adj. left, I. i. z. Ixl ; I. ii. I. 6. Loggo, s. lodge, VIII. 585.
Lige, adj. liege, VI. 9- Loggod,/9/L lodged, I. i. a. xS.
Ligeaunuo, s. allegiance, I. i. 6. t65 ; Logging, s. lodging, abode, XVI.

VI. 37- 82.
Ltggo, get. to lie, I. ii. 6. 9o ; l.ig, Loke, fief. to look, I. iii. 6. 97 ; ft.

v. II. 4; z/Yr. fL lodge, III. 81; s. subj. let (him) see, IL 834;
,#r. j0l. lie still, III. x81. Lokeden, ft. fl. looked, I. i. 7.

Liggen, a fr. _l. lay, IlL 46. (In- lo 5.
correctly used.) Lokers, s. #l. onlookers, I. i. 5.7 I.

Light, adj'. easy, IV. 218 ; Lighter, Loners, s. Lollards, II. 73, 88.
coral. I. ii. 12. 2o2. Londe, s. country, II. 11._8.

Light, s. lightning, XIV. 37- See note. Londlees, adj. landless, II. 73-
As ' lightning' is certainly meant, a Lend-tillers, s. ¢l. farmers, I. i. 3.
better reading would be leyt. 32.

Lighte,fr. s. subj. may alight, alight, Longeth, ;Or. s. belongs, I. ii. 9- 78 ;
X. 83 ; a. s. I. i. 2. 5. II. 965 ; XVI.._3 ; is suitable,

IAghtinge, fires, ft. shining ; sucht XXIV. 4o8 ;/_t. s. XXI. 518.
ligMinge, giving such a kind of Lees, s. praise, I. i. 7- 26 ; fame, VI.
light, I. ii. 6. re1. 8 ; baddt 1., ill fame, I. i. 6. I79.

IAghtles, adj. deprived of light, I.i. Lordlych, adj. lordly, II. Io._a.
I. 2o. Lore, s. teaching, I. i. 4.48 ; IX. a2o.

Lightly, ado. easily, I. ii. 5. 12z; Loro, f_0. lost, IL 7._x, 986.
XVI. 426. Lot'oR, s. abandoned wretch, II. 374,

_Ightsom, adj. light, XVI. 405; 1138.
pleasant, X. 30. Lorn, f,_. lost, I. i. 4. 28 ; I. ii. 3. 77-

Llgnes(.t),I.ii. 3. lo; seenote, p. 467. Lose, s. praise; out of lost, to my
Limitsmion, s. boundary, limit, 1II. dispraise, IX. 234.

8._. LoBed,/s2_. praised, I. i. 8. Ix 3, I26.
T.tmltors, s. fL friars begging within Losel, s. abandoned wretch, I. ii. 2.

a fixed limit, III. 83. 49.
"r.immea, s.fl. limbs,IV. 26o; XXIV. Losongeour, s. flatterer, I. ii. 2.52.

228. Losengery, s. flattery, II. 635; Ill.
Linet, s. linnet, XXIV. I4o8. 2o2.
Lipper, adj. belonging to lepers, Lethe, adj. hated, I. i. 3. 37; .pl.

XVII. 438 ; leprous, XVIL 372. hostile ones, IV. 354-
Lipper-loid, s. leper-folk, XVII. Lother, adj. more loath, XVIIL 16o.

45i. Lough,ft. s. laughed, XXI. 279.
IMaao, s. comfort, alleviation, I. ii. Loupe, t. a hard knot in a gem, X.

14. 3. 92, 93. See note.
IAuon, _. ease, relieve, XVIII. 245; Lout, o, v. bow down, IL 18x ; 2_t._l.

ff. I. iii. 6. x3. I.i. lo. re.
List, ft. s. is pleased, I. i. 3. 35 Loutinges, s. salutations, respects, L

XVI. 455; /_r. t. prefers, likes, i. 5. 116.
XVII. _s6 ; List, _ #r._l. are (you) Loveflay, s. day of reconciliation, I.
pleased,'XVL 276;fr. s. subj. may i. 2. 95-
please, IX. 63 ; f/. s. subj. (it) Lows, s. blaze; on a L, in a blaze,
should please, IX. a._5. V. 6x.

Li_od,/_/O. listened_ IX. _9. Lowed,/_0. set low, put down, I. iii.
Listas, s fl. borders, XVII. 179. 6. Ix.
Living, lkrts, ft. living, existing, Luoemae, s. lantern, XIX. 23 ; XXlV.

(but #er_afs an error for leming, 63a.
i.e. _hining), X. 24. See note. Lucifer, the morning-star, IX. _l 5.

Livlnges, s. #L modes of life (t), I. Lutfferis, s. fL lovers, XVII. 14o.
ii. x. _19 (#erita2_s an error for Lutfla, gen. ai_. love's, of love,
livinge). XVII. a2.

Pp2
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Lure, s. lure, enticement, II. 88 ; Mm'g_rit-porle, s. pearl, I. iJi. I. 35 ;
XVI. 634. /_l. L iii. I. 37-

Lurken, ]Or._01.lurk, I. i. 8. 80. Msxjol_- s. marjoram, XXI. 56.
Lust, s. pleasure, I. i. pr. 74 ; XXIV. M__'ket-betera, s. j0l. haunters of the

a7a. market, II. 871.
Lu_t,_Or._0/. please, are pleased, XX. M_s, i. e. ordeal by combat, I. i. 7.

59° . H.
Lusty, adj. pleasureable, I. iii. L xag; MaLr_r, s. martyr, I. i. 7- Ix5 ; pl.

adv. jollily, II. 4.,4. Martres, V. 316 ; XXIV. 1376.
Lyre" L ad_. gray, XVIL 16a. Ma_yre, get. to be martyred, IV.
Lybel, s. bill (of divorce), I. iii. a. 34x ; Maxtred,_O_. mart)_red, full of

14; XVII. 74. (See note, p. 480.) martyrdom, I. ii. 9. lo8.
Lyf, s. person, IV. 86. Ma_e, s. maze, XXL 17, 3a.
Lyfolioh, adj. lively, I. iii. 9- IO7; Mamed, _O_.amazed, confused, I. i. 3-

life-giving, I. i.aOr. In. 1o3; perplexed, XXI. 38.
Lyko, v. please, XXIV. 394; _Or.s. M_om'y, masonry, s. XXL 53.

ironers. XVIII. 43. MFu_seday, s. day when ma_ is said,
Lykinge, adj. ple____nt, L i. pr. 74 ; I.i. 5. x°3.

delicate, III. 297. Mast, s. mast (of a ship), XXIV.
Lykly, adj. similar, IL x._o3. 88.
Ly-ade, s. da.'. lime-tree, IX. a56. Masts, s. mast fallen from trees,
Lynes, s.2l. lines, l.iii. 8. 7. Seethe beech-mast, I.i. 3. 42.

note, p. 483 . l_ste, adj. depressed, XVI. 35.
"r.yn.x, s. lynx, I. ii. 8. xo4. M.stod,)_. overcome, I. i. x. xao.
T.youn, s. lion, II. I317. Marcus, s. a_l. matins, XXIV. 1353.
Lyre, s. complexion, hue, XVII. 339. Mater, s. matter, L iii. 9- 85-
Lyre, s. little, XVIII. 4 a ; XX. ao 5 ; Maugr_, aorta, in spite of, IL 886 ;

adv. VIII. 413 . V. 232 ; m me, in spite of myself,
Lyther, adj. vicious, XVIII. x4. unwillingly, I. iii. 3. ix4.
Lyvelode, s. livelihood,I, iii. 5. zo4; Maugrb, s. ill will, XVL a4o;

Lyvelod, II. 34. Maugree, dislike, V. 376; dis-
pleasure, I. ii. 6. 53-

M_oulait, adj. stained, XVII. 8t. Maund_menta, s. jOl. eommund-
Msd,aOaO. made, XIII. I2 ; written, L meuts, II. 633.

iii. 9. 84. Mavis, s. thrush, XVII. 43o ; XX.IV.
MaLdding, s. madness, V. x3I. 798.
_r_lgt, adv. most, XVII. fla. May.jOt. s, can (do a thing), I. ii. 7.
Mats_'os, s. mistress, I. iii. 4. anT. 15 t.
Malstrye, s. mastery, power, I. i. 3. Mayntenaunoe, s. abetting, II. 1a56.

xa8 ; miracle, II. 9oo. Maynteynours, s. _l. maintainers,
Make, s. companion, V. 57 ; IX. 56 ; abettors, II. 3on, 8oi.

XVIII. _83. Mayre, s. mayor, I. ii. 6. t3 _.
Makers, s. [L poets, I. iii. 4. _58- Maysterfully, ad_. tyrannously, 1I.
Making, s. composition of poetry, 656.

IX. _37; poem, If. to66. May_ters, s._Ol, masters, If. Ill 5.
Mslapo_, _dj. malapert, XXIV. 737. Msysta-enhip, s. sovereignty, L li. 3.
]_d'ale, _v.bag, II. _45. 4° ; rank of a master, II. xlaa.
M_lo-Boueho, s. Scandal,VIII. a6o; _yatreno, s. mistress, I. i. 4- x8.

IX. 84 ; XVI. 741 ; XX. 580. _y_try, s. mastery, LI. Hx 7 ;
M_uaoe, s. threat, II. _37o. superior powers, I. ii. _. a3. ( That
M,_e, v. menace, XVI. 6I 5. _old¢_ m. me have, who wished
_erleuse, adj. devoid of good me to.have authority.)

maunen, rude, XVL 7_4. Me, indef._rvn, one, J.. i. pr. 68 ; I.
_ata_tioh, adj. manly, I. ii. 4- 46. i.t. _8 ; I. ii. xx. xo ; I. iii. 8. Io ;
Masm_, s. manna, I. iii. 9. 98 ; IL XXI. an.

784. Mede, s. reward, II. 944.
_ple, _. maple-tree, XVIIL _83. Meded, a_- rewarded, I. ii. 9- 98 ; I.
Maxoh_dry, s. trade, II. 8oo. iii. _. xt.
Maroial, adj. warlike, I. i. 5- a9- Medefully, adv. demrvedly, 1"-iii. a.
Mm'gm-Otgos, s.p/. daisies, XXJ. 57- 37-
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Modlest, _r. s. take_tpart, iaterferest, Mewo, s. mew, coop ; in rat's,e,
l.i. 7. xlI; /_p. mingled, I. ii. 13. under restraint, XVI. 338.
76 ; L iii. 7. 33 ; XVI. 657. Mewet, adj. mute ; in tn., in a tone

Mealie-tree, s. medlar, XX. 86, 442. unheard, to myself, XXIV. 148.
Modlingo,_res.2_t. meddling, I. ii. xo. Moyna11, adj. belonging to their

5x ; mixture, I. ii. x. 92; inter- household, domestic, II. 32z. See
ference, I. i. 6. 77. note. p. 487 .

MeedLful, adj. meritorious, III. 178. Mey-at,_p. mingled, VIII zz 9.
Mona, s.yl. dwellings, houses, V. 334. Meyny, s. household, I. ii. 5. 5 a ;

O.F. rues, ,*eis, _elx, ' ferme.., crowd, L i. 7. IO4 ; followers, I. i.
habitation, ddmeure' ; Godefroy. 6. x45.

Maid, s. reward, recompense, XVII. Michel, adv. much, V. t42.
277. Middis, s. midst, XVII. 5.

MelancoLioua, adj. melancholy, XX. Midlo-erth, s. the earth, L iii. z.
314 . 65.

Meldrop, s. hanging drop of mucus, Milk-whyt, adj. milk-white, XXIV.
XVII. 158. 787.

Moles, s. pl. meals, II. Io36. _tude, s. remembrance, XI. 4z.
MeU, rJ. meddle, II. 857. _ging, im2_. s. mix, XVII. 613 ; pp.
Memorial, s. memory, XXIV. 876. _36.
MemouLr, s. memory, XVII. 465. Mirour, s. mirror, V. I79.
Mene, adj. intermediate, I. ii. 12. Mirthed,::. cheered, 1. ii. 3.98.

56; middle, XX1V. 65a. _rls, adj. wrong, I. ii. 5- III ; IL
Mene, s. mean, intermediate, IIL H97 ; VIII. 6o3; XXII. 61; /_l.

16a ; mean, I. iii. 5. 53 ; middle things that are wrong, I. ii. 9" 84-
course, III. 17o ; mediator, I. ii° _. _iscsa-y, z,. go astray, fail, I. ii. 14.
leo; method, way, I. i.:r. 54; 98;/._'g°neastray, I-ii'4 .I°6.
moderation (2), I. ii. In. 43. Misohaunoe, s. a curse, ill luck, II.

Mening, $. intention, XVI. 393 ; /_l. xI68 ;III. 423.
I L 8. 30. Misohese, 2 pr. #l. choose amiss,

Merohande, s. (/k-r/zoOs) merchants' VII. i87.
meeting. VII. (title). Misohevos, s. diseases, X. 54.

Mereiable, adj. merciful, IL 96; xciaolopinge, s. misnaming, I. i. Io.
XXII. 62 ; XXIV. 645. 46.

Merniably, adz,. mercifully, I. iii. 9. Misoorden, p-. p/. disagree, I. ii. 14.
73. 27"

Merle, s. blackbird, XVII. 43 o. Mlaoreanta, _r. /_l. unbelievers, IV.
Merv,_yl. s. marvel, XXI. 648. _68.
Mery, adj. pleasant, L ii. 9" I3I. M/nose, s. lack of ease, misery, I. ii.
Men, s-dish, course of meats, XVI- 154. 5. 21.
Mesohauno6, s. misfortune, VII. 179. Misesy, adj. uneasy, I. i. 3. I5o.
Meaoreaunce, s. unbelief, VI. 5o. Misglosed, _p. misinterpreted, L ii.
Mesurabelly, adz,. with moderation, I. 59-

XVI. 248. Miogo,/p. gone astray, II. 756.
Mesur,_ble, adj. moderate, V. 350. Misgoing, s. error, I. ii. 8. Ia 9.
Mesuro, imp. s. moderate, X. H9. Mlahappod,/_. come to misfortune,
]_to-borde, s. dining-table, I. ii. _. V. 217.

61. Mispend, z,. misspend, II. 618.
M.otely, adj. moderate, i.e. of middle Miaplesaunoe, s. displeasure, grief,

height, XXL 79. L i. 3. 22.
Motrlciano, s. /1. men skilled in ZKisquemo, pr. s. s_,,', displease, II.

metre, XXIV. 3o. 647.
Mev,_ble, adj. moveable ; i.e. (more) Mis-eoohing, s. seeking amiss, I. ii.

moveable, XIV. 36. _i. 48.
Movo, g_r. to move, I. L _. _o 9 ; pc. lwlaae.mening, adj. ill-intentioned,

s. moves, V. 432 ; apt. pl. dis- I. ii. 9. 88.
cussed, I. iii. 5. I58. Minter, _. occupation, handicraft ; m.

Meninges, s.2_l, motions, L ii..9:.45, fol_, craftsmen, XXIV. a27.
Mowarfl; to r,c.,towardsme,_.,t. 9. _Listihede, s. mistiness, darkness,

,a 3. XXII. 3_-
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Misturnen, v. overturn, change the Metro, g_r. to move, provoke, XVII.
fortunes of, I. i. lo. 31 ; #p. altered 352.
amiss, I. ii. 5. 88 ; misdirected, I. Murthed, yr. s. cheered, I. i. t.
ii. 4- xx. II.

Misty, adj'. mystic, mysterious, X. Muse, v. study, meditate, V. z38;
t34. i#t. s. considered,II. 89.

Misusing, s. misuse, VII. 9S. Musklo, s. mussel (shell-fish), I. ii.
Miswont, py. gone astray, I. ii. lo. x2.32 ; yL I. iii. I. 45.

i43. Mynd, s. memory, II. xo76 ; remem-
Me, adv. besides, X. x; XVI. Tx3; branee, Li. Lao.

adj. others, I. i. 5. i I ; others be- Myrro, s. myrrh, VIII. 66.
sides, XVI. 3a9, 48o ; XXI. 60. Mystero, s. ministry, II. at6.

Xooho-foldo, adj. manifold, I. i. 8. Xystry, s. mystery, II. 12_ 9
43. Myto, s. mite, I. ii. 3. 68.

Moohol, adj. much, XVIFI. z4o.
Modor, s. mother, I. iii. 8. 86. Nad, yt. s. had not, V. 357.
Modify, get. to adjudge, appoint, l_'akod,/_t, s. deprived, V. 353.

specify, XVII. 299. Nslo, s. ; .at t_e hale=at then ale, at
Moeblo, s. (moveable) property, the ale-house, II. ate.

wealth, I. i. 3. _31 ; I. i. 4. 62 ; yl. Naaxte-eloping, s. naming, I. iii. t.
I. i. 9. x5. 42.

Mokel, adv. much, I. ii. 6. 16L Namolioho, adv. especially, L iii. 6.
Mokkon, Ktr. to mock, XXIV. 1186. leo ; Namely, I. i. a. 27 ; III. _64 ;
MoRes, s. yl. birds of the kite or V. 3a_ ; VIII. 48o.

buzzard family (see the context) ; Namore, no more, V. 357.
II. 1338. (The exact sense is not Nar, adv. nearer, XVII. a63.
known.) Nat-for-than, adv. neveltheless, I.

Mono, s. moon, II. 2. iii..5. 52.
Mone, s. moan, lament, I. iii. 7. a3 ; Naught, adj. wicked, XVIII. x9o ;

X. 77 ; XI. 1o4. Naughty, I. ii. 5.7.
Moned, _y. bemoaned, I. i. 2. z 24. Nay, s. denial, XVIII. 281 ; denying,
Monoth, s. month, I. iL 8. 113 ; XlII. XXl. 351, 52L

no. Nayed, yy. said no, I. i. 7- 7-
Moo, adj. more numerous, IIL 42L Nobulo, s. mist, X. 53.
Moon, s. moan, lament, XVI. 783. Nedo, s. need, V. 77.
M'oot,_r. s. must, V. 35. Nodes, adv. of necessity, I. iii. a.
More, adj. greater, L i. L 69 ; I. it. 83.

