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FREE TRADE.

I.

tIER MAJESTY'S SPEECH.--AMENDMENT ON THE ADDRESS.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, AUGUST 25, I84I.

[Mr. Cobden was returned to Parliament for the first time in August, z84I, as Member
for Stockport. He had previously, in z837, contested this borough. In the debate
on Mr, Barmg's Budget, who was Chancellor of the Exchequer m Lord Melbourne's
Government, Lord John Russell avowed that it was the retention of the Government
to propose a moderate fixed duty on corn, m heal of the shdmg-scale. These duties
were announced on the 7th of May, to be 8s. on _heat, Ss. on rye, 4s. 6& on barley,
and 3s. 6d on oats. On May eTth, Sir Robert Peel moved a resolution of want o_
confidence. This resolution was earned by a majorny of _ (3In to 3zi). On this,
Lord Melbourne appealed to the country. When the new Parliament met, Mr.
Wortley moved and Lord Bruce seconded an amendment to the Address, to the effect
that the Admmlstratmn did not enjoy the confidence of the country. The amend-
ment was carried by a majority of 9_ (350 to 269), and Sir Robert Peel came into
office. This statesman continued in office till he repealed those Corn-laws which he
took office to malntam.J

I l_Igl_Lsome difficulty in attempting have been sent here for such a purpose
to treat the question before the House, by what is called the ' people of Eng-
as there does not seem to be a good land.'
understanding of the position in which A recommendation has been made by
the House stands with regard to it. the Executive to this House, advising
Different opinions have been expressed us to set about the immediate reduction
as to the object for which hon. Members of taxation ; and it is accompanied by
have been sent here, and as to the ha- an assurance that not only will that re-
ture of the late general election. It has duction not impmr the revenue, but in
been said that the elections were not a crease the resources of the national Ex-

test of public opinion in reference to the chequer. That, after all, is the nature
monopohes, but merely in reference to of the message upon whmh the late

the _uestion of confidence in her Ma- Pmhament was dmsolved. But how
jestys Ministers. That opimon has can Gentlemen opposite, notwlttmtand-

bleen expressed by the right hon. Gen- ing what has been said for them, comeeman the Member for Tamworth (Sir to this House to maintain taxation in all
R. Peel), and a disposition has been its inordinate vigour and mischievous-
evinced by his followers to take it as his ness, because they wl_h for taxation in
dmtum. But we are not then sent here older to protect monopoly, as well as
to represent monopoly, and strange for the purposes of the State ? It is
would it be did the majority of this really well that all people have not be*
House authentically announce that they come enamoured of monopoly.
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There is anothel dlfficultyln address- the price of bread and provisions of
ing the House on the present occasion, every description, and I will not allow
We are told that the question is not it to be saldwlthout denying it, that the
whether the Corn-laws shall be repealed three millions of people who have pe-
or monopoly abated, but whether the tltloned the House for the total repeal
amendment upon the Address shall be of those taxes are not sincere in their
agreed to ; and hon. Gentlemen oppo- prayer. \Yhat are those taxes upon
site, in discussing that question, talked food? They are taxes levied upon the
of the wars in Syria and China, and of gleat body of the people, and hon.
file affairs of Canada and .New York, Gentlemen opposite, who show such
but never once touched upon those sympathy for the wolking classes ariel
questions which had been recommended they have made them paupers, cannot
to their consideration, and with a view deny my right to ctanu on their behalf
to a dimmntion of the burdens of the that those taxes should be a plhnary
people. But while I give hon. Gentle- consideration. I have heard them
men oppo_:te cledlt fol their discretion called protections ; but taxes they are,
in excluding tho_e important topics flora and taxes they shall be in my mouth, as
the discussion, I see no reason why hon. long as I have the honour of a seat in
Gentlemen on my q:de of the House, this House. The bread-tax is a tax
who feel that such questions as the prlmarflylevieduponthepoorerclasses;
Corn-laws are of greater mte:est to the it i_ a tax. at the lowest estimate, of 4o
people than the Chinese or Syrian wars, pel cent. above the price we should pay
or any other remote subject of the kind, if there were a free trade in corn. The
should not declare their views upon report upon the handloomweavers puts
thosequest:ons; orwhy, lf the speeches down los. as the estimated weekly
from my side of the House are to meet earnings of a faintly, and states that m
with no response on the other, we should all parts of the United Kingdom tilat
not discharge our duty towaids the peo- wdl be found to be not an unfair esti-
ple, and pay that respect and deference mate of the earnings of every labomer's
to her Majesty to which she is entitled, family. " It moreover states, that out of
by cahnly cons:delmg those questions IOs. each family expends 5s. on bread.
and stating our opinions upon them. I The tax of 4° per cent. is, therefore, a
believe it was customary, nnder the old tax of 2s. upon every labouring man's
rdgzme, partlculally with the Conser_a- family earning lOs. a week, or 2o per
rive party in thl_ House, to treat the cent. upon their ealnmgs. How does
Speech from the Tllrone as something it operate as we proceed upwards in
very nearly appertaining to monarclncal society? The man with 40s. a week
dignity. I do not think it was custom- pays an income-tax of 5 per cent.; the
ary, unless with very great reason, to man of 250f. a year pays but I per
drag in the Ministers of the day, but cent. ;'and the nobleman, or millionaire,
rather to respond to the Speech fiom with an income of 2oo,ooof. a year, and
the Throne as something connected whose family consumes no more blead
with royal dignity, and entitled to that than that of the agricultmal labourer,
calm discussion which hon. Gentlemen pays less than one halfpenny in every
opposite are not willing to accord to the Iood [Laughter.] I know not whether
most gracious and, since the time of the laugh is at the monstrous character
Alfred, the most popular monarch of of the case, or the humble individual
these realms, who states it ; but I repeat that the tax

It has beeu sa:d that the people of upon the nobleman is less than one half-
England are not sincere in seeking for penny per cent., while upon the poor
a total repeal of the food tax. With all mall's family it was 20/. per cent. I am
sincerity, I declare that I am for the sm'e there is not an hon. _,_[emberin the
total repeal of those taxe_ which affect House who would dare to bring in a bill
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to levy an income-tax on all grades of whose great and incessant services I, in
society upon a scale similar to this, and common with millions of my fellow-
yet I maintain that the bread-taxis such countrymen, feel grateful -- when he
a tax, and is levied not for the purposes proposed that the case of those millions
of the State, but for the benefit of the should be heard at the bar, had the pro-
richest portion of the community. That posmon scouted and spurned ; and that,
is a fair statement of the tax upon bread, when they had demed them a hearing,
I can sympathise with the incredulity they proceeded to misrepresent their
of hon. Gentlemen opposite, but if they motives. I will state the case as given
knew the case as it really is, and. felt it by the noble Lord hm_self. If he can
as they would if they did know it, they be in error m appreciating the merits
would also feel that they could not he of the question, with all his bnlhant
down to rest in comfort or safety if they talents, other hon. Gentlemen opposite
voted for such a tax. With the excep- will excuse me if I believe that they also
tlon of England and of Holland, in no are in error. The case was stated by
country has any Government, however the noble Lord thus :--Those who ad-
distressed, ever yet resorted to the vocate a repeal of the Corn-laws have
monstrous injustice of levying a tax again and aganl announced that their
upon bread. Gentlemen will point to object is to exchange the produce of
file laws affecting the Importation of their industry for the productions of all
coin in France, Spain, and the United other countries, and that alt duties for
States of America ; but m those conn- protection (so called) lewed upon artl-
tries they export corn upon an average, cles in the manufacture of which they
one year with another, and therefore no are engaged, should be hkewise re-
Import duty could operate with them as moved, and a free and unfettered rater-
with us. course established between all the coun-

But it is said that the working classes tries of the earth, as was clearly the
have some compensation--some protec- design of nature. But we were told by
tlon extended to them by this law. the noble lord the Member for Nortll
Hon. Gentlemen on the other side have Lancashire that this means the reduc-

talked largely at the hustings of their tion of wages. If I know anything, it
determination to protect the poor ; and means increased trade, and the clauu of
the noble Lord (Stanley) opposite, at a right, besides, to exchange our manu-
the election for North Lancashire, factures for the corn of all othel coun-
eagerly propounded this doctrine of tries, by which we should very much
protection. I have heard the noble increase the extent of our trade. How
Lord with my own ears ; his case of can this be done, unless by an increased
protection to the labourer was that amount of labour ? How can we call
which I will now unfold. The noble into requisition an incleased demand for
Lordsaid that themanufaetmerswanted labour without also increasing the rate
to repeal the Corn-taws because they of wages?
wanted to reduce the rate of wages ; Another prevailing fallacywas mixed
that, unless by the repeal of the bread- up w_th the noble Lord's statement
tax they reduced wages, they could nol The object, he said, was to reduce
be better able to compete with foreign- wages, so as to enable our manufac-
ers ; and that if they did, it could be no turers to compete with foleigners. I
benefit to the working man. Let me mamtain that we do now compete with
remind the House, that the panes who them ; that we now sell our manufac-
have so patiently struggled for three tures in neutral markets in competmon
years past for a hearing at your bar, ,_ith other countries ; that we now sell
have never been allowed to state their them, in New York, for instance, in
case ; that the hou. Member for Wol- competition with all the other countries
verhampton (Mr. Charles Vdhers)--for of the eaith. You talk of plotecUon to

B 2
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the home producer, but it should ever last in bnngmg our commerelal and
be remembered that it is the foreign manufacturing population down to the
market which fixes the price of the home same pitch to which you have reduced
market. Would any man think of our agriculturists, and then these mer-
sending to a distance of 3,ooo miles chants and manufacturers may come
articles for which he could find a better forward and give alms to the wretched
market at home ? I see in this fallacy men in their employment ; then it will
of wages that which is at the bottom of perhaps be said that 'with the increase
all the opposition to the lepeal of the m the pace of food arises an increase in
Corn-laws. There are many conscien- the rate of wages.' It _qll be doled out
tious upholders of the present system as an alms, as a mere act of chanty, and
who support them in the supposition not because the working man, as a free
that they maintain the rate of wages. I agent, is entitled, in return for his labour,
see no relation between the price of to a decent subsistence.
food, or of any other article of con- I wdl now dismiss the question of
sumption, and the pace of labour, in wages, though it is one which I must
its wholesome, natural state. In Cuba, say should be again and again mooted
or in the slave-holding states of Ame- in thin House. I now come to the con-
riea, I can imagine the price of labour sideratlon of that all-important subject
to be affected by the price of food. I --the existing state of our manufactur°
can imagine the slave-holder sitting ing and agncuhural labourers--which
down and estimating the value of her- has already called forth your sympathy,
rings and rice. In his case, the price and to which I must again direct your
of labour at his command is affected attention. I have lately had an oppor-
clearly by the price of provisions, tunity of obtaining, by peculiar means,

There is another stage in the labour access to a report about the state of the
market--I refer to labourers in the agri- labouring population in all parts of the
cultural districts--where the amount of country. A highly important Convoca-
wages has reached the very minimum, tion was held m Manchester a week ago,
according to their habits of hfe. These consisting entnely of the mimsters of
unfortunate men are told that their lehgion. [Iromcal cheers.] I under-
wages will rise as the price of provisions stand those cheers. I wdl not pause in
advances. Why? Is it because the high my statement of facts, but will say a
pace of prowsions increases the demand word upon that subject when I have
for labour, or is it done fiom pure done. I have seen at Manchester a
charity> But Ieometothat stateofthe body of ministers of all relig*ous per-
labour market under which--and God suasions--not 62o, as has been stated,
knows how long it will continue under but 65o in number--assembled together
such legislation--the various products of flora all parts of the country, at an ex-
our manufacturing industry are called pense of from 3,oooL to 4,oooL, which
into existence, and there, I assert, with- was borne by their respeeUve congrega-
out fear of contradiction, that the rate tions. Those clergymen gathered, not
of wages has no more connection with from Yorkshire or Lancashire only--not
the price of food than with the moon's from Derby or Chesh,re only--but fiom
changes. There _t depends entirely on every county of Great Britain--from
the demand for labour ; there the price Ca_thness to Cornwall,--aud stated the
of food never becomes an ingredient in most _mportant facts relating to the
testing the value of labour. There the labouring population in their various
labour market is, happily, elastic, and distncts. I have had an opportumty of
will become mole so, if you leave it un- examining those statements. I will not
fettered. But if you continue to legls- trespass on the timeand attention of the
late in the spirit by which you have so House by going into those statements
long been animated, you will succeed at in detail ; but I will state generally,
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that, from both the manufacturing and house of God at night, wrapped up in a
agricultural districts, there was the cloak or an outside coat, when a shade
most ummpeachable testimony that the was thrown over their misery--when I
condition of the great body of her Ma- heard that others were unfitted to re-
jesty's labouring subjects had deterior- crave spiritual consolanon because of
ated wofully within the last ten years, their being so plunged in physical des-
and more especially so wlthln the thlee tltutlon ; that the Sunday-schools were
years last past ; and fmthermore, that falhng off, because their congregations
m propomon as the price of the food of could not attend--when I heard these
the people had increased, just so had things, and was further assured that the
their comforts been dlmimshed. I have provisions monopoly is at the bottom of
seen statements derived from the reports all the m_sery under which these poor
of infirmaries and workhouses, from people labour, I cannot conscientiously
savings' banks and prLsons ; and all say that those ministers wele out of their
alike bore testlmony, clear and indublt- place. When they who sit m high
able, that the eondmon of the great places are oppressive and unjust to the
mass of her Majesty's subjects m the poor, I am glad to see that there are
lower ranks of hfe is rapidly detenorat- men amongst us who, hke 1N-athan of
ing ; that they are now m a worse con- old, can be found to come forward and
dit_on, and recmwng less wages ; and exclaim, 'Thou art the man I' The
that their distress and misery result m a religions people of the country have re-
greater amount of disease, destitution, volted Dgamst the infamous injustice of
and crime than has ever been witnessed that bread-tax, whmh is condemned by
at any former period of the history of theimmutablemorahtyoftheScriptures.
this country. They have prepared and signed a petl-

One word in reference to the jeers tionto this House, m which they declare
with whmh the mentmn of this Con- that these laws are a violation of the
vocatmn has been received. I do not will of the Supleme Being, whose pro-
come here to vindicate the conduct of wdence watches over His fanushing
those Christian men in hawng assembled children. You may rdy upon it that
to take thls momentous subject into their the time abounds with momentous
consideration. The partms who _fll signs. It is not those 65o ministers
more fitly judge them are thmr own only, but 1,5oo ministers of the Gos-
congregations. Atthat Convocation we peI, whose letters have been read at
had members of the Estabhshed Church the Manchester meeting, and who send
and of the Church of Rome, Independ- up thmr prayms to Heaven daily and
ants, Baptists, members of the Church hourly that it may be the will of I-Iml
of Scotland, Secedels, Methodists, and who rules both pnnees and potentates
every other denomination with which I to tmn their hearts to justme and
am acquainted. If hon. Gentlemen are mercy.
disposed to impugn the character of And now, having told you what has
these reverend individuals, they will be been done by these men, and in what
at the same time castinga reproach and spirit they have proceeded, we cannot
a stigma on the great body of dissenting for a moment doubt that these men were
Christmns m this country, m earnest ; nmther can we doubt that

It may be thought that these reverend these are men to make very efficmnt
persons were travelhng out of their pro- enussaries m th_s great cause. Re-
wnce. But when 1 heard these worthy member what has been done m the
men telling their tales of saddening Ant>Slavmy questmn. Where is the
misery--when I heard them state that difference between steahng a man and
membms of their congregations would makmg him labour, on the one hand,
keep away from their places of worqhlp or robbing voluntary labourers, on the
m the morning, and steal out to the othm, of the fruits of their labour?



fi SPEI_CHES OF RICHARD COBDEN. AUG. 25,

The noble Lord opposite (Lord Stan- particularise--when I find an illustrious
ley) knows somethnlg of the abIhty of Duke stating that the condition of the
these men to give efficacy to their strong labouring population in this country is
convictions. When the noble Lord enviable compared with that of any other
proposed his Emancipation BIII m 1833, population in Europe, and that every
he broadly stated, that from the moment labouring man in this country, who has
that the religious community took up industry and sobrietyto recommend him,
tile question, floin that moment it was can attam to a competence--what, I
settled. I beheve that the result wlllbe ask, will be the feelings of the country
the same heie. at large upon hearingsucha declaratlon_

Let me rcimnd lion. Members of the Are hon. Gentlemen disposed to respond
quahtle_ which pervade the minds of to that sentiment, and accept it as their
their countrymen. They have gieat own _ Let them remember that about
deference foi power and rank, and ie- ten years since the same illustrious re-
spect for wealth--peIhaps too much ; dlvidual stated that the old borough-
they have a most profound attachment mongenng Parliament, under which we
to the laws and mstltutmns of the coun- then suffered, was the perfection of
tiT. But it must be remembered that human wisdom. Yes ; and I shall not
there is another attribute pecuhar to be surprised if this doctrine of yester-
tile minds of Englishraen--a veneration day, meeting a similar and still more re-
for aacred thmgs, far beyond their defer- mmkable fate, may be the forerunner of
ence to human authority. Oncemfiinge a far gleater change than that contem-
upon that, and them respect for you and plated by her Majesty's Ministers.
yours wilt vamsh like chaff in the whiff- Let me, before I sit down, say one
wind. What must be the feehng of the word to the right hon. Baronet (Sir R.
country when they find upon tlus oeca- Peel) opposite. I have heard some al-
sion that the most kind, and benevolent, lusmns made hele to the opinions of Mr.
and geneious recommendation of her Huskisson. The rIghthon. Baronet the
MaJesty, that you should take tile Corn- Member for Tamworth _s fond of ap-
laws into your wl_e considelatmn, with pearmg under the sanction of that d_s-
a xiew to rehevmg the heavy bm'dens tmgmshedstatesman. Iammostanxmu_
under wlneh her poor people suffer, of that he should not fall into the errol of
dinumshing labour and insufficient food appearing m his cast-off garments, and
--_hat wdl be said by the country at fancying hlmself anayed m his mantle
large when they find thi_ glaclous re- --that when he gives us the last will and
commendation flom the Crown scouted testament of that distinguished state>-
and sconxcd by the majority of this man, he should know that an important
House ? What will be their feelings of codicil was added to that will, wlnch I
indIgalatlon when they find a questmn of will now present him. I heard Mr.
this magmtude treated as of secondaly Huskisson's opimon in 1828 quoted. It
importance to the queatmn whether a is deeply to be lamented that after that
gentleman with a white hat, on that period he sanctioned, by joining the
side, or a gentleman with a black hat, Duke of Wellington's Administration,
on this side of tile Itouse, shall hold the a line of policy to whmh he had strongly
patronage of office? The people of objected. But when he spoke last m
this country will regard the transaction the House on the subject of the Corn-
--if Palhamentar 3, language will pernnt laws, on the 25th of March, I83O, upon
me to say so--as the most factious pro- the occasion of Mr. Poulett Thomson's
ccedIng which has ever characterised motion on the subject, Mr. Huskisson
the conduct of this ttouse, gave his opinion in these terms --' It is

If I turn to a declaratmn made else- my dtstlnct conviction that we cannot
where--m a place which, in conformity maintain the present Corn-laws, and at
with the _ules of the IIouse, I _.dl not the same time maintain the permanent
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prosperity and prevalent contentment of from the period of I83I to I836 there
the country. That these laws may be was an extension of the banking system
repealed without injury to our landed in this country, mcieaslng the number
interests is my firm belief.' Hereis the of banks by nearly ioo, and extending
last codmll to the will of Husklsson. I their capital by nearly 6o, ooo, oool.
protest m his name, in many respects The increase of the export and home
illusmous, though not ofumform bright- tlade thus facutiously cleated, accom-
hess, against the misrepresentation of pained with a foltmtous serms of unex-
his opinion. When Mr. Husklsson ampled harvests, created a _tateof pros-
spoke in I83o--and I would strongly perlty which enabled the Govelnment of
lccommend the whole of that speech to the day to move tranquilly on in carrying
hon. Members' attentive perusal--there the Reform Bill and amending the Poor-
was by no means the same amount of law ; but it was a ficuuoua plospcnty.
distress prevalent as that from which the Has the right hon. Baronet, then,
country Is now suffering, nor was there any plan--I will not ask hnn to divulge
anything like the same gloom in her it at present--but has he any plan by
prospects. But if Mr. Husklsson spoke which, in I84I , he can raise up a leal
so despondingly then, what would he prosperity in the country? If not, can
have said had he lived in I84I, and seen he hope even to raise up a factitious
the accumulated difficulties under which piospenty) If so, it will only lead to
the country now labours,--if, instead of a recoil which wdl be mfimtely more
the Bank of England, with xo, ooo, oool. disastrous than that under which we ale
or I2,ooo, ooo/. of treasure, and money now suffering.
in abundance at 3 per cent., he saw Thank God, 2_hnlster_ in this country
scarcely half that amount of treasure, require money, and glad I am that they
and the interest raised to 5 per cent. ? cannot get it but tlnough the prosperity
What would have been his oplmon of of the trading and manufactnrmg inter-
the Corn-laws, had he lived to see all ests The landholder who spends his
these things accomphshed ? I am money in Pans or Naples cannot find
earnestly lmpressedby a desire to record revenue for the Minister. The revenue
his solemn conviction on this subject, flourishes when the trading and coin-

The right hon. Baronet opposite pos- mercIal commumty are prosperous, and
sesses at this moment the power to do when the farmers are crying out under
immense service to his country. Let excessive distress ; and, on the other
the right hon. Baronet refer back to hand, just in proportion as the tand-
I83o , and consider what were then the owner feels prosperous on account of
circumstances of the country, compaled the starvation of the millions, the re-
with what they are now. What _s the venue of the State falls off.
cause of our elevation from that pros- Having made these few remarks,
tratlon to which the country had fallen though not, I must be allowed to say,
in I83O ? It was clearly not a natural in a party spirit (for I call myself neither
or legitimate trade which then sprung Wing nor Tory ; I am a flee-trader, and
up. From I83I to I836 the increase of such I shall always be Ieady to avow
our expolts, compared with our imports, myself), I have only, m conclusion, to
amounted to 2o,ooo, oool. official value observe, that while I am pioud to re.-
But all these goods wine sent to Ame- knowledge the virtue of the W'hlg
nca, where they were neither sold nor Ministry m coming out flora the ranks
consumed, but despatched in exchange of the monopohsts, and advancing three
for bank and railway shaies, and State parts out of four towards my own posl-
bonds. That _snot legmmate tlade ; it tlon, yet, ff the right hon. Baronet op-
l_ over-speculaUon ; the goods are not poslte advances one step farther, I will
paid for. be the first to meet half way and shake

It should be borne in mind, too, that hands with him.
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CORN-LAWS .-- MR. VILLIERS' ANNUAL MOTION.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, FEBRUARY 24, I842.

[On Feb. I8, r842, Mr. Vllhers proposed his annual motion, to the effect, ' that all
dutles payable on the importation of corn, grain, meal, and flour, do now cease and
determine.' After five days' debate, the motion was neganved by a majority of 303
(393 to 9o1, on Feb. 24 Mr. Cobden was one of the tellers. The ynajonty of the
Conservame palty ",oted or paired ; but _o8 of the Opposmon were absent On the
last day of tile debate, Mr Ferrand, Member for Knaresborough, made a violent
i,e_onal attack on l_Ir. Cobden. In explanation, Mr. Cobden stated, once for all,
that he intended never to be driven into personal altercation with any Member of the
House He was advised by Mr. Byng, then the senior Member of the House, to be
utterly indifferent to Mr. Ferrand's personalities. Shortly after the rejection of Mr.
Vllhers' motlon, S_r R Peel made certain alterations in the shdmg-scale, the maxi-
mum dutles on wheat, barley, rye, oats, peas, and beans, from forelgn countries,
bemg cos, _rs, Hs. 6d, 8s, and iis 6d. the quarter, and from British colomes, 5s,
_s. 6d, 3y, 2_., and Ss. , a shflhng duty being payable when wheat rose to 73s ,
barley to 37s., oats to 27s., rye, peas, and beans, to 4a$, ffthe corn was of foreign
origin, while, if colonial corn were imported, the shllhng duty commenced on wheat
at 58s, and a 6d. duty on barley at 3_cs, oats at 3SS., rye, peas, and beans at 34s.
Slm31ar duties were to be levied on meal and flour.]

