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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACF..

IN the present English version of the Comedies 01
Aristophanes, the text adopted is that of Dindorf, as re-
vised for the edition recently published by Didot, which
it ma}' here be observed is a great improvement on that
contained in his Poeue Scenici. The translator's aim
has been to render the very words of Aristophanes into
English as closely and exactly as the idioms of the two
languages admit, and in illustrating his author the most
approved commentators and versions have been diligently
consulted. Any other mode of proceeding would have
been inconsistent with the profession of a new and
literal translation. Loose paraphrases of difficult Greek
authors,-of which the world has more than enough
already,-would be any thing but new, while an at-
tempt to improve the author by substituting modern
conceits, or fanciful interpretations, whenever the quaint-
ness or freedom of the original appeared likely to offend
the reader, would be inconsistent with his professed ob-
ject. He has endeavoured to give what Aristophanes
actually wrote, as far as could be accomplished in
Englisl words, excepting in passages of extreme indeli-



vi TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

cacy, which are necessarily paraphrased. The obscurity
which sometimes arises in the English text from a
strictly literal rendering, has been obviated by explana-
tory notes, and by extracts from English and German
metrical versions, in which the thoughts are expanded
and freely expressed. The metrical extracts are mostly
taken from Frere. 1Valsh, Carey, and Wheelwright, and
from the excellent German versions of Voss and Droysen.
The latter of these has afforded most valuable assistance
throughout. That of Voss has been less available, being
so absolutely literal as often to be more difficult than the
Greek itself. Droysen, on the contrary, being ex-
pressed in easy idiomatic language, may be understood
by anyone who can read German at all. In conclusion,
it only remains to observe, that three of the plays now
offered to the public, the Lysistrata, Theemophoriazusse,
and Ecclesiazusre, have never before appeared in English
prose.

W J H.
St. JoAn', Wkge.
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THE ACHARNIA~fi

DR.AM.ATIS PERSON1E.
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DIC..EOPOLtS.
HERALD.
PRYTANES.
AMPIlITHEUS.
AMBASSADORS.
PSEUDARTABAS.
THEORUS.
CHORUS OF ACHARNIANS.
WIFE OF DICJEOPOLIS.
DAUGHTER OF DIC..EOPOLIS.
BERVANT OF EURIPIDES.
EURIPIDES.
LAJoIACHUS.
JoIEGARIAN.
DAUGHTERS OF TilE MEGARIAN
SYCOPHANT.
BCEOTIAN.
NICHARCHUS.
MESSENGERS.
HUSBANDl\IEN.
l'ARA'NYlIIPII.

LcBII&.-At first the General Assembly, at the PDJll; alterwarcla
IW. hOUie of Dicmopolis, in the country.
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TIlE ARGUMENT,

THIS Corned] takes its name from the natives of .\charnll!, ...he
constitute the Chorus. In order of time, it is the first entire pIa),
which has come down to us, It was brought out in January,
B. c. 425, 01. Ixxxviii, 4, at the Lenrean feast of Bacchus, in the
.ixth year of the Peloponnesian war. It obtained the first prize,
.he xflpa1;Jpfvol of Cratinus the second, and the Novp,/via. of
Eupolis the third. Musgrave and Scaliger, deceived by the cor-
rupt reading, Ev(}vp,vOVf:, in the argument, bave ascribed it to D. c.
437, although the play itself, vs, 266, mentions the sixth year of the
war, and quotes the Philoctetes of Euripides, vs. 424; and although
'oe archonship of this Euthymenes is referred to as a distant date,
vs, 67.-See Clinton's Fast. Hell. p. 69, second edition.

The plot is simply this :-Dicreopolis, an Athenian citizen, but an
Acharnian by birth, tired at the continuance and miseries of the
war, determines, if he cannot persuade the Athenians to adopt his
measures, to make a peace for himself and family. The Athenians,
elated by success, and urged on by the factious demagogues of the
day, refuse to hear of it. Dicreopolis, therefore, despatches Amphi-
theus to Sparta, on his own account. A private peace is concluded,
and its bappy results are enumerated with all the festivity and
license conceded to the old Comedy. For the politlcel importance
of Acharnre, lee Thucydides, book ii. c. xix, xx; and for other par-
ticulars, Anacharsis' Travels, vol. iv 3)4., &c., octavo edition. As
tending to elucidate many passages, it may be observed, that
Acharnll! abounded in charcoal works. This was the author's third
play, the two preceding it, the AatTCzAlif: (D. c. 421, under the
name of Philonicles), and Baj3v}..wvIOI (D. c. 426, at the Grea~
Dion1sia, under the name of Callistratus), not having come down
~ UI eDUre.



THE A CHARNIANS.

DIC..£oPOLlS (soill8).

< ,
f \

How many things truly have I been vexed at in my heart I
and with how few have I been pleased, how very few, some
four Iwhile the things I have suffered are countless. Come,
let me see; at what was I pleased that was worthy of exulta-
tion? I know at what I was gladdened in my heart when
I saw it,-at the five talents which Cleon disgorged. How I
was transported at this, and for this deed I love the Knights,
for it was worthy of Greece! But then again I suffered another
woe, a tragic one; just when 1 I was gaping with expectation
for JEsehylus, the herald proclaimed, "Theognis,2 introduce
your Chorus." You can't think how this agitated my heart!
But then again I was pleased, when at length Dexitheus en-
tered, after Moschus,a to sing a Boeotian strain. And this year
I almost died, and stared my eyes asquint at the sight, when
Cheris strutted forward to chaunt the Orthian strain. But
never at any time since I began to wash, have I been so tor-
mented in my eyebrows by dust as now, when, the regular
morning assembly being come, the Pnyx here is empty, while
the members in the market-place gossip, and shift up and down
to avoid the vermilion'd rope," Neither have the Prytanes
arrived j and when they arrive too late, you can't think'
how they will jostle each other for the first seat 6 rushing
down in a body. But how peace is to be made, they take

• See Kriiger's Greek Gram. § 69, 17, obs. 2. (Eng. Transl.)
• A lOrry tragic poet of the day. • See Blaydes's note.
e See Smith'. Dictionary of Gr. and R. Antiq., art. II Ecclesia."

• • For the true BE'nSeof 'JI"';' ~OEEis:,,.ide Monk ad Hippolyt. 440.
Cf. Ran. 64; Pl. 742-

• See Wasps. va. 90.
_3



TIlE ACIIARNIANS. 27-116.

no heed. 0 city, city! While I, always coming first to thA
assembly, take my seat; and there being alone, groan, gape,
stretch and yawn,l break wind, puzzle, scribble, pluck my
hairs, calculate, looking towards the country, anxious for
peace, disgusted with the city, and longing for my own farm,
which never at any time said, "Buy coals," or "vinegar," or
"oil;" or knew the word" buy,"-but of itself produced all
things, and the "buy" was absent. Now therefore I have
come thoroughly prepared to bawl, interrupt, rail at the ora-
tors, if anyone talk of any thing but peace. But see here
come our Prytanes at noon! Did I not say so? Exactly as
I said, every man of them is jostling for the first seat.

HERALD, AMPHITHEUS, DICEOl'OLIS, PRYTANES,
AMBASSADORS.

HER. Advance to the front; advance, that ye may be
within the purified 2 ground.

AMI'. Has anyone spoken yet?
HER. Who wishes to speak?
AMp. I.
HER. Who are you?
AMP. Amphitheiis.
HER. Not a man?
AMP. No; but an immortal. For Amphitheiis was son of

Ceres and Triptolemus; and of him was born Celeiisj and
Celeiis married my grandmother Pbrenarete, of whom was
born Lucinus; and from him I, an immortal, am descended;
and to me alone the gods intrusted to make peace with the
Lacedremonians. Yet, immortal ss I am, sirs, I have no
travelling allowance, for the Prytanes grant 3 none.

HER. Ho, Tipstaff's!
AMP. Triptolemus and Celeiis, will you allow me to be

treated thus 1

..,

I l1",op~.vwpa.. II Panclieulari vocant Latini, monente Foesio ad
Hippocratem; nostrates-To yarcn anclltretch. Vide nostrum Vesp.
642. Ran. 922." Elmsl.

I See Liddell's Lex .• vOC."a~al'pa.
• As was usual in Greece and Rome, as well as at the present

day, vide Cic, in Pis. xlv. "Nonne sestertiilm eenties et octogiesrquod. quasi vasarium (Nostrates 'plate-money,') in venditione mel
eapitis adscripseras, ex rerario tibi attributum, Romal in ClUll!ltJ
reliquisti ...

I •



Od- 83. '!11~ ACllARNIANS. 6

DlC. Mr. Prytanes, you wrong the assembly in ordering
the man to be led away; who was wishing to make peace for
us, and hang up our bucklers. [Amphitheul is ejected by
force.]

HER. Sit down, and hold your tongue.
DlC. By Apollo, will I not, unless you bring forward a

motion for peace.
HER. The ambassadcrs from the king.
DIC. What king? 2 I am aweary of ambassadors, and

their peacocks,3 and their quackeries. [Enter ambassadors
gorgeously dressed out.]

lIEP_ Silence!
DIC. Bah I Ecbatana, wha~ a dress!
AMB. You sent us to the great king, with a salary of two

drachmee a day, in the archonship of Euthymenes.s
DIC. Ah me! the drachmee !
AMB. And in truth we were worn out with wandering about

in tents along the plain of the Cayster, being half killed with
reclining luxuriously on our close carriages.

DIC. Why, did I get off well, who lay upon litter5 beside
the battlements?

AMB. And being entertained with hospitality, we drank
against our wills, from cups of glass and golden chalices,
sweet unmixed wine.

DIC. 0 city of Cranaus! perceivest thou the mockery of the
ambassadors?

AMB. For the Barbarians esteem those only men, who have
the greatest power to eat and drink.

DlC. While we consider wenchers and debauchees as ,ueh.6
AMB. Howbeit, on the fourth year we arrived at the palace;

'Jut he had gone to ease himself, having taken an army; and
for eight months he eased himself upon the golden mountains.

DIC. When did the effects of the medicine wear off? I

AMB. At the full of the moon. and then he returned home
I "a1l'&yoVf"I~, qui abduci .fUheatu." Blayck s,
• See Kn<ger'. Greek Grammar, § iiI, 17, cbs, 12. (Engl. Tranll.
I Exposed for show at the new-moon feasts. See Petit. Leg. Att

p. 277 j and the Birds, vs. 102. For the estimation they were held
In at Rome, vide Hor. Sat. ii, ii, 23, &c.

• Archon, B. c. 431, 01. iv.lxuv
• Vide Thucyd. lib. ii. c. xiii.
• .. And we but libertines and debauchee •. " WAHltmg"'.



TIm AClIAItNIANS.
•• 64-101.

Then he entertained us, and served up to us whole oxen from
the baking pot.

DIC. And who ever beheld baked oxen? What impostures !
AMB. And, by Jupiter, he served up to us a bird thrice the

size of Cleonymus: 1 its name was Cheat.
DIe. For this reason then you 'cheated' us in taking two

drachmre.
AJlIn. And now we have brought with us Pseudartabas,

the King's Eye.
DIC. Would that a crow would strike and knock thine out,

ambassador.
lIER. The King's Eye I

PSEUDARTABAS,THE KING's EYE.
DIe. King Hercules I By the gods, man, do you look like

a man of war, or, while doubling a promontory, are you look-
ing out for a dry-dock? A rowlock-leather you have, I ween,
about your eye below.

AlIIB. Come now, Pseudartabas, declare what the king sent
you to aay to the Athenians.

KING'SEYE. Iartaman exarx' anapissonai aatra.'
AlIIB. Do you understand what he says?
DIC. By Apollo, not I.
AlIIB. lIe says the king will send you gold. Now 8&y

gold' louder, and distinctly.
KING'SEYE. Ou lepsi cruso chaunoproct' iaonau.S
DIC. 0 wretched me I bow distinctly I _
I Vide Vesp. 592. Av.1476. , '
I The ambassador is introduced using the Talkee-Talkee dialect, i.e.

R sort of gibberish made up of Greek and Persian. In the same way
TribalJus in the" Birds," and the Scythian bowman in the" Thes-
mophorlazusee," Bothe explains the words thus: .. E!10 nuperguidnt
CU!pi pice denuo inducere patria, i. e. refloreseunt denuo res Persarum,
concussee olim cladibus Marathone, Platreis et Salamine acceptis."
W alsh'a version gives it: '0 Ilim Judeynmtl ~!1an to Pitehomy un-
ecund." Droysen"s:" Gut Freund Araxa vor die Sold faul Fische
sein I" A Greek scholar has suggested that this line, as uttered in
the bad Greek of the Persian ambassador, originally stood in thi.
form: iO' 'A.pra!3all p' or :;;:'pt allar 1Ti~r' 'pi ~arp(t1t', .. Behold me,
Artabas I who am the faithful satrap of king Xerxes." The second
word he thinks is confirmed by vs, 91, and for this use of'll'.~ror, he
refers to Blomf. gl. Pers, V8. 1. VB.1M he illustrates from ..£8cbinea,
Ctesiph. 20, 8. .

• .. No gettey gOldell, charlatan Athtnall." Walah.
, "



106-129. THE ACHARNIANS.

AllR. Whnt, then, says he?
DIC. Ask what he say&1-he says the Ionians are gapint,

fools, if they expect gold from the Barbarians.
AllB. Not so; he speaks of chaldrons! of gold.
DIC. What2 chaldrons? Truly you are a great impostor.

But go to; I will examine this man myself. Comc now, tell rnA
clearly, in the presence of this ambassador, lest I dip you in a
Sardian 3 dye; will the great king send us any gold? [P&eudar.
tabas gives a nod of dissent.] Are we then heedlessly gulled
by our ambassadors? [Pseudartabas git'fa a nod of aSlent.]
These fellows nodded assent at least in Greek, and they are
certainly from this very country: and of the two eunuchs,
this here one I know, who he is-Clisthencs, the son of
Sibyrtius. 0 thou who bast a hot-tempered rump shaven,·
with such a beard as this, hast thou come to us dressed as a
eunuch II But whoever is this? Surely it is not Straton?

IIER. Silence: be seated. The senate invites the King's
Eye to the Prytaneum. [Exeunt Pseudartabas and attend-
ants.]

DIC. Is not this, pray, as bad as hanging? And then do I.
forsooth, tarry here? while the door never6 restrains them
from entertaining guests. I will do a dread and mighty deed.
''ihere is Amphithelis?

AMP. See, here he is. [Enter AmpMtheiu.]

I ProperlY a Persian measure, = 45 p£OlpIIOI. t Compo VI. G2.
3" For fear I take your measurefor a 8uit of scarlet," Wallh, who

adds in a note, " that is to 8ay, beat you till your akin is nothing but
a mass of red wales, or perhaps flay you alive."

• .. This Clisthenes seems to have been in as bad odour as Cleo-
nymus. The usual practice at this period was to clip the beard; Cli.·
thenes and a few other young men were guilty of the abomination
of 'hailing it with a razor. Hence he is continually sneered at as an
efl'eminatei beardless youth, fit only to ply the shuttle amongst
women. n the comedy of the FtIa8tre8se.he makes his app_earance
on the stage as the close ally and confidant of the fair sex. VRS. 119,
120, are parodies, the first of Euripides, the second of ArcbiIoclul:

• Oh thou, that own'st a most hot-blooded heart I'
With such a rump as this, thou ugly ape.''' Walth •
.. How durst you, you baboon, with such a beard,
And your designmg wicked rump close shaved,
To pass younelf upon us for a eunuch!" Frere.

• It may be as well to remark, that o(,tnoTl is always used with I
pl'elent or future; o..turwlI'oTl with a past tense.



T11E ACllA1t~lANS. •.10-100

DIC. For ms alone, and wr my children, and my wife, take
these eight drachmre, and make peace with the Lacedeemonlans.
But do you 1 send your embassies, and gape r.way. [E:J.'il
Amphitlteus.]

HER. Let Theorus come forth, who has returned frow
Sitalees,

1.nEoRUS.
Tm:OR. Here am II
DIC. This is another impostor, who is summoned.
THEOR. We would not have been a long time in Thrace-
DlC. By Jove, you wouldn't, if you did not receive a long

salary.
THEOn. Had not Zeus covered the whole of Thrace with

snow and congealed the rivers, about the very time when
Theognis2 h~re was contending for the prize. During this
time I was drinking with Sitalces, And, in truth, he was
marvellously fond of the Athenians, and of you lie was a sin-
cere lover, so that he was even in the habit of writing on the
walls 3 "Pretty Athenians." And his son,. whom we had
made an Athenian citizen, was desirous of eating Apaturian I

sausages, and entreated his father to aid his country. And he
swore with a libation, that he would lend his assistance, with
so great a host, that the Athenians should exclaim," What &

swarm of locusts 6 approaches!"

I This is addressed to the spectators.
• The poet's own words in the Thesmoph. v. 170, are the belt

comment,-
c\ 8' a~ e~oyVt' ~vXP~' wv ~vXpw, 1I"o/Ei.

ce'Twas singular this change of weather happened
Just when Theognis here, our frosty poet,
Brought out his tragedy." Frere.

I Athenian lovers were in the habit of scribbling the names 01
their mistresses on the walls, the bark of trees, &c., in this forru :
.. Pretty Perictione," .. Pretty .A$pa8ia," &c. In the above passage,
and in Wasfs, vs, 99, Aristophanes parodiu this custom.

, The 80n s name was Sadocus. Vide Thucyd. lib. ii. 29, 67. 95,
101' iv.101.

I Vide Herod. lib. i. 147,flul ~!1rUJlTl, 'IwJlf" liUOl a1l"" .A(JqJljiJ"
.,y01l4<10, «at 'A7rarovpta ayovao c\prqv. See also Matth. Gr. Gr. p. 995,
and Neue's Sappho, p. 51.

• Vide Aves, 185, 588. Vesp, 1311. For the ravages committed"1 the locuaLl, lee Kirby and Spence, voL L p. 212, letter vii.



L41-173. TUE ACllAltN1ANS. 9

DIC. May I die the worst of deaths, if I believe one jot of
this, which you have said here, except the locusts.

THEOR. And now he has sent you the most warlike tribe
of the Thracians.

DIC. This ill now evident.
THEOR. Come hither, you Thracians, whom Theorus

brought.
TllRACIAN OOOlIANTI.

DIC. What plague have we here?
THEOR. A hand of the Odomanti.!
DIC. What Odomanti ~2 Tell me, what II1C<Ul~ this ? How

came the Odomanti to resemble lewd Athenians?
TUEOR. If one give them two drachmee as their pay,

they will overrun with light-armed troops the whole of
Boeotla,

DIC. Two drachmre to these lewd fellows! With reason
might our topmost rowers groan, the safeguards of the state.
['l'hracians attack Diceopolis and rob !tim.] Ah me, un-
happy man, I am undone! being robbed of my garlic by
the Odomanti, Will you not lay down my garlic?

TUEOR. 'Yretched man! Don't approach- these fellows
when primed with garlic.

DIC. Do the Prytanes .suffer me to be treated thus in my
own country, and that too at the hands of Barbarians?
I forbid you to hold an assembly! for the Thracians on the
subject of pay, and acquaint you that there is an omen from
the sky,5 and that a drop of rain has struck me.

HER. The Thracians will retire, and present themselves
the day after6 to-morrow; for the Prytanes 7 dismiss the as-
sembly. [Exeunt Tkeorul, Herald, ,,"c.]

I .. The Odomanti were a people contiguous to the Edones, an l
apparently intermixed with them, since Ptolemy describes Edouis,
or Odomantia, as the same district." Cramer'. Greece, vol. i. 3U3.

, See Kruger's Greek Grammar, as referred to on vs, 6:!.
a For the construction, vide Kruger's Greek Grammar, § :;3, 7

obs. 5. (Engl. Transl.)
• See Kriiger, § 67, 12, obs. 3.
& See Liddell's Lex. voc. elOa'1pja.
• "Uesychius; (;, ""1'1' .;~ rpir'1v. Sic ai/plov et Ii, arellov dice-

bant." Elmsl,
r "Meminerint tirones ~{Jla9a. flv ni .. !/CIC).'1aiav,ti;ift76a. !~rq"

&'\I).';v Itai ra ellt<larrjPla. Vide Eq, 6740. Vesp, ~1I5. Ecel 317."
Elmd.



10 rns ACIlARKIANS. 174-202.
DlC. Ah me, unhappy man! what an olio have I lost I But

here's Amphitheiis from Lacedremon. Hail, Amphitheiis!
[Enter Ampltitheiis.]

AMP. Not yet, until I cease running j for I am obliged to
escape from the Acharnians by flight.

DIC. 'Yllat's the matter?
AMP. I wss hastening hitherward, bringing you a peace,

but certain seniors of Acharnee got scent of me, sturdy old
fellows, tough as oak, inflexible, Marathon men, stout as maple.
Then all of them lifted up their voiccs-" Abandoned villain!
do you bring a peace, when our vines are cut?" And they
set a gathering some stones into their cloaks. But I fled,
while they pursued and bellowed,

Drc, Then let them bellow,' But bringest thou the afore-
said peace?

AMP. Aye marry, here are three samples. These are for
five years. Take and taste.

DIe. Bah!
A)IP. What's the matter?
Drc, They please me not, because they smell of pitch and

naval preparntions.t
AliP. At least take and taste this, which is for ten years.
DIC. This too smells very sharply of embassies to our

towns, as it were of delay amongst the allies,
AMB. Well, this is for tbirty3 ;rear:!, both by land and sea.
DIC. 0 Dionysia! These truly smell of ambrosia and

nectar, and not to have in readiness provision for three+ days;
and they say openly, "Go where thou wilt." These I receive,
I make libation with, and will drink up, bidding a long fare-
well to the Acharnians. And I, freed from war and toils, will
go within and celebrate the rural Dionysls, ~ [Exit DiC(eopolil.:

I Cf. Soph, Ajax, 96J, ol o· oiiv ye;\.wvTwv. Kruger, Gr. Gr. f 69,
~2, obs. 3.

J II Drc, Don't like it; it won't do;
There 's an uncommon ugly twang of ritch,
A touch of naval armament about it: Frer« .•

• Viae Equit. VS. 1388.
4 "When an Athenian army was sent out, the soldiers were usualll.

required to meet at a particular spot with provlsims r~r three da1S. I

lJ'ol.th.
• Ville Mus, erit. Cant. vol. ii. p. 76.



203-2U. TItE ACtIARNIAUft. 11

AliiI'. While 1 I will escape from the Acllarnkns. [E.ril
Amphitheus.]

CHORUS.

CRO. Follow, each of you, this way, pursue, and inquire after
the man from all the travellers; for 'tis worthy of our city to
seize this fellow. But declare to me, if anyone knows where in
the world he that bears the peace has turned. He is fled away;
he ,5 vanished and gone. Alas my years, wretched. man that
I am 1 In the days of my youth, when, bearing a load of coals,
I followed Phayllcs in :1111 race, this truce-bearer would not
have 80 easily escaped, l"tcn pursued by me; neither would
lie have so nimbly slipped off. But now, since at length my
shin is stiffened, ant! the legs of the aged Lncratides nre
wearied, he is gone. He must be pursued ; for never let 2 him
laugh at us, nor one who, by having escaped the Acharnians,
old men as we are, made peace, 0 Jove and ye gods, with our
foes, against whom, on account of my estates, hostile war is
increased by me; and I will not give over until, like n
rush, I stick right into them sharp, painful, up to the llilt,
so that they may never again trample on my vines. 'Va
must seek for the fellow, and look towards Ballene,3 and pur-
sue him from land to land,' until at length he be found: for I
could not be surfeited with pelting him with stones.

DIC..£OI'OLlS,5 nIS DAUGHTER, AND WIFE.

DIe. Use no ill-omened words: use no ill-omened words.
Cno. Silence, each of you. Did you hear, friends, the

proclamation of silenca P This is the very person whom we
are seeking for. Hither, each or you; get out of his way;
for the man, as it seems, is coming out to sacrifice.

DIC. Use no ill-omened word.s: UdC no ill-omened words,

I See Kruger Gr. Gr. § 69, 16, obs '.
t See Kruger1s Gr. Gr. § Iit-, 2, ubs.:t •• 1<:1111\1.Tran!.~

I ..Steering straight for Porto l'eUo I

For I should enjoy his groans
Wonderfully, if we fell to

Pelting him to death with stones." lYal.i~•
•t yijv ,,"pO yij, iJ..avvop.al, lEsch. P. V. 685. Cf. Theocr, xv. 122;

lU.li9.
• The scene here represents Dicreopolis and his family in the COUll·

try, celebrating the Dionysia.
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Lt-t the basket-bearer advance u little forward. Let Xanthias
set up the Phallus erect.

WIFE. Do you, my daughter, put down the basket, that we
may commence the rites.

DAUGII. Mother, reach here the soup-ladle, that I may pour
some soup upon this pan-cake.

DIC. 'Vell, now 'tis right, 0 sovereign Bacchus, that I,hav-
ing led this procession agreeably to thee, and having sacrificed
with my household, should celebrate the rural Dionysia hap-
pily, having been freed from military service; and that my
peace for thirty years turn out well.

'VIFE. Come, daughter, take care that, pretty as you are,
you bear the basket prettily, with a verjuice face. How blest
the man who shall wed you, and beget upon you pussies to-
stink no less than you, as soon as it is dawn. Proceed, and in
the crowd take especial care, that no one secretly nibbles off
~'our golden ornaments.

DIC. 0 Xanthins, I you two must hold the Phallus erect be-
hind the basket-bearer, and I following will sing the Phallic
hymn; and do you, wife, look at me from the house-top. [Ex-
eunt u'ife and daughter.] Proceed, 0 Phales, companion of
Bacchus, fellow-reveller, roaming by night, friend of love and
lechery: in the sixth year I address you, having come with
delight to my township, having made for myself a peace, and
being freed from troubles and battles and Lamachi.2 For it is
far sweeter, 0 Phales, Ph ales ! having found a pretty wood-
gatherer, Strymodorus' Thracian maid, purloining wood from
Phelleus,3 to catch her by the waist and lift her up, and
throw her down and roll her in the grass. 0 Phales, Phales!
if with us you quaff your cups, in the morning, after your
sick head-ache, you shall gulp down a bowl-of peace; and
my shield shall be hung up amidst the sparks.

Crro, This is the very fellow, this: pelt, pelt, pelt, pelt;
strike, strike the wretch, each of you; will you not pelt? will
you not pelt? [Chorus pelts !tim.,

I .. Unum de duobus servis allo9,uitur." Dindorf.
t See ThirlwaU's Hist. Greece, iii. p. 369.
, Leake (Dissertation on the Demi of Attica, p. 118) suppose!

that this mountain was probably no other than the highest ridge
of the hills which extend from the plain of Marathon to that d
OtOpU3.
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DIC. 0 Hercules Iwhat's this? You'll smash my pitcher.
CHO. Nay, rather, we wi1lstone you to death, rascally fellow.
DIC. For what cause, Acharnian seniors ?
CHO. Do you ask this? You are shameless and abomin-

able, 0 betrayer of your country, who, having mude a peace
without us,I canst look me in the face.

DIC. But ye do not know wherefore I made the peace:
hear me.

CHO. Shall we hear you? You shall perish; we will
overwhelm you with stones.

DIC. By no means, before you hear me; come, have
patience, good sirs.

ClIO. I will not be pe.tient; nor do thou utter a word to
me, for I hate thee still more than Cleon, whom I will2 cut
up into shoe-soles for the Knights. I'll not hearken to you
uttering long speeches, who have made a peace with the
Laeedemonians ; but will punish you.

DIC. Good sirs, leave the Lucedeemoniana out of the ques-
tion; and hear my peace, if I have rightly made it.

CHO. How can you any more talk of "rightly," if once
you have made peace with those, with whom neither altar, nor
pledge, nor oath 3 holds good ?

DIC. I know that the Lacedesmonians, against whom we are
excessively vehement, are not the causes of all our troubles.

Ono, Not of all, you villain? IIast thou the audacity,
pray, openly to say this to us? Then shall I spare you?

DIC. Not of all, not of all; but I here, who address you,
could prove abundantly that they have even been injured in
some cases.

Cno, This expression is dreadful and heart-troubling, if
you shall dare to speak to us in defence of our foes.

DIC. And if I speak not what is just, and am not approved
of by the people, I shall be ready to speak with this nfck of
mine over a Chopping-block.

CHO. Tell me, fellow-tribesmen, why spare we our stone!',
80 as not. to carel4 this fellow into a scarlet rag?

, Soph. Aj. SIl. era;;I'ovo~, tcithout thee.
, The poet key!! his word, and to this we owe the comedy next iu

order of time. The Knights were brought out 01. 1, Ixxxix. .~ c.
4240.

• Vide Eur. Andr. v. 414. Porson ad Mea. 21.
• Viae Eur, Med. v. 998. Nostr, Pac, 1173, 1175.
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"

.. DIC. HoW'again a. black burning coal has blazed up within
you I 'Vill you not hear, will you not hear, pray,l 0 son8
of the Acharnians ?

CHO. Assuredly we will not hear yoo.
DIe. Then I shall suffer dreadful things.
CHO. :MayI utterly perish if I hear you.
DIe. By no means, 0 Acharnians.
Cno, Be assured now that you shall die.
DIC. Then I will sting you; for I will kill in turn the

dearest of your friends, since I have hostages of you, whom I
will take and butcher.t [Seizes a hamper of charcoal, and
dresses it up like a baby.]

Cuo. Tell me,3 fellow-tribesmen, what word is this, with
which he threatens us Acharnians ? Has he shut up within
a child of any of those present? or at what is he embold-
ened?

Drc, Pelt, if ye will, for I will kill this one. I shall quickly
know who of you cares at all for coals.

ClIO. How we are undone! this coal-basket is my fellow
tribesman, But do not do what you purpose; by no means,
o by no means!

Drc, Be assured that I will kill him: 4 cry on, for I will
not hear you.

Crro. Will you then kill this my companion in age, the
friend of colliers?

DIe. But you did not just now give ear to me when I
spoke.

Cno, Well now, if it seems good to you, say that the Lace-
deemonians themselves are dear to your mind; for never will
I betray this little coal-basket.

DIe. First, then,6 empty your stones upon the ground.
I "lnov, quIl1so, sode» amaho, semper est in interrogatione, Eq, 82,

733. Nub. 35, 93, 820, 1502. Vesp. 8, 184, 836. Ach. 322,609.
Eccles. 376." Brunei", Indez,

S This scene is a parody on a similar one in the Telephus of
1E~chytus. Compare also Thesm. 690 foil.

, .. Ei7l'i pOI lid plures dicitur supra 319. Veep. 403. Pax,383. Aves,
366." Dindorf; Cf. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 63, 4, obs. 1.

4 "Redde: tdiqu8 nunc occidam: ~8 quantum lubet; nam ego non
c!Ucultaho. Elmsl. confert Nub. 209; Lys. 32, 499. Subauditur iO'~,
vel i"rt, quod exprimitur VB. 325." BlaydetJ.

• The better reading seems to be JlW, as is usual with impergtille'.
Cllmp. Krxger, Gr. Gr •• 69, H. Hartung ad Eur; Iph, Au). 13~!
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Cno. See. they're on the ground; and do yot. in turn lay
down your sword.

DIe. But see tkat some stones are not lying in ambush
somewhere in your cloaks,'

Cuo. They have been shook out on the ground. Don't
you see it shaking? No excuses; Jay down )'our weapon;
since this is shaken with the whirl in the dance.

DIC. So then you were all of you going 2 to raise a war-
cry, and the coals of Parnes all but met with their death,
and that too on account of the unnatural conduct of their fel-
low-tribesmen; and under the influence of fear the coal-basket,
like a cuttle-fish, squirted upon me abundant coal-dust, For
it is a sad thing that the mind of men should be naturally
harsh,3 80 as to pelt and shout and be willing to hear nothing
which ofl'ers half and half, while I am willing to say over a
chopping-block all that I say in behalf of the Lacedeemonians ;
and yet I love my life.

Cao, Why then don't you bring out the chopping-block
and state, you wretch, whatever is this weighty matter which
you have in hand? for an earnest desire strongly possessed
me to k1WW what you have in your mind. nut place here
the chopping-block and begin to speak, as you yourself deter-
mined the punishment. [Exit Dicaopolis, and re-enter t()it/~
a chopping-block.]

DIC. Lo, behold! here is the chopping-block, and the man
who is to speak, see here! as small as this! Of' a surety
I'll not fit myself with a shield, by Jupiter, but will speak in
behalf of the Lacedremonians what seems good to me. And
yet I greatly fear, for I know the humour of the rustics to be
wondrous tickled, if any quack praise them and their city,
right or wrong: and there unknowingly they are bought and
sold.1I Of the elders again I know the mind, that they look

I Vide Plaut. Aul. Act. iv. sc, iv. 30; and for the et nstruction
lee Plato Pheedon, p. ss.

a Elmsley's interpretation of this passage is certainly wrong. It
would require the verb to be in thefir.tperson. See Walsh. p. 118.

a See Liddell's Lex. voc. op~a"ja"
4 Meaning, that he .vould not hunt for elegant figures of epe leb,

Dut would rest on the justice of his cause •
.. Well, there it is. See, there'8 the chopping-block
..And little I myself am the defendant," Frere.

For simllsr expressions,vide Btomf, ad ('hoepb 128.
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to nothing else except vexing with their vote; and I know
what I suffered myself at the hands of Cleon, on account
of my last I year's comedy. For he dragged me into the
senate-house, and calumniated me, and spoke lies against me,
and roared like the torrent Cycloboros, and drenched me BC

that I almost perished altogether, getting into dirty quarrels.
Now, therefore, in the first place permit me. ere I speak, to
clothe myself like a most wretched man.

ClIO. Why shuffle in this way, and deal subtilly, and eon-
trive delays? llorrow, for all I care, from Hieronymus 2 some
helmet of Pluto dark with rough thick hair, and then exhibit
Sisyphus's wiles, since this trial will not admit of any excuse.'

DIC. Then 'tis time for me to take a bold heart, and I must
repair to Euripides.-Slave, slave I [Knocks at tlte door.]

SERVA:NTOF EURIPIDES.
SERVoOF EUR. Who's that?
DIC. Is Euripides within?
SERVoOF EUR. Not within, he is within, if you have an1

sense.
DIC. How within, and then not within?
SERVoOF EUR. Rightly, old man. His mind, collecting

scraps of poetry abroad, is not within, while he himself with.
in is making tragedy with his legs lying Up.4

DIC. Thrice happy Euripides l when your servant Inter-
prets+ so wisely. Call him out.

SERVoOF EUR. It is impossible.
Drc. Still you must; fm I won't go away, but will knock

I The Babylonians, B. c. 426, 01. 3, Ixxxviii, SEe Clinton's Fast.
IIplJ. !? 67.

• Hieronymus, 80n of Xenophantes, was a sorry Dithyrambic
11Oet. Sec the Scholiast on The Clouds, v. 849. For this use of
nUll see Kruger's Greek Grammar, § 68, 19, obs, 2.

• .. l:r:ij..filf: est preetextus sive excusatio qua utebantur injus citati,
quo minus ad diem se sisterent." l!1msley.

• See Liddell's Lex. vOC. ava{3ci~f/v. .. Anglice, with tire leg, up;"
B?aycle.. "IVith his fret reposed on couch." JVal.!h. "In the upper
spheres," lJroysen. cr. VS. 411.

-" his outward man
Is il1 the garret writing tragedy:
While his essential being is abroad.
Pursuing whimsies in the world oUancy." Fr_

• .. 'y'/l'ol<pfa'f<79al, inierpretari, Iogitur in Vesp. S3." £1".,1.
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&t the door. Euripides, dear little Euripides, t hearken
if ever you did to any man. Dicseopolis of Collidee calls JO'l
-1.

EUlUPlDES (from witltin).
EuR. I have no leisure.
DIe. Yet be wheeled out.
EuR. It is impossible.
DIe. Yet, however, do.
EvR. Well then, I will be wheeled out; but I have no

:eisure to descend. rEuripides is wheeled in.]
DIC. Euripides!
Enn, What sayest thou?
DIC. You make verses with your legs lying up, when you

might with them down. N02 wonder you make your charac-
ters lame. But why wear you the rags from tragedy, ~
piteous attire? No wonder you make your characters beg-
gars. Come, I beseech you by your knees, Euripides, give
me some little rag from your old drama,a for I must speak a
lengthy speech to the chorus; and if I speak it badly it brings
me death.

EvR. What rags? those in which }Eneus here, the wretched
old man, contended? [Points to a suit of rags.]

DIe. They were not }Eneus's, but a still more wretched
man's.

EuR. The rags of the blind Phcenix ?
DIe. Not Pheenix's, no; there was another more miserable

than Pheenix,
Etra, What ragged garments does the man require? What I

do you mean the rags of the beggar Philoctetes?

I Compo Nub. 80, 222, 132, 746.
I ..Non rine calUa. Anglice, no wonder. cr. Av. 916. Thesm.921,

Eccles. 245. Pl. 404, 1166." Dlaydell. .. Bellerophon, Philoctetes,
and Telephus, in the lost tragedies, which took their names from
them, were represented by Euripides as lame. In the next twenty
lines, the names or all those tragedies, in which Euripides had in.
troduced distressed virgins or old fientlemen in reduced circum-
stances, are maliciously recounted.' lValah. Cf. Ran. 842, 840.
1063. Pax .147.

• The ;nusion is to the Telephus of Euripides •
.. You're he that brings out cripples in your tragedies;
A'nt yeT You're the Dew poet, he that writes
Thole characters of beggars and blind people," "....

c
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DIC. No; but of one far, far more beggarly than he.
EUR. What I do you wish for the squalid garments which

Bellerophon, this lame fellow, wore?
DIC. Not Bellerophon j yet he too, whom I mean, was

lamp, an importunate beggar, and the deuce at talking. "
EUR. 1 know the man-Telephus of .Mysia. .
DIC. Aye, Telephus: give me, I entreat you, his 8WGd·

dling-clothes.
Eon, Slave, give him the rags of Telephus: they lie above

the Thyestean rags, between l those of Ino and Ids.
SERvo Well! take them.
DIC. 0 Jupiter, that seest through2 and beholdest III

things on every side, grant me to dress myself like a most
wretched man.s [ l'uts on the old coat.] Euripides, since you .
have freely given me these, give me also those things which go
with the rags-the little l\Iysian cap about my head. "For4

to-day 'tis needful that I seem to be a beggar; to be indeed
what I am, but not to appear so." The spectators must know
who I am; but the chorus, on the other hand, must stand by
like fools, that I may fillip them with quibbles.s

EUR. I will give it; for you devise subtleties ,with a sa-
gacious intellect.

DIC. l\Iayest thou be happy! but to Telephus,6 what I wish
him. Bravo! How I am filled now with quibbles! But
still I want the beggar's stick.

a "A similar ellipsis in Av. 187,1)1 pit/'*' o;/1rOVOLV aqp llTT& y,j, (un-
derstand Iral ovpavoii). lEsch. Cho. 61, iv pETalxp'", UlrOTOUpiJ'u,
(sc, Irai >1pipa!;)." Blaydel.

tHere Dicreopolis holds up to the light the defunct robes, whose
numerous rents and peep-holes were a sufficient guarantee for tram.
pare/Icy.

• This verse is in Dindorf's ed. bracketed as spurious. .
4 These two verses, according to the Scholiast, are from the

Telephus of Euripides.
"Denn scheinen muss Ich heut ein bettelarmer Wicht,
Und sein zwar wer leh bin, doch so erscheinen nlcht." ])roy, ....

.. Dut the chorus,
Poor creatures, must not hat e the least suspiclon,
Whilst I cajole them with my rhetoric." Frere.

• Adapted from the Telephus. fI Telcplw autem, td ego cupio, i e,
male oereat, ut tredet me ejus fabulee,' BlaV!U8. cr. Hom. II it'
219. d. i, 243. ."

". Ma.}, the heaven. reward you; and as to Telepblll ;
May they decide hi. destiny aa J wish"

1<" ... .....
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EuR. Take this, and begone from my stone dwelling.
DIC. My 80ul,-for thou eeest how I am driven away from

his house, though in want of many articles of dress,-now be
thou importunate, teasing, and earnest in prayer. Euripides,
give me a little basket burnt through with a lamp.

EUR. 'What need, unhappy man, possesses you for this
wicker-work?

DIC. No need, but still I wish to take it.
EuR. Know that thou art troublesome, and begone from

my house.
DIc. Alas! Mayest thou be happy, as once thy mother I
EUR. Now leave me.
DIc. Nay, grant me only one little cup whose rim is.

knocked off!
EUR. Take it, and be damned 11 know that you are trouble-

some to the house. .
DIC. By -Iove, (aside,) YOIlknow not yet what ills you work

yourself.-But, sweetest Euripides, give me only this, a
little pipkin stopped up as to its eMnks with sponge.

EUR. Fellow, you will rob me of my tragedy.' Take this
and depart,

DIC. I am going: and yet what shall I do? for I need one
thing, which, if I obtain not, I am undone. Hear, sweetest
Euripides I If I obtain this, I will depart, and will not come
any more. Give me some withered green-stuff for my little
basket.

Eun, You will ruin me, Here they are. :My dramas are
vanished!

DIC, Well, I'll beg no more, but will be gone; for I am
exceeding troublesome.P "not considering that the chiefs ab- ;

Why bless me, I'm quite inspired (I think) with phrases.
I shah want the beggar's staff, though, notwithetanding," Frer•.

I" Eu. Zum Henker nimm's! du bist ein Fluch fur dieses lIaus I
Die. Beim Himmell du weisst nieht, wie du so oft auch una

gequalt I
Doch llerzenssiisser Euripides, dieas Eine noeh,
Gieb mir den Scherb en mit uem Sehwamm EU wischen

drin !" Droy,en, .
I "As if the sum and substance of his plays were contained in the

tragic apparatus required for them." lVheelwN9ht. •
a This verse is from the }Eneus of Euripides, Walab reads ob

lolt';'" 7' ItOIf.&"O"~, and renders, .. Albeit not thought to hate the
ehieftalUc1· • 02
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Lor me." .Ah me, unhappy! how 1 am undone! I have for-
gotten that on which all my affairs depend. Sweetest and
dearest little Euripides! may 1 perish most miserably, if I ask
for any thing any more, but one thing only, this only one, this
only one. Give me the chervil you got from your mother. I

EUR. The fellow becomes insolent: shut the door.' [Ex
eunt Euripides and his slave. ]

DIC. Heart of mine! we must proceed sans chervil, Do
you know how great is the contest you will soon have to en-
counter, about to speak in behalf of the Lacedremonians?
Proceed then, my heart! there is the starting-place! Do
you stand? Will you not go, after having imbibed Euripides?
-I commend you. Come now, unhappy heart! go there,
and then, there offer your head, and say what seems you good.
Dare :-go: advance.3 Well done, heart! [Lays his head 011

the choppinO-block.]
CHORUS.

CHO. What will you do? What will you say? Know
now that you are a shameless and an iron-hearted man, who,
having offered your neck to the state, alone are going to con-
tradict them all. The man does not tremble at the cause.
Come now, since you yourself make the choice, say on.

DIC. Take it not ill of me, spectators, if, being a beggar,·
I am yet about to speak amongst the Athenians on the subject
oftheir state, in comic verse, for even comedy knows what is

1 It Euripides' mother, as we learn from several passages of our
poet, sold water-cresses at Athens. The aristocrat Aristophanes is
always particularly unmerciful upon low-lived, vulgar people, who
are base enough to live by their honest industry. See, for instance,
853-859." Walsh.

• See Liddell's Lex. voc. 7r1]CTtSt;:.
a Vide Dawes, Mis. Crit. p, 471, ed. Kidd. This translation ana

correction is Person's. Shaksp. Cymbeline, act i. BC. i., "Take it,
heart." The whole speech is a parody on Eurip. Med, 1237.

c. 'Tis well. Now forward, even to the place
Where thou must pledge thy life, and plead the cause
As may befall thee. Forward, forward ret;
A little more. I'm dreadfully out of spirits." Frere;
" Wag's! geh I tritt hin! lIeil, Heil dir I stolzee Herz ! "

lJroy'~1
• A. parody on the following lines in the Teleplllu,

1''' 1'0&;60v"t11]'I'"', .Iv8Pft;:, 'EU"vwv .IltpO&,
at .. rwxc), :'v .,.i.,.A1IIt' i" it19Aoit1&v Air"",

....."" ....
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right: und my words will be severe, but just. For Cleon shall
not now I calumniate me, that I slander the state in the pre-
sence of strangers j for we are by ourselves, and the contest is
in the Leneeum P and as yet strangers are not present; for
neither is the tribute come in, nor the allies from the states,
But now we are winnowed clean; for the sojourners I
call the chaff of the citizens. I hate the Lacedeemoni-
ans exccedingly, and may Neptune, the god of Tamarus,
with an earthquake,3 shake and throw down on all of them
their houses; for my vines have been cut down as well as
yours. But,-for those who are present at my speech are
friends, why do we thus accuse the Lacedremonians P For
men of us,-I do not mean the state, bear this in mind, that
I do not mean the state, but certain rascally fellows, base coin,
unfranchised, and counterfeit, and alien-citizens, were in the
habit of informing against the small cloaks of the Megarians : 4
and if any where they were to see a cucumber, or a leveret,
or a sucking-pig, or garlic, or salt in lumps,s these were Me-
garian, and were confiscated the same day. And these, in-
deed, are trifles, and customary.f But certain young men,
drunk with playing at the cottabus, went to Megara and stole
away the courtesan Simretha ] and then the Megarians, ex-
cited by their griefs, stole away in return two harlots from
Aspasia ; 7 and hence the beginning of the war broke out for
all the Greeks from three strumpets. Then Pericles, the
Olympian, in his ire, lightened, thundered, utterly confounded
Greece, enacted laws, written like catches, " That the Megari-
ans should neither remain in our territory, nor in our markets,

I "For Cleon shall not now asperse me, that,
In strangers' presence, I malign the state." lV1.eeluwight.

This is a good example of the force of rE, which is best expressed
by emphasis, In Greek r' seems to be a substitute for our Iialics,

• Vide Mus. Crit. Cant. vol. ii, P: 81.
• See Thuc. i, 128; iii. 89. Thirlw, Greece, vol. iii. p. 7 and 111.
, As an eXl?lanation, vide Xen . Mem. Socrat. lib. ii, c. vii. § 6,

Mfrapiwv Of Ol 'lrAEiarol, lp'1, «'irQ ltwllIOOll'Olta!: olarplpovral. See
also 'Valsh's note.

• See Liddell's Lex. voc. :\:ovo/,Ot.
• "And these indeed were trifles, and the custom ofthe country."

Wal$h.
r The genitive ACl'lraula!: depends on 4vTEti~Xfo/av. Cf. Pind,

OL i. 98. Vesp. 1369. Eq, 1149. "The author represents her IU
'hQUShshe had kept a brothel," DrOfIC1l,
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nor on the sea, nor on the mainland." Then the Megnrians,
when now they were grM.oolIy famishing, entreated the Lace-
dremoniana that the decree which had been made on account
of the strumpets might be changed through their intereention ;
and we were not willing, though they often entreated us,
And after this now there was a clatter of bucklers. Some
one will observe, we ought not: but tell us what we ought to
hare done. Come, if some Lacedremonian sailed out with
his ship and informed against and sold a little Seriphian dog,
would you have sat still at home? Far from it, certainly.
~fost assuredly you would have launched immediatcly three
hundred vessels, and the city would have been full of the
din of soldiery, of shouting about the election of a Trierarch,
pay being issued, figure-heads getting gilded, piazzas groan-
ing, provisions getting measured out, of wine-skins, of' oar-
leathers, of people buying jars, of garlic, olives, onions in nets,
chaplets, sprats, flute-girls, and black eyes. And the dock-
yard again had been filled with spars getting cut into oars,
wooden pins sounding, bottom-oars getting furnished with
thongs, boatswain's flutes, fifes, whistlings. I know that you
would have done this, "and do we not imagine that Telephus 2
will do the like? Then there is no sense in us."

1 SEl[. CnoR.3 What, really, you rogue and blackguard?
Have you the audacity to say this of us, you beggar? And
if any of us has been an informer, do you upbraid us with it?

2 SElL Cnon, Yea, by Neptune, and he says too, what he
does say, all justly; ani about none of them does he teIllies.

1 SEM. CUOR. Then, if it was just, ought this fellow to
mention it? But neither shall you dare to say this with
impunity.!

I ..Gab Kriegamanlfeste reeht im Trinkliedsstyl verfasst:
• Nieht zu Wasser und Land, nieht in Hafen und Markt,

Nieht als Wandrer noch Gast,
Nie suche noeh finde sieh hier ein Megarer Ruh noch Rast.'"

Droysett.
J Another quotation from the Telephus.
3 .. Here the chorus separates itself into two divisions, one op-

posing Dicreopolis, the other supporting him." Sehol.
4 dAA' ouJi Xaipwv. 1\Iost editoea now exhibit dAA' olin cr. Vesp.

185. Ran. 843. Soph. Rex, 363. Phil. 1283. Dindorf, who on VII
78+ has changed tlie old reading dAA' ouJi into dA.\' ovX1, has her.
restored the old reading, for reasons best known tJ himself.



lHE ACHARNIANS. 23
2 SEM. Cnon, Hollo you 1 whither are you running? wiI!

_you not step? Since if you strike this man, you yourself
shall quickly be raised aloft! I

1 SEll. CHOR. Ho, Lamachua l thou who lookest lightning,
help us, thou with the Gorgon crest, having appeared !-1I0,
Lamachus ! friend! fellow-tribesman ! let e\:ery one as-
sist with speed, if any there be a Taxlarch or engineer, for I

_am seized by the middle.

L.U[ACnus.
I,UI. Whence heard I the warrior cry? Whithcr must I

, render assistance? whither send ill tumult? Who roused the
Gorgon from my shield's cover?

DIe. (affecting to be terrified,) 0 hero Lamachus l what
crests and cohorts! .

Cnon, 0 Lamaehus ! has not this fellow for a long time
been speaking evil of our whole city?

LAM. You there! do you, you beggar, dare say this?
• DIe. 0 hero Lamachus ! yet pardon me, if, a beggar, I

have spoken, and babbled any thing.
LAM. What have you said of us? Will you not tell ?
DIe. I don't know as yet, for I am dizzy ill my head through

fear of your arms. But, I entreat you, remove from me the
bugbear.t

LAllI. Very well! [Turns away the shield from him.]
Die. Now place it for me upside down.3
LAM. There it lies. [Puts the shield upside down before

him.]
DIe. Come now, give me the feather 4 out of your helmet.

I A phrase from the Palrestra: see Walsh's note. Brunck's
version (an adaptation of the language of Terence) has misled both
Bothe and Blaydes:

" Hands off there! what are ye after? Leave him go!
I'll grapple ye else, and heave ye neck and crop." Frere,

I See Pax, 473.
" I can't.

I car..'t remember; I'm so terrified.
The ;?rror of that crest quite turned me dizzy;
Do take the hobgoblin away from me, I beseech you." I'Tln.

a .. To serve him for a basin to vomit in." Dindorf.
• To tickle his throat with.
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LA:!f. Here's a feather for you.
DIC. Now take hold (If my head, that I may vomit, for

my stomach's turned at the crests.
LA)r. Hollo you! what are you going to do? Are you

about to cause a vomit with the fenther?
DIC. Why, is it a feather? Tell me, what bird's? Is it a

braggadocio's? 1

LAM. Woe for you, assuredly you sha1l2 die. [A scujJle, in
which Lamachus is foiled.]

DIC. By no means, Lamachus; for it is not a matter for
such strength as yours. But if you are strong, why don't you
give a proof of it? for you are well armed.

LAllI. You say this of your general, you beggar?
DIC. Why, am I a beggar?
I~u[.Then what are you?
DIC. Ask me who ?-a good citizen, no stickler for office,

but, since what time the war commenced, a son of Mars i
while you, since what time the war commenced, a Mr. Place-
man.

Lasr, For they elected me.
Dre. Aye,3 three cuckoos. Therefore, being disgus.ed

at this, I made peace, when I saw hoary-headed men in
the ranks, but striplings, such as )"OU,4 shirking the ser-
vice; 5 some in Thrace, with an allowance of three drachmse,
Tisameno-Phrenippi; 6 Panourg-IIipparchidre; others with
Chares; others among the Chaonians, Gereto- Theodori ;

1 .. VielIeieht vom Grossfhugockelhahnj " Droysen.
I .:., 'n9J"i~EI'. See Elmsley's note. Cf. Vesp. 1449, and V8. 33.~

supra,
• See Quart. Rev. No. xiv. p.461o. Mus. Crit. i. 76, p, 278. Monk.

Ale. 41. f'I'Eir:=6).iYOI, ICOl<I<VYE,=>i).i9101 •
.. Who voted it r

A parcel of cuckoos! Well, I've made my Jleace.
In short, I could not abide the thing, not I;
To see grey-headed men serve in the ranks,
And lads like you despatched upon eommiasions ;
Some skulking away to Thrace, with their three drachmas."

Frere
• See Dindorf'. note.
• These gentlemen have a name to themselves in Ran. 1014.
t These are fictitious comic appeliatiQnl for individuals uu-

known.



606-625. THE ACHARNIANS.

Dlomei-Alazonesj others at Camarina, t and at Gela, and at
Catagelalj

L.ur. For they were elected.
DIC. But what's the reason that you somehow or other

always receive pay, while none of these present gets any1
Prithee, Marilades, you with the grey head, have you ever
been on an embassy? [t01.lcheshis pocket.] See! he shakes
his head; and yet he is temperate and hard-working. What,
pray, says Dracyllus, or Euphorides, or Prinides? Hail
any among you knowledge of Ecbatana, or the Chaonians?
They say no. But the son of Ceesyra 3 and Lamachus know
them; whom lately, on account of their shot and debts, like
those who pour out their dirty wash-water of an evening, all
their friends exhorted," "Get out of the way."

LAM. 0 democracy! Is this then to be endured?
DIC. Certainly not, unless Lamachus gets paid for it.
L.ur. Well then, I will ever wage war with the Pelopon-

neslans, and will harass them in every way, both with ships
and land forces, to the best of my power.

DIC. I,on the other hand, give notice to all the Pelopon-
nesians, and Megarians, and Bceotians, to sell, to traffic with
me, but not with Lamachus.s [Exeunt omnes.]

I The person here alluded to is Laches. Vide Thucyd. lib. iii.
86,-To;; 0 aUro;; 6E(lOVt 1"E).EV1"WV1"ot,'A6'lvaioc EilCoac va tit [a1"fI).av i,
l:.I<E).iav, I<ai AaX'lTa 1"(,1'ME).avW1I'OV '1"pa1"'l)'ov, 1<. 1". x. In the Wasp~
we shall find him introduced as a dog.

S .. With Camarina and Gela, towns of Sicily, the poet (1I'apd
'/rpoa~ol<jav) joins Catagels, (tow1cof derision ) where Catama might be
expected; denoting by this fictitious appeiIation the ridicule which
was often cast upon the Athenians by their ambassadors. Plautus
(Mil. Glo. i. 1, H) appears to have had these sesquipedalian appel-
latives in his mind when he introduces Py1"gopolymccs discoursing on
the Campi Gvrgwtidonii-

Ubi Bombomacbides Clunlustaridysarehldas,
Erat imperator summus." Wheelwright.

• Probably Alcibiades. nut it is a questionable point. See Elms-
ley's note. Compare also Nub. 46.

• .. That, with their Jebts and payments long since due,
Have heard their frlends insistmg and repeating,
.. Get off,"-" Keep out of the way;" like the housewife'.

warning,
That empties a nuisance into the street at night." Frere,

• A .imihu· change of eonstruetlon occurs, vs. 7g2,
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CnOR. The man prevails with his argument", and makes
converts of the people on the subject of the peace •. But let us
strip and follow with our Anaprests.

PARABASIS.

From the time that our instructor has presided over the
comic choruses, he never yet came forward to the spectators
to tell how clever 116is. But being calumniated I among the
hasty-deciding Athenians by his enemies, that he ridicules
our state and insults the democratic party, he wants now to
make his defence before the changeful Athenians. Now
your poet says he is worthy of much good treatment at your
hands, in that he put an end to your being neatly cajoled by
strangers' worut",2 and to your delighting in flattery, and to
yonr being gaping-mouthed cockneys.s And formerly the
ambassadors from the cities, trying to cajole you, used first
to call you " violet crowned;" 4 and as often as anyone said
this, immediately, by reason of the "rrowns,"you sat on the tips
of your-c-bums.s And as often as anyone soft-sawdered you
and called you" sleek Athens," he used to obtain all his wish
through the" sleekness," for having attached to you the glory
of an anchovy," By having done this, he has been the cause
to you of many advantages, and from having made known
to you how the people in the cities live under a democracj-J

I Another allusion to his Bab'llolliaIl8. See vs. 377, 502.
I Bergk supposes the allusion to be to the embassy of Gorgias of

Leontium.
• A reflection on their gullibility and readiness to run open-

mouthed after any new foolery. Accordingly (in Eq. 1262) he call.
them" a city of GaPClliaIl8,"-instead of Athenia1l8.

• "Pin dar first gave this epithet to Athens-
Ai ).uraral /Cal ;orrrl¢avol ·A9ijva&."-Sclwl.

• A facetious parody on the proverb 17r' ti/Cr"'v TW., c\v';xwv, saiJ
of persons who walk proudly. Aristophanes, accordingly, makee
the Athenians ,it proudly on another extremity.

• That is, of being oil!!.
, Meaning, of course, their miserable condition •

.. lie has openly shown
The style and tone

or your democracy ruling abroad.
lIe has placed its practices on record;
The tyrannical arts, the knavish tricks,
That poison all your politics." Frw.



THE ACllARNIANS. 27

Accordingly now from the cities they have come, bringing in
to you tribute, desiring to see the best of poets, who had the
hardihood to say amongst the Athenians what is just. And
80 far already has the fame of his daring reached, when even
the King, questioning the embassy of the Lacedremonians,
first asked them whether of the two had the superiority at
sea; and then about this poet,' which of the two he plentifully
abused. For he said that tl:ose people must have become far
better, and would be far superior in war, who had him as an
adviser, For this reason the Laccdremonians make you pro-
posals of peace, and demand back lEgina. AmI for that
island 2 they do not care, but only that thcy may dispossess
this poet. But do you therefore never give him up, inas-
much M he will represent in his comedies what is right.
And he says he will teach you malty good points, so that you
be fortunate, not by wheedling you, nor yet by offering bribes,
nor yet by cheating a little, nor yet by playing the villain,
nor yet by besprinkling you with praise. but by teaching
what is best. Wherefore let Clcon cunningly devise, and con-
trive every thing against me: for that which is good, and that
which is just with me, shall be my ally; and never will I be
found, like him, a cowardly and effeminate minister of the
state. Come hither, ardent, eager, Acharnian Muse, having
the strength of fire, like as the sparks, roused by the favouring
fan, bounce from the oaken ashes, when our small fry arc lying
in readiness, while others mix up the sparkling+ Thasian
pickle, and others knead the bread. Come thus to me, your
fellow-tribesman, with a pompous, vehement, rustic melody.

'Ye aged veterans blame the city; for we are not cherished
in our old age in a. manner worthy of those our naval victo-
ries, but we suffer hardships at your hands, who having cast
aged heroes into suits, suffer us to be laughed at by stripling

I ..Accusativus de quo." For this, see Mus. Crit. i. p. 532,
I See Thirlw. tti«. GTfZC. iii. p. 129. Cf. Thuc, i, 139... Wishing

to eject the poet." Wheelwright. Cf; Elmsl, ad V8. 46 •• Wahh has
mistaken the construction; rJjIl AiY'IIQII is to be repeated from the
foregoing line. Aris.ophanps is known to have possessed an estate
in that Island. Compare also Brunck's version as reprinted by
Didot.

IC Sie bezwecken janur zu entziehn euch unsern Poeten," Droy.er.
• ).Ul'lIpal'lI'lJlClI. Pind, Nem. vii 22.
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orators, being nothing but dumb and crack-voiced, whoso
preserving Neptune is the staff we hear. And babbling
through age, we take our stand at the bar,' not seeing any
thing but the mist of Justice. While be, eager to have a
stripling2 act as junior counsel to himself, strikes quickly,a
engaging him with periods well-rounded; and then he
drags into court the aged Tithonus, and interrogates him,
setting word-traps, rending and troubling and confounding
him. But be mumbles through old age, and then, cast in his
suit, departs. Then he whines, and weeps, and says to his
friends, "I depart, having incurred as a fine that wherewith
I was to have bought a coffin,"! How is this fitting, to ruin
an old man, a hoary warrior, at the clepsydra, who has la-
boured much with you, and wiped off the heated sweat,
manly, indeed, and copious, who acted the warrior's part at
Marathon, for the city's sake? Then, when we were at Ma-
rathon, we were the pursuers/' but now we are pursued
by very knavish men; and are taken besides. What will
l\farpsias reply to this?G

For how is it fitting that a man bent double, such as Thu-
I ,..; >..i0't', i. e. ,.tji /3i}pan •
.. 'Ve, the veterans of the city, brieJIy must expostulate
At the hard ungrateful usage which we meet with from the state,
Suffering men of years and service at your bar to stand indicted,
Bullied by your beardless speakers, worried and perplexed and

frighted." Frere.
, Cf. Soph, Tr. 814. Dindorf's text (from which the ahove trans-

lation is made) exhibits Ii Ji veavlav fa v,.'; tT1I'OvJa<1a, (vv'lyopeil'
Others adhere to the old reading, vEaviat:, which, as accusative, is
tolerable. 1\Ir. Blaydes' note is not, we conceive, written in his
best manner; Ii vEavial: <1vv'lyopE1 iavTtji. and <171'ovJa<1a,iaVTOV trv ...
'lYopfiv, are sad blunders.

II Doch das Biirschchen Staates-Anwalt, eifrig seinem Vortheil
nach,

Greifet an und trim mit gewahlten, feinen Worten Schlag auf
Schlag

Kreuzt die Fragen, schneuzt die Antwort, stellet Fallen allcr-
handen." Droysen.

• Cf. fl, fVTE).Elav= fVTf>"':;t:. Av. 805. Thuc. viii. 86.
• .. What I'd saved to buy a coffin,

I must spend to pay my fine." Wa18h
I A pun on the twofold meaning of J,,:'/Cw. to pursue, and to prole-

cute. Cf. Eq. 969. Vesp.1207.
• For the construction, cr. l;ccl. ~49, Nqb. 167~
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eydidoo,' "hould perish, entangled in the Scythian wilderness, .
this Cephisodemus, the prattling advocate? Wherefore 1
pitied him, and wiped my eyes, when I saw an aged man
confounded by an archer-fellow; who, by Ceres, when he
was Thucydides, would not readily have put up with even
Ceres herself; but first he would have floored in wrest-
ling ten Evathli, and with bawling would have silenced
three thousand Archers, and would have out-eonstabled 2 the
relations of the father himself of Cephisodemus. But, since
you do not suffer the aged to get any sleep, decree that the
indictments be separate, so that the advocate of the old man
may be old and toothless; hut the young men's, lewd and
prating, and the son of Clinias.3 And henceforth it is the
old man's! business to banish, and, if one be brought to trial,
to fine the old, and the young man's business to banish and
fine the young.

DIC..EQPQLIS (coming from his house).
DIC. These are the boundaries of my market-place. Here

it is allowable for all the Peloponnesians, and Megarians, and
Boeotians to traffic, on condition that5 they sell to me, and not
to Lamacbus. -But as clerks of the marketf I appoint these
three, who have obtained the officeby lot,-thongs from Mange-
town. Here let neither any sycophant enter, nor any other
that is a man of Phasis,? But I will go to fetch the pillar,"

I The Thucydides here alluded to, and also in the Wasps, VS. 94-7,
was the son of Melesias, brother-in-law of Cimon. See Thirhv.
nu« Grt2C. iii. p. 45, and p. 53, note. For rtji rdp, cf, Thesm. 839.
Nub. 355.

• .. And be-constabled the relations
Of the Cather of this scamp." Walsh.

I Alcibiades. See Aristophanes' Deetaleis, Fragm. i.
• .. Xp~ is very rare, c. dat. pers, pro. ace,'; Sopli. Ant. 736; Eur,

[on,1317." Lidd. Le». Mr. Blaydes' method is contra linguam..
• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 68, 41, obs, 8, and § 65, 3, obs, 3.
• For the A~oranomi, vide Bockh's Public Economy of Athens,

l. 67; ii. 49. 'i.e Aurpwv. A fictitious name, with an allusion til
upt"eum, a town of the Peloponnese, and Aurpo!:, mangy. Cf. Av.
149." Blaydu.

II Und bestellt sind als Marktmeister dieses Creien Markts
Drei wohlgewiihlte wackere Peitschen aus Lepreos." Droyaert.

, II Here let no base informer dare to come,
Nor any other man from Quibbleford." Wallh.

There is an allusion to ofl<ltvlIv, i. e. tnJ"oop<lvrliv. cr. Av. 1694.
• Vide Thucyd. lib. v. c. 18 4S-46.
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upon which 1have inscribed the peace, that I may set it up
in the market-place open to view. [Exit DiCtEopolil.]

ENTERMEGAmANANDDAUGHTERS.'
MEG. Market of Athens, hail! beloved of the Megarians!

By the god of friendship, I longed for you, as for a mother.
nut, 0 unhappy daughters of a miserable father, get2 up to
the barley-cake, if any where you find it. Hear, pray; let
your bellies+ give attention. Whether do you wish to be sold,
or miserably starve?

DAUGII. To be sold! to be sold!
Mao, I also myself say yes. But who so simple as to buy

you, an evident loss? However, I have a certain Megarian
device; for I will dress you up as hogs and say I am bring-
ing them for sale. Put on these hog's hoofs, and take care
that you appear to be the offspring of a noble sow; since,
by Mercury, if you shall come home, you shall miserably ex-
perlence ' excess of hunger. Put on also these little snouts,
and then enter thus into the sack. But take care that you
grunt and cry coi, and utter the voice of the pigs of the Mys-
teries.5 While I will call Dicreopolis, to see "Where he ;'.6
Dicreopolis! do you wish to buy some little pigs?

