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BEFORE we enter on the grand bufinefs
produced by the meeting of the ftates-general,
it is neceflary to take a retrofpeftive glance
over the oppreflions of which frenchmen fo
loudly complained ; and, whillt we trace
their jufinefs, the queftion will only be, why
they did not fooner raife their fhoulders to

heave



( 76 )
lhicave off the mighty load. 'To afcertain this
truth, we need not enter into deep refearches,
though it may be difficult to colle@ all the
parts of the feudal chain, which linked the
defpotifm of fixty thoufand nobles, who not
only exercifed all the tyranny that the {yftem
authorized, but countenanced the ftill more
extenfive depredations of their numerous de-
pendents,  'What, indeed, could equal the
flavery of the poor hufbandman ; not only
pillaged by the tythe and game laws, but
cven obliged .to let whole flocks of pigeons
devour his grain, without daring to deftroy
them, becaufe thofe pigeons belonged to the
chateau ; and afterwards forced to carry the
fcanty crop to be tolled at the mill of mon-
Sfeigneur, which, to follow a frenchman’s
ftaff of life through all it’s ftages of taxa-
tion, muft then be baked at the privileged

oven?
It would be captious, perhaps, to dwell on

fome of the abominable tenures of perfonal
fervitude, which, though grown obfolete,
were not abrogated ; efpecially as more fpe-
cious, if not lefs grinding, not lefs debafing
exaltions were in force, to deprave every

moral
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moral feeling of the two divifions of fociety ;
the governing, and governed.

When chafed from the country, of which the
chief charm is independence, by fuch worry-
ing rcftraints, a man wifhed to purfue any
occupation in a town, he muft previoufly
purchafe a patent of fome privileged perfon,
to whom this tax had been fold by a farmer-
general, or the parafite of a minifter.

All lived by plunder ; and it’s univerfality
gave it a fanétion, that took off the odiuns,
though nothing could varnith the injuftice.
Yet, fuch was the infenfibility of the great,
the pleafures thefe extortions procured were
not lefs grateful to the fenfes, becaufe paid
by the f{weat of induftry.—No; like Vefpa-
fian’s obnoxious tax, money was money ;
and who cared on what it was levied ! Thus
the rich neceffarily became robbers, and the
poor thieves. Talking of honour, honefty
was overlooked ;. and, cuftom giving a foft
name to different atrocities, few thought it a
duty to inveftigate difregarded principles ; or
to relinquifh their fhare of the plunder, to
fatisty a romantic fingularity of opinion,
which excited ridicule rather than imita-
tion,

3 The
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The military, a peft in every countryy
were here alfo all nohle, and leagued with a
hundred thoufand privileged perfons, of dif-
ferent defcriptions, to fupport their preroga-
tive of receiving a revenue, which was a dead
weight on agriculture § whilft they were not
obliged, in a dire® way, to advance any
thing towards defraying the public expen-
diture.

The gabelle, the corvée, the obligation to
fupply horfes to tranfport the troops from one
part of the kingdom to another, even when
moft ncceflary at the farm ; clogs on huf-
bandry, equally unjuft and vexatious; were
riveted only on the ankles of labour. A&ivity
then being continually damped by fuch vari-
ous reftriCtions, inftead of being braced by
encouragement, an invincible impediment was
thrown in the way of agricultural improve-
ments ; for each individual, infulated by op-
preflion, lived, ftrictly fpeaking, from hand
to mouth ; not caring to ftore up comforts, at
the cxpence of extraordinary toil, when the
enjoyment depcnded on fo many calualties.
Yet, ncver beginning to be fenfible of the
{eﬁ'e&, the people were not, probably, aware
of the caufe ; and only exclaimed againft new

impofitions,
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impofitions, becaufe they did not think fuffi-
ciently deep to detect the old.

Befide which, France maintained two
hundred thoufand priefts, united in the fame
fpirit of licentioufnefs ; who indulged them-
fclves in all the depraved pleafures of cloaked
immorality, at the fame time they embruted
the people by fan¢tifying the moft diabolical
prejudices ; to whofe empire every confidera-
tion of juftice and political improvement was
facrificed.

Added to evils of this magnitude, there
were the canker-worms that lurked behind
monaftic walls. For fixty thoufand perfons,
who by renouncing the world cut the thread
of nature, ferved as a prop to the priefthood
that enjoyed more than a fourth of the pro-
duce of all France ; independent of the eftates
it poflefled, which were immenfe. And this
body of men, the leeches of the kingdom,
the idols of the ignorant, and the palladium
of tyranny, contributed not a farthing to the
fupport of the hydra, whom they were anxi-
ous to protett, as a guard to themfelves.
Oftentatioufly boafting of their charity, whilft
revelling on the fpoil of fraud, by a facrilege
the moft nefarious, their whole lives were a

mockery
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mockery of the dofirines, which they tanglit,
and pretended to reverence. Befide thefe,
and other vexations, almoft innumerable, one
entangled in another; each petty monopoly
contributed to firengthen the mafly fabric of
defpotifm, which reared it’s head in defiance
of time and reafon. Much, indeed, depended
on the caprice of the individuals of the privi-
leged orders, whom the court could attuate
at will, giving them occafionally a fop to
filence any peevith growl.

There were alfo the furmers general, with
their army of fifty thoufand -colleCors, who,
by their manner -of levying and amafling the
revenue, gave an additionzl gripe to an ops
preflion, the moit wringing-that could be in-
vented, becaufe it’s very prirciples led to the
excrcife of the vileft peeuldtion ; and impu-
nity-was fecured by a coulition of robbers,
that multitude of ‘men in office, whofe fami«
lies and flattercrs all lived, and fattened on the
fpoil-of their continual war with juftice. And,
whilft the interélt of the people was con-
tinnally facrificed by the parliaments, the in«
feriour courts of law were ftill more venal,
becaule compofed of thofe litigious practi=
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tioners, who thicken like {pawn on putrid
bodies, wnen a ftate is become corrupt.

Such were the grievances !—Such the im-
pofitions, ® that, taken together, levied a tax
pn the kingdom,’ fays Rabaud, ¢which the
imagination is afraid to calculate.” This body
of men we may confider as conftituting
France, till the great bulk of the people, who
were flaves and dwarfs, burfting their fhackles
and rifing in flature, fuddenly appeared with
the dignity and pretentions of human beings :
Ycs; with the fame feelings; or perhaps
ftronger, becaufe more natural ; and claiming
cqual rights with thofe nobles, who, like the
giants of old, were only great by the cour-
tely of the imagination. Who is fo callous
to the intereft of humanity as to fay it was
not a noble regeneration? Who is fo benumbed
by feliifh fears, as not to feel a glow of
\varmth, at feeing the inhabitants of a vaft
empire exalted from the loweft ftate of beaftly
degradation to a fummit, where, contemplat-
ing the dawn . of freedom, they may breathe
the invigorating air of independence ; which
will give them a ncw conflitution of mind 2
Who is fo much under the influence of pre-
judice, as to infift, that frenchmen arc a

' G diftin&
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diftinét race, formed by nature, or by habit,
to be flaves ; and incapable of ever attaining
thofe noble fentiments, which chara&erize a
free people? When the dawn of them ap-
peared confpicuocufly at the elefions for the
ftates-general, which were the preparatory
ftruggles to make a change of opinion produce
an cflential alteration in government.

Six millions of men were now in motion to
choofe the deputies, and prepare their inftruc-
tions ; and in thefe affemblies the commons
commenced their political career ; difcuffing,
on new ground, fubjeéts that quickly became
the only interefting topics throughout the
kingdom.

In fome few places, the three orders meet-
ing together feemed to decide the important
queftion refpe@ting the equality of the repre-
fentatives ; but, in general, the firfk two
chambered themfelves to guard tenacioufly
their trembling prerogatives ; and the third,
with a cautious jealoufy, to demand the re-
drefs of grievances, which they could fcarcely
cxpelt the others to denominate by fo harfh
a name.

Great decorum reigned in the chamber of

the nobility, though fplit into various ranks;
the
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the lower of which had ill brooked, for a
long time, the overbearing infolence of thofe
princes and peers, who haughtily contefted
every ftep of honour. Still all agreed, to
refign their pecuniary privileges, and joined
in vague terms, with the public voice, to de-
mand a conftitution,

The fame divifions produced more vifible
effets amongft the clergy: for confiderable
tumults were the confequence of the firuggle
of the parifh-priefts, the commons of this
order, to have their due weight in the fcale ;
and their fuccefs feemed a fure prognoftic of
the turn things were going to take in the
nation. In fa&, every diocefs was become
the centre of a petty defpotifm, more galling
than the great, becaufe at each man’s elbow ;
and the parifh-priefts, who were not in the
high road to prefcrment, moft opprefled, led
the van in the new conteft for equality;
whilft difrefpe& for the mitre paved the way
to a contempt for the crown.

Indivifible as had hitherto been the clerical
body, the indecent pride of the dignitaries of
the church, at this junure, produced the
{chifm, which induced the majority of the
clergy to fide with the people ; whilft only 2
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fmall minority of the nobility deferted the
common caufe of the party. The parifh-
priefts, in fa&t, appeared, from the time of
their eleion, a corps in referve for the third-
eftate ; where they fought for the confequence
they were denied in their own chamber, find-
ing themfelves more nearly allied by intereft,
as well as inclination, to this order than to
the rich paftors, who, feparating the fheep
from the goats, bade them ftand aloof, as
poflefling lefs riches—the holinefs of that
body, as of all others, The cle@ing of fo
many of the inferiour clergy, in fpite of the
menaces and intrigues of their numerous
fuperiours, was a ftriking proof, that the power
of the church was in the wane; and that the
people were beginning to feel their own
firength.  The difturbances at this time
feemed the yumbling of the approaching tem-
pelt 5 and orators, formed in thefe provincial
aflemblies, to figure afterwards in national,

were encouraged by applaufe to perfevere.-
Having the fame mark in view, an uni-
formity of {fentiment breathed throughout the
inftructions of the third-cftate; principally
levelled at the privileges of the two other
orders : for on thefe abufes the moft popular
publications
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publications had hinged, rivetting couviétion
in the minds of the {uffering people. A cele-
hrated pamphlet, written by the abbé Sieyes,
went through fixty editions ; and the duke
of Orlcans, piqued at the royal family, took
ureat pains to fpread abroad opinions, which
were far from being congenial with his own ;
thus, with purblind ambition, labouring to
overturn 2 court, the ruins of which have re-
bounded on his own head.

But the temper of the nation, fore with
fuffering, and warmed by thefe difenflions,
fo ran a-head of their judgment, as to lead
the elettors, with hafty zeal, to inftruct their
reprefentatives, to demand the immediate fup-
preflion of a hoft of abufes, without guarding
againft the confequences.—Such, nnfortu-
nately, 1is always the conduét purfued by
exafperated paflions ; for, during the rage to
corret abufes, one is, too frequently, only
exchanged for another. So difficult is it to
imprefs the falutary leflons of experience on
irritated minds !—And fo apt are men, in the
moment of aétion, to fly from onc extreme
to the other, without confidering, that the
firongeft convition of reafon cannot quickly
change a habit of body ; much lefs the man-

G3 ners
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ners that have been gradually produced by
certain modes of thinking and adting,.

With one voice, however, the whole na-
tion called for a conftitution, to eftablith equal
rights, as the foundation of freedom ; and to
guard againft the depredations of favourites,
whether they attacked perfon or property.
So that the liberty of the prefs, and the abo-
lition of lettres de cachet, were, in general,
the articles that followed the pofitive injunc-
tion of confining the right of taxation to the
reprefentative body of the nation. ‘The infti-
tution of juries was recommended, and the
deputies were requefted to take into confidera-
tion, whether the number of capital punith-
ments could not be leflened, or totally abolifh~
ed ; remarks were made on the evil tendency
of lotteries, and on the vexatious impediments
thrown in the way of trade, by barriers and
monopolies.  In fhort, againft the tyranny
and injuftice of the court, the nobility, and
the clergy, all remonftrated ; unmafking one
{pecies of oppreflion, and dilating on another ;
yet, among thefe numerous animadverfions,
prayers and praifes alone were addreffed to
the king ; and nothing like a glance at re-

4 publicanifm
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publicanifin rendered their ﬁncerity doubta
ful,

To divert the gathering ftorm from break-
ing over their heads, the cabal determined to
reft all their hopes on the aid of the foreign
troops ; which they were colle&ing from dif-
ferent parts of the kingdom, not caring to
truft to the french foldiery, who were aflum-
ing the charaGer of citizens. Mean while,
with the ufual chicanery of courtiers, they
continued to amufe the deputies, till they
could crufh them at once; and effeCtually
blaft the hopes of the people. The human
heart is naturally good, though fo often the
dupe of pafion—TFor though it’s feelings be
fophifticated, or ftifled; though the head
contrives the blackeft machinations; cven in
the filence of folitude, who will whifper to
himfelf that he is a villain ? Will he not rather
try, like Milton’s devil, to find out a damned
plea of neceﬁity, to cover his guilt ?——paymg
homage, in fpite of himfelf, to the eternal
juftice he violates under the pretext of {elf-
prefervation. But, it is not alone the virtues of
man, thofe changing hues, of which the colour
is undecided, that proclaim his native dignity.
No; his vices have the fame flamp of the

G4 divinity :
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divinity : and it is neceffary to pervert the
underftanding, before the heart can be led
aftray. Men, likewife; indolently adopt the
habits of thinking of their day, without
weighing them. Thus thefe very courtlers,
who could coolly contemplate the maffacre,
which muft be the confequence of affembling
the foreign troops, becaufe it was a continu-
ance of the eftablithed courfe of things, have
fince ftarted, probably with real horrour,
from the contemplation of the butcheries,
which their very tenacity produced. Such is
the deceitfulnels of the human heart, and fo
ncceflary is it to render the head clear to make
the principles of action pure.

The deputies, however, who were moftly
collected from reinote parts of the country,
had become in their villages the hale fons of
independence. And, though thé-french ma-
nia, of adoring their monarch, extended tq
every part of the kingdom, it only gave
hilarity to the cheering glafs at the homely
tables of which they were mafters; or aéti-
vity to the dance, that was a real burft of
animal fpirits. Very different from the lafci-
vious provocations to vice, exhibited at the
opera, which, by deftroying the focial affec-

tions



( 89 )

tions that attach men to each other, ftifle all
public {pirit ; for what is patriotifm but the
expanfion of domeftic {ympathy, rendered
permanent by principle? Befides, the writings
that had awakened the fpirit of thefe men had
a little inebriated their brain. Such is, for
the moft part, the baneful effe& of eloquence,
that, perfuading inftead of convincing, the
glory of the enthufiafm it infpires is fullied
by that falfe magnanimity, which vanity and
ignorance continually miftake for real eleva-
tion of foul ; though, like the fcorching rays
of the fun after rain, it dries into fterility the
heart, whofc cmotions are too quickly ex-
haled.

The courtiers, defpifing their rufticity, and
ftill confidering thepeopleas ciphers, continued
to difcharge the ufual routine of office, by
adjufting the ceremonials of reception; all
which tended to infult the third-eftate, and
thow, that the deputies of the privileged
orders were to be fiill treated as if they were
a diftin& clafs of beings. The infolence of
fuch proceedings could not fail to provoke the
honeft indignation, and pique the vanity of
thofe, who had been difcuffing on a broad
fcale the rights of man ; whillt a little difcon-

2 certed
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certed by the ceremony that conftrained them,
they were obliged, every moment, to recol-
le@, that they were the equals of thefe cour-
tiers ; and blufhed even to own to themfelves,
that they could for an inftant have been awed
by fuch childifh pomp. Nor were they more
aftonifhed at the pageantry of Verfailles, than
difgufted with the haughtinefs of a court,
whofe magnificence was a proof how much
they had impoverifhed the people, who now
demanded emancipation. Full, therefore, of
the new notions of independence, which
made them fpurn at every idea of a diftinc-
tion of men, they took advantage of the
majority accorded them by the council, and
began to rally their forces. Perceiving alfo,
as they aced decidedly, that they poflefled
the confidence of the people, who, forgetting
vive le ror, exclaimed only vive le tiers-etat !
they every day became more firm,

The courtiers immediately fixed on a houfe
of rendezvous, where they were regularly to
concert the beft meafures to crufh the rifing
power of the commons ; and thefe, not with-
out a portion of the miftruft, which charac~
terizes the nation, aflembled in different
places, till 2 mutual intereft united them in

that
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that chofen by the deputies from Brittany,
The difrefpe@, likewife, which the orders
relative to their drefs announced, prepared
them for the contempt they were deftined to
receive, when feparated like the indian cafts,
amongf{t whom a man fears to be polluted by
the touch of an inferiour: for true to the in-
veterate prejudice in favour of precedents ¥,
the nobility were gaudily caparifoned for the
fhow, whilft the commons were ftupidly com-
manded to wear the black mantle, that dif-
tinguifhes the lawyers. But, the tide of
opinion once turned, every thing contributes
to accelerate it’s courfc.

Before the meeting of the ftates-general,
the queftion that was firft to agitate the vari-
ous intercfts, whether they were to vote by
ordets or poll, had been {fo thoroughly dii-
cufled, that it made, in many of the inftruc-
tions, one of the foremoft articles. For it
was evident to the nation, were the different
orders allowed to affemble in their feparate
chambers, each.invefted with the old privilege
of putting a negative on the decifions of the

other

¢ ¢ The code of étiquette’, fays Mirabeau, ¢ has been
¢ hitherto the facred fire of the court and privileged orders.”
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sther two, that they fhould be gulled with
promifes of reform, whilft the coffers of the
court were replenifhed with a fhow of le-
gality, It was, in fact, prudent in the court
party to maintain this ground, becaufe it ap-
peared to be the only way to render abortive
all the plans of reformation that ftruck at
their authority, ‘This then was the prefatory
bufinefs, by which they were to meafure their
firength ; and, would to God! the vigour
manifefted on this occafion had always been
difplayed by the reprefentatives of thofe mif-
led people.

We have feen the plots of this weak, head-
firong cabinet every where defeated, and
traced their bloody footfteps; but we fhall
find them ftill true to their {cent, having re-
courfe again to violence, when fraud was of
1o avail.

To furnifh a pretext to introduce adroitly
a confiderable military force, at the time of
the aflembling of the ftates-general, two or
three riots had been excited at Paris, in which
many of the thoughtlefs populace were killed,
One in particular, though ftill involved in the
thades of myftery, occafioncd great confufion

and
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and confiderable flaughter, juft at the eve of
their meeting,

A refpe@able manufadturer in the fuburbs
of Paris, with the faireft charaCter, employed
a number of poor, whom he paid liberally ;
yet againft this man fome idle ftories were
induftrioufly circulated, well contrived to
miflead and exafperate the people, becanfe
they touched their vanity, and their moft
prefling want, the want of bread. The
fearcity, real or fadtitious, of this article, has
always been taken advantage of by thofe who
withed to excite tumults in Paris; and at this
jun&ure the duped parifians rofe, at the in-
fiigation of the court agents, to deftroy them-
felves. The riot was permitted to get a-head
before any ferious attempts to quell it were
taken, which rendered the interference of z
little army, the point aimed at, neceflary;
and eftablifhed an opinion, that the turbulent
mob required to be awed by the prefence
of troops, whillt the ftates-general delibe-
rated.

During this effervefcence, or, at leaft, when
it was fubfiding, the ftates-general was open-
ed, the sth of may, 1789, by a {peech from
the throne, to which courtiers, in the ufual

phrafcology
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phrafeology, would naturally tack the epi-
thet—gracious, The king commenced witha
heartlefs declaration of his fatisfaction at feeing
himfelf furrounded by the reprefentatives of
the people ; and then enumerating the heavy
debts of the nation, a great part of which had
been accumulated during his reign, he added
one of thofe idle falfehoods, which fwelled
his declamation without ihrowing duft into
any one’s eyes, zhat it was in an bonourable
caufe ; when it was notorious, that the caufe
ought to have been reckoned moft difhonour-
able, if power had not hitherto been the true
philofopher’s ftone, that tranfmuted the bafeft
actions into fterling honour. He afterwards
alluded to the fpirit of innovation, that had
taken poffeflion of the minds of. the people,
and the general difcontent that agitated the
nation : but, in the true cant of courts, dic-
tating whilft complimenting, he affured them,
that he depended on their wifdom and mode-
ration ; concluding with the words of courfe,
the bumble fervant of kings, a declaration of his
attachment to the public welfare.

The difregarded fpeech of the keeper of
the feals was, like the reply ufually made to
the king’s, in the houfe of commons in Eng-

land,
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land, merely an ccho of his majefty’s, recom-
mending moderation in the meafures adopted
to rcform the abufes of government, with
the neceflary quantum of panegyric on the
goodnefs of the king.

Attention and applaufe, however, awaited
Necker, though followed by wearinefs and
difgult. He fpoke for three hours, intro-
ducing, with his cuftomary pomp of words,
a number of trivial obfervations ; trying thus
to efcape, in a mift of rhetorical flourithes,
from the fubje@ he fearcd to bring forward,
becaufe he was equally apprehenfive of
offending the court, and defirous of maintain-
ing his reputation with the pcople. Not a
word was uttered relative to the fole right
of the ftates-general to levy taxes, the firft
demand of the nation. And men who for
fome time had been talking of nothing but
liberty and reform, were aftonithed, and
diffatisfied, that he avoided all mention of a
new conftitution. Leaning to the {ide of the
privileged orders, he afferted, that the mode
of deliberating and voting in feparate affem-
blies was the pillar of the nation—yet, cauti-
oufly adding a falvo, to have a pretext to ufe
another language tfhould it be ncceffary, he

remarked,
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remarked, that fometimes it was better to poll,
This ill-timed management naturally dif-
pleafed both parties, as is always the cafe,
when men of weak, compound chara&ers,
who have not the courage to a¢t right, want
effrontery to brave the cenfure, that would
follow an open avawal of their undecided
opinions; or rather, their determination to
keep well with the firongeft. Dwelling on
the arrangement of the finances, he aflured
them, that a public bankruptcy might calhly
be avoided ; and that even the deficir, which
had been exaggerated by France, and Europe,
was only ffty-fix millions; and would ap-
pear of lefs confequence, when they recol-
le@ed, that, fince As adminiftration, the
revenue was augmented twenty-five millions.
It is true, that, on entering into dctails, the
greater part of this fum was found to be flill
in perfpective; and at the fame time was to
be raifed by taxes, which all good citizens
hoped would foon difappeat. In fhort, the
french, after applauding with rapture this
brilliant bird’s-cye view, obferved, with the
thrug of fang froid, © that thefe hypothetical
¢ refources were merely faith and hope, on
¢ condition that they fhould be charitable,’

With
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With refpeétto the abolithing of privileges, that
warred with humanity, he made ufe of fome
of the fame fpecies of jefuitical arguments,
which are employed by the oppofers of the
abolition of the infanous traffic for flaves;
that, as thefe privileges were a kind of pro-
perty, it was neccflary to find out a compen-
fation, an indemnity, before they could be
done away—uwith juftice.

