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255. TO LOUIS BLANC?

India House
Mercredi
[21856]
MoN CHER MONSIEUR Louis BLANC

Je n’ai recu votre aimable billet que ce matin—Je regrette bien ne pas pouvoir
profiter de votre invitation pour ce soir et je vous prie de croire que je n’en
désire pas moins la réalisation de I'espérance que vous m’avez donnée de vous
voir plus souvent et de comparer mes idées avec les votres sur les grandes
questions qui occupent aujourd’hui tous les esprits élevés. Je vous engage a
ne pas vous décourager de venir & mon bureau par I'idée que vous me déran-
gerez. La semaine dernicre a été exceptionnelle pour moi. Ordinairement, &
I'exception du mercredi, mes occupations de bureau sont de nature & pouvoir
étre ajournées au moins pour une heure ou deux.
votre dévoué

J. S. MILL

256. TO ARTHUR HARDY1!

East India House
Jan. 21, 1856
MY DEAR MR HARDY

My wife has told you that we were much interested in the account of the
Institution? you have founded at Adelaide. Such means for the education of
the young & the useful instruction of the old, are more important, if that be
possible, in a new than even in an old country, as the helps & instruments to
self cultivation are apt to be more scanty, & what is done or left undone now,
will determine in a great measure what part the future Australian nation will
take in the advancement of the world.

1. MS at Bibliothéque Nationale. Paper bears watermark: 1856.
* * * *
1. MS at LSE, with a small envelope addressed in JSM’s hand: Arthur Hardy Esq. /
Adelaide / South Australia / and marked across: Jan. 7 1856.
Harriet Taylor Mill’s favourite and youngest brother.
2. An educational institution for working people. See Letter 262.
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You are aware that Mr Duffy® has lately emigrated to Australia. His im-
mediate destination is Melbourne but in case anything should lead him to
Adelaide I have ventured to assure him that you would be glad to see him or
to be useful to him. He is a very valuable acquisition both privately & pub-
licly to any colony in which he may determine to establish himself.

My wife’s health has been very precarious since her attack of hemorrhage*
but this last summer & autumn it has improved, & I have great hopes that
she at last will now recover from that attack. She has suffered greatly both
in feelings & in health from the unprincipled conduct of Arthur Ley & his
wife about the Trusteeship of her marriage settlement.® Her wish alone
ought to have been sufficient to make him resign it—but when the imme-
diate ground of our asking it was (tho’ of course not so said to him) that
she knew from Caroline herself that he was not only in pecuniary difficulties
but that there was a deficiency in his accounts as Treasurer of a Turnpike
Trust, a man with the ordinary amount of honour & honesty would have
been anxious to do so. Herbert’s not joining in the request® was entirely
immaterial as the settlement gives the power exclusively to her, & his not
choosing to ask it was merely an instance of his usual contradictory dispo-
sition. My wife has sent you a copy of Caroline’s letter, full of vulgar taunts
& malevolent insinuations. You might suppose from this that she had given
some offence to Mrs Ley, or that there had been some previous quarrel, but
there had been nothing of the kind—for some reason of her own, & very
foolishly, Mrs Ley suddenly changed from her usual professions of great
affection & regard, to this insulting letter, & this is the only answer she has
given. My wife’s last letters both to her & Arthur Ley remain unanswered.

I found that the only legal protection in our power against a fraudulent
trustee is to lay a distringas” on the stock which prevents the possibility of its
being transferred without notice given. This would enable us to apply to the
Court of Chancery for an injunction. I have therefore taken this precaution,
without which any accident to the other trustee would leave my wife’s & the
children’s property entirely insecure.

Pray present my compliments to Mrs Hardy & believe me

very sincerely yours

J.S. MiLL

3. Charles Gavan Duffy had left England for Australia on Oct. 8, 1855. Some time
before he left he had conferred with JSM, who deplored his resignation from Parlia-
ment (see C. G. Duffy, My Life in Two Hemispheres, II, 124-25).

4. At Nice in the autumn of 1853.

5. Arthur Ley, husband of Harriet’s sister Caroline, and William Thomas Thornton,
JSM’s associate at the India House, were trustees of Harriet Mill’s estate from her
first husband. At this time Thornton was ill, and Harriet feared that her and her
children’s money might be left in Ley’s hands.

6. Ley had said he would resign the trusteeship if Herbert, who managed his
mother’s financial affairs, requested him to, but Herbert declined.

7. A distraining writ.
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257. TO GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE?

Blackheath
April 1. 1856
DEAR SIR

I am sorry to hear that you have got into the difficulty you mention,? and
am willing to assist. But first I must request you tell me exactly how much of
the £130 you see any prospect of raising and whether £ 130 is the whole of
what you can be called on to pay in consequence of bills accepted by you for
Mr Leblond.

Tam
yrs faithfully
258. TO GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE!
East India House
April 5, 1856
DEAR SIR

I inclose a cheque for £70, being a loan of £35 each from myself and
another friend of freethinking opinions.? This sum I think will complete the
amount you require.®

You must excuse me for saying that in making yourself liable for Mr
Leblond’s bill transactions you were throwing money which you could not
spare into the mere gulf of a bankruptcy—injuring yourself and those depen-

1. MS draft at LSE. In reply to Holyoake’s letter of March 26, 1856, also at LSE.

2. In his letter of March 26, 1856 Holyoake recalled the £ 10 loan he had received
from JSM in 1854 (see Letter 118, n.9) and asked for his help in a new financial crisis.
Holyoake explained that he had agreed to accept bills for a friend, Robert Le Blond,
whose business had recently failed. Le Blond, secularist, had been active among the
Chartists, and treasurer of the Political Refugee Committee. Since Le Blond was both
a personal friend and a generous financial supporter of Holyoake’s publishing enter-
prises, Holyoake felt he “could not be the first to desert him,” though he realized the
risk he was taking. Holyoake went on to explain, that Le Blond “quite lost his reason
and fled the country, #ll, penniless, and insane: and has left three bills amounting to-
gether to £130 to meet in May. And I am quite ruined unless aided with some loan.”
The Reasoner (Feb. 17, 1856, pp. 49-50) had reported a party given to Le Blond on
Jan. 30 by the Secular Society to express sympathy for his illness and troubles.

* ¥ ® *

1. MS in the possession of Co-operative Union Ltd., Holyoake House, Manchester.
MS draft in Harriet’s hand at LSE. In reply to Holyoake’s of April 2, MS at LSE, as
are also his reply of April 5 and a receipt.

2. George Grote. His letters of March 31 and April 6 to JSM on the subject are at
LSE.

3. See preceding Letter.
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dent on you without doing your friend any good, and throwing away the
possible means of serving him afterwards. It would have been a totally differ-
ent thing if by so doing you could have saved him. I am

yrs faithfully
J. S, MiLL.

259. TO HARRIET MILIL!

Le Pont
on the Lac de Joux
Wed” eve
[Aug. 13. 1856]

I have done pretty well, dearest one, to get here in one day from Besangon
—to do which I had to take a char at Orbe but I walked most part of the way,
which was very agreeable after going to Pontarlier bmﬁl;p;ste ona
most uncomfortable outside seat, & stewing inside the diligence from Pon-
tarlier to Orbe, seeing little or nothing. But I am well recompensed darling by
this place. How very much I wish my own only one could see it. It is the very
picture of peace. From my window I look quite up the lake & to the end of
its valley which is called even on fingerposts Lavallée (par excellence). It is
five or six leagues in length but you see entirely down or rather up the vista
as it is quite straight, & the lake, though small compared with those we have
lately seen, yet long enough & broad enough for beauty, lies between its
bright green slopes which though very high for the Jura, do not shew their
height from the great elevation of this valley but are covered with the richest
& finest Jura pastures & Jura woods. The villages, this & another smaller one,
do not in the least detract from the air of quiet—they are all large well look-
ing houses, evidently inhabited only by their inhabitants, & looking straight
upon the lake. The water itself is as peaceful as it is bright & clear. It has no
apparent outlet, being entirely imbedded in hills—a bend (the only one) in
the valley just at this place separates the Lac de Joux from a very beautiful
smaller lake below it, quite shut in by mountains, but the water all seems to

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Madame / Madame John Stuart Mill / Poste
Restante / & Paris. Postmarks: ORBE / 14 / AOUT /56, SUISSE; A PONT ?77/ 15/
AOUT / 56, and one illegible. Part published in Hayek, pp. 251~52, but misdated 1855.

JSM and his wife, accompanied by Helen and Algernon Taylor, spent much of
July and August in Switzerland. At the end of the trip, Harriet went on to Paris, and
JSM made a side expedition of a week’s walking tour of the French Jura,
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come out under ground into the Valorbe, another valley at a great depth
below this, & so cut off from it that the road to this does not even lie through
that: T enjoy the place much & you may suppose I am very well when I say
that after climbing the Mont Tendre, a most beautiful mountain, one of the
highest of the Jura, which with a rest on the grass at the top & the return took
six hours, I only staid half an hour to eat a crust of bread & drink a whole jug of
milk, & set off again to climb another mountain & make a round which took
another five hours—& I am not now more tired than is agreeable. The views
of the Alps here are splendid, especially that from the Mont Tendre—in spite
of a great deal of haze towards Berne & Savoy. I saw the snowy range for a
great distance, Mont Blanc tolerably & the Dent du Midi, the nearer Valais
mountains & the whole lake of Geneva from end to end well, also the lake of
Neuchétel, the whole Jura, & France I should think nearly to Dijon. The
evening walk was still finer: the bit of Valorbe which I descended to get to
the source of the Orbe (the place where the water of the two lakes is supposed
to come out) equals anything I ever saw—a narrow gorge between precipices
but itself full of the richest Jura verdure of pasture & wood so high as almost
to hide the precipices: & the source with its exquisite clearness & great mass
of water coming out from under an amphitheatre of precipice in the heart of
a wood far surpasses Vaucluse. I also went over in the rocks above a really
immense cave but without any stalactites. If my beloved one was with me I
could stay here with pleasure the whole week—the inn would do—a little
below the mark of St. Martin but larger rooms. As it is I shall leave tomorrow:
for quiet enjoyment one requires to be two—by oneself there is nothing but
activity. I have been much tempted to go to Annecy—being so near & finding
that those who left Besancon with me were to get to Geneva the same evening
by aid of railway & steamboat. But I have resisted the temptation & shall go
to Yverdon tomorrow—if the rest of the Jura were to be like this I should
lose nothing. I shall put in this letter probably at Yverdon & I hope to be in
time for the steamer & to land not at Neuchatel but at St Aubin on the west
bank from which Murray says it is but four miles to the Creux du Vent. What
I shall do afterwards I do not know except that I shall return to Besancon
from la Chaux de Fonds & shall try first to see Weissenstein & the Val Mou-
tiers. This place has rather spoilt me for other places & this lake for other
lakes. How very different a surroundment my darling’s has been these two
days. No doubt she is now in Paris & I so hope in a not unpleasant lodging.
Though I am very glad to have been here I am not half reconciled to the
separation from my dear one—& the more I like the place the more I long
for her presence. But I will try to make the time as useful as possible for my
health & you see I have begun well today. Adieu my dearest wife with a
thousand Joves & kisses—your own
J.S.M.
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260. TO HARRIET MILL1

La Chaux de Fonds
Sunday evé
Aug. 17. [1856]

My dearest love, I wrote twice to Paris, once on Wednesday & once on
Friday,* which I hope came safely to her dear hands. The last brought me to
that pretty little place Sonceboz, which lies at the junction of a valley & two
gorges, one going downward & the other upward, both most beautiful: the
valley is that of St Imier & is a good deal like the Val Travers. It is a very
small neat village & would be very quiet, but as it is on the principal road into
Switzerland by way of Bale, & the diligences & voitures all stop here, there is
generally some bustle going on. The inn is decidedly good, as well as decidedly
cheap: I was charged 1% franc a day for a good bedroom & bed, & the same
for my usual breakfast: % franc a day for service. I got out at % past 8 yester-
day & explored the whole of the Val Moutiers: going through the upper of
the two gorges & through the Pierre Pertuis, which is not a tunnel being not
longer than a mere gateway, the gorge being singularly closed by a mere wall
of rock. This led into the Val Moutiers at Tavannes, for many miles beyond
which it was an open valley in the full glare of the sun: the beauty consists in
two narrow defiles, one above the other below Moutiers. I dined at a one
o’clock table d’héte at Moutiers & then walked on to the last turn in the
further of the two defiles, from which the end of it is seen at a short distance.
They are fine, but to us who have seen so much, not extraordinary: you have
only to imagine a cleft winding through precipitous fir clad rocks of great
height, in general just large enough for the road & the little river. The oddity
is that the flat thick tables of which this rock is composed, instead of lying
horizontal one on another, have been thrown up on end & stand vertically—
& as many of them have mouldered or been washed out, those which remain
are in some places like buttresses or gigantic bits of wall at right angles to the
road. From Moutiers I took a car part of the way back (to Tavannes) &
arrived a little before 8. This morning I started at % past 5 in the coupé of the
malle poste along the Val St Imier (green & full of villages) then over a
dividing ridge to this place—which is not at all like what I expected. Murray’s
description of a great straggling village, composed of cottages each standing in
its bit of ground, is as opposite to the truth as can be conceived—it would be
thought in England a compact town, & there is not a cottage in it—all large

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Madame / Madame John Stuart Mill / Poste
Restante / Boulogne sur Mer / France. Postmarks: 7?? / 18 / AOUT / 56, LOCLE /
19 AOUT / 56, and others illegible.

2. This letter has not been located

= rp——
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houses & large blocks of houses, abutting at once on green fields at the out-
skirts, in a way which reminded me of Brighton—there are about half a dozen
houses which have bits of garden in front like our suburbs & about half a
dozen square patches of garden ground within the limits of the town: it has
nothing whatever of a village except that it is macadamized instead of paved.
Murray’s description must be copied from some old one: it looks an upstart
place, having no promenades or planted trees like Neuchtel though it has
more inhabitants. Murray is equally out as to the country, which he calls
bleak, desolate & bare of wood. It is one of the open valleys with sloping sides
& those have fewer trees than the narrow ones, but this has many & is most
cheerful & inspiriting. I have had a beautiful walk: first to a pass called the
Col des Loges, about half way to Neuchatel which is noted for the view of the
Alps, & though it was very hazy, I saw a part of them very well: then a round
over the summits climbing another noted mountain called Téte du Rond® (or
something sounding like it) from which the view of the Alps, Jura &c is still
finer, then back through woods, over mountains & across the loveliest green
valleys. The mountains though high are not a great height above this valley
which is itself extremely high. I do not like the town; it is the only blemish in
the [paper torn] Tomorrow I go to Locle & the Saut du Doubs, & that will be
the finale. I have taken my place for Tuesday for Besancon when I shall have
the happiness of finding a letter from her & in two days after I shall see her
again. It seems already an enormous time since I parted from her. Time never
seems long when I am with her, whether it is at home or travelling. I believe
this journey has set me up as to health—I am afraid it has done very little for
[paper torn] to the heat [paper torn]

261. TO GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE!

Blackheath
Sept. 21. 1856

DEAR SIR—On returning a few days ago from the Continent I found your
note inclosing the reprint of my wife’s article in the W.R.? on the enfranchise-
ment of women. I think you were not justified in reprinting it without asking

3. Téte de Rang.

* ¥ * ¥

1. MS draft at LSE, as is also Holyoake’s reply of Sept. 26, 1856.

2. “Enfranchisement of Women.” See Letters 28 and 35.

Holyoake reprinted and sold as a pamphlet many thousand copies of the article,
under the title, “Are Women Fit for Politics? Are Politics Fit for Women?” In his
autobiography, Sixty Years of an Agitator’s Life (2 vols., London, 1892), I, p. 225,
Holyoake, forgetting this rebuke, says that he obtained permission from Mrs. Mill,
through JSM, to circulate her article.
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the permission of the author which you could easily have done through me,
still less with many errors in the reprint. I have marked the principal of them
in the margin of the copy you sent. One particularly offensive is the excessive
vulgarity of substituting “woman” for “Women”; this occurs in several places
and in the first paragraph. One of the purposes of writing the article was to
warn the American women to disunite their cause from the feeble sentimen-
tality which exposes it to contempt & of which the stuff continually talked &
written about “woman” may be taken as a symbol & test,—& it is therefore
very disagreeable to the writer to see this piece of vulgarity prominent on the
face of the article itself.

We are glad to hear that there was one lady at the Convention® who ob-
jected to the nonsense attacked in the concluding paragraph.+

I am yrs vy truly

262. TO ARTHUR HARDY!?

Blackheath
Sept. 29. 1856.

My DEAR HARDY—I did not receive your letter until more than a fortnight
after its arrival, as we had not yet returned from our summer excursion, which
this year was to Switzerland—& since we have been at home I have had so
many things to write & to do that I have been unable to answer it until now.
What you say concerning your Institution for working people appears to me
encouraging: the success of the library seems to be everything that you could
have hoped for, & that, besides being the thing of most importance, will
probably in the end lead to the success of the other part of your plan: it is
very satisfactory too that the example has been so speedily followed in other
quarters.

The trust is in exactly the same state as when I last wrote to you.? We sent
your letter to M Ley, but with no result. Any one who would write such a

3. The Women’s Rights Convention discussed in the article, at Worcester, Mass.,
in Oct., 1850.

4. In the next-to-last paragraph of her article Mrs. Mill attacks sentimentality and
other vague declamatory elements in women’s struggle for the suffrage, especially in
one part of the resolutions introduced at the Worcester meeting (Dissertations, Brit.
ed. I, 448, Am. ed. I1I, 130).

* o ¥ x

1. MS draft at Johns Hopkins. Filed in envelope addressed: Arthur Hardy Bsq./
Adelaide / South Australia. Fourth paragraph published in Elliot, I, 188-89,

2. See Letter 256.
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letter as she wrote to my wife without any other provocation than being asked
to act honorably in the matter, has evidently no wish to do so. You are no
doubt the only person whose opinion would have weight enough to induce her
to do anything she does not like, and we therefore have still some hope
that the thing will be done. It will depend on whether or not she thinks the
doing it necessary to your satisfaction. I think it most unjust that my wife sh?
be [hampered?] by feeling that her affairs are partly in the hands of persons in
all ways so untrustworthy & so ill affected towards her.

We read every book we can get about the Australian colonies always with
fresh interest. They seem to be most prosperous & rapidly progressive com-
munities; & that this is not wholly owing to the gold, is proved by the state of
your colony where there are no diggings. I certainly think the Wakefield
system, unpopular as it now is in Australia, & badly as it has been adminis-
tered in some of the colonies, has been one of the chief causes of their un-
exampled growth. Wakefield® you know has been for several years in New
Zealand. If he should ever visit the colony which he planned & founded, & the
only one in which his system has been faithfully executed, you will find him
well worth knowing: he is not a mere man of one idea, but has great general
power of mind & energy of character. My name would be a sufficient intro-
duction to him.

I suppose Macaulay’s 3¢ & 4t volumes* are as popular at Adelaide as in
London. They are as you say, “pleasant reading but not exactly history.” His
object is to strike, & he attains it, but it is by scene painting—he aims at
stronger effects than truth warrants, & so caricatures many of his personages
as to leave it unaccountable how they can have done what they did. If Sarah
duchess of Marlborough® had been nothing but a thoroughly unprincipled
shrew without talent or any one valuable or amiable quality (as he makes her)
could she have been, by mere personal influence, for many years the most
powerful person in England? This disregard of consistency & probability
spoils the book even as a work of art. What a difference between it & Grote’s
Hist. of Greece,® which is less brilliant, but far more interesting in its simple ,
veracity & because, instead of striving to astonish he strives to comprehend &
explain.

3. Edward Gibbon Wakefield (1796-1862), English colonial statesman. The system
he devised for the colonization of Australia provided for the sale of land at a fixed
price, and for the application of the proceeds to a fund for the promotion of immigra-
;L(::n.lgor JSM’s discussion of the Wakefield system, see Pol. Econ., Book V, chap. x1,

4. The third and fourth volumes of Macaulay’s History of England from the Acces-
sion of James II were published in 1855; the first two vols. had been published in 1848.

5. JSM was referring to chaps. vit and xv of Macaulay’s History.

6. George Grote, History of Greece (12 vols., London, 1846~56). For JSM’s re-
views of successive vols., see Letter 1, n. 2.
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It is of no use writing to you about politics, as nowadays in the colonies you
are as well up in all political news as we are,
Pray present my compliments to Mrs Hardy & believe me

y™ very truly
JSM.

263. TO THE SECRETARY TO THE SUNDAY LEAGUE!

[November 1856]

SIR—I beg to acknowledge your letter of the 3¢ instant asking my objec-
tions to the address of the National Sunday League.2

The passage to which I principally object & which has hitherto made it im-
possible for me, consistently with my own convictions, to subscribe to the
League, is the following: “They themselves would be the first to oppose the
opening of any frivolous & vicious places of amusement.”

That the Committee should limit their own endeavours to the opening of
Institutions of a more or less scientific or literary character on Sundays may
possibly be judicious; but it is not necessary for this purpose that they should
join in stigmatizing the broader principle, the recognition of which I think
should be their ultimate aim. With regard to “vicious places of amusement,”
if there be any such, I would not desire that they should be open on any day
of the week. Any place unfit to be open on Sunday is unfit to be open at all.
But with regard to “frivolous” amusements I no more think myself justified
in limiting the people to intellectual than to religious occupations on that day,
& the Committee cannot but feel that if their disclaimer does them any service
with those whom it is intended to conciliate, it will be by being understood as
a protest against permitting, for example, music, dancing, & the theatre, all of
which I should wish to be as free on the seventh (or rather the first) as on any
other day of the week.

I am also unable to give my adhesion to various expressions in the Declara-
tion which partake of the nature of a compliance with cant; such as the “dese-

1. MS draft at Yale. Published in Elliot, I, 189-90. Note on verso in JSM’s hand:
Answer to Letter dated 3d November 1856 from the Secretary to the Sunday League.

2. The National Sunday League, active particularly between 1856 and 1859, sought
to “obtain the opening of the public museums, galleries, libraries, and gardens on Sun-
day, in London, and in the towns of England, Ireland, and Scotland, for the instruction,
recreation, and innocent amusement of the working class.” The League issued The
National Sunday League Record, edited by William Duthie, and numerous pamphlets.
For a summary of this propaganda, see Robert Cox, The Literature of the Sabbath
Question (2 vols., Edinburgh, 1865), II, pp. 313 and 378-80. See also “Sunday in Great
Britain,” WR, ns. IX (April, 1856), 426-56. For JSM’s comments on Sabbatarian

legislation, see On Liberty, chap. 1v. JSM was elected one of the vice-presidents of the
League in 1864.
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cration” of the Sunday, & the preservation of “its original purpose of a day of
devotion.” The devotion which is not felt equally at all times does not deserve
the name; and it is one thing to regard the observance of a holiday from
ordinary work on one day in the week as a highly beneficial institution, &
another to ascribe any sacredness to the day, a notion so forcibly repudiated
in the quotations from great religious authorities on your fourth page & which
1 hold to be as mere a superstition as any of the analogous prejudices which
existed in times antecedent to Christianity.
I am Sir
yrs very faithfully

263A. TO HERBERT FRY!