DIC..EQPQLIS.
DIe. What I a Megarian?
MEG. 'Ve have come to traffic.
DIC. How fares it with you P?
MEG. We are always hungering one against the other by

the fire-side.

I In the original, the Megarian, as well as the Bceotian who ia
afterwards introduced, talks in a very broad provincial dialect.
This Mr. Walsh has represented by the medium of the Lowland
Scotch, and !\Ir. Droysen by the doggrel German exhibited ill tlte
German" Punch." .

, " Dixit Q.p{3aTl poeta, quia actores fl<1f~eOVTf' cara r';~ opXq<1rpav,
I1rl rlJv <1IC'IVrjv 0,,1 ,;')\IPOCWV tiva{3aivov<1l, teste Polluce, iV.127."
Elm61e!l in Auctario.

a 1I'"apa 1I'"po<1ooICia»', for 'll'PO<1iXfTE Till' voiiv.
• Cf Ran, 421.

• II An' raise sic noises as the haJy pigs
Bred to be kiUt i' the Muckle Mysteries." WIIIM.

: ~om.p. Soph. Ajax, 103. Rex, 921t . .Antig. 318.er. Eq. 7. Lrs, 1002, 1072. .
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DIC. By Jove, but that's jolly, if a piper be present, But

what else are you Megarians about now?
MEG. J ust what we are doing" 'Vhen I set out from

thence, the committee were contriving this for the state, how
we might most quickly and most miserably perish!

DIe. Then you will soon get rid of your troubles.
MEG. Certainly.
DIe. But what else is going on at Megara P What is the

price 2 of grain ?
MEG. With us, of a high price, like the gods.
DIC. Do you then bring3 salt?
MEG. Have you not the command of it ?
DIe. Nor yet garlic?
lIlEG. What garlic ?-the heads of which you always grub up

with a stake, like field-mice, whenever you make your inroads.
DIC. What then do JOoubring?
MEG. Why, pigs for the mysteries.
DIC. You Bay well: show them.
MEG. But indeed they are fine ones. Take one up. if )'OU

?t ill.' How fat and sleek!
DIC. What is this?
MEG. A pig, by Jove!
DIC. What say you? What country pig is this?
MEG. Of Megara, Or is not this a pig?
DlC. It does not seem so to me.
MEG. Is it not shameful? See the incredulity of the man

He says this is not a pig. But sooth, if you will, make a
wager with me now for salt flavoured with thyme, if this is not
a pig after the usage of the Greeks.4

DlC. Yet at least it is a woman's.s

1 "Id est 'If'paTTop.w cIa ~,j 1rpaTTop.fV. cr. Eur.Tleracl, 632. Gcr
mani dicunt '0 '0." Dindorf.

• "'~ 0 alTol: wVto,. See Porson's Tracts, P: 152, ed. Kidd
• Vide Bockh's Public Econ. of Athens, vol. i. p. 135. Tne sal

anines were at Nisrea.
• "This is maist shamefu'! What an infidel

He is I He says this is nae pig ava I
Weel, an ye like) I'se wad Borne thymit saut,
That this wee thmg is ca'd a pig in Greek." Waul.

• II I, s, mulieru. Sic Eurip. Hippo!. .74." BlaVtk,.
"Dlc. Perhaps it may, but it's a human pig.
MEG. Human I'm human i and they're mine tlal'. aU.
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MEG. 'Tis mine, by Diocles! Whose do you suppose they
are? Do you wish to hear them speak?

DIC. By tile gods I do.
:MEG. Speak quickly now, piggy. Devil tako you,' you

must not be silent. By Mercury, I will carry you home again t
DAUGH. Coi, coi,
1\IEG. Is this a pig?
DIC. Aye, now it seems a pig, but when grown up it will

bell. sow.
:MEG. Within five years, be well assured, it will be like to

its mother.
Dro, But this one here is not fit for sacrifice.
:MEG. Why not? How is it not fit for sacrifice?
DIC. It has not a tail.
MEG. For it is young: but when grown up to pig's estate,

it will have a great thick red one. But if you like to bring
it up, here's a fine pig for you! •

DIC. How similar this one is to the other.
1\IEG. For it is of the same mother," and of the same father.

But when it is grown fat and hairy, it will be a very fine
pig to sacrifice to Venus.

DIC. But pig is not sacrificed to Venus.
MEG. Not a pig to Venus? Yea, to her only of the gods.

And the flesh too of these pigs is sweetest when it is pierced
with a spit.3

DIC. Can they feed now without their mother?
MEG. Aye, by Neptune, and without their father too
DIC. But what do they like best to eat?
MEG. Whatever you give them. Ask them yourself.
DIC. Pig! Pig I
Dxucn. Coi, coi.
DIC. Can you eat chick-pease?
DAUGH. Coi, coi, coi.
DIC. What then? Early4 ngs?

Whose should they be, do ye think r So far theY'Je human.
But come, will you hear 'em squeak r If Frer«;

J C£ vs. 924. Eeel. 1052, 1076. Av. 1467. Pl. 456, 713. Vesp.103&.
• Cf. Soph. Ant. 609.
I se, ,. Herm. Vig. n, 279.
• .. fl/3ti>'l"', is ace. plur. from nom. fl/3&'>'I"", and is joined witll

,~tiJa, to show the .pede,. of iiiS." Blavdu. Cf. Liddell'l Lex. inYOC.



THE .A.CH.A.RNIANS. 33

DAUGH. Coi, coi.
DIc.' How sharply you squeak at the figs! Lct someone

bring in some figs from within for the little pigs.2 Will they
eat them? Bless me! How they do munch them, much-
esteemed Hercules! Of what country are the pigs? How I
Tragasean they look. But they have not perhaps. eaten up
all the figs.

MEG. No-for I took up this one of them.
DIC. By Jove, the beasts are fine ones! For how much

shall I buy5 your little grunters of you? Say.
:MEG.The one for a bunch of garlic; the other, if you

will, for a single choenlxof salt.
DIC. I'll buy them of you. Wait you here.
MEG. Aye, nye,6sir. [Exit DictEopolis.] Mercury, thou

god of traffic, grant me to sell my wife in this way, and my
mother too!

INFORMER.
INF. Fellow! of what country are you?
MEG. A pig-merchant of Megara.
INF. Then I will inform against these little pigs and you,

as enemies.
MEG. The very7 thing! Again it comes,whence the be-

ginning of our woes took its rise.
INF. You shall Megarize to your cost. Will you not let

go the sack?
MEG. Dicreopolis! Diceeopolisl I am informed against

by some one.

i The preceding verse is expunged by Dindorf and Bothe.
J Some figs are now brought and scattered amongst the audience.

" Itwas a common method of securing the fAvour of an Athenian
audience to scatter fruit and nuts amongst them from the stage."
Walsh.

• A pun on rpayliv. "They surely come from Ct')m~hham.'·
.. W 0 sind sie denn her, die Ferkel? aus Essos scheint es fast.
Doch unmoglich baben sie aUe die Feigen binuntergescbluckt."

Dray_.
I "Nicht etwa," Kiiiger. I ce 816. Pax, 1261. Ran. 1229.
• cr. Pax, 276. Vesp. 142, 851, 1008. Eq.111.
r Cf. vs. H. Pax, 289, 516. Av. 364, li07. Ran. 318, 18f2

Eur. Or. 802. Hel. G30. Kruger's Gr. Gr. I iii, 7, obi. 11•..
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Dw..£oPOLIS.
DIC. Who is he that informs against yOU? Clerks of tllb

market, will you not exclude the informers? What has come
into your head, pray,· that you L'\y2 informations without a
wick?

lNF. What I shall I not inform against our foes?
DIC. Aye, to your cost, if you will not run elsewhere and

play the informer. [Erit Informer.]
MEG. What an evil is this in Athens!
DIe. Be of good heart, Megarian. Come, take this gar-

lic here, and the salt, at whtch price you sold your pigs, and
fare thee well !

MEG. But tofare soeli is not in fashion with us.3
DIC. On my own head then be the impertinence.
MEG. l\fy little grunters, make the attempt, even without

your father. to eat the cake to your salt, 4 if anyone offer it.
[Exeunt omllcs.]

Coo. The man is prosperous! Have you not heard how
the measure" succeeds? For the man will reap the benefit,
sitting in the market-place. And if any Ctesias enter, or
other informer, he shall sit down in tears, Neither shall
any other man injure you by cheating you in the purchase of
provisions. Neither shall Prepis wipe upon you his lewd-
ness," Nor shall you jostle with Cleonymus; but shall pass
through with a clean cloak. And Hyperbolus, when he meets
with you, shall not involve you in lawsuits. Nor yet, again,

• See Kriiger Gr. Gr. § sa. 8, obs, 3.
t All untransiateable pun j as the words also mean, " why do )·00

snine without a wick r". . . to • • _

. .. Denouncing ill he? Constables,
Why don't you kee{J the market clear of 8ycopluints?
You fellow, Imust Inform you, your informing .
Is wholly illegal, and informal here." Frere.

Co Was plagt dich, Luchsaug, Mer zu leuchten ohne Licht!" VO&.t.
• On this play of words, vide Monk, Alcest. VS. 527.
• On this use of 171-1, see Donalds. N. C. p. 226. In Vesp. 495

there is a play on this phrase, (o.j;"wliv i1Ti rVpavviOa,) for the words
are capable of two interpretations, "buy dainties with a view to a
tyrann1:~ and, "buy dainties as a relish to.his tyranny:- Cf. ibiG.
4>9S, and note on Eq. 707.

• For 7'0/3olJ).ElJpa simply. cr. Nub. 2.
• A parody on Eur. Baech :lU, ,.,,0 lto,.0fltu p.wflicwr.;.v cr,,, ll'oi..
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sball Oratinus, when he falls in with you in the market-place,
walk up to you with his head close shaven,' the very rascally
Artemo, the man so very rapid in his music, stinking beastly
of his Tragasean father in his arm-pits.2 Neither, again,
shall the most villanous Pauson jeer you; nor Lysistratus
in the forum, the disgrace of Cholargeus, he who is double.
dyed in villany, shivering and starving continually more thaD
thirty days 3 each month.

B<EOTUN(with pipers and attendants).
B<EOT.Let Hercules be witness, I am wretchedly tired in

my neck. Ismenlas, do you lay down the penny-royal gently.
But you, as many flute-players' as are present from Thebes,
with your bone pipes play" the dog's backside."

DIC. (coming out of his house). Go to the devil ! Won't
you get away from my doors, you wasps? Whence have
the bumble-bees of Chreris (the devil take them!) flown to
my doors? II [Exeunt pipers.]

B<EOT.With pleasure, stranger, by Iolaus, For playing
behind me from Thebes, they have shaken off the blossoms of
the penny-royal on the ground. But, if you like, purchase
some of the fowls or locusts," which I bring.

DIC. Hail, my roll-eating little Boeotian ! What are you
bringing?

I See Liddell's Lex. vee. poax';!: •

.. Nor he, the bard of little llrice,
Cratinus, with the curls 80 mee,
Cratinus in the new del-ice
In which the barber drest him," Frere.

• Cf. ,l "ii, Itf¢a~ii'O/;'"P(,POl1, Eccl. 524. See note on Vesp_ ]051J.
• .. The wit is the same as if one were to say of a very studious per-

lon, that he read twenty-five hours a day." Wauh. Cf. Eccl. 808.
t --"An' a' you croonin" pipers,

Wha come frae Thebes, may haud awato hell,
An' blaw the droddum 0' tlie muckle deil," Wa4h.

"Get out! what wind has brought 'em here Iwonder!
A parcel of hornets buzzing about the door!
You humble-bumble drones-Get out! get out! .. Frere.
"VOll wannen kommt ihr, die ~leich der Henker helen mag,
Zu meiner Thiir, ihr Dudelchelrisbomlseenvolk I If ~

• See Liddell's Lex. in VOl:.
D 2
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B<EOT.Absolutely whatever is good amongst the Bceo-
tians: origanum, penny-royal, rush-mats, wicks, ducks, jack-
daws. woodcocks, coots, sand-pipers, divers.

DIC. Then you have come to the market, as if' a tempest of
birds.

B<EOT.Moreover I bring geese, hares, foxes, moles, hedge-
hogs, cats, beavers, ferrets, otters, Copaic eels.

DIO. 0 thou that bringest a fish most delightful to men!
if you are bearing the eels, permit me to address them.

B<EOT."Eldest 1 of fifty Copaic daughters," come forth,
and be civil to this 2 stranger.

DIe. 0 dearest thou, and long desired 1 Thou hast come
longed for indeed by the comic chorusaes, and dear to .Mory-
chus.3 Attendants, bring out for me the brazier and the fan
hither. [Servants crowd round the eel.] Look, my boys, at
the splendid eel, which has come at lengta in the sixth year,
longed for. Address it, my children, and I will furnish you
with coals for this stranger's sake. But carry it in: for not
even when dead may I ever be bereft of you stewed in beet ••

B<EOT.But how shall I have a recompense for this?
DIe. This one, perhaps, you will give me as my market

toll. But if you are for selling any of these others, say on.
B<EOT.All these will I.
DIe. Come, for how much, say you? Or will you take

home other wares from hence?
B<EOT.Aye, whatever there is at Athens, and not among

the Beeotians,
DIe. Will you buy and take with you Pha1eric anchovies,

or crockery?
B<EOT.Anchovies or crockery? We have them at home.

Let me have whatever is not amongst us, but is, on the
contrary, abundant here.

t A parody on a line of lEschylus.
• .. The position of the words IS unusual. Cf. Nub. 745, Pax, 411,

lEsch. Pro 51." Dindorf,
• Morychus is again mentioned in the Wasps, vs. 506,1142; and

the Peace, vs, 1008. lIe was a great epicure and particularly fond
of these eels. He is also spoken of as a tragic writer bV the
Scholiast.

• "The whole of this speech is a quiz upon the tragic writer.; the
concluding couplet is parodied from the AwstiJ of Euripides, V10
lit...: Wauh.
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DIe. Then I know your wants: bring out an informer.
having packed him up like crockery.

B<EOT.By the two gods,' I should certainly get even a large
proflt, if I took him with me, like an ape full of much mischief.

DIe. And see! here comes Nicarchus to lay informations.

NICARCHUS.

B<EOT.He Is small in stature,
D1C. But all there is of him is bad.
NIC. Whose are these wares?
B<EOT.Mine here,2 from Thebes, be Jove my witness.
NIC. I then here inform against them as an enemy's.
B<EOT.What ails you 3 then that you have commenced war

and battle with the little birds?
NIC. I will inform against you too, as well as these.
B<EOT.In what way having been injured?
N IC. I will tell you, for the good of the bystanders. You

are importing wicks ! from the enemy.
DIC. And so, forsooth, you are for informing against a wick 7
NIC. Yes; for this wick might set fire to the dock-yard.
DIe. A wick a dockyard? Oh! oh !-As how?
NIC. A Bceotian might stick it in a tom-tailor':' and kin-

dle it and Bend it into the dockyard through a sewer, having
watched for a mighty wind. And if the fire were once it
catch the ships, they would be immediately in a blaze.

DIe. Abandoned miscreant Iwould they be in a blaze from
a tom-tailor and a wick? [Beats him.]

NIC. I call you all to witness!
DlC. Stop his mouth! Give me some straw, that I may

, .. The 'two gods' in the mouth of a Boeotian mean Amphloi,
and Zethusl. the founders of Thebes i in that of a Lacedeemonian,
Castor and Pollux, the tutelary divimties of Sparta," JVauh.

t cr, vs, 93. Nub. 1202. Soph. Col. 3440.
I See Kruger's Gr. Gr. f 56, 8, obs, 3.
f Vide Bockh's Public Economy of Atbens, vel, i. p. 57.
• A small brown insect which runs on the surface of smooth waterJ1M ttJater-8pider, Lat. tipula. " I am surprised that Dindorf shoul

have approved of Elmsley's interpretation, (' a small boat/> for the
.,.':'PIOV, as the Scholiast rightll. informs I,S, was'; "'011'01: 0 'Inp1ix ..."
...4 1I').Oill, tivUta ci,. l).cva~walV.' Blaydes. The richness of the ab-
surdity consists in the inaptitude of the mean.f. WAlsh and Frere
translates it IIcock-rotl£h; Blaydes, culmw ji8tulosw; Droysen, as 1
have. For the participles, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. I56. 15. obs. ~.
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take and pack him up like crockery, lest he get broken in the
carriage. I [TltTows him down and pads !tim up.]

CHO. Pack up well, good sir, the stranger's2 merchandise
in such a manner, that he may not break it in carrying it.

DIC. This shall be my cnre; for of n truth it rings3 loud,
lind cracked, and hateful to the gods besides.

Coo. Whatever will he make of it ?
DIe. Itwill be a vessel good for all work; a mixer for mis-

chiefs; a pestle for law-suits; a lamp to inform against ! those
liable to give in an account; and a cup to mix up troubles in.

Cno. But how could anyone confidently use such a vessel
in his house, always making such a jar?

DlC. It is strong, good sir, 80 that it would never break, ir
it were suspended by the feet, head downwards. [Lij~$him
up by the legs.]

Cno, It's all right now.
BIEOT. Marry, I am going to make a han·est.1I

Cno. But, best of strangers, with this man on your side,
take and make an attack, where'er you please, upon e\'~ry
informer.f

DIC. At last I've packed him up, and be damned to bim!
Bceotian, take and bear off your crockery.

BIEOT. Stoop your neck as you go, Ismenias,

I Vs, 928 is, by Dlndorf, bracketed as spurlous •... - '"
f .. My dearest fellow, pray be wise,

And pack the stranger's merchandise ..··' ..
With care, for fear he break it." JVal.m.

• Dlceecpolls gives him a hearty kick •. ' Cf. Pers. iii. 21,
__ " Sonat tlilium percussa maligne

Respondet viridi non cocta fideiia limo."
, There is a similar play upon the word t[>alvIII in VB. 826.
• I, 9l!llJJfV pro tV 71'paTTUV dictum videtur.·· Elm.l~.

II I 'se 800n hae routh 0' gear, sir." Wauh. -
But see Liddell's Lex. in VOl'. •

• Similar advice was given by Socrates to his friend Crito. Thi.
pa8sa~e has been generally misunderstood. The general interpret-
ation 19, "Take and fling him where you please,-a sycophant it
f\lr all purposes."

C'Doch nun, du Fremd1ing treu und bieder,
Nun nimm ihn, trag' ihn, wirt ihn wieder

Wohin du willst,
Den Schuftsykophanten nieder I" Dro,WIf.
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DIC. And talle care that you carry him with caution. At I
all events you '11 carry a. shaky piece of goods.- Yet still up
with it. And if you make any gain by carrying this mer
ehandlse, you'll be a happy man, as far' as informers are con-
cerned, [Exit Bceotian carrying the informer on his back.]

SERVANT OF L.uU.CIlUS.

SERVo Dicreopolis!
DIC. What is the matter! Why do you call me ?
SERVo 'Vhy? Lamaehus requested you to let him have

for this here drachma some of your thrushes for the feast ot
Pitchers. But requested you to let him have a Copaic eel for
three drachmee,

DIC. Who may this Lnmnchus be that requests the eel?
SERVo The dreaded one, he with the shield of tou~ bull's-

hide, who brandishes the Gorgon, waving three over-shadow-
ing crests.

DIC. I would not, by Jove, if even he were to give me ills
buckler. Let him wa\'e3 his crests at salt-fish. But should
he make a great din, Iwill call the Market-clerks. And I will
take this merchandise for myself, and enter to the accompani-
ment of thrushes' wings 4 and blackbirds. [Exeunt omnes.]

CHO. You have seen, oh l you have seen, city at large, the
prudent man, the very wise, what articles of merchandise he
is able to deal in, by having made peace; of which some are
useful in the house, others again are suitable to eat up warm.
All good things ere spontaneously provided for him. Never
will I welcome War' to my house, nor yet shall he ever at
my house chaunt" The Harmodius," seated as a. guest; be-
cause he is a. fellow quarrelsome over his cups, who, having

• «You'll take a precious shaky bit of goods-
But never mind. For if:' &c. lYauh.
"Ue's an un\ucky commodity; notwithstanding,
"lChe earns you a profit, you can have to say,
'Vhat few can 8ay, you've been the better for him,
And mended your affairs by an informer." F,.ere. J

• Cf. Kruger'. Gr. Gr. , 68, 19, obs. 2.
• See note on VB. 835.
• "To the tune or thl'Uli.l\l's·wings and blackbirds' pinions."cr. Liddell's Lex. voc. ~'II"31A. 6. Walai.
• War is here personified,
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made a furious assault upon us, possessed or every blessing,
perpetrated all evils, and overturned, and squandered, and
fought; and, moreover, when I frequently invited him.:
"Drink, sit down, take this cup of friendship, "-so much the
more burnt our vine-props in the fire, and inour despite poured
out the wine from our vines. - - - to a feast; at the 1 same
time also he is highly elated, and, as a proof of his good
fare, threw out these feathers 2 before his doors.o Reconciliation,3 companion of the beautiful Venus and
the dear Graces, I never knew you had so fair a face I Would •
that some Cupid, with a chaplet of flowers, like the5 one in
the picture, would take and join together me and thee lor,
do you consider me peradventure a very old man? Yet, if
I gained you, I fancy I could add three things beside:
first, I would plant a long row of vines; then, near to this,
some young suckers of young fig-trees; and thirdly, I, this
old man here, would plant a branch of the cultivated vine;
and about your whole estate olives round about, so that you
and I may anoint ourselves from them at the New-moons.

HERALD.

HER. "0 yez, 0 yez! according to our national6 customs

I There is a slight lacut14 here; some words necessary to the sense
having dropt out.

I Mitchell has translated Kuster'. note-" It was usual for the
vainer citizens of Athens, when they gave an entertainment, to hang
up the feathers of hens or other birds before the doors, that passers-
by • ex illo signo conjicerent lautius intus eeenari.' "

a "A beautiful courtesan now makes her appearance on the stage,
but, as was always the case in the Grecian theatre with the fair sex,
merely acts in dumb show. She appears in the allegorical cha-
racter of Truce." JYa18h. Cf. Pax, 719•
.. Wie so lang gedacht Ich nicht, wie schon du bist von Angesicht! ..

DroY8en.
• ""wl: av, lltinam, (ultTl/ewl:. ce. Eq, 16. Pax, 68. Thesm. 22.

Soph. Rex, 765. Aj. 388. Phil. 794. Eur. Med. 96, 174. The aorid
i. usual in this formula, not the present;" Blayde8.
• It is said that a celebrated picture by Zeuxis in the Temple or

Venus is here alluded to.
I ..7rarp,;ol:, patern1l8, coming or proceeding from their fathers,

especially inhnited Irom, te., as ra,/,ol, ltN,para, 3-.0[. 7l'arp'ltOI:,what is
eropl'r to, what was/O1lnded or originated by them, as lx!1pa, ,/>~ia,
{jalT~da, eivo,. "tlrp'OI:, what is peculiar loance8tor8, what is national,
especially l!1q, 1I0POI; yet also upd, 'p1l'upia, tppoJlqpa." Kruger.



1001-1024. THE ACHARNIAN8. 41

you must drink the Pitchers at the sound of trumpet; and
whosoever shall have first emptied his Pitcher, shall receive
the wine-skin of Ctesiphon." 1 [.E.t:it Herald.]

DIe. Slaves, women, did you not hear? What are you
about? Do you not hear the Herald? Boil, roast, turn,
draw oft' the hare's flesh quickly, wreathe the chaplets. Bring
the spits, that I may spit the thrushes.

CHO. I deem you happy for your good counsel, but more,
sir, for your present good cheer.

DIe. What then will !Ie say, when ye see the thrushes
roasting?

CHO. I believe you say this also rightly.'
DIe. Stir up the fire.
CHO. Did you hear how cook-like and daintily and dlnner-

like he serves up to himself?

HUSBANDlUN.

HUSB. Ah me, unhappy man t
DIe. 0 Hercules! who is this?
HUSB. A miserable man.
DIe. Then go your own way.3
HUSB. My dearest sir, measure me out a particle 01' peace-,

if it be but for five years, for you only are possessed of peace.
DIe. What have you suft'ered?
HUSB. I am undone, having lost my two oxen.t
DIe. Where from?
HUSB. The Bceotians took them oft' from Phyla.
DIe. Thrice miserable wretch t then are you dressed iu

white ?11

I "Erhiilt den Schlauch, so rund wie Ktesiphons Bauch."
Droysen,

I "That's well spoken, too, according to my notion." Wh.,l-
wight.

" Ach wohl, du sprichst ja nur zu wahr !" Droysen.
a "Then keep it to yourself." Walsh. cr. Nub. 1263 Av.12.

"Dann, 0 Freund, geh deines \\' egs !" Droysen.
• "I'm ruinated

Quite and entirely, losing my p~or beasts,
My oxen, I lost 'em, both of 'em." Frere.

I That is, as for a festival. Cic. in Vatin. c. xii. in fin, (It C. xiii•
.. Cedo, qUIS unquam cmnlrit atratwl" For Phyle, see Craluer',
Greece, vol. iL p. ~6.
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Hess. And that too, certainly, by Jove, which used to
keep me in all kinds of-e-cow-dung.!

DIC. Then what want you now?
IIUSB. I am ruined in my eyes 2with weeping for my oxen.

But, if you have any regard for Dercetes of Phyle, anoint
my eyes quickly with peace,

DIC. Nay, you rascal, I am not the public physician.
Htrsn, Come, I entreat you, if by any means I may re-

cover my oxen.
DIC. It cannot be: weep to Pittalus' apprentices.
IIUSB. At least 3 drop for me one drop of Jlf'.ace into this

little reed.
DIC. Not a fraction: go and lament some where.
IIUSB. 'Voe's me, wretched man! for the oxen which tilled

my ground! [Exit Hu~bandman.]
Cno, The man has found out something sweet in the peace,

snd does not seem about to give a share to anyone.
DIC. Pour the honey on the sausage. :Fry the cuttle-fish.
CIIO. Did you hear his loud shoutings ?
DIC. I<'rythe eels.
ClIO. You will kill me with hunger, and your neighbours

with savoury smells and bawling, if you shout in this way.
DIC. Roast these and brown them well.

PARANrnrn.

PAR. Dlceeopolis !Dicreopolis!
DIC. Who is this?
PAR. A bridegroom sent you these meats from the marriage-

feast.
DIC. 'VeIl done he,4 whoever he was.
PAR. And he requested you to pour, on account of the

meats, into his ointment-box one cyathus of peace, that he
might not go on service, but might kiss his wife at home.

DIC. Take away, take away "our meats, and give them not

I 1rapd 1rpoutor:iav, for Iv 1riimv aya~njl:. Cf. Vesp. 709.
• .. ACCIIsatiVU9Respectlls." See Kruger. Gr. Gr. ~46, 4. Bern-

hardy, W. S. p. 117. Arnold, Greek Ex. § 134. cill'~A",Aa ill never
active.

, Elmsley compares VS. 191. I,Y9. 901. Pax, 660. Nub. 1364, 1369
, ce Pax, 271. Eccl. 804, 863. Eq. 1180. Plato, Symp. 17+, E

Pol. 8)], D Theret. 166, D Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56,8, oba. 2.
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to me, for I would not pour in any for a thousand dmchma;
But who is this here?

PAn. The bridesmaid wants to say something to you in
private from the bride.

DIe. Come now, what are you for saying? [Bridesmaid
whisper, in his car.] How ridiculous, ye gods, is the request
of the bride, which she earnestly asks of me, that the bride-
groom may stay at home! 1 Bring hither the peace, that I
may give some to her alone, because she is a woman and not
fit for war.-'Voman, hold under here your ointment-box
in this way. Do you know what ye are to make of this?
Tell the bride, whenever they levy soldiers, let her by night
anoint the bridegroom's breeches with this. [Exeunt Para-
nymph and Bridesmaid.] Take away the peace. Bring the
funnel, that I may take and pour some wine into the Pitchers.

Cno, And see! here's some one hastening hither with hia
brows drawn up, as if about to announce something dreadful I

HERALD, LAMA.CHUB.

HEn. O! toils, and fights, and Lamachuses !
LAy. 'Vho sounds around the mansion adorned with brass?
Hzn, The generals 2 ordered you to march to-day ill haste

with your companies and crests; and then, though snowed
upon, to guard the passes. For some one has brought them
word that Bceotian robbers would make3 an incursion on the
approach of the feast of Pitchers and Pots. [Exit Ilerald.]

LuI. 0 generals more numerous than brave I Is it uot
hard that I should not be permitted even to celebrate the
feast?

I "Oh bless me; what a capital, comicnl,
Extraordinary string of female reasons
For keeping a young bridegroom safe at home!" Fret'.

I "The generals have despatched an order to you
To muster your caparisons and garrisons,
And march to the mountain passes; there to wait
In ambush in the snow; for fresh advices
Have been received, with a credible intimation
Of a suspicion of an expedition
Of a marauding party from Boectia," Frer«;

• II Mean to invade the land in search of plunder
During the fea5t5 of Gallons and of Pots." WCiUh.

"lncursionem j«i6'tI in agros," Brunck; but this contradicts thO!
CiIIw, for the feast of Pitchers was not pa8t as yet. See n. l07\J.
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DIe. 0 warlike Lamachean Achaian host!
LAY. Ah me, miserable! you are mocking me now.'
Drc, Will2 you fight with a four-winged Geryon?
LAllI. Alas! alas! what tidings has the crier announced to

IDe!
DIe. Alas I alas! what tidings, in turn, is some one run-

ning up to announce to me?

l\!ESSENGER.

MESS. Dicreopolis!
DIC. What is the matter?
MESS. Come to dinner quick, with your box and pitcher;

for the priest of Bacchus sends for you. But make haste;
you have delayed the dinner this long time. All the rest of
the things are in readiness; couches, tables, cushions for the
head, bedding, chaplets, ointment, sweetmeats, the courtesans
arc there, cakes of fine flour, cheese-cakes, sesame-cakes,
honey-cukes, lovely dancing girls, Harmodius's delight.3 But
hasten as quick as possible. [Exit 1JIessenger.]

LAllI. Ill·fated me !
DIC. For you have 4 chosen the Gorgon as your great patron.

Shut the door, and let some one get ready the dinner.
LAM. Slave! slave! bring out my knapsack hither.
DIC. Slave! slave! bring out my box hither,
LAM. Bring salt flavoured with thyme, slave, and onions.
DIC. But slices of salt- fish for me, for I abominate onions.
LAM. Bring hither, slave, an II olio of rancid salt-fish.
DIC. Bring me too an olio of fat; and J will roast it there.
LAllI. Bring hither the two plumes from my helmet.
DIC. But for me bring the ring-doves, and the thrushes.
LAM Beautiful, and white is the ostrich's plume.
DlC. Beautiful, and yellow is the ring-dove's flesh.
LAM. Fellow, cease scoffing at my equipment.

• Other texts with interrogation.
• Here he shows him a locust in derision of Lnmachus' triple

crest•
• • Mr. Blaydes' text exhibits 6PX'lCTTpiJ", TO "~'AT~' tAp/lOCI'"
,Jlral •

.. Der schonste Gedanken aus dem- Hannodioslied I" Droyaen.
• ".,nypa;fuOal,patronum adlei6co, Iegitur etiam in Pac. 684." Ellmi.

For au account of the 6oioJl, vide Poll. vi. 67.
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DIo. Fellow, will you not gaze at my thrushes? I
LAM. Bring out the crest-case for the three plumes.
DIC. And give me a little dish of hare's flesh.
LAM. Verily the moths have eaten up my crests.
DIC. Verily I shall eat up the hare-soup before dinner.
LAM. Fellow, will you not address me? 2
DIe. I am not addressing you; but I and the slave have

been disputing this long time. Will you lay a wager, and give
the decision to Lamachus, whether locusts or thrushes are the
swecter P

LAM. Ah me, how you insult me t
DIe. (turning to the slave). He decides the locusts to be

far noeeter,
LUI. Slave I slave I take down my spear and bring it out

hither. [Slave brings him his spear.]
DIe. Slave! slave I do you draw off and bring the sausage

hither. [Slave brings him the spit.]
LAM. Come, let me draw off the cover of my spear. Take

hold, pull at it, slave.
DIe. And do you, slave, pull at this.3 [Offers tke spit to

pull at.]
LAM. Slave, bring the trestles for my shield.
DIe. And bring forth the baked bread for mine.!
LUI:. Bring hither the orb of my shield with the Gorgon

on its back.
DIe. And to me give the orb of my cheese-cake, with

cheese on its back.
LAM. Is not this flat mockery for a man?
DIe. Is not this, pray, sweet cheese-cake for a. man?
LUI:. Slave, pour the oil over it. I see in the shield an

old man about to be brought to trial on a charge of cowardice.
I "Hor 'auf, 0 Mensch, nach meinen Krammetsvogeln zu sehn I"

, Droyse»,
I .. Mensch, hab' die Giite und rede nun nicht weiter zu mir! ..

Droy&tn.
II.Uf. Bring forth the props of wood, my shield's BUPfort.

Drc, Bring bread, for belly timber; that's your sort.
LAM. 1\1)" Gorgon-orbed shield, bring it with speed.
DIe. Wlth this full-orbed pancake 1proceed.
LAM. Is not this insolence too much to bear 1
DIe. Is not this pancake exquisite and raret " Frer«

• By hi8 shield Diceeopclia means his belly. The pun (such III i&
is) ilmore intelligible in Greek than in English.
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DIe. Pour over the honey, There too an old man is clearly
seen bidding Lamachus, the son of Gorgasus,' go weep.

LAM. Slave, bring hither my warrior breastplate.
DIe. For me too, slave, bring out my pitcher as a breast-

plate.
LAM. In this I will arm myself against my foes.
Drc. In this I will arm myself against my boon-com-

panions.
LAM. Slave, fasten my bedding to my shield.
DIC. Slave, fasten my dinner to my box.
LAM. But I'll take and carry my knapsack for myself.
Drc, But I'll take my coat and go out.
LAM. Take up the buckler, slave, and go with it. It snc,wa.

Bless me! 'Tis a stormy affair.
DIC. Take up the dinner. 'Tis a jolly affalr, [Exeunt

omnes.]
OBO. Go ye now to the warfare and joy be with ye ! How

different a journey you two are going! For the one, to drink
crowned with chaplets; but for you, to shiver and keep watch'
and for ~ the other, to sleep with a most lovely girl, and enjoy
himself.

May JO"e, to speak plainly, miserably destroy Antimachus,
the son of Sputter, the miserable composer of miserable songs,
who, when Choregus at the Lenrea, dismissed me dinnerless,
unhappy man! whom may I yet see longing for a cuttle-fish;
and may it, when broiled, frizzling, ready salted, lying upon
the table, run aground. And then, when he is about to seize
it, may a bitch snatch it and run away. :May this be one
misfortune for him. And then may he have another by
night. For as he is returning home, feverish after his horse-
exercise, then let some drunken mad Orestes break his head;
and may he, when wishing to seize a stone, in the dark seize
with his hand a newly-born Sir-reverence; and may he rush

, This is said in comic raillery; Lamachus was really the 80n of
Xenophanes, Vide Thucyd. lib. vi. 8, r<ai AapaJ(ol' T(W Zll'0tf>aI'OVC.
On the construction of liio'lXO,", see Kruger, § 56, i, obs. 7.

2 "When different things are compared, after a transition from the
former to the latter, the discourse often reverts to the former. The
first three verses of this play, and Plut. 758,759,may be taken all
examples." EllIUley. "With T';;pi., understand l'fJ'';~T/lt, or 'Olll~
thing to that effect." BlaytiN.
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out with the shining lump, and then miss his aim and hit
eratinus

:MESSENGElt.

MESS. Servants,' who are in the house of Lamachus, heat
water, water in a little pot, get ready linen, cerate, greasy
wool, a bandage to go round his ancle. The hero has been
wounded with a vine-prop in leaping over a trench, and has
dislocated his ancle, so as to be twisted; and has broken his
head by having fallen upon a stone, and roused the Gorgon from
his shield. And as the mighty plume of the big-boaster felli
upon the rocks, he uttered a doleful strain: "0 thou bright
luminary, now having seen you fur the last time I leave the
light: I am no more." 'Vhen he had said thus much,3
having fallen into a sewer, he gets up again, and meets with
some runaways, driving and urging on the plunderers with
his spear. But sec! here's the man himself! Come, open
the door. [Exit Messenger.]

LAMACUUS.

LAM. Attat:J.i! uttatai! These hateful and chilling suffer-
ings ! Wretched man, I am undone, struck by the spear of the
enemy! But that would be lamentable for me-c-Dieeopolis s

may see me wounded; &d then he will laugh at my misfor-
tunes.

DI<:i:5 -Attatai! attatal! What breasts! How firm and
plump! Kiss me softly, my little treasures, with a wanton and

1 .. The whole of this speech is a manifest quiz on the long ora-
tions of the Messengers in Grecian Tragedy." JVauh.

• .. Nominativus Pendens," as {3a8il;wv in vs, 1165.
I On these participles, see Kroger's Gr. Gr. § ~G.15, ,ego Arie-

topbanes putpQ&ely makes the general forget his dislocated ancle.
• Vs. 1196 may be considered as uegetical of the preceding. But

a better reading is d p.' iOol.
" Lord Percy sees my fall." Chevy Chace •

.. Eins aber gar ware doppelt grasslich :
Denn mih' mich Dikaiopolis so verwundet hier,
Anbtoken wilrd' er mich mit meinem Missgeschick," Droyse# •

• u Dlczeopolia return"s to the stage supported b.! two of tha
daucing women, who hat! formed part of ilie High Pr~st'8 enter.
tainment," JliU:1Mll.
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lascivious kiss; for I am the first man who drank up his
pitcher.

L.ur. 0 the unhappy calamity of my woes! alas! alas! my
painful wounds!

DIC. Hurra! Hurra! Hail, Knight Lamachu8 !
•LAM. Ah me, distressed!
DIC. Ah me, oppressed!
LAM. Why do you kiss me?
DIC. Why do )·ou bite me?
LAM. Ah me, unhappy man! for the grievous shot I
DIC. Why, did ever a.ny one exact a sholl at the feast of

Pitchers?
LAM. Oh! oh! Prean! Prean! II
DIC. But the Preonia arc not celebrating nowl to-day.
LAM. Toke hold of me. take hold of my leg. 0 dear. take

hold, my friends.
DIC. And do you, both of you, take hold of me by the

middle, my sweets.
LAM. I am dizzy from the blow of a stone on my head, and

inclined to vertigo.
DIe. I too wish to sleep, and am stiff, and inclined to a

dirty go.
LAM. Carry me out of doors to the house of Pittalus fot

his healing hands.·

• The wit of the passage turns upon the two opposite meanings 01
the word fl'vp{3oAJ}, II lw&ti~ encountllT, and, a man's ,Mt or ,haT' in tM
r~konin!l'

"LnI. 'Twas at the final charge, I'd paid before
A number of the rogues, at least a score.

DIC. It was a most expensive charge you bore;
Poor Lamachus f he was forced to pay the score I" F.--.

I "Ie;, JIIII/iv is tragic, llj JIalwv comic. But Aristophanea is here
purposely imitating the language of tragedy." Blaydell.

" What, do ye hollo
A'ter Apollo f It a'nt his feast to-day." F,.w,.

I ce Plut. 993. Eccles. 982, 991.
, It is pretty certain that "PittalUi with Maling 1w.nd." cannot

be rendered into Greek by JI£""aAo, '/rau,IV£II/'. XfpfI'lv (which
would be JIl1'1'aAo,o 7I'a"'v.o" or JI£""aAo, 0 "4, 7I'atWV£a,Xliptzl: se,
'X",v,) any more than II N'1'tunI tDith 1M tridmt," by JIoC1lt6';;v"pta£v,:
therefore, neither ill the opposite possible. On the article before
U£""",,o, Bee Blaydes' note.

'Z'l Pittal08. zu hUIfekundigen nanden r If ~



DIe. Carry me forth to the judges. Where is the king l'
Pay me the wine-skin.

LUI:. An afflicting spear is fixed through my bones,
DlO. Behold this empty! Huzza! victorious I
Coo. Huzza! then, victorious I if, old man, you call so.
DIC. And moreover, too, I poured in pure wine, and

quaffed it at one draught.
Cno, Huzza I then, noble fellow; go with your wine-skin.
DIe. Follow then, and sing " Huzza! victorious!"
Cno, Well, for your sake, we will follow, and sing of YO.1

and of your wine-skin, "Huzza! victoricus l " [E:ur".,
. omnC!,.]

, "He means the Archon Basileus, wh., I nailed at the t...'UIllAU
~utival'" .DrotIHfI.

IUiD OF TilE ACfI \IlSUN8.
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DRAMATIS PEltSON.lE.

DEMUS, an old citizen of Athens, and in whom the AtbeuJan'
.. . " people are typified. '

: .'- ~E~~THENES, } Slaves of Demus. '. '. ,. " ,
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THE ARGUMENT.

Tnrs Corned)' was performed at the Lenrean }'estin.l, in the
Archonship of Stratocles, Ol.Jxxxlx.}, in January, B. c. 424... In the
eighth year of the war: Aristoph. Equit. 793,lro, lI)rJoov, computed
from the battle of Potideee, B. c. 432. The ,ixlll. year, mentloned
Aristoph. Acharn., (vide 8. 425,) was computed from the invasion
of Attica, eight months afterwards."-Clinton's Fast. Hell. p. 69.

In the Acharnians, vs. 300, we have,
•• """",","" cr. KX.",I'oc ,..;;X>o.Ol', :;/1
ICQ/ra.Tlpe. 'r01"ul hr1l"luO"&' 1C«'M'ulAd'Ta.

In this Drama, which was the first represented in his own name,
the Poet fulfilled his promise, and with the assistance of the Knights,
who here constitute the Chorus, carried off the first prize, and showed
the Demagogue to be I, rd dUa p,a,orarol: rw" 'll'oXlr"'v r,,; r. 8~p'tl
'll'apa'll'o).iiI" ro; ron 'II',eavwrarol:, (Thucyd. lib. iii. 36,) for he still
remained as great a favourite as ever. The second prize was ad-
judged to Cratinus, for tho SatyrIJ: the third to Aristomenes, for tho
LamentatWtu. As no artist 'Wouldmake a mask for the character of
Cleon, Aristophanes was obliged to perform the part himself. In
some measure to give an idea of the flushed and bloated countenance
of that Demagogue, he smeared his face with lees of wine, and thm
stood forth in the double capacity of Poet and Actor. A. W. Schle-
gel (Dramatic Literature, p. 1Ii9) remarks, " He had the prudence
never to name Cleon, though he portrayed him in such 8way that
it was impossible to mistake him. No one of his plays, perhaps, i.
more historical and political; and its rhetorical power in exciting
our indignation is almost irresistible: it is a true dramatic Philippic.
However, in point of amusement and invention, it does not appear
to me the most fortunate." To understand fully the historical allu-
sions, it will be necessary to have a recollection of the affair of
Pylos, as recorded by Thucydides, lib. iv. See also Thirlwall,
Ilist. Greeu, iii. 235-244.

As thpre is no plot, the Dramatia Persone will be a luflici.at
explanation,
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(ScENE-tke front of a large komt )

DEMOSTHENES, NICIA.S.

DXM. ALAS! alas! for our misfortunes, alas! alas! May
the gods miserably destroy the Paphlagonian, I the newly-
purchased pest, together with his schemings ! For since the
time that he entered into our family, he is always inflicting
blows upon the domestics.

NIC. (approaclting cautiously). Aye, verily, may this pri-
mate of Paphlagonians perisk most miserably, together with
his calumnies.1I

DEM. 0 wretched man! how are you?
NIC. Miserable, like you.
DEM. Come hither then, that we may weep in concert a

stave of Olympus.s
DEllI. and Nrc. Mumu, mumu, mumu, mumu, mumu,

mumu.s
DEM. Why do we lament to no purpose? Ought we not to

have sought some means of safety, and not5 weep any more?

I Either from his blustering eloquence, ...a</>~ci~",v leal leflepay';'c,
Pax, VS. 314, or from the consideration that Cappadocia and Paphla-
gonia were the mart for slaves.

t For the omission of crvv and the construction, vide Monk ad
Hippol. vs. 1184, Elmsl. ad iled. vs. 165. .. Dieser Erzpaphlago-
nier." Droysen.

• Olympus, the father of Grecian music, whose compositions,
which Plato calls divine, retained the highest reputation in Plu-
tarch's time, was a Phrygian. .. A certain class of mournful longt
was called after his name." Droysen.

• Thele are expressed by the aid of the nasal organ, 80 as to give
Il lOl!ger intonation to the seeond 11 in each 8yllable. cr. :pJu~ 89$.

• Comp • .,. 160. Aves, 1II8S.
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Nrc, What wfety then can there be? do you say.
DEM. Nay, rather, do you say, that I may not quarrel with

you.
NIC. By Apollo, not I. But speak boldly, and then I also

will give my opinion.
DEM. "'Vould that thou wouldst say what I should say."1
NIC. But the spirit'52 not in me. How then, pray, can 1

ever speak it with Euripidean prettiness?
DEM. Nay, do not; do not; do not dose me with Eu-

ripides.a But find some way of dancing off from our master.
NIC. Say now in a breath" Sert," pronouncing it in this

way.
DEM. 'Vell now, I say it; "Sert."
NIc. Now after the" Sert," say" De."
DEM. "De."
Nrc, Very well! Now first say" Sert" slowly, and then

" De," bringing it rapidly after it.
DEM. "Sert-de, sert, DESERT."
NIC. See! is it not pleasant?
DEM. Yes, by Jove: but I fear this omen for my hide.
NIc. Why, pray?
DEM. Because the hide in such cases is apt to depart.
NIC. It is best for us, therefore, in the present state or

things, to go and fall before the statue 4 of some god.

1 A quotation from the HippolytU& of Euripides. See note on
Ach.991.

• .. N ein, nein! mir fehlt das rechte ' Vorwiirts.'" Droyst71. Who
adds, .. The Greek word which I have translated Vonciirt.,-by no
means a barbarism, but, perhaps, an interjection arbitrarily formed
in imitation of the sound of a trumpet,-points out the character
of Demosthenes very happily." Cf. Schlegel, Dram. Lit. p. Ifl7.

• Aristophanes never lets slip a hit at Euripides. Vide note on
Acharn. vs. 478•

.. Nein, nein, 0 nein! 0 mach nur keinen langen KohlI '
Such uns 'nen Abtritt lieber von unserm Herrn hinweg." ])roy,.,..

.. Don't, don't, oh don't be-watercress my ears I
Invent some country-dance to dance away
From this sad country I" JYal.th.

1:he allusion is to a very indecent kind of dance in use among the
Greeks. See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 48,6, obs. 2; § 62, 3, obs.12j and
note on Lye. 74Q,

• lEschy I. Theb. 169, I3plT" ,/rf/7o{,,,a, ""po, 'll'o).Ot1"o{,xw)' 6,;,)'. Tho
nperstilion, as well as the piety of Nicias, are both recorded by the
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DEM. Before what statue? Pray, do you believe in gods?
NIC, I do. .,
DEM. Where's your proof?
NIC. Because I am hateful to tbe gods. Is it not' with good

reason I do so '!
DEM. You persuade me rightly •

. NIC. But we must look elsewhere.t
DEM. Will you that I state the matter to the spectators?
NIC. It would not be amiss:3 but one thing let us require

of them, to show us by their countenances if they are pleased
with our discourse and matter.

DEM. I will now tell them. We have n master surly in
his temper, bean-fed.! passionate, Demus of the Pnyx, a crab-
bed old man, somewhat deaf. He at the previous new' moon
bought a slave, a tanner of Paphlagonia, most villanous and

. most calumniating. Tbis Leather-Paphlagoninn, when he
had fully learnt the old man's disposition, by fawning on our
master; used to wheedle,6 cajole, flatter, and deceive him with
tips of leather parings, using such words-" 0 Demus, when
you have first tried oneT cause, bathe, eat, gobble up~devour,
take the three obols, Would you that I serve up supper to

.you ?" Then, having snatched up what any of U8 may have
prepared, the Paphlagonian makes a present of this to our
master. And lately too, when I had kneaded a Spartan cake

. at Pylos, he somehow circumvented me most knavishly and
filched it away, and served up himself what had been knead-
ed by me. Us he drives away, and does not suffer any
one else to wait on our master, but with a leather fan, when
at supper, stands and drives away the orators.s And be re-

faithful historian rf the times, Thucyd. vii. 60, t}, yap n ~al aya.
9ual1p,;; 1"1 ~al r';; rOlovr.,.. .pOI1ICfipfVOr;. For rou ~fWV, see note on
An8, 1265.

I ..1st das nicht genug f" Droy.en.
2 "Nt'in, nein I erdenk 'nen andem Weg I" Droy,en.
, See Herm. Vig. n. 82.
• Compo Lys. 531, 690. Aves, 41. For 6pydv, see note on Ach.

1027.
, The new moon being the time for sales. Comp, Wasps, v8.169.