Thus has the {pirit of juftice—it is difficult
to kecp down indignation when attacking
fuch {fophifms—been always outraged by the
mock refpe&t of felfifhnefs; for, without par-
rying off tergiverfation, it is fufficient to
prove, that gertain laws are not juft, becaufe
1o government had a right to make them;
and, though they may have received what is
termed a legal fan@ion during the times of
ignorance, * the duty lics in the breach and
not in the obfervance.” Befides, thefe pitiful
arguments arc an infult to the common fenfe,
and to the diftrefs of a people.—Where, in-
deed, could the french, or englifth, find 2
fund to indemnify the privileged orders or
the planters ? The abufes then, muft continue
to the end of time—out of fheer refpect to the
facrednefs of public faith !

H Thus
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Thus fpoke the king and Necker ; but
thefe addrefles, inftead of conciliating, only
rendered both parties more obftinate ; fo that
the {mothering difpute refpefting the manner
of voting broke out immediately, when they
met to conflitute themfelves a legal affembly,
For the next day, even the deputies of the
third-eftate repaired to the common hall, and
agreed, that the three orders fhould proceed
to verify their powers together ; clearly per-
ceiving, that, were the orders once allowed
to do bufinefs feparately, an union would be
impracticable, and all their efforts to obtain
a conftitution null, thould they attempt to
make equality of rights the bafis. The nobi-
lity and clergy not joining the commons, they
refolved to renew their meeting the following
morning ; only as an aggregate of individuals,
who had no power to aé, not having yet a
political charaGer. This very conteft feemed
to call upon them to fupport their claim to
equality, becaufe it emphatically warned them,
that all their operations would be rendered
perfeély nugatory, fhould they permit the
orders to be a check on each other. The
moft fenfible men of the commons being of
opinion, that all expeftations of a permanent

reform
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reform were chimerical, unlefs the whole
reprefentation was formed into an indivifible
aflembly, encouraged the more undecided
to perfevere ; though the nobles fignified to
them, the 13th, that they had afcertained the
legality of their eleGtion.

The clergy, however, divided in their in-
tereft, proceeded with more caution; and the
moft difcerning of them, perceiving that their
order was becoming obnoxious to the people,
who now deified the third eftate, propofed a
committee of conciliation, with a view, as
they pretended, to promote a good under-
fanding between all parties. The king alfo,
in his turn, when the nobles rejected the
mediation of the clergy, offered a plan of
accommodation ; a mighty nothing, that the
court brought forth.—But this tub, thrown
out to the whale, did not divert the attention
of either party from the main object; though
the nobles, many of whom were in the fecret
of the approach of the army, fhould things
be carried to extremes, pretended to acqui-
cfce; yet guarding carefully at thefame time all
their ancient pretentions : and this infincerity
drew on them the univerfal odium they
merited, mixed with the contempt which in-

Ha cffeftual
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effeGual firuggles always produce. Concilia.
tory meafures, in fac, were only a folemn
farce at this time ; though the clergy, rather
infidioufly, to ingratiate themfelves with the
people, lamenting the high price of bread,
requefted, that deputies from the three orders
fhould meet to deliberate how this grievance
might be leflened. The deputies of the com-
mons, with becoming dignity, tempered with
prudence, adhered to their point ; and dexter-
oufly parrying off the artful ftroke levelled at
their popularity, they reprefented to the
clergy, that this was another powerful motive,
to make them entreat all parties to rally round
the fame point, to remedy evils, which excited
equal fympathy in their bofoms.

The inac&tivity occafioned by thefe difputes
could not fail to inflame the public mind,
efpecially as freth publications were daily
affording it fuel. For the liberty of the prefs
was now tacitly eftablifhed, and the freeft
fentiments uttered, with the heat of fuperficial
knowledge, in defiance of court manifeftoes.
Still, as a proof that the court merely endured,
for a {cafon, what they could not prevent,
the journal of the proceedings of the ftates-
general was ftopped, by an exprefs order;

to
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10 evade which it was continued in the form
of letters from Mirabeau to his conftitu-
ents,

'This prohibition was probably dictated by
a defire of keeping the provinces quiet in the
fupor of ignorance, in which they had fo
Jong dozed ; butit was injudicious to awaken
attention by rigorous fteps, that, quickly
abandoned, had the very contrary effe&,
exciting, inftead of intimidating, the {pirit of
oppofition.  In reality, the eyes of all France
were at prefent dire¢ted towards the commons.
The hopes of the nation refted on their magna-
nimity ; and the future happinefs of millions
depended upon their perfeverance. It was in
this flate of things, that they afforded a con-
vincing proof to the whole world, and to
pofterity, that vigour and precifion alone are
requifite in the reprefentatives of a people, to
give dignity to their proccedings, and to
fecare them againft the machinations of all
the combined powers of defpotifm.

Almoft five weeks having elapfed, and the
patience of the nation being quite exhaufted by
the delay, the commons refolved to prefent
an addrefs to the king, written by Mirabeau,
explanatory of their motives, and then to pro-

Hj ceed
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ceed to bufinefs. But, previoufly, they fent
a deputation to the other orders, for the laft
time, to invite them once more to repair to
the common-hall, that their powers might be
verified together ; adding, that in default of
their appearance, they fhould conftitute them«
fclves, and a& accordingly. This determina-
tion was a deadly blow to the power of the
two other chambers, and firuck direétly at
the root of all diftinétion,

"The nobles, whofe inveterate pride and
ignorance had preyented them from joining
the third-cflate at the firft aflfembling of the
deputics, now faw with difmay, that their
power and influcnce, like the mufty rolls of
their pedigree, were mouldering into com-
mon duft. The clergy, however, more
adroit, or rather a few of the parochial
priefts, by degrees, attended the fummons, and
repaired to the hall. There can be little doubt,
but that the commons, at the firft mecting,
and for a long time after, would gladly have
coalefced with the, nobles ; by which means
the latter would have retained many of their
privileges, and preferved a weight in the na-
tion, neceffary to hinder that preponderance,

on the fide of the people, which it was eafly
to
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to forefec would be produdlive of many ex-
cclles.  This conclufion continual experience
warranted ; becaule it generally happens, that
men, who are not directed by praQlical know-
ledge, in whatever bufinefs they engage, run
precipitately from one extreme to the other.
And certainly, from the ftate of fervility in
which the french nation was {unk, retaliation
was to be expefted; or, at leaft, dreaded,
from unbridled liberty. Like boys difmiffed
from [chool, they might wifh to afcertain
their freedom by as of mifchief; and by
fhowing a total difregard of the arbitrary com-
mands, that kept down their fpirits wichout
excrcifing their underftandings, However,
the ftupid arrogance of the nobles fiript them,
before the timereafon would have determined,
of thofe idle diftinctions of opinion, the fym-
bols of barbari{m, which were not completely
worn out of cfteem.

The minifter, {till afraid to act independent
of the court, blamed this fpirited condu@ of
the commons, as an a&t of temerity, which
the king ought not to fan&ion. Yet they,
firm and refolute, though fearing that the
court, like a dying favage, mortally wounded
by his enemy, might, during the agonies of

Hyg death,
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death, aim a defperate ftroke at them, took
the moft prudent precautions, to avoid exaf.
perating the falling foe. But thefe mild refo.
lutions having been miflzken by the infatuated
nobles, who confounded the true fortitude of
moderation with cowardice, the die was caft,
and the deputies declared themfelves a na-
TIONAL ASSEMBLY.

Enthufiafin fircd every heart, and extended
itfelf like thought from one end of the king-
dom to the other, The very novelty of this
meafure was fuflicient to animate a people
lefs volatile than the french; and, perhaps,
it is impoflible to form a juft conception of
the tranfports which this decifion excited in
every corncr of the empire. ILurope alfo
heard with aftonifhment what refounding
through France excited the moft lively emo-
tions ; and pofterity muft read with wonder
the recital of the follies and atrocities com-
mitted by the court and nobles at that im-
portant crifis.

The Social Contra& of Rouflean, and his
admirable work on the origin of the inequali-
ties amongft mankind, had been in the hands
of all France, and admired by many, who
could not enter into the depth of the reafon-

ing.
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ing, In fhort, they were Jearned by heart,
by thofe whofe heads could not comprehend
x}'ac chain of argument, though they were
{ufficientdy clear to feize the prominent ideas,
and aét up to their convition,  Perhaps, the
great advantage of cloquence is, that, impref-
(’ing the refults of thinking on minds alive
only to cmotion, it gives wings to the flow
foot of reafon, and fire to the cold labours of
invefligation: Yet it is obfervable, that, in
proportion as the underflanding is cultivated,
the mind grows attached to the exercife of
inveftigation, and the combination of ab-
ftract ideas. 'The nobles of Trance had alfo
read thefe writings {for amufement ; but they
left not on their minds traces of conviflion
fulliciently firong to overcome thofe preju-
dices felf-intereft rendered fo dear, that they
eafily perfuaded themfelves of their reafon-
ablenefs. The nobility and clergy, with al]
their dependents under the influence of the
fame fentiments, formed a confiderable pro-
portion of the nation, on the reft of which they
looked down with contempt, confidering
them as mercly the grafs of the land, necef«
fary to clothe nature; yet only fit to be
wodden under foot., But thefe defpifed

3 people
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people were beginning to feel their real con-
fequence, and repeated with emphafis the
happy comparifon of the'abbé Seiyes, ¢ that
¢ the nobility are like vegetable tumours,
¢ which cannot exift without the fap of the
¢ plants they exhauft.” Neverthelefs, in
treating with the nobles, the angles of pride,
which time alone could have fmoothed filently
away, were, perhaps, tco rudely knocked off,
for the folly of diftintions was rapidly wear-
ing itfelf out, and would probably have
melted gradually before the rational opinions,
that were continually gaining ground, fru@i-
fying the foil as they diffolved ; inftead of
which it was drifted by a hurricane, to fpread
deftru@ion around as it fell.

Many of the officers, who had ferved in
America during the late war, had beheld the
nhahitants of a whole empire living in a ftate

of perfe& equality ; and returned, charmed
with thcir funplicity and integrity, the con-
comitants of a juft government, ereed on
the folid foundation of equal liberty, to fcan
the retitude, or policy of a different fyftem.
Convinced of their inutility as nobles, thefe,
when fired with the love of freedom, feconded

the views of the commons with heart and
VOiceo
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voice. But the fycophants of the court, and
the greater part of the nobility, who were
grofsly ignorant of every thing that was not
comprifed in the art of living in a continual
round of pleafure, infenfible of the precipice
on which they were ftanding, would not, at
firft, recede a fingle ftep to fave themfelves ;
and this obftinacy was the chief caufe that
led to the entire new organization of the con-
ftitution, framed by the national affembly.
The french in reality were arrived, through
the vices of their government, at that degree
of falfe refinement, which makes cvery man,
in his own eyes, the centre of the world;
and when this grofs felfithnefs, this complete
depravity, prevails in a nation, an abfolute
change muft take place; becaule the mem-
bers of it have loft the cement of humanity,
which kept them together. All other vices
are, properly {peaking, fuperfluous ftrength,
powers running to wafte; but this morbid
fpot thows, that there is death in the heast.
‘Whatever, indeed, may be the wifdom or
folly of a mixed government of king, lords,
and commons, is of no confequence in the
prefent hiftory ; becaufe it appears fufhciently
obvious, that the ariftocracy of France de-
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ftroyed itfelf, through the ignorant arrogance
of it’s members; who, bewildered in a thick
fog of prejudices, could difcern ncither the
true dignity of man, nor the {pirit of the
times.

It alfo deferves to be noted, that the re-
generation of the french government, at this
crifis, depended on the fortitude of the
national affembly at the outfet of the conteft ;
for, if the court party had prevailed, the
commons would have refted in their ufual
ftate of infignificancy, and their whole pro-
ccedings proved only a folemn farce. They
would have wrapped themfelves up in their
black mantles, like the herd of undertaker’s
men at a funeral, merely to follow with
fervile fteps the idle cavalcade to it’s refting
place; and the pcople would only have feen
their ancient tyranny revive, tricked out in
new habiliments,

CHAP,
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CHAPTER 1L

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROCEED TO BUSINESS. OP-
POSITION OF THE NOBLES, EBISHOPS, AND COURT.
A SEANCE ROYALE PROCLAIMED, AND THE HALL OF
THE ASSEMBLY SURROUNDED BY SOLDILRS. THE
MEMBERS ADJOURN TO THE TENNIS COURT, AND
VOW NEVER TO SEPARATE TILL A CONS1ITUTION
SHOULD RBE COMPLETED. THE MAJORITY OF THE
CLERGY AND TWO OF THE NOELES JOIN THE CO\-
MONS. SCANCE ROYALE., THE KING’S SPEECH. S§PI~-
RITED BEHAVIOUR OF THE ASSEMBLY., SPLECH OF
MIRABEAU. PELRSONS O THE DEPUTIES DECLARLD
INVIOLABLE. MINORITY OF THE NOBLES JOIN THE
COMMONS. AT THE REQULST OF THE KING, THE Mi-
NORITY OF THE CLERGY DO THE SAME,~~AND ARE AT
LENGTH FOLLOWED BY THEMAJORITY OF THE NOBLES.
CHARACTER OI' THL QUEEN OF FRANCL,—OF THE
KINC,~~ANDOFTHUHLNOBLES. LECTURESONLIBERTY A')
THB PALAIS ROVAL. PARISSURROUNDED BY TROOPS.
SPIRIT QP LIBERTY INTUSED INTO THE SOLDIERS.
LLEVEN OF THE TRENCH CUARDS IMPRISONLD EE-
CAUSE THEY WOULD NOT FIRE ON THE POPULACE,
AND LIBERATED BY THE PEOPLL. RICMONSTRANCD
OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. THE KING PROPOSILS
TO REMOYE THE ASSCMBLY TO NOYON, OR SOISSONS.
NECKER DISMISSED. CITY MILITIA PROPOSED. THE
POPULACE ATTACKED IN THE GARDEN OF THL
THUILLERIES BY THE PRINCE OF LAMBESC. NOC-~
TURNAL ORGIES AT VERSAILLES,

THE third-eftate, having conftituted them-
felves a national affembly, now procecded to
bufinefs, with calm prudence, taking into
confideration the urgent neceflities of the ftate.

Clefely
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Clofely alfo attending to their inftru&ions,
they firft pronounced, that all taxes not enacted
by the confent of the reprefentatives of the
people were illegal ; and afterwards gave a
temporary {fanction to the prefent levies, to
avoid diffolving one government before they
had framed another. They then turned their
attention to the obje& next in importance,
and declared, that, as foon as, in concert with
his majefty, they fhould be able to fix the
principles of mnational regeneration, they
would employ themfelves to examine and
liquidate the national debt; mean time'the
creditors of the ftate were declared to be un-
der the fafe-guard of the honour of the {rench
nation. Thefe decrces concluded with a
refolve, that the affembly, now become aétive,
thould dedicate it’s firft moments to inquire
into the caufe of the fearcity that afliGted the
kingdom; and to fearch for a remedy the
moft prompt and cffeGual.

The nobles, bithops, and, in fa&, the
whole court, now ferioufly began to rally all
their forces; convinced that it was become
neccflary, to oppofe their united firength
againft the commons, to prevent their carry-
ing every thing before them,

4 The
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The chamber of the clergy had becn en-
gaged for feveral days, in difcuffing the quef-
tion, where they fhould verify their powers.
A number of them, during this difcuffion,
appear to have advanced, feeling their way;
for when they now came to divide, the ma-
jority decided to join the national affembly.

Alarmed by the profpe& of this jun&ion,
one of thc members of the chamber, which
almoft arrogated to itfelf the prerogative of
legiflation, that of the nobles, propofed
an addrefs to the king, befeeching him to
diffolve the ftates-general; whilft the caufe
of the people was therc vigoroufly {upported
by a minority, feeble as to numbers, but
powerful in argument, animated by the
popularity, which their bold declaration could
not fail to produce during the reign of en-
thufiafm.

This was a moment pregnant with great
events. 'The court ftill trufted to fubterfuge,
and, holding the reprefentatives of the peo-
ple in fuperlative contempt, affe@ed in fome
degree to yield to the prayer of the nation;
though fignifying, that the king was the only
fountain of juftice, and that he would grant
every thing which his faithful fubje@s could
reafonably demand. A trick as palpable as

the
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the dcfign was flagrant; for at the inftant
they were pretending to fee fome reafon in
their requifitions, they were guarding againft
their obtaining the only thing that could fecure
their rights, an equal reprefentation ; holding
for this purpofe mifchievous councils, com-
pafed of charaters moft obnoxious in the eycs
of the people. In thefe meetings it was refolv-
ed, to amufe the commons, until the army
could be affembled ; and then, in cafe of ob-
flinacy, they would-draw on themfelves the
confequence.  Accordingly the 20th of june,
the day on which the majority of the clergy
was to join the commons, the hcrald pro-
claimed a _ffance royale ; and a detachment of
guards furrounded the hall of the national
aflfembly, to take care (fuch was the fhallow
pretext) that it fhould be properly prepared
for the reception of the king. The deputies
came to the door at the ufual hour ; but only
the prefident (Baillic) and the fecretaries were
permitted to enter to take away their papers ;
and they faw, that the benches were already
removed, and that all the entrances were

guarded by a great number of f{oldiers.
Courage is feldom relaxed by perfecution ;
and the firm and {pirited proceedings of thé
affembly on this day, gave the decided blow
to
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to the firatagems of the court. During the
firt tumult of furprife, it is true, fome of
the deputics talked of geing immediately to
Marly, to invite the king to come among
them, and in a truly paternal manner to unite
his power with their’s to promecte the public
good ; and thus by an cnergetic appeal to his
heart and underftanding, to convince him
that they fpoke the language of truth and
reafon. Bwn others, more experienced in
minifterial wiles, calmly advifed to adjourn
the fittings to the neighbouring tennis-court.
Tor they knew, that the hearts of courticrs
arc fortified with icy prejudices; and that,
though a moment of fympathy, a flow of
life-blood, may thaw them at the inflant, it
is only to render them more hard, when the
glow of genial heat is pafled.

Affembled at the tennis-court, thcy cn-
couraged cach other ; and one mind aftuat-
ing the whole body, in the prefence of an
applauding crowd, they joined hands {olemn-
ly, and took Godto witnefs, that they would
not feparate, till a conftitution theuld be
completed. The benedi@ions that dropped
from every tongue, and fparkled in tears of
Joy from every eye, giving freth vigour to

I the
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the heroifm which excited them, produced
an overflow of fenfibility that kindled into a
blaze of patriotifm every focial feeling, The
dungeons of defpotifin and the bayonets
ftharpened for maflacre, were then equally
difregarded even by the moft fearful ; till, in
one of thofe inftants of difinterefted forgetful-
nefs of private purfuits, all devoted themfelves
to the promotion of public happinefs, promif-
ing to refift, to the laft extremity, all the
efforts of fuch an inveterate tyranny. The
abfent deputics were fent for ; and one, who
happened to be fick, had himfelf carried to
unite his feeble voice with the general cry.
The very foldiers alfo, difobeying their
officers, came to be willing centinels at the
entrance of the fantuary of liberty, cagerly
imbibing the fentiments, which they after-
wards {pread through their garrifons.

This indignity offered to the third-eftate
could not fail to excite new {enfations of
difguft at Paris ; and give a frefh {pring to
the animation of the people at large, Yet,
this {pirited behaviour of the commons excited
only fupercilious contempt at court. For the
gay circles there were {o far funk in faftidious

delicacy, and fqueamifh refpe@ for polithed
manners,
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manners, that they could not even difcover
magnanimity in the conduc of a peafant, or
a fhopkeeper ; much lefs grandeur in an af-
fembly regardlefs of ceremonials. And not
to be deficient themfelves in thefe refpects,
the féance royale was put off another day, in
order that the galleries, which had been
creted for the accommodation of {pecta-
tors by the national affembly, might be re-
moved.

This was another injudicious ftep on the
part of the cabinet ; becaufe it afforded time
for the clergy to unite with the commons,
who were in fearch of a place fufficiently ca-
pacious to contain fuch a body. At length,
colle&ed in a church, the clergy, with feve-
ral bifhops at their head, and two nobles of
Dauphiné, joined them ; and the place, feem-
ing to refle&t a fan&tity on their union, tend-
ed to confolidate, under a nobler concave, the
refolution taken in the tennis-court.

The following day, the féance royale really
took place, with all the exteriour {plendour
ufually exhibited at thefe fhows; which hi-
therto could fcarcely be termed empty, be-
caufe they produced the defired effe@t. But
the public, having their attention turned to

I2 other
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other things, now viewed with contempt,
what had formerly infpired almoft idolatrow
refpect. The deputies of the third eftate were
again ordered to enter by a [eparate door, and
cvenllaft a confiderable time ftanding expofed
to a heavy thower. The people, who were
totdlly dxcluded, formed themfelves into
groups, making indignant comments on the
repeated affronts offered to their reprefenta
tives, whofe minds likewife reeoiled at the
idle attempt to imprefs themn with an opinion
of their infignificancy ; when the very pains
taken to do it proclaimed their growing im-
portance in the ftite.

