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THIS

hiftory,

taking

fa&s and opinions,
hand;

in fuch a variety of

has grown

under

my

cfpecially as in writing I cannot avoid

entering

into

rome

de£ultory

difquifit__ons,

and defcriptions of manners and things which,
though not ftric"tly neceffary to elucidate the
events,

are intimately

conne&ed

with the

main obje& ; I have alfo been led into feveral theoretical

invefllgafions,

whilfl, re,irking

the political effects that natmally t]ow i¥om
the progrefs
therefore,

of knowledge.

It is probable,

that this work will be extended

two or three more volumes,

to

a confiderable

part of which is already written.
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PREFACE.

THE

revolution in France exhibks a fcene,

in the political world, not lefs novel and intereRing than the contraR is Rfildng between
the narrow opinions of fuperRition, and the
enlightened fent_ments of mafcullne and improved philofophy.
To mark the prominent features o£ this
revolution, requires a mind, not only unfophlillcated by old prejudices, and the inveterate habh._ of degeneracy ; but an amdiomtlon of temper, produced by the exerdfc cf
the moil enlarged prindples of humalfity.
The rapid changes, the violent, the bate,
and nefarious affafllnations, which have
clouded the vivid profpe&

that began to
fpread
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PREFACE.

fpread a ray of joy and gladnefs over tile
gloomy horizon of oppre/Iion, cannot fail to
chill the fympathizing bofom, and palfy intellectual vigour. To fketch thefe viciflltudes
is a tafl_fo arduous and melancholy, that, with
a heart trembling to the touches of nature, it
becomes necefFaryto guard againft the erroneous inferences of £enfibility; and reafoa
beaming on the grand theatre, of political
changes,can prove the only fflre guide to dire&
us to a favourable or juft conclufion.
This important conclufion, involving the
happinefs and exaltation of tho h,, m.,n character, demands ferious and mature con..
fideration; as it muff ultimately rink the
dignity of fociety into contempt, and its members into greater wretehednefs;

or elevate

it to a degree of grandeur not hitherto anticipated, but by the molt enlightened tintermen and philofophers.
Contemplating then there ftupendous events
with the cool eye of obfervation, the judge5
ment,
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ment,

difficult

to
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be preferred

unwarped

under the preffure of the calamitous horrours
produced

by defperate

and enraged rations,

will continually perceive that it is the uncontaminated mafs of the fi'ench nation, whole
minds begin to grafp tile fentiments of freedom, that

has fecured

the

equilibrium

of

the ttate; often tottering on the brink of annihilation ; in fplte of the folly, felfiflmefs, madhers, treachery,

and more fatal mock patriot-

ifm, tile common refult
ners, the concomitant

of depraved

of that

man-

fcrvility

and

voIuptuoufnefs which for fo long a fpace of
time has cmbrutcd the higher
celebrated nation.
By

thus

attending

orders

of this

to clrcumttances,

we

thall be able to difcern clearly that the revolution was neither produced by the abilities
or intrigues of a few itidivlduals ; nor was the
effe_ of fudden

and fhort-lived

enthufiafm ;

but the natural confequence of intelle&ual improvement, gradually proceeding to perfec2ion
in
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in the advancement of communities, from a
Pate of barbarifm to that of polishedfociety',til!
now arrived at the point when fmcerit,y of"
priacipIes feems to behafLeaingthe overthrow
ef the tremendous empire of fuperRiticmand
hypocrlfy, ere_ed upon the ruins of goth_v.
brutality and ignor_ee.

CONTENTS.
qe.,

B

.-,,

0

; _

0

r

K

CHAPTER

I,
I.

7atrodu#iion. Progr_ of fociety. End of government. Rife ofpoliticald_cu_¢n amongj_thefrench.
Revolution in America. Virtue attempted to be
built on fal_ _rinciples. if'he croifades,and the
age of chivglry. Adminiflration of Richelieu, and
of Cardinal Mazarin. _heatrical entertainments,
end dramatt¢ ._oet_ of the fre_ch--Moliere,-Corneille,--Racine. Louis XIV. _'heregen_y..-Louis XV.
page i.
CHAP.

IL

3Vidrle-/_ntolnette. Louis XVI. Adminiflration of
Necker, and of Calonne. Notables convened. Ca,
lonne dij'graced_--and"obligedto flee the kingdom.
lh's ehara_er. Caufes of the enflavedflare of
Europe.
P. 33.
CHAP.

Ill.

Adminiflratio_tof de Brien_e. Diffohltionof tl_enola_les. l:_nd tax and/tamp duty recomme_dedly

x

CONTENTS,
tboJt, but rCt/'ed to be/ancTionedky the parlia_nent,
Bed of juflice,
if'he parliament bani/hed to _'royes,
mbut/oon comprom_edfor its recall_ Struggles of
the court party to prevent the convacation of the
/tares-generaL Banifhment of the duke of Orleans,
and two/pirited membersof the parliament. Cour
pleniere. . Remarks on the parliaments. Imprifonmeat of the members. Deputies of the Province ef
Britanny .lent to the Baflille.
The foldiery let
loofe upon the people,
p. 48.
CHAP.