" • Comp. \"8S. 51, 66, 93. Kru~er, Gr. Gr. § S9, 1, obs, I.
t .. Three obols was 'the pay for each .itting; consequently it wal

~~~e.in~ereBt of the jurymen to try al few causes as possible at each
11th!!!.". Droy.en. '

. • Till! word '8 peculiarly nard in tbb sense Compo Athen. lib. xi.
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eltes oracles, while the old man gets old-womanish. And
when he sees him grown spoony, he has devised his trick;
tor he falsely accuses the household to their face, and then
we are scourged; while the Paphlagonian runs around the
servants, and asks, confounds, takes bribes, using these words,
ccDo you see that Hylas 1 has been scourged through my Influ-
ence? Unless you make a friend of me, you shall die to-day "
So we make him prcsents; otherwise, we are trampled llpon
nnd kicked by the old fellow eight times more than before.2
Now therefore, my good friend, let us quickly consider to
what road we must turn, and to whom.3

NIC. We hadt best turn to that" Sert-Road," my good sir.
DElL But it is not possible for any thing to escape the

Paphlagonian's notice, for he overlooks all things himself: he
keeps one leg at Pylos, the other in the assembly; and when
he has straddled thus far, his hinder parts are reaUy and
truly among the Chaonians,5 his hands among the lEtolians,
and his mind with the Clopidre.6

NIC. Then it is best for us to die. But consider how we
may die most manfully.

DElI. How, pray, how can it be done, most manfully?
NIC. It is best for us to drink bull's blood, for the death 7

of' Themistocles is more preferable.

p, ~8", ed. Dindorf, vol. ii.p. 1085. Of course f'O~f: pqropaf: is 7rap~
1rpotroottjav, for eM fi~'.

ccMit seiner Fliegenklatscher steM
Er bei Tafel hinter ihm, wehrt ihm fein die Redner ab.' Droy_.
I The allusion is quite unknown.

• " And so we give him bribes; for if we don't,
We're sure to get from the old man directlr,
Eight times as many kicks upon the rump.' Wahh.

a "Wess' Weg's wir zwei uns retten konnen und zu wem."
Droy•.,..

4 .. We'd better go by Sert-Street, my good sir." lVah,..
• A succession of puns on the words Xa1vIII, to ga~ greedily after II

'IIing, (Ach. 133, Av.819,) airi"" to (Uk for, (vs. 66, 1Upra,) and
.\"'21"'';''', to steal, We may therefore translate, "Has his rump at
OIJpe1Cell,his hands at A.kham, and his heart at Filclaington:'

• A sallr. by surprise for" Cropitk." Vide Cramer's Greece, vol.
Ii, p. 396, 'Cropia, a demus of the tribe Leontis."

r Cicero mentions the absurditr of this idea, de Claro Oral. ad
M. Brut. c. 43. Herodotus, speaking of Psammenite .. lib. iii. c.lI.
bllS, lIillt rq,;pOII 1I'1~'V Q1l';6(1J" 1f'IJPIJ;tpijl"' ..
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DE•• No, by JOVtl, but pure wine to I the good Genius; fl.''''
perhaps we may devise some good plan.

N!C. "Pure wine," quoth'a! Are your thoughts then on
drinking?' How could a man devise any good plan when
drunk?

DE~[. Is it so, fellow? You are a pourer forth 3 of weak,
washy twaddle. Have you the audacity to abuse wine for
witlessness? Can you find any thing more business-Iike than
wine? Do you see? when men drink, then they are rich, they
transact business, gain causes, are happy, assist their friends,
Come, bring me out quickly a. stoup of wine, that I may
moisten my intellect, and say something clever.

Nro, Woe's me! What in the world will you do to us
with your drinking?

DEl[. What's good, Come, bring it forth, and I will lay
myself down. [Exit Nicias.] For if I get drunk, I shall
sprinkle all these with little schemes, and little notions, and
little thoughts. [Re-enter Nicias with a pitcher cif wine and
a cup.]

NIC. How fortunate that I was not caught stealing the
wine from within!

DEM. Tell me, what is the Paphlagonian doing?
NIC. The slanderer having licked up some confiscated 4

cakes, snores like a. drunkard, lying on his back 011 his
bides.

DEM. Come now, pour in abundant pure wine as a libation.
NIC. Take it now, and make a libation to the good Genius.

Drain, drain the draught of the Pramnian god,"
DEl{. (taking a heart!! draught). 0 good Genius 1 till!

scbeme is yours, not mine.6

I "N ein, Heber ungemischten \Vein dem guten Geist." DrOYlen.
I "Dir ist 's urn das Trinken nur zu thuu?" Droy,en. This is

a more accurate rendering than mine j I suspect, however, the true
reading' is 1I'fpl1roroii vo;;, l~rt ~Ol; For this use of iJov, cr. vss. 3U,
103. Nub. 818, 872,1469. Pax, 198. Lys.851. Thesm.206.

• "Ein Wasserkrugenhaselant." Droys6ra.
• Vide Vesp. V8. 659.
• Vide Athen. lib. i. p, 30, C., ed. Dindorf, Tot i.p. 69, ell'ell 7ci~

I..bap.,. '1>'1~1l:ijpo, IIpafvov 1rirpav ltal1rap tJbrj 3tlo, p.ya, afl OIl
•• " IIpaPVIO" olvov, ;;" Ital '1>appaltlr'lv rwa, ltaAliv.

• .. 0 most worthy Genius! good Genius I
'Tis rour genius that inspires m= " Frere. ce. TS. 12('3.
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NIC. Tell me, I beseech you. What is it?
DEM. Steal quickly the oracles of the Paphlagonian, and

bring them from within, while he sleeps.
NIC. Aye, I aye, sir. But I fear that I shall find the Genius

an evil Genius. [Exit Aicias.]
DEM. Come now, I'll apply the stoup to my lips, that I

may moisten my intellect, and say something clever.2 [Re-
enter Nlclas witl. a bundle of papers.]

NIC. How mightily the Paphlagonian blows and snores, SQ

that I escaped IIis notice in stealing the sacred oracle, which
he used to guard with the greatest caution !

DEn. 0 thou most clever, bring it, that I may read it! and
.10 you quickly pour in for me t03 drink. Come, let me see
what there is then in here. 0 oracles! Give me, give me
the cup quickly. f Drinks.1

NIC. wen: what says the oracle?
DEll. Pour me in another. [Drinks.]
NIC. Is" Pour in another" among the oracles?
DE~r. 0 Bacis I 4
NIC. What is it?
Dim. Give me the cup quickly. [Drinks.]
NIC. Aye, Bacis was in tho habit of using the cup fre-

quently.
Dim. 0 rascally Paphlagonian l it was this then that you

were guarding against this long while, dreading the oracle
about yourself!

NIC. Why?
Dssr. There is in here how he himself is ruined.
NIC. Why, bow?
Dssr, How 75 The oracle directly declares that first there

• Cf. Vesp. 142,81)], ]008. Ach. SU. Pax, 275. And for this use
of 1\,.."" p,j, see Soph. Rex, ]074, and note on Aves, 1494.

, This verse is bracketed by Dindorf as spurious,
a Compo vs. 706. Vesp. G16. KrUger, Gr. Gr. § 55, 3, obs, 21.
• .. Bacis was an old Boeotian soothsayer, inspired by the Nymphs,

upon whom were fathered all the current sayings of the period."
VOl8. C£ Herod. viii. 20.

• Vide Elms!. ad Med. VB. 1103. The hemp-seller here alluded to
is Eucrates, See on vs. 254. The sheep-seller, Lysicles. .After
the death of Pericles he married Aspasia, and through her influ-
ence became an influential person in the state. He "<13 killed iD
the autumn of i28. with f'lllr oth!'r ~'lnerals.
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arises a hemp-seller, who shall be the first to hold the admin-
istration of the state.

NIC. This is one seller. What next? Say on.
DEM. After him, again, is to arise a second, a sheep-seller.
NIC. These are two sellers. ·What must this one do?
Dsar, Rule, until another 1 man more abandoned than 116

arise; and after this he is destroyed. For the Paphlagonian
leather-seller succeeds, the robber, the bawler, with the voice
:>f Cycloborus.

NIC. It is fated, then, that the sheep-seller perish at the
hands of the leather-seller.

Dsx, Yes, by Jove.
NIC. Ah me, unhappy! Whence therefore can there be

only one2 seller more?
DEY. There is still one, with a wondrous trade.
NIC. Tell me, I entreat you, who is he?
DEll. Shall I say?
NIC. Aye, by Jove.
DEM. A sausage-seller is the person who is t03 destroy him.
NIC. A sausage-seller? Neptune, what~ a trade! Come,

where shall we find out this man?
DEM. Let us seek for him.
NJC. But see, here he comes to market, providentially, as

it were!
DEll. 0 happy sausage-seller! hither, hither, dearest or

men; come up, you who have appeared a saviour to our city
and to us!

SAUSAGE-SELLER.

S. S. What's the matter? Why do you call me?
DEM. Come hither, that you may learn how fortunate YOIl

are, and how great is your bliss. [ Sausage-seller comes up. J
NIC. Come now, take away his dresser, and expound+ unto

I For the proper meaning of lTfPOC in Aristoplianes, see note 011
Lys. VB. HI. It must be observed that this is tlie statement of th~
oracle, not the thought or statement of the speaker; for then we
should have had yiV'lTal.

I "W 0 treibt man nun noeh einen einzigen Handler auf? "
Droyle1a,

• Com}'. Pax tiH, 88]. 4 See note on Lys, 967.
• II Wle durch buhere Schickung her zu Markt." Droy,en.
• The reader will find the meaning of aVCI~IJcital well explained
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him the 0 -acle itself of the god, how it runs; while I will go
and watch the Paphlagonian. [Exit Nicias.J

DEM. Come now, first lay down your implemerts on the
ground, and then adore the earth, and the gods.

S. S. Well! what's the matter?
DEM. 0 happy, 0 wealthy man! 0 thou who art to-day

a nobody, but to-morrow immensely great! 0 thou ruler ot
happy Athens! 2

S. S. My good sir, why don't you let me wash my pud-
dings, and sell my sausages, and not make game 3 of me?

DEM. 0 foolish man, what' puddings? Look here! Do
you see the rows of people there?

S. S. I see them.
DE)f. Of all these you shall be alone the chief, and of the

market-place, and of the harbours, and of the Pnyx. You
shall trample on the senate, and humble the generals; you
shall imprison, put under ward, and in the Prytaneum you
shall-c-wench.s

S. S. What I?
DElI. Aye, you; and you do not yet see all. But mount

up even upon this dresser here,6 and survey all the islands
round about. [ Sausage-seller mounts up upon his dresser.]

S. S. I see them. .
DElI. What then? the marts and merchant ships?
S. S. Yes.
DElI. How then are you not greatly blessed? Further now,

turn your right eye to Caria, and your other to Chalcedon.?
S. S. Shall I be blest if I squint?

by Blomfield in his Pref. to the Persre, p. xxv. See also Liddell'a
Lex. in voc.

I For this formula, which modem German scholars call .. antici-
pation," see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 6, obs, 2.

I For this position of the article, cf. VB. 107, wpra. Nub. 366,
1187, 1465. Aves, iH4, 1355.

a .. Statt zu verhiihnen mich." DroyBen.
• See note on Lys. 1I7S.
• Previous demagogues had only been able to make it their

dining hall!
• " Drum steig' einmal auf deine Wurstbank hier herauf,"

Droy.en.
, '" Carthage' must be the true reading. The right eye to Carla,

and the left to' Chalcedon,' would not constitute a I'quint." Frwe.
The same remark is made bV Drorsen,
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DEl[. No but through you all these are on 1 sale; for YOl1
.ball become, as this oracle here asserts, a yery great man.

S. S. Tell me; why, how shall I who am a sausage-seller
become a great man ?

DEM. For this very reason,2 truly, shall yen even become
great; because you are a knave, and from the market-place,
and impudent.

S. S. I do Dot consider myself worthy to have great power.
DElC. Alas! whatever's the reason that you say you are

Dot worthy? You seem to me to be conscious of something
gentlemanly. Are you of gentle birth?3

S. S. No, by the gods, unless' to come of blackguards be so.
DEM. 0 happy in your fortune! What an advantage! you

have for statesmanship!
S. S. But, my good sir, I don't even possess any education,

beyond my letters, and them, to be sure, as bad 6 as bad can be.
DEM. This alone is an obstacle to you, that !Iou do 'mow

them, even as bad as bad can be. For the character of popular
leader no longer belongs to a man of education, nor yet to one
good in his morals, but" to the ignorant and abominable. Then
don't neglect what the gods in their oracles offer you.

S. S. How, pray, does the oracle speak?
DEM. Well, by the gods, and ambiguously, in a way, and

learnedly wrapped in riddles. "But when the leather-eagle
with crooked claws shall seize in his beak a serpent, a stupid
fellow, a drinker of blood, just then 8 the garlic-pickle of the
Paphlagonlans is at an end, while to the sellers of puddings
the god grants great glory, unless they choose rather to sell
sausages."

I .. Das alles wird von dir dann ausverkauft." Droysen.
I "Deshalb ja eben wirst du grade der grosse Mann." Droysen.
• On this expression vide Dawes's Miscell. Crit. p, 4.12, ed. Kidd,

"This was a fashionable term at Athens. It corresponds to our
'gentleman,' 'one who mixes in good society.' The term COIll-
prised the polite world, of a certain, not a popular, cast-the • Ex-
clusives,' tlie •Tories' of Athens." Droqsen, Cf. Nub. 101.

• See note on Lys. 943, and for paICaplo!:, Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 47,3,
obs.2.

• .. Wie grossen Vorschub hast du zu deinem Beruf darln l "
Droy.m

• co Und das auch nur soso." Droysm •
. , "Nur Ungebi1dete, nur Canaille kommt daran." Dro,_.
• See K.ijger. Gr. Gr. t 69, 17. _
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S. S. IIow then docs this relate to me? Instruct me.
DEM. This Paphlagonian here is the "leather-eagle."
S. S. Why is he "with crooked claws 7"
DEM. It means, I ween, that he snatches and takes away

with his hands curved.'
S. S. But what's the import of th~ "serpent?"
DEllI. This is very clear; for the "serpent" is long, and

the" sausage" again is long: then both the sausage 2 and the
serpent are" drinkers of blood." It says, therefore, that the
serpent shall immediately conquer the leather-eagle, 3 unless
it be cajoled with words.

S. S. The oracles please me: but I wonder how I am able
to manage the people.

DE)I. A very easy affair! Act as you act now; jumble and
mince together all state-affairs, and always win over the peo-
ple to your side, coaxing it with little cooklsh words. But
the other requisites for a demagogue you possess -a foul
tongue, you are of vulgar birth, a low fellow; you possess all
things which are requisite for statesmanship. The oracles
and the Delphic shrine conspire in !lour favour. Crown
yourself then, and offer a libation to Dulness, and see that
you punish the fellow."

S. S. And who will be my ally? for the rich fear him,
and the poor people are afraid of him.

DEM. But there are a thousand brave knights II who hate
him, who will aid you, and the well-born eitlzens, and of.the
spectators whoever is a clever man, and.l along with them,
and the god will6 assist you. And do not fear, for he is not
represented by a likeness; for, through fear, none of the
mask-makers 7 was willing to make a likeness of him. Never-

I See Krugerl Gr. Gr. § 50, 11. Arnold, Gr. Ex. § 19.
a That an admixture of blood does not necessarily oblige us to

change the name of 8!11U1age into black-pudding, may be inferred from
its modern successor in Germany.

• .. Wird den Lederaar
Demnachst bezwingen, wenn er sich nicht beschwatzen lasst,"

Droy"".
• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § IH, 8, obs. 7. Cf. note on Lys. 316. -

" Dem Gott der Einfaltspinselei." Drov,en.
• Fur an account of the Knights, yide Bockh'a Pub. Economy of

Athens, yolo ii. Jl. 259, seq, ' •
• See note on Vesp. 735 , Sf'e Sc,hlol'!l, Dram. Lit. p. lit.
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theless, he will be eertainly recognised; for the audience is
elever.'

S. S. (in great frigkt). Ah me, m.serable I the Paphlu-
gonian is coming forth.

CLEON.

CLEON.By the twelve gods, you certainly shall not go un-
punished, in that you have been long conspiring together
sgainst the democracy. What's this Chalcidian cup doing
here? You are certainly causing a revolt of the Chalcldians.t
You shall perish, you shall die, you brace of rogues. [Saus-
age-seller runs Qut.]

DEM. Ho you! why do you fly? will you not stop? 0
noble sausage-seller, do not betray the cause! 0 ye Knights,3
support us! Now's the time! Simon,4 Paneetius, will you not
ride to the right wing? [To the Sausage-seller.] The men
are near; come, resist him, and return to the charge again I
Their dust shows that theyr. are approaching in a body.
Come, resist, and pursue, and put him to flight. [Enter
Chorus 0/ Knights.]

ClIO. Strike, strike the villain, and troubler of"the Knights,
and publican, and sink, and Charybdis of plunder, and villain,
and villain; for I will use the same expressions many times.
}'or this fellow was a villain many times in the day.-Come,
strike, and pursue, and disturb, and confound, and detest him,6
fer we do so; and press on him, and shout aloud. But take
care, lest he escape you, for he knows the paths by which
Eucrates fled straight to the bran,"

• See Schlegel, Dram. Lit. p. 158.
t "The Chalcidians did in fact revolt in the following year; tbeir

intentions were probably suspected at the time." Frere.
I Comp.225. Kruger, § 57, 1. obs. 1.
t For these characters, see Nubes, 851. Aves, 441•

.. Recbts scbwenkt euch," Droy!en.
• .. Dort der Staub zeigt, dass sie alIe Mann bei Mann nahn

kampfgesellt," Droy!en. See notes on Aves, 1407. Lys.919.
• .. Hate tbe rogue as we too hate him." Wa18h.

r .. Aristophanes in his ),ijpal: calls him tbe •Boar of Melita,' pro-
bably: from his coarseness and bushy hair, for which he was also
called • Bear;' and because he belonged to the Demos Melita in
the tribe Cecropis. He was a dealer in hemp and flax, wbp.nce be
fOi the nick-name of CJT~.1I'4~, and , proprietor of mills, which P.I1-
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CLE. (turning to the audience). Veteran Heliasts, clans-
men of the three-obol-piece, whom I feed by bawling righ1.
or wrong, come to the rescue, since I am being beaten by
conspirators.

CHO. Aye, with justice; since you devour I the public
goods before they are distributed by lot, and you press and
squeeze those under account, seeing which of them is green,
or ripe, or not yet ripe; and if you perceive any of them to
be an easy quiet man, and a gaper, you recall him from the
Chersonese 2 and seize him by the waist and lock him; 3 and
then having twisted back his shoulder, you fall heavily upon
him. And you observe, too, which of the citizens is a simple-
ton, and rich, and no rascal, and fearing state-affairs.

CLE. Do !Iou Join in attacking me i' while I am beaten,
sirs, on your account, because I was intending to deliver an
opinion, that it is proper to erect in the city a memorial on
account of your valcur.!

CHO. What 5 an impostor Iwhat a supple knave I You see
how he fawns upon us as if we were old dotards, and cajoles
us. But if in this way he be victorious, he shall be beaten in
that; and if he dodge this way,6 my leg shall strike him.

abled him not only to grind and deal in bran, but also to fatten pigs.
Aristophanes (vs. 129) calls him O'TV1I"1I"flO1l"WA'IC, because when com-
pelled to render up his account, he had got off by means of his bran,
I. e. had saved himself by paying a large penalty in meal, which he
gave to the people." Siit>ern. He seems to have retained consider-
able power up to the year 427. In the spring of this year his SOil
Diodotus stood up in the assembly and opposed Cleon on the subjO!ct
of the l\lilesians. In the spring of the same rear, Aristophanes, in
IIi! "Babylonians," represented the allies as slaves in the mill of
Eucrates.

J " Des Volkes Habe schlingst du vor der Theilung weg." Dray,en.
S "Of Thrace. Many Athenians possessed estates and resided

there for a quiet life." Frere,
• A trick of the wrestling ring, whereby one leg (generally the

left) is fast linked to the inside of an adversary's, either as prepara-
tory to an attempt to buttock, or on failure of such attempt.

• Alluding to the expedition to Corinth.
I Compo Lys. 80. Pax,10M •

•" If you dodge and duck down frightened,
Then the leg shall butt your phiz." JValIh,

.. Aber wenn er da driiben durchdringt, hiiben holen ibn Priigel ein.
Und wenn er hier sich unterweg driickt, butat er ab an meinelll

Bein," DrOfl-.
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CLE. 0 city and people, by what beasts am I punched in
the belly!

CHO. What! do you cry out, who are ever turning the city
upside down? [Be-enter Sausage-seller.]

S. S. But with this shout I will first put you to flight.
CUO. If, in truth, you conquer him in bawllng.! you are a

conqueror; but if you surpass him in impudence, OUIS is thoe
meed of victory.2

CLE. I inform against this fellow, and assert that he ex-
ports broths3 for the Peloponnesian triremes.

S. S. Aye,4 by Jove, and I inform against this man, that
he ran into the Prytaneum with his belly empty, and then
runs out again with it full.

DEM. Yes, by Jove, bearing out forbidden exports, bread
and meat at the same time, and sliced salt-fish, of which
Pericles was never at any time thought worthy.

CLE. You shall die forthwith.
S. S. J will shout three times as loud as you.
CLE. I will silence you with bawling.
S. S. I will scream you down with screaming.
CLE. I will calumniate you if you be general.
S. S. I will beat your back like a dog.'
CLE. I will harass you with Impostures.s

I Vide Acharn. V9. 1227. Av. 1764. Vesp, S96.
• It is from Athenreus we are to gain our information; vide lib.

iii~p. ,114, B.,.tCTn v} I:ai ;, ,7rvp~poijr;, ap,ror;.vu} ~qacipwv ,,"Irrop~voc
I:a. raxa ;, avror; r'l' aqaa,..rp wv. Agam, lib. XIV. p. 617, C., avral
li oleAa rl6fVra& ,.air; 7ravVlJxia&,.,; l.a7pv7rvqaavr&, i.e. in the Cot-
tabus, Cf. note on Thesm. 94.

• The ~ist of the passage lies in the play on the word twpf~pa,.a.
The audience expected tw,.uipara, .. spars for the sides of ships."
.-::r.VB. 1185. For the curious position of the article, cr. Aves, 824.

4 .. I denounce, then, and accuse him, for a greater, worse abuse:
That he steers his empty paunch, and anchors at the public board;
Running in without a lading, to return completely stored I" Frer«,

• See Liddell's Lex. voc, I:IIVOIC07r''''.
• Most editors have mistaken this verb for the future of 71'P&aIp'W,

which' would be 'll"fp.alp,,""'; and this singular oversight is found
even in the excellent Lexicon of Liddell, who, under 'lrfplCl&plw,ren-
den it .. to ,trip one of a thing." Dr. Kriiger (under cUp'''') remarks,
"The future eA,;; is repudiated by the Attic writers. See Herm.Eur
H-l. 1397." ,npuA';', therefore, mIlK be the future of 'Jrfplf~au" ..

C< Will air die LUKen schon verleideu," l)r0ll .... •

•



66 THE KNIGlll'S,

S. S, I will cut off your roads,
CLE. Look at me without winking.
S. S. I too have been reared in the market-place.
CLE. I will tear you in pieces if you mutter at all.
S. S. I will covcr you with dung if you speak.
CLE. I confess mysclf a thief, while you do not.
S. S. Aye, that do I, by Mercury, who presides over the

market-place, and perjure myself too, though men sec it,
CLE. Then you play the sophist in another's province, and

I will impeach you to the Prytanes for possessing untithed
puddings sacred to the gods)

CHO. 0 rascally and abominable, and bawler! cvery land
is full of thy audacity, and every assembly. and imposts,
and indictments, and law-courts. 0 thou mud-stirrer, and
having disturbeds our whole state, who hast deafened our
Athens with thy bawling, and watching for the tribute-money,
like tunny-fish. from the rocks above.s

CLE. I know this affair, whence it has been long ago getting
cobbled Up.4

S. S. If you do not know shoe-soles, neither do I sausages;
you who cheatingly-cut-up and sold the hide of a diseased
ox to the country people, with fraudulent design, so that it
should seem stout; and before they had worn it a day, it was
greater than the foot by two spans,"

DEM. By Jove, he did the very same thing to me too, so
that I also afforded much mirth to my fellow-tribesmen anll

I See Bockh's Pub. Ec, Ath. u. p. 43 •
.. Then, I find the simple fact is,
You but copy my wise practice." W4uh.

• /tal often joins words and things utterly dissimilar. See KrUger.
Gr. Gr. § 59, s, obs. 3.

• "Watching for the tribute-monies
From the hustings' marble block,

As the fisher watches thunnies
From the lofty beetling rock." Wa18h.

• Und auf die Staatseinkunft vom Fels her wie ein ThynnenfilCher
passt." Droy,en.

~ See Kruger. Gr. Gr. t 61. 6, obs, 2.
• Frere supposes the allusion to be to Bornediplomatic artifice, by

which Cleon had deluded and disappointed the co'untry polrty, wlw
were alway, anxious for peace,
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friends; Cor,ere that I had reached Pergasre, I Iwas swimmlng
in my shoes,

CHO. IIave you not, pray, from the first, displayed impu-
dence,' which alone is the guardian of orators P on which
you relying, drain the wealthy foreigners, you the first; while
the son of Hippodamusf melts into tears at the sight. But
indeed another fellow much more rascally than you has showell
himself, so that I rejoice, who will immediately put an end to
JOu and surpass you, as he plainly shows, in villany and im-
pudence and knavish tricks. [To the Sausage-seller.] But
come, you who have been educated 4 whence men arise, such
as they are/' now demonstrate that ".Modest Education" j:J
nothing to the purpose.

S. S. Well now, hear what sort of a citizen this fellow is.
CLE. Will you not in turn permit me ?
S. S. No, hy Jove, since I too am a blackguard.
CHO. If he do not yield in this point, say that you are

also come of blackguards.
CLE. Will you not in turn permit me ?
S. S. No, by Jove.

I As Nicias was of Pergasee, not Demosthenes it is clear the
names have been confused. See Classical Journal, No. xi. p, 222,
223. The passage in Athenreus iR,lib. xii. p, 537, C., TOV li Nu:iolt
;",,1 TO;; IIfpya"ijlllv r).ovroll ri 1"011 I"xopaxoll 1"lVfC41r';').,,,avj

, A remarkable coincidence with the opinion attributed to the
celebrated Danton •.

" Die ja unterm Redaerpack das Scepter fuhrt," Droysen.
I Areheptolemus. See Thirlw. Hut. Greece, ii. p. 367. For the

participle, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 9; S iii, 9, obs, 2. "
• .. This metre, tetrameter-iambic, is always appropriated in tbe

comedies of Aristophanes, to those scenes of argumentative alter-
cation, in which the ascendency Is ~iven to the more ignoble charac-
ter; in this respect it stands in decided contrast with the anapsestie
measure:' Frere; For this use of ~ij~o" see note on Lys. 919•

.. Man sieht scbon." Droy&en.
t drolle" = l£ aimjt; = immediately. Compo lEsch, Suppl. 101:·
J'ri(uCM ad Thesm, 87.

• The phrase Oi1rfP ,;,,1 is used when we do not wish to apeak
openly, Vide Eur. !\fed. VB. 859, '

dU' icrpl" oro" lcrpl", oj", lpu. /CalC';".

ct. Hermann, Vig. n, 30. It is curious that it should havo been III
bed by Shak.apeaxe. Vic!e Othello, act iv. lie. 2,

..... He u ~ .v .. : I may "not breathe my eensure,"
~2
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Cu:. Yes, by Jove, you shall.
S. S. No, by Neptune, but I will fight it out first, with

respect to who shall speak first.
CLE. Alas, I shall burst.
S. S. But I will not permit you.
Cno. Permit him, by the gods, permit him to burst.
CLE. Relying I on what do you dare to speak against

nms r
S. S. Because I too am able 10 speak, and to make a rich

sauce.
CLE. "To speak," quoth'a! Finely,2 upon my word, would

you take up and propeely handle II. case which fell to you,
80 as to be torn in pieces raw.3 But do you know how
you seem to me to be circumstanced? Like the mass.! 1£
you have any where pleaded some little suit well against a
resident-alien, babbling the live-long night, and talking to
yourself in the streets, and drinking water, and showing
yourself off, and boring your friends, you fancied you were a
a dab at oratory-Fool for your folly!

S. S. By drinking what, pray, have you worked upon the city,
80 as now to be silent, having been talked down by you alone?

I Compo vs. 351. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 17, obs, 4.
, "Freilich kommt so 'n Handel dir vor's Messer,

Roh reissst du ihn wohl kurz und klein und manschst jc toller
je besser," Droysen.

• ':'pof171'apanov is an example of the Accusativus Prolepticus,
i, e. where an adjective is applied to a substantive, though the
property expressed by it does not exist in the substantive till
after the completion of the action expressed by the verb. See
Schafer ad Soph. Aj. 402. Greif. Cor. pp.539, 1047. Hermann,
Append. Vig. p. 718. Opusc. Iii. p. 221. Another example in
Acharn. 1179.

II You're like the Iest of 'em-the swarm of paIt?' weak pre-
tenders.

You've made your pretty speech, perhaps, and gain'd a little
law-suit

Against a merchant-foreigner, by dint of water-drinking,
And Iying long awake o·ni~hts, composing and repeating,
And !'tudying as you walk'd the streets, and wearing out the

patience
Of aU your friends and intimates with practising beforehand :
And now you wonder at yourself, elated and delighted
At your own talent for debate-you silly, saucy cosccmb.". . . ~
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CLE. Why, do you match any man against me? wh",

immediately after I have devoured hot slices of the tunny.
fish, and then drank besides a gallon of neat wine, will
abuse like a strumpet the generals at Pylos. •

S. S. And I, after I have swallowed down a cow's paunch
and a pig's belly, and then drank the broth besides, without
washing, will throttle I the orators, and terrify Nicias,

CHO. You please me in the rest of your words; but one
part of your conduct does not please me, in that you will gulp
down your broth alone.

CLE. But you will not distract the Milesians, after lun-ing
devoured a sea-wolf.'

S. S. Nay, but when I have devoured ribs3 of beef, I will
farm the mines.

CLE. And I will spring into the senate and confound it
with violence.

S. S. And I will kick your rump instead of a foot-ball"
Cu:. And I will drag you out of doors, head foremost, b,

the crupper.
CHO. By Neptune, you shall drag me too, if you drag him.
CLE. How I will fasten you in the stocks!
S. S. I will prosecute you for cowardice.
CLE. Your hideS shall be tanned.
S. S. I willllay you for a thief's pouch.f
CLE. You shall be stretched out on the ground with pegs.
S. S. I will make mince-meat of you.
CLE. I will pluck out your eye-lashes.
S. S. I will cut out your crop,?

I Liddell renders this, to out-do in .houting: similarly Frere: wbjl~
Walsh and Brunck,cut the 8peaker.' fCea&antis; Droysen, mil Schrmtll
tchmoretl.

I " You cannot make Miletus whine
After a meal of salmon." JVaz"h.

a "Nein, bab' Ich Ribbspeer erst im Leib, so pacht' Ieh Silber-
kucksen," Droy,en.

• "I'll blow the wind into your tail, and kick you like a blad-
der." Frere •

.. Ieh aber reiss' den Arscb dir auf und stopf" ihn dir "ie Ge-
darm voU." 1)roy3en.

• Vide Mug. Crit. Cant. vol. ii. y. 66+. IIerod. lib. v. 21.
• "Dich echind' Ich ab zum Diebeeransen," Dror-
, Vide Av. VB. 1113.
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DElI. Aud, by Jove, we will put a skewer into his mouth,
in cook's fashion, and then draw out his tongue from within,
and examine his inside well and manfully, while he gapes.
if it be pimply. - .

CHO. It appears, then, there are other things hotter tim::.
fre; and in our state words more shameless than the shame-
less; I and the affair, then, not so trifling a one. But attack
him, and twist him about; do nothing in a small way: for
now he is held by the middle. Since if now you hide 2 him
in the onset, you will find him a craven; for I know his dis-
position.

S. S. Yet, nevertheless, this fellow, though he has been
such a one during the whole of his life, then 3 appeared to he
a hero, when he reaped the harvest of another. And HOW he
has bound in the wooden collar, and is drying, and wishing
to sell those ears of corn which he brought from thence.

CLE. I fear you not as long as the senate subsists, and the
face of Demus! remains stolid.

Cuo, What impudence he has for every thing! and changes
nothing of his presents colour! If I do not hate you, may I
become a sheep-skin of Cratinus,6 and may I be taught to
sing the songs in a tragedy of l\Iorsimus.7

I See note on Vesp. 451.
, There is an allusion to Cleon's trade. See Liddell in voe.
I Eur. Ale. 978, r:q,r' civqp dva& ~or:fi. For the anacoluthon, see

notes on Av. 535,1456. .' .'
.. Such as here you now behold, all his life has he 'been known,
Tillite reaped a reputation,' in a harvest not his OWII." 'Frere,

TIle allusion is to the affair at Pylos •
.. Und da er stets derselbe Schuft ist heut' und gestern, hinten

und vorn" ',..... . ,', ~ .. '. '.!. .• r ... , • ,

Gilt.. er ~:,ch fiir einen Haupthahn, weil er arndtet fremdea
Kern. Dray.en. .'

• "Und der Mann, der heut das Volk spielt, drinnen 10 dusel-
damlich sitzt." Draym ••

• Compo VS • .561, infra. "
• " I much question whether this can signify" Una ~ pellibus

Cratini.'-l •. BOs's emendation, iv Kparlvov (Animadv. p. 8) seem.
to me to admit of. no doubt." porIOn in C~ •• See 'note on VI.
1128. • • ,,4~' ,,:-,"

r A tragic wr1ter, grandson of Mschylul', aister., See Pax, 801•
.. Will Ich gleich Choreingen lernen t\ir del Morsimol Tr&1Hr-

.piel." D/YlYHn. • ' , •. " '.. _.
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o thou, who on every occasion, and :n all cases or bribery,'
settlest upon flowers, would that you'd disgorge the mouth-
ful as easily as you found it; for then would I sing only,
" drink, 2 drink, at the happy event;" and I fancy the 801 of
Julius, an aged ogler of wheat,3 being delighted, would cry,
" 10 Prean," and sing, "Bacchus, Bacchus 1"

CLE. By Neptune, ye certainly shall not surpass me in
impudence; or never may I be present at the sacrificial feast
of Jupiter, who presides over the market-place.

S. S. By the thumps, which I have many timcs,· indeed,
and on many occasions, endured from my childhood, and by
the strokes of the knives, I fancy I shall surpass you in these,
or to no purpose should I be grown to this size by feeding 01:
finger-muffins.1>

CLE. On finger-muffins, like a dog? 0 thou most villanous,
how then, fed on dog's meat, shall you battle with a dog-faced
baboon?

S. S. And, by Jove, there are other knavish tricks of mine,
too, when I was a child; for I used to deceive the butchers
by saying such words, "Look, boys I do you not see? early
spring is come. There's a swallow!" They looked, and I in
the mean time used to steal some meat.6

1 I have followedLiddell (in voc, JWpOO';ICO,) in joining this word
witb 'll'pciypacn •

.. Saugst wie die Biene aus jeglicher Blume Geld,", Dr0YSBn.
I This is from Simonidea, Vide Poet. Gr. Min. vol. I, p. 393,

ed. Gaisford. For (HIE, cf; VB. 619tand note on Lys. 940.
• A comic effusion, taken from 1. xi. 385,

...o,o..-cz, A...p"-n,p,-,,lpcz· 'a,),Aul; 'JI'czpfl.uo;"i1f~: .- .
Cf.01J101f11r'll:, (fl. I. ad Thesm. 393,) 'll'a,Jolr£."."" (Hermeas ap. Athen.
xiii. J>. 563, E.,) YVJla'ICo.".i1l''1'. .. Der aIte Blondkopffanger," Droy-.en. Who remarks in his notel ..The character is not only unknown,
but the name even is scarcely Greek. Many attempts have been
made to emend the passage, Perhaps the true reading is '1 .. ).11:0"
who is also mentioned by Thucydides, V. 19." Componote on
VS. 117S.

t Vide Elmsl. ad Herac1id. VB. 919. Heindorf ad Plat. Phled,
1132.

, Before the invention of knives, forks, and naJlkins, the place
or the latter (among the Greeks) was supplied by soft muffins
or the crumb of bread, and these were afterwards thrown to the
dogs. -

• c'Then there w~reother petty tricks, I practised as a child t
Haunting about the butchers' shops, the weather being mila..
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Coo. 0 most clever meat 1 shrewdly did you pIM be-
torehand I You stole before the swallows, as if eating
aettles.!

S. S. And I used to escape notice too, when doing this.
At any rate, if any of them were to see me, I used to hide it
in my drawers, and deny it upon oath of the gods, so that
an orator,' having seen me doing this, exclaimed, "This boy
will certainly rule the people."

Cno. Aye, he conjectured it well: but it is clear from
what he drew his inference; because you perjured yourself
after stealing, and your drawers had the meat.

CLE. I will make you cease from your impudence,-or
rather, I fancy, both of you: for I will issue forth against
yOll, coming down 3 now fresh and mighty, confounding at
the same time both land and sea at random.

S. S. And I will furl my sausages and then commit myself
to the favouring waves,4 having bid you a long farewell.

DElL And 1, if it leak at all, will watch the bilge-water.
CLl!:. By Ceres, you certainly shall not go off unpunished,

after having stolen many talents of the Athenians.
Coo. Look sharp, and slack away the sheet 15 since now

this north-easter is even blowing informations.
S. S. I well know that you have ten talents from Potidrea.
CLE. What then? Will you take one of the talents, and

hold your tongue?
Coo. The man would gladly take it. Let out your sail-ropes,

• See, bor'" 8ays I, • the ."allow there I-Why summer's come,
I sal;

And when they turned to gape and stare, I snatch'd a steak
away,'" Frer~.

cr. Philem. Frag. cltiV'1.}Iliv X().lcl':'v ro ~lpo" ,; YVV4&, ).a)..i.
• Nettles were thougnt to be good only in the spring, before th"

Iwallows had arrived. Cf. vs. 755.
a See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 47, 9.
• Vide Dawes'. Mis. Crit. p. 458.
• See note on Vesp. 29.

II Gleich zieh" dann Ieh die Wiirstchen ein und treib" mit wI-
len Winden

la die hohe See, und wiinsehe dir von Herzen: lass dieh schiu-
den.'" Droy.m.

• Vide Virgo lEn. V. 830, "Ud omnes feeC!repttkM." Catull
Iv. 10. Eur. Orest. 706. Soph. Ant. 726.
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S. S. The wind is lulling.
CLE. You shall be a defendant in four suits of 1\ Imnlll"fJ

talents)
S. S. And you in twenty for shunning service, and in more

than a thousand for theft.
CLE. I nssert that you are descended from those who of-

fended against the goddess.t
S. S. I assert that your grandfather was one of the bodj-

guards.
CLE. What hody-guards,! Explain.
S. S. Of Byrsina, the mother of Hippias.s
CLE. You are an impudent rogue.
S. S. You are a villain.
Cno. Strike manfully. [Tiley all fall on him and heat him.]
CLE. Alas! alas! The conspirators are beating me.
CHO. Strike him most manfully, and punch him in the

belly, both with your guts and with your tripe, and see that
you punish the fellow. 0 thou most noble bit of flesh, and
bravest of all in soul, and who hast appeared 4 a saviour of
the state, and of us the citizens, how well and cunningly with
your words you supplanted the fellow! 1Vould I could praise
thee as much as we nre delighted.s

CLE. By Ceres, these transactions did net e~capc my notice
in the carpentering, but I was aware of them all in the nailing
and the gluing.6

CHO. (turning to the Sausage-seller). Alas! can you talk
nought of cart-wright's 7 slang I

I "I'll bring four suits against you, and
I'll la, the damages in each
At thIrty thousand pounds, you wretch." IValsh.

• Vide Thucyd. lib. i. c. 126. Thirlwall, Ilist. Greece, n, p. 20.
Clinton, Olymp. 40.

" Von den Frevlern stammst du, pag' Ich aus,
Die mit Blut heHeckt der Guttinn lIaus I " Droysell.

• II Von Hippias beriemter Frau." DrOY8en. For 1roio" see nO~11
on Lys. 1178.

t See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 59, 2, obs, 3.
, "Would god that we could give you praise,

As great as is our pleasure I" Walsh.
• In these pnsanjres the poet marks the degradation or public

Cll!'atory,inCected Wlth vulgar jargon and low metaphors." F,(f'I.
, ..0 weh, du weisst mit der Wagnersprache wohl nicht Bu.

eheid." Droy6t11.
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S. S. Thee what he is doing at Argos does not escape me.
In pretence he is making the Argives lour friends, but se-
cretly he is there treating with the Lacedremonians. And I
know for what purpose this is getting welded; for it is get-
ting forged on account of the prisoners.t

CHO. Bravo! bravo! Forge in return for his gluings.3
S. S. And in return ( men from thence join in welding it j

and neither by giving silver or gold, or by sending friends,
shall you persuade me, so that I shall not denounce these
things to the Athenians.

CLE. I therefore will go forthwith to the senate, and tell
them of the conspiracies of you all, and your nightly meet-
ings in the city, and all that ye are plotting with the :Medes'
and the king of Persia, and these transactions which are
being concocted amongst the Bceotlans.s

S. S. What, then, is the price of cheese among the Bre-
otians ?7

CLE. By Hercules, I will lay you flat! [E:tit Cleon.]

I "Cleon tarried in the Peloponnesus under the pretence of win-
ning over the Argives to the Athenian interest, but in the mean
time wcu weldmg a ransom of the prisoners from Sphacteria for his
own profit." Vosa.

: Alluding to the Spartan prisoners. See vs, 391, where he i.
accused of intriguing for their release. ..

• "Well done, the blacksmith beats the carpenter." Frere •
. .. Vortirillich, herrlich I Grobschmidtswaare furNieterei," Droy_

• "And there are Argives hammering at it too!
And by no bribe of silver or of'gold, .
No sending friends to me, shall you induce me
Not to inform the Athenians of this." IValsh.

The repetition of the pronoun is usual after interrtlptioM of tM.
kind, to r"""w the ,lotion emphatically.

• The allusion 13 to certain intrigues carried on with the Persian
court during the winter of the year in which this play was repre-
sented. Artapbl'rJll's." ho was about to go as ambassador to §Jlarta,
was intercepted 1II Thrace, and brought back to Athens. He wa&
shortly after Iiberated, and accompanied an Athenian embassy to
the Persian court.

I " Und was VOIl Boiotien aus zusammengekaset ward." DrOY'M
It alludes to the expedition of Demosthenes and Hippocrates (8. Co
42.) for the establishment of democracy in Boeotia, See Thua.
Iv. 76.

, Vido Porson's Tracts, r- In, ed. xua ce Ach. rss,
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!,

CHO. Come now, what mind, or what spirits have YOll?1
Now you shall show, if formerly you concealed the meat. in
your drawers, as you yourself assert. For you must run in
haste into the senate-house, since this fellow will rush in
thither, and calumniate us all, and bawl aloud.

S. S. Well, I will go: but first I will lay down my pud-
dings and my knives here, just as I am.

CHO. Stop now, anoint your neck with this, that you may
be able to slip out of his calumnies. [Hands him a flask of
oil.]

S. S. Well, you say this well, and like a ~ymnastic master,
. CHO. Stop now, take and eat up this. [Hands him a head
of garlic.]

S. S. Why, pray?
Cno, In order that you may fight the better, my fr:ellJ,

having been primed with garlic. And now2 hasten quickly.
S. S. I do so.
Cno. Remember now to bite, to libel, to eat up his crests ;

and see that you come back again, having devoured his wat-
tles. But go, and joy3 he with you, and may you succeed
according to my wish, and may Jove, who presides over the
market-place, protect you; and when you have conquered,
may you come back again to us from thence besprinkled with
chaplets. [Exit Sausage-seller.] Do ye, on the other hand,
give Jour attention to our anapests, 0 ye, who of yourselves!
ha?e already essayed every kind of learning.

I ..Well, how do you feel your heart and spirits now?
Rouse up )'our powers! If ever in your youth
You swindled and forswore as y_ouprofess,
The time is come to show it.-Now this instant
He's hurrying headlong to the senate-house;
To tumble amongst them like a thunder-bolt;
To accuse us all, to rage, and storm, and rave." Frere.

• See Liddell's Lex. in voc. Ital, iii.
• .. Yes, go with our blessing! and may you succeed

As well as we wish in the dangerous deed;
And may Jove of the Market assist the attack,
And when you have conquer'd him, may you come back

Besprinkled with many a chaplet." Wallh.
, .. Die ihr jegliche Weise der musischen KunMt

FciA k08tet mit eignem Geschmacke." Drog_.
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PA.RAB.UlA.

If any of the old comic writers had beeu for compelling us
to come forward to the audience to recite his verses, he would
Dot easily have obtained this. But now our poet is worthy
of it, inasmuch as he hates the same with us, and dares to
say what is just, and nobly advances against the Typhon, and
the hurricane.' But with respect to what 2 he says man)' of you
coming to him wonder at, and inquire about, that he did not
long since ask for a chorus+ for himself, about this matter he
bade us explain to you. For the man says that he did not
make the delay because he was affected in this way by want or
understanding, but because he thought the comic poet's art to
be the most difficult task of all; for that, after many, indeed,
had courted her, she had granted favours to few; and be-
cause he long since perceived that you were in nature
changing with the year,4 and betrayed- the former poets as
800n as they grew old. On the one hand 6 knowing what
Magnes suffered, as soon as grey hairs came upon him, who
set up very many trophies of victory over the choruses of
his rivals; and though he uttered every kind of sound.t both
"Harping," and "Fluttering," and representing the "Ly-
dians," and playing the" Fig-fly," and dyeing himself a " Frog
colour," did not suffice; but at last, in his old age, for it had
not heen so in his youth," he was driven off the stage, when he

I Vide Vesp. Il18. Apollon. Rhod. lib. iv. 1778, D~T' av~p",v lp",,-
>.al avi"Ta9w. On which the Scholiast has a1 TWV p1ra;\wv "vip"'''
II:aTalyi~'1: II:alt1V<rTpo;ai. See Facciolati, v. "CirriUl.'

I See Kriiger, Gr. Gr, § 61, 9, obs, 2.
I Mus. Crit. Cant. vol. ii. p. 81. For "'>'fVW, see note on vs. ]017.
• .. Plays were only represented at two periods in the year

amongst this people, who have been accused of being immoderately
addicted to frivolous amusements; once in February and once ill
March. This is what is meant by the annual change; the two
occasions coming 80 close together, that they were considered as
one." JVauli. On the other Side, see Liddell's Lex. voc • ..:110.'.""',

• See Schlegel, Dramatic Lit. p. 158.
• TOVTDph,-f1Ta, see Kruger, § 50 I, obs, 15.
f Alluding to the different plays of l\1agnes, oC which the names

only are come down to us. 'I'&).;\IoIV to the Bap/3aTIOfl:, .. F~maJ.
Harper.;" ITTfpvyl{wv to the ·OpvI6(1:; .Av~.t"'v to the" Lydia,.,;"
"1/1";"''' to the" Fig-Jly;" Barr6JltJIoc /3aTpaxdolC to the" Frog••"

• .. Denn nimmer geschah's, da er jung war." DrOV-
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was an old man, because he was wanting in jesting. next.
remembering Oratinus,' who formerly having flowed with a
full stream of praise used to flow through the level plains, and
carrying away from their places, used to bear away the oaks
and the plane-trees, and his enemies by the roots. And it
was not permitted to sing any thing at a banquet except cc 01:.
fig-sandaled 2 Doro," and" builders a of ingenious songs;" so
much did he flourish. But now, when you see him in hi~
dotage, you do not pity him, since the pegs fall out,4 and the
tone is no longer there, and the harmony is dlssonant.s But old
as he is, he wanders about like Connas,6 having, it is true, a
withered chaplet, but dying with thirst; who ought to drink
in the Prytaneum on account of his former victories, and not
to be doting, but in splendid apparel to be a spectator 7 beside
the statue of Bacchus. And rememberingv what bursts of
displeasure and abuse of yours Crates endured, who gave you
a breakfast at a slight expense, and Bent you home, kneading
the wittiest thoughts with a most clear-sounding voice. And
yet he only just held out, at one time falling, at another not.
Dreading this, he 9 always hesitated, and in addition to this
used to say, a man should first be a rower ere he set his hand

I This picture of Cratinus is borrowed from that poet himself.
See Suvern's Essay on The Clouds, p. 71.

2 "The beginning of a choral song of Cratinus upon the SYC'o-
ph ants. Doro, goddess of Bribery, is a comic fiction, transferred I.)
lolu of jig-wood." Vosa. Comp, note on Vesp. 145.

S .. 'Vho would not sing for Lycidas t he knew
Himself to sing, and build the lofty rhyme."-vs. 10.

Eur. Suppl. vs, 997. Ho ....Epist. I. iii. 24, A. 1'. 436.
• Like Scott's Minstrel,

" His wither'd cheek, and tresses gray,
Seem'd to have knOIl"1l a better day."

, ThE' ancient interpreters understand this as said of Cratinus,
under the figure of a bedstead; and interpret oi"i"T/,WY, the feet in.
lnid t.jlll amber; TOYOl:, the cordage; appoyia, the joints. And fO also
Mr. Walsh.

" \Vie der alternden Leier der steg 109 wird und erstorbeu iln
jeglicher Klang ist,

Und oereits aufreissen die Fugen an ihr." Droysen,
• See Vesp, 675.
, II Sondern Itescbmiickt Dionysen zur Seite zu schaueu." DrOll .....
• See vs. :i26. 5upra. . .
• The discourse nO'Nreverts to Arittophanei.
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to the rudder ....nd then after this look out ahead, and obseree
the winds, an~ then pilot for himself. Therefore, on account
of all. these things, because he acted modestly, and did not 1
foolishly rush in and talk nonsense, raise for him shouts "f
applause in abundance, and waft him a good Lenrean cheer
with eleven oars,' that your poet may depart in joy, having
succeeded according to his wish, joyous with smiling counte-
nance.

o Neptune, equestrian king, whom the clatter of brazen-
hoofed horses, and their neighing delights, and dark-beaked
swift triremes manned with mercenariesf and the contest of
youths who distinguish themselves in the chariot race, and of
youths who are grievously unlucky, come hither to our chorus,
o thou of the golden trident, 0 thou ruler of dolphins, thou
who art worshipped at Sunium," 0 god of Gerrestus,5 child
of' Cronos, and most dear to Phormio," and to the Athenians
at present above the other gods.

\Ve wish to eulogize our fathers, because they were men
worthy of this land and of the peplus,7 who ever every where
victorious in land-fights and in naval actions, adorned this
city. For none of them ever at any time, when he saw his
foes, counted them; but his spirit was immediately on its guard.
And if, by chance, they fell upon their shoulders in any figh!,
they used to wipe this off, and then deny they had fallen, and
go on' wrestling again. And no one of those before this used
when general to demand his maintenance,entreating Cleeenetus,"

1 .. Solent Grreci, quee significanter dicere volunt, iterare per ne-
gationem contrarii," Hermann,

S .. None of the commentators, ancient or modem, can make
head or tail of this passage. I should conjecture, myself, that the
author here alludes to the number of ICQUe, or converging flights 01
steps to lead to the seats, in the Attic theatre, which we may sup-
pose to have been eleven." WalYh.

I V5S. SSS and SS8 have been evidently misunderstood by MI'o
Frere.

.. Junglinge WettlauC fahrende,
Stolz mit dem Wagen jagende,
Und in den Sand gesturste," Dro!lsen.

, See this epithet parodied, ap. Av. 867.
t Now" Cap Mantelo." Vide Cramer's Greece, vol. ii. .,.142, Ha.
• See Thirlwall, lll&t. (kB«6, iii. p. JS2. ' Cr. LY8. 8M.
, See Wordsworth's .Attica, p. 18+. Cf. Aves, 827.
• Tbucydide8 mentions a Clesenetus, the Cather of Cl.eon, lib. ilL
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But IJOWt unless they obtain precedence in seats, and tlleir
maintenance, they say they will not fight; while we think
it right gratuitously and nobly to defend our city awl our
eountry's gods. And in addition, we ask nothing, except
thus much only,-if ever there he peace, and we cease
from our toils, do Dot grudge our being long-haired, or clean-
scraped.'

I) Pallas, guardian of the city, 0 thou that rulest 0\-e1'the
most holy land, which excels all others in war and poets
and in might, hither come, bringing with you Victory, our
aesistant in expeditions and battles, who is the companion of
our choral songs, and sides with us against our enemies.t Now.
therefore, show thyself hither; for it behoveth thee by all
means to grant victory to these men now if e\"er.3

'Ve4 wish to praise what we are cognizant of respecting
our horses. And worthy are they of being eulogized. For,
in truth, they have gOM through many affairs with us, both
incursions and battles. But their exploits on land we do
not so much admire, as when they leaped courageously into
the transports,& some of them having purchased drinking-
36; iv. 21. The Scholiast, as usual, has a ready explanation: Ovroc
iypa>/l. ~i)tpurpa pt) OfT"oo9ijvat Toit crrpaT'I},oij; crlT'Icr,,,. The generals
alluded to are Tolmides and Myronides,

• Anudin~ to the fondness of the young Athenian fashionable!
for long hair and fre2uent bathing. The use of the crr).f},},it, fir
.trigil, is well known. ' We must not understand by crr).fn;~ a stri-
gil, but a rich comb, which, as well as a ball or globe, was carried by
an ~a:o~ov6o~. or petlia3equus. for show and ornament, (Heind. Plat.
Charm. § 6,) in the train of children of the upper classes. (Bockh,
Publ. Econ. Ath. ii. p. 330.)" Suvern.

S "Nike, welche den Chorliedern gern naht
Und den Feinden mit uns kuhn in den Weg tritt." Droysen.

• "The foes to be routed are, of course, the rival comic poets,"
Walsh. Compo Aves, 1598. Thesm. 288.

• " Throughout this piece of poetry, the horses and horsemen are
studiously confused, the actions of the one being humorously at-
tributed to the other. The Corinthian expedition, to which refer-
ence is made, took place in the previous summer, and was attended
0»)" 200 .~avalry in h!>rse-.transp.orts." lV:alsh. cr, ThirlwaU, Hut.
Gr!ece, 1lI. p. 252; Bockh s P. E. A. vol. 1. p. 384.

• The first mention of transports by Thucydides is in lib. ii. 66,
during the life of Pericles. The historical fact here alluded to is
recorded lib. iv, i2, &c. i and at the beginning of c. 44, we have
express testimonr. to the service of the horse, "HcrcJ!fyei, roic •A.6 ....
rUl1<I: oj hrw-ijc: ';'~E"""Ol (v/l".axojUvoI, c. T. A.
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cups,' others garlic and onions. Then they took their oars,t
like us men, and laid to them, and shouted aloud for joy,-
"Gee wo ho!3 Who will lay to ? We must take better
bold. What are we about ? Won't you row, you Sampho-
ras?"4 and leapt ashore at Corinth. Then the youngest sei
a digging beds with their hoofs, and went to fetch bed-clothes.
And they ate crabs" instead of Median grass, if any crept out
of doors, even searching for them in the deep; so that Theo-
rus f; declared a Corinthian crab said-" It is dreadful, 0
Neptune, if neither in the deep,? nor on land, nor in the sea
I sTiallbe able to escape the Knights."

SAUSAGE-SEJ.LER, CLEON, DEMUS.

Cno. 0 dearest and stoutest of men, how much anxiety in
your absence have you given us! And now, since you have
come Lack safe, tell us how you contested the matter.

S. S. What clse,1I but that I became conqueror of tht"
senate?

Cuo, Now, then, it is meet for all to shout for joy. 0
thou who speakest noble words, but hast done deeds still far
superior to your words !would that you would go over aU the
details clearly to me! since methinks I would 9 even travel a
long journey, so as to hear.- Wherefore, my good sir, speak
with confidence, since we all are delighted with you.

S. S. Well now, 'tis worth while to hear the circumstances:
for I rushed directly after him from hence. He then within

• ,ride Pac, 1091; Athen. lib. xi. p. 483, ed. Dindorf, vol. ii. p-
IOS3; and Liddell's Lex. in voe.

2 "Schnell geschaart an die Ruder, brauchend sie wie wir sie
brauchen,

Ruderten sie und wieherten lustig, 'hottohoh! man ruhrt
sich nun!

Besser angefasst ! es scham nicht l Rappe, willst du achon
dich ruhn l' .. Droysen..

, The original is a grotesque parody upon the Attic" Yo heave
bo," inasmuch as horses are here the sailors.

t See Nub. 122, --
• Vide Nicandr, Theriac. vs, 788, apud Mus. Crit. vol. i.p. I.H.
• Comp, Vesp. 42, 1220. 7 Compo Acharn. 583.
, "The result is you may call me Nickoboulus ;

" For I've nick';! the Boule there, the lenate, capitally," FNlli
• See note }Il Vi. 1176.
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making words break forth, hurled like thunder, was hurling
them at the Knights, playing the marvellous, blurting out
precipices, and calling 1 them conspirators most plausibly;
while the whole Senate, listening to him, got crammed by
hlru with false-orach, and looked mustard," and contracted
their brows. And I, just when I perceived that they were
approving+ of his words, and deceived by his impositions-
"Come now, ye Lechers, and Impostors," said I, "and Boo-
bies, and mischievous Goblins, and God of Impudence, and
thou Market-place, in which I Wag educated when a child,
now give me impudence, and a ready tongue, and a shameless
voice." As I was musing thus, a lewd fellow broke wind 011
my right; and I did reverence.' Then with my buttocks I
struck and broke the barriers, and gaping wide, shouted aloud,
"0 Senate, I bring you good news, and wish to announce the
glad tidings first to you. For since what time the war broke
out, I never at any time saw anchovies cheaper." Imme-
diately they made their faces quite calm, and then were Ior
crowning me for the good news. And I having hastily in-
vented a secret plan, in order that they might purchase the
anchovies in great numbers for an obol, told them to seize the
dishes of the artificers.s And they applauded vehemently, anti
gaped at me. So he, the Paphlagonian, having perceived it,
and knowing in what speeches the Senate most delights, made
a proposal: "Sirs, I now move, that on the occasion of the
happy events which have been announced to us, we sacrifice
a hundred oxen 6 to the goddess for the good news." Agair.

In Dindorf's edition, printed by Didot, tvvwp&ra!: Mywv-pro-
bably an error of the press.

I See note on Vesp, 4.55. I lvJfX0p.'v'lV. Be. rJjv {3ov~~v.
4 "The whole of this is a quiz upon the Messengers' narrative s

in the Attie tragedians. For anyone to sneeze on the right hand,
was considered a most lucky sign. The Rapscallions, &c., are hu-
morously elevated to the dignity of di\"init)'." Walsh.

• This sentence is wrongly construed III every edition I have
been able to consult, cl1roPP'Irov being made to depend on l'/>paf14,
I\'hich is plainly contra linglUl1n. See note 01\ Nub. 689.

• It was the custom to bum only the thighs and fat. The rest
was eaten by the people. It thus became the interest of the poorer
Athenians to be \"ery religious, inasmuch as the cost of these enter-
tainments fell upon the wealthy citizens. To such an extent, in-
deed, were these legalized robberies carried, that the sale of the
,kllLt or the victims formed a considerable item of tbe puhlit' rey""
ac", I!.-.:!.:r the head of ,kilt.money (ro tfPjlaT'~l •..
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the Senate inclined towards him. And I, just when I per-
ceived I was overcome by the ox-dung, overshot him with two
hundred oxen; 1 and advised to make a vow to sacrifice a
thousand goats to Diana on the morrow, if sprats went at a
hundred for the obol. Again the Senate looked eagerly at me.
And when he heard this, being struck with astonishment,
babbled nonsense; and then the Prytanes and the Police be-
gan to drag him out, while they stood and wrangled about the
anchovies. But he besought them "to wait a short time, in
order that you may hear2 what the herald from Lacedsemon
"aY8, for he has come treating of peace." But they aU cried
.'at with one mouth,-" Now do tltey talk of peace? Aye, poor
fool, since they have heard that anchovies are ebeap with us.
We don't want peace; let the war go on." An.! they shouted
that the Prytanes should dismiss the assembly. Then they
leaped over the barriers in every direction. While I slipped
out and bought up aU the coriander-seed, and the leeks, as
much as there was in the market: and then gave it gratis to
them who were in want, as seasoning to the anchovies, and
made presents of it. So they all praised me above measure,
and caressed me to such a degree, that I have come, having
gained over the whole senate for an obol-worth 3 of coriander-
seed. -' .. '

CHO. Of a truth you have acted in every respect 4 as be-
comes a man favoured of fortune. The villain has found
another adorned with much greater rascalities and artful de-
ceits and .wily words. But take care that you contest what
remains in the best manner possible; and YO.1 know long ago
°ltat you hare us as your friendly allies.

I "Gleich trumpft' Ich ihn mit hundert Rindem aboII DrOYIM.
• See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § .H, 8, obs, 2. .
• Compo Aves, 18. Thesm.425. 'Ach. 962, and vs. 945, infra,

. . '. "With fair event your first essay began,
, Betokenin~ a predestined happy man.

The villain now shall meet
In equal war,

A more accomplish'd cbeat,
A viler far;

Witb turns and tricks more various.
More artful and nefarious." Frere •

.. 'Atlea' halt au 10 '\"ol1end..t. wie el nur bnn ein Gliicbkind.-
~
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S. S. Well now, see I here comes! the Paphlagonian, pushing

• heavy wave, and disturbing and confounding, as if, forsooth,
he was going to swallow me up. A fi~ for his courage 12

CLEQN.

CLE. If I d03 not destroy you, provided any of the same
lies be in me, may I utterly fail in every way.

S. S. I like your threats,· laugh at your empty bluster,
dance a fling, and cry cuckoo all round.

CLE. By Ceres, it· I do not eat you up out of this land, I
will certainly never survive.

S. S. "If you do 110teat me up?" And neither will I, if I
do not drink you up, and then gulp you down and burst after
it myself.:!

CLE. By the precedence which I gained at Pylos, I will
destroy you.

-S. S. "Precedence," quoth'a! How I shall behold you 6

after your precedence a spectator on the last bench I
CLE. By heaven, I will fasten you in the stocks I
S. S. How choleric you are! Come, what shall I give you

\

I

I See KrUger, Gr. Gr. § so, 11, obs, 22. Monk, Ale. 138. Dawes
M. C. aS8.

I Vide Theoerit. Idyll. xv. 40, poppw, O&ICvn ."'''"0,. cr. Liddell's
Lex. in voe, pDPpw.
• "Wenn Ich dich da nieht bIt mache, hab' I eh ein Kornchen

noeh
Des alten Lug und Truges, 80 hol' mieh gleieh die Pest,"

DroySCll.
• .. Mieh vergniigt dein Drobn, dein Holtergepolter macht mir

W~pa~s, n:: kl • I h ' k "h' ' , H hre em DUe em muss c sprmgen, ra n vIe em a n
dazu I" Droy.en.

~. Nub. 17+, 1240. Pax,IOGa. Av. a70, 880.
I ..Unless yo. ,at me up I No more will I,

Unless I dri~ you up, and ,wig you up,
Until I bursntlyseIC." Walsh,

cr. KrUger, Gr. Gr. § a4, 12, obs, 3. Harper's Tenses, p. 101. cr.
~, 767, 769. Pax, 450.

• .. The right or seats, indeed 1 Pshaw! I shall see l'OU
On the last bench instead of on the first." Wallh •

.. Ei, '\Viewill Ich dieh noch einst
SWt auf dem Vorsitr. auf dem Hintersitze sehn I" DJ'Of""", <!:l
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to eat? \hth what sauce would you like best to eat i~'
With a purse? 1

CLE. I will tear out your entrails with my nails.
S. S. I will tear with my nails your maintenance in the

Prytaneum.2
CLE. I will drag you before Demus, that y)U may give me

satisfaction.
S. S And I will also drag you and calumniate you

more.
CLE. But he does not believe you at all, you wretch, while

I laugh at him as much as I please.
S. S. How completely you imagine Demus to be yours!
Cu:. For I know with what pap he is fattened."
S. S. And then, like nurses.! you feed him grudgingly.

For you chew and put a little into his mouth, while you your-
self swallow down three times as much as he.

CLE. And, by Jove, by my dexterity I am able to make
Demus fat or lean.1i

S. S. And my posteriors are clever at this.
CLE. You shan't fancy, my good sir, you're going to in-

sult me in the Senate.s Let us go to Demus.

I See note on Ach. 835. So Pax, 123, I<o:\:\vpav Ilfya~lJv I<al dv-
DV:\OV Ii,pov I7/"' avrv, .. a great roll and fot·sauee to it."
., Und was fiir Zukost hast du gern? Geldbeutelehens 1" DroYStm.

I " To tear witl. tM nails, Ar. Eq. 709." Liddell in voe. Others,
cut off y(mr maintenance ; which seems preferable •
.. Weg will Ieh dir kratzen deine Portion in der Prytanei." Droy,en.

• .. Anticipation." See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 6, obs, 2•
.. Ieh weiss ja genau, womit er sich gerne pappeln lallt." ll/·oy,en.

• Vide Aristot. Rhet. lib. iii. 4.
J Mr. Frere's version of this is singular:-

" I can make them close, and hard, and dry,
Or pass a matter easily, as I please."

• "You shan't be thought to have insulted me
Before the senate." Walsh •

.. Nicht sollst dubguter Junge, denken, im Rathe mich
Uberrannt zu ha en." Droysen.

For the aorist infinitive after DOICEW, see Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53.) 6, obs,
9. That au I'0LXdIl1fL, is statutable Greek for 1''' I'0LXfVUP, 1 do not
believe. See, however, Viger, p.198. Herm. not. 1U, 267. Jelf,
, 741, obs, Kruger, 13, 7, obs, 4. Eurip, Ph. 1696. .-\rist.
Aves, 193 . ..
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S. b. There's nothing to hinder 1 us. There, go, let nothing

detain U3.
CLE. 0 Demus! come forth hither.
S. S. 0 father, by Jupiter, pray come forth.
CLE. Come forth, 0 dearest little Demus, that you may

know how I am wantonly insulted [The!! both go and Imock
at Demus' door.]

DEMUS.
DEM. Who are those that are bawling? Will you not

depart from my door? You have torn down my harvest-
wreath.2 Who's injuring you, my Paphlagonian?

CLE. I am beat on your account by this fellow here, and
by these striplings.

DEl{. Wherefore?
CLE. Because I love you, Demus, and am your admirer.
DEM'..(turning to the Sausage-seller). Pray, who are you?
S. S. This man's rival in love, who have loved you this

long time, and wished to do you a good turn, and so have
many other gentlemen. But we are not able, on account ot
this fellow. For you are like unto youths who have lovers:
gentlemen you do not receive, but give yourself up to lamp-
sellers a and coblers and shoemakers and tanners.

CLE. For I benefit the people.
S. S. Say now, by doing what?
CLE. Because I deceived the generals at Pylos and sailed

thither and brought the Lacedeemoulqns,
S. S. And 1, while walking about,' stole the pot from a

workshop, while another was boiling it.
CLE. Well now, Demus, convene an assembly forthwith, in

order that you may know which of us two is better inclined
to you, and decide between us, that you may love this one.

S. S. Yes, yes, do decide between us, pray I but not in the
Pnyx.

DElL I can't sit in any other place. But you must come
forwards to the Pnyx.li

I See note on Avest 463. t Ct. Vesp. 899.
• A hit at Hyperbo us.
t "Und Ieh, Ich ging von der Bude weg und sehlenderte 80

Umber, una stabl 'nem andern den Topt vom Feuer weg."
Dniv'''''• • s.. to the Pn7x walk forwards insta:1tlv" WGlM.
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S. S. Ah me, miserable man, how I am undone! for the

old fellow, when at home, is the shrewdest of men, but when
he takes his seat upon this here stone, he gapes 1 as if he were
etringing figs. '

CHO. Now it behoves you to let out every rope,' and to
~arry ar. impetuous spirit and arguments, admitting no escape,
wherewith you shall overcome him: for the man is crafty,
and devises efficient contrivances out of impracticable ones.'