9" 73 ; L iii. L 63 ; Mores, adj. Nedest, a yr. s. art needy, I. ii. 5.
o_'n. ; that mores, of that greater 16.
thing, I. ii. 9. 74. Nedy, adj. needy, IL xo86.

Morning, t. mourning, XXIV. _5o. NoocUy, adv. needs, XXIV. 644.
Morow-dsy, s. morn, XXIV. 437- Nner, adv. nearer, XVI. 198 , ant.
Morowning, s. morning, VIII. _5. Noet, s.yl. neat cattle, I. iL a. 3x.
Mote, 2_r. s. subj. may, II. 6o ; V. Noighe, v. approach, I. i. a. 3a ;/". s.

ell. approaches, L ii. 12. I4; I. m'-. 4-
Motl6, s. motley, VIII. 7'. leo ; Neigh, yr. s. imy. may it come
Mouoho, yr. pL sneak about, II. near to, 1. ill. 3. x3L

947- Noist, adj. nealest, XVII. xo9.
Menlo, v. go mouldy, be putrid, II. Neld, s. needle, II. 78o ; XIII. 62.

i275 ; yy. gone mouldy, I. ii. a. 29. Xgo-moublio-mtoa, a. yl. forget-me-
Moun, 2 yr. yl. can, are able to, I.i. nots, XXL 6L See note, p. 535.

5. 22. Nempn'o, v. name, mention, I. i. 6.
Mounte,m_os, s. amount, period, I. x7a ; I. iii. 8. I4; ayr.*.I, iii. 5.

i. 9- 49. x43 ; _ i_t. s. didst name, I. ii. 4-
Moustre, s. example, pattern, I. ii. 30; _. I. i. 7. 48.

6. 86. Nor, ado. nearer, XXIV. lz3; Nero,
Mow, yr. yl. may, V. 38x ; Mowe, XXIV. 749, Ia74; nearly (i.e. it

_yr. yl. can, IlL 94; _0r._l. I. ii. touched her very nearly), XXI. 663.
6. x55. Xqoro, adv. never, I. i. 6. 8q ; XXIV.

Mowlit, adj. mouldy, XVII. 44 t. xt97.
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Nero, for Ne were, were it not (for), Now-&-dsyes, adv. now-a-days, VII.
XXII. 34; n. it, were it not, I. i. 3- 134.
II 9. lgoy, a/_r. _/. annoy, XVI. 795.

Nessh, adj. soft, XXIV. IO9_. _uissunce, s. annoyance, VI. 47.
l_Tettil, s. nettle, I. i. z. I67. Ntmoupscion, s. naming, I. i. 9.
Never-the.latter t-later), neverthe- xl 9.

less, I.i. 1.19; I.i. 6. I37; I. ii. Nureis, s. nurse, nourisher, XVII.
I. 94. 171, I99.

News, ad/. ; for the n., in the new Nutto, s. nut, I i. 3.3 z.
guise, IL 926. _Tyce, adj. foolish, V. 148 ; VII. 14 ;

Newefangelnesse, s. newfangledness, XVIII. z3 ; Nyse, I. i. 4. 55.
IX. 173 ; XIII. 54. Nycotb, s. folly, I. iii. 4. 257-

lgext, adj. nearest, most intimate, I. _Tye-boro, s. neighbour, L ft. 9- lq4.
i. 4.17.

Noyghed, 1 _t. s. drew near, I. i. 3. O, adj. one and the same, XI. 44-
45. Obedienoer_ adj. under obedience, I.

_igard, s. niggard, XII. 47 ; Nigges, iii. L 13L
_l. 1I. 7.57. Obeysaunoe, s. obedience, XXIV. 47.

l_Tightertale, s. night-time, XXIV. Obeysaunt, adj. obedie_t, II. 18z.
999, 1355. ObRmbred, /_. overshadowed, X.

1_1"il,._r. _l. will not, L i. _. Io2 ; II. xo2. See note, p. 512.
95o ; Nilt, wilt not, XI. 38. OceiaJa, s. ocean, XIV. 45.

Niat, z/_. s. knowest not, II. 1172. Oeeupacioun, s. occupatmn, employ-
Igoblerer_ adj. more noble, I. ii. L ment, XX. 565.

lo6. Oecupyer, s. owner, user, I. ii. 5.75;
Nobles, s. _l. coins so called, I. iii. 5. I. ii. 6.3o.

12o. A noble was worth 6s. 8d. Ocha_ae, s. och hone ! cry of woe,
Nobley, s. nobility, I. iil. L 14a; XVII. 54L

VII. 73; nobleness, I. i. L 6_; XVL Ocy, s. French oci, an exclamation
473 ; excellence, I. ii. 9" 62. imitating the cry of a nightingale,

Noght, adj. evil, V. 3_1. XVIII. _24, _7, w35- See note.
1Vo-kins w_yse, lit. 'a way of no Of, i_re_.forfwithMsec/le),XlX. 26 ;

kind,' no kind of way, XVI. 384. during, XVIII. 42, 54 ; XX. 4o.
l@'ombro, $. number, proportion, I.i. Of-drew, fit. s. drew off, II. 7-

8. xl 9. Offend, ._. offended, II. 538.
1Q'ombred, _2_. numbered, estimated, Office, s. duty, XVI. 468.

X. Ioo. Offt'end, s. offering, II. 49 o.
Nompez'o, s. umpire, I. i. 2.96. Of-new, adv. anew, XX. $I 9.
lion, none, i.e. not, I. i. 2.6z. Oftaiss, adv. oftentimes, XXVI. 6;
l_Ton.certayn, s. uncertainty, I. iii. I. -syis, XVII. $25.

6I. ekes, s. fl/. oaks, I. iii. 6. 6.
Nones ; /we the n., for the occasion, On, pre._, against, I. ii. 3. _o_.

XX. _98. Onbolde,ger. to build on, X. _ _I.
Nonnes, s.2l. nuns, XXIV. _zoz. On-brede, adv. abroad, VIlI. 33.
Nonpower, s. weakness, I. ii. 7.36. Onbyde, get. to abide, L iii. 5.68 ;
Noot, I hr. a. know not, XXIV. v.I. iii. 6. ]47; remain, I. iii. 7-

9o9 . _6x ; _ fir. s. await, I. iii. 3. in8.
Norioe, s. nurse, VI. $8. One, 2r. 2/. unite, I. iii. 4- _65 ; pp.
Norituro, s. nutriment, I. i. I..34- joined together, I. ii. 8. $o.
lqorturo, s. good breeding, XXII. _. Onheed, $. unity, I. iii. $. 9; Onhed,
ivory, s. pupil, L i. z. 37 ; _I. I. i. 2. I. ii. _3. _].

_al. On-loft, adv. aloft, upwards, XXIV.
l_l'ot, _ _r. s. know not, I. i. _. _ _9 ; __93-

I. iii. L _58; /Or. s. knows not, On-lyre, adv. alive, II. _a23: IV.
XVIII. zo3. 7_ ; YllI. _68: XIV. za ; XVIII.

_l'othtn_, adv. not at all, in no _4_; XXIV. 78o.
respect, I. i. _. x39; XVI. 13_. Ony,2_ron. any, III. 3o; XVII. _8.

lqoughtlr, ad]'. needy, II. ]o97. Oo, one, V. _65, a58.
Novolleries, s. p/. novelties, I. ii. _4. Oo-fold, adj. simple, lit. one-fold,

4 z. XILI. 9 o. Cf./.at. sim._lex.
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Ook, s. oak, VIII. 73. word, meaning deviation ; see note
non, one, any one. XX. 74 ; non and to bk. iii. I. 6 ; p. 479.)

non, severally, XX. x44. Out-wayo-going, s. deviation, error,
Oonhed, s. unity, I. iii. a. 34. I. ii. 8. xa6.
Ope, adj. open, XXIV. 26a ; Open, Out-wreste, v. force out, VIIL 48.

displayed, I. ii. 6. 79 ; as s. a thing Over, pre_0, besides, I. i. 2_'. 88.
open, IL 2an. Over-e_, adv. everywhere, I. i. 3. x36;

Or, conj. ere, IV. 176; VII. 32; Or XII. 18.
that, before, XVI. 8on. Overcharge, get. to overburden, III.

erasure, s. oratory, XVII. 8. _65.
Orclen&unee, s. arrangement, XXI. Overehaunginges, s. changes, I. iii.

a35. See Ordinaunoe. a. 49.
Orders, s. ]el. orders (of friars), ]II. Overnoom, 2 pt. s. didst overcome,

a8. V. 4a5 .
Ordlna, ble, adj. adjustable, brought Overlede, pr. ]el. oppress, treat

into relation with, I. ii. x3. 29. cruelly, V. 33a ; overwhelm, XXII.
Orain_unne, s. order, XXI. 575; 3 a.

_apparently) self-control, decision, Overleyn,/_]O. covered, I. iii. 7.39-
XVI. 153; warlike array, XVI. Overloke, go'. to oversee, I. i. 3.
818; orderly disposition, I. ii. 5.43 ; I25.
a row, XXI. 57. Overlokers, L pl. overseers, I. i. 3.

Orient, adj. (as a_]olied to gems), of" 128 ; I. i. 4- 62.
prime excellence, XX. 148 (see Over-rude, adj. too red, XXIV.
note) ; XXL 528 ; XXIV. 788. 793.

Oriaont, s. horizon, VIII. 6. Oversee, _r. ]el. are overseers of, II.
Ornat. adj. ornate, XXIV. 34. ]o2x.
Ot&_erwhale, adv. sometimes, I. i. 7. Over,,h_-_e, z_. pass away, XVI.

56; I. ft. 13. 96; V. 49. 726.
Ot_herw_,sed, _]O. changed, altered, Ovorsprsd, ._. overspread, VIII.

I. ii. I. 9. 5I"
Ouches, s. settings for jewels, II. 9o4, Overt, brown, z_. tumble over, I. ii. 7.

leo6. 7o.
Ourf.re_, ]O]O.covered over, XVII. Overthwartly, adv. contrarily, ad-

163. versely, I. i. 3. 56; perversely, I.
Ourquhel_it, 2St. pl. overwhelmed, iii. 7. 15._.

covered, XVII. 40]. Overtourning, pres. _t. overwhelm-
Oursl3red,/_. overspread, marked all ing, I. i. 9. 83.

over, XVII. 339. Over-whehned, lot. s. overturned, I.
Out-bringe, v. educe, I. ii. 6. 88. ii. _. x3.
Outforth, adv. externally, I. ii. 5. Overwhelmingoa, s.j_/.circnitsover-

85 ; I. ii. in. x45. head, I. iii. 4- x45.
Out-helpee, s. ]el: external aids, I. ii. Ow, pr. s. ought, II. 545 ; Oweth,

5. 46. pr.s.I, iiL 5. 54; ought (to be),
Outher, conj. either, V. xTI. I. ii. 8. 64; Owe, ]Or. pl. I. iii. 4"
Outherwhile, adv. sometimes, I. iii. 25z ; Owande,/_rn./_t. due, I. ii. l[.

3. XOT- Io4.
Outrage, s. violent act, IX. aI3 Oyntmontoe, s./_l, ointments, I. iii.

extravagance of conduct, XV a.a. 9. 78.
Outrage, get. to banish, drive out,

VII. 85. Pass, s. pace, XVI. a 9.
Outrs_iotmnesan, s. extravagance, II. :Packe, s. )rank, bundle of garment_,

507. I. ii. 3:05 ; Pak, V. Ilo.
Outmeamo, s. excessive injury, defeat; Padde, s. frog, toad, I. iii. 5.37.

VL 36. Ya_asy-yuel, s. paralysis, I. iii. 7.4 °.
Out-_rowe, pp. thrown out, I. ii. 5. Pslestre, s.wrestling match,struggle,

x]6. X. 69.
OutwaiI1, s. outcast, XVII. xa9. See Paleye, s. palace, V. 473. .

note. ITal/_y, s. horse (for a lady_, XX.
Out-wsye, out of the way, I. i. 8.15. 425.

(But read out-waye-going as one ]PEA1,s. fi_.e cloth, II. zo6, 299.
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:Palled,/_p. rendered vapid, as stale Peise, grr. toweigh,cousider, XXIV.
liquor, X. 46; enfeebled, VII. 245. 689; 0_0. XIII. 9I.

]pakmo, s. palm-branch, XXIX. 4- Poitrol, s. poitrel, breast-strap (of a
Pmnflet, s. pamphlet, I. iii. 9- 54. horse), XX. 246.
]pomp,rod, ._. pampered, XXIV. Polo. ] 2r. s. appeal, XVI. 783.

:77. .PelcLre, s. fur, I. ii. 2. 3o; II. 2o6.
Pane, s. pain, XVII. a9x ; Pan,s, 21. Pond, p/. penned, II. 65o.

_77. Penny, s. money, fee, II. 3o9.
]Pane, s. plot of ground, bed for Ponaoos, s. pL pansies, XXI. 6a.

flowers, XVII. 427 ; Pannes, s. pL Penstfhoed, s. pensiveness,VIIL Io_.
clothes, L ii. a. 29. See the note. Ponsivonos, s. sa_ess, XVII. St7.
(A betterspellingis/Sanes.) Penuritio,s.penury,XVII. 3_2.

PapLl_Jay, s. parrot, used merely in Pony, s. money, IlL I4a.
scorn, XVllI. aa2. Perusal1, s. equal, II. x3o.

Pro'col, s. part, portion, I. L ,o. 32 ; ]perauntor, adv. perhaps. I. ii. x3. 44.
as adv. in part, VIII. 224. PeroM, aa_,. perchance, XXIV. 794.

Psrdb, pard,ca, XX. 47 ; XXI. 753. Pore.e, v. pierce, X. 3.
Psrduxsblo, adj'. everlasting, L ii. 8. Perdoned, _O20.pardoned, XXIV.

87. a88.
Parf-yt6, adj.d_m, perfect, IV. 316. ]perdurable, adj. everlasting, L ii. 9-
Pm'ishons, s. _01. parishioners, II. 40; IV. 37 r.

767 ; IlL : :4- Pore, s. peer, II. aIg; _1. XVIII. 277.
l"art_blo, adj. divisible, L ii. ,o. 76. Porogal, adj'. fully equal, XII. x6.
Proceed, _t. s. departed, XVI. 798. Perolea, adj. peerless, VlIl.._46.
Pmety, s. part, I. ii. 9. 95 ; XXIV. Per'fit,or, adj.. more perfect, III. 387.

x192 ; _9l. On some 2A, in some Porfltest, adj. most perfect, III. 29.
respects, XVI. 746 ; Part,e, adv. Porrey, s. jewellery, IL 'sg.
partly, XXIV. 1434. Porsaunt, adj. piercing, VIII. 28,358;

PMao, g'er. to surpass, excel, I. ii. 2. XXIV. 849.
x2; v. II. 972; XX. 63; i'as, v. Porse, pr. pl. pierce, XXIV. 94o.
pass beyond, XVI. 76; pr. s. IX. Pors6vor, v. persevere, IX. 174.

:i4; _Or. #L III. 298 ; pp past Porsonago, s. dignity, tit_ II. 269,
away, long ago dead, I. i. 2_r. 77" 723 ; titles, II. 953. _e note to

Paaaif, adj. passive (man), I. i. 6. II. 723, p. 46._.
222 ; (thing), x. ii. 9. xo2. ]porsonor, s. a participant, I. ii. 2.49-

PAsse, adj.surpassing, great, severn, See the note.
L i.#r. 218. Porto, adj. open, evident, I. iii. 7. 7°.

Paasingo, _re_. surpassing, beyond, PerCinacio, s. obstinacy, L ii. 2.46.
1. i. aOr. 9o. ]porturbaunoo, s. distress, VIII. al 4.

]p_aingly, adv. surpassingly, XX. ]Peso, s. pea, 11. : i63.
3,52. ]Poyntttzo,s. painting, description, I.

Paaaivo, s. subject, I. ii. :a. 6. i. :o. 42.
Paatour, a. shepherd, pastor, II. 582. ]poyreth, _r. s. impairs, XVI. 228.
Patens, s.2M. pattens, XXIV. ,087. (Short for alMyreth. )
Pataeon, s. patron, founder, III. 3S. Poyao, v. weigh, ponder, IV. 143 ;
]pauasoioun, s. waiting, repose, X. /_k. #L I. ii. 9- '25.

6t. Plmno, s. vane, weathercock, I. ii. x.
Pavilionn, s. tent, X. 60. 23.
]pay, s. satisfaction; her to l*ay, for a ]phenix, s. phoenix, II. :343-

satisfaction to her, VIII. 536. ]Phllbert, s filbert, VLII. 68.
_PayOn, adj. pagan, IV. 45 ; s. 2_1.IV. ]Prier, s. pillar, VI. 23 ; _l. VIII. 358-

283. ]Pilgrimaged, 1kt. s. made a pilgrim-
PsyntmJ, #l. adf pagan, I. ii. L 49 ; age, I. i. _r. :as.

s. pl. I. ii. x. 46. :Pill, Ker. to pillage, rob, II. 355 ;III.
Paynture, s. painting. I. ii. xS. 78. 338; ._. III. 3_7.
looook, s. peacock, XXIV. _4o8. Pinche at, g'er. to find findt with,
]peon, s. peace, IV. 6_. XlII. 68.
Poet, s. pea, I. L 8. 228; Peese, I. ii. Piaoyno, s. fish-pool, X. I34-

9. xa6. ]pitoua, adj. merciful, IV. 345 ;
Peiz_, s. perry, XVlI. 44L Pitous_,/em. piteous, V. 23.
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PiCtA_, s. ]_it, well, VIII. 92. Powdering, s. sprinkling (with bright
Plain, adj. open, true, XIII. 39. ornaments), XXI. 53o.
Pl_t, adv. flatly, plainly, II. 12. Poynte ; in/0. la, ready to, I. i. _0r.
Plato, s. coin, I. i. 7- 98. In6; _l. (_trha_s) stakes, XVI.
Playing-fare, s. playmate, II. 723. 524. See note, p. 579.
Pl,_tna, s. plain, VIII. 44- Praktik, s. plactice, XVII. 269.
Playn, adj. flat, free from mountains, Prang, s. pang, XXIV. 1:5o.