The obje& of the king’s fpcech, on this
occafion, was to annul the whole proceedings
of the national affembly, and to hold out ces-
tain bencfits, as lures to fubmiflion, which
the king meant to grant to the people; as if,
obferves Mirabeau, the rights of the people,
¢ were the favours of the king,” A declara-
tion: of his fovereign will and pleafure was
thén read, in which, making an infidious at-
tempt to withdraw from the affembly the
confidence of the public, he declared, that,
if they abandoned him, he would provide for
the happinefs of his people, without their af-

3 fiftance,
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fitance, knowing the purport of the inflruc-
wous given tothe deputies.  The firfl article
of the king's benevolent rnfentisns, was to
grant to the flates-general the power of fur-
vifhing fupplics ; carefully {pecifying, how-
ever, that it was to confift of the three orders,
who were to vote according to the ancient
wode. Some other falutary plans cf reform
were alfo brought forward ; but always with
artful modifications, that would enable the
old abufes to keep a fure footing. Tor cx-
sinple, the taxes were to be levied equally ;
yet a cautious refpect for property {anctioned
almofl every other feudal privilege; and the
ghlolute abolition of lettres de cacher, though
his majefty withed to fecure perfonal freedom,
was hinted at as incompatible with public
{afcty, and the prefervation of the honour of
vrivate families. The liberty of the prefs was
allowed to be neceflary; but the ftates genc-
ral were requefted to point out a mode of
rendering it compatible with the refpect due

¢ Under the reign of Louis XV two hundred and thirty
thoufand /Jerzres de cacher hud been iffued 3 and afier this, who
will affert, that this was not an invetcrate evil, waich ought
to be eradicated; for it is an infnlt to heman 1eafon, to talic

of the modification of fuch abufes, as{eem to be cxperiments
to try how far human patience can be ftretched.
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to religion, to morality, and to the honour of
the citizens, Thetenour of all the reft of the
articles was the fame; commencing with a
plan of reform, and concluding with the i
and buts, that were to render it void.—Then,
winding round to the grand obje& of the
meeting, the king terminated his difcourfe,
with faying, forgetful that this was not the
period to imagine himfelf reigning at Con-
flantinople, ¢ I command you to {eparate im-
¢ mediately, and to attend, each of you, to-
¢ morrow, at the chamber appropriated for
¢ your order, there to refume your {ittings;
¢ and I have commanded, in confequence, the
¢ grand mafter of the ceremonies to order the
¢ halls to be prepared.’

The majority of the nobles, and the mino-
rity of the clergy, obeyed this peremptory
order, and obfequioufly followed the king,
like the trained horfes of his court. The
members of the national affembly, however,
remained fitting, preferving a filence, more
menacing and terrible, than the I will, or I
command, of the cabinet; when the grand maf-
ter of the ceremonies entered, and addrefling’
himfelf to the prefident, reminded him, in
the king’s name, of the order given to fepa-

rate
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rate immediately. The prefident anfwered,
¢ that the affembly was not conftituted to re-
¢ ceive orders from any perfon; but Mira-
beau, who thought this reply too tame, ftart-
cd up, and addrefling the meffenger, faid:
¢ yes; we have heard the intentions which
the king has been induced to utter; and you
cannot be his organ in this affembly.—You,
who have neither feat, nor right to fpeak,
¢ ought not to remind us of his_ difcourfe.
However, to avoid all equivocation or de-
lay, I declare to you, that if you are charg-
ed to make us go from hence, you fhould
demand orders to employ force; for only
the bayonet can oblige us torquit our places.’
It is difficult to conceive the ardour infpired
by this prompt eloquence.  It’s fire flew from
breaft to breaft, whilft a whifper ran round,
that what Mirabeau had juft uttered, gave a
finithing ftroke to the revolution.

A warm debate enfued ; and the affembly
declaring their adherence to their former de-
crees, the abbé Siéyes faid, in his dry, cogent
manner : ¢ gentlemen, you are to day what
¢ you were yefterday.” A motion was then
made, by Mirabeau, who fuggefted, as a pru-
dent precaution againft the meafures of a def-
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perate cabal, that the perfon of cach depu-
ty fhould be pronounced inviolable; and,
after a {light difcuflion, it was carried unani-
moully.

From this moment we may confider the na-
tion and court at opcn war. The court had
at their command the whole military force of
the empire, amounting, at leaft, to 200,000
men.  The people, on the contrary, had only
their bare arms, invigorated, it is true, by the
new-born love of freedom, to oppofe to the
various weapons of tyranny. DBut the army,
partiking of the common mifery, were not
deaf to the complaints or arguments of their
feliow citizens: and they were particularly
led to confider them with complacency, be-
caufe a juft apprehenfion, or prudent fore-
fight, had induced many of the popular affem-
blies, to infert a claufe in their inftru&ions,
recommending, that the pay of the foldiers
thould be augmented. Thus recognized as
fellow citizens, this clafs of men, whom it
had been the policy of the defpots of Europe
to kegp at a diftance from the other inha-
bitants, making them a diftin¢t clafs, to op-
prefs and corrupt the reft, began to feel an
intereft in the common caufe. But the court,

who
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who cither could not, or would not, combine
thefe important facts, rafhly precipitated
themfelves into the very quickfand, intp
which they were vainly endeavouring to drive
the commons,

As Necker had not attended in his place, at
the fdance reyale, it gave colour to the rumour,
which had for fome time prevailed, that he
purpofed to retire from the miniftry: fo that,
when the king returned, he was followed by
an immenfe crowd, who could not conceal
their difcontent.  Under the influence alfo of
the {fame fear, a numbcr of the deputies
haftened to Necker, to entreat him not to re-
fign. And the confternation increafing, the
queen, who has ever been the firft to defert
her own pians, when therc appeared a fhadow
of perfonal dapger, fent for him; and, the
better to cover the projeét of the cabinet, pre-
vailed on him not to quit his poft. The oh-
je& of the cabinet he either had not the pene-
tration to difcover; or he had not f{uflicient
magnanimity to refign a place, that gratified
equally his pride and his avarice. This mea-
fure tended to tranquillize the minds of the
people, though it was undermining their
caufc: for trufting to the integrity of this mi-

niiter,



( 122 )

nifter, who promifed, ¢ to live or di¢ with
¢ them, they did not perceive, that he want-
ed the energy of foul neceffary to enable him
to a& np to the principles he profefled. How-
ever, the caufe of liberty, as circumitances
have proved, did not depend on the talents of
onc or two men.—It was the fiat of the na-
tion ; and the machinations of the tyrants of
Europe have not yet been able to overturn it ;
though falfe patriots have led them, in their
ardour for reform, to the commiffion of ac-
tions the moft cruel and unjuft. Every thing
was effe¢ted by natural caufes; and we fhall
find, if we take a curfory view of the progrefs
of knowledge, that it’s advance towards fim-
ple principles is invariably in a ratio, which
muft {peedily change the tangled {yftem of
curopean politics.

The féance royale produced {o little effe&,
that the affembly, as if their fittings had never
been interrupted, mct the next day at the old
hall; and the day after, the minority of the
nobles. which confifted of forty-feven mem-
bers, came to incorporate themfelves with the
commons. All of thefe, and particularly the
duke of-Orleans, who led them, acquired by

this popular condué, the love and confidence
of
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of the nation, How far they merited it, de-
ceiving the public, or themfelves, their future
conduét will beft explain.

The interefting events, in {a&, which al-
moft daily occurred, at the commencement of
the revolution, fired the fancies of men of dif-
ferent defcriptions; till, forgetting every felfifh
confideration, the rich and poor faw through
the fame focus. But, when the former had
time to cool, and felt more forcibly than the
latter the inconveniences of anarchy, they re-
turned with frefh vigour to their old ground ;
embracing, with redoubled ardour, the pre-
judices which paflion, not convition, had
chafed from the field, during the heat of ac-
tion. This was a ftrong reinforcement for the
ftaunch ariftocrats; becaufe thefe were moftly
good, but fhort-fighted people, who really
withed, that juftice might be eftablithed, as
the foundation of the new government, though
they flinched when their prefent eafe was dif-
turbed ; and it was neceflary to give more
than good withes.

This minority of nobles muft certainly be
allowed to have afed more prudently than
their peers; and feveral of them, the moft re-
fpe&able men of that clafs, both in talents and

morals,
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morals, were probably actuated by half com-
prehended principles. The great body of the
nobles, neverthelefs, and the minority of the
clergy, continued to meet in different cham-
bers, where their idle deliberations marked
their decayed influence. For, fhrinking into
nothing, their prefent ftruggles to regain their
powecr were as fruitlefs, as their former efforts
had been prefumptuous. Yet the jealoufies
and contumely of the nobility continued to
agitate the commons; who, animated by a
confcioufnefs of the juftice of their caufe, and
feeling, that they poflcfled the confidence of
the public, determined to proceed with the
obje&s of their mecting, without the concur-
rence of the firk order; proving to them,
when it was too late to preferve their fac-
titious diftinQions, that their power and au-
thority were at an end, In vain werc they
told, that they were adting contrary to their
true intereft, and rifking the falvation of
their privileges.  In vain did one of the moft
moderatc of the deputies * remonftrate with
them, on what, moft probably, would be the
confequence of their obftinacy. No argument
could move them; and, blind to the danges

* Count Lally Tolendal.
with
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with which they were threatened, they pe:-
fited to attend their councils, without any
determinate rule of aflion. It is true, the
duke of Luxembourg declared, in a private
committee held by the king, the 26th of june,
that ¢ the divifion of the orders would con-
¢ troul the exorbitant claims of the people,
¢ and preferve thofe of the monarch ; united,
added he, ¢ they know no mafter, divided,
¢ they are your fubjeéts:’ and he concluded,
with emphatically faying, that ¢ it would fave
¢ the independence of the crown, and flamp
¢ with nullity the procecdings of the national
¢ aflembly.” Thefc were manty, though not
patriotic fentiments ; and if the court had ral-
lied round them, and defended them to the
laft extremity, they would at any rate have
prevented their difgrace, Dby avoiding the
crooked path of treachery. But abandoning
all dignity of condu@, they trufted to the art
of manccuvring, which defeated by the peo-

ple, they were left entirely at their mercy.
With refped to the improvement of focie-
ty, fince the deftruction of the roman em-
pire, England feems to have led the way, ren-
dering certain obftinate prejudices almoft null,
by a gradual change of opinion. This ob-
fervation,
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fervation, which fa&ts will fupport, may be
brought forward, to prove, that juft fenti-
ments gain footing only in proportion as the
underftanding is enlarged by cultivation, and
freedom of thought, inftead of being cramped
by the dread of baftilles and inquifitions, In
Italy and France, for example, where the
mind dared to exercife itfelf only to form the
tafte, the nobility were, in the ftricteft fenfe
of the word, a caft, keeping aloof from the
people ; whilft in Ingland they intermingled
with the commercial men, whofe equal or fu-
periour fortunes madc the nobles overlook
their inequality of birth: thus giving the firft
blow to the ignorant pride that retarded the
formation of juft opinions refpe&ing true dig-
nity of character. This monied intereft, from
which political improvement firft emanates,
was not yet formed in France; and the ridi-
culous pride of her nobles, which led them to
believe, that the purity of their families would
be fullied, if they agreed to a& in the fame
fphere with the people, was a prevailing mo-
tive, that prevented- their jun&ion with the
commons. But the more licentious part of
the clergy, who followed with a truer feerit
their own intereft, thought it expedient to

1 efpoufe,



( 127 )

efpoufe, in time, the caufe of the power, from
whence their influence derived its greateft
force; and from which alone they could
hope for fupport. This {chifm proved, as it
promifed, dangerous to the views of the
court.

The defertion of the clergy rendered the
nobility ~utrageous, and haftene. ne crifis
when the .mportant conteft was to be brought
to an ifflue~Then it was that the king per-
ceived how contemptible his undecided con-
duct had been, and exclaiming, it is faid con-
fidently, ¢ that he remained ALONE in the
¢ midft of the nation, occupied with the efta.
¢ blithment of concord.” Vain words! and
this affeGation was particularly reprehenfi-
ble, becaufe he had already given orders for
the aflembling of the foreign troops: the ob-
je& of which was to eftablith concord with
the point of the bayonet.

This total want of chara&er caufed him to
be flattered by all parties, and trufted by none.
Infignificancy had diftinguifhed his manners
in his own court. Acions without energy,
and profeflions without fincerity, exhibiting
a conduét deftitute of fteadinefs, made the ca-
binet concert all their meafures regardlefs of

his
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his opinion, leaving to the queen the tafk of
perfuading him to adopt them. The evil did
not veft even here; for the different parties
following feparate views, the flexibility of his
temper led him to fan&ion things the moft at
variance, and moft dangerous to his future
honour and fufety. For it appears obvious,
that whatever party had prevailed, he could
only be confidered as an inftrument ; which,
becoming ufclels when the obje& fhould be
achicved, would be trcated with difrefpeét.
Periods of revolution drawing into action the
worlt as well as the beft of men; and as au-
dacity, in general, triumphs over modeft me-
rit, when the political horizon is ruflled by
tempeft; it amounted to a moral certainty,
that the line of conduct purfued by the king
would lead to his difgrace and ruin.

Seeing, however, that the pcople were una-
nimous in their approbation of the conduét
of their reprefentatives, and watchful to dif-
cover the defigns of their enemiocs; it could
not but occur to the cabinet, that the only
way to Jull atténtion to {leep, was to affe¢t to
fubmit to ncceflity. Befides, fearing, if they
continued to refort to their different cham-
bers, that their plot would take wind before

all
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all the agents were aflembled, a frefl inflance
of diffimulatipn evinced, that their depravity
equalled their ftupidity. For the king was
now prevailed on to write to the prefidents of
the nobility, and the minority of the clergy,
requefting them, to reprefent to thofe two or-
ders the neceflity of uniting with the third,
to proceed to the difcuffion of his propofals,
made at the féance royale.

The clergy immediately acquiefced; but
the nobility continued to oppofe a juncion fo
humiliating, till the court invented a pretex
of honour to fave the credit of their meck
dignity, by declaring, that the life of the king
would be in imminent danger, fhould the no-
bles continue to refift the defirc of the nation.
Pretending to believe this report, for the fe-
crct of the cabinet was buzzed amongft them,
and appearing to wifh to bury all rivalry in
royalty, they attended at the common hall,
the 27th.  Yet even there, the firft fiep they
took was to enter a proteft, in order to
guard againft this conceflion being made a
preccdent,

A general joy fucceeded the terrour which
had been engendered in the minds of the peo-
ple by their contumeclious perverfenefs ; and

K the
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the parifians, cherifhing the moft fanguine
expeltations, reckoned, that an unity of ex-
ertions would fecure to them a redrefs of
grievances.

It is perhaps unneceflary to dwell, for a
moment, on the infenfibility of the court, and
the credulity of the people; as they feem the
only clues, that will lead us to a precife dif-
crimination of the caufes, which completely
annihilated all confidence in the minifters,
who have {ucceeded the direGors of thofe in-
famous meafures, that fwept away the whole
party ; mecafures which involved thoufands of
innocent people in the fame ruin, and have
produced a clamour againft the procecdings of
the nation, that has obfcured the glory of her
labours. It is painful to follow, through all
their windings, the crimes and follies pro-
duced by want of {agacity, and juft principles
of ation. For inftance, the ffance royale was
held on the 23d, when the king, not deigning
to advife, commanded the deputies to repair
to their different chambers; and only four
days after he implored the nobility and clergy
to wave every coniideration, and accede to
the with of the pecople. A&ing in this con-
tradiGory manner, it is clear, that the cabal

Ry thought
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thought only of rendering fure the decided
blow, which was to level with the duft the
power, that extorted fuch humiliating concef-
fions.

But the people, eafy of belief, and glad to
be light-hearted again; no fooner heard that
an union of the orders had taken place, by the
defire of the king, than they hurried from all
quarters, with good-humoured confidence,
called for the king and queen, and teflified,
in their prefence, the grateful joy this acqui-
efcence had infpired. How different was this
franknefs of the people, from the clofc hypo-
critical condué of the cabal |

The courtly, dignified politenefs of the
queen, with all thofe complacent graces which
dance round flattered beauty, whofe every
charm is drawn forth by the confcioufnefs of
pleafing, promifed all that a fanguine fancy
had pourtrayed of future happinefs and peace.
From her fafcinating {miles, indeed, was
caught the carelefs hope, that, expanding the
heart, makes the animal fpirits vibrate, in
cvery nerve, with pleafure i—ryet, the fmiled
but to deceive ; or, if the felt fome touches of
{ympathy, it was only the unifon of the mo-
ment.

K2 It
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Itis certain, that education, and the atmofs
phere of manners in which a chara&er is
formed, change the natural laws of huma-
nity ; otherwile it would be unaccountable,
how the human heart can be fo dead to the
tender emotions of benevolence, which moft
forcibly teach us, that real or lafting felicity
flows only from a love of virtue, and the prac-
tice of fincerity.

The unfortunate queen of France, befide
the advantages of birth and flation, poifefled 2
very fine perfon; and her lovely fuce, fpark-
ling with vivacity, hid the waut of intelli-
genees Her complexion was dazzlingly clear;
and, when fhe was pleafed, her manners were
bewitching ; for {he happily mingled the moft
infinuating veluptuous foitnefs and aflability,
with an air of grandeur, bordering on pride,
that rendered the contraft more ftriking. In-
dependence alfo, of whatever kind, always
gives a degree of dignity to the micn; fo that
monarchs and nobles, with moft ignoble fouls,
from believing themfelves fuperiour to others,
have aflually acquired a look of fupe-
riority.

Rut her cpening faculties were poifoned in
t22¢ iud; for before the came to Paris, the had

alrcady
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already been prepared, by a corrupt, fupple
abbé, for the part the was to plav; aud,
young as fhe wes, became fo firmly ettached
to the aggrandizement of her houfe, that,
though plunged deep in pleafure, fhe never
omitted {fending immenfe funs to her brother,
on cvery occafion. 'The perion of the king,
in itfelf very difgufting, was rendered more
{fo by gluttony, and a total difregard of deli-
cacy, and even decency in his aparunents:
and, when jealous of the qucen, for whom he
had a kind of devouring paflion, he trcated
her with great brutality, till fhe acquired fut-
ficient fineflc to fubjugate him. Is it then
furprizing, that a very defirable woman, with
a {anguine conflitution, fhould fhrink abhor-
rent {rom his embraces; or that an empty
mind fhould be employed only to vary the
pleafures, which emafculated her circean
court? And, added to this, the hiftories of thie
Julias and Meflulinas of antiquity, convinc-
ingly prowe, that there is no cnd to the vaga-
ries of the imagination, when power is unli-
mited, and reputation fet at dcfiance.

Loft then in the moft luxurieus pleafurcs,
or managing court intrigues, the queen be-
came a profound diffembler; and her heart

K 3 hardencd

-



( 133 )

hardened by {enfual enjoyments to fuch a de-
gree, that when her family and favourites
ftood on the brink of ruin, her little portion
of mind was emplayed only to preferve herfelf
from danger. As a proof of the juftnefs of
this aflertion, it is only neceffary to obferve,
that, in the general wreck, not a fcrap of her
writing has been found to criminate her; nei-
ther has fhe fuffered a word to efcape her to
exafperate the people, even when burning
with rage, and contempt. The effe&t that ad-
verfity may have on her choked underftand-
ing time will fhow *; but during her profpe~
rity, the moments of languor, that glide into
the interftices of enjoyment, were pafled in
the moft childifh. manner; without the ap-
pearance of any vigour of mind, to palliate
the wanderings of the imagination,—Still the
was a woman of uncommon addrefs; and
though her converfation was infipid, her
compliments were fo artfully adapted to flat-
ter the perfon fhe wifhed to pleafe or dupe,
and {o cloquent is the beauty of a queen, in
the eyes even of fuperiour.men, that the fel-
dom failed to carry her point when the en-

deavoured

* This was written fome months before the death of tho
gueen,
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deavoured to gain an afcendancy over the
mind of an individual. Over that of the king
the acquired urbounded fwvay, when, manag-
ing the difguft fhe had for his perfon, the
riade him pay a kingly price for her favours.
A court is the beft {chool in the world for
actors ; it was very natural then for her to
become a complete adtrefs, ard an adept in
all the arts of coquetry that debauch the mind,
whilft they render the perfon alluring.

Had the haplefs Louis poffeffed any deci-
fion of charater, to fupport his glimmering
fenfe of right, he would from this period
have chofen a line of condud, that might
have faved his life by regulating his future
politics. For this returning affe@ion of the
people alone was fufficient to prove to him,
that it was not eafy to eradicate their love for
royalty ; becaufe, whilft they were contending
for their rights with the nobility, they were
happy to receive them as ad&s of bencficence
from the king. But the cducation of the heir
apparent of a crown muft neceffarily deftroy
the common fagacity and feelings of a man;
and the education . of this monarch, like that
of Louis XV, only tended to make him a
fenfual bigot.

Kag Priefts
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Priefts have, in general, contrived to be-
come the preceptors of kings 5 the more furely
to fupport the church, by leaning it againft
the throne. Befides; kings, who without
having their underftandings enlarged, are fet
above attending to the forms of morality,which
fometimes produce it's {pirit, are always parti-
cularly fond of thofe religious {yitems, which,
like a fponge, wipe out the crimes that haunt
the terrified imagination of vnfound minds.

It has been the policy of the court of
France, to throw an odium on the undcr-
ftanding of the king, when it was lavithing
praifes on the goodnefs of his heart. Now
it is certain, that he poflefled a confiderable
portion of fenfe, and difcernment; though
he wanted that firmnefs of mind, which con-
ftitutes chara@er ; or, in more precife words,
the power of a&ing according to the diGtates
of a man’s own reafon. Fe was a tolerable
fcholar ; had {uflicient patience to learn the
englith language ; and was an ingenious
mechanic. It is alfo well known, that in the
council, when he followed only the light of
his own reafon, he often fixed on the moft fage
meafures, which he was afterwards perfuaded

o abandon. But death feems to be the fport
of
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of kings, and, like the roman tyrant, whofe
folitary amuferncnt was transfixing fiics, this
man, whofe milkinefs of heart has been per-
petually contraited with the pretended watri-
nefs of his head, was extremely fond of fee-
ing thofc grimaces, made by tortured animals,
which roufe to pleafere fluggifh, grofs fenfa-
tions. The queen, however, prevailed on
him not to aitempt to amufe her, or raile a
forced laugh, in a polite circle, by threwiag
a cat down the chimney, or fhooting an
harmlefs afs. Taught alfo to diffemblic, from
his cradle, he daily praflifed the cefpicable
fhifts of duplicity ; though led by his indo-
lence to take, rather than to give the tone to
bis domincering parafites.