Wherefore take care that you go forth vehement and fresh 4

against the man. But be on your guard, and ere he comes up
to you, do you first raise aloft6 your dolphins, and put forward
your pinnace.

CLE. I pray to our mistress Minerva, who rules over our
city, that, if I am the best man towards the Athenian people,
next to Lysicles, 6 and Cynna, and Salabaccho, I may, as now,
dine in the Prytaneum, without having done any thing for it.
But if I hate you, and do not fight for you, singly standing in
the gap, may I perish, and be sawn in two, and cut up into
yoke-straps.'

I See Liddell's Lex. in vOC.'p7rooitw.
" He gapes like little boys bobbing for figs." Walth."

"Doch sitzt er dort erst auf den Steinen, so 8p,errt er das Maul
Weit auf, als soUten gebratne Tauben hinein ihm ziehn I .. Droy,en.
ComII. vs. 422, .upra. The usual rendering, " LiM 07lIl .tririgmg.fi!l"·
.vouIa render the article indispensable. .

• See similar forms, ap, Liddell, voc. Ita~w,... Cf. Eur. Med. 273.
• .. Und macht Unmdgliches selbst am E,nde'd6cll noch nioglich."

. ..•... "Droy,m.
• Compo vs, 430, aupra; and see notes on-Ves)!. 29; Lys.1I16.
• See Thuc, vii. 41, and 62 i Lucan's Phars, iii. 635. "The image

JS that of a merchant-vessel defending itself against the attack of
a ship of war: the pinnace was interposed to break the shock of
the enemy's prow." Frere. . . ",

.. Und zum Entern an Bord dich lege l " , Droy.m •....
• Tauntingl" said, 'll'apcl rpoaooll:lal'. for .. Pericles, Cimon, and

Themistocles, ' with whom Cleon used to compare nimself. Th.
two la8t were noted strumpets, and Lysicles is the" Sheep-sellee "
mentioned in vs. 132. See note on vs. 831, infra •. ,.. . "' .•;-' .

r .. That, even as now ' , ,- .'
Jr I'm truly your f'riend. unto my liCe!&.e':d -" .,
I may dine in the hall, doing nothir.;! at all~ ,,_.' .':'
But, if I despise you, or ever advise f',U
Against what is best for fOur comfort and am; >
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I
I

S. S. And may I, Demus, if. I do' Dot love you, and do
Dot admire you, be cut up and cooked in mince-meat; and it
you do not put faith in this, may I be grated down upon tills
dresser in an olio with cheese, and with the flesh-hook niay 1
be dragged to the Ceramicus by my testicles.

CLE. 'Vhy, how 1 can there be a citizen, Demus, who Iovea
you more than I do? who in the first place, when I was a
senator, collected very much money in the treasury, by tor-
turing some, strangling others, and begging of others; not
caring for any private man, provided I gratified you.

S. S. This, Demus, is DOway grand j for I will do this to
you. For I will snatch away and serve up to you other peo-
ple's loaves.' But I will first teach you this very thing, that
1I.eneither loves you, nor is well-disposed towards you, except
on account of this very thing, that he enjoys your fire-side.
For he does not care about your sitting so uncomfortably upon
the rocks, who fought to the death with the Persians at Ma-
rathon for our country, and when victorious, permitted us to
bepraise it mightily.3 Not like me, who have sewed and
brought you this cushion. Come, raise yourself, and then sit
down at your ease, that you may DOtgall that wMch fought at
Salamis.· [Slips a soft cusAion under Demus.]

DEY. Man, who are you? Are you a son of those well-
known 6 descendants of Harmodius! Certainly, indeed, tbis
deed of yours is truly noble and patriotic.

CLE. From what petty hits of flattery have you become
well-disposed towards him!

S. S. For you also caught him with baits much less than
these.

CLE. Well DOW,I am willing t:o wager my head, if any

Or neglect to attend you, defend you, befriend 'you,
May I perish and pine; may this carcass of mine
Be withered and dried, and curried beside;
And straps for your harness cut out of my hide." Frere.

a See Herm, ad Eur. Ale. 498.
• See Suvern on the r~pas:of Aristophanes, p, 162. . .
• .. Und mit herrlichen Siegen den Stoff uns gabst, die bcliebtesten

- Phrasen zu drechseln," Drqy,m. -. -
• "This being a naval battle, the Athenian galley-men may very

well be said to have fought, not with their hands, out their Bethea
extremities." lVal.th. . . '

I See Kruger; Gr. Gr. f 61, 7, obI. 7. .
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where there hath appeared a man who fights more for the
people, or loves you more than I.

S. S. Why, how love you him? who, though you see him
dwelling for the eighth year 1 in the casks and crannies and
little turrets, do not pity him, but shut him in and plunde r
his hive. And when Archeptclemuss was offering peace,
you scattered it abroad; and you drive away the embassies
from the city, slapping them on the buttocks, who make pro-
posals of peace.

CLE. Aye, that he may rule over all the Greeks; for it is
in the oracles, "that this man must some time or other act
the Heliast in Arcadia ata five obols a day, if he bide his
time." At all events, I will nourish and tend him, finding
out by fair means or foul, whence he shall receive the three
obols,

S. S. Not taking thought, by Jove, that he may rule over
Arcadia, but that you may plunder the more, and receive
bribes from the cities; and that Demus, by reason of the
war and the mist, may not observe your knavish tricks,4 but
through necessity, at the same time, and need, and pay, may
gape at you. But if ever he return to the country and
spend his time in peace,li and eat his toasted groats and re-
gain his courage, and come to a conversation with oil-cake,
he will perceive what blessings you swindled him out of by
your system of pay; and then he will come against you fierce
and rough, searching for a pebble against you. Of which
being aware, you impose upon him, and cheat6 him by dreams
about yourself.

I This reckoning is made from the battle of Potidrea, B. c. 4321 a~
which period the Athenians were first engaged in actual service,
When the Spa~tans invaded Attica, the country-people were driven
into the town, and in their perplexity for house-room, were obliged
to take up their quarters in the turrets on the walls.

S After the surrender of the Spartans at Pylas. See Thue. iv.
17-22,27,28z 117. Thirlwalll tu«: Greece, iii. p. 241. "This per.
son must not be confounded With the son of Hippodemus, VB. 327."
DrOY8etl. Camp. Stivern, Aristoph. rijpac. p. 168.

• See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 47, 17. • See Liddell, voc, ICa90fl&",
• See Silvern's Essay on the rrjpac of Aristophanes, p. 173.

• "And this you're aware of, and therefore l.0u seek
To chouse him by dream and by vision.' Walsh.

Cf. Liddell'. Lex. vee, 6vfCPO'll"o~i ... For the participle, see Krugel'
Or. Gr. t sr, 9, obs, 2.
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CLE. h it not then, pray, a shameful thin;!; that YOll should
8f.y this of me, and calumniate me beforc the Athenians and
Demus, who have already, by Ceres, done far more good ser-
vices to the state than Themistocles ?

S. S. "0 city of Argos, hear what he says." 1 Do you
match yourself with Themistocles P who made our city full,
when he found it up to the brim, and in addition to this
kneaded up the Pireeus beside for it while it was at break-
fast,2 and having taken away nothing of the old, set before it
new fishes.-But you sought to make the Athenians citizens
of a petty town,3 by dividing the town 4 with a wall, and
uttering oracles, you who match yourself with Themistoclcs !
And he is an exile from his country, while you wipe )'0111'
hands on cakes of fine barley.s

CLE. Is it not then a shameful thing, 0 Demus, that I
should be called these names by this fellow, because I love
you?

DEM. Stop, stop,6 you fellow, and don't talk Billingsgate.
For much too long a time and even now have you been acting
underhand without my knowing it.1

S. S. He is a most abominable fellow, my little Demus, and
one who commits very many knavish tricks, whenever yc I

, This hemistich which is made up partly from the 'I'elephus 01
Euripides, _partly from his Medea, vs, 169, occurs in the Plut, "5.
601. See Dobree's note on it.

I ..And kneaded it up the Piraeus beside
For breakfast." JVaz"h.

I .. The German Kleinstiidter." LiddeU.
•..It was not an unusual step to divide a town into two by a wal;

of the same height as the external fortifications, and settle the men
of each party in the portion allotted to them, when two factions
were ncarly equallr. balanced." lVal8h. At the time of the great
Reform Bill, a similar plan was canvassed by the" Men of Man-
chester " for dividing England, by running a wall from the Humber
to the Mersey. For the article, see Hermann, Alc. 708.

• Vide Athcn. lib. iii. p. 114, F., "al TO~Vll'''l: ""I "XI~~flOJl' ""i
(1"'1: aiiT'1 ,t1Tiv ;, it ax~~u",v "pdJ;;w YIVOP.EV7/. It is abo mentioned

:ruv ~&lI'apoil: Ill'&1rat1Toll:,lib. vi. p. 269, D. See note on V8. 411.
wpra.

• .. Ja, Mann, hor' auf! Schuftstreiehe beriihre nun nicht rnehr!
DOCh Ieh glaube, du hast gar oft gar viel, obne dass Ich es

merkte, gemanschet." Droysen.
r 'EyrcplI,ial: Bi~nifies .. pang IUbcineritiwt" and is mentioned by

Atbenreus.lib. iii. 112, B. cr. note on NUb. !lI5.

\
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yawn; 1 and he crops the stalks of those under account and
swallows them down, and with both hands ladles out the
public money.

CLE. You shall Dot escape with impunity. but I will con
"ict you of stealing thirty thousand drachma,

S. S. Why do you make much ado about nothing, and
make a splash, you who are most abominable towards the
Athenian people?2 And, by Ceres, I will prove.3 or may I
not live, that you have received as a bribe more than forty
mines from Mitylene. .

CHO. 0 thou who hast appeared the greatest advantage to
all men I! I envy you for your fluency of speech; for if you
shall attack him in this way, you will be the greatest of the
Greeks, and alone will bear sway in the city, and rule over the
allies, having a trident, shaking and disturbing,5 with which
you will make much money. And do not let the man go,
since he has given you a hold, for you will easily make an
end of him, with such sides as yours.

CLE. These matters, good sirs, are not yet come to this, by
Neptune; for I have wrought such a work, so as to curb my
enemies every one,6 so long as any thing is left of the bucklers
captured at Pylas,

1 So Brunck and Walsh. Liddell, on the contrary, refers it to
xatrpa"" and makes Cleon the nominative. .. lIe insinuates that
Cleon was in the habit of accepting bribes from those who had to
give in their accounts, to get them passed without a strict examin-
ation." Dro!l,en. .

2 .. Whilst 0 ~ijJlOI: Ii TWV 'AO"vai",v, or 0 'AO"vai",v JijJlO/:,denotes
the Athenian people, in contradistinction to any other people, (Demos.
xviii. 181, fol1.,) on the contrary, Ii 8ijpol: TW" 'A., and T~ 'A. 0 8;;-
I'or;. are used, when other parlua or inditliduala of the Athenians are
to be thought of in opposition to these." Krilger. Cf. vs. 76~, IUpa.

I There is no necessity to alter the reading to a1l'o~ti(..., with
\Valsh, (notes, p. 264,) for '11'00('('" occurs again in the same senae,
Av.483. .. Allusion IS made to forty minee which are said to have
been received from Mytilene; but this is mere satire. See Meier,
de bon. Damnat. p. 115. Cleon had received money from the
blanders that he might reduce their tributes." lYaclllmuth,' .,

• Seemingly a quotation from some tragedy.
• .. l\Iit dem erschiitternd, wetternd du dir sammelst relebste

Habe." Droy&tm. , _, ' . . ,
• Compo Pax, 106, 247J.542, 655,870. 'Av. 1539. pilit: 1I I, 206,

;60, 1109. Ran. 161. Eecles, 217. 557, 719, 765, 11i8. Theam.
61E,560. .
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S. S. Stop at your bucklers, for you have given me a
handle. . For you ought not, if indeed YOll love the people,
purposely to have let them be dedicated together with the
handles. - But this, Demus, is a device, that, if you wish to
punish this fellow bere, it may not be in your power; for you
see what a troop of young tanners are with him; and around

,these dwell sellers of honey and sellers of cheese. Now this
body is leagued together; so that if you were to snort with
anger. and look ostracism,' they would pull down the buck-
lers by night, and tun and seize the entrances for importing
your barley,

:QElL Ah me, miserable man! Why, have 2 they handles?
You rascal. how long a time you have been cheating me,
deluding me in such a manner!
. CLE. My good sir, be not led 3 away by every speaker, nor

think that you will ever find a better friend than J, who with
my single hand put down the conspirators. And no con-
spiracy arises in the city without my perceiving it, but 1
bawl out that instant. '

S. S. F<w you are circumstanced like those who fish for
eels.4 •When the lake is still, they catch nothing; but if they
stir the mud up and down, they take. And you catch. if you
disturb the city. But just answer me this single question:
though you sell so m:my hides, have you evers given to this
man here a sole from your private stock for his slippers, you
who profess to love bim ? . .

DEM. Certainly not. by Apollo.
S. S. Then have you perceived, pray, what sort of a fel-

low he is? But I have bought this pair of shoes for you, and
~ve them you to wear. [Gi'DfS him a pair of shoes.]

I This is by no means the literal meaning or the phrase, See
Liddell, voc. ot1rpaICivDa.
, I .. Have handles" means read!!for we. Government shields
had tbeir handles taken off, that they might not be made use of for
tumults~' attacks on the democracy, &c. Droysen understand •
•hields taken in battle and hung up as tropbies.

I Cf. Sopb. Rex, 917; KrUger's Gr. Gr. § 47, 6, oba.4. .
• Droysen, who suggests that this may have been a cant pln lie,

,uotes from an old German Bong, .
" Und keinen Tag wird 'B ausge8etz~
Herr, morgen wird ein Aal gehetzt.'

• Ij.l" = ,~er cr.Ach. 610. Nub. 347, 370,386,766, un. .\Y.
1669. Plato, Polit. p. 4:93,D." ,
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DEU. I judge you to be the best man towards the people of
all I know, and very well disposed towards the city, and to-
wards my toes.

CLE. Is it not then, pray, a shameful thing that slippers
should have so much power, and that you should have no re-
collection of all the kind offices I have done you? who put a
stop to the lewd people, having utterly destroyed Gryttus.

S. S. Is it not then, pray, a shameful thing that you should
watch them so,' and put a stop to the lewd people? It must
be that through envy you stopped them, lest they might be-
come orators. And though you saw this man without a tunic
at his time of life, you never at any time deemed Demus
worthy of a sleeved-coat, though it were winter. But I pre·
sent you with this one here. [Gives 'him a coat.]

DEM. Themistocles never once thought of such a device,
And yet that device of his, too, was a clever one, his Pireeus.
Yet, however, it does not appear to me to be a greater con-
tri vance than the coat.

CLE. Ah me, miserable man Iwith what jackanape's tricks
you harass me !

S. S. Not so; but as is the case with a man in liquor
when nature calls, I am using your mannerst as I would your
slippers.

CLE. You shall not surpass mc in flattery, for I will put
this on him besides. [Turning to tlte Sausage-seller.] A
plague take you, you rascal I

DEM. Bah I will you not be gone, with a plague to you?
smelling most abominably of the tan-yard.s

S. S. And on purpose, too, was he for putting this around

I "1st das denn etwa nicht zu toll, dass du so - podexkukestf ..
Droy,en.

I "'Ti~lour own plan; 'twas you began. As topers at a revel,
p.ess' on a sudden, rise at once, and seize without regarding
Their neighbour's slippers for the nonce, to turn into the garden.
I stand in short upon your shoes-I copy your behaviour,
And take and use for my own views your flattery and palaver."

Frerl.
• Wie wir beim \Vein, wenn '8 Wasser dringt, in fremde Schuhe

schhirfen
So werd' Ich deine Kiinste doch als Schlurren gebraucben diiJlo

fen," Droysm.
• Comp. Vesp. 38 Acham. 181
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you, that he may smother you. And before this he plotted
against you. Do you know that stalk of silphium.! which
became so cheap?

DEM. To be sure I know.
S. S. On purpose this fellow was anxious for it to be cheap,

that you might buy and eat, and then the dicasts might kill
each other2 in the Helirea with fizzling.

DEM. By Neptune, a stinkard also told this to me.3
S. S. Is it not the case that yo then became red with

blushes with fizzling?
DEM. Aye, by Jove, this device was one of Pyrrandrus's.
CLE. With what ribaldry you worry me, you villain!
S. S. For the goddess bade me conquer you with quackery
CLE. But you shall not conquer me. For I promise, n

Demus, to supply you with a bowl of pay to gulp down,. for
doing nothing.

S. S. But I give you a gallipot and ointment, to smear over
the slight sores on your shins. [Presents them.]

CLE. I will pluck out your grey hairs and make you a
young man.

S. S. (ojfering a !tare's scut). There, take a bare's scut" to
wipe your two little eyes. .

CLE. After you have blown your nose, Demus, wipe your
fingers upon my head.

S. S. Nay rather, upon mine.
CLE. Nay rather, upon mine. [Demul' bestows his dirt!}

preference on the Sausage-seller.] I will6 cause YOll to be 1\

1 Ie Du weisst doeh noeh, wie nc.ulieh
Die Silphionstengel mit einem Mal so billig wurden t" Droysell.

Who adds in his note, " It seems not improbable that Cleon greatly
promoted the trade with Cyrene, whence came the ifeater part of
their silpbium."

, See notes on Nub. 689. Av. l06~.
• .. A man of DlIngwich told me so." Walsh. cr. Ran. 526. Plut.261.
4 The allusion is to the donati.ms on festival days, 1Ihen the

COUrts were elosed, and the jurymen's pay suspended, Cf. note
on Vesp. 525.

• This present, as Silvern (Essay on the rijpaf: of Aristophanes, p.
147) observes, is a piece of arch roguery, and alludes to DeNUI
pohtical opthalmia.

• "I'll make you captain, and I'lltip
My gentleman a worn-out .hip,
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trierareh expending your own money, with an old vessel,
upon which you will never cease spending money or making
repairs, And I will contrive that you get a. rotten sail.

CHO. Thel man is bubbling up. Stop, stop boiling over.
We must drag from beneath him some of the firebrands, and
skim off some of the threats with this here ladle.'

CLE. You shall give me proper satisfaction,i being pressed
down by my taxes, for I will exert myself that YOll may be
enrolled among the rich.3

S. S. I will utter no threats; but I wish you the fol-
lowing: that your frying-pan of cuttle-fish may stand over
the fire frizzling, and that you, about to move a. decree con-
cerning the Milesians,4 and to gain a talent if you effect your
object, may hasten to fill yourself with the5 cuttle-fish before
you go to the assembly; and then, before you've eaten them,
!Ray a man come to fetch you, and may you, wishing to get
the talent, be choked with eating.

CHO. Capitall by Jove! by Apollo! by Ceres!
DEM. To me also he appears to be manifestly in other re-

spects, too, a good citizen, such as no man has ever been for
a long time towards the three-halfpenny mobocracy.6 While

On which you'll be obliged to spend
Your own good cash. There'll be no end
To laying out your mane, on't,
And making good whate er it want.
And I'll contrive, too, without fail,
That you shall get a rotten sail." Walsh.

1 "The fellow's bubbling up with ire.
Don't, don't boil over all the fire!
Come, pluck away some sticks, and let's
Make haste and ladle out some threats," TVall!.

• Vide Vesp. 453, 'raX' ~,.iv JW,1Erov I<a}.!}v UI<1Jv. .
• See BOckh's Puhl. B. Ath. ii. p. 293.
• .. Camp. 361. The historical allusion I know not," DrcY'"
• See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 56, 6, obs, 6•

.. Gedenkst dir erst noch vall mit Fisch
Den Wanst au fUll'n, dann vall vom Tisch
Zur Pnyx EU gehn," Droyml.

Properes sepiis te ingurgitare, priusquam in concionem eall."
-Bnnd.,

• "The worthiest that has been long since-the kindest
And best-disposed to the honest sober class ".
Of simple, humble, three-penny citizens,". FM-.: •

fl Unrre Obolenleut. tt Dr6Y'm. cr. n. 682. AYell, 1~,
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you, Paphlagonian, who say you love ms, have garlickcd me.!
And now give me back my ring, as you shall no longer be
my steward. ' -

OLE. Take it: but know thus much, that if you will not
permit me to be overseer, some other again more villanous than
I will appear.

DEM. It is not possible that this ring is mine. At all
events, the device appears different, unless 2 I do not see dis-
tinctly. ,

S. S. Come, let me see. 'Vhat was your device?
Dsx, A roasted olio of bull's f'at.3
S. S. Thereis not this in it.
DEM. Not the'olio? What then P!
S. S. -A gaping cormorant haranguing upon a rock.1I

DE~r. Alas, miserable man!
S. S. What is the matter?
DE3r. Take it out of the way: he had not mine, but that

of Cleonymus.6 But do you receive this from me, and be
my steward.

CLE. Not yet, pray, 0 master, I entreat you, until you
hear my oracles.

S. S. And mine then. ,
CLE. But if you accede to this fellow, you must become a

mere hide.T
,S. S. And if to this man, you must become completely

eircumcised.
CLE. But mine say that you must rule over,8 ev~ry country,

crowned with roses.

I "In other words, used unfair means to excite my ill temper."
Walsh.

S See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 69, +, obs, 6. Cf. vs.238, 1497.
a Cf. Vesp. 40. There is a play on the words Jripoc, peopho, and

8"1'11,. fat.
• See note on Lys. 193.
• The" rock," of course, is the f3ijpll of the Pnyx, and the" cor-

morant" refers to Cleon's rapacity. Cf. Vesp. 35. Ach.683. Pax,
680, and note on Thesm. 528.

• .. Cleonymus's emblem is a bird, to mark. his cowardice." Frw..
Cf. Ach. VII. 88., .

r See Liddell's Lex. voc- po"y6,. .
• See Kriiger'. Gr. Gr. § 50, 11, ebs, 11, and cbs, 12, and obi ...

Bnmclr.'. Yerli:n would require the article •
• 1Den geaammten Erdltrei.... nro,'fIII\,



96 THE KNIGHTS. 967-996.

S. S. While mine, on the other hand, eay, that with sn
embroidered purple robe and a diadem you shall pursue in 3
chariot of gold Smiqthe I and her husband.

Dssr, Well now, go and bring them. that this 2 man hen:
may hear them.

S. S. Certainly,
DEM. And do you then bring yours.
CLE. Very well.3
S. S. Very well, by Jove: there's nothing to hinder you.4

(Cleon and the S. S. hurry out.]
Cuo. 1\1ostsweet will be the light of day to all those pre-

sent, and to those who are5 coming, if Cleon perish. And yet
I heard some very crabbed 6 old fellows disputing in the Law
Exchange.? that if this fellow had not become great in the
state, there would not have been two useful utensils, a pestle II

or a ladle. But this also I wonder at in his swinish musical
taste; for the boys who went to school with him say that he.
constantly adapted his lyre to the Dorian 9 mode alone, and
was not willing to learn any other. And then, that the harp-
master,IO being enraged, gave orders to take him away, "since
this youth is not able to learn any mode, except the Bribery-
mode." [Re-enter Cleon and S. S., hoth heavil!/ laden with
papers.]

1 II This is probably the Smicythus who is found in some inscrip-
tions of this period. The poet gives his name a feminine termination
in allusion to his propensities." Dr0Y8en. Camp. Nub. 690, 691.
J n J,,:.tu there is tlie same play on its two different meanings as ill
Ach.700.

t OUTOr: = lyw. Cf. vs. 1098. Aves, 311 1123. Nub. 141. Lys
1087. Brunck, Frere, and Droysenl I!'ive this verse to Cleon.

a The ordinary use of this word In replies. See vs, 121, 157.
Ach. 434. Nub. 255, 825. Pax, 962.

, See note on Aves, 463.
, "The allusion is to the allies, who will he coming in a couple

cf months to pay in their tribute." Drogsen,
• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 49, 10, obs, 4.
, In the Pirreus there was a Sample-Vlarket or Exchange, where

merchants met to exhibit their sampThfi and traasact business.
Accordingly, the poet Jestingly gives the old Heliasts a sample-
market for their wares, 1. e. for suita and actions-a sort of a" Law
Exchange:' See note on Lys. 557.

• Vide Pac. 269.
• In .1"'pLaTl there is a pun on 8WPOIl, II 6ribB. See not. on Vecp .

85. This is brought out more plainly in VB. 998. .
10 Se! N'lb. 964.
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CLEON, SA.USA.GE'SELLER,DEMUS, CUORUS.

CLE. There, see I and yet I bring not all out I
S. S. All me, how I want to ease myself, and yet I brin~

not all out.
DEM. What are these?
CLE. Oracles.
DEM. All?
CLE. Do you wonder? By Jove, I have still a chest full.
S. S. And I have an upper- room and two cut-houses full.
DEM. Come, let me see: why, whose in the world are

the oracles?
CLE. Mine are Bacis's.!
DEM. And whose are yours?
S. S. Glanis's, elder brother of Bacis.
DEM. What are they about?
CLE. About Athens, about Pylos, about you, about me,

about every thing.
DEM. And what are yours about P
S. S. About Athens, about lentil·broth, about the Lace-

dremonians, about fresh mackerel, about those who measure
their barley unfairly in the market-place, about you, about
!!le.-May this here fellow tumble and tread on his nose!

DEM. Come now, see that you read them to me, and that
notables one about me, with which I am delighted, "That
I shall become an eagle3 in the clouds."

CLE. Hear now, and give me your attention. [Unrolls
!iis papers.] "Son of Erectheus, take heed of the way of the
oracles,' which Apollo uttered for you from the sanctuary by
means of highly-prized tripods. lIe ordered you to preserve
the sacred dog5 with jagged teeth, who by snarling in your

I Compo vs. 123. Glanis, of course, is an impromptu inventloa
on the part of the Sausage-seller.

... • See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 61, 7, obs, 7. Cf. note on Lys. 316.
• See note on Av.978. It may be doubted whether Liddell's

explanation (Lex. voc. aifTOf:) be correct. .
• cr. Eur. Med. 766. Hipp. 290.

.. Achte den Pfad der Orakel," DrOYSfllI.
I The same epithet is applied to Cleon in Vesp. 103+,and Pac. 741

.. a),evw in Attic writers takes only a" acctUatiflll with the infinitive:
In Jlomer and Polybius occasionally a datiflll with the infinitiv .. ••
lCriigllf". . H
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defence and barking dreadfully in your behalf, will provide
you pay; and if he do not this, he will perish. For many
daws, through hatred, croak at him." , "

DEM. By Ceres, I do not know what these things mean.
For what has Erectheus 1 to do with jackdaws and -,a
dog?

CLE. I am the dog, for I howl in your defence, and Phcebus
ordered you to preserve me, your dog. '

S. S. The oracle does not say-this, but this here dog gnaws
at the oracles, as he does your door. For I have it correctly
about this dog.' -- .' -. .

DEY. Read it, then: but first I'll take a stone, leet .the
oracle about the dog bite me.1 . . , , -

S. S. .. Beware, son of Erectheus, of the kidnapping dog
Cerberus, who, fawning upon you with his tail, watching
when you are dining, will consume your victuals, whenever
you gape any other way: and he will often go secretly into
your kitchen 4 by night, like a dog, and lick clean your plates
and islands." '

DEM. Far better, 0 Glanis, by Neptune 15 .' ,.
• CLE. Good sir, hear, and then decide :-" There is a wo-
man, and she shall bring forth a lion in sacred Athens, who
in behalf of the people shall tight with many gnats; 88 if de-
fending6 his whelps. Him do thou guard, having made a
wooden wall and iron towers,"! Do you know what these
mean? -, ' •

DEY. By Apollo, not I. . _ "-:' --, . .' i
CLE. The god Clearly ordered you !I) 'preserve me. For I

am in the place of the lion to y?u. : " ' . '.' '
. .

I See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 48, 3, obs, II.' .- ..
I .. I've got the genuine truth about the dog." WaliA.

.. Sondem dieser Hund ' .
Beuagt die Gotterspriiehe gleich 'ner Gutterthiir.' .: . . - -: .'
Ganz deuliich steht bei mir von dem Ilund geschrleben," Dr0V_.

• U Meanwhile I'U pick a stone up for the nonce " ... '-~,
For rear the dog in the oracle should bite-me.'1- Frere;~-' 4

• By the U kitchen" is meant the Prytaneum; arid "clc I1JjcrOWC..
rap4l rpocr8oltlav for ras: xvrpac.' cr. Vesp. 904. ~ -", '

• "By Neptune. Glanis, you have beat him hollow:' - 'YMItr":-
• Join1l'fp&{3l/3.'lIt':'C.cr. Hom.'Il.xvii.l3J8.'\' '. . : -
f 8pe Thirlwau's Hid. Greece, U. p. 29'" ~., ..

:, \

'.
I'
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DEM. Why, how have you beco~e'" Iion like b1 without my
knowing it? ' ', .. '" "-. :'.• ' ,:.", .. . . . .

S. S. One part of the oracles he purposely does not inform
you of, which is2 the only iron wall and wood whereinLoxias
ordered you to keep this fellow, ' .:' .

DEM. How then did the god declare this? "0 ..' I

S. S. He bade you bind this fellow-here in the nve-holJd
pillory.3 " . , ,- . - " .. " ,

DE!!r. These4 oraclesseem to me soon about to be accom-
plished. . - ..'

CLE. Do not believe him; for envious crows croak at me.
But love the hawk, remembering him in your mind, ~ho
bound and brought you the )'oung ravens of the Lacedse-
monians,"

S. S. Assuredly the Paphlagonian hazarded this when' he
was drunk.6 0 foolish son of Cecrops, why do you consider
this deed a great one? " Even a woman can bear a burden,
when a man may put it upon ber;" but she' cannot fight, fur
she would 7 be in a fright if she were to fight. .' }

CLE. But take heed of this-a Pylos in front of a Pylos,
which he declared to you. "There is a Pylos in front of a
Pylos." .

DElL What does this mean, "in front of a Pyles ?"i

• Camp. SUvern, Essay on The Clouds, p. 73.. .
• "Was allein die eherne Mauer bedeutet und aas Holz,

'Vorin dir Loxias aorgsam ihn zu bewahren gebot." Droy.en.
• Aristot. Rhet. iii. x. 7, 1''\ p~ Ullial1l/al ~I1l1xiav ayflv ~1rO Tij,

·UX'/!:, iv 'lrfVT'f!1vpiyy'l'1'611'1'OlOfpEVOV. Cf. Lys. 680. . .
• ",That prophecy seeI?s likely to be verified." Frere.

• Vide Thucyd. lib. iv. 41, K0I"a96VTloIv 01 Twv avop';v ol',AI/'lvaio,
{3o{').fll!1aV oll1poit; piv aVToilt; ,/>V>'Izl111UV,11:. T. >..

• The reason why the poet uses the strong term p,Owl/lit; may be
collected from Thuc,-d.1ib. iv. 28, Toit; oi 'A9'lvaiolt; iVE""!1' pi .. TIII:ai
,.lAloI~ot; T~ .II:ov~.o~O'f1l1«vToii; ,and from c. 39, II:ai roii KAl"'JlOt; II:a....lfI
I'/IV'IoIO"t; oVI1a ., V'lrO!1X,O',t;a""i3'l' . -' .' . .

r Avis to be repeated with x'"aITo. See Kruger! Gr. Gr. , 69, 7,
obs. 4. The preceding verse is from the .. Little I iad," .. .'

• U There was an ancient oracle, the words of which were,
C P>:los in front of a Pylas, • .
And still there'. remaming a Pylos.'

It-Is quoted br Strabo (p.' 339) to prove the existence 01 thr'"
,lacea of thiJ name in the Peloponneae, Cleon appear. to in.in •.~
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S. S. He says he will seize the bathing-tubs in the bath.
DEM. And I shall be to-day unwashed, for this fellow has

stolen away our bathing-tubs.
S. S. But this oracle here is about our navy, to which YOI1

m'J8t by all means give your attention.
DElI. I attend: but do you read, how, in the first place,

their pay shall be paid to my sailors,'
S. S. "Son of 1Egeus, beware of the dog-fox, lest it de-

ceive you, biting' in secret, swift of foot, the crafty thief,
cunning." Do yon know what this is?

DEM. Phllostratus the dog-fox.3
S. S. He does not say this; but this fellow here is always

asking for swift ships to levy tribute: these Loxias forbids
you to 4 grant him.

DEM. How, pray, is a trireme a dog-fox?
S. S. How? Because your trireme and your dog are swift.
DEM. How, then, was" fox" added to "dog?"
S. S. He compared the soldiers to little foxes,&because they

eat the clusters of grapes in the farms.
DEl!. 'VeIl, where is the pay for these little foxes?
S. S. I will supply it, and that too within three days.'

But further, hearken to this oracle, in which the son of Latona
ordered you to beware of Cyllene,7 lest she deceive you?

DEM. What Cyllene P
S. S. lIe rightly represented this fellow's hand as a "Cyl-

Iene," because he says" put into my bent hand."8

ate
f

that he himself is the Pylos, who stands in front of the real
Py 0' to defend it." JVal.th.

J "Yes, I'll attend-I wish it would tell me, how
To pay my seamen their arrear of wages." }'TWB.

t Vide Blomf. Gloss. Theb. vs. 379.
r So Xatp.~wv Jj vvn.p1r:, Aves, 156-10. For this eonstruction, see

Reisig, Pref. Nub. p, xxvi. Suvem, Essay on The Clouds, p, 131.
cr. Av. 1295. According to the Scholiast, he was a brothel-keeper •
. • See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 12 obs.3.

I Vide Theocrit, Idyll. i. 48; Varr. de Re Rust. i. viii. Solomon ..
Song ii, 15, " Take us the foxes, the little foze" tbat spoil the vlnesr
for our vines have tender grapes." .

• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs, 13.
, Vide Cramer's Greece, vol. iii. p. 83. Liddell's Lex, vee,

ItaAioJlal. Compo Nub. 863.
• We learn from t.be Scboliast, that Athenian informers, while

threatening their victims were in the habit of llipping out thai!
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CLE. You 1 do not understand it rightly; for" in Cyllene
Pheebus rightly hinted at the hand of Diopithes.t But in-
deed 3 I have a winged oracle about you, .. that you become
an eagle, and rule over every land."

S. S. For I also 4 have one, which says you shall rule both
over the land and the Red Sea too, and that you shall give
judgment at Ecbatana, licking up seed-cakes.

CLE. But I have seen a vision, and the goddess herself ap-
peared to me to pour health and wealth over the people with
a ladle.

S. S. Yes, by Jove, for I also have seen one; and the god-
dess herself appeared to me to come from the citadel, and an
owl to be sitting upon her, and then to pour upon each head
with a bucket-ambrosia over thee-over this fellow garlick-
pickle.

Dssr, Huzza! huzza! No one then, it appears, is wiser
than Glanis.5 Accordingly, now 1here commit myself to you,
to guide me in my dotage and educate me afresh.

CJ.E. Nay, not yet, I beseech you, but stop, since Iwill pro-
vide you with barley and sustenance e\'ery day.

DEll. I cannot bear to hear of barley: often have I been
deceived by you and Tbuphanesf

CLE. But I will forthwith provide you with barley-meal
ready prepared.

S. S. And I barley-scones" thoroughly kneaded, and fishes
which have been roasted. Do nothing else except eat.

bent hand from under their cloaks, intimating thcreb, that they
would stop all proceedings for a pecuniary" consideration;"

I "Nicht recht deutet er 's dir I" DrO?jsen.
• .. Forte hie Diopcithes ex aliqua probrosa causa manum amise

rat." Casaub, Cf. Vesp. vs. 380. Av.988. He was an orator, and
was accused of taking bribes. He was laughed at by the comic
poets for being half-cracked. See ThirlwaU, Ilist, Greece, iii. p. 89 •
•• As he was an associate of Nicias, he was, of course, opposed to
Cleon." Droysen,

a See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 69, 14-, obs, 4. For 7ra<J'lt, see note on
966, supra.

l See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, obs. 21.
• See note on Vesp. 451. Vs, 1199 is from the Peleus of Sophocles.

See Suvern, Essay on the rijpat of Aristophanes, p, 1I1l, ,ego
I See note on Vesp" 718.
f See Lid. Lex. in voc. patia[1/. These, one would imagine, could

'111~b~ ,"err al)petillin~ Il~hnie.,if tper bpl"t!~nl mcmbl<l'I~1! t':'
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DE~f. :Make haste, then, with what ye are going to do; f->l'
I will deliver the reins of the Pnyx to him, whichever of yl>u.
again, confers more benefits upon me.

Cr,E. I will run in first. .
S. S. Certainly not, but I will [Cleon and the S. S. run

~J
Cao. 0 Demus, you possess a fine sovereignty, when all

mec dread you as a tyrant. Yet you are easily led by the
nose, and you delight in being flattered 1 and cajoled, and gape
open-mouthed at whoever happens to be2 speaking, and your
mind, though present, is abroad.3

DEM. There is no sense in your locks.! when you think me
not to be in my sound senses. But I drivel thus on purpose.
For I myself delight to cry for drink every day, and wish to
bring up a I thievish minister; and him, when he is glutted, I
take up and strike.
t~ CBO. And in this way you would be doing well, if, as you
say, very great prudence-is in this habit of yours, if you pur-
posely bring up these in the Pnyx like public victims, and
then, when you have no food, sacrifice and feast upon one of
these, whichever 6 is fat.

DEM. Observe me, if I cleverly overreach them, those who
fancy they are wise, and that they humbug me. For I am al-
ways watching them while stealing, pretending not to see
them; and then I compel them to disgorge again whatever

their successors in North Lonsdale. The reading in the following
verse seems singularly inapt. That ror,.s.ov lnrrov can under any
circumstances mean" roasted fish" I utterly disbelieve •• See Kru.
ger's Gr. Gr. § 50, 8.

a cr, Aeh. 635. Thue.lii. 38. Aristot. Polito ii. 12.
S See Kroger's Gr. Gr. § 50, 8, obs. 9, and § 60, 10, obs. II. Cf.

Monk, Ale. 710. Blomf. Gloss. Prom. 973.
I See Ach. 399 •

.. Und sitzend verlierst du dann den Witz in den Wolken." Droy_.
• .. Usually worn bY'young men of birth and opulence." Wau".cr. Ach. 680. Lidd. Lex. vee, I<o}la.,. .• ,I,often = our indefinite article a. See VB. 400, which has been

misunderstood even by Porson; Av. 1292; Plato, Legg. p. 856, D
Shakspeare, Hamlet, act iv. BC. 2, II When he needs what you have
gleaned, it is but Iqueezing you, and, sponge, you shall be dry
again."

• For this relative clause, see KrUger's Gr. Gr •• 41, 13. ob•• 2-
And for 1raX~'. see Vesp. 288. Pax, 689 .
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they steal from me, putting the ballot-box like a probe down
their throats. [Cleon and the S. S. return.'

CLE. Begone to the devil out of the way r
S. S. Do you, you pestilent fellow!
CLE. 0 Demus, in truth I have been sitting ready long,

long ago, wishing to benefit you.' •
S. S. And I ten times as long ago,' and twelve times as

long ago, and a thousand times as long r.go, and very long
ago, long ago, long ago.

DEM. And I with waiting for you have been detesting you
both thirty thousand times as long ago, and very long ago,
long ago, long ago.

S. S. Do you know, then, what you are to do 13

DEM. Ir I do not, you shall tell me.
S. S. Start me and this fellow here from the starting-post,

that we may confer favours on you on equal terms.
DEM. I must do so. Begone'

,CLE. Very well I
DEM. Run!

. S. S. I don't suffer him to cut in before me. rBoth run o.ff.J
DEM. Well, by Jove, I shall be mightily blest to-day by

my lovers, or I shall grow' conceited. [Re-enter Cleon ana
s. S.]

CLE. You see, I am the first to bring out a seat for you.
S. S. Yet not a table; 5 but I am days and days before you.

[Demus sits down.]
CLE. See I I am bringing you this barley-scone kneaded

from the barley of Pylos.
S. S. And I bread-spoons scooped out by the goddess with

her ivory hand. .
DEM.(talting one up). What6 a huge finger, then, you have,o mistress!

I "Dear people, I've been sitting here, prepared
And anxious to do you good, for these three ages." War.h.

, "And I for these ten ages, and twelve ago_,
And for these thousand ages, ages, ages," Walsh.

• See Elmsley on Soph. Rex, U3.
• I Zu verwi)hnt." Drov.en.
• .. But not a table ;.I'm the ,finte.' there." W~sh·

• See note I'D Veep. 1-:I
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CLE. And I pea-soup of a good colour and excellent j and
Pallas fighting at the gates stirred it up.

S. S. Evidently the goddess watches over you, Demus, and
now she holds over you a pot full of broth.

DEM. Do you think this city could any longer be governed,
if she did not evidently hold her pot 2 over us?

CLE. The soarer of hosts presented you with this slice of
salt-fish.

S. S. And the daughter of a strong father sent you flesh
boiled with broth,3 and a slice of tripe, and belly, and paunch.

DEM. She did well in remembering the Peplus.!
CLE. She of the Gorgon crest bade you eat some of this

pancake, that we may row our vessels well.s
S. S. Take now these also. [Hands him the tripe.]
DEM. And what am I to do with these guts?
S. S. The goddess sent them you on purpose as belly-timber

for the triremes;6 for she manifestly watches over the navy.
Take and drink a mixture of three parts water and two
part' wine. [He hands him a bowl tifwine.]

DEM. (drinAs). 0 Jupiter, how sweet, and how well it
bears the three!

S. S. For Tritogenia mixed it three to two.'
CL1~. Accept now from me a slice of rich cheese-cake.
S. S. But from me the whole! of this here cheese-cake.

I In this there is an allusion to the afl'air at Pylos •
.. Die Pallas selbst, die Pyloskiimpferin, durchgeriihrt." Droyse»,

I Said lI'apa 7rP0rJooIC;av for rl}v Xlipa. cr. vs. 1296. Pax, 710.
Av. 671, 1653. Soph. El. 615. Thuc, i. 22, 76; ii. 18,20,49, 83,
93 j iii. 11, 89; vi. 18; viii. 66, 68, 103. Herod. ii. 135; iii. 22,
35; vii. 3. Demosth. Mid. p, sio, E. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § H, 12.
obs.6.

I Of Imeig'nen Fett gebraten." Droysen.
• Compo vs. 566, supra, For the construction, see Kruger's Gr.

Gr. § 56, 8, obs. 1.
I ..The Gorgon-crested goddess bids you eat

or this pulled-fowl, to lielp us pull our galley'." TVal.h.
• " Mit gutem Bedacht verehret es

Zu Ribben rur deine neuen Schifl'e die Gottin dir." DrC1f~.
, .. Aye, the Threician Pallas thrl'eified it." Wala.\ •

.. Auch hat Tritonia ja besorgt die Drlttel mg," T~
, See 1\rii\:,cl's Gr. Or. f 50, 11, Qb~.~,
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CLl:. (running to his basket). Well, you will have no means
of giving I hare's flesh; but I shall,

S. S. Ah me! whence shall I have hare's flesh? Soul of
mine, now devise some low trick!

CLE. (holding up the basket). Do you see this, you poor
wretch?

S. S. I care little. For, see! yonder2 people are coming
to mel .

CLE. What people P
S. S. Ambassadors with purses of money.
CLE. (looking f'ound). Where? where?
S. S. What's that to you ? Won't you let the foreigners

alone? [Steals the hare's flesh.] My little Demus, do you
800 the hare's flesh which 1am bringing to you?

CLE. Ah me, miserable! Unjustly have you filched away
what was mine.

S. S. Aye, by Neptune,3 for you also did so to the prison-
ers at Pylos.

DEll. (laughing). Tell me, I entreat you; how did you
contrive to steal it?

S. S. The device was the goddess's-the theft mine.!
CLE. But I ran the hazard.
S. S. And I roasted it.
DEM. (to Cleon). Be offl For5 the thanks belong to him

who served it up.
CLE. Ah me," unhappy 1 I shall be surpassed in impu-

dence.
S. S. Why do you not decide, Demus, which of us two is

the better man towards you and towards your belly?
DEY. By the use of what proof, pray, shall I appear to the

audience to decide between you wisely?
S. S. I will tell you: go and seize upon my chest in silence,

I lJare's flesh bein~ considered a great delicacy, gave rise to the
proverb, I" 'lr'aO'I ).aY'I'0I!:; vide Vesp. 709.

t See KrUger's Gr. Gr. § 50, 11, obs, 22; § 51,7, obs. 9. MOllk,
.~lc. 138. Dawes, M. C. 558.

• .. Just as you did the prisoners at Pyles,' Frere. See Krufer"
Gr. Gt:-.169t 32, obs. 21 i. and for the pregnant construction 0 the
prepositton, lb. § 50, 8, ODS. 17; and' 68, 17, ObB. 3.

f cr. Ran. 1471.
I See note on Nub. 232. Compo Kruger, Gr. Gr. t 67, 14, 015. "

• II Confound it, I ahall be o4t.-impudepcr<\," Walt"
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and examine what there is in it, and that of the Paphlsgo-
nian; and doubtless you'll judge rightly. _

DEll'. Come, let me see; what, then, is there in it?
S. S. (opening the chest). Do you not sec that it is empty,

dear little papa? for I have set all before you. _
DEll'. This chest is a friend of the people.
S. S. At any rate, walk this way also to that of the Pnph-

lagonian. [Opens Cleon's chest.] Do you see these?
DEll'. Ah me, thc number I of good things with which it is

filled! What a prodigious cheese-cake he has stowed away!
while he cut off and gave me only this tiny bit.

S. S. Such things, however, he used to do aforetime also ;
he used to offer you a little of what he received, but used tc
set before himself the greater part.

DEll, 0 abominable fellow! did you deceive me then, in
stealing these? "while I crowned you and 2 made you pre- .
sents,"

CLE. I stole for the good of the state.3
DEM. Quickly lay down the chaplet, that I may put it

upon this man.
S. S. Lay it down quickly, you knave I!
CLE. Certainly not, since I have a Pythian oracle, which

mentions by whom alone I must be conquered.
S. S. Aye, which mentions my name, and very distinctly.
CLE. lrell now, I wish to examine you by a test, if in any

wise you shall agreeS with the oracles of the god. And first
I will inquire of you thus much: To what teacher's school did
you go when a child?

S. S. I was taught with cuffs in the singeing-pits.6
CLE. How 8ay you? How" the oracle affects my soul l

Well-What style of wrestling did yon learn in the school
of the gymnastic-master?

I Compo Av. 143. For vs, 1219, see note on Av. 670.
t .. A manifest quotation from some unknown poet, who wrote ir

!I provincial dialect." lValsh.
• "I stole on principle for the public service." Frere, -

f .. Non manum abstines, ma8tigia," Terent- Adelph. act'v. il ...
Vide Facciolati in v. .

• See Schneidewin ad Soph. Aj. 431.
• Athenian hogs were .ingell. not ,caltle4, .". .,
, II The solemn versea of Cleon are taken from lome tragic poet !

.: leGit they have a very tragic eolouriag," PrON'''' • '
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S. S. When stealing,' to forswear and look them in the face.
CLE. "0 Phoebus.t Lycian Apollo, what in the world will

you do to me?" 'Vhat trade had you when come to man's
estate?

s. S. I sold sausages, and als03 wenched a little.
CLE. Ah me, unhappy! "No longer am I aught. Very

slender is the hope upon which we ride."! And tell me thus
much: did you sell sausages, pray, in the market-place, or
ut the gates? 5

S. S. At the gates, where the dried fish is sold.
CLE. Ah me ! the oracle of the god is aceomplished I "Roll

within this wretched man."6 :.Mychaplet, fare thee well!
albeit? I leave thee unwillingly. Some other one will take
and possess thee: a greater thief he cannot be; more fortunate,
perhaps, he may.s [Exit Cleon.]

S. S. Hellenic Jove! thine is the prize of victory.
DElIOSTH. Oh hail, thou splendidly victorious! and remem-

ber that by my means you have become a man. And I ask
you a trifling favour, that I may be your Phanus, secretary
of indictments.t

I "Zu stehlen, abzuschwiiren, frech ins Gesicht zu sehen,"
Droysen.

t According to the Scholiast, this verse is taken from the TelephUl
of Euripides.

• Compo Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 69/ 32, obs, 20.
• Cf. Soph. Aj. 1245. Theoc. I. VB. 1. "Clearly a quotation from

some tragedy, The whole of this scene is in a vein of burlesque
tragic solemnity," Wal.oh.

• II Cleon purposely puts the question in such a manner that the
Sausage-seller may, if possible, give the wrong answer, and so save
Cleon:' Droysen.

• This verse is taken from the Bellerophon of Euripides. .. Cleon
summons the directors of the theatrical machinery, to have their
artistic skill in r .. diness, and to wheel him into the house by means
of the encyclema." Droysen. Compo Tbesm, 265.

, See Lidd. Lex. in voc. ICal, ii. 2.
• A parody on Eurip, Ale. 179•
.. Nun lebe wohl, 0 Kranz, Ich scheid' ungern von dir!
o Kranz, ein andrer wird ~ar bald besitzen dich,
Im Stehlen grosser nicht, vlelleicht an Gluck denn Ich," Droy,m.

With UVIC ely we must supply the preceding verb in the optative.
See KrUger, Gr. Gr. § 62, i, obs. I, and § 69, 7, obs. 2.

• "The metre of this line is redunttant, (the first syllable o!
.ayoc: beinJ long,) though Valerius (on Harpocration, p, 228) and
D'Orville \on Chariton, p. 6) quote i~,without luspiclon. AmenJ
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DEM. Tell me, what is your name?
S. S. Agoracritus, for I was maintained by litigation in

the market-place.
DElIr. Then I commit myself to Agoracritus, and deliver

up this here Paphlagonian.

AGQRACRITGS.
AGOR. WeU now, Demus, I will tend you excellently, so

that you confess that you have seen no man better than me
for the city of the Gapenians.! [Exeunt Demus and Agora-
critu.s.]

Cao. What is more noble for people beginning, or for peo-
ple concluding, than to sing of the drivers of swift steed8,2-
and with willing heart to give no offence to Lysistratus, or
Thumantis the homeless? For this fellow, 0 dear Apollo,
ever hungers, touching thy quiver with copious tears at divine
Delphi, so as not to be miserably poor.

To revile the wicked is in no wise invidious; but it is
an honour to the good, if any consider+ rightly. If there-
fore the man, who must hear much abuse from me, had been
known himself, I would not make mention of a man my
friend.. But now everyone knows5 Arignotus, who knows

it from Suidas, v. ~avo!:. ·011"1011: leroflal em;" PorSOIi in Cens, Pha-
nus was a creature of Cleon's. See Vesp, 1220.

I See note on Acharn. 635.
I A parody upon a fragment of Pindar. Lysistratus was a poor

poet. See Ach. 8ee. Vesp. 781, 1308. Fragm. i, Thumantis wal
a prophet in similar circumstances. The former had managed to
procure a lucrative appointment at Delphi •

.. Was echoneres kann zum Beginnen
Oder zu Schlusse man singen,

Als der schnell hin stiirmenden Rosse Gewaltiger ]
Auf Lysistratos nur nichts !

Noeh Thumantis wieder mit Willen der heimathlose )la11l' 7\11::
Ziel des Hohns," Drogsen.

For the Jl.articiple;!, see note on Lys. 556.
, See Kruger's lir. Gr. § .51, 13, obs, 12.

f .. Now if he, whose nasty penchant
Must be satirized, had been

Known himself, I would not mention
One I love; 'twfluld be a sin." Wal.A.

See Append. to Harper'." Powere of the Greek Tenses," ancIql.~1
on Av.188.

• Sce 1\.riiger'. Gr. Gr. , lil, lO, ob•. 'I.
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either white, or the Orthian strain. He has, theil, a brother,
not akin to him in disposition, the vile Ariphrades.1 But he
even lrefers this vileness. Now he is not only vile-for I
shoul not even have heard of him, if he had been only this,
nor yet most villanous, but he hag also invented something
besides.' For he employs himself in committing unheard-of
obscenities, composing Polymnestean poems and associating
with Olonichus.s Whoever, therefore, does not detest such
a fellow exceedingly, shall never drink out of the same cup
with us.

Of a truth 4 I have oftentimes been engaged in nightly
meditations, and have sought whence in the world Cleonymus
feeds poorly. For they say that 11e,&feeding on the property
of the rich, would not come forth from the cupboard j while
the others nevertheless used 6 to entreat him: "Come, lord,
by thy knees, come forth and pardon the table."

They say that the triremes came together for a conference
with each other, and that one of them said, who was more
advanced in years, "lIave ye not heard, ye virgins, these
doings in the city? They say that a certain person requires
a hundred of us for Chalcedon, a rascally citizen, sour-tem-
pered 7 Hyperbolus," And they say that this appeared to the
others to be shameful and not to be borne, and that one of them
said, who had not come nigh man: "Thou averter of ill, he

I Compo Eccl. 129. Vesp.1280. Pax, 383.
• co. Scamp,' however, he delights in-

Yet he's not a I scamp' alone i-
None would notice such a slight sin

In this scamp-abounding town." Walsh.
II But the wretch is grown inventive, eager to descend and try
Undiscover'd, unattempted depths of filth and infamy." F,."~.
• The first of these was a Colophonlan harper. Both were ad.

dieted to the same practices as Ariphrades, I liave here designedly
slurred over three verses, as the vices mentioned were too horrid til
be even hinted at. II See Vesp. 1275. Polymnestes had been the
author of some bawdy poems." Droy8en.

• II on hab' Ich in niichtlicber Stille
Her mich und hin mich besonnen,

Nachgeforscht tiefgril.belnd, woher so Wle gar nichta
Essen kann Cleonymos." Dro,.en.

• See note on VB. 117';, IUprcJ.
• See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. I 54, 12, cbs. 6, and I II, 10, obi. a.
, See Thuc. viii. 71.
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shall certainly never rule over me; 'but'if 1must;'! 'Will ~e~e
grow old, rotted by wood-worms. ' Neither'~hpll.Ai rule ovt:~
Nauphante, daughter of Nauson; certainly not, ye gods;.ir
indeed I also was constructed of fir and timbers! But if'this
content the Athenians, I move that we sail to the 'Theseum, I
or to the august goddesses,2 and sit as suppliants. For he
shall not laugh at the city by being our commander. Nay, let
him sail alone by himself to the crows, if he will, having
launched the trays in which he used to sell his lamps.' [Re-
enter Agoracritus.] '.

AGOR. You must use words of good omen, andelose the
mouth, and abstain from evidence, and shut up the law-courts,
in which this city delights; and the audience must chaunt the
prean at our new successes. " :~... ..':' '"

ClIO. 0 thou light of sacred Athens; and protector of the
islands, with what good news have you come, at which 3 "'6
should fill the streets with the steam of burnt sacrifice?' .

AGOR. I have boiled down 4 your Demus. and made him
beautiful from being ugly. ' ,

Cno. Why, where is he now, 0 thou5, who inventest won-
drous devices? ' '

AGOR. He is dwelling in the violet-crowned, 6 the ancient
Athens. ' , . "

Cao, ,Vould we could see him 17 What sort of a dress has
he? What sort of a person has he become? - '

AGOR. Such as when he used to mess with Aristides and
Miltiades in olden time. Ye shall see him, for now there is a
noise of the, Propykea ge~ting~opened. , B~t. shout aloud at

- • • - _0.

•I Vide Person in Ce~sur. apud ~.J~s.:C;it. Cant. vol. ii, 'P. 1.19.
Cr. Av, 337. Vesp. 250, 270. .Thesm, 428r and va. 654, .upra.. '

J "They ca' themi''' said Mr. Jarvie in a whisper, " Davine Schie,
vbilk signifies, as understand, men of peace i meaning thereby
to make their good will." Rob Roy. ' In allusicn to the, Fairies.
H~nce. also" Robin .l!oodjellow." Compo Shakspeare, Midsummer
Nlght 8 Dream, aet 11. BC. 2. .' . - , .

• Vide Monk ad Alcest. 1174; N ostr, Av. 1233. , '
• There is here an allusion to the legend of Medea and .£son.cr. Siivern on the rtjpal: of Aristophanes, r.. 143. •
• For the participle with interjections, c •Av.l74, 822,1175,1721.
• Vide Acharn. VB. 637. v

, See note on Acb. 991: Lidd. Lex;' • .::" iii. 3' and tor .ol&i: ,.,cr. n. 1339. Nub. 765. Vesp.550. Kriiiet, Gr. Gr. t 61,16, obs.',
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the appearance of the ancient Athens, both wondrous, and
much sung of, where the illustrious Demus dwells.

Oao, 0 sleek,' and violet-crowned, and much to be envied
Athens I show to us the monarch of Greece. and of this land.
EHere the folding-doors of the Acropolis are throum open, and
Demus is seen sitting upon a throne, gorgeously dressed in the
fruhion of the Jfarathonian times, and in all the Lloom oj
1outh.] . •

AGOR. Lo! there he is for you to behold, wearing the
cicada,2 conspicuous in his olden garb, not smelling of shells,3
but of peace, anointed with myrrh.'

Cno, Hail, thou king of the Grecians! 'Ve also rejoice
with thee; for thou rarest in a manner worthy of the city and
of the trophy at Marathon.

DEli. 0 dearest of men, come hither, Agoracritus! How
much good you have done me by having boiled me down 1

AGOR. I? But, my good friend, you do not know what
sort of a person you were before, nor what you did: for other-
un,t you 'Would consider me a god.

-DEM.What6 did I before this, and what sort of a man was
I? tell me. .

AGOR.-In the first place, whenever anyone said in the as-
sembly, "Demus, I am your lover, and I love you, and care

:. ,CI 0 Athensl anointed and violet-crown'd,
And envied by numerous nations'

Exhibit the king of the Attic ground,
. - . .- "And of aU the land of the Grecians." JVal.rh.cr, Ach. 639.

-' "There, see html behold l with the jewels of gold _
, . Entwined in his nair, in the fashion of old;

. Not dreaming of verdicts or dirty decrees;
But lordly, majestic, attired at his ease,
Perfuming all Greece with an odour of peace." Frere.

cr. note on VB. 1196. "The old Athenians wore a golden cicada ill
their hair, in token of their being aborigines of the Boil; for the
eicada, according to the proverb, was' a child of the 80il.''' VOII.
Cf. Argument to the Aves.

, See note on Vesp. 333.
• "Expunge the comma after 1r2l'ova.;;v," Wal.rA •

•, Von dem Balsamduft nur umwalt gluckseligen Friedens," lWar411lo.

Compo Silvern; Essay on the rijpac: of Aristophanea, p. l~
• See Matthia, Gr. Gr. I449, 9. Jell, I872, g. -



for you, and atone I provide for you;" whenever any one used
these preambles, you used to clap your wings and crow, and
hold your Ile~ulhigh,

DEM. What, I?
Aeon, And then in return for this, he cheated you and

went off.
DEM. What do JOU say? Did they treat me thus, and I

. not perceive it?
AGO&. Aye, by Jove, and your ears used to be opening and

shutting again, just like a parasol.
DEU. Had I become so senseless and doting?
AGO&' And, by Jove, if two orators+ were speaking, the

one recommending to build ships of war, the other, on the
contrary, to spend this in paying the dicasts, the one who
spoke of the pay, having outstripped the one who spoke of
the triremes, used to go his way.3 IloIlo you! Why do you
liang down your head? Will you not remain in your
place?

DEM. In truth I am ashamed at my former faults.
AGO&' You were not to blame for this,-do not be con-

cerned,-but those who deceived you in this. But4 now
tell me: if any lick-spittle advocate should say, " You dicasts
have no maintenance, if you will not decide against this suit."
Tell me; what will you do to this advocate?

DEM. I will raise him aloft and cast him into the Pit,
having bung Hyperbolus about his neck.

I .. Jeh sorge (ur dieh, Ich rath' allein zu deinem Hell," Droy,m.
I It has been generally supposed that Ei yE, non interposuo aliquc

~ocabulo, is scarcely a statutable construction in Attic Greek. See
Herm. Vig, n. 280, 3]0; Append. p. 780; Porson, Advers. p. 36;
Mitchell's Knights, p. 278. But this opinion is not correct. See
Pax, 712; Tllllc. viii. 87; Demosth, Cor. § 256, § 291. (Bremi); Plat.
Alcih. p, 143, C.; Meno, p. 73, C., p. 74, C., p. 98, D.; Xenoph.
eyre iv, Ii 2]. "Ei yf gives a prominence to the whole of the con-
ditional cause, fl-YE only to the word interposed." KrUgw.

• .. Moreover, if a couple of orators
". ere pleading in your presence; one proposing
To equip a fleet, his rival arguing
To get the same supplies distributed
To the jurymen i the patron of the juries
Carried the day." Fren.

I See Lidd. Lex. in voc. I'lIJI&. Cf. note on ThellD. <H&
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AGOR. This now you speak rightly and prudently.' But ill

other respects, come, let me see, tell me how you will conduct
the government.

DEM. In the first place, as many as row ships of war.
to these I will pay their wages in full whea they come into
port.

AGOR. You' have bestowed a favour on many smooth-worn
bottoms.

DEM. Secondly, no hoplite who has been enrolled in the list
for service, shall be transferred to another list, through inter-
est, but shall remain enrolled 3 as he was at first.

AGOR. This has stung Cleonymus' buckler.
DEM. Nor shall any beardless fellow lounge in the market-

place.
AGOR. Where then shall Clisthencs 4 and Strate lounge?
DEM. I mean these striplings in the perfume-market, who

sit and chatter in this wise :-" Phreax6 is a clever fellow, and
has learnt shrewdly. For he is cogent, and conclusive, and
clever at coining maxims, and perspicuous, and forcible, and
admirably adapted for checking the uproarious.".

AGOR. Are not you, then, adapted forT kicking the bab-
bling?

DEM. No, by Jove, but I will compel all these to go a hunt-
ing, having left off decrees.

AGOR.On these conditions, then, take 8 this here folding-stool,
and a stout youth who shall carry it for you. And, if any
where you choose, make a folding-stool of him.

See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 67, 3, obs, 7.
• See note on vs. 785, supra;
» See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 53, 9, obs, 2.
• See Ach, vss, U8, 122. "In Thesm, 573, he is introduced as

ambassador to the women i in A v, 831, be carries a weaver's shut-
tle. He and Cleonymus are, as it were, the representatives of ef-
feminacy." JVach,ymuth_

• An Athenian statesman, son of Erasistratus, better skilled ill
talking than in oratory. He was a rival of Alcibiades, and had
managed to obtain a verdict in his favour in a capital prosecution.
H" was general a few years later.

• The whole of this sentence is a quiz upon the language of the
Socratic philosophers, who greatly affected these forms ill -1&6c:.
Walsh refers to the Sophi&t and Politician oi Plato for example ••

, .. Are you not kickative of babblatives}" JV..zJo..
• Compo ,.. .. 1»9, 1187. Ran. 270.,
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UEM. Happy man, now I am reinstated in my pristine con-
stitution 11 ,.,' : "

AGOR. You will say so, when I give ycu the thirty years'
peace. Come hither, peace, quickly! [Enter a beautiful girl
in the character of Peace.]' , " . • .

DEM. Much-honoured Jove, how beautiful! By the gods,'
is it permitted to enjoy her? Pray, how did you get ber?

AGOR. Did not the Paphlagonian conceal her within, that
YOll might not get her? Now' therefore I hand her over to
you, to take with you into the country, '

DEll. But tell me what mischief you will do to the Paph-
lagonian, who did this.' .
, AGOR. No great matter, exceptf that he shall exercise my
trade. lIe shall have the exclusive sale of sausages at the
gates, mixing clogs' with asses' flesh; and when drunk he
shall slang with the harlots, and shall drink the dirty water !

from the baths.
DEM. You have happily devised that of which he is worthy,

to contend l'> in bawling with the harlots and bath-men; and
in return for this I invite you to the Prytaneum, and to the
scat where that villain used to be. But take this here frog-
green coat and follow I And let some one carry him out to
exercise his Irade,Gthat the foreigners whom he maltreated may
behold him! [eleon is carried out, and exeunt omnes.] .

I " Ich ghicklicher Mann I die alte Zeit kehrt mir zuriick I"
Dr.JY-

For the construction, cf. Vesp, 144.
I "Will you allow me to be-thirty-year her?" Waun. '

" Mir ist 's erlaubt, die durch zu dreissigjiihrigen!" Droy,im.
According to Siivern, (Essay on the rijpal: of Aristophanes, p..162,)
this present consisted of two beautiful girls. For the article with
IFlTo..Jal, see note on Av. 61ili, .,'

J .. Nichts grosses weiter, als dass er m~in G~~chiift bekommL"
, Dray ...cr. Kriil.l'er, Gr. Gr. § 69, +, obs, s.

t .. Seifenwasser." Droysen. '.
: ....·ide Ve~p. H~l, where .~~ in compositi~n has the same fund,

Compo Thue. IV. 34; v1l1.87. . , ,

ENI or rs& KKl(JHU.



THE CLOUDS.

DRAMATIS PERSON.1B.
.' ,

STREPSIADES.
PHIDIPPIDES.
SERVANT OF STREPSIADES.
DISCIPLES OF SOCRA.TES. J
SOCRATES. •
CHORUS OF CLOUDS,
.JUST .AOrOl:.
UNJUST aoroa
PA.SIAS
AMYNIAS.
WITNESS.
CH1EREPHON.
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I THE ARGUMENT.

SraEPIUDES, a wealthy cultivator of the loil in the district of
Cicynna, has been reduced to poverty by the extravagance of his
IOn. He has heard of the new and wonderful art of reasoning, by
'Which the Sophists professed to make the worse appear the better
cause; and hopes that, under the tuition of Socrates, he may attain
to sueh skill and dexterity of arguing as will enable him to elude
the actions for debt, with which he is threatened by his creditors.
All attempts to make hini acquainted with the subtleties of the new
philosophy are found to be vain; and his son Phidippides is substi-
tuted in his stead, as a more hopeful pupil. The youth gives rapid
proof of his proficiency, by beating his father, on their next inter-
Tiew, and then attempting to demonstrate to him that this proceed.
ing is right and lawful. The eyes of the foolish old man are
opened to the wickedness of the new doctrines, and the imposture
of their professors. He sets fire to the school of Socrates; and the
play ends, like most of our modem melodramas, with a grand con-
flagration. This comedy wasfirlt represented at the Great Festival
of Bacchus, (March, B. c. 423,) when Aristophanes was beaten by
eratinus and Amipsias, through the intrigues of Alcibiades, who
perceived himself aimed at in the character of Phidippides. Aria.
tophanes was now in his twenty.first year. In consequence of this
defeat, he prepared a .econa edition, which, we are told, was ex-
hibited with an equal want of success the following year. But it
is now well ascertained that the playwe now have was the original
first edition, with a new ADDRESS,and a few other unimportant
alterations perhaps, and that it was never completed for the stage.
At all events, it mentions Cleon (va. 591-594) as still living, who
died in the summ=r of B. c. 422, while the ADDRESSquotes (vs. 553)
be " Marictu .. of Eupolis, whi.h was not exhibited till B. c. 421.
Schlegel (Dramatic Lit. p. 156) remarks, II The most honourable

testimony in favour of Aristophanes is that of the sage Plato, who
transmitted the ClouM (this very play, in which, with the meshes of
the sophists, philosophy itself, and even his master Socrates, 'Wal
attacked) to Dionysiul the elder, with the remark, that from it h,
would be best able to nnderstand the state or things a&Athen .. ••
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[ScENE-the interior of a sleeping apartment: Strepliatkr,
Phidippides, and two servants are seen in their beds : CI
,mall house is seen at a distance. Tn1E-midnigAt.]

STREPSIADES (sitting 'Upin his lJetl).

Au me! ah me! 0 king Jupiter, or what a terrible length
the nights are! 1 Will it never be day? And yet 2 long since
I heard the cock. My domestics are snoring; but they
would not have done so heretofore! May you perish then,
o war I for many reasons; because I may not even punish
my domestics.t Neither does this excellent youth awake
through the night; but takes his ease, wrapped up in five
blankets. Well, ir it is the fashion, let us snore wrapped up.
[Lies down, and tken almost immediately staru up again.]

• "Hoc dicit: rll xpijp.a ",;;v JlIlIer';;V r,suov 111"lv, 3110v clll"JpaJl"ov.
Mirabundas, nescio herele, in~uit, qui fiat, ut noctes plane sint im
mensee," Herm, See Liddells Lexicon in voc, XpijJl4.
"0 Konig Zeus, was ist doch eine Nacht 80 lang,
Ohn' en de lang I ob 's Tag denn gar nicht werden will r" Dray_

s See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 69, 39, cbs, 1.
I IS,,' must not be mistaken for a"c which i. nner.zitl«l in the

comic writers. II,.. is often found in o~d Attic in the place and force
of lin. See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 64, 16, obi. 2 and oli•• a.

" But my people lie and snore,