XVI. 75o. Praunco, w. prance about, I. ii. 6.84.
Pla_ao, v complain, I. i. 3- 13°; Pray, s. prey, II. 355.

lament, IX. 7I. Prays, get. to praise, to be worthy of
Playning, adj. complaining, sad, praise, XVI. 63x.

XXI. 61 I. Proceliing, pres. pl. excelhng, XVII.
Pla_at.o, s. complaint, VIII. 599. 446.
Playtod, adj'. pleated, involved, I i. Preef, s. proof, I. ii. 13. Io3; Prefe,

8.45. XVI. 577.
Pledours, s. pleaders, II. 8on. Prooa, s. press, throng, crowd, XX.
Ploo, s. plea, pleading, I. ii. 5. an. 592 ; XXI. 429 ; lmtttn me in 2_.,
Plon_ounly, mtv. fully, I. iii. 5. 16. force me, I. i./_r. 96.
Plosmaday, adv. pleasantly, XVII. Pregnant, adj. pregnant, full, com-

4a7 . prehensive, XVII. aTo.
Pleasance, s. pleasure, XVI. 38z. Praif, im_o. 2M. prove, make trial,
Plesyr, s. pleasure, XX. 7x3. XVII. 565.
Pleura, x pr. s. raft. complain, XVI. Prejudyce, s. harm, XVI. 229.

785 ; f,p. XVIII. 73- l_'ene, s. brooch, XVII. 423.
Plight, pp. folded, XXIV. 17o2. Prerogatyf, s. prerogative, first
Plimd, pp. folded, XXIV. x44o. claim, X. 74.
Plites, s. iM. folds, I. iii. 9. 77. l:h'est, au/j', ready, II. 745.
Plot, s. plot, bed (of flowers), XX. Pretendo, pr.pl, tend to advance, I.

499. i.I. xlo.
Plow, s. plough, IL xo4 a. Preterit, adj. preterite, gone by, I. iii.
Pluokinge, s. inducement, I. ii. 74. 4- 56.

78. Protily, adzJ. prettily, XX. 89.
Ply, s. plight, XVII. 5oL See note. Proty, adj. pretty, XXIV. lo88.
Plyte, s. condition, state (lit. fold), Prevayl, v. benefit, be of service to,

I. ii. I. 8 ; I. ii. 9. I°3 ; IV. 378. help, XVI. _79.
Poesies, s. pl. poems, songs, I. iii. 7. Prove, s. proof, XVI. 75L

57. l:_oven, gvr. to prove, to test, I. i. 5.
Poesyo-mater, s. composition, I.i. 15 ; r. V. 55 ;/_r. s. XVL 35o ;/_._-

_0r. 25. XVI. 586.
Pointe ; in 2A to, ready to, I. i. 2. Provy nor aport, i.e. in no respe_.%

7o. XVI. I74.
]Pokes, s.aOl, pockets, II. 933. Prioko, s. dot, point, I. i. 8. 95 ;
Polaiat,/_a0. pohshed, XVI1. 347. moment, I. i. 8. I z8.
Pome, s. apple; lbunical "l&, Punic l_rime face, tinct look; at the tLfl,

_kpple, i.e. pomegranate, X. z21. primi facie, I. i. 6. 57.
Pomelles, s. #l. pommels, balls, Princip_lit6, s. rule, 1. i. 9. 47;

XXI. 4]'9. -altO, dominion, I. ii. 3. is.
I_opinjay, s. parrot, X. 81 ; XXIV. Print, s. impression, XVI. 477.

I366. Printed, _,#, imprinted, I. ii. Is. Io6.
]Port, _. demeanour, I. L 5. 73; VIII. Pri_o, _. prize, I. i. 7. as.

4o9; XXI. 137. Prisonmont, s. imprisonment, I. ii.
Portrod, _. pourtrayed, 11. 135. t :- 54.
Poaaod, A_. pushed about, VIII. a36. Probatyk, adj. sheep-cleansing, X.
Post, s. support, XXIV. x189. x3+ See note, p. 513 .
Poaterinrit6, s. being behind, I. iii. Proooaso, s. work, business, XVI. _5.

4- x66. Proouratour, s. proctor, II. 733-
Pothanairia, s.iOl.apothecaries, XVII. Proouren. 2_r. _l. procure, suborn, V.

a48" 95. (Accented on the o.)
Povort, s. poverty, II. 43 o. Profoaao, s. the professed member of
Porto, adj. poor, VII. 89 ; XXI. 6a. a religious order, 1. iii. 7. :3o.
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13rofened, pp. professed as members, I.i. 3. x3° ; IV. 21 ; VIII. 303 ;
III. 70; devoted, VIII. 296. IX. 68; provision, XVI. 165.

l_rol_r, adj. own, I. i. io. I x5 ; ZPua_eyoutr, s. purveyor, XXI. _66.
Propre_ peculiar, I. ii. 6. I35. Putrye, s. whoredom, II. 287.

l_roper, s. personalproperty, III. x9o. Putt, ookea, s. fL kites, II. 1338.
PropinquitY, s. nearness of kin, I. ii. (Lit. poult(ry)-hawks.)

z. xoL l_re, s. magpie, II. x334; XXIV.
Proporcio_, s. 2_1. suppositions, I. t42L

iii. 3-19. (Prabablyfor propositions.) l_gkea, s. pL peaks, II. 930-
lhrop_ae, im2_. s. give to drink, afford, l_rles, $. fl. piles, strong stakes, I. ii.

X. b2. $. xi6.
:Protectriee, s. protectrix, X. 57- l_rment, s. piment, wine mixed with
:Prove. s. proof, I. iii. 4. 73- honey and spices, II. 43 z.
Proved, pp. approved, VIII. 161. :Pynande, pres. _#l. wearisome, I. i.
l_ovendre, s. prebend, I. ii. 2. $o. 6. 77 ; Pynd, f_. pined, tortured,
:Froynecl, pt. f. preened, trimmed, IL 48L

XVIII. 76. Py'ao, s. pain, XVIII. _45 ; ptmish-
l_r_mith, 2_r. s. r(ft. preens himself, meat, V. 399.

trims himself, XXIV. 6o 7. PTao, s. pine, VIII. 65 ; -tree, X. 44.
l_tIded, 2_. made proud, IV. 257. Pypo, v. pipe, whistle, I. iii. 7.5 °.
l_'yon, v. pry (about), XX. 6,q.
Pr_meroae, s. primrose, XXIV. 1437. Qua.it, s. book (lit. quire), XVII. 4o ;
Pr_e, s. value, X. xi ; Prys, glory, Quayre, VIII. 574.

V. 308.. Quake, v. quake, VIII. 18L
Pac, utor, s. psalter, I. ii. 14. 85. Quarelo, s. complaint, IV. 242.
Pueello, s. maiden, X. 54. Quarters, s. t,1. quarters (measures so
Puiaa_aoe, s. power, XII. 3. called), I. ifi. 5. 12o.
3Pulcritude, s. beauty, XXIV. 6I 3. Qusynfly, adv. curiously, If. t86.
pull, get. to pluck, tear, II. 1329 . Queme,.s. ; to qu., to your pleasure,
Ptmgitive, adj. pungent, i. e. ready to VII. 3o.

sting, XVII. 229. Queme, v. please, V. 39.
Pamie.a.1, adj. Punic, X. 12x. See Quere, s. choir, XXIV. z417.

]?ome. Queym;, _. quenched, I. ii. 2. 33;
Ptmisah6ment, s. punishment, V. lI. 40; Queint, XXIV. 457.

467 ; ,_l. II. 550. QueFate, adj. curious, XVIII. 18_ ;
Pttrchaee, s. earning (it), obtaining particulal,II, zoI3; Queinte, pretty,

(it), XVl. 3_a; Purchas, bargain, XlII. 8.
XVI. 74; purchase, XXVIII. 3. Q,ueyntyke, s. finery, ornaments, If.

Puroha, oo, imp. s. purchase, procure, 627 ; Queyntyses, contrivances, I. i.
obtain, IV. xa4; _ fir. s. subj. XVI. 7.4 °.
371. Q_h_.i_., adv. where, XVII. 34.

Pu.rfeltng, s. edging, ornamenting an QuhMa,pron. whose, of which, XVII.
edge, XXI. 557. x46.

Puffy1, s. edge (of her sleeve), XXI. Qu_her,_ adv. when, XVII. $.
87, b24 ; pl. XX. x46. Qtthetting, fires, pt. whetting, XVlI.

I_xrf_led, /_/_. ornamented at the 193.
edge, XX. 3z8. Quhilk, pran. which, XVII. 33.

l_.rgt_oiotm, s. purgation, a clearing Quhill, adz,. until, XVII. 48, 482.
of a false charge, II. 342. Quhisli_ag,fire_./_t. whistling, XVII.

l_urpoae,/_r, s. subj. intend, V. 37a. :_o.
]Puree, Ker. to put in their purse, II. Quhyl, adv. sometimes, XVII. 49.

i78. {_tthytly, adj. whitish, XVII. 2_ 4.
lau.rsevauntos, .r. pl. pursuivants, Qttik, adj. alive, IX. a$6; Quicke,

XX. a32. hying, III. 7_.
]Purtreyturo, s. drawing, I. i./_r, x7; Qttyte, t_. requite, VIII. 4o] ; repay,

j#l. I. ii. x3. 76. IV. 279; get. to requite, XV¢. 3;
laurvoy, gee. to provide, XX. 429; to redeem, IX. _3o; Quitte,/_t. s.

t_. XXlV. 1395; pf. I. ii. ]4. 9; requited, V. 3o4; _t._/. v. 263.
XVI. _ll9; destined, I. i. 1.46. Q.ttytinge_ s. requital, L iii. 7. 1_5,

l_arvoyaumoo, s. providence, disposal, 14a.
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7Raee, 2_r. s. subj. pluck, XXIV. 868. Re_'ote, s. burden (of a song), 1. ili.
M._ldest, 2 2_/. s. readest, hast thou I. 156. See Halliwell.

read, I. i. 5. 6 ; Rad, _p. read, I.i. Refuse, s. denial, rejection, XVI. 5o6,
a. 91 : L ii L Zol ; XXI. 473. 755 ; Refus, Denial, XVI. 8x7.

]_ge, adj. raging, VII. 143. Refut, s. refuge, XI. 89; shelter,
Raknt, s. the game of rackets, I. i. 2. XVL 845 ; XXIV. 884.

I66. 1gega.ll, adj. a.t s. chief, II. 202.
]aamage, adj. wild, I. i. 3- 49- Itogalye, s. sovereignty, royalty, IX.
Rancour, s. hatred, L if. I. 65 ; _/. lal ; royal rank, IV. 9.

heartburnings, L if. 6. 5z. Regester, im._. s. register, note,
]Rank, adj. rank, overgrown, II. 407 , XXIV. 464-
__uoura, s. _l razors, XIV. 24. Regnes, s. pl. kingdoms, IV. a61.
Rathe, adv. soon, I. if. 8.9 ; to r., too _tegrtLit, s. complaint, XVII. 397.

soon, L if. 3. 5o; Rather, com_. Reguler,_. fulimemberofarelig, ious
XVIIL 1o4; Rathest, superL L i. order, I. iii. I. 13z.
5. 3°. Jtehorssyle, s. rehearsal, I. iii. 6. x6o.

Raughto, I _t. s. reached down, VIII. Reid, adj. red, XVII. a I :t.
11I. _eid, s. redness, XVII. 464-

Raunsoun, s. ransom, XX. _55. Reignatif, adj. governing, I. if. a. 83.
Rave, get. to rave, be mad, XVI. A coined word.

a83, Raioine, ger. to enjoy, XVI. 680; pp.
Ravoynoua, adj. ravenous, I. if. 2.9 o. gained, XVL 794-.
Ravinour, s. gluttonous destroyer, II. Rejoyae, s. joy, enjoyment, XXIV.

735 ; Ravinere, spoiler, lI. 1318. 666.
Ravine, ,. 10l. ravens, II. x334- 1_kes, s.2M. ricks, I. i._r. 1oo.
Raviashed,.pfl. torn away. I. if. 7- 4- Relees, $. release, VIII. 33a ; Rdles,
Rawk, adj. hoarse. XVII. 445. /-.at. VIII. 2o.

raucus, l_elesse, z,. relax, XXIV. lO14.
Rayed, _. arrayed, XXIV. 8I 9. 1relief, s. remnant, remnants, orth I.
Rayle, s. rail, har, XXI.4_. Scenote. i. 10r. xo 9. F. relief.
lX6almea, s..,0L kingdoms, I. if. 7- 23, Religioaitee, s. religiousness, piety,

53. XXIV. 686.
• Leb61, adj. rebellious, XVI. 656. B,oligioun, s. a life as of one of a
]?,eoohe, _. reck, care, I. iii. 2. 68: religious order, II. 1o41; XXIV.

III. 332; fir. s. subj'. I. ii. 7. 63; xloL
fir. s. I. iii. 6. 118. _Relyed, _t. s. united, I. il. 6. 39-

Receyt, s. receipt, receiving, XVI. I?,omedye, s. Remedy (of Love), V.
553- 2o4.

Raolm_o, s. ransom, XVI. 324- (An Rameid, s. remedy, XVII. 33-
erroneous form, meant to answer to _ameid, w. remedy, cure, XVII. 473.
F. raeAo2 ; see note.) Rorn6nsmh s. rest. V. 163.

Raeheleas, adj. reckless, V. 149. Reme8, s._l. realms, V. 33-_; X. _17.
_aaolsymod, _. reclaimed (as a Rernowe, _. move away, change,

hawk), XVL 6._4. XVL 64x ; get. to remove, XII.
lgeeomforte, get. to comfort anew, t_a; Remuf, XVLL a_.

VIII. 8. ]gemiaa_,tlea, s. :L left fragments,
Igeoorde, s. example, VIII. 330. scraps, leavings, I. i. t_r. Io8.
1/_eoover, s. recovery, I. i. _. 45; Jganegstoa, s.$1. recreants, renegades,

Recour, I. i. 4- _4; Recure, XVIL I. if. 3. _o_.
335 ; "remedy, VIII. 68L l/taney,_r, to deny, renounce, XXIV.

l_eoured, ,_. recovered, VIII. 65 t. 874.
1_dbreet, s. redbreast, IX. 58. Ronne, g/r. to run, I. i. L xo 7 ;
B,ede. s. advice, IL 759. 2_r. ,_1. X. 64 ; 2_res. 2_t. running,
ltede, x _r. s. advise, VII. 77 ; XXI. variable, VIII. 458.

alS; Red,_. read, II. 4oo. Rennin6, s. renown, fame, I. if. 4.
JXedre_ae, s. redresser, XXIV. 59 L _x ; XL 93.
3Reed, adj. red, I. i. 4. 31. Renommed, p._. renowned, XVI. 756.
_.efrayne, z,. restrain, XVL el9; ]general, get. to spring anew, I. if.

hold back, VIII. 341. 9. _33.
Befreaehmenta,_.pl. aids, I.iii. 7. SL Rent, s, income, IL a8x. •
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Jienter, s. landlord, I. i. 7- 1Io. Reve, v. tear away, remove, I. ii. 4-
Jgentest, apt. s. didst rend, I. i. 8. 4o. Joe ; 2/Yr. s. XXIV. 1134-
Renymat. s. renegade, I.i. 3. Ii8. ]Revers, adj. reverse, XXIV. 96;
]gopaxatryee, s. restorer, V. 4o3. opposite, I. iii. 4- 83, 84.
]gopele, v. recall, repeal, XVI. 649. ]/levers, s. reverse, opposite, contrary,
liepent, s. repentance, XXlV. 667. XII. x3a ; XXlV. 119o.
Repentq_mat, adj'. repentant, I. ii. zo. Revoraest./_r. s goest in the opposite

49- direction, I. iii. 4. 86.
Reply,get. to turn beck. recall, unsay, Jieversingo, s. retrogradation, I. iii.

I. i. 6. x8x. 4. 9°.
B,oproaf, s. reproof, V. 7x ; XVIII. Xevolven, v. turn round, exercise, I.

174. i. 7. 72.
]geprende, v. reprehend, If. 61o. _Rnvolving, s. revolution, I. ii. 9. x._8.
]leprosentative, adj. capable of re- B.ewtLrde, v. reward, lIl. 15I.

presenting, I. ii. 13- 4°. 3geweth, im)O.1M. have mercy, XI. 6a.
]geprnvabIe, adj. reprehensible, V. ]_ylae, s. reign, VIII.._3o.

3z9 ; XVI..5] a. _Reyningo,)0res._/. raining, I. i. 2.46.
J_.epudy, s. divorce, XVIL 74. lqeyvo, v. reave, take away, XXIV.
liepugnatmoe, s. opposition, con- I93 ; bereave, XXIV. 33t ; get. to

trariety, I. iii. 3. 49. rob, XXlV. 543-
_epugn,,mat, adj. opposite, contrary, BAbsud, adj. ribald, XXlV. 479-

I. iii. 3. 3z. ]giehen, v. enrich, ]I. 738.
ltepug, neth, pr. s. opposes, I. iii. 2. ]3.ight, s. justice, XVI. 483.

358. 38.tghtfud, adj'. just, I. iii. 3. 66.
3gequest6, x. request (trisyllabic), IV. ZRightwyee, adj. righteous, II. 36I.

27 (not refuest, as in the text) ; _Rightw'yeod, ,_. justified, I. i. 8. 35.
wil/wu/e r., unintentionally, XVI. Rightwysenease, s. righteous deal-
12_. lug, I. iii. 2.28.

]geeoeyt, s. receptacle, VIII. 226. BAghtw-yaly, adv. justly, XVI. 371 .
Resoowe, g_r. to rescue, XVIII. 228; ]tin, v. run ; can rin, ran, did run,

tT.XVI. 9 ] ; _. I. i. 3. 55- XVII. x58.
]geaonsblea, s. _L reasonable beings, 3ginde. a. bark, VIII. 64.