East India House
Nov. 14. 1856
SIR

I beg to acknowledge your letter dated the 10 November, expressing a
wish to include my portrait in a proposed publication of a series of Photo-
graphic Portraits, and in reply I beg to say that I have no desire to figure in a
collection as I do not think that my personal appearance can be a matter of
any interest to the general public.

I am Sir
yr obt servt
J.S. MiLL
264. TO LOUIS BLANC!
Blackheath

le 22 novembre [?1856]
Mo~ CHER MONSIEUR Louls BLANC

Yaurai grand plaisir & discuter avec vous les questions dont vous parlez
dans votre lettre et de profiter de vos observations. Justement je suis pour le
moment trés occupé & mon bureau. Si vous voulez bien venir diner, absolu-

1. MS in the National Portrait Gallery, London.

Herbert Fry (1830-1885), compiler of guide books and handbooks. At this time he
was compiling his National Gallery of Photographic Portraits (16 Nos., London
[1858]).

* * * *

1. MS at Bibliothéque Nationale.
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ment sans fagon, avec nous, vous ferez grand plaisir 4 ma femme et & moi.
Comme nous seront tout seuls, nous pourrons causer d’économie politique
et d’autres choses. Mardi nous sommes occupés, et mercredi il y a séance du
conseil de la Compagnie, qui me fait ordinairement rester plus tard que les
autres jours. Nous sommes libres jeudi ou vendredi, et je vous engage a venir
me prendre & mon bureau a quatre heures.

tout & vous

J. S. MILL

265. TO THE AUTHOR OF “CURRENCY SELF REGULATING & ELASTIC!

Elast] I[ndia] H{ouse] Nov, 24. 1856

Sir—I have to apologize for the delay in replying to your letter of the 7t
Novr requesting my opinion on your plan for the regulation of the Currency.?
I have received so many similar requests on this & other economical or philo-
sophical subjects that my whole time would scarcely suffice for complying
with them. I think I might fairly claim to be excused from examining any
more plans for an inconvertible currency,® & if I had not seen, on the first
inspection of your book, that it contained more knowledge of the subject &
more ability than I have usually observed in such projects, I certainly should
not have spared time to read it to the end.

But though I recognize the great distinction between you & the Birmingham
school,* or the writers who are now enlightening the world by their letters in
the Morning Post,’ I do not think your scheme more defensible than theirs.
To a writer who founds his practical suggestions on theoretic principles (as,
in spite of your sarcasms on political economy, you do) it will probably be

1. MS draft at Yale. Published in Elliot, I, 190-92. Added in JSM’s hand: care of
Messrs Longman & Co.

2. The pamphlet was entitled, Currency self-regulating and elastic, explained in a
letter to his Grace the Duke of Argyll; with introductory chapters on the nature of
capital and of money, and an historical sketch of British Currency systems (London,
1855).

3. That is, currency in which the paper bills are not convertible into coinage. In
general, JSM argued against inconvertible currency because abuses in issuing paper
money could lead to inflation. See his Pol. Econ., Book III, chaps. xu1 and xxiv.

4. A group proposing currency reform of an inflationary kind. Its leader was Thomas
Attwood (1783-1856), author of pamphlets on political and economic matters. In
1830 he had founded the Birmingham Political Union for the Protection of Public
Rights. For JSM’s objections to Attwood’s theories, see Pol. Econ., Book I1I, chap. xam,
sec. 4.

5. Letters, with one exception headed “The Currency” and signed with pseudonyms
such as “West Indian,” appeared in the Morning Post for Nov. 4, 1856, p. 3; Nov. 6,
p- 3; Nov. 7, p. 3; Nov. 18, p. 3; Nov. 20, p. 3; Nov. 21, p. 3; and Nov. 24, P 2.
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sufficient to say, that I dispute the basis of your theory, viz. the proposition
that in a community which makes large use of credit, an increase of currency
does not (unless by promoting speculation) influence prices. I grant that any
increase of paper currency which can take place under a convertible system,
usually passes off without having influenced any other prices than those of
securities: but only because the revulsion comes before the increased supply
of money has reached the markets for commodities. Monied capital is not for
ever handed to & fro among money dealers; its ultimate destination is to be
lent to producers, & when the increase reached them it would raise wages &
money incomes, & must consequently raise the prices of all articles of con-
sumption, in the same manner as you allow it would do if it were issued by
Govt in payment of the public expenses. If you were right, the supplies of gold
from California & Australia, to however many thousands of millions they
might extend, could not raise general prices, except indeed during the con-
tinuance of any speculative mania to which they might give rise; a proposition
in which you will find few to agree with you, & which I can scarcely think that
you will yourself, on consideration, maintain.

If it were true that no increase of the quantity of money when taking place
through the medium of bankers, could lower its value, the principal objection
not only to your, but to every other system of inconvertible currency, would
be annihilated. But, not admitting this, I need not further explain why I am
not of opinion that your plan, which enjoins an issue of paper up to the whole
amount of the national debt (or of some definite portion of that debt) on
condition that the holder is willing to pay the current rate of interest for it,
would offer any security against the kind of depreciation which you, as well as
myself, regard as an evil. The provision which you make for a reflux (&
which may possibly be, as you suppose it to be, new) depends for its efficacy
entirely on the truth of your theory of the non effect of currency on prices; for
if prices rise, the increased amount of currency being permanently wanted in
the markets will be “absorbed in the circulation” & will not flow back.

I must add that I agree with most of your comments on the Act of 18448 &
should think them calculated to be very useful if they were dissevered from
so much that I conceive to be erroneous.

6. The Bank Charter Act of 1844 was passed under the leadership of Sir Robert Peel;
its main provisions called for the separation of the issuing department of the Bank from
the department charged with all other banking operations, and, through a complicated
series of regulations, a limit upon the amount of paper money the bank could issue.
Until the use of cheques late in the century and the extension of credit in other forms,
the issuance of paper money was a method of advancing credit. For JSM’s discussion
of the provisions of this act, see Pol. Econ., Book III, chap. xxiv. For his 1844
articles on the Bank Charter Question in the Morning Chronicle, see MacMinn, Bibliog.,
p- 57. In 1857 he gave evidence before the Select Committee on the Operation of the
Bank Acts; see Parl. Papers, 1857, 2d session, X, pts. i and ii; reprinted in Collected
Works, V, 501-47.
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266. TO 1.OUIS BLANC!

East India House
le 25 novembre [?71856]
MoN CHER MONSIEUR Louis BLANC

Veuillez m’écrire un mot par le porteur pour me dire quel jour vous
viendrez. Si vous m’avez écrit, votre réponse n’est pas arrivée.
Si le messager ne vous trouve pas chez vous, je vous prie d’adresser votre
réponse Blackheath Park, Kent.
tout a vous,

J. S. MiLL

267. TO COSTANTINO BAER!

Elast] I[ndia] H{ouse]
Dec. 13, 1856

MonNsIEUR—Votre lettre du 12 mai ainsi que les articles et brochures? que
vous avez bien voulu m’envoyer ne me sont parvenus qu’en Septembre, 4 mon
retour d’un voyage. Depuis lors, des occupations multipliées m’ont longtemps
empéché, méme de lire ces intéressants écrits et ensuite de vous en offrir mes
remerciments. Je suis heureux de voir non seulement par vos écrits, mais aussi
par le receuil ou quelques uns entre ceux ont paru, que I'Italie, et surtout sa
partie méridionale, qui au dernier siécle s’est placée si haut dans les études
économiques et légjslatives, maintient encore sa position honorable dans cet
ordre de recherches. Votre brochure sur la question de I'or me parait con-
forme aux plus sains principes et je compte profiter de celle sur le métayage
dans une nouvelle édition de mon livre.> Quant a votre appréciation de ce
livre, quoique trop flatteuse, elle est d’'un grand prix, attendu que, parmi les
notices auxquelles mon ouvrage a donné lieu, je n’en connais presque aucune
qui porte autant 'empreinte d’une grande connaissance du sujet, et qui soit,
scientifiquement parlant, aussi satisfaisante. Il me semble surtout que vos re-
1. MS at Bibliothéque Nationale. Presumably a sequel to Letter 264,

* * ¥ *

1. MS draft at Yale. Published in Elliot, I, 192-93, Headed in JSM’s hand: A
M. Constantin Baer, attaché au ministére de I'Intérieur 3 Naples. Baer’s letter of May
12 to which this is a reply, is at Johns Hopkins.

Though Baer signed his name as Constantin, his published work was signed Costan-
tino Baer. He was the author of a number of works on government and economics, in-
cluding L’avere e 'imposta (Torino, 1870) which JSM reviewed (see Letter 1738).

2. Baer in his letter said that he was sending two articles on JSM’s Pol. Econ., a
pamphlet on gold, and one on méfayage. None of these has been located.

3. The fourth edition, 1857.
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marques sur la nature du rapport entre ce qu’on appelle une science abstraite,
et la science correspondante d’application, ne sauraient étre ni mieux pensees
ni mieux exprimées. Quoique partageant, a tout égard, vos idées a ce sujet, je
ne m’étais pas étendu 1a dessus dans mon ouvrage systématique, les ayant ex-
posées dans un petit volume d’Essais,* cité dans les “Principes” et dont je
vous pne d’agréer un exemplaire que j’aurai ’honneur de vous envoyer par la
premiére occasion.

Pour ce qui regarde les applications de I'éc. politique, je vois que, ainsi que
la plupart des économistes, vous condamnez le socialisme d’une _manicre
absolue. Vous avez vu par mon livre que je ne suis pas, a cet égard, de votre
avis. Le socialisme selon la conception des socialistes les plus éclairés, me
parait inattaquable en principe, et mon dissentiment d’avec eux ne porte que
sur la possibilité d’exécution dans Iétat présent de la culture intellectuelle et
morale de 'humanité. Je ne pense pas que la pmpnem privée, telle qu’on
Pentend au]ourd’hul soit le dernier mot de la société, ni que la nature hu-
maine soit incapable de travailler pour un but plus généreux que celui de
I'intérét individuel et exclusif. Je crois pourtant que les habitudes d’égoisme
sont tellement enracinées dans la grande majorité des peuples mémes les plus
civilisés, qu’elles ne céderont que lentement a des influences meilleures, et
qu’aucun socialisme n’est aujourd’hui praticable comme fait général, mais
seulement dans la forme d’associations d’ouvriers d’élite.®

268. TO ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE!

East India House, London
Le 15 décembre, 1856.

Jai bien tardé, mon cher Monsieur de Tocquevﬂle répondre a votre
lettre du 22 juin. Elle m’est parvenue la veille méme de notre départ pour un
voyage en Suisse, et je m’ai recu qu’a mon retour 'exemplaire de votre
ouvrage? que vous avez bien voulu me destiner. Je Iai ensuite lu sans aucun
délai; mais il contient trop de choses pour qu’on puisse se les approprier

4. Essays on some Unsettled Questions of Political Economy (1844); reprinted in
Collected Works, IV, 231-339.

5. Cf. Pol. Econ., Book IV, chap. vn, sec. 6.

* * X *

1. MS in the Tocqueville archives. Published in Alexis de Tocqueville, Euvres Com-
plétes, ed. J.-P. Mayer (9 vols., Paris, 1951-59), vol. VI, Correspondance Anglaise,
eds. J.-P. Mayer et Gustave Rudler ( 1954), pPp. 349-50, (c) Librairie Gallimard.
Tocqueville’s letter of June 22, 1856, is in Mayer, pp. 348—49, as is also his reply to
JSM of Dec. 19, 1856, pp. 350-51. Earlier Letters contains 14 of JSM’s letters to
Tocqueville.

2. Ancien Régime et la Révolution (Paris, 1856).
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toutes a la premiére lecture; et j’ai voulu attendre une seconde avant de vous
faire part de mes impressions. Bien que des occupations multipliées aient
ajourné trop longtemps cette seconde lecture, je me suis bien trouvé de I'avoir
attendue puisque ce laps de temps me permet aujourd’hui d’exprimer avec
délibération et sans aucun entrainement, I'opinion pleinement favorable qui,
exprimée tout de suite, elit pu paraitre hasardée. Il était certes difficile
qu’aprés votre premier ouvrage,® un autre quelconque ne partit pas relative-
ment inférieur. II est arrivé a peu de monde de frapper deux fois un aussi
grand coup. Celui-ci pourtant se soutient parfaitement, méme a c6té de son
prédécesseur. Envisagé seulement comme un chapitre d’histoire universelle,
il me parait un des plus beaux qu’on ait jamais fait; et si ’'on peut regarder
comme le but principal de votre vie philosophique, celui de caractériser la
nature et les tendances de I'époque actuelle, pour mieux diriger ces tendances
dans ce qu’elles ont de bon et les corriger autant que possible dans ce qu’elles
ont de mauvais, je trouve que vous avez fait un pas important dans I’explica-
tion de cet état de choses actuel, en montrant ses racines dans le passé. Pour
faire cela, comme vous I'avez fait, il a fallu une patience immense, et une
capacité rare de combiner les faits et d’en présenter en peu de mots les traits
les plus caractéristiques. Si ensuite cet ouvrage n’ajoute pas d’autres grandes
vues générales a celles qui brillent dans votre Démocratie en Amérique, il
fait peut-étre mieux, il en reproduit les mémes avec un grand surcroit de
lumicre, et avec de nouvelles applications. Quant a la critique, je n’en trouve,
pour ainsi dire, aucune a faire. Il y a bien quelques différences générales, et
méme trés importantes, entre votre mani¢re de voir et la mienne, en tant que

vous tenez beaucoup plus que moi au passé, surtout par son cOté religieux.

Mais si peu de traces de cette différence d’opinion se rencontrent dans cet
ouvrage, que, méme de mon point de vue, je n’y trouve presque rien a relever.
Jaurais seulement insisté plus sur le bon coté de la philosophie du dix-
huiti¢éme siccle, que vous ne laissez pas de reconnaitre et de faire voir, tout en
appuyant davantage sur ce qu’elle avait de défectueux. Je ne puis trop ex-
primer ma profonde sympathie pour le noble amour de la liberté qui régne
dans votre ouvrage et qui en fait une protestation continue contre le triste
régime que votre grande patrie, I'ceil droit du monde, est réduite 4 subir dans
ce moment.

Acceptez, avec mes remerciements, 'assurance de mes sentiments d’estime
et d’admiration,

J.S.MiLL

3. Démocratie en Amérique (4 vols., Paris, 1835-40). JSM had reviewed the first
two volumes in 1835: “De Tocqueville on Democracy in America,” WR, XXXI (Oct.,
1835), 85-129; and the work as a whole in 1840: “Democracy in America,” ER,
LXXII (Oct., 1840), 1-47, reprinted in Dissertations, Brit. ed., II, 1-83, Am. ed., II,
79-161.
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269. TO JOHN WILLIAM PARKER1

India House
Dec. 16.[18567]
DEAR SIR

I should feel very little doubt of the success of Sir W. Hamilton’s Lectures.®
His reputation for learning (with everybody) and for profundity (with one of
the two great divisions of the philasophical world) stands higher than that of
any other Englishman of this century; and even those who do not agree in his
opinions (of whom I am one) regard his as the most powerful intellect on his
own side of the question, and think it important to be well acquainted with all
his speculations. Every student of logic and metaphysics will look forward
with great interest to the publication as a whole, of a system only fragments
of which have yet been printed. The sole obstacle to its pecuniary success is
the abstruseness of some of the speculations, and in some degree, of the
author’s mode of exposition; though his stile, in a merely literary point of
view, is good and clear. Against this may be set the almost certainty that the
book will be much read and used at the Universities; and their demand for it
is likely I think to last a long while. So that I should suppose it has as good
a chance of selling several editions as any book on its kind of subject.

I shall be happy to revise the Pol. Ec. for another edition® on the terms you
propose. Will you be good enough to send me the sheets—and tell me about
what time you think you shall require them for the printer? I am engaged
about a new book* (in one smaller volume) which I think I could finish in
time for publication in May, and I am not so certain of being able to do so if
I put it aside to revise the Pol. Economy. I am

Yrs very truly

J.S. MiLL

1. MS now lost. From copy of MS supplied by its owner, Professor Edward A.
Shils of the University of Chicago.

2. Sir William Hamilton, at his death on May 6, 1856, left behind him a large body
of manuscripts of lectures on logic and metaphysics which he had delivered over the
twenty years of his professorship at Edinburgh. These were eventually published, not
by Parker but by Blackwood, as Lectures on Metaphysics and Logic, eds. H. L. Mansel
and J. Veitch (4 vols., Edinburgh, 1859-60). JSM was later to attack Hamilton’s work.

3. If the dating of the letter is correct, this was to be the fourth edition (1857).

4, Possibly On Liberty.



« o o I887 o e«

270. TO ASA GRAY1

Blackheath Park, Kent
January 19, 1857

DEAR SIR

I have received your letter dated the 22nd of December, informing me that
I have been elected a Foreign Honorary Member of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences:? and I beg that you will express to the Academy my
high sense of the honour conferred on me, which is enhanced by their having
selected me as the fittest person to fill the place left vacant by Sir William
Hamilton.?

The writings which the Academy has thought worthy of this distinction
have been nowhere more intelligently read, or more conscientiously exam-
ined, than in America; judging from the reviews which I have seen, some of
them by writers who differ widely from me in opinion. And all means of in-
formation lead me to believe that there is in America a public for such specu-
lations, at least as thoughtful and more earnest than that of England. It is
gratifying to me to have my name associated with so important a portion of
that public as the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. I have the honour
to be, Sir

Your very obedient Servant

J.S. ML

1. MS in the possession of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Boston,
Mass.

Asa Gray (1810-1888), the distinguished American botanist, was at this time the
Corresponding Secretary of the Academy, to which JSM had been elected on Dec. 9,
1856.

2. The second oldest scientific organization in the United States, the Academy was
chartered in Massachusetts in 1780. In the List of Foreign Honorary Members, JSM
appears in sec. IIl (Political Economy and History) of class III, Moral and Political
Sciences (Memoirs of American Academy of Arts and Sciences, n.s. VI, Part I, Boston,
1857, p. xv).

3. See preceding Letter, n. 2.
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271. TO PASQUALE VILLARI!

Blackheath Park, Kent,
le 3 février 1857
MON CHER MONSIEUR VILLARI

Je prends la liberté de recommander a votre obligeance mon beau-fils M.
Algernon Taylor, qui voyage en Italie pour se distraire d’une maladie chroni-
que dont il souffre depuis longtemps, et qui compte voir en passant, avant
la fin du printemps la belle ville que vous habitez.

Je me rappelle toujours avec plaisir la soirée si agréable que j’ai passée avec
vous,? et le projet dont vous me fites part alors de venir en Angleterre dans
le courant de cette année. Si ce projet se réalise, comme je I'espére, ma
femme et moi comptons que vous viendrez nous voir, et que nous repren-
drons alors a trois notre bonne causerie.

Votre Dévoué

J.S. MiLL

272. TO HARRIET MILL?

York
Saturday evg
[Feb. 14, 1857]

My dearest love, if I do not write tonight you will not hear from me till
Tuesday, so I write though it is but to say that I have got here comfortably. I
had a pleasant hour & a half’s ramble in that beautiful town, & the journey
was very pleasant as long as there was light, though I could not succeed in
getting a foot warmer till Newcastle. There was a stoppage of twenty minutes
at Berwick which I availed myself of for a sort of dinner which disagreed
with me. However I have done very well, and have just time to write this
scrawl before it will be too late for the post. I enjoy excessively the feeling

1. MS in Vatican Library.

2. In June, 1855. See Letter 242,

* € ¥ *

1. MS at LSE. Envelope addressed: Miss Trevor / at Mrs Harkness / 437 Parlia-
mentary Road / Glasgow. Postmarks: YORK / FE 14 / 1857 and GLASGOW / FEB /
16 / 1857.

In Nov., 1856, Harriet’s daughter Helen, after much discussion in the family, had
been permitted to embark upon a career on the stage, provided that she kept her iden-.
tity secret. She was billed as Miss Trevor, and at this time was acting in Glasgow.
Desiring to visit her there, Harriet, accompanied by JSM, travelled to York on Thurs-
day, Feb. 12 and to Edinburgh on Feb. 13. Harriet went on to Glasgow the next day,
and JSM returned to London. Harriet’s letter to Helen of Feb. 8 about arrangements
for the trip is at LSE.
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of those three days and shall enjoy the remembrance of them & be very

happy till you come & a great deal happier afterwards, so be cheerful darling

& keep loving me as you so sweetly do. Bless you my own only darling love.
I am at the George, alone in the coffee room by a flaming fire.

273. TO HARRIET MILL!

Monday
[Feb. 16. 1857]

Darling of mine, I write directly to say that I have arrived here all right.
It was not without some drawbacks. I could not get inside York Cathedral.
Any day but Sunday it is open at nine, (& till five) but on Sunday not till
ten. I was there at % to 8, & went to the only verger that lives near, & his
people told me that no one has the key but the verger whose turn it is, &
that he was sure to be there about nine—but he had not arrived at % to ten
when I had to leave. I saw a very beautiful ruin (St Mary’s Abbey) & a nice
public garden & the outside of the Minster quite equalled my expectation.
But the journey; never travel by a Sunday train when you can help it, for it
stops at every station. It took longer getting to Peterborough than we took
the whole way, add to which that it was an east wind & very cold, & they
had no footwarmer ready, nor could I get one the whole journey. I therefore
arrived cold & with a head ache, but (a sign it had done me no harm) I
instantly scampered off to the cathedral, heard part of the service & saw the
building which is one of the finest I know (in England). The inn was an old-
fashioned red brick place with very moderate charges, & there were two
really gentlemanly & well informed & decidedly liberal men in the coffee-
room all the evening with whom I had a good deal of pleasant talk. This
morning it was cold & foggy but became fine afterwards & there was a foot
warmer. The cold made me go in the first class both days & I got here very
prosperously, by the ten oclock train, (having to wait to get a rent in my
great coat mended). So here is my history. I long to hear from my beloved
one & to know both how she is & how she manages at that place. I have
hardly known which way to turn since I arrived here between one & two,
& therefore must content myself with this bare recital of particulars—but she
will be glad to have it because it says that all is right. I hope she got mine
from York. With the utmost love

your own

JSM.