Snore in defiance, for the rascals knoW'
It is their privilege in time of war,
Which with its other plagues brings thi. upon ~
That we mayn't rouse these vermin with a cudgeL • c.-w,...

Who adds in a note. "The Athenians had granted them eertaiD
exemptions for their services on board tho fleet-" Voa. ob8e"el.
II the1 were in the habit of going OT~ ~ the ellemr. whea too
harshl, treated," cr. Pax, +6,.
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But I am not able, miserable man, to sleep, being tormented
by my expenses, and my stud of horses, and my debts. through
this son of mine. He with his long hair, I is riding horses and
driving curricles, and dreaming of horses; while I am driven
to distraction, as I see the moon t bringing on the twentieths;
for the interest is running on.-Boy! light a lamp, and bring
forth my tablets, that I may take them and read to how many
I am indebted, and calculate the interest. [Enter hOll witll a
light and tablets.] Come, let me see; what do lowe?
Twelve mines to Pasias. Why3 twelve mime to Pasias P
Why did I borrow them? When I bought the blood-horse.t
Ah me, unhappy! ~Vould that, it had had .its eye knocked 1\

out with a stone first!
PRID. (talking in lIis sleep). You are acting unfairly, Philo 16

Drive on your own course.
STREP. This T is the bane which has destroyed me; for even

in his sleep he dreams about horsemanship. ',. '.'
PRID. Hows many courses will the ~ar-chariots run?
STREP. Many courses do you drive me, your father.-Bu~

what debt9 came upon me after Pasias? Three minre to
Amynias for a little chariot and pair of wheels.

PRID. Lead the horse home, after having given him a good
rolling.

I Compo Equit. 680. Pluto 170.
• .. Interest at Athens was paid at the end of the month." Droy_.
• T'oii= T"voc rVlll~a.
4 .. Sanbrennlinge." VO!!.

a The commentators are divided in their readings and opinions,
whether it should be itlCOlr'lv or ituolr'l; i. e. whether Strepsiades
wishes his own eye or that of the horse to have been knocked out;
and whether there be a play of words between 'uOrT'l.., and cor-
traT'iav. See note on Lys. 940. Cf. Eccles. 938

t There is a further dispute, whether Philo be the name of a horse,
IIr the charioteer of Phidippides, or of a rival in the race; but there
can be little doubt that tM la8t is the right interpretation.

coHe r Philon, falsch gefahren r bleib in deinem Gleis l " Droy,ell
r .. Das ist das Ungliick, das mich ganz zu Nichte macht I"

. . .... . , Droyam •
.. There 'tis r that's it I the bane of all my peace-

- - He', racing in his Bleep." Cumberland.
• .. Wie viele Gange machst du Im Rlngelrennen detm 7"'t'"'J.D..
• A burlesqut; upon the following fragm!!n~ of Eunpides; T'l XIIi ..

1/3« '" i There IS a )lla;y uponthe l1o~ble meaning of ~Io,.. '
. , ~ ~ . 1.,.J
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STEEP. 0 foolish youth, you have rolled me out or my
possessions; since I have been Cast -In suits,'imd. ,other. 63y
that they will have surety given them for the interest.

;PUID.Jaw~ing). P:ay. fa~er~ why' ~e you peevish, and
toss about the whole nIght? , .

STREP. A,bailiff! out of, the bed-clothes is biting me. ' "
'P~lD. Suffer me, good sfr, to sleep a little., .
, STREP, Then,' do yqu sleep on; but know that 'all these

debts, will turn on your head. ,[Phidippidei falls asleep
again.] Alas! would that .the match-maker2 hall perished
iniserably, who. induced me' to marry your mother: For a
country life used to be most agreeable to me, dirty, un-
trimmed, reclining at random, abounding in bees, and sheep,
and oil-cake. .Then I.a rustic, married IL niece of Megacles,
the son of Megnc1es, from the city, hnughty, luxurious, and
C<Esyrafied.a When I married her. I.lay with her redolent of
new wine, of the cheese-crate, and abundance of wool; but
she, on .the ,contrary. of ointment, saffron; wanton-kisses, ex-
travagance. gluttony, and of Colias and Genetyllls.! ' I will
not indeed say that she was idle; but she wove. And I used
to show her this cloak by way of pretext, and say, "Wife,
you weave at a great rate." [ Servant re-enters.]

SEa. We have no oil in the lamp. . .
STEEP. Ah me! why did you light the thirsty 5 lamp? Come

hither, that you may weep! -: _ r:

SEa. For what, pray, shall I weep ?,

I "Demarchus, sive cogitatio de demarche, quem metuo ne a me
pi~nus sumat, mordet me tan quam cime:e aut pulex in Iecto," Berg.

See Becker's Charicles, p. 3.51. "';\I>I>'OV non nisi tum adhibetur,
quum quis optat, ut fuerit aliquid, vel si*, vel futurum sit, quod non
fuit, aut est, aut futurum est.' ';pt>.ov 3avtiv, utinam mortu," u,em;
at non sum mortuus. ,_';\I>t>'ov II'; ,ijv, utinam ne t1i"erem; at vivo •
.l\l>I>'OV 11>1ci9.xvaroc l(ft(f9aa, tdinam ne futU"" lim immortali8;' at fu-
turus sum," Herman... t:f:Kruger, Gr. Gr. , 6+, 3, obs, 4.
:f For the parentage and descent of this famous Ccesyra, lee

Walsh's note, and Thirlwall, Hilt. Gr_, vol. ii. p• .59. '
, t. Colia, was a name under which courtesans invoked Aphrodite
Oenetyllis was also a name of Aphrodite, and may be eompsred
with the .•t Venus Genetrlx " of the Bcmsns,« See Liddell's LeL
in voe, cr. Lys. vs. 2. .' .. .', - -; -..... 't ~"""

• .. Aye, 'tis a dmnken lamp; the more r~ult youn;
. Whelp, you shall howl lor this.~: : ~tmalJerland. •

to Jfies.l~h clasSllurie.chirr cUchbraucnen t" lJrormt.'
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STILEP.Because you put in one of the thick wkks. [s",.
"ant runs out.]-After this, when this son was bom to us, to
me, forsooth, and to my excellent wife, we squabbled then
about the name: for she was for adding 17f"7f"or;to the name,
Xanthippus.! or Charlppus, or CallipFides; but I was for
giving him tke name of his grandfather, Phidonides. For a
time therefore we disputed; and then at length we agree<\
and called him Phldippldes.t She used to take this son and
fondle him, saying, "When you, being grown up, shall drive
your chariot to the city, like Megacles, with a xystiS."3 But
I used to say, "Nay, rather, when dressed in a leathern jerkin,
you sTtall drive your goats from Phelleus, like your father!
lIe paid no attention to my words, but 4 poured a horse-fever
over my property. Now therefore, by meditating the whole
night, I have discovered one path for my course extraordin-
arily excellent; to which if I persuade this youtTt, I shall be
saved. But first I wish to awake him. How then can I
awake him in the most agreeable manner ?-How ? Phidip-
pides, my little Phidippides?

PHID. What, father?
STREP. Kiss me, and give me your right hand!
PHID. There. What's the matter?
STREP. Tell me, do you love me ?
PHID. Yes, by this Equestrian Neptune.s
STREP. Nay, do not by any means mention this Equestrian

to me, for this god is the author of my misfortunes. But, if
you really love me from your heart, my son, obey me.

PHID. In what then, pray, shall I obey you?

I "M, wife -
Would dub her colt XanthlPpus or Charippu9,
Or it migbt be Callippides, she cared not,
So 'twere a horse wliich shared the narr e," CU7r.b"la1ld.

, Phidippides stands for Alcibiades, and Strepsiades for his uncle
Pericles, who had himself been a pupil of Socrates, and involved in
similar pecuniary embarrassments, in which he was assisted by the
shrewd advice of his nephe,!> Alcibiades. Alcibiades' mother, Di-
nomache, was a daughter or Megacles, of the family of the Alc-
meeonidee, from whom he inherited his passion for horsea. See
Slivem, Clouds p. 46, foIl. and 63, foIl.

a This was a long state robe for festal occasion ••
• ~1I"lffP"''', Dindorf, from 111"1I"0r;and Ip ...r;.
• Pointing to a statue of this deity near his bed. See Fritzsc:bv,

~esm, vS, H8, whollnqtrstallqs the passa8"e in tlt~lIame Wit.
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STREF. Reform your habits as quickly as possible; and go
and learn what I advise.

Pmn, Tell me now, what do 'you prescribe?
STREF. And will you obey me at all ?
PaID. By Bacchus, I will obey you.
STREF. Look this way then! Do you see this little door

and little house?
PUID. I see it. What then, pray, is this, Cather?
STREP. This is a thinking-shop 1 of wise spirits. There

dwell men who in speaking of the heavens persuade people
that it is an oven, and that it encompasses us, and that we are
the embers. These men teach, if one give them money,2 to
conquer in speaking, right or wrong.

PUID. Who are they?
STREP. I do not know the name accurately. They are

minute-philosophers.s noble and excellent.
PUID. Bah I they are rogues; I know them. You mean

the quacks, the pale-faced wretches, the bare-footed fellows, or
whose number are the miserable Socrates and Cheerephon.!

STREP. Hold! hold Ibe silent! Do not say any thing foolish.
But, if you have any concern for your father's patrimony, be-
come one of them, having given np your horsernanship.s

PJUD. I would not, by Bacchus, if even you were to give
me the pheasants 6 which Leogoras rears!

lOr, as it is given by the translator of Stivern's Essay on The
Clouds, the .ubtlety-.hop.
" Das ist 'ne Denkanstalt von weisen Geistern, Sohn.
Es wohnen drinnen Mllnner, die iiberzeugen dich,
Dass der Himmel eigentlich so 'ne Art Backhofen ist,
Der uns umwolkt rings, und wir l\Ienschen die Kohlen drin." Droy,m.

I "De Socrate tlerll hoc dici non potuit, qui nunquam ab audi-
toribus suis mercedem aecepit, Sed hoc faciebant plerique alii
sophistse," Brunck;

• .. Ideengriibeldenker." Droy.m.
• "This Cbrerephon was a hanger-on of the philosopher, and

appears to have been laughed at even by his fellow-scholars for the
mad extremes to which he carried his reverential attachment. He
was nicknamed • Bal.' on account of his being a little, dark. dirl)"
fellow." Wa16h. Compo Av. ]564-.

I Cf. VBS. 409, 74-0. Mr. Walsh (quite as accurately) translate.
it by the slang word cut.

• There is also an allusion to IJVtO\!laJln" (\!laiJlfll): lee note on
Acharn. 726. Cf. Av. 68. .. For these pheasants, (!lot horgep ill
tbiq passaie,) see I\v, 611," PrOffm, .
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STREP. Go, I entreat you, dearest or men, g::> and be
taught.

PHID. Why, what shall I learn?
STREP. They say, that among them are both the two

causes,-the better cause, whichever that is, and the worse:
they say, that the one of these two causes, the worse, pre-
Tails, though it speaks on the unjust side. If therefore you
learn for me this unjust cause, I would not pay to anyone,
not even an obolus of these debts, which lowe at present on
your account.

PUID. I cannot comply; for I should not dare to look upon
the Knights, having lost aU my colour.

STREP. Then, by Ceres, you shall not eat any of my
goods! neither you, nor your draught-horse, nor your blood-
horse; J but I will drive you out of my house to the crows.

PmD. My uncle l\Iegacles will Dot permit me to be with-
out a horse. But I'll go in, and pay DOheed to you.~ [Exit
Phidippides.]

STREP. Though fallen, still_ I will DOt lie prostrate:' but
having prayed to the gods, I will go myself to the thinking-
shop and get taught. How then, being an old man, and having
a bad memory, and dull of comprehension, shall I learn the
subtleties of refined disquisitions ?-I must go. Why thus
do I loiter and DOtknock at the door? [Knocks at the door.]
Boy I little boy!

Drs. (from witltin). Go to the devil! Who is it that
knocked at the door?

"Nor I, so help me
Dionysus, our patron, though you bribed me
With all the racers that Leogoras
Breeds from his Phasian stud." Cumberla1ll1 •

• A horse bearing the mark of the t1ap1rl. '
t Cumberland has justly remarked, .. If there is any thing in thi.

-scene open to critical reprehension, I conceive it to be, that the
speakings of Strepsiades are of a higher cast here than in his suc-
ceeding dialogues with Socrates; where the poet (for the sake, no
doubt, of contrasting his rusticity with the finesse of the philoso-
pher) has lowered him to the style and sentiment of an arrant
cIown."-The French critics compare Strepsiades with tbe .. Bour-
geois Gantilhomme " of Moliere i but the inconsistency of character
spoils the parallel. Strepsiades appears in the opening or this play
with a strong dash of the bluffness, humour, and shrewdness of • :1M
Bull; but he loon degenerates into the stupiditl and IIbsurditl ()f
the Pachter Feldkdmmel of German farce.
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STREP. Strepsiades.l the son of Phidon, of Cicynna.
DIS. You are a stupid fellow, by Jove! who have kicked

against the door so very carelessly, and have caused the mig-
carriage~ of an idea which I had conceived.

STREP. Pardon me; for I dwell afar in the country.s nut
tell me the thing which has been made to miscarry.

DIS. It is not lawful to mention it, except to disciples.
STREP. Tell it, then, to me without fear j for I here am

come 4 as a disciple to the thinking-shop.
DIS. I will tell you; but you must regard these as mys-

teries. Socrates lately asked Cheerephon about5 a flea, how
many of its own feet it jumped; for after having bit the pye-
brow of Chrerephon, it leapt away on to the head of Socrates.

STREP. How, then, did he measure this?
DIS. Most cleverly. He melted some wax, and then took

the flea and dipped its feet in the wax; and then a pair of
Persian slippers stuck to it when cooled. Having gently
loosened these, he measured back the distance.

STREP. 0 king Jupiter! what 6 subtlety of thought!
DIS. What then would you say, if you heard another

contrivance of Socrates?
STREP. Of what kind? Tell me, I beseech you!
DIS. Chrerephon the Sphettian asked him whether he

t"hlJ1Jghtgnats buzzed through the mouth or the breech.

I i. e. Distorter, See vss, 4301,H55, 88. Cf. Siiveru, Clouds, p.41.
" A citizen of the tribe of Acamas." Cumberland.

• "Allusio ad Socratis matrem, qure obstetri.1: erat: ipse autem
dicere solebat se eandem artern exercere, OTt ,.ixv1/v ixw ,.ljv palE ..
,..cljv, ICai B.d ,.au"1/!: 11"010; ,.OU, viov, ar.O,.iICTElV ,.d vo~paTa iv "p I«..
,.wv ",vxi. Schol." Brunck. See Plato, Theret. p. 149, foil.

• As Strepsiades himself pleads his rusticity in excuse for the
unmannerl), vehemence with which he had assaulted the door of
the Phronttsterium, Mr. Mitchell might have spared us the fanciful
note, in which he reminds Schutzl ..that Strepsiudes is not a clown,
but rather a country-gentleman, and that he approaches the door of
Socrates with too deep a feeling of reverence to allow of any act
of discourtesy on his part."

• See note on Equit. 1098.
• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 6, obs, 2. If This flea's-foot geometrJ

is noticed in Xenophon's Symposium i perhaps in reference to this
"('r1 passage, or to some anecdote, to wliich Aristophanell allo may
bave had access." Wereka-.

• See note on Ly" 967,
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STREP What, then, did he say about the gnat P
DIS. He said the intestine of the gnat was narrow, and

that the wind WEnt fOl'Ciblythrough it, being slender, straight
to the breech; and then that the rump, being hollow where
it is adjacent to the narrow part, resounded through the
violence of the wind.

STREP. The rump of gnats then is a trumpet! 0 thrice
happy he for his sharp-sightedness! I Surely a defendant
might easily get acquitted, who understands the intestine of
the gnat.

DIS. But he was lately deprived of a great idea by a lizard.
STREP. In what way? Tell me.
DIS. As he was investigating the courses of the moon, and

her revolutions, then as he was gaping upwards, a lizard in
the darkness dunged upon him from the roof.

STREP. I am amused at a lizard's having dunged on
Socrates.

DIS. Yesterday evening there was no supper for us.
STREP. Well. What then did he contrive for provisions?
DIS. He sprinkled flne ashes on the table, and bent a little

spit, and then took it as a pair of compasses and filched a
cloak from the Palrestra.2

STREP. Why then do we admire that Thales ? 3 Open, open
quickly the thinking-shop, and show to me Socrates as quickly
as possible. For I desire to be a disciple. Come, open the
door.-[ The door of the Thinli.ing-shop opens, and the pupils
of Socrates are seen all with their heads fixed on the ground,
while Socratu Mmsel/ is seen suspended in the air in Q

I The word is comic, says Passow, as if one should lay, Darmsicht.
iflkeit for &lIarf,ichtiflkeit, inner,iflht instead of imiflht.

" 0 zwei und dreimal seliger Diinnenforscber du I" Droy,m.
t The commentators and critics have laboured in vain to discover

sense or coherence in this speech. The explanation of Silvern is
ingenious .. But Wieland has probably hit the truth, in supposing
that the Disciple talks intentional nonsense, for the mere pleasure
of mystifring the absurd Strepsiades, The translation given in
th~ text IS that recommended by Hermann, Dobree, Dindorf, and
Fritssche, See Krii~er, Gr. Gr. § 67, 3, obs, 1. _

• II Plautus, cap. h. 2, 24: 'Eugepre I Thalem talento non emam
Milesium: nam ad hujus saplentfem ilIe nimis nugator tuit.' Con-
tra Av. 1010, ilIe, qui se simulat admirari sapientiam Metonis, dici&:
Ib6plAl1r'oC 9aAijc." Berg. On the demons~rlltive, See Kruger, Gr.
Gr. f 61,7, obs, 7.
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6asket.] 0 Hercules, from what country are these wild
beasts 7

DIS. What do you wonder at 7 To what do they seem w
10U to be like 7

STREP. To the Spartans, who were taken at Pylos.! But
why in the world do these look upon the ground?
. DIS. They are in search of the things below the earth.

STREP. Then they are searching for roots. Do not, then,
trouble yourselves about this; for I know where there arc
large and fine ones. Why, what are these doing,2 who are
bent down so much 7

DIS. These are groping about in darkness+ under Tartarus.
STREP. Why then does their rump look towards heaven 7
DIS. It is getting taught astronomy alone by itself. [Turn-

ing to the pupils.] But go in, lest he meet with us.
STREP. Not yet, not yet: but let them remain, that I may

communicate to them a little matter of my own.
DIS. It is not permitted to them to remain without in the

open air for a very long time. [The pupils retire.]
STREP. (discovering a variety of mathematical instru-

ments). 'Vhy, what is this, in the name of heaven 74 Tell me.
DIS. This is Astronomy.
STREP. But what is this 7
DIS. Geometry.

I "Proprie non in Pylo eapti sunt isti Lacedremonii, sed in
Sphacteria ; in qu~ insula, jacente prope Pylum, in continenti sitam
et ab Athenn. munitam, plusquam quadringentos Lacedremoniorum
Athenienses obsidione cinxerant tandemque expugnaverant, et ex
iis fere trecentos ca'P,tivos abduxerant. His autem Lacedremoniis
similes dicit esse philosophos illos, quos apertis fori bus intus con-
8\1icabatur, nempe squalidos et macie confectos; tales autem red-
diderat Lacedremonios in insula ilia desert! fames diuturna- Rem
omnem accurate narrat Thucydides, lib. iv." BW!I. See Thuc, iv.
27-40.

• Tt ,. dp' 0&8., Brunck; which is Homeric, and unknown to the
Attic writers. See Herm. Vig. not. 292, 343. In VB. 410, Dindorl
(from an oversight, it would seem) reads rj ,. dp',

• "Sie verfolgen die Urgrundslehre bis uuter den Tartaros."
• Droy,,.
• . II Marry, because

. Their studies lead that way: they are now diving
To the dark realms of Tartarus and night." cuiiMr1a1lll.

• See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. I68,37, obs, 2.
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STREP. What then is the use or this ,
DIS. To measure out the land.
STREP. What belongs to an allotment?
DIS. No, but the whole earth.
STREP. You tell me a clever notion; for the contrivance I

is democratic and useful.
DIS. (pointing to a map). See, here's a map or the whole

earth. Do you see? this is Athens.
STREP. What say you? Idon't believe you; for I do not

see the Dicasts 2 sitting.
DIS. Be assured that this is truly the Attic territory.'
STREP. Why, where are my fellow-tribesmen or Cicynna?
DIS. Here they are. And Eubeea here, as you see, is

stretched out a long way by the side of it to a great distance.
STREP. I know that; for it was stretched by us and Peri-

cles.· But where is Lacedremon?
DIS. Where is it? Here it is.
STREP. How near it is to us! Pay great att.cntion to this,'

to remove it very far from us.
DIS. By Jupiter, it is not possible.
STREP. Then you will weep for it. [LooAing up and dis-

covering Socrates.] Come, who is this man who is in the
basket?

DIS. Himself.
STr.:EP. Who's" Himself?"
DIS. Socrates.
STREP. 0 Socrates! Come, you sir,' call upon him loudly

for me. . ..
1 .. Fatuitas ridetur hominis rustici, qui totum orbem terrarum

divisum iri pauperibus putat, Idemque pulcrum hoc dicit et lepidum
inventum, quod sit populare et ad dltandos dyes utilieaimum,"
Schiitz. .

, .. Quasi hoc prrecipuumsit signum,unde Athenn. urbs a ca!teria
dignosci possit, si nempejudices in foro sedennt; perstring!tautem
hie etiam ,.3 ~v..68.r:o." eorum de qua re ex professo edidlt Vespa,."
B"g. .

a .. Du Kannst dich drauf verlassen, diess iet Attisch Land."
. Droy.en.

• .. This refers to the reduction of the revolted Eubcaane, twenty-
two years before the first re)2!e.sentationof this play, by the goOd
generalship of Pericles. See Thirlwall'. HHt. G~, iii. p•• 1, .2.1'
Wald. .

• See note on Thesm. 620. .
• See Kriiger's Or. Or. tIl, 7, obI I,
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DII!. Nay, rather, call him YOUl'8elf;for I have no lelsure,'rE . j' • le] ,~ Zit al8CI,P • •
STREP. Socrates 1 my little Socrates!
Soc. Why callest thou me, thou creature of a dl\y 1 .
STREP. First tell me, I beseech you, what you are doing.
Soc. I am walking in the air,2 and speculating about the SUIl.
STREP. And 5'0 you': look down upon3 the gods from your

basket, and not from the earth? if, indeed, it is so.
Soc. For I should never have rightly discovered things

celestial, if I had not suspended the intellect, and mixed the
thought in a subtle form with its kindred air. But if, being
on the ground, I speculated from below on things above, I
should never have discovered them. For4 the earth forcibly
attracts to itself the meditative moisture. 'Vater-cresses also
8uffer~ the very same thing.

STREP. What do you say?-Does meditation attract the
moisture to the water-cresses? Come then, my little Socra-
tes, descend to me, that you may teach me those things, for
tile sake of which I have come. [Socrates lowers himself and
gets out of the basket.]

Soc. And for what did you come?
STREP. Wishing to learn to speak; for, by reason of usury,

lind most ill-natured creditors, I am pillaged and plundered,
and have my goods seized for debt.

Soc. How did you get in debt without observing it?
.STREP. A horse-disease consumed me,-terrible at eating.

But teach ~e the other one of your' two causes,6 that which

, I .. Quoniam 'nunc magister adest, disclpulus, cui ante a multure
erat otii ad nugandum, se oeeupatum fingit," Wiel.

• See Suvern's Clouds, P- 6.
• II So, so I VOll der Flak' aus denkst du CL~l'die Gutter weg,

Und nicht von ebner Erde; nieht!" l>ro!i,en.
II Ah, then I see you're basketed so high"
That rOll look down upon the gods-good hope
You'l lower a peg on earth." Cumberlanll.

• ell ydp ciUd =simpl. «at yap. See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 67, H,
obs. 2. Vi~et, p.462. cr. Eq. 1206; Ran. 68, 192,489. Eur, Suppl
580; Baech. 78i; Ipl\. T. 1006, .

• "Ari~tophanea alludit ad 'consuetudinem Socratis dec: eta i1UD
exemplis vitre communis illustrandi." Wiel.'· .

• II Drum lehre von deinen Redensehaften die zweite mieh,
Die nieht. bezahlende," Droy"'., '
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pays nothing; and I will swear by the gods, I will pay down
to you whatever reward you exact of me.

Soc. By what gods will you swear? for, in the nrst place,
gods ar~ not a current coin with us.

STREP. By what do you swear? By iron money, I I1S in
Byzantium?

Soc. Do you wish to know clearly celestial matters, what
they rightly are?

STREP. Yes, by Jupiter, if it be possible!
Soc. And to hold converse with the Clouds, our divlnl-

ties ?
STREP. By all means.
Soc. (with great solemnity). Seat yourself, then, upon the

sacred couch.
STREP. Well, I am seated !
Soc. Take, then, this chaplet.
STREP. For what purpose a chaplet ?-Ah me I Socrates,

see that you do not sacrifice me like .Athamas !3
Soc. No; we do all these to those who get initiated.
STREP. Then, what shall I gain, pray?
Soc. You shall become in oratory a tricky knave, a

thorough! rattle, a subtle speaker.-But keep quiet.
STREP. By Jupiter, you will not deceive me; for if Lam

besprinkled, I shall become nne flour.
Soc. It becomes the old man to speak words of good

omen, and to hearken to my prayer.-O sovereign King, im-
measurable Air, who keepest the earth suspended, and thou
bright lEther, and ye august goddesses, the Clouds sending
thunder and lightning, arise, appear in the air, 0 mistresses,
to your deep thinker.

• See Bockh's Publ. £CO,l. Atnen. book iv. chap, 19.
t .. So setz' dieh nieder auf das heilige Denksopha," Droy8en.
t II Respicit ad Sophoelis Athamantem. qui in dram ate cognomina

Introductus fuerat cor()flaiU8 a pOlhl1,quum debuerat immolari, ex re-
sponsc Apollinis. ~uia Phrixum filium, instigatus ab ejus nov erell,
voluerat occidere.' Berg.

• .. Dum autem heec dicit, comminuit super Strepsiadis capite
lapides friabiles, aut eum farinA. conspergit, ut victimee solebant
mold conspergi; nam et iste tanquam victima coronatus erat." Berg •
••Ita Berglerus e ScholiastA. Sed aliter hsac acceperunt veteres
maglstrl, Glossa ettra7f'ttrroplvoc il'lr6(fOil raic "').'1l'aiC Jul rtl pa9~-
,..,rll, ..alrA" ,.f"qC701UU. 114 "'" pupil comminuu. tl' facU. pou..Ja",... Bruncl&. .
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I

SUEr. Not yet, not yet, till I wrap this around me, lest
Ibe wet through. To think of my havin~ come I from home
without even a cap, unlucky man!

Soc. Come then, ye highly honoured Clouds, for a display
to this man," 'Vhether ye are sitting upon the sacred snow-
covered summits of Olympus, or in the gardens of father
Ocean form a sacred dance with the Nymphs, or draw in
golden pitchers the streams of the waters of the Nilc,3 or in-
habit the :Mreoticlake, or the snowy rock of :Mimas,' hearken
to our prayer, and receive the sacrifice, and be propitious to
the sacred rites.1i (Thefollowing song is heard ala distance,
accompanied by loud clap, of thu1HIer.]

Cao, Eternal Clouds! let us arise to view with our dewy,
clear-bright nature, from loud-sounding father Ocean to the
wood-crowned summits of the lofty mountains, in order that we
may behold clearly the far-seen watch-towers, and the fruits,
and the fostering sacred earth, and the rushing sounds of the
divine rivers, and the roaring, loud-sounding sea; for the un-
wearied eye of ..tEther sparkles with glittering rays. Come,
let us shake off the watery cloud from our immortal forms
and survey the earth with far-seeing eye.

Soc. 0 ye greatly venerable Clouds, ye have clearly heard
me when I called. [Turning to Strepsiades.] Did you hear
the voice, and the thunder which bellowed at the same time,
feared as a god?

STREP. I too worship you, 0 ye highly-honoured.s and am

",

I cr, v8.813. Aves, S. Ran.741. Vesp.83S. Eun. Ale. 842. Med.
10SI. See Valekn. Adon. p. 384, C. Herm. Vig. n, 19, 159. Kruger,
Gr. Gr. § SS, 1, obs. 6. Bernhardy, W. S. pp. 3SS, 358. Monk,
Ale. 848.

• coGewiihrt den Genuss ihm eueres Anblieks." Droysen.
• " Or in the azure vales

Of your own Cather Ocean sporting weave
Your misty dance, or dip_y'our golden urns
In the seven mouths of Nile." Cumberla'ld.

& II Mimas is a mountain in Thraee, mentioned abo by Homer."rx.. liwf,
• ct. Eguit. 759, 823, 1188. Lys. 1142. Kroger, Gr. Gr. § 119, 2.

obi. 3, and index to Kriiger's 'fhueydides, voe. cal.
• coAnd I too am your Cloudships' most ebedient,

And under sufferance uump against your thunder.' CIl1iWerla".d.
K
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inclined to tart in reply to the thundering. so much do I trem-
ble at them and am alarmed. And whether it be lawful, or
be not lawful, I have a desire just now to ease myself.

Soc. Don't scoff,Inor do wuat these poor-devil-poets do, but
use words of good omen, for a great swarm of goddesses is ill
motion with their songs.

ClIO. Ye rain-bringing virgins, let us come to the fruitful
land of Pallas, to view the much-loved country of Cecrops
abounding in brave men; where is reverence for sacred rites
not to be divulged; where the house that receives the initiated
is thrown open in holy mystic rites; and gifts to the celestial
gods; and high-roofed temples, and statues; and most sacred
processions in honour of the blessed gods; and well-crowned
sacrifices to the gods, and feasts, at all seasons; and with the
approach of spring the Bacchic festivity, and the rousings
of melodious Choruses, and the loud-sounding music of
flutes,

STP.EP. Tell me, 0 Socrates, I beseech you by Jupiter, who
are these that have uttered this grand song? Are they some
heroines?

Soc. By no means; but heavenly Clouds, great divinities
to idle men;2 who supply us with thought, and argument,
and intelligence, and humbug, and circumlocution, and ability
to hoax, and comprehension.

STREP. On this account therefore my soul, having heard
their voice, flutters, and already seeks to discourse subtilely,
and to quibble about smoke, and having pricked a maxim a
with a little notion, to refute the opposite argument. So that
1I0W I eagerly desire, if by any means it be possible, to see
them palpably.

Soc. Look, then, hither, towards :Mount Parnes j! for now
I behold them descending gently.

I See note on Ran. 299.
I "i. e. the 'ophi8l8, among whom Socrates is made to reckon

himself: they being idle persons, and taking no part in state affairs."
&hutz.

• Strepsiades would treat opinion, (yvwpa,) as he would a su..
piclous-looking haggis, and pricking them-not with a pin, but with
alittk notion (y""'pl~i'l') of his own, discoverwhat tea, 111 them. Cf
Liddell·s Lex. voc, vv"a",.

• .. N U1' culled Cru/;a; lying to the lout} of Attica.' DintWrJ.

r'



TIlE CJ.Ot1nA. 131

STREP, Pray, where? Show me.
Soc. See I there they come in very great numbers 1 through

the hollows and thickets; there, obliquely.
S flU,:P. "'hat'to the matter! for I can't sec them.
Mc. Dy the entrance. [EI/ter Chorus.]
STUEP. Now nt length with difIiculty I just lee them.
Soc. Now at length JOu assuredly sec them, unless JOu

have your eyes running pumpkins.'
STREP. Yes, by Jupiter! 0 highly honoured Clouds, for

now they cover all things.
Soc. Did you not, however, know, nor yet consider, these

to be goddesses?
STREP. No, by Jupiter! but I thought them to be mist,

and dew, lind smoke.
Soc. For YOIl do not know, by Jupiter, that these feed ver,

many sophists, Thurian soothsayers, practisers of medicine,
lazy-longhaired-onyx-ring-wenrers,3 and song-twisters for the
cyclic dances, and meteorological quacks. They feed idle
people who do nothing, because such men celebrate them in
verse.

STREP. For this reason, then, they introduced 4 into their
verses "the dreadful impetuosity of the moist whirling-
bright clouds; "5 and" the curls of hundred-headed Typho;"
and" the hard-blowing tempests;" and then, "aerial, moist;"
"crooked-clawed birds, floating in air;" and" the showers or
rain from dewy Clouds." And then, in return for these,
they swallow "slices of great, fine mullets," and bird's-flesh
of thrushes."

1 "For the second a;;ral, see Soph. Gr. Gr. § 163, n. 2." Felton.cr. also Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 50, 11,22, and § 51, 7, obs, 9.
• .. >"'1P~I: rco>"orc{,lIrall:, to have rheum-drops in tI~ eyel, a.r thick 4U

gO/I,.e/s." JJitch. Cf; Liddell's Lex. voc, >"FJpaw.
J Voss has coined a similar German equivalent, Ri1lafi1lgerig&chlen-

de,.:/elockvolk,
• The passages which follow are either quotations from the DidlY-

rambic poets, or parodies and imitations of their extraordinary
phraseology. Cumberland remarks: .. The satire is fair'1 but lIe!'"
haps the old clown is not strictly the person who shou d be the
venicle of it."

• Bentley and Herman render, "darting r;ig;aglight,.in!!." Felton,
.. Liqhtllillg-whirling." Others," Light-avet1i"g,"

• '1'he plkt, or the cong"-, according to Liddell'. Lex.
1\'-
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Soc. Is it not just,l however, that they should have ther,

rnDard, on account of' these?
STREP. Tell me, pray, if they are really Clouds, what ails

them, that they resemble mortal women? For they arc not
such.

Soc. Pray, of what nature are they?
STREP. I do not clearly know: at any rate they resemble

spread-out fleeces, and not women, by Jupiter! not a Lit;'
for these have noses.

Soc. Answer, then, whatever I ask you.
STREP. Then say quickly what you wish.
Soc. Have you ever, when you looked up, seen a cloud I

like to a centaur, or a panther, or a wolf, or a bull?
STREP. By .Tupit~r, have I! But what of that? 4
SOC. They become all things, whatever they please. Ant!

then, if they see a person with long hair, a wild one of these!
hairy fellows, like the son of Xenophantes, in derision of his
folly, they liken themselves to centaurs.

STREP. Why, what, if they should see Simon, a plunderer
of the public property, what do they do?

I "Und haben sie 's nieht um jene verdient!" Dr0Y8e".
" And proper fare;
What lietter do they merit! .. Cumberland.

t See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § sr, ]3, obs, 3.
t Porson has referred to parallel passages in Shakspeare, Swift,

and Cicero. To Dobree we are indebted for the following- extract,
from the Worthy Communicant of Jeremy Taylor:-" We some-
times espie a bright cloud form'd into an irregular figure' when it
is observed by unskilful and phantastic travellers, looks like a cen-
taure to some, and as a castle to others ; some tell that they saw an
army with banners, and it signifies war; but another, wiser than his
fellow\ says it looks for all the world like a flock of sheep, and fore-
tells p enty; and all the while it is nothing but a shining cloud, by
its own mobility and the activity of the wind cast into a contingent
and inartificial shape,"

• See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs. 11.
I So vs. 10~. *-v .; r:aa:ooaipwv l:wr:paT7/1; r:al XQlPftpi:JV, cr. 627.

Lys. 819, i.pw" f'o~!:'/Tovqpov!: li:vopar;. Shakspenre, Sonnets,
II Oa whose tops the rinks that grow,
AT" oftho8e that Apri wears."

cr. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 47.9. For "'-Iv6'S 7", cf.1'hesm. 2t8 Kriire.
Or. G· '68, 4, obi. ~.
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Soc. They suddenly become wolves, showing up his dis-
position.

STln:p. For this reason, then, for this reason, when they
yesterday saw Cleonymus the recreant, on this account they
became stags, because they saw this most cowardly fellow.

Soc. And now too, because they saw Clisthenes, you ob-
serve, on this account they became women.

STREP. Hail therefore, 0 mistresses I And. now, if ever
ye did to any other, to me also utter a voice reaching to
heaven, 0 all-powerful queens.

Cno. Hail, 0 ancient veteran, hunter after learned speeches!
And thou, 0 priest of most subtle trifles! tell us what you
require? For we would. not hearken to any other of the
present meteorological sophists, except to Prodicus; I to him,
on account of his wisdom and intelligence; and to you, be-
cause JOu walk proudly in the streets, and cast your eyes
askance, and endure many hardships with bare feet, and in
reliance upon us lookest supercilious.t

STREP. 0 earth, what a voice! how holy, and dignified,
and wondrous!

Soc. For, in fact, these alone are goddesses; and all the
rest is nonsense.

STREP. But come, by the Earth, is not Jupiter,3 the Olym-
pian, a god ?

Soc. What4Jupiter? Do not trifle. There is no Jupiter.
Srusr-, What do JOu say? Who rains, then? For first of

all explain this to me.
Soc. These, to be sure. I will teach you it by powerful

evidence. Come, where have you ever seen him raining at
any time without Clouds? And yet he ought to rain in fine
weather, and these to be absent.

I "A famous sophist native of Ceos, and a disciple of Protagoras,
founder of the title, wilOse writings were condemned to the flames
by decree of the Athenians: the fate of Prodicus was more severe,
inasmuch as he was put to death by poison, as a teacher of doctrines
which corrupted the Y01lth of Athens. There was something pro-
Ihetic in thus grouping hint with Socrates," Cumberland.

• "Sensus est: Et "obu fretus supercilium tolli&; vel, gralli!ae-
pandam etfastum wltu prOl te fers:" Xwt.

• Compo vss. 8]7,1187, 1465. Aves, 5140,1355. Thesm. 558 Kri.~er
Gr. Gr. § 50, 7, obs. '!.! and obs, 10.

t See Kruger, Gr. ur. § iiI, 17, obs, 12.
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S'fREP. By Apollo, of a truth you have rightly confirmed
this by your present argument. And yet, before this, I really
thought that Jupiter pissed through a sieve. Tell me who it
i8 that thunders. This makes me tremble.

Soc. These, as they roll, thunder.
STREP. In what way? you all-daring man! 1

Soc. 'Vllen 2 they are full of much water, and arc com-
pelled to be borne along, being necessarily precipitated when
full of rain, then they fall heavily upon each other and burst
and clap.

STREI'. Who is it that compels them to be borne along?
is it not Jupiter?

Soc. By no means, but rethereal Vortex.
STREP. Vortex? It had escaped my notice'' that -Iupiter

did not exist, and that Vortex now reigned in his stend. But
you have taught me nothing as yet concerning the clap all.1
the thunder.

Soc. Have you not heard me, that I said that the Clouds,
when full of moisture, dash against each other, and clap by
reason of their density?

STREI'. Corne, how am I to believe this?
Soc. I'll teach you from your own case. 'Vere JOu ever,

nfter being stuffed with broth at the Panathenaic festival, then
disturbed in your belly, and did a tumult suddenly rumble
through it?

STREP. Yes, by Apollo, and immediately the little broth
plays the mischief with me, and is disturbed, and rumbles
like thunder, and grumbles dreadfully: at first gently pappnx,
l'nppax; and then it adds papapappax; and when I go to
stool, it thunders downright papapappax, as they do.

Soc. Consider, therefore, how you have trumpeted from II
little belly so small: and how is it not probable that this air,
IM'ingboundless, should thunder loudly?

STREP. For this reason, therefore, the two names al"II,
Trump and Thunder, are similar to each other. But teach
me this, whence comes the thunderbolt blazing with fire, aniI

I II Wolf translates this by an epithet applied to the philosopher
I\ant by Moses Mendelsohn,-DII Alle6:ermalmer." Felton.

, .. Put a comma after UJl!3polI, 10 that tl' ava)'",jV may depend
upon 4vayrraa6wl1l." lVaZ,h.

• Compo va. 216, and lee note on !'belm. 620. Kriii.r, Gr. Or.
, 11.7 ob•. \
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burns us to ashes when it smites us, and singes those who sur-
vive, For indeed .Tupiter evidently hurls this at the perjured.

Soc. Why, how then, you foolish person, and savouring of
the dark ages and antediluvian, if his manner is to smite the
perjured, does he not blast Simon, and Cleonymus, and
Theorus? And yet they are very perjured. But he smites
his own temple, and Sunium, the promontory of Athens,' awl
the tall oaks. Wherefore? for indeed an oak does not com-
mit perjury,

STREP. I do not know; but you seem to speak well. For
what, pray, is the thunderbolt?

Soc. When a dry wind, having been raised aloft, is enclosed
in these Clouds, it inflates them within, like a bladder; and
then, of necessity, having burst them, it rushes out with ve-
hemence by reason of its density, setting fire to itself through
its rushing and impetuosity.

STREP. By Jupiter, of a truth I once experienced this ex-
actlyat the Diasian festival! I was roasting a haggis fOImy
kinsfolk, and then through neglect I did not cut it open; but
it became inflated, and then suddenly bursting, befouled my
very eyes with dung, and burnt my 1'ace.2

ClIO. 0 mortal, who hast desired great wisdom from us!
"3ow happy will you become amongst the Athenians and
amongst the Greeks, if you be possessed of a good memory,
m&. be a deep thinker, and endurance of labour be implanted
in your soul, and you be not wearied either by standing or
walking, nor be exceedingly vexed at shivering with cold,
nor long to break your fast, and Jon refrain from wine, and
gymnastics, aud the other follies, and consider this the highest
excellence, as is proper a clever Ullin should, to conquer by
action and counsel, and by battling with your tongue.

STREP. As far as regards a sturdy spirit,3 and care that
makes one's bed uneasy, and a frugal and hard-living and
savory-eating belly, be of good courage and don't trouble

I ..Alluding to Homer, Od. r. 278, 'AXX' oTEl:ovVIOV Ipov a¢I/COpIO',
8':(lOV •A911"wV," Kmt. ' .

t .. The Greek haggis was roasted instead of being boiled; but in
other respects it appears to have resembled its Caledonian successor
Yerl. closely. There was the lame necessity in both for" nicking"
or •pricking," in order to let out the expanding air, a8 may be see a
trllm tho eloquent receipt in Meg Dod's CooT.e'71Book." W .. lIl..

• 8r(l Kriiger" Gr. Gr. I 68, 19, obi. 2. cr. Ach. 1186, ~u.
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yourself. I would offer myself to hammer on,' for tha\
matter.

Soc. Will you not,~ pray, now believe in no goo, except
what we believe in-this Chaos, and the Clouds, and the
Tongue-these three?

STREP. Absolutely I would not even converse with the
others, not even if Imet them; nor would I sacrifice to them,
nor make libations, nor offer frankincense.

CHO. Tell us then boldly, what we must do for you i fOI
you shall not fail in getting it, if you honour t and admire us,
and seek to become clever.

STREP. 0 mistresses, I request of you then this very small
favour, that I be the best of the Greeks in speaking by4 a
hundred stadia.

Cno. Well, you shall have this from us, 80 that hence-
forward from this time no one shall get more opinions passed
in the public assemblies than you.

STREP. Grant me not to deliver important opinions; for I
do not desire these, but only5 to pervert the right for my own
advantage, and to evade my creditors.

CHO. Then you shall obtain what you desire; for you do
not covet great things. But commit yourself without fear to
our ministers.

STREP. I will do so in reliance upon you, for necessity op-
presses me, on account of the blood-horses, and the marriage
which ruined me. Now, therefore, let them use me as they
please. I give up this my body to them to be beaten, to be
hungered, to be troubled with thirst, to be squalid, to shiver
with cold, to flay into a leathern bottle,6 if I shall escape clear

, "J1I"Ixa~l:fVflV is a proverbial expression! as Wolt says,like the
German, for a man wlio submits to any thing, 'Er lasst auf sicb
8chmieden.''' Felton. "Ut ferrum in me cudant." Brunck. "I
can stand, like an anvil, the hammer." WaZ,h. " To forge to your
purpose,' Liddell'. Lee, in voc.

I See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs, 8.
• See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 1I,oba. • Cf. Ran. VB. 91.
I "&(1a is Attic for 0(10V, that is, f/OVOV, .olum tantum!' Bnmd:.• cr, Eg. VB. MO. " For the construction, see Soph. Gr. Gr. § 181.-

"lton. Cf. also Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 55,3, ob•• 7.
" Now let them work their wicked will upon me;
'fbt.,'re welcome to my carease; let 'em claw it,
~n~ H with thifS~ 1If11\hunger, frl it, freele It,
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from my debts, and appear to men to be bold, glib of tongue,
audacious, impudent, shameless, a fabricator of falsehoods,
inventive of words, a practised knave in lawsuits, a law-tablet.
a thorough rattle, a fox, a sharper, a slippery knave, a dis-
sembler, a slippery fellow, an impostor, a gallows-bird,' a
blackguard. a twister, a troublesome fellow, a licker-up of
hashes. If they call me this, when they meet me, let them do
to me absolutely what they please. And if they Iike, by Ceres,
let them serve up a sausage out of me to the deep thinkers.

CHO. This man has a spirit not void of courage, but
prompt. Know, that ift you learn these matters from me,
you will possess amongst mortals a glory as high as heaven.

STREP. What shall I experience?
CHO. You shall pass with me the most enviable of mortal

lives the whole time.
STREP. Shall I then ever see this?
CHO. Yea, so that many be always seated at your gates,

wishing to communicate with you and come to a conference
with you, to consult with you as to actions and affidavits of
many talents, as is worthy of your abilities.3 [To Socrates.]
But attempt to teach the old man by degrees whatever you
purpose, and scrutinize his intellect, and make trial of his
mind.

Soc. Come now, tell me your own turn of mind; in order
that, when I know of what sort it is, I may now, after this.
apply to you new engines.!

STREP. What? ily the gods, do you purpose to besiege
me?

Soc. No; I wish to briefly learn from you if you are pos-
\essed of a. good memory.

STREP. In two ways, by Jove. If any thing be owing to

Nay, flar the very skin off; 'tis their own;
So that may but fob my creditors." Cumberland.

• .. Passow and Pape, IJ rogUIJ that aeseT1le, the cat-o'-nilltl-taiU."
Felton.

t See KrUger's Gr. Gr. § 56, 11, obs.
• .. d(ta = a(iw, =tit tuo ingenio tlignunl est. So Ach. VI. 8, .l(u)\

r; 'BUIlDJ. Cf. ibid. 205.l1vp.l3. p.lTIll1oii is a mere gloss upon VS. 470.'
BotM.

, .. By p.7Jxava, Socrates understands new arts and methods, bu,
the old man warlike macliinH j hence his I'~s'ud q"e-stiQJl in \1It; f9l-
19Winl{vers~." Rar~.



138 TIlE CLOUDS.

me, J have a very good memory; but if lowe, unhappy man, •
I am very forgetful,

Soc. Is the power of speaking, pray, implanted in yoltt
nature?

STREP. Speaking is not in me, but cheating is.
Soc. How, then, wiII you be able to learn ?
STREP. Excellently, of course.
Soc. Come, then, take care that,' whenever I propound any

clever dogma about abstruse matters, you catch it up imme-
rliately,

SmEP. What then P Am I to feed upon wisdom like a
dog?

Soc. This man is ignorant and brutish. I fear, old man,
lest you will need blows.t Come, let me see; what do you
do if I\ny one beat you?

STREP. I take the beating; 3 and then, when I have waited
a little while, 1('1\11witnesses to prO\'e it; then, again, after
a short interval, I go to law.

Soc. Come then, lay down your cloak.
STREP. Have I done any wrong?
Soc. No; but it is the rule to enter naked,
STREP. But I do not enter to search for stolen goods.
Soc. Lay it down. Why do you talk nonsense?
SlREP. Now tell me this, pray. If I be diligent and learn

zealously, to which of your disciples shall I become like?
Soc. You wiII no way differ from Chrerephon in intellect ••
Srner-, Ah me, unhappy! I shall become half-dead.
Soc. Don't5 chattcr; but quickly follow me hithcr with

smartm-ss
S rn.:I' Then give me first into my hands a honeyed r, cake;

[or I am afraid of descending within, as jf into the cave of
Trophonius.

I See note on Lys.316.
I .. Ieh fiirehte Graukopf, dass du viele IHebe hrauchst." /)rn!/3~" •

•~n example of" Anticipation." See Kruger, Gr. Gr. I (iI, 6, obs,
2. Ji, is the second \!l'r.on of the deponent form,

• .. t'(J1rroluu =patior me oerberari;' [)ill(i()rf,
I Accu!lltif!1U respectta, See Krilger's Or. Or. t 46, 4.
• See note on Ran. 299.
t It They threw a honeyed cake to the serpents in tbe catt' 01

t'ropbonIua, in ord·· t,. .,Qcif1 them." B~riki',
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Soc. Proceed ; why de ;rou keep poking abuut the door?
[Exeunt Socrates and Strepsiades.]

CHO. 'Yell, go in peace, for the sake of this your valeur,
May prosperity attend the man, because, being advanced into
the yale of yeara-he imbues his intellect with modern sub-
jects, and cultivates wisdom! [Turning to the audience.]

Spectators,' I will freely declare to you the truth, by Bac-
elms, who nurtured me: So may I conquer.t and be ac-
counted skilful, as that, deeming you to be clever spectators,
and this to be the cleverest of my comedies.' I thought pruper
to let you first taste that comedy, which gave me the greatest
labour, Ana then I retired from the contest+ defeated by
vulgar fellows, though I did not deserve it. These things,
therefore, I object to you, a. learned audience, for whose sake
I was expending this labour. But not even thus will I ever
willingly desert the discerning+ portion of you. For since
what time my Modest Man and my Rake? were very highly
praised here by an audience, with whom it is n pleasure even
to hold converse, and I (for I was still a virgin, and it was
not lawful for me as yet to have children) exposed m.II oir..
qwing, and another girl took it up and owned it, and you
generously reared and educated it, from this time? I have hall

1 "This is a very learned para basis, and contain'! much that is
wortl1}"of perusal, and much that relates to the history of the old
comedy." Kuster. "This address was written after the first edi-
tion of the play had been damned." Walsh.

• "Thl' poet uses the aor. opt., because he refers to his hopes of vic-
tory in a single case, tma de re, i. e. the present dramatic represent ..
ation; but in the same sentence he employs the present optative,
(1'0/,,1;0;/,'11'.) because duration of time is to be expressedo--the con ..
tinuance of his fame as a poet." Felton.

3 .. Aristophanes declares this play to be the most elaborate of all
his works; but in such expressions we are not always to take him
exactly at his word. On all occasions, and without the least hesi ..
ration, he lavishes upon himself the most extravagant praises;
and this must be considered a feature of the license of comedy."
Schlegel.

4 "inr' nlOcp. fopr.j1llJicibm imperitl« prcmutlctalltib,I8." Em.-The
Author's tact would unquestionably have prevented him from All..
plying so direct a censure to the audicnce ; a11l1we willi\l~ly agree 111
opinion with Dobree And Mitchell, thnt the sarcasm Wa~ ain ed Ilt
lIICCeuful rioal», So 11180 Walah.

• See KrUger'. Gr. Gr. I47, D. • Alluding to his Alllra".r"
• IIJ. Hildem ill feat wiecin Fpl~mein Vertraun auhure Huld,'

Dr~~lrl
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aon pledges of your good-will towards me. Now, therefore,
like that well-known Electra.! has this comedy come seeking.
if' haply it meet with an audience so clever, for it will recog-
nise, if it should see, the lock of its brother. But see how
modest she is by nature, who, in the first place, has come,
having stitched to her no leathern phallus hanging down, rea
at the top, and thick, to set the boys a laughing; nor yet jeered
the bald-hended.t nor danced the cordax; nor3 does the old
man who speaks the verses beat the person near him with his
staff, keeping out of sight wretched ribaldry; nor has she
rushed in with torches, nor does she shout lov, lob; 4 but lias
come relying on herself and her verses.1I And J, although so
excellent a poet, do not give myself airs, nor do I seek to de-
ceive you by twice and thrice bringing forwnrd the same
pieces; but I am always6 clever at introducing new fashions,
not at all resembling each other, and all of them clever: who
struck Cleon in the belly when at the height of his power,
and could not bear to attack him afterwards when he was
down. But these scribblers, when once Hyperbolus has
given them a handle, keep ever trampling on this wretched
man and his mother, Eupolis, indeed, first of all craftily in-

t The allusion is tu the means employed by 1Eschylus in Ilia
Chuephorte to bring about Electra's recognition of her brother Orestes.
iEschylus had represented her as assured of her brother's arrival
hy having found a lock of hair at Agamemnon's tomb resembling
her own. Euripides in his Electra sneers at this contrivance as
improbable, and requiring a supernatural amount of cleverness and
discernment. Aristophanes promises that his Muse shall be equaU"
clever, and shall recognise their good-will if they only give thu play
the applause awarded to his Daualeis, For the demonstrative, see
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 01, 7, obs, 7. For the matter, see Schlegel, Dran-,
Lit. pp, 122, 128.

• • Aristophant's was bald-headed." Droy,en.
I .. Nor does the aged gentleman, who

Spouts the witty lines to you,
Strike his friend with cudgel of oak.
To conceal a stupid joke," Wahh.

, Exclamations, with which this very play opens.
I The Scholiast has very justly found fault with these boasts of

our poet; and proved, from his own works, that he has been guilty
of all the offences against decency and good taste which he repro-
hends so freely in others, The justifications attempted by Sc\lll~,
and Siivern are lame in the extreme.

• 1.iddeU', Le~. vile. Cl'Ofa:op,"
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traduced hid l\Iaric~ having basely, base fellow, spoiled by
altering my play of the Knights, having added to it, for the
sake of the cordax, a drunken old woman, whom Phrynichus
long ago poetized, whom the whale was for devouring. Theil
again Hermippus made verses on Hyperbolus; and now all
others press hard upon Hyperbolus, imitating my simile of
the eels.' 'Vhoever, therefore, laughs at these, let him not
take pleasure in my attempts; but if you are delighted with
me and my inventions, in times to come you will seem to be
wise.!
I first invoke,3 to join our choral band, the mighty Jupiter,

ruling on high, the monarch of gods; and the potent master
of the trident, the fierce upheaver of earth and briny sea ; and
our father of great renown, most august ~ther, life-supporter
of all; and the horse-guider, who fills the plain of the earth
with exceeding bright beams, a mighty deity among gods and
mortals.

Most clever spectators, come, give us your attention; for
having been injured, we blame you to your faces. For
though we benefit the state most of all the gods, to us alone
of deities you do not offer sacrifice nor yet pour libations, who
watch over you. For if there should be any expedition with
no prudence, then we either thunder or drizzle small rain.
And then, when you were for choosing as your general tole
Paphlagonian tanner, hateful to the gods, we contracted our
brows and were enraged; and thunder ( burst through the
lightning, and the moon forsook her usual paths; and the
sun immediately drew in his wick to himself, and declared
he would not give you light, if Cleon should be your ge-

I "Aristophanes refers to that very elegant passage of the Equite«
vs. 864-, which has often been imitated, according to our author, b)
other poets." Kuster.

I "You'll be thought, and not without reason,
Men of sense-till next year's season." lVal.th.

Who adds the following note: "That is to say, till the exhibition"r fresh comedies in the next February and March, when your
• sense' and judgment will be tested anew by having to decide upon
their merits."

• "Dich, der du hoch ill Himmel's Hoh'n
Waltest der Getter, II errscher Zeus,
Ruf" lch zuerst zum Festreihn," r>ro,.-

• A quotation (rom the TItICtf' of Sophocle••
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neral, Nevertheless YOll chose him. For they say that ill
counsel is in this city; that the gods, however, turn all these
your mismenagcmenta! to a prosperous issue. And how this
also shall be advantageous, we will easily teach you. If
you should convict the cormorant Cleon of bribery and em-
bezzlement, and then make fast his neck in the stocks, the
affair will turn out for the state to the ancient form again, if
you kaoe mismanaged in any way, and to a prosperous issue.'

Hear me3 again, king Phoebus, Delian Apollo, who in-
habitest the high-peaked Cynthian rock! and thou, blest
goddess, who inhabitest the all-golden house of Ephesus, in
which Lydian damsels greatly reverence thee; and thou, our
national goddess, swayer of the regis, Minerva, guardian of
the city! and thou, reveller Bacchus, who, inhabiting the
Parnussian rock, sparklest with torches, conspicuous among
the Delphic Bacchanals!

When we had got ready to set out hither, the Moon met
us, and commanded us first to greet the Athenians and their
allies; and then declared that she was angry; for that she
had suffered dreadful things, though she benefits you all, not
in words, but openly. In the first place, not less than a.
drachma 4 every month for torches; so that also all, when
they went out of" an evening, were wont to say, "Boy, don't
buy a torch, for the moonlight is beautiful." And she saya
she confers other benefits on you, but that you do not observe
the days at all correctly, but confuse them up and down; so
that she says the gods are constantly threatening her, when
they are defrauded of their dinner, and depart home not
having met with the regular feast according to the number
of the days•. And then, when you ought to be sacrificing, you
are inflicting tortures and litigating. And often, while we
gods are observing a fast, when we mourn for Memnon or

I So Equit. 803, a lI'avovpyti, =you,. knat:eriu. Demosth, Cor. I·.
32], 4, 01, EvrvX>Jr:tlTav iv /UVr:rpOI' = tliei,. IUCCU&C'at Leuctra.

t "\Vird 's nach alter 'Veise wieder, wo ihr dummgewesen seid
Euch zum Besten sich verkehren, mehren des Staats Gliick.

seligkeit." ])roy_
• "This verse is constructed in imitation of the dithyrambic

poets, whose compositions frequently began with these words; on
this account, according to a Scheliast, they were called .04,..,..
.nacte,:' Felton. •

• Go"'erned by 4tAlI~~G.
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Sarpedon, you are pouring libations and laughlng, For
which reason Hyperbolus, having obtained by lot this year tc
he Hieromnemon, was afterwards deprived by us gods of his I

crown: for thus he will know better that he ought 10 spend
the days of his life according to the 1\10011. [Enter SocraM.]

Soc. By Respiration, and Chaos, and Air, I have not seen
nny man 80 boorish, nor so impracticable, nor so stupid, nor
80 forgetful; who, while learning some little petty quibbles,
forgets them before he has learnt them. Nevertheless I will
certainly call him out here to the light.2 Where is Strep-
siades? come forth with your couch.

STREP. (from within). The hugs do not permit me to
bring it forth.

Soc. Make haste and lay it down; and give me your at-
tention. [Enter Strepsiades.]

STREP. Very well.
Soc. Come now. what do you now wish to learn first of

those things in none of which you have ever been instructed?
Tell me. About measures, or rhythms, or verses?

STREP. I should prefer to learn about measures; for it is
but lately I was cheated out of two eheenices by n meal-
huckster.

Soc. I do not ask you this, but which you account the most
beautiful measure; the trimeter or the tetrameter?

STREP. I think nothing superior to the semisextarlus.P
Soc. You talk nonsense, man.
STREP. Make a wager then with me,· if the aemisextarius

be not a tetrameter.
Soc. Go to the devil! how boorish you are and dull of

l~arning I Perhaps you may be able to learn about rhythms.

1 For this anacoluthon, cf. Aves, li35, 1456. Lye. 560. Equit, 392
110m. n. A. 478•
.• "Said satirically of the school of Socrates, as if it were a den

IIf wild beasts." Erne8ti. "i. e. because the fpoIITlarijploII was dark
and ~loomy. Hence Strepsiades compares it to the cave of 1'10-
phonius," Schutz.

I "The Attic medimnlU was divided into 48 cM.mice8. The iICTI~'
tuillrilU, or modilU, was the sixth part of a medimnlU, and contained
I e/umicu; therefore the fJ}'uIC,.ioll, or .emileztarilU, =4 CMn~"
Snl7lek. .

• cr.. \"h. 772, ins, 791. Hi/lil. 11.+. 411~.
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STREP. nut what good will rhythms do me ior a living?
Soc. In the first place, to be clever at an entertainment.

understanding what rhythm is for the war-dance, and what,
agnin, according to the dactyle.

STREP. According to the dactyle? By JO\'e, but I know it.
Soc. Tell me, pray.
STREP. What else but this finger? Formcrly, indeed.

\\ hen I was yct a boy, this here!
Soc. You are boorish and stupid.
STREP. For I do not desire, you wretch, to learn any of

these things.
Soc. What then?
STREP. That, that, the most unjust cause.
Soc. But you must learn other things before these: namely,

what quadrupeds are properly masculine.
STREP. I know the males, if I am not mad :-Kpuk, Tpayo!:,

TaUpOt, ,.uwv, liXEICTPVWV,'
Soc. Do you see what you are doing? You are calling

both the female and the male dXEICTPVWVin the same way.
STREP. How, pray? come, tell me.
Soc. How? 2 The one with !lOle is dXElCTpvc1v, and the othe»

is ,jXElCTpvc1v also.
STREP. Yea, by Neptune I how now ought I to call them?
Soc. The one OXEKTpualva, and the other oXilCTwp,
STREP. 'AXElCTpualva? Capital, by the Air! So that, in

return for this lesson alone, I will fill your "cip~o7(o!: full of
barley-meal on all sides.

Soc. See I see! 3 there again's another blunder I You
make "&p~07(o!:, which is feminine, to be masculine.

STREP. In what way do I make Kcip~o7(o!: masculine?
Soc. Most assuredly; just as if !Iou were to say KMwvvJJIJ!:.
STREP. How, pray? Tell me.
Soc. Kap~o7(o!: with you is tantamount to lUEWVVP0!:'
STREP. Good sir, Cleonymus had no kneading-trough, but
I "It is very stupid of the rustic to reckon a cock among quad-

rupeds; Socrates, however, does not notice this, but censures what
is more trifling." Bergler.

I This is certainly wrong. Repeated qtU1JtioM are always in the""'ti,,, (311'1II!:) form, as in 677. See Kruger, Gr. Gr. I 81, 17.ok
S An obvious emendation is :ETP. 11'';;, UI; ,fp'. :EO~. 1..",,:

• &e Herm. Vi!'. n. 235.
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kneaded his bread in a round mortar.' How ought I to call
it henceforth?

Soc. How? Call it l:OpM7rfJ, as you call !.w~paT".
STREP. Kapoo7r7]. in the feminine?
Soc. For so you speak it rightly.
STREP. But that would make it l:apOO1T7],KX£w"{'}lfJ'
Soc. You must learn one thing more about names, what

are masculine, and what of them are feminine.
STREP. I know what are female.
Soc. Tell me, pray.
STREP. Lysilla, Philinna, Clitagora, Demetria.
Soc. What names are masculine?
STREP. Thousands: Philoxenus, Melesias, Amynias.
Soc. But, you wretch l these are not masculine.
STREP. Are they not males with you?
Soc. By no means: for how would you call to Amynia.'!,2if

you met him?
STREP. How would 1 call? Thus:" Come hither, come

hither, Amynia!"
Soc. Do you see? you call Amynias a woman.
STREP. Is it not then with justice, who does not serve in

the army?1 But why should I learn these things, which we
all know?

I " Whether, in this obscure passage, the round mortar implies
Sicily, as it does in Vesp. (924, Dr. ed.),l do not undertake to say;
but m that case the meaning would perhaps be, that Cleonymus,
through the interest of his patron Cleon, had obtained some ap-
pointment in that island, where, like Laches, he had made con-
siderable pickings." :Mitch.

I Th's line Will serve to illustrate a principle in the Greek lan-
guage little known and less noticed: when a fimte !lerb and a }1articipk
are accompanied by an objectiv6 CU8eof a _I, t/w.t obJective clUedepend.
on tM participle 1Il preference to the finite eerb. Mr. Walsh (note lid
Acharn. p, 120, fin.) has e-rievously erred in this matter. Eur,
Hippol, 659, f'ij, aij, TOXp'l' uaopal ')'E')'EVP~VO'. "The Greek, al\\ay.
refer the participle to the same noun as the verb, even though the
case of the noun will not suit the construction of the participle."II",,.,.,,,,,. Comp. Ran. 1176.

• .. Instead of the usual lIarl,", I have given ijf'l, from the Ra-
\'lDUla 1\1S.,as suiting what has preceded, and very contemptuous."
nermanll. "oarl" fits Strepslades better, as be just before said tOlf
A~," Dindorf.

If Soc. There, there! you make a wenen of him at once,
Sun. Andfit it is for one who shuns th .. field:

A coward ought not to be call'!tJ man," C..m·"·l.,-.4
f.
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Soc. It ill 110 use, by Jupiter! Having reclined yourself
down here-

STREP. What must I do?
Soc. Think out some of your own affairs.
STREP. Not here, pray, I beseech you; but, if I must,

suffer me to excogitate these very things on the ground.
Soc. There is no other 'Vay.l [Exit Socrates.]
STREP. Unfortunate man that I am! what a penalty shall

I this day pay to the bugs! 2
CHO. Now meditate+ and examine closely; and roll your#

self about in every way, having wrapped yourself up; and
quickly, when you fall into a difficulty, spring to another
mental contrivance. But let delightful sleep be absent frorr
your eyes.

STREP. Attatai! attatai!
Cno. What ails you? why are you distressed?
STREP. Wretched man, I am perishing! The Corinthians,4

coming out from the bed, are biting me, and devouring my
sides, and drinking up my life-blood, and tearing away my
testicles, and digging through my breech, and will r. annihil-
ate me.

CHO. Do not now be very grievously distressed.
STREP. 'Vhy, how, when my money is gone, my complex-

ion gone, my life gone, and my slipper gone? And further-
more in addition to these evils, with singing the night-
watches,6 I am almost gone myself. [Re-enter Socrates.]

1 Compo Vesp. 1166. Pax, no. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 68,36, obs. 7.
• "Curse it] What swlngeing damages the bugs will gl-t! ..

JV.m4.
I "Jetzt, Freund, studirt l jetzt meditirt!

Nimm den Verstand zusammen
Und grubIe rastlos.

Doch schnell, wenn zu bunt es dir werden will,
Spring ab und uber

Zu andrem Forschen, Ferne nur
Bleibe dem Auge der hoIde Schlaf," Droy,m.

, .. He calls them Corinthiam, with a pInyon their proper name,
..sPlit." Droy.en.

• "Instead of the future oX';;, the Attics occasionally use oXi" .. ;
the later writers pretty <i'ten." KrUger. Brunck has mistaken it for
a pruml tense.

• The Athenian sentinels used to Bing at their posts, in order to
f,reven' their Calling asleep unawares during their night..watehes.
•It yO'!ild seem that a ahort ehoral ode has dropped O'Ut here.'



THE CLOUDS. 147

Soc. Ho you! what are you about? Are you not medi-
tating?

S'fREP. I? Yea, by Neptune!
Soc. And what, pray, have )'OU thought?
STREP. Whether any bit of me will be left by the bugs.
Soc. You will perish most wretchedly.
STREP. But, my good friend, I have already perished.
Soc. You must not give in, but must wrap yourself up ;

Cor you have to discover a device for abstracting, and a means
of cheating •. [TYallis up and down wltile Strepsiades wrap.
himself up in the blankets. ]

STREP. Ah me! would, pray, some one would throw over
me a swindling contrivance from the sheep-skins.'

Soc. Come now; I will first sec this fellow, what be is
about. lIo you! are you asleep?

STREP. No; by Apollo, I am not!
Soc. Have you got any thing?
STREP. No; by Jupiter, certainly not!
Soc. Nothing at all ?
STREI'. Nothing, except what I have in my right hand.
Soc. Will you not quickly cover yourself up, and think of

something?
STREF. About what? Cor do you tell me this, 0 Socrates!
Soc. Do you, yourself, first find out and state what you wish,
STREF. You have heard a thousand times what I wish.

About the interest; so that I may pay no one,
Soc. Come then, wrap yourself up, and having given your