I. ii. Io. x2. Iging, e,nd,zgres.JM, tinging, XVlI. 144.
_eeonabHoh, adj. reasonable, I. ii. Jiinkis, s. _l. men, people, XVII. 432.

tO. 25. _.ttarttng, t_rts. 2#t. as adj. rur_ing,
Reaonfully, adv. reasonably, I. iii. L talkative, XXIV. 737.

x36. Robborye, s. robbery, II. _9o.
lioaort, s. place of resort. XXII. 29. Robin redebreat, XXIV. z38o.
lieaowning, _9res. 2_t. resounding, ]lode, s. road, common use, V. io2.

sounding, IX. 167. _,xle. s. rood, cross, II. 256 , x294.
l_Bpiroth, _r. s. breathes again, lgody, adj. teddy, X. 50; XXIV.

comes up to breathe, I. i.._. 35. 32o3.
]go_onaai11, s. response, XVII. x27. ]tale, s. rose, XVII. 21I.
Re_yto, get. to respite, pardon, VIII. Igoiaing, prt*. p/. growing rvsy,

403. roseate, XVII. 464.
liouoma, s. reason; hence, sentence, 1?,ekes, s._l. rooks, II. 1334.

declaration, XVII. 606. Rokketh, *r. s. rocks; but/_rab, an
liestinge.whyles, s. 20l.timeaofrest, error for Rouketh, i.e. cowers,

I. i. 9' 24- XXIV. 12_5.
]gethorioten, s. rhetorician, XXIX. 2. flamen, v. roam, XXlV. 65L
lgetborLke, s. rhetoric, I. i. 2. I33 ; :Ran, #t. s. ran, XVIII. 82 ; Ronne,

L iii. I. ]8o; r. wgtt, m_nner of /_0. run, I. i. 6. 70; run (its fall
rhetoric, I. ii. 2. 3. court), IV. 296.

l_thory, s. rhetoric, XVII. 24o. Rong,/_t. ,. rang, VIII. 45 ; XX. xoo.
ilotomv, s. return, X.._8 ; XVIL ._L itoro, s. tamult, I. i. 6. 35o.
liotour, v. return, XVLI. 464 ; Re- lion,-flour, s. rose, II. 752.

turaith, /_r. s. sends bank, XXIV. Ilosen, adj. rosy, VIII. 656.
1213. Igoaeth, _r. s. grows rosy, grows _'d,

B_zule, s. rule, order, IV, _59; Reull, revivea, XXII. _9- See note.
XVII. a33. Z_,osier, s. rose-bush, X. 50.
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Rote, s. rote, XVIII. 7L See note. Sst,/_t.s.affected, pressedupon,XXI.
1_ught, /t. s. re.ft, recked, I. i. 5. 663.

61. Ssuf, prq_. save, except, XXI. 5o 7.
3Roam, s. room, space, XXI. 552. Saul, adj. safe, IV. 158 ; Save,//. IV.
Rounde, get'. to cut ali round, XIIL 29T.

84. Saunz, hre._, without, XXIV. II 7.
Roundel, s. roundel, XI. 4° ; XX. Sautoa, s. _,1. assaults, VIIL 418.

176. 8autry, s. psaltery, XX. 337.
lgouaty, adj. rusty, XVII. 187. Savour, s. understanding, L iii. 4.
P.out, s. great company, XX. x96. 79.
:Rowe by rowe, in rows, I. i. 9- 7o. S_we, s. saying, command, II. 359 ;
Rowes, s. ,_L beams, VIII. 596. teaching, II.64I; sayings,XXVIII. I.
Rowno, get. to whisper, XIII. 67, 8awin, _. sown, XVII. 137.
]gowning, s. whisperin._, 1. i..5.89. Scapleryo, s. seapulary, 111. 5o.
Rowte, s. company, Xv_IV. 7o. Schrewis, s..p/, wicked persons,
Rubifyed,/2_. reddened, X. 85. XXVI. 8. "
Ruik, s. rook (bird). XVII. 445. Solaunder, pr. _l. slander, IIL 198 ;
Ruse, v. praise, XVII. 573. a _r. s. III. x53.
Russet, adj. russet-brown, XXIV. Scoohones, s. pl. escutcheons, XX.

255. 216, z23, 237.
]gyaU, adj. royal, XXIV. 306. Soolo-malst, er,s. schoolmaster, oddly
Ryally, adv. royally, XXIV. 71 , I35o. used to mean mistress, XVI. 137.
3gyalteo, s. royalty, XXIV. za6. Sealers, s./_l, scholars, schoolboys,
Ryatouaes, s. /_/. rioters, riotous V. nil.

persons, IL 28I. Seoloa, s.pl. schools, XVL 329.
Ryder, s. rider (on horseback), I. ii. 8norgos, s./_l, scourges, I. iii. 9.69.

L 62. Scourge, get. to scourge, I. ii. xI. 94 ;
Rlrme, v. rime, I. ii. 2. 74 (see the Scorged,_p. I. iii. 9.74.

note, p. 466) ; write verses, IX. IOI. Seriba, ble, adj. fit to write on, XIV.
]gyping, adj. ripening, VII. t53. 44-
Ztyvo, v. be rent, VIII. 576. Scrippe, s. scrip, II. 13.
Ryve, gcr. to arrive (at), X. _7- Soripturo, s. writing, 1. i. 6. I9._.

Sorive_a, s. scrivener, scribe, XIV.
So, adv. so, XVII. 3. 47.
Sacrem_ent, s. oath, I. i. 6. 165. Seohers, s./_/, seekers, I. i. _r. 117.
Be,d, adj. settled, constant, steadfast, Seoheth, ira/. 2_l. seek, XVI. 518.

firm, XI. 1o 7 ; XVII. 567 ; XXIV. Seoree, adj. secret, IX. 195.
45. Seato, s. order, III. 38, 58, Io6 ; sex,

So,ally, adv. staidly, in astaid manner, I. ii. 2. 139.
• XX. I59 ; firmly, L i. L 79 ; per- See, s. seat, II. x13-

manently, XXIV. 877. Soemely. adj. handsome, XX. 24o.
Safe-oonduote, s. safe conduct, I. iii. 8eemlihood, s. seemly behaviour,

L 122. XVIII. 157.
Salphoron, adv'- made with saffron, Seer, adj. sere, withered. L ii. H.

XVII. 4aI. Io 5 ; I. iii. 7- 22.
Bait, s'seat, XVII. 33 L See-eyries, s./_/, coasts, I. iii. I. 45.
Sals, s. sauce, XVII. 421. Seet,._t. s. sat. II. 464 .
Saluod, 1/_t. s. sainted, I.i.a. 25; Sooth, imp. 2bl. see, VIL t58.

XX. 46o; I/t. 2bl. XXI. 44 a. Sea-ward, sea-ward, 1. iii. 5.78.
Salve, s. salve, healing, medicament, Said, s. seed, XVII. 137, z39-

IV. z22. Saint, s. girdle. XXIV. 817.
Sam.in, adv. same, XVII. 58, 484 . Sake, adj. _1. sick, XVI. 53 ; XVIII.
Sans ose ieodyre, without saying 'may 7 ; XXIV. 948.

I dare to mention it,' II. 955. Sake, ger. to seek, to learn, XX. 234
Saphyre, s. sapphire, X. 9_; XX. (of. _29),

a_4 ;/l. XXL 48o. SoRer, adv. surely, II. 625.
Sapience, s. wisdom, VI1. 5o ; XIX. 8olo, s. seal, 11I. 26o ; t)/. I1. 328.

_9 ; XXII. 66 ; XXII1. _. Self, adj. same, XVII.._._a.
Sarazlna, s. pl. Saracens, I. ii. 3. Ion; Salinou, s. happiness, I.i. xo. 79 ; I.

IV. 25o. ii. 4- 6.
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Soly, adj. happy,I.ii. Io. Io8; simple, Shall, x pr. s. owe, XXIV. I3I.
IX. fi7 ; innocent, II. 695 , 1312. Shapon, pp. shaped, XX. 64 ; Shape,

8omblablo, adj. like, I. i. 9- 37; II. 926; imp. p/. endeavour, VII.
similar, V. 39 o. 4 o.

Somblaunt, s. notice, appearance of Shun'o, s. plough-share, II. 7"
taking notice. XVI. xo7 ; glance, I. Shodo, v. part, II. 275.
ii. x2.3 ; mien,.XVI. 293 ; method, Shade, get. to shed, VIII, 3 : v. part,
I. i. 4. 23. II. 275 ;/,p. dispersed, XVII. x8 ;

8omolioh, adj. seemly, pleasing, I.i. poured out, I. ii. 2 27.
.hr. x I. 8hedingo, s. that which is shed or

Samoa, s. pl. seams, XX. 142. dropped, I. i..hr. 112.
Son, conj. since, XVlI. 2as. Shoo/', s. sheaf, XXI. 3.
8and, pp. sent, II. 546. Shol, s. shell, I. i. 3- 78.
Bone, adj. visible, VIII. 437 ; XVII. Shondo, gtr. to disgrace, I. i. 2. 122;

353; XVIII.65. obvion_Lii.6.156. I. iii. 9- fi6 ; to harm, I. ii. 9" 57 ;
Bona, get. to behold, XX. z57. to reprove, II. 485 ; v. disgrace,
Songod, p/,. singed, II. 19. IX. 9o ; destroy, I. ii. x. 19 ; pr. s.
8anglo, adj. single, XIII. 89. disgraces, I. ii. 2. 47 ; pr. s. subj.
Sentomont, s. feeling, VIII. x97. spoil, V. 13_ ; pr. pL subj. may
Sentoneo, s. meaning, I. i. pr. 9, x2. _they) disgrace, XVI. 37o ; Shout,
Sol_ulture, s. sepulchre, XXIV. 699. pp.reproa,'hed,II. 24 ; scolded.XVL
Sequela, s. following, X. 59. 766 ; exhausted, XX. 36o ; ill-
Sofa, adj. sear, withered, dead (T), I. treated, II. 259 ; disgraced, I. ii. 3.

i. 4. 23. Cf. 'derl_ opinions.' Or 77.
sere may mean ' several, particular.' Shene, adj. showy, fair, XVII. 419 ;

8etment, s. oath, I. i. 7- 52. bright, VIII. 3 ; XX. 34-
Sorpent_rnee, adj'. pl. winding, tar- Shone,get. to shine, XXIV. 8x. Mis-

tuons, I. i. 7- 4° used for sMne.
Serv*_unt, s. lover, XVI. 321. Shopy, adj. sheepish, I. i. 6. 16I.
Sorven, error far Serve, a 2br. s. sub/. Shores, s. pl. shears, XIII. 84 ; XIV.

serve, XXIV. 29o. 24.
Somsoun, s. seasoning, XVIL 42I. Short, o, s. shirt, VIII. 489 .
Sot by, pp. esteemed, XVI. 4uo. Shoteth, yr. s. shoots, VIII. 462.
Sot, o, s. seat, I. ii. xo. z26. Shoth, s. sheath, II. 57 I.
Set, o, pp. sat, XX. 436. Shetingo, s. shooting, VIII. 466.
Sotlinl_, s. sapling, shoot, L iii. $. 23 ; Show, 1 pr. s. shew, XVII. _87.

I. iii. 6. x2. Shildo,pr. s. subj. shield, XVIII. 259.
8otto, v. (perhaps) ]aydown (a stake), Shill, ado. shrilly, XVlI. so.

XVI.._24 (seenote); xpr. s. sup- Shilpor*_ft, s. use ofaship, I,i. 3.46.
pose, I. i. 9.64 ; pr./'L lay stakes 8his', s. sir, XVII. 296.
(upon), run risk (upon), XIII. 77. Shlt,pp. shut, XVI. 67i ; XXIV. 792.

Saw, Sowo, gtr. to follow up, pursue, Shiver, v. break, be shattered, VIII.
XXI. _x7; to sue, XXI. 420; v. 46 .
sue, XXI. $94 ; pursue, XVI. 54 x ; Sho, pron. she, XVII. i4 a.
I pr. s. follow, pursue, XVI. _27 ; 8houkos, s. 2o/. shocks of corn, I. i.pr.

pr. pl. folldw, lI. 6oS, 776; go, II. xo 5.
928 ; sue, XXIV. 265 ; imp. s. sue, Shun, get. to shun, XXIV. 38I ;/_p.
XXI. 832. avoided, I. iii. 4. 38.

Sowo, pp. sown, II. 55. Shoon, s.pL shoes, II 930.
Sowo, errorf_" Shewe, ger. to shew, 8hoop, pt s. endeavoured, I. i. 6. 148 ;

IL 929 . Shopen,pt. pl. appointed, made, I.
Say, s sea, XVII. 217. i. 6. 77; decreed, VIII. 489-
Soy, t ft. s. saw, XXIV. 693 ; Seye, Shorere, s. posts to shore a thing up,

pp. seen, L ii, x_. 13. props, I. ii. 7- 87.
Shad, pp. shed, IV. 1o5. Shot, a. glance, XVI. I45. (F. trait.;
Slmddow, s. reflexion, image, XVII. Shovo, intp. 201.push. VL 36.

347. Shroud.nos, s. wiekedness, L ii. 6. 14.
Shaxlowe, r:. shelter, II. fi87- Shrowo, x pr. s. curse, XVIII. a$o.
Shako, get. to be shaken down, VIII. Shrift, o-fathers, s./,/, eonfessors_ IIl.
65. xx8.
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Bhroude, v. reft. (to) shelter them- Bllper, adj. slippery, XlIl. 5I ; XVI.
selves, XIII. 72 ; gtr. to cover, hide, 262.
VIII. x47. Slo, v. slay, XI. 36.

Bhryft silver, s. money for shriving, 81og_d, s. sluggard, XII. 19.
II. 94 L Blogardrye, s. sluggishness, VII. 76,

BhaTkod,2#t.s. shrieked, XXIV. i 149. 16i.
Bhynando,2#rts. #t. shining, I. iL 2. 8loathe, ,. sloth, VIII. 380.

I_ ; Sh)laende, I. i. 1o. 39. 81owo, 2#t. s. subj. should slay, IV.
Bhyre, s. shire, II. 952. 132.
Biemmour, s. sycamore, XX. 56. 81utte, s. slut, V. z37.
Bightful, adj. visible, I. iii. 9"98. Sluttishness, :. slovenliness, XXIV.
Biker, adj. secure, I. iii. 6. 3; sure, 472.

L ii. 6. 62 ; IV. 3x 9 ; XIX. 5. Slye, adj. cunning, I. ii. 8. 7.
Biker, adv. certainly, II. xa68. Bme.1, adj. high, treble, XX. t8o.
Bikerneue. s. security, VIII. 459; See note, p. 532.

XlII. 6 ; XVI. 47 o. 8m_ragde, s. emerald, XXIV. 789 .
Bride, adv. seldom, I. ii. Io. 77- Bmere, 2#r.2#l. smear, II. 282; 2#r. 2_1.
8implely. adv. simply, XXI. 74 I. (or v.), smear, II. 707.
Bimpletme, s. simplicity, XVI. 65 t. Bmerteth,2#r. s. causes to smart, XVI.
Btnguler, adj. single, I. i. 8. IO3. 454; Smertande, 2#res.2#t.smarting,
Blt,_O'.s. impers, suits, IV. 166;V. I. ii. 3. Ix5 ; painftd, I. ii. xo. a9 .

339 ; befits, IV. 52 ; becomes, VIII. 8mytoth,/_-. s. defiles, I. ii 6. J28.
55 a. See flitteth. 8na&, s. snack, share, V. xo 9.

Bith, s. 2#L times, XXIV. 62 x, xt 27. Sobbingea, s. _OLsobs, I. ill I. J56.
Bith, conj. since, III. 59 ; VII. 1ox ; Boeoures, s. 2#Lassistance, XVI. 847.

XIX. 2 ; Sithe, VIII. 323; Sithen, 8odminly, awv. suddenly,XI, at; XX.
1. i. a. x._; XVIII. 278. 79-

8ithen, ad_. since, ago, I. ii. x3. 34. 8odsyn, adj. sudden, l. iii. 5- J42.
8ittotlg2#r. s. suits, XVI. 7o6; im2#ers. 80fte, adj. easy, III. 412.

(it) oppresses, I. iii.._. 81 ; 2_rts. 2#t. Begot, t. subject, XXlV. 113x ; adj'.
fitting. VIII. i69 ; XX. x4x. XXlV. 93.

Bkall, :. sore place, scab, It. a8_. Boill, v. absolve, III. 427 .
Bkero, adj. sheer, clean, pure, II. 987 . 6ojorn, 2#r.s. subj. dwell, XXlV. 499.
8kil, s. reason, I. ii. 6. lint ; Skille, Bojom', s. abode, XXlV. Io 5.

VIII. 378; 2#/. I.i. 4. 7; I.i. 9. 5" BoJoure, _. sojourn, XXlV. I253.
Bkflfully, adv. reasonably, IlL a 7. Bojournamt, s. visitor, guest, I1. 772.
Skippen, o. skip, XXlV. 1372. Bojourne, s. residence, rest, XVI. leo.
Bklmmdringe, #riB.fit. slandering, I. Bole, adj. alone, XX. x65.

i. 7.7 °. Boleyn, adj. sole, unsupported, I. iii.
Bkleren, 2#r.2#l. veil, I. ii. 14. 25. I. 9o.
Bkoffee, s. 2#/. scoffs, XXIV. It85. Bomer-aonne, s.summer-stm, lX.l I3.
Bkrivenere, s. scrivener, VIII. 194. Bomer-wyse_dj.suitable forsummer,
Blske, adj. slack, ended, XVI. 4I. XXIV. 8z 5.
Bhtko, ¢. pay slight heed to, XVI. Somme, s. sum, II. 4x8.

5o7 ; become slack, get loose, IV. Bompning, s. summoning, II. 88o.
22o. Bompnottr, s. summoner, IL 325.

Bier, v. (to _, slay, IL 567 ; XI. 21 ; Sonde, s. sending, ordinance, IV.
/_'. s. VIII. 385 ; Slawe, _. slain, 84.
I. ii. 9. 196 ; 1I. 3o.3 ; VIh. 259. 8on6, s. son, V. 5.