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Miss Trevor / at Mrs Harkness / 437 Parliamen-
tary Road / Glasgow. Postmarks: D U / FE 16 / 1857 and GLASGOW / FE 17 / 1857.
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274. TO HARRIET MILL1

Tuesday
[Feb. 17. 1857]

My dearest love, what a pleasure it was to see her precious writing, but it
was vexatious that she had such a bother the first day, how tired she must
have been, no wonder her fingers were stiff. It is a good thing on every
account that L[ily] is pleased & in good spirits. I am glad she will not be so
busy after today & will be able to be with you, though it is provoking to
think that you might so easily have been with her in some more agreeable
place than that one seems to be.

I do not find my eyes any better for the trip—but I suppose they will
come right by degrees, as they did seven years ago. I have seldom any defect
of sight, but occasional aching, which however I think is nervous only.
Sykes,? though I did not see him till today, seemed almost surprised to see
me so soon—I might have taken two days more, you see. He said they had
had a “fright” because Mrs Sykes thought she saw your death in the papers,
it was the wife of a Mr Mills of the India House.? I found two letters from
Haji which I send in another cover together with a bill of Bagnall. Lap-
worth’s which has also come I need not send. It comes to £57. 6. not more I
should think than we expected. It was the strangest feeling yesterday & this
morning to be there & at the same time fresh from all those places. I have
hardly anything running in my mind’s eye but innumerable large railway
stations. On Saturday night at York I slept little & dreamt much—among the
rest a Jong dream of some speculation on animal nature, ending with my
either reading or writing, just before I awoke, this Richterish* sentence:
“With what prospect then, until a cow is fed on broth, we can expect the
truth, the whole truth & nothing but the truth to be unfolded concerning this
part of nature, I leave to” &c &c. I had a still droller dream the same night. T
was seated at a table like a table d’hdte, with a woman at my left hand & a
young man opposite—the young man said, quoting somebody for the saying,
“there are two excellent & rare things to find in a woman, a sincere friend
& a sincere Magdalen.” I answered “the best would be to find both in one”
—on which the woman said “no, that would be 00 vain”—whereupon I

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Miss Trevor / at Mrs Harkness / 437 Parliamen-
tary Road / Glasgow. Postmarks: HV / FE-17 / 1857 and GLASGOW / FEB 18 /
1857. Excerpt published in Hayek, pp. 253-54.

2. Then Chairman of the Court of Directors of the East India Co.

3. Mary Jane, wife of Charles H. C. Mills, a director of the Company, had died
on Feb. 8.

4. In the style of Jean Paul Richter (1763~1825), German satirist and novelist.
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broke out “do you suppose when one speaks of what is good in itself, one
must be thinking of one’s own paltry self interest? no, I spoke of what is
abstractedly good & admirable.” How queer to dream stupid mock mats, &
of a kind totally unlike one’s own ways or character. According to the usual
oddity of dreams—when the man made the quotation I recognised it &
thought he had quoted it wrong & the right words were “an innocent mag-
dalen” not perceiving the contradiction. I wonder if reading that French-
man’s book® suggested the dream. These are ridiculous things to put in a
letter, but perhaps they may amuse my darling. I intend to come here early
& go away late during her absence in order more quickly to get through my
heap of work. I should have liked to go to Paddington to vote against the
directors of the G. Western,® but I could not. The opponents cannot expect
to succeed when they do not ask for proxies. The directors asked me for
one which I refused. I think them more & more wrong the more I look into
the management, & they must be made to give way sooner or later. I wrote
to my darling from York & again yesterday. I sent the paper yesterday &
shall send today’s as those of the three days of absence are enough at home
for the present. The Govt is bringing in a bill to make the savings banks a
Govt responsibility.” Adieu darling. your
JSM.

275. TO HARRIET MILL1

Wed~
[Feb. 18. 1857]

I do, dear, wonder very much that she should have urged you to come to
such a place as it seems to be, & herself so occupied that she could not be
with you.2 It has turned out better than there was reason to expect in her

5. Not identified.

6. The half-yearly meeting of the Great Western Railway Co. was held at Padding-
ton Station on Feb. 13, but adjourned to the day of this letter. Many of the share-
holders were protesting the management of the Company. For reports of the meetings,
see The Times, Feb. 14, p. 11, and Feb. 18, p. 12.

7. Such a bill was introduced on Feb. 27 by JSM’s friend, Sir George Cornewall
Lewis, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, but made no progress during the Session. See
H. Oliver Horne, 4 History of Savings Banks (London, 1949), pp. 150-52.

* * * ®

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Miss Trevor / at Mrs Harkness / 437 Parliamen-
tary Road / Glasgow. Postmarks: EW / FE-18 / 1857 and GLASGOW / FEB 19 /
1857.

2. Helen was evidently very busy rehearsing in the repertory company she had
joined.
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having a respite from all that bustle & occupation, & being able to be more
with you. She is very fortunate in having come to this man—she will evi-
dently have the best chances with him that the case admits of—so it is well
for her, & everything shews more & more that it is best for us also. I hope
my precious that I shall hear tomorrow that a lodging has been found fit for
you to be in & that she being more with you it is more endurable. I will not
forget the Bid? letter® darling. That will be for Friday—& tomorrow is the
voting for Martin which is at Lewisham. I have done exactly what she says
darling about dinner, that is I have only spoken to Henry & to Mary. The
only difficulty I shall have in ordering relates to the servant’s dinners, as I
do not know the quantities to order: but I must do the best I can. I get on
quickly with the Pol Econ.® as there is but little to add or alter. Adieu my
darling

your
JSM.

276. TO HARRIET MILL!

Thursday
[Feb. 19. 1857]

My most precious one, I do not get on well with the idea of your time be-
ing passed in a dirty gloomy inn in that detestable place—& so much of it,
as it seems, still alone. Surely that decousu irregular character of the planche
life is not inseparable from it, but pretty nearly so in practice I suppose as
these comparatively regular people have so much of it. I detest equally your
returning all that way alone—but for that there does not seem, as things
now look, any alternative.

I pass the evening always at the Pol. Economy, with now & then a little
playing to rest my eyes & mind. There will be no great quantity to alter, but
now & then a little thing is of importance. One page I keep for consideration
when I can shew it to you. It is about the qualities of English workpeople &

3. See Letter 229, n. 27.

4. Charles Wykeham Martin (1801-1879), liberal, defeated Sir Walter Riddle, con-
servative, in the election of an MP for West Kent on Feb. 19, 1857,

5. Which he was revising for the 4th ed. (1857).

% * * *

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Miss Trevor / at Mrs Harkness / 437 Parliamen-
tary Road / Glasgow. Postmarks: 6/ FE 19 / 57 and GLASGOW / FEB 20/ 1857.
Note on verso of envelope: From St. Mill to H.T. Feb 1857. Second paragraph pub-
lished in Hayek, p. 254, and in Principles, p. 1037.
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of the English generally.? It is not at all as I would write it now, but I do not,
in reality, know how to write it.

I gave my vote at Lewisham this morning about nine, & found Martin
himself there.® He reckons himself sure of success, on the number of positive
promises, after taking off the usual percentage (10 per cent) for failures.
I will not forget to post that letter tomorrow. On Sat” I shall take back the
books to Rolandi* & get others. Can I do any other useful thing?

your
JS.M.

277. TO HARRIET MILL1

Tuesday
[Feb. 24. 18571

It was less of a shock the first moment than I should have thought it would
have been—no doubt because the same letter said you were better & be-
cause the sight of your beloved handwriting gave me confidence—but I
have been growing more anxious every hour since. Thank Heaven however
we know by experience that this is not necessarily dangerous—though a warn-
ing of the danger there always is. It must have been much less bad than the
former time, or you could not have written immediately. But it would be
very imprudent to attempt travelling for I do not know how many days, &
then it can only be by very short journeys. L[ily]’s being ill at the same time is
an additional misfortune. But why should I not come. I am ready to come
any day & stay any time—& I do not see that your being there is inaver-
rable—you are really on a visit, & it is nobody’s concern to whom. You will
judge best of everthing & either you or L. will let me know—but all my wish
is to be with you & to be doing my little little to help. The blessing & comfort
it was & is to me to have been with you on that former occasion no words will
ever express.

I will do about the letters as you say & will send today’s paper as usual—
I shall hear again tomorrow—

2. Robson (Principles, p. 1037) suggests the passage in Book I, chap. v, sec. 3
(Principles, pp. 102-106).

3. See preceding Letter, n. 4.

4. Peter Rolandi, foreign and general bookseller, 20 Berners St., Oxford St. W.

* * ¥ #

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Mrs Mill / Barry’s Hotel / Edinburgh. Post-
marks: A B / FE-24 / 1857 and FEB / W 25 F / 1857. Published, all but last sen-
tence, in Hayek, p. 255,
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278. TO HARRIET MILL!

Wednesday
[Feb. 25. 1857]

Do not torment herself dearest dearest love about this having happened
when & how it has. There is nothing, in comparison, worth thinking of, ex-
cept to do the best that can be done now & especially not to be too impatient
to come home, at the great risk it would be to travel either too soon or by
too long journeys. It seems to me quite impossible that you should come in
a Saturday & Sunday, or even with a Friday superadded—<& therefore quite
necessary that I should come for longer, though that will make it necessary
to say something to Sykes. You will judge best what I had better say, & will
tell me when my coming will be of most service. One time of the week or
another will be indifferent if T ask for leave—But it is quite impossible you
should do these long journies which we did in going. I should think you
ought not to take less than four days, if you set out anything like as soon as
you hope to do—& in that case I shall require a week. Have you seen any
medical man?

Since L[ily] returns with you at any rate, I shall not send any more news-
papers to G[lasgow] but shall keep them here, & send them if you say so,
or if there is any change of plan.

There are many things I wished to say, but I can write about nothing but
the one subject.

your own my precious darling

279. TO HARRIET MILL1

Thursday
[Feb. 26. 1857]

DEAREST—I expect to be with you before this note & therefore only write
it in case of any (impossible) stoppage on the way. I shall go by tonight’s
mail & consequently arrive in Edinburgh a little after eleven. adieu

your
JSM.

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Mrs Mill / Barry’s Hotel / Edinburgh. Posz-
marks: AC/ FE-25/ ??and FEB / H26 F / 1857.

* ¥ ¥ =
1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Mrs. Mill / Barry’s Hotel / Edinburgh. Post-
marks: ED / FE-26 / 1857 and FEB / Z 27 F / 1857.
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280. TO EDWIN CHADWICK!

India House
March 13 [1857]
DEeAR CHADWICK

Neither have I made myself conversant with the details.? What disgusted
me was the stupidity (if it was no worse) of supposing that people here
could judge of the effect that would be produced on the minds of barbarians
who put to death several thousands per year by the more or less of reparation
demanded where some was evidently due; the ridiculous appeals to human-
ity and Christianity in favour of ruffians, & to international law in favour of
people who recognize no laws of war at all (witness the poisonings & stab-
bings in the back) & the attempt to make out Bowring a “flagitious™ liar
because he said the obvious truth that if the Chinese thought they were in-
sulting a vessel entitled to our protection, it was immaterial whether it had
really ceased to be entitled or not.

I think you cannot make too much of the poisonings & of Yeh’s cutting off
heads. Coulson?® told me at the club (I do not know if you heard it) that a
friend of his told him that his brother (or some near relation) at Canton
had himself seen 3000 put to death in one day—they were told off in 30
parties of 100 each. If you like to come & talk over the points, pray do. I
am too busy to write more, having all Thornton’s work to do in addition to
my own.

yrs ever truly

J.S.MILL

1. MSat UCL.

2. Chadwick was presumably writing an article on the war in China, which had
arisen from reprisals by the British in the wake of a seizure at Canton on Oct. 8, 1856,
by the Canton Commissioner Yeh, of the lorcha Arrow, which had been registered at
Hong Kong, a British Crown Colony. The Arrow’s British registry had expired some
ten days before the seizure, though this fact seems to have been unknown to Com-
missioner Yeh. Much of the heated debate in Parliament in Feb. and March hinged
upon the question whether John Bowring, the Governor of Hong Kong, was justified in
sanctioning British attacks upon Canton when he knew that the registry of the Arrow
had expired. British opponents of the war charged Bowring with “flagitious” lying.
The House of Lords debated the issues at length on Feb. 24 and 26, 1857, with the Earl
of Derby leading the case against the war. Richard Cobden played a similar role in
the House of Commons in the extended debate on Feb. 26 and 27, and March 2 and 3.
Chadwick, who had long had a connection with the Examiner, may have written the
article “The China Question” which appeared in that paper on March 14, 1857, pp.
163-64, in support of Bowring’s actions.

3. Walter Coulson, a member of the Political Economy Club since its first year, 1821.
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Letter 281 To Frederick J. Furnivall 529
281. TO FREDERICK J. FURNIVALIL1

East India House
March 13. 1857
DEAR SIR

I am very much obliged for the trouble you are taking to procure a copy
of the reprint,? and for your kind offer of information on the present state of
Cooperation in England. The information of that kind which would be of
most use for my present purpose (a new edition of the Pol. Economy)3
would be some approximate estimate of the number of establishments now in
operation, distinguishing those which are for production from those which
are only stores—and a general notion of whether they are increasing in num-
ber and prosperity, or falling off. I am Dear Sir

yrs very faithfully

J.S. ML

282. TO LORD OVERSTONE!

India House
March 25
1857
DEAR LORD OVERSTONE

I have just heard from my friend Mr Alexander Bain that he is a candidate
for the Examinership in Logic and Mental Philosophy,? and that he thinks
an expression of my opinion on his qualifications for the post may be of ser-
vice to him. I think him in all probability the fittest person for it in the three
kingdoms, having on the whole a greater knowledge of the entire subject than
any other person I could mention and having also been a very successful
teacher of it for some years at an University (Marischal College Aberdeen)?®
How much mental philosophy owes to him as an original, profound, and at

1. MS at Huntington.
2. Not identified.
3. The 4th ed. (1857). His discussion of co-operation is in Book IV, chap. va, “On
the Probable Futurity of the Labouring Classes.”
* * * *

1. MS at LSE.

Overstone was a member of the Senate of the University of London, 1850-77.

2. At the University of London. Bain won the election on April 1, 1857, and held
the post until 1863.

3. Bain had assisted Professor George Glennie (d. 1845) in the Moral Philosophy
course there, 1841—44.
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the same time sober and judicious thinker, may be seen in his principal work
“The Senses and the Intellect”,* in my opinion the best book yet written on
the Philosophy of Mind. I cannot imagine that any other person of this
generation has made good equally strong claims to such a post as he applies
for.
I am dear Lord Overstone
yours very truly

J.S.MiLL

283. TO HARRIET MILI1

Monday
[April 13. 1857]

DarLING—I have got here quite comfortably, & am on the point of setting
out for Bond St. &c. It was worth much more than the extra 2/3 to hear her
say in such a nice strong voice that she was well.

The three days were very pleasant, and in looking back, seem very long. I
can hardly fancy it is so short a time since I was here last. That is always the
case in pleasant absences.

I always now forget something—I either left my India House clothes
brush behind this morning, or it has dropped out of my pocket.

Fare well & be well my own love for the sake of your

J.S.M.

284. TO FREDERICK J. FURNIVALL!

India House
June 10. 1857
MY DEAR SIR

I am extremely sorry to hear such bad news of the Central Cooperative
Agency.? But if the supporters of cooperative establishments will not have

4. Published London, 1855.

* * * x

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Mrs Mill / 60, Old Steine / Brighton. Post-
marks: DO. / AP-13 / 1857 LEADENHALL St. and BRIGHTON / AP 14.

* * # @

1. MS at Huntington.

2. Established by Edward V. Neale in 1851, it failed in 1857 when it lost the sup-
port of Northern Co-operatives. It had already previously lost the active support of
the Christian Socialists when their Society for Promoting Working Men’s Associations
failed in 1854. See G. D. H. Cole, 4 Century of Co-operation (London, 1944), chap, vI.
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Letter 285 To Louis Blanc 531

common sense and reasonable confidence, they never can succeed. The vul-

gar seem to reserve all their distrust for those who desire to befriend them.
You may perhaps like to see the inclosed,? containing information which

reached me too late to be inserted in the text of my new edition.* Much of it is

Very encouraging.
very truly yours

J.S.MiLL

I will send another copy to Mr Shorter® in returning the book he was kind
enough to send me.

285. TO LOUIS BLANC!

Blackheath Park
June 14 [1857]
MY DEAR MONSIEUR Louis BLANC

If you are disengaged next Wednesday (17%) we should be very glad if
you would come and take a quiet dinner with us at half past six—I am

yours very truly
J.S. ML

286. TO PASQUALE VILLARIt

East India House, London
le 30 juin 1857

J’ai tardé trop longtemps, mon cher Monsieur Villari, a répondre 3 votre
lettre du 15 avril. Aujourd’hui j’ai encore des remerciements a vous faire de
I'aimable accueil que vous avez donné & mon beau-fils Algernon Taylor,? et
du service que vous lui avez rendu en lui donnant une lettre de recomman-

3. Probably information about France received from Nicolas Villiaumé: see Letter
287.

4. The 4th ed. See Letter 275.

5. Thomas Shorter, a watch-case finisher by trade, a Chartist who became a
Christian Socialist; closely associated with Furnivall and J. M. Ludlow, he had been
secretary of the Society for Promoting Working Men’s Associations.

* ¥ * »

1. MS at Bibliothéque Nationale.
* % * »
1. MS in Vatican Library. MS draft of last paragraph only at LSE. Published in
Elliot, I, 194-96. In reply to Villari’s of Apr. 15, MS at Johns Hopkins.
2. See Letter 271.
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dation & Monsieur votre pére. Si, comme je le désire, votre projet de visite
en Angleterre se réalise,® ma femme et moi pourrons vous témoigner person-
nellement notre reconnaissance, et nous serions charmés d’avoir avec vous
des causeries pareilles a celle qui a rempli si agréablement pour moi cette
longue soirée a Florence.* Nous pourrons alors vous donner plus pleinement
P'explication de la conduite louche que le gouvernement anglais a tenue
envers I'Italie,® et qui vous a justement indigné, mais qui est 2 mes yeux trés
conforme a la nature de ce gouvernement. En général les étrangers, méme
les plus éclairés, prétent au gouvernement anglais une profondeur de poli-
tique et une suite dans les idées et dans les projets qui ne Iui appartiennent
nullement. Je ne crois pas que Palmerston ni aucun ministre anglais ait songé,
ni a soulever les patriotes Italiens ni encore moins 2 les trahir. Sauf I'infime
conduite de Sir James Graham dans Paffaire des infortunés Bandiera, dont
encore probablement lui-méme n’a pas prévu le résultat tragique,® je ne
pense pas quaucun homme d’état anglais ait commis aucun crime d’inten-
tion contre la liberté Italienne. Mais le gouvernement anglais, comme tous
les gouvernements, craint les révolutions et les soulévements, et lors méme
qu’il désapprouve réellement les oppresseurs des peuples, il ne veut ni n’ose
faire pour les opprimés autre chose que de provoquer bien timidement quel-
ques concessions trés graduelles de la part de leurs tyrans. Je crois que
Palmerston a réellement espéré qu’en mettant pour ainsi dire le roi de Naples
moralement au ban de I'Europe, il le forcerait 4 changer un peu de conduite.”
Il ne connaissait pas son homme: mais, régle générale, les hommes d’état
anglais ne connaissent pas le monde ni la vie. Méme nos plus grands roués

3. Villari apparently did not make his trip to England until 1862, when he was sent
as an official representative of the Italian Government to the London Exposition of
that year.

4.yHe had visited Villari in Florence on June 9, 1855. See Letter 242.

S. For the complicated manceuvres of the English Government, generally under
the leadership of Lord Palmerston during the decade, designed to establish a buffer
state in Northern Italy as a balance to France and Austria and to accomplish this end
without war if possible, see Herbert F. C. Bell, Lord Palmerston (2 vols., London, 1936),
I, pp. 398-447, and II, pp. 1-242. For details on the unification of Italy, see Bolton
King. 4 History of Italian Unity (2 vols., London, 1899).

6. Sir James Graham, as Home Secretary, 184146, at the request of Lord Aber-
deen, the Foreign Secretary, had had opened the letters of Joseph Mazzini, then in
exile in England. When this action was exposed in Parliament, there was a storm of
protest, and it became widely believed that the Government had supplied information
that led to the brothers Emilio and Attilio Bandiera, two Italians in the service of the
Austrian Navy, being caught and executed in June, 1844, for an attempt with several
other Italian patriots to overthrow the government of Naples. For a summary of the
pertinent documents, see King, Appendix C, “The English Government and the Ban-
dieras,” A History of Italian Unity, 11, pp. 388~89.

7. For Palmerston’s pressure for reforms in the kingdom of Naples, where Ferdinand
I1, King of the Two Sicilies, ruled from 1830-1859, see King, 4 History of Italian Unity,
II, p. 34. Ferdinand, King Bomba, so-called because of his bombardment of Messina,
Sicily, during an uprising in 1848, paid no heed to the remonstrances of Lord Claren-
don, Palmerston’s Foreign Secretary.
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politiques sont parfois d’une innocence qu’un étranger a beaucoup de peine
a comprendre et i croire. Quant  la garantie donnée au statu quo en Italie,8
n’en croyez rien. Nos ministres n’ont fait que ce qu’ils ont avoué. Malheu-
reusement ils avaient besoin de I’Autriche contre la Russie. C’était le plus
grand mal de la situation. Alors, afin que I'Autriche fit libre de les aider,
les gouvernements de France et d’Angleterre lui ont dit “Si vous envoyez
votre armée en Crimée, nous ne permettons pas que pendant ce temps seule-
ment on vous attaque par derricre.” Heureusement I’Autriche n’y a pas
mordu, et on n’a pas donné suite a ce pacte, qui en tout cas elit cessé avec la
guerre. Mais tout en atténuant la culpabilité de notre gouvernement envers
la cause de I'ltalie, je ne puis que dire avec douleur: Ne batissez jamais
d’espoir sur ce governement. Il vous donnera des mots et des sentiments,
jamais des actes. Je crois que son appui moral vaut quelque chose, momen-
tanément au moins, pour la Sardaigne.® Mais c’était 13 justement ce qu’il
fallait a lopinion aristocratique d’ici—une révolution royale. Le gouverne-
ment anglais n’aidera jamais un peuple a renverser son gouvernement, quel-
que odieux qu’il puisse étre, méme & ses propres yeux. Vous avez bien vu
qu’il ne s’est pas opposé a I'intervention frangaise 8 Rome,° a I'intervention
russe en Hongrie.'* Méme en temps de guerre contre la Russie, il n’a pas
voulu soulever la Pologne.? Cela ne dit-il pas tout?