The french nobility, perhaps, the moft cor-
rupt and ignorant fet of men in the world,
except in thofe objets of tafte, which con-
{itt in giving variety to amufement, had never
lived under the controul of any law, but the
authority of the king; and having only to
drcad the Baftille for a little time, fhould they
commit any enormity, could nct paticatiy
brook the reftraints, the better government of
the whole fociety required. Ilaughtily then
difregarding the fuggeftions of humanity, and

even
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even prudence, they determined to fubvert
every thing, {ooner than refign their privi-
Ieges ; and this tenacity will not appear
aftonifhing, if we call to mind, that they
confidered the people as beafts of burden, and
trod them under foot with the mud. This
is not a figure of rhetoric; but a melancholy
truth ! For it is notorious, that, in the nar-
row ftreets of Paris, where there are no foot-
ways to fecure the walkers from danger, they
were frequently killed, without flackening,
by the leaft emotion of fellow-feeling, the
gallop of the thoughtlefs being, whofe man-.
hood was buried in a fatitious characer.

I fhall not now recapitulate the feudal tyran-
nies, which the progrefs of civilization has,
rendered nugatory ; it is fuflicient to obferve,
that, as neither the life nor property of the
citizens was fecured by equal laws, both were
often wantonly {ported-with by thofe who
could do it with impunity, Arbitrary decrees
have too often affumed the facred majefty of
Iaw; and when men live in continual fear,
and know not what they have to apprehend,
they always become cunning and pufil-
lanimous. Thus the abje& manners, pro-
duced by defpotifm of any fpecies, feem to jui-

tify
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tify them, in the eyes of thofe who only judge
of things from their prefent appearance. This
Icads, likewife, to an obfervation, that partly
accounts for the want of induftry and cleanli-
nefs in France; for people are very apt to
fport away their time, when they cannot
look forward, with fome degree of certainty,
to the confolidation of a plan of future eafe.
LEvery precaution was taken to divide the
nation, and prevent any ties of affection, fuch
as ought always to unite man with man, in
all the relationfhips of life, from bringing the
two ranks together with any thing like equa-
lity to confolidate them. 1If, for inftance, the
fon of a nobleman happened fo fur to forget
his rank, as to rharry a woman of low birth ;
what mifery have not thofc unfortunate crea-
tures endured !——confined in prifons, or
hunted out of the common neft, as contagious
intruders., And if we remember alfo, that,
while treated with contempt, only a twenticth
part of the profit of his labour feil to the
fhare of the hufbandman, we fhall ceafe to
inquire, why the nobles oppofed innovations,
that muft neceffarily have overturned the
fabric of defpotifn,
The
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The inveterate pride of the nobles, the
rapacity of the clergy, and the prodigality of
the court, were, in fhort, the {fecret {prings
of the plot, now almoft ripe, aimed at the
embryo of freedom through the heart of the
national affembly. But Paris, that city which
contains fo many different characters—that
vortex, which draws every vice into it’s cen-
tre—that- repofitory of all the materials of
voluptuous degeneracy—that den of {pies and
aflaflins—contained likewife a number of en-
lightened men, and was able to raife a very
forinidable force, to defend it’s opinions.

The cabinet faw it’s rifing {pirit with fufpi-
cion; and, referting to their old wiles, pro-
duced a fearcity of bread, hoping that, when
the people fhould be ditheartened, the ap-
proaching army under Broglio would bring
the whole aflair to a {peedy iffue. But cir-
cumftances feemed favourable to the people ;
for the eleGors of Paris, after they had chofen
their deputies, the election having bcen pro-
tratted very late, continued to meet at the
Hitel-de-Ville, to prepare the inftruftions,
which they had not time to digeft before the
affembling of the ftates-general,

At
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At this jun@ure alfo, a fpacicus fquare,
equally devoted to bufinefs and pleafure,
called the Palazs Royale, became the rendez-
vous of the citizens. There the moft {pirited
gave lectures, whilft more modelt men rcad
the popular papers and pamphlets, on the
benefits of liberty, and the crying oppreflions
of abfolute governments. This was the cen-
tre of information ; and the whole city flock-
ing thither, wo talk or to liften, returned home
warmed with the love of freedom, and de-
termined to oppofe, at the rifk of life, the
power that fhould ftill labour to enfiave them
—and when life is put on the cafl, do noct
men generally gain that for which they ftrive
with thofe, who, wanting their enthufiafm,
fet more value on the flake?

The turbulence of the metropolis, produced
in great meafure by the continual arrival of
foreign troops, furnifhed, neverthelels, a
plaufible pretext for blockading it ; and thirty-
five thoufand men, at leaft, moftly confifting
of huffars and mercenary troops, were drawn
from the frontiers, and colle&ted rcund Ver-
failles. Camps were traced out for flill more;
and the pofts, that commanded the roads
leading to Paris, were filled with foldiers.

The
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The courtiers, then unable to reprefs their
joy, vaunted, that the national affembly would
foon be diflolved, and the rebellious deputies
filenced by imprifonment, or death. And
fhould even the french foldiers abandon them,
among whom there were fome fymptoms of
revolt, .the court depended on the foreign
troops, to ftrike terrour into the very heart
of Paris and Verfailles. The gathering army
was already a very formidable force ; but the
fpirit of enthuliafin, and a keen fenfe of in-
jurics, rendered more tharp by infults, had
fuch an effe& on the people, that, inftead of
being intimidated, they coolly began to pre-
pare for defence.

All had heard, or were now informed, of
the efforts made by the americans to main-
tain their liberty.—All had heard of the glo-
rious firmnefs of a handful of raw boftoniar
militia, who, on Bunker's-hill, refifted the
britith difciplined troops, crimfoning the
plains of Charles-town with the blood of the
flower of their enemy’s army. This leflon
for tyrants had refounded through the king-
dom ; and it ought to have taught them, that
men dctermined to be free are always fu-

periour
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periour to mercenary battalions even of
veterans,

The popular leaders had alfo taken the
furcft means to ingratiate themfelves with the
foldiery, by mixing with them, and con-
tinually infinuating, that citizens ought not
to allow the bafe minifters of power, to treat
them like. paflive inftruments of mifchief.
Befides, it was natural to expeét, that the
military, the moft idle body of men in the
kingdom, fhould attend to the topics of the
day, and profit by the difcuflions, that dif-
feminated new political principles. And fuch
an influence had the arguments in favour of
liberty on their minds, that, fo early as the
23d of june, during a flight 1iot, two com-
panies of the grenadiers refufced to fire on the
people, whom they were fent to difperfe.
But thefe [ymptoms of refrallorinefs roufed
the refentment of the court, inftead of putting
it onit’s guard: confequently feveral were
fent to prifon, and the troops were confined
to their barracks; yet, regardlefs of thefe
orders, they came in crowds to the Palas
Royale, a day or two after, eager to unite their
voices with the general thout, vive lz nation,
which fpoke the prefent fentiments of the

people.
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people.  The regiments of french, alfo, that
now arrived, to be ftationed with the foreign
troops round Paris, were conducted to this
kot-bed of patriotifm ; and, meeting with the
moft cordial reception, they liftened with in-
tereft to the lively reprefentations of the enor-
mities committed by their old government,
and of the meannefs of thofe men, who could
live on the bread earned by butchering their
fellow citizens,

Whillt thefe opinions were taking root, the
people heard, that eleven of the fiench guards,
confined in the abbey, becaufe they would
not obey the order to {ire on the populace,
were (o be transferred to the Bicetre, the moft
ignominious of all the prifons. The conteflt
now commenced ; for the people haftened to
deliver them, and, forcing their way, eman-
cipated their friends; and even the huffars,
who were called out to qucll the difturbance,
Iaid down their arms,  Yet, attentive to juf-
tice, they fent back to confinement a foldier,
who had been previoufly committed by the
police, for fome other mifdemeanour.

Exafpcrated as they wers, the people, not
yet become lawlefs, guarded the men they
had refcued ; whilft they fent a deputation to

3 the
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the national affembly, to intercede with the
king in their behalf. This fpirited, yet pru-
dent, behaviour produted the defired eficét
and the affembly named a certain number of
the deputies, who with {fcrupulous decorum
were to demand this grace of the king: and
he accordingly granted their pardon, laying a
cautious ftrefs on it’s being the fft rcqueft
made by the affembly. But it was fiill quef-
tionable, whether this extorted a& of lenity
were not done, like the other allions of the
court, only to blind the preparaticns that
were making, to humbie cffeCtually the fol-

diery, the metropolis, and the affembly.
During this period of general fufpicien, the
prefence of fuch a confiderable force, as now
was encamped on every fide of the cepital,
particularly alarmed the eleftors, who held
their deliberations very conflantly to watch
over the public peace; and, in order to avert
the threatening ftorm; they propofed raifling
the city militia. Yet, before they determined,
they fent to apprife the national affembly of
their intention ; wifhing the king to be in-
formed, that; if an armed force were
neceffary to fecure the public tranquillity,
the citizens themfelves were the moft proper
L perfons
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perfons to be entrufted with the commif-
fion,

The unfettled fate of Paris, now fuffering
from a fcarcity of brcad, furnithed, however,
a plaufible pretext for the augmentation of
the troops, which increafed the. calamity,
¢ When it is with the greateft difficulty,’ fays
one of the eleCtors, ¢that we can procure
¢ provifion for the inhabitants, wras it necefs
¢ fary to increafe the famine and our fears, by
¢ calling together a number of foldiers, who
¢ were difperfed through all the provinces?
* Thefe troops,’ he adds, ¢ were deftined to
* guard the frontiers, whilft thc reprefenta-
‘ tives of the nation are dcliberating on the
¢ formation of a conftitution. But this confti-
¢ wtution, defired by the king, and demanded
by all the provinces of France, has to cope
¢ with dangerous intericur cnemies.’

The national aflembly, likewife, could not
but perceive, that more foldiers were ftationed
near them, than would have been fuflicient
to ‘repel a foreign invafion ; and Mirabeau,
with his ufual fervour, animated them to
action, by a lively pi&ure of their fituation.
* Thirty-five thoufand men,’ he obferved, © are
* now diftributed between Paris and Verfail-
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tles; and twenty thoufand more are ex-
¢ peted. Trains of. artillery follow them ;
t and places are already marked out for bat-
' teries. ' They have made fure of all the
¢ communications.—All our entrances are in-
¢ tercepted ; our roads, our bridges, and our
¢ public walks, are changed into military
¢ pofts. The notorious events, the fecret
¢ orders, and ptecipitate counter-orders—in
¢ thort, preparations for war, ftrike every
*eye, and fill with indignatiod every heart.
¢ Gentlemen, if the queftlion were only the
¢ infulted dignity of the aflembly, it would
* demand the attention of the king himfelf ;
¢ for fhould he not take care, that wec be
¢ treated with decency, fince we are deputies
¢ of the nation from which his glory emanates,
¢ which alone conftitutcs the {plendour of the
‘ throne ?—Yes ; of that nation; who will
¢ render the perfon of the king honourable in
¢ proportion as he refpeéts himfelf? Since his
¢ wifh is to command free men, it.is time to
¢ banith the old odious forms, thofe infulting
¢ proceedings, which too eafily perfuade the
¢ courtiers, who furround the prince, that
¢ royal majefty confifts in the abafing relation
¢ of mafter and flave ; that a legitimate and

L2 beloved
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¢ beloved king ought on all occafions to thow
¢ himfelf with the afpect of an irritated tyrant;
¢ or, of thofe ufurpers condemned by their
¢ melancholy fate, to miftake the tender and
¢ flattering fentiments of confidence.~And
¢ who will dare to fay, that circumftances
“ have rendered ncceflary thefe menacing
¢ meafures? On the contrary, I am going to
¢ demonftrate, that they are equally ufelefs
¢ and dangerous, confidered cither with refpe&t
¢ to good order, the quicting of the public, or
¢ the fafety of the throne: and, far from ap-
¢ pearing the fruit of a fincere attachment to
¢ the perfon of the monarch, .they can only
¢ gratify private paflions, and cover perfidious
¢ defigns. Undoubtedly I do not know cvery
¢ pretext, every artifice of the encmies of re-
¢ formation, fince I cannot divine with what
¢ plaufible reafon they have coloured the
¢ pretended want of troops, at a moment,
¢ when not only their inutility, but their

¢ danger ftrikes every mind.
¢ With what eye will the people, harrafled
¢ by {o many calamities, fee this fwarm of idle
¢ foldiers come to difpute with -them their
¢ morfel of bread ! The contraft of the plenty
¢ enjoyed by one, with the indigence of the
I ¢ other;
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¢ other; of the fecurity .of the foldiers, to
¢ whom the manna falis, without i’g Leing
¢ neceflary for them to think of to-merrov,
¢ with the anguifh of the pecople, who obtain
¢ nothing but by hard labour and painful
¢ fweat; is {ufficient to make every heart fink
¢ with defpondency. Added to this, gentle-
“ men, the prefence of the troops heats the
¢ imagination of the populace; and, by con-
‘tinually prefenting new fears, excites an
¢ univerfal effervefcence, till the citizens are
“ at their very fire-fides a prey to every kind
¢ of terrour. The people, roufed and agitated,
¢ form tumultuous affemblics; and, giving
“way to their impetuofity, precipitate them-
¢ felves into danger—for fear neither calculates
“nor reafons !’ He concluded with moviug
an addrefs to the king, reprefenting, that the
people were extremely alarmed by the af
{cmbling of {uch a number of troops, and the
preparations made to form camps during this
feafon of fcarcity ; and to remonftrate refpei-
ing the condu& of thofe, who fought to de-
ftroy the confidence that ought to fubfift be-
tween the king and the reprefentatives of the
people—a confidence, which alone can enable
them to fulfil their funions, and cltablith

Lj the



( 150 )
the reform expetted from their zeal by a
fuffering nation.

This fpeech produced the defired effedt;
and the motion being carried, Mirabeau was
requefted to prepare an addrefs for their con<
fideration.

The purport of the addrefs was an abridge-
ment of the above fpeech; refpe@ful ; nay,
even affetionate ; but fpirited and noble.

Yet this remonftrance, fo well calculated
to preferve the dignity of the monarch, and
appcafe the agitation of the public, produced
no other effect than a fupercilious anfwer,
that only tended to increafe the want of con-
fidence, to which difguft gave a new edge.
Yor, inftead of attending to the prayer of the
nation, the king afferted, that the tumultu-
ous and fcandalous {cenes, which had pafled
at Paris, and at Verfailles, under his own
eyes, and thofe of the national affembly, were
fufficient to induce him, one of whofe prin-
cipal duties it was to watch over the public
fatety, to ftation troops round Paris.—Still,
he declared, that, far from intending to in.
terrupt their freedom of debate, he only
wifhed to preferve them even from all appres
henfion of tumult and violerice. If, however,

the
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the neceffary prefence of the troops continue
to give umbrage, he was willing, at the re«
quelt of the aflembly, to transfer the ftates-
general to Noyon or Soiffons ; and to repair
himfelf to Compiégne, in order to maintain
the requifite intercourfe with. the aflfembly.
This an{wer fignified .nothing ; or, rather, it
formally announced, that the king would not
fend away the troops. Obvious as was the
meaning, and contemptible as was the dif-
fimulation ; -yet, as it came from the fove-
reign, the fountain of fortune and honours,
fome of the fupple hands of the deputies ap-
plauded.~—DBut, Mirabeau was not to be
cajoled by fuch thallow fallacy. ¢ Gentlemen,’
faid he, impatiently, ¢the goodnefs of the
¢ king’s heart is fo well known, that we might
tranquilly confide in his virtue, did he always
¢ 2& from himfelf.—But, the aflurances of
¢ the king are no guarantee for the conduct
¢ of his minifters, who have not ceafed to
¢ miflead his good difpofition.—And have we
¢ yet to learn, that the habitual confidence of
¢ the french in their king is lefs a virtue than
‘a vice, if it extend to all parts of the ad-
¢ miniftration ?
Ly ¢ Whe
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¢ Who amongft us is ignorant, in fa&, that
¢ it is our blind, giddy inconfideration, which
¢ has led us from century to century, from
¢ fault to fault, to the crifis that now affli&s
¢ us, and which ought at laft to open our
¢ eyes, if we have not refolved to be head-
¢ firong children and {laves, till the end of
¢ time?
¢ Thereply of the kingis a pointed refufal.
¢ The miniftry would have it regarded only
¢ as a funple form of affurance and goodnefs;
“and they have affeCted to think, that we
¢ have made our demand, without attaching
¢ much intereft to it’s fuccefs, and only to ap-
¢ pear to have made it. It is neceflary to
¢ undeccive the miniftry—Certainly, my opi-
¢ nion is, not to fail in the confidence and re-
¢ fpet which we owe to the virtues of the
¢ king ; but I likewife advife, that we be no
“ more inconfiftent, timid, and wavering in
¢ our meafurcs.~—Certainly, there is no need
* to deliberate on the removal propofed; for,
¢ in fthort, notwithftanding the king’s anfwer,
¢ we will not go to Noyon, nor to Seiffons—
“ We have not demanded this permiffion ; nor
¢ will we, becaufe it is fcarcely probable, that
* we thouvld cver defire to place ourfelves be-
¢ tween
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¢ tween two or three bodies of troops ; thofe
¢ which .inveft Paris, and thofe which might
¢ fall upon us from Flanders and Alface. We
¢ have demanded the removal of the troops—
¢ that was the obje& of our addrefs!'-—\We
¢ have notafked permiffion to flce beforethem g
¢ but only that they fhould be fent from the
¢ capital, And it is not for ourfelves, that we
“ have made this demand; for they know
¢ very well, that it was {uggefted by a concern
¢ for the general intereft, not by any {fenti-
‘ ment of fear. At this moment, the prefence
¢ of the troops difturbs the public order, and
¢ may produce the moft mclancholy cvents.—
¢ Our removal, far from preventing, would,
¢ on the contrary, only aggravate the evil. It is
¢ neceflary, then, to reftore peace, in fpite of
¢ the friends of diforder ; it is ncceffary, tobe
¢ confiftent with ourfelves; and to be fo, we
¢ have only to adhere to one line of condu&,
¢ which isto infift, without relaxing, that the
¢ troops be fent away, as the only fure way
¢ to obtain it.’

This fpeech, delivered on the 11th of
july, produced no further decifion in the
affembly, though it kept the attention of the

members fixt to a point,
But
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But things were now drawing rapidly to a
crifis ; for this very day Necker, who had been
rctained in place, only to hoodwink the peo<
ple, was difmiffed, with an injun&ion not to
mention his difmiflion; and to leave the
kingdom in twenty-four hours. Thefe orders
he fervilely obeyed ; and, with all the promp-
titude of perfonal fear, faid, without the leaft
emotion, to the nobleman, who brought the
king’s commands, ¢ we fhall meet this even-
ing at the council ;’ and continued to converfe,
in his ufual ftrain of fmoothnefs, with the
company at dinner. Miferable weaknefs !
This man, who profefled himfelf the friend
of the people, and who had fo lately promifed
¢ to live or die with them, had not, when
brought to the teft, fufficient magnanimity to
warn them where danger threatened—For he
muit have known, that this difmiflion was
the fignal of hoftilities : yet, fleeing like a
felon, he departed ia difguife, keeping the
fecret with all the caution of cowardice.*

The next day, the appointment of the new
miniftry, men particularly obnoxious to the

@ Such is cver the condu® of fo-difant patriots.
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public, made it known to the people ; wha
viewed with melancholy hprrourthe awful ho-
tizon, where had longbeen gatheringthe ftorm,
now ready to burft on their devoted heads.
The agitation of the public mind, indeed, re-
fembled a troubled fea; which, having been
put in motion by a raging tornado, gradually
fwells, until the whole element, wave rolling
pn wave, exhibits one unbounded commotion,
All eyes were now opened, all faw the ap-
proaching blaft; the hollow murmurs of
which had infpired a confuled terrour for fome
time paft.

It had been propofed on the roth, at the
Hitel-de-Ville, as a regulation of the Garde-
Bourgeotfe, that twelve hundred men fhould
be raifed at a time, to be relieved every week ;
and the capital having been divided, atthe
ele@ion, into fixty diftrits, only twenty
would be called out of each, And it was fur-
ther refolved, that the diftricts thould reft cin-
bodied until the entirc evacuation of the
troops, excepting thofe who formed the com-
mon compliment of the guards. The foliow-
ing day it was decreed ; an addrefs was voted
to the national aflembly, to requeft their me-
gdiation with the king, to fanQion immcdiatcly

the
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the city militia 3 and the fittings of the come
mittee were adjourned till monday, the 13th.,
But fome of the eletors, having heard on {un-
day, that the populace were all repairing to the
Hitel-de-Ville, haftened there about fix o’clock
in the evening, and found the hall indeed
crowded with pcople of all conditions. A
thoufand confufed voices demanded arms,
and orders to found the zo¢fin.

At cight o’clock, the patrol guard was
rclieved, at the Hétel-de-Ville, and the multi-
tude prefled on the foldiers to difarm them;
redoubling the cry for arns at the moment;
and even threatened to fet fire to the hall.
But, i}l obferving fome refpe& for fubordi-
nation, they demanded, a little imperioufly, it
is true, an order, in virtuc of which, the
citizens might arm themfelves to repulfe the
danger that menaced the capital—and amidft
thefe clamours, feveral precipitate reports
painted, in the moft lively colours, this
danger.

One of the crowd {aid, that, no fooner had
the ncws of the difmiffion of Necker reached
Paris, than the people haflened to a feulptor’s,
and, feizing the bufts of that minifter, and of
the duke of Orleans, they were now atually
curying them through the fireets ;~—Another

in=
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informed them, that the multitude had rufhed
into the different theatres, at the hour of open-
ing them, and required, that they fhould be
inftantly fhut;* and that in cenfequence all
the {pectators had been fent away :(—A third
announced four cannons, placed at the entrance
of the Champs Elyfées, with their cannoncers
ready to light their matches, which were to
begin the combat ; and that thefe four cannons
were fupported by a regiment of cavalrys
which, advancing under the command cf the
prince de Lambefc to the place of Louis 1 5th,
was ftationed by the bridge that leads to the
Thuilleries. He added alfo, that a cavalier
of this regiment, pafling by a foldier of the
french guards, had fired his piftol at him;
and, that the prince de Lambefc himfelf had
galloped into the garden, fabre in hand, fol-
lowed by adetachment, who put to flight the
old men, women, and children, that were
peaceably taking their cuftomary walk ; nay,
that he had afually killed, with his own
hand, an old man, who was efcaping from
the tumult. The reporter, it is true, forgot

* This is an event much more important at Paris, than it
would be in London.