IF the hon. Gentleman (Sir Howard pied our attention much and often, but
Douglas) who has just sat down will gave very l_tfle has been said on the questmn
the House another promise, that when really before the House. I may venture
he speaks he will always speak to the to say that not one speaker on the other
subject, the House will have a more s_de of the Househas yet grappled with
satisfactory prospect of his future ad- the questmn so ably propounded by my
dresses. I have sat here seven nights, hon. Friend, which is--How far, how
hstemng to the dIscussion on what should just, how honest, and how expedient it
have been the question of the Corn- was to have any tax whatever laid upon
laws, and I must say that I think my the food of the people) That is the
hon. Friend the Member for Wolver- questmn to be decided ; and when I
hampton (Mr. C. Vflliers) has just heard the right hon Baronet (Sir R,
grounds for complaint, that in all those Peel) so openly express his sympathy for
seven nights scarcely two hours have the working classes of this country, I
been given to the su'bject of the bread- expected that the right hon. Baronet
tax Our trade with China, the war in would not have fimshed his last speech
Syria, the bandying of comphments be- on this question without at least giving
tween parties and partisans, have occu- some httle consideratmn to the claims
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of the winking man m connection with never have passed that Cam Bdl
the Corn-laws. Every party in the House was then de-

To this view of the subject I will luded : but there was one palty, that
therefore proceed to call the attentlon of most intmested, the walking classes,
file Committee ; and I call upon hon. who were not deluded. The gleat mut
Gentlemen to meet me upon neutral titude of the nation, without the aid of
ground in discussing the question in learning, said--with that intuitive and
connection with the interests of those instructive sagacity which had given rise
workmg classes, who have no represent- to the adage, ' The voice of the people
aUves in this House. While I hear is the voice of God '--what the effect of
herein strong expressions of sympathy the measure would be upon wages, and
for those who have become paupers, I therefore it was, that when that law was
will ask hon. Gentlemen to give some passed this House was sunounded by
attention to the case of the hard-work- the multitudes of London, whom you
mg man before tie reaches that state of were compelled to keep fi am your doors
abject pauperism in which he can only by the point of the bayonet. Yes, and
lecture sympathy. In reading the de- no sooner was thelaw passed than there
bates upon the passing of the first alose disturbances and_ tumults everv-
stringent Corn-law of 1814, I am much where, and in London bloodshed alid
struck to find that all parties who took murder ensued ; for a coroner's jury re-
part in that &scussion were agreed upon turned a verdict of wilful murdel against
one polnt,--lt was that the prlceoffood the soldiers who were called out and
regulated the rateofwages. That prin- flied upon the people. The same hos-
mple "_as laid down, not by one side of tihty to the measure spread throughout
the House, but by men of no mean emi- the whole of the north of England ; so
nence on each side, and of course of that then, from the year 1815 down to
opposite opinions in other respects. 1819, when thememolahlemeetmgwas
Mr. Homer and Mr. Baring, Mr. F. hddatPeter's-fieldinblanchester, there
Lewis, the present Lord Western, Mr never was a great pubhc meeting at
(now Sir) G. Philips, wele all agreedon which there were not home banners
that head, though some advocated and inscribed with the words ' No Corn-
others opposed the measure. One of laws.'
the speakers, indeed, went so far as to There was no mistake m tile minds of
make a laboured computation to show the multitude then, and let not hon.
the exact pioportlon which the price of Gentlemen suppose that there is any
food would bear to the rate of wages, now. The people may not be crying
The same delusion existed out of dams out exclusively for the repeal of the
too. A petition was presented to the Corn-laws, because they have looked
House m I815, signed by the most m- beyond that question, and have seen
telhgent of the manufactmmg and work- greater evils even than this, which they
mg classes, praying that the Corn Bill wish to have remedied at the same time ;
might not be passed, because it would and, now that the cries for ' Universal
so raise the rate of wages, that the Suffrage' and 'The Charter'ale heard,
mamlfacturers of this country would not let not hon. Gentlemen deceive them-
be able to compete with the manufac- selves by supposing that, because the
turers abroad. In reading the debates members of the Anti-Corn-law League
of that date, I have beenfilled with the have sometimes found themsdves get-
deepest sorrow to find haw those who tmg into collision with the Chartlsts,
passed that measure were deluded. But that therefore the Chartlsts, or the work-
I believe that they were labouring under ing men generally, were favourable to
an honest delusion. I firmly believe, the Corn-laws. If one thing is more
that if they had been cognisant of the surprising than others in the facts which
facts now before the Ilouse, they would I have mentioned, it is to find in this
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House, whele lecturers of all things in any populous place, from Calais to
the world are so much decried, fhe _g- Vienna, and we should not visit any city
norance which prevails upon this ques- w_th Io, ooo inhabitants without finding
tion amongat hon. Members on the other Engh_hmen who are eaining thrice the
side of the House. [Oh ! oh!] Yes. I wages the natives earn, and yet their
have never seeuthelr_gnorance equalled employers declare that they are the
amongst any equal number of working cheapebt labourers. Yet we are told
men m the North of England. Do you that the object of the repeal of the Corn-
think that the fallacy of I8I 5, whmh I laws _s to lower wages here to the level
heald put forth so boldly last week, that of continental wages.
wages rose and fell with the price of Have low wages ever proved the
bread, can now prevail m the minds of prosperity of our manufactures? In
working men, after the experience of the every period when wages have dropped,
last three years ? Has not the price of it has been found that the manufacturing
bread been higher during that time than mtm est dropped also ; and I hope that
for any three consecutive years for the the manufacturers will have credit for
last twenty years ? And yet trade has taking a rather more enhghtened view
suffeied a greater dechne m eve_T b_anch of thei_ own interest than to conclude
of industry than m any preceding thIee that the unpover_bhinent of the multi-
years. Still there are hon. Gentlemen tude, whoare the great consumers of all
on the other s_de of the House, with the that they produce, could ever tend to
Reports of Committees in existence and promote the prosperity of our mantffae-
before them pmwng all this, prepared tmers. I will tell the House, that by
to support a bill, which, m their lgnor- detelioratmg that populatmn, of which
ante--for I cannot call it anything else they ought to be so proud, they will
--they believe will keep up the price of Iun the 11sk of spoiling not merely the
labour, ammal but the intellectual creature, and

I am told that the price of labour m that it is not a potato-fed race that will
other countries is so low that we must ever lead the way m arts, arms, or corn-
keep up the price of bread here, to pie- merce. To have a useful and a pros-
vent wages going down to the same peious people, we must take care that
level. But 1 am prepared to prove, they are well fed.
from documents emanating from this But to come to the assumption that
House, that labour lscheape_ here than the manufacturers do want to reduce
in other countries. I hear a sound of the rate of wages, and that the Corn-
d_ssent; but I would ask those who d_s- law _ill keep them up, we are st_ll
sent, do they consider the quality of the going to pass a law whmh will tax the
labour ? By this test, _hich is the only food of our industrious and hard-wolk-
fmr one, it will be proved that the la- ing people ; and what must be the
bour of England is the cheapest labour result ? The right hon. Baronet, in
in the world The Committee on answer to a fallacy so often uttered on
machinery, last session but one, demon- the other side of the House, said, ' We
strated that fact beyond all d_spute, do now compete with the foreigner • we
They reported that labour on the con- export to the extent of 4o, ooo, ooo/. or
tinent was actually dearer than m Eng- 50, ooo, oool. a year.' That is true ; but
land in every branch of industry, how ? By taxmg the bones and muscles
Spinners, manufacturers, machine-rank- of the people to double the amount of
ers, all agreed that o_e Englishman on good supposed to be done to them by
the Continent was worth three native the Corn-laws. A double weight being
workmen, whether m Germany, France, put upon them, they are told to run a
or Belgium. If they are not, would race with the labourers of Germany and
Enghshmen be found m every large France. We exult in a people who
to_al on the Continent ? Let us go to can lahore to ; but [ wouM ask, with
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Mr. Deacon Hume, Whose a,-e the tlouse give vely nice descriptions of
enelgies which belonged to the British themselves, under the head of Mr.
people, their own ploperty or that of Cay]ey, M.P. for North Yolkshire
others? Think you, that for giving {p. I34), the following ently:--_Is an
them an opportunity merely to strive advocate for such a eomscof legislation,
and struggle for an existence, you may with regald to agriculture, as will keep
take one-half of what they earn? Is wheat at 643. per quarter, new milk
that doing justice to the high-mettled cheese at flora 52¢. to 6os. pet cwt,
racer ? You do not treat your horses wool and butter at Is per lb. each, and
so ; you give them food, at all events, other produce in proportion.'
in proportion to their strength and their Now it is all vely amusing, exceed-
toll. But Enghshmen, actually, are ingly amusing, to find stdl that there
woise treated ; tens of thousands of are gentlemen, at lalge, too, who will
them were last winter worse off than rogue that Parliament should interpose
your dogs and your horses, and fix the price at whteh they should

Well, what is the pretence upon sell thelr own goods. That is very
which yon propose to tax them ? We amnsmg indeed ; but when we find the
have been told by the right hon. Gentle- Prm]e Mimster of thls great country
man that his object _ to fix a certain coming down to l)arhament and avow-
price for corn: and hearing that pro- ulg such a plmclple, it becomes any-
position from a Prime 5hmster, and thing but amusing. I wdl ask the right
hstening to the debates, I have been hon. Baronet, is he prepaled to carry
almost led to believe that we are gone out th_s principle in respect to cotton
back to the times of the Edwards, when and wool ? I pause for a reply.
Palhament was engaged m fixing the [Sir R. Peel: ' I have said that it
price of a table-cloth, or a napkin, or was lnrposslble to fix the plice of food by
a palr of shoes. But is this House a any legMatlve enactment.']
corn-market? Is not your present occu- Then upon what are we now Iegl_-
pahon better fitted for the merchant latmg? I thank the right hon. Baronet
and the exchange? We do not act m for that avowal. Will he oblige me
th,s way with respect to cotton, or iron, still furthe_ by not trying to do it ? But
or copper, or tin. But how are we to suppoaing he will by, all I ask of him
fix the price of corn? The right hon. is--and again I shall pause for a reply
Baionet, taking the average of ten years --will he try to legislate to keep up the
at 56r. IOd., proposes to keep the price pnce of cotton% woollens, silks, and
of wheat at from 543. to 58s. Now such like goods? There is no leply.
Lold Willoughby D'Eresby will not be Then we have come to this, that we are
content with less fllan 58s. Some hon. not leglslating for the universal people.
Members opposite are for the same Here is the simple, open avowal, that
price at the lowest ; and I see by the we are met here to legislate for a class
newspapers that the Duke of Bucking- against the people. I do not marvel,
ham, at a meeting of farmers held at thelefore, though I have seen it w_th
Aylesbury on the preceding day, said the deepest regret and indignation, that
the price ought to be 6os. But there Is the House has been surrounded during
one hon. Gentleman, whom I hope I this debate by an immense body of the
shall have the pleasure to hear by-and- police force. (A laugh.) I cannot let
by go more into detail as to the market this subject drop with a laugh. It is
price whmh he intends to secure for hls no laughing business to those who have
commodity m the market. I see m no wheat to sell, and no money to put-
that htfle but very useful book, the chase food to sustain hfe.
P_rhamentary Companion, which coB- I will refer the House to the great
tams most accurate mfommtion, and m fall in the price of cotton. At this day,
which some of the Membels of this in Manchester, the price of that article
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is 3° per cent less than It was ten years tailed, that will satisfy the starving
back. It IS the same with respect to people of this country, and convince
iroinnongery. During the average of them that a bandof dishonest confeder-
the last ten yeals It ha, also fallen 3° per ates had not been leagued together for
cent., and yet with thl_ great reduction the purpose of upholding the interests
of price the man engaged as an iron- of one body against the general good of
monger is to take his goods and to ex- the country.
change them with the agriculturist for We have been told that the land of
the produce of the land at the piesent this country is subjected to peculiarly
high price of corn. Is this fair and heavyburdens? But what is the nature of
reasonable _ Can it be caIled ]e_- _'nne burdens ? A facetious gentleman
latlon at all? Sure I am that it is not near me has attempted an explanation
honest legaslatlon. It is no answer to of this matter, and has declared that
this argument, if the Prune Mimster of ' the heavy burdens ' meant only heavy
this country comes forward and declares mortgages. The country has a right to
that be has not the power to obviate expect that the right hon. Baronet will
this evil, yet It is not too much to inform the House what those burdens
asselt that the man placed m that high are to which the landed interest is ex-
and responsible situation should step posed. When questioned on this point,
foiward to stay the progress of such the right hon. Baronet states that there
unjust and partml legislation exist a variety of opinions on the sub-

i have only yet touched the skirts of ject ; and that is the only explanation
the question. I uould remind the that can be obtained. I boldly declare
Itouse that it will not be a laughing that for every one burden imposed on
question befme it is settled. I would the land I am able to show ten exemp-
ask the right hon. Baronet whether, tIons.
wliil_t fixing the scale of piices for I will refer to the speech of the hon.
wheat, he intends to introduce to the Meinber for Renfrewsh_re (Mr. Stewart).
ttouse a sliding scale for wages as well? He complained of the delay whmh had
I know only one class of the commumty occurred m obtaining a return moved
whose wages aIe secured by the sliding for some time back with reference to the
scale, and those are the clergy of this land-tax to which the land abroad was
countiy. I would ask what is to be subjected. I should hke to know why
done _lth the artisan ; I know that I our Consuls abroad have not made some
_hall be told that a re_olution has been official rctuin on the _ubject. They
passed declaring that the scale of wages surely might have forwarded the Govern-
cannot bekept up. I am well acquainted merit the desired information. Being
with the answer which the poor dis- without any official intelligence on this
tressed hand-looin weavels got when point, it will not bern my power to give
they addressed the House and claimed the House any explicit reformation on
Its protection. They were told that the the subject. W_th reference to the
House had been studying pohtlcal land-tax in France, it has been stated
economy, and that the weavers had en- by M. Humann, In the Chamber of
tlrely mistaken their position, and that Deputies, that the land-tax paid in
their wages could not be maintained up France was 25 per cent. upon the value
to a certain price. That was the answer of the soil, and equal to 4° per cent.
which tho_e poor men received. Why, of the whole revenue of the country.
I will ask, should a law be passed to In this country the land-tax amounts
keep up the price of wheat, whilst you to 1,9oo, oool. , and the value of the
admit that wages cannot be also sus- landed property, as stated by one of
tamed at a ceItain price? It is not your own men, Mr. Macqueen, was
complmated statistics, leained references about 230,ooo,oool. This tax is but a
to autholltlCS, or figures nmely dove- mere fraction compared to the duty
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levied in this country on the poor man's out to them. The peop|e are the best
tobacco. I think that if the right hon. judges upon that point.
Baronet does not soon propound als The light hon. BaIonet has been
•clews on this subject to the House, he guilty of having made contradictory
will be treating them with great dis- statements with reference to the con-
respect, d_tion of the hand-loom weavers. What

I look back to the past debate with is the state of the poor in Ireland? I
feelings not altogether devoid of saris- refer to the work of Mr. Inglis. That
faction. Many lmportaut admissions gentleman declared, at the conclusion of
have been made. I never heard it ad- his publication, that one-thnd of the
mltted, untll the right hon. Baronet people ofheland are pertshing forwant
made the admission, that the tax upon of the common necessaries of life.
food actually contributes to the revenue I have heard other admissions during
of the proprietors of the land. What the debate, some of a very startling
are the peculiar burdens imposed on character, with reference to which I wdl
land which led to the introducUon of make an observation. It has been
the present tax on corn? I have a affirmed by the light hon. Baronet the
right to demand an answer on this Paymaster of the Forces(SirE. Knatch-
point. The only plea for levying such bull), that a tax upon corn is necessary
a tax is to benefit one class of society, in order to enable the landed interest to

It has been admitted by the head of maintain their rank m society. I do
the Government that this country never not think that the noble Lord (Stanley)
can be entirely independent of the who sits near the right hon. Baronet
foreign grower of corn ; that our state the Paymaster of the Forces, is dealing
was a kind of supplementary depend- fatrly by the people of England. It was
ence ; that in some years we must look very justly observed some years ago by
abload for a supply of food, and that the Tinzes newspaper, that the Corn-
this is when we want it. I perfectly laws were nothing but an extension of
agree with the right hon. Baronet, that the Pension List ; but it might have
corn ought only to be admitted fl'ee of been added that it was also an extension
all restrictions when it is ' wanted.' of a system ofpaupensm to the whole of
That is, the particular moment or crisis the landed aristocracy. If this country
when it is desirable to open our ports is to be ground down by an oligarchy,
for the admission of foreign corn. But we had better at once adopt the system
I would ask the House and the Govern- pursued in anclent Venice, wheie the
ment of the country, who are to decide nobles entered then names m the Golden
when the corn is wanted? Is it those Book, and took the money directly out
who need food and are starving, or of the people's pockets. It would be
those who fare sumptuously every day more honest to imitate those nobles
and roll in all the luxuries of hfe ? What openly, than do so in a covert manner.
right has the right hon. Baronet to at- But one class will not submit to be
tempt to gauge the appetite of the peo- heavily taxed, whilst the other hves in
ple ? It is an inordinate assumption of opulence and splendour.
power to do so. Such a thing cannot The right hon. Baronet is not ignor-
be tolerated under the most monstrous ant of the state of the commercial and

system of despotism which the imagma- manufacturing interests of the country.
tmn of man has ever conceived. Do we He is not legislating in the dark. I will
sit here for the purpose of deciding tell the right hon. Baronet, that bad as
when the people of this country want trade is now, it will soon be much worse.
food? What do the Members of this The Govermuent must be awale that the
House know of want ? It is not for measure proposed for the settlement of
them to say when the starving people the Corn-law cluestmn will not extend
of this country ought to have food doled the commerce of the country. The
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ltouse has been told that the measure mg. I would ask them, if theyhad had
must be pushed forward without any the power of rescinding the Corn-law
delay, and thl_ is the result of a commu- Bdl by their votes in I815, would they
mcatlon whmh the right hon. Baronet then have talked of compensatlon, or of
has lecelved from the corn-dealers. But a nine or ten years' dmlimshmg duty ?
I would ask, why there should not be No, they would not. Why then, I
com-merchautsaawellastea-melchants? would ask, do they now think that
Why shouht not the corn-merchants be twenty-seven yeara' unjust enjoyment
able to bring back, m exchange for other entitles them to an incleased benefit m
commodmes, a cargo of corn, as wellas the shape of compensatmn ? I have
a cargo of sugar or of tea _ If something frequently known the difficulty met be-
is not done, we shatl see ourlarge capl- fore. I give hon. Gentlemen and noble
tallsts strugghng against bankruptcy. Lords on my side of the House full
In the last speech whmh the right hon. credit for sincerity, but, for thmr bene-
Baronet addressed to the House, he fit, I wtll state the answer I once heard
adopted an apologetic tone of reasoning, given to the difficulty on the hustings,
An excuse might beoffered for the right an answer whmh was most satisfactory
hon. Baronet ff he had been placed m to my mind. On the hustings, there
his present position by the people, or by was a great d_ffmulty amongst Whiggish
the Queen ; but he has placed himself gentlemen. They were argumg on the
in his present sltuation danger and hardship whmh might follow

With refelenee to the proposition of the Immediate repeal of the Corn-law,
the noble Lord (J. Russell) the Member when a poor man in a fustmn jacket
for the City of London, I must say that stud, ' Why, mon, they put m on all of
although it is not good, it is infinitely a ruck.l, I may explain, for the benefit
better than the measure submitted to of those unacquainted w_th the Lanca-
the House by the hon. Gentleman oppo- shire dmlect, that the meaning was, all
site The right hon. Baronet has been at once ; and so the Corn-laws were.
reconstructing his party ever since the They were put on m ISI 5 at once, and
carrying of the Reform Bill. He must against the _emonstrances of the people.
know that his party is composed of Let them, then, abohsh the law wlthas
monopohsts in corn, tea, sugar, timber, little ceremony.
coffee, and the franchise. Out of that I will not further detain the Itouse.

band of monopolists the right hon. The questmn resolves itseif into a vel3,
Baronet has formed the party which narrow compass. If youfind thatthere
supported him, and which formed his are excluslve burdens on the land, do
Government. They bribed, they in- not put a tax upon the bread of the
timldated, until they got possession of people, but remove the burdens. If you
office, are not prepared to ameliorate the con-

I will say a word to the noble Lord dltion oft.he people, beware of your own
and his right hon. associates on this position--nay, you must take care that
(the Opposmon) side of the House, who, even this House may not ,fall under the
whilst advocating generally Free-trade heap of obloquy which the injustice
principles, have manffested a squeamish- you are perpetuating will thrust upon
hess m supporting the morton for a total you.
and immedmte repeal of the Corn-laws.

With all deference to them, that shows i , Rack.' m the Lancashire dmlect,
too great sympathy with the few, and means ' heap' ; they put it on all m a
too httle with the many who are suffer- heap, or all at once.
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III.

DISTRESS OF TIIE COUNTRY.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, FEBRUARY I7, I843.

[The Queen's Speech, read Feb. 2, I843, ' regretted the dmnmshed receipt flora qome
of the ordinary somces of ievenue, and feared that _t must be m part attHhuted to
the reduced consumption of many amcles, caused by the depression of the manufac-
turing industry of the country which has so long prevailed.' On this statement Lord
Howmk moved, on Feb. I3, that the House be resolved Into a Comnuttee of the whole
House, to consider this part of the Speech. Lord t-Iowmk's motion was rejected by
II 5 votes {3o6 to I9I ). The pecuhamy of the debate, however, was, that Sir Robert
Peel imagined that Mr. Cobden had charged him _lth being personally responsible
for the distress of the country. Sir Robert Peel had been greatly affected by the
murder of his private secretaly m the preceding month (Jan 24), who was shot by
one Macnaghten. It was beheved that the secretaly was shot by nustake for the
Minister. Mr. Cobden dlsclmmed u_ing the term ' individually or personally rcsponm-
ble ' m any other sense than that of Mmlstenal responslblhty It should be added
that the allusion to ' an eminent and learned Lord,' is to Lord Brougham, who insinu-
ated that the attempt of Macnaghten was stnnulated by the language of the League
H_s words were ' that mimstels of rehg_on dld not scruple to utter .,_ordq--calculated
to produce fatal effects {he would not say had produced them), but calculated to pro-
duce the taking away of ,nnocent hfe.']

WE have heard much objection made had the Gentlemen on the other side ot
to the form of this morton. We have the House put m their proper posmon
heard it charged as being a party motion, as defendants, to justify the opelatmn of
Now, Sir, I can, at all events, say _t is the law as it affects their own immediate
not a party morton as far as I am con- interests.
eerned. I was absent from town when I ask you, are the agricultural did-
it was put on the books. I am no party tncts of the country in such a state now,
man in this matter in any degree ; and that you are entitled to say that this
l[ I have any objection to the motmn it law--for this has been made a Corn-law
l_, this, that whereas it is a motion to debate--that this law, which injures the
inquire into the manufacturing distress manufacturers, has benefited the agu-
of the country, it should have been a culturists ? There is the hon. Member
motion to inquire into manufacturing for Dorsetshire (Mr. Bankes), one of
and agricultural distress. If the motion the most clamorous assailants of the
had beeri so framed, we should not have Anti-Corn-law League, lie will probably
had the words ' manufactures' and speak on this question--there _s plenty
'agniculture' bandied between the two of time, the debate may be adjoulned',
sides of the House, but we should ha_'e if necessary--and when he speaks he
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can answer me, and correct me if I am shire, Sussex, _Viltshire, Oxfordshile,
wrong. Take thedlstliet of Dorsetshire and other agricultural counties, which
whmh the hon. Gentleman represents, send up thelr squires to this House to
Take his own ploperty. I ask hma, are support this odious system, and any of
the labourers on his estates recewing these counties will show you a larger
more than the miserable pittance of 8s. a ratio of paupers than the manufacturing
week at this moment ? I ask him to districts. Take Dorset ; there has just
contradmt me, if he can, when I state been la_d on the table of the House a
that the labourers in his neighbourhood Return of the population and revenue,
are the worst pald, the worst clad, and and here we find, that in the year 184o ,
the most illiterate portion of the popu- the very year m which we were blessed
lation of this country. I tell him that with wheat at 66s. a quarter, one out of
the peasantry on his own estates, earning every seven of the population in Dorset-
theseSs, aweek, lftheirfamiliesaverage shirewas a pauper. And if wego to
the usual number of five, that then the Sussex and the rest of the counties
head of eachofthese families is sustained which send representatives to support
at less cost than the cost of the mare- this system for the benefit of the agricul-
tenance of each person m the county tmlsts, there we shall invariably find
gaol of Dorsetshire, and I ask you--you the largest amount of pauperism.
with your peasantry at your own doors, I will turn to the farmers. The hon.
hwng worse than paupers and felons-- Gentleman, and other hon. Gentlemen,
I ask you, are you entitled to assert, and are pleased to designate me as the arch-
w_lI you maintain, that the present state enemy of the farmers. Sir, I have as
of things is for the benefit of the agri- good a right as any hon. Gentleman in
cuItunsts? I put you on your defence this ttouse to identify myself with the
--I call on you to prove the benefit ordei of farmers. I am a farmer's son.
whmh this law confers on the agricul- The hon. Member for Sussex has been
tunsts. Mind_ I do not call you agricul- speaking to you as the farmers' friend ;
tunsts. The landlords are not agrieul- I am the son of a Sussex farmer ; my
tunsts ; that is an abuse of terms ,,_hlch aneestols were all yeomen of the class
has been too long tolerated. The agri- who have been suffering under this sys-
culturists are they who cultivate the tern ; my family suffered under it, and I
land, who work at it e_ther with their have therefore as good or a better right
hands or their heads, and employ the, r than any of you to stand up as the farm-
capital on it ; you are the owners of the er's friend, and to represent his wrongs
land, who may be living at London or in this House. Now, I ask you, what
Paris" to call yourselves agriculturists benefits have the farmers had from this
_s just as absurd as if shlpowners were protection of which you speak so much ?
to call themselves sailors. I deal with I put you on yonr defence, and I again
the agrmultunsts, and not with the call on you to showhow the farmers can
landowners--not with the rent-owners ; possibly derive higher profits from your
and I tell you that you cannot show me law to enhance the price of the pro_lnce
that the labouring classes on faiThS are of the so_l of this land ? You must an-
as well off as the much-deplored manu- swer this questmn ; this has not been
faeturmg population, shown yet at any of your agricultural

I myself employ a number of men _ meetings, where you tell the farmers that
my concert1 is in the country, hke your you must sink or swHn together, and
own. I have a number of labourers hke that yon both row in the same boat.
yours ; unskilled labourers, as unskilled But the time _scoming, and on the next
as your own. I employ them in wash- quarter-day you will be called upon to
ing, cleansing, wheeling, and preparing show the farmer--upon whom some
matermls, and I pay them x2s. a week ; httle enlightenment is now creeping--to
but I have no protectmn. Take Devon- show how he hitherto has gained, or can
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gain, any bene_t from this leglslatlon, m a stage coach which has been lelated
You will have to answer tins question to us. But attacks have been made
from the intelhgent falmer :-- upon this body at other times. The

' tf there be more farmers than fi_rm_, right hon. Baronet (Sir 1_. Peel) made a
then will not the competition amongst us dark msmuatzon against it at the close
for your farms raise the rent of land ? and of last session, when there was no one
wilt there not be a proportionate value of to answer it ; and we have had the cry
the produce to whatever value you may raised smce, ' that the Anti-Corn-law
give it m your Acts of Parliament ?' League is an incendiary and revolution-

ary body.' We took no pains to refute
The same intelligent farmer may tell that charge. How have the pubhc
you :-- treated your accusatmns? The shrewd

' If there were more farms than farmers, and sagacious people of England and
and if you raised the value of yonr pro- Scotland have given ball for the moral-
duce, you would be bidding against each ity and good conduct of the maligned
other for farmers, and then I could under- body to the amount of 5o,000/. ; and let
stand how the farmers could get some the same slander go forth another year,
benefit in the shape of extra profit, for you and I am sure that the people will then
would be compelled to pay them better for enter into recog-mzances for the same
cultivating your farms.'

body to the extent of Ioo, ooo/. No, it
Now all this has been made as clear as is not necessary that I should enter into
noon-day, the defence of such a body.