J’ai appris avec beaucoup d’intérét ce que vous m’écrivez sur les oeuvres
inédites de Machiavelli et Guicciardini.’® Des publications aussi importantes

8. The status quo—that is, Austria’s Italian provinces of Lombardy and Venetia
were to remain Austrian possessions, guaranteed by a treaty of Dec. 2, 1854, signed
by France, Austria, and England, as part of the manceuvring to force Austria into the
Crimean War against Russia. Austria never entered the Crimean War but did force
Russia into retreating from the Danubian principalities (Rumania) by mobilizing
its army in 1854.

9. The Kingdom of Sardinia and Piedmont, ruled by Victor Emmanuel II, and
under the leadership of Count Camillo Cavour as Prime Minister, entered the Crimean
War on the side of France and England, and in 1856 participated in the Congress of
Paris, where Cavour endorsed the attacks made by the French and English representa-
tives upon Austrian misrule in Italy. Cavour was intent on ridding Italy of Austrian
rule and in eventually unifying all Italy.

10. For the complicated motives and manceuvres that led to the French expedition
of May-June, 1849, and the fall of the Republic of Rome, established Feb. 1849,
under Mazzini and Garibaldi, see A. J. P. Taylor, The Struggle for Mastery in Europe,

.29,
P 11. In April, 1849, Hungary had rid itself of its Austrian rulers and established an
independent state with Louis Kossuth as governor; Russia proceeded to suppress
Hungary as a separate state and to return it to the rule of Austria in Aug., 1849,

12. During the Crimean War, Napoleon III proposed in 1855 that Poland, most of
which was under the control of Russia, be restored to independence. As JSM indicates,
the British government was not interested.

13. As the result of the opening of family archives, many unpublished writings of
Francesco Guicciardini (1483-1540), historian and statesman, were first made avail-
able in the year of this letter (Opere inedite, 10 vols., Florence, 1857-67). Two years
later Villari published the first volume of his life of Savonarola—La Storia di Girolamo
Savonarola e de’ suoi tempi . . . (2 vols., Florence, 1859—-61)—which made use of the
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sous le rapport historique ne sauraient manquer de faire sensation en Europe.
Je conviens avec vous qu’une revue qui a la prétention de rendre compte de
tout, ne devrait pas negliger le mouvement intellectuel de I'Italie. Mais je
nécris pas dans le Westminster Review, et n’y ai pas d’influence. Quand
jécrivais, il y a vingt ans, j’y ai fait imprimer quelques bons articles de
Mazzini sur les auteurs Italiens.’* Je ne sais pas qui a pu vous dire que jai
€crit quelque chose sur le Socialisme. Je n’ai écrit 12 dessus que ce qui a paru
dans mes Principes d’Econ. Politique.?® Jai fait derniérement un petit livre qui
paraitra I'hiver prochain et dont je me ferai un plaisir de vous offrir un exem-
plaire, si toutefois son titre “De la Liberté” comporte son entrée en Toscane.6
Il ne s’agit pas cependant de liberté politique dans ce livre, autant que de
liberté sociale, morale, et religieuse.

Vous avez vu par les elections de Paris qu’il y a encore de la vie en
France.'” C’est ce qui est arrivé de mieux en Europe, 2 mon avis, depuis
1851.

Vous me feriez grand plaisir en m’écrivant quelquefois. Notre entrevue
@’il y a deux ans m’a donné un souvenir si agréable, que je regretterais beau-
coup de laisser tomber ce commencement de relation entre nous.

Tout a vous
J.S. ML

287. TO NICOLAS VILLIAUME!

East India House, London
le 26 aofit 1857
MONSIEUR

Des occupations multipliées m’ont empéché jusqu’ici de répondre, autre-
ment que par I'envoi réciproque de ma nouvelle édition,? au don que vous

Guicciardini papers, as did his later famous biography of Machiavelli—Niccolo Machia-
velli e i suoi tempi (3 vols.. Florence, 1887-92), Eng. trans. 1892,

14. While in exile in England Mazzini wrote at least two articles for the LWR:
“Lives of Sarpi,” XXIX (April, 1838), 146-193, and “Prince Napoleon Louis Bona-
parte,” XXXII (Dec., 1838), 85-98.

15. See Pol. Econ., Book 1, chap. 1, sec. 2, 3, and 4; Book IV, chap. v, sec. 7.

16. On Liberry was not published until Feb., 1859. (A strict censorship of liberal
writings prevailed in Tuscany at this time. )

17. In the elections held June 21 and 22 five Republican and eight independent
deputies were returned, and 660,000 votes in all were recorded against the regime of
Louis Napoleon.

L R R ]

1. MS in Hollander Collection, University of Illinois. The last paragraph has been
published in Principles, p. 1015, n. 1.

Nicolas Villiaumé (1818-1877), publicist and historian.

2. The 4th ed. of Pol Econ., published this year.
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avez bien voulu me faire de votre important Traité d’Economie Politique.?
Je ne connais pas d’autre écrivain frangais qui me paraisse avoir aussi bien
approfondi les lois abstraites de 'Economie Politique, et votre livre est
d’autant plus précieux qu’il se recommande par la conformité de principes a
ceux qui professent en France des opinions démocratiques avancées, opinions
que je partage a beaucoup d’égards, mais qui, il faut I'avouer, se sont rare-
ment trouvées jusqu’ici réunis comme chez vous, a des opinions économiques
éclairées. Vous avez puis€ si heureusement dans ce qui offrent de meilleur les
€conomistes anglais, quc je suis tout surpris d’apprendre que vous ne les
lisez que dans les traductions. Je me sens trés honoré en retrouvant tant de
fois chez vous mes propres opinions, et je crois qu’en économie politique
nous sommes rarement en désaccord séricux. Notre plus grande divergence
porte peut-€tre sur la liberté du taux de 'intérét; encore ne suis-je pas éloigné
de penser que cette liberté puisse admettre des modifications 14 ol comme
dans les républiques anciennes, et méme en France, la classe de débiteurs
se compose surtout de ceux qui travaillent la terre de leurs mains.

Vous avez probablement deviné que 'impression de ma nouvelle édition
se trouvait trop avancée pour que jeusse pu la faire profiter de votre ouvrage
autrement qu’en y ajoutant, en forme d’appendice, les renseignements im-
portants que vous avez donnés sur 1’état actuel des associations ouvriéres.*

Je suis, Monsieur, avec les sentiments les plus respectueux

Votre dévoué serviteur

J.S. ML

288. TO HARRIET MILL?

Salutation [Hotel], Ambleside
Sept. 13.[1857]

DEeAREST—I have been very fortunate in having had a most beautiful day
for Helvellyn. I ascended it from Patterdale having gone there by an early
coach from here, & I returned here in the same way in the evening, walking
up the pass so you see I was not tired. The view though there were a few

3. Nouveau Traité d’économie politique (2 vols., Paris, 1857).

4, JSM added as an appendix to Vol. I of the 4th edition material extracted from
Villiaumé’s book, and headed “Latest Information on the French Industrial Associa-
tions.” This appendix is reprinted in full in Principles, pp. 1015-20. In the 5th and
subsequent editions the material was incorporated in Book IV, chap. vii, secs. 5-6.

* X X #

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Mrs J.S. Mill / Post Office / Fleetwood / Lan-
cashire. Readdressed in another hand: Leamington / Warwickshire. Postmarks: AM-
BLESIDE / SP 13/ 1857 and PRESTON/SP 14/ 1857 and FLEETWOOD / SP
?/ ? and LEAMINGTON / SP 15/ 72. Published in Hayek, pp. 256-57.
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clouds was splendid. It was a disappointment as to plants, as on those sunny
heights everything was still more gone by than in the valleys—of all the rare
plants which grow there I could only distinguish two, and those were only in
leaf. But the day before I was unexpectedly successful in plants between
Windermere & this place. I made a circuit & saw Mr Crosfield’s cottages®
which I will describe to you when I have the happiness of being with you
again; they are not what we want; besides other objections they are in a real
village or rather hamlet. I have planned a very nice round for today, and
shall go to Broughton tomorrow down the Duddon, and to Lancaster, & 1
hope to Settle on Tuesday. I talked yesterday with people from Fleetwood
& others from Blackpool & I am afraid they are but ugly places—I so hope
to hear that you have not inflicted purgatory on yourself to give me this walk.
I feel however that it will do me great good. Today the sky is gloomy—but
not very threatening. Yesterday everything looked its very best. I shall write
again as soon as I receive yours. Adieu my own wife from your
J.SM.

289. TO HARRIET MILL?

Lion Hotel Settle
Wed* morning
[Sept. 16, 1857]

I got her two darling letters both together this morning—the train I
came by to Lancaster yesterday being an hour behind time I was too late
for the train I ought to have come here by, and I arrived here too late for
letters. So you see my experience of these northern trains is like yours,
& so is my observation of the dirty, mean, horrid looking people who go
by them & frequent the stations. I am not at all surprised my own dearest
one that neither of the two places turned out fit to stay at, and I shall
be quite happy in rejoining her at Leamington instead of that Manchester:
it is much pleasanter thinking of her in a place we know & which looks
& feels clean & civilized, unlike anything in Lancashire I should think.

2. Presumably on the lands of J. Crosfield, listed as the owner of Rothay Bank, a
villa near Ambleside, on p. 44 of Black’s Picturesque Guide to the English Lakes (Edin-
burgh, 1851).

* ® % *

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Mrs. J.S. Mill / Post Office / Leamington / War-
wickshire. Postmarks: SETTLE / SP 16 / 1857 / A and LEAMINGTON /A /SP 17/
57. Excerpt published in Hayek, p. 257.
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I have been lucky in weather & it greatly increased the pleasure that I knew
what pleasure it would give my darling. On Sunday I was about all day & in
the evening had from the mountains overlooking Grasmere on the east, the
most glorious mountain view I have yet had—four fine ranges of dark moun-
tain one behind another with the sun behind all. On Monday morning there
was a Scotch mist but I made out my walk over Wrynose & down the Duddon
to Broughton & though I could not see much of the mountains in Little Lang-
dale it was still very fine & I found a rare fern & a rare mint, peppermint to
wit, which I had never found before. The weather cleared afterwards & I
saw the Duddon very well & to increase the luck, the valley proved to be
much finer descending than it would have been ascending. The absence of a
lake made more space for other varieties & there is about half way a sort of
Vallée de Cluses, of a type not met with elsewhere in the lake district. Yester-
day I saw Furness Abbey which in its way was fine too. But the weather is
now both couvert & hazy though not looking like rainy. This place is a
prettier country town than any in the lakes & the country about looks very
pretty though the mountains have not the fine forms & beautiful arrangement
of the Lakes. Please darling continue to write here, as I find it is the best
centre for all T want to see—within a day’s walk of everything. I have
time to explore Craven between this & Sunday & I shall certainly go to Man-
chester on Monday & to darling on Tuesday. I saw the last Times yesterday
at Lancaster. The Indian news seems to me more bad than good, but not, I
think, of any bad omen.2 I saw in a Liverpool paper an announcement from
a French paper of the death of Comte.? It seems as if there would be no
thinkers left in the world. I shall know by her answer to this how long a letter
takes—I should think it will not be safe for her to write after Saturday as I
suppose letters northward obey the London post & therefore are not sent on
Sunday. I shall enquire at the post office here on Monday before leaving.

I fancy it much pleasanter for her at Leamington & even prettier than that
Lancashire coast, & now adieu from her own

JSM.

I wrote to Fleetwood on Sunday*—I hope they sent it on.

2. Progress was slow in suppressing the Sepoy Mutiny, which had broken out the
preceding May.

3. On Sept. 5, 1857.

4. The preceding Letter.
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290. TO HARRIET MILL!

Settle
Friday morn#
[Sept. 18. 1857]

DEAREST, I have spent the last two days in walking about this neighbour-
hood, & have seen the famous Malham Cove & Gordale Scar. It is much
prettier country than I expected, & bears the same relation to the Lakes that
the Jura does to the Alps, being greener, & with the green not of fern but of
rich & abundant turf, but the mountains not of the fine shape of those of the
Lakes, but round, or with long inclining ridges & immense bases, now & then
however a peaked top jutting out, as it does in the Jura not much higher
than the rest. If it had but the fir woods (but what an if that is) it would want
little of being equal to the Jura; & Gordale Scar is a minor Creux du Vent.
The mountains as in the Jura continually break into wall-like cliffs—this is
characteristic of limestone to which also these mountains & those of the Jura
owe their fine turf & their comparative absence of bog & likewise their
abundance of plants—I have done very well botanically considering the late-
ness of the season. The weather has remained fine, the south west wind
spending itself in bringing something between clouds & haze which entirely
shrouded the higher mountains till towards evening; but today it is brighter,
the wind having changed to north. It shews how cheap the country must be
to live in that at the inn at the station where I staid the night I arrived (as
there were no means of getting my portmanteau a mile & a half to the town)
I had tea with bread, breakfast with eggs & cold meat, & a bed, for all which
including attendance the charge was two shillings & two pence. I shall proba-
bly see Ingleborough & its caves tomorrow. There are no more letters yet
dear at the post office. When she writes will she tell me by what railway she
got to Leamington: is there a branch direct from Birmingham, & how do the
trains suit? but only write what you happen to know, & I will find out the rest
for myself. It is a real pleasure thinking of her at a pleasant place & one I
know & have seen with her. I am glad too that she will have seen those pic-
tures.? I shall see them either on Monday afternoon or Tuesday morning &
will certainly be with my beloved one on Tuesday evening. I do not generally
find that Art & Nature mix well together in my case—but Furness Abbey
while it exemplified this, shewed that I can get into the Art state quickly & I
will if Manchester ugliness will let me. Adieu darling—your own

J.SM.

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Mrs J.S. Mill / Post Office / Leamington / War-
wickshire. Postmarks: SETTLE/SP 18/ 1857 /B and LEAMINGTON/ A /SP
19/ 57.

2. Presumably at the only public display of paintings in Manchester at this time, the
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Settle
Sat¥ morng
[Sept. 19. 1857]

I have just got your darling letter you angel which would make me set off
directly to rejoin you if I did not know that you would much rather I did not
on account of the good this excursion does me. I too was feeling very sad all
yesterday but for an opposite reason (partly) to yours, namely perfect
beauty. It was the first splendid day since I have been here, & I was all day
wandering over the edge of the hills having such a sun & sky as made the
views both near & distant perfectly beautiful & I think that always makes one
melancholy, at least when one is alone, which to me means not with you. I
am now going to climb Ingleborough & see the caves, at least the principal of
them, for there are multitudes all about here. I fancied Leamington would be
pleasant because it has a civilized air, though very ugly—the frequented
parts of the N. of E. are generally hideous as to the human part of them, but
this Settle is a nice quiet, really pretty, very little country place, not tourified,

the people of the place are civil & the few strangers one sees in the ¢offee

room are really gentlemanly. I shall enquire at the post office Manchester
my own love. I will certainly look particularly at the pictures my darling
liked. Adieu till Tuesday evening & blessing from her own

JSM.

I wrote yesterday to Post Off. Leamington. Excuse the Ambleside envelopes.

292. TO THEODOR GOMPERZ!
Oct. 5, 1857

I have nearly finished an Essay on “Liberty”? which I hope to publish next .
winter. As the Liberty it treats of is moral and intellectual rather than politi- |

cal, it is not so much needed in Germany as it is here.

Royal Institution, founded in 1823 for the promotion of literature, science, and fine
arts.

“ * * * ¥

1. MS at Yale, Envelope addressed: Mrs J.8.Mill / 34 Upper Parade / Leamington /
Warwickshire. Postmarks: SETTLE /SP 19/ 1857/ A, and LEAMINGTON / SP
20/ 57. Published in Hayek, pp. 257-58.

* * * %

1. MS not located. Excerpt published in Stamp.

2. Not published until Feb., 1859. See also Letters 286 and 337. The first German
translation was done by E. Pickford, published in Frankfurt, 1860.
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293. TO HENRY CARLETON!

E[ast] I|ndia] H[ouse] Oct. 12. 1857.

DEAR SiR—The little volume? which you did me the honor to send me,
arrived safely, but not until several months after the date of your letter an-
nouncing its despatch. I read it as soon as I received it, which was about a
fortnight ago, & I not only agree with you throughout on the main question
(of Liberty & Necessity) but also have to thank you for a very useful ex-
position & illustration, in small compass, of the Law of Association as applied
to the analysis of the principal mental phenomena. I could mention points
on which I differ from you; but on several of these the difference is possibly
more verbal than real. For instance, when you say on page 130 that truth is
to every man what it appears to him to be, I cannot suppose you to mean
that if I think poison to be wholesome food, it really is so to me, but only
that I cannot help viewing as truth what presents itself to my perceptions or
judgment as such. So when you say that “sin and crime exist of necessity,” I
do not understand you to mean that it is necessary they should always exist;
but only that when they exist, they are the necessary consequences of the
causes which have produced them. I do not think you successful in the faint
attempt you make to reconcile your doctrine with the received notions of
Divine perfection; but your theory is quite as consistent with those notions as
¢ the opposite theory. In truth nothing can reconcile the order of nature as we
* know it with perfect wisdom & goodness, combined with infinite power. To
., make any consistent scheme, at least one of the three must be given up.

There is something doing in this country also for the “Ass[ociatio]n Philo-
sophy.”® Mr. Bain has published under the name of “The Senses and the
Intellect,”* the first part of a treatise on the mind, which I think you would
be much pleased with. He has not yet got to your special subject, but he will
soon arrive at it. Mr. Herbert Spencer’s “Principles of Psychology,”® though
not so sound as a whole, contains many searching analyses of complex
mental phenomena, and happy applications of the principle of association.
He has unfortunately put at the head of it a dissertation under the title of the
“Universal Postulate,”® which seems to me not only erroneous, but quite
inconsistent with the philosophy of the work it is prefixed to.

1. Part of MS draft at LSE. Published in Elliot, I, 196-97. See Letter 151, n. 2.

2. Libertv and Necessiry; in which are considered the laws of association of ideas,
the meaning of the word will, and the true intent of punishment (Philadelphia, 1857).

3. The MS draft at LSE ends here.

4. London, 1855.

5. London, 1855.

6. This was originally published in WR, n.s. IV (Oct., 1853), 513-50. In expanded
form it appeared in the first edition of The Principles of Psychology as Part I, General
Analysis, pp. 2-68; in the third edition (1872) it becomes chaps. X1 and xm of Part VII
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I hope that like myself you have been successful in warding off your chest
complaint, and that your eyesight, to which your preface alludes, is at least
not getting worse.

294. TO FREDERICK SINNETT!

Blackheath
Oct. 22. 1857.

DEAR Sir—It is now some weeks since I received your letter but I have
not until now had time to answer your question.

In principle I am quite in favour of considering all land as the property of
the State, and its rent as a fund for defraying the public expenses. But there
are two objections to the application of this maxim to a country in the
circumstances of Australia. One of these you have mentioned, viz. that a
large immigration is most effectually attracted by granting the land in ab-
solute property, at a price to be only once paid. I agree with you that a time
comes when a colony is so far advanced in population & importance that
immigration ceases to be the first object so far as the colony itself is con-
cerned, & that when this time comes, the advantage of the colony should take
precedence over the interest which the mother country may have in getting
rid of a surplus population. But I doubt if that time has yet come in the case
of Australia. A great temporary immigration has been brought about by the
gold discoveries,? but I should think that for retaining the immigrants, the
colony depends very much on the facilities allowed of acquiring land; &
Englishmen do not like to settle where they cannot get land in fee. In India
we have the system you desire, but that is one great reason why few English
settle there; & the English who do go, & the greater number who would like
to go, are always clamouring to have the system changed to one of grants in
fee: & so I should think would a large part of the resident population of
Australia who have not yet got land.

There is a second objection which weighs with me as much as the first;
the very great difficulty of levying a land tax, or any annual payment, from
settlers scattered widely apart over a great wilderness. It is difficult enough,

and the first footnote discusses his differences with JSM; Spencer had criticized some of
the doctrines in the Logic (Book II, chaps. v and v1, “Of Demonstration, and Necessary
Truths”). JSM in the 4th edition of the Logic (1856) had added a chap. vu
(“Examination of Some Opinions Opposed to the Preceding Doctrines”) to answer
Spencer’s criticism.
* % * *

1. MS draft at Yale. Largely published in Elliot, I, 198-99.

2. Gold had been discovered in Australia in Feb., 1851, and the rush was on within
a few months.
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as the Americans find, to prevent squatting even when only one payment is
demanded, as a condition preliminary to occupancy. But if a payment has to
be made annually I cannot but think that to collect & enforce it, if practicable
at all, would require so costly an establishment as would absorb the chief
part of the receipts, & be quite unsuitable to the finances of a country like
Australia. In India the revenue establishments are one of the heaviest items
of the public expenditure, although India in general is thickly peopled. I
believe that attempts have been made formerly to collect taxes from out-
lying lands in the older Australian colonies but that their failure was so
complete that they were abandoned.

The newly introduced parliamentary government of the provinces® seems
to have some difficulty in getting into regular play, but this will be got over
in time. We are glad to hear your favorable account of your own prospects.*
My wife sends very kind remembrance to you which is joined by Haji & his
sister—the former I think is very unlikely to become either a Catholic or a
monk, although he passed some months in visiting convents in Italy, among
his various peregrinations in search of relief for his constant bad health. I
am y™ truly

295. TO WILLIAM HENRY SMITH!

[After October 31, 1857)?

I had already read the book with great interest. As is the case with every-
thing of yours that I have read, it seemed to me full of true thought aptly ex-
pressed and, though not resolving many questions, a valuable contribution
to the floating element; ,§_Qut..o£.wh1ch the future moral and intellectual syn-
thesis will Bave_to sl to_shape itself. I have been  much pleased both on your

e

3. New South Wales had estabhshed a Council in 1852, and between 1853 and
1856 most of the essential mechanisms of parliamentary democracy had been set up in
Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania.

4. Sinnett was then employed on the Melbourne Argus; he was also one of the
founders of the Melbourne Punch. In 1859 he returned to South Australia and became
Editor of the Daily Telegraph.

* ¥ ¥ *

1. MS not located. Excerpt published in William Henry Smith, Gravenhurst, or,
Thoughts on Good and Evil, 2nd ed. Knowing and Feeling, A contribution to Psychol-
ogy. With a Memoir of the Author [by his wife Lucy] (Edinburgh and London, 1875),

. 65.
P William Henry Smith (1808-1872), philosophical writer and frequent contributor to
Blackwood’s. JSM had known him for many years, probably since the days of the
London Debating Society. For JSM’s and Harriet’s opinion of Smith’s earlier play,
Athelwold, see Appendix, Letter 344.1.
2. The date of the publication of Smith’s Thorndale, referred to in the letter.
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296. TO AN UNIDENTIFIED CORRESPONDENT1

E[ast] I[ndia] H[ouse]
Dec. 11, 1857

DEAR SIR—I am unable to put my name to the Memorial?> which I have
just received from you, because I am, to say the least, very doubtful as to
the desirableness of the measure proposed in it.