Necker recalled.

IV.

His character.

Notables convened

a fecond time. Coalition of the nobility and clergy
in defenceof their privilegu.
Provincial affemblies
of the people. Political publications in favour of
the tiers-etat.. General re.fleglions on reform,---on
the prefentflate of Europe,--and on the revolution
in France.
P. 59.

BOOK
CHAP.

IL
I.

Retrofpe_Tive view of grievances in Fr,mce-.-tb., nokles
---the military--the clergy--the farmers general
Ele_Tionof dep:,.ties to the flates-generaL .4rts of
the courliers. _4ffembly of the pates. ._iots excited at Paris.
king'_ fpeecb,

Openingof tbeflates.generaL
if'be
d(wer to it by the keeper of the

feats.

_2 0

N

T

E

N

T

S.

xl

_.a[s. Speechof Mr. Necker. Conteflrefpe_Ting
the
modeof aff.e#_bli#g,Tacit efiablifloment
cf the liberty
oftheprefs. _Itten_ptoftbe court to reflr,Snit. The
deputiesdeclaretbemfelvesa nationalaffembly,p, 75'
CHA

P,

If.

if'henationalaffemblyproceedto bufinefs. Oppofitionof
the nobles, bi[hops, and court, tl fiance royale
proclaimed, and the hall of the affetnbly_errounded
by .]'oldiers. The members adjourn to the tennis
court, and vow never to Jeparat¢ till a conflitution
_quld be completed. The majorityof ¢laeclergy¢md
two of the noblesjoin the commons. S_anceroyale.
The king's fpeech. Spirited behaviour of the af_mbly. Speechof Mirabeau. l°erfons of the de,
puties declaredinviolable. )141norityof the. _tobles
join the commons. At the requeJtof the kivg toe
minorityofthe clergydotbefame,--and areat lotgtb
followed by the majority of the _2obles. CharacTer
of tbe queen of France,--of the king,--and of the
nobles. LeCtures on liberty at the palais royal
.Parisfu.rrounded by troops, Spirit of hberty inlured into the foldiers. Eleven of thefrench guards
irapr_onedbecau/'e
they wouldnotflre en the populace,
and liberated by tbe people. Remonflranceof the
nationalaffembly. The king propofesto remove the
affemblyto Noyon,. or 8oiffons. Ned,'er d_niffed.
City militia propofed. The populaceattacked in the
garden of the Thuilleriesby tbepriJ)ceof Zambefc.
Nogurnal orgiesat Verfailles.
p. xo 9.
CHAP_

_ii

c

o

N _E E N
CitAP.

'_ 8.

III.

_'e.parations" of the parifians for the defence of tI3¢city,
_'be guards, and city watch join the'citlzens. _he
armed cltizens appoint a commander in chi_
Con_
dug of the national affembly during the diflurbance_
at Paris. _eheypublifh a declaration of rights,-and offer their raediation wit_ the c#izens,--wblcb
is. haughtily refufed by the king. Proceedings at
Paris on' the tCth of _uly. _'aking of the baflille.
_'he mayortim. Proceedings.of the national affembly
at Verfailles. J'It_pearanceof the king in the affem.
bly, HisJ'peec&
p. I65°
CHAF.

IV,.

_R_e_ions on the eondu_ of the court and'k_ng. I_
jurious confequences of the complication of lamx.
General diffufion of knowledge. State of civilizatlon
amongfl the andents. It's progrefs. _'he cro_tdes,
and the reformation. Ear_ freedom of Britain.
_Thebrit_ conflitution. State of liberty in _urope.
J?.u_a.
Decline of the .4r_otelian 2hilo.[o_l_,,
Defcartes. Newton. EducatTonimproved. Gerraany, i;rederick Z_ of PrtuFia.
p. 2 x$.
u

B

__

0

it

.JL

0

.

K

--

IIL

C H A,P. L
A d_utatlon of the uationalaffemkly ar_,ives at _aris.
Baillie chofen mayor, and La Fayette c_nmander in

(_ G N T

E N T S.

xii_

chief of the national guards. Refig,,ation of the
_Mniflry. Necker recalled. _he king vifits Paris.
Chara_er of thc parifians. _Therevolution urged
on_remature!_. Emigrations of f_veral of t_e nobility and, others. Colonn, adv_ thefmnch l;ri.wes
to flit u_foveign _v'wers agai_ France. Foulon
killed,
tx _z4I.
C t/A

P.