mind play2 with subtilty, revolve your affairs by little and
little, rightly distinguishing and examining.

STREF. Ah me, unhappy man:
Droysen. II The genitive ~povpat; denotes time. See Soph, Gr. Gr.
t 196, and Kuhner, Gr. Gr. § 273, 4." Felton.

I II As Socrates is throwing (i1rr{3dJ..J..f&) the lamb or sheep-fleeces
(apva,,;oa<:) ul?on Strepsiades, the latter, before he is finally covered
up, delivers himself of a wish, suggested by the equivoque in the
words cipvaa:it; and apV7jITIt;." jlitch. .. Prom theslI lamb-fieeces know.
ledge hOIf, to fleece, It is a common Greek idiom to express a wi.th in
the form of a que8tUm." Felton •

.. 0 weh I wer 8chafft mir armen Kauz
Aus diesem LOcherkittel eine Lugidee!" Drofse»,

, See Liddell'. Lex. in voe. .. SlicinL small your reason:' WaliA.
"Cltt1ng the thought fine." F,/toI'I. 'l\lis seep''' better to .uit tb!l

• '!pu01l'ing words, /tad p,/t~o... .. . ~i
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Soc. Keep quiet; and if you be puzzled in anyone of your
conceptions, leave it and go; and then set your mind in mo-
tion again, and lock it up.'

STREP. (in great glee). 0 dearest little Socrates!
Soc. What, old man ?
STREP. I have got a device for cheating them of the interest.
Soc. Exhibit it.
STREP. Now tell me this, pray; if I were to purchase a

Thessallan witch, and draw down the moon by night, and
then shut it up, as if it were a mirror, in a round crest-case,
and then carefully keep it-

Soc. What good, pray, would this do you?
STREP. What? If the moon were to rise no longer any

where, I should not pay the interest.
Soc. Why so, pray?
STREP. Because the money is lent out by the month.
Soc. Capital! But I will again propose to you another

clever question. If a suit of five talents should be entered
against JOU, tell me how you would obliterate it.

STRF.P. How? how? I do not know; but I must seek.
Soc. Do not then always revolve your thoughts about

yourself; but slack away your mind into the air, like a cock-
chafer tied with a thread by the foot.

STREP. I have found a very clever method of getting rid
of my suit, so that you yourse1f2 would acknowledge it.

Soc. Of what description?3
STREP. Have you ever seen this stone in the chemists'

shops, the beautiful and transparent one, from which they
kindle fire?

Soc. Do you mean the burning-glass? 4

I See Liddell's Lex. in voc, ttly~pit"' •
.. N ur still I und kannst du mit der Idee nieht weiter fort,
So lass sie fallen, geh hinweg; dann wieder lass
Den Verstand auf selbe jagden und halt die Beute test." Droy_

Compo Suvern, Clouds, p. 6.
• Compo Vesp. 6. Pax, 1215. Ran. 1047. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 61,2,

obs.8.
I Compo Ran. 60, 289. Vesp. 630,1186. Thesm.76. Eccles.3f9

F.quit. 132f, 1339. Pax, 6H. The sense of 1'le in this construction
may b.. expressed by our about. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. 4 $1, 16, cbs. 3.

• .. The ancients someeimea used the cryllaJ, or la,piI apeculari.r, fOI
burning-glasses which would be a correct enough translation hi.
this passage. ltlass itself may be al1q<leo!tQ here, ror ita use'll.'
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STREP. 1do, Come, what would you say, pray, if 1were
to take this, when the clerk was entering the suit, and were
to stand at a distance, in the direction of the sun, thus, and
melt out the letters of my suit?

Soc. Cleverly done, by the Graces!
STREP. Oh 1 how I am delighted, that a suit of five talents

lias been cancelled!
Soc. Come now, quickly seize upon this.
STREr. What?
Soc. How, when engaged in a lawsuit,' you could overturn

the suit, when you were about to be cast, because you had no
Nitnesses.

STltEP. Most readily and easily.
Soc. Tell me, pray.
STREP. Well now, I tell you. If, while one suit was still

pending, before mine was called on, I were to run away and
hang myself.

Soc. You talk nonsense.
STREP. By the gods would I! for no one will bring an

action against me when I am dead.2
Soc. You talk nonsense. Begone; I can't teach you any

longer.
STREP. Why so?3 Yea, by the gods, 0 Socrates!
Soc. You straigbtway forget whatever you learn. For,

what now was the first thing you were taught? Tell me.
STREP. Come, let me see: nay, what soas the first l'4 What

cl'rtainly known among the ancients, perhaps as early a~ the time
of Aristophanes. & 'Ve find mention of burning-glasses as early as
the time of Socrates; and a number of lenses, more powerful than
those employed by our own engravers, have been found among the
ruins of Herculaneum.' St. John's Ancient Greece." Felton,

• all1'I~"':':'V. Dindorf; I would prefer aIlTui;",wv •
.. Wie wahrst im Process du dich gegen Klrigers Forde. ung
Wenn du weiut, du musst verlieren, da aller Beweis dir Cehitr"

Dro!l'~1I.
• .. Something appears to have been omitted after this verse. ,.

lhvy.en.
• .. lira 1'& is merely 1'i, 111'1; and something must be repeated from

the foregoing sentence. lIere 01'1111'1= 1'1,im,j f){,r; av 1" ~I~ata't;
pid at, quod r1UI docer« ampli~ noIu!" Hermans«; Cf. Kriiger, Gr_
Gr. f IH, 17, obs. 8.

• "Say'st thou the first! The very first-what was itt
Why,let me see; 'twas s('mething, was it not,
About the meal.-Ol&t on itl J have forgottr n it." ('umberlar."
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was the first? 1\ay, what W(J$ the thing in which we ImeOO
our flour? Ala me! what was it?

Soc. Will you not pack off to the devil, you most forgetful
and most stupid old man?

STREP. Ah me, what then, pray, will become of me,
wretched man? For I shall be utterly undone, if I do not
Jearn to ply the tongue. Come, oh, ye Clouds, give me Borne
good advice.

ClIO. 'Ve, old man, advise you, if you have a son grown
up, to send him to learn in your stead.

STREI'. Well, I have a fine handsome son, but he is not
willing to learn. What must I do? 1

Cno. But do you permit him ?j
STREP. Yes, for he is robust in body, and in good health

and is come of the high-plumed dames of Cresyra. I will
go for him, and if he be not willing, I will certainly drive
him from my house. [To Socrates.] Go in and wait for me
a short time. [Exit.]

ClIO. Do you perceive th at you are soon about to obtain
the greatest benefits through us alone of the gods? For this
man is ready to do e,-ery thing that you Lid him. But YOII,
while the man is astounded ana evidently elated, haying
perceived it, will quickly fleece him to the best of your
power.3 [Exit Socrates.] For matters of this sort are some-
how accustomed to turn the other way. [Enter Strepsiades
and Phidippides. ] . .

STREP. By :Mist,~ you certainly shall not stay here any
longer! but go and gnaw the columns of.Megacles, - .'

l'UIO. 1\1ygood sir, what is the matter with you, 0 father:
You are not in your senses, by Olympian Jupiter!

See Liddell's Lex. voc. piv, ii. 10. lIermann, Vig. n. 339, and note
on Thesm, 630. .

I See note on Lys. 884. I" Das leidest du 80 r" Droysm.
3 .. The order of the construction is this: ail ~i Tax,,,,, &11',,>.&.,. .. ,

lin 'II">'fiarov ~vvaaa. aVOPQJ: t.:1rUr>"IYpEvOV II:al '/laVfp';,; iIr'1JPP'VOV,
l'''OVC ourw!; ZXOVTa aVTOV/' Brunek;

" Du siehst, wie gnnz versehroben schon,
Ganz er benommen ist ; darum

RupFe den Narrn, beutle ihn aus, was du nur kannst." [\t'<>g1M.

• "Observe the new oath • By Mut,' evidently suggested hI btl
rocent intercourse with the philosophers." Pelton.
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S"IREP. See, see! "Ol:rmpian Jupiter!" WLat folly! To

think of your believing in Jupiter,· as old as :rou are!
Pmn, Why, pra:r, did you laugh at this?
t;TREP. Reflecting that you are a child, and have anti-

quated notions. Yet, however, approach, that you may know
more; and I will tell you a thing, by learning which 2 YOIl
will be a man. But see that :rou do not teach this to an!
one.

PaID. Well, what is it?
Sr REP. You swore now by Jupiter.
!)IUD. I did.
STREP. Seest thou, then, 110W good a thing is learning?

I'here is no Jupiter, 0 Phidippides l
Pmn, Who then?
STREP. Vortex reigns,3 having expelled Jupiter.
PUID. Bah! Why do JOu talk foolishly?
STREP. Be assured that it is so.
PmD. Who says this?
STREP. Socrates the Melian,4 and Cheerephon, who knows

the footmarks of fleas.
1)1111).Have you arrived at such a pitch of phrensy," that

YOII believe madmen ?
STREP. Speak words of good omen, and say nothing bad of

clever men and wise; of whom, through frugality, none ever
shaved or anointed himself, or went to a bath to wash6 him-
self] while you squander my property in bathing, as jf I

I Brunck and others put a comma after pwpia" and read ,"()11 Ala
,,~pj~HI', which is a gross error. The. exclamatory infinitive is
always accompanied by its article, when another exclamation has
gone before. Xen- Cyrop. ii. 2, 3, ,.ij, "vX'If:" "0 lpi "iiI' ").'19iI'T4
6tiipo TtJX,iv. See note on vs, 268.

• See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § Ill, 9, obs, 1. For ZlI'W" see note on
Lys.316.

• See Siivern, Clouds, p, 12. Socrates borrowed this idea from
Anaxagoras.

• .. In this witty and malicious expression lie is brought into
comparison with the well-known atheist Diagoras of Melos, as if the
poet had said, l:"'''paT'I' it 0:9(01::' Siivern.

• "So weit gekommen in seiner Tollheit ist er schon,
Dass er ubergeschnappten Narren glaubt." Droy.m.

• Cump. Pluto 85, and Silvern, Clouds, p. 5. The same i. related
.fthe painter Nlcias, and of Archimedea.
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were alread!J dead. But go as quickly as possrble and learn
instead of" me.

PUID. What good could? anyone learn from them?
STREP. What, really! Whatever wisdom there is amongst

men. And you will know yourself, how ignorant3 and stupid
you are. But wait for me here a short time. [Runs ciff.]

PmD. Ah me! what shall I do, my father being crazed?
Shall I bring him into court and convict him of lunacy, or
shall I give information of his madness to the coffin-makers?
[R~-enter Strepsiades with a cock under one arm and a lten
under the other.]

STREP. Come, let me see j what do you consider this to
be? tell me.

PHID. AIectryon.
STREP. Right. And what this?
PUID. Alectryon.
STREP. Both the same? You are very ridiculous. Do

not do so, then, for the future; but call this «'>"fKTp{,alva, and
this one d>..i,,:.wp.

PmD. 'A>"£KTpvalva I Did you learn these clever things by
going injust now to the Titans?'

STREP. And many others too; but whatever Ilearnt on each
occasion I used to forget immediately, through length of years.

PmD. Is it for this reason, pray, you have also lost your
cloak?

STREP. I have not lost it; but have studied it6 away.
PmD. What have you made of your slippers, you foolish

man?
STREP. I have expended them, like Pericles,6 for needful

I Compo Thuc. i. 141.
I This I believe the most proper way of eXl?ressing the force 01

Iral in formulee of this kind. On the other Side, see Kriiger's Gr.
Gr. § 69,32, obs. 16. Cf. 785, 1244. Aves, 508, 1446. Ach.917. Lys
171,526,836,910. Ran. 737, 935.

• See Siivern, Clouds, p. 9.• l.1Iy,v'ir: =!;1,opaxo1, alTE{3,ir:. II Himmelsstiirmer." Droy.en.
• • I have not lost, but .tudietl it away." JVatfh. II leh ha!J'tAII

"wstudirt." FeUon•
.. Verloren keincsweges, sondern verstudirt." Droy.m,

• "Plutarchu8 in Pericle, p. 363: roii ~1 II'pu,>"lovr: Iv rtji r;;c
fn'par1lriat aro>"0Ylap'; l'lra rtV.avrwv avaXwpa 'l'pci,pavror:,aVIJ>"_
";vwv II, rill'ov, 0 lijpor: arlo'taro, pq 7ro>"v7rpaypovqaa;;, Jl'l0' IAhl'cre
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puq.oscs. Come, move, let us go. And then it' you obey your
luther, go wrong if you like) I also know that I fonnerly
obeyed you, a lisping child of six years old, and bought you
a go-cart at the Diasia, with the first obolus I received from
the Helirea.2

PUID. You will assuredly some time at length+ be grieved
at this.

Srnzr, It is well done of you that you obeyed. Come
hither, come hither, 0 Socrates! come forth, for I bring to
you this son of mine, having persuaded him against his will,
[Enter Socrates.]

Soc. For he is still childish, and not used to the baskets here,
PUID. You would yourself be used! to them if you were

hanged.
STREP. A mischief take you! do you abuse your teacher?
Soc. "'V ere hanged" quoth 'a! how sillily he pronounced

it, and with lips wide apart! How can this youth ever learn
an acquittal from a trial or a legal summons, or persuasive"
refutation? And yet Hyperbolus learnt this at the cost of a
talent.
ro a1r0pP1/rov. That money had been expended in corrupting the
~partan leaders." Brunck; Compo 'I'hirlwall's llist; Greece, "01.
1lJ. p. 4-1.

I ..•Ira is sometimes placed before thelarticiple; ill such a mall'
ner, however, that it must be construe after It. Here fira r,p ".
,nOo,.. ita,.. = ",OOPUlOS;rrji warpl lIra itapapTf. Cf. Pluto 100-4,
I H8." llermall7l •

.. Verthu' so viel du willst,
Nur thu' dem Vater diess zu Lieb'!" Dr01J,en.

I Cf. Equit, ]080. Lys. 83+. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 6], ]2. Note on
Thesm. 602. Bockh's Publ, £C. Athen. i. p. 311, foll. 'TovrOIl is 'he
genitire Of price. See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 17.

• Compo Veep. 460.
• The meaning of this passage is disputed. Seager says, " Socra tel;

uses rpi{3wv for 'accwtomed;' Phidippides, for 'an old cloak.' III
ftpEpalO there is an allusion both to Socrates suspending himself ill
air on the rcplpaOpa" and to the hanging up of clothes on pegs."
Mitchell, following up this notion, has remarked, "The young
knight, after a contemptuous look at the Socratic cloak (rpi{3,,'v),
observes 'If you were .uspentled yourself, i. e. hung upon a nail,
the word 'Tpi{3wv might be strictly applied to you: for what arc )0\1,
after all !-an old cloak, and nothing better."

UGerichtet selber wiirst du gerccht, wenn du bocb 10 hingst."
Droy.tr.

See Liddelt's Lex. voc, X.,tVWlrI!:.
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SrREr. Never mind; teach him. He is clever by nature.
Indeed, from hls earliest years, when he was a little fellow
only so big, he was wont to form houses and carve shiJIII
within-doors, and make little waggons of leather, and make
frogs out of pomegranate-rinds, you can't think how cleverly.I
But see that he If''lrns those two causes; the better, whatever
it may be; and the worse, which, by maintaining what is
unjust, overturns the better. If not both, at any rate the
unjust one by all means,"

Soc. He shall learn it himself from the two causes ill
person.s [Exit Socrates.]

Srmcr-, I will take my departure. Remember this now,
that he is to be able to reply to all just arguments. [E.rit
Strepsiades, and enter Just Cause and Unjust Cause.]

JUST.4 Come hither: show yourself to the spectators,
although being audaclous.s

UNJUST. Go whither you please; for I shall far rather do
for you, if I speak before a crowd.s

.JUST• You destroy me ? Who are you? 7
UNJ. A cause.
JUST. Aye, the worse.

I Compo Ran .•H.
, .. WObeide nicht, so die ungerechte doch platterdings," Droy.m.
I .. The causes twain shall teach your son in person." lJ'al.th.
• .. The interlude which lIOW ensues between these allegorical

personages, contending for the possession of their pupil Phidip-
pides, after the manner of the Choice of Hercules, forms a vel")'
curious passage in this celebrated comedy. It is in some parts very
highly elevated; in others, very pointcdly severe. The object 01
the poet is, to bring before his audience the question between past
and present education, into full and fair discussion ~ comparing the
principles of the schools then existing with the pure and moral dis-
cipline of former times," Cumbo These allegorical characters ap-
peared in the dresses of .1Eschylus and Euripides respectively.
According to Wieland and Droysen, they are represented by hrc
/fame cocks in wicker cages. Suvern (" Clouds," p, 16) rt'jects this
Idea, and thinks the Unjust Cause may have worn the mask: of some
of the notorious wranglers of the day. From the epithets bestowed
on him (890, 915) he thinks he may have been Thras,rmachu9, and
the Just Cause ill the mask of Arislophalles himself.

• SEe Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 56, 13, obs, 2.
• Taken from the Telephu3 of Euripides.' For the sentiment, lei

Hippol. '"8. 986"' ,
r Comp, VB. 895, 900. Ran. 1062, 1064, 1297. Soph, Phil. 1:186

lUiiger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 8, obs, 7.
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Un. But I conquer y41U,who say that y41Uare better

than I.
JUST. By doing what clever trick?
UNJ. By discovering new contrivances,
JUST. For these innovations flourish by the favour of these

silly persons.'
UNJ. No; but wise persons.
JUST. I will destroy you miserably.
UNJ. Tell me, by doing what?
JUST. By speaking what is just.
UNJ. But I will overturn them by eontradicting them; Cor

I deny that justice even exists at all.
JUST. Do you deny that it exists?
UNJ. For come, where is it?
JUST. With the gods.
UNJ. How then, if justice exists, has Jupiter not perished,

who bound his own father?
JUST. Bah I this profanity now is spreading! 2 Give me a

basin.
UNJ. You are a. dotard and absurd.
JUST. You are debauched and shameless.
UNJ. You have spoken roses of me•
•TUST.And a dirty lickspittle
UNJ. You crown me with lilies.
JUST. And a parricide.
UNJ. You don't know that you are sprinkling me with

gold. . ,". '.
JUST. Certainly not so formerly, but with lead.s
UNJ. But now this is an ornament to me.
JUST. You arc yery impudent.s
UNJ. And you are antiquated.
JUST. And through YOll, no one of our youths is willing to

I "Wie das freilich im Flor ist Lei dem Volk,
Dem so thorichten Volk." Droysen,

I TOLTlJeRi 01}xwpt' TO JeaJeO.,. Vesp.1483. cr. Ran. 1018.
" Pfui I wie des Unsinns Dunst
Mir zu Kopf schon stcigt." Droy,en.

• .. Waa Gold du dir ncnnst, sonst galt 1'8 fiir Jucks." DrOll'''''''
• It !'or the construction of the genitive, see Mauh, Ur. Ur.an." Felkm. cr. Eq. 822. Ran. 1040.
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go to school r and you will be found out some time or other
by the Athenians, what sort of doctrines you teach the
simple-minded,

UNJ. You are shamefully squalid.
JUST. And you are prosperous. And yetI formerly you

were a beggar, saying that you were the Mysiall Tl'lephus,2
and gnawing the maxims of Pandeletus out of Jour little
wallet.

UNJ. Oh, the wisdom-
JUST. Oh, the madness--
UNJ. Which you have mentioned.
JUST. And of Jour city, which supports you who ruin her

youths,
UNJ. You shan't teach this !fouth, you old dotard.3
JUST. Yes, if he is to be saved, and not merely to practise

loquacity.
UNJ. (to Phidippides). Come hither, and leave him to rave.
JeST. You shall howl, if you lay your hand on him.
CHO. Cease from contention and railing. But show to

us, you, what you used to teach the men of former times, and
you, the new system of education; in order that, having
heard you disputing, he may decide and go to the school oj
one or the other.

JUST. I am willing to do so.
UNJ. I also am willing.
Cno. Come now, which of the two shall speak first?
UNJ. I will give him the precedence; and then, from these

things which he adduces, 1 will shoot him dead with new
words and thoughts. And at last, if he mutter, he shall be
destroyed, being stung in his whole face and his two eyes by
my maxims, as if by bees.

CHO. Now the two, relying on very dexterous arguments
and thoughts, and sententious maxims, will show which of
them shall appear superior in argument. For now the whole

1 See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § S6, 13, obs, 2.
• .. The pathos-loving Euripides had brought the unfortunate

king Teleplius on the stage as a beggar furnished with a wallet.
Aristophanes, however, in order to bit two birds with one stone,
calls the maxims Pandeletian: after a pettifogger and ~rl'ophant of
that name, who had been ridiculed by Cratirius," W'lj;

• cr. n. 1249. Plut.79. Aves, 910. Ach. JJ711.
.. -,
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c.risis of wisdom I is here laid before them I about which my
friends hare a very great contest. But do you, who adorned
our elders with many virtuous manners, utter the voice in
which you rejoice, and declare your nature.

JUST. I will, therefore, describe the ancient system of
education, how it was ordered, when I flourished in the ad-
vocacy of justice, and temperance wag the fashion. In the
first place it was incumbent that no one should hear the
voice of a boy uttering a syllable; and next, that those
from the same quarter of the town should march in good
order through the streets to the school of the Harp-master,
naked, and in a body, even if it were to snow as thick as
meal. Then again, their master? would teach them, not sit-
ting cross-legged, to learn by rote a song, either" IIIIXXcica'
7rfpabroXlv CflVQ.V," or "TIjXbropov T& {3oupa," raising to a
higher pitch 4 the harmony which our fathers transmitted to
us. But if any of them were to play the buffoon, or turn any
quavers, like these difficult turns the present artists make
after the manner of Phrynis,& he used to be thrashed, being
beaten with many blows,6 as banishing the Muses. And it
behoved the boys, while sitting in the school of the Gymnas-
tic-master, to cover? the thigh, so that they might exhibit no-

I "Alle Gefahr stiinnet ja ~etzt
Wider dich an, Philosophie,
Hier wo urn dich den grossten Kampf

Un sere Frcunde wagen." Drollsen.
t " Arrived, and seated wide apart, the master

First taught them how to chaunt Athena's praise."
be. John'. Ancient Greece.

See Dr. Franz's German-Greek Lexicon in voc, Schlagen, p. 4405.
a This verse contains the commencement of two old songs. The

first was composed by Lamprocles, son of Mid on, an ancient Athenian
poet. The second was composed by Cydides, a harper of Hermione.

• .. 1m~ehal~enen Ton, im gem essen en Takt, wie die Vilter vor
Zeiten gesungen,' 1>roysen.

• .. Phrynis of Mitylene, the scholar of Aristoclydes, is frequently
alluded to by the comic poets for having introduced a new specie.
of modulation in music, deviating from the simplicity of the ancient
harmony. When Callias was archon, Phrynis bore away the prize
for minstrelsy at the Panatheneea," Cumbo

'. Wie man jetzt beliebt nach Phrynis Manier, Solfeggienschadr-
kelgeziere,' Droysen.

• See KrU~er'l Gr. Gr. § +3. 3, obs. 3.
f See Dr.lcranz', G~rman-Greek Lexicen in voc. Scblagrll.ll. ~.
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thing indecent to those outside; then, again, after risingfra.
".e graund, to sweep the sand together, and. to take care not
to leave an impression of the person for their lovers. And
no boy used in those days to anoint himself below the navel·
80 that their bodies wore the appearance of blooming health.
Nor used he to go to his lover, having made up his voice in an
effeminate tone, prostituting himself with his eyes. NQr used
it to be allowed when one was dining to take the head of a
radish, or to snatch from their seniors dill or parsley, or to ~t
fish, or to giggle, ort to keep the legs crossed.

UN.J. Aye, antiquated and Dipolia-like, and full of grass-
hoppers, and of Cecydes,2 and of the Buphonian festival!

JUST. Yet certainly these are those principles by which
my system of education nurtured the men who fought at
Marathon. But you teach the men of the present day,
from their earliest years, to be wrapped up in himatia; 80
that I am choked, when at the Panathenaia a fellow, holding
his shield before his person, neglects Tritogenia, when they
ought to dance. Wherefore, 0 youth, choose, with confidence,
me, the better cause, and you will learn to hate the Agora,
and to refrain from baths, and to be ashamed at what is dis-
graceful, and to be enraged if anyone jeer you, and to rLit'
up from seats before your seniors when they approach, and
not to behave ill towards your parents, and to do nothing else
that is base, because you are to form in your mind an image (·f
l\Iodesty:3 and not to dart into the house of a dancing woman,

1 "Among the remains of ancient art there is, perhaps, not one
representing a man, woman, god, or deemon sitting cross-legged:'
Felton.

I An ancient dithyrambic poet. lIe is mentioned by Cratinus ir
his Panopta, "The Dipolia was one of the oldest festivals in Attica
in honour of Jupiter the protector of cities. Oxen were driven up
to the sacrificial table, and that one which first came forward to eat
the sacrificial bread was slaughtered by the priest, who then fled
away as though he were a murderer (fjovtpOJlo!:). The priest's axe
was then brought to trial, condemned, and cast into the pit as a
malefactor. More enlightened ages made light of ridiculing such
ceremonies. " Droysen.

a "As "ou mean to engrave on your heart the image of Honour:'
IVal$h. 'Quoniam Verecundi.e fimulacntm (vita tua) rrpres.uTUII ea."
'rit:.!CM.

"Urn der Keu8cheit Bild an dir eell!.t niemals EU be.. udeln.'
l.Jroot-
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lest, while gaping after these things, oeing struck with an
apple by a wanton, you should be damaged in your reputation:
lind not to contradict your father in any thing; nor hy calling
him Iapetus, to reproach him with the ills of oge, by which
you were reared in your infancy.

UNJ. If you shall believe him in this, 0 youth, by Bacchus,
you will be like the sons of Hippocrates,' and they will call
you a booby.

JUST. Yet certainly shall you spend your time in the
. gymnastic schools, sleek and blooming; not chattering in

the market-place rude jests, like the youths of the present
day; nor dragged into court for a petty suit, greedy, petty-
fogging, knavish; but you shall descend to the Academy and
run races beneath the sacred olives along with some modest
compeer, crowned with white reeds, redolent of yew, and
careless ease, and of leaf-shedding white poplar, rejoicing
in the season of spring, when the plane-tree whispers to the
elm. If you do these things which I say, and apply your mind
to these, you will ever have a stout chest, a clear complexion,
broad shoulders, a little tongue, large hips, little lewdness.
But if you practise what the youths of the present day do,
you will have, in the first place, a pallid complexion, small
shoulders, a narrow chest, a large tongue, little hips, great
lewdness, a long psephism; and this deceiver will persuade JOu
to consider every thing that is base to be honourable, and
what is honourable to be base; and, in addition to this, he
will fill 2 you with the lewdness of Antimachus.

CHO. 0 thou that practisestf most renowned hlgh-tower-

1 "Hippocrates was a nephew of Pericles, His sons Telesippus
and Demophon were frequently derided for their s:!lint'8~. • Boobies"
({3XITopappal) was the name given to the two sons of Pericles."
Droy8en.

I .. Dubitari pot est an activum sit, (ut Ach. 798,) an passivum."
Hermann. There is, in reality, no doubt about it at all. No such
future 83 '/r).,fJ~opal ever existed. On the contrary, the active future
r:\fJ~... is of common occurrence. See Plat. Legg. ix, 13, 35: Eur,
Hipp. 587; Ariat. Eccl, 1042. For Antimachus, see Acharn. 1160.

a .. Oh sage instructor, how sublime,
These maxims of the former time I
How sweet this unpolluted stream
Of eloquence, how pure the theme!
Thrice happy they whose lot was east
Among the generations past:' Culftbtllcn.. ....
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Ing wisdom! how sweetly does II. modest grace attend your
words ! Happy, therefore, were they who lived in those
Jays, in the times of former men! In reply, then, to these,
o thou that hast a dainty-seeming muse, it behoveth thee to
say something new; since the man has gained renown. And
it appears you have need of powerful arguments ngainst him,
if you are to conquer the man, and not incur laughter.

UNJ. And yet I was choking in my heart, and was longing
to confound all these with contrary maxims. For I have
been called among the deep thinkers the" worse cause," on
this very account, that I first contrived how to speak against
ooth law and justice: and this art is worth more than ten
thousand staters,' that one should choose the worse cause, and
nevertheless be victorious. But mark how I will confute the
system of education on which he relies, who says, in the first
place, that he will not permit you to be washed with warm water.
And yet, on what principle do you blame the warm baths?

.JUST. Because it is most vile, and makes a man cow-
ardly.

UNJ. Stop! For immediately I seize and hold you by the
waist without escape, Come, tell me, which of the sons ot
Jupiter do you deem to have been the bravest in soul, and
to have undergone 2 most labours?

Jus·r. I consider no man superior to Hercules.
UNJ. Where, pray, did you ever see cold IIeraclean baths?

And yet, who was more valiant than he?
JUST. These are the very things which make the bath full

of youths always chattering all day long, but the palastraa
empty.

UNJ. You next find fault with their living in the market-
place; but I commend it. For if it had been bad, Homer
would never have been for represcnting Nestor as an orator;
nor all the other wise men. I will return, then, from thence
to the tongue, which this fellow says our youths ought not to
exercise, while I maintain tlley should. And, again, he :;ay!t

I ce vs. 1065. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 49, 2, obs, 3. Matthiri, § 450,
obs.2. Jelf, § 780, obs. 2. lIermann, Vig, n. 247, on Soph. Antig,
1266. Bremi, Dem, COl', § 178. Toup on Longin. XVIII. 1, Schafer,
(ireA" Cor. p, 89.

t The Greeks in generaiuse the short form, (1l'()J!iuw, &c.1) ex
du.si\'ely of phY8ical suffering. Yet we have lfllfl1VIJCa r" nf)." in
~n6t. I'ax, 820.
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they ought to be modest: two very great evils. For tell me to
whom you have ever seen any good accrue through modesty;
and confute me by your words.

JUST. To many. Peleus,' at any rate, received his sword on
account of it.

UNJ. A sword? Marry, he got a pretty piece of luck,
the poor wretch! while Hyperbolus,' he of the lamps, got
more than many talents by his villany, but, by Jupiter, no
sword!

J OST.And Peleus married Thetis, too, through his modesty.
UNJ. And then she went off, and left him; for he was not

lustful, nor an agreeable bed-fellow to spend the night with.
Now a woman delights in being wantonly treated. But you are
an old dotard. For (to Phidippides) consider, 0 youth, all that
attaches to modesty, and of how many pleasures you are about
to be deprived-of women, of games at cottabus, of dainties,
of drinking-bouts, of giggling. And yet, what is life worth to
you, if you be deprived of these enjoyments'! Well, I will pass
from thence to the necessities of our nature. You have gone
astray, you have fallen in love, you have been guilty of some
adultery, and then have been caught. You are undone, for
you are unable to speak. But if you associate with me, in-
dulge your inclination, dance, laugh, and think nothing dis-
graceful. For jf you should happen to be detected as an
adulterer, you will make this reply to him, "that you have
done him no injury:" and then refer him to Jupiter,3 how

I co Peleus, having withstood the solicitations of Atalante, wife ot
Acaatu!, was rewarded for his continence, by the gods, with a sword
of celestial temper, the workmanship of Vulcan. But Atalante.
having accused him to her husband, and stimulated Acastus to re-
venge a supposed attempt upon her honour. Peleus found himself
driven to declere war against him: and to this Adieus alludes, in
his retort upon Diceeus," Cumbo

t He was a lamp-seller and was accused of adulterating the
bronze of his lamps with lead, and thus obtaining a reater price
for them than they were worth. He became a note demagogue
after the death of Cleon. Compo Aves, 13.

co Hyperbolos dagegen hat der Lampner Lonnen Goldes
Erworben durch Unredlichkeit, doch allerdlngs em Schwert nicht,"

DroJ-
• "}'or Jove shall take the blame from ofl'your shoulders,

Being himself a cuckold-making god,
And ),ou a poor, frail mortal. How should YOll
In WIser, stronger, purer than a Rod 1" C'unlber14M.

~T
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even be is overcome by love and women. And yet, how
could you, who are a mortal, have greater power than a god?

JUST. But what, if he should suffer the radish through
obeying you, and be depillated with hot ashes? What argu-
ment will he be able to state, to prove that he is not a black-
guard?

UNJ. And if he be a blackguard, what harm will he suffer?
JUST. Nay, what could he ever suffer still greater than

this?
UNJ. What then will you say, if you be conquered by me

in this.
JUST. I will be silent: what else can I do'!
UNJ. Come now, tell me; from what class do the advocates

come?
JUST. From the blackguards.
UNJ. I believe you. What then? from what class do the

tragedians come?
JUST. From the blackguards.
UNJ. You say well. But from what class do the public

orators come?
JUST. From the blackguards.
UNJ. Then have you perceived that you say nothing to the

purpose? And look which class among the audience is the
more numerous.

JUST. Well now, I'm looking.
UNJ. What, then, do you see?
JUST. By the gods, the blackguards to he far more nurner-

ous. This fellow, at any rate, I know; and him yonder; and
this fellow with the long hair.

UNJ. What, then, will you say?
JUST. We arc conquered. Ye blackguards, by the gods, re-

ceive my cloak.! for I desert to you. [Exeunt the tioo Causes,
and re-enter Socrates and Strepsiades.]

Soc. What then? Whether do you wish to take and lead
away this your son, or shall I teach him to speak?

STREP. Teach him, and chastise him; and remember tllat

For the infinitive, cf. VB. 856, 996. Equit. 1187. Pax, 551. Kriiger
Gr. Gr. § 5.~, 1, obs, 5, and note on Ran. 169.

I .. The action of throwIng oft' his coat alludes to SOCI ates' cere.
mony of stripping hi, disciples before they were initi-ltcd into hi'
school." C'lIinbwland.

. .. .. .- _. ,. .. ~-
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you train him properly i on the one side able for petty suits ;
but train his other jaw able for the more important cnuses,

Soc. Make yourself easy; you shall receive him back a
clever sophist.

STREP. Nay, rather, pale and wretched,' [E.l·eunt Socrates,
StrepsiaJes, and Phidippides. J

CHO. Go ye then:2 but I think that you will repent of these
proceedings. We wish to speak about the judges, what they
will gain, if at all they justly 3 assist this Chorus. For in the
first place, if you wish to plough up your fields in spring, we
will rain for you first; but for the others afterwards. And
then we will protect the fruits,4 and the vines, so that neither
drought afllict them, nor excessive wet weather. But if any
mortal dishonour us who are goddesses, let him consider what
evils he will suffer at our hands, obtaining neither wine, nor
any thing else from his farm. For when his olives and vines
sprout, they shall be cut down; with such slings will Wfl
smite them. And if we see him making brick, we will rain;
and we will smash the tiles of his roof with round hailstones.
And if he himself, or nny one of his kindred or friends, at
any time marry, we will rain the whole night; so that he
will probably wish rather to have been even in Egypt,S than
to have judged badly. [Enter Strepsiades ioitlsa meal-sack on
his shoulder. ]

I Mitcbellz who follows Dindorf in assigning this speech (with the
reading of 11"'1', instead of 011'al 71) to Strepsiades, thus para-
phrases the passage: .. Nay rather, instead of Jt~.OIJ. let me find
him ':'xpOlJ and ICar:oJail'olJa; in other words, the exact counterpart
of Chrerephon and yourself."

I ..X"'P'iTi "V", addressed to father and son conjointly, who now
retire from the stage. The 110e is to be applied to Strepsiades, aI he
turns his back on the Chorus." },fitch.

I See Liddell's Lex. voc, tIC, iii. 6.
• Brunck's edition gins r1Ta TO" ICap7rOIJ nICovuat; cil'rl;\ovt; fV.

Utol"". But it is an invariable rule in the Greek language that
the leading noun (what ought to be taken 'Up first) should have the
article, the other not. This solecism is avoided ill Dindorf's edition.

• Where rain seldom falls. Perhaps Bergler is nearer the truth.
ill lIupposing the allusion to glance at the evil repute of the Egyp-
tians. The aorist infinitive retains its proper force as a past tense 111
the ecnstruetlon of the accusative with the infinitive and an article,
$S ••• 268, and after wrbcJ de,~randi et ptdanrU, 8S Vesp. 1422, 1+~7.
snd .ometUne~ al hen, after 8Ilv).0plu. cr. Ran. 673. Kt\i~r., Gr.
Gr. I 63, 6, obs, m

• :a
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STREP. The fifth, the fourth, the third, after this tile
secondj and then, of all days what I most fear, and dread,
and abominate, immediately after this there is the Old and
New.1 For everyone, to whom I happen to be indebted,S
swears, and says he will ruin and utterly destroy me, having
made his deposits against me; though I only ask what is
noderate andjust,-".My good sir,3 one part don't take just
now; the other part put off, I pray; and the other part re-
mit;" they say that thus they will never get back their moneu,
but abuse me, as that I am unjust, and say that they will go
to law with me. Now therefore let them go to law, for it
little concerns me, if Phidippides has learned to speak well.
I shall soon know by knocking at the thinking-shop. [K71ock,
It the door.] Boy, Isay! Boy, boy! [Enter Socrates.]

Soc. Good morning.t Strepsiades.
STREP. The same to you. But first accept this pl'esent;&

for one ought to compliment the teacher with a fee. And tell
me about my son,6 if he has learned that cause, which 7 you
just now brought forward.

Soc. He has learned it.
STREP. Well done, 0 Fraud, all-powerful queen r
Soc. So that you can get clear off from whatever suit you

please.
I The last day of the month. to which Solon gave the name of I,'le

iv'l 'ml v'a, as partaking of the light both of the old moon and the
new. To Strepsiades it is a day of horror, as placing him in danger
ofle~al proceedings by his creditors.

• • Da verschwort's denn jeder Glaubiger ; alle, Kosten gleich
Deponiren, sagt er, will er, mich jagen VOII Haus und Hof,"

Dray.en.
• .. Vortrefflicher, sag' Ich, press' mich doch um das Siimmchen

nicht l
Diess schiebe noch anf! ja diess erlass mir! to Dro!/&en.

• Strep8iadem 8alvere juheo, in the language of Terence.
• The promised bag of meal. There is an allusion to the contri-

butions of the friends and pupils of Socrates towards the mainten-
ance of their instructor. See Suvern, Clouds, p. 125.

• .. Accusativus de quo." See Mus. Crit. i. p, 532, and for thi!
use of .. Anticipation," see Kruger, Gr. Gr. 61, 6, obs, 2. cr. vse,
11il, 1185. Ran. 432, 750, 932, 14H. Eccles.1125. Soph. Phil. 573.

, "The antecedent of 8v is not viav, but Myov. Strepsiades wa~
\"err anxious that his son should learn the aoucoc Myo!: in order to
defraud his creditors. This &Oll.O!: Myoc: had just before bem brougltl
1m tM ,tag~ as a person: to which circumstance those words, h
u"riw, Iloqyay." refer." Seager. So.also Walsh, Droysen, and Felton
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STRE1'. Even it witnesses were present when I borrowed
tAemoney,

Soc. Yea, much more! even if II. thousand be present.
STREP. Then I will shout with II. very loud shout:' Ho!

weep, you petty-usurers, both you and your priucipals, and
your compound interests I for you can no longer do me allY
harm, because t such a son is being reared for me in this house,
shining with a double-edged tongue, my guardian, the pre-
server of my bouse, II. mischief to my enemies, ending the
sadness of the great woes of his father. Him do thou run
and summon from within to me. [Socrates goes into the
"ouse.] 0 child! 0 son I come forth from the house! hear
your father J3 [Re-enter Socrates leading in Phidippides.]

Soc. Lo, here is the man!
STREP. 0 my dear, my dear I
Soc. Take your son and depart. [Exit Socrates.]
STREP.4 Oh, oh, my child! Huzza! S Huzza! how I am de-

lighted at the first sight of your complexion! Now, indeed,
you are, in the first place, negative and disputatious to look
at, and this fashion native to the place plainly nppears, the
"'Vhnt do you say?" and the seeming to be injured when,
J well know, you are injuring and inflicting a wrong; nnd in
your countenance there is the Attic look. Now, therefore,
see that you save me, since you have also ruined me.

PHID. What, pray, do you fear?
STREP. The Old and New.
PUID. Why, is any day old and new?
STREP. Yes; on which they say that they will make their

deposits against me.
PUID. Then those that bave made them will lose them; for

it is not possible that two dnys can be one day.6
I See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 46, 6. Cf. Ach. 1201. For Tapa. Bee Mus.

Crit. i. p, 74.
I 010,= on TOIOiiTOt. See KrUger's Gr. Gr. § 61,13, obi 17; leU,

I 804, 9; Matth. § 480 obs. 3. .
• An adaptation of Hecuba's address to Polyxena.
• Here the scene changes to the front of Strepsiades' house.
I See SUvern, Clouds, p. 114.
• "Phidippidea wishes to show that the iv'l a:aivla, bein~ (leo ilays,

cannot be reckoned as one, therefore the words ~,.'pa& lvo mllat be
the tub;'ect, and not pi' ~p'pa. This would be contrary to his argu-
ment. Nor can we urge in this place a Schema Pindaricum. A.·
thouyh that is found iu Tragedy. (Hermann. Soph. Trach. 1117,) it
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STREP, Cannot it?
PRID, Certainly not; unless I tIllt same woman can be both

old and young at the same time.
STREP. And yet it is the law.
Pmn. For they do not, I think, rightly understand what

t.he law means.
STREl'. And what does it mean?
rUID. The ancient Solon was by nature the commons'

friend.
STREP. This surely is nothing whatever to the Old and New,
PItID. He therefore made the summons for two days, for

the Old and New, that the deposits might be made on the
first of the month.

HTREP. Why, pray, did he add the old day?
Pmn, In order, my good sir, that the defendants, being

present a day before, might compromise the matter of their
own accord j but if not, that they might be worried on the
morning of the new moon.

STREP. Why, then, do the magistrates not receive the
deposits on the new moon, but on the Old and New?

PRID. They seem to me to do what the forestallers do: in
order that they may appropriate the deposits as soon as pos-
sible, on this account they have the first pick by one day.

STREP. (turning to the audience). Bravo! ye wretches,
why do you sit senseless, the gain of us wise2 men, being
blocks, ciphers, mere sheep, jars heaped+ together? Where-
fore I must sing an encomium upon myself and this my son,

.- .. '.

is wholly abhorrent from the style of Aristophimes. Aristophanes
'Trote (vs. 1182) l'iVOIVT'.lv, and (vs, U33) 1ivoIVTO." FritzlcM.
So good a scholar as Fritzsche ought to have known that the
Greeks prefer to make the verb agree III number with the predicate,
rather than with the subject. Herod. ii. 16, al 9ij13al AfYlllfTO,
i&a).'fTo. See KrUger, Gr. Gr. § 63, 6. Matth. § 30.1.

I .. av appears also III theprotlUil, when the s\,eaker would express
sn inclination to assume a contingent realization, It corresponds
to the opt. with av ill independent propositions. Only in this view
is flail. r/JH!TooP'. similar." Kriiger. cr. Aves, 1018. Harper, p. 90.
Stallbaum, Plat. Men. p. 98)..B. Hermann, Vig. n. 303, 287, ad
Eur, Alc. 4~. Reisig, Corn. l.:rit. Col. p, 399. Bachmann's Anecd.
ii. 1" 371, 1U.

I Cf. Aeh. 919. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 2, obi. 11.
I ..The reader must bear in mind that the spectators .. t in roWl,

.. above another." Drow-. .
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on account of our good fortune.-" 0 happy Strepsiades 11 hoW'
wise you are yourself, and how excellent is the son whom
you are rearing 1" my friends and fellow-tribesmen will say
of me,2 envying me, when you prove victorious in arguing
causes.-But first I wish to lead you in and entertain you.rExeunt Strepsiades and Phidippides.]

P ASIAS. (entering witlj his summons-witness). Then, ought
n man to throwaway any part of his own property? Never!
but it were better then at once to put away blushes, rather
than now to have trouble; since I am DOW dragging you to
be a witness, for the sake of my own money; and further, in
addition to this, I shall become an enemy to my fellow-tribes.
man. But never, while I live, will I disgrace my country,
but will summon Strepsiades-

STREP. (from witltin). Who '5 there? [Enter Strepsiades.]
PAS. For the Old and New.
STREP. I call you to witness, that he has named it for two

days. For what matter do you summon me'!
PAS. For the twelve minre, which you received when you

were buying the dapple-grey horse.
STREP. A horse ?-Do 3 you not hear? I, whom you all

know to hate horsemanship!
PAS. And, by Jupiter, you swore by the gods too, that you

would repay it.
STREP. Aye, by Jove I for then my Phidippides did not

yet know the irrefragable argument.!
PAS. And do you DOW in tend, on this account, to deny the debt J

I ". 0 du ghiekseliger Papa,
Wie bist du selbst schon so klug,
Und welchen Sohn hast du jetzt! '
So preist mich bald Vetter, Freund,

Gevattersmann." Droy.en.
cr. Vesp. 1180. Lys. 845. Pax, 1125.

t .. Aecusativus de quo." See Mus. Crit. i. p. 532.
S .. Sententia ergo est: oll/c ,h:OVITI aVToii -ola{3ti).).ovTOI: P.f, 1I"

W&VTft vptit: Ylyv':'alClTf p.laoiivTa T7}V i1l'1I'IIC~v;" Brunck, Dindorfll
:lrd edition (printed by Didot) reads -b1l'ov; ovc ,h:ovtTf, IIv 'lravnr:
"I'til: ran p.taoiiv~· i1I'1I'IIC1!V•

.. Ieh ein Pferd t Ihr hort 's doth, leh,
Von dem ihr wisst, wie Ich Alles hasse, was Pferde heisst I..

Dro,--
• "I grant you, in my folly 1 did swear i

But then m,y son had not attain'd the art
Urthe new logic uncenfutable,' ~lcJIIJ.
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STREl'. Why, what good should I get else from his in-
Itruction?

PAS. And will you be willing to deny these upon oath of
the gods?

STEEP. What gods?
PAS. Jupiter, Mercury, and Neptune.
STEEP. Yes, by Jupiter! and would pay down, too, a three-

obol piece besides to sweat,
PAS. Then, may you perish some day, I for your impudence!
STEEP. This man I would be the better for it, if' he were

eleansed by rubbing with salt.
P A.S. Ah me, how you deride me!
STREP. He will contain six chose,
PAS. By great Jupiter and the gods, you certainly shall

not do this to me with impunity.
STEEP. I like your gods amazingly; and Jupiter, sworn

by, is ridiculous to the knowing ones.
PAS. You will assuredly suffer punishment some time or

other, for this. But answer and dismiss me, whether you are
going to repay me my money. or not.

STEEP. Keep quiet now, for I will presently answer you
distinctly. rRuns into the house.]

PAS. (to }jis summons-tcitness). What do you think he
will do?

WITNESS. I think he will pay you. [Re-enter Socratestcitlt
tJ lmeading-trough.]

STREP. Where is this man who asks me for his money?
Tell roe, what is this?

P A:S. What this is? a "cip~o7rO!:.
STEEP. And do you then ask me for your money, being

such an ignorant person 7 Iwould not pay, not even an obolus,
to anyone who called the "ap~07r71"ap~o7ro!:.

PAS. Then won't you pay me?

I "Ernesti says Irl is redundant, Attically; Hermann translatel
It, PflrttU etiam preter impudentiam. Not so; a7roAo&o ITI means,
".,.6tU a/iquando, mogul du Roellnnmal ~u Schanden werden." FritucM.
Camp. Soph. El. 471. Eur. Hel. n. .Esch. Prom. 618.

s cr. Plut. 1062. Puias was, it seems, a corpulent man; there-
fore Stre'(lsiades compares him to a wine-skin, which waa usually
rubbed wlth salt to keep the leather sweet •

.. Gutausgelauget giib'er em en wackem Schlauch," V,.",_
/
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STREP. Kot, as far as I know. I Will you not then pack off
&I' fast as possible from my door?

PAS. I will depart; and be assured of this, that I will make
deposit against you, or may I live no longer!

STREJ>. Then you will lose it besides, in addition to your
twelve mina. And yet I do not wish you to suffer this,
because you named the ICapco7l"ot; foolishly. [Exeunt Pasias
and witness, and enter Amynias.]

AlIIYN.Ah me I ah me !3
STREP. IIa! whoever is this, who is lamenting? Surely

it was not one of Carcinus' deities that spoke.3
.AMYN.But why do you wish to know this, who 4 I am 7-

a miserable man.
STREP. Then follow your own path.s
AMYN. 0 harsh Fortune! 0 Fates, breaking the wheels

of my horses! 0 Pallas. how you have destroyed me!
STREP. What evil, pray, has 'I'lepolemus ever done you?
AMYN.Do not jeer me, my friend; but order6 your son to

pay me the. money which he received; especially as I have
been unfortunate.

STREP. What money is this?
AMYN.That which he borrowed.
STREP. Then you were really unlucky," as I think.
AMYN.By the gods, I fell while driving my horses.
STREP. Why, pray, do you talk nonsense, as if you had

fallen from an ass? 8

, "Not if I know it·
So bundle off directly from my d~or." lVal.!h.

Cf. Eccles. 350. The.m.34. Paxd!57. Ves]>.1288. Thuc. vi. 25.
Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 55, 3, obs, 5. Hermann, Vig. n. 154, Append.
II. 720.

1 Vss.1259, 1264,1265, 1272, are quotations from the LiC1Jnmitu
orXenocles, the son of Carcinus. .. Euphronius (ap. Schol.) in-
forms us that these verses are from the Licymnius of Xenocles, and
that they were spoken by Alcmena, when Licymnius had perished
through the fault ofTlepolemus." Fritzsche. Cf, Thesm. 169, 410.
Vesp.1501. Ran. 86.

, Comp. Pax, 1211. Lys. 3H.
« See KrUger's Gr. Gr. § 51, 8. Other editions punctuate dif-

ferently.
• "So gehe deines 'Wegs." Droysen.

• See note on Equit, 1017.
r Compo Pluto 390, 1033.
• .. He pla)'s upon the ambilluity of the words i for if you writ.
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AMIN. Do I talk nons.ense, if I wish to recover my money?
STREP. You can't be m your senses yourself.
AMYN. Why, pray?
STREP. You appear to me to have had your brains shaken

AS it were.!
AMYN.And you appear to me, by Hermes, to be going to

be summoned, if you will not pay me the money.2
STREP. Tell me now, whether do you think that Jupiter

always rains fresh rain on each occasion, or that the sun draws
from below the same water back again?

AMYN.I know not which; nor do I care.
STREP. How then is it just that you should recover your

money, if you know nothing of meteorological matters?
AMYN. Well, if you are in want, pay me the interest of my

money.
STREP. What sort of animal is this interest? 3
AMYN.Most assuredly the money is always becoming more!

and more every month and every day as the time slips away.
STREP. You say well. What then? Is it possible+ thst

you consider the sea to be greater now than formerly?
I)As. No, by Jupiter, but equal: for it is not fitting that it

should be greater.
STl~EP. And how then, you wretch,6 does this become no

way greater, though the rivers flow into it, while you seek to
increase your money?- Will you not take yourself off from
my house? Bring me the goad. [Enter servant with tJ

goad.]
all'" vov, it will be/rom your senses, a,..' avou "uwv is said proverb-
ially of an unlkilful man who cannot even sit an IISS." Bergler.

1 "Gleichsam ein Erdstoss, will mich bediinken, traC's Gehirn." .Dray,.,..
S "He does not actually summon him, because be bas no "bai.-

liff" with him, and therefore the notice would not hold good ill
law." lVal.t".

I "What sort of animal is this same interest! .. , ... !.th.
" Was ist das fiir ein Gesch§pfl" Droyaen.

• "Nun, Lieber, dass mit jedem .Monat, jedem Tag
Dip Summe Geldes gross und immer grosser wird,
J e lang und Iangere Zeit verfliesst." Droy,eN.

Compo note on VB. 1448.
• Comp, VI. 1345.

I' ..Oh thou miser I
.; That would'st stint the ocean, and yet cram

Thr .welling coffers till ther overflow." C..6ulollJ.
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.AM:TN. I eall ! you to witness these things.
STREP. (beating kim). Gol why do you delay? Won't

you march, Mr. Blood-horse?
AMYN. Is not this2 an insult, pray?
STREP. Will you move quickly? [PricRs kim behind 'with

tile goad.] I'll lay on you, goading you behind, you out-
rigger? Do you fly? [Amynias runs l?ff.J I thought I
should stir you,8 together with your wheels and your two-
horse chariots. [Exit Strepsiades. J

Cno, What a thing it is to love evil courses! For this
old man, having loved them, wishes to withhold the money
which he borrowed. .And he will certainly meet with some-
thing to-day,· which will perhaps cause this sophist to sud-
denly receive some misfortune, in return for the knaveries he
has begun. For I think that he will presently find what
has been long boiling up, that his& son is skilful to speak
opinions opposed to justice, so as to overcome all with whom-
soever 11eholds converse, even if he advance most villan-
ous doctrines; and perhaps, perhaps hisfather will wish that
he were even speechless.

STREP. (running out of tke house pursued by hls son).
I1ollo I Hollo I 0 neighbours and kinsfolk and fellow-tribes-
men, defend me, by all means, who am being beaten I Ah
me, unhappy man, for my head and jaw I Wretch 1 do you
beat Jour father?

PUID. Yes, father.
STREP. You see him owning that he beats me.
PHID. Certainly •.
STREP. 0 wretch, and parricide, and house-breaker 1

I Compo Ran. 528. Pluto 932•
• Compo Ran. 21. Plut.886. Soph. Col. 883.
I See 011 Ran. 268.

, "Doeh zuverliissigdiesen Tag
Macht sieh noch ein Ungemach,
Das den Erzsophistennarm

Sonder Harm
FUr aU' die ab~escb.wornen Schulden

Liisst die Strafe dulden.
lcb glaube das, wonach er strebt mit aller KrWl.

. ~r wird 's IU bald nur haben," Droy- •

• Be- KrUger, Gr. Or. , 51, 2, obs. 4, and • as, 1

;
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PaID. Say the same things of me again, and more. Do y.:lll
now that I take pleasure in being much 1 abused?

STREP. You blackguard!
PHID. Sprinkle me with roses in abundance.
STREP. Do you beat your father?
Pam. And will prove, too, by Jupiter, that I beat you

with justice.
STREP. 0 thou most rascally! Why, how can it be just to

beat a father?
PHID. I will demonstrate it, and will overcome you in

argument.
STREP. Will you overcome me in this?
Pnrn, Yea, by much and easily. But choose which of the

two Causes you wish to speak.2
STREP. Of what two Causes?
PmD. The better, or the worse?
STREP. Marry, I did get you taught to speak against justice,

by Jupiter, my friend, if you are going to persuade me of
this, that it is just and honourable for a father to be beat by
his sons!3

PUID. I think I shall certainly persuade 4 you; so that, when
you have heard, not even you yourself will say any thing
against it.

STREP. 'V ell now, I am willing to hear what you haee to say.
CBO. It is j"c:Jr business, old man, to consider in what way

you shall conquer the man; for, if be were not relying upon
something, he would not be so licentious. But he is em-
boldened by something f!he boldness of the man is evident.
Now you ought to tell to the Chorus from what the contention
first arose. And this you must do by all means.

I See note on Thesm. 351.
s "So choose which of the Causes you'll defend." lJ"al.!la.

So also Droysen.
" F.l'ige utrum ex duobus s-nnonibua me velis perorare." EnmcA:.
1f'80, Aristophanes would have written {3ov}..u ).EyEIV pE.

, "You have learned the art with a vengeance, if this is the way
you are going to apply it." Felton. "Cet'tll til docendum curavi,jullitu.
rlpUgMTII, ri demonstTatUnu es, justum /lBSIlpatrem eerberari, The
commentators are mistaken." Frituche. See Hermann Vig. 11.:1311.

• " That I'll do
By process clear and categorical,
That you shall fairly own yourself a convert
.... a most wholesome cudgelling." C.,IIIiIfrIoDlf
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STREF. Well now, J will tell you from what we first began
to rail at one another. After we had feasted, as you know, I
first bade him take a lyre, and sing a song of Simonides.!
"The Shearing of the Ram." But he immediately said it
was old-fashioned to play on the lyre, and sing while drinking,
like a woman grinding' parched barley.

PllID. For ought you not then immediately to be beaten
and trampled on, bidding me sing, just as if you were enter-
taining cicadee?

STREF. He expressed.s however, such opinions then too
within, as he does now; and he asserted that Slmonides waa
a bad poet. I bore it at first, with difficulty, indeed, yet never-
theless I bore it. And then I bade him at least take a myrtle-
wreath 4 and recite to me some portion of .1Eschylus; and then
be immediately said, "Shall I consider .1Eschylus the first
among the poets, full of empty sound, unpolished, bombastic,
using rugged words t" And hereupon you can't think how
my heart panted. But, nevertheless, I restrained my pas-
sion, and said, "At least recite some passage of the mort'
modern poets," of whatever kind these clever things be."
And he immediately sang a pas"age of Euripides.s how a
brother, 0 averter of ill! debauched his uterine sister. Anll

I "0 yf', who prt;l'lltly cxplor ..
The wreck of Herculanean lore!

What rapture, could you seize
Some Theban fragment, or unroll
One pi ecious, tender-hearted scroll

Of pure Simonides !.. IVorciswortl,.
• .. Women while grinding used to beguile their labours with II

song ; and the), had a peculiar class of songs, called hr:p.u),101 'fca;,"
lIr""'t.. I'lutarch has preserved one of these,-

•A),u, p.{.).a, aMI'
"a; yap nITTa,,"!: ti),.i,
p..ya).q!: I\r.TV),~"I'/' {3aa&>..Ei",JV.
Grind, mill, grind,
For Pittacus too is a g"jll/1er,
Of great AIitylelie tl.e l.ing.

• "n~~sclbe bat er drinnen, ganz dasselbe schon geausscrt,'
lJl'o!lsett.

• Se» Suveru, Clouds, p. 37, 38.
• .. Wa, Neues nach dem Zcitgeschmack voll philosoph'scher

Schule.' Dray'",.
e All\lding to the ..EOl'JB of Euripides. which turned upon we

.ons of Macareus and Canace. OVId. Trist. ii. 881•
.. SOC, lis CII Ca.14t:e f:-:r.triJ allVWe ",io"
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( bore it no longer, but immediately assailed him with man,
..busize reproaches. And then, after that, as was natural, we
hurled word upon word. Then he springs upon me; and
then he was wounding me, and beating me, and throttling
me, and killing me.

PUID. 'Vere you not therefore justly beaten, who do not
praise Euripides, the wisest of poets?

STREP. He the wisest! 0, what shall I call you? But I
shall get beaten again.

PUID. Yes, by Jupiter, with justice.
STREP. Why, how with justice? Who, 0 shameless fellow,

reared you, understanding all your wishes, when you lisped
what you meant? If you 1said bryn, I, understanding it. used
to give you to drink. And when you asked for mamman, I used
to come to you with bread. And you used no sooner to say I

caccan, than I used to take and carry you out of doors. and
hold you before me. But you now, throttling me who was
bawling and crying out because I wanted to ease myself. had
not the heart to carry me forth out of doors, rou wretch: but
I did it there, while I was being throttled.

Cno. I fancy the hearts of the youths are panting to hear
what he will say.3 For if, after having done such things, he
shall persuade him by speaking, I would not take the hide ot
the old folks, even at the price of a ehick-pea.! It is thy busi-
ness, thou author and upheaver of new words, to seek some
means of persuasion, so that you shall seem to speak justly.

PHID. How pleasant it is to be acquainted with new and
slever things, and to be able to despise the established laws!
For I, when I applied my mind to horsemanship alone, used
not to be able to utter three words before I made a mistake;
but now, since he himself has made me cease from these pur-
suits, and I am acquainted with subtle thoughts, and argu-
ments, and speculations, I think I shall demonstrate that it is
just to chastise one's father.

I "Here ri may be expressed in Latin by eerte, oi. in vs. ]38:1,
corresponds to the I'iv in vs. ]382. Cf. vs, 1171." Hermann,

• For this remarkable construction, see Kruger's Gr. Ur. § 56, S.
obs. S.

• For similar examples of conciseness, see VI. 1084, 1-117. Ecclell.
%hT. Aeh. 748. Ran. 780, 873,939. Thuc. viii. so.

t .. So geben wir fur solcheealten Kauzen Fell
Keinen Pftti'erli1'!gweiter." Df'ogi",..

4-
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STREP. Ride then, by Jupiter; since it is better for me to

keep a team of four horses, I than to be killed with beating.
PUID. I will pass over to that part of my discourse where

you interrupted me; and first I will ask you this: Did you
beat me when I was a boy?

STREP. I did, through good will and concern for you.
Pili 0_ Pray tell me, is it not just that I also should be well

inclined towards you in the same way, and beat you, since
this' is to be well inclined-to give a beating? For why
ought your body to be exempt from blows, and mine not r
And yet I too was born free. The boys 3 weep, and do you
not think it right that a father should weep? You will say
that it is ordained by law that this should be the lot of boys.
But I would reply, that old men are boys twice over, and that
it is the more reasonable that the old should weep than tho
)'oung, inasmuch as it is less just that they should err,

STREP. It is no where ordained by law that a father should
suffer this.

PUID. 'Was it not then" a man like YOIl and me, who first
proposed this law, and by speaking persuaded the ancients?
Why then is it less lawful for me also in turn to propose
henceforth a new law for the sons, that they should beat their
fathers in turn? But as many blows" as we received before
the law was made, we remit; and we concede to them our
having been well thrashed without. return. Observe the
cocks and these other animals, how they punish their fathers ;
and yet, in what do they differ from us, except that they do
not write decrees?

• See Suveru, Clouds, p. 43.
I See Dote V8. 380, and on Thesm. 520.
• A J?arody on V8. 691 of the Alcestis of Euripides. CC. lIee. 122S

and Amt. Thesm. 124. Lya- 763. Ach.553.
• "Was not the author oCthislaw,

Like IOU and me, a man, sir?
And di he not persuade and draw

"",....-- The rest to adopt his plan, sir?
Then have not I, too, I would learn,

A right to be the author
OC a new law, that in return

The son should.beat the Cathert" JVal"A.
• U Was Hiebe wir vorweg empfahn, eh' dies Geset! gegeben,

Qnittiren wirund schecken 'a euch ala Sehulden. die verjahrten."
Dr'cy.....,.
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STREP. Why then, since you imitate I the cocks in all things,
(10 you not both eat dung and sleep on a perch?

I>JlIJ). It is not the same thing, my friend; nor would it
appear so to Socrates •
• S'fREP. Therefore do not beat me; otherwise you will one

day blame yourself.
PmD. Why, how?
S'fREP. Since I am justly entitled to chastise you; and you

to chastise your son, if you should have one.
PHiD. But if I should not have one, I shall have wept fOI

nothing, and you will die laughing at me.
S'fREP. To me indeed, 0 comrades, he seems to speak

justly; and I think we ought to concede to them what is fit-
ting. For it is proper that we should weep, if we do not
act justly.

1'1110. Consider still another maxim.
SmEP. No ; for I shall perish if I do.
PIIID. And yot2 perhaps you will not be vexed at suffering

what you now suffer.
SmEP. How, pray? for inform me what good you will do

me by this.
PUID. I will beat my mother, just as I have yoo.
S'fRF.P. What do you say? what do you say? This other

again, is 11 greater wickedness.
PHIl). But what if, having the worst Cause, I shall con-

quer yon in argning, proving that it is right to beat one's
mother?

1 "If you are thus for pecking at your father
Like a :young fighting-cock, why don't you peck
Your dinner from the dung-hill, and at night
Roost on a perch?" Cumberland.

t "The young ruffian seems to speak ironically and covertly:--
« And yet the yvwpq, which I am now about to propose for your
consideration, IS of such a nature, that, upon hearing it, all your
late and present feelings and sufferings will go for nothing ;'-im-
plying, that they will be succeeded by feelings so much more pain-
ful, that the former will, comparatively, vanish from his mind.
Strepsiades, catching only at the open, and not at the covert sense,
natura Iy expresses himself as impatient for any information which
is to be of benefit to him in his present condition." Mitch •

.. STltu. Nun geht's mir an den KrageI •.
I'IIID. Vieleelcht zum Troste wird '8 ibm sein, fur <1a9.was er

erfahren," /)roy'''''
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STREP. Most assuredly, if you de. this, nothlng will hinder
you from casting I yourself and your 'Yorse Cause into the pie
along with Socrates.-These evils have I suffered through
you, 0 Clouds, having intrusted all my affairs to you.

Cno, Nay, rather, you are yourself the cause of these
things, having turned yourself to wicked courses.

STREP. Why, pray, did you not tell me this then, but ex-
cited with hopes a rustic and aged man?

Cao, 'Ve always do this to him whom we perceive to be a
lover of wicked courses, until we precipitate him into misfor-
tune, so that he may learn to fear the gods.

STREP. Ah me! it is severe,2 0 Clouds! but it is just; for
I ought not to have withheld the money which I borrowed.-
Now, therefore, come with me, my dearest son, that JOu may
destroy the blackguard Chrerephon and Socrates, who deceived
you and me.

Pam, I will not injure my teachers.
STREP. Yes, yes, reverence Paternal Jove.3
PUID. "Paternal Jove," quoth'a! How antiquated JOu

are! Why, is there any Jove?
STREP. There is.
PHID. There is not, no; for Vortex reignsc having ex-

pelled Jupiter.
STREP. He has not expelled him; but I fancied this, on

account of this Vortex: here. All me, unhappy man I when
I even took you who are of earthenware for a god"

I "lp.j3aXliv l.;: 1"'" {3upa9pov. Eqq, 1356, apal; PfTiwl'OV il; 1"0 {3dpa·
flpovlpj3aXw. Vid. ad Pluto 431. It means to destruction;" Berg.

" Ifj'ou should make so fine a hit,
You have my full consent to throw

Your carcase down the Felon's Pit;-
Where else could you expect to go 1

And carry with you, if you please,
The Weaker Cause, and Socrates." Walsll.

ri I' 4).).0 'Yf=cerlis8ime. Ct: vs. 1287.
I .1Ei \Vetter I iirgerlich ist 's, ihr Wolken, doch gerecht."

Droy8crt
• "Evidently a line from some tragedy or other. The Athenians

worshipped a Paternal Apollo, but not a Paternal Jove, because
Apollo was fabled to have been the father of the Ionian race.
Other tribes, BUPfosed to have been descended from Jove, wor-
.hipped a Paterna Jove, but not a Paternal Apollo," WIlZ,h.

• v•.1474 is in Dindorf's ed. bracketed as spurious, Shakspeare,
Tempest, act v. se, 1.



178 "IlR CLOl'J)S. tm-15ill

1'1111>. Here rave and babble toyc rrself,' [Exit PAid-
ippides.]

STREP. Ah me, what madness! 2 How mad, then, I was,
when I ejected the gods on account of Socrates! But, 0
dear Hermes, by no means be wroth with me, nor destroy me;
but pardon me, since I have gone crazy through pratinz
And become my adviser, whether I shall bring nn action 11011
prosecute them, or whatever you think.3- Yon advise me
rightly, not permitting me to get up n law-suit, but as soon
as possible to set fire to the house of the prating fellows.
Cl\~c; hither, come hither, Xanthias! Come forth with a