I quite agree in the opinion that educated persons should count in a greater

ratio than that of their mere numbers in the constituency of the country. But I
have not seen any method proposed by which persons of educated minds can
be sifted from the rest of the community. All that could well be done is to give
votes to a limited number of what are called liberal professions, on the pre-
sumption (often a very false one) that every member of these professions
must be an educated person. But nearly all the recognized professions have
as such, interests & partialities opposed to the public good, & the members of
Parliament whom they would elect if organized apart would, I apprehend,
be much more likely to represent their sentiments & objects as professional,
than as educated men.

The only provisions for increasing the influence of the more educated class
of voters, to which I see my way, are 1%, an educational test for all electors,
such as would exclude the wholly uneducated. The amount of expurgation of
even the present constituencies, which this would effect, would be found I
believe much greater than is supposed. 29, I regard it as an indispensable
part of a just representative constitution, that minorities be not swamped but
that every considerable minority be represented in a fair proportion to its
numbers.? This would be secured by the simple plan proposed some years
ago by Mr. Marshall, of allowing a voter if he pleases to give all his votes to
the same candidate.* Other modes of effecting the same object have been

1. MS draft at Yale. Published in Elliot, I, 199-200.

2. A Memorial presented to Lord Palmerston in Dec., 1857, calling for special
representation of the educated classes in Parliament, was signed by many of the most
distinguished men in Great Britain, including representatives of the nobility, the clergy,
the professions, and the armed forces. The plan provided for the creation of an elec-
torate of some 92,000 educated voters who would return seventy members from
the various electoral districts to represent the educated classes. Among those who
signed the Memorial were Lord Brougham, Charles Kingsley, Arthur P. Stanley,
Edwin Chadwick, F. D. Maurice, J. A. Froude, and John Ruskin. See “The Educa-
tional Franchise.” The Times, Dec. 19, 1857, p. 8, which lists the signatories, and the
devastatingly critical leader on the proposal in The Times, Dec. 21, p. 6. JSM in his
pamphlet on parliamentary reform devoted a critical note to the Memorial (Disserta-
tions, Brit. ed. I1I, 23 n—24 n, Am. ed. IV, p. 27 n).

3. For JSM’s views on the representation of minorities, see his Thoughts on Parlia-
mentary Reform (1859) and Rep. Govt. (1861), and Letters 93 and 365.

4. The Cumulative Vote was first advocated by James Garth Marshall in 1853. See
Letter 93.
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proposed, but they would necessarily be unpopular as they propose to
operate by abridging the rights of the individual voter, while the plan in
question would extend them, & it would besides, allow weight to degree of
preference as well as to number, a distinction highly favorable to the more
eminent candidate.

I may add that I should be glad to see a representation given to the grad-
uates of the Univ. of London,’ such as is already possessed by Oxford, Cam-
bridge, & Dublin.

5. The University of London did not gain representation in Parliament until the
adoption of the Reform Act of 1867.
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297. TO LOUIS BLANC1

Blackheath
Jan. 11. 1858
MoN CHER MONSIEUR Louis BLANC

Je n’ai aucune raison pour ne pas vouloir étre cité comme l'auteur de la
brochure sur la Révolution de Février.? Au contraire je me réjouirais d’asso-
cier mon nom & cette protestation en faveur de principes qui sont les miens,
et d’hommes que je respecte profondément.

Ma femme me charge de vous offrir I'expression de sa sympathie dans
votre travail justificatif.?

tout & vous

J.S.MiLL

298. TO JOHN HOLMES!

E[ast] I[ndia] H[ouse}
Jan. 19. 1858.

DEAR SiR—I am very much obliged to you for sending me the paper which
you read at the Birmingham meeting.? I only knew enough of the Leeds ex-
periment to be aware that it had been very successful; & of the Rochdale

1. MS at Bibliothéque Nationale.

2. JSM’s “Vindication of the French Revolution of February, 1848” had been pub-
lished anonymously in WR, LI (April, 1849). Separate copies had been printed for
distribution by JSM. See Letters 4 and 7.

3. Louis Blanc’s 1848: Historical revelations. Inscribed to Lord Normanby (London,
1858); revised and expanded years later as Histoire de la Révolution de 1848 (2 vols.,
Paris, 1870).

* * O »

1. MS draft at Leeds. Published in Elliot, I, 200-201.

John Holmes (1815-1894), a draper at Leeds who became an active leader of the
co-operative movement in that area. He was the author of several pamphlets on co-
operation, e.g., Economic and Moral Advantages of Co-operation (Leeds, 1857).

2. “The Economic and Moral Advantages of Co-operation in the Provision of Food,”
read at the first annual meeting of the National Association for the Promotion of Social
Science at Birmingham, Oct. 12-16, 1857. A summary of this paper appears in the
Society’s Transactions for 1857 (London, 1858), pp. 567-69.
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one, only a little more.2 I now know the particulars of the success, & some of
the details of the plan, & I hope as occasions arise to make my knowledge
useful. The only doubt which could reasonably be entertained about the suc-
cess of cooperation in this country, was grounded on the low moral & intel-
lectual condition of the masses. Your success & that of the Rochdale Associa-
tion proves that there are at least two bodies of workpeople to be found who
are sufficiently free from shortsighted selfishness—for that is really all that
is required—to be capable of succeeding in such an enterprise, and the re-
sults, economically considered, as exhibited in your paper, are so advan-
tageous that they can hardly fail to call forth imitators. It is now shewn that
with honest & intelligent management, cooperative establishments can under-
sell individual dealers. But to do this, the management must be honest &
intelligent. If the experience of cooperation teaches the working classes the
value of honesty & intelligence to themselves, it will work as great
revolution in society as it will, in that case, a physical. But it will never do
the last without the first, and that you see this so clearly, gives me much
confidence in the value of your influence, & hopes of the permanency of your
success. I am y™ very truly

John Holmes Esq
The People’s Flour Mill
Leeds
299. TO ARTHUR MILLS!
East India House
Jan. 23.[1858]
DEAR SIR

I return your proofs? with a few pencil marks in the margin.
In the earlier facts as stated by you there are some about which I feel
doubtful. I have no doubt you have always good authority for them, but they

3. The first successful co-operative, the Rochdale Society of Equitable Pioneers,
established in 1844, formed the model for many co-operative organizations, and its
principles are still maintained by co-operatives in England and America. The Leeds
Flour Mill Society, founded in 1847, became one of the most successful of the societies,
and after 1856 it broadened its activities, becoming known eventually as the Leeds
Industrial Co-operative Society. For JSM’s discussion of the subject see his Pol. Econ.,
Book IV, chap. v, sec. 6.

* * *

1. MS in the Osborn Collection, Yale.

Arthur Mills (1816-1898), barrister, MP for Taunton, 1852-53, 185765, and for
Exeter, 1873-80; author of works on colonial government.

2. Of Mills’s book India in 1858; a summary of the existing administration, political,
fiscal, and judicial, of British India (London, 1858). In the preface to the second edi-
tion published the same year, Mills acknowledges his debt to the “friendly criticism”
of JSM.
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are sometimes apparently deficient in explanations which would give them a
somewhat different colour from that which they now bear. I have marked all

such passages for your judgment. But generally speaking your statements are
strictly accurate.

Iam
Very faithfully y**
J.S.MILL
300. TO ARTHUR MILLS
Exam. off.
Feb. 17. 1858

DEAR SR

I send you as requested a note of the points which have occurred to me as
requiring correction in your book. They are mostly very trifling, but some
few are important.

Iam
y™ very truly
J.S.MiLL
301. TO MARY MILL COLMAN!
Feb. 20. 1858

MARY—

I have received your note of Feb. 15. I do not know why you write to
me after so long an interval if you cannot shew more good sense or good
feeling than are shewn in this note. There is besides, a total want of modesty
in supposing that I am likely to receive instruction from you on the subject of
my strongest convictions>—which also were those of your father. There is
certainly nothing in your note to make me desire that there should be any
more communication between us than there has been for many years past.

JSM.

1. MS in the Osborn Collection, Yale. See preceding Letter.
* % * #
1. MS at LSE, as is also her undated letter to which this is a reply.
2. Probably refers to her remark: “nothing but the knowledge that you were a
Christian could give me so much happiness as to know that you would be glad to see
me again.” JSM eventually became reconciled with Mary.
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302. TO GIUSEPPE MAZZINI}

B[lackheath] P[ark]
Feb. 21. 1858

DEAR SirR—It gave me much pleasure to see your handwriting after so many
years interval.? I did not answer your first note when I received it, because
I hoped in answering it to have said that I had been able to do something for
Dr Laurenza.? T have been disappointed of this, through his not obtaining a
certificate from D* Scott,* the E.I.C’s examining physician, without which no
one is appointed to the medical charge of troops. I do not understand clearly
from Dr L. what are D" Scott’s objections. They are very probably quite
unreasonable; but I have no power of overruling them, & unfortunately I
have no interest or influence that can be useful to D* L. in any other quarter
though I shall lose no opportunity if any should chance to offer, as I regret
much my inability to be of service to an Italian patriot & a friend of yours.

When I began writing to you I thought that this country was meanly allow-
ing itself to be made an appendage to Louis Bonaparte’s police for the pur-
pose of hunting down all foreigners (& indeed English too) who have virtue
enough to be his avowed enemies.® But it appears we are to be spared this
ignominy; & such is the state of the world ten years after 1848 that even this
must be felt as a great victory.

I sympathize too strongly both with your taste for solitude & with the devo-
tion of your time & activity to the great object of your life, to intrude on you
with visits or invitations. We, like you, feel that those who would either make
their lives useful to noble ends, or maintain any elevation of character within
themselves, must in these days have little to do with what is called society.
But if it can be any pleasure to you to exchange ideas with people who have
many thoughts & feelings in common with you, my wife & I reckon you
among the few persons to whom we can sincerely say that they may feel sure
of being welcome.

I am Dr Sir yours very truly

1. MS draft at Leeds. Last two paragraphs published in Elliott, I, 201-202,

Giuseppe Mazzini (1805-1872), the well-known Italian patriot.

2. JSM had known Mazzini in the early years of his exile in London (1837—48) and
had accepted contributions from him for the LWR (see Letter 286, n. 14). Mazzini
had failed in a revolutionary movement in Italy in 1849 and had returned to England
in 1850. In 1857 he had failed in another effort in Italy.

3. Unidentified.

4. John Scott (1803-1859), examining physician for the East India Co., from 1845.

5. After Felice Orsini’s attempt to assassinate the Emperor Napoleon III on Jan. 14,
1858, Lord Palmerston as Prime Minister, at the request of the French government,
sponsored a bill to permit the arrest and imprisonment of those who conspired in

England against the lives of foreign rulers. The bill was defeated, and Palmerston’s
government overthrown.
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303. TO EDWIN CHADWICK1

India House
March 9. 1858
DEAR CHADWICK

The inclosed Memorandum? supplies answers to some of the grossest mis-
statements in Ashworth’s paper.?

If you look through the last 20 pages of Dr Royle’s pamphlet* which I
send, you will learn more to your present purpose than I can tell you.

ever yrs
in haste

J.S.MiLL

304. TO PASQUALE VILLARI!

East India House, London
le 9 mars 1858
MON CHER MONSIEUR VILLARI

Vos deux lettres, dont la derniére porte la date du 10 janvier, méritaient
bien une réponse plus prompte. Je vous prie de ne pas voir dans le retard
que j’y ai mis, une preuve d’indifférence aux sentiments d’amitié que vous
voulez bien me témoigner. Ce retard vient de la multiplicité de mes occupa-
tions, et surtout de la lutte que la Compagnie des Indes, dont je suis un des
employés, soutient maintenant pour son existence.? Le gouvernement Anglais

1. MS at UCL. 2. Not located.

3. Henry Ashworth (1794-1880), wealthy manufacturer, opponent of corn-laws,
friend of Cobden. Presumably his paper entitled, “Cotton: its cultivation, manufacture,
and uses” read to the Society for the Encouragement of Arts at its meeting of March
10, 1858.

4. John Forbes Royle, Review of the measures which have been adopted in India for
the improved culture in cotton (London, 1857).

* * # *

1. MS in Vatican Library. MS draft at Leeds. Published in Elliot, X, 202~203. On
verso of draft, in JSM’s hand: “Villari (2) & reply March 9, 1858. For publication.
J.S.Mill”; and, in pencil: “As Lord Russell is alive [this has been crossed out] The dis-
paraging expression about Lord Russell may be omitted at the discretion of my literary
executor.”

2. On Feb. 12 Palmerston had introduced in Parliament a bill to transfer the govern-
ment of India from the East India Co. to the Crown. JSM was responsible for the
preparation of the Company’s petition against the adoption of the bill. Alexander Bain
in his John Stuart Mill: a Criticism: with Personal Recollections (L.ondon, 1882) prints
a number of passages from the petition (pp. 96-101). The petition was presented
in the Commons on Feb. 9, was praised as a state paper, but the Company was doomed.
On Aug, 2 the Queen signed the Act transferring the government of India to the Crown.
For other writings on the subject by JSM, see MacMinn, Bibliog., pp. 90-92.
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se propose d’arracher a la Compagnie la part qu’elle conserve encore dans
Padministration de I'Inde. L’ignorance du public ne permet pas d’espoir que
la Compagnie puisse s’en tirer; mais il importe qu’elle succombe honorable-
ment, et que sa cause soit plaidée d’'une maniére digne d’un gouvernement
qui a été, j'ose le dire, unique dans le monde par la pureté de ses intentions
et par la bienfaisance de ses actes. Cette tiche étant devolue surtout & moi,
elle a di étre depuis quelque temps ma principale occupation.

Cependant depuis P'ouverture du parlement, une question d’un intérét
encore plus vif est venue compliquer la situation. Je veux parler de la misé-
rable tentative du ministére Palmerston de trainer la nation anglaise dans la
boue, en faisant d’elle une succursale de la police francaise.® Nous sommes
sauvés pour le moment de cet avilissement, par la chute du ministére, qui,
tout puissant en apparence un mois auparavant, a été chassé du pouvoir par
la combinaison de ses ennemis naturels avec ceux qui lui ont retiré leur appui
a cause de son indigne soumission & des exigences déshonorables au pays.
Cet événement m’a comblé de joie; cependant je ne suis pas encore rassuré:
les successeurs* de Lord Palmerston ne valent pas mieux que lui, et il n’est
rien moins que certain qu’ils ne seront pas, au fond, tout aussi obséquieux.
S’ils ne font pas une nouvelle loi, ce qui est encore douteux, ils feront cer-
tainement tout le mal possible au moyen des lois existantes, et celles-13 sont
déja bien assez odieuses: heureusement il nous reste le jury, et la presse
indépendante exerce sur lui une certaine influence. Vous voyez par la part
qu’il a prise dans cette affaire que Lord John Russell a du bon,5 quoique
vous I'ayez parfaitement bien jugé étre un homme trés médiocre. Tel qu'il
est, il vaut encore mieux que la plupart de nos soi-disant hommes d’état, qui,
s’ils savent quelque chose, ne savent que les traditions de la politique an-
glaise, soit conservatrice, soit libérale mais qui sont d’une ignorance profonde
sur la politique générale, et sur les idées et I'histoire des autres pays.

Jespérais vous offrir depuis longtemps mon petit livre sur la liberté, mais
plusieurs raisons m’ont décidé i ne pas le faire imprimer cet hiver.® Au
reste, il n’a guere de valeur que pour ’Angleterre. Il traite de la liberté morale
et inteliectuelle, en quoi les nations du Continent sont autant au dessus de
I’Angleterre qu’elles lui sont inférieures quant a la liberté politique.

Ma femme me charge de vous faire ses compliments. Elle s’intéresse autant
que moi a la cause de I'Italie et aux patriotes et philosophes Italiens. Nous
espérons bien vous voir avant peu, soit ici, soit peutétre 4 Florence. Algernon
Taylor se rappelle & votre souvenir. Sa santé est toujours trés faible. Moi
méme je me porte assez bien. Je serai charmé d’avoir de vous la longue

3. See Letter 302, n. 5.

4. Edward George Geoffrey Smith Stanley, 14th Earl of Derby (1799-1869), had
formed a Tory ministry with Disraeli and had taken office on Feb. 21.

5. Russell had spoken against Palmerston’s Conspiracy to Murder Bill on Feb. 9.

6. On Liberty was not published until Feb., 1859.
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lettre dont vous me parlez, et jespére y répondre une autre fois moins
tardivement. Votre dévoué

J. S. MiLL

305. TO AN UNIDENTIFIED CORRESPONDENT?

Ex{aminer’s] Off[ice]
March 11, 1858
DEeAR MRS [name heavily blacked ouf]

It seems to me that in a matter so entirely domestic and personal, no one
can interfere but yourself. I imagine that you should see the man, tell him
what your opinion is, and arrange it with him as you find best. It is the sort of
small annoyance to which every body is liable, and which every body must
settle for themselves.

Tam

y™® very truly
J.S. MiLL

306. TO WILLIAM NEWMARCH!1

Elast] I[ndia] H[ouse]
March 20, 1858

DEAR SIR—1I have been turning over in my mind the proposal which was the
subject of your note of the 17th, for founding a Professorship at King’s Col-
lege in the name of Mr Tooke.? In so far as its object is to pay honor to Mr
Tooke I entirely sympathise with it. Few persons have rendered greater
services to P. Economy & its applications than Mr Tooke, & the value of
what he has done is likely to be rated more & more highly as the subject is
better understood & as the ephemeral controversies of the present time die
away. But I am not certain that the best mode of demonstrating respect to

1. MS in 1965 in the possession of Joseph H. Schaffner of New York.
* * * *

1. MS draft at Yale. Published in Elliot, I, 204-205.

William Newmarch (1820-1882), economist and statistician, a collaborator with
Thomas Tooke in vols. 5 and 6 of A History of Prices (London, 1857). A lectureship
in economic science and statistics was founded in Newmarch’s memory at University
College, London, after his death.

2. Thomas Tooke had died on Feb. 26. The Tooke professorship of economic science
and statistics was established by public subscription in 1859 at King'’s College.
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his memory is the one suggested. It does not seem to me that the persons, of
more or less merit, in whose name professorships have been founded at the
Universities, are remembered to any purpose through those endowments. 1
for one do not even know when most of them lived or who they were. The
present plan has certainly the recommendation of aiming at public useful-
ness. But to endow a permanent Professorship to an amount worth accepting
by any eminent man, with the interest of subscriptions, would require a
much larger sum than I sh? think it would be possible to raise. And would
the lecture be attended? There is a Professorship of Pol. Ec. at Univ. College
but I believe there are hardly ever any pupils. This brings me to what is with
me a decisive objection against the plan as connected with King’s College,
namely that it is a distinctively Church Institution.? I have been fighting all
my life for the principle of Schools & Colleges for all, not for Churchmen or
any other class of religionists & I believe Mr Tooke’s opinions on the subject
were exactly the same, while K.C. was founded in avowed opposition to re-
ligious equality, as the National Schools were founded in opposition to the
Lancastrian.* I have always refused to support any kind of Church schools
& for the same reason I could not join in giving any additional advantages to
a Church College over those which are bound by their constitution to relig-
ioys neutrality.

- I am D~ St yrs very truly

JSM.

307. TO GIUSEPPE MAZZINI!

Elast] Ilndia] Hlouse]
April 15. 1858

DEAR SIR—T heartily wish that T knew where to find such a young man as you
describe. He is wanted for many other purposes besides that which you are
aiming at. But I do not know of any such person.

3. King’s College had opened in 1831 as a Church of England institution in com-
petition with University College, a non-denominational institution, which had opened
in 1828. Both colleges were incorporated into the University of London in 1836.

4. Andrew Bell (1753-1832) and Joseph Lancaster (1778-1838) conceived indepen-
dently the idea of a national system of inexpensive popular education on a voluntary
basis, employing pupils as teachers. Lancaster, a Quaker, provided for non-sectarian
religious instruction, to which the Church was opposed. In 1810 the Royal Lancas-
terian Society, later named the British and Foreign School Society, was established,
and in the following year Anglicans set up the National Society for Promoting the
Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church.

LR B R

1. MS draft at Leeds. Published, except first paragraph, in Elliot, I, 205.
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Your project is a very good one if it could be successful.? But of this there
seems little chance. Even supposing the indifference of the English to foreign
affairs overcome, you would probably find that you had only substituted one
obstacle in the place of another. The English, of all ranks and classes, are at
bottom, in all their feelings, aristocrats. They have some conception of
liberty, & set some value on it, but the very idea ‘Q'ffﬂ\*l_apljtj_iwsﬂ,&tmllg@a&
offensive to them. They do not dislike to have many people above them as
long as they have some below them. And therefore they have never sympa-
thized & in their present state of mind never will sympathize with any really
democratic or republican party in other countries. They keep what sympathy
they have for those whom they look upon as imitators of English institutions
—Continental Whigs who desire to introduce constitutional forms & some
securities against personal oppression—leaving in other respects the old order
of things with all its inequalities & social injustices and any people who are
not willing to content themselves with this, are thought unfit for liberty.
There is here & there an Englishman who is an exception, but if all the excep-
tions were to unite I doubt their making much impression on English policy.
Even Louis Napoleon was never really unpopular here until he was supposed
to have insulted & threatened England.

yrs very truly

308. TO PATRICK O’CALLAGHAN!?

Blackheath
April 17. 1858
SIr

In reply to your letter of the 9* inst. I beg to say that I have not the honor
of being a member of the British Association,” unless the body which met at
Birmingham? last year to discuss subjects connected with Social Science, has

2. Over the years Mazzini started or tried to start a great many international demo-
cratic organizations, including such groups as Young Europe, Young Germany, Young
Poland, the People’s International League, and the European Democratic Central
Committee. What the new project was at this point is not known.

* * x *

1. MS in the possession of Mr. Peter M. Jackson. . ]

Patrick O'Callaghan, LLD., D.C.L., FS.A. (d. 2 Jan., 1875), at one time Chief
Medical Officer of the 11th P. A, O. Hussars, and subsequently president of the Leam-
ington Philosophical Society. At the Sept. 1858, meeting of the British Association,
he served as secretary of Section E, Geography and Ethnology.

2. The British Association for the Advancement of Science, modelled after German
practice, first met at York Sept. 27, 1831, at the suggestion of Sir David Brewster.