{a



{ 158 )

to notice, that the populace had begun to pelt
the prince with the ftones, that were lying
ready, near the buildings which were not
finithed. Startled, perhaps, by this refiftance,
and defpifing the mob, that he expetted, only
by his prefence, to have intimidated, in a
deliriurn, moft probably, of terrour and
aftonithment, he wounded an unarmed man,
who fled before him. Be that as it may, this
wanton outrage excited the indignation ne-
ceflary to fire every f{pirit,

The ele&ors being flill prefled for arms,
and unable to furnith them, at eleven o’clock
decrced, that the diftri&ts fhould be im-
mediately convoked; and that they would
1epair to all the pofts of armed citizens, to beg
them, in the name of their country, to avoid
all fpecies of tiot.—But this. was not the mo-
ment to talk of peace, when all were making
ready for battle.—The tumult now became
general, To arms! To arms! re-echoed
from all quarters—and the whole city was
inftantly in motion, feeking for weapons of
defence. 'Whillt the women and children
rent the air with thricks and lamentations, the
cannons were fired; and the Zogfins of the

different
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different parifh churches joined by degrees, to
excite, and continue, the univerfal alarm.
Still all their thoughts were turned on defen-
five meafures, Many of the citizens, by
ranfacking the warehoufes of arms, and catch-
ing up fpits and pokers, appeared with wea-
pons in their hands to fecond their determinate
countenances ; and being joined by fome of
the french guards, more completely accoutred,
ferced thofe foreign mercenaries, who had firft
awakened their fury, to retreat, fleeing like
the beafts of the defert, before the bold and
generous lion. Though viQorious in this
midnight fray, becaufe determined to conquer,
ftill they had fcarcely any firc arms; and
were as inexpert in the ufe of thofe they found,
as the inhabitants of capitals commonly are—
But indignation made each of them, fo reftlef.
was their courage, feize fomcthing to defend
himfelf with: hammers, axes, fhovels,
pikes, all were fought for, and clenched in
hands nerved by heroifm; yes, by truc
heroifm, for perfonal fafety was difregarded
in the common danger. Wives aflifted to
beat out pikes for their hufbands, and children
ran about to pile up ftones in rcadinefs for to-
morrow, To incrcafe the apprehenfions of

4 the
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the night, one of the barriers was fet on fire;
and a band of defperate robbers, taking ad-
vantage of the confufion, began to pilage
fome houfes. To arms! was the cry of
danger, and the watch-word of the city—ifor
who could clofe their eyes? Whilft the tocfin
drowning the murmurs of rage, and diftrefs,
made the confufion folemn.

Diffcrent founds excited different emotions
at Veriailles; for there the heart, beating
high with ecxultation, gave way to the moft
intemperate joy.—Already the courtiers ima-
gined, that the whole mifchief was crufthed,
and that they had the affembly at their mercy.

Intoxicated by fuccefs, a little too foon
reckoned on, the queen, the count d’Artois,
and their favourites, vifited the haunt of the
bribed ruffians, who were lurking in ambufh,
ready to fall upon their prey; encouraging
them by an engaging aflability of behaviour,
and more {ubftantial marks of favour, to forget
every confideration, but their commands.
And fo flattered were they by the honied
words, and coquetifh fmiles of the queeny
that they promifed, as they drained the cup in
her honour, not to fheath their fwords, till.
France was compelled to obedience, and the

national
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uational affembly difperfed. With favage
ferocity they danced to the found of mufic
attuned to flaughter, whilft plans of death and
devaftation gave the zeft to the orgies, that
worked up their animal {pirits to the highcft
pitch.  After this account, any refleCtions on
the baneful effe@s of power, or on the un-
reftrained indulgence of pleafure, that could
thus banifh tendernefs from the female bofom,
and harden the human heart, would be an
infult to the reader’s fenfibility.

How filent is now Verfailles l—The folita~
ry foot, that mounts the fumptuous ftair-cafe,
refts on cach landing-place, whilt the cye tra-
verfes the void, almoft expedting to fee the
ftrong images of fancy burft into life.~The
train of the Louifes, like the pofterity of
the Banquoes, pafs in folemn fadnefs, point~
ing at the nothingnefs of grandeur, fading
away on the cold canvafs, which covers the
vakednefs of the fpacious walls—whilft the
gloominefs of the atmofphere gives a deeper
fhade to the gigantic figures, that {eem to be
{inking into the embraces of death,

Warily entering the endlefs apartments,
balf fhut up; the fleeting fhadow of the pen-
five wanderer, reflected in long glaffes, that

M vainly
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vainly gleam in every diretion, flacken the
nerves, without appalling the heart; though
lafcivious pitures, in which grace varniflies
voluptuoufnefs, no longer feduive, ftrike
continually home to the bofom the melancheo-
ly moral, that anticipates the frozen leflon of
experience. The very air is chill, feeming to
clog the breath; and the wafting dampnefs
of deftruétion appears to be flealing into the
vaft pile, on every fide.

The opprefled heart feeks for relief in the
garden; but even there the fame images glide
along the wide negle¢ted walks—all is fear-
fully ftill; and, if a little rill creeping through
the gathering mofs down the cafcade, over
which it ufed to rufh, bring to mind the de~
{cription of the grand water works, it is only
to excite a languid {inile at the futile attempt
to equal nature.

Lo! this was the palace of the great king !
—the abode of magnificence! Who has
broken the charm ?—WHhy does it now infpire
only pity #—Why ;—becaufe nature, {miling
around, prefents to the imagination materials
to build farms, and hofpitable manfions,
where, without raifing idle admiration, that
gladnefs will reign, which opens the heart to
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benevolence, and that induftry, which renders
innocent pleafure fweet.

Weeping—ifcarcely confcious that I wecep,
O France! over the veftiges of thy former op-
preflion ; which, feparating man from man
with a fence of iron, fophifticated all, and
made many completely wretched ; I tremble,
let 1 {hould meet {fome unfortunate being,
flecing from the defpotifin of licentious free-
dom, hearing the {nap of the guzlfotine at his
heels ; merely becaufe he was once noble, or
has aflorded an afylum to thofe, whofe cnly
crime is their name—and, if my pen almoft
bound with eagernefs to record the day, that
levelled the Baftille with the duft, making the
towers of defpair tremble to their bafe; the
recollection, that ftill the abbey is appropri-
ated to hold the vi&tims of revenge and fufpi-
cion, palfies the hand that would fain do juf-
tice to the aflault, which tumbled into hcaps
of ruins walls that feemed to mock the refift-
lefs force of time.~—Down fell the temple of
defpotifm ; but—defpotifm has not been bu-
ried in it’s ruins —Unhappy country !—swhen
will thy children ceafe to tear thy bofom ?—
When will a change of opinion, producinga

change of morals, render thee truly free?—
M 2 When
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When will truth give life to real magnani-
mity, and juftice place equality on a ftable
feat '=—When will thy fons truft, becaufe they
deferve to be trufted; and private virtue be-
come the guarantee of patriotiim? Ah!—
when will thy government become the moft
perfe&, beccufe thy citizens are the moft vir-
tuous !

CHAP. IIL
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CHAPTER IIL

PRLPARATIONS OI' THE PARISIANS TOR THE DEFENCE
OF TRECITY. THE GUARDS, ANDCITY WATCH, JOIN
THE CITIZENS. THE ARMED CITIZENS AFPOINT A
COMMANDER IN CHILF, CONDUCT OF THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY DURING THE DISTURDANCES AT PARIS,
THLY PUBLISH A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS3,~~AND
OFFER THEIR MEDIATION WITH THE CITIZLNS,—
WHICH IS HAUGHETILY REFUSED BY THE KING.
PROCEEDINGS AT FARIS ON THL FOURTLENTH OT
JULY, TAKING OF THE BASTILLE. THE MAYORSHOT.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AT
VERSAILLLS, APPEARANCE OF THE KING (N THE
ASSEMBLY. HIS SPEECH.

EArry in the morning of the 13th, the
cleCtors haftened to the centre of the gencral
alarm, the bdtel~de-ville, and, urged by the ne-
ceflity of the moment, paffed the decrces, un-
der deliberation, for the immediate embody-
ing the garde-bourgeoife, without waiting for
the requefted fan&tion of thc national aflem-
bly. The greater number then withdrew, to
convoke their diftri&s; whilft the few that
remained endeavoured to calm the tumult,
that was every moment augmenting, by in-
forming the people of this decree ; reprefent-
ing at the fame time, to the citizens, the cogent
motives which fhould induce them to fepa-
rate, and each repair to his own diftri& to be

M 3 enrolled.
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enrolled. But the crowd again called for
arms, pretending, that there was a great num-
ber concealed in an arfenal, which nohody
could point out. To quiet thefe clamours for
a moment, the people were referred to the
prévot des marchands *. He accordingly came,
and requefted, that the multitude would con-
firm his nomination to the fun&ion, which
his majefty had confided to him. A general
acclamation was the fignal of their confent ;
and the aflembled eletors immediately turn-
cd their attention to the ferious bufinefs before
them.

They then eftablithed a permancnt com-
mittee, to kecp up a conftant intercourfe with
the different diftrits, to which the citizens
were again exhorted inftantly to return, with
all the arms they had colle€ed; that thofe
arms might be properly diftributed amongft
the parifian militia. But, it was impoffible to
purfue thefe important -deliberations, with
any degree of order, for a freth multitude was
continually rufthing forward, to report freth
intelligence ; often falfe or exaggerated, and
always alarming. The barriers, they were
told, were on fire; a religious houfe had been

* The mayor.

pillaged ;
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pillaged; and a hoftile force was on the road,
in full march, to fall upon the citizens, An
immenfe number of coaches, waggons, and
other carriages, were actually brought to the
door of the hotel; and the demands of the
concourfe, who had been ftopped going out
of Paris, mingling with the cries of the multi-
tude, eager to be led towards the troops,
whofe approach had been announced, were
only drowned by the more lively inftances of
the deputies of the fixty diftricts, demanding
arms and ammunition, to rcnder them aétive.
To appeafe them, and gain time, the mayor
promifed, if they would be tranquil till five
oclock in the evening, then to diflribute a
number of fufils ; which were to be furnifhed
by the direGtor of a manufactory.

Thefe affurances produced a degrec of calm.
Taking advantage of it, the committee deter-
mined, that the parifian militia, for.the pre-
fent, thould confit of 48,000 citizens; and
that the officers thould be named by each dif-
tri®.  Many fubordinate decrees alfo pafled,
all tending to prevent the difaflers naturally
produced by confufion; and to provide for
the {ubfiftence of the city. The french guards,
who had during the night affifted the citi-

M 4 zens,
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zens, now came to teftify their attachment to
the common caufe ; and to beg to be enrolled
with them. The commander of the city
watch, a military body, likewife prefented
himfelf; to affure the committee, that the
troops under his direftion were difpofed to
obey their orders, and aflift in defending the
city.

Among the carriages ftopped was one of
the prince de Lambefc. The people imagined,
that they had caught the prince himfelf ; and,
when they were convinced of their miftake,
it was impoflible to fave the coach, though
the horfes were put into a neighbouring fta-
blc; and the portmanteau, carcfully detached,
was lodged in the hall. This trivial circum-
ftance is worthy of notice, becaufe it thows
the refpet then paid to property ; and that
the public mind was entirely fixed on thofe
grand objeéts, which abforb private paffions
and interefts. Stung alfo to the quick by the
infulting difregard of their claims, the people
forcibly felt an indignant fenfe of injuftice,
which rendered the ftruggle heroic.

Preparations of a warlike caft were made
during the whole courfe of this day; and
every thing was conducted with a degree of

prudence
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prudence fcarcely to have been expedled from
fuch impetuofity. 'Trenches were thrown up,
feveral of the fireets unpaved, and barricadoes
formed in the fuburbs—Defence was the {ole
obje& of cvery perfon’s thoughts, and de-
riding perfonal danger, all were preparing to
fell their lives at a dear rate, furbifhing up
old weapons, or forging new. The old men,
women, and children, were employed in mak-
ing pikes; whilft the able bodied men paraded
the ftreets, in an orderly manner, with moft
refolute looks, yet avoiding every kind of
violence: there was, in fact, an inconceiva-
ble folemnity in the quick ftep of a torrent of
men, all dire@ing their exertions to one
point, which diftinguifhed this rifing of the
citizens from what is commonly tamed a
riot.——Equality, indeed, was then firlt cftab-
lithed by an univerfal fympathy ; and men of
all ranks joining in the throng, thofc of the
firft could not be difcriminated by any pecu-
liar decency of demeancur, {uch public fpirited
dignity pervaded the whole mafs.

A quantity of powder had been carricd to
the hotel-de-villz, which the populace, for
the moft unruly always colle@ed round this
central fpot, would prcbably have blown up

in
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in feizing, if a courageous cle¢tor¥ had not,
at the continual rifk of his life, infifted on
diftributing it regularly to the people. This
engaged their attention a fhort time; but in
the evening the demand for arms became more
prefling than ever, mingled with a hoarfe cry
of pecfidy and treafon, levelled againft the
mayor ; which, for a while; was filenced by
the arrival of a number of military chefts,
thought to contain arms, and thefe were fup-
pofed to be thofe promifed by the mayor. Every
poflible precaution was immediately taken by
the clettors, to have them ipecdily conveyed
into the cellar, that they might begivento thofe
who knew beft how to make ufe of them;
inftead cf being caught up by the unfkilful.
The french guards had merited the confidence
of the ctizens; and four members of the
committee, after fome deliberation, were ap-
pointed to haften to them, to requeft that
thcy would come and take charge of the
diftribution. In fhort, great preparations were

* This man, the abbé Lefebure, remained all night, and
the greater part of the next day, flanding over a barrel of
gan-powder, perfifting to keep off the people, with undaunted
courage, though feveral of them, to torment him, brought
pipes to finoke near it; and one attually fired 2 piftol clofe
by, that fet fire to his hair,

made,
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made, previous to the opening of the chefts;
but—when the chefts were at laft opened,
in the prefence of a concourfe of pcople, and
found to contain only pieces of old candle-
fticks, and fuch like rubbifh, the impatience
of the multitude, whofe courage and patriotifim
had been played with all day, inftantly
changed into indignation and fury; and the
fufpicion of treafon on the part of the mayor
was extended to the whole committee, whom
they threatened to blow up in their hall.

One of the eicGors, the marquis de la
Salle, now obferved, ¢ that the greateft in-
¢ convenience in their prefent crucl {ituation
¢ was the want. of order, and {ubordination ;
¢ and that a corrcfpondence of the different
¢ parts of the grand machine, fo necclfary
‘ to promote expedition and fuccefs, could
f not {ubfit without a commander, known
¢and acknowledged by the public: for
*all the citizens, become foldiers, are per-
¢ petually,” he adds, ¢ expofed to {fpend their
¢ zeal and intrepidity in fuperfluous efforts ;
¢ fometimes even countera&ing their own de-
* figns. It is neceflary then to namec a gene-
¢ ral of the firft abilities and experience; Iam
“far from thinking myfelf worthy of your

choice,
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¢ choice, though I offer .all that I can offer,
¢ my fortune and my life; and fhall wiilingly
¢ ferve in any poft.” This motion produced
a new difcuflion ; and the duke d‘Aumont
was appointed commander in chief. But,
he half declining it, though he tried to pro-
craftinate his refufal, the poft devolved to the
marquis de la Salle, who had been unani-
moufly named fecond ; and he entered imme-
diately on the difcharge of this important
truft. And this nomination contributed to
fupport the exertions of the committee ; for
in fpite of the chaotic thock, which feemed
to have thrown into confufion all the parts
of this great city, the centre of union formed
at the Adtel-de-ville, by the aflembling of the
cle@ors, was in a great meafure the falvation
of the public. This municipal power, created
by circumftances, and tacitly confented to by
the citizens, eflablifhed a great degree of order
and obedience, even in the midft of terrour
and anarchy. The garde-bourgeoife had been
affembled in all the diftricts; and-the patrols
relicved with the greateft exatnefs, The
flrects were illuminated, to prevent confufion
or difmay during the night ; private property
was refpected, and all the pofts carefuily fuper-

intended ;
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intended 5 but, at the barriers, every carriage
and every perfon was ftopped, and obliged to go
to the Aétel-de-ville to give an account of them-
felves. The public particularly miftrufted the
defign of thofe who were going to Verfailles, or
coming from it. Deputations had been regu-
larly fent, to inform the national affembly of
the difturbances, which their danger and the
dread of a fiege had occafioned in Paris, and
of the meafures purfued to reftrain the head-
long fury of the people.

The national affembly, indeed, now ap-
peared with the dignified afpect becoming the
futhers of their country ; fecing their own
danger,- without timidly fhrinking from the
line of condu&@, which had provoked the
violence of the court: and the prefident, an
old man, not being thought equal to the
prefent toils of office, a vice-prefident was
appointed.

To fill this poft, the marquis la Fayctte was
chofen: a deputy for feveral reafons popular.
In America, where he voluntarily rifked
his life and fortune, before the french nation
efpoufed their caufe, he had acquired certain
juft principles of government ; and thefe he
digefted to the extent of his underftanding,

I which
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which was fomewhat confined. He poflefled
greatintegrity of heart,though he was not with-
out his portion of the national vanity. Hehadal-
ready diftinguithed himfelf at the meeting of
the notables, hy dete@ing, and expofing the
peculation of Calonne, and oppofing the arbi-
trary proceedings of the count d‘Artois.
Governed by the fame motives, he had pro-
pofed, likewife, during their f{ittings, fome
bold plans of reform, calculated to reduce the
public revenue, and leflen the grievances of
the nation, at the fame ftroke.—Amongft
thefe was a motion for the abolition of the
Baflille, and other ftate prifons, throughout
the kingdom ; and the fuppreflion of /ettres de
cachet, And ftill having the fame obje&s in
view, he, the very day the king’s {neering
reply was received (the 11th), laid before
the affembly a propofal fora pEcLARATION
OF RIGUTS, fimilar to that of fome of the
american ftates. The marquis de Condorcet
had publifhed a declaration of this kind, to
inftru@ the deputies, previous to their meet-
ing. La Fayette had tranfmitted a copy of
his declaration of rights to the affembled elec-~
tors, to be read to the people; and nothing
could be better adapted to kcep them firm,

telling
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telling them to what point they ought to
adhere, than the fhort addrefs with which
it commenced.—* Call to mind the f{in-
¢ timents; that nature has engraven on the
¢ heart of every citizen; and which take 2
¢ new force, when recognized by all.—Fora
¢ nation to love liberty, itis fufficient that fhe
¢ knows it; and, to be free, it is fufficient
¢ that fhe wills it *.

Mirabeau, even whillt fupporting tenaci-
oufly the dignity of the national affembly, felt
a pang of envy, that another fhould bring
forward fuch an important bufinefs, as the
fketch of a new contftitution ; avowedly that
the world might know how they had been
employed, and what they were contefting for,
thould they become the victims of their mag-
nanimity.

It was impoffible now for the whole afiem-
bly not to {ee in the change of the miniftry
the danger at hand, the approach of which
fome had affe@ed to treat as a chimera,  De-
termined, however; to continue their labours,
in the very face of fuch hoflile preparations ;
yet taking every prudent precaution to {ecure

their

@ Lally Tolendal faid of La Fayette, at this time, that
¢ he fpoke of liberty as he had defended i)
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their fafety, they fent to inform the king of
the difturbances at Paris; and to point out
the evils which menaced the ftate, if the
treops that invefled the metropolis were not
fext to more diftant quarters :—offering, at
the {fame time, to throw themfelves between
the army and the citizens, to endeavour to
ward off’ the calamities that were likely to
enfue. But the king, obftinately bent to fup-
port the prefent meafures, or controlled by
the cabal, replied, ¢that he was the only
¢ judge of the neceffity of withdrawing the
% troops ; and, treating the offered interpofi-
tion of the deputies with the moft ineffable
contempt, told them, ¢ that they could be of
¢ no ufe at Paris, and were neceflary at Ver-
¢ failles, to purfue thofe important labours,
¢ which he fhould continue to recommend.’

This anfwer was no fooner communicated,
than La Fayette moved, that the prefent
miniftry fhould be declared refponfible for the
confequence of their obftinacy : and the affem-
bly further decreed, that Necker and the reft
of the miniftry, who had juft been fent away,
carried with them their efteem and regret:—
that, alarmed by the apprehenfions of danger

produced by the reply of the king, they
would
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would not ceafe to infilt on the removal of
the troops, and the eftablithment of a garde-
bourgeoife.~They repcated their declaration,
that no intermediate power can {ubfift be-
tween the king and the national affembly :—
and that the public debt, having been placed
under the fafe-guard of french honour, the
nation not refufing to pay the intereft of it,
no power had a right to utter the infamous
word—bankruptcy.—In fhort, the affembly
declared, that they perfifted in their former
decrees :—and that the prefent refolves (hould
be prefented to the king, by the prefident,
and printed for the information of thc pub-
lic.

Still the court, defpifing the courageous
remonftrances of the affembly, and untouched
by the apprehenfions of the people, which
feemed to be driving them to the defperation
that always conquers, ftimulated the king to
perfift in the profecution of the meafures,
which they had prevailed on him to adopt.
The affembly, thus rendered vigilant by the
various tokens, that the crifis was arrived,
which was to determine their perfonal and
political fate, in which that of their country

N wag
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was 1nvolved, thought it prudent to make
their fittings permanent. Animated and united
by the common danger, they reminded each
other, ¢that, fhould they perifh, their country
< {tll furviving would recover it’s vigour;
¢ and that their plans for the good of the pub-
¢ lic again warming the hearts of frenchmen,
¢ a brave and generous people would erc& on
¢ their tomb,.as an immortal trophy, a con-
¢ ftitution folid as reafon,  and durable as
¢ time :—whilft their martyrdom would ferve
¢ as an example, to prove, that the progrefs
¢ of knowledge and civilization is not to be
¢ flopped by the maffacre of a few indivi-
¢ duals)’

Whatever might have been the obje& of
the court, refpeting the national affembly,
which was probably the flaughter or imprifon-
ment neeeflary to difperfe them, and difcon-
cert their theories of reform, it is certain, that
their fituation worc the moft threatening
afpect ; and their efcape was owing to the
courage and refolution of the people ; for the
brealt of the cabinet was too callous, to feel
cither refpect or repugnance, when cmolu-
ments and prerogatives were in queftion.