The hon. Member for Dorsetshire has There has been an attempt, an alleged
maligned the Anti-Corn-law I.eague, as attempt, made to identify the members
an association fordissseminatmg, not use- of tiffs body with a most odlous--a most
ful, but disagreeable knowledge. Every hornble--I might say, a most mamacal
farmer in Dorsetshire has had a packet ; transaction which has lately occurred.
every county voter of Dorsetshire has An attempt has been made in another
received a packet, contaimng about a place--reported to have been made--to
dozen httle tracts. This has not been suggest that the proceedings of the
left to casual distribution ; it has not League were to be connected with that
even been entrusted to the Post-office; horrible transaction. I do uot--I can-
but special agents have gone from doo_ not--believe that this report is a cor-
to door, chmbmg the mountains and rect one; I cannot believe that either
penetrating the valleys. There is not a the language or the spirit of the remarks
freeholder in the country who does not attributed to an eminent and a learned
knew as much about the matter as we Lord {Brougham) are founded on any-
ourselves. Do you think we shall hear thing that really took place. If they
next year, at the agricultural meeting at were uttered, I can only attribute them
Blandford, the hon. Member for Dorset- to the ebulhtion of an ill-regulated in-
*lure telhng his hearers that ' the Corn- tellect, not to a mahclous spirit. This
law _s the sun of our social system ; that trick of charging the consequence of in-
it gdds the spire of the church, the dome _nstiee upon the victims of injustice is as
of the palace, and the thatch of the cot- old as mjusUce itself. Who does not
tage' ? There will be some black sheep, remember that, when this infamous law
who will shout out, ' and the chimney was enacted m I815, Mr. ]_aring, now
of the landlord.' We have had during Lord Ashbmton, was charged, in this
this debate a great deal of criminating House, by one of the Mimsters of the
language c_st at this body. Far be it day, with having caused all the riots,
from me to enter into such extraneous murders, and bloodshed which ensued
matter as the objects and proceedings of in the metropohs, merely because he
that body. I shall not think it neces- had been one of the most pertinacious
sary to answer the very amusing gossip opponents of the law, denounced it m
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the House as a mere scheme to raise There always have been differences of
rents at the expense of the commermal opinion on both sides of the House, but
classes, and the welfare of the commu- that can be no excuse for the right hon.
nity. Sir, if there be anything which can Baronet at the head of the Government,
add to the gratification I feel at having who took the reins of power into his
taken an active part in this body, it is hands on the avmved responslbihty of
the high character of those with whom bnnging forward measures to meet the
I have been associated. Yes, tested by exigencies of the moment. But there is
their utility, tested by their punic char- not one measure of importance adopted
acter and private worth, they might by the Government whmh has not been
justly be compared to the Members of taken out of the school of the Free-
this House, or of another more illustrious traders. The colleagues of the right
assembly. But enough of this subject, hon. Baronet who have spoken on this

I will now turn my attention to the occasion have introduced the ConMaws
question before the House. Last ses- into tins debate, and have discussed that
mon the Anti-Corn-law party put the subject in connection with the present
question, What was to be done for the distress. But what says the rNht hon.
country? That is the question I now Member the Vice-President of the
put. I say to the Government--I say Board of Trade (Mr. Gladstone) ? Why,
to the right hon. Gentleman opposite-- he says that there are not two opmions
What do you now think of the condition on the subject of free-trade. What says
of our trade, and the condition of the the right hon. Baronet (Sir R. Peel) at
country ? I gather from what has fallen the head of the Government ? Why, he
from hon. Members on the other side, says that on this point we are all agreed.
that tins motion is to be resisted. The And the right hon. Baronet the Secre-
motion is to be reslsted ; but what are tary of the Home Department (Sir J.
the reasons for resisting it ? How is the Graham) says that the principles of free-
question met by the Government ? It is trade are the principles of common
alleged that there is a great discrepancy sense. And last night, to my amaze-
of opinion on this side of the House. I ment, the Chancellor of the Exchequer
admit it. There is such a discrepancy (Mr. Goulburn) said, there are not two
between some Gentlemen on this side opinions on the subject, and there never
and myself, between the noble Lord was any dispute about it. The noble
(Worsley), the Member for North Lm- Lord the Member for North Lancashire
eolnshire, and myself; there is as great (Stanley), who has not yet spoken, will,
a difference of opinion as between me I believe, justify by his vote the same
and the Gentlemen on the other side. principles. Again, the right lion. Gen-
The party on our side is as the hon. tleman the Paymaster of the Forces (Sir
Gentleman opposite described it--it is E. Knatchbull) must adopt the same
broken into atoms, and may never be course. That right hon. Gentleman,
leunited. But does that diminish the and that noble Lord, may not have
responsibility of the Government, which avowed free-trade principles ; but they
is strong in proportion as the Opposition must, as men of morality, carry those
is weak ? Are we never to escape from principles into effect, for both of them
this mode of evading responslbility_ have averred that the Corn-laws raise
this bandying of accusations about rent. The right hon. Gentleman the
Whigs, Tories, and Radicals, and their • Paymaster of the Forces has expressly
differences of opinion ? Is that cry declared in this House that the Corn-
always to be repeated and relied on ? laws were passed to maintain country
How long, I ask, is this comse to be gentlemen in their station in the coun-
continued > How long is the argument try. The noble Lord the Member for
to be used) If it be contmued, what Noith Lancashire has said that the
defence x_ll| it be for the Govmnment? Coin-laws raise the price of food, and
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that they do not raise wages ; the noble they should not be continued. "_\rhy,
Lord, therefore, says that the landed then, are the Corn-laws to be tempor-
gentlemen increase their 1cuts at the ex- ary ? Because the Corn-laws ale unjust ;
pense of the profits of tl_e middle classes, because they are neither right nor expe-
Theymustcarrythetrprinclplemtothetr dlent. They wele passed to give a
conduct. Now, taking the four Mere- benefit to the country gentlemen, and
bers of the Cabinet who have avowed raise them m society at the expense of
free-trade prmmples, and assuming that the rest of the community.
the two others by their addresses must The hon. Member for Bridport (Mr.
be favourable to them, I ,ask, why do Bailhe-Cochlane) made last night a
they not carry their principles into declaration against the Anti-Corn-law
effect? How am I reeL? The right League, but he pronounced it with
hou. Gentleman the Vice-President of such gentle accents, he put so much
file Board of Trade adlmts the justice of sweetness into lds denunmatmn, that he
the principles of Free Trade He says deprived it of its effect. That hon
that he does not want monopoly ; but Member is a young man, and perhaps is
then he applies these lust principles only not aware of the force of what he stud.
m the abstract Now, I do not want But that hon. Gentleman, too, made an
abstractions. Every moment that we admlssmn which will not sustain your
pass here, which is not devoted to pro- system. The hon Member stud, that ff
wding for the welfare of the commumty, the Coin-laws were repealed, the arts-
is lost time. I tell the hen. Member toclacy would be forced to reduce their
that I am a practical man. I am not lents, and could not live as an aristo-
an abstract Member, and I ask what we cracy. The Gentlemen who make those
have here to do with abstractmns ? The adnnssions are the real mcendmHes, the
right hon. Gentleman is a free-trader real revolutionists, and the real de-
only m the abstract. We have nothing, stroyers of the aristocracy. I must
I repeat, to do with abstractions here. put the honest part of the aristocracy
The right hon. Gentleman used another on their guard against them, and must
plea. He said that the system has been tell them not to allow themselves to
continued for centuries, and cannot now be included with those who fear de-
be abandoned. If the Attorney-Gen- stmction from the repeal of the Corn-
eral be m the House (and I hope he is), laws. They must know that an aris-
what would he say to such a plea m an tocracy cannot maintain _ts statmn on
action of trover ? Would he admit the wealth moistened with the orphans'
plea ? Would he say, ' I know that you and the widows' tears, and taken from
have right and ]ustlce on your side m the crust of the peasant. The q_uest_on
the abstract_ but then the unjust posses- has been l_rought befole the country,
stun has been for so long a time con- and the dec_smn mustbe adverseto them.
tinned that it cannot be at once aban- The people ale well aware of then con-
doned ?' What would be the verdict duct. They may talk about an increase
in such a case ? The vmdmt would not of one or two mills, or of the increase of
be an abstract verdict, hut one of resti- jomt-stock hanks, but I call attention to
tution, of total and immediate restltu- the conditmn of the country, and I ask
tmn. The right hon. Gentleman has you ff it is not worse now than it was
made the axlmlssmn that these pnnciples SL_months ago ? It has been going on
must be carried out, and he says that from bad to worse. And what is the
the Corn-laws are temporary. I ask remedy yon propose? what are the pro-
why the Corn-laws are temporary ? ceedings by which you propose to give
Just laws are not temporary. It is the relief to the country ? Is it an abstrac-
essence of just laws to be eternal. You tion ? You cannot say that we are at
have laws on your statute-book against the close of the session, or that you are
murder and robbery, and no man says overloaded with pubhc m_d private busi-
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ness. Never before were there so few incleasmg, that the savings' banks were
measures of importance under the con- prospering, that the revenue was im-
siderat:on of Parliament at such a period, proving, and that consumption was aug-
Have you devised some plan, then, of menting. When a deputation of manu-
giving rehef to the country ? If you facturers waited upon him to l epresent
have not, I tell you emphatically that the hopeless state of trade, he refused to
you are wolatmg your duty to your listen to their representations, orhemet
country ; you are neglecting your duty them with details of an extraordinary
to your Sovereign :f you continue to increase m the consumption of the
hold office one moment after you can people and m the revenue, and with
find no remedy for the nat:onal distress, many officml statcments full of hope. I
The right hon. Gentleman, however, ask the right hon. Baronet, can he take
proposes nothing. The measures which the same ground now ? Can he tell the
he has brought forward since he has country and h:s Sovereign when this
held office have not remedied the dis- state of things is hkely to terminate ; or
tress of the country. It may be stud of what other remedy has he for this than
me, that I am a prophet who fulfils his that we propose ? Can he find a better ?
own prophecy ; but I tell you your p_o- If you (Sir Robert Peel) try any other
ceedmgs will lead flora bad to worse ; remedy than ours, what chance have you
that more confusion will come ; there for mitigating the condition of the court-
are germs of st sown in the north of try? Youtook the Corn-laws mtoyour
England. Yes, not in the cotton d_s- own hands after a fashion of your own,
tnct. The danger whmh menaces you and amended them according to your
will come from the agrlcultural dzstncts, own views. You said that you were un-
for the next nine there is any outbreak, influenced in what you did by any pres-
the destitute hands of the agr:cultural sure from without on your judgment.
d:stricts will be added to the destitute You acted on your own judgment, and
hands of the manufacturing dlsmcts, would follow no other, and you are re-

Does the right hon. Gentleman, who sponsible for the consequences of your
must know the state of the country, act. You said that your object was to
doubt whether th:s be the fact ? I _e- find more employment for the increasing
ce_ve correspondence from eve:y part of population. Who so hkely, however,
the country--but what :s my correspond- to tell you what markets could be ex-
ence to hisS--and he must know that tended as those who are engaged in
what I say is the fact. It is time, then, carrying on the trade and manufactures
to give up bandying the terms ' Whig' of the country ? I will not say that the
and ' Tory' about from one s_de of the mercantile and manufacturing body, as
House to the other, and to engage m a whole, agree with me in my wews of
a serious inquiry into the present con- the Corn-laws ; but the right hon. Ba-
dltion of the country. The right hon. ronet must know that all parties in the
Baronet cannot conceal from himself manufacturing and commercial dlstnets
what is that condition : capitalis melting disapprove of his laws. I do not speak
away, pauperism is increasmg, trade and of the League--I speak of the great body
manufactures are not reviving. What of commercial men ; and I ask, where
worse description can be given of our will you find on any exchange in Eng-
condition ? and what can be expected, land, Scotland, or Ireland, where mer-
if such a state of things continues, but chants do congregate,' and manufactur-
the disruption and dissolution of the ers meet, twelve men favourable to the
State ? When the ag_tatmn was begun Corn-law which you forced on the corn-
for the repeal of the Corn-laws, four mumty, in obedience to your own judg-
years ago, the right hon. Baronet met ment, and contrary to ours ? You
our complaints by entering into many passed the law, you refused to listen to
details, showing that our commmce w_s the manufacturers, and I throw on you
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all the responslbihty of your own mea- merchants of the country know can
sure. The law has not gwen the pro- alone snpplyany extensmn to our trade.
raised extension to our trade : it has I will not say that this was done wtth a
ruined the Corn-law speculators. (A design of inlurmg our trade, but it was
laugh.) You may laugh ; but is it a done. The right hon. Baronet acted on
trmmph to ruin the corn-dealers, or hts own judgment, and he retained the
cause a loss of 2,ooo, oool. of money ? duty on the two articles on which a re-
When you have ruined the corn specu- duction of duty was desired, and he re-
lators, '_ho will supply you with foreign duced the duties on those on which there
_ heat ? The Corn-law is in such a was not a possibthty of the change being
state that no regular merchant will en- of much selwice to the country. It was
gage in the corn trade. Ask any met- folly or ignorance. (Oh I oh !) Yes,
chant, and you will find that no man, _t was folly or ignorance to amend our
let his trade be what it will, sends abroad system of duties, and leave out of con-
ordms for corn as he sends abroad or- stderatmn sugar and corn. The redue-
ders for sugar and coffee. No merchant tmn of the duties on drugs m_d such
dares to engage m the corn trade. I things was a proper task for some
was offered, or rather the Antt-Corn-Iaw under-Secretary of State, deahng with
League was offmed, a contnbutmn of the sweepings of office ; but it was un-
wheat from one of the Western States worthy of any Minister, and was devoid
of America, on eondttion that we should of any plan. It was one of the least
pay the expense of transport down the useful changes that ever was proposed
ghs_issippl. On calculating the cost of by any Government. There is also the
transport, we found it would not pay case of timber. [ admit that the reduc-
the expense of carnage. Ontaking the tmn of the duty on timber is a good
2os. duty into consideration and the ex- thing ; but you reduced the duty when
pense of carriage, we found that when there ate IO,OOOhouses standing empty
it was sold here there would not be one within a. radms of twenty miles of Man-
farthing for the League! When such chester, and when there are crowds of
is the case, how can such merchants as ships rotting m our ports. At the same
the Borings, or the Browns of L_ver- t_me, you demed our merchants the
pool, send out orders fol corn, when means of traffic, by refusing to reduce
there is no certainty whether they shall the duties on the two most bulky articles
have to pay 2os. duty, or any less _hich our shtps carry. You reduced
sum, when it arrlves? Such a law your timber duties when there wele no
defies calculatmn, and puts an end to factories to build, and when there was
trade, no employment for ships. That is the

Take, again, the ,nmcle sugar. The scheme of the right hon. Baronet--the
fight hon Gentleman by his tariff re- only plan whmh he has to propose for
dated the duties on 7oo articles, and the benefit of the country. Can he not
he carefully omitted those two artmles try some othe_ plan? Does he repudi-
whmh are supphed by North and South dmte that whmh has been suggested by
Amelica, the only two countries the the hon Member for Whitehaven (Mr.
trade ofwhmh can _esuscttate our pre- Attwood}_ and will he have nothing to
sent declimng manufactures. Yes, the do with altermg the currency, to which
right hon. Baronet altered the duties on he is mwted by the hon. Member for
700 reticles. He too]_ the duty off Birmingham (Mr. Muntz)? The hon.
caviare and cassava powder, but he left Member fol Shrewsbury (Mr. Dlsraeh),
corn and sugar opplessed wtth heavy too, and the organs of his party m the
monopoly duties. The right hon. Baron- p_ess, have plans, but he _ fll adopt none
et 1educed the charges on drugs, which of them. It is hts duty, he says, to
was not unimportant, but he excluded judge independently, and act without
those two vital commodmes which the leferenee to any pressme ; and I must
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tell the right hon. Baronet that It is the reslgnmg the office wlnch gives hlm the
duty of every honest and independent power. I say that this is his duty. It
Member to bold him individually re- is his duty to resign office the moment
sponslble for the present position of the he finds he has not power to carry out
country, to the fullest extent those measures

I am not a party man. Hon. Mem- which he beheves to be for the benefit
hers know that I am not. But this I of the country. But whether he does so
_ill tell the right hon. Baronet, tlIat let or not, I have faith in the electolal body
who will be in office, whether Whigs or --I have faith in the middle classes,
Tones, I will not sit m the House a day backed by the more mtelhgent of the
longer than I can, m what I beheve to working classes, and led by the more
be the interest of my constituents, not honest section of the aristocracy--I have
vote for or against Whigs or Tones, as faith in the great body of the eomnmmty
I may think right. I tell the rlght hon. that they will force the Government,
Gentleman that I, for one, caie nothing whether of the right hon. Gentleman ol
for Whigs or Tories I have said that of any other party, to the plactlcal adop-
I never will help to bring back the tion of those principles ",hich are now
"Whigs ; but I tell lnm that the whole generally believed to be essentml to the
responsibility of the lamentable and dan- _ elfare of this country. The right hon.
geioub state of the country rests with Gentleman has admitted the justice, the
him. It 111becomes him to throw that policy, and expediency of our principles.
responsibility on any one at this side. l-te has admitted, then, that they must
I say thele never has been violence, tu- m the end be tlmmphant, I repeat, I
mult, or confusion, except at periods trust in the middle cIasse_, in the elec-
ts,hen there has been an excessive want total body, m the better portion of the
of employment, and a scarcity of the working classes, and in the honester
necessailes of life. Therlghthon. Baron- part of the aristocracy, to force the
et has the po_ver m his hands to do as right hon. BaIonet, or his successors, to
lie pleases If he will not, he has the put in practice those principles, the jus-
privilege, which lie told the noble Lord tice. pohcy, and reasonableness ofwhmh
(PalmeIston), the late Secretary for he has llm_elfadmltted.
Foreign Affairs, he had, namely, that of
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CORN-LAWS.

HOUSE OF COMMONS_ MAY I5, I843.

[Spoken during the debate on Mr. Vflliers' annual motion. After the discussion had
been carried on for five nights, the motion was neganved by a majority of 256 votes
(38_ to I25).]

I THINK we may fairly consider the that they are in a false poaitlon whet
_peech of the hon. Member for Birming- they have to deprecate the imputation
ham (Mr. Mnntz) as an episode in this of motives We never hear of a just
debate. I was going to remark, that judge on the Bench fearing the imputa-
by hon Gentlemen opposite, and by tion of motives. But I will not impute
many upon this side of the House, al- motives, although they have been nn-
though we have had five nights' debate, puted by hon. and right hon Gentlemen
the question proposed by thehon. Mere- opposite. Dowries, settlements, mort-
her for Wolverhampton (ML Vflliers) gages, have all been avowed as motives
has been scarcely touched • that l_, How from the benches opposite : but I will
far you are justxfied in maintaining a take things as I find them. Upon what
law which restricts the supply of food ground do you laise the price of corn ?
to be obtained by the people of this For the benefit of the agricultural
country, interest. You have not, in the whole

In supporting the present Corn-law, course of the debate, touched upon the
you support a law which inflmts scarcity farmers' or agricultural labourers'interest
on the people. You do that, or you do m this question. No ; hon. Gentlemen
nothing. You cannot operate in any way opposite, who represent counties, instead
by th_s law, but by inflicting scarcity oftakingup the old theme, and showing
on the people. Entertain that propoa- the benefit of this law to farmers and to
tlon In fact, you cannot escape it. farmers' labourers, have been smitten
And if it is true, how many of you will with a new hght They have taken the
dare to vote for the continuance of the statistics of commerce and the cotton

present law ? You cannot enhance the trade to argue from. Will the hon.
price of corn, or of any other article, Member for Shoreham, who took the
but by restricting the snpplv. Are you statistics which the right hon Baronet
justified in doing this, for tt{e purpose of (Sir R. Peel) four year_ ago cast aside,
raising your prices ? tell the House how it is yon do not take

Without attributing motives to hon. the agricultural view of the question,
Gentlemen opposite, I tell them {and and show the farmers' interest in it ?
they may rely upon it as being true) Thele is something ominous m your



•-4 SPEECHES OF RICtlARD COBDEN. MAY IS.

course. Shall I tell you the reason ? ha, bcen convicted of steahng mould
Because the present condition of the fi'om the Duke of Rmhmond. Such is
farnaels and labourers of thin eountiy the state of povmty and distress, that
is the severest condemnation of the they ate glad to steal the very earth.
Corn-laws that can possibly be uttered. Again, what was the fact urged by the
Dunng the whole operation of this hon. Member for Dorsetshire (Mr.
law, or during that time when prices l:lanke_), m extenuation of the condition
were highest under this law, the con- of his labouring poor. but this : that he
dition of the agricultural labourers was allowed them to gather up the stinks
at the worst An hon. Gentleman op- that were blown from the trees in his
posite says 'No.' Has he looked at the palk _ It _as blought forward as a
state of pauperism of this country in pmofofthehou. Member's benevolence,
the last Return which was laid before that he allowed his labourers to gather
the House ? Thele he will find that up the crows' nests whmh wele blown fi'om
to Lady-day, I84o, the proportion of the trees. And what does all this algue?
paupms in the dlffelent counties in this Why, it argues that which you cannot
country, showed that the ten which de.lay, namely, that the agricultural
stood h_ghest in the list were ten of the peasantry of this country are m a state
purely agricultural counties, and that of the deepest suffering at this moment,
aftel your law had for three years main- and that, if there has been any benefit
tamed corn at 67s. per quarter. If any- from the Corn-laws, they, at least, have
thing could have benefited the labourer, not derived one particle of a share of it.
it should have been three years of high I now come to the farmer ; and I ask
prices, and after trade had suffered the how it m that you, who support thls
greatest depression in consequence of law, have not adduced the case of the
yore law. If the agricultural labomer faHner? Are there no farmer's friends
had not prospered up to the year I84% present who will state his condmon
what has beenhls condition since? The You know that his capital is wasting
returns of pauperism show an increase away--that he cannot employ hislabour-
in the number of the poor ; and what ers--and why? Because that money
is the present condition of the labourer which should go to pay them as absorbed
in the agricuhural districts? Is not m your rents. Non. Gentlemen oppo-
crime increasing in the same proportion site cry _No, no ;' but the farmers of
as pauperism has incieased ? I herod this country will corroborate me, and
at stated that the actual returns of your that you well know. Does the hon. and
petty sessions and your assizes furnish gallant Member for Sussex (Col. Wynd-
no criterion as to the state of demoral- ham) say 'No'? If so, I leave the
isation in your d_tricts ; nay, I heald farmers of Sussex to say whether i am
that such was the extent of petty pilfer- uttering the truth or not. The hon.
ing and crime, that you were obliged to and gallant Member tells me to go to
wink at it, or you would not be able to Sussex. I mean to do so, and perhaps
carry out the business of your criminal the hon. and gallant Member will meet
courts. I hear that both in Somerset- me there. Now, I want to ask what
shire and an WHtshire. Hon Gentle- benefit the farmer ever derived from the
men may cry _No, no,' but there is an Corn-laws ? I have asked the question
intelligent audience outside which knows of hundreds, nay_ thousands of farmers :
that I am stating the truth. And what and, as I am now an the presence of
are the crimes these poor people are landlords, I ask it of you. I ask you
brought up for? Why, one old woman to go back to the Corn-law of ISJ 5.
for stealing sticks of the value of IJ6d. What was the object of the Corn-law of
was sentenced toa fine of ISs. Another _8I5 ? Why, to keep up the price of
case was a chalge for stealing turnip- wheat at 8os. per quarter. Did it ever
tops ; and at Chmhester an individual produce that effect ? No ; for in I822,
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seven years afterwards, wheat was sold that no legislation could secure that
as tow as 42s. ; and yet your agents and price.
valuers valued to your tenants upon the Now I do not chalge the right hon.
calculation that they would get 8os. per Baronet with intending to deceive the
quarter for their wheat. You cannot farmers ; I do not attribute motives to
deny that. And what was the conse- the right hon. Baronet ; but this I do

quence_: Wh.y. in I822., the farmers say, that in dealing with plain and simple
_ere rmned by hundreds and thousands, men--men aecustmned to stmlghtfor-
One newspaper in iNolwemh contained ward and intelligible language, thls was
I2o advemsements of the sale of stock certain, however intended, to mislead
m one day. The farmers then came to the farmers in their calculations. But
ask you for another law. You appointed it was a most convement thing for the
Committees, you went through the farce landlords to go to the tenant with a
of mqumng into agricultural distress, promise to secure him 56s. per quarter
and you passed another taw, that of the for his wheat, and it was very convenient
year I828, giwng the shdmg-scale pro- for the right hon. Baronet to say, at the
tectlon, to secme them 64 s. per quarter same time, that though the law purports
for their wheat ; and then, again, the to give you 56s. per quarter, still I have
red-tape men went about to value your not the power to secure it to you. And
farms, on the calculation that the price now, what is the price ? 45 s. or 46s.
obtained would be 64s. Another seven instead of 56s. The right lion. Baronet
years elapsed, and then wheat was sell- d_stinctly says now he hever intended to
mg at 36s. Then came general distress maintain the price, and that he could
again, and an application for a fresh not maintain it. Now, then, I ask, what
Committee. You gave them another Is this legislation for ? I ask what it
Act ; and I now come to the Act passed means ?--what it has meant from I815
m I842 by the right hon. Baronet at the downwards ? I will not say what the
head of the Government ; and now the motives of its promoters ha_e been ; but
farmers are again distressed, and blame the effect has been one continued juggle
the right hon Baronet for deceiving played off upon the farmers, in order
them. They do blame, and they are to enable the landlords to obtain artifi-
lustlfied m blaming, the right hon. cud rents. These being paid out of the
Baronet, and I will tell you why. The farmer's capital, loss falls on him, while
right hon. Baronet, m the speech in the landlords are enabled to profit by it,
whmh he proposed that law, stud that owing to the competition among ten-
he intended it to gnve to the farmer, as ants for farms.
far as legislation could give it, 56s. per We will not separate this night until
qualter for his con1. Now, the right we have a peffect understanding of what
hon. Baronet will remember that I called you do purpose to do for the farmer. I
h_s attention at the rune to that point, ask the right hon. Baronet opposite,
I saw the importance of It then, and I when he talks of the prices which the
see it now, and I wish the House to see farmers should obtain, whether he can
clearly how the matter stands. The prevent wheat from falhng as low as
right hon. Baronet said, that on taking 36s. ?--whether he can ensure it from
a comprehensive view of the cost of falling as low as 3os.? As the right hon.
production and the then state of the Gentleman says nothing, I will assume
country, he thought, if he could secure that this House cannot secure to the
the farmer a price not rising higher farmer a price of even 3os. per quarter.
than 58s., nor going lower than 54s., Let this go forth ; let there be, if you
that these were about the prices the please, no ambiguity on the point--no
farmer ought to obtain. It _s true that more deception ; let the farmer perfectly
afterwards, in the course of the same understand that his prosperity depends
speech, the right hon. Baronet said upon that of his customers--that the
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insane policy of this House has been to ments, and the other that it goes to pay
rum his customers, and that Acts of mortgages. Now, ff it goes to pay
Parhament to keep up prices are mere these, how can it pay the farmer ? And
frauds to put rents into the landlord's if you cannot insure the operation of the
pockets, and enable him to juggle his law, if, after you have passed It, you are
tenants. Now we shall soon be able to obliged to confess that you cannot insure
dispose of some other sophistries upon its operation, who then pays the dowries
the Corn-laws. We are told that the and the settlements? Surely, m that
Corn-laws are intended to compensate case, they muqt be paid out of the
certain partms for excessive burthens ; pockets of the farnlers. You have con-
that is to say, that the landowners, who fessed that a law cannot secure prices,
have had the absolute command of the but as mortgages and settlements are
legislature of the country, and who, to paid, then I say thatyou have confessed
a late period, did not permit a man to that the money comes from the farmers,
vote in thiq House unless he swore he and surely this is sufficient to account
was a landowner, have been such dis- for their distress. I contend, then, that
interested angels (for no human beings if this law creates a profit at all, that
would do as much) as to lay excessive profit pas>es into rent. And this pro-
burthens upon their own shoulders ; and position lests on more than the admls-
when they find it necessary to re-ad- slon of the Paymaster of the Folces, or
just taxation and relieve themselves, they of the lion. Member for Wiltshlre. We
do it by passing a Corn-law, and then have other acknowledgments of the fact
come forward and confess that the law coming from still higher authority. See
is inoperative. Now, in the first place, a tlansactlon of Mr. Gladstone, of
I say that the disinterestedness of the Fasque, in Kmcardmeshire, of which !
landlords cm this presumption surpasses have an account in a paper in my pocket.
all human perfection ; it is perfectly an- Mr. Gladstone was applied to to reduce
gehcal, his rents, aml he writes a letter to his

But, unfortunately, the contrary to the agent telling hlm--and his confession
proposition of excessive burthens falling 'is worth something, as coming from a
on land is so notonous, that to say a prudent andsagaeiousmerchant--telhng
word upon the subject would be a work him that he does not look at the alter-
of supererogation. Let a copy of the ation in the Corn-law as calculated to
statutes be sent, if it were possible, to reduce pllces, and that c.onsequently he
another planet, without one word of does not fee] h_mself bound to reduce his
comment, and the mhabltants of that rents Now this is a clear admission
sphere would at once say, ' These laws that the benefit flom the law goes into
were passed by landlords.' The par- the shape of rent. But this is not all.
tlailty of your legislation is notorious ; There is his Grace the Duke of Rich-
but, if you had been leat]y so disinter- mond. The other day he was visiting
ested, lq it not likely, when you found his tenants m Scotland, dining with
out your real condmon, that you would them, and looking over his estates, and
have put t:_×ation falrlyupon the should- in one of his speeches he told them,
ers of the people, instead of substltut- whilst speaking of the alteration in the
mga clumsy law, whleh you admit does Corn-law, that he was not the man to
not reimburse you at all ? hold his tenants to any bargain they had

Nowwe come to another view of this made under circumstances whmh had
question. We have the confessions of been altered, and that if they wished it
the right lion. Baronet the Paymaster of he was willing that they should throw
the Forces (Sir E. Knatchbull), and of up their leases and rettlrn their farms
the hon. Member for Wiltshire {Mr. into his hands. Now what does that
Bennett) ; the one to the effect that the amount to? Why, merely that the
('orn-law goes to pay marriage settle- Corn-law influences the _ent. It means
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that or nothing ; although I must say wish to say anything behind your backs
such a speech shows very little care for that I am not prepared to say before
the farmer, who perhaps a dozen years your faces.
ago purchased stock and went into his And here let me ask what progress
from, and is now told, when plobably has been made m lents? Since 1793,
the price of his stock has fallen 4o per rents m this country have doubIed. I
cent., that if he pleases he may sell off, have returns m my pocket sent m by the
leave his farm, retire from his connec- clergy of Scotland, fi-om which it ap-
non with the noble Duke, and get an- pears that the rental of that country ha_
other landlord where he may. All this increased m the same t_me threefold.
ahows, then, that if the Corn-law oper- In England, rents have not increased to
ares to cause a profit at all, it also oper- that extent ; but I can say w_th safety
ares to put that profit into the pockets that they have more than doubled ; and
of the landlord, there is something beyond even this.