3. The National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, which held its first
meeting at Birmingham in 1857, was founded under the leadership of Lord Brougham
to unite “all those interested in social improvement.” JSM was a member of the General
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merged in the older Association; but in any case I have no prospect of having
to prepare any paper for the meeting* in September next, nor of being able

to attend the meeting.
I am Sir
yr obt Servt
J.S.MiLL
P. O’Callaghan Esq
etc. etc.
309. TO JOHN ELLIOT CAIRNES!
April 22, 1858
DEAR SIR

Since receiving your note, I have read your volume of Lectures? a second
time through, and I find my original opinion confirmed, that its view of the
logic of Political Economy is thoroughly sound and philosophical, and ex-
pressed in clear and precise language. This is the most cardinal point of all
in an Examiner,® whose object should be to test the general direction of the
pupil’s faculties, still more than his positive acquirements. But your book
also shews what appears to me a thorough knowledge of the questions of
political economy which it touches on, and these are some of the most
important.

If this expression of opinion can be of any assistance in promoting your
object, you are most welcome to make use of it.

I am Dr Sir
y* very truly

J.S. MiLL

Committee. For an account of the founding of the Association see NAPSS, Transac-
tions, Birmingham, 1857 (London, 1858).

4. The BAAS held its 28th meeting at Leeds in Sept., 1858. Report of BAAS
(London, 1859).

* % *

1. MS at LSE.

John Elliot Cairnes (1823-1875), economist, B.A., Trinity College, Dublin, 1848;
M.A., 1854; Whately Professor of political economy, Trinity, 1856—61. Called to the
Irish bar, 1857; Professor of political economy and jurisprudence, Queen’s College,
Galway, 1861-70. Professor of political economy, University College, London, 1866
72. Beginning in the year following this letter, Cairnes became one of JSM’s most fre-
quent and valued correspondents. For a valuable article containing many excerpts from
their correspondence, see George O’Brien, “J. S. Mill and J. E. Cairnes,” Economica,
ns.X (Nov.,, 1943), 273-85.

2. The Character and Logical Method of Political Economy; being a course of lec-
tures delivered in Hilary Term, 1857 (London, Dublin, 1857).

3. Cairnes was probably seeking an appointment as Examiner in political economy
in the India Civil Service, a position which he appears not to have obtained until 1863.
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310. TO J. BRITTEN1

Efast] Ilndia] H[ouse]
July 1.1858

Sir——I have to acknowledge a letter from you dated June 24.

You are not the first, nor the hundredth person who has thought that he
was able to prove “that a large majority of the principles or dogmas usually
accepted by economists as being the settled principles of the science are
wholly fallacious.” I have read many such attempts: some of them more or
less ingenious, others merely stupid, but all shewing equal incapacity of see-
ing through the most obvious paralogisms: and not only did none of them, in
my judgment, effect their object, but I have rarely found that anything was
to be learnt from them, even incidentally. Having obtained no better fruit
from a considerable course of such reading, I may claim to be excused from
giving time which I can ill spare, to the examination of any new attempts of
the kind, unless I have some special reason to expect that it will differ very
much in character from its predecessors. And I certainly cannot accede to
your proposal, that I should not merely study the book which is to refute me
and all other political economists, but also assist you in writing it. I am Sir
y* obt Sert

311. TO CHARLES DUPONT-WHITE!

East India House, London
le 1 juillet 1858.
MONSIEUR

Si j’ai un peu tardé a répondre 2 la lettre que vous m’avez fait ’honneur
de m’adresser il y a plus d’un mois, c’est que je voulais auparavant avoir le
temps de donner a votre important ouvrage,” la lecture soigneuse qu’il mérite.

Je vois dans ce livre, I'exposition la plus philosophique qu’on ait donnée
jusqu’ici des principes qu'on peut invoquer en faveur de Pintervention gou-

1. MS draft at Yale. Published in Elliot, I, 206. Written on verso: “To J. Britten July
1, 1858. For publication. J. S. Mill.”

The correspondent has not been identified.

* X * *

1. MS in 1966 in the possession of M. Pierre-Sadi Carnot of Paris. Published, all but
first paragraph, in Daniel Villey, “Sur la traduction par Dupont-White de ‘la Liberté’
de Stuart Mill,” Revue d’histoire économique et sociale, XXIV (1938), 193-231.

Charles Brook Dupont-White (1807~1878), French economist and publicist; trans-
lator of JSM’s On Liberty and Representative Government. For the most thorough
treatment of Dupont-White, see Daniel Villey, Charles Dupont-White, Economiste et
Publiciste francais (1807-1878); Sa Vie; son Oeuvre; sa Doctrine, vol. I (Paris, 1936).

2. L'Individu et IEtat (Paris, 1857; 2d. ed., 1858).
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vernementale. Si je trouve que vous n’avez pas toujours donné un poids
suffisant aux raisons du c6t€ opposé je dois reconnaitre que vous en avez au
moins rendu compte avec une sincérité et une impartialité dignes d’un écrivain
qui met la vérité et le bien public au dessus du triomphe de son opinion.
Vous avez vu par le dernier chapitre de mon Traité,® qu’il y a bien des
points de contact entre votre manicre de voir et la mienne. Il n’y a entre nous
d’autres différences que celles qui peuvent exister entre penseurs. J’adhére a
tout ce que jai écrit sur la question que vous avez traitée, et jaccorde qu’il
était temps que le gouvernement général de I’Angleterre se mélat jusqu’ a
un certain point de surveiller des institutions locales d’ailleurs fort mal
organisées, et plus corrompues encore que I'état. Malgré cela, je trouve trés
dangereuse la tendance que vous signalez par expression que “I’Angleterre
s’administrative” [sic]*; et cela surtout par la raison qu’une nation qui se
repose sur son gouvernement du soin de penser pour elle dans les affaires
pratiques de la vie sociale, n’est pas et ne peut pas étre libre. Je ne connais
rien de plus fatal a la liberté qu'une bureaucratie trés capable et tres forte-
ment organisée, a la téte d’un peuple qui ne cultive pas, par une active
gérance de ses intéréts collectifs, le sens pratique des affaires sociales.

Jai ’honneur d’étre

Monsieur
Votre dévoué serviteur
J.S. MiLL
312. TO THOMAS CARLYLE?
Blackheath
July 8. 1858

My DEAR CARLYLE

Mr Russell,? the young man who wrote to you about the Poona Professor-
ship,® called on me the day after I received your note. He seemed a reason-

a

3. “Of the Grounds and Limits of the Laisser-Faire or Non-interference Principle,”
Pol. Econ., Book V, chap. x1.

4. Dupont-White (2nd ed., p. 150) writes the phrase as “La Grande-Bretagne
Sadministrative.”

* % X

1. MS and draft at NLS.

In reply to letter of June 28 from Carlyle, published in Letters of Thomas Carlyle to
John Stuart Mill, John Sterling, and Robert Browning, ed. A. Carlyle (London, 1923),
pp- 184-85. Carlyle had asked JSM to receive a Mr. Russell at his office for half an hour
“on Wednesday next.”

This appears to be the first extant letter of JSM to Carlyle since July 9, 1845. Thirty-
two letters to Carlyle are included in Earlier Letters.

2. Not identified.

3. Poona College, later called Deccan College, was founded in 1851 as a combina-
tion of Poona Sanskrit College and Poona English School.
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able and modest person enough, but with rather vague notions about the
nature of the information he was in quest of. I was able however to give him
some particulars about the prospects of personal advancement, and the
general eligibility of the position of a teacher of Hindoos. I also recom-
mended to him such books as I thought most worth his reading.

You are well out of dusty London at this season; though we by no means
find it necessary to go so far as Annan* for the calm and silence you speak
of. We have a quiet corner down here, where we shall be at any time happy
to see you.

Very truly yours
J.S. ML

313. TO HENRY SAMUEL CHAPMAN!

East India House. July 8. 1858
My DEAR CHAPMAN

You are a much better correspondent than I am. I really do not know how
many letters I have received from you since I wrote one. I am always busy,
and have been particularly so of late; but your last letter especially (dated
Feb. 14) contains so many points of interest, that I will not delay any longer
replying to it.

The history it contains of the constitutional changes which have succeeded
one another in your colony since what may be called its enfranchisement, has
connected and made intelligible the scattered information I had picked up
from the newspapers. You have certainly now obtained a very democratic
constitution,? and I am glad to see by the papers that you have yourself, since
you wrote, had the forming of an administration to work it.* No constitution,
less democratic, would be either practicable, or probably desirable in the
long run, in a society composed like that of the Australian colonies. The only
thing which seems wanting to make the suffrage really universal, is to get rid
of the Toryism of sex, by admitting women to vote; and it will be a great
test how far the bulk of your population deserve to have the suffrage them-

4. A small town in Scotland, between Dumfries and Carlisle. Carlyle had written,
“I have taken refuge here, out of the quasi-infernal London element, for a few weeks.”
* R ¥ ¥

1. MS in the possession of W. Rosenberg, University of Canterbury, N.Z. MS draft
at Yale. Published in Elliot, I, 208-11, and in R. S. Neale, “John Stuart Mill on Aus-
tralia: A Note,” Historical Studies: Australia and New Zcaland, XIIT (April, 1968),
24042,

2. Victoria had received a new constitution in 1855. and in 1857 the requirement of
property qualifications for members of the Legislative Assembly was abolished.

3. In March, 1858, Chapman had been asked to form a ministry, but, refusing to
head it, he became attorney general in a new O’Shanassy cabinet, a post which he held
until Oct. 27, 1859.
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selves, their being willing or not to extend it to women. I am sorry, by the
way, that the vulgar and insulting expression “manhood suffrage™ has
found its way to Australia. Whether so intended or not, it asserts the exclu-
sion of women as a doctrine, which is worse than merely ignoring them as
was done by giving the name universal suffrage to a suffrage limited to men.
The adoption of the ballot in Victoria® has made some noise here, and has
been a good deal appealed to by its advocates in parliament. You have
heard, no doubt, of the dinner given by Nicholson.® It will perhaps surprise
you that I am not now a supporter of the ballot, though I am far from think-
ing that I was wrong in suppesting it formerly. You remember, I daresay, a
passage which always seemed to me highly philosophical, in my father’s
History of India, where he discriminates between the cases in which the
ballot is in his estimation desirable and those in which it is undesirable:?
now I think that the election of members of parliament has passed, in the

. course of the last 25 years, out of the former class into the latter. In the early

part of the century there was more probability of bad votes from the coercion
of others, than from the voter’s own choice: but I hold that the case is now
reversed, and that an elector gives a rascally vote incalculably oftener from
his own personal or class interest, or some mean feeling of his own, the in-
fluence of which would be greater under secret suffrage than from the
prompting of some other person who has power over him. Coercive in-
fluences have vastly abated, and are abating every day: a landlord cannot
now afford to part with a good tenant because he is not politically subser-
vient: and even if there were universal suffrage, the idea of a manufacturer
forcing his workpeople to vote against the general feeling of their class, is
almost out of the question: in this as in so many other things, defendit
numerus. If these things are true in England, they must be still more true in
Australia, where I cannot imagine that any artificial security can be required
to ensure freedom of voting. But if there be even a doubt on the subject, the
doubt ought surely to turn the scale in favour of publicity. Nothing less than
the most positive and powerful reasons of expediency would justify putting
in abeyance a principle so important in forming the moral character either of
an individual or of a people, as the obligation on every one to be ready to

4. Manhood suffrage had been established in Victoria on Nov. 24, 1857. Chapman
himself was in favour of “universal suffrage.”

5. Victoria was the first modemn state to use a system of voting by ballot. Chapman
had drafted the bill for the ballot system of secret voting, later widely known and
adopted as the “Australian” system, which was passed on March 19, 1856. For the
best treatment of Chapman’s work on behalf of the ballot, see the article by R. S.
Neale cited in Letter 15, n. 1.

6. William Nicholson (1816-1865), Australian statesman, later (1859) premier of
Victoria. He had been the mover of the original motion in the Legislative Council on
Dec. 18, 1855, to include the ballot in the Electoral Act.

7. James Mill, The History of British India (3 vols., London, 1817), II, Book IV,
chap. Ix, p. 303.
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avow and justify whatever he does, affecting the interests of others. I have

long thought that in this lies the main advantage of the public opinion sanc-
tion: not in compelling or inducing people to act as public opinion dictates,
but in making it necessary for them, if they do not, to have a firm ground
in their own conviction to stand on, and to be capable of maintaining it
against attack. I shall probably at some time write and publish something
about the ballot, which will shew the grounds of my present opinion more
fully,® and perhaps more clearly, than I have now done. There is another
constitutional point which I must touch upon, because you say you have
quoted me on the subject, and my former opinion is, to say the least, very
much shaken, the payment of members of parliament.® There is, no doubt,
something to be said for it, especially where, as you remark, there is no
unoccupied class; but I am afraid of its raising up just such a class, of men
without any fixed occupation but that of being in parliament, for the sake of
the certain payment as members and the possible one as placemen. Certainly,
by all accounts, the American legislatures, both state and federal, are very
much composed of a low class of adventurers whose principal object is
money, and some Americans have a decided opinion that the payment of
members is one great cause of this. By the way, as you have quoted Bailey®
and me on this subject, I wish you would quote us on the subject of women’s
suffrage also.—The representation of minorities seems to me not only a good
but a highly democratic measure. The ideal of a democracy is not that a
mere majority of the people should have all the representation, but that if
possible every portion of the constituency should possess an influence in the
election proportional to its numbers. This cannot be realized literally, but it
seems to me a good arrangement that any portion of the constituency
amounting to a third should be able to obtain a third of the representation,
by concerting to aim at no more. This should not be done by limiting each
voter to fewer votes than there are members to be elected, which curtailing
the power of the individual voter, must always be unpopular. The plan I like
is the cumulative method,’* which I am glad to see has been carried. This
plan has also the advantage that when a voter can give all his votes to one
person, intensity of preference carries weight as well as the mere fact of
preference: an arrangement very favorable to candidates who stand on per-
sonal merit, as compared with those who are voted for only because they
belong to a party. I see you think that this plan will increase the influence of

8. He later discussed the Ballot in both Thoughts on Parliamentary Reform (Lon-
don, 1859) and in Rep. Govt. (London, 1861), chap. x, “Of the Mode of Voting.”

9. See Rep. Govt., chap. x.

10. Samuel Bailey (1791-1870), philosophical writer, in his Rationale of Political

Representation (London, 1835). A resident of Sheffield, Bailey was sometimes called

“the Bentham of Hallamshire.”
11. See both Thoughts on Parliamentary Reform and Rep. Govt., chap. vm, “Qf
True and False Democracy; Representation of All, and Representation of the Majority

Only.”




560 To Pasquale Villari Letter 314

the Irish Catholics: notwithstanding my good opinion of Duffy,* I should
be sorry for this result, but the objection is only temporary, and the advan-
tage permanent.—About education and the public lands, you seem to be in
the right track, and with a good prospect of keeping in it.

There is probably little I could tell you about English politics that you do
not already know. The East India Company has fought its last battle,’® and
I have been in the thick of the fight. The Company is to be abolished, but
we have succeeded in getting nearly all the principles which we contended
for, adopted in constituting the new government, and our original assailants
feel themselves much more beaten than we do. The change though not so bad
as at first seemed probable, is still, in my opinion, much for the worse. The
difficulty of governing India in any tolerable manner, already so much in-
creased by the mutiny and its consequences,* will become an impossibility
if a body so ignorant and incompetent on Indian (to say nothing of other)
subjects as Parliament, comes to make a practice of interfering. In other
respects, politics are more satisfactory than usual. The defeat of all the
attempts to make England instrumental to keeping Louis Napoleon where he
is,’ and the conversion of the Tory chiefs into temporary Radicals for the
purpose of remaining in place,'® are the best things that have happened in
Europe for a long time. The complete disconcerting of the old placehunters,
and the failure of all their attempts to form a party’” are very agreeable and
amusing to all but themselves.

Iam

y® very truly
J.S. MiLL

314. TO PASQUALE VILLARI?

East India House
le 8 juillet 1858
MoON CHER MONSIEUR VILLARI

Il y a bient6t trois mois que je dois une réponse a votre derniére lettre,
mais vous savez comme je suis occupé, et jespére que vous m’excuserez.

12. Charles Gavan Duffy. 13. See Letter 304, n. 2.

14. One of the most important consequences of the Indian mutiny was the ending
of the East India Company’s government.

15. See Letter 302. n. 5.

16. When Palmerston resigned office on Feb. 21, Lord Derby, failing to get the
support of the Peelites, formed a conservative administration with Disraeli. The new
Tory government promised a franchise measure.

17. The state of parties at this time was confused and unstable. Radicals refused to
accept the leadership of Palmerston.

LK B 2R 3

1. MS in Vatican Library. MS draft at Leeds. Published in Elliot, I, 206-208. In

reply to Villari’s of April 10, MS at Yale.
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Celle de mes occupations qui est depuis quelque temps la plus pressante, tire
maintenant a sa fin: la Compagnie des Indes, comme gouvernement, va
cesser d’exister,? mais elle périt avec un certain éclat, et on a suivi la plupart
de ses conseils dans I'organisation du gouvernement qu’'on va mettre & sa
place. Ce résultat, contraire a I'attente générale, est dii en grande partie aux
divers écrits que la Compagnie a fait paraitre, et auxquels je n’ai pas été
étranger.® Malgré ce succes, je suis peu disposé a accepter une place dans la
nouvelle administration, et je profiterai probablement de l'occasion pour
obtenir ma retraite.* Dans ce cas nous ferons usage de notre liberté pour
voyager; mais la nouvelle loi donnant six mois pour effectuer le changement,
je ne serai pas libre avant la fin de I'année, et dans le cas méme ou nous
irions & Florence ce ne pourrait étre qu’a un temps trés éloigné.

Vos observations sur I'Inde sont d’'une grande justesse, vii le peu de docu-
ments qui sont & votre portée. Vous avez surtout trés justement apprécié le
genre d’hommes qu’on a souvent nommés Gouverneurs de Bombay et de
Madras.® Les nominations a ces fonctions-1a sont faites par le gouvernement,
et non par la Compagnie; et le général Adam,® dont vous parlez dans votre
lettre, en fut un des plus nuls. Il est vrai aussi que les Anglais, en général,
ne se font pas aimer des races indigénes, ce qui, au reste, se peut dire égale-
ment des autres peuples européens qui gouvernent des pays €éloignés, habités
par d’autres races. Cependant les populations de I'Inde reconnaissent géné-
ralement que 'administration anglo indienne est juste. Elle ne les rangonne
ni ne les tyrannise comme leurs propres chefs, et elle tiche de leur donner
de bonnes lois et des tribunaux honnétes et impartiaux, chose inconnue en
Asie avant elle. Quant aux princes indigénes, et surtout a 'Oude, vous avez
été mal informé, ce qui n’est pas étonnant. On n’a pas viol¢ la foi des traités:
au contraire, les traités exigeaient que les princes de I’'Oude fissent une ré-
forme compléte de leur gouvernement atroce, et on les a par une fausse
délicatesse laissé violer cet engagement pendant cinquante ans, en se conten-
tant de remontrances qui n'étaient jamais suivies d’effet.” Enfin on s’est lassé

2. The bill for the transfer of the Government of India to the Crown was passed in
Parliament on the day of this letter.

3. See Letter 304, n. 2.

4. According to Bain, after a chairman had been chosen, JSM was the first to be
offered a place on the new council by Lord Stanley. JSM chose instead to retire later
in the year.

5. From 1709 the Company’s rule had been organized in three independent presi-
dencies: Bombay, Madras, and Bengal. The Governor of Bengal, the largest presidency,
eventually became the Governor-General of India. These appointments were made by
the British government, not by the Company.

6. John Adam (1779-1825), Anglo-Indian statesman. His term as acting Governor-
General for seven months in 1823 aroused criticism because of his efforts to control
the freedom of the press. .

7. Since 1765 the independence of Oudh had depended on the protection of Britain.
After repeated warnings to the princes of Oudh to put their house in order continued
to be disregarded, Lord Dalhousie in 1856 directed Lieut. General Sir James Outram
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de cette indulgence, et on a dépossédé une famille indigne de régner, qui sans
notre appui elit ét€ chassée depuis longtemps: en lui assurant toutefois une
grande richesse. Cette histoire serait trop longue pour une lettre, mais je
pourrai vous la raconter quelque jour si elle vous intéresse.

votre dévoué
J.S.MiLL

315. TO LOUIS BLANC?

Blackheath
le 9 Juillet 1858
MoN cHER MONSIEUR Louis BLANC—

Pardonnez moi de n’avoir pas encore reconnu réception de votre excellent
livre.? D’abord je voulais le lire avant d’en parler, et plus tard je fus si occupé
que j’ai ajourné toute lettre qui pouvait souffrir un retard. Je vous aurais
assurément témoigné mes remerciments la premiére fois que je vous eusse vu.

C’est presqu’une chose heureuse qu’'un homme 1éger et sans autorité
comme Lord Normanby, ait reproduit les calomnies ridicules et atroces de
1848, puisque cela vous a donné une occasion de les écraser comme vous
Iavez fait. Lord Normanby, comme I'aristocratie et la bourgeoisie anglaise
en général, a tout simplement cru ce que lui disaient les contrerévolution-
naires frangais qu'il voyait, et dont I'opinion anglaise vulgaire est devenue
Pécho. Parmi les membres du gouvernement provisoire, Lamartine est le
seul qu’il voyait aussi, et le seul, par conséquent qu’il n’a pas injurié. S'il
vous efit fréquenté, il aurait fait, de vous aussi, une exception. Ce n’est pas
un malhonnéte homme, mais il a toutes les faiblesses de sa classe, et entr’au-
tres celle d’adopter sans examen, sur les affaires des autres pays, tout té-
moignage et tous les on dit de ceux qu'il regarde comme représentant
Popinion conforme 2 celle de son parti en angleterre. Tous ces mensonges-
1a étaient oubliés, mais 'impression restait, et il fallait qu’on les rappelét de
Poubli pour qu’il fit possible, en les réfutant, d’en atténuer Ieffet. Il n’y a
pas d’opinion a laquelle on tient aussi fortement qu’a celle dont on a oublié
les fondements. Vous avez bien profité de I'occasion. Votre ouvrage sera
historique, et ceux qui désirent la vérité pourront désormais en juger par
eux-mémes en comparant I'accusation et la réponse. Aussi vous avez dii voir

to take over the administration of Oudh. It became one of the centres of the Mutiny
of 1857-58.
* % ¥ »

1. MS at Bibliothéque Nationale. MS draft at Yale. Published in Elliot, I, 212-13.

2. See Letter 297, n. 3.

3. Constantine Henry Phipps, 1st Marquis of Normanby (1797-1863), ambassador
to France, 1846-52. His A Year of Revolution. From a Journal kept in Paris in 1848
(2 vols., London, 1857) was attacked by Blanc as inaccurate and untrustworthy.
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que la réfutation n’a pas €té sans effet. Toutes les notices qu’on a faites sur
votre ouvrage,* au moins toutes celles que j'ai vues, malgré 'extréme igno-
rance propre aux écrivains anglais sur la politique étrangére, laissent voir
que si vous n’avez pas beaucoup ébranlé les préventions contraires aux
hommes et aux événements de 1848, du moins on a ressenti effet de la
loyauté et de la franchise de vos explications.