Sleigh, adj. cunning, I. iii. x. I41. Bonge,/_. SUng, 11I. 95.
Sleight. s. subtlety, V. 394; trick, Bongedoat, a2#t.s, didst dream, I. ii.

XlV. 33. 4. xoo.. F. Banger.
81eightly, adj. sly, VHI. a55. Boot, s. soot, I. ii. 9. 38.
Blend.re, adj. thin, slim, V. I71. Boote, adj. sweet, XXIV. 8.
Bleveleaae, adj. sleeveless, wan, L ii. Bop, s. sup, XVII. 407.

8..77. Sort, s. kind, set, XXI. 533; corn-
Sieves, s. 2#1.sleeves, XX, x47 ; XXI. pany, XXIV. x157 ; multitude,

H9, 5_3. XXII. 3I ; after a s., after one
Blidden, #_. slid_ slipped_ I. i. 8. pattern, XXI. 526.
z14. Bet, s. foolish person, XX. tel
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Sot, o, s. soot, I. ii. x4- 60. Spelt, s. spear, XVII. ;6L
Sot, o, adj. sweet, I. iL x4. 57 ; XX. Slmiris, fr. s. asks, XVII. aTa.

84. Sperd, _. fastened, shut up, XVI.
Sotoll-persing, adj. subtly piercing, 66.

XXIV. 768. Spere, s. sphere, VIII. 34 ; X. 53-
Sot, olta_, s. subtlety, XVI. 6x 9. Sperkolande, pres. not. wandering in
Seth, s. truth, II. I71. different directions, I. i. a. 75.
8othed,/_# verified, I. i. 5. xxo. Spills, gcr. to destroy, I. i. pr. xa 7 ;
8otilly, adv. subtly, V. 2.:,5. I. ii. t 4. 43 ; to perish, to pine, I. i.
8o_-iltee, s. subtihy, V. 78. x. 7 ; v, perish, XV11I. aoo; 2_r. s.
8erred, /_. besotted, I. i. xo. x8 ; spoils, XXIV. 385 ; Spihe,/_p. de*

XVI. 326. stroyed, I, i. a. 86.
8ottee, s.2_L doits, I. tii. 7. 89. 8pinne, ger. to spin, XIV. 31.
Soured, pp. fixed, I. i. x. 80. Spire, s. blade, young shoot, I. iii. 5-
Souke, z,. suck, I. ii. l+ 53 ; I. iii. 4, 9.

L 14t. Spittatl-houa, s. hospital, XVII.
Slo"l_"_s, s. pL food for infants, I. 39 t.

i. 4. 27. Splayo, g'er. to display, VIII. 33.
Sou.led, pp. conferred on the soul, I. Splene, s. spleen, ill temper, XVI.

iii. x. x5. 327 .
Soul6-hole, s. health of the soul, Sponno, #p. spun, IV. 299 ; VIII.

salvation, II. II93. 487.
Soun, s. sound, VIII. nee. Spontanyo, adj. spontaneous, I. ill
Sounde, s. swoon, XXIV. 995- 4- 33.
Soumdo, get. to heal, VIII. a9a. Spoua_ylo, s. espousal, I. i. 9- 96 ;
Soup6, _. sup, II. xo96;Ker. XX. I. ii. 12. a 7.

4x7 . Sl_rad, pp. spread,I. i. 2_r. I; i. i.
Souple. adj. supple, weak, II. 58. 3. 55-
Souverad, u, s. mtstress, XXlV. I288. Spreit, s. spirit, XVII. 587 ;aOl.
Sovenes, s.p/. remember-me's, plants XVII. 37-

of germsnder, XXI. 6I, 86. See Springen,pr. s. subj. (for Springs),
note, p. 536. may spring, should spring (abroad),

Sover_innoue, s.sovereignty, I. ii. XXIV. 725.
a. 85. Springee, s. pl. growths, growing

Sovemarne, adj. supreme, IX. 2 t7- things, shoots, I. iii. 6. 4 ; sources,
Soverayntee, a. supremacy, I. ii. 6. I. ii. 13. 59-

47; IX. al 9. Springing, s. dawning, XX. 25;
Sowe, a_. sown, I. iii. $. 32 ; V. Io. XXI. 2x8.
8owe, g'tr. to sew together, I. i. 8. Spronge,#. sprinkled, L i. L leo.

4I. (The right form is s_reyntd.)
Bow',,, v. sound, be heard, X.XIV. 8pryt, s. spirit, II. Ji8a.

3x2; pr. _01. tend, XXIV. 527; Spurn.is, a nor. s. kickest, XVII.
pres. pt. tending, XVI. 53o. 475-

Sowne, s. sound, voice, I. L i. 127 ; Spyoes, s. _l. species, sorts of people,
XVI. x23 ; _l. XX. 273. I. ii. 3. 86.

Sowptt, p_. drenched, XVIL 450. Bpyne, s thorn, X. 5o.
See note. Square, v. to square, make square

Soyle, _-er. to absolve, II. 986. by cutting, XX. 4o4.
Soy:e, adj. sorrel (in colour), reddish Squoymoue, adj. squeamish, XXIV.

brown, XVII. 21Jr. .33 a.
Spma, a. span (in length), XXIV. StsbeLuo_e, s. stability, XIII. 38.

I8a. Stablinahment, s. estab]ishmenL I.
Speo_, s./_l, kinds, sorts,I. iiL x. iii. x. 13a.

52. Stad, _p. bestead, beset, XI. xo9 ;
Spede, v. prosper, XXI. _26; ex- XVIL 542.

pedite, II. 395 ; aOr- 2_1. succeed, Stal,_0t. s. stole, IL 6x8.
XX1V. 945 ; Sped, _p. provided Stale, adj. late, IL 873.
with a mate, XXIV. 560. Stalking, 2_res. 2_t. going stealthily,

Speld, :. speed ; gz_ sp., quickly, XXlV. Io3o.
eagerly, XVLL 492. St,ells, s. stall, papal eh_ir, IV. 483 .

*** Qq
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St.aile, v. install, VI. 32. Stirpe, s.stock, race, XXIV. 16.
St_mped, _,#. stamped, pressed, I. Stooke, s. trunk, stem, I. iii. 7. 13 ;

iii. 5. 114. idol, II. 893; hl. the stocks, I. i.
Stanohe, get. to quench, I. iii. 1. 3. x44.

152. Stondmele, adv. at various timer_
Stant, pr. s. stands, I. iii. 4. I_; IV. I. ii. 9. ]56.

6; is, XVI 364. Stoon, s. stone (but here used with
Stexkly, adv. strongly, severely, reference to the magnet), XIIL 62.

XVIL 28o. Storied, /0_0. full of stories, repre-
Stexnis, s._l. stars, XVII. 17o. senting various stories, L ii. 13.
Steely, adj. stately, costly, XX. 76.

i53. Storiers, s. 2bl. yen. of story-tellers,
Statut, s. statute, XXIV. 3o 4. I. iii. 4. 2._7. (Th. starieres.)
Staunching, s. staying, I. iii. x. 5o. Stories, s.lbL histories, XIII. 87-
Stayres, s._l. stairs, XXI. 54- Stounde, s. time, IX. 64; XVIII.
Sted.fastnesse, s. assurance, VIII. 6 ; meanwhile, XXIV. 769 ; sudden

425. pain, XVII. 537 ; pl. times,
SteSRhl¢, s. security, safety (._), I.i. hours, I. i. x. 2 ; 2_1. acute pains,
4.4°. A coined word. XVII. 542.

Steering, s. guidance, I. ii. I. 9" Stoundemele, adv. sometimes, now
Stetr, gtr. lo govern, XVII. x49. and then, I. ii. 13. lo 5 ; L iii. 3.
Steir, get. to stir, XVII. 352. xoS.
Stele, s. handle, V. 5o. Stout, ad/. proud, II. 699.
Stolthe, s. stealth, subtle trick, V. Strait, adj. strict, XVI. 28;

362. narrow, XXI. 47.
Ste_t, s. rate ; at oo s., at one rate, Straunge, adj. distant in manner,

valued equally, XVI. 769. XXIV. 834; as s. a stranger, I. i.
Stepmoder, s stepmother, I. iii. 9. L x7.

86. 8tr_yne, v. constrain, I. ii. 14. 72.
Stere, s. rudder, IV. 23o ; VII. x38. Btr_yt, adj. strict, XVI. 55o ; close,
Stere, ger. to stir, move men to, IV. XVI.._63 ; vexatious, I. ii. 5.48.

71 ; I. i. g. x ; _20. I. ii. i. IH ; Stx*eochen, v. extend, last, sutfice, I.
displaced, I. i. 9. lo ; Ires. 2_t.mov- ii. 5. 2 z.
ing, XX. x99; active, I. ii. x_. I. Stremes, s.pL glances,beams, XXIV.

Stering, hrts. jot. guiding, XXIV. 768; glances, XX1V. 849; rays,
6o 3. VIII. 3, 592 ; X. 22 ; XXIL 3o.

Storing, s. stirring, I. i. 4- 67; Stromtn_,2hres. jO/.beaming, X. 68.
movement, L i./_r. 82 ; provocation, Serene, s. race, kindred, strain, stock,
XVIII. 23. XXIV. 370.

Steringe, s. management. I. ii. 3. 1°7. Strengtheth, 2_r. s. strengthens, I.
Sterne, _. rudder, I. i. x. 35. iii. 8. 64.
Sterre, s. star, X. 22, 23, 68; (of Strengthinge, s. strengthening, I. ii.

Bethlehem), I. ii. x.50. 4- 145.
Sterry0 adj. starry, XX. 2. Streyght, _t. s. stretched, I. ii. 14.
Sterte,_t. s. started, leapt, I. iii. 7- 99-

16o ; darted, XVII. 537 ; I _t. s. Sere, s. straw, XVIL 439.
started, XVIII zl6. Stroy, get. to destroy, XVI. 304.

Sterve, ger. to die, XVIII, 134 ; v.I. Studiont, adj. studious, I. iii. 6. 137-
i. 3. 12o ; I _r. s. IX. 97- Stulty, adj. fooli,]a, I. ii. 3. Io6.

Stevln, s. voice, XVII. 49 x. Sturdily. adv. strongly, XX.._62.
Steye, ger. to climb, I. i. x. 45- Sturte,/_r._L start np, II. 868.
Steyera. s.2hl, stairs, I. i. x.44. Style, s. style, VIII. _77.
Sttgh,_t. s ascended, IV. ]77. Styred, x h/. s. stirred, I. iL ]4- 79.
Stik. v. stick, remain, XXIV. 67._. Stlrroppes, s. stirrups, II. x87.
Stints, v. leave off, I. i. 3- 88; _0r s. 8ubget, s. subject, IL _ 22.

ceases, I. iii. 5. 74 ; Stinten, _r./_/. Submit, pp. submitted_ XVI. a_4.
(error for Stinteth, _0r. s. ceases_, I. Subatanoial, adj. that which is sub-
ii. 9. _72 ; _t-s- ceased, I-ii. 3. I; stance, I. ii. 7. _44-

_t. s. subj. were to leave off, I. iii. Suerllr, adv. surely, verily, XXI.
7. _ot ; pp. stopped, VIII. a_6. $_8.
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8u.tKs_unee, s. sufficiency, XI. 23 ; 8yder, s. cider, XVII. 44 I.
what suffices (me), XXII. 13. Bye, pt. 2ol. saw, II. 765.

8utfraunce, sufferance, XVI. 545; 8yke, v. sigh, VIII. 575; _r. s.
patience, lI. 518. XVIII. 19.

8uger-dropes, s. ,_l. sweet drops, Sylit. _p. lit. celled ; hence, covered,
XXIV. 25. XVll. lo.

8ugets, s. _l. subjects, V. 7. Syria, adv. afterwards, XVII. 593-
Sugre, s. sugar, XXIV. 545. Sypher, s. cipher, I. ii. 7. 85.
Bugred,ad/.sugared, sweet, I.i.4.34; 8yropis, s._L syrups, XVII. 247.

XII. too; XIV. 26. 8ys end cinq, six and five, XIII.
8uld,/_t. s. should, XXVII. 3. 75. See note.
Rupersoriptioun, s. title, description, 8yte, s. sorrow, XVII. 45o.

XII. XVII. 604- 8ythes, s.j_L scythes, I. i._r. 99.
8upple-werohinge, adj. pliant, I.

iii. 7. lo3. Tabard, s. ploughman's coat, II. 9-
8upportacioun, s. support, XVI.84[. T,Lbard-wyse, (in) a way like a
8upposaile, s. expectation, I. iii. 3. tabard, or herald's coat, XXI. 523.

159. Tables, s. ill. writing-tablets, III.
8uppryse, v. undertake, IX. 535. 149.
8urootes, s. ,_l. surcoats, XX. I41 , T'abyde, get. to abide, II. 777.

357. Tache, s. defect, blame, XIIL 48;
Berrettas, s. pl. surfeits, I. ii. x4. 58. pl. XVIII. 192.
8urplioe, s. surplice, I. ii. 5.65. T&idis, s. pl. toads, XVII. 578.
8urquedry, s. arrogance, I. iii. 5.60, TAlk,ins, s. token, XVII. 235.

VIII. 430. Tsistis, Pr. s. tastes, tries, XXVII. 4-
Burs_nure, s. a wound that only Take, v. be set, VIII. 62.

heals outwardly, IX. 75. Talent, s. pleasure, XXIV. 718.
8uspent, pp. suspended, II. 283. T'spere, to appear, XXIV. 5._.
8uspiries, s. _l. sighs, XIX. 25. T&pet, s. piece of tapestry, XXI. 499,
8ustene, v. sustain, endure, bear up, 579 ; Tapites, pl. tapestry, I. ii.

XX. 291 ; pr. s. maintains, V. I6L 2.64; carpets, VIII. 5I.
8uetenotxr, s. sustainer, VI. 12. Tartariurn, s. Tartary cloth, XX.
8uatern, s. pl. sisters, I. iii. x. 93; 212.

Sustren, VIII. 488 ; Susters, XXIV. T'aasure, get. to secure, protect,
XlTl. XIII. Io3.

8uto, $. suit, XVL 538 ; livery, Taylages, s. _/. taxes, I. ii. 2. 4o.
XX. 227, 238, 335 ; set, row, VIII. Tene, v. recount, I. ii. 3. 66 ; pr. p/.
82. count, II. 488.

8w&k, v. throw ; can s'wak, v. threw, Tollinge, s. counting, I. ii. I. I14 ;
cast quickly, XVII. 522. I. iii. I. 2.

8we.ye, s. sway, 1. iii. 7- z6O. Ten_untes, s. pl. tenants, IIL 359-
8welt, s. sweat, XVII. 514. Tend,_r.pl. attend, II. 506.
Bwelt, _t. pl. fainted, XVII. 599; Tender, v. affect, cherish, XXIV.

XX. 36o ; died, XVII. 59 I. 88L
8were, s. sweat, I. i. L 4o. T'endure, to endure, XXIV. I 176.
8wete, i _r. s. sweat, VIII. 231 ; T'endyte, ger. to indite, IX. 179.

Swetande, _res. _t. sweating, labo- Tene, s. vexation, I. ii. lo. 89 ; XVIII.
floes, I. i. pr. 75. 2o 9 ; XX. 389 ; sorrow, I. i. L 3 ;.

8wtnk, s. tofl, I.i.L 15; I.i. 2.93 V. 242 ; harm, VII. I57 ; anger,
(see note, p. 4._43- XVII. I94.

8wtaxke, ger. to toil, II. 29. Teneful, adj. distressful, I. ii. I I.
8wote, adv. sweetly, VIII. 72. 135; miserable, I. ii.._. 49.
Bwough, s. swoon, VIIL i54. Teneth,2_r. s. grieves, vexes, L i. 2.
8woun, s. swoon, XVII. 599 ; Swow, 66.

XVIII. 87. Tenets, s. tennis, IV. 295. See
8wowning, s. trance, XVIII. 1o 7. note.
8wyrn, s. neck, II. z 536. T'enprint6, to imprint, VII. 131.
I_y, i pt. s. saw, XX. 60. Terme, s. term, appointed age, I. iii.
8ycd_xg, pres. _t. sighing, XVII. 4. I12; t. a_/'my ly/, for all my life-

6ol ; s. XVIL 54 o. time, XVIII. 289.

Qq2
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Terroatre, ad/. terrestrial, I. ii. 9.33- Thrond, s. thread, XX. 370.
Tewne, s. tune, XXlV. 14o 4. 'Faroshing, ,_res. 2t. thrashing, II.
T'excuae, to excuse, VIII. 282. 1o43.
Teyed, p_. tied, bound, I. iii. a. 144. Throsten, _r../01. endeavour (lit.
Than, adv. then; or t/san, ere then, thrust), L i. a, 153.

before, XX. 125. Thriddo, adj. third, XVIIL 55;
Thank, s. thanks, VIII. 249. XX. 257.
Thankfully, adv. by way of thanks, Th_.-'lst, x fir. s. thirst, L i. 3- 16o.

XVI. 443. Thxonge, _h. thrust, I. i. 3. 98.
Thank-worthy, ad/. woff.hy of Through-girt, _. pierced through,

thanks. I. i. _r. 39. VIII. 291.
Th'&yr, the air, V. 472. Throw, s. time, XX. _9o; moment,
Thee, 9. prosper, succeed, IL 339. short time, XIV. 37 ; XXIV. 538 ;
Thee.waxdes, to, towards thee, I.i. space of time, XX. 318.

To. IaL Throw-out, as adj. thorough, I. ii. 5-
Th'offect, the effect, V. 14; the xo 5; I. ii. 6.69 .

tenour, VIII. 217. Thrust, s. thirst, VIII. xo 7.
Thenken, get. to think, VIIL 43:_ ; Thrustell-ook, s. thrush, XXIV.

/_r. s. XXIV. Io62. I4ol.
Th'ontent, the intent, I. i. I. 93. Thurating, _res. _t. thirsting, I. iii.