It
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Tt was a circumftance favourable to the
people, and the caufe of humanity, that the
want of common forefight in the court pre-
vented their guarding againft refiftance.  For
1o negligent were they, that the citizens, who
werc early in the morning of the 14th every
where fcouring about in fearch of arms, re-
quefted of the committee an order to demand
thofe they heard were ftored up at the Aize/
des invalides ; and one of the ele@ors wwas ac-
cordingly fent with them, to defire the go-
vernor to give up to the nation all the arms
and ammunition committed fo his care, He
replied, thata body of citizens having already
been with him, he had fent to Verfailles for
orders, and entreated them to wait till' the
return of the courier, whom he expe&ted in
the courfe of an hour or two. This anfwer at
firlt fatisfied the people, who were preparing
to wait contentedly, till onc of them obferv-
ing, that this was not a day to lofe time,
they infifted on entering immediately ; and
inftantly made themfelves mafters of all the
arms they found, to the amount of 30,000
mufkets, and fix pieces of cannon. A con-
fiderable quantity of different forts of arms

"~ N2 were
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were alfo carried away from the garde meudle,
by a lefs orderly party; and fell into the
hands of vagabonds, who always mix in 2
tumult, mercly becaufe it is a tumult. A
hundred and fifty perfons of this defcription
had been difarmed the preceding night at
the Adtcl-de-vifle, where they had dropped
aflecp on the ftairs and benches, ftupified by
the brandy they had ftolen : but, when they
awoke, and requcftcd work, not having any
money or bread, they were fent to affift in
the making of pikes, and the fabricating of
other weapons, which required little fkill
Nonc of the citizens appeared, in fa@, with-
out fome "¥capon, however uncouth, to bran-
difh dehance, whilft fixty thoufand men,
enrolled and diftributed in different compa~
nies, were armed in a more orderly, though
not in a more warlike manner. The army
of liberty now, indeed, affumed a very for-
midable appcarance; yet the cabinet, never
doubting of fuccefs, neglected in the thought-
leflnefs of fecurity, the only way left to oblige

the roufed people to accept of any terms.
Paris, that immenfe city, {econd, perhaps,
t9 none in the world, had felt a fcarcity of
bread
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bread for fome time, and now had not {uffi-
cient flour to fupport the inhabitants four
days to comc *,

If, thercfore, the marcfchal Broglio had
cut off the {upplies, the citizens would have
been reduced to the alternative of ftarving, or
marching in confufion to fight his army, be-
fore they could have been difciplined for a
regular aGtion. But dire&ted only by the de-
praved fentiments of tyranny, they deemed

N 3 affaffination

* The fupplying of Paris with provifion always depended
on a nice arrangement of circumftances, capable of being
<ontrolled by the government of the ftate. Itis not like
London, and other great cities, the local pofition of which
was previoufly pointed out by nature, and of which the wel-
fare depends on the great and perpetual movements of com-
merce, which they themfelves regulate.  To cut off the pro-
vifion from London, you muft block up the port, and inter-
di& in an open manner an intercourfe, on which the wealsh
of the nation in a great meafure depends. Paris, on the
contrary, might be famithed in a few days by a f{ceret order
of the court. All the people of the place would feel the
effect, and no perfon be able to afcertain the caufe. Thefe
confiderations render it eafv to account for the continued
fcarcity of provifion in Paris during the fummer of 1789.
No perfon can doubt, but the court viewed the revoluticn
with horrour; and that, among the meafurcs which they
took to prevent it, they would not overlook fo obvious an
cxpedient, as that of custing off the fupplics from the
capital ; as they fuppofed the people would Jay the blame
on the new order of things, and thus be difgufted with the
revolusiop.
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aflaflination the moft fpeedy method of bring-
ing the conteft to an end favourable to their
defigns. Unaccuftomed to govern freemen,
they dreamt not of the energy of a nation
thaking off it's fetters; or, if their claffical
reveries had tadght them a refpe& for man,
whilft reading the account of that brave hand-
ful of fpartans, who drove back, at the
ftraits of Thermopyle, millions of marfhalled
flaves ; they had no conception, that the caufe
of liberty was ftill the fame, and that men
obeying her impulfe will always be able to
refift the attacks of all the enervated merce-
naries of the globe.

The imaginations of the parifians, full of
plots, created hourly many of the objeéts of
terrour from which they flarted ; though the
troops being in motion around Paris naturally
produced many falfe alarms, that their fufpici-
oustemper might have exaggerated {ufficiently,
without the help of invention. Various ac-
counts of maffacres and affaflinations were
confequently brought to the Adtel-de-ville,
which inflamed the people, though afterwards
they proved to be the idle rumours of fear.
Thus much, however, appeared certain; a
fquadron of huflars had aGually been feen

3 hovering
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hovering about the entrance of the fauxbourg
Sarnt-Antoine, who dilappeared when two
companies of the french guards approached.
The people of the fame fauxbourg obferved
alfo, that the cannons of the Baftille were
turned towards their fireet. On receiving
this information, a meflage was fent from the
committee to the governor of the Battille, to
expoftulate with him ; and one to each of
the diftricts, defiring them to found an alarm
throughout, to break up the pavement of the
ftreets, dig ditches, and oppofe every obftacle,
in their power, to the entrance of the troops.
But, though the accounts of the hoftile de-
meanour of fome of the detachments in the
{kirts of Paris excited terrour, there was flill
reafon to doubt the real diipofition of the
foldiery ; for 4 confiderable number, belong-
ing to different regiments, had prefented
themfelves at the barriers with arms and bag-
gage, declaring their decided intention to en-
ter into the fervice of the nation. They were
received by the diftriéts, and conducted to the
hétel-de-ville : and the committee diftributed
them amongft the national troops, with the
precaution neceflary to guard againit the fur-
prife of treafon.

N The
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‘The deputation, fent to the Baftille, now.
returned, to give an account of their miffion,
They informed the committee, that the peo-
ple, rendered furious by the menacing pofi-
tion of the cannon, had already {urrounded
the walls ; but that they had entered without
much difliculty, and were conduéted to the
governor, whom they had requefted to change
the difpofition of his cinnons; and that the
reply he gave yas not as explicit as they could
have withed. They then demanded to pafs
into the fecond court, and did not without
great difficulty obtain permiffion. The little
drawbridge, they continued, was let down;
but the great one, which led to this -court
yard was raifed, and they entered by an iron
gatc, opencd at the call of the governor, In
this court they had feen three cannons ready
for ation, with two cannoneers, thirty-fix
fwifs, and a dozen of invalids, all under
arms ; and the {taff officers were alfo aflem-
bled.—They immediately fummoned them,
in the name of the honour of the nation, and
for the fake of their country, to change the
direGtion of the cannons; and, at the in-
ftance even of the governor himfelf| all the
officers and foldiers {wore, that the can-

nons
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nons fhould not be fired, or would they
make any ufe of their arms, unlefs they were
attacked, In fhort, another deputation from
one of the diftri&s had likewife been reccived
with great politenefs by the governor; and
while they were taking fome refrefhment, he
had atually ordered the cannons to be drawn
back ; and a moment after they were in~
formed, that the order was obeyed.

To calm the people, thefe very men de-
fcended the ftair-cafe of the Létel-de-ville, to
proclaim the affurances they had received of
the amicable intentions of the governor; but,
whilft the trumpet was founding to demand
filence, the report of a cannon from the
quarter of the Baftille was heard ; and at the
fame moment, an immen{c crowd precipitated
them{elves into the {quare, {ronting the hotcl,
with the cry of treafon. And to fupport the
charge, they brought with them a citizen,
and a foldier of the french guards, both
wounded. The rumour was, that {ifteen or
twenty more, wounded at the fame time,
were left to be taken care of, in different
houfes on the way; for that the governor,
Delaunay, had let down the firft draw-bridge
to engage the people to approach, who were

5 demanding
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demanding arms; and that they, entering
with confidence on this invitation, had im-
mediately received a difcharge of all the muf-
ketry of the fortrefs. 'This report, confirmed
by the prefence of the two wounded men,
demonftrated to the committee the perfidy of
the troops who guarded the Baftille, and the
ncceflity of fending fuccour to thofe, who,
without order or {ufhicient force, had com-
menced the attack. Mean time the fury of
the people was dire&ed againft the mayor,
who cndeavoured by various fubterfuges to
appeale the rage which had been excited by
his vain promifes of procuring arms. He
had, it is true, feveral times difperfed the
multitude by fending them to different places
with orders for arms, where he knew they
were not to be found; and now, to filence
the fufpicions that threatned to break out in
fome dreadful aéts of violence, involving the
whole committee in the fame deftru&ion, he
offered to make one of the third deputation ;
the fecond appearing to be detained, to re-
monftrate with Delaunay, and try to prevent
an effufion of blood. A drum and colours
were ordered to attend them, becaufe it was
fuppofed, that the want of fome fignal had

pievented
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prevented the others from executing their
commiffion.

Shortly after their departure, however, the
fccond deputation returned, and informed the
committee, that, in their way to the Baftille,
they had met a wounded citizen, carried by
his companions, who informed them, that he
had received a fhot from a fufil, fired from
the Baftille into the fireet St. Antoine;
and that immediately after they had been
ftopped by a crowd, who wete guarding three
invalids, taken firing on their fellow citizens.
Judging by thefc events, added they, that the
danger was increafing, we haftened our fieps,
animated by the hopc of putting a ftop to
fuch an unequal combat. Arrived within a
hundred paces of the fortrefs, we perceived
the foldiers on the towers firing upon the
fireet St. Antoine, and we heard the report
of the guns of thc citizens in the court, dif-
charged on the garrifon. Drawing ncarcr,
we made feveral fignals to the governor, which
were either unobferved, or difregarded. We
then approached the gate, and faw the pcople,
almoft all witheut any thing to defend them-
felves, ruthing forward cxpofed to the brifk
fire of artillery, that hailed dire@ly down

upon
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ppon them, making great havoc. We pre-
vailed on thofe who had arms, to ftop firing
€or 2 moment, whillt we reiterated our fignal
of peace; but the garrifon, regardlefs of it,
continued their difcharges, and we had the
grief to fee fall, by our fides, {everal of the
people, whofe hands we had ftopped. The
courage of the reft, again inflamed by indig-
nation, pufhed them forward,-—-Our re-
monftrances, our prayers, had no longer any
ellect ; and they declared, that it was not a
deputation they now withed for.--It was the
{iege of the Baftille—the deftruétion of that
horrible prifon---the decath of the govcrnor,
that they demanded, with loud cries. Re-
pulfed by thefe brave citizens, we partook
their momentary indignation, fo fully jufti-
ficd by the abominable a&t of perfidy, with
which they charged the governor.~—They
then repeated to us the information which
has already reached you-—that in the morn-
ing a crowd having approached the Baftille
to demand arms, the governor had allowed a
certain number to enter, and then had fired
upon them, Thus the treafon of the gover-
nor had been the firft fignal of a war, that he
himfelf had begun with his fellow citizens,

and
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and feemed willing to continue obftinately,
fince he refufed to attend to the deputation.
Through all parts it was now refounded.——¢ Let
us take the Baftille ’—-And five pieces of can-~
non, conduted by this cry, werc haftening to
the a&ion.

Some time after, the third deputation alfo
came back, and recounted, that, at the fight of
their white flag, one had been hoifted on the top
of the Baflille, and the foldiers had grounded
their arms ;—that, under the aufpices of thefe
enfigns of peace, the deputics had engaged the
people, inthe name of the permanent com-~
mittec, to retire to their difiris, and take the
meafures the moft proper to re-eflablifh tran-
quillity=—and, that this rctreat was altually
taking place ; the people all naturally palling
through the court where the deputation re-
mained.—When, notwithftanding the white
emblem of a pacific difpofition, difplayed on
the tower, the deputies {faw a piece of cannon
planted dire@ly at the court, and they re-
ceived a fudden difcharge of mufketry, which
killed three perfons at their feet—that this
atrocity, at the moment they were calm-
ing the people, had thrown them into a tranf~
port of rage; and many of them had even
held their bayonets at the breafts of the depu-

ties 3
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ties; faying, ¢ you are alfo traitors, and have
¢ brought us here that we might be more
¢ eafily killed’—-and it would have been difficult
to calm them, if one of the deputies had not
bid them oblerve, that they fhared thc fame
danger. The cffervefcence then abating, they
haftened back and met 500 of the french guards,
followed by the cannons taken at the invalids;
all marching with a quick ftep, crying that
they were going to take the Baftille. One
of the deputies, who had been feparated from
the reft, further recited j—that having been
obliged to {fcramkble over the dead and dying
to clcape, the people, who recognized him as
an cle@ory defived him to fave himfelf—for
that the trcafon was manifeft. ¢ It is rather
¢ you, my friends, he replied, who ought to
¢ retire ; you who hinder our foldiers and
¢ cannons from entering thisencumbered court,
¢ where you are all going to perifh, for no
¢ purpofe.” But, that they interrupted him
ina tranfport, exclaiming—¢No!-—No! our
¢ dead Dodies will ferve to fill up the trench.’
He therefore retired with the balls hiffing
about his ears. Thefe recitals, and the rumour
of the fecond a& of treachery, fpreading

through
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through the city, violently agitated minds
already alive to fulpicion.

Freth crowds continually rufhed into the
bétel-de~ville, and again they threatened to fct
fire to it, repeating how many times the
mayor had deceived them. And, when he
attempted to calm them by making plaufible
excufcs, they ftopped his mouth by faying,
with one voice,—* he feeks to gain time by
¢ making us lofe our’s” Two intercepted bil-
lets alfo having been read aloud, addreffed to
the principal officers of the Baftille, defiring
them to ftand out, and promifing fuccour ;
increafed the public fury, principally di-
rected againft the governor of the Baflille,
the mayor, and even the permanent com-
mittee.—Outcry followed outcry, and naked
arms were held up denouncing vengeance—
when an old man exclaimed, my friends, what
do we here with thefe traitors !—Let us
march to the Baftille! at this cry, as at a
fignal of vicory, all the people haftily left
the hall, and the commiitee unexpectedly
found themfelves alone.

In this moment of folitude and terrour, a2
man entered with affright vifible on every

feature, faying, that the fquare trembled with
the
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the rage of the people; and that they had
devoted all of them to death.—* Depart I’ he
exclaimed, running out, ¢ fave yourfelves
¢ while you can—or you are all loft !’ But
they remained ftill ; and were not long per-
wmitted in filence to anticipate the approach of
danger; for one party of people following
anothcr, brought in a number of their wound-
ed companions :——and thof¢ who brought
them, deferibed with paffion the carnage of
the citizens facrificed under the ramparts of
the Baflille.  This carnage, the military offi-
cers attributed to the diforder of the attack, and
to the intrepidity of the affailants ftill greater
than the diforder.

The accounts of the flaughter, neverthelefs,
were certainly very much exaggerated ; for
the fortrefs appears to have been taken by the
force of mind of the multitude, prefing for-
ward rcgardlefs of danger. The ardour of
the beficgers, rather than their numbers, threw
the garrifon into confufion; for the Baftille
was juftly reckoncd the firongeft and moft
terrific prifon in Europe, or perhaps in the
world. It was always guarded by a confider~
able number of troops, and the governor had
been previoully prepared for it’s defence ; but

the
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the utiexpe@ted impetuofity of the parifians
was fuch as nothing could withftand, Tt is
certain, that Delaunay, at firft, defpifed the
attempt of the people ; and was more anxious
to fave from injury or pillage, a fmall elegant
houfc he had built in the outer court, than
to avoid flaughter, Afterwards, however, in
the madnefs of defpair, he is faid to have
10lled down large maffes of ftone from the
platform on the heads of the people, to have
endeavoured to blow up the fortrefs, and
cven to kill himfelf. The french guards, it is
true, who mixed with the multitude, were
of cffential fervice in florming the Baftille, by
advifing them to bring the cannon, and take
fome other meafuves, that only military ex«
pericnce could have di¢tated; but the en-
thufia{m of the moment rendered a knowledge
of the art of war ncedlefs; and refolution,
more powerful than all the engines and bat-
teries in the world, made the draw-bridges
fall, and the walls give way.

Whilft then the people wete carrying every
thing before them, the committce only
thought of preventing the further effufion of
blood. Another deputation was therefore
nominated, more numerous than had hitherto

9 been
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been fent; and they were juft fetting out on
this errand of peace, when fome voices an-
nounced, that the Baftille was taken, Little
attentjon, howcever, was paid them ; and the
news was fo improbable, that the impreflion
made by the rumouyr was not fufficiently
firong to flop the outrages of the mob, who
ftill were menacing .the mayor,and the com-
mittee.—~\When a frefh uproar, heard at firft
at fuch a diflance that it could not be dif-
tinguithed, whether it were a cry of viory or
of alarm, advancing with the crath and rapidity
of a temnpeft, came o confirm the unlooked for
intclligence.-——For the Baftille was taken !

At the inftant cven the great hall was
inundated by a crowd of all ranks, carry-
ing arms of every ‘kind.—The tumult was
inexpreffible-—~and to increafe it, fome one
called out, that the hotel was giving way,
under the mingled fhout of viftory and trea-
fon! vengeance and liberty !—About thirty
invalids and fwifs foldiers -were then dragged
into the hall, whofe death the multitude im-
perioufly demanded.—Hang them ! Hang
them ! was the univerfal roar.

An officer of the queen’s regiment of guards
(M, Eli¢) ywas brought in on the fhoulders of

the
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the tonquerors of the Baftille, and proclaimed
by them, as the firft of the citizens, who had
jult made themfelves mafters of it. The efforts
he ufed to reprefs the teftimonies of. honour,
which were lavifhed on him, were of no avail ;
and he was placed, in fpite of his modefty, on'a
table oppofite the committee, and {urrounded
by the prifoners, who feemed to be ftanding
in fearful expe&ation of their doom. In this
fituation he was: crowned, and trophies of
armis awkwardly .placéd around, to which
fentiment and circumftances gave dignity.
All the plate taken at the Baftille was brought
to him, and his comrades prefled him, iin the
moft earneft manner, to accept'if, as the richeft
fpoil of thé vanquifhed enemy. But.he res
fufed with firmnefs, explaining the motives
of his refufal fo eloquently, he perfuaded all
who heard him, that the {poil did not belong
to them ; and that patrioti{fm, jealous only of
glory and honour, would blufh at receiving
a pecuniary recompenfe.—And, making a
noble ufe of the afcendency which he had
over the .people, he began to recommend
moderation and clemency.—But he was foon
interrupted by the account of the death"of
Delaunay ; feized in the court of the Baftille,

Oz and
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and dragged by the furious populace almoft
to the Adtel-de-ville, before he was maflacred.
--And foon after the death of three other
oflicers was reported,

The prifoners liftened to thefe tales with
the countenances of victims ready to be
facrificed, whilft the exafperated crowd de-
manded their inflant execution. One of
the elc@ors fpoke in their favour, but was
fcarcely permitted to go.on. The people,
indeced, were principally enraged againft three
of the invalids, whom they accufed of being
the cannoneers, that had fired fo brifkly on
the citizens, One of them was wounded, and
confequently infpired more compafion. The
marquis de la Salle placed himfelf before this
poor wretch, and forcing, in fome degree, the
people to hear him, he infifted on the autho-
rity which he ought to have as commander in
chief; adding, that he only wifhed to fecure
the culprits, that they might be judged with
all the rigour of martial law. The people
fecmed to approve of his reafoning ; and tak-
ing advantagc of this favourable turn, he made
the wounded invalid pafs into another apart-
ment.—But, whilft he was preferving the life
of this unfortunate man, the mob hurried the

other
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other two out of the hall, and immediatcly
hung them on the adjacent lamp-poft ¥, The
cfHervelcence, neverthelefs, in {pite of this
overflowing of fury, ftill continued, and was
not even damped by thefe cruel a&ts of retalia-
tion. Two {entiments agitated the public
mind---the joy of having conquered, and the
defire of vengeance, Confufed denunciations
of treafon refounded on all fides, and cach
individual was eager to thow his fagacity in
difcovering a plot, or fubftituted fufpicion
inftead of conviftion with equal obftinacy.
The mayor, however, had given fufficient
proofs of his difpofition to fupport the court,
to juftify the rage which was breaking out
againft him; and a gencral cry having been
raifed around him, that it was neceflary for
him to go to the palais royal, to be tried by
his fellow citizens, he agrecd to accompany
the people.