Vous n’étes pas oublié ici. Ma femme vous cite souvent, et me prie de
vous présenter ses compliments affectucux.

tout & vous

J.S. ML

316. TO HARRIET MILL!

New Bath Hotel
Matlock
Sunday % past 5
[July 11, 1858]

My dearest will I know want to hear whether I was in time for the train,
and how I prospered, so I write immediately. Happily the N. Kent was only
two or three minutes behind time, so I got to Euston station in ample time—
& on getting to Derby, found I could go on in half an hour by railway to
Ambergate, six miles from here. So all was right, and I have come from
Ambergate here in a phaeton, along a valley a good deal like the Wye near
Tintern—a narrow space of meadow between high & mostly thickly wooded
hills, & even the river at the bottom looking nearly as large as the Wye
though really much smaller as to quantity of water. This place as far as I
could see it in coming & can see it from the window at which I am writing,
seems quite a village, not at all the dressed up street like watering place 1
thought it might be—<& the high hills & perpendicular cliffs come quite close
to it. The weather has been all day & is now most beautiful & there has been
no rain lately nor for a long while in Derbyshire & Leicestershire except two
or three thunderstorms. The grass looks much more parched than with us,
that is in the level country, for here they say there have been showers. The
difference of climate is shewn in this that much of the grass is not yet carried,
& some not cut. There seems a prospect of fine weather. Thanks to my pre-
cious darling for encouraging me to come. I am now going out for a stroll &

4. Representative notices may be found in SR, May 8, pp. 476-78; Sp., April 24, pp.
445-46; and Athenaeum, April 24, pp. 526-28.

® ® % *
1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Mrs Stuart Mill / Blackheath Park / Kent.
Postmarks: MATLOCK BATH/ A /JY 12/ 58 and SR / LONDON / JY-13 / 58.
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shall come in to fea, having had a good dinner of soup & roast lamb at the
Railway station at Derby, strange to relate. It seems fully as pretty as I ex-
pected & this seems a very clean & prettily situated, & not very pretentious
inn though I do not think I shall like the people who keep it. I cannot yet
tell my movements but will write tomorrow. If dear one writes tomorrow
(which I shall not expect) direct Post Office Matlock. Adieu my own darling
love.
Your

JSM.

317. TO HARRIET MILL!

Matlock
Monday 2 o’clock
[July 12. 1858]

My dearest love, T have pretty well exhausted Matlock—yesterday eve-
ning I climbed the highest hill in this part of the country, the one called
Masson, & between that walk & this morning’s I have gone to nearly every
point & caught every view from both sides of this gorge of about a mile & a
half in length. It is exceedingly pretty, some points even striking, but one
sees the best at first: beyond a narrow compass one only passes or looks into
country pretty indeed but in a tamer way. I should like to pass a day here
with you but I question if we should care to stay longer. So I mean to go on
to Chatsworth by a train at % before 4. In case there is a letter tomorrow
morning I shall not lose it, for as the distance is but % of an hour by railway
I shall run down here for it. In this way I shall make best use of my time. I
have done pretty well as to plants & have had the best of weather—yester-
day evening & night were of the most perfect brightness: today it is cloudy
but warm, with occasional outbreaks of sunshine. It feels quite strange that
yesterday morning we should have been talking of the necessity of my having
a fire: all the care I have needed was to keep my feet cool. The people here
say however that they have had it very cold a week ago—& two rainy days
this last week. If you write tomorrow darling, please direct to Bakewell
which seems the best centre, for Haddon Hall, Monsal & Millers-dales & even
Castleton if T have time to go there. I shall write again tomorrow & then
not on Wednesday or Thursday as she said, but on Friday. This watering
place seems to have but few people as yet, & those of a rather humble
character. There is but the least little bit of town if one can call it so, & the

1. MS at Yale.
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rest is houses dotted about a small portion of the side of a very steep slope.
The opposite side of the gorge is steep woody cliff nearly the whole way, &
the part of it called High Tor is a sort of Saléve® on a small scale. There are
plenty of cut walks but no drives except the high road up the gorge. Adieu
my darling from your own

JSM.

318. TO HARRIET MILL!

Chatsworth Hotel Edensor
Tuesday 3 o’clock
[July 13. 1858]

I came on, dearest, from Matlock as I said, & when I got to Rowsley left
my portmanteau to go by the omnibus & walked to & across Chatsworth to
this inn which belongs to the Duke? & is on the outskirts of the park: & in
the evening I walked over all the finest parts of the park. All the way from
Matlock is a broad valley between high, green, often wooded hills: at
Rowsley it forks into two, in the lefthand of which is Bakewell; the righthand
(rather the smaller valley but with the larger river) is filled up by Chats-
worth. It is a very fine park & a great ugly clumsy house. This morning after
going by railway to Matlock & back on the chance of a letter, I walked round
by Haddon Hall, saw it, & made a circuit hither. Before I leave this evening
for Bakewell I shall endeavour to see the conservatories of Chatsworth: the
house I don’t want to see. Today began very hot, but the wind had changed
a little to the west & the day got overcast & threatened rain; but there has
been none as yet. I shall stay at Bakewell all tomorrow at any rate: whether
I shall excurse from it to Castleton or go at once to Dovedale will depend
upon the facilities I find. I hold to returning on Saturday, but it may perhaps
be on Saturday night, so as to arrive on Sunday morning. If my precious love
writes tomorrow, direct to Bakewell, as I shall not leave till the post comes
in. After that if she goes to Folkestone it will not be worth while for her to
write again, but I shall enquire on Saturday morning at Tissington near Ash-

2. Mt. Saléve, a limestone mountain in the French Alps near the southwest corner of

Lake Geneva.
* ¥ % ¥

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Mrs Stuart Mill / Blackheath Park / Kent.
Postmarks: BASLOW / TY 13 / 1858 / A: CHESTERFIELD / JY 13 / 1858, and

LONDON / AH /JY 14/ 58.
2. Sir William Cavendish (1808-1891), who had become the 7th Duke of Devon-

shire in Jan. of this year.
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bourne. I have been most unexpectedly fortunate in weather though there
must have been more rain on the whole season here than further south, to
judge by the extreme greenness of everything. I shall write again on Friday
my darling wife, till then adieu & a thousand blessings such as you give to
your

JSM.

319. TO HARRIET MILIL!

Bakewell
Thursday eve.
[July 15-16. 1858]

My darling! I received her most precious letter yesterday morning and the
pleasure it gave was almost worth the absence. As to prolonging my stay,
what she so kindly & sweetly writes would induce me to do it, if it were not
that this excursion has not quite fulfilled our expectations or rather hopes in
the matter of health. I have found no deficiency of strength, but have never
been without a dry furred tongue, & never many hours without other decided
sensations of indigestion, & this in spite of the greatest care, & observance of
your advice in every particular. An excursion of this sort is excellent to
strengthen me against indigestion, but it does not perhaps tend so much to
cure it when it exists. Perhaps the regularity of home may do better. I dare
say however I shall be the better for this afterwards as has so often been the
case. As I shall therefore see her on Sunday morning & she will not get this
till Saturday, I will keep all description for a nice talk & will only say that,
contrary to my expectation, the place which seems most suitable for us to
make any stay at is Buxton which I walked to yesterday, returning on the top
of the omnibus. On consideration I thought that Dovedale had not the étoffe
of a place for more than a day, so I was driven there in a phaeton this morn-
ing from here—the place was not a disappointment but was soon seen & I
have just come in from an eleven miles walk taken since I came back. To-
morrow morning I shall go to Castleton & shall have the greater part of to-
morrow & the greater part of Saturday to spend there as I shall go from
thence to Sheffield, no great distance, & return by a night train from there,
arriving in town at about five on Sunday morning when I will rest a little &
breakfast & then come home to my darling. The weather has been excellent
—the last two afternoons there has been a little rain, not enough to do any
harm, & tonight there has been a little since dusk, with some lightning. I
found no plants Tuesday or today, but yesterday was a splendid day for

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: Mrs Stuart Mill / Blackheath Park / Kent.
Postmark: BAKEWELL / 7? / LONDON / JY - 77/ 58.
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them, as I found five, of which Jacob’s ladder was one. Adieu with a thou-
sand loves from your
JSM.

Friday morn#. I have only now got my darling’s second sweet & lovely letter
—through the stupidity doubtless of the Post Office. One does not think it
necessary in England to ask to look over the letters oneself, but I sh? have
done so if there had been none this morning. You see darling the reasons are
strongest for going home. It has rained all night but seems as if it would
clear for today. your own

320. TO EDWIN CHADWICK!

East India House
July 22. 1858
DEeAR CHADWICK

Do not pay any regard to anything you may have heard or read about
seven vacancies.? They are the very bad guesses of people entirely unin-
formed. No one can have information, as the Directors do not themselves
know whom they will elect,® and the Government will not determine whom
to nominate until it knows who have been elected. I do not think that any
single vacancy is certain (or even very probable) except Guildford* and I
do not think it at all probable that Reigate will be vacated—but this is only
my own guess, perhaps no better founded than those of others—and I beg
you will not mention it. I do not think I shall have earlier information than
yourself on the subject.

I find difficulty in getting sanitary information for you here.® The best
chance will be by your conferring personally with Mr Appleton® of the Mili-
tary Department in this house.

yrs very truly
J.S. MiLL

1. MS at UCL.

2. Vacancies in Parliament to be created by appointments to the new Council for
India. The recently adopted India Act provided for a Secretary of State for India and
a Council of fifteen members, eight to be chosen by the government and seven by the
Court of Directors of the East India Co.

3. The directors held their election on Aug. 9.

4. Ross Donnelly Mangles (1801-1877), MP for Guildford (1841-58), a director
of the East India Co. (1847-58) and chairman (1857-58), was elected by the Court
of Directors as a member of the new Council.

5. Chadwick read a paper “On the Application of Sanitary Science to the Protection
of the Indian Army” at the meetings of the NAPSS at Liverpool, Oct. 11-16, 1858. It
was published in the NAPSS, Transactions, 1858, pp. 487-504.

6. George Appleton, a clerk in the military department.
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321. TO EDWIN CHADWICK1

India House
July 31. 1858
DEAR CHADWICK

Your paper? is very good, and full of useful matter. I do not know if I
can suggest any additions to it but I will go through it a second time with
that view. There are some very bad misprints or lapsus calami in it, render-
ing several of the sentences obscure & confused.

If you want the paper returned immediately, drop me a line.

yrs very truly
J.S. MiLL

I agree with you about the representation of minorities but not about
effecting it by single votes, which would make the minority equal to the
majority. I prefer Marshall's plan of cumulative votes.?

322. TO JOHN WILLIAM PARKER?

Aug. 5.1858
DEAR SIR

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the remaining £250 due on account
of the fourth edition of the Political Economy.?
I suppose you are delaying the account of the sale of the Logic? & Essays*
last year, until there is a balance of profit.
Y*# very truly

J.S. ML

1. MS at UCL.

2. Probably either the paper referred to in the preceding letter, n. 5, or the paper
he read to the Section of Economic Science and Statistics of the Brit. Assoc. for the
Advancement of Science, at Leeds, Sept. 27, 1858: “On the Progress of the Principle
of Competitive Examination for Admission into the Public Service,” published in both
the Journal of the Society of Arts, V1 (1858), 671-73 (a condensed report), and the
Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, XXII (1859), 44-75.

3. See Letters 93 and 112.

* ® X *

1. MS at LSE. 2. The 4th ed., 1857.

3. The 4th ed., 1856.

4. Essays on some Unsettled Questions of Political Economy, 1844,
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323. TO FREDERICK J. FURNIVALL1

Aug. 23. 1858
DEAR SIR

Pray excuse my not having sent this book sooner.? It had been mislaid.

The apparently slow progress of Cooperation is not discouraging. It can-
not progress more rapidly than the intelligence and moral feelings of opera-
tives. The interest of each is indeed best promoted by the good of the whole,
but no selfish person will ever know or believe this. It is just as well that
cooperative experiments should only be attempted by those who are capable
of making them succeed. Those which exist are most precious instruments
of popular education. The Rochdale history is really glorious.?

yrs very truly
. S. MiLL

324. TO THEODOR GOMPERZ1

East India House, August 30, 1858.

I. .. have been interested by the information as to your papers in the
Rhinish Museum.? I was disappointed however at your not saying anything
of your historical work on Greek philosophy,® which T expect will be very
valuable not only by throwing new light on historical points, of which there
are always a great number to be cleared up by any competent inquirer. but
also by exhibiting the speculations of the ancients from the point of view
of the experience philosophy, a thing hardly yet attempted, and least of all
in your country.

1. MS at Huntington. 2. Not identified.

3. The Rochdale Society of Equitable Pioneers had been organized in 1844 with 28
members and a capital of £28. By 1858 it had 1950 members and a capital of £ 18.000.
JSM discusses the society in his Pol. Econ., 5th ed., Book IV, chap. vi, sec. 6. G. J.
Holyoake’s Self-Help by the People—Hisiory of Co-operation in Rochdale was pub-
lished in the year of this letter. See also Letter 298.

* X ¥ ¥

1. MS not located. Excerpt published (first paragraph) in Gomperz, p. 268, and
(plus second paragraph) in Stamp.

2. “Zu Euripides.” in Rheinisches Muscum. X1 (1857), 470-71; and “Zu den grie-
chischen Tragikern,” ibid., XIII (1858), 477-79.

3. This was the work that was to occupy Gomperz for the better part of his life. Tt
was eventually published as Gricchische Denker. Einc Geschichte der antiken Philo-
sophie (3 vols., Leipzig, 1896-1909). Published in English as Greek Thinkers. A
History of Ancient Philosophy, vol. 1 trans. by Laurie Magnus, vols. 2-4 by G. G. Berry
(New York and London, 1901-12).
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I have no objection to your annexing to the Logic any part of the contro-
versy with Whewell* which you think likely to be useful. There are not many
defences extant-of-the gthics of utility, and I have sometimes thought of re-
printing this and other papers T have written on the same as well as on other
subjects.

325. TO THE MEMBERS OF THE EXAMINER-OFFICE!
East India House, Oct.2, 1858

DEAR Sirs,—I thank you heartily for your unsought and only too compli-
mentary expression of the friendly feelings of which I had already received
from you individually so many proofs. I have not long had the honour of pre-
siding over you; but during that time, if it had been the sole object of all of
you to make my situation agreeable to me, you could not have more effec-
tually exerted yourselves for that purpose.

It is no mere reciprocation of politeness when I say that I have been proud
of my associates; and my feelings on my retirement would have been very
different from what they are, were it not for the conviction that I leave be-
hind me an office surpassed by none and equalled by few in the high qualities
of the chiefs of departments, and the general efficiency of the establishment.

Believe me to be, gentlemen, with sincere regard, yours faithfully and
obliged,

J. S. MiLL

4. William Whewell (1794-1866), Professor of Moral Philosophy and Master of
Trinity College, Cambridge, whom JSM had attacked in his Logic, especially in Books
IT and III. Gomperz may have proposed adding JSM’s review of Whewell’s Elements
of Morality and Lectures on the History of Moral Philosophy in England in the WR,
ns. IT (Oct., 1852), 34985, reprinted in Dissertations, Brit. ed. II, 450-509, and Am.
ed. 111, 132-92, and in Collected Works, X, 167-201.

Actually, the first German translation of the Logic was done by J. Schiel, and the
Gomperz translation was not published until 1873-75. See Letter 183, n. 2 and n. 3.

* ® * »

1. MS not located. Published in G. J. Holyoake’s The Reasoner, Jan. 23, 1859, p. 29,
as from Allen’s Indian Mail.

On the occasion of JSM’s retirement as Examiner, his associates subscribed to a
handsome testimonial for him in the shape of a silver inkstand. Designed by Digby
Watt and manufactured by Messrs. Elkington, it was described as “a casket of oblong
form, and of remarkably elegant design, having on the lid a copy in bas-relief of
Raphael’s picture of the ‘School of Athens,’ flanked by medallion heads of Apollo and
Minerva, on the ends medallions of Aristotle and Plato, and on the front and back
portions of the Panatheniac frieze, all in bas-relief.” Inside the lid was the following
inscription: “Presented to John Stuart Mill, on his retirement from the office of
‘Examiner of Indian Correspondence,” in token of high admiration and esteem, and
warm personal regard, by his associates in that department of the East India House.”
The accompanying letter, signed by twenty-nine persons, is also printed with this reply.

JSM, who on principle disliked all such demonstrations, was angry when he learned
of the plan and would have none of it. According to W. T. Thornton, who originated
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326. TO HELEN TAYLOR!

Lyons? Oct 21. [1858]
DEeAR LiLY

Mama is decidedly better today, and has no doubt that she shall be quite
well with two or three days more rest. Her head is a great deal better than
yesterday, but still it aches with the least exertion, and therefore she asks me
to write for her. It has been one of the usual attacks of fever. She has taken
the fever mixture and some pills, and it is now over. She is very weak, and
does not mean to get up till tomorrow, when she has ordered a warm bath
in the bedroom which she says will quite set her up. This is the exact state of
the case, therefore be sure there is nothing to be uneasy about. As it is
doubtful if they deliver letters on Sunday she will not write again till Satur-
day. If this reaches you in time to write a word to Avignon on Saturday, it
will be sure to be in time, we shall go so slowly: or you might even write on
Sunday with scarcely a chance of not being in time: besides that at the worst
it would be sent on. And now, Mama says, adieu dear—as do I. Yours

J.SM.

327. TO DR. CECIL GURNEY!

Avignon
Oct. 28. 1858
DEAR DR GURNEY,

My wife is lying at the Hotel de 'Europe here, so very ill that neither she
nor I have any hope but in you to save her. It is a quite sudden attack which

the idea, the sponsors had to arrange with Messrs. Elkington to deliver the testimonial
to Mrs. Mill’s house at Blackheath. On later visits, Thornton observed the inkstand in
the drawing room, but it was not mentioned again. See Packe, p. 391, as quoted from
H. R. Fox Bourne, ed. John Stuart Mill—Notices of his Life and Works (London,
1873), no. 2, “His Career in the India House,” by W. T. Thornton.

* X x *

1. MS at LSE. Envelope addressed: Angleterre / Miss Trevor / Post Office / Aber-
deen / N.B. Postmark: LYON / 21 / Oct / 58.

Helen Taylor (1831-1907), daughter of Harriet; advocate of women’s rights; mem-
ber of London School Board, 1876-84.

2. JSM took advantage of the change of administration from the East India Co. to
the government to retire with a generous pension of £1500 a year. more than his salary
had been until his promotion of the previous year, when it was raised to &£ 2000.
Officially his retirement did not become effective until the end of the year, but his and
Harriet’s health dictated their wintering in a warmer climate. They left England for
the South of France on Oct. 12, 1858. Since Mrs. Mill had a cough and fever when they
arrived in Lyons on Oct. 19, they stopped there.

LR R S 4

1. MS at Yale. Envelope addressed: A Monsieur / M. le docteur Gurney / a Nice.

Published in Hayek, pp. 261-62.
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came on at Lyons, of incessant coughing which prevents sleeping, and by the
exhaustion it produces has brought her to death’s door. I implore you to
come immediately. I need hardly say that any expense whatever will not
count for a feather in the balance. I am Dear D* Gurney

very truly yours

J. S. MiLL?

328. TO HELEN TAYLOR!

[Avignon]
[ Oct. 29 or 30?7 1858]

DEAR LiLy Mama has had a tremendous attack of bronchitis with conges-
tion & fever much worse than at Lyons. We have done everything possible &
today for the first time she is a little better. The cough has been unceasing &
most painful preventing her lying down day or night or getting any sleep
besides that the intense nervous irritation caused by the congestion the fever
& the fatigue made her almost out of her mind. We have had the best
physician here but his prescriptions are too weak. She has taken a number of
her own. On Thursday she did not think she shd recover. She thought you w?
see by her letters from Lyons how ill she was but she did not like to alarm
you. Today she is certainly better. The cough is less frequent & the head for
the first time more calm. We took every precaution on the road. She was car-
ried by the porters in a chair to the railway at Lyons & we had a coupé to
ourselves from Valence here but she says the whole [?] incidents of such a
journey are totally unfitted for her. The excessive hardship of every part—
the inability to have anything fit for a delicate stomach to eat, the tremen-
dous noise everywhere, the coarse manners of the women, the intense fatigue
of waiting in the railway rooms for at least half an hour & then the immense
distance to go both to & from them. This inn is thought one of the best in
France & we appear to have the best rooms yet bedrooms & sitting room are
of red tiles with thin carpet over wet she endeavoured to obviate the first day by
using a footstool but in vain—but still far more than all the evident fatal
| 2. Preserved at Yale also is what was evidently a partial draft for the foregoing
etf‘esrﬁe has had no sleep for five nights in fact is quite unable to lie down as the sen-
sation of inability to breathe commences the moment she attempts to put the head
otherwise than leaning forward. This is the one symptom which seems to me to sur-
mount all the rest.

I am yrs very truly”
* X X *

1. MS at Yale. Published in Hayek, pp. 262-63. JSM and Harrict arrived in Avignon
on Wednesday, Oct. 27.
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effect upon her of the air of the S[outh] of F[rance]. She dragged herself up
to write you a few words on Wed” that you might not be anxious, hoping it
wi prove as she said—but she felt ill as she wrote & got gradually worse till
at night she was very ill. She does not wish you to come to her because she
thinks she has taken the turn to get better & therefore it w! be a very great
pity to break up your good arrangements w*® are a great pleasure to her to
hear of. You shall know continually how she is going on. We have got all
your letters from Montplellier] today here & continue to write here for it
will probably be weeks before we leave this place. All notice of your letters
must be at a future time.

She is anxious that you sh® not think of coming to her. She w? be extreme-
ly annoyed if you did.

J.SM.
And now she says adieu dear girl in haste.
329. TO HELEN TAYLOR!
Hotel de I'Europe
Avignon
Nov. 1. 1858

CABLE
By the Electrical and International Telegraph Company.

She is not better or perhaps worse have written to beg D" Glurney] to
come.?