Therafter, ad_. accordingly, I. i. 6. 3. I26.
ao ; III. 32. Tifl'elera, s. _l. triflers, II. 195. See

Ther-a_, adv. where that, I. i. 2_r. Ti.ffte iu Halliwell.
9 x ; XVI. 645. Tillour, s. tiller, II. 453 ; _I. IL 868.

Ther-ayeinns, adv. there-against, Tilthe, s. tillage, I. iii. 5- xo7.
VIII. 533: Ther-ayeust, on the Titmoao, s. titmouse, IX. 57.
contrary, VII. I58. To, adv. too, XVII. 324.

Theroto, adv. moreover, XX. *a 2. To, finch, up to : to t_y mig_/, as far
There-without, adv. outside, XX. 7 I. you can, XXIV. 289.
Thor-inne, adv. therein, V. 469 . To-boat, e, _/L as adj. bowed down,
Therthorough, adv. thereby, I. iii. subject, rendered obedient, IX. 26o.

8.89 ; There-thorow, L i. 9. Io. To-brant, /_l. s. burst asunder, XVI.
Th'eaehe.unge, x. the exchange, I. iii. 799.

6. 36. To-broke, v. break in two, XVIII.
Thewes, s. p/. customs, manner, V. 2n.

339 ; XXVI. 6. To-brent, 2_. (were) much burnt,
ThiLke, adj. that (person), L L/_r. XX. 358.

8._; that same, I. iii. 4. I5; #ton. To-broat,#/.s. burst intwaiu, XVI.
those, IV. I x5. ao7..

Thinkes me, 2_'. s. im/Jt_fs, it seems To-broke, _. utterly broken, IV.
to me, I intend, XXIV. 874. a2L

Thir, l_ron, those, XVII. 264. Toder ; the loder = that oder, the
_rnirlith, fie. s. pierces, XXIV. 2_)4. other, XXIV. xo49 , I2,8.
Tho, adv. then, I. i. 6. I75; XVII. To.dr_we, _/0. drawn, II. Iu37 ;

Io6. drawn asunder, XVIII. 137.
Thoillit,_L s. suffered, XVII. 70. Tofore, adj. before, IX. 264.
Thoo,/_ron. those, XXIV. _54- Tofor(e)going, adj. foregoing, ante-
Thorough, _reP. through, by, XIX. eedent, I. iii. 3. _8o.

Io. Tofore-nompned, 2_. afore.named,
Thorough-sought, _. (that has) I. ii. 5- _22.

penetrated (me), I. i. _. _2o. Toforn, _re2_. before, L i./_r. 98 ;
Thoughtful, adj. anxious, I. ii. 9. con/. fiefore that, I. ii. 2.35.

i85. Toforn-going, adj. antecedent, I. iii.
Thrall, adj. subject, II. I78. (Doubt- 8.3o.

ful ; perhaps _1 come thrallT= will To-forn-hand, adv. beforehand, I. i.
consent to become servants.) 6. I54-

Thrallo, v. enthral, VI. 22 ; p/L To-forn-aayd, pp. aforesaid, I. iL 2.
made subject, I. ii. 3, 4° ; I. iii. 8. 73 ; I. iii. 4- 26_.
_68. To-hemward, towards them, L ii. 5-

Thralles, s.2_l, thralls, II. 41. H4-
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To-hlm-wardes, towards him, I. iii. Tray, grr. to betray, If. 8o8 ; v. lI.
8. t48. 621.

Tole, s. tool, instrument, II. 375, ¢£h-ayle, _. trellis, XVI. 184, I95.
575 ; _/. II. 919 . (F. text,/re/He.)

Tombestere, s. female dancer, I. ii. Trsynes, s.//. snares, IX. 9o.
2. Ix 7. Trenehours, s. _Ol. trenchers, i.e.

To-memo, to-morrow, I. iii. 4. 214. pieces of bread used as plates, I. i.
Tone; the /one=thet one, the one, /_r. xo9.

XXIV. Io49 , 1316. rLtrentall, s. trental, mass repeated for
To-pull, /_r. f/. pull to pieces, II. thirty days, III. 9_.

I_9. rLtrosory, s. treasury, III. 302 ; XX.
To-ra_e, v. tear to pieces, II. 1274. 202.
Toreencious, adj exacting, I. i. 9. Tretod,a_j0. treated, IV. 312.

x31. Apparently a false form ; it Tretis, s. treatise, I. iii. 4- 253;
should rather be tomenaus, from Tretesse, XXIV. 28.
O. F./orconas, torcenaus, exacting ; Trew-love, s. true.lover's knot, bow
see Godefroy. of ribbon, XXIV. 144o. See note.

Torcious, adj. exacting, I. ii. a. 73- 'Pristease, s. sadness, XI. 55.
Probably for tarcenous (see above). Troncheoun. s. thick and short staff"

Tore, _a0. tom, VIII. 220. (properly, a broken pieceofa spear),
To-rent, aO_. with garments much XX. 253.

rent, XlL x7 ; much tom. II. 20. Trono, s. throne, IV. 378.
Torned, aeao.turned, XlV. 46. Troned, j0_0.enthroned, I. i. 2. 94-
Tort, s. wrong, I. ii. 2. 71. Troublous, adj. troublesome, XX.
To-tore, v. rend in pieces, II. 255; 389.

XX. 488;_t. s. tore topieces, VII. Trumpe, s. trumpet, XX. 211; _l.
178. XX. 192.

Toteth, adr. s. looks, II. 74, 418- Trumpet, s. trumpeter, XX. 213; _L
Tother ; the to/htr=thet other, that XX. 21o.

other, XX 394- Trusso,_or.2bL pack up, lI. 75o.
r_o-torn, #o_o.with garments much Tuoke, s. fold, Li. 5. 132-

tom, XlI. 17- Tuilyour, s. quarreller ; t.-/yh,
Tour, $. tower, I. i. 5.8. quarrelsome, XVII. 194.
Towsyle, s. towel, I. ii. a. 60; Tu.rkeis (lit. Turkish), an epithet of

Towclles_ _L I. ii. 2.62. Baleis, XXIV. 80.
'Pown, s. farm, II. zo43. _rhtrtill-dove, s. turtle-dove, XXIV.
To-yore, adv. this year, XVlII. 79. 234, 1387.

CL to-day. Turtle, s. turtle-dove, X. 78.
'Prsoe, s. a round (in a dance), XVI. RMrved,/_0. turfed, XX. 5I.

19o. Turves, s. _O/. pieces of turf, XX.
R=ra&ues, s..#l, train s (of dresses), XX. 5o.

147. Tutele,s. guardian, X. 57-
Traistit, I ._t. s. trusted, hoped, Twey, num. two, I. iii. I. 99 ; XXIV.

XVII. 22. 13I 3 ; Twa, XVII. 3ol.
Tr&itory, s. treachery, IIL 234 ; _winkliug, s small point, least

XlV. 48. matter, I. i. x. 28. (Lit. glimmer,
_torie, adj. transitory, I. iii. I. glimpse.)

II ; I. iii. 4- 148. Twinno, I adr. s. subj. may depart,
Tra_smow, get. to move across, IX. 256 ; 2 20r. s. V. 1o 4.

change, XIII. 44. Tythen, get. to pay tithes, II. I2o 9.
Rhmnsverse, v. gainsay, I. i. _. I95. Tything, s. tithe, II. 317, 861 ; _0I.
'X_tpped, #_O.adorned with trappings, II. xx59.

XX. 262. Tytled,_Oj0. entitled, I. ii. i. 99.
Trlppures, s. #/. trappings, XX. 244.
Trtmnee, t. trance, dream, XVI. Umple, fine stuff in a single fold,

4o7. fine gauze or lawn, XXI. 4F I.
Tr&vttyle, s. toil, XVI. 47I. Unable, adj. weak, I. iii. I. 17I.
• h'tt,veyled, #_. worked for, I. iii. 5- Unbodye, b,er. to quit the body, I. i.

xI a ; Travail, a_r. a0L labour, 11. x. 88.
426. Unbrent,._O. unburnt, X. I29.
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Unoomafmg, adj. unskilful, I. i. 3. Um'osty, adj. restless, X. 6a.
164. Unrieht, adv. wzongly, amiss, XVlI.

Unoomaing, s. ignorance, I. iii. 4- aos.
an4; VII. 7; Uneunning, III. 391. Umeight, s. injustice, II. xo71; VIII.

Uncouth, adj. strange, unusual, 334-
XXIV. 4Si ; unknown, I. ii. II. Unrightful, adj. unjust, I. iii. 3. 68.
45. Unsely, adj. unhappy, I. i. 1o. 80.

Undefouled, p/O. undefiled, X. 132. Unsene, adj. invisible, I. i. pr. 57-
Undorfongen, /9,0. undertaken, IV. Unshitt_, v. open, unfasten, I. ill I.

a64- 16o; Unshit, disclose, XXlV. 1245 ;
Undnrnemingo, s. reproof, III. iio. Unshet, 2 .#r. pl. I. i. 4" 41 ; PP.
Undornlmo, apr. p/. reprove, III. opened, XVI. 65.

lO9. Unshrive, pp. unsht_ven, II. 751.
Underput,/_. shored up, supported, Untall, adj. not tall, weak, II. 74-

I. ii. 7. 72 ; subjected, I. i. 9- 38 ; Unthrifty, adj. unprofitable, I. i. 4-
subject, I. i. 9" 52. 55.

Understonde, p#. understood, I. ill. Unthryvo, v. prosper ill, have ill luck,
3- 77 ; II. 653 ; Understaude, I. iii. XVIII. 142. See note.
6. 65 ; Understont, pr. s. II. 792 ; Untrend, ._. not rolled up, II. 594-
Understondeth, imp. pl. V. 428. See note.

Understondlng, adj. intelligible, I.i. Unwar, adv. at unawares, XXIV.
pr. 56. 848.

Und*r-tba'owen, ._. made subject, Unweldy, adj. unwieldy, hence, in-
I. iii. 8. 15 I. firm, XV. a. 4 ; XV. b. a ; weak, VII.

Unfair, adv. horribly, XVII. 163. I45.
Unfold,/_. unfolded, XX. 595. Unwetingo, #rts./_t. unwitting, I. i.
Ungentil, adj. not of gentle birth, I. 7.11o; but an error for unwist, i. e.

ii. 2. 129. unknown.
Ungoodly, ad/. unkind, II. 387. Unworship, s. discredit, I. i. 5- 24.
Ungoodly, adv. evilly, unfairly, VlIl. Unworshipped, a_. treated with dis.

385. respect, I. ii. 6. 125.
Unhold, adj'. faithless, II. 473. Unwyse, adj'. not wtse, III. 155.
Universal, s. the whole, I. ii. 13. 7o. Uplmp, adv. perhaps, I. i. 8. 132.
U'niversitee, s. the universe, I. i. 9" Uplando, i.e. living in the country,

46. countryman, III. L
Unkindly, adj. unnatural, XX. 413 . Upporost, adj. highest, I L 1o. 32.
Unknit, #p. rejected, I. ii. 8.36. Uprais,pt. s. rose, XVII x2.
UnX_nowe, _. unknown, I. ii. lo. Ure, s. iortune, destiny, VIII. ISx ,

7i. 3o2,482 ; XXIV. 634, 862 ; XXV.
Unkyndely, adv. unusually, I. i. pr. 11.

126. Us(e), s. use, I. iii. 6. 1o4; Use, XlO.
U-l*fful, adj. not permissible, for- Usshor, s. usher, XXI. so2.

bidden, I. ii. I4. 23.
Unlok, v. unlock, XXIV. i4o 3.
Usxlust, s. listlessness, V. 227. Vnil,_blo, adj. useful, IV. 142.
Unmete, adj. unsuitable, XX. 17. Vaile, s. ved, XXlV. ILO2.
Unmighty, adj. weak, feeble, I. ii. 7. _'a£llng, pres. _t. lowering, XVII.

39 ;III. 394. 27s-
Unneth, adv. scarcely, I. i. pr. 28 ; Vale, s. valley, VIII. 44.

II. 789; IV. 196 ; XX. 40; with Valewo, s. value, I. i. 7. 97-
difficulty, I. ifi. 9- 76. Valey, s. valley, XVI. a4.

Unnethes, adv. scarcely, II. 3x1 ; V. Vslis, pr._. avails, XXVII. 5. (Sing.
38o. after what.)

Unlmoa, s. war, I. ii. 13. 86. Vm'yamat, adj. changeable, I. ii. t.
Unperflt, adj. imperfect, III. 66. a4 ; variab'.e, I. ii. 6. 148.
Unpower, s. weakness, IlL 39 I. Vassalage, s. prowess, VIL I48.
Unpurveyed, pp. unprovided, XXI. VAylamoe, s. benefit, profit, I. ii. 5-

38" ; XXlV. 56L 85.
Unreson, s. lack of reason, L iii. 6. V&yleth, _r. s. availeth (it), XVI.

133. 72o ; aOp.I. i. a. t63.
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Velu6t, s. velvet, VIII. 8o; XX. _33; Walet, s. wallet, bag, I. i. f,r. 1o6.
Veluet, XX. 141, a6x. Wa.U, s. well, II. a98. See note.

Vengeablo, adj. revengeful, I. ii. If. Walled, p/_. balled, VIII. 4 _.
9a; II. 805. Walowe, get. to toss about, XXIV.

Vent, s. slit of a gown at the neck, 334 ; I pr. s. I. i. 3.1o2.
XXI. 5a6. F./_m't. Wan, adj'. pale, dim of colour, XIV.

Venym, s. venom, V. a58. 43.
Versment, adv. truly, lI. 12._4. Wan,/t. _l. won, XX. 48o. (A guess ;
Veto, s. spring-time, I. ii. 9. 133. the old ed. has manly !)
Vermayle, ad/. crimson, X. 45- Wandred, /'_. men who have wan-
Vermelet, adj. red, XXIV. 142. dered, X. 6o.
Vertules, adj. without virtue, VII. Wane, s. weening, thought, XVII

x33, 157- 543- _ee Will.
Vertuous, adj. endowed with virtue Wang-tooth, s. molar tooth, lI. 76.

or power, I. iii. L 45. Wtmhope, s. despair, I i. L I 12 j L
Very, adv. extremely, XX. Io, 35 ; i. 4- 54 ; XVII. 47.

very, XX. 409 ; XXL 479- Want, lpr. s. lack, do llot possess, do
Vestement, s. vestment, II. a78 , 934. not know, XX. zSo ; 1Or. s. is laek-
Viago, s. voyage, journey, I. i. 5.84 ; ing, XVI. 449.

IV. 57 ; XXI. 46. Wantinge, s lacking, 5. i. _,r. 83.
Vtbrat, p_. vibrated, X. _]5. Wsntruat, s. distlust, I. i. 8. 19; I.
Vioaire, s. vicar, II. 83o ;/_l. III. 279. ii. 9. 5°-
Vtuolont, adj. drunkea_, XII. 45. War, adj. _ware, I. i. 3- 76 ; be 7v.,
Violet, s. violet, II. 96; XXIV. beware, VII. 18o

1437- War, ad/. worse, XVIL 46o.
Virolay, s. lay with recurring rimes, Warantyse, s. surety ; on w., on my

XI. 4o. (Such as aabaab.bbabba.) surety, XXI. 4o6.
Virginal, adj. virgin-like, XSI. I lo. Warderobo, s. wardrobe, I. ii. 9.
Voca_iotm, s calling o! an assembly 14o.

together, XVII. a7_. Waren,/_¢. pl. wore, XX. 267.
Voiden, v. (to) take aw.ay, XXIV. Waried, pp. cursed, XXIV. JI7x.

6a8; escape, XIII 5a; /_r. s. re- Warldly, adj. worldly, XXVII. I.
treats, I. i. 5. 34. Warne, v. refuse, I. ii. 3- 3I.

Voluntarious, adj. voluntary, free, Warnisshe, s. protection, I. ii. 7"
I. ii 8. H6. 78.

Volunt_, s. free will, VIII. a99. Warnisshed, pa0. defended, 5. ii. 7-
Voluptuously, adv. luxuriously, I ii. 78.

Io. 18. Wastoua,, s. waster, XII. 7a.
Vouche, _r./_1. avouch, II. 945- Waved, f,f'. wavered, I. i. a. 167.
Voydo, get. to banish, IX. ll6; z,. Wawes, s.z_l, waves, l.i. jor. laS; I.

escape, I. i. 3- I4o ; set aside, I. i. 3.57; VII. 80; XIII. 33-
iii. 6. xS; pr. s. dispels, I. ii. lo. Waxe, zl. grow to be, II. Ia8; p_'.
34; departs, I. i. _o. 95. become, II. 37_.

Vyntre, Vintry, VII. (title). Wayted, fiaO.watched, IV. ao4.
Vyole, s. vial, X. xx3- Wayters, s. aOl. spies, I. iii. 6. 88 ;
Vyae, s. advice, intention, I. i. _. 60. guards, sentinels, I. i. 3. _a4-
Vytre, s. glass_ X. _ _3. Waytinge, s. watching, lying in wait,

5. ii. 9. 59 •
W_, adj. sad, XVII. 35 o. Webboa, s./ft, dimness of vision, 5.
W_geours, s.a_L wagers, XXI. 383. i. _. 18o. See note, p. 455.
Wsggo, v. move, stir, l. i. _r. 9o; Wedo, s. covering, XIV. a6.

gvr. XVIL _96. Weden, ,Or.aO/.weed, ill. H.
W_llit, /_. chosen, choice, XVII. Wedor, s. weather, I. i. _r. _a.] ;

440. Wedder, XVII. 4 ; a¢L storms, I. i.
Wsit,2_r. s knows, XVII. 64- 3. 63 ; 5. ii. 9- x3° ; I. iii. 5. _5-
W_ited, x _'. s. watched, XX. _o6. Wodea, s./_l, weeds, X. 36.
Wake, s. fair, II. 869. Wedring, s. tempest, l. iii. 7. 74.
Wake, v. keep a revel) I. ii. a. 54- Weed, s. (as. a¢l.) garments, apparel,
W_ld, _t. s. would (have), desired, XX. 37 ] ; Weid, XVII. x65.