Mean time the clamour againft the reft
of the invalids redoubled. But the french
guards, who entered in groups, requefted
as a recompenfe for the fervice which
they had rendered to their country the par-

O3 don

* The lamp-pofts, which arc only to be found in fquarcs,
and places where there are not two rows of houfes, arc much
mai¢ fubftantial than in England,
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don of their old comrades; and M. Elie
joined in the requeft ; adding, that this favour
would he more grateful to his heart, than all
the gifts and honours which they withed to
lavifh on him. Touched by his eloquence,
fome cried out——Pardon! and the fame emo-
tion fpreading throughout the circle—Pardon!
Pardon! fucceeded the ferocious demand of
vengeance, which had hitherto flifled fym-
pathy. And to affure their fafety, M. Elic
propofed making the prifoners take an oath of
fidclity to the nation and the city of Paris: and
this propofition was received with teftimonies
of general fatisfalion, The oath being ad-
miniftercd, the french guards furrounded the
prifoners and carried them away, in the midft
of them, without meeting with any refiftance.
The committee now endeavoured to re-
, cftablith {omething like order, for in the
&tumfu’lﬂt,the table had been broken déwn, and
deftruction menaced on every fide—when a
man entered to inform them, that an un-
known, but, indeed, a merciful hand had
fhot the mayor, and thus by the only poffi-
blc mean fnatched him from the popular
fury. ‘The whole tenour of his condué, in
f2&, juftified the charge brought againft him,
5 and
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and rendered at leaft this effe® of public
indignation excufable—So excufable, that
had not the paflions of the people, exalperated
by defigning men, afterwaids been direCed
to the commiffion of the moft barbarous atro-
cities, the vengeance of this day could hardly

be cited as acts of injuftice or inkumanity.
The Baftille was taken about four o’clock
in the afternoon; and after the ftruggle to
fave the prifoners, {ome neceflary regulations
were propofed, to fccure the public fafety.
The condu& of the men in office had {o irri-
tated the people, that the cry againft arifto-
crats was now raifed ; and a number of per-
fons of diftinGtion were brought to the
bétel-de-ville this evening, by the reftlefs
populace, who, roving about the {lreets,
feemed to create fome of the adventures, which
were neceflary to employ their awakened [pi-
rit.  Breathlefs with victory, they, for the
moment, gave a loofe to joy ; but the {founds
of exultation dying away with the day, night
brought back all their former apprehenfions ;
and they liftened with frefh affright to the
report, that a detachment of troops was pre-
paring to enter one of the barriers.  Not,
therefore, allowing themfelves to fleep on
04 their
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their conquering arms, this was, likewife, a
watchful night ; for the taking of the Baftille,
though it was a proof of the courage and refo-
lution of the parifians, by no means {ecured
them againft the infidious fchemes of the
court. They had thown their determination
to refit oppreflion very forcibly ; but the
troops that excited their refiftance were fiill
apparently waiting for an opportunity to de-
firoy them. Every citizen then hurried to
his poft, for their very {fuccefs made them the
more alive to fear. The focfin was again rung,
and the cannon that had forced the Baftille
to furrender dragged haftily to the place of
alarm. The pavement of the adjacent ftreets
was torn yp, with aftonifhing quicknefs, and
carried to the tops of the houfes ; where the
women, who were equally animated, ftood
prepared to hurl them down on the foldiers.
—All Paris, in fhort, was awake; and this
vigilance either fruftrated the defigns of the
cabal, or intimidated the hoftile force, which
never appeared to have entered with earneft-
nefs into it’s meafures. For it is probable,
that fome decifive ftroke had been concerted ;
but that the officers, who expected by their
prefence only to have terrified into obedience

the
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the citizens, whofe courage, on the con-
trary, they roufed, were rendered irrefolute
by the difaffection of the foldiers. Thus was
the nation faved by the almoft incredible
exertion of an indignant people ; who felt, for
the firft time, that they were fovereign, and
that their power was commenfurate to their
will. This was certainly a fplendid example,
to prove, that nothing can refift a people
determined %0 live free ; and then it appeared
clear, that the freedom of France did not
depend on a few men, whatever might be
their virtues or abilities, but alone on the will
of the nation.

During this day, while the parifians were
fo active for it’s fafety, the natipnal affembly
was employed in forming a committee, to be
charged with digefling the plan of a conftitu-
tion, for the dcliberation of the whole body :
tp fecure the rights of the people on the cter-
nal principles of reafon and juftice ; and
thereby to guarantee the national cignity and
refpe@ability. Towards the evening, the un-
certainty of what was paffing at Paris, the
myfterious conduét of the cabinet, the pre-
fence of the troops at Verfailles, the fubflan-
tiated fa&ls, and the fufpeted profcriptions,

gave
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gave to this fitting the involuntary cmotions,
that muft naturally be produced by the ap-
proach of a catafirophe, which was to decide
the falvation or deftru&ion of a ftate. Mira-
beau, firm to his point, thowed the neceflity
of infifting on the fending away the troops
without delay ; and foon after the vifcount de
Noailles, arriving from Paris, informed them,
that the arms had been taken from the Aitel-
des-invalides ; and that the Baftille was actu-
ally befieged. The firft impulfe was for them
to go altogether, and endeavour to open the
king’s eyes; but, after fome refle&tion, a
numcrous dcputation was nominated ;—to in-
it on the removal of the troops; and to
fpeak to his majefty with that energetic frank-
nefs, fo much more neceflary as he was de-
ceived by every perfon by whom he was fur-
rounded. Whilft they were abfent, two per-
fons, fent by the eleCtors of Paris, informed
the affembly of the taking of the Batftille, and
the other events of the day ; which were re-
peated to them, when they returned with the
king’s vague anfwer.

A fecond deputation was then immediately
fent, to inform him of thefe circumftances:
~~T0 which he replied--* You more and

¢ more
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¢ more diftrefs my heart, by the recitals you
¢ bring me of the miferies of Paris, But I
¢ cannot belicve, that the orders which I have
¢ given to the troops, is the caufe of them: I
¢ have, therefore, nothing to add to the
¢ anfwer that you have already received from
¢ me.’

This reply tended to increafe the general
alarm ; and they determined again to prolong
the fitting all night; either to be ready to
receive the enemy in their facred {unétion, or
to make a laft effort near the throne to fuc-
cour the metropolis, Nothing could furpafs
the anxious {ufpenfe of this fituation ; for the
moft refolute of the deputics were uneafy
refpefling their fate, becaufe their perfonal
fafety was conneQed with the falvation of
France. Their noturnal converfation naturally
turned on the late events that had taken place
at Paris ; the commotions in the provinces;
and the horrours of {famine, ready to confume
thofe whom a civil war fpared. The old men
fought for an hour of repofe upon the tables
and carpets ; the fick refted on the benches.---
All fiw the fword fulpended over them, and
over their country——and all feared a morrow
fiill more dreadful,

Imprefled
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Imprefled by their fituation, and the danger
of the ftate, one of the deputies (the duke de
Liancourt) left his poft, and fought a private
audience with the king, with whom he
warmly expoftulated, pointing out the critical
fituation of the kingdom; and even of the
royal family, t{hould his majefty perfift to
fupport the prefent meafures, Monfieur, the
king’s eldeft brother, and not only the moft
honeft, but the moft fenfible of the blood
royal, immediately coincided with the duke,
filencing the reft of the cabal. They had at
firft trcated with contempt the intelligence
received of the Baftille’s being taken; and
now were fo ftunned by the confirmation,
that, at a lofs how to dire& the king, they
left him to follow the counfel of whoever
dared to advife him.-—And he, either con-
vinced, or perfuaded, determined to extricate
himfclf out of the prefent difficulties, by
yielding to ncceflity.

On the morning of the1§th, the national
aflembly, not informed of this circumftance,
refolved to fend another remonftrance to the
king ;-—and Mirabeau, giving a fketch of the
addrefs, drew a rapid and lively piGure of
the exigencies of the moment, ¢ Tell him,’

faid
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fuid he, ¢ that the hordes of forcigners, by
¢ whom we are belieged, have yefterday been
¢ vifited by the princes and princefles, their
¢ favourites, and their minions, who, lavithing
¢ on them carefles and prefents, exhorted them
¢ to perfeverance—tell him, that the whole
¢ night thefe foreign fatellites, gorged with gold
¢ and: wine, have, in their impious camp,
¢ predicted the fubjugation of France, and,
¢ that they invoked, with brutal vehemence,
¢ the deftru@tion of the national affembly—
¢ tell him, that, even in his own palace, the
¢ courtiers have mingled in the dance to the
¢ found of this barbarous mufic—and, tcll him,
¢ that fuch was the fcene, which announced
¢ St. Bartholomew.
¢ Tell him, that the Henry, whofe memory
¢ the world blefles, the anceftor, whom he
¢ ought to wifh to take for a model, allowed
¢ provifion to pafs into Paris in a ftate of re-
¢ volt, when he was in perfon befieging it;
¢ whilft his fetocious counfellors are turning
¢ back the flour, that the courfle of commerce
* was bringing to his faithful and famithed
¢ city.)’
The deputation left the hall ; but was
ftopped by the duke de Liancourt; who in-
formed
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formed them, that the king was then coming
to reftore them to tranquillity and peace.
Every heart was relieved by this intelligence ;
and a cynic, probably, would have found lefs
dignity in the joy, than the grief of the affem-
bly. A deputy, however, moderated thefe
firft emotions, by obferving, that thofe tran-
fports formed a fhocking contraft with the
diftrefs which the people had already endured.
-~Hc added, ¢ that a refpe@ful filence was
¢ the proper reception of a monarch during a
¢ moment of public forrow : for the filence of

¢ the people is the only leffon of kings.’
Shortly after, the king appearcdin the affem-
bly, ftanding uncovered ; and without any
attention to ceremony. He addrefled the
reprefentatives of the people with artful affec-
tion : for as it is impoffible to avoid comparing
his prefent affe&ionate ftyle, with the cold
contempt with which he anfwered their re-
peated remonftrances the preceding evening,
it is not judging harfhly to defpife the affec-
tation, and to fuggeft, that it was diGated
rather by felfith prudence than by a fenfe of
juftice, or a feeling of humanity. He
lamented the diforder that reigned in the
capital, and requefted them to think of fome
method
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method to bring back order and tranquillity.
He alluded to the report, that the perfonal
fafety of the deputies had been menaced j and,
with contemptible duplicity afked, if his
well-known charadter did not give the lie to
fuch a rumour.—Reckoning then, he con-
cluded, an the love and fidelity of his fubjeds,
he had given orders to the troops to repair to
more diftant. quarters-——and he authorized,
nay, invited them, to make known his inten-
tions tp the metropolis.

This {peech was interrupted and followed
by the moft lively exprefion of applaufe;
though the fagacity of a number of the depu-
ties could not poflibly have been clouded by
their {ympathy: and the king returning to
the palace on foot, great part of the affembly
efcorted him, joined by a concourfe of peo-
ple, who rent the air with their benedi&ions.
The declaration of Louis, that, trufting to
the reprefentatives of the people, he had
ordered the troops to withdraw from Ver-
failles, being fpread abroad, every perfon, feel-
ing relieved from the oppreflion of fear, and
unfhackled from the fetters of defpotifin,
threw” off care; and the national aflembly
immediately appointed eighty-four of it’s moft

refpectable
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refpedtable members, to convey to Paris the
glad intelligence ; that the harraffed parifians
might participate in the joy they had procured
the affembly, by the moft noble exertions.
Arrived at Paris, they were received with
enthufiafm, as the faviours of their country;
and {aw there more than a hundred thoufand
men in arms, formed into companies; {how-
;ing the fuperiority of a nation rifing in it’s
own defence, compared with the mercenary
/ machines of tyranny. The tranfports of the
people, and the fympathy of the deputies,
muft have formed a highly interefting fcene :
fuccefs elevating the heart for the moment,
and hope gilding the future profpect.—But
the imagination would languidly pourtray
this dazzling funfhine, deprefled by the recol-
leGtion of the finifter events, that have fince
clouded the brfight beams. Precluded then
by melancholy refle@ions from rejoicing with
the happy throng, it is neceffary to turn our
attention to the circumftances, from which
mankind may draw inftru&ion :—and the
firft that prefent themfelves to our noticé are
thofc which difconcerted the flagitious plan
of the miniftry ;—the regulations that pre-
ferved order in the metropolis ;—~the aftonifh-

4 ing
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ing redu&ion of the Baftille ;—the union of
the french guards with the citizens ;—the
prompt eftablithment of a city militia ;—and,
in thort, the behaviour of the people, who
fhowed neither a thirft for pillage, nor a fond-
nefs for tumult.

The court by their criminal enterprifes had
entirely diforded the political machines, that
fuftained the old worn out government*;
which, worm-eaten in all it’s pillars, and
rotten in all it’s joints, fell at the firft hock—
never to rife again. The deftrution of the
Baftille—that fortrefs of tyranny! which for
two centuries had been the thame and terrour

of

* < In Auguft 1778,” fays Lally-T'olendal, ¢ the laws were

¢ overturned ; and twenty-five millions of men without juflice
¢ or judges ;---the public treafury without funds, and with.
¢ out refource ;---the fovereign authority was ufurped by the

¢ minifters ;---and the people without any other hope than
¢ the ftates-general ;---yet without confidence in the promife
¢ of the king.’

And, Mounier alfo gives a fimilar fketch. < We have not
‘a fixed or complete form of government---we have not 2
¢ conftitution, becaufe all the powers are confounded---be.
¢ caufe no boundary is traced out.---The judicial power is
‘not even' feparated from the legiflative.---Authority is
¢ difperfed ; it's various parts are always in oppofition ; and
¢ amidft their perpetual fhocks the rights of the lower clafs
¢ of citizens are betrayed.---The laws are openly defpifeds
¢ or rather we are not agreed what ought to be called laws.’

p
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of the metropolis ¥, was the fentence of deathy
of the old conftitution.

"The junction of the three orders in fa& fecur-
ing the power of the national affembly, and
making the court appear a cypher, could not fail
to prove {orely mortifying to it’s old minions ;
and the fuccefs of the people on the 14th of
july proclaiming their fupremacy, the cour-
ticrs, reforting to their old arts, fuggefted to
the king a line of conduét the moft plaufible
and flattering to the inconfiderate partizans of
a revolution ; whilft it betrayed to the more
difcerning a diflimulation as palpable as the
motives of the advifers were flagrantly inter-
efted. For their vicws being narrowed by
the depravity of their charater, they imagined,
that his apparent acquiefcence, exciting the
admiration and affe&tion of the nation, would
be the fureft mode of procuring him that con-

fequence

* In the Baftille, it is true, were found-but feven prifoners,
---Yet, it ought to be remarked, that three of them had
loft their reafon---that, when the fecrets of the prifon-houfe
were laid open, men ftarted with horrour from the infpec-
tion of inftruments of torture, that appeared to be almoft
worn out by the exercife of tyranny---and that citizens
were afraid even for 2 moment to enter the noifome dungcons,
an which their fellow-creatures had been confined for years.
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{equence in the government, which ultimately
might tend to overthrow what they termed
an upftart legiflature ; and, by the appropria-
tion of chances, reinftate the tyranny of un-
limited monarchy.

This ferious farce commencced previous to
that memorable epocha ; and in marking the
prominent features of the events that led to
the difafters, which have fullied the glory of
the revolution, it is impoflible to keep too
near in view the arts of the aing parties ;
and the credulity and enthufialm of the peo-
ple, who, invariably directing their attention
to the fame point, have always been governed
in their fentiments of men by the moft popu-
lar anarchifts. For this is the only way to
form a juft opinion of the various changes of
men, who, fupplanting each other, with fuch
aftonithing rapidity, have produced the moft
fatal calamities.

The cabinet, indeed, the better to difguife
their fecret machinations, made the king de-
clare, the 23d of june, that ¢ he annulled and
¢ diffolved all powers and reftrictions, which
*by cramping the liberty of the dcputies
¢ would hinder them either from adopting the

Pa ¢ form
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¢ form of deliberation by orders feparately, or
¢in common, by the diftin&t voice of the
¢ three orders,’ abfolutely gave his fanéion for
conftituting the national affembly one and in-
divifible.—And in the fame declaration, arti-
cle the Gth, he fays, ¢that he will ot fuffer the
¥ cabjers, or mandates, to be regarded as diGta-
¢ torial ; for they were only to be confidered as
¢ imple inflru@ions, intrufted to the confcience
¢ dnd free opinion of the deputies, who have
¢ been chofen.” This was giving them un-
bounded latitude for their adtions.—This was
not only a tacit confent to their proceedings ;
but it was granting them all his authority to
framc a conftitution.—It was legalizing their
altions, even according to the arbitrary rules
of the old defpotifm; and abrogating in a
formal manner that imaginary authority, the
fanétion of which, at a former period, would
have been neceflary to their exiftence as re-
prefentatives of the people.—DBut happily that
period had paffed away ; and thofe men, who
had known no rule of a&ion paramount to
the commands of their fovereign, were now
fufficiently enlightened, to demand a reftitu-
tion of their long-eftranged rights ;~—and a
conftitution, upon which they could confoli-

datc their liberty and national fraternity.
This
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This imperious demand was irrefiftible s
and the cabinet, unable to check the current
of opinion, had recourfe to thofe firatagems,
which, leading to their ruin, has buried in
the wreck all that vain grandeur elevated on
the fpoil of induftry, whilft it’s gilding ob-
fcured the fad objeGs of mifery that pined
under it’s fhade. Lively fanguine minds,
difgufted with the vices and artificial manners
produced by the great inequality of conditions
in France, naturally hailed the dawn of a new
day, when the Baftille was deftroyed; and
freedom, like a lion roufed from his lair, rofe
with dignit'y, and calmly fhook herfelfi---
With delight they ‘marked her noble pace,
without ever {uppofing that the tiger, who
thirfts for blood, and the whole brutal herd,
muft neceflarily unite againft her.-—Yet this
has been the cafe ; the dogs of war have been
let loofe, and corruption has {warmed with
noxious life.~--But let not the coldly wife
exult, that their heads were not led aftray by
their hearts ; or imagine, that the improve-
" ment of the times does not betoken a change
of government, gradually taking place to
meliorate the fate of man ; for, in {pitc of the

P3 perverfe
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perverfe conduct of beings {poilt by the old
{fyftem, the preponderancy of truth has ren-
dered principles in fome refpects triumphant
over men ; and inftruments of mifchief have
wondered at the good which they have una
wittingly produced.

CHAP. IV.



CHAPTER IV.

SEFLECTIONS ON THE CONDUCT OF THE COURT axnp
KING, INJURIOUS CONSEQUENCES OF THE COMPLI-
CATION OF LAWS. GENERAL DIFFUSION OF KNOW-
LEDGE. STATE OF CIVILIZATION AMONGST THE
ANCIENTS. IT’S PROGRESS. THE CROISADES, AND
THE REFORMATION., EARLY FREEDOM OF BRITAIN.
THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION., FATEGF LIBERTY IN
EUROPE. RUSSIA. DECLINE OF THE ARISTOTELIAN
PHILOSOPEY. DESCARTES. NEWTON. EDUCATION
IMPROVED. GERMANY. FREDERIC II.OF PRUSSIA.

THE effe&t produced by the duplicity of
courts muft be very great, when the vicifli-
tudes, which had happened at Verfailles,
could not teach every perfon of common
fenfe, that the moment was arrived, when
fubterfuge and treachery could no longer
efcape deteCtion and punifhment; and that
the only poffibility of obtaining the durable
confidence of the people was by that firict at-
tention to juftice, which produces a dignified
fincerity of action. For after the unravelling
of the plot, contrived to cheat the expe&ation
of the people, it was natural to fuppcfe, that
they would entertain the moft wakeful {ufpi-
cion of every perfon who had been privy
to it,

P It
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It would have been fortunate for France,
and the unhappy Louis, if his counfellors
could have profited by experience. But, ftill
purfuing the old track, bounding over the
mine, the burfting of which had for a moment
difconcerted them, we fhall find, that the
continual diflimulation of the king, and the
ftratagems of his advifers, were the principal,
though perhaps not the fole caufe of his ruin.
Tc appears to have fometimes miftrufted the
cabal; yet, with that mixture of facility and
obftinacy in his charalter, the concomitants
of indolence of mind, he allowed himfelf to
be governed without attempting to form any
principle of action to regulate his conduét
For if he had cver really defired to be ufeful
to his people, and to-lighten their accumu-
lated burdens, as has been continually infift-
ed, he was aftonithingly defe@ive in judg-
ment not to fee, that he was furrounded with
fycophants, who fattened on their hearts
blood,. ufing his own hand to brand his name
with infamy. It may poffibly be urged in
reply, that this yielding temper was a proof
of the king’s benign defire to promote the fe-
licity of his fubjecs, and prevent the horrours
of anarchy. To confute fuch remarks, it is

2 only
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only neceflary to Rate, that the preparations
which had been made to diffolve the national
affembly, and to reducc the people to entire
fubje@ion, if they were not his immediate
contrivance, muft have had his {fan&ion, to
give them efficiency ; and that the tergiverfa-
tion, which he employed on this occafion,
was {ufhicient to make every other tranfa&ion
of his reign fufpeCted. And this will be found
to be the cafe in all the fteps he afterwards
took to conciliate the people, which were lit-
tle regarded after the cvaporation of the lively
emotions they excited; whilft the want of
morals in the court, and even in the affembly,
made a prevailing mifiruft produce a caprici-
oulncfs of condu@ throughout thc empire.
Perhaps, it is vain to expedt, that a depraved
nation, whatever examples of heroifm, and
noble inftances of difinterefted condud, it may
exhibit on fudden emergencics, or atthe firft
ftatement of an ufeful reform, will ever purfue
with fteadinefs the great obje@s of public
good, in the dire& path of virtuous am-
bition.

If the calamities, however, which have fol-
Jowed in France the tuking of the Baftille, a
noble cffort, be attributed partly tc ignorance,

or
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or only to want of morals, the evils are in no
degree leflened; neither does it juflify the
condu& of the virulent oppofers of thofe
manly exertions infpired by the voice of rea-
fon. ‘The removal of a thoufand grinding
oppreflions had been demanded ;—and pro-
mifcd, to delude the public; who finding, at
laft, that the hopes, which had foftened their
mifery, were likely to be blafted by the in-
trigues of courtiers, can we wonder, that the
worm thefe courtiers were trying to crufh,
turned on the feot prepared to ftamp it to no-
thing.

The complication of laws in every country
has tended to bewilder the underftanding of
man in the fcience of government; and whilft
artful politicians have taken advantage of the
ignorance or credulity of their fellow citizens,
it was impoflible to prevent a degeneracy of
morals, becaufe impunity will always be a
ftimulus to the paflions. This has been the
caufe of the infincerity, which has fo long dif~
graced the courts of Europe, and pervading
every clafs of men in their offices or employ,
has extended it’s poifon throughout the higher
orders of fociety; and it will require a fim-
plification of laws, an cftablithbment of equal

rights,
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rights, and the refponfibility of minifters, to
fecure a juft and enlightened policy. But till
this be effcéted, it ought not to furprize us,
fhould we hear the mock patriots of the day
declaiming about public reform, merely to
anfwer {finifter purpofes; or fthould we chance
to difcover, that the moft extolled characters
have ben attuated by a miferable felfithnefs,
or prompted by corroding refentment, to ex-
ertions for the public good ; whilft hiftorians
have ignorantly attributed the political advan-
tages, which have been attained by a gradual
improvement of manners, to their refolution,
and the virtuous exercifc of their tzlents.

And we ought not to be difcouraged from
attempting this fimplification, becaufe no
country has yet been able to do it; fince it
{eems clear, that manncrs and government
have been in a continual and progreflive ftate
of improvement, and that the extenfion of
knowledge, a truth capable of demontftration,
was never at any period {o general as at
prefent.