Now do not suppose that I wish to You have had a considerable advance
deprive you of your rents ; I w*sh you m rentb since I828. There has been a
to have your rents ; but what I say is, great rise since that year. I hold m my
don't come here to rinse them by legls- hand a return of the rents of the cor-
latt_e enactments. I think you may poration lands of the city of Lincoln
have as good rents without a Corn-law since I828. I see the hon. Member for
as with it ; but what I say is this, that Lincoln (Colonel Slbthorp) m h_s place.
when you come here to ratse the price Now I have a return of the property of
of cmn under the pretence of helpmg the mty corporation ; it _s nearly all
the farmer andthe farm-labourer, whilst agricultural property, and I find that
m reahty you are only going to help that rental has increased 5° per cent.
yourselves, then, I say, you are neither since the year I829. Now I do not say
deahng fairly by the farmer, nor yet by that the whole rental of the kmgdom
the country at large ; and, mmd me, has increased in the same proportion,
thl_ is just the posmon in whmh you but I do say that we have a right to in-
stand with the country. You have de- qmre what _s the increase m that rental.
celved the farmers, and, feehng that you The hon Member for Lincoln says he
have decmved them, they have a right won't tell me ; but I will tell him that
to ask, how you intend to benefit them? nothmg is so easy to learn as the history
Nay, more, theyhave a right to inqmre of rent_ m thls country, for thele is
into your rentals, and find out how you scarcely a village m England in which
have benefited yourselves. Ves, I Coy there is not same old man who can tel1
they have a right to require into your what was the price of land in his parish
rentals The hon. Member for Sussex through many succeeding years I say
(Colonel Wyndham) laughs, and truly it is the business of the farmer and the
_twould be laughable enough were he poor labourer to know the progress
to come to me to mqmre into the profits which rents have made since the Cmn-
of my business ; but, then, he should law pas_ed, and if they find that whdst
remember that I do not ask for a law to m the one case they are losing all their
enhance the profits of my business. He, capital, and in the other their condition
on the contrary, _s the strenuous sup- is deteriorating, and they are obliged to
polter of a law, which, in its effect-- put up with a potato diet--if they find,
whatever may be its intentmn--benefits I say, that whilst this has been going on_
hts own class mad no other class what- rents have increased and are increasing,
ever. This language, I dare say, is new then, I contend, they will have a proof
to the House. I dare say it is strange that this law was passed for the land-
and unexpected in this place ; but it is lords_ and that it operates for their bene-
the language I am accustomed to use on fit, and their benefit only. I know that
tlhs subject out of doors, and I do not tlns is a sore subject ; but I am bound
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to make it known that this is not the lated to serve the cause which I uphold
only way 111which you have profited by than anythmg that has occurred in this
political delusions, debate, excepting, perhaps, his own ex-

I will now show you another view of planation. I don't complain of him ; I
the question. You have made the Corn- pass on. There is a noble Duke (New.
law the subject of political outcry in the castle) who is a 'farmers' friend,' and he
counties. You have made it a Church has a son (Lord Lincoln) in the Woods
and State question, and at the same time and Forests. The noble Lord, I dare
you have made the farmers your step- say, performs his duty efficiently ; but I
ping-stones to political power. And want to show the farmers of England--
for what has this been done? I wdl of whom thele is not one genuinespeci-
take the last general election. At the men in this House--who they are who
last election the ' farmels' friends' were profit by this law. Well, then, there is
runmng through the country, and, with a noble Duke (Buckingham) who is the
the pmest and most dlsmtelested mten- ' farmers' friend' dbar excdZence. He has
tlons, no doubt, were making all sorts reached the summit of rank already.
of promises to the agriculturists. Well, He has no son requiring a place under
here are some of them, sitting in this Government. But one prize he had not,
House. Here they are, some of them and that he soon obtamed--I mean the
sitting on tile Treasm'y Bench. The right blue riband. Now these are but the out-
hon Baronet at the head of the Govern- ward and visible signs of the gains of this
ment (Sir R. Peel) made a speech at trmmph; but whilst all this patronage,
Tamworth as the 'farmers' friend.' The and all these honours, have been show-
hon. Member fol Essex (Sir John Tyrell) ered on the ' farmers' friends,' what have
says he quoted it repeatedly, but I don't the farmers got themselves ? You think
thmk he quotes it now. As for the rlght this is not thequestion ; but I can tell you
hon. Baronet, however, with all his we have no hope of the salvation of the
ablhty, and w,th his thirty years' Par- country but by showing the farmers how
liamentary experience, he might pro- you have cajoled them. You taught the
bably have obtained the sltuatlon he now farmers to beheve, that if they elected
holds whatever might have been the you, their 'friends,' to Parliament, you
circumstances ofthetm_e. The postwas would speedily repay them for their
due to him, perhaps, for Ins talents ; so trouble. They allowed themselves to
of him I shall say no more just now. be driven to the poll by their landlords,
But there is another Hght hon. Baronet who raised this -ry ; they believed the
very near hnn--I mean the Paymaster landlords could keep up the price of
of the Forces (Sir E. Knatchbull). _Ihere corn by Act of Parhament. Will you
is no disturbing force in hml The right now confess that you cannot? You have
hon. Member is the 'farmers' friend.' confessed by your silence that you can-
There he sits. O, I was struck, the not guarantee the farmer even 3os. a
other night, at the fervour with wMch quarter. That delusion is at an end.
the hon. Member for Walhngford (Ml. How is it, now, that the farmers can-
Blaekstone) apostrophised this ' farmers' not carry on their business without po-
friend,' when, with clasped hands and litieal intermeddling, like other people ?
uphfted eyes, he said, ' O ff the Paymas- ' Throw the land out of cultivation,' by
ter of the Forces were hnnself again ! A remowng the Corn-law ! who say that ?
few years back, he would not have treat- The worst farmers in the country,--the
ed the farmer so.' [Question !] Ay, it is landlords, rather, of the worst-farmed
not a very pleasant one, certainly ; but land. Who tells us that the land will
it is the question I do not complain of not be thrown out of culuvat_on ? The
the Paymastel of the Forces ; I have no landlords of the best-farmed land. I put
reason. He has made a speech which is one prophecy against the other. Let
more to the point, which is better calcu- the que_tmn be deelded, a_ other mattels
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are, by competltmU. I object to your to tell you it does so. I do not think
pretences for keeping up the price of you understand your own interests.
com. Those who are most rampant for But I know thls, that you inflict the
protection are the landlords, I repeat, of greatest possible amount of evil upon
the worst-farmed land--the Members the manufacturing and commercial corn-
for Wilts, Dotset, Bucks, Somelsetshlre, mmnty, and dc no good either to the
and Devonshire--where you may see the farmer or the farmer's labourer. It may
worst farming in the kmgdonr ; and be a very unpalatable question ; but
why is it so? Not because the tenants what, I ask, are the terms whmh you
are inferior to those elsewhere--Enghsh- wish to make, under the new law, with
men ale much the same anywhere; but your tenants? I do not hke the lan-
the reason is, because they ate under guage I have heard upon the subject
polmcal landlords,--men who will not from landownels. The right hon.
give their tenants a tenure, but with a Baronet (Sir R. Peel) stud, the protec-
view to general elections. You say tlon had been reduced ; but 1 have
'No,' but I will prove it. Go into the heard little talk, at least in public,
country yourselves, and where you find about reducing rents. However, I have
the best-farmed land there you will heaid a great deal about the farmers
find the longest leases. The Lothl- 'improving and curtailing their ex-
ans, Northumberland, Norfolk, Lincoln. penses.' What says the Member for
[No.] What, no leases in Lincolnshire ? Worcestershire (Mr. Bsrneby) ?-

[Colonel Slbthorp : ' Not long ' I have been in Yorkshire, and the worst
leases.'] land there produces as much as the best m
Exactly ; I mentioned Lincoln last, as this country.'

being nearer south. Well, on the es- What, again, was the language of a
rates of the Duke of Northumberland, noble Earl (Verulam) at St. Alban's ?-for example, you will find no long leases,
and the worst farming ; and you will ' You must no longer sit before your
find with long leases good farming, even doors, with your pipes in your mouths, and
in the midst of bad ; and vice versd, drinking your ale; but you must at once
This is unpalatable, of course. Hon. bestir)ourselves.'
Gentlemen say it is not true. I ask What said the Member fol Somerset-
them if they expect farmers to farm well shne (Mr. Miles), who somemnes up-
without long leases ? Can you really pears herein thechalactm of the ' farm-
expect tenants to lcy out capltat in eis' fnend?'--that
draining and improvements without long
leases ? I should feel insulted ff any- ' InScotland they have double our crops,
body offered me a farm, expecting me and that this might be secured in this
to lay out money, without the secmlty country by improved husbandry.'
of a lease. What is the language of the Now, this is not fair language on the
farmers themselves? You must not part of landownms to farmers ; for if
treat them now as if they believed you protection be reduced, the farmers have
the ' farmers' friends.' Did you hear a right to reduced rents ; and if not, let
the petition I presented from Dorset- us hear what is the iutention of the
shire, agreed to at a meeting of 3ooo Corn-law ?
farmers and others, and signed by the We have heard a great deal of am-
chairman, a landholder, for the total biguouslanguage dmmg the debate from
repeal of the Corn-laws? the right hon. Vice-President of the

But this cannot be treated as a faim- Board of Tlade (Mr Gladstone), but
er's question. We shall have it put we have not yet heald what the Corn-
upon a proper footing from this very law and the tanff have done At one
mght. The Corn-law, if it does any- time, we hear an avowal of reduced
thing, raises rents. I do not comehere prices ; next (like putting fro'ward one
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foot, and then withdrawing it, and ad- deprive others of their monopoly. But
vancing the other to erase the foot-trace), what I have to say is this--we want no
we hear that credit was not taken for monopoly ; and thts I know, that the
that. This might not be intended, but moment I go amongst the farmers, and
it certainly is calculated to deceive the say we are for free trade in coffee, m
farmers But the right hon. Gentleman sugar, in manufactures, in everything,
said, ' Whether the tariff has reduced that the farmers, like honest and jubt
prices or not, prmes had been reduced, men as they are, will at once exclam_,
and there has been no reason to com- ' That is right, that _s fair ! ' Now I not
plain.' This sort of amblgmty ISnot the only say thl_, but I complam of some-
way now to deal with the fanners, thing else. There was a singular eva-
Gentlemen must not regard thl_ as a sion of the question by the r_ght hon.
battle between the farmers and the Baronet (Sir R. Peel), when he talked
manufacturers We propose to make of colonial manufactures aud colonial
good friends with the farmers. Ye_; pioduce, and mixed them up with the
we are their best fllends, their only corn question. Butwhatwe want isa
friends, their best customers ; and I can flee tlade m everything. The pohcy of
tell you this, they are beginning to be the right hon. Gentleman amalgamated
sick of the political landlords, duties for the purposes of protection, and

There is a small seetmn of this House duties for the purposes of revenue, and
now setting themselves up as the real he would have it believed that we could
farmers' friends, upon the ruing of the not car D" flee tlade without interfering
old friendship : and I can say this, that with the custom-house dutles. Now,
so badly have they been treated, that we do not want to touch her Majesty at
they are now mchned to suspect even all by _hat we do. We do not want to
these new friends ; and they say, ' What touch duties simply for revenue ; but we
are they after ? Don't you think they want to prevent certain parties from
want to get up a party _ Ale they not having a revenue which is of benefit to
wishing to make themselves trouble- themselve% but advantage to none else.
some to the Minister, that he may fancy On the contraD, , what we seek for is the
it worth while to offer theln some- irnprovement of her Majesty's revenue ;
thing?' The farmels are now disposed what we wish to gain is that nnprove-
to distrust everybody who promises them ment. V_e say that your monopoly gives
anything ; and the reason they are ready you a temporary advantage--a tempol-
to look on us with friendly eyes is, that ary, not a permanent advantage, and that
we never promised them anything. We you thereby cripple the resources of the
tell them distinctly that leglslatmn can revenue.
do nothing for them. It is a fraud. What is the mnount of all these pro-
They must never allow bargaining for tectmg duties? This morning I went
leases and rents to be mixed up with through the whole of those revenue re-
politics. They nmst deal with their turns, and how much do you think they
landlolds as with their wheelwrights and amounted to? To two millions per an-
saddlers, with a view to busmess, and num, and this included the timber duties,
business alone, and every other article to which you for

I am fully aware that I have said more your royal views give protection. This
f than may be quite agreeable to hon. is the entire question. What is, I ask.

Gentlemen opposite. I think it is but the difficulty of abolishing protectmg
fmr to exculpate ourselves flora the im- duties on manufactures? How much
putations that have been cast upon us do they produce to the Customs? Less
by the right hon. Gentleman (Sir R. than 35o, ooo/. a-year. "/.'hen the right
Peel), and the VIce-PresKtent of the hon. Gentleman has spoken of the cotton
lh_a_d of Trade, that we are seeking a trade. How much is paid, think you,
monopoly fi}r omsclves, as well as to for the protection of cotton goods? By
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tile last return% 815oZ. a-year. There Does the right hon. Gentleman know
is no difficulty m a Prime Minister, m a what that would lead to ? If free trade
Minister of capacious mind, of enlalged be theoretically right--if it is as old as
views, of one whose genius leads him to truth itself, why is it not apphcable to
deal with something better than caviare the state and circumstances of this coun-
and other trifling articles. Such a Mm- try ? What ! truth not apphcable ; then
ister would, I say, find no difficulty in there must be something very false in
sweeping away the protecting duties, yore system, if truth cannot harmoni._e

Then the right hon. Gentleman spoke with it. Our object is to make you
of subverting the whole of our colomal conform to troth, by making you dls-
sy_:tem. What does he mean by subvert- pease with your monopohes, and bnng-
nag the whole of our colonial system ? mg your legislation within the bounds
We do profess to subvclt the colomal of ju_t,ce. I thank you for the admis-
monopohes. It Is true that we would sion that we have a true cause, and,
do that ; but that is not subverting the armed with the truth of that cause, I
colomal system. What we would do appeal to the friends of humanity, I ap-
must beneft the lcvenue, and not mime. peal to those on the other side who pro-
The equalization of the duty on sugar fess and practise benevolence, I appeal
would increase the revenue, as it has to certain Members on the other side of
been proved by Mr. M'Gregor, to an the House, and I appeal especially to a
amount of not less than 3,ooo,oool. a- ce, tam noble Lord (Lord Ashley), and
veal Take away the monopoly, and you I ask him, can he car,3' out h,s schemes
benefit the revenue. You might, too, do of benevolence if he votes for any re-
the same with coffee. You might me, ease stnct_on on the supply of file people's
the revenue to the amount of 3oo,ooof. food _ If he should vote agamst the
a-year by the equahzatlon of file duty on present motion, I ask h,m, will not he
coffee. Would It be an injury to the and h,s friends be wewed with susplmon
colonies that you left them to all the m the manufactunng d,stncts ?
enjoyments of a free trade ? \Vhere is We often hear a great deal about cha-
the value of our possessions, ff they are nty, but what have we to do w,th cha-
not able to supply us with articles as nty ? Yes, I say, what havewe to dowlth
cheap and as good as come from othel chanty m this House ? The people ask
countries? They payus the same pace for justice, and not chanty. We are
for our cottons as other countncs, and bound to deal out just,ee, how can
no more. If they cannot supply us with challty be dealt out to an entire nation ?
sugar, surely they can supply us with Where a nat,on is the recipients, ,t is
something else. difficult to ,magme who can be the do-

There can, then, be no dlffLculty in nots. I, therefore, exhort the advocates
the way of the Exchequer _vhlch need of rehglon, the advocates of education,
p_event you from carrying the principle the fllends of molal and physlcal ml-
of fl'ee trade. I wanttheAnt,-Corn-law plovement, to reflect upon the vote,
League to be known as the Free-trad6 whmh they ale about to gave I ask,
League. I know that hon. Gentlemen what will the country say if such Mem-
opposite think that all we want to do is bets, patching up a measure of detail,
to take away the corn monopoly. The are found voting in the approaching
pubhc mind is raged on by us against dlv,_on against the mot,oil of the hon.
that key-stone m the arch of monopoly ; Member for Wolverhampton? I call
but I can tell hon. Gentlemen opposite, upon them, therefole, to separate them-
that that organizat,on never will be d,s- selves from those w,th _hom they are
persed untd there is a total abrogation accustomed to act, unless they are pre-
of every monopoly. There has been a -pared to lose at[ the influence whic]_ they
great deal of talk of free trade bemg h_ve laboured so hard to acqmle m the
theoret,cally and m the abstract r_ght, manufacturing d_st_,ct_. I call upo_
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them to support the present measure if think the noble Lord has not treated the
they hope to be useful, great party on this slde of the House,

There are 7,ooo, ooo or 8,ooo, ooo nor the country, well, m not stating ex-
people without wheaten bread. If the pliclfly the grounds on which he would
people continue to descend in the scale retain any portion of this obnoxious
of physical comfort, and to eat potatoes, law. He talked of the exclusive bur
the hope of moral improvement which dens to which he said the land was sub-
the friends of humanity indulge must be ject ; but he did not specify those bur-
altogether disappointed. The right hon. dens. I have the greatest respect for
Gentleman the President of the Board the noble Lord, but I venture to tell
*of Trade said, that the importation of him that I think it is due to his own re-
60%oooquarters of wheat would be a putatton, and to the party which ac.
national calamity ; but how otherwise knowledges him for its leader, that he
are the people to be supported ? The should distinctly state the grounds on
Poor-law Commissioners told them that which he advocates the imposition of a
they must add a county as large as duty on the importation of corn. As
Warwick to the territorial extent of the far as I know the feeling out of doors,
country, or the population of the land whatever may be the fate of the motion,
must descend to a lower scale of food. however smai1 the numbers in its favour
They wiI1 go on multiplying ; no scheme may be, it will not have the slightest
has yet been dewsed to stop that. You effect upon the progress of public opm-
have attempted to bring down the popu- Ion on the question. The League will
lation to the supply ; but the evil which go on as they have hitherto done. In
you sought to inflict upon them has re- the course of our agitation we may pro-
coiled upon yourselves, bably dissolve Parliaments and destroy

I have now a word to say to the noble Ministries, but still public opinion upon
Lord (J. Russell) the Member for Lon- the subject cannot be checked by the
don. The noble Lord will not vote for division, whatever it may be, and, If
this motion ; he says he objects to the there be any force in truth and justice,
repeal of the Corn-laws, but prefers a we shall go on to an ultimate and not
fixed duty to the shding-scale. Now, I distant triumph.
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[The systematm agltaUon fol tile repeal of the Corn-laws commenced with a meeting
held at King-street, Manchester, on Dec 2oth, _838. In course of time considerable
funds _ere collected, m order to carry on the movement, tn I843. the League hired
Covent Garden Theatre. and employed it for the purpose of metropohtan m eetmg_,
besides orgamsmg a complete staffof lecturers throughout the country, and estabhshmg
a newspaper ,,vhmhshould report speeche_ and disseminate mformanon on the subject
In the speech printed below, v.hen Mr. Cobden said that the League had resolved to
petmon the House of Commons no longer, the audience, almost in one mass, rose
and bmbt into a series o[ the most enthusiastic cheers, which lasted for several
minutes, aceompamed by wawng of hats and handkerchiefs, and other tokens of
satisfaction.]

IT would be no xmpeachment of the revival wdl not only terminate our agl-
nerves of the most practised speaker if tartan, but that it _s the best possible
he felt a httle daunted at such a meeting refutatmn of the truth of our pnnclples.
as this. I thought our last gathering at Now I tell them that it will not put an
Drury Lane a most imposing one, but end to our agltatmn, and I am prepared
that could not be compared with the to show them and you that it is a tn-
subhme spectacle whmh now presents umphant ploof of the truth of ot_r prm-
itself before me. My business to-mght clples I admit the paitial revival of
is pmely of a ptactmal nature, and I am trade and manufactures ; I wish I could
glad _t is so, for I am altogether a say _t was n general rewval. I wish I
practical man. I do not know that I could say it was half as extensive as
should have deemed it necessary to these monopohst exaggerations repre-
tlouble you with one word of argument sent it to be.
on the general question of the Corn- What is the cause of the revival ? I
laws or Free Trade ; but wemeet at the am not in the habit of troubling such
present moment under rather different meetings as this with reading stanstical
cucumstanees from those under which documents--they are generally most m-
we last parted, and I will, therefore, appropriate--but by way of showing
detsm you for a moment before I enter you what the cause of the recent rewval
into the practical details which I have of trade is, as an fllustratmn better than
to bring before you. You will have any other I couId glve you of the truth
observed m the monopohst newspapers of our principles, I will just ask your
that our opponents place considerable attention to one short stanstmal state-
rehance, in seeking to make out a case, ment. The average price of wheat m
upon the recent revival of trade and the three years, I839, i84 o, and 184I,
manufactures, for they tell you that this _as 67s I,/ ; the price m I839 ben N
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7o_. 6a'., the price iu I84o, 66s. 41./.; tural produce, is equal to the same
and the price m IS4I, 04s 5_l. These quantity of glum (sixty mllhons of
three years were years of unparalleled quarters) ; and the price of the one
suffering and distress in this country, being, as I have sald, governed by the
Last autumn Providence blebsed us with othel, taking the advance in puce a_
an abundant harvest, and this, m con- equal to 8s. a quarter, here is a further
nectlon with an maportation of foreign addition of twenty-fore mllllon_ sterl-
corn to the extent of three milhons, so Ing, making a total of sixty mlllion_
reduced the ptme of wheat, that the sterhng per annum, or thirty milhans
average price of that article for the first fol the half year, or five mdhons per
six months of the present year has been month. All this difference m price was
only 47 s. 7a' Now, if thele had been left an the pockets of the people the first
no revival of trade, under such orcum- six months of the present year; which
stances, I should not have dared to saving, after supplying food and other
appear before you. I should ha_e articles of agllcultural produce, they
deserved, indeed, the character of an were thus able to spend in othel ways,
Impostor, as to all that I have said on in buying articles of linen and cotton
this subject, had there been no levlval manufacture, hats, bonnets, and so
of trade under such cucmnstances. You forth. This accounts fol the increased
will have observed fiom what I have demand we have noticed for the labour
said, that wheat was about 2os. aquarter of those who lnake linen and cotton
less for the first six months of the present goods, hats, bonnets, and so forth ; and
year than for the three years, 1839, this accounts, too, for the people being
I84O, and I841 ; and while there was able to buy an extra quantity of tea,
tht, reduction in the prme of wheat, sugar, and other articles In the cheap
there was, at the same time, a reduction year, beyond what they consume in dear
in the price of all other kinds of grain years, and thls again accounts for the
by 8s. a quarter, foreign trade m those articles also

In order to understand the magafitude implovmg
and lmpoltance of the subject with This, I say, accounts for the partial
whmh we have to deal--there are some revival we have observed in our trade ;
who think we over-estimate its import- but, then, this revival has been accom-
ance; I think that up to the present panied by a corresponding depression
time we have under-estimated it--m of the agricultural interest. The ugH-
order to understand the matter better, I cultural and the manufacturing interests
wdl mention, that the estimated con- would seem to be like the two buckets
sumptlon of grain per annum in this an a draw-well, the one going down
country is twenty million quarters of empty as the other comes up full. In
wheat, and forty millions of quarters of proportion as there is a rewval of mr-
all other kinds of grain. It follows, nufactures, consequent upon moderate
therefore, that the additional cost of prices an food, we hear the cry of agri-
grain in each of the three years of cultural distress. This has always been
distress was, say--twenty mllhons of so much the case, that I challenge any
quarters of wheat, at 2os. a quarter, one to point out an instance, ever since
twenty millions sterling ; forty millions these Corn-laws were introduced, where-
of quarters of all other kinds of grain at in the agriculturists and the manufae-
8s., sixteen milhons sterhng ; together, turers have had simultaneous prosperity.
thirty-six millions sterling. But grain Now, I ask, is this a natural state of
is not the only article of agricultural things? Is tins alternation of dlstress--
ploduce, though grain governs the price this intermittent fever, now attacking
of the other articles. It IS estimated the one great portion of the body poh-
that the consumption of potatoes, meat, tic, and then the other--this distress
cheese, and all other articles of agricul- fathng on the farmer at a time when
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Iteaven hub blessed hun with an abund- or fiom the capital of their own deluded
ant harvest--IS this a natural state of vlctnns, the fatmers. The landowners
things? And yet in every Instance --Oh, shame upon the order T I say
where the farmets have been plunged shame upon the landownels and their
In the greatest distress and suffering, it order, unless they shall speedily lescue
has been m the midst of the most themselves from this pmable--if they
bountiful harvest, and in the most deserve pity--this degrading dilemma.

genial seasons. Any man who takes The tandownms will very soon be
these facts alone must have a very un- ashamed to hold up their heads and
due and Irreverent notion of the gloat own themselves to be Enghsh land-
Cleator of the world, ff he supposes that ownels and members of our arlstoelacy
this is a natural or a demgned state of in anyenllghtened and civilised country
_hmgs. No; there is an unnatural m Europe.
cause for this unnatulal state of things, Do I seek to injure the landownels
and that unnatural cause is the law even pecuniarily? I have never owned it
which lnterfetes with the wisdom of the whole I should have been most ready to
Divine Prowdence, and substitutes the tell them my opinions to their face--m
law of wicked men for the law of the House of Commons. The land-
nature, owners have nothing pecumartly, they

Dunng the three years to whmh I have nothing ultnnately, to dread from
have been adverting, the ownels of the a free trade in corn. But under Free
sod m_ght have expected to have suffered Trade, Instead of extorting their rents
in consequence of the bad seasons ; but from the &stress of every class in the
what has been the fact ? The landlords country, they would be thrown back
have been revelhng in p_osperlty--in a upon their own resources. Now there
bloated and diseased prosperlty--at the are riches slumbering in the soft--if the
very time when the people have been owners employ their capital and their
suffering the greatest p_ ivations and intelligence, as other classes are forced to
want of food. Rents have been using, do, m other pursuits--there are unde-
I say it boldly--it cannot be denied-- veloped bounties even on the surface of
rents have been genelally, if not unl- the earth, and there are ten times more
velsally, raised during the three years beneath the sat'face, which would make
of which I have been speaking How them richer, happier, and better men, if
stands the case of the landowner during they would cast aside this monopoly.
the years of short crops and suffering to Last week, in addressing the farmers of
the whole comlnumty _ He then extorts Cheshne, I said I would bnng a jury of
his rents from the distress of the opera- Scotch agllcultunsts before the House
tire, from the capital of the employer, of Commons--if their verdict could be
or from the savings of tho_e who are taken there--who would state upon oath
hving upon the accmnulatlons of them- that the sulface of Cheshire would, if
selves or their forefather_. And when ploperly cultivated, yield three times the
the season is favourable--when Heaven amount of its present produce. If you
smiles upon the fields, and OUl harvests were travelling by the railroad, and
ale agmu abundant--the landlord ex- marked the country from Stafford to
torts his _ent from the distress and the "_Vhltmore, and then from Whltmore to
capital of the farmer. Nobody can Crewe, and thence the thirty miles to
deny that for a series of year_ the land- Manchester, I challenge alI England to
owners have been lalslng their rents, show such a disgraceful picture--three-
not from the legitimate prosperity of the fourths of the finest fields left to the
tillers of the soft, or the plospenty of undisputed dominion of rashes--not a
the manufacturing classes. They have shilling spent in draining, although it
been raising their rents from the capital is now universally acknowledged that
and the labour of the tradnlg community, draining is the means of doubhng the
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productions of such sotls--hedge-rows events. But that we are not going to
of everylmagmable shape but a stra@_t forget them, and that we will make this
hne, and fields of everyconcelvable form the occasion for rcdoubhng our exer-
but the right one. And these are the Uons, the plan which I shall have the
men who content themselves with slug- pleasure of laying before I you, and sub-
glsh mdo]ence, and draw from the im- nutting to your approbation as the plan
povenshment of the people ; who pick of the League for future proceedings,
the pockets of the handloom weavers will be sufficient to demonstrate.
rather than by a right apphcatmn of You have heard that we have d_stri-
then intellect and their capital, double buted a vast amount of useful knowledge
the quantity of grain, or butter, ol cheese, on the subject of the existing monopoly.
wluch the land is capable of providing. We should be bad husbandmen ff we
And thus, if Flee Trade did compel allowed the harvest whmh is ripening
them to sell their artmles at a less pace, around us to be overspread by weeds o_
It would be the means of enabling the gathered by others than by ourselves.
people of the country to have a double The League proposes to take another
supply of food. The home market for step m glwng a direction to the legMa-
food would be doubled, and the land- t_ve power of th_s country. We pro-
owner m_ght become an honest pohtt- pose to d_aw the bonds more closely be-
cmn. tween the League and the electoral body

We are now told that the present of the country, by the course of pro-
state of the manufacturing and trading ceedmgs which I shall submit to you.
classes will put an end to the agitation We regard the electors of the country
for the repeal of the Corn-laws. Why, as possessing m their own hands abso-
gentlemen, I think we have a few me- lute dommma within these reahns. The
mentoes left yet to remind us that we laws of the eountly, whether good or
have a Corn-law monopoly m the shape bad, are but the blcath of their nostrils.
of an income-tax ; m our extra poors' It is not our fault ff the electoral body
rates, extra county-rates, extra taxation _snot exactly as we should have wished
for the five thousand troops whmh were to have found it--we must work with
added to the army m I839 , on the first the instruments we have, unless others
outbreak consequent upon the famine will find us better ones. We are not in
whmh overspread the land, We have fault if the electoral body is so distri-
these, andother memonalsofmonopoly; buted as to give by its scattered and
and ff some of us have survived the hur- detached fragments the greatest advan-
ricane, can we forget the thousands and tages to our enennes, who are the cue-
tens of thousands who fell vmtlms to the mles of the human race, in meeting us
distress of I839, I84o, and I84x ? Shall in the field of combat. We must make
we forget that 5oo, oo0 of our country- the best use we can of it as it is. The
men have, since the August of I835 , ex- plan of the League is to bring the more
pamated themselves flora their native powerful sectmns of the electoral body
soft, to seek m more hospitable _and's the into a umon with the more vulnerable
food denied them here ? Can we forget portions. What is the use of Manches-
the hundreds who have dropped into a ter and Birmingham, and Glasgow and
premature grave, famine-stricken, since Edinburgh, possessing an overwhelming
that time _ Can we forget the scores majority- which no monopolist wall
who, by the records of the coroners' dare to face at another election--if thelr
courts, have dmd by their own hands, to vomes are to be counterbalanced, pro-
escape a hngermg death by starvation ? bably by the intriguers 1,wng in some
No ; if we could be selfish enough--we 2 small borough which has for electoral
who have braved the storm and outlived purposes the same weight as Manchester
the hurricane--ourselves to forget these or Birmingham ? But we will bring the
things, we ought to be reminded of these gre_,t majority of the electors m the
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large boroughs into union with those in tion by means of the penny postage,
the smaller ones. Do you suppose that which has not yet been sufficiently nse_l.
because the small boroughs have not I may say, m a parenthesis, that the
always resisted the influences exercised Duke of Buckingham presided at a
upon them, they are without sympathy pubhc meeting at Salt Hill, to celebrate
with the condition of other bod:es of the defeat of the Great Western Rail-
their countrymen ? I have the means way. He was a sagacious man, for the
of knowing the reverse to be the case. railways andiche penny postage will pull
I have been to your cathedral cities and down his monopoly. We intend, then,
to your rural boroughs, whmh are now to keep the constltuencmswell informed
represented by monopohsts ; and I have by means of the penny postage, enclos-
heard upon the best authority that mg the useful reformation connected
three-fourths of the inhabitants are heart with the question, and tracts bearing the
and soul Free Traders. most recent illustrations of it together.