XVII. _oa. Weght, s. weight, XII1. 9 a.
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Weip, _bl.s. wept,XVII. a31 (or Were, s.doubt,IX. as3 ;X. 5.
injfn,to wcep_. Were,/_t./Lsubj',shouldbe,XI. 64 ;

Weir, s. war, X_rII. 196, 486. Wem,/_t. pl. were, I. iii. 8. 91.
Weir, get. to guard, ward off, XVII. Wereth, )_r. s wears away, III. 45 ;

180. pr.a_l, wear, XXIV. 247.
Weird, s. destiny, XVII. 584, 412. Werien, v. grow weary, 1L xo68.
Weirie, pr. s. wears, wastes away, Werne, 2 abr. a0/. refuse, I. i. 4. 47 ;

XVII. 467. _/. IV. 06.
Weked,_0. rendered weak (but read NVerninges, s. _l. refusals, I. i. a. 58.

wikkta), I. i. 6. a5. Werre, s. war, VIII. 256.
Wel-oondioioned, adj. of good con- Werrey, I a_r. s. war, V. 43I ; /0p.

dition, XX. 581. warred against, VIII. 665.
Welde, v. possess, II. 118, 416, 7oz ; Werreyottr, s. warrior, IV. 13o ; VI.

manage, XXIV. az 7 ; 1 ./_r. s. L ii. 13.
xa. 9 i. Westreth, _Or. s. sets in the west,

Weldoing, s. well-doing, I. ii. 1o. XXII. 24.
12o. Wet, e,adj, wet, I. iii. 3. J 06 ; XX. 406.

Wele, s. wealth, II. 8t2 ; VII. 165. Wete, ger. to know, I. i. 3. 18 ;
Welfkdneue, s. wealth, I. i. 6. a 4. Weten, 2 pr. pl. I. i. 8. 80 ; II.
Welke, x_r.s, wither, Lii. ll. Ios; 12o6 ; _r._/. I. iii. 8. 128.

Welked,_p. withered, old, I. iii. 5. Wethereooke, s. weathercock, I. i.
33 ; withered, wrinkled, I. iii. 5"37. a. 167.

Welken, s. sky, I. i. 3- 57. Weting, s. knowledge, I. iii. 4. 60:
Welkeneth, 2_r. s. withers, fades, 243.

XXII. 59. Wexeth,pr. x. grows, XX. 14 ; pres.
WelIe, s. well, source, IX. 139 ; _O/. /_t. I. iii. 1. 3o; Wexte, pt. s. be-

streams, rills, XVII. 5,<8. came, I. i. 2.24.
WeUen, a_'./_l, rise up, have their Waxing, s. growth, I. i. 9- 42.

source, I.L 2.15I ;_res.aOt. flowing, Weye, ger. to weigh, ]V. 9I ;pp. 32o.
I. i. L 86. Weymenting, s. lamenting, XXIV.

Wel-meninge, adj. well-intentioned, 233.
I. ii. 5- 117. Weyve, get. to put away, I. ii. lO.

Welterit, _. overturned, XVII. 436. 4° ; v. put aside, I. ii. 7- Ioo ; _r.
Welth, s. happiness, I. i. L 39" s. Sub./'.I. iii. 1. 136 ; 2 pr. s. reject-
Welwilly, adj. benignant, favourable, est, 1. iii. 6. x54 ; _Or. s. rejects, I.

VIII. 6_ 7. ii. x3. 95;_.I.i. 1.63; l. ik 14.
Wem, s. stain, I. i. 1.74- 36 ; I. iii. _. 154.
WemIees, adj. spotless, X. xo4. Wheeler, conj. whether (or no), I. iii.
Wende, v. go, XVIII. 252; a_t. s. 3. 30; XVL 4Ol.

went, XVIL 474 ; ,_a_. gone, I1.498. Wheel, s. /urning wheel, winding
Wane, s. wi/hou/e _v., without doubt, staircase, XXI. fi5 (see note) ; orbit,

IX. 237 ; XIII. 12. I. ii. x. 124.
Wenen, ft. ,_l. imagine, I. ii. 3- 38 ; Wherof, adv. to what purpose, XVI.

i ,_t. s. expected, I. i. 3. 65 ; 2/_t. ;. 431.
didst expect, L ii. 14. 80; Wenden, Whorthrough, ad_. whereby, I. i. 4-
aOt.:l, imagined, I. ii. xl. 9; Wend 53; X. _o3; wherefore, 1. ii. 13.

dtext, went_, imagined, XXI. 34; xo9.
ent,pr.s.weens,imagines,guesses, _q'herto, adv. why7 I. i. 3. 87.

VIII. 462. See note. Wh/oehe, s. hutch, chest, I. ii. 2. 29.
Waning, s. fancy, XVI. 286. Wh.irled, a_/_.whirled, driven, XX. 2.
Went,_. gone. departed, I. ii. L 34- Whlstel, s. whistle, I. ii. 3. 55.
Walden, s. weapon, II. xo92. Whyle, s. time, VIII. 044.
Werbles, s._0l, warblings, notes, I. ii. Whyt, adj. white, IL 1338; plausible,

_. 6 ; I. iii. 1. 157. XXIV. 1042.
Werohe, 2_r. s. subj. operate, I. ii. 13. Wteohe, s. witch, II. 89L

a 7 ; aOres._t. working, active, I. ii. Wleht, s. wight, man, XXVII. _.
5.43. Widcleroook, s. weathercock, XVII.

Wereher, s. agent, I. ili. a. 63. 567.
Werohinge,s. operation, I. iL13. H8. Widderit, a_. withered, XVIL _38 ;
Werdea, s. ,pL fates, XX IV. _i 73. roiled by weather, XVII. _65.
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Wight, $. person, XX. 38, 46. We1, s. wool, XX. 53- See Wolle.
Wikke, adj'. noxious, X. 36. Wolds, _t. s. subj. would wish,
Wikki h adj. evil, XVll. 412. . XVI. 272 ; Wold,/_p. desired, V.
Wilde, adj. wild (Le. unquenchable), 3o5.

I. ii. 6. 29. Wolle, $. wool, I. ii. 2. 28 (see the
Wilde, get. to become wild, I. i. 3. note, p. 465); IV. 299 ; Well, II.

45. 177, 594-
Will of _vane, lit. wild ofweening, at Wom_,qy, adj. woman-like, I. ii. 12.

a loss as'to what to do, XVII. 543. 'z4.
Wtllers, s. _l. wishers, lI. z28 ; _n. Won, pr. s. _ubj. dwell, XXIV. 500.

such w., of men who so desire, IL Wonder, adj. wonderful, Ill. 7; XX.
780. 434-

WilLingly, adv. wilfully, V. 39 I. Wonderly, adv. wondrously, XXIV.
Wil.ne, get. to desire, I. i. 6. xol ; v. xoo, 697.

I. iii. 4. 11 ; 2 2_r._l. II. Iz5o ; _0r. Wonders, adv. wondrously, 1. ii. 3.
2_l. If. xx8; _. I. fii. 6. I11. 45.

Wimpeln, .2_r. ill. cover as with a Wens, s. custom, XXI. 5.
wimple, 1. ii. x4. 25 ; 2_. covered Wones, s._l. dwellings, XX. 2eL
up, I. ill 9" 76. Woueth, _Or.s. dwells, XXIV. z43 ;

Wimple, $. chin-cloth, XXIV. J zo2. Wonncth, II. t I4O.
Wtnne, v. make a gain, lI. 979. Wonne,2_p. wou, XVI 356.
Wiase, pr. s. subj. may (He) guide, Worming, s. abode, VII. 86.

keep away, II. 235. Wood, adj. mad, II. 299, 764, xo75 ,
Wire, v. know, XXL 749; WRen, i269; XVIII. I88.

a_-.fil, know, XVIII. 266; Wistest, Woodbind, s. woodbine, XX. 159.
2_t. s. I.i. 8. 3I ; Wist, pp. known, Woods, s. an error for Weede, weed,
li. xo92. Ill. xx. See note.

Withdraws, gff. to draw back, Woodnesae, s. madness, VI. 50;
hold in, I. ii. 6. 84.; fir. s. draws XVIII. 175.
away, I. ii. 5. 129. Week, 1_t. s. awoke, XXI. 737.

With-holds, 2_2Lretained, I. ii. 8. Woroh,_r.2_l. work, If. 411.
x2x; XVII1. 289; kept back, I. Word, s. motto, XXL 87, 3IO, 312;
iii. 3. II 4. Wordes,.p/. XXI. II 9.

Withies, s. _I. withies, twigs of World, s. great quantity, XX. 137;
willow, XVI. I86. (F. text, En- a thing worth the world, XXI.
trelacee de saulx vffs.) 539-

Within-borde, on board, I. i. 3. 54. Worship, s. honour, XIV. 382.
Without, conj. unless, XXI. 299. Worsted, s. worsted, II. zoos.
Withsaye, get. to contradict, 1. i. 2. Worthyed, _j_. honoured, 1. i. 2.

184 ; I. i. 8.65 ; v. gainsay, I I. 599. xo9.
Withsetten, _. opposed, ]. iii. L West, 2 _r. s. kuowest, XVIII. 126 ;

133 ; V¢ithset, I. ii. 7. 65. Wettest, I. i. 2. 74-
Withattte, v. resist, I. ]i. 7- z._3 ; get. Wows, v. woo, XXIV. 12_2.

I. iii. 8. 64. Woweth,/Yr. _/. move, I. ii. x. 2I.
Withaittinge, $. opposition, I. ii, 7- /'u/ for waweth ; and properly

142. singular.
Witles, adj. ignorant, II. 528. Wox, z fit. s. became, I. i. 4. 3° ;
Wtttes,s._l. wits, senses, 1. iii. 5.5L .grew, XVII. Io2; Woxen, _2_. I.
Wlvers, s._£ vipers, serpents, snakes, n,. 5. 24"

L iii. 5. 34" Wraik_eul, adj'. vengeful, XVlI. 329.
Wlato, v. loathe, II. Io98. Wrait,:t. s. wrote, XVlI. 64.
Wo-besta_l, /_. beset with woe, Wraith, s. wroth, XVII. ,82.

XXlV. 845. Wrak, a. vengeance, XVIL 37o.
Weds, adj. mad, L iii. 7- 53. Wrall,_r. 2_l. pervert, 11. $7 o. Cf.
Wodebinde, _. woodbine, VIII. 129 ; M.E. wrawe, perverse.

IX. 26x. Wrgnglen, pr.lM, wrangle, 1I. 426.
Weir, ,_t. :. carried, wafted away, Wrapped, _. involved ; in l¢ w.,

XVII. 165. (It seems to be merely been mixed up with, V. 2_6.
a peculiar use of F_. wore, pt. t, of Wreohe, s. misery, I.i. L 6o ; yen-
wear; cf. hn'r, bore, in L ]66.) geance, VIII. 47 L
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Wroke, v. avenge, XXIV. 7ca; jop. I.L to. ttx; XX. 54; _0t./_/. XX.
VIII. a84; Wreche, pr. jol. subj. 295, 3ol.

X. 4t. Yef, jot. JOl.give, II. 957-Wronno, s. wren, IX. 57 ; Wren, Yeftos, s. JOl.gift., br, bes, I. i. to. 4x.
XXIV. x372. Yoldo, get. to pay, X. x12 ; v. yield,

Wroth% s. a wreath, garland, I. iii. render, II. 778 ; jor. s. subj. may
6. 158. (He) repay, XXI. 36o; pr. jol. subj.

Wringing,lores. jOt. wringing (wring- may yield, I. iii 9.93-
ing wet), XX. 4o6. Yoldingo, s. yielding, giving, I. iii.

Writhen,_0. wreathed, twined, XX. I. I3.
57- Yelko, s. yolk, hence centre, nu-

Wro, s. corner, II. 81. Icel. rd. cleus, I. iii. 4- 198-
Wrooht, jOjO.wrought, made, XVII. Yen, s. jOl. eyes. XXIV. 135, 154.

203. Yerde, s. rod, I. ii. ix. i36 ; X. I33;
Wry, adj. deformed, XXIV. 1o62. correction, XXIV. 363.
Wryo, v. turn aside, XVI. 33 I. Yern, get. to earn, XXIV. 367.
Wryeth,_r.s. dlsgui_es, l. ii. 5.1o2. Yerne, adv. quickly; as y., very
Wrything, s. twisting, turning aside, quickly, I. ii. 8. 4x ; Yern, eagerly,

error, rebellion, X. 96. XXIV. xz99.
Wydo-where, adv. far and wide, 1. Yet, s. gate, XVII. 388.

ii. xx. xo 7. Y'evo, I jOt. s. give, XI. 80; 2 jOr.jOl.
Wy-nde, s. breath, XVI. 795. III. 2o8 ; jot. JO/. I. i. jot. x8 ; 2_JO.
Wynde, I p'. s. subj. wind, go, IX. XVIII. a79 ; XXIV. 278.

_63. Yever, s. giver, I. iii. 7. x34, 138;
Wynding, s. envelopment (in snow) III. 176.

(?), I. i. 3.39. Yexinge, s. sobbing, outburst (of
Wyr, s. wire, I. iii. 7. Io3. grief), I. i. I. 6.
Wyr-drswor, s. wire-drawer, I. iii. Y'-fed, 3_jO.fed, XXIV. 975.

7. Io3. Y-fore, adv. together, in company,
Wyto, s. blame, VIII. 6o3; IX. xo 3. IX. 59, 224; XI. 64.
Wyto, get. to blame, I. iii. 7. 145 ; Y-feynod, jO/,. feigned, XVIII. 74.

II. 577; XVIL I34; tjOr. s. blamc Y-furthered, /_. advanced, VIII.
(for it), VIII. 460; imp. s. blame 327 .
for), I. iii. I. 17o; int_. jOl. II. Y-f_led,._. refined, XIli.99.
t373; V. 376. Y-grave, JO_0:buried, XVI. 60.

Y-grounded, JO_0.rooted, I. ii. 9. 19.
Y, s. eye, XVI. a63 ; XX. 85 ; XXIV. Y.gurd, pp. gi_t, i.e. ready, II. 1336.

229, I139 ; at y, in appearance, Y.hsndlcd, jOp. handled, treated of,
XIV. 6. I. ii. tl. Iol.

Ys.f, jO/. s. gave, IX. 248. Y-herd, jop. heard, XVIIL 85.
YM1, v. yell, II. 386, 1355. _r-heried, pp. praised, XXIV. 597.
Yato, s. gate, XXI. 274 ; jOl. II. 65. Ykend, jOp. taught, II. 482 ; known,
Y-be, jO.p. been_ XVIII. I9O; XX. lI.._3 o.

375- YIo, r. isle, I. i. 3.64 ; V. l 5 ; VI. 17.
Y-bore,pp. born, XVI. 462. Y-lost, pp. lost, VII. 36.
Y-brent, JOJO.burnt, If. 18; Y-brend, Y-lyko, adv.alike,equally, XViII.64.

II. 634. "_'-ms.d,._jO. made, VIII. 163.
Y'-builde, v. build (or_jO. build_, II. y-rneynt, jOp. mingled, VIII. 457.

1_o. Ynde, adj._Ol, blue, IX. _57.
Y-o&lled, f,). named, VIII. 70. Y-nempnod, jOp.named, I. i. L 5-
Y-ohMed, jOjO.chased, XVI. _87. Y-hereon, pp. taken up, II. _o3_.
Y-eloped, pp. called, I. iii. x. t_. "Y'-now,'adj. enough, ll. 3, _o44; jOl.
Y-dsmpned,_. damned, 1I. I_43. (men) enough, I. i. 3. 5t.
Ydol; in y., in vain, I.i.i. 70; I. ii. Yok, s. yoke, XVIII. ]4o.

t_. lO9. Yokkit9 _0_0.yoked, XVIL ao 9.
Y-dtght, f_. dressed, II. tooa. Yoldon, _Op. yielded, I. i. 7. 30;
Y-don,_O¢_. made, XX. 6_. returned, I. i. 3- m7 ; repaid, I. iii.
Ye, yea, _. i. 7.34. 5. 14°.
Y_, s. eye, IX. I _4. Yon, adj. yonder, yon, that, XVII.
Yode, _ pt.s. went, VIIl. 1_o ; _Ot.s. 533.
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Youthhoid, s. time of youth, XVII. Y-stocked, f_. fastened as in the
30. stocks, I. i. I. 4 _.

Yore, I fit. s. gave, XXIV. 688. Y-atope, a0f. advanced, XXIV. a81.
Y-passed, ._. past, VIII. 59L Y-take, ._. taken, II. t a8t.
Y-pent, _f. peat, II. 22 ; fastened, Y-thee, v. prosper, XVIII. t87.

I1. 939. Y-tourned, _. turned, I. i. 7. St.
• r-poudred, _. besprinkled, XVIII. Y-tyed, ._f. trod, V. 226.

63. Yvb-lefe, s. ivy-leaf, I. iii. 7. 50.
Y-rent, ._. tom, II. 256. Yuel-spekera, s. f/. evil-speakers, I.
Ys, r. ice, VIII. 234; Vse, XVII. 168. i. 9. 6.
Yae-shoklis, s. ,_/. icicles, XVII. x6o. Y-what, _p. whetted, V. 243.
Y-aet, f_. appointed, XVI. 6x 3. Y-wis, adv. verily, I. z. a. If6.
Y'-shoned, ff. shunned, I. ii. z t. Io. Y-woned,_. dwelt, XXIV. 24I.
Y-slayn, a0_. slain, VIII. 88. Y-wonne,/_/L won, V. 49-
Y°soght, _. importuned, V. 128. Y-wounded,_/_. wounded, VIII. 361.
Y'-aped, _fl. granted, XXIV. 977- Y-wrought, pp. made, XX. 48.

INDEX OF NAMES.

Aaron, X. I33. Athalana, Atalanta, VIII. 396.
Abraham, I. i. 8. 59. Athenea, Athens, I. i. 9. Iz4.
Aohilles VIII. 367. Aurora, IX. 38; X. 135.
Aoriaius, I. i. 5.8. Austen, St. Augustine, I. ii. 13. 43;
Acteon, Actaeon, VIII. 97- ben. III. 1"12.
Adam, I.i.z.39; I.i. 8. 73; I. iii. 8.