If at one epocha of civilization we know,
that all the improvements which were made
in arts and {ciences were fuddenly overturned,
both in Greece and Rome, we need not in-

quire,
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quire, why fuperficial reafoners have been in-
duced to think, that there is only a certain
degree of civilization to which men are capa-
ble of attaining, without receding back to a
ftate of barbarifm, by the horrid confequences
of anarchy; though it may be neceffary to
obferve, that the caufes which produced that
event can never have the fame effe¢t again :—
becaufc a degree of knowledge has been dif-
fufed through fociety by the invention of
printing, which no inundation of barbarians
can cradicatc. Befides, the improvement of
governments do' not now depend on the ge-
nius of particular men; but on the impetus
given to the whole focicty by the difcovery of
ufeful truths, The oppofers then of popular
governments may tell us, if they pleafe, that
Themiftocles had no motive in faving his
country, but to gratify his ambition ; that
Cicero was vain, and Brutus only envious of
the growing greatnefs of Czfar.—Or, to ap-
proach our own times ;---that, if the fuperci-
lious Wedderburne had not offered an indig-
nity to Franklin, he never would have become
an advocate for amcrican independence; and
that, if Mirabcau had not {uffered in prifon,
he never would have written againft the /er-

Ireg
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ires de cacket, or efpoufed the caufe of the
people.——All of which aflertions I am willing
to admit, becaufe they exadly prove what I
wifth to enforce; namely, that-—though bad
morals, and worfe laws, have helped to de-
prave the paflions of men to fuch a degree, as
to make the benefits which fociety have de-
rived from the talents or exertions of indivi-
duals to arife from felfith confiderations, ftill
it has been in a ftate of gradual improvement,
and has arrived at fuch a pitch of comparative
perfeCtion, that the moft arbitrary govern-
ments in Europe, Ruflia excepted, begin to
treat their fubjeéts as human beings, fecling
like men, and with fome powers of thinking,
The moft high degree of civilization
amongft the ancients, on the contrary, {eems
to have confifted in the perfe@ion the arts,
including language, attained ; whilft the peo-
ple, only domefticated brutes, were governed
and amufed by religious thows, that {tand on
record as the moft egregious infult ever offer-
ed to the human underftanding. Women
were in a ftate of bondage ; though the men,
who gave way to the mofl unbridled excefics,
even to the outraging of nature, expected that
they fhould be chafte; and tock the oniy
‘ method
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rcthod to render them fo in fuch a depraved
flate of fociety, by ruling them with a rod of
iron ; making them, excepting the courtezans,
merely houfchold, breeding animals.

The ftate of flavery, likewife, of a large
proportion of men, tended probably, more
than any other circumftance, to degrade the
whole circle of focicty. For whilft it gave
that air of arrogance, which has falfely been
called dignity, to one clafs, the other acquired
the fervile mien that fear always imprefles on
the relaxed countenance. It may be delivers
ed, I fhould imagine, as an aphorifm, that
when one leading principle of a@ion is found-
ed on injuflice, it fophifticates the whole cha-
racter.

In the fyftems of government of the an-
cients, in the perfe&ion of the arts, and in
the ingenious conjectures which fupplied the
place of fcience, we fee, however, all that the
human paflions can do to give grandeur to the
human charadter; but we only fee the hero-
ifin that was the effe& of paffion, if wc ex-
cept Ariftides. Tor during this youth of the
world, the imagination alone was cultivated,
and the {ubordinate underftanding merely ex-
ercifed to regulate the tafte, without cxtend-

ing
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ing to it’s grand employ, the forming of prin-
ciples.

The laws, made by ambition rather than
reafon, treated with contempt the facred equa-
lity of man, anxious only to aggrandize, firft
the ftate and afterwards individuals: confe-
quently, the civilization never extended be-
yond polifhing the manners, often at the ex-
pence of the heart, or morals; for the two
modes of expreflion have, I conceive, precife-
ly the fame fignification, though the latter
may have more extent. To what purpofe
then do femi-philofophers exultingly fhow,
that the vices of one country arc not the vices
of another; as if this would prove, that mo-
rality has no folid foundation ; when all their
examples are taken from nations juft emerg-
ing out of barbarifm, regulating focicty on
the narrow fcale of opinions fuggefted by their
paffions, and the neceflity of the moment?
\Vhat, indeed, do thefe examples prove? Un-
lefs they be allowed to fubftantiate my obfer-
vation, that civilization has hitherto been
only a perfeGtion of the arts; and a partial
melioration of manners, tending more to em-
bellith the fuperiour rank of fociety, than te
improve the f{ituation of all mankind, Sen-
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timents were often noble, {fympathies juft—
yet the life of moft men of the firft clafs was
made up of a feries of unjuftacts, becaufe the
rcgulations thought expedient to cement fo-
ciety, did violence to natural juftice. Vene-
rable as age has rcndered many of thefe re-
gulations, cold fubftitutes for moral princi-
ples, it would be a kind of facrilege not to
ftrip them of their gothic vefts. And where
then will be found the man who will fimply
fay—that a king can do no wrong; and that,
committing the vileft crimes to fully his mind,
his perfon ftill remains facred ?—~Who will
darc to affert, that the prieft, who takes ad-
vantage of the dying fcars of a vicious man,
to cheat his heirs, is not more defpicable than
a highwayman ?—or that obedience to pa-
rents fhould go one jot beyond the deference
due to reafon, enforced by affe&tion?—And
who will coolly maintain, that it is juft to
deprive a woman, not to infift on her being
treated as. an outcaft of fociety, of all the
rights of a citizen, becaufe her revolting heart
turns from the man, whom, a hufband only
in name, and by the tyrannical power he has
over her perfon and property, fhe;can neither
love nor refpe@, to find comfort in a more

congenial



(225 )

congenial or humane bofom? Thefe are a
few of the leading prejudices, in the prefent
conftitution of fociety, that blaft the bloffoms
of hope, and render life wretched and ufe-
lefs—-And, when fuch were tolerated, nay,
reckoned facred, who can find more than
doubtful traces of the perfeGtion of man in a
fyftem of aflociation pervaded with fuch
abufes? Voluptuoufnefs alone foftened the
chara&ter down to tendernefs of heart; and
as tafte was cultivated, peace was fought, ra-
ther becaufe it was convenient, than becaufe
it was juft. But, when war could not be
avoided, men were hired by the rich to fecure
to them the quiet enjoyment of their luxuries ;
fo that war, become a trade, did not render
ferocious all thofe who direétly, or indire&ly
waged it

When, therefore, the improvements of ci-
vil life confifted almoft entirely in polifhing
the manners, and exercifing the tranfient
fympathies of the heart, it is clear, that this
partial civilization muft have worn itfelf out
by deftroying all cnergy of mind. And
the weakened characer would then naturally
fall back into barbarifm, becaufe the higheft
degree of {enfual refinement violates all the

Q genuine
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genuine feelings of the foul, making the un-
derftanding the abje& flave of the imaginati-
on. But, when the advances of knowledge
thall make morality the ‘real bafis of focial
union, and not it’s thadow the matk of felf-
ithnefs, men cannot again lofe the ground
fo furely taken, or forget principles, though
they may accomplithmenrs.

And that a civilization founded on reafon
and morality is, in {a@, taking place in the
world, will appear clear to all thofe, who
have confidered the atrocious vices and gi-
gantic crimes, that {fullied the polifh of anci-
ent manners.  What nobleman, even in the
flates where they have the power of life and
death, after giving an elegant entertainment,
would now attra& the deteftation of his com-
pany, by ordering a domeftic to be thrown
into a pond to fatten the fifh,*¥~—What tyrant
would dare, at this'time, to poifon his bro-
ther at his own table; or ftab his enemy’s
mother, not to mention his own, without co-

* The crueltics of the half civilized romans, combined
with their unnatural vices, even when literaturc and the arts
were moft cultivated, prove, that humanity is the ofispring
of the underflanding, and that the progrefs of the fciences
alone can make men wifer and happier.

louring
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louring over the deed? and do not the excla-
mations againft boxing matches, in England,
alfo prove, that the amphitheatre would not
now be tolerated, much lefs enjoyed? If the
punifhment of death be not yet abolithed,
torturcs worfe than twenty deaths are ex-
ploded, merely by the melioration of man-
ners, A human being is not now forced to
feed the lamp that confumes him ; or allowed
vainly to call for death, whilft the fleth is
pinched off his quivering limbs. Arc not,
likewife, many of the vices, that formerly
braved the face of day, now obliged to lurk,
like beafts of prey, in concealment, till night
allows them to roam at large. And the odivm
which now forces {everal vices, that then
paffed as merely the play of the imagination,
to hide their heads, may chafe them out of
fociety, when juftice is common to all, and
riches no longer ftand in the place of fenfe
and virtue. Granting then to the ancients
that favage grandeur of imagination, which,
clathing with humanity, does not exclude ten-
dernefs of heart, we fhould guard againft pay-
ing that homage to {entiment, only duc to
principles formed by reafon.

Q.2 Their
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Their tragedies, this is ftill but a cultiva-
tion of the:paflions and the tafte, have been
celebrated and imitated fervilely ; yet, touch-
ing the heart, they corrupted it ; for many of
the. fitions, that produced the moft ftriking
ftage effe@, were abfolutely immoral. The
fublime terrour, with which they fll the
mind, may amufe, nay, delight; but whence
comes the improvement? Befides, unculti-
vated minds are the moft fubjeé to feel afto-
nifhment, which is often only another name
for fublime f{enfations. What moral leflon,
for example, can be drawn from the ftory of
Ocdipus, the favourite fubjet of fuch a num-
ber of tragedies ?—The gods impel him on,
and, led imperioufly by blind fate, though
perfe@ly innocent, he is fearfully punifhed,
with all his haplefs race, for a crime in which
ki, will had no part.

Formerly kings and great men openly def-
pifed the juftice they violated ; but, at pre-
fent, when a degree of reafon, at leaft, regu-
lates governments, men find it neceﬂ"a:ry to
put a glofs of morality on-their actions,
though it may not be their {pring. And even
the jargon of crude fentiments, now intro-
duced into converfation, {hows to what fide

4 leans



{ 229 )

Jeans vanity, the true thermometer of the
times.—An _afleftation of humanity is the af-
fc@tation of the day ; and men almoft always
affect to poflefs the virtue, or quality, that is
rifing into eftimation.

Formerly a man was fafe only in one civi-
lized patch of the globe, and even there his
life hung by a thread. Such were the {fudden
viciffitudes, which, keeping the apprehenfion
on the firetch, warmed the imagination, that
clouded the intellect. At prefent a man may
reafonably expe@t to be allowed tranquilly to
follow any fcientific purfuit; and when the
underftanding is calmly employed, the heart
imperceptibly becomes indulgent. It is not
the fume with the cultivation of the arts, Ar-
tifts have commonly irritable tempers; and,
inflaming their paflions as they warm their
fancy, they are, generally fpeaking, licenti-
ous; acquiring the manners their productions
tend to {pread abroad, when tafte, only the re-
finement of weakened {enfations, {ftifles manly
ardour.

Tafte and refined manners, however, were
fivept away by hordes of uncivilized adven-
turers; and in Europe, where fome of the
feeds remained, the ftate of fociety flowly

Q.3 meliorating



(230 )
meliorating itfelf till the feventcenth century,
nature feemed as much defpifed in the arts,
as reafon in the {ciences. The different pro-
feflions were much more knavifh than at pre-
fent, under the veil of folemn ftupidity.
Every kind of learning, asin the favage ftate,
confifled chiefly in the art of tricking the vul-
gar, by imprefling them with an opinion of
powers, that did not exift in nature—The
pricft was to fave their {fouls without morality;
the phyfician to heal their bodies without me-
dicine ; and juftice was to be adminiftered by
the immediate interpofition of heaven :~—all
was to be done by a charm. Nothing, in fhort,
was founded on philofophical principles; and
the amufements being barbarous, the manners
became formal and ferocious. The cultivation
of the mind, indeed, confifted rather in ac-
quiring languages, and loading the memory
with facts, thanin exercifing the judgment ;
confequently, reafon governed neither law,
nor legiflation; and literature was equally de-
void of tafte. The people were, ftrictly fpeak-
ing, {laves ; bound by feudal tenures, and ftill
more oppreflive ecclefiaftical reftraints; the
lord of the domain leading them to flaughter,

like flocks of fheep; and the ghoftly father
drawing
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drawing the bread out of their mouths by the
idlet impofitions. The croifades, however,
{reed many of the vaffals 5 and the reformati-
on, forcing the clergy to tuke 2 new ftand,
and become more moral, and even wifer, pro-
duced a change of opinion, that {con appearcd
in humanizing the manners, though not in
improviug the different governments.

But whilit all Europe was enflaved, fuffer-
ing under the caprice or tyranny of defpots,
whole pride and reftlefs ambition continually
diflurbed the tranquillity of their neighbours ;
the britons, in a great degree,preferved the
liberty=thatthey firft recovered. This fingu-
lar fclicity was not Titore ‘owing to the infular
fituation of their country, than to their fpirit-
ed efforts; and national profperity was the re-
ward of their exertions. Whilt, therefore,
englithmen were the only free people in ex-
iftence, they appear to have been not only
content, but charmed with their conftituticn
though perpetually complaining of the abufcs
of their government. It was then very natu-
ral, in fuch an elevated fituation, for them te
contemplate with graceful pride their compa-
rative happinefs ; and taking for granted, that
it was the model of perfe@ion, they never

Q.4 feern
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feem to have formed an idea of a fyftem more
fimple, or better calculated to promote and
maintain the freedom of mankind.

‘That {yftem, {o ingenious in theory, they
thought the moft perfect the human mind was
capable of conceiving; and their contentions
for it’s fupport contributed more to perfuade
them, that they actually poffeflcd an exten-
five liberty, and the beft of all poffible go-
vernments, than to fecure the real pofleffion.
However, if it had no fpecific bafis befide
magna charta, till the habeas corpus a& pafl-
ed ; or before the revolution 'of 1688, but the
temper of men; it is a {ufficicnt demonftra-
tion, that it was a goévernment refting on
principles emanating from the confent, if not
from the fenfe of the nation.

Whilft liberty had been confumed by the
lafcivious pleafures of the citizens of Venice
and Genoa ;—corroded in Switzerland by a
mercenary ariftocracy ;~entombed in the
dykes of the covetous Hollanders ;—driven
out of Swcden by an affociation of the no-
bles ;—-and huntcd down in Corfica by the
ambition of her neighbours ;—France was in-
fenfible to hér value ;—Italy, Spain, and Por-
tugal, cowering under a contemptible bigo-

1y,
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try, which fapped the remains of the rude
liberty they had enjoyed, formed no political
plans ;—and all Germany was nct only cn-
{laved, and groaning beneath the weight of
the moft infulting civil tyranny, but it’s
fhackles were riveted by a redoubtable milita-
ry phalanx.—Defpotifm, in fa&, had exifted
in that vaft empire for a greater length of time
than in any other country;—whilft Ruffia
ftretched out her arms with mighty gralp,
embracing Europe and Afia. Sullen as the
amphibious bear of the north; and fo chilled
by her icy regions, as to be infenfible to the
charms of {ocial life, fhe threatened alternate
deftru@ion to every flate in her vicinity.
Huge in her projects of ambition, as her em-
pire is extenfive, the delpotifm of her court
fecms as infatiable, as the manners of her
boors are barbarous.—Arrived at that flage of
civilization, when the grandeur and parade of
a palace are miftaken for the improvement. cf
manners, and the falfe glory of defolating
provinces for wifdom and magranimity, the
tzarina would fooner have abandoned her fa-
vourite plan of imitating the conduc of Peter
the great, in labouring to civilize her king-
dom, than havc allowed freedom to {ind a

firu;
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firm feat in her dominions to aflift her. She
has vainly endeavoured, indced, to make the
fweet flowers of liberty grow under the poi-
fonous fhade of defpotifm ; giving the ruffi-
ans a falfe tafte for the luxuries of life before
the attainment of it’s conveniences. And
this hafty attempt to alter the manners of a
people has produced the werft efle& on thejr
morals: mixing the barbarifm of one ftate of
fociety, deprived of it’s fincerity and fimpli-
city, with the voluptuonfnefs of the other,
void of eclegance and urbanity, the two ex-
tremes have prematurely met.

Thus purfued and miftaken, liberty, though
ftill exifting in the fmall ifland of England,
yet continually wounded by the arbitrary pro-
ceedings of the britifh miniftry, began to flap
her wings, as if preparing for a flight to
more aufpicious regions—And the anglo-
americans having carried with them to their
place of refuge the principles of their ancef-
tors, fhe appeared in the new world with re-
novated charms, and {fober matron graces.

Freedom is, indecd, the natural and impre-
feriptible right of man; without the enjoy-
ment of which, it is impoffible for him to be-
come cither a reafonable or dignified being.

Freedom
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Freedom he enjoys in a natural ftate, in it's
full extent : but formed by nature for a more
intimate focicty, to unfold his intelle€uai
powers, it becomes neceflury, for carrying
into execution the main objets, which induces
men to eftablifh communities, that they fhould
{furrender a part of their natural privileges,
more effeCtually to guard the moft important.
But from the ignorance of men, during the
infancy of fociety, it was eafly for their leaders,
by frequent ufurpations, to create a dcipotifm,
which choking up the {prings that would have
invigorated their minds, they fcem to have
been' infenfible to the deprivations under
which they lived; and exifting like mere
animals, the tyrants of the world have con-
tinued to treat them only as machines to pro-
mote their purpofes.

In the progrefs of knowledge, which how-
ever was very tardy in Europe, becaufe the
men who ftudied were content to fee nature
through the medium of books, without mak-
ing any aCual experiments themfelves, thc
benefits of civil liberty began to be better un-
derftood : and in the fame proportion we find
the chains of defpotifm becoming lighter.

Still the fyftematizing of pedants, the in-
5 genious
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genious fallacy of priefts, and the {upercilious
meannefs of the literary fycophants of courts,
who were the diftinguifhed authors of the day,
continued to perplex and confound the under-
ftandings of unlettered men. And no {ooner
had the republics of Italy rifen from the afhes
of the roman jurifprudence, than their princi-
ples were attacked by the apoftles of Machia-
vel, and the efforts made for the revival of
frecdom were undermined by the infidious
tencts which he gave to his prince.

The arts, it is true, were now recovering
themfelves, patronized by the family of the
Medicis: but the {ciences, that is, whatever
claimed the appellation, had ftill to firuggle
with ariftotelean prejudices; till Defcartes
ventured to think for himfelf; and Newton,
following his example, explained the laws of
motion and gravity, difplaving the mecha-
nifm of the univerfe with wonderful per-
fpicacity ; for the analyfis of ideas, which has
fince diffufed fuch light through every branch
of knowledge, was not before this period ap-
plied even to mathematics.  The extenfion of
analytical truths, including political, which
2t firft were only viewed as fplendid theories,
now began to pervade every part of Europe ;

fteal~
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ftealing into the very feminaries of learn-
ing in Germany, where formerly {cholaftic,
dry theology, laborious compilations of the
wanderings of the human underftanding, and
minute collations of the works of the ancients,
had confumed the fervour of youth, and waft-
ed the patience of age. 'The college and the
court are always connected :—and literature
beginning to attract the attention of {everal of
the petty fovereigns of the empire, they were
induced to patronizethofe daring men who were
perfecuted by the public for attacking religious
or political prejudices; and allowing them
an afylum at their courts, they acquired a
relifh for their converfation. The amufc-
ments of the chace then yiclding to the plea-
fures of colloquial difquifition on fubje&s of
tafte and morals,. the ferocity of northern
defpotifm began imperceptible to wear away,
and the condition of it’s flaves to become
more tolerable.

Education, in particular, has becn ftudied ;
and the rational modes of inftru&icn in ufe-
ful knowledge, which are taking place of the
exclufive attention formerly paid to the dead
languages, promife to render the germans, in
the courfe of half a century, the mofl enlight-
ened people in Europe. Whilft their {im-

piicity
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plicity of manners, and honefty of heart are
in a great degree preferved, even as they
erow more refined, by the fituation of their
country ; which prevents that inundation of
triches by commercial fources, that deftroys
the morals of a nation before it’s reafon arrives
at maturity,

Trederic the 11d of Pruffia, with the moft
ardent ambition, was neverthelefs as anxious
to acquire celebrity as an author, as he was
fame as a foldicr. By writing an examination
of Machiavel’s Prince, and the encouragement
he gave to literary talents and abilities, he
contributed very much to promote the acquire-
ment of knowledge in his dominions ; whilft,
by granting his confidence to the philofophical
Hertzberg, the adminiftration of his govern-
ment grew confiderably milder.

His fplendid reputation as a foldier con-
tinued to awe the refllefs ambition of the
princes of the neighbouring ftates, which
afforded an opportunity to the inhabitants of
the empire to follow, during the reign of
tranquillity, thofe literary purfuits, which
became fafhionable cven at the half civilized
court of Peterfbourg. It now, indeed, ap-
peared certain, that Germany would gain in’

future
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futurc important political advantages; for
men were beginning to prefume to think,
and fcanned the condu& of the fupercilious
Jofeph with freedom, treating his vanity
with contempt.

It is by thus teaching men from their youth
to think, that they will be enabled to recover
their liberty ; and ufeful learning is already
{fo far advanced, that nothing can ftop it’s
progrefs :—1 fay peremptorily nothing; for
this is not the era hefitatingly to add, fhert
of fupernatural events. And though the un-
juftifiable proceeding of the englifh courts of
juftice, or rather of the arbitrary chicf judge
Mansfield, who eftablifhed it as a law pre-
cedent, that the greater the truth the greater
the libel, tended materially to prevent the
authors of the american war from being
attacked for thofe tyrannical fteps, that ulti-
mately tended to ftop the progrefs of know-
ledge and the diffemination of political truth ;
yet the clamour which was raifed againft
that unpopular war is a proof, that, if juftice
flept, liberty of thought had not forfaken the
ifland.

The overweening prefumption, however,
of men ignorant of true political frience;

who
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who beheld a nation profperous beyond ex-
ample, whilft all the neighbouring ftates were
languifhing, and knew not how to account for
it; foolithly endeavouring to preferve this prof-
perity, by mad attempts to throw impediments
in the way of thofe very principles, which had
raifed Great Britain tothe elevated rank fhe has
attained in Europe, ferved only to accelerate
their diffufion. And France being the firft
among the nations onthecontinent, that had ar-
rived at a civilization of manners, which they
have termed the only art of living, we find
was the firft to throw off the yoke of her old
prejudices.

It was at this crifis of things, that the
defpotifm of France was completely over-
turned, and twenty-five millions of human
beings unloofed from the odious bands, which
had for centuries benumbed their faculties,
and made them crouch under the moft igno-
minious fervitude—And it now remains to
obferve the effe&t of this important revolu-
tion, which may fairly be dated from the tak-
ing of the Baflille.

AN
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