We propose--we, the League, pro- What could be more desirable than to-
pose a plan. And don't suppose that morrow to send to those 3oo,ooo elector_
means a few men from l_anchester, copies of the newspapers containing the
The League is composed, I hope, of this best repolts of this meeting ? But we
meeting to begin with. It contains a propose to send them one letter a week,
great majority of the electors m the and that will cost twopence for the
great towns and cities I have mentioned, stamp and the enclosure That will be
This is the League, and before long I 25ool. I mention this by way of illus-
hope it will compnse every man m the tratmn and p_eface to what I am going
country, unless he either beheves that to tell you befole I conclude. Besides
he has an interest in monopoly, or be- th_s correspondence, we intend to v_slt
cause the marks of stupidity are so every borough m the kingdom, not by
strongly mlprmted on his countenance agents--we will go ourselves, because
as to hold out a continual runmng in- we wmlt the thing well done. We will
vitation, ' Come rob me.' We propose specmlly mwte the electors to meet such
to prowde a copy of every reg_stratmn- deputatmns without d_stmction of party
hst for every borough and county m the --we know nothing of party lfl this agl-
United Kingdom, as soon as the present tatmn,--and hawng met the electors, we
registration shall have been completed, shall have a httle business to transact
We intend to bring these registers to a w_th them. In the first place, we shall
central office in London. We then urge upon our friends to orgamse them-
propose to open a correspondence the selves, and to commence a canvass of
most extensive that ever was contem- their boroughs to ascertain the number
plated, and that ever, I am sure, was of Free Traders, and in every case
undertaken. Those electors amount to where it is poss_ble to obtain a majonty
8oo,0o0 ; but I will take 3oo, ooo, ex- of the electors m favour of Free Trade;
cludmg those m the already safe that mNorltyto memoriahse thmr mere-
boroughs, as forming the number neces- hers, where they have not voted rightly,
sary to consntute the returns of a major- to vote in favour of Mr. Vflhers' motmn,
ltyin the House of Commons. We pro- which will be brought on early next
pose to correspond _uth these 3oo, ooo sessmn. Besides that, the deputatmn
to begin with. Aud ,;hen I say corre- will urge upon the electors to have a
spond, don't let any tm_id, cautious Free-trade candldate ready to supplant
friends fancy that we are going to corn- every monopohat who still retains a seat
mlt them by forming ourselves into a for a borough ; and the League will
'Corresponding Socmty.' I am going pledge nself, "_here a borough con_U-
to tell you what we mean to correspond tuency finds itself at a loss for a candy-
about. W'e plopose to keep people well date, to furnish it with one, and to give
reformed as to the progresb of our ques- to every borough in whtch a vacancy
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occurs an opportunity for its eleetol_ to will try the experiment of a criminal
record their votes m favour of Free-trade court against these gentry. The man
principles. [A Vome : ' The City.'] who bribes, el offers a bribe, is guilty of
We'll talk of that by-and-by, a misdemeanour, and liable to a heavy

Now, it may be objected to us--and fine, and also hable to a severe xm.
it has been obJected--that by such prisonment. I have heard an objection
means no good can be accomphshed, made that you cannot obtain a con-
If it cannot be accomplished by such vmUon in such a case. You cannot
means, it cannot be righteously accom- obtain a conviction ! why not ? Will a
phshed at all But it can be aceom- jury of our countrymen find a verdict of
phshed by such means, and we have gmlty against the hapless wretch who
hitherto been unfairly dealt _ lth In our steals a morsel of bread for his famishing
struggle with the constltueneles. The ch_idren, and will theynot convict those
last general election disclosed an amount whose guilt was of tenfold crnmnahty--
of bribery, corruption, and mtnmdanon, who would buy and sell that franchise
Involving blutal violence, even to homl- upon wlnch the bread of that poor
clde ; and the present Parhament is the creature depends? I say, yes. The
creature of tbat wle system. And shall juries of this country are precisely the
such a system be continued ? No ; not class which will convict an such cases,
against the League. Whenever we have and it is upon a jury of the country that
a voice--and we will have one m every we mainly rely for putting down bribery,
borough when an election takes place-- and abating the flagrant system of m-
we wdl see if we cannot put down this tnmdanon for the future. Yes, a jury
system of brabely, and I think we may of our countay saved our liberties m
manage effectually to muzzle the lntmal- trams past from a despotic monarchy,
daters. The system itself got Its death- and again flora corrupt and tyrannical
blowat the last election. Itwas found, admlmstrat_ons ; and lt will save us from
m the first place, too costly. The rents the worse danger to our hberties--from
would not stand such an expernnent the tarot that has been eating rote the
again for either party In the next, 2vh. electoral bodies of the kingdom.
Roebuck's exposure--and thanks to him it is not the mtennon of the League
for makmg it--shamed even shameless to recommend any further petltioningto
men m the House of Commons. In the the House of Commons. So soon as
next, Lord John Russell's new law--I the proceedings in reference to the
wonder they ever let hnn pass it-- electoral body to which I have alluded
presents the means of putting down shall have reached such a point as to
bribery, if fairly used ; but beyond that warrant the step, the Council will re-
we have a better and a wiser lesort than commend the electols, not to petition
any. Hitherto the bribers and the Parliament--of that enough has been
bnbees have been suffered to escape done already--but to memorialise the
with impunity. They have been Queen, that she will be pleased to dis-
brought befole the House of Commons, solve the present Parliament, which,
a Committee has decided upon the case, like everything generated in corruption,
the petmoner has had the satisfaction must necessarily be short-lived, and to
of unseating the member, and was sad- gave to the electors an opportunity of
dled wlth the same expense, and was at sending men to make laws, with the
liberty to stand again ; but the House advantages of the lights and experience
of Commons took no steps to punish which they have acquired, since, under
those by whose guilt the s)stem _as a delusion, they were induced at the last
earned on. By that means they were election to _etmn the majority of the
accessoues after the fact; and little present House of Commons.
better, indeed, could be expected from I have now told you the plan which
such a tlou-_c of Commons. Now, we we have to submit to )ou, the sanction
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of which we have to ask you to-night ; We have given but a shght specimen of
and a_ a means of carrying on these what we shall be able to do when a
proceedings, and to famish the money l_llnlster, whether Whig or Tory, shall
fo_ doing so, the Council are resolved to adopt such a course. He shall have the
raise the sum of lO%OOOL Yes, it may support of the League to carry such a
saver waste of ink to-morrow, by telling measure, whatever hls other pohtleal
the monopolist scribes that the money opinions may be.
wlll be raised, and that hereafter, as We do not seek to interfere with any
heretofore, the men who have taken the man's pohtlcal opinions ; there are no
greatest amount of labour, and who will ulterior objects in the view of this Asso-
continue to do so m the cause, and who elation I say it solemnly, on behalf of
did so hefore they wele ever heard of the men with whom I am dalIyassoclat-
beyoud the precincts of their own locah- rag, that they have no second or col-
t,es, will, astheydld from thebegmmng, lateral object In vlew that I am ac-
lead thevan m the amount of their sub- quamted with. The single and undts-
scllptlons for the great object which we gulsed object of the League _s to put
have in view. We offer to every one do_n commercial monopoly ; but that
the oppoxtumty of registering his name, cannot be done by saddling upon our
ol her name, on this muster-roll of corn- backs a fixed duty on corn, which means
mercial freedom ; and we do so with a dlffelentlaI duty on sugar, on coffee,
the perfect assurance that at is the last and monopoly In every other article.
tlme we shall have to call upon our The Corn-law is the great tree of Mo-
trlends for a sacnfiee in the cause. I nopoly, undel whose baneful shadow
feel bound, in making this statement, to every other restriction exists. Cut it
take care that there shall be no ires- down by the roots, and it will destroy
understanamg m the minds of any party the others in its fall. The sole object
as to the money which shall be sub- of the League is to put an end to and
scribed, or the conditions on which it extinguish, at once and for ever, the
shall be raised. We ask no one to give prulciple of maintaining taxes for the
us money unless they are fully convinced benefit of a paltlcular class. The object
that we are m earnest in the principles _s to make the re',enue what it ought to
which we advocate. We ask none to he--a stream flowing into the Queen's
contribute unless they believe that the Exchequer, and not a penny of it In-
characters, personal, private, and public, tercepted by the Duke of Buckingham,
of the menwho shall be hereafter taking or Sir E 1,2natchbull, to pay off their
the responsible part In this agitation, are endowments or their settlements ; by
such a_ they can approve and trust ; and Lord Mounteashel to discharge his bur-
we do not ask anybody to join us now thens or his mortgages ; or by any other
who will not be piepared, when the person, or for the maintenance of any
time shall come, to give full effect to his object whatsoever.
opinions and eonvlctlons by standing I have told you the object of the
firm to the principles upon which the League ; but it is no fault of ours If our
League is founded. Let there be no enemies, by their opposition to our just
mlsundelstandIng as to that. This is demands, give rise to a st_uggleon other
not a party move, to serve any existing points with which this agitation has
political olganisatlon ; we care nothing nothing to do. It is no fault of ours if
for political pal ties. As they at present with this agitation should be mixed up
stand, there is very httle indeed to the question of rents, andshould mingle
choose between the two great parties, in a degree that would rende_ it difficult
Let a statesmanofestabhshed reputation, to separate the rlghts of property from
of whatever side in pohtlcq, take the the clarets of those who labour under
step for perfect fieedom of tlade, he the grievance of these mtolelable exae-
shall have the support of the League. tions. It is no fault of ours if the no-
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bility of this country should become as to promote the purpose of any pohfical
much detested at their own baronial party ; and, so far as the labour goes,
hall doorsaswerethenoblesseofFrance so long as I am blessed with health, I
previous to the Revolution. We are shall give it cheerfully ; nay, I shall
responsible for none of these things, consider it a privilege to labour m the
The fault hes with those who suppolt cause. If I were not convinced that
monoply, who a_c deaf to reason and the questlon comprises a great moral
justice, and who place themselves upon principle, and involves the greatest
a pedestal ofmjustme ; a pecle_tal which moral world's revolution that was ever
Is always liable to fall, and always cer- yet accomphshed for mankind, I should
tam to bring down those who stand not take the part I do m this agitation.
upon it. Free Trade! What is it? Why,

Gentlemen, I have said my say. breaking down the barriers that separate
There are others to follow me, and I nations ; those barriers, behind which
will only say, unfe_gnedly, that we are nestle the feelings of pride, revenge,
engaged in an agitation whmh has no hatred, and jealousy, which every now
ulterior views, and that whde so engaged and then burst their bounds, and deluge
we are utterly regardless of the imputa- whole countries with blood ; those feel-
tions that may be cast upon us by our rags which nourish the poison of war
opponents. I could spare the monopo- and conquest, whmh assert that without
hst prints oceans of ink, and great mid- conquest we can have no trade, whmh
night labour in prepanngtheir vnupera- foster that lust for conquest and do-
tions, if I could only make them believe minion which sends forth your warrior
that their attacks upon me fall asharm- chiefs to scatter devastation through
less as the water-drops from the sky do. other lands, and then calls them back
We have no desire to be polmclans. I that they may be enthroned securely m
say it, without affectation, that there is your passmns, but only to harass and
not a man amongst us who aims at oppress you at home. It is because I
making a pohtmal life hts profession, thmk I have a full apprehensmn of the
We are aware that this great question moral bearing of this question, that I
must be carried in Parliament, not by take a pride and glatlficatmn in forming
us, but by some statesman of estabhshed one m the present agitatmn ; and I m-
reputation ; but while we possess the wte you all to take a part in st, for there
power that we do possess out of doors-- is room and glory and fame enough for
and it is nothlng to what it will be allassoonaswehaveachlevedthegIeat
twelve month_ hence--the cause shall triumph of the do_nfall of the Coin-
never be sunendered to any Mmlstel, laws.
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VI.

LONDON, OCTOBER I3, I843.

[After the death of Sn Matthew YVood, and, eonsequently, on a _acancy m the repre-
sentat_vn of the Cny of London, two candldates--Mr. Pattlson. Free Trader, and Mr
"Ihomas Baring, a Protecnomst--came forward as rival candldates Mr. Patt_son
_as returned by a narrow majority, and the victory _as deemed slgmfieant. The day
after this meeting, the League resolved to raise _oo,oooL, x2,6oo/4 of _hlch was sub-
scribed m Manchester m a single day ]

WE do not seek to disguise the fact sit at the receipt of custom to take
that our object here is to discuss with tithe and toll for'the benefit of peculiar
you--to entreat with you--to canvass classes.
you on the important election about to There is something so obviously hon-
take place. Our meetings, gentlemen, est and just m what we advocate, that
are always canvassing meetings ; we there has been no writer, seated m the
have no other object m our meetings qmetude of his closet, who has dis-
than to influence the electoral voice, and cussed the matter--there is no writer, I
every voter of the City of London has say. wlth a name having pretensions to
Iccelved a circular, requesting his pre- last beyond the year of the pubhcation
sence here. The question we have to of his works, who does not agree with
submit is not very well fitted for declare- u_ m our doctrines. Nay, we have hved
atory appeals; and ff we would make to see plactlcal statesmen, while they
a good use of the short time we have, hold. office, actually driven by the force
to address ourselves to your judgments, of algument and the intelligence of the
we must beg your attentmn to what may age, to admit the justice of our prmcl-
appear very dry matter. We have come ples, while they have basely conde-
here to ask you to constder whether you scended to piact_se their d_rect opposite.
will glve your votes m favour of Mono- Nay, more, your candidates, both of
poly or Free Tlade. Now, by free trade I them, stand upon the same ground as
do not mean the thlowmg down of all to avowal of principle. The dlffelence
custom-houses. One of yore candidates, is, that one wilt honestly and consistently
Mr J3armg--m pine Ignorance, I pre- carry out his opinions--the other refuses
sume, for I will not suppose he would to do so. Now, our business is to ask
result you by inventing such a statement you, whether you will take a man for
--actually says that free trade means the your representative who, acknowledging
abolition of all custom-house duties, free tlade to be just--thoug]_ I con-
We have said, thousands of tmaes, that fe;s I believe he does not know much
our object is not to take away the about it--yet refuses to act up to his
Queen's officers flora the custom-house, professmns? \Vfll you take him, or a
bat to take those officers away who man who, after avowing our principles,
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will go into Parliament pledged and de- Exchequer had, during thc_e years, a
termlned to carry them out ? surplus of revenue ; he could afford to

Oul chairman has said that Mr.Ballng come forwald and remit taxat_,ul, lhlt
admits our principles to be tiue in the thenwe had the four years ofI83S , IS39,
abstract--thatls, thathlsownprmclples 184o, I84I , when monopoly dld lt_
are untrue in the abstract. I)ld you worst for the people, but when, accord-
ever hear of a father teaching his children mg to the argumeuts of its supporters,
to obey the Ten Commandmeuts--m it should have done Its best fol the
the abstlact) Did you evel know the revenue. And what was the lesult?
plea to go down at the Old Bailey, ariel \Vhy, a dechnmg levenue. And whLn
a verdict ofgmltyhad been leturned, of coin cost 65s. per quarter, the Plelnler
' Oh, I did _teal the pocket-llandkelchle f admitted that the ability of the working
--but only m the abstract ' ? Is mono- classes to pay any more tmxatmn was
poly an £bstractlon _ If it be, I have exhausted, and that lie had no alterna-
done _th 5h Bmlng and this electron i t_ve but to levy an income-tax upon the
but the ahstractlon presents ltself in middle classes. Now, I like to go to
bodily form under the shape of certain facts and experience, m t,reterence to
monopoh_ts, who dnnlnl_h, by one-hal_ authmlty ; and I take this expellence,
yout supply of sugar, and cut off large as a much better guide in forming my
slice, from your loaves. Now, that is opinions, than anything I_Ir. J3anng can
no abbtlactlon, say.

Let us for a moment condescend to And now then for sugar. Itere we
meet the arguments of our opponents, have another gn'eat monopoly. And let
although, in point of fact, these gentle- me remind you, citizens of London, that
men have put themselves out of corot you are fighting sugar monopolists lU
by their own admissmn. What are the the City rather than bread monopohsts
gtounds upon which they refuse to carry --that arlstoclacy of the sugar-hogshead,
into practice principles which they ad- to which I have so often referred--that
m,_t to be true in theory ? Why {they is the monopoly which you have now to
say), to start with, that, If you do gave deal with -- a most ignoble oligarchy.
up monopoly, it will be impossible for Mincing-lane cries aloud for protee-
you to raise the natlonal revenue. Now, tlon. And what has sugar done for the
if I understand this, it is, that we have revenue_ What is the plme of sugal
so much taxation to pay to the Queen in bond? 2Is. pm cwt. What do you
tor the suppo_ of our naval, mihtary, pay for it? 4Is per cwt. Here you
and civil est.xbhshments, that we never have 2os addltlonal on three or four
can get on unless we place a burden millions of cwts. ; an 1rein wolth fight-
of neally equal weight on our shoulders ing for, is it not ? And you, the shop-
m the shape of contnbutions payable keeper_, butchers and bakels, grocers
to the Duke of Buckingham and Co. and drapers of London, what good do
What does it mean, if it does not mean you obtain flora this monopoly ? There
that ? It is a poor complunent to the is this mysterious character, Monopo-
present age that this algument was never ly, sitting at your tea-tables, and for
discovered until our own day ; for when every lump of sugar put into your cup,
monopoly was first established, nobody presto !--there is another taken out or"
thought of making use of that argument, the basin _And when your wives and

Now, let us see how the m_posltion children look up, and ask for the lump
ofmonopohes can aid the revenue Take of sugar which they have earned, and
corn, an_d go back only to the time of which they think falrlybelongs to them-
your own memory. During the four selves, this mystenous assailant, ._iono-
years of 1834, I835 , I836 , and 1837, poly, says he takes it for your protection.
the average price of corn was 45s. It Well, now, what does the revenue lose
so happened that the Chanccllm of the by sugar ? Mr. Macgregor_ the Secrctaly
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to tile Board of Trade, In Ins evidence Tlade. [At tlli_ moment sometlni H

before the Import Duties Committee in gave way at tile back of the stage, and
i84o , showed that, if the monopoly m a tufting Interruption ensued.] Do not
sugar wele abated, the people would be afraid (continued the hon. Gentle-
have double the quantity at the same man}, it is only a form which has fallen ;

price, and that three mdlions of money it i_ symptomatic of the fall of the mo-
additional would be poured into the nopohsts. Now, have any of you had
Exchequer. Mr. Macgregor is still the your humanity entrapped and your sym-
Secretary of the Board of Trade, and pnthies bamboozled by these appeals
niost fit he is to fill the situation. Such against slave-giown produce? Do you
was his evidence, and In it Is pubhshed know how the law stands with regard to
to the world our eondemnatmn of the the sugar trade at present ? \Ve send

present system, our manufactures to Brazil, a_ it is; we
Now, what is the pretence for mono- bnng back Brazilian sugar ; that sugar

poly in sugar ? They cannot say that it is refined m this country-- refined in
benefits the revenue ; neither is it In- bonded warehouses, that is, warehouses
tended to benefit the farmer m England, where English people are not allowed to
oi the negro in the \¥est Indies What, get at it--and it is then sent abioad by
then, is the pretence set up ? Why, that our merchants, by those _ery men who
we must not buy slave-grown sugar. I are now preaching against the consump-
believe dlat the ambassador from the tion of slave-grown sugar. Ay, those

Brazfls IS here at present, and I think I very men and their connections who aie
can imagine an interview between him loudest in their appeals against slave-
and the President of the Board of Trade. grown sugar have bonded walehouses in

His Excellency is admitted to an rater- Liverpool and London, and send this
wew, with all the courtesy due to his sugar to Russia, to China, to Tmkey, to
rank. He delivers his credentials; he Poland, to Egypt ; m short, to any coun-

has come to arrange a treaty of corn- try under the sun ; to countries, too_
merce. I think I see the President of ha_nng a populatmn of 5oo, ooo, ooo ;

the Board of Trade calhng up a solenm, and yet these men will not allow you to

earnest, pious expression, and saying, have slave-grown sugar here. And why
' You are from the Brazils ; we shall be is it so ? Because the 27,000,000 of peo-

happy to trade with you, but we cannot ple here are what the 5o0,000,00o of
consclentiouslyreceive slave-grown pIo- people of whom I have spoken are not
duce.' His Excellency is a good man --the slaves of this sugar ohgarchy.
of business (most men are who come to Because ovel you they possess a power
us from abroad to settle commercial which they do not over others. Oh,

matters) : so he says, ' Well, then, we hypocrites ! The Mahometans have
will see if we can trade together in some gradations of punishment in a future
other way. What have you to sell us?' state for different kinds of sins, and the
'Why,' returns the President of the very lowest depth of all is assigned to
Board of Trade, 'cotton goods ; in these hypocrites. I should not wonder, when
amcles we are the largest exporters in the Turks hear of Mr. Baung, and the
the world.' ' Indeed,' exclaims his Ex- arguments uttered in the House of Com-

cellency, ' cotton, did you say ? "Where mons, if they were to offer up prayers
is cotton brought from _' 'Why,' re- for the poor hypocrites of this country.
plies the Minister, ' hem !--chiefly fl'om And these are the grounds on which, in
the United States;' and at once the this eighteen hundred and forty-third

question will be, ' Pray, is it free-grown year, you are called upon to Ieturn a
cotton, or slave-grown cotton ?' Now, man to Parliament to uphold monopoly,
I leave you to |magme the answer, and in order that a few men in the City may
I leave you also to picture the coanten- sell you your sugm 2os peI cwt. dearer
ante of the President of the Board of than the natural price of the market of

#
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the world. It is a dirt3,, a base and sor- the commercial operations of the wolld.
did couspiraey. I have said it before, lie knew well that he, sitting here in
and I wdl say it now, I would rather London, was but the minister, the pass-
be governed for a time by a despot hke ire instrument for effeeting the exchange
Mehemet Ah--a despot, yet a man of between the manufacturing districts and
genres--than I would knuckle downto the great ploducing counmes of the
a sordid austocracy, such as the sugar Continent. In his evidence before the
oligarchy. Thus the menwho maintain Bank Committee in I832, are these
monopoly by such ar_lments are the words :-
men from whom you might expect to
hear complaints, that we, happening to 'What I receive in large sums, other

people reeel_e m small sums, I buy on
have for half the year our domiciles in the E,:change bdls drawn from Liverpool,
Lancashire, should presume to have a Manchester, Newcastle, and other pIaees,
voice in the election here. and v_hmh come to every banker and mer-

I see by to-day's paper that Blr. Bar- chant in London. I purchase 600o1. or
ing _ays that we have no direct inter- 70oo'2, and sometimes xo,oool. of those
est in this election. What, is there a bills in a week, and I send them to the
law passed which I am not called upon Continent to my houses ; my houses pur-
to obey in Lancashire as well as here? chase against them bills upon this coun-
Does the sugar oligarchy content itself try, which are purchased for wine, wool,
with plundering its own constituents and other eommodmes.'

and ne@_bours ? No, they plunder Mr. Rothschild, had lie been living now,
Lancashire too. And oh, this comes
well from the monopolists. It is but would not have come folward and said,
consistent that the men who would cut ' Lancashire, I have no sympathy with
us off from the intercourse of the world, you ; ' and I am happy to add that one

bearing his name, and I beheve his son,
should attempt to cut off Middlesex from
Lancashire. The ploject shows the ex- is one of the warmest supportels of Mr.
tent and range of their intellects. It is Part,son.
carrying out their principles, it is let- There is another gentleman in the
ting us know fidly and clearly what City, who, if wealth commands respect,
they would be at. But when I speak of has riches enough, and who, if intelli-
these men, do not let me be mibunder- gence has any claim on your admiratmn,
stood as having lmphed that the larger, can bear comparison with any that can
or even a large portion of the merchants be opposed to him--I allude to Mr.
of your city, are on the side of restric- Samuel Jones I.loyd. In a pamphlet
tion. I deny that the monopolists of written by this gentleman in x84o, he
the City have the best or richest men in says :-
their rank.. I can appeal to the declar- ' Who can fail to feel art interest in that
ations and writings of some of the most great hive of industry? That noble,
eminent and wealthy men among them though new-born metropolis of trade,
for proof that they possess different sym- whmh presents so splendid a concentration
pathies from the monopolists, and very of the most ennobling qualities of man_
different grades of intelhgence. There honesty, industry, intelligence, energy, en-
are men in the City who know well the terprlse, steadiness of purpose, freedom of
d_rect and the immedmte connectmn thought, liberality of sentiment. As an

between the prosperity of the great Englishman, I may be proud of the town
manufacturing districts and this great and tradeof Manchester. Again, the pros-

perity of Manchester is another expres-
metlopohs. There was one man in sion for the well-being of England. When
particular--I allude to Mr. Rothschild that great town, and the immense popula-
--who was a man possessing an intellect tion dependent upon it, cease to advance
that would have made him great in any in prosperity and wealth, the star of Engo
walk of life, and who saw and grasped land has culminated. Failing trade will



z_43 FREE TRADE VI 45

s_Jn tindermme the fouudaUon on winch Now, hawng thus the countenance of
every other interest restb Our teenung Adam 51mth for the assertion, I must
population, deprived of employment, will say I think that Mr. T. Baring, his
soon convert this fair and happy land into alclels and abettors, in so far as theya warren of paupers. Nor can the retro-
grade movement stop even at th_s stage support the Corn-laws and other mono-
A dense population, maddened by dis- pohes, ;uolate the right of property in
appointment, and lendered desperate by the labommg man; and by so doing, I
Fremechahle want, x_II soon fall into a tell them now, as I did at the last

state, flom the contemplation of whmh one meeting, that they thus undermine the
may well turn away rights of property of all kinds.