Io4; V. 199, 366. B_,lth_ar, Belshazzar, VII. 175.
Admete, Admetus, XXIV. 1o 7. Bedford, duke of, VII. (tille).
Arian, Adonis, VIII. 386; Adoun, Bells, l, II. 234.

VIII. 644. Benet, St. Benedict, II. 993, ]oi i.
Albion, V. ]6; XXVIII. 5. Boeoe, Boethius, I. i._r. lxo; I. ii.
Aloeate, Alcestis, IX. 198; XII. 117; I3- 49; VII. ,5o.

XXIV. 1o5. Boreas, north wind, I. i.,_r. 124; IX.
Alcmenia, Alcmene. XXIV. 821. 96 .
Alexander, I. iii. 2. 26; ]I. 33.5; Bretayne, Britain, VII. xa6; XXIV.

Alisaundre, I. ii. 2. It4; IV. 36; 2226; XXIX. 2; Britayne, I. iii. L
Alisander, I. i. a0r. 89; IV. 28I"' 45.
g_n. XII. 96. Burgoyne, s. Burgundy, X X I V. 1228.

Aloyn, Alain Chartier, XVL 1I.
AnneLida, XXI. 465; Anelida, Buserus, Busiris, I. ii. 7. I17.

XXIV. 234.
Antichrist, II. z9x , 493; III. 2; Oalchas, XVII. 97-

ben. II. 956. Caliope,Calliope,IX. a4a ; XXIV. 19.
Antigone, IX. I96. Calixto, Callisto, XXIV. 8aL
Antioohus, VII. 177. Cambrige, Cambridge, XXIV. 913 .
.&.ntiopa_ XXIV. 824. Cana_ee, IX. ao6.
Antonius, VIII. 367 ; Antony, XXI. OaxtggO, Carthage, V. 3H ; XXIV.

462 ; XXIV. 873. 23L
Aroito, VIII. 365, 379; XXI. 466; Oa_odoro, Cassiodorus, IV. 33o.

XXIV. 233g. Oatoun, Cato, XIL Io2 : Dionysius
Ariadne, I_. aoo. Cato, XII. 13o ; gen. I. iii. a. 24.
Aristotel, I. iii. a. 87 ; I. iii. 7.59; O&ynoa, Cain's, I. ii. 2. xo 7.

Aristotle, I. i./r. 64, HT; I. ii. I. Oeaar, Julius Caesar, XIL 95-
1o5 ; I. ii. 5. 5- Oharlos, Charlemagne, XlI. 1o3 ;

Arteys, Artois, XXIV. 1227. Charlemayne, IV. 283.
Artour. Arthur, l. ii. a. 116; Arthus, Ohauoer, VII. 65, 98; IX. 236;

IV. 283 ; g'en. XII. _o3. XVIL 4 [ ; XX/X. L
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Olprydo, Venus, IX. 2o. (Venus Flora, goddess of flowers, VIII. I ;
andCi2brydt, Venus and the Cyprian XVII. 4a6; XX. 534.
goddess, really one and the same.) Fraunoe, France, I. i. _r. 9x ; XXIV.

Citharea_ Venus, XXIV. 50, 556; x227.
Cithera, V. 5 ; Cither_, XXIV. Frauncoa, St. Francis, III. 356 ; gen.
ix78. Ill. al 5.

Citharoe, C)ahera, but an error for

Cithaeron, XXIV. 49. See note. Gabriel, X. 99.
Oitheron, Cithaeron, XXIV. 69. Oados, Cadiz, in Spain (see note),

(See 1. 49.) I.i./_r. 88 ; VIII. 349-
Olarenoe, duke of, VII. (title). Galfrid, Geoffrey de Vinsauf, XXIV.
Oleo, Clio, X. x3 ; Clio, IX. 242. l x. ,See note.

Oleopatre, Cleopatra, IX. x95 ; Garter,s. the Garter, VI. 5 ; (Knights
XXIV. 873 ; Cleopatras, XXI. of the), XX. 5x9.
462 ; g'en. XIII. 86. Oedeon, Gideon, X. x32.

Oolkoe, Colchis, VIII. 373. Oeorgee, St. George's, VI..54-
0011o, I. ii. 7- z 19. Gloueeatre, duke of, VII. (title).
Oonstantyn, Constantine, IV. 339; Godfrey, Godfrey of Bouillon, IV.

VI. 10. a83.
Oreaaeid, XVll. 42. Gower, IV. 374-
Cupido, Cupid, V. x ; Cupyde, VIII. Oreoe, Greece, I. i. 5. 29 ; I. ii. a.

88; gen. VIII. 36L xl6; XXIV. _a 9.
Cy_t.hiJt_ the Moon, XVII. 2.53. Gregory, St., IIL 49-

Grisilde) Griselda. IX. I 19 ; Griseldes)
Deliria, Delilah, XlII. 83 ; XXlV. XII. xo8. .St* The Clerkes Tale.

538.
Dane, Dana,, I. L 5- 8; XXIV. 824.
Daphne. VIII. 64. "lqranibal, Hannibal, I. i. 6. 49.
David, I. i. 5. 126 ; I. i. 8.73 ; &c. Hawes, Havise 0), XXI. 463.Heotor, I. i. 8. 61 ; I. ii. 3. xIS; IV.
Demophoon, Demophon, XXI. 458; z81 ; XII.

s2_eRDemophon, VIII. 38o ; Demo- 93.Hel_yne, Helen, IX. 191 ; Heleyne,
phoun, VIII. 7o. I.i. 5- 7.

Diane. Diana, XVII. 587 ; XX. 472 ; Helisee, Elysium, XXIV. 119.
XXIV. 682; Dyane, VIII. 95. Henry Ourtmsntil, Henry lI. (see

Dido, V. 3zl ; XXIV. 232 ; Dydo, the note), I. ii. 7- 17; Henry (IV.),IX. axx.
IV. 358; gen. IV. 272.

Diomeid, Diomede, XVII. 43. Weroules, L ii. 7. 118 ; VIII. 344;
Dives, II. 533-
Dominike,gen.St.Dominic,s,Iii.4o6. grn. I. i._r. 87.
Dorigene, Dorigen, IX. i93. Werodos, Herod, I. i. 7.54; I. ii. 6.80.

Edward, Edward III, I. i. a_r. 9L Heater, Esther, IX. x97; Hestre, Xll.
Egypte, Egypt, I. i. 9- Ioo. 1°7"
"W..leynes, I_elen's, XlI. Zl 5. Hipsiphilee, Hypsipyle, IX. ao 4.
Elieon, Helicon,XXIV. an. Holand, Holland,XXIV. In27.
]Rueas, Aeneas, L i. 5- x29; V. 3o9; Hugest,for Hengist (0, I. ii. 7- H8.

XXIV.'233 ; Eaee, VI1L 375; IX. See note.
21,t.

Englisah, English, L iii. 4. a49. Inde, India, VIII. 35x ; XXI. 482.
_.nglond, England, XXIV. xaa6; Ipomenoe, Hippomaaes, VIII. 393-

Eng_lond, IV. 358. Isaie, Isaiah, X. xo9; gen. X. xx8.
"moy,Eous, XVIL ax2. Italy, XXIV. x228.
_.adram, Ezra, I. ii. 3. 8.
_.thios, Aethon, XVII. 213. Jaoobes, s. Jacob's, I. i. 8. 32.
Europ_, XXIV. 823; gtn. 1. i. 5. James, St. James, III. 389; XXl.

x27. 689 .
_.vo, L i. L 39; I. iii. 8. to4; V. if&photos, Japhet's, I. ii. a. to 5.

56x,365. Jason, I. i. a. 92; VIII. 37a; IX.
at4; Jasoun, V. 3o2.

Fevrier, February, IX. t. Jewes, fl. Jews, L ii. I. 45.
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JohA,_ St. John, VIII. z2; John, II. Normsndes, s._OI.Normans',I.fi. 7.i9.
226 ; gen. II. z93 ; king John, I. ii. Novembre, November, I. i. 3. 3°.
6 8t.

John de M'eun, V. 28L Octobre, October, I. i. 3. 30.
Joseph, X. 138. Ovydo, Ovid, V. 204, 246; XXIV.
Josu6, Joshua, IV. 282 ; XII. 88. 1259.
Jove, Jupiter, XXIV. 94, 820 ; Jovis,

I ii. 9- 167- Palamides, Palamedes, VIII. 33 o.
Judas, II. 6t 5 ; IIL x47. Palemoun, VIII. 368.
JudM Mschsbee, Judas Maccabeus, Pallas, I. ii. x3. 92.

XII. 88. PaxcM. s.._l, the Fates, VIII. 483.
Judith, IX. 197: XII. 1o 9. Paris, I. i. 2.92 ; I.i. 5.6 ; I.i. 8.63.
Julian, saint, XXI. 224. See note. Paulyn, Panlinus, I. iii. 2. ]9, 21.
JuLius Casar, I. i. 5- ]28; I. iii. 2. See note.

_3; Julius. IV. 28] ; VII. z68. Pegscb, s. Pegasus, VIII. 92.
Jupiter, I. i. ft. lo, 127; I. ii. 9. 1o8; Penelope, IX. 203; XII. 113.

Juppiter, XVII. _69; gen. I. i. 9' PerdicM, Perdiccas, I. ii. 2. z16; I.
68. iii. 2. 25.

Justinians, Justinian's, VI. 3. Pern_o, $. Parnassus, VIII. 93-
Peros, Pyro_is, XVII. 215.

Laban, I. L 5. 94- Peter, h.._6.% 443 ; Ken. II. 66.
Lachues, Lachesis, I. i. 6. 78. Phaeton, Phaethon, XVII. 205.
Lamuall, Lamuel, II. 434. Pharisees, _I. III. 35].
Londenoys, Londoner, I. i. 8. ]03. Phobus, Phoebus, VIII. 3, 358;
London, I.i. 6.98; I.i. 8. ]o 3. XVII. x97; the sun, XVIL 14;
Lethe, s. Lot, I. i. 8. 58 ; gin. I.i. XX. I ; XXII. 3o; (an emblem of

8. 17. the Holy Ghost), X. 83 ; gen. VIII.
Lucifer, II. zt9, 380, 833, 937; 55,597; XXIV. 88.

VIII. 5. Philegoney, Phlegon, XVII. 216.
r.ucreee, Lucretia, IX. 2eL Philobone, XXIV. 16o, 912, xo28.
Lye, Leah, I. i. 5- 95. Philogenet, XXIV. 912, xo29.

PhylLis. IX. 2o4; XXI. 457.
M_hsbeu_, IV. 282. Piramtm, Pyramus, VIIL 365 .
Maroes, _e'en.of Mars, I. ii. 4- _]6. Plato, I. ii. XL 93.
]Karoia Catoun, Marcia, daughter of Pluto. XXIV. 94-

Cato, IX. 198; XII. zl6. Polinene, Polyxena, IX. i9o ; oo_n.
Msrg,_rit, Margaret, I. i. L t9, &c. ; XII. I]o.

Margarete, V. 42z : X. ll9. Pompetm, Pompey, I. ili. 2. an.
"sc_-s, I. i. 2. x92; XVlI. 183. Porrua, Porus, I iii. 2.27.
_raximian, the poet, XXIV. 798. Poule, Paul, I. iii. 4- I2o.
"M'a_imion, Maximianus, II. 293. Prester John, XX. 202.
Medea, V. 302 ; Medea, VIII. 373; lh-ismus, gen. of Priam, I. L 2.92.

IX. 2z4; XII. 115. Pyosrdie, Picardy, XXIV. x$26.
lWelpomene, the muse, XXIV. 24.
Merourius, Mercury, XVII. 239 ; ]_mhel, I. i. 9. 95-

gen. I. iL 14. 46; Mercury, I. ii. x3. Romance of the Rose, V. 283.
92 ; XXIV. 56. _omayne, Roman, I. i. 6. 48 ; I. ii.

MetLmorphosose, Ovid's Metamor- L 14.
phoses, XXIV. 1259. See note. Rome, I. i. 5- 13e-

Minerva, XXIV. 2o. ]_,osamounde, XI. 77 ; XIII. 85.
M.irre, Myrrha, VIII. x8o. Rosiall, XXIV. 74 x, 767, Io19, 1327.

Naples, XXIV. i228. SMamoun, Solomon, I. i. 8. 74; IV.
Narchms, Narcissus, VIII. 87. 29 ; V. 199; XIII. 63; XIV. 4.
Naverne, Navarre, XXIV. 1229. Sampsoun, Samson, V. x99 ; XlII.
Nero, Lii. 3. zlo;I, ii. 6.78;I. ii. 8_;XIV. 4.

7.8; lI. 294, 125o ; VII. 174. Sm'uins, s._0l. Saracens, IV. 250.
Niobe, VIII. I78. Satan, II. x2o8.
Noe, Noah, I.i.B. 56;N_s, gen. I. Batttrn, XVII. L_ : grn. I. ii. _. 24.

i. 7.83 ; I. ik _. _o8. Seagirt, Hem-y, VII. (title).
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Selande, s. Zealand, I. i. 7. 1o8. Troy, I. i. 2. 92 ; I. i. 5. 6 ; V. 81.
See note, p. 46o. TubaU, Tubal, XXIV. I4o2.

Bonek, Seneca, Xil. 1oi. Tullius, Cicero, Xll. xoo; XXIV. 8.
8eptembre, September, XXI. I. Tullius Hostilius, VII. 166.
8ilo_, Siloam, t. ii. 14. :_o. Tytsm, s. the sun, VIIL 28 ; IX. 265 ;
Bilvester, pope, IV. 34o. XVII. 9 ; (as an emblem of Jes-sL
Bion, X. :20. X. x14.
8ondsy, Sunday, I. ii. 9. 162.
Spain, XXIV. 1226. Urye, Uriah, I. i. 8. 60; gen. I. i. 8.74.
Styx, considered as ' the pit of hell,'

L i.pr. 8o. Vslentyne, saint, IX. 4, 252.
8unlmyt, e, Shunammite, X. xx8. See Venerions, s./_/, servants of Venus,

2 Kings, iv. z2. I. ii. 14. 47.
Venus, XVII. 218; (the planet), V I11.

Thebes, VIII. 379. 614 ; g'en. VIII. 56o.
Theseus, VIII. 374- Virgil, XXIV. 1o.
Thomas, St. Thomas, If. 11. Vuloanus, Vulcan, VIII. 389.
Tisbee, Thisbe, XXI. 459.
Titus Livius, Livy, XX. 532- Wodeetok, Woodstock, XVIII. 2_45.
Tristram, VIII. 366.
_Proflus, I. iii. 4. 254 ; XII. 94 ; Zedeoreye (see note), I. i. 6. 48.

XVII. 42; XXIV. 872. Zepherus, Zephyr, VIII. 57.
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TO SOME

SUBJECTS EXPLAINED IN THE NOTES.

A large number of the Notes refer to explanations of peculiar words and
toproper names; the references to these will be found in the Glossarial Index
andin the Index of Names. A few other subjects of more general interest are
also discussed; the chief of these are indexed below. The references are to
the pages.

Arbours described, 535. Final cause, 464 .
Forget-me-not, 536.

Bell, Book, and Candle, cursing by, Friars, the, 493--6.
485 •

Birds singing the ' hours,' fi52. Geoffrey de Vinsauf. 54o.
burly, etymology of, 524. Gower's blindness, 498.
Burning of heretics, 489, 49 o, 494. Grit_n, the, 485 .

Cardinal Virtues, 479. Hengist, perhaps alluded to, 47 I.
Chaueer's death alluded to, 51o. Hercules, pillars of, 507 .
Chanter's Bo_thius, alluded to, 45 I, 'Hours,' Canonical, 552-3.

453-4, 457 -8, 461-3,466-76, 48/-3.
Anelida, 537, 543, Knot, the, defined, 468.
Book of the Duchess, 473, 530.
Canterbury Tales, 456, 503, &e. Lent, three divisions of, 52I.
Compleynt of Venus, 548-9 . Lepers, 5_3, 525 •

-- House of Fame, imitated, 467-8. Lollards, the, 464, 48.:,, 489 .
Legend of Good Women, 452, London, election of the mayor, 469.

467, 483. 5oo-I, fi37, 542-3 , 547. Lydgate's Temple of Glass, imitated,
Merciless Beaut_, 513 . 540, &c.
Rom. of the Rose, 4fi6-7, 504--6,

545, 549, 55 I. Margaret, meaning of, 475-6, 484 :
-- Troilus, 45 _, 455, 457, 459, 47 a, derivation of, 479.

48s-3, 5al-3, 525, 5ill. Maze described, 535.
Christine de Pisan, 499. nee, for men = _t,an, 45s.
Creeping to the cross, 49 o. Mottoes worn on sleeves, 536.
Cupid's arrows, 53 I- 2.

Pearl, virtues of the, 453, 475.
delermission (a false form), 476. l'eliean, the, 485.

Piers Plowman, imitated, 456-8,
Elements, the four, 462, 472. 464 --6, 477, 482-4 •
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Popes, schism of the, 487 . Romance of the Rose, 456-7, 504-6,
Prester John, 532. 545,549, 55 I.
Proverbs, Book of (quoted), 477-8.

Proverbs :--a cipher in augrim, 47o ; St. Julian's paternoster, 536-7 .
against the hair, 468 ; all day fails Sun, four horses of the, 523 ; greater
the fool's thought, 472 ; he that than the earth, 479-
hews above his head, the chips fall

in his eye, 462, 5o9 ; it may rime, Virgin, five joys of the, 5 z I.but it accords not, 466; silence
gives consent, 461 ; the habit makes
not the monk, 475 ; when bale is web anti,in, 455.
highest, boot is nighest, 473;falltre ' Week, names of the days of the,

.titre, &c., 5:6, 546; ven¢o quid 473-4.
/e_'u_, &c., 516. Worthies, the nine, 497, 514, 532.

Remember-me, 536. Zealand, 46o.

THE END.
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