l-ulder nnd with a mattock, and then mount upon the think-
Ing-shop, and dig down the roof, if you love your master, until
;r(l:.t tumble the house upon them. [Xanlhias mounts upon
the rorif.] But let some one bring me a lighted torch, and I'll
make some of them this day suffer punishment, even if they
be ever so much Impostors.

1ST DIS. (.from tl."itltin). Hollo! hoIlo! 4
SrREP. It is your business, 0 torch, to send forth u'.lUndant

tbm.!. [Moullts "pan the roof.]
1ST !JIS. What are you doing, fellow?
t;TREP. What I am doing? why, what else, than chopping'

logic with the beams of your house. [Sets the house onfire.]
2ND DIS. (from within). Ah me! who Is setting fire to

our house?
STRF.P. That man, "hose cloak you have taken.
3RD DIS. (from witMn). You will destroy us I you will

destroy us !
STREP. For I sleo wish this very thing J unless my mat-

tock deceive my hopes, or r should somehow full first and
break my neck•

.. What a thrice-double ass
'Vas 1, to take this drunkard for a god,
And worship this dull fllol."

.. The ull man here points to an ill-made, round earthen vase, \\ hlch
stood in front of Socrates' house; such as wert' probably Bet outsid ..
i,. the country, instead of the city Hermee," Wolf. .

I .. Stop here, and rave and drivel to yourself." JYal.th.
• For the omission of the article, see note on I.ys. 96;.
• •• Oder was dir beliebt." Drov.en.
• See Sill'ern, Clouds, P: 113. ... .

• "Was anders aId
leh nebm' an eurem Hause die n!lchdiaiektik rer." lJroptft.
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Soc. (from within). Hollo you! what are you doing,
pray, you fellow on the roof?

STREP. I am wulking (In air, and speculating about the
sun.

Soc. Ah me, unhappy! I I shall be suffocated, wretched
man I

Cn .t<:R. And I, miserable man, shall be burnt to death I
STHEl'S. For what has come into your heads that you acted

Insolently towards the gods, and pried into the scat of the
moon? Chase, pelt, smite them, for many reasons, but espe-
cially because you know that they offended against the gods I
[1'1le tltinking-shop is burned down.]

Cno, Lead the way out; for we have sufficiently acted ns
chorus for to-day.2 [Exeullt omnes.]

I See Siivern, Clouds, p. 108.
I "Lead out, and conclude the redoubtable play·

We have chanted and eaper'd enough for to-Jay." IV/ll•.~.
See Hermann, Vig. App. p. 710.

!WU or TIlE CLOUDS.





THE .WASPS.

DRAMATIS PERSONJE.

SOSIAS, lT hil
XANTHIAS, S wo Slaves of P ocleon.

PHILOCLEON, an Athenian Dicast.
UDELYCLEON, his Son.
CHORUS, Athenian Dieaste habited as WII'l'8.
FLUTE-GIRL (xpuaop.,,>'oAOvll&ov, TS.I341).
BAKING-WOMAN.
DOGS, Plaintiff and Defendant-
PLAINTIFF.
BOYS (dressed as crabs).
8LAVE (attending the Chorus).
CH..£REPHON (as a mute).

The S~t:n lies at Athens, in the house of l'hi!ooleo.

'.

....
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FOR the date and other particulars relative to the perforrnanee of
this Comedy I give the words of Clinton, in the Fast. Hell. p. 69,
2nd edit •

.. Aristophanis l:t[>iil<f,.Arg. Vesp. U'OGXO" It,.l aPXOVTO, 'Apwioll
(,ie) oui «I>').WVIOOII-l;r; A~vQla. (Anthesterion, or Feb. B. c. 422,
01. iii. 89,) I<al IV;I<a 'Il'PWTO'«I>.).WVIO"I: [OIj,TfPO,)•••••• npotiywv.·
.AlVI<WV npE<rj3t<r.TpiTO, (.ie legendum 11cod. Rail.). Ed. Ald. et Kus-
ter. «I>.).wvio", 'Il'poaywv. r).avlewv 'Il'pE<r{3f<r.,"pi,.o,. Cod. Brunckii,
«I>.).wvi~", ••••••• 'Il'poaywv. r).fvI<ti, npt<rj3ti, ,.ptir; .•••••• Cod.
Ravenn, 4>.).wvio"r; 'Il'poaywv. AWI<';;v 'Il'PE<rj3f1rtr. The name of
Leucon was corrupted: because the first letter of npodywv. adhered
to the following wont, npoAroNlAEYKON; hence the corruption
of the word into rAEYKON and rAAYKON. Leucon, the comic
poet, is acknowledged bv various testimonies: Athen. viii. p. 343,
c. Phot. Lex. v. Ti!3.o •• Hesych, v. naa'll',,'-and flourished in these
times.c-Vide Suid. AtvI<wv. Philonides, therefore, obtained the
prize with the l:l/>iilel,of Aristophanes; as he obtained the first with
the BaTpaxo. (4).)....v;o,,, i'll'typat[>" I<a; lvilea) in B. c. 405, 01. iv. 93."

In The Wasps, as in the two preceding Comedies, a knowledge of
the jurisprudence of Athens is absolutely necessary and indispens-
able. This Drama is a satire 011 that litigious spirit so prevalent ill
every rank at the time of its representation. The plot IS soon told.
Philocleon (i. e. a partisan of Cleon) is represented as a bigoted
devotee to that malady most incident to his countrymen. Bdely-
deon: his son, (i. e. an opposer of Cleon,) endeavours to persuade
him, by every means in his power, to change his I?resent mode of
life for one of a more noble cast. Every thing fails. At last: he
proposes to convert his own house into a court of justice, ann to
remunerate Philocleon for his absence from the public suits. This
succeeds, and the theft of a Sicilian cheese, by a house dog soon
gives the old gentleman a means of exercising Ius old craft as ~icast.
By an inadvertency he acquits the defendant-a'll'a,."Oti, aleWV Toj"
a'll'oo.I<dtotltrav t[>opuI/tii~ov. The Parabasis follows. Afterwards
Philocleon is brought forward in a different point of Tiew, to use
Mr. Mitchell's words, as, .. The dicast turned gentleman;" or, as the
Greek has it, 0 c~ 'Y'PWV 'Il'p;',av).Ov I<ai opx,,<r,v rpEr,ua., leai l").-
"o'll'oui ,.0 cpiipa. "The Wa&ps is, in my opinion. the feeblest 01
Aristophanes' plays. The subject is too limited, the folly it ridi-
cules appears a disease of too singular II descriJiltion, without a
lufficient uniTerBality of application, and the action is too much
drawn out. The poet himself speaka this time in very mcdest lal1-
uuage of his means of entereainment, and does not even l'fomiae UI
immoderate laughter." ScM~id.



'fHE WASPS.

(&~ItNE-thefro1tt of Bdef!Jc[eo7/'s ~JUle.J

SOSIAS, XANTUIAS.

&>.3. You there, what ails you, 0 wretched Xanthias ?
XAN. I am learning to get rid of the nocturnal watch.'
Sos. Then you owe your ribs u great mischief. ' Do you

know~ what a monster we are guarding?
XAN. 1 know; but I am desirous of sleclling without caregl

for a short while. .
Sos. Do you run the risk, at any rate;4 since some swect

drowsiness is poured over my own pupils too.
XAN. What, are you mnd,l; pray? or are you freneied ?
Sos, No; but a species of Snbazian sleep possesses me.
XAN. You then worship the same Subasius'' with me; for

just now a nodding slumber upon my eyelids, like some Per-
sian, lias invaded me. And in truth I saw just now a won-
drous vision.7

, See Lidd. Lex. in voc, II:araA{,w.
tIn Brunck o7IJ~ar, which ia sometimes used in the Attic poets,

See Pierson ad MOlcJid. p., 283. Cf. Jelf, § 735,2.
a Gr. /r.7r0f"pl''IpiIJat. Vide Eur, ~ut aiunt) Rhes. vs. 550.
• 0'0111',at any rate. See Kruger s Gr. Gr. § 6!l, :;2, obs, 2, and

note on Thesm. 612.
• Arist. Fragm, 1711, uA~:'1 1I"al'al'>p0"';(,'; Soph. Electr, 117!l,

oin' .i ""t'l,'a,; Cf, }Cach. Choeph. j6:l. EJmsle)' on Heracl, -1211.
• Sabaaius is the Phrygian name for Bacchus. The root of it ii

said to be .. ~b,,"a Persian word, which signifies" omllia vtriaitat.
induen ••" Monnt Dindymis Will the fertile nurse of the supersli.
tious rites which deluged Oree~e and Italy. for the dative at\e~
4l.brOt, lee Jelf, t 6912. cr. Eq.6l0. Rail, llSIi

r See Kriiger, Or. ur, , 20,
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Sos. And I too, verily, SUCll a one as I never beheld before.
But do you tell yours first.

XAN. l\lethought an eagle, very large, flew down into the
forum, and snatched up in its talons a shield covered with
brass, and bore it aloft towards heaven. And then methought
Clconymus I had thrown it away.

Sos. Cleonyurus, then, differs in no wise from a rid(Ue.2
" Hew, pray," some one will say to his drinking companions,
" happens it that the same beast on the earth, and in heaven,
and in the sea, threw away his shield ?"

XAN. Ah me! What evil then will happen to me, who
havc 3 seen such a vision?

eos, Do not be concerned, for nothing strange will happen;
no, by the gods.·

XAN. Yet, in truth, n. man who has cast away his arms, is
a strange thing. Come, tell yours, in return.

Sos. Why, it is important j for it relates to the whole of
the hl1115 of the state.

XAN. Then tell me quickly the keel of the matter.
Sos. About my first sleep, some sheep" sitting together

with staffs and cloaks, appeared to me to be holding 1111 us-
sembly in the Pnyx. And then, mcthought a whale, a re-
celveress-general,? having the voice of a bloated sow, made 1\

speech to these sheep.
XAN. Faugh l
Sos. What's the matter?

I Cleonymus frequently falls under the lash of comic satire. Vide
Nub. v. 352, KAlI:')!vpoV TO)! ';i.Jiaa7l"tV. Pac. 446-673.

• Vide Athen. lib. x, 448, C.
I Similar to this is Falstaff's alarm, Merry Wives of Windsor:

II They are the fairies: he, that speaks to them, shall die :
I'll wink and couch: no man their works must eye."

Act v. Bc.1i
• See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 69, 3t
I A hit at the tragedians. who were very fond of naval meta-

phors. See Soph. Ant. 7H. Eur, Med. li22. Ore st. 70li. Arist
Eq. i60.

• Aristophanes often derides what he calls the ,hfepi&hne" of th.
Athenians. The /3m:Tqp.O)I and Tp./3W)!IO)! were badges of the Ui-
cast's office.

r An allusion to Cleon's rapacity in receiving bribes from .u
quarters, natives a8 well a8 foreigne ..'
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Xu. Stop, stop, don't tell any more: your vision stink!'
most abominably of rotten bide.

Sos, Then the accursed whale with a pair of scales was
weighing bull's fat.2

XAN. Ah me, wretched man! He wishes to create divi-
sions amongst our people.

Sos, And methought Theorus sat neal' it, on the ground,
with the head of a raven. And then Alcibiades lisped and
said to me, "Do you see? Theorus has the head of a flat-
terer."3

XAN. Rightly did Alcibiades lisp this.
Sos. Is not that strange,~ then- Theorus becoming a

raven?
XAN. BJ no means, but most proper.
Sos. How?
XAN. How? Being a man, he then suddenly became a

raven. Is not this, therefore, clear to conjecture, that he will
be raised aloft from us, and go to the ravena ?

Sos. Shall I not then give two obols and hire a person,
wbo interprets dreams so cleverly ?

XAN. Come now, let me declare" the argument to the
audience; first having premised to them some few matters
as follows,6-to expect nothing very great from us, nor yet, on
the other hand, jokes stolen from Megara. 7 For we have nei ther
two slaves throwing about nuts from a basket amongst the
spectators, nor a Hercules defrauded of his dinner, nor Jet ill
Euripides again treated with insult; nor if Cleon even has be-

I Vide Equit, vs. 887, alf3oi'
OUItII: Itopaltal: 1l1rotp9frfi, f3;'pl11/I: ltaltll1TOV ii/:wv;

• There is a pla,Yon 01/1'01:, fut, and oijpor;, people.
• o>"~I: (opljl:) eEW>"Ol:(e,wp0l:) K';>"aKOr;(ltopaltol:), for an Ath('niaIJ

lisper would substitute). for p. See Plutarch, Alcib. c. i. S.h-ern,
Clouds, p. 47. Mitchell compares.-e-

'PUi Kal Aa,.paa 1'''.011 ""pa"a. Ko)'d"",,, a,op1t...
AO'TOII 'l'ah",o KopaE pu'po).0xo. '1'1 Ko),aE.

T"ilUfld POl, PIX",,,,,,,., .,.,,0. t';'oll TI.pvXa!;o,
Elaw9 lCal ~':IVT~"TO:'S "oXa"a~ lCopaKar.

n,.unck', A,la1. ii. 413.
• For the construction, cf. Nub. 381.
• Vide Elmsl. ad Heraclid. VS. 559 i and KrUger's Gr. Gr. § 1i4,

2, obs. 1. Cf. note on Lys. 864.
• Vide Dawes, MisceU. erit., ed. Kidd, pp. 550-554.
, Susarion was of M~gara. Viele Bentley'l piss. uron Ph.l~ri"

Pll 20'1.-211· Ansto!. Ethic. lib. iy. ,.
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come?conspicuous on account of his good fortune, will we again
make mincemeat of the same person. We have a little tale
with a moral in it, than you yourselves not more clever.l but.
wiser than vulgar comedy. For we have a master there
asleep above, the mighty one, he in the highest floor. He
commanded us two to keep guard over his father, having
confined him within, in order that he may not go forth out of
doors, For his father is Indisposed with a strange d::l?:l8e,
which no one could ever hit upon or conjecture, unless he were
to hear it from us. For guess! Amynias here, the bon of
Pronapus, saJs he is a 10Yerof dice; but he says nothing to
the purpose.

Sos. By Jove, he judges of the disease from his own case.
XAN. No; yet "lo"e" is the beginning of the evil. This

Sosias here says to Dercylus that he is a lover of wine.
Sos. By no means; for this is a gentleman's disease.s
XAN. Nicostratus, of Scambonis, on the other hand, sa),s

that he is fond of sacrificing or fond of hospitality,
Sos. By the Dog,3 Nicostratus, not fond of hospitality,

since Philoxenus is a blackguard.
XAN. You talk nonsense to no purpose, for you will not

find it out. If JOu are truly desirous to know, be silent now;
for I will now declare the disease of our master. lIe is fend
of the Helirea, as never man was; and he loves this acting the
dicast, and groans unless he sit upon the fh st seat.! And during
the night he sees not even a morsel of sleep. But in fact':' if he
close his eyes, ifit were but a little bit, nevertheless his thoughts

I "Not so ftnely spun, that men of your ability will not be able
to comprehend it, and yet cleverer than one of our ordinary vulgnr
comedies," Mitchell. Cf. Aves, 537, 730.

t See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 61, 7,obs. 2, who has fullyexl!lained
and vindicated this idiom. lie quotes from Plato .j 0PX" aVT" ,.oii
[;'Jl"'''VTOl: "a",oii ttfvlTO, T1ti&'1)"" the commencement, <!ce. Stallbaum
has written (ad Pat. Apol. p. 18, A.) on this subjor-t very ignor-
antlyand (Jngm.lticaIlJ. Cf. Thuc, viii. 5!1, roo Eur, Iph, Aul.
73.. Ed. Hartung,

• Vide Athen.llb. ix. 3701 b. Eoi",o>' .. BciTTa", "Nol pa TljIIApnu-
8""." io,;", ..oi 'ICllJlu(or lIv«1 ;, orKOt- Ka. oil."-apaootn,,.1 #raTa 'Tijr KP("U~PJ'
-tvi. ';'P.lIVO"t 01rOTI leal Z';VWJI 0 K&-ruvr;' ..,.ijr (ITO"' ICTitJT",P ,-.flatP.''''''
T/lII KaTa Tij. "uu". 3/HoCII ]:"'''l'ciTOV', ••1: .,l~,). ':',..UUI T~" ",,1f"fI.:. Ii.
"E,...".oa., <1>'1"'" i" 'A'Wo"''''I/40'''''/40tTW

• See Ach. VI 25.
• "o;t-, In der 7'hat." K riilter.
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flit thither during the night around the clepsydra. And through
being accustomed I to hold the pebble, he gets up holding to-
gether his three fingers, as if offering frankincense at the New
Moon. And, by Jove, if he should behold written any where on
a door, .. Pretty Demus,' son of Pyrilampes," he'd go and write
close by the side of it, "l>retty Cemus."3 And he said that
the cock which used to crow at even, waked him late, having
been prevailed upon, receiving money from those under ac-
count. And immediately after supper he bawls for his slip-
pers; and then, having gone there very earl)', he sleeps
first, sticking to the column like a limpet. And through mo-
roseness awarding to all the long line,4 he enters his house like
1\ bee,or a bumble-bee, having wax stuffed under his nails, And
haying feared he might sometime want for pebble!', he keeps
a shingle within, in order that he may be able to act the
dicast, In 5 such sort docs he rave i and being admonished,
he always acts the dieast the more. Him, therefore, we are
guarding, having shut him in with bars, that he may net get
out; for his son is grieved at hi:; distemper. And at first
he appeased him with words, and tried to persuade him 110t til
wear the cloak. and not to go forth out of doors; but he used
not to obey. Next he washed him and cleansed him. nut
he dill not much heed it. After this he pui ifled him hy
CoryLantie rites. But he rushed out together with the kettle-
drum, and rushed into the New Court,6 and Legan to judicate,
But when now he did not profit aught by these ceremonies,
he sailed oyer to .iEgina. And then he seized him, and made
him lie down by night in the temple 7 of A':"culapius: but he
appeared at early dawn at the bar. From that time we no

I On this positiou, see Kruger's (Ir, Gr. § (i8, S, obs, 1, Cud the
pnssages there cited.

• The beauty of Demus, the son of Pyrilampes, stands recorded
in the pages of Plato. See his Gorgias. For the custom of thus
writing up the beauties of the day, or other incidents of public
attraction, vide Acharn. vs, IH.

3 This was properly.: funnel-shnpcd. top to tile roting IlI'n, through
which the votes were dropt into the ICaCot;.

4 See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 43, 3, obs. 3.
• Adapted from the SthenobaJG of Euripides. The same words are

found also in the Electra of Sophocles.
• One of the ten eivil l'''urtK at A til ens, I t was situated ill the

forum •
• See the Flutus, VBI. 411, 6Z1,63a, 640. Suet. in ViI. Claud. c. :uv
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longer let hlm out. But he used to escape through the sew-
ers and chimneys. And we stuffed up with rags every crevice
there was, and made them fast. But lie, like a jackdaw, used
to hammer in pegs for himself into the wall, and then used to
leap out. So we covered the whole hall with nets round
about, and keep guard. Now the name of the old man is
Philocleon, by Jove; but of his son here, Bdelycleon, having
wanton and haughty manners.

BDELYCJ.EOX.(from within). 0 Xanthias and Sosias, are
you asleep?

XAN. Ah me!
Sos, What is the matter?
XAN. Bdeljcleon is getting up. [Enter Bdelucleo«. J
BDEL. Will not one 1 of you quickly run round hither? for

my father has entered into the furnace, and is running about
like a mouse, having crept in. But look about, that IIC may
not escape through the hole of the kitchen-boiler. And do
you press against the door.

80S. Aye, Aye, master.2 [Sets !lis back against tlte door.]
BDEL. King Neptune I why in the world, then, does the

chimney rumble? IloIlo you! who are you?

PillLOCLEON.
PJIIL. I am smoke coming out.
BDEL. Smoke? Come, let me see of what wood you are.
PHIL. Of fig.3
BDEL. Aye, by Jove, which is the most pungent of smokes.

But,-for you will not go in, where is the chimney-board? Go
in again! [PhiTocleon is driven in again.] Come, let me-
also lay a lump of wood on you. There now5 seek some other

I All Attic crasis for 0 rTlpot. This must not 'be confounded with
J1Tlpot, Doric form of rTfpot. See Piers. ad Mrer. p. 432.

• .. His verbis significat servus se heri jussa exsequi. Pax, 275."
Brunck'lI Index. Cf. note on Ach. 815; and see Eq.111; Vesp.lOOS.
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs, 5.

a Alluding to the word C7VC09aVT'lt. There is a aimilar play OD
words in the Plutus, VB. 946, where the Sycophant aaya-

Mv o~(/'vtvrov Ati{3w TIVa,
CalIl'VCLVOV, c. T'. A. See also Ach. 726, 916.

4 See note on VB. 54.
I vii .. in Greek, as nunc in Latin, is frequently used with bitter

"tillY. Vide Jur, Sat., "I nuncl et ventiB vitam committe," Ace,;
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device. But I am wretched, as no other man is. who shall
cow be called the son of father 1 Capnius,

80S. Push against the door; now press against it very
vigorously, and like a man, for. I am coming there. And take
care of the lock and of the bar. Watch that he do not gnaw
through the peg.

PHIL. (from within). What are you going to do? Will
JOu not let me out, 0 most abominable, to judicate, but shall
Dracontides escape?

BDEL. Would you be vexed at this?
PmL. Yes, for the god at Delphi once upon a time re-

sponded to me, consulting him,2 that I should then pine away,
when anyone shall have escaped me.

BDEL. 0 Apollo, averter of ill, what an oracle!
Pmr., Come, I entreat yon, let me out, lest I burst.
nDEL. Never, 0 Philocleon, by Neptune!
PIIIL. Then I will gnaw through Jour net with my teeth.
BDF.L. But you have no teeth.
PIIlL. Ah me, miserable man 1 Would I could kill )'0\1 1

would I could! Give me a sword as quick as possible, or II
tublet of assessment.s

BDEL. This man desires to do some great mischief.
PHIL. No, by Jove, certainly not; but I wish to take and

sell my ass together with his panniers, for it is the New 1.10011.·
nDEL. Pray, could not I then sell it as well?
Pnn., Not as I could.
BDEL. No, by Jove, better. Come, bring forth the as!'.
XAN. What a pretext he has put forward! how dis-

semblingly! that you might let him out.
BDEL. Yes. but he did not draw up hls hook S in this way;

and again, "I nunc. et srevas, curre per Alpes," & c. See note 011
Thesm. 1001. .

I "So l:1"apvtov, Ran. 22, l:TpoM,or:. Av. 1077, and numerous other
places, where an imaginary oijpor: grows out of the circumstances."
JIitch. Cf. Eccles. 356. Ran. 427. Aves, 1126.

• Vide Elmsl. Prref. ad <Ed. Tyr. p. viii.
• Relates to the Attic divisions of actions at law into T''''I1"ol an(

4rlp'I1"OI.
• Vide Equit. vs, 43, O~TO(; 1"9 1TpOTEP~ vovp'lvlf

hrpia1"o ooii~ov.
• ·.lle proverb occurs in full, Thesmoph, 928,

dr" piv .; P1Jpn1Jor;oboiv 11T1r1l1Tf.Y.

,..
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fOI' I pcrceiv ed him contriving. Lhuvo a. mind to go in and
bring out the ass, that the old man may not even peep out
again. [Goes in and returns leadi/lg the ass.J Ass, why do
you weep? because you are to be soIllI to-day? Wnlk quicker.
Why do you groan, if you are not carrying any Ulysses P

XAN. But, by Jove, he is carrying some one here! below,
who has crept under him.

I~DEL. Of what sort? Let me see,
XAX. This here. [Points to Philocleon, who is hidden

finder tile ass's bell!!.]
!3DEL. What is3 this? Pray, who in the world are you, fellow?
l'IIIL. Nobody, by Jove.
TIr.!u .• You Nobody P Ofwhnt country?
l'lIIL. Of Ithaca; son of Runaway.!
RDEL. In no respect, by Jove, shall you go off with im-

punity, you Nobody! Draw him quickly from beneath. 0
most abominable! See where he's crept to! so thnt he seems
to me most like the foal of a summons-witness," [XantMa.r
and Sosias drag him from under the as~.]

PllIL. If you won't let me alone, we will do battle.
BDEL. About what, pray, will you fight with us?
Pnn, About the shade of an ass.
BDEL. You are aknavefaradvanced in artifice," and reckless.
PUIL. I a knave? No, by Jove. Yon nre not now aware

that I am most excellent. But you will know ii, perhaps,
\\ hen you eat the paunch of an old Heliast.l

I The Attics use the form 1rurpaaopat as a fut. pass.; not 1rpa6ir
troJta&-

• Cf. vs. 205, infra. Pax, 8-10. Aves, 279, 287. Rail. 170.
• Compo vs. 1509, infra, Aves, 859, 1030, H95. Lys. 350, H5.

Han. 39f 1209. Pluto 1097. Fragm. 178. Schafer on Theoc, xix.
IS. Sop 1. Col. 1697.

• TIllS Is Elmsley's emendation, which has been admitted by
I>indorf.

• .. The text plays on the word ""-'IT1jP. which signifies equally a
a"mnlOll&-wit,less and a packing-(uI," Mitch. Liddell (voc, ""-'1Tqp)
more correctly understands it as said 1rapa 1rpoaoo/C[av for foal oj
an (Us.

• I have here adopted Mitchell's interpretatlor., Voss and Flo-
rentius Chretien follow the Scholiaat and make it =far from art,
i. c. rudis,

• Philocleon understands 1rOV'lpor: and "plaro!: of what is bad or
Jtood to eat. Accordingly, instead of patlneh 0/ an (us, he lubstitute.
pIIunch 0/ a lJelw8t,'1rapa 'II'po(1oolCiav.
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BDEL. Push the ass and yourself into the house.
PlIlL. 0 fellow-dicasts, and Cleon, assist me. [E1'it Philo-

cleon with the ass.] ,
Bnsr., Bawl within, now the door has been shut. Do JOu

shove many stones against the door, and thrust in the peg
again into the bar, and put the great kneading-trough ngainst
the beam, and roll it quickly against it. [Exit Bde('1cleon.]

Sos, (scratclting his head and look;ng !r.iJ:ards the roof).
Ah me, wretched man! Wheuce in the world has the little
elod fallen upon III:: :

XJ.N. Perhnps from above a mouse has cast it upon )'OU
from some quarter.

80s. A mouse! No, by JO\'e, but some roof-haunting
Heliast here, creeping from under the tiles.

XAN. (spying Philocleon upon the roof). Ah me, miser-
able I the man is becoming a sparrow : he will fly off. Where,
where is the net? Shoo,' shoo !shoo, back again! [Re-enter
Bdelycleon: Philocleon retires agaiTl.]

HOEI.. By Jove, in truth it were better for me to keep
guard over ticione,2 instead of this my father.

Sos, Come now, since we have scared him away, and since
it [s not possible that he can ever give us the slip without
our perceiving it, why don't we lie down 3 only a little bit?

nOEL. Nay, you wretch, his fellow-dicusts will come ere
long, to summon this my fathcr.

Sos. What do YOll say? Nay, it is now early dawn.!
llOEL. Yes, by Jove; for they have got up late to-day ,

since they always summon him at mid-night, with lamps ill
their hands, and humming dear old songs from Phrynicnus'
J>hcenissre,swith which they summon him.

I Imperative of t10;'1'0', used as an exclamation to scare away birds.
~ III Pall ..ne, Vide Cramer's Greece, \ Ill. i.p. 248. It revolted in

favour of Brasidas from Athens; was besieged and retaken by
CleOIl, when, by order of the Athenian people, all the men "ere
put to death, and the women and children reduced to slavery; the'(I" n was then given to the Platreana who bad survived the ruin of
their own cit)'. Thucydv lib. v. 32. Compare a very similar line ill
Eccles, 145.

I Vide Elmsl. ad Heraclid, \'8. 805. Harper's Powers of the
Greek Tenses, p. 41. KrUger, Gr. Gr. § 53, G, obs. 2. cr. Lys. 181.

• From this, and many other passages, we find that Salmasius
.. de Lingua IlellenUtica," was under an errr r when he said this yord
did not occur in approved classic authora

• See Bentley's l'hal. p. 26a
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&8. Therefore, it need requires, we will pelt them I at
once with stones.

BDEL. Nay, you wretch, if anyone irritate the, rare of old
men, it is like to a wasps' nest; for they have also a w~ry
sharp sting in 2 their loins with which they sting; they buz and
bounce and strike like sparks. [Exit Bdel!Jcleon.]

80S. Do not heed it. If I have stones, I will disperse a
nest of many dicasts, [Xantkias and Sosias lie down and
fall asleep.]

ClIOI{US.3

Cno, Proceed, advance vigorously. Comias, do you tarry?
TIy Jove, you used not, however, to do so formerly; but you
were as tough as a piece of dog's skin. nut now CharinaJes
is better than you at walking. Strymodorus! of Conthyle,
best of fellow-dicasts, is Evergides any where here, or Chabes
ofPhlya? There is present what still remains, papre l pap:.eax!
of that youth, when at Byzantium 5 we were fellow-soldiers
keeping guard, both you and I. And then we two, while tak-
ing our rounds by night, stole, unobserved, the baker-woman's
kneading-trough; and then split it up and cooked some pim-
pernel.f Come, let us hasten, my friends, since it will be now
Laches'7 turn; and they all say that lie lias a hive of money.
Therefore Cleon our guardian ordered us yesterday to be there
in good time with bitter anger for three" days against him,

I This line, and 1491, infra, are the only known passages where
this form of the future occurs.

, See KrUger's Gr. Gr. § 68, 17, obs, 3.
I "Four and twenty persons here come upon the stage, preceded

by a boy bearing a lantern. It is the CHORUSof the piece. A mask
made to resemble a wasp's head and mouth, a waist contracted into
the narrowest possible point, and a sheath, from which a sting could
be emitted, sheathed, erected, or lowered at will, apprize the spec-
tators what their dramatic character is to be." Jfitch.

• For Conthyle, vide Cram. Greece, vel. ii. 412 i for Phlya, ii.3960
• Vide Thucyd. Jib. i. 9~.

• "The relics of that youth, which in Byzantium
Erst signalized itself, when thou and I,
Prowling by night, stole from the baker's wife
Her mortar, cleft, and cook'd our potherbs with it."

Whee/wrigM.
, For his military services, see Thuc. iii. 86,90, 103,IlS. He waa

aceused of peculation and bribery. Sl'e va, 895, infra.
I 10 allusion to the proclamation tcfore all expedition. V de
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to,) punish I him for his misdeeds. Come, It:t 1tS hasten, 0
companions in age, before it be day. Let us proceed, and at
the same time let us look about with the lamp on every side,
~st perchance some one in our way privily do us some mis

chief.
BOT.

BOT. Father, father, beware of this mud here.
Cao. Take )'OU then a chip from the ground, and trim the

lamp.
BOT. No; but methinks I'll trim it with this.
CHO. What has come into your head, pray, that you push

up the wick with your finger, and that too when the oil is
getting scarce, you dolt? for it gives you no uneasiness when
one is obliged to buy it at a high price.

Boy. If, by Jove, you shall admonish us again with your
knuckles, we will extinguish the lamps, and go away home by
ourselves j and then, perhaps, in the dark, deprived of this,
you will stir up the mud as you walk, like a snipe.2

CHO. .Assuredly a I punish even others greater than you.
But this here, as I tread on it, seems to be mud j and it is
certainly inevitable that the god rain within four days at
the utmost. .At any rate there are these here funguses 4 upon
the lamps; and he is wont, when this is the case, to rain
most of all. And whatever fruits are not early have need

Acbam. 197; Pae, 312, 716. It is said 1rapcl 1rpoa80ICiav for .qPfpWif
"'p"'vai.,.ov.

I This is Porson's emendation adopted by Dindorf. It is a con-
traction of 1<0).aaoJdvovI:. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. p. 169, and § 31J. 3,
cbs, 9. The old reading would be pres. part. mid. of 1<0).06w. .tor
:'v .qOiIC'l(uv, see Dote on Nub. 689 •
. t Vide Atben. lib. Ix. 388, F. ·A).i~avopol: 8' c\ l\h~J'O'Of; ~'la.v ISr.

,UI<P';; piv ",itwv lar1 'II'~pOIICOl:, 0).01: oi I<ararpa</>ol:.,.d wEpi .,./; I'W;o ...
IC'pal"oiJI: .,.Jj" xpoa", iJ'lf'o7fvppit"'v "aUov. A few lines below we
find it a granivorous (a'll'fppoMY0l:) bird. From Ub. xiv. 662, C
we find it Will a great delicacy:

ICollol" il" rouf''''V lI).wl:
.. pile tif'rariiva trvp{3a).tiv r';;v {3pwpcl.,.wv.

. See Kriiger)" Gr. Gr. , 69, 28, obs, 1.
I Vide Virgo ueorg. i.393,

•• N ec noeturna quidem carpen tes pensa puellll'
Neseiv~re hyemem: test1 cum ardente viderent
lciDtillare oleum, et putf'U conerescere11IPfOf."

o
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that there should be rain, and that the north wind blow upon
them. What is the matter, then, with our fellow-dicast in this
house, that he does not come forward hither to our company?
Assuredly he used not to be a laggard formerly,' but used to
lead the way in front of us, singing the sOllgs of Phrynlchus r
for the man is fond of singing. Come, I vote" we stand here,
my friends, and call him out 1.y singing, if by any means,
having heard my song, be should creep out of doors under
the influence of pleasure. Why in the world, then, does the
old man not show himself to us before the doors, nor answer?
Has he lost his slippers, or some where in the dark hit I.i.t
toe against any thing; and then has his anele become in-
flamed, being an old man? And perhaps be may have a
swelling in his groin. Assuredly he used to be far the fiercest
of our company, and alone used not to be persuaded; but
whenever anyone supplicated him, be used to bend his bead
down in this way and say, "You are boiling a stone." And
perhaps on account of the fellow of yesterday, who escaped us
by deceit by affirming, "That he was a friend of the Atben.
ians, and was the first who gaye information 3 of the affairs
at Samos,"-on this account baying been grieved, be then
perhaps lies sick C of a fever, For the mall is just that sort
of a person. Come, my good .sir, get up, nor thus torment
yourself, nor be angry; for a wealthj+ Individual of those
who betrayed our interests in 'I'hrace has come; whom take
care that you disgrace and make an end of. Lead on, my
boy, lead on.

Boy. Will you be willing, therefore, to grant me a favour,
father, if I ask any thing of you? , . ,

Cno. Certainly, my little boy. Tell me what pretty thing
you wish me to buy. I suppose you will doubtless say dice,
my boy.

" ,
I S,ee Kriiger'. Gr. Gr. § 50, I, obs, Ill. .'; ,
• (;f. VB. 1l20, infra. Aves, 33i. Equit, 654,,1311. Thesm.428-

Ran. 687, 1220. ,
a ~v-I<aTfill'OI. Vide Heindorf ad Plat. Phred. § 12. The per.

son supposed to be alluded to here i.Carystion. See TllUC. i. 115,
116, 117. • .

~ I<l'Tal, I, e. cubat; Teutonice .. er ut betlUigerig." Vide lIor. &tt-
I. 1~:.18,.. Trans Tiberim longl- cuhat is, prope C!psaris horlo s," lib.
1I. 1lI. 295 Epist, II. iii. 68; Blomf ad Callim. in Lav. v. 82-

• r:f. ECJ 1189. Pax, 639.
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Boy. No, by Jove, but dried figs,' my dear little papa, for

they are sweeter "
Cno. I would not, by Jove, if you were even to hang!
Boy. Then, by Jove, I will not conduct you any longer.
Cno. For from this small pay I with two others am obliged

to get my barlez-meal, and wood, and provisicn rt while )'OU
ask me for figs!

Boy. Come now, father, if the Archon should not hold his
court of justice to- day, whence shall we buy a breakfast?
Are you able to mention any good hope for us two, or "IIelle'8
sacred strait?" 3

Cno, Apapee l alas! apnpm l alas! by Jove, I do not know
whence we shall have a dinner.

Boy ... Why then,· wretched mother, did you bring me
forth, in order that you nlay give me troubles to feed upon fit

Cno... I wore thee, then, a useless ornament,lI my little
wallet."

Boy. Alas! alas! .. Itis our fortune to groan."6
Pun, (peeping out). My friends, I have been pining

away this long while, as I listened to you through the cre-
vice. But indeed I am not able any longer to sing. What
shall I do? I am guarded by these j for I have been wishing
this long while to go with you to the balloting urns and work

I See note on vs. 145.
• .. Every thing eaten, with the exception of what was prepared

from corn, was originally comprehended under the name of Op60f&.
Plato expressly comprises under it salt, olives, cheese, onions, cab-
bage, figs, myrtle-berries, walnuts, and pulse; and it is evident that
roots such as radishes, turnips, &c., and aU preparations of meat
and flsh, were also included. But by degrees the usage of this word
was changed, so that at length it SIgnified only ji&h, the favourite
food of the Athenian epicures." BiicU. '

I According to the Scholiast, from Pindar. The former part i••
parody upon Soph. Ant. vs, 2. Compare also El. 958.

• This and the three following verses, according to the Scholiast,
are from the The&eUII of Euripides. They are supposed to be spoken
by one of the boys about to be devoured by the Minotaur.

I aJloJl'lToJlliyaA/l' oiJCo.cn TtJCWII, Eur. ThuelU, Fragm, iii. Cf. also
Hec.766.

• Adapted from Sophocles: see Col. 1672. Aj.982. El. 959. II A!-
though as a comic poet, Aristophanes is, generally speaking, ill
the relation of a parodist to the tragedians, yet he never attack.
Sophocles." Schlegel. This dictum may be justly questioned,
See VIS. 111, 806. 335, 1297; Equit, 123~, 1249 j Aves, 100, tU7 ;
Eed.- •. 5:i3.

02
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some evil. o Zeus, Zeus, thunder greatly, and either sud-
denly make me smoke,' or Proxenldes.t or tl.e son of Sellus,
this false tree-vine. Have the heart,3 0 king, to grant me
this favour, having pitied my sufferings; or with a red-hot
thunderbolt quickly reduce me to ashes; and then take me
up and blow me away and cast me into hot pickle j or make
me, pray, the stone, upon which they count the shells.·

CHO. Why, who is he that confines you thus," and shu~
the doors? Tell us, for you will "peak to well-inclined
pl·rsons.6

Pan.. 1\Iy son; but do not bawl, for lie is sleeping here in
the front if the house. Lower the tone of your voice.

Cuo. As a pretext for what, 0 foolish fellow, does he wish
to treat you thus 17

Pan; lIe Buffers me not, my friends, to act the dicast, nor
to do any ill, but be is ready to feast me. But I am not
willing.

Cno, lIas the wretch, the haranguing Cleon,s dared to utter
this? For this man would never have dared to say this, if
he were not a conspirator. But in consequence of this," it is

I Vido!lEschyl. Suppl. VB. 759, ed. Scholef .
.. ,.i).a, rfvo1,.av ",&".vo,
"i~faal l'flTOV';;V AID"
ro 'lrav 8' ti~avTo,."

Karv;', was a nickname for Theogenes. See Av. 822, 1127.
t Proxenides is mentioned in The Birds, VB. 1126, and dignified hS

tho! epithet Ii Ko,.".aafv,. Sellus occurs ill this play, vs. 1242.
Ai")(lv.,, Ii l:iUolI.

, Vide Monk ad Ale. vs. 287.
• The XOlplvq was a nnall lea mu,ele. Perhaps tM porcelain 'hell.

It was occasionally used by Athenian dieasts m voting, instead 01
the regular l/Iij~OI. •

• "Qui te lie eohibet." Bronc"- Mitchell mistranslates it.
I See note on Lys. 993. The verse is a quotation from the Electra

of Sophocles.
, "n.= 'rlt1Xlaia, a pretezt, e:ecme, roli J' 1~lt.v; = r,,,ol: Xlip.v;

Ar. Veep. 338." Liddell, Le»,
I There is considerable difficulty in this epithet. It would be

well if it eould be understood to mean, .. aping the powerful elo-
quence of our Cleon." See Mitchell's note. For Xav,;v, see Lob.
ad Aj. 1227. The next line is omitted ill Dlndorf's 3rd edition;
81 I\I~o 339, I1Ipra.

• "it roGrwv = ill con&eguenceof tkls, 011 t!celle gnwlld" for the"
r«uOnI: also synon)'mous with ,.'Ta Talira. On t'te contrary, g
",,"ow = MrtuPOll. elurefore." Kruger.
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tin,e fur JOu t» sr-ek some new device, which will cause you
to come down hither, without the knowledge of this man here

PHIL. What then can it be? Do ye seek it, since I would
make every exertion; so much do I long to make a circuit of
the tablets 1 with the shell.

Cao, Is there. pray, a crevice which you might be able to
dig through from within, and then to escape, disguised ir.
rags,' like the very prudent Ulysses?

PHlL. All parts have been secured, and there is not a Lit
of a crevice,3 not even for a pismire to creep through. YOII
must seek something else; but a cheese+ it is not possible to
become.

CHO. Do you remember, pray, once upon a time, when YOI1,
being on service, stole the spits and let yourself down by the
wall, when Naxos5 was taken.

PHIL. I know, but what of this?6 for this is in no wise
similar to that: for I was young, and was able to steal, and
was master' of my own actions, and no one kept watch over
me, but I was permitted to fly without fear. But now
hoplites with arms, drawn up in the passages, are on the 1001.-
out, while two of them 8 at the doors with spits in their hand«
watch me like a weasel that has stolen some meat.

CHO. But even now devise a plan as quick as possible, for
it is morning, my little bee.

}'IIIL. Therefore it is best for me to gnnw through the net.
But may Dictynna pardon me for the net.

Cno, These acts are in character with9 a man, who ill
hastening to safety. Come, lay your jaw to it.

I See Liddell's Lex. voc. (1al1l1:.
, In derision of Eur, Hec. 240. • Cf. Pax, 180, 1244.
• The pun is none of the brightest. It turns upon the similarity

between 61l'ial:, chee,e made from milk curdled with lnr()t;,jig-juice,
(cf. (1V~o1>al11'1/',) and c1'l1'q, a crevice •

• See Cramer's Greece, vol. iii. p. 408 ... The inhabitants of NaxllR
were the first of the confederates whom the .'\ thenians deprived .),
their independence. (Thucyd. i. 98, 137.) It appears from lie-
rodotus that theyiJad already been subject to that people in the
time of Pisistratus (lib. i.64)."

• See KrUger, Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs, 11.
f .. i!7Xvol' a{,r0l: ipavToii, i. e. 1!7'X,vpoTfp0l:~11." Liddell.
I For the article, see KrUger's Gr. Gr. § 60, 2, obs. 8.
I For this sense of 'lI'p0l:with a genitive, aee Kriiger's Or Gr.

dIJ, 07. 0118. I.
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PmL. This has been gnawed through. Do not bawl by
any means; but let us take care that Bdelycleon shall not
perceive us.

Cno. Fear nothing, my friend, nothing; since I will make
him, if he grumble, gnaw his heart, and run the race for
his life: that he may know not to trample upon 1 the _decrees
of the two goddesses. But fasten the small cord through the
window and then let yourself down, having fastened yourself
to it, and having filled you!"soul with Diopithes.

PUll .. Come now, if these two perceive you and seek to fish
me up, and to draw me within, what will you do? Tell me now.

Cao, We will defend you, all of U8, having summoned a
heart as tough as oak, so that it shall not be possible to con-
fine you. Such deeds will we perform.

PHil•• I will do it then, relying upon you: and remember,'
if I suffer aught, to take me up, and lament me, and bury me
under the bar.

Cno. You shall suffer nought e fear nothing. Come, good
sir, let yourself down with confidence, and with prayers tc
)'our country's god~.3 .

PHIL. (prpparing to descend hy the window). 0 master
Lycus, neighbouring hero! for you delight in what I do, in
the tears of the defendants on each occasion,4 and their lament-
ations. At any rate you came and fixed your residence here
Oil purpose, that you might hear these things; and, alone of
the heroes, you wished to sit beside the person who wept.
Pity and save now your own neighbour, and I will never make
water nor break wind near your reed-fence," [Re-enter
Bdel!Jcleon.]

DDEL. Ho you! get up!
Sos. What is the matter?
DUEL. A voice as it wereG has echoed round me.
I "ide 1Esch)'l. Ag. vs. 361, o~c l<f>a T'" 9l0V, /3pOT'W"

at.oiiu6a. p,Au"l
30'01, a9icrw" )Cap.,
'lraT'oiO'. Ed. Scholer.

The deities meant are Ceres and Proserpine. For the- artie},. lie.
!lote on Lys. 981. Thesm. 295.

t "l\Iementole." Brunck.
• See KrUger's remark, as 9uoted on Ach. V9. 1000.
• For this use or ad, see Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 50, 8, obi. P.
• "Cujus ad efflgiem non tantum mej(>re Cas est." .TU'f. ~
• ~f. VI, 713 Aves 181 Thesm, 8~ -
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80s. Is the old man escaping again some whither?
BDEL. No, by Jove, certainly not; but is letting himself

down, having fastened himself to a cord. .
80s. 0 most abomiuable l! what are you doing? Get

down with you.2
BDEL. Mount quickly to the other window, and beat him

with the boughs,S if by any means he will back astern, having
been beaten with the harvest-wreaths,

PH1L. Will you not assist me, as many as are going to have
suits this year; Smicythion.s and Tisiades, and Chremon, and
Pheredipnus? When, if not now, will you aid me, ere that
I be carried more in? [Phi/Deleon is driven in.]

Cno, Tell me, why do we delay to rouse that wrath or
ours, which we are wont to rouse, when anyone irritates our
wasps' nest? Now that, now that choleric sting, with which
we punish5- [To the boys in attendance.] Come, my lads,
throw off your garments as quick as possible, and run and
shout and tell this to Cleon, and bid him come against a
man who is a hater of our commonwealth, and who shall
perish, because be introduces this opinion, "not to try
causes."

BDEL. :My good sirs, hear the matter, and do not bawl.
CHO.6 Yea, by Jove, to heavenj? since I will not let go

this man. Are not these things terrible, pray, and manifest
tyranny? 0 city, and impiety of Theorus, and whatever
other flatterer presides over us !

LN. Hercules] they have stings too 1 Do you not see,
master?

lOwing to the dactyl preceding the anapeest, Porson reads ;,,..ap' d,,61'';;.,.
I See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § S3, 7, obs. S. Dawes, 1\1. C. p. 409.
• "Words ending in Ii,were more favoured by the tragic than

'he comic writers. Blomf Theb. P: 122." Mitchell.
• Eccles. vs, 46, ,.~., 'l:PUCVO ... IVO, ovx or1' Mf~u),TiX'l"

cr1rfOoovcra., Iv ,.aif: lp{3acrlV.
I There is a lacuna here in Dindorf's edition, he having expunged

!he words l.".i.TaT' 6til, which follow ill most editions,
• These lines are wrongly distributed in Brunck's edition.
, i. e. ICfI'patoptOa. Vide Ran. vs. 787. In the latter part of tile

yerse the Greek idiom requires ,.oiio'. Vide Dawes, p. +38, ed,
IUdd; Liddell's Lex. voe. Ilf9il'J}lt: Bernhardy, W, S. p. 180i
rOrlOn, Med. 734, Valek, Pheen, 522. Dindorf, who Titb mo.t
Orrman scholars rejects this rule retains ,.ov.l',
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BDEL. A':;e, with which they destroyed Phillppus,' son of
Gorgias, (Ill his trial.

CHO. And in turn we will utterly destroy you too. But
turn, each of you, hither, and put forth your sting, and then
Tush against him, all ready, in good order, full of anger and
fury, that he may know well henceforth what' a swarm he has
enraged.

XAN. This, in truth, is now a hard case, by Jove, if we
must fight; for I dread to behold 3 their stings.

CHO. Come, let go the man; otherwise, I declare you shall
bless the tortoises for their shells.

PHIL. On then, fellow-dicasts, irascible+ wasps, do some of
you in your wrath fly at their rumps, and ye others sting
their eyes round about, and their fingers.1i

BDEL. Midas, and Phryx, and l\Iasyntias, render assistance
here! and lay ye hold on this fellow, and do not give
him up to anyone; otherwise, ye shall breakfast on nothing
in stout fetters. For I, having heard the sound of many fig
leaves, know it. [Philocleon is seized hy the servants.]

Cno, (to Bdelycleon). If you will Dot let this man go,
something shall be fixed in you.

PUlL. 0 Ceerops, hero, king, serpent-like in your feet!
dost thou suffer me to be overpowered in this way by barba-
rians, whom I have taught 6to weep four to the chamix?

Crro. Then are there not, pray, many direful evils in old
age? Doubtless there are. And DOWthese two are forcibly
overpowering their old master, having no recollection of the
leather jackets of old, and the sleeveless frocks, which he used
to purchase for them, and the caps, and used to benefit their

I See Av. 1701. Siivern, Clouds, p. 32. I Cr. vs.601.
I There is an equivoque here, since the word also means tM

dUaat', ,tylU8, with which the long mark of assessment was made.
For JiJollcq with a participle, see Nub. 1)08.

• Vide }F.~chyl. Theb, 1197, ed. Scholer.
fJ'0lpacravTo J' otlileap-
JIOC /eT~pa9'. C,crT' icrov >'aviJ"

I Vide Elmsl, ad Acharn. 3-l3. He reads oi Ji TW1'0a"p';' 'v 1e~1e"'"
See note on Ran. 40.

• According to II ussey, the cheenix = three /coTv>'ac. Philocleon
therefore asaerts that he has made them weep four a:oruAal to lh.
cnrenix, i. e. one above the statute measure, For the participle,
see note on Ran. 5Q~.
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feet when it was winter-time, 50 as not to be always 51th ering
with cold. But in these there is not. not even in their eyes,
any reverence for the old sllppers.'

PHIL. (to one of the servants.) Will you not let me go, not
even now, 0 beast most vile? not even remembering when
I found you stealing the clusters of grapes, and brought you
to the olive, and cudgelled you well and manfully, 50 that you
were an enviable object. It appears then 2 you are ungrateful.
But let me go, you, and you, ere that my son run out.

CHO. You shall speedily give us proper satisfaction fur
these things, at no distant period; that you may know what
is the disposition of men passionate, and just, and looking
sour.a

BDEL. Beat, beat the wasps from the house, Xanthias !
XAN. Nay, I am doing so; but do you also Iltiflethem with

smoke in abundance. ~
Sos. Will you not fly? Will you not to the crows? Will

you not depart? Beat them with the lump of wood.
XAN. And 110 you add lEschines, the son of Sellus, and

smoke him. [I he ChoTUI give 'Way and retire a few steps.]
I thought I should drive you away some time at length.s

BDEL. But, by Jove, you would not have got rid of them
!lO easily, if they had happened to have fed on the songs of
Philocles.1

Cno, Is it not, then,6 self-evident to the poor, how tyranny
imperceptibly seized upon me, stealing upon me? if you,
laboriously-wicked," you Pride-Amynias, exclude us from the

I Ipt:a~wv. 'll'apa. 'll'foa~o'<lavfor ~fa'lr6rwv.
• .. Very frequent y the imperfect is used, especially in construc-

tion with apa, (in poetry also accented apa,) to den ute that the
speaker flOW recogmses the truth of a proposition, which he was not
certain of before;" Kroger.

• Properly, "looking nasturtium." So f3"~'lru" ~vl't:po~ayov, Ac\-..
244. J3"l'lrUV Va'lrV, Eq. 631. {3')". 6'1rov, Pax, 1184. cr, VS. 900, infrtl..
Hom. Il. ii. 269.

• Vide Nub. 1805, 'pf""-"l1 a' Ql'a 'Clvqt1EIVIy':'
avroit1& "'poxoi, f'oi, aoia&/tal £vvwplatV.

Ran. 268, 'pf""oJl apa 'II'avaflv 71'00' vP'" roii /toat.
I Vide Thesmoph. 168; Av. ]295. Athen. lib. ix. 867, n.,

/tai 'lrW, ly':' l:OEV'''OVfl.YOtp' &11 elipara;
11& o£o, ly.t:a7f'f'6y.fl1o, .; >'E7f'rOV, li"a,.

• ~ ~ijr'ob« IIbr6~'1"a ••• MOra l' l"aptall' v1l'4oiitra ",; Di1t<1rrl
, \if. loye. :WJ
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laws which the city has enacted, neither having any pretence
lor lUI doing, nor lmy well-turned plea, though you bear rule
alone by yourself •

.BDEL. Is it possible that without fight and piercing cry we
might come to a conference with one another, and to a recon-
ciliation? .

Cno. A conference with thee, thou hater of the democratic
party, and loving absolutism, and siding with Brasidas, I and
wearing fringes of wool, and keeping your mustache un-
shaven P ,
. Bnsr •• By -Iove, in truth it were better for me to give up
my father altogether, rather than daily2 contend with so
great ills.

ClIO. The matter has not yet arrived either at the parsley
or the rue, for this most capacious word will we interpolate.
Now, however, you are no way grieved, but !Iou will he,
when the public accuser asperses you with the self-same ac-
cusations, and summons your fellow-conspirators. .

BDEL. Oh, by the gods,3 will you get away from me? or I
am determined to be beaten and to beat the day through •.

Cno, Never! no, as long as any part of me be left! you,
who have4 thus set out for a tyranny over us!

BDEJ.. How every thing with you is tyranny and conspira-
tors, whether the accuser's charge be great or small, the name
of which I have not heard, not even for these I fifty years:
hut now it is cheaper by far than salted fish;6 so that MID
1he name of it is much talked of in the market-place. If any
one purchase anchovies, and do not choose to pureltase sprats,
forthwith the man who is selling the sprats hard by says,
"This fellow seems to be buying relishes to his tyranny."
But if anyone ask for a leek, as' a sauce for his anchovies,
the woman that sells herbs, winking8 with one eye, says, "Tell

I ,ride Pae, 6~O, aITla!:.111 1rPOtrrIOEVTf!:, W, ,plllloi T4 Bpauiooll.
2 "Uu;/p.fpa" Attic; ICaOi/Jlfpall, Hellenic." Mm.. . .
• See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 68, 37,obs. 2. , .
• For :loTTI" cf. vs. .517.
, The Scholiast's interpretation, ill: 7ro;\Aoii xpcivov, is evidently

right. See note on Thesm. 876. .• cr. Eq, 672. "rap'xo" in the neuter, is ~xclu~ivel, AUia: iD
'he masculine, common to all the Greeks." ?jcrafnt,

, See note on Pluto :lB. . .
• See Liddell's Lex, VOC. 1r(lpa/IAI1r",. .
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me, you ask for a leek, is it for a tyranny? or do you think
that Athens brings you tribute of sauce?"

XAN. Aye, and yesterday 1 my lady, when I went in unto
her at noon, being enraged because I requested her to ride
the high horse, asked me, "If I am for setting up a. riding
tyranny."

BDEL. Yes, for these expressions are pleasing to them to
hear; although I now, because I wish my father, having
been freed from these early2-rising base-informing sad-li-
tigious plaguy ways, to live the life of 1\ gentleman, like
Morychus,a am accused of doing this because I am a con-
.spirator and favour tyranny.

PUll.. Aye, by Jo,-e, with justice; for I would not even
accept of bird's milk in preference to this life, of which you
are now for depriving me: nor do I 80 delight in prickly-
roaches, or in eels j but would more gladly eat a little suitlet s

stewed in a dish.
BVEL. Yes, by Jove, for you have been accustomed to be

delighted with such things. But if you will bear to be
silent, and learn what I say, I think I shall teach you better,
that you err in aU this.

PllIL. I err, in acting as dicast?
BDEL. Nay, rather, don't perceive that you are laughed at

by those whom you all but worship. Nay, you are a slave,
without your knowing it.

PlJIL. Cease speaking of slavery to me, who lord it over all !
BOEL. Not a bit of it :-Bllt you are a slave, while you

fancy you rule. For, teach U9,5 father, what honour YOIl have,
who plunder Greece.

, .. Me qtmqt18 .cortum, qllum her! meridi8 ad illOO ingreslm easem,qt'"'
jtlbebam, ut wpinum agitaret equum, iraia rill interrogavit, an llippi<e
tyrannidem comtituam." Brunck,

, For these long comic compounds, see note on Eccles. 1169.
I Vide Acharn, vs. 807; Pac, 1008. For d "ai, see Kriiger's Gr.

Gr. § 65, 5, obs, J5. For alrla» lxw, cf. Plat. Gorg. 503, B.
• Vide Athen. lib. ix. 396, t'wv 'll"VII:TWV "pfaOiwv M,. I have taken

the liberty of coining an English word to answer to the comic di-
minutive in the original.

• .. For teach us, father,
What honour can be thine from plundered Greece t"

WMelwriglll.
Compare also Liddell's Lex. roe, cap7r&w... Enjovin} t1l# rroe" ... oj
GrwH." Mitchell.
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PmL. Gr(;at; and I am willing, too, to commit the arbi«
f.rament to these.

BDEL. Well, and so am T. Let him go now, all of you.
[The sert'ant.f release Phi/oeleon. ]

PnIL. And give me a sword too, for if I be overcome by
you in argument, I will fall upon my sword.

BDEL. Tell me, Mr. Whatd'yccall'em,' what if you do 1I0t
abide by their decision?

PIJIL. 1\Iay I never drink my pay in pure good fortunc.2
Cno. Now it behoves you, who are from our school, to

speak something new, so that you shall appear--
BDEL. Let some one bring me hither my writing-desk 8'1

quick as pu"sible.-(To the Chorus.) But what sort of a per-
son will YOll appear to be, if you instigate him to this?

Cno, -- not to speak after the manner of this stripling
here; for you see how great is the contest,3 and for your all, if
(which may Hcaven forefend) this fellow shall conquer you.4

BDEL. 'VeIl now, Iwill writememornndums in short-hand'
of whatever he says.

PIIlL. (to the ChQrus). What say you, if this man over-
come me in argument?

Cno, The multitude of old men is no longer of any use,
not even in the least; but we shall be jeered ill the streets,
and called branch-bearers, husks of affidavits. Corne, 0 thou
who art about to dispute for our whole sovereignty, now boldly
exert all thy powers of speech.

PHIL. Well now, I will demonstrate forthwith from the
starting-point respecting our dominion, that it is inferior to
no sovereignty. For what animal at the present time is more
happy and enviable, or more luxurious, or more terrible, than

I This is the word generally used when the speaker does not
know, 01' is not willing to mention, the person's name. cr. Pax, 269.
Brunck translates it malum, confound it! Cf. Av.648; Lys.921.
Vos«, zum Ungliicke, unfortunately; Schneider and Passow consider
It to be an expression used by those who forget what they were
going to say. See Hermann, Vig. n. 24. Donaldson, N. C. p. 189.

I May I never drink my health in a bowl of-good pay / Cf. Eq. 8.7.
905. Mr. Mitchell's translation is to me unintelligible. See Athell.
xv. ~ 692, F. p, 693, B. p, 675, D. ii. p. 38, D.• cr. Pax, 276.

• .0£"", is often a mere auxiliary =8hall, See CI.~~.Mus. 1;(1. lin.
p.25-1.

• Sl"fl'ltllfim in Brunck's version.
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a dieast, especially an old one? Whom in the fea~t-I>lacetel-
lo)wlIof huge size, and four cubits high, at the bar, watch on his
creeping from his couch. And then straightway he I lays his
hand gently upon me as Iapproach, which has pilfered from the
public money; and bowing low they supplicate me, uttering
u piteous voice-cepity me, father, I beseech you, if ever you
yourself also stole any thing, when holding any office, or on
service, when making purchases for your messmates." A
fellow who would not even have known that I was alive, but
for his former acquittal.

BDEL. (writing.) Be this my memorandum about .. the
supplicators,"

PHIL. Then, when I have entered, after being entreated,
and having had my anger wiped away, when within, I per-
form none of all these things which I promise; but I listen
to them uttering all their eloquence+ for an acquittal. Come,
let me see; for what piece of Hattery is it not possible for a
dicast to hear there? Some lament their poverty, and add ills
to their real ones, until, by grieving, he makes his equal to
mine; others tell us mythical stories; others, some laughable
joke 3 of lEsop; others cut jokes, that Imay laugh and lay aside
my wrath. And if we should not ( be won over b)' these
means, forthwith he drags in his little children by the hand,
his daughters and his sons, while I listen. And they bend
down their heads together,!; and bleat at the same time; and
then their fatber, trembling, supplicates me as a god in their6
behalf, to acquit him from his account :-" If you take pleasure
in the voice of your lamb, pity the voice of my son;" but if~011

I We have here a transition from the plural (TI/poii,,') to the sin-
gular (t,,{3<iXAfI). So also in vs. 565, from (i7roeXaOl'Tal, to lawa,.
Mitchell comparee Pax, 639, Eccl. 672, and lleindorfs notes 1>11
Pl.lt. Gorg. § 75, Protag. § 28. cr. note on P..an. 1070.

• A parody on Eur, lIce. 338.
• Vide intra, V8. 1259,

Ii ~';')'O/I 'A.Eat au.,.cltaaTa'i';., .,.",a
AI......" '''0'' ,),,,AO'OIl, Q l:~{Jap'''''''';II.

MilS. Crit. Cant. vel. i. p. 408. Fhil. Mus. vol. i. p. 280.
• The trickery here touched upon is mentioned by Aristotle in

hili Rhetoric, and bI Cicero .. De Oratore," and by Demosth. 11
68!!. 6. See Porson, Przef Hec, p. H.

• ra ~f ""1.nJ1rTolIB' /1,," {3A'IxaTa., Brunck. ra li n}~aill"otr4
3X'IxiiTa., Person.

• Kriiger'li Or. Gr, I 68, 28, cbs, i.
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the other hand, 1take pleasure in my little pigs, he heseec"~1
me to be won over by the voice of his daughter. And we
then relax for him the peg of our wrath a little. Is not this'
a mighty empire, and 2 derision of wealth?

BUEL. (writing). Next, in the second place, Iwrite down'
this item, "your derision of wealth." And relate to me the
advantages which you possess, who say that you rule over
Greece.

PUlL. Furthermore, when youtllS3 undergo the scrutiny,
then our presence is required. And if _Engrus4 enter court
as a defendant, he docs not get off until he recite to us a
passage from the Niobe, having picked out the most beautiful.
And if a flute-player gain his suit, as our fee for this, lie
plays a finale for us dicasts as we leave the court, with his
mouth-piece on.s And if a father, leaving an heiress at his
death, give her to anyone, with respect to the principal
cluuse," we, having bid a long farewell to the testament, and
to the case, which is very solemnly Iut upon the seals, give
this heiress to him who by his entreaties shall have won us
over. And this we do without being responsible, while of
the others not a single magistracy is so.7

BDEL. I certainly deem you happy with respect to this8

alone of these things which JOU have mentioned; but YOII'dc
injustice in opening and falsifying the will of the heiress

PHIL. Moreover, the Senate, and the people, when it is a'
a loss to decide a matter of importance, decrees" to hand 0\'1'1
the culprits to the dicasts; then Evathlus,lO. and this big

I See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § Ill, 7.
I Vide Eccles. V8. 63, I<ai I<araxqv'l-rwv IIIPvorlpwv Iera« 1TO).)..j.
I 011 the third day of the Apaturia, called Kovpfwrl'. This took

place when they were 20 years of age. For roivvv, see Kruger',
Gr. Gr. § 69, 62, obs.

• Vide Nub. vs.1371, EVPI1T,tovPijll;., TIl". lIe was a famous tragic
act)r.

• In allusion to the l(tlliol "OpOI. Vide Mus. Crit. Cant. vol, ii. p,
~83.-With regard to the mouth-piece, vide Av. 861, oh·... I<Opalf
dJllv 1P.1l'I~opf3lwplvov. For this use of the aorist, see Kruger'a Gr.
Gr. § 53, 6, obs, 3. So ItOPIV, vs. 586.

• rl}v I<fllaXl}v, quod attinet. ad ,«mmllm, I,e. "ipsas tabulaetesta-
menti, quibus opponit sigilla." Botl»,

f rwv J' ci;\;\wv (sc, aI'X~v).
• So Bothe ; I<ara rujjTo, 1<. r. ,\. • Cf. \'S 6llj, i26, 764.
It Euthlu$ W.l~ 811 advocate (mentioned ill tue Acharn. \S 21~J



fellow, parasite-named, the custer away of his shleld, 6I1y that
they will not betray you,1 but will fight for the democratic
party. And no one eyer at any time used to get his opinion
carried amongst the people, unless he bade them dismiss
the courts, when they have first hied one cause," And Cleon
himself the conquerors of all in bawling, at us alone does not
carp, but watches over us, holding us in his hands, and keeps
off'the flies.· You, on the other hand, have never at ally
time done any whatever of these things to your own father.
But 'I'heorus," and yet he is a man in no way inferior to
Euphemius, blacks our shoes with a sponge from the dish.
Consider from what good things you are for excluding me,
and withholding me; which you said you would prove to be
slavery and hard service.
. BDEL. Satiate yourself with talking; for at all events you
will assuredly some time or other cease from speaking of your
\'ery dignified empire, and will appear supremely ridiculous.s

PllIL. But what is the most delightful of all these thing~,
which I had forgotten; when I come home with Illy Icc, then j

all of them together salute me on my arrival, for the 1I10ne)'s
sale. And first whens my daughter washes me, and anoints
my feet, and stooping over me gives me a kiss, and wheedling
me, at the same time fishes9 out the three-obol-piece!" with
her tongue, and tchen my little woman, having won me OW)'
by flattery, brings me a light barley-cake,'! and then bitting
and 'ycophant, and like the craven Cleonymus, served as n perpetual
Dutt for-the comic muse,

• Compo vs. 6G6.
I Comp. Eq • .50; Demosth, 1297,.5 j Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 43, 3, obs. 8
• Vide Equit, vs. 137, "p1ra~, /Cu:pa/cT'1!:. cr. ib, 2i6, 286.
4 C.omp' Eq, 60, 1038.
• Vide supra, vs, 4.5. ur Euphemius nothing more is known.
• "PodeJ: Iotltram pervi"ce,I.'I." Brunck,
, For the anacoluthon introduced by /Cal i1l'UTII, see note on A vcs,

14-66.' .
• ilra.. is to be resumed from vs. 606. The apodosis is contained in

YS. 612.' Brunck and the other translators treat the whole sentence
.as if it had been expressed in the indicative.

• For the custom of carrying money in the mouth, vide inf.a·
791: Av• .502i Eccles. 818•

•t From the time of Pericles this was the pay of the dicasts, f...l 8
oday's sitting in the courts. Also, from B, C. 392, the pay given to
the members of the Ecclesiu when thy chose to attend.

.. Vide Athcn, lib. iii, t B, .'

"



208 '1'llk WASPS. ftl1-681

down bY' my side, constrains me-" eat this," "gobble up this,"
I am delighted with these things, even if there shall be DI)

need to look to you, and to the house-steward, when he will
serve up breakfast, imprecating curses and muttering. But
if he should not quickly knead me a cake, I possess this,' :L
protection against ills, an armour and defence against darts.
And if you should not pour me wine to drink, I bring in this
beaker (producing a large goblet) filled with wine,2 and then
in a recumbent posture I have my cup filled;3 while this,
braying with open mouth, farts mightily and valiantly at your
beaker. Do I not hold a great empire, and no way inferior
to that of Jupiter, who+have the same title as Jupiter? At
any rate, if we should make an uproar, each one of those
who pass by says, "0 king Jupiter, how the court thunders!"
And if I lighten, the wealthy and very dignified 5 whistle.
and are in a horrid fright at me. And you yourself fear me
very much; by Ceres, you fear me; but may I perish if I fear
you.

ClIO. We have never yet6 heard of anyone who spoke sc
clearly, or so sagaciously.

PlIlL. No; but this fellow thought he would easily7 strip
unwatched vines; for he knew full well 8 that in this point I
am first rate.

CHO. How he has gone through all, and has passed nothing

1 Dawes, Miseell. Crit. p. 83, ed. Kidd. 110m. II. ii. 134.
t Vide Nub. 1472. ;'VOI: means both an 1U8, and a larUB drinki"g

cup; hence the play upon the word. For the info after lYXPI:, see
Krii~er'8 Gr. Gr. § 55, 3, obs. 21.

I See Liddell's Lex. in voe. in'_w.
• Thus in Latin audio is used. Vide Hor. Sat. II. vi. 20; vii. 101

Epist. 1. xvi, Ii, "reeW vivis, si curas esse, quod audi8." Hence
Milton, "Or Aear'6t thou rather," &e. Foroan" see note on Thesm,
644.

• Vide Juv. Sat. vi. 583, "Prrebebit vati crebrum .JX111PY811l(J
rogllnti."-Bergler quotes Pliny, lib. xxviii. e. ii'J .. Fulgetras
poppysmu adorare coneensus gentium est." Cf. Wachsmuth, iii. p.
280. Liddell's Lex. in voe. W'oW'''"vt.... The 0&W'''. Iral W'an fI'jlllO;
form but 0nB class= those who are both wealthy and dignified:
otherwise the article would have been repMtecl before W'avv fIIpvoi;

• Usually with ptut tenses: see Pierson ad Mrer. p. (.60. With
Fuent tenses only in Hom. Od. lIii. 98.

r Vide Eccles. 886, wov I' lpil,.al:. oil W'opova1j1:h,i/oJ.
1,.0;', f'pvy~auv.

• Vide Dawes, Mis, Crit, pp. 427-130, ell Kidd.
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by, 80 that I myself grew taller as I heard, and seemed to Oe
judicating in the Islaads of the Blest, being delighted with
him while he spoke.!

PUlL. How this fellow is now stretching and yawning,'
and is not master of himself! Assuredly to-day I will make
you look scourges.

ClIO. It behoves you to contrive devices! of all kinds for
an escape; for it is a difficult matter for one who does 1I0t

speak on my side,· to soften my wrath. Wherefore it is time
for you to seek a good millstone, and newly chiselled, which
shall be able to smooth down my passion, unless you speak tu
the purpose.

BDEL. It is a difficult task, and the office of a powerful
intellect, and greater than belongs to comedians, to heal an
inveterate disease, which has been bred in our state. But,"
o our father, son of Saturn-

PHIL. Cease; and call me not father. For if you shall not
quickly teach me this,6 how I am a slave, you shall certainly
die, even though it be necessary for me to abstain from
entrails,"

BDEL. Hear then, little papa, having unbent your brow n
little; and first of all calculate roughly,-not with counters,
but with your fingers,-the tribute collectively which comes
in for us from the cities; and besides this, the tolls separately,
and the many per-centagesf deposits, mines, market-tolls, port-
«lues, rents," and conflscated property, The sum total of these

I cr. vs. 7M. infra.
t Vide Ran. 922; Acharn. 30. For III auro'il, cf. Soph. Col. 660;

Phil. 950.
• Vide Soph. Phil. 177, W 7I'a).apat!J"l/r,;'II. Cf. Eur. Andrem, 66.
• .. The use oC 7I'po!:. e Til alicuju», is Attie." Monk Ale. 57.
, Read aTOp. •• The lengthening before ttp is an imitation Clf

Homer, not a poetic license." Porson, This has been adopted bj
DindorC.

• See note on Thesm. 520; Nub. 380.
f Persons guilty oC murder were excluded from any participation

in aacrificial banquets.
• On this passage see Bockh's Public Economy of Athens' auo

for the ,ura).).a ill particular, his Dissertatiou on the Silver :MinI"
of Laurium, subjoined to the translation. For "pIiTallfia. Nub. 1136,
1180. For BI/p.lO'trpara, Equit. V8. 103.

• .. p.",30~" otherwise p.'lf3wpara, or PI,,~Wlfft'. I understand t J