But allow me, gentlemen, to recall
I am reading the opimou of one on- your attention for a moment to the m-
titled to take his place with the wealth- terests of the great body of the electors
lest and, I opine, with the most intelli- in the metropohs. I will leave these
gent of your C_ty merchants and bankers; millionnaires to take care of themselves,
but this is not a question Much has to which they can do very well ; but will
be_settled by great, rich merchants only. take the shopkeeper, skilled artisan, and
Are there not other classes as deeply labourer, and ask what interest they can
interested in the matter as are these ? have m any support of monopoly ? Can

I see in this election a disposmon to you, m the metropohs, be any longer
make it a property election ; and, by hoodwinked by those who say that the
way of mmulating the zeal of men of abolition of the coin and sugar mono-
property, we are told that this is an poly is a manufacturers' question? I
Anti-Corn-law League election, and should hke to ask the shopkeepers what
that the men of the League have a d_s- kind of trade they have had for the last
position to subvert property ; and I am five years ? I would ask them, when
specially charged with hawng said some- communing with their wives aad fami-
thing calculated to loosen the bonds lies, what do they calculate as the re-
which brad men to observe the rights of turn of the year and the prospect of the
property. Now, gentlemen, I think, if next? They may not have felt the re-
anybody in the country can say he is vulsion as soon as the manufacturers ;
the advocate of the rights of property, but how, I should hke to know, how
I am the man. Why, my whole labour long was it after our first deputation of
m public, for the last five years, has 1839 that the cause which was at work
been to restore the rights of property to with us began to prey on their mterests?
those un3ustly deprived of them. As Why, is there a trade you carry on in
there is one particular property which the metropohs, of the wholesale and
Mr. T. Baring seems to have lost sight manufacturing kind, that has not the
of, I don't know that I could do better best customers in the manufacturing
than refer him to Adam Smith. That districts ? Take the bookselling trade,
writer says :-- which appeals to the minds of the peo-

'The property which every man has in ple. I venture to say that one-half of
Ins own labour, as it is the original found- the popular literature that is furmshed
OrlOnof all other property, so it is the by London finds its way into the manu-
most sacred and inwolable The patri- facturlng districts. I take the distdlers,
mony of a poor man hes m the strength the brewers, the wholesale chemists, the
and dexterity of his hands, and to hinder

silversmiths and jewellers ; and do you
h_mfrom employing this strength and dex- find that the travellers of those houses
tenty m what manner he thinks proper
_vlthout injury to hls neighbour, is a plum go to the county of the Duke of Buck-
wolatmn of the most sacred property It mgham for orders ?--are they not rather
is a manifest encroachment upon the just packed off straight for Manchester, or
hberty both of the workman and of those Glasgow, or Liverpool, or some such
who m_ght be disposed to employ him.' emporium of manufactures ? Well, take
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"1gain yore domestm trade. Do you de- eommumty save that of the monopoh_ts,
pend for castomers on the half-score of is not benefited by monopoly. And the
gentlemen who are sugar monopolists, object of this meeting is to call upon the
or on the general passels-by befole your electms to vmdmate your rights, and to
doors? Itow often do you see one of assert the interests of the whole corn-
those sugar lords in your shop ; and mumty. Now how ale you to do that )
when you do, do they give you twine Why, first, every voter will, I hoper
the price for your goods that the} make promptly register his vote in favour _f
yon pay for their sugar > Your tradms l_Ii. Pattison. Oh, what a bright mus-
are supporters of traders; but not a ter-roll of votes we shall have against
twentieth, or fiftmth, or one hundredth monopoly ! I trust that those who hve
of those who uphold trades and manu- at a distance will make a pilgrimage
factures are landlords or sugar lords, m the cause of Free Trade. If you
who, nevertheless, cause all the mischief who have not votes live outside the
they can to the community. And when City districts, look up the Liverymen,
that mischief has gone so far that it and see that they vote in favour of Flee
reaches the revenue, your business is Trade. I see, by the papers, that the
overhauled--you have a tax upon in- Attorney-General has turned canvasser.
come to meet, and pleasant surcharges, Well, now, I should think that any of
In order to make up what the great our friends of the League wdl make
monopollstshave takenflom the Queen's as good a canvasser as the Attorney-
Exchequer. Will you have again skilled, General. It is not merely Lancashire
artisans--men who surpass all other that looks to you. This meeting l_ an
workmen m the more delicate and re- unique mode of canvassing. The at-
fined manufactures, and whose full em- tentlon of the civilised world is fixed
ployment can be alone secured by a full upon our struggle. A friend of mine
demand m the manufacturing as well as went to America some time ago, for the
in other districts? How can any one, purpose of indoctrinating the people
then, have the unpudence, the effrontery there wlth a horror of slavery. The
to draw a distinction between the m- first thing he saw m the newspapers was
terests of the people of London and of a denunmatlon of his proceeding, and a
the people of Lancashire ? I wilt take desire expressed that heshould go home
your most fashionable streets--Regent- and emancipate the white slaves of
street, if you choose--and I will ask, do England, who were taxed m their food.
the shopkeepers m that street number What does Commodore Napier say as
amongst thmr best customers the land- to hls reception m Egypt by the shrewd
lords or the sugar lords ? I called on a old Turk, Mehemet Ah ? ' Our system,'
jeweller there the other day, and I asked said he, 'may be a bad one, but we
him what smt of season he had. _Very have grown under it ; and when I send
poor,' he replied. ' How is that,' said wheat to England I find I cannot sell it
I, 'rents are pretty good this year?' at a profit, for there is a monopolyin
' I don't care,' said he, ' if I never see a bread there.' In the 2V}atzona!I was
lord come into my shop, for even if they reading the other day this statement
buy they don't pay me. The people (and that, be it remembered, is the ul-
we rely on for custom are,' added he, tra-Liberal journal of France) : ' "i'ou'
'those brought up by the Birmingham (speaking of England) 'should erase
Railway; but there lately have not been from your standard the hon, and place
so many as there used to be, and our in its stead the starvingoperat_vecravlng
trade will never be what it was until we a morsel of bread.' This is the way
get these summer birds again to pluck.' that foleigners speak of us ; this is the

But I should only waste your time if way in whmh our missionaries are met
I adduced any arguments to plove that It is now for you, the voters of London,
your interest, or any mtelest in the to demde whether you will submit ygur
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necks voluntalily to tht_ bondage-- 1%in the next place, the intention of the
_hether you wdl bow befme this Jug- League to offer a reward of Iool. for
gernaut, or, by an effort wolthy of your- such evidence as may lead to the con.
selves and of the occasion, strike off for vmtlon of such pames as are chalged
evei the fetters that have manacled this with those acts. Let, therefore, the
counuy, poorest voter know, that if he offers lns

Gentlemen, it may be done, and it vote for a sum of money, it is an indict.
will be done. I tell you it is a winning able offence ; and if any one offers
game. It is a IOOto I, if we all exert money to hnn, that is also an indictable
ourselves, that we shall succeed ; but offence. Indeed, if any one should offer
our opponent, on this occasion, Is one a poor voter money, Ishouldlecommend
_ho, if we credit reports, either by him instantly to seize him by the collar,
hmrself or his agents, resorted, in an- hand him over to a pohce-officer, and
other place, to plactlces which we must take hlm before the nealest magistrate,
not allow in the City of London. Now, seeing that he does not destioy any
we must all know what was done in papels or take anything out of his
Yarmouth In I835. I may be told that pocket by the way. But I think we
our present candidate knew nothing shall succeed m putting down brlbe_yin
about it. The question naturally arises, the City
who did it ? It is my firm behef that no I shall not say anything about pe-
conuption ever takes place but that the titions to unseat a candidate, because we
candidate knows it and pays for it. I do not intend that M1. Ballng shall
say that, after having been a candidate win; but whether he wm ol lose, every
myself. I never paid Iol. without man against whom a chrome can be
knowing for what ; and I don't think estahhshed of taking a bllbe, giving a
that I2,oool. would be advanced by a bribe, or offering a bnbe, shall be plose-
candidate without value received. Now, cured cilminally m a court of law. The
I see by the newspapers that the same penalty has been, in ordlnaly cases, that
l_ractme is likely to be resorted to in a the culprit should kick lus hcels for
small portion of London. Considering twelve months within the fore walls of
that it is the largest, it is one of the a gaol. Now we should much prefer
honestest constituencies in the kingdom ; to ploseeute the man who offers a bribe,
but there is a slight canker eating into to him _xho receives it ; and, therefore,
one of the extremmes of the metlopohs I advise the pore elector, who may get
But I think it right to warn all paltms 3o_, to keep a sharp look-out and see
likely to be lmphcated of the danger ff he cannot honestly get IooA \¥hy,
which they will run now, beyond what is it not astonishing that we should have
they ever did before, in taking bribes ol Acts of Parhament on Acts of Parha-
tleats. In the first place, if a poor vote1 ment, that we should have hundreds of
be told ' Let it be : it will be all right, them, in fact, one after another, until
when the time fixed by law after the they have become a laughing-stock in
election is ovm ; ' I must tell him that the House of Commons, and that yet no
thele is no tlme after the election for one should have thought befole of this
head-money or any other money. The plan of putting down brlhery_ An an-
League ts determined on putting dox_u ecdote is told of Chancellor Thmlow,
bribery as one of Its noble objects : aim before his elevation to the peelage, that,
the plan we have detemrlned on for defimng lmberyvery minutely, and after
effectmg this pm pose we mean to put m the fasluon of technical la_ }ers, some
force at the present election. It is our wag said of the display, ' lie has taken
Intention to prosecute munmally every a great deal of pains to define what
one against whom we think can be bribery is, as if there was anybody in
established the charge of taking, offering, the House that did not undelstand m'
giving, or offeimg to take a bribe. It And this, gentlemen, is our plan fol
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putting an end to bribery--not going to have ahvays declared it--the benefit oI
a Committee of theHouse of Commons, the whole commumty. I admit that
but straight to a jury ef our countrymen, some may suffer a temporary less flom
We _vlll do that in every place where the abolitlon of a monopoly, but I ven-
bubery is carried on ; and we have a ture to say that, in the end, there will
hst, and pretty minute pamculars, of all be no class that will not be permanently
the transactions that took place at the benefited by the removal of those unjust
last election, laws.

Can any man deny that the object we Mind you, I do not come here as the
seek is as pure as the means by which opponent of the farmers and agrmultur-
we hope to effect st ? They may talk aq ists ; [ come charged wKh the authenty
thev please of our violence, and of the of twenty-five county meetmg_ m the
levolutmnary character of our proceed- open air, every one of which pledged
mg_. Why, om tactics from the first itself to _eek the abolmonof thoselaws
have been most peaceable. We have I say, therefole, that, m voting for Free
been accused of being, on that account, Trade, yeu will not be merely 1)lomotmg
somewhat hkewalm, and that, having your own interest, but the best interests
",orne p_operty, and belonging to the of every class. With such an object, I
middle clas_eq, we did not appeal suf- expect you will act hke men having
ficlently strong to the physmal force of justme and humamty to grade and direct
the country. I can forgive a candMate yon ; and the next tm_e I appem before
at a losing electron for some fictions ; a London audience. I hope I shall have
lint Mr. ]_rlng has not exhibited avery to congratulate you on that trmmph
brfihant fancy m hisinventmns. \Vhen whtch will be bailed through the length
he talked of the gmllotme and a san- and breadth of the land ; fol the result
gulnary revolution, it was but a poor of your contest will be as a knell of de-
travestle of a travestie acted m the spau throughout the kmgdom, or the
House of Commons---the assassinnt,on ploud signal of a speedy triumph.
farce. Gentlemen, our object is _l_at I
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MANCHESTER, OCTOBER 19 , I843.

AFTER many wandering, m di,tant I cannot help referlmg to the remarks
counties, I really feel myself revived on which have been made by my friend
finding myself once more amongst my Mr. Pearson, upon a _ubject whmh does
old fllends, with the same stuffing faces, not usually come under our considers-
the same hearts in the same places, and tton; but if there was one point whmh
m this cradle of the agitation of the might be considered more than another
Antl-Corndaw League. You have heaId likely to be a stumbhng-block in the
something said of the labour_ whmh way of Free Traders, it is that question
some of us have undergone for this wlnch he has so ably handled to-night;
cause I don't know--if we could have and at I know that monopoly has been
foreseen, five years ago next month, drawing upon the humane feehngs of
the arduous duties upon which ;ve were the commumty In order to sustain its
entering--whether we should have had sugar monopoly, by pretending corn-
the moral courage to undertake them. m_semtion for the slaves, I am veryglad
I believe we are all now wflhng to ad- indeed that thin ground has been so
mlt that, when we commenced the agl- completely and effectually cut from un-
tatIon of the Anti-Corn-law League, we der them by one whose motives must be
had not the same comprehensive wews above suspmmn, for he took a part m
of the interests and objects involved In the abohtmn of slavery many years ago.
the agttatmn that we now have. I am But how few of us theie were who, five
aflaid, if we must confess the truth,that years ago, behoved that, m seeking the-
most of u_ entered upon this straggle repeal of the Corn-law, we were also
with the behef that we had some dls- seeking the benefit of the agriculturists
tract class Interest in the question, and And ff we had not had the five yems'
that we should carry it by a mamfesta- expermnce we have--If we had not pel-
tlon of our wflI in this d_stnct against the sevmed for the five yeals that we have
will and consent ofotherportlons of the been m existence as a League--we
commumty. I believe that was om shoul_t not have had the c_pportunity of
_mpres_mn. If there is one thing whmh demonstIatIng the benefits which agu-
more than another has elevated and culture wlI1 receive from the adoptmn
dIgmfied and ennobIed tins agitation, It of the principles of Free Trade. Thi_
m that, m the progress of the last five only proves, gentlemen, that what is
years, we have found, gradually but tlue leqmres but tmle to estabhsh It m
steadily, that every mteleat and every men's minds. Time and truth against
object, which eveiy part of the commu- all the world. But you must have time ;
nity can justly seek, harmomaes perfect- and that time whmh destroys everything
ly with the views of the Anti-Corn law else only estabhshes troth. We had at
League. the commencement of om career to en-
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countel the agncultuustq, flw, hed with take the chair at om meetings, and to
prosperity flora high prices ; and they se_.nic a fair hearing and fair play for
believed that then prospeIlty would be all pames ; and this I venture to say,
permaneut, as many of us believed that that there is not a county m England
our adversity u ould be permanent. But u he1 e I have been to address a meeting,
it has been found that what then injured where I should not be as well leceIved
us reacted upon those who thought that at any farmers' market ordinaly, as any
they had an mtelest m injuring us. landowner professing to be a 'faimer'_
There is nothing inconsistent 111 our friend' in that county.
positron to say that the agIleultmlsts Well, I have naturally taken some
have derived no benefit from the injury interest since my retmn m what has
inflicted upon u.,. been going on in the countieq that I

We are told sometnnes that we are m- have wslted ; and I say that, if our agI-
consistent, because we don't admit that tatlon has had no othel advautage than
the agriculturists benefit by our injury, in the stimulus it has gi_'en to the agn-
It would be very monstlous indeed, in cultural commumty, our money and our
the moral government of this "aolld, ff time will have been well expended. I
one class of the community could per- never take up a newspaper now flora
manently benefit at the e_:pense of the the agImultural districts, containing a
misery and suffering of the rest. 13ut, lepolt of one of thelr aglicultural Ineet-
gentlemen, here is this m_portant dls- ings (and this is the peuod of the year
traction to be borne m mind, that al- when they are holding them m all parts),
though agriculturists may not benefit but I find, mingled with occasional ap-
themselves ultimately, that is no reason plehensions of what the League is go-
why they should not inflict g_cat misery mg to do, one umversal cry--' Improve
upon us. You may strike a blow, and, your agriculture.' There is not one of
though that blow may be mortal to the Members of Yarhament, who sit on
another, its ieeod may be mortal to the monopohst benches, and who has
yourselves ; but it is no less a mortal gone amongst his constituents to attend
blow to him you strike, because you their agricuIturaldlnners, but has carried
strike yourselves also. Now, we re- with him some one panacea or other
qmred {hm experience to show the agn- that is to enable farmers to brave the
cultunst that his permanent interest is rl_ahy which they now see is inevitable
m the p_ospenty of his customers, and with foreign countries. One says, ' Sub-
if we have done nothing else m the five soil your land ;' another, _ Thorough-
years that we have been m existence dram your land ;' another, _Grub up
than to show the agriculturists what is your fences ; _ another, _Take care and
their tlue Interest, and to show them mlprove the breed of stock ;' another,
aiso what they are capable of doing ' You have not good farmsteads for your
upon the soil, we should have spent all manme ;' and one worthy gentleman of
our money and all our labour to very my own county, Sussex, Sir Charles
good purpose. I have been into most Burrell, has gone back to the nostrum,
palts of the countly amongst the agn- that the farmers must take to growing
cultuusts,--I may say, by the way, white calrots. Well, it _s something,
that I have "been exceedingly well re- at all events, to find that thele is now
celved by the great body of the agu- acknowledged to be room for improve-
cultun_ts -- that I have no reason to ment m lhltlsh agriculture.

complain of the courtesy either of the J3ut we have further acknowledg-
land-ownels or the farmels m any part ments, which are verylmportant indeed
whele I have been--that I have fmmd m our case. I took up a newspaper_
men, noblemen and gt:Iitlemen, directly I had one sent to me yesterday--from
opposed to me amt my views, who have Essex. There I find that a meeting has
}'et not hc_ltated on many occasions to been held m Colchester, and the gentle-
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man who presides (the president of the lea_es, bydrammg, byextending thelength
East Essex Agricultural Socmty) is the of field_, by knocking down hedgerows,
gentleman who signed the printed cn cu- and elearmg away trees whmh now shtelded
lar that was sent round throughout that the corn They did not want trees, _luch,
dlvlsmn of the county, begging the farm- if they stood fol forty years, were not m a

much better position, but _ere only _,_otth,
ers and agriculturists generally to come perhaps. 2s, _dnle at the same time they
up and put me down when I wslted _eie reducing the _aiue of the crop from
Colchester Now, I'll gtve you the _os. to 3os. a-)ear.'
olmnon of tlns gentleman upon the
Corn-law :-- Well, gentlemen, here is some homage

' Mr Bawtrv said he had no preteosmns paid, at all events, to the Antl-Corndaw
to be a prophet ; but ff so, he should p_e- ag_tatmn--the admlssmn, by one of the
dmt that, at no very d_stant period, a_n- highest authotmes m E_sex, that the
culture would be left to stand upon _ts land can produce one-fourth mo_e than
own legs--that the adventmous plotect_on _t has produced. I see at the meet-
which it now derived from legislative en- mg of the Lverpool Association, Lord
aetments v,ould be w_thdrawn, and, there- Stanley makes a sundar statement ; and
fore, the question for the farmers was, how a ._I_ Emns, who was one of the judges
should they be best p_epared to meet the of stock, at the same meeting declares
eri_lS?' that the land _s capable of producing
Well, what is his remedy?-- double as nmch--as much again as it

'He thought it ,_ould be at once ad- now produces. Well, now, let us take
mltted that their sole conslderauon must the lowest emmate--Iet ussuppose that
be to make up the deficiency m the value one-fourth mole can be produced. "_Ve
of agrmultural pzoduee, by increasing the produce only about twenty mflhon qum-
amouut of producUon' ters of wheat ; it appea_s, now, that

Now, gentlemen, this is an important the land can produce, and ought to
adml._smn--that they have not hitherto produce, five million qnartms of wheat
done as much as they might have done more. That would have saved us all

the famine we went through for four
to _mprove the cultivation i and it is an
adnnssmn, too, that they are only now years after the beginning of our agora.

tattoo "_Vhy has this not been p1o-
stimulated to make by our ag_tatmn.

Bktt what can be done_ I don't come duced? Lord Stanley says, m Ins

here to talk agncultme to you on my speech at Liverpool, 'The farmmsmu_t
o_n knowledge; but I quote fi'om the not, now-a-days, stand, aa their fathers

and grandfathers d_d, w_th their hands
speeches of gentlemen opposed to us at
their agricultural meetings. What then behind their backs, lost asleep But I
can be done? I see that a Mr. Ftshel want to ask Lo_d Stanley why the

ttobbes (and I may tell you that l_Ir. farmers' fathers and grandfathers stood
F_bher Hobbes wrote a letter in the fast asleep, w_th their hands behind

newspapers against me in Essex, and their backs? I charge Lord Stanley,
that he is one of the most eminent who camedown to Lancaster and talked
agriculturists there) say_, at the same about Tamboff being able to send here

an enormous quantity of wheat--a man
droner,-- who, knowing better (I cannot charge

' He was aware that a spirit of _mprove- h_m with _gnorance)--a man who, know-
ment was abroad. Much was sa_d about lng better all the whde, pandered to the
the tenant-farmers doing more. He agreed very ignorance he _s now complaimng
they m_ght do more. the soft of the coun-
try was capable of greater production, _f of m the farmers, by telhng them that
he stud one-fourth more, he should be a single province m Russm could send
w_thm compass. But that could not be 38.ooo, ooo quarters of corn here to
done by the tenant-farmer alone" they swamp them. I chmge it upon Lord
must have confidence, it must be done by Stanley, and others of his clas_ and
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order, the politicians who tell the ditch, or make any nnprovement, but
farmer not to rely upon his own exei- you must call into employment mine
tmns, but upon Parliamentary protee- agricultural labour. Our object, there-
tion ; I charge it on these men that free, is not to diminish the demand for
they are responsible for the farmers labour m the agricultural d*stncts, but
hawng stood with their hands behind I verily believe, if the principles of Free
their backs. Trade were fairly carried out, they would

Well, gentlemen, then it seems that give just as much stmmlus to the demand
one of the effects of the agitation o{ the lor labour in the agricultural as in the
Le%.-ue is, that agnculturels toimprove, manufacturing d_stilcts. Oh, but it l_
and we are to have at least one-fourth pleasant to find gentlemen who have
more corn produced at home--we may been asleep (for they have been quite as
have double ; with all my heart, and we much asleep as the farmers have), going
nray then do very well without going down to their agricultural droners, and
3ooo or 40oo miles for corn: but, m paying these tributes to the men of
the name of common sense and common Manchester, who, by these fly-flappers,
jubtme, I say, don't starve the people have managed to rouse them into a httle
here till your prating statesmen, that activity. These squires at dinner re-
come down once a year to talk at their mind me of the story of Rip Van Win-
agricultural droners, have dewsed some kle, who awoke from his tlnrty years'
plan by whmh the people may be fed at sleep, rubbing Ins eyes, and lookm¢
home, according to their nonons of about h_m for lns old scenes and ohi
ptoductmn--don't presume entirely to connections, and wondering where lie
stop any inlet for corn fi'om abroad was. So these squues are rubbing their
wlnch the people here may reqmre to eyes, and opening them, for the first
keep them from starvatmn. I have time, to a sense of their real sltuatmn.
never been one who believed that the Having worked round our ag_tatmn to
repeal of the Corn-taws would throw an tlns pomt, I think that, so far as argu-
acre of land out of cultivation But not ment goes, our laboms are nearly at an
only now does _t appear that land lsnot end. I think the whole case, s,) f.u as
to be thrown out of cultivation, but, if discussion goes, is given up, by the re-
we may take the testimony of these gen- ports of the late agncultural meetings.
tlemen themselves, all that is reqmred We are the gleat agricultural im-
ps free trade m corn, in order that they provers of this countiy. Amongst the
may produce one-fourth more than they other glories whmh will attach to the
do now. And that, recollect, when we name of Manchester will be this, that
are told by the very same purees--and the Manchester men not only brought
their newspapers are now rife w_th the manufactures to perfectmn, but that
same arguments--that our object is to they made the agriculturists also, in
bring agricultural labourers into the spite of themselves, bring their trade to
manufactunng districts m older to re- perfection. Now, though the agricul-
duee wages there. But what do these tunsts have much to learn, and many
very gentlemen admit ? That you must improvements to make, they are doubt-
increase cultivation, and that increased less very much in advance of most of
cultivation, as they well know, can only the agriculturists m other countries.
go on by addmonal employment of la- The only fault is, that they don't keep
bout upon the soft. You must have so much in advanee as the mannfacturers
more labour to lay down the dlammg do But that they me m advance of
tdes of which Lord Stanley speaks, and most other countries I tbmk we have
which he recommended to the land- sufficient proof; and I uas reading an
owners of Yorkshire and Lancashire. American paper this veL'ymolning which
You cannot gJub up hedges, you cannot gives an illustration o[ tbat in a way
grnb up thorns, you cannot diam or that must be qmte consolatory to those



1843- FREE TRADE. VII. 53

squires who are afraid that they cannot wheaten bread. Well, the object of
compete with the Americans I see the Free Tradels is (it may be very trite
that at an agricultural meeting in the to tell you, but we must reiterate these
State of New York, held at Rochester, old aiguments, for they are ahvays the
onthe2oth September, Mr. Wadsworth, best alguments), that these people may
their president, 111 the course of hls all be able to get ablt of wheaten bread
speech, said, m speakmg of this coun- if they hke to work for It And th1%
try,-- without preventing the farmers at home

' We have tried the Enghsh in the field from sending their corn to market, but
of war and on the ocean, and the result by enabling the whole of the wolking-
had been such that neither might be classes to purchase more of the neces-
ashamed. But thele was a more appro- sanes and comforts of hfe. Now I
pnate field of contest--the ploughed field heard thls eaae put at Doncaster the
--and while England could raise forty other day, by Mr. Wrightson, the mere-
bushels on an acre, whilst we could raise ber for Northallerton--a most estn'nable

but fifteen, we must acknowledge that she man and a large landed proprietor m
was pret!y hard to whip, meet her where the YVest Ridmg of Yorkshire--as pro-
we may. perly as I have heard it put for a long

Well, then, gentlemen, we are con- tnne. He says :--
stantly met and taunted with this ob-
jechon :--' If you are not going to get ' The great delusion of our Iandedgentryis this : they think, if theycan prevent the
coin cheap, what's the advantage to hand-loom weaver exchanging hlsweb for
be ?--how are you to be able to reduce the corn of America, that they keep that
_ages, and so compete with the for- man at home, a customer to themselves
elgner ? ' Now, you know this has been Now {he says) that is our greatest delusion
a weak Invention of the enemy, in order If v,e would allow that man to exchange
to lead the working classes upon a wrong his _ eb for American corn, he would then
scent ; but I think the experience of the ha_e a considerable surplus of earnings to
last twelvemonth has had one good lay out _lth us for flesh meat, for _ege-
effect, at all events, that of eonvmcing tables, for butter, milk, cheese, and other
the working people in this dlstuct that things But If we prevent that man ex-changing his web for the corn of America,
lower.priced food does not mean also we deprive ourselves of hlm as a customer
employment at lower wages. The oh- for those articles, and _e are obhged to
ject of Free Trade m not to take foreign subsist hlm altogether as a pauper.'
corn, and to prevent the home-grown
corn from bemg sold ; but we have And, gentlemen, I may say it is a mat-
gone upon the assumption -- I dolft ter of proud congratulation to us that we
know whether we are correct or not, but find m this country men of the stamp of