It.

ftT_t dul_ ,f I.a'tmcourt c$ofen,prefident. _Thepeople
acre for _b¢ 4_fenceof the ¢ountq.
_he municipal
_icws alJp_innd under the old governmentfuperfeded
ky committBe_. 8ome t_eopletreacherou_y deflroyed
by fpringing a mine at a civic feafl.
_Ihegenevefe
reatident taken up ty the t_atrole. The french
/ufpicious o/the difigns of Britain. Necker returns.
General amnefly r,afolved by the electors of Paris.
Debate on a declaration of rights. Declaration of
vigbts feparate from the con_tution deter_ni;_cdon.
Satrific_s made by tbe nobles, clergy, &c.
p. _63.
CHAP.

IIL

RefletTions on tIoe member_ of the national affembi).
8ece_on _ feveral pfeudo-patri_ts. 8odety ripefor
iji,provement throughout JEurvpe. lt.rar natural to
men in,afavage flute.
I_emarks on the origin and
_rogr_. of fociety, if'he arts---property--ineq_tal]ty of conditions---_var. PiCTure of mariners in
_odem F,-anc¢.
P" _-95.
BOOK IF.

B

0

OK

CHAP.

IP'.
I.

O_oinionson'the tra,faEtions of'the fourth of -4ugtoqo
Diforders occafioncd by_there tratfatTions. Necker
demands the affe_ably'sfan_Tion to a loav. .4 loan
decreed. Titbe¢ abol_ed.
Debate on the declaration of rights. Tke formation of a conflitution.
Debate on the executive_ower. Thefufpenflve veto
adopted. Pr._tendeda_14real views of the combina.
tion of depots againfl France. Debate on the eouo
flitution of afenate. Means of peaceably effet'ting
a reform fhould make a part of every conflitution.
P. 3*3.
C H A P.

If.

ObfervatioJls on the veto. The women offer up tbelr
•rnaments to the public. Debate _ohetb_r thef_oani.[h
branch of the Bourbons could reign in France. Co,due2 bf the liing re/pee2ingthe'decrees of tbefou_'¢b
of _dugufl. F'amty of thefrench. Debateson quartering a tboufand regulars at Verfailles. Individuals offer their jewels a_dplate to make _p the de-.
ficiency of the loan. Tbe'king./'ends his rich fer_ice of 20late to the mint.
Necker's pr_ofal for
every citizJn to give up a fourth of hit incorae.
Speechof A¢irabeau on it. I-Iis addrefs t# the nation.
p. 359.
CHAP.

Ill,

C O N

T

E N T

C H A P.

S.

x_'

Ill.

_eflegtlomon the _ew modeof rai.fi,g_?plies. No
jufl.D'flemof taxationyet eflablifl3ed. Paper mo,ey.
Nece.flity of gradual reform.

0

B

0

P. 288.

K

I7.

CHAP.

I.

Errour of the nation.alaffemblyin negleftingtoj_cure
thefreedomof France. It's condu¢-tcomparedwith
that of the americanflates. Nece.flityof forming
a new confl_tutionas loon as an old governmentis
deflroyed. The declaring the king inviolaMe a
•vrong me_tre. Security of the fi'ench agai_ a
counter-revdution.
sated.

The flight
CHAP.

of the king mediP. 2 99-

II.

Entertainment at Verfaille£.
trampledunder

foot.

¢The national cockade
.4 mob of _vomen proceed to

the hote!-de-,ille_and

thence to I/'c_failles.

_P,e

king's r_ly to the national affembly's requef], that
]aewould fan_io_ the declaratio, of rights a_M the
dqr_ articles of the coJlflitution.

De#ares o;_it. tlr-

ri'oal of the mob at Verfailles.
_he king receives
a de_outation from the _oomen, a._df_ntTions the decree for the free circulation of grain.
_tmmoned.

militia.

La layette

arrives

C£heaffembly

wit.b lhe flari/ian

_'bepalaceattacked by the mob--who are

di e -d

_,,i

C 0 N

T _ N

di/2er/edby the, national guards.

T .8.
Refleftions on tl, e

condu_l of the duke of Orleans.
C H A P.

P. 4_o.

III.

The mob demand the king's removal lo Paris.

This

city defcribed. The king re_airs to the cap#at, el.
eorted by a de_utatfon of ihe _ational affembly and
lbe 2arifian militia. _rheking's title changed. Proeeedingsof the national affemb_y. Reflec"tionson the
declaration of righu,
P, 470.
CHAP.
Progr_

of reform.

IV.

The encyclopedia, Za'berty of

the pre/s. Capitals. Thefrench not _ro_erly qualifted for the revolution. Savage compared
with
civilized man. JE.ffe_Tsof extravagance--of com_nerce--and of manufaItures. Excu/e for the ferocity of the parians,
P. 49_.