330. TO THE MAYOR OF AVIGNON!

[After November 3, 1858]
MONSIEUR LE MAIRE,

Par vos fonctions officielles, vous avez eu connaissance du malheureux
événement qui a créé pour ma famille avec la ville que vous administrez un
lien indissoluble. Nous croyons ne pouvoir rendre un meilleur hommage a
celle que nous avons perdue qu’en faisant autant que possible les choses que,
vivante, elle efit voulu faire; et comme elle n’aurait pas pu venir s'établir 2

1. MS at Yale. Addressed to: Miss Trevor / at Mrs King / 36 Union St. / Aberdeen.
Helen’s reply is at LSE. .
2. Neither Gurney nor Helen Taylor arrived in time. Mrs. Mill died in the Hotel de

PEurope on Nov. 3.
* * * @

1. MS not located. Published in Jules Véran: “Le Souvenir de Stuart Mill & Avignon,”
Revue des Deux Mondes, Sept. 1, 1937, p. 216.
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Avignon sans que les matheureux de cette ville en cussent profité, nous sou-
haitons que, dans la triste circonstance ot nous nous trouvons, ils aient en-
core a la remercier de quelque chose. Veuillez donc, monsieur le maire,
accepter au profit de la Caisse des pauvres le don de mille francs, somme
proportionnée a nos facultés plutdt qu’a nos désirs, et que nous vous prions
de vouloir bien inscrire au nom de ma bien-aimée épouse, M™¢ Henriette
Mill, née Hardy, décédée & Avignon le 3 novembre 1858.
Agréez. . ..
J. STUART MILL

331. TO JAMES BENTHAM MILL!

[After November 3, 1858]

[Mill, in writing to his brother James after his bereavement, says:—]
When I was happy, I never went after any one; those that wanted me might
come to me.

332. TO WILLIAM THOMAS THORNTON1!

Hotel d’Europe, Avignon
Nov. 9, 1858

My DEAR THORNTON—The hopes with which I commenced this journey
have been fatally frustrated. My wife, the companion of all my feelings, the
prompter of all my best thoughts, the guide of all my actions, is gone! She
was taken ill at this place with a violent attack of bronchitis or pulmonary
congestion—the medical men here could do nothing for her, & before the
physician at Nice? who saved her life once before could arrive, all was over.

It is doubtful if I shall ever be fit for anything public or private, again.
The spring of my life is broken. But I shall best fulfil her wishes by not giving
up the attempt to do something useful, and I am not quite alone. I have with
me her daughter, the one person besides myself who most loved her & whom
she most loved, & we help each other to bear what is inevitable. I am sure
of your sympathy, but if you knew what she was you would feel how little
any sympathy can do.?

1. MS not located. Excerpt quoted in Bain, JSM, p. 169. The portion in brackets is
Bain’s introduction to the excerpt.

* * X B

1. MS draft at Yale. Excerpt published in Bain, p. 102.

2. Dr. Henry Cecil Gurney. See Letters 107, n. 12, and 327.

3. The following sentence is cancelled in the draft: “The only consolation possible
is the determination to live always as in her sight.”
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We return straight to England but shall be detained here for some days
longer & I beg of you the kind office of inserting the inclosed notice twice in
the Times & once in the Post, Herald & Daily News & in the principal weekly
papers. Believe me my dear Thornton

very sincerely yours

[THE NoOTICE]
Died on the 3¢ November, at Avignon, after a few days illness, to the
inexpressible grief & irreparable loss of those who survive her, Harriet, the
dearly loved wife of John Stuart Mill, late of the East India House.*

333. TO DR. HENRY CECIL GURNEY?

Blackheath Nov. 24. 1858
DEAR DR GURNEY

The sum which Sir J.0.2 received shall be paid into your banker’s as soon
as the proceeds of the sale of some securities come in which will be on the
1st of December. It is well earned by the sacrifices you made® & above all,
the risks you incurred to health & practice in the hope of saving that precious
life—& though I am not in circumstances to think lightly of such a sum, I
never less grudged any payment. Would to God it had been all I have & that
we had written to you three days sooner! You did all that man could, & your
presence was an immense good to us even as it was. Wet have only just
arrived here, having remained at Avignon to see her removed to her (& our)
last resting place & to complete the purchase of a small house & garden near
the cemetery® which we shall now frequently require. Helen’s health kept
up while we remained at Avignon but broke down as soon as we arrived
here: She is however better today & I hope is doing well. She begs to be

4. This notice appeared in The Times, on Nov. 13, 1858, p. 1, under “Deaths.” The
MS draft includes a variant of the phrase preceding “Harriet”; “to the inexpressible
grief & irreparable loss of her family & the regret of all who had the happiness to
know her.”

* O* *® ®

1. MS draft at Yale. In reply to Gurney’s of Nov. 13, also at Yale, as is Gurney’s
rejoinder of Dec. 1.

2. Sir Joseph Oliffe (1809-1869), from 1852 physician at the British Embassy in
Paris, and generally regarded as the chief representative of English medicine in that
city. JSM paid Gurney £ 1000, the sum Gurney reported that Sir Joseph had received
for a professional trip to Nice. .

3. It took Gurney a week to go from Nice to Avignon, and Mrs. Mill was dead
when he arrived. See Letter 327. L

4. His stepdaughter Helen Taylor accompanied him. She was to become his lifelong
constant companion and assistant.

5. In St. Véran, a suburb of Avignon, where for the rest of his life he was to
spend about half of each year.
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kindly remembered to you. To myself the return to the place which is full of
memories unlike those of that dreadful time is soothing—but no one except
ourselves can know what a blank our life now is.
I am dear Dr Gumey
ever yours truly

J.S.MiLL

334, TO HERBERT SPENCER!

Blackheath
Nov. 25. 1858
DEAR SIR

I trust you will not have supposed that your note would have remained
unanswered from any other cause than my not having received it. It came
into my hands two days ago, on my returning from a journey on the Conti-
nent, which was abruptly closed by the most melancholy event? which could
possibly have happened to me. I have now next to nothing left to care for
in life, except to use such power as I have of helping forward my opinions—
which it is uncertain if I shall ever again have energy enough, even if left to
myself I had wisdom enough, effectually to serve by anything I can write. I
have only the greater desire to be useful to fellow labourers in the same field
of uscfulness, and I have so many opinions and modes of thinking in com-
mon with you that I regard you as one of the principal of these. You may
therefore rely on me in any quarter in which I have influence—but I have no
ground for believing that Lord Stanley® is one of these. I have seen him in
private just three times—the first was when he offered me a place in the
Council of India*—the last when I took leave of him on my retirement. We
have conversed exactly once on any topic of public interest. He has on these
different occasions been very polite and flattering, but I have no reason to
think that he retained any interest in me from the time when he knew that I
was not going to serve under him. The mode of transacting business which

1. MS copy at Yale. In reply to Spencer’s letter of July 29, 1858, published in
Spencer’s Autobiography, 11, 27-28.

Herbert Spencer (1820-1903), the philosopher. Then in financial difficulties, he had
asked for JSM’s help in obtaining a place in the new Indian Administration which
would give him leisure to continue his philosophical writing,

2. The death of his wife.

3. Edward Henry Stanley, later 15th Earl of Derby (1826-1893), was Secretary of
State for India, Aug., 1858-June, 1859, in his father’s cabinet. Actually, Stanley was a
great admirer of JSM. Spencer eventually had a friendly letter from Stanley, dated
Jan. 4, 1859, published in David Duncan, Life and Letters of Herbert Spencer (2 vols.,

New York, 1908), 1, 120.
4. See Letter 314, n. 4.
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he has adopted, almost exclusively with the Chairmen of Committees of
Council, has not brought him into much contact with the officers of the
India House, and I had therefore no opportunity of acquiring any influence
with him. This being the case it would be an impertinence in me to volunteer
any recommendation to him, especially if it relates to the patronage of an-
other minister, a case in which, as I know, ministers have generally the
strongest feeling of delicacy about intermeddling even in the slightest man-
ner. I am therefore unable to help you in the way you propose; but if you
think it can be of any use to you to mention me, in any terms however strong,
either verbally or in writing, to any minister or other person whatever, as
one who would derive the greatest satisfaction both public and private from
your obtaining what you seek—and who would think it a credit to any minis-
ter to obtain the aid of abilities and principles like yours for the public ser-
vice, and an absolute disgrace not to avail himself of them when offered—
you have my fullest authority to do this—and there are some members even
of the present Government, especially Bulwer® and Disraeli,® on whom so
decided an opinion from me if known to them might perhaps have some
influence.
I am Dear Sir
Yrs very faithfully

J.S. MILL

335, TO GEORGE GROTE!

Blackheath, 28t November 1858
MYy DEAR GROTE

I knew that you would feel with me and for me. Your letter has done as
much good to me and to my fellow-sufferers as we are now capable of receiv-
ing.

If T were to attempt to express in the most moderate terms what she was,
even you would hardly believe me. Without any personal tie, merely to have
known her as I do would have been enough to make life a blank now that she
has disappeared from it. I seem to have cared for things or persons, events,
opinions on the future of the world, only because she cared for them: the

5. Sir Edward George Earle Lytton Bulwer-Lytton, 1st Baron_ Lytton (1803-1873),
novelist and politician; Secretary for Colonies in the Derby Cabinet, May, 1858-June,
1859; MP for Lincoln, 183241, Hertfordshire, 1852-66.

6. Benjamin Disraeli, later 1st Earl of Beaconsfield (1804-~1881), novelist and
statesman; Chancellor of Exchequer in Derby Cabinet, Feb., 1858-June, 1859.

* * X ¥

1. MS draft at Leeds. Published in Elliot, I, 213.
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sole motive that remains strong enough to give any interest to life is the
desire to do what she would have wished; but will this give the strength
or the energy to do any new thing? Perhaps not. I shall try, however. I can
at least put in order for publication what had been already written in concert
with her, and this is my occupation for the present.

Pray express to Mrs Grote my gratitude for her kind sympathy. I will
write again soon.

336. TO HERBERT SPENCER!

Blackheath Park
Nov. 28. 1858
DEAR SIR

The concluding words of my note? were for yourself only. But you have
my full authority to say, to all and sundry, wherever and whenever it can be
of any use to you, that I take the strongest interest in your application, that
I should derive the greatest satisfaction both on private and on public
grounds from your success, and (in the words I before used) should think it
a credit to any minister to obtain the aid of abilities and principles like yours
for the public service, and an absolute disgrace not to avail himself of them
when offered.

I am Dear Sir
Yours very faithfully

J. 8. MiLL
Herbert Spencer Esq.

337. TO JOHN WILLIAM PARKER1

Blackheath Park
Nov. 30. 1858
DEAR SIR

You can have my little book “On Liberty”* for publication this season.
The manuscript is ready; but you will probably desire to look through it, or

1. MS copy at Yale, as is also Spencer’s letter of Nov. 27 (published in Duncan,
I, 114-15) to which this is a reply.

2. Letter 334,

* * ® *

1. MS at King’s.

2. Written with his wife, the manuscript had been ready for some time, and was to
have had its final revision during their trip to Europe. See Letters 213, n. 11, and 304.
The book was published in Feb., 1859.
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to have it looked through by some one in whom you confide, as there are
some things in it which may give offence to prejudices.

Should you decide to publish it, I propose that we should make the same
arrangement as we made for the Political Economy, viz. to publish one
edition at half profit, and if another is called for, make a fresh agreement
respecting it.

I have also, prepared for publication, a selection of my articles® published
in periodicals which I should like to bring out somewhat later in the season.
If it would suit you, I propose the same terms. There are enough to make, I
should think, two volumes of the size & type of the early editions of Carlyle’s
Miscellanies:* but I have not calculated exactly, and it may extend to three.
I 'send you a list of the subjects.

I'am Dear Sir
very truly y=*

J.S. ML

1. The Right & Wrong of State Interference with Corporation & Church
Property.
2. The Currency Juggle.
3. Afew remarks on The French Revolution.
4. Thoughts on Poetry & its Varieties.
5. Professor Sedgwick’s Discourse on the Studies of Cambridge.
6. Civilization.
7. Aphorisms.
8. Armand Carrel.
9. Writings of Alfred de Vigny.
10. Bentham.
11. Coleridge.
12. Tocqueville on Democracy in America.
13. Bailey on Berkeley’s Theory of Vision.
14. Michelet’s History of France.
15. The Claims of Labour.
16. Guizot’s Essays & Lectures on History.
17. Early Grecian History & Legend.
18. Vindication of the French Revol® of February 1848, in reply to Lord
Brougham & others.
19. Enfranchisement of Women.
20. Whewell on Moral Philosophy.
21. Grote’s History of Greece.

3. Dissertations and Discussions; the first two volumes were published in April, 1859.
4. Critical and Miscellaneous Essays (4 vols., London, 1839).
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338. TO ALEXANDER BAIN1
[November ? 1858]

[In reply to my condolence, he said] I have recovered the shock as much
as I ever shall. Henceforth, I shall be only a conduit for ideas.

339. TO LOUIS NICOLAS MENARD!
Bllackheath] P{ark] 1 Decembre 1858.

MoN cHER M. MENARD—Comme vous avez bien voulu témoigner le désir
d’avoir de nos nouvelles, jécris uniquement pour vous en donner, car je
ne me sens pas encore capable d’écrire une lettre qui puisse vous intéresser
a tout autre égard. Nous sommes arrivés sans accident et la santé de ma
chere fille s’est soutenue jusqu’a la fin du voyage mais pour s’ébranler aussi-
tot apres. Des le lendemain elle fut malade mais elle est a présent a peu prés
rétablie et j’espere qu’elle s’y maintiendra. Elle et son frére se recommandent
a votre souvenir. Quant & moi j’ai éprouvé un véritable soulagement en me
retrouvant dans le lieu ol nous avons vécu heureux avec celle que nous dé-
plorons, et ol son image n’est pas mélée aux souvenirs déchirants de sa
derniére maladie. Votre ville et tout le pays du midi me seraient en horreur
si son tombeau n’y était pas—ce qui en fait pour moi un lieu non seulement
sacré mais le seul, sauf celui-ci, qui me soit cher.

Jespere que I’éditeur® de la traduction francaise de mon Ec.Pol. vous en
a envoyé de ma part un exemplaire. Vous y trouverez, si je ne me trompe,
autre chose qu’un simple traité scientifique, et j’aime 2 croire que ce que vous
y verrez de mes opinions et de mes sentiments ne sera pas de nature
affaiblir la sympathie morale et intellectuelle que vous avez semblé ressentir
envers moi.

Agréez mon cher M Ménard avec 'expression de notre reconnaissance,
celle de mon amitié et de mon dévouement.

JS.M.

Jespere que M™ M. se porte bien et que la santé de votre petite demoiselle
se rétablit.

1. MS not located. Excerpt published in Bain, p. 102. Bracketed portion is Bain’s
introduction to the excerpt.

* O* * »

1. MS draft at Johns Hopkins.

Louis Nicolas Ménard (1822-1901), scholar, poet, painter, philosopher, linguist. A
liberal thinker and a warm champion of democratic ideas; in 1849, he published in
Le Peuple “Prologue d'une révolution,” for which he was jailed; he subsequently lived
for a time in England, but returned to France in 1852,

2. Guillaumin & Cie.



Letter 340 To Theodor Gomperz 581
340. TO THEODOR GOMPERZ!

B[lackheath] P[ark], Dec. 4, 1858

DEAR SiR—Your letter found me under the shock of the bitterest calamity
which could possibly have fallen on me. I have lost by a death, which may
almost be called sudden, my perfect friend, companion, guide, teacher, all in
one. The little you saw of her may have been enough to make you surmise
that there was much more to see, but nothing I could say could give you the
smallest idea of what she was or of what her loss is to me.

You will not wonder that I care very little now for speculative contro-
versies. I am obliged to you however for sending Professor Apelt’s? treatise,
& the other pamphlet. I have not yet looked into them, but the passages you
cite from Apelt are sufficient to convince me that I should not in any case
have thought of answering him. If you are yourself inclined to append to the
translation any remarks on his objections, they are sure to be fresher & more
vigorous than mine would be, & are likely to be a valuable addition to the
book itself.

I wait with much expectation for your historical essay.> My small volume
on Liberty* will be published early this winter. Its subject is moral, social, &
intellectual liberty, asserted against the despotism of society whether exer-
cised by governments or by public opinion.

341. TO ARTHUR HARDY!

Blackheath
Dec. 5—1858

MY DEAR SiR—Before receiving this you will already have heard the terrible
& most unexpected blow which has fallen upon us. I have not felt equal to
writing to you before & now when I do, language is so utterly incapable of
expressing such a loss, or what that loss is to us, that it is sickening to attempt
it. But you will desire to know some of the sad details. We left England on

1. MS draft at Johns Hopkins. Excerpt published in Gomperz, pp. 270-71. In reply
to letter of Gomperz of Nov. 10, 1858, also at Johns Hopkins.

2. Ernst Friedrich Apelt (1813-1859), philosopher; the work Gomperz sent was
his Die Theorie der Induction (Leipzig, 1854).

3. Probably the second part of a review of new editions of Herodotus, Zeitschrift fiir
die oesterreichischen Gymnasien, X (1859), 80829, of which the first part had appeared
in 1857.

4. See Letter 337.

%* ¥ *
1. MS draft at Yale. Hardy’s reply from South Australia, Feb. 14, 1859, is also at
Yale.
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the 12 of October, intending to pass the winter at Hygres, where she had
wintered once before or at some other place in the south of France. For the
first time we were able to do as we pleased as I had just retired from the
I. H. & we were looking forward to a happy half year or year in a mild
climate. She was apparently in her usual health, perhaps even better than
usual, & as fit for travelling as when she set out on other much longer jour-
neys by which her health had not suffered but benefitted. She continued
pretty well up to Lyons, but when there she had a sharp feverish attack,
which yielded to the usual remedies but left a good deal of cough behind it.
We staid there a week, at the end of which she felt sufficiently recovered to
go slowly onward, but the day after we arrived at Avignon she was again
taken very ill—she was better the next day, but the improvement was not
progressive—and a great shortness of breathing came on. She had the best
medical men the place afforded but as usual with French physicians their
remedies were not sufficiently powerful & after a few days becoming alarmed
though we never suspected immediate danger, I wrote to DT Gurney of Nice?
who attended her in a dangerous illness there in 1853, asking him to come
over & see her. He came instantly but found all at an end! The very day
before her last we thought her illness had taken a favorable turn. From the
symptoms D" Gurney thinks the cause of death was excessive & violent con-
gestion of the lungs. She is buried in the cemetery of the town of Avignon &
with her all our earthly happiness; we have henceforth no interest in life
but to fulfil her wishes in all we can, & to return continually to her grave. We
have bought a small house & garden near the cemetery, where we shall go
early in spring & intend to pass much of our time there until our turn comes
for being buried along with her. Algernon would have written to you if I
had not, but T wished to write myself if able. He & Helen are pretty well,
though Helen at one time broke down & had an attack of illness, but for-
tunately it proved short. It is useless to write more. Believe me yrs very truly

Arthur Hardy Esq

342. TO JOHN WILLIAM PARKER!

Blackheath Park
Dec. 6. 1858.
DEAR SIR

I understand that a difficulty has arisen with respect to the publication of
my friend Mr Bain’s second volume (which completes his work as an Ana-
2. Letter 327.
*® ®* * =

1. MS at King’s. Bears a note, not in JSM’s hand: “Account to be sent at end of two
years.”
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lytical Treatise on the Mind)? in consequence of the limited sale of the first
volume, which though not discouraging as to prospects of ultimate success,
has not yet repaid its expenses. Both Mr Grote and myself are very desirous
that the remaining volume should be published, as it is more popular than the
first both in subject and in execution and we think it likely not only to sell
better but to add to the sale of its predecessor. We are therefore willing, if
you will publish the second volume this season, to guarantee you against loss
by it, to the extent of £100 (that is each of us to the extent of £50). I
mean that if at the end of such time as you would be willing to wait for in-
demnification (and which should be agreed on) you are still a loser by vol. 2
we will make up the loss if short of £100, & pay £100 towards it if greater;
the subsequent proceeds being applied to our indemnification.

I should like to stipulate that if we then pay up the whole of your loss by
both volumes, the entire copyright should belong to us—that is to Mr Bain
himself to whom we should transfer it. I am

yrs very truly
J.S. MiLL

343. TO JANE MILL FERRABOSCHI!

Blackheath Park
Kent
Dec. 13. 1858
DEAR JANE

Your letter to Avignon was sent to me here. I thank you for your expres-
sions of sympathy. But you cannot know, nor can anything I could say en-
able you to conceive, the immensity of my loss.

I am glad to hear that your health is so much better. When you write to
Mary or Harriet, please to thank them for their letters, and to give my best

remembrances to Mr Ferraboschi.
Yrs affy

J.S. ML

2. Bain’s first volume, The Senses and the Intellect, had been published in 1855: for
JSM’s opinion of this, see Letter 282. Bain, in his 4utobiography, p. 25 l,' says Parker
accepted JSM’s proposal: the second volume, The Emotions and _the Will, was pub-
lished in March, 1859. As JSM predicted, sales of the first volume increased with pub-
lication of the second, and the offered guarantee was not needed.

* * ¥ »

1. MS in the Osborn Collection, Yale. MS draft at Yale.
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344. TO EDWIN CHADWICK1

Blackheath
Dec. 21.[1858]
DEAR CHADWICK

I am quite disposed to give you such help as I can in fighting the questions
you are at work upon. In happier circumstances I might have assisted actively
by personal exertions. I always meditated joining the Law Amendment
Society? when we returned from abroad. I can now only work with my pen.
You shall have the letter you mention, if you think it would be useful to the
object, but before writing it I should like to read your paper® once more
quietly through.

With regard to Parliam™ Reform, what you urge me to do is already done.
I have a pamphlet* by me, written several years ago, which only required a
little adaptation to the present time. This it has received, and I propose pub-
lishing it about the time of the meeting of Parliament. If the knowledge of
this would in any way interest Lord Grey,® I should be glad that you should
tell him. I cannot hope that he will agree with the whole of what I have
written, but I believe he will with a considerable part of it. Iam

yrs very truly
J. S. MiLL

345. TO MARY MILL COLMAN!
Dec. 22 1858

DEAR MarY—T received your letter addressed to Avignon & in writing
recently to Jane? I asked her to thank you for it.

You always write as if you had some great reason to complain of me & as
if some caprice of mine had been the cause of the estrangement as you call

1. MS at UCL.

2. The Law Amendment Society, founded in 1844 by Lord Brougham, eventually
merged with the National Association for the Promotion of Social Science.

3. “The Chief Methods of Preparing for Legislation.” read to a joint meeting of the
Law Amendment Society and the NAPSS in 1859, and later reprinted as a pamphlet.
See letters 352 and 353.

4. Thoughts on Parliamentary Reform, published in Feb., 1859, and reprinted in
Dissertations: Brit, ed. III, 1-46, Am. ed. IV, 5-50.

5. The 3rd Earl Grey.

* * * #

1. MS draft at LSE, as are also her letter of Nov. 15 and an undated later one, to
which this is a reply.

2. Letter 343.