I am afraid we are--that the people of Mr. Wrlghtsoa, and of that noble ]zarl
th_s country have never been sufficiently who joined him on that occasion at the
fed with good wheaten bread. Wehave meeting at Doncaster. It is a subject
had a notion that, to four millions at of proud congratulation for us that we
least m Ireland (and Ireland has its have men of that stamp belonging to our
Corn-law as well as England), wheaten landed aristocracy. I have myself al-
bread is a luxury only seen occasionally, ways had the lmpressmn that we should
and never tasted; and we have a notion find such men come out to join us. It
that there are one and a half or two is something peculiar to the English
mflhous at the least in thi_ country, who character, to individuality of character,
eat a great deal too much of that root, that you will find men, _vhatev_'r may
against the use of which I join some- be their apparent motives for gouig _lth
what in Cobbett's prejudice--the po- their order, who wdl ha'_e the inolal
tato -- mfless It is accompanied with a courage to come out and join the people ;
good joint of roast beef,--and too little and I augur "**ell from the presence oI
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Lord Fltz_flhaln at our meeting. I flltme. It haq been thought that we
hope Lord Spencer will be the next to have dlqtributed reformation sufficient
follow. I hope that such a manly ex- amongst the electolal body to have glven
ample as has been set by Mr. Samuel us a vmv consldelable and preponder.
Jones Loyd m London,--for most manly ntmg strength among the electors. The
it was in a gentleman of hl_ 1eputation, next step must be to olgam,c and render
and of his notorious wealth, to join the efSment that strength amongst the elect
League at the vely moment that it wa_ ols Now, we have gone to wolk m
suffering under the opp_obrmm at tins ag_tatmn with the full conwct_on
tempted to be fa_tened upon it by a that we may carry out the pnnclples of
mLlhonnalre of the Clty,--n most manly Free Tlade with the pre_ent constltutmn
act it was of l_h. SanmeI Jone_ Loyd at of Pmlmment. We may be right, or
that ttme to throw himself into the ranks we nmy be wrong ; we are not respon-
of the Leaguers ; and, I say, I hope the s_ble f,_r the Parhament as it exlsts ; we
example of such men as my Lnrd F1tz- did not make the present con_tltuenmes
wdhmn and Mr. S J Loyd will be fol- as they are ; we did not distribute the
lowed by others neare_ home, m Man- fl aneh_ae aa _t _s d_strlbuted, but as _e
chester, find the const_tuencle% we, as practlcal

I can make allowance for, and can men, must go to wink upon them; and
duly appreciate, the causes which may through the constituencies, through the
detelgentlemenofmfluence--gcntlelnen electoral body, _s the only righteous
to uhom purees look up, whom a uude and just means of cm_'mg the repeal
mrcle le._pect and follow m evmy move- of the Corn-laws. Now, I have never
ment; I can make nllouance for the doubted that the object may be gamed
cautl-n u_th whmh tlmy may hesitate to through the present electoral body. I
join such a body as the Ant_ Corn-law have always found, on looking back to
League ; but I put it to them, whatever the hl_to_y of past events, that public
their poht_cal opmmns may be, whether opmmn, when well expressed, could cal-
the t_me is not now come at which they ry _ts end m th_s country, even when
can w_th safety and propriety join us as the constituency was not one-hundredth
a body, and _hether we have not g_ven part so favomable to the expressmn ol
them guarantee sufficient, by the pru- pubhc opmmn as _t _s now. Well, on
dence and the cautmn, and, I _fll say, looking at the present state of the con-
the self-denial w_th whmh we have car- stltuencms of th_s country, the Council
ned on our proceedings, that they wflI of the League remembered that we have
run no risk, whatever opmmns they may ce_tam very lmge constituencies, which
have on'other subjects than that of F_ee me generally favourable to Free Trade.
Trade, of hawng those opinions in the We have such places as Manchester,
shghte_t degree offended, or prejudmed Glasgow, lln mlngham, and a g_eat many
m any way, by )ommg us forthwith m others, where there will never be an-
th_s agitatmn, other contest on the subject of Free

Gentlemen, I think our proceedings Trade. I venture to say, too, that not
have now been brought to that point one of the boroughs in Scotland will
where we ha,_e d_._emmated sufficient have to fight a battle m favour of Free
knowledge through the country, that we Trade. But the representatives of theae
see the harvest now ripening for the large boroughs are countervailed m
sickle, and we must be prepared with Parliament by the votes of smaller con-
the husbandman to gather m the harvest, st_tuenc_es, hke St. Albans and Sud-
It has been under that _mpress_on that bury. How do you get over that diffi-
theCouncfloftheAnt_-Com-lawLeague culty? Why, do you beheve that the
has detmmlned on a course of actmn electors of Sudbury and St. Albans me
whmh I will just now b_efly refer to, as more favourable to monopoly in their
the course _lnch we intend to pursue m hearts than the electors of Manchester
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or Bnminghum ? No ; they are just as gmmng of next session. We will make
mtelhgent, just as rightly dlspo,ed as a selection of so many boroughs as shall
we are ; but theyare not placed m such be sufficmnt to give us a maiority m
a favourable posmon fol giving ex- the House; and I take it that those
presslon to their opinions. How is boroughs will not require to have mole
that to be remedied _ I say, lay Man- than 3oo,0oo electors, and upon those
chestel and ]3nmingham alongside of 3oo, ooo electora we will begin our fi_e.
St. Albans and Sudbury, and you will We will g_ve them, through the penny
gl_e them a moral mfluenee and sup- postage, fuil acquaintance with all our
polt, and, by persevering in a local proceedmga ; we wdl furnish them with
way, you will beat down the influence arguments, put them m possession of
of the local monopohst squire who has the latest tacncs of the enemy, so that
been hitheito able to domineer over the they shall have the refutation of the
inhabitants of those small boroughs. I yotmgesbborn fallacy always at then
speak of these boroughs merely as a fingers' ends. We intend to visit them
type of others, where there has been by deputation. If my friend ]3mght
no countervalhng power to step m and takes one set, and I take another, we
plevent the neighbouring tyrants from may get over a gleat many of them.
domineering over the consUtnencms. And we wdl take somebody else with

The Council of the League have, us. We will convene the_e meetings
therefore, determined that their fnture fiom London ; we w_lI send our ctrcu-
operations shall be strictly electoral, lars from London; there shall be no
You have heard that we intend to ar- party work, the business shall not go
rauge in London a collection of all the into the hands of local cliques at all.
leglstmtIon lists as soon as they are We wdl take a loom, and meet the
published m December ; we will have electors by appointment there, wlthont
in a centlal office m London evely the co-operation of any local leaders, so
registration hst In the Umted Kingdom. as to excite no jealous}" on either rode
"_\'ewill have a ledger, and a large one, And when we have got them there, we
too, and we will first of all record, m shall try and put thlb Flee Trade ques-
the very first page, the City of London, tion upon neutral grounds, and see ff we
pio_ided it leturns M1. Pattlson; and cannot find honest men m all partms
ff not, we wall have Manchester first, who will join us in putting down mono-
In this ledger we shall enter first, m poly. We will organise them; we will
due succession, each m a pa_e, every not go without leaving traces behind us,
borough that msperfectly safe in its re- and we wdl leave an oIgamsation to
presentation for Flee Trade. There will wolk after we are gone ; and we shall
be a second hst--a second class--those take cale to bring away with us a hst of
boroughs that send Members to Palha- the best men in the borough, with whom
ment who are moderate monopohsts, we may correspond on pamcular busl-
who have notions about dlfferentml ness. Iwas told byan old electmneerer
duties and fixed duties; and we wdl m London, one who had dipped his
h_ve another class, for thobe who are fingers pretty deep into the system we
out-and-out monopohsts. Well, we are going to put down,--' You will
may tick off those boroughs that are fi@_ten them mole than anything, if
safe ; we go to work m the next place yon carIy out that part ot your plan of
iu those boroughs that are represented going do_n to see the electors.' It is
by moderate monopohsts, to make them the very thing we intend to do ; and we
send Free Traders, and we w_ll urge w_ll do it ourselves, too. It is not
upon them m pamcular to canvass the me_ely innmldatmn we have to contend
electols, and send up a majollty of their with m these small borough_ ; the sys-
sIgnatuies requning then l_Ielnber_ to tern of bribery at the last election _a_
vote for Mr VlllIels' motLon at the be- carried out to an extent whmh few
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people in this Itall, perhaps hardly of Commons do when these men are
one, have ever dreamt of even in yore proved gmlty of the worst crime that
worst suspmions. The boroughs wine can be eoneelved,--for what crime can
hterally put up to auction at the Carlton be more heinous than buying and selling
Clnb--ay, and at the Reform Club, too the franchises, by which the laws of this
--at the last general election ; a price country are framed ? If a man has his
was fixed upon them ; and men went up pocket picked of his handkerchmf, if
to London ro these cliques and coteries the felony is made public, he is bound
to know how much they could buy to prosecute, othe1_vise he is held to be
boroughs for We have got an altera- an accessory after the fact; and if he
tlon of the lau, which enables any pub- had taken hls passage to America, the
hc body that determines to take that magistrates would make him stop and
patriotic task m hand, to plosecute these prosecute the felon. Yet the House of
bribers in a way that they very little Commons allows all these nefarlouq
_lreamt of when they pas_ed that law. practices to go on under Its own roof,
Now, we intend, as one of the gtolaous and never takes one step to vmdmate its
objects of the Antl-Con_-law League, to character with the country. I told them
put down for ever the system of bllb_Q" m the House, on the occasion of Lord
in thls country. We can expose the an- Dungannon's exposure, -- Sir Robert
tnmdators, and raise a pretty loud cry Peel was present,- 'If you do not
against them ; and web, ill expose them order your Attorney-General to prose-
wherever they ale found exerclsmgthetr cute these men, I will belong to a
tyranmcal acts But the brlbels we can society out of doors that shall undel-
and will put down by a jaly of our take that task for him.'
countrymen. The thing can be done; you may put

I have often explessed my a_tomsh- down bilbely. It has been practmed to
ment that no somety was ever formed an extent of winch you are perfectly un.
similar to the Anti-Felony Socletles m consmou_. With the exceptmn of some
the agricultural districts fol the plo_ecu- of the new boroughb--and even some
tlon of sheep-stealels, whoae object was of them have been touched with th_s
to put down bnbely. Nothing is so canker--the_e is hmdly a pure borough
simple; it ought to be done in London to be found in the south of England.
by the House of Commons. But what To put the system down there _11 re-
is the plocess now? A man gets into quire a wgolous effort; and the plan
Patliament bybrtbery ; the defeated can- that the League has now adopted in
dldate petmons the House to unseat London w_lI, I hope, do more than any-
him; a Committee is appointed to ex- thing else that could be done to con-
amine into the case; the whole system vmce these traffickels in seats that we
of bribery is lind bare in that Corn- ale m ealnest. There is a placard now
mlttee; tile scoundrels who have been splead thIoughout London, headed with
the actors in it are there, blocking up the Queen's arms, offering a rewald of
the lobbies of the House, enough to IooL for the evidence that shall go to
make a man's blood run chill as he convict any one who is gudty of elthel
passes them; there they are, day after offering or taking a bribe. The comse
day, exposing their acts of perjury and is by indmtment m a crlmlnal court, and
subornation ; while the result is, the a convmtmn ensures the offender tuel_c
Commlttee declares the sitting Member months' imprisonment, at least ; and I
unseated; the candidate who petltloned hope that we shall manage to bring
has to pay just the same expense as the some h_gh game ]_efore a jury of our
man who Is unseated, and he may go countrymen. You will not convict men
and stand again if he hkes, and go before a Committee of the House of
through the same ordeal for his pains. Connnons. There was Lord Dungan-
What does a Committee of the House non, who wrote a cheque for "foal., an, l
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sent to hls agent ; that agent was proved to see some of these Lord Dungannons
to have just handed over the money to brought befoie a jury--an honest jury_
the men who voted for Lord Dungan- of twelve of our countrymen. Well,
non; Lord Dungannon is unseated, he gentlemen, the object we have m vmw
is incompetent to sit again durfi_ this 1_to remove a mighty injustice, and the
Parhament, and yet the Committee de- effort that it will require will be com-
clared there is no proof that bribery mensurate. But the effort wllI be made,
_as practised with the cognizance of and of its success I enteltam no doubt
Lold Dungannon. Now, I would like whatever
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SINCE I last had the plea,me of meet- their levenues by direct taxation, with-
mg you here, I have had tile honour of out clieunlventIng their foie_gn trade
addressing many lmge assemblies of my \Ve do not propose to do that, hut there
fellow-countrymen, but I can assure you ate a class of men who have taken pos-
I i eturn to this magmficent gathering seb,Ion of the Custom-house, and have
_lth increased surprise and gratification installed their clerks there, to collect
at the ardour and enthusiasm that I see revenue for their own particular benefit,
to prevail m the metropohs. I am told and we intend to remove them out of the
that we are favomed tlns night with the Custom-house.
attendance of many visitors who aIe Now, I want to impress on our new
neither very well reformed, nol, of filends, these students in FreeTrade, to
course_ very much convinced on om remind them of that which I have fre-
question. Now, wdl you, who mt on quently dwdt upon, and which cannot
the front form m ouI seminary, conde- be too often repeated, that this system
scend to make a little allowance if I of monopoly is analogous in every re-
give to these young pupilq a lesson in spect to that whmh existed :_5o years
the elementary principles of Free Trade, ago under the Tudors and the Stuarts,
and endeavour to send them away as _hen sovereigns gianted monopohes to
efficient missionaries as doubtless you the creatures of their court_ for the ex-
have been in our cause? But then, I elusive sale of wine, leather, salt, and
hope our good friends the reporters wiI1 other things, and which system our fore-
spare their fingers, that they may not ri'Uhers, at great labour and heavy sacri-
conwct me of tautology. We will be- rice, utterly extirpated. One by one
gm at the begmmng No% we are the_e monopohes were abolished; and,
'Free Traders;' and what is Free Trade_ not content with destroying the existing
:Not the pulhng down of all custom- monopolie% they passed a law, which
houses, as some of OUl wise opponents becalne, a_ it were, a fundamental prln-
the dukes and eail_ have lately been clple In our Constitution, that no sove-
trying to persuade the agrlcuhuIal la- reign, thenceforth or for ever, should
Sources ; I _hould think It would do have the power of granting a monopoly
with nobody else. t]y Free Trade we to anybody for the exclusive sale of any
mean the abolmon of all protective du- necessaly commodity of life. Now,
tins. It ISvery possible that our children, what I want to impress on our young
or at all events their offspring, may be learners is this, that that which sove-
wise enough to dlspense with custom- reigns cannot do, a band of men umted
house duties altogether. They may together--the selfish ohgarehy of the
think it prudent and econommal t,, raise suga_-hogsliead and the flour-sack --
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have done. They have got togelh_ m eye_ of the peol,lc of England _f being
the Itouse of Commons, mid by their l_ree-trade Adnnmstlatlons; flonl the
own Acts of Parhament have appropn- year I823, when Mr. Huskisson plo-
ated to their own classes the very pnvi- posed his extensive changes m our com-
leges, the self-same monopolies, or mo- merclal system,--when he hecame m-
nopohes as injurious in every respect stalled, as it were, the very hon of the
to the niterests of the people, as those mlstocratlc eotelles of London, a, a
monopolies weie which our folefathers Free Trader--a Flee Trader in silks
abohshed two centuries and a half ago. and ribbons, French lace, and the hke,
Thele is no difference whatever in the --from that time to this we have never
effect of a monopoly in the sale of sugal wanted a Government willing to take
held by a few men, the owners of those the credit to themselves of benig tqee
specks of land in the \Vest Indies (for Traders. If I wanted an algument to
al,ecks they are colnpmed with the convince you that we are nght m the
,South American continent, the East title that we have taken, and the dlrcc-
Indies, Slam, China, the Indian Arch1- non we have given to our agitation, I
pelago, and those othel cotmtnes from would show it in the conduct of Sir
u lnch sugar nnght be supplied); thele Robelt Peel two years ago. He then
is no earthly difference m its effect on boasted that he had piopounded the
the communlty, whether a body of nien laIgest Ineasuie of commelclal reform
in London take to themselves a mono- of any Minister in this country; he
poly in the sale of sugal, or whethel blought in llls tanff with an alteration
Queen VlCtOlla granted that monopoly of 5oo or 6oo altlcles theleln. I looked
to one of the noblemen of her court, over It again and again, expecting to
Well, our forefatherb abolished this sys- find corn there, but was disappointed.
tern; at a time, too, mark you, when The right hon Balonet was asked why
the sign manual of the sovereign had corn was not there_ and his lepIy wa_,
somewhat of a divine sanction and chal- ' It has always been customary in this
lenged superstitious reverence in the country to treat corn differently horn
minds of the people. And shall we, every other item in the tariff.' In that
the descendanLs of those men, be found significant reply of the Pnme lXlnnster
so degenerate, so unwoIthy of the blood do we find a justlficatmn for the title of
that flows in our veins, so recreant to our agitation, and the direction in which
the very name of _Engh_hmen,' as not we carry it. You will have reform
to shake off this incubus, laid on as It is enough m colonial asses, caviare, fiddle-
by a body of our fellow-citizens ? sticks, and other equally important mat-

I believe some of our _USltOrshere ters. You will have all those items
to-night are of what.Is called 'the agrl- very diligently attended to Do you
cultural Interest.' They are probably look after corn, and coin will take care
carious to know why it IS that we, pro- of alt the rest. Thus have I told our
fe_smg to be Free Traders in everything, new visitors what ' Free TIade ' means,
_hould restrict the title of our association and why we almost exclusively advocate
to that of 'The National Anti-Coin- the repeal of the Corn-laws, instead of
Law League.' I will explain the reason, taking a wider purpose.
We advocate the abolition of the Corn- Now, what are the objections alleged
la_, because we beheve that to be the against thc adoption of Free-trade pnn-
fo_ter-parent of all other monopohes; clples _ First of all, take the most nu-
and if we destroy that--the parent, the merous body -- the working class -- by
monster monopoly--It will save us the far the most Important in the consldera-
trouble of devouring all the rest. We tlon of thls question: for probably rune-
have had now, for more than twenty tenths of all the population of this coun-
years, a succession of Cabinets every try are dependent on labour, elthel the
one of them claiming the merit in the hard work of hands, or the equally hard
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toil of heads I say, take their ease be a sham motion ; and we accordingly
first. We are told this system of restric- had a division. The right honourable
tion is for the benefit of the labourers. Baronet and all his friends walked out
We are informed by the earls, dukes, at one door, and I had some twenty or
and the squires, that the price of corn thirty who accompanied me out at the
regulates the rate of wages; and that, other. We bad not been back again m
if we reduce the price of corn by a free the House five minutes before this body
trade in that article, we shall only bnng of innocents were busy passing a law to
down the rate of wages. Now, I see a prevent the price of their corn being
good many working people in this as- settled by 'the competition of the world's
sembly, and would ask them whether, market.' I shall not be surpnsed some
in any bargain ever made for labour in night, perhaps when my friend Mr. VII-
London, the question of corn or its price liers brings forward his next motion, in
was ever made an element in that agree- going down to St. Stephen's, to see a
ment ? Why, look at your hackney- bit of paper fixed to the door of that
coach and watermen's fares, and at your place with something of this kind writ.
tlcket-porters' charges. Your own Cor- ten upon it : ' Corn and cattle-dealers to
poratlon, an their bye-laws and Acts of be found wuthm. No competition al-
Palhament regulating the wages of a lowed with tl_ shop over the water.'
variety of labourers m this metlopolis, Now, the first and greatest count in
have been strangely obhvious of this my indictment against the Corn-law is,
shdmg scale of corn, when they have that it is an inJUStice to the labourers of
fixed a permanent rate of wages. I this and every other country. My next
think I have heard lately something charge is, that it is a fraud against every
about women who man of capital engaged in any pursuit,

and every pelson of fixed Income not' Stitch--stitch--stitch l
For three half-pence a slmt.' derived from land. I will take the trad-

er. I am a manufaetmer of clothing,
I want to know whether the wages of and I do not knowwhy, in thls climate,
those poor creatures are regulated by the and m the artificial state of socmty m
price of corn I thought I had settled which we live, the making of clothes
that matter, as far as regards the work- should not be as honourable--because
ing man, at the hme Sir Robert Peel at is pletty near as nseful--a pursuit as
brought m his Corn Bill two years ago. the manufacture of food. Well, did you
I then moved an amendment to this ever hear any debates m the House to
effect :--' Resolved, That before we pro- fix the plme of my commodities in the
ceed to pass a law having for its object markct-_ Suppose we had a majority of
to raise, artificially, the price of bread, cotton-printers (which happens to be my
it is expedient and just that we should manufacture) in the House : and if we
first of all consider how far it is prach- had a majority I have no doubt we
cable to raise in proportion the wages of should find Sir Robert Peel quite will-
labourers m thls country.' I was deter- mg to do our work for us : he IS the son
mined I would stop that gap for the of a cotton-printer, and I dare say he
monopohsts for ever; and accordingly I would do it for us as well as any one
brought on my amendment; and was else. Let us suppose that you were
then reformed by Sir Robert Peel,-- reading the newspaper some fine morn-
' It is quite _mpossible we can fix the ing, and saw an account of a majority of
rate of wage_ In this country. Palha- the House having been engaged the
merit has no power to settle the rate of mght befo, e in fixing the price at which
wages ; that must be settled by the yard-wide prints should be sold: 'Yard-
competition of the world's market.' I wide prints, of such a quality, Iod. a
forced the monopohsts to a dlvislon on yard ; of such a quality, 9d., of such a
this matter, determined that it should not qnahty. 8d ; of such a quahty, 7d,' and
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ca on. Why, you would rub your eyes but as a kind of corn-steward, to see
with astomshment ! You would clear how the pllc_s may be kept up for his
your spectacles, if yon wore any, and masters.
you would doubt your own senses ! What are the grounds on which this
The very boys m the streets leadmg to system is maintained _ The farmer is
Parhament, and the cabmen and omni- put forwaId--the interests of the farmer
bus-drivers, would hoot and hiss us out and the farm-labourel are put forward
of the metropolis! Now, &d it ever --as the pretext for maintaining thls
occur to you that there is no earthly monopoly. I have heald the admIssmn
diffelence between a body of men, manu- made at agrmultmal meetings by land-
facturms of corn, s_ttmg down m the lolds themselves, that there a_e twenty
House, and passing a law enacting that farmers bidding for evely farm, and that
wheat shallbe so much, barley so much, they excuse themselves to the farmels
beans so much, and oats so much ? at these very meetmgs that they let then

Why, then, do you look at this too- land at the full value, and they cannot
nopoly of corn with such complacency ? help it. It 1_ not their fault because
Simply because you and I and the rest there are these twenty farmers b_ddmg
of us have a supelstltlOUS reverence foi every farm that is vacant. Now, i
for the owners of those sluggish acres, would ask you, or the merest tyro m
and have a very small respect for our- th_s questmn, if there be twenty farmers
selves and our own vocation. I say bidding for every farm, and the law can
the Corn-law monopolists, who arrogate raise the price of the produce of that
to themselves power m the House of falm, do you think that one out of those
Commons, are practising an mjustme twenty farmms will get the benefit of
on every other species of capltahsts, that n_e m price? Will not the othel
Take the iron trade, for example--a nineteen take care that it is brought
prodigious interest m this country. Iron down by competmon to the ordinary
of certain quatmes has gone down in profit of trade m this country _ _ihe
price, during the last five or six years, farmers have been too long deluded by
from I5I. los to 5l. IOs. per ton. l_Ien the mere cry of 'Protection.' We read
have seen their fortunes-- ay, I have of it nowineverymeetmg--'Protectmn
known them--dwindle away from to the farmers.' It as destructmn to the
3co, oool. tall now they could not sit down farmers. The wold should be changed
and write their wills for Ioo.cool. Well, from ' protectmn ' to ' destruction,' and
did any man ever hear in the It'ouse of it would then be more explesslve of the
Commons an attempt made to raise a effect of the Corn-law on the farmers.
cry about these grievances there, or to With respect to the farm-labomers,
lodge a complaint against the Govern- our opponents tell us that our object m
ment or the countiy because they could brmgmg about the repeal of the Corn-
not keep up the price of iron ? Has any laws is, by reducing the pnce of corn,
man come forward there proposing that to lower the rate of their wages. I can
by some law plgdron should be so much, only answer upon this point for the
and bar-xron of such a price, and other manufacturing districts ; but, as far as
kinds of iron m proportion ? No; ne_- they are concerned, I state it most em-
ther has tins been the case with any phatmally as a truth, that, for the last
other interest m the country. ]3at how twenty years, whenever corn has been
is it with corn ? The very first mght I cheap _ages have been high m Lanca-
was plesent in the House this sessmn, I _hlre ; and. on the other hand, when
saw the Prime Minister get up, hawng bread has been dear wages have been
a paper before him, and he was careful greatly reduced. Now, I dlsunct!y put
to tell us what the p_lce of corn had this statement on record, and challenge
been for the last fifty yeats, and what it any one to controvert it. Wages may
was now. He is employed for bttle else posslbly be affected by the p_1c¢ of food
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in the agimultmal dlstucts, and llse and would neccssallly be attended with a
fall in propmtion ; but if they do, it is rise of wages, In order that the goods
simply for this reason--that they have lmght be made for the purpose of ex-
reached their mmnnum, or the point at changing for the corn brought from
which they veige towards what you abroad. Whether prices would be
might call slave labour, when a man gets equalised, accoldlng to the opinion ex.
m the best of tnnes only as nmch as will pressed by my Lold Spencer, by a rise
keep lnm in health. When corn llses, nl the price of bread abroad to the level
equal food must be given to the labourer at which it is here, or whether it wouht
to eat, just upon the same principle as be by a fall in the prices here to the
farmeis or others give an equal quantity level at which they now exist on the
of coin to then horses in deal years as Continent, would not make the least
they do m periods of cheapnes% nI order ealthly dlffelence to the Free Traders ;
tliat they may be maintained in health, all they ask Is, that they shall be put m
and be equal to the amount of labour the same position with others, and that
which ISwanted of them. But when- there should be no bar or hindrance to

ever the value of labour rises and falls the admi_smn of food fi'om any quarter
in the agricultural districts with the into this country. I observe there are
plice of food_ it must be because those narrow-minded men in the agrlcultnraI
wages have previously sunk to that dlstllcts, telling us, 'Oh, if you allow
point which is next m degree to the Free Tiade, and bring in a quarter of
wages _hich slaves obtain for their corn from abroad, it is quite clear that
labour. Now, let me be fully under- you will sell one quarter less in Eng-
stood as to what Fiee Tladeis leally land ' Those men, fellow-countrymen,
do want. We do not want cheap corn who utter such nonsense as this, are a
me_cly in order that we may have low sample of the philosophers who ale
money prices. What we desire ISplenty now governing this country. What T I
of coin, and we are utterly caieIess would ask, if you can set more people
what its price is, provided we obtain it to work at better wages--If you can clear
at the namial pnee. All we ask is this, your streets of those spectres which
that corn shall follow the same law whmh are now haunting your thoroughfares
the monopoh_ts in food admit that la- begging their daily bread--if you can
bour mu_t follow ; that ' it shall find its depopalate your workhouses, and clear
natuial level in the markets of the off the two milhons of paupers which
world.' now exist In the land, and put them

And now, what would be the process to work at productive industry- do you
of this equahsatmn of p_lces_ I think not think that they would consume
I can give you the rationale of it. The some of the wheat as well as you ; and
effect of flee trade in corn wilt be this : may not they be, as we are now, con-
It would Increase the demand for agrl- sumers of wheaten bread by millions,
cultural pioduce in Poland, Germany, instead of existing on their present
and America. That mciease m the miserable dietary? Mark me: these
demand for aglicuhural produce would philosophical men, so piofoundly ignor-
give ilse to an increased demand for ant of what is lmmedmtely around them,
labour in those countries, which would but who meet us at every turn w_th
tend to rinse the wages of the a_multural prophecies of what xs going to happen
labourers. The effect of that would be in future, will tell us, forsooth, that Free
to draw away labourms from manufac- Trade will throw their land out of cul-
tures in all those places. To pay for tlvation, and depnve their labourers of
that corn, more manufactmes would be employment.
required from this country; thls would Now, we put against the prophecies
lead to an mcieased demand for labour of these selfish, ignorant beings the pre-
in the manufactunng dlstucts, which dictions of the most eminent and skid
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ful, in agriculture in this land. I will clproclty, and induce to make fools'-
take my Lord Ducie, who confessedly caps and bonfires of the articles in the
stands at the head of the arable farmers 2/Ioruzug Post or Herald. Now, I will
of this country, and my Lord Spencer, illustrate that point. I will take the
whoisadmlttedtobethefiistofthegraz- ca_e of a tailor hying in one of your
lng farmers of England ; I will take the streets, and a provision-dealer living in
biggest-headed and shrewdest farmers another, and this busybody of a reel-
and tenants m every county ; and if the procity-man hying somewhere between
monopohsts will give me a Committee the two He see_ this tailor going
of the House of Commons, which I in- every Saturday mght empty-handed to
tend to move for, they shall be examined the provision-dealer, and blmging home
before it ; and these plactical men will, upon his shoulder a side of bacon, under
every one of them, predmt what I have one aim a cheese, and under the other
also predmted (although I claim to be no a keg of butter. Well, this reciprocity-
authority), that, with free trade m corn, man, being always a busbody, takes the
so far from throwing land cut of use or alarm, and says, _There is a one-sided
injuring the cultivation of the poorci tiade going on there, I must look after
soils, free trade lU corn is the very way it.' He calls on the tailor, and says,
to increase the productmn at home, and ' Th_s is a strange uade you aie doing l
stinmlate the cultivation of the poorei You are importing largely from that
soils by compelling the apphcatmn of provision-dealer, but I do not find that
more capital and labour to them. We you are exporting any cloths, or coats,
do not contemplate deriving one quarter or waistcoats, m retmn?' The tador
less corn from the soft of this country ; answeis him, ' If yon feel any alarm at
we do not anticipate having one pound thls, ask the plovlsion-dealer about it :
less of butter or cheese, or one head less I am all right, at all events.' Away
of cattle or sheep : we expect to have goes the reciprocity gentleman to the
a great increase In production and con- provision shop, and says, ' I see you are
sumptmn at home ; but all we contend doing a very strange busmess with that
for is this, that when we, the people tmlor ; you are expomng largely pro-
here, have purchased all that can be wsmns, but I do not see that yon 1m-
raised at home', we shall be allowed to port any clothe_ from him : how do you
go 3o00 miles--to Poland, Russm, or get paid?' 'Why, man, how should
Amerlca--for more ; and that there I ?' rephes the provIsmn-dealer, 'm gold
shall be no let or hindrance put in the and silver, to be sure I ' Then the re-
way of our getting thls additional quan- clpromty-man _s seized with another
t_ty. crotchet, and forthwith begins to talk

Now, we are met by the monopolists about ' the drain of bullion ' Away he
with this objection :--If you have a free files to the tailor, and says, ' Why, you
trade in corn, foreigners wdl send you will be ruined entlrely ! What a dram
their wheat hele, but they will take of the precious metals is going on from
nothmg in return. The algument era- your till ! That provislon-dealer takes
ployed, In fact, amounts to this, if It no clothes from you: he will have
amounts to anything--That they will nothing but gold and silver for his
give us their corn for nothing. I know goods.' ' Ay, man,' rephes the tailor,
not what can exceed the absurdity of ' and where do you think I get the gold
these men, ff they be hone% or their and silver from ? _'hy, I sell my clothes
shallow and transparent knavery, ff they to the grocer, the hatter, the bookseller,
be dlshonest, m putting forward such an the cabinet-maker, and one hundred
aigument as that. If there be a chdd others, and they pay me m gold ard
here, I will give him a lesson which sdver. And pray, Nr. Busybody, what
will make him able to go home and would you have me to do with it ? Do
laugh to scorn tho_e who talk aboiit ic- yon think nay wife and faImly would
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grow fat on gold and silver ? ' Now, tlon ' is, to my ear, vmy nmch hke the
if there is any httle girl or boy in this ' cosmogony ' of good Mr. Jenkmson ;
assembly, I hope they will go home, and I think the men who use it have
and for exereise wnte out that illustlatlon just about as honest objects m view as
of reclproctty, and show it to any of then Mr Jenkinson had.
friends who may be seized with th_ I do not hke to turn these meetings
crotchet respecting rec_pioc_ty and the into scolding assemblies, for we ate too
dram of gold, and see if they cannot majestm a body to scold any person:
laugh them easaly out of their delu_,lon_ but I do hke, if possible, to extract a

Well, now, my fiiend, Mr Vllhe_s, little amusement out of our opponents
has alluded to the subject of levenue, m this matter; and certainly, when I
I need not go into that point, forhehas look through their speeches and read
completely exhausted it ; but it was a what they have been saymg, I must
most impudent pretence which the too- confess I have enjoyed mo_e laughter
nopohsts set up, and set up m the face about these statements than this question
of the income-tax, lewed upon us, a_ _t has afforded me ever since we began our
were, to be a scourge of thorns to remind agltatmn five years ago. We are going
us of our _m_ of lgnmanee and our ncg- to prepale a pamphlet--I am not sure
lect of our lnteiests. To think of then whether it will not grow into a volume
hawng the impudence to tell this to us, --of elegant extracts from monopohsts'
with this fact, not staring in om faces, speeches ! Thele shall be separate
but visiting us m our pockets ; to think headings to the several extracts. One
that this should ever be advanced again head shall be, 'argument ;' another,
--that the monopollsts keep up the 'wlt;' a thnd, 'humour;' a fourth,
revenue--is to me the moat monstrous ' mannels ;' and a fifth, ' morals ;' and
piece of Impudence I ever heard of m yon shall see choice spemmens of every
my life. Now, we want the farmers to one of them. There is one worthy gen-
understand precisely what the National tleman, who, in speaking of the League,
Ann-Coru-law League is, and what its has given such a bouquet of flower_ of
objects are We are not going toallow oratory, that I think we ought to put
the landlords to can3r off the farmer_ hun as a front_spleee to this volume.
w_th the old stale watchword and the This gentleman, in the course of about
threadbare arguments again. Why, twenty lines, manages to apply about as
they had not anything new to offer them, many abusive epithets to the League '-
and, therefore, they have started thl_ We are mere 'Jacobms,' 'Jonathan
about the revenue ; thmr agitators _e Wilds,' and 'Jack Sheppards.' We
all the old hacks over again ; there has are a ' scratch pack of hounds, ' and
not been even a young aristocrat come he condescends to explain that that
forward to show a modicum of talent m phrase means the odds and ends, or a
support of the system. There they are ' pack collected from the whole county.
the same men and the same arguments, The elegant gentleman winds up with
and the whole being summed up in the chome appellat_on of 'ragamuffins.'
' Protection.' That word' protectmn' That is the effusion of Sir Charles
reminds me of another word that was Kmghtley; and I thmk we must have
used by a character in the 'Vicar of his portrmt for a frontispiece to our
Wakefield,' I mean Mr. Jenkinson, volume.
who, if ever he wanted to take m any- I observe one noble Lord has mqmred
body, had some talk to them about the very innocently, in alluding to our agi-
'cosmogony' of the world; and with tation, 'What does all this bobbery
that word he took m poor Mo_es with mean ?' Now, they have let us into a
his green spectacles, and actually im- secret in this ag_tatlon of theirs. We
posed upon poor Dr. Prnnrose himself &d not think--I am sure I dld not--
in the same way. Now, th_s ' protec- that there was so much titled ignorance
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or coroneted vuIgamty in the land as I inspMng topic _ We have heard much
6nd there is. I confess I dtd not expect boastmg of these nreetmgs ; we have
to find the strongest argmnent coming been told that they ale ' falmers' meet-
from such a source, but had hoped to rags,' but we have not seeu the names
meet with something hke decency of of any farmcls xxho have made these
manners ' Why, _ho would belong to vulgar speeches of which I have been
such a set ? If that is the best language speaking. Now, as ha_mg somethnag
they can put out in pubhc, what smt of hke an hereditary right to identify my-
talk must be theirs m private _ self with farmers, I do rejoice to say,

And then for ' wolence'--why, _e that, m seanmng over all the proceed-
_cre charged with violence at one rune ; rags of these monopohst gathenngs, I
and I really beheve we used to be some- have not seen a smgle instance of vitu-
what wolent. Five years ago, when we perahon, or anything apploaching to
began, we were small and mslgmficant, vulgant, y of language, on the pmt of the
and very poor; fighting our way up m bondfide tenant-farmers The monopo-
the x_orld. We were really ahnost corn- hsts of corn--the landlolds- are the
p¢lled to make a noise to attract a hear- monopohsts of all the vulgaltty of lan-
rag. .All small things, you know, me guage ! There have been one or two
generally very noisy; it _s the order of Individuals paraded, who have been
nature, See how the httle dog barks at called ' farmels,' and who have made
the stately steed as he goes along yore long speechts ; but I ha_ e taken paros
streets; but the horse takes no nonce of to mqmre a httle of their whereabouts,
tnm. There was some excuse for u_, and I find that they are all auctioneers
our cause appeared a desperate one and land-_alue_s; and it ls a remarkable
Now, they must have an excuse, too, fact, that I have n_er met _lth a p_o-
for their vmlence, and I suspect it is the tecnomst orator at the meetings I ba_ e
very same v,e had--they feel then cause attended m the agimuttmal d_mcts,
to be a desperate one. But I "_ant, m but tie has always turned out an aac-
this _tage of our agitation, to nnpress on noneer or a land-_aluer. The land-
our fiiends the necessity of taking wain- valuels ar_ a body of men--I mean the
mg by the spectacles whmh our oppo- land-_aluers and auct_oneels--x_ho me-
hunt, now present, and that they should plesent the landlord m his veiv _ olbt
involve not to imitate such a bad exam- aspect • they me pet_on_ that l_ave an
ple. We have got up in the world ; x_e interest m this systcln x_lnch cau_s per-
can pay our _ay lVe have the nobles petual change and a constant llSe in
and the gentles of the land mom _a_l,a, rent ; for the more changes thele ale,
and we ought to be rely decorous We or the mole fa_Iures there are, the mtue
can affold to be condescending, even. I _alumg the_e _s fol the valuer, and the
should not wonder ff we soon begin to more selhng throe _s for the anctlonee_ "
ballot for members, and not admit pen- though, if you had a sbstem by which
ple unless they happen to be 'of the prices _xe_e steadied, and leases x_eie
_upenor kind" glanted, the land-value_s and auctmn-

Our opponents, I p_esume, intend to eels would not be knoun m the land ;
spend their money m bomethmg hke the m fact, they are a robe haldly to he met
same way as we have expended our_,-- w_th m Scotland at the p_esent tm_e.
that i% in giving lectures and d_.,tnbut- Nmv, we expect our opponent, WlI1
mg tracts How I should like to attend meet us faulv m th_s matter We have
one of their first meetings ! Fancy a avotded, altt'mngh we ha_e b_en often
meeting hke this I An orator ran o- pre,sed to do so, mterfcnng _x_d_any ot
duced to dehver a magmficent--magm- then meetings. I h_ht _t to be unjust
loquent. I should say--lecture in b_half m thls counhy, _helevcr meetings are
of starvatton _ Only think of his exo_- held avowedly upon one s_de of the
dlaIll and his peroration, with such an questmn, and to make a dcmon_tratlo_

D
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that anybody should go and interfere minutes the most disorderly amongthem
wzth aueh a meeting, or attempt to put were removed from the hall ; and the
coantel-lesolution_ I say I hope they remainder, when they saw two or three
will deal fauly with u_, but, judging by of their number carried oat by the work-
then conduct m past times, I do not mg men, showed--what such fellows
expect they_fll. I know that monopo- will always show--that they were as
ll_t money has been paid for the hiie of great cowards as they had previously
men to attend and interrupt om meet- shown they were bullies They were
rags ever s,nce we began our agitation aq peaceable as mice in a church for the
I am now suffering unJer a hoarsenes_ rest of the meeting; and, I will venture
from an encountel of this kind in the to say, It I_ the last appearance of that
gloat Town-hail of }hrmlngham on body m the Town-hall of BlrmIng-
Monday last. \Vhen I arrived m that ham.
town I found huge yellow placalds I know that monopolist money in
posted all over the _alls, the cost of former nines ha_ been so spent and taken
whmh a printer thole told me must have by men who have degraded the name
been man), pound_, plofes,mg to eman- they have borne--that IS, men of a
ate flora the O'Cmmor CtIamst agltat- political party seeking for liberty I
ors, calhng upon the winking men to reverence men who make honest efforts,

asaemble m all their might, and upset who seek for fieedom m any form i but
these mill tylant_, and drive them out of I say that these persons have degraded
the town.' Now it is remarkable that the sacred name under whmh they have
there was no pnnteFs name to these pretended to work. They have been
placard.,, therefore there is ever}, reason for the last thlee years doing nothing
to suppose they wete imported flom a but tiying to help the aristocracy m
distance. The Town-hall was thlown maintaining the Corn-laws. Look, I
open. A fan public meeting had not say, at their organ of the press, and you
been held m Bnmmgham for sl,: yeals will perceive the character of its leading
preciously ; and I _ as glad of an op- amcles for the last two years Has it
portumty of making my first experI- been advocating the object which it
meat upon the good sense of the work- professed to be e_tabhshed to promote?
lag people of that dlstnct The nmgm- No. Tl_e staple of lt_ aificles ae just
ficmit building of which I have spoken the counterpart of what you will find in
was crammed, and four-fifths of the the _7orrz_pgg2Dosl. Look at its leaders
audmnce were wotkmg men; fOl _t --'_ho are they? l_{en who ale ever
was in the morning of holiday Monday. found trying to thwart us m our honest,
About fifty men, however, of another sIngle-mmded effoIt to pull down this
desenpnou, were packed m the eentie grant monopoly. \Vell, then, I say,
of that meeUng A most notorious In- those men who have been hitherto pald
d_vldual wa_ placed m the organ-loft for this _ ork--though I admit that some
by the side of u_, who acted as fugle- of them have been fools enough to do
mau to the rebt. Their object e_Mently the _olk for nothing--but as they have
was to prc_ent the deputation of the been paid, I suspect that some of the
I.eagme from being heaid While ray money that has been rinsed recently by
friend Colonel Thompson--_ho is even the inonopoli_tb will find its way into
hoarser t!lan I am myself--was speak- the same channel, and that there may
in K, they kept up a contuIued clainour, be fuithei attempts made of the kind
\\hen my tmn came, I appealed to the I have alluded to But I think a
4o0o wolkmg people, and asked them body that had the temeuty to come
wliethel theyuoukt allow themselves to into thls theatre with such an object
be tyiannlsed ovel by a handful of men, would look twice before it made the
_ho. _,th hbe_ty on their hp_, had essay. There may be an attempt made
despotism at healt _ In les_ than five even to Interrupt the orderly proceed-
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ings of these most important gather- Dukes, fifteen Earls, or a dc,zen Mere.
lugs; for if these meetings continue, bels of Palhament
and are cariled on with the same hum- But when I have taken the sense of
hers, order, and decorum with which such nteetlng_ m favour o[ Free Trade,
they are now, speaking a voice that is what have the monopohsts said upon
felt throughout Europe -- yes, I know the subj_.ct ? That x_e hax e calned our
they are felt throughout Euiope, and resolutions merely by ' the rabble of the
one of the filot things mquned for when towns.' Now, nrark this fact : I have
mtelhgent forelgnel_ come here is to obselved in every instance that their
have an opportunity of seeing such own oigans of the press declare that I
unpalalleled demonstrations --I say, if am mndebted to ' the labble of the to,an'
the_e meetings continue, do you think for carrying my resolutions. 13ut, now
it u Ill be long befole their influence will it is this same ' rabble ' which they pre-
be found in snother place who_e locality tend to tell us is opposed to the Anti-
wdl be nameless, not far flom Paiha- Corndaw League! They thiow it m
meat-street ? our teeth that we are not suploolted by

Then, [ say, fair play Let every this veiy rabble, which they foimerly
man follow his own bent in this flee said _as our whole suppolt at our open-
country- flee, at all events, to hold air meetings They go down to Blr-
meetings hke thl_ Let every man at- mlnghanl and hue fifty, celtauily of the
tend hl, own meeting, call together hls dnnest and mo_t umntelhgent fellows
own, and promote wiiatever legitimate they can find, and tiy to get them to
oh3ects he pleaaes. We will neither in- break up the meeting, and then boast
trade into the meetings of others, nor that ' the rabble of the town,' as they
allow intrusion into ours. If a meeting condescemt to call you, ale against us.
be held to take the sense of a district, it I will nut disguise from you my
is the duty of every man to attend : and opinion, that the time is apploaching
the votes should be taken to see what when it will lequlre every eff,_t on the
the sense of the malority of that dl_tiict paIt of Free Tiadera to caIry out the
may be Now, I give notice to the objects which we have in view I am
monopolists, that m all nay meetings in not one who would, and I never did,
their counue_ I invite all comer; to op- undeirate the power or the importance
pose me ; I will consider their doing so of our opponents Them is mu_h u ork
no intrusion. Talk of their meetings I for us to do, but the'a ork shall and WlI1
Why, I have been m every county m be done. There ale melI now biought
which they have held them, and I have out by thi_ very agitation m every bor-
no hesitation in declaring, that for every ough and Ia_ge to_n that I have visited
hundred they have had gathered togethei --new me,t--not the old hack s of party,
I have had a thousand on every occasmn, but persons drawn out with a solemn
Take their lmgest nuinber--m Essex, and earnest conviction, x_lth a ciavmg
where it is aald they had 6oo gathered-- after justice and truth in this matter,
we had 6ooo at Colchester ! Ay, and who are diligently at work in everypart
I pioml_e them that, when the weather of the kingdom. And if u e u ele to be
comes that is favourable for open-mr taken off this scene, in which x_e have
meeting, I _Ill visit then conntle_ agali], been and are now mo_t plonllnent, and
and take the opinion of tllelr population, were unable to continue om effort, the
I call my meetings in the same place question has gone beyond the stage from
whele their ownhIgh authorities always whmh it can recede. It ol_ly _equires
convene thelrs--m the county towns, that you should continue to d_ssemmate
such as Winchester and. Sahsbury I the knowledge which you have, and in-
could gather ten times the nunrber to crease the interest which is felt m Lon-
hear me as at these recent meetings, don upon this subject, that tln_ question
though perhaps they may have ten will ultimately be brought to a trmmi)h.
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ant lssue It cannot be camed _n) or Stfll, youhavewolktodom London i
con by such ms_gmficant boloughs as obberve that your beaten caud_date, wLo
Devlzes Give u_ the larKe consutuen- I thought was silenced for ever, at one
ties--give us, as we _fll have when of his meeting% elther by hnnself or b_
another election comes (and you cannot his chairman, denominated those who
carry this que,-tiou without a dlssolu- _oted for Mr. Patt_son at the last elec-
tion), everybmough m 5outh Laucashn e tlon as ' the rabble of the City ' Now
and the\Vest Rtdmg of Yo_kstnre, gwe it so happens that I am entltled ta
us I_ummgham, Edmbmgh, Gla_go_, _eg_ster myself as a voter for the C_ty of
Leeds, Itult, Bnbtol, and all the large London, but have neglected so to do,
conmtuencles; glve us LIverpool--ay, but I intend at the next revlsmn to
and glve us London--and there is no register, m ordel that I may have the
Minister to be found who can maintain honour of )ommg that _rabble ' which
office to carry on a system of monopohes relected Mr ]3armg. Be dfltgent there-
upon the strength of a mere numerical fore m disseminating knowledge on this
majoilty of the House of Commonb, and question The repeal of the Com-law_
by the aM of the representatives of such wdl be cml_ed when men understand it
p]aces as Devlzes or St Alban, ; the_e And when you understand _t, ff you a_e
is no 5hm_ter who would dare to do it, honest men, you wall feellt ; ff )_ou feel
though the monopohsts would be glad it, at least a_ I have, you will not be
to find their tool, ff the)" could, m able to be qmet w_thout doing some-
the face of the umted expression of thing to put down th_s great mjustme
opinion of the great conat_tuenc_es of I exhort you each myour several c_rcles
th_s kmgdt)m. But flora the moment to spzead abroad hght on th_s sub)ect.
that you a_e ,._ght m the metropohs-- Knowledge _s the power--knowledge
and _e a_e Hght m all the lmge town_ alone--by which _e shall bring th_s
--that moment the Com-Iaw_ me re- foul sybtem to the dust.
pealed !
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IX.

EFFECT OF PRO l']:_CrlIVI2 DI'TIL_

HOUSE OF COMMONS, MARCH 12, IF,44

[on March i2. _844. Mr Cobden brought fol_ard his monon for a C,elecr c ommit_ee
to require into [he effects of Plotec[l_C Dune_ oll lalpor{s on tl_e mtele_t of the tenant-
farmers and farm-labot,rela of the country The debate is interesting partl_ from
the fact that tee ieply to Mr Cobden on the part of Mmlateis _a_ entrusted to Mr
Gladstone. pattl_ because a considerable paI_ of the debate _db occupied x_tth the
quebtlon as to the proportion welch len_ beal _,to cost [he l]],)tlon \_a_ lejetted by
91 (I33 to 224). Messes Cobden and Bright _e;e the tc]icls ]

THE mct_on whmh I hive to make _s appomte,1 to take ewdence as to the
one of a natme _hlch I behove IS nob mlpottatlon of silk. the c, po_tauou of
ordmauly ldused ; it _s for a Select machmely, the nawgaUon-la_s, and on
Committee to s_t up_taus, to take e_t- quebtlons of snmlar nnpoltauce It
deuce on a question that exc_te_ g_eat must also be admitted that such Corn-
controversy out of doms, and xxhtch I mtttees have been appointed w_thout the
beheve is hkely to cause considerable pmtle, mole mamc,hatdy concerned
d_seuss_on m this House. It mar h? hawng m the fi_st instance petxt_oned
thoughtthatmymot_onnnght have betm the tlouae for then appointment On
app_op_atel) placed _n other hands I the appomtlnent of the Committee reta-
anaof that oplmon too. I think _t m_ght t_e to the expottatmn of machmc_y d_e
have been more p_opmly b_ought fi_r- motion was granted, not at the mbtance
xxatd by a Gentleman on tEe othel sMe of manufacturers who had a monopoly
of lee House, pamculatly by an honom- of the use of machmer?, but by pm ues
ahleMemberconnectedul_hthecountlcb _xhose m_elests were concerned m the
ofWm',hneo_ Dorset_hne 13ut although making and cxpomng of machinery. I
not re)self a c_unty Member, that doe_ do not therefoxe auUc_pate that my
not neces._a_fly p_eclade me flora taking motion uflI be tc,_sted on the ground
a prominent pa_t m a question affecting that no petmons have been p_csented
the mtcxests of the tenant-faln_c_ and demanding _t
farm-labome_s of fins country, for whom I shall now state _ b,at my wows will
I fee1 a_ strong a sympathy as for _t_y be on entering the Committee. I shall
othe_ class of my coun:lTmen; nay, I be p_epated to brmg fo_umd n_nportant
stand here on thts occasmon as the advo- evtdcnce bho_ lng tlie effects ot _pro-
cate of u hat I con_,cxenttoual) behe_ e to tecUon,' ab it i,, calh_d, on the agncul-
be the interests of the agncultulxsts tunst'_ by the examination of tam_ers
We ha'_e instances of Commxttees being themselves. I will, m fact, not bung
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for_vald a single witness before that in I836, witnesses stated that they had
Committee who shall not be a tenant- been deceived m the pace of their coin ;
farmer or a landed p_opuetor, and they and I ask whether at the present moment
ahall be peraons eminent for their le- rents are not fixed rather with leference

.putatlon as practical agucnlturlsts. The to certain Aet_ that were pasted than
opinion that I _hall hold on entering the the lntrmsm worth of fatm_ _ In cease-
Committee it, that 'plotecUon,' as it i_ quenee of the alteratmn that was made
called, m_tead of being beneficlaI, i_ m the Corn-law of i842, the tent of
delusive and in3unous to the tenant- farm3 has been assessed on the giound
farmers; and that opimon I shall be of corn being 56s. a quarter. I know
prepared to sustain by the evidence of an instance wheie a pelion occupying
tenant-farmels themselves I wish it to his own land was rated at a certain
be understood I do not adlmt that what amonnt, wz at the valuat,on of corn
is called protection to agriculturists has being 56f. a quarter, wlnle, in fact, tt
ever been an_ protection at ._1Ito them, was selling at 47 s ; and, upon his ask-
on the contrary, I hold_ that Us only ing why he had been co rated, tie wa_
effect has been to mislead them This told that the assessors had taken that
has been denied both in this House and mode of valuation in consequence of
out of door_ I have recently read ovel xvhat the Prime Minister had stated wa_
again the evidence taken before the to be the price of com. ['Oh ! oh !']
Committees which sat prewous to the Hen Gentlemen may cry 'Oh! oh!'
passing of the Corn-law of I8_5, and I but I will bring forwald that very case,
leave _t to any man to say whether it and prove what I have stated concern-
wan not contended at that time that mg it
suffielent protection could not be given What I wEh in going into Commit-
to the agnculturl_ts unles_ they got 8os. tee is, to convince the farmers of Great
a quarter for wheat. I wish to remind Biitam that th_ House has not the powel
the hen. Member for Wdtshne (Sir to regulate or sustain the price of then
Bennett) that he gave it as h_s oplmo_l commodmes The right hen Baronet
before the Committee of I814, that opposite (Sir R Peel)has confeased that
wheat could not be grown in this he emmet regulate the wages of labom
country unle_s tile farmers got 96s a or the profits of trade Now. the turin-
quarter, or I2S a bushel, for it, while ers are dependent for their prices upon
now he is supporting a Minister who thewages of the labom'er and the profits
only proposes to give the farmers 56s a of the trader and manufacturer ; and if
quarter, and eonfesaes he cannot gual- the Government cannot regulate these--
antee even that. It is denied that if it cannot guarantee a celtam amount
this House has ever promised to guar- of wages to the one, or a fixed profit to
antee prices for their produce to the the other--how can it regulate the pace
farmers. Now what was the custom of of agrlculturalproduce _ The first point
the country from the pan,rag of the to whmh I should wish to make this
Corn-law in I8I 5 _ I will buug old Committee instrumental is to fix in the
men before die Commlttee who will minds of the farmers the fact that this
state that farmers valued their farm_ Houseexaggeratesttspowertosustamor
from that time by a computatmn of enhance pnce_ by direct aet_ of legl_la-
wheat being at Sos a quarter. I can tion The farmer's interest Is that of the
also prove that agucultural soc_etlc_ whole eommumty, and _s not a partial
whmh met m I_2I, passed resolution., intereat, and you cannot t_mch hm_ more
declaring that they were deceived by.th_ sensmvely than when you mime the ran-
Act of I815, that they had taken famt_ nu£actmcrs, his cuslomer_.
calculating upon selling wheat at So,, I do not deny that you may regulate
while, in Net, _t had fallen to httle n:o_e prices for awhile--for awhde you have
than 50;. In the Committee w]aich sat regulated them by forcing an amficial