be rMt, of houses, lands, ~a6tureB, and other parts oC the llUblio pro-
~!t;' uS'Jally let out to vnvate persons." ScM_it".

J>
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ill nearly two thousand talents. From these now set down the
yearly pay of the dicasts, being six thousand,-and they do not
16.~yet dwell Iin the courzry in larger numbers,-and itamounta
I ween, to a hundred and fifty talents.

PHIL. Then not even the tenth part 2 of the public revenue
comes to us, as our fee!

BDEI,. Certainly not. by Jove!
l>HIL. And what then, pray, becomes of the rest cf the

money?3
BDEL. It goes to these who say, "1will not betray the

noisy crowd of the Athenians, but will always fight for the
democratic party." For you, father, choose them to rule over
you, cajoled by these little clap-traps. And then these take
bribes from the cities at the rate" of fifty talents, threatening
them in such terms, and terrifying them; "you shall give the
tribute, or Iwill thunder and overturn your city." But you are
eontented to gnaw at the offal of your dominion; while your
allies, when they have perceived the rest of the mob becoming
hollow in the flank from the ballot-box, and eating nothing,
think you a Connas' decree, while to them they offer presents,"
pickle-jars, wine, carpets, cheese, honey, sesame-fruit, cushions,
goblets, cloaks, chaplets, necklaces, drinking cups, health and
wealth. But no one of those you rule over gives you even a
head of garlic to your boiled fish, after you have laboured+
much on land and much at sea.

PHIL. No, by Jove, for I even sent for three heads 7
of garlic at my own expense from Eucharides'shop. But
you weary me out by not demonstrating the slavery itself.

BDEL. Why, is it not great servitude, that all these should
both be in office themselves, and their flatterers recei ving pay?
while, if one give you your three obols, you are 8 content; for
whom you have yourself acquired the money by rowing, and

1 Vide Elms!. ad Eur. Med. VB. 163,164; and Buttmann'a Irre-
gular verbs, p. 178.

t "For the tenth part of 2000 is not 1:';0,but ~OO." Bergler.• cr. Nub. SS8. Eeclell.681. • cr. VB. 716; Thesm.811.
• Awpo'1>ll(lojjll'lV, Dindorf; 4iwpoool<ojjll'lV, Brunek; but in thi. sense

~"'P08ol<iw requires an accu8atil'fl. For Connas, see Equit, 6340. .
• For the word 'lI'lTV).OC, vide Monk ad HiPl?olyt. H62; Bloml.

ad Theb, 862. l:ol8' wv apxuI:. Dindorf; rili "'I ~VciPXfll:, Bnm(k,
- , Vide :Ach~rn. VI. 763. Eucharidea was a garlic .~11er. ". "

• SE'e POrion aa Mea. 73t. " . . ., . '";"..:
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by fighting on foot, and by besieging, having laboured much.
A nd in addition to this, you go when ordered, whieh especially
makes me choke with spite. when a lewd stripling having
entered your house, a son of Chmrcns, straddling thus. wrig-
gling his body, and with a coxcomb's air, bids you be present
early and in good time to act as a dicast, since whoever of
you arrives after the signal,' will not receive his three-obol-
piece; while he himself bears off the counsel's fee, a drachma,'
even if he come behind time; and sharing with some other
of those in office with him, if any of the defendants give any
thing, they, being two, having concerted the affair, make
haste; and then, one draws it up, like a saw, and the other
gives way in turn. But you gape at the pay-clerk, while that
which is done escapes your notice.

PHIL. Is it thus they treat me? Alas! what do you say?
How YOll agitate the very bottom of my heart, and draw my
attention the more, and do I know not what to me.

BDEL. Consider therefore how, when it is possible for you
and all to be rich, you are some way involved 3 in difficulties
by those who cheat the people on each occasion," \Vho,
although ruling over very many cities, from the Euxine to
Sardis, derivest not a morsel of benefit, except this which you
receive. And this they always drop upon you as if from IIfleece,
by little and little, like oil, just to keep life in you. For they
wish you to be poor; and I will tell you for what purpose
they do this; it is, that you may know your domesticator;
and then, when this fellow hisses you on, having hounded 5

you on against some one of his enemies, you may spring upon
them ferociously. For if they wished to provide a livelihood

• Vide Thesmoph. 277,
:"tMl'lva. "'I"'llXI•• ~~.,.o.,..ij9lKICX"aiafl
fN/p.iioll a., ...., e'fTP.o</>opI,!, </>a'"I ...a&.

According to Schumann, it was the hoisting of a flag. .. The word.
6fTTfpol: r. t1'1fl' can only mean, quicunqtUl "estrum Sef'O "enerit, rignG
Jerepto; for the judge who carne too late was excluded." Frit::.chtJ.
('f. Andocid. Myst. ~6.. 5.

2 Vide Elmsl. ad Mcd. 147.
• .. In ege3tatem nucio quam implicatra II: although the passage ill

!lot very clear." FritUCM.
• See Kriiger'. Gr. Gr. , 50, 8, obs, 9, aud § 50, 10, obs, S.
J The iim~e verb eceurs in a similar sense, Theocrit. Idyll vi. 29.

Hesychius" explanation of .r.p/Wtal:, with the above quotation, will
IIoth Le found in ,\n>n"k', lIote. For VB. 701; see note on Plu.t.lIU.

,',." l> 2
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for the people, it. would he easy.! There are a thousand citiee \
which now pay us tribute; if onell ordered each of these to V
maintain twenty men, twenty tbousand a of the commons 'r'
would live on all dainties, and chaplets of every description,
and beestings, and beestings-pudding.t enjoying things worthy'
of their land, and of the trophy at Marathon. But now, like
olive-gatherers, you go along with him who has the pay.6

Pmr., Ab, me! Something or other is poured like numb-
ness over my hand, and I cannot hold my sword,1 but am now
softened.

BDEL. But when they are themselves afraid, they offer you
Eubcea, and promise to provide corn at the rate of fifty
medimni. But they never as yet gave you any thing, except
lately five medimni; and that you got with difficulty, at tho
rate of a chcenix of barley at a time, because you were in-
dicted as an alien," For which reasons I have always been
for shutting you up, wishing to support you, and that these
might not laugh at you, talking big. And now I am
thoroughly willing to give you what you will, except to drink
pay-clerk's milk.9

I Dawes, Miscell. Crit. p. 180. Bockh's Public Economy of
AthensJ vol. i. p. 46.

2 Vide Dawes, p, 505, ed. Kidd.
• Vide Eccles. 1127, 'll'"O~trI;;1' 'II'"~fioll;, rptt1l'vpiwll

UI'TWI'ro 1I'~ij90,.
Herodotus also supposes Aristagoras of Miletus to speak of 30,000
Atheniall~ who had the right of voting, lib. v. c. 97.

• Vid" Athen, lib. ix. 372, C., 'II'";;OV, xopta, XE~tMvta, rfrriyat;,
1,,!3pvfla.-l:<'rom the Horre of Aristophanes. In lib. vi. 269, A., WI!
find mention also of 'll"VOVT61'ol. Vide Fragm. apud Porson Miscell,
p. 235. For ;~wv, see note on Ran. 866.

a alTo~avw, which usually takes a genitive, is often construed with
.uch aceusatiocs as this. See Bernhardy, W. S.J1. 149.

• "Evidently the Colacretes, in whose hands the dicastic money
was." Mitchell.

r With a note of interrogation in Brunck's text. This seems pre-
ferable. At all events ri, indefinite is rarely found at the beginning
of a sentence. See Jelf, § 660, obs, 2. Porson reads oil'ol, rl 'll"hI'ov9a ;
':',vapr:".

• "The discrepancy between the promises and performances of
Atl:;enian demagogues,-the wheat «TiTo,) changed into barley
(a:p,9ij),-the fifty bushels sinkin~ into five,-and those dealt out by
a ehcenix at a time,-to say nothing of the strict inquisition into tho
legitimacl of the claimant,-is here exhibited in 8 very Itrikioj:
nsnner.' M.tclaell.

, Vide supra, 6pf l ~v. ta3, 1673.



Cno. Of a truth he was a wise man,' who said, ,.you cannot
judge, till you have heard the speech of both."~ For you
now certainly appear to me to be far victorious; so that now
I abate my anger, and throw down my staves. Come, 0 partner
of the same age 3 with us, obey, obey his words, and be not
senseless, nor a very stubborn and crabbed man. 'Would that
I had some kinsman or relative who reminded me of such
things. But now some one of the gods, being prefect with you,
assists you in this matter,4 appearing bodily, and is evidently
benefiting you: so do you, being present," accept his rdfers.

BDEL. Well now, I will nourish him, providing whatever
is suitable for an old man; gruel to lick up, a soft cloak, a
fleecy coat, a nymph to rub his members and his loins. But
in that he is silent, and mutters nothing, this cannot please
me.

CHO. He has admonished himself with respect to G the
things, which he was then mad after; for he has just now
acknowledged, and accounts all those things as faults,? in
which he did not obey you, when you urged him. But now,
perhaps, he is obedient to your words, and is sensible, I am
sure, altering his habits for the future, and obeying you.

PHIL. Alas ! Woe's me !
nDEL. 110110 you! why do you cry out?
PHIL. Do not promise me any of these things, "those 8 I

I Mavult Elmsl. ad Med. 1275, ij ao~ol:, r} ao~o,. "A double
parody, of lEschylu8 Prom. 885, and of Pseudo-Hesiod ap, Schol."
Porson •.. See Cicero Attic. viii. 18; Brunek and Schafer ad Pseudo-
Phoeyl. p. 169, ed. nov." Dobree, For ""piv, see note on Eccles.
629,770.

t Vide Heraclid, vs. 180, ed. Elms!..,.i. Ii" U/C"" /CpC"... " B 'YIIOC" A6'Y01I
...pl" "" Tap' 4P.</>0'" p.iillo" l/Cp.af), aat/>ij.

• Vide Pluto 60S, (vv(haawra rou AI1Pfiv lea. 1rapa1raifw.
• .. av""al'.{3avflv 1"IV' 1"IVOl:, take part with one in a thing; 1U.i8,

one in it. Eur. Med. 946. Arist. Vesp. 734." LiddeU.
• "1rap~v nearly an eXJ.>letive,as at the end of a tragic senarius.

See Valek. Ph. 480. Schaf. Soph. Rex,767. cr, VS. 840,in/Ta. PI.
140,226." MItchell. Here it is correlative to the wapwv in vs. 73i.

• See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 68, 21, obs. 8.
, ·.AI"'pria, may be the genitifl~0/priee,-" in the light uf an error."

Krii~er, Gr. Gr. § i7, 17. For a, (f. n. 761i Nub. 87j Lys. 887;
~U1t. ]080.

The former of these quotations is from the Hippollttl.l CoroA\
J~; the latter from the Belkrophon oC Eurlpides
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love; there may 1be," where the crier say"', "who has hot I
given his vote? let him rise up :"-and may I stand the last !
at the balloting urn. when they' vote. Hasten, my soul ! r
Where is my soul? .. Permit me, 0 gloomy foliage/" By
Hercules, may I not now, sitting among the dicasts, an]
more catch Cleon pilfering.

BOEL. Come. my father, by the gods, obey me.
PUlL. In 2 what shall I obey you? Say what you wiD, e)C-.

eept one thing.
BOEL. Of what kind? Come, let me see.
PHIL. Not to act as dicast: "but this shall Hades decide:

before I will obey."
BOEL. Do you then, since you delight in doing this, go

there no more, but here, remaining at home, give law to )'our
domestics.

PUlL. .A bout what? why talk foolishly?
BOEL. These things, which are done there. Because the

house-keeper has privily opened the door, on her you shall
impose a single fine only.t Certainly you always used to do
so there. And this indeed with good reason: if the sun's
warmth arise at day-break, you shall act the Heliast in the
sun ; and if it snows, sitting by the fire; when it rains,5 you
shall go within. And if you get up at noon, no Thesmotbetes
shall exclude you with the bar.

PHIL. This pleases me.
BOEL •. In addition to this, if anyone should plead a long

cause, you shall not wait hungering, vexing yourself and the
defendant. . . ....

PHIL. How then shall I be able, as heretofore, rightly to
decide the causes, if I chew all the while.

BOEL. Aye, far better; for this here is a common saying,
that the dieasts, when the witnesses lie, with difficulty decide
the matter by ruminating upon it.

I ~'1~,~oph,wv is a genitive absolute. See Krii~er, Gr. Gr. § 47, ..
obs, 3. The common interpretation would require 1'';;v"''1~. cr. n.
774, infra.

I Vide Dawes, Misc. Crit. p, 403.
a A parody on the CrUSte or Euripides. •
• "1'av1''1C (sc.JiItl/C, Qffenc~).lb. piav, BC.~pax!,~v,the penalty for

amall offences," MitchllU: "But thls'double ellipsia seems too h.t',h
In ';"1&1111 there is a ~un on ,7"'1. . . . .

o XVOJITOS Bo!/:". :see Kriiger, lire Gr. § ~7, 4; 01:8. 3. . .
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PmL. Of a truth you bring I me over to your opinion.
Rut you do not yet tell me that. whence I shall receive my
pay.

BDEL. From me.
PIIlL. Capital! because I shall receive by myself, and 119t

with another. For in truth Lysistratus,2 the jester, treated me
most shamefully. Lately, when he had received a drachma with
me, he went and changed it in the flsh-market j-' and then he
offered me three mullet-scales, and I put them in my mouth,
for I imagined I had received obols; and then being disgusted,
I smelt at them and spit them out, and then was fordragging
him to law.

BDEL. What did he say to this?
PUlL. What? he said I had the stomach of a cock. "At

any rate ;rou will soon digest the money," said he laughing.
BDEL. Do you see, then, how much this also is which JOu

will gain? '
PlIIL. Not very small. But do what you arc going to do.
BDEL. Wait then: and I will come with these things.

-[Exit.] ,
Pnu., Observe the affair I How the oracles are fulfilled!

For I had heard that the Athenians would some time or
other decide causes in their own houses, and that every man
would build 4 for himself a little court of justice in his porch,
very small. like a chapel of Hecate, every where before tile
doors. [Bdelyeleon re-enter, heavily laden. J ' .

BDEL. Lo 1 what further will you say? since I bring yo,u
all, as many as I said, and much more beside; See here!
this chamber-pot shall hang upon the peg at your side, near
at hand, if you should want to make water! . . .' .

PHIL. Really you have invented this a clever remedy for
strangury, and useful for an old man.

BDEL. And see here! this fire too 1 and a dish or lentils
.t.ands ncar it, to sup,~ if there should be any occasion.

rUIL. This again is clever; for ,even if" I be r?verillh, 1
• Compo Lys, 262. Ran.l047. Phit.65. .
I Vide infra, VB. 1308; Equit. 1267; Acharn. ~5.
• See note on Lys. 557. .
• Vide Dawes, p. 170.
, For the infinitive Bee Krii~er'8' Gr. Gr., bli, S, obs. 20. M.tIC

editors make it to depend on lip.
• See KrulI'cr'. Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, cbs. 21.
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shall at least receive my fee. For I shall remain here and
gulp down the lentils. But why han you brought out the
cock 1 to me ?

BOEL. In order that if you should sleep when anyone is
t leading, this cock may rouse you by crowing above you.

PHIL. I want one thing still; but the rest please -ne,
nDEL. What is it ?
PHIL. If by any means you were to bring out the chapel

of Lycus,
nOEL. See, here it is present! and the king himself, see

here he is !
PIIIL. 0 master 1 0 hero! how stern, then, you are to look

upon 12 such as Cleonymus appears to us.
Sos, Therefore neither has he himself, though a hero, any

arms.
BOEL. If you sat down quickly, I would quickly call on a

ease,
PHIL. Call it on then, since I have been long since seated.
BOEL. Come now, what case shall I first bring forward

for him? What mischief3 has any of those in the house done?
The Thracian maid who lately burnt the pot-

PlIlL. Stop, you there 1 How nearly yotl destroyed me !
Are you going to call on the case without a bar, which used
to appear as the first of our solemnities?

nDEL. By Jove, it is not here: Imyself will run and fetcb
it immediately from within. What in the world is the mat-
ter? How powerful a thing is local attachment!

XAN. (tDithin). Go to the devil 1 to think of keeping such
a curl 4

BOEL. Pray what is the matter?
XAN. (entering). Why, did not Labes, the dog, just now

rush past into the kitchen, and snatch up and devour a fresh
Sicilian II cheese ?

BDEL. This offence, then, I must bring before my father
tbe first. And do you be present and accuse him,

I A vea, 102, ",6Tlpoll SPIIII: q rawI:;
I See note on va. 451 "'ni'
I See Kruger's Gr. Gr. SI, 17, obs. 10.
t See Kruger's Gr. Gr. 65 I, obs. 6 and note on Nub. 268.
• The allusion is to the Sicilian expt'diti(,D, under the COl-dud ~

Laches, 01. b:n:viii. 2-
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XAN. Not I, by Jove! but t.~other dog says he will aut

M accuser, if anyone bring forward the indictment.
BDEL. Go now, bring them hither.
XAN • We must do so. [Exeunt Xantltias and Bdelycleon.]
PHIT.. (to Bdelycleon, u·ho enters with a swine·cote). Wha'

is this?
BDEL. A swine-cote of Vesta.'
PHIL. Then do you bring it having committed sacrilege?
BDEL. No: but that beginning' from Vesta Imay distress

some one.
PHIl" 'VeIl, bring it forward quickly, since I long to pass

sentence.
BDEL. Come now, let me bring the tablets,3 and the indict-

ments. [Exit.]
PHIL. Ah me 1 you weary me, and will destroy me by

wasting the time. I was wanting to draw furrows in my
little farm.! [Re-enter Bdelycleon. ]

BDEL. Here they are!
PHIL. Now call on the case.
BDEL. Aye, aye, sir.s
PlIlL. Who is this first here?
BDEL. Confound it! how vexed I am that I forgot til

bring out the urns.
PHIL. You fellow! whither are you running?
BDEL. To fetch the urns.6
PHIL. By no means; for I had these gills.
BDEL. Then it will do most excellently; for we have aU

things, as many as we want, except indeed the clepsydra.
PHIL. (pointing to the chamber-pot). What is this here?

Is it not a clepsydra?

I Vide Dawes, p. 274. ... V,&tl11 nomen a Grrecis est: ea est enim,
tjure ab illi8 'EaT;a dicitur." Cic. de Nat. Deor.Hb, ii. 27.

I .. 'A.~' laTEa, apXfa6at, to begin at home, i, e. at the beginning
and go through with a thing." Liddell.

I cr. vs. 349.
4 "A dicast's/arm was of course his waxen tabletsl and his fur-

row the lon~ line of condemnation." JIitch. "Tile Schollasts
rightlyexplam it [for Bothe ana otbers are mistaken): tl.nglUJ .tyli
loco tabulaI imcribfro." Fritucho. cr. note on Thesm. 782.

• Cf' VI. 142.
• This is a common usage of b'i with an accusative. So I.; ril

eel'" Thuc. viii. 28. cr. Kruger's Gr. Gr. t 68, 42, obs. t.
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BOEL. You contrive the.n well, and after the country'.
fashion. But let some one bring out fire, as soon as possible,
and myrtle branches, and the frankincense from within, that
we may first of all offer our prayers to the gods.

C1Jo. Well now, we will utter an auspicious voice for you
during I your libations and prayers, because you have nobly
come to an agreement after your war and contention.

BDEL. First, now, let there be auspicious language,
ClIO. 0 Phoobus,2 Pythian Apollo, grant that the business

which this man is planning before the doors be attended with
good fortune to us all, since we have ceased from onr wander-
ings. 10 Prean !

BOEL. 0 master and king, neighbour Aguieus, before the
gate of my porch I accept the Dew religious rites, 0 king,
which we institute anew for my father, and put an end to
this exceeding harsh and sturdy disposition of his, instead of
must having intermingled a little honey with his little pas-
sion; and grant that he be now merciful to the men, and
pity the defendants more than the plaintiffs, and that he weep
for them when they supplicate him, and take away the sting
from his wrath, having ceased from his peevishness.

CHO. 'Ve join in these prayers with you, and sing a song
. upon your new offices, on account of the things aforesaid.
For we are well inclined, since what time we perceived that you
Iove the democracy as n03 man docs of those who are younger.

BDEL. If any Heliast be without, let hint enter; since we
shall not admit him when they begin to plead.

PIlIL. Who, then, is this defendant here? What a con-
demnation he shall get!

BOEL. Hear now the indictment I "A dog of the Cyda.
thenian tribe+ has indicted Laws, the lExonian, for injustice.

• Mitchell compares 11. viii. 529; Ode xiv, 105.
, " Great Apollo, hear and bless

This our purpose with success I
Sacred incense and oblation
Rise before our habitation;
Fonner errors let them cover,
All our wand'rings, 10! are over.
I)uly now our prayers to end, .
Let the sacred shout ascend." JliklNil.

• Ct. Eccles. 1130. • Cleon is meant.
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in that he devoured the Sicilian cheese 1 alone. The penalty
a collar of fig-tree."

PHIL. Nay, rather, a dog's death, if once he be convicted.
[Enter Xanthias with two boys dressed up as to resemble
dot/s.] ,

BDEL. But see 12 here's Labes the defendant at hand.
PUlL. 0 the blackguard! 3 What a. thief's look he has too !

How with his grin he thinks he will deceive me!
BDEL. Where is the plaintiff. the Cydathenian dog?
CYD.DoG. Bow, wow!
BDEL. Here he is.
PHIL. A second Labes this again; good at barking and at

licking the pots.
BDEL. Silence, be seated, but do you [to Xallthias] mount

up and accuse him.
PHIL. Come now, at the same time let me also pour in this

and gulp it down.
LN. as Accus. You have heard, 0 dicasts, the indictment,

with which I indicted 4 this fellow. For he has done most
villanous deeds both to me and to my messmates. For he
ran away into the corner, and Sicelised a large cheese, and
filled himself in the darkness-

PHIL. By Jove, it is evident he has: in truth, just now
this disgusting fellow belched cheese upon me most abomin-
ably.

LN. as Accus. And he did not give me a share when I
asked for it; and yet who will be able to do you a kindness,
unless one throw something to me also, your dog?
, PHIL. Did he give you no share?

LN. as Accus. Not even to me, his companion.
- 'PHIL. (supping his lentil-porridge). For the fellow is hoe,
no less than the lentil-porridge.

BDEL. By the gods, father, do not condemn beforehand J
before you hear both.'

, Alluding to the bribe Laches received.
• See Lid. Lex. voc. Ital p.'JV. '

I ... Der verdammte Hund der! Ha, wie der Dieb aus dam .~':i
ihm_guck.t I" You. cr. note on VII. 455.

t For this rare construction, see Kruger's Gr. Gr. , 6'1, III, ObL
I; Self, Gr. Gr. f 822, obs. 5. Brunck reada ok.

I Cf. Eq. 960. Eccles. 770.
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Pmr•• But, tny good sir, the matter is evident: it cries

out of itself;'
)UN. as Accus. Do not acquit him then, since he i.

besides far the fondest of eating alone2 of all dogs; who,
having circumnavigated the mortar3 round about, has eaten
up the rind from the cities.

Pmr.. And I have not even enough 4 to patch up the
bucket.

XAN. as Accus. Therefore punish him; for never could
one bush be able to support two thieves,5-that I may not
bark to no purpose, and in vain. But if you do not, hence-
forth I will not bark.

Pmr., Oh l oh I how great are the villanies he has de-
nounced I The fellow's a thief! Don't you think so too, 0
cock? Certainly, indeed, by Jove, he winks at me.6 Thes-
mothetes l Where is he? Let him give me the chamber-
pot.

Sos, as TUESll. Take it down yourself; for I will sum-
mon the witnesses. "Let the witnesses for Labes appear! 7

bowl, pestle, cheese-grater, brazier, pot, and the other utensils
which have been burnt at the fire!" [To Philoeleon.] What!
are you still making water, and don't sit down 8 yet?

PHIL. I fancy this fellow will evacuate to-day.
BDEL. Will you not moreover cease being ill-tempered and

morose, especially to the defendants, but clingest to them
with your teeth? [To tlte dog.] Get up, make your defence.
Why are you silent? Speak.

PHIL. But this one seems not to know what to say.
UDEL. No ; but he appears to me to have experienced that,

which Thucydides also once experienced when on his trial.'

I Cf. Equit. 20+.
t Amipsias ap. Athen. I, p. 8, pOIIO~&YI /Cal 7'Olxwp6Xf.
• By the" mortar" the poet means Sicily. For liC17'I~,Bee note

on Thesm, 64+.
• "And not enou~h is left me to fill up

The pitcher's ehinks," Wheelwright.
• An adaptation of the proverb, pia >"oXP'I rW 7'pifll 860 Ipt8aICol/f.
• See Herro. Vig. n, 297.
7 See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 55, 1, cbs, " and 5, and note on Ran. 169.
• oblhrw (like our ...) is very rarely construed otherwise than with

JlM'tenees. For YS. 939, cf. Nub. 1427.
• Vide note on Acharn. 703. ThE' ThlH·J·didf'~ here mentioned
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He was suddenly struck dumb in his jaws. [To lite dOfl.]
Get out of the way 1 for I will make your defence. Sirs, it
is a difficult thing to answer in defence of a dog who has been
calumniated; nevertheless, I will speak. For he is brave, and
pursues the wolves.

PUlL. Nay, rather, he is a thief, and a conspirator.
BDEL. No, by Jove; he is the best of the dogs of Hie

present day, and able to guard many little sheep,'
PHlL. What then's the good of him, if he devours the

cheese?
BDEL. In that he fights for you, and guards the door, and

in other respects is most excellent. And if he did steal,
pardon him; for his education is imperfect.

PHIL. But I would have wished be had not even known
his letters, so that2 be might not have composed his oration
to us, acting like a rogue.

BDEL. Hear, 0 good sir, my witnesses. Mount up, )'ou
cheese-grater, and speak aloud: for you happened to be house-
keeper. Answer distinctly, if you did not grate down what
you received for your soldiers. lIe admits having grated it
down.a

PHIL. By Jove, he lies.
BDEL. My good sir, pity the wretched, for this Labes eats

both offal and fishes' back-bones, and never remains in the
same place; but the other is fit for nothing but a house-dog.

was the great opponent of Pericles. lie was accused of treachery,
and not being able to reply to the charge, was ostracised.

1 See note on VS. 32, supra.
I "':'c, orwt. and most frequently ~va. are construed with the

indicative of historical ten ses, to denote that the proposition i••101
realized, or has fUlt been realized, because the principal clause contains
something merely desiderated. This idiom 18 purely hypothetic; and
one may, with slight alteration, suppose the principal clause trans-
formed into a hypothetic clause (with lO, and the final clause into
its apodosis (without 7va. &c.). Therefore the tenses have also the
lame signification as in hypothetic propositions :-7V4 l"iYVlTo, M;

tlaat it would !.aVI become, or might ha", become, (the latter of con-
tinuing or repeated actions,) 'iva 1,,{vlTo or "l"ivJjTO, SO!.hat it might
!.au become. a" is occasionally added, inasmuch as, even when the
limply wished for principal clause may actually take place, yet the
accomplishment of the final clause may be still problematirfll.·
Krtigw. cr. Harper's " Powers oCthe Greek Teuees," P: 116.

II See Dote on Nub. 1180.



222 TIlE WA~PR.

For he remains there and asks his share of these things, what- Ii
ever nny one brings in ; otherwise he bites,

PIIIL. Deary me! what in the world is the evil with which
I am softened? Some evil encompasseR me, and I am gained
over.

BDEL. Come, I entreat YOll, pity I him, my father. and do I
not destroy him. Where are his puppies? Mount up, 0
miserables, and whining, beg, and entreat, and weep.

PHIL. Descend, descend, descend, descend!
BDEL. I will descend; and yet this" Descend" has de-

:eived very many indeed.3 But, nevertheless, I will descend.
PHIL. (hurning his mouth witk the lentil·porridge). Con':'

round it! How evil a thing is gulping down! For now in
:ny opinion I had never in any wise shed many tears, unless
I had been filled with the lentil-porridge.s

RDEL. Pray. is he not acquitted, then ?
PHIL. It is difficult to know. .
BDEL. Come, my dear little father, turn yourself to tlrat

which is better. Take this pebble here, and rush past to the
second urn with your eyes shut, and acquit him, father.

PJIlL. Certainly not; "for my education is imperfect."
BDEL. Come now, let me lead Ii you round this way by the

shortest road.
PIIlL. Is this the first urn 1
BDEL. This is it.
PHIL. Here it goes then!
BDEL.(aside). He is deceived, and has acquitted unwittingly.
PHIL. Come, let me pour them out. How, then, have we

sontended P [Takes up tke balloting urns and empties them.]
BDEL. The event will show.6 Labes, thou art acquitted.
I See note on Ran. 1479.
I ~'/l~fir'1T1 is first 80r. subjunet, The Greeks never use the

!Wuent subjunctive in this way, i, e. they never say fir} ,.~rrv',&c..
or do not ,trike. .

a Vide Plat. Phred. § 132; Xen. <Econ. I, 23; Equit. vs. 411. .
• Very often the oiv of the apodosis is omitted when the writei'

vould denote that the event is infallible. See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. I
H, 10, obs, 1. Cf. § 53, 10, obs. 5. On the use of the participle to.
-epresent the conditional clause, see Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 56, 11. For
fVwPf/JJ lpiJv; cr. Eccles. 349: Pax, 232.' . '. ': .-'

• -See note on Lys. $64. .' . . • - . .. '.' .
• Mitchell compare. Lys. '71: Plate; The'ret:.p. 200, E. ~ Iliri--'

M. p. 288, R. . . ..' "r

-,
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[Phildcleon falls down in a fainli1lg fit.] Father, father,
what nils you? Ah me! Where is there any water? Raise
yourself up.

PHIL. Now tell me that: is he really acquitted?
BDEL. Yes, by Jove.
PUIL. Then I am undone. 1
BDEL. Don't be concerned, my good sir, but stand up.
PUIL. (rising). How, then, shall I forgive myself for this-

having acquitted a. defendant? What in the world will be.
come of me 72 But, 0 ye highly-honoured gods, pardon me t
for I did it unwiIIingly, and not in accordance with my habit.

BDEL. And be not displeased, for 1, my father, will support
you finely, taking you with me every where to dinner, to the
banquet, to the public spectacles, so that you spend the rest
of your life agreeably; and Hyperbolus shall not deceive you,
and laugh at you.3 But Jet us go in.

PHIL. Aye, 4 aye, sir. if you think fit. [Exeunt Philocleon,
Bdelyeleon, and attendants.]

Cao, Well, go you with JOY, wherever you willI [To the
spectator. s. ] But do you meanwhile, you countless myriads,
now take care of what is about to be spoken well, Jest it fall
unprofitably to the ground, for it belongs to a stupid audience
to act thus, but is not in character with you.1i

P.AnABASIS.

But DOW, 0 people, give your attention, if you love any
thing true ; for DOW the poet desires to censure the spectators,
lIe says he bas been wronged, having first benefited them
oftentimes; partly not openly, but that be, secretly assisting
other poets, having entered the belli-s of others, in imitation
of the prophetic power and device c£ Eurycles,6 poured forth

I See note on Eccles. 1404., cr. Nub. 791; Eccles. 912. • See note on Nub, 689.
• cr. vss. 142. 851.
t It must not be supposed from this pasaajte that 1r"ax... ever

really.: ~pa.... See Liddell's Lex. voc, 1r4o,x.... I. 2. When "al joins
an affirmative clause to a negative one. especially in the phrase
&oil, it seems to take the lignification of an adver.atif:8 particle. as if
it were ciAA' oll. or ovJi. But the opposition strictly lies in the
nEgative. For "'"pO!: in this sense. see Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 68. 37;
obi. 1•.. : ~. '. ...• .'

• A celebrated ventrilllQw.t. ')ee Plat. Soph. § 80.. , One namec!-
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many comedies. And after this now venturing openly b:l
himoelf,' having guided the mouths-not of other peoples,
but of his own muses. But having been raised to such a
pitch of greatness, and honoured as no man ever was amongst
you, he sa,rs he has not, though elevated, completed his eleva-
tion, nor puffcd up his own conceit, nor does he carouse
around the Pulrestra tampering with the pupils.2 And if any
lover, hating to have his darling satirized, hastened to him,
he denies ever haying acceded to anyone, having a jU~1
judgment; that he may not make the muses, with whom hs
associates, procuresses. And when he first began to publish,
he denies having attacked mere men, but with 3 the spirit of
a Hercules, assailed the greatest monsters, forthwith from the
commencement having boldly joined battle with the jagged-
toothed+ monster itself, from whose eyes most dreadful rays 5
of Cynna were glaring, and around whose head a hundred
heads of flatterers, devil take them,6 were licking round about;
and it had the voice of a torrent pregnant with destruction,
and the stench of a sea-calf, the unwashed testicles of a
Lamia, and the rump of a camel. When he beheld such a
monster, he denies having through fear bought him oft' with
a bribe; but still even now he fights for you. And he de-
clares that after him," he last year attacked the night-mares,
and the fevers, which used to strangle your fathers by night,
and choke your grandfathers, and lying down upon their beds,
used to glue together affidavits, and summonses, and evi-
dences against those of you 8 who were quiet people; so that
many leaped up in terror to the Polemarcb. Having found
such an avcrter of evil, a purifier of this country, you be-

Enryclides is mentioned by Athenrens,lib. i. 19, E., OJ;7I"iipTE a;'Top.-
t1'0" i'lf'oiu, e, T.~. It is not perhaps generally known that tho
Septuagint Greek for a "familiar spiru." IS iyyal1rplp.v9ia, i. E'. " t>1'1fo
trUoqllism." He had published siz comedies prior to the Vesptl'.

I Alluding to the" Knights," and his attack upon Cleon,
t Alluding to Eupolis.
1 These lines occur again in the Peace. 762-769.
• Cf. Eq. 1017. Cleon is meant.
• V"ideEquit, VB. 765, a:aiK iJ"I'a" leall;a).a!3arexav. Two ccurtesans,
• See note on Thcsm. 879.
f "The Cleon of the author's Knights is meant." Mitch. ~7

8UTD~. Bru"ck.
• Vs. 127+1 ret, ,""'lI'rall1' r.u.. 9!fTa). ...v. LYI. 519, i:"w" fr_:

j\"C1i'IPO~' 4 IfCf"'c.
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trayed him last year, when he had sewn with the newe8tl
sentiments, which, through your not clearly understanding
them, you made powerless. And yet, many times and on many
occasions making libations, he swears by Bacchus, that no
one has ever at any time heard better comic verses than
these, This, therefore, is disgraceful to you, who did not
understand them Immediately.t But the poet has been
esteemed none the worse among the wise, because, out-strip-
ping his rivals, he utterly destroyed his hope of victory.a But
henceforth, good sirs, cherish more and honour those of your
poets who seek to say, and to find out, something new, and
preserve their thoughts, and put them into your chests with
your apples. And if you do this, there will be an odour of
cleverness from your clothes throughout the year.4o we, who once in olden time were brave in dances, and
brave in fights, and on this very account! alone, most war-
like men. This was formerly; was formerly. But now
they are gone, and now these hairs flourish 6 still whiter than

I On this profession of originality, see Nub. 5ir.
S Alluding to his Clouds, which had been condemned in favour

of Cratinus and Amipsias. See Schlegel, as quoted on Nub. 522.
3 He alludes to his unsuccessful attempts to raise comedy from

the mire of a licentious alaXpoXoria to the condition of an elegant
and intellectual entertainment.

• ;,~... is often thus used impersonally with two genitif)e8, one of the
origin of the smell, the other of the smell itself. Cf. Arist. Eccles.
624; Acb. 852; Pluto 1020; Pax, 629, and note on Pax, 1. c.

"This believe if ye do,
Vest and cloak the year through
Will rich odours dispense,
Hitting keenly the sense
With a smell of ability,
Wit and gentility." Jlitchell.

A parody on the proverb 'll"aXal 'll"OT' ljaQv "XCIPOIMIX~"'OI. ~ee
Athen. xii, p. 624, F., note on Pluto 102. The chorus here point to
their stings.

" 0 we, who once were ardent in the dance,
And brave in fight, of all men most courageous;
But this is of old date-'tis past-and now
1hese hairs of ours are whiter than the swan." WhuHr-iJ'ot

See Percy's Reliques, vol. ii. p. 162,
--" his reverend locks'

In comelye eurles did wave:
And on his agl'lllemples grewe

The blount,..,. ojfM grave."
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the swan. But even from these remnants we must assume
youthful strength; for I consider myoid age to be superior
to the curls, and dress, and lewdness of many striplings.

If any of you, 0 spectators, having seen my shape, then won-
dera to see me laced up in the waist like a wasp, or what is the
meaning of our sting, I will readily teach him, even though be
should be unpolished before.' We to whom this rump is attach-
ed are Athenians, alone rightfully of noble birth, and of the
native stock; a most manly race, and one which assisted this
city most of all in battles, when the barbarian carne, stifling the
whole city with his smoke, and wasting it with fire, purposing
to take away our combs by force. For we immediately ran
out with spear and with buckler, and fought with them,
having drunk sharp anger, man standing by man,2 biting IIis
lip through 3 rage; and by reason of the arrows it was not
possible to see the sky. But, nevertheless, with the gods on
our side, we repulsed them about eventide.! For, before we
fought, an owl flew over our army. And then we followed,
darting at their trowsers , but they fled, stung in their jaws
and eye-brows; so that among the barbarians every where,
still, even now, nothing has a braver name than the Attic
wasp.

Truly,S then was I terrible, 80 that I did not fear any
thing; and I subdued my foes, sailing thither with the triremes;
for we had then no thoughts how we should speak a speech

1 This, according to the Schollast, is from the Sthenobaia of
Euripides. Cf. Plat. Symp. Jl. 196, E. Soph. Rex, 289.

I 'Avljp~' b" «vopi t1Ta,', Eur. Herael. 8:>7.
• Xfi:\oc 6ooiit1, oaIC';'v, Tyrt. ii. 22. Cf. Eur, Bacch, 621.
• The more usual phrase is 7f'POcitt1ripav, or tic 'tt1ropav. See Pax,

rt!6; Pluto 998, 1201; Eccl. 1047; Lys.412.
• ..0 the days that are gone by, 0 the days that are no more,

When my ~ye was bold and fearless, and m.l' hand was on the
oar!

Merrily then, 0 merrily, I beat the brine to lath, .
And the sea once cross'd, sack'd cities .were the foot-trae);. 01

my path.
o the days that are gone by I
Then with none was care to find
Dainty words and speech refined;
Reasoning much on taste and tact,-

e- Quick of tongue but slow to act I" J[w."~11.
.. fie: ..... u·... ~ee Kruger's Gr. 01'. § 67, 10.ob •• I.
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rightly, nor how we should calumniate anyone, but I who
should be the best oarsman. Hence, therefore, having taken
many cities of the Medes, we are the chiefest cause of the
tributes' being brought in hither, which the striplings steal.

If you often observe us, you will find us in all respects," in
our manners and way of living, most like to wasps. For in
the first place, no animal, when irritated, is more irascible,
nor yet more peevish than WI.'. Next, we contrive all the rest
like unto wasps. For being collected in swarms, like the wasps"
nests, some of us act the dicast where the Archon holds AM
court; others by the Eleven ; others in the Odeum; others
crowded together near the walls, frequently bowing the bead
to the earth, scarcely moving in their cells, like the grubs. And
we are most full of resources for the rest of our maintenance;
for we sting every one, and procure a livelihood. But in-
deed 3 drones sit among us, not having a sting; WIIO lie in
readiness, and devour the fruit of our tribute, not being worn
out with labour. But this is most grievous to us, if anyone
who has not seen service, carry off our salary, having received
neither oar, nor spear, nor blister in defence of this country.
Hut in brief, I move" that, whoever of the citizens has not the
regular sting,6 should not receive his three obols. [Re-enter
Philocleon and Bdelycleon.]

PHIL. Never, certainly, while I live, will I strip off this
cloak] since it alone preserved me when drawn up for battle,
when the mighty Boreas invaded me.

BDEJ•• You appear to wish to experience nothing good.
PHIL. No, by Jove, for it is in 110 wise suitable for me.

For before this, having been filled with small fry, I paid three
obols to the fuBer6 as a debt.

BDEL. Yet certainly, at least,7 let it be tried, since once
you have delivered over yourself to me to benefit.

PmL. What then do you order me to do ?
BDEL. Let go the cloak, and put on this mantle here in

the fashion of a cloak. [Talles off his cloak.,
PHIL. Ought one, then, to beget and bring up children,

when this fellow now wishes to choke me ?

I See note on Eccles. 342. • Cf. note on Thesm, 532-
, See Kttlger's Gr. Gr. § 69, H, obs, 4. 4 See note on VI. 2711.

-:' f.ee:K ...ti~r'8 Gr. Gr. § .'SO, 2, obs. 4. • See MU'ris, .,. :l2\J.
r ".AU,' 41""-"-.'(i~"II~",u""''''i9.teM.''-Kr1iVer.



TilE W A151'S.

BOEL. (offering Aim a fine mantle). Hold, take alll~ pu:
on this bere, and don't talk.

PfIIL. By all the gods, what is tbis plague?
BOEL. Some call it a Persian cloak, others a Caunace.
PHIL. But I fancied it a Thymretian wrapper. [Puts it on.]
BDEl" And no wonder too, for you bave not been to Snr-

dis, for you would have known; but now you don't
know.

PHIL. What I? No, by Jove, certainly not: but to me it
appears to be most like to a top-coat of Morychus. I

fiDEL. No; these are woven at Ecbatana.
Prm.. Is woollen tripe made at Ecbatana?t
nDEL. By no means,3 my good sir; this is woven by the

barbarians at a great expense. pf a surety this consumed
with ease a talent of wool.

PHIL. Ought we not then, pray, more properly to call
this wool-consumer, than Caunace? [Attempts to throw it ~tf
ogain.] .

BOEL. Stop, my good sir, and stand with it on.
PHIL. Alas, wretched man! bow hot a stench 4 the filthy

garment belched upon me! [ThrolCs it r1f.]
BOEL. Will you not put it on ?
PHIl•• No, by Jove, not I. But, my good sir, if it must

"(' so, put on me a baking-pot. .
BOEL. Come, at least I will throw it around you.6 Proceed

·lIpn. [Throws the mantle over Phllocleon's shoulders.]
. )IIIJ .. At least, however, lay down a flesh-hook too.
BOEL. Why? why, pray ?6 ,
PmL. That you may take me out, before I waste away. •
BOEL. Come now, strip off the accursed shoes, and put

on quickly these Lneonian ones," [Pulls ojf Philoeleon',
Ihoes.]

t cr. Ach. 887; Pax, 1008. r &'

t II Philocleon here Com{lares the woolly prominences on these
garments to the crisp intestInes or an ox." IVlltellllTight.

a See note on Ran. 1456. • cr. Arist. Fragm, :103.
, I should prefer 1rfptj3&)..W. cr. vs. 1210, where I would r..IJ

r.'1raEAivw. '. ~. . .'. -'_
• Compo Thesm, 84; Nub, 75.S, Pax- 10111. '.. ,
, Vide Eccles, VB. 7!.r AtltwJ'I.rIi, l'~p tXE", ral Plllt"~' .In

Athenll!u" lib. xi. fS3,'U., II v",o~~PIJf'a apU1f'1JAor'IoIM&'4.,"
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Pun, Why, can I ever bear to put on hostile shoos 1 made
•Ly enemies? .

BDEL. (olTering a pair of Laconian sltoes). Put in yOll:"
· foot, my good sir, and stoutly tread upon the Laconian terri-
tory with speed.

PHIL. You do me injustice, in disembarking my foot upon
the enemy's country. [Draws back toith only one shoe on.]

BDEL. Come, the other foot also !
PHIL. By no means this one, since one of its toes is alto

gether a Laconian-hater,
BDEL. There is no other way but this.2
PHIL. Wretched man that I am, who 3 in myoId age shall

get no chilblain !
BDEL. Be quick and put it on j and then, like a wealthy

man, advancing thus, swagger very effeminately. [Puts 011

the other shoe, and arranges /tis dress.]
PJJlL. See! look at my dress, and observe to which of the

wealthy I am most like in gait.
BDEL. To what? To a boil covered with garlic.
PHIL. Well now, I am eager to swagger.
BDEL. Come now, will you know how to utter dignified

words, when very learned and clever men are present?
PllIL. I shall.
BDEL. What, then, can you speak?
PHIL. Very many: in the first place, how the Lamia 4

fizzled when it was caught j and then how Cardopion's
mother--

BOEL. Tell me no fables,' but domestic stories about men,
· such as we are most accustomed to discourse of.

PlIIL. Then I know that one of the very domestic stories,
how-" Once upon a time there was a mouse and a weasel." 6

BDEL. "0 thou lubberly and ignorant fellow," said Thea-
genes to the scavenger, and that too, abusing him. Are you
going to tell a story of mice and weasels amongst men?

PHIL. What sort of subjects 7 must I talk about?
1 Vide Equit. VI. 315, 869.
, See note on Nub. 698. • See note on Theam. U4.
• See Atben. viii. p. 286, C. 306, D. Plutarch, Demetr. p.901, B
• See Kruger Gr. Gr. § 62 3, obs, 12.
• roT' qv. The usual introduction to a "leetleamcdotl." !te nllto

• OD Lys. 784 •
• See Krtlger's Gr. Gr. S 51, 16, obi. a
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BDEL. Befitting a great man: how thou wast colleague in
a mission with Androcles and Clistbenes.!

PIlIL. But I have2 never at any time been a stale ambas-
sador any whither, except to Pares, and that too when ]
received two obols.

BDEL. But certainly3 )'OU ought to tell how, for example.!
Ephudion contended bravely in the pancratium with Ascon-
das, though be was now old and gray-headed; having, in
truth, very strong ribs, and hands, and flanks, nnd a most
excellent breast.s

!)HlL. Stop, stop; you talk nonsense.s How could 1\ man
eon tend in the paneratium with a breast-plate on ?

BDEL. Thus the wise are accustomed to discourse But
tell me another thing-when drinking with your entertainers,
what most manly feat of yours in your youth do you think
you could tell ?

PmL. That, that was the bravest of my feats, when I pur-
loined Ergasion's vine-props. .

BDEL. You will destroy me. Wbat vine-props ?7-llut
tell how once upon a time you pursued a boar, or 8 hare, or
ran the torch-race; having bethought yourself of Ii most
tlashing feat,

?JIIr .. Then I know the most dashing feat; when I prose-
cuted PhaYllus the racer for defamation, and cast him by two
Totes, being still a great lubberly boy.8" ~ " I.,' .

I "Androdes and Clisthenes were two despicable and vile con tern
poraries of our poet, whom he names '/Tapd '/Tpo,,~o/Ciav, as discharging
the high office of 11.... pol, as a sly rebuke to the Athenians, who
were in the habit of intrusting their embassies to such mean per-
sons," lVheelwrigl,t. . .. ,

• .. Mission! Commission, boy, you mean: yes, yea,
I trail'd a pike at Paros-by the token
I pouch'd a brace of obols for my services." Mitchell.

• See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 69 4, obs, 6.
f This sense of aUTi/Ca is exclusively Attic. See Kun. Greg. Cor.

p. -1I6.. . .
• II As /Cal always belongs to what follows, it is very seldom )111&

at the end of a verse; but it is so in Soph. Phil. 312; Ar. Velt).
1193." Liddell. • See Herm. Vig. 11. 113, 189. .

, In this sort of construction 7I'oiol: rejects the mention of the
thing with aversion; why talk to f1~of-. CompoKruger's Gr. Gr. t
61, 17, obs. 12. .

• See Merry Wins of Windsor, act v. se, 6. There i!• ptln on
che different meanings of ~IWJt:'" and d"ol'. . ..

t
I~

, .
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BDEL. Cease; and rather t recline here, and learn beside.
t<> be a jolly fellow, and suited for society.

PHIL, How then shall 1recline? Tell me quickly.
BDEL, Like a gentleman.
PHIL, (throwing ltimse/f on the seat in an awkward IJu••

lure). Is it thus you order me to recline?
BDEL. By no means.
PHIL. How then?
BDEL. Stretch out your knees, and fling yourself in an

easy2 position, as they do in the gymnasium, on the coverlets.
Then praise some of the brazen vessels; survey the roof;
admire the tapestl'y3 of the hall. Water for the hands; bring
in the tables r! we sup; we are washed; DOW we pour out
libations :-

PUlL. By the gods, are we feasting on a dream?
fiDEL. A flute-girl plays on her flute: 6 your fellow-guests

nrc Theorus, 1Eschines, Phanus, Cleon, and some other
stranger at the head of Acestor. In company with these, see
that you take up the catches cleverly.6

1~IIlL.What, really? Aye, as none of the Diacrii1 shall
take it up.

BDEL. I shall know: suppose me to be Cleon," And first
I sing the calch of Harmodius; and you will take me up :-
"There never yet was a. man in Athens"-

PHIL. "1'0, never such a knave, or thief."
llDEL. Will you do this?9 You will perish by the way, if
I "'Ana in Vesp, 1208= and rat/ler. So ciAAap,j =andnotrather."

Hoogeveen. . :.' _ .
• .. Passow compares the Latin expression, /IUIU i'l herba." Mite'.
, TWV Ei XaAlCwl'clTWV lCal TWV ciP'llJjlwl£aTwv lpapl'alpE oOlCia, Sophr,

}'rag.I.5. . .
• Vide Atht'n. lib. ix. 408, E.; xiv. 641, D, where this passage i~

quoted, and illustrated by a passage from Achreus. See Kruger,
Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, ohs, 3, and note on Ran. 169.

• See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § li3,6, obs. 3.
• See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § .'i4, 8, obs, 7; Creuzer, iii. ss, Wachs-

muth i. 228; and note on Lys, 316.
r Vide Cramer's Greece, vol. ii. P- 404; Schomann, de Comito pp.

9,3H.
I Compo Kriiger'. Gr,' Gr. § .54, 1, obs. 1. The true Bong will 'DO

found ap. Atheu. xv. p. 69.5, A.
• Vitle Dawes, Mis. Crit. p . .534. U Put a comma after /30"11.\10'1

and cC. Eur. He\. 145(,; Phileteerus ap. Athen. xiv, p. C33, E:
Do6ow.
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. you bawl tlai~; for he will vow to utterly destrcy and ruin
you, and banish you from this land.

PUlL. But if' he threaten, by Jove, I will sing another
strain ;-" You 1 fellow, you madman possessed of great might,

. you will overturn the city sometime 12-It isjust tottering."
DDEL. But how,3 when Theorus, reclining at your feet,

sings, having taken Cleon by the right hand, "1\ly friend,
having learned the story of Admetus, love the good." ( What
catch will you recite in reply to this?

PHIL. Somehow in this way :-" It is not possible to play
the fox, or to be a friend to both at once."

DDEJ.. After this man 1Eschines the son of Sellas will
take it up, a man clever and musical; and then he will sing:
-"Moneyli and subsistence both to Clitagora,6 and me, with
the Thessalians "--

PHIL. "Much, in truth, have you and I squandered."
BDEL. This, indeed, you understand pretty well But re-

member that we 7 go to dinner to Philoctemon's. [Calls to a
,ervant.] Boy, boy, Chrysus, make ready the dinner for us,
that we may be tipsy8 for a while. I

PHIL. By no means: drinking is bad; for from wine pro- '
ceed both the breaking of doors, and the dealing of blows,
and the throwing of stones; and then the paying' of money,
after your drunken head-ache.

BDEL. Not if you associate with gentlemen, for either they

I This and the followinll catch is from Alcreus, according to tbe
Scholiast. .. See note on Nub. 1236. Plut. 608.

• .. ri Ji; but hOlD 1 i. e. only lee notD I serving to pass on quickly to
a fresh J.loint, the Lat. quid flerol Of course ri Ji beginning a clause
hal its SImple interrog. and connective force." LiddeU.

• Atben.lib. xv. 691i, C., .
•AJ,.;'rov "oyov, wTaipf, ,.aO';'v rolJ, araOo~" f[).fl,
rwv JflAwV J' d,..~xov, rvov, liT' JflAoi" 6";1'1 xapl".

• .£schines seems to have been given to talk of his wealth, whicl
was all in Cloud.cuckoo-latld, 118 we find from the Birds, vs. 823. ' \,

I Vide Lys. 1237, KAEITarOpa" gOflv olov. A Thessalian song- /,
streas. f See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 64, 8, cbs. 7.

• MalJUO'It"', makI drunk, ,.tOvO'"" IplOvO'a. Pass. ,.fOvO'lto,.al, g.
drunk, am intozicated, ptOvO'O"O'o,.al, I,.EOuO'O'lV,p.tOvO'Oijval. For verb.
of this termination, see Kruger's Gr. Gr. 4 39, 7, obs, 1. MEII.....
8m drunk. This verb is only found in the pres. and imperf.· the
future, &c. belong' to ,..OuO'It"" whose ptUnfl' supplies tle deficient
tenles of "..Ov.... See note on Plut. 10M.
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intercede with the sufferer, or you J=,·.usel£ tell some witty
story, a fable of lEsop, or of Sybaris, of the number of those
which you have learnt at the banquet; and then you turn the
matter into a jest, so that he lets you off, and takes his de-
parture)

PHIL. Then I must learn many 2 stories, if I am to pay no-
thing, if I commit any ill. Come now, let us go, let nothing
detain us. [Exeunt Philocles, and BdeTycleon.]

CHO. Oftentimes, in truth, have I appeared to myself to
be clever, and never at any time to be stupid; but rather so
is Amynias8 the son of Sellus, of the race of4 Crobylus, that
fellow whom I once saw, instead of his apple and pome-
granate, dining with Leogorasj+ for he hungers, like Anti-
pho.6 But indeed, he went as ambassador to Pharsalus, and
then he there alone kept company with the Thessalian
Peneetee alone," being himself a beggar inferior to none. 0
happy Automenes, how we bless you l You have begotten
children most skilful. In the first place, he who is a friend
to all, and a very wise man, the most skilful in playing the
cithara, whom homage attended. The second an actor,-'tis
hard to say how8 clever I Then Ariphrades,9 by far the most
clever, whom his father once affirmed upon oath to have
spontaneously learned to act obscenely, going constantly into
the brothels, having learned this from no one, but from his
clever natural talent.

I 'rhus translated by Horace, (Sat. lib. ii. 1, VS. 86,) 801ventur ,.Utl
. tailuld1, ttl mi.t.mY ailibi.t. For the aoriats, see Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 63,
6, obs, 3.

a cr. vss. 199,95,481. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 47,9.
I The name is changed owing to the law which ordained that the

Archon's person should not be brought upon the stage. He was
rea1l7 the son of Pronapus. Vide 8upra, vs. 74. The author haa
also changed the orthography of his name, from Aminias to Amj-
nias, See Athen. V. p. 218, D.

t See note on Aves, 13.
• Vide Nub. vs, 109. Noted for his luxurious living. lIe was

father of Andocides the rhetorician.
• Not the tragic writer, but a dream-interpreter and diviner of

that name.
r The Attica are very fond of these and similar combinations.

cr. Ach. 253; Eq~2,189; Plut, 65,418,879; Eur, Cycl. 268. FOI
lhe genitive, lee Krliger's Gr. Gr. t 47,9.

• See note on Lys. 198.
• Compo Eq. 1281; Pax, 883; Ecclel. 129.
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There are some who said of me, that I was become l'eOOO- 4
ciled with him again, when Cleon was troubling me a little, {
assaulting me, and provoked me with abuse. And then, ~
when I was flayed with beating, those outside laughed to see
me bawling loudly, there being no concern 1 for me, but only
just to know, if I should utter any little jest, when hard put
to it. Having observed this, I played the ape a little.2 So
now "the prop deceived the vine." [Enter Xalltltias.]

XAN. 0 tortoises! happy in your hide, and thrice happy
in the covering on your sides! How well and cleverly you
Itave roofed over your backs with shell, so as to keep off tho
blows ~ But I am dead with being tattooed with a stick.

Cuo, What3 is the matter, boy? for it is right to call him
"Loy," who receives blows, even if he be old.

XAN. 1<'01'is not the old fellow a most mischievous pest,
and far the most quarrelsome of the guests In his cups. And
),et there weree present IIippyllus, Antipho, Lycon, Lysis-
tratue, Theophrastus, and Phrynichus.s Of all these he was
by far the most insolent. For forthwith, when he was filled
with many good things, he danced, he skipped, he farted, he
laughed, like a little ass well fed with parched barley. And
he beat me wantonly, crying out, "Boy, Loy." Then Lysis-
tratus, when he saw him, made a simile :-" You are like, my
old Loy, to a newly-enriched old man,6 and to a constable
who has run? away to a chaff-heap." But he bawled aloud,
and compared him in turn "To a locust which had cast8 the
leaves of its cloak," and to "Sthenelus 9 stripped of his trap-

I Vide Iphig. in Aul. VS. 1563, .; roiir'~" p~).o". Cf. Kriiger's Gr.
Gr. § 56, 9, obs. 5.

• For inro n, ct. Xenarchus, ap. Athen. xv. p. 693, .B. Macho
ibid. xiii. p, 579, C. 1)79,D. Diphilus, ibid. iv. p. 157, A. Julian
('res. p. 317, C. Hippoer. Prorrhet. L 22. Porson, Advers. p. 147
Opusc, p. 248, 281).

3 A parody on Soph. EI. vs. 25.
• ICairoc, and yet, guamquam, in independent propositions; ICailf'fp,

although, with a participle. See note on Eccles. 159.
• See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 50, 5, obs. 6.
• See Lidd. Lex. voc. rpu!.
7 Vide "'pra, vs, 189. Alluding to the proverb 01'0, e;, ax"p';;.,aca Jrirpa.
• .. The worn mantle of Lysistratus is here depictured by an JUI-

age taken from autumn, when trees shed their leaves." Con••
• Rtbenelus is said to have been a mime and tragic actor.
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. pings." 'fhey applauded vehemently J except Theophrastus
f nly, and he made mouths, as if, forsooth,' he were clever.
The old fellow asked Theophrastus:-"Tell me, on what d"
you plume yourself, and pretend to be a pretty fellow, you
who play the parasite towards whoevert happens to be well
otl"?" In such manner did he wantonly insult them in turn,
jeering them rudely, and moreover most absurdly telling
stories which had nothing to do with the matter. Then,
when he was drunk, he comes home beating all, whoever comes3

in his way. And see now! here he comes reeling! But 1
will get out of the way, before I receive blows. [Enter Philo-
eleon, armed with a torch, and accompanied h!Ja flute-flirt. J

PHIL. Hold up the torch! lend the light! 4 Some one of
those who follow behind me shall weep. How I will make
roast meat of you, you villains, with this here torch, if you
will not begone! [Enter Bdell/cleon.]

BOEL. Upon my word you shall give satisfaction to us all
for this to-morrow, even if you be very headstrong. For we
will come in a body to summon you to trial.

PlIIL. IIo! Whew! to summon me! Your words' are
obsolete. Do you know that I can't even bear to hear of
suits? Bah! bah! [Exit Bdell/cleon.] This pleases me."
Throwaway the balloting urns. Wou't you go awn)"?
Where';!? the Heliast? Out of the way! [To the flute-
!lirl.] Come up hither, my little golden cock-chafer, having
taken hold of this rope with your hand .. Keep tight hold!
but take care, for the rope is rotten. Yet certainly, how-

I See Weiske, Pleon. Gr. p ..177. IIoogeveen, Gr. Part. p. 46, ed,
Seager. Pflugk, Hec. nsz, Matthia, p, 1066.

• For similar usages of ad with an article, Mitchell refers to
Pluto 1026; Ecd. 1162; Pax, 774; JEsch. Prom. 973; Soph, l)hil.
131; Eur. Hec. 1164. cr, Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 1i0,8, obs, 9, and § 1i0,
10&obs. s, and note on Pluto 1026.

See note on vs. 1i5+, .upra.
• •A.VfXf (se, r.jv JyJa) 1rapfXf (sc. rll ,w,), the usual cry at toed-

,zing-proce"iom, which Philocleon here parodies, and af,phes to his
own drunken procession, being accompanied home b,. a oose female
of the town, and followed by a number of persons whom he has in-
sulted in the way. Cf. Eur- Troad. 308 i CycI.203.

I j,p;;,,, Be. flfflV, belong to. • Meanmg his present companion.
r .. What had heretofore ranked with him as the highest of human

tltlea, vit;. that of Heliast, is now with the utmost levity applied l.1
II mere (''Pling like his Bon." MitcheU.
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ever. it bears rubbing. You see how cleverly I stole you
away, when now about to practise on the guests. 'Vhere-
fore repay the favour to this my tail. But you will not
repay it, or set about it, I well know; but will deceive
it, and grin greatly at it; for you have done it already to
IIIIlnyothers.' But if now JOu will be no ill woman.t when
Illy son dies, I will redeem you and keep you as my concu-
bine. my little pig. But now I am not master of Illy own
property, for I am young, and am very strictly watched.
For my little son watches me, and he is morose, and a cum-
min-splitting cress-scraper+ besides. On this account, there-
fore, he fears for me, lest I should be corrupted; for he has no
father but me. And see, here he is himself too! He seems
to be running towards you and me. But stand with these
torches as soon as possible, that I may wantonly mock 4 him, as
be once did me before my initiation. [Re-enter Bdel!Jcleon.]

BDEL. You there, you fellow, you dullard and whore-
master! you desire and seem to 10\"e a handsome+ coffin.
By Apollo, you certainly shall not get off with impunity for
doing this!

PHIL. How you would like to eat a vinegar suit!
BDEL. Is it not shameful that you 6 should mock me, after

having stolen the flute-girl from the guests?
PlIIL. What flute-girl? Why do you utter these absurd-

ities, as though you had fallen from the tomb ?7
BDEL. (pointing to tkejlute-girl). By Jove! this. I ween.

is your Dardanis. . .
PHIL. No; but in the market-place a torch 8 is burning in

honour of the gods. .
BDEL. Is this a torch?
PHIL. Yes. certainly. a torch. Don't you see it spotted?
I See note on Thesm. 350.
I Part of this verse occurs in Eur. IIippol. 512.
I Theoc. I, 65, ICara7reiwv ,"0 ICj,P.IIIOV. From this lIesycl,iu~

appears to have taken his explanation-ICaOa ,i';'Oup.,I' ,"OV, al""~"6,,,"ov,IC"PIV07rpilfra, ICa)..iv. ct'. Alexis ap. Athen. viii. p. 365 C.
• T",Oalffllis a first aor, sub], See note 011 Lys, 12~3.
• Used as a nickname for an old lOoman.
• See note on Ran. 610.
: i. e. ad ,"oiivoii. The joke turns upon the similarity of SOUllJ.cr. NlIb.1273.
• .. At flagrans odiosa loquacula ~ap7ratlo" lit." Lucret. lill. i'l.

1168.
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BDEL. But what is this black part in the middle of it?
PUlL. The pitch, I suppose, is coming out of it as it burns,
BDEL. But is not this thing behind a rump?
PHlL. Nay, tbis is a branch which projects from the torch.
BDEL. What do you say? What branch? [To the.flute-

girl.] Will you not come hither? [Take, tlte girl by the hand
and proceeds to lead her away.]

PHIL. Ah! ah l what are you going to do?
BDEL. To take and lead this woman away, having deprived

you of her, and thinking you to be old,I and able to do
nothing.

PHIL. Now hear me: when I was a state ambassador at
Olympia, Ephudion contended bravely with Ascondas, though
he was now an old man. Then the elder struck and pros-
trated the younger with his fist. Wherefore, take care, lest
you get a pair of black eyes.

BDEL. (retiring with the .flute-girl). By Jove, you have
thoroughly learned Olympia. [Enter a baking-woman, at-
tended hy her witness.]

B. WOlf. (to her witness). Come, stand by me, I entreat
you 1;y the gods, for here is the fellow who ruined me,
gtriking me with his torch, and knocked out afterwards ten
loaves at an obol a-piece, and four which I had given into
the bargain. [Re-enter Bdelycleon.]

Bnzr .. Do you see what you have done? We must have
troubles and law-suits again, on account of your drunken
foIly.2

PHIL. By no means; for witty stories will make it up;
80 that I know that I shall make peace with this woman.

B. WOM. By the two goddesses, you certainly shall not
D1(){·kwith impunity Myrtia, daughter of Ancylion and Sos-
trate, after haying destroyed my wares3 in this way.

PHIl.. Hear me, woman; I wish to tell you a pleasing story.
B. WOM. By Jove, not to me,' my good sir •

. I Vide Pac. 697, l"PWV ':'v Ita. au·p0l:. See note on Thesm. 1025.
• .. Seest thou thy work 1 Trouble and litigation

We needs must t.ave through your intemperance." WMelIDrigAl.
• We· might rather bave expected p.ov, as in Pluto 207. See

Kriiger, o-, Gr. § t7, 9, ob5.12; Jelf, , 662, :I; Mattbia, t 466, AU'!
,1.Y8. HR. ..

'.' See ~Tlij{er'w Gr. Gr. t et, 1+. obs. 6. lind § 62, 3. ob•• 11.
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PHIL. An audacious and drunken bitch barked at JEsop
:os he was going home from dinner at evening. And then
he said, "0 bitch, bitch, if, by Jove, you were to purchase
some wheat from some quarter in return for your abusive
tongue, you would appear to me to be wise."

B. WO)I. What, do you laugh at me? I summon YOII,
whoever you are, before the Market-clerks, for injury I done
to my wares, having this Cheerephon as my witness.

Pnn .• Nay, by Jove, hear, if I appear to say any thing to
the purpose. "Once upon a time Lasus2 and Simonides
brought rival plays upon the stage. Then Lasus said, 'I am
little concerned.'"

R. Wox, What, really, you fellow?
PHIL. And you, now, Cheerephon, appear to me to be a

witness to a sallow3 woman, "To Ino suspended at the feet
of Euripides."! [Exeunt Baking-woman and witness.]

BOEl •• See! here's another coming to summon you, as it
seems, Certainly, indeed, he has his witness with him. [E1I-
trr a plaint~ff, attended by his witness.]

PLAIN. Ah me, miserable! I summon you, old man, for
outrage.

BOEl.. For outrage? Nay, nay,5 by the gods, don't sum-
mon him; for I will pay you the penalty for him, whatever
you fix it at, and will owe you thanks beside."

PIIIL. Nay, rather, I will make peace with him willingly;
for I confess that I struck and pelted him.7 But come hither

I For this genitive, see KrUger's Gr. Gr. 4 47, 22.
• For the age of Simonides, and consequentlY of Lasus, lee

Bentley's Phalaris, pp. 39-42, &c. From the Epigram, we find
that when Adimantlls was Archon, 01. lxxv. 3, Simonidcs was
eighty years of age. .

'A.ptpi oIOa!1r.:a'AI'{Joi l:lpovlo'{J 1!171"fro r.:VOOC
'Oyowr.:ovTaiTfi 'l/'alo; .AfW1rPf1ri",c.

• The Scholiast compares Theoc, ii. 88, /Cal pfV XPWC plv ;'poio,
f,..;VfTO 'l/'O'A"U/cl ~a",tp.

• Alluding to the" Ino " of Euripides, where she is represented
RS standing on a rock in the act of casting herself into the sea, and
pale at the thoughts of approaching death.

• For these repetitions of the n-gative, cf. Pax, 385, 928. Lye.
HO. Eccles. 869. Equit, 19. Nubes, 196, 267. Viger, p•• 53. Her-
Ulann, n. 262. , , .

• See note on Lys. 628. Aristides, iii. p. 445. :.
r The infoof the eoriAt retain a its proper ligaification i;lf • f"»C
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first. Do you commit it to me, what damages it behoves me
to pay for the matter, and henceforth to be .rour friend; cr
will you mention the sum '!

PLAIN. Do you mention it; for I am not desirous of I law-
suits or troubles.

PmL. "A man of Sybaris fell from a chariot, and, M it
happened, had his bead broken very' violently; for he IJ:1P-
pened to be not well skilled in horsemanship. And then a
friend who stood by said to him, 'Let3 every man practise
the craft which each is acquainted with.'" Thus do you
also run away to the house of Pittalus.s

BDEL. This, too, is on a par with the rest of your conduct.
PLAIN. But, however, do you relate what he answered,
PHIL. Hear, fly not. " At Sybaris, a woman once upon a

time broke a pitcher--."
PLAIN. (to his witness). I call you to bear witness to this.
PHIL. "The pitcher, therefore, having a person with it,

called witnesses. And then the woman of Sybaris said, 'Jr,
by Proserpine, you had abandoned this bringing of witness,
and immediately purchased a bandage, you would have had
more Ii sense.' "

PLAL.~.Go on insulting, until the Archon 6 call on the suit.
[Erit plaintiff with his witness.]

BDEL. By Ceres, you certainly shall not stay here 7 any
longer. [Seizes him.] But I, having taken you upon DIy
shoulders-
tense only after "verba dec1arandi et putandi, If and in the con-
struction of the "accusative with an info accompanied by the
article." See Vesp. vs.IH7; Av. VB. s, cr. Kruger's Gr. Gr. ~ ss,
6, obs, 9; and note on Nub. 1130.

I Cf. 'fhuc. viii. 48.
I Cf. Acharn. 1180. Pax, 71. Plato, Gorg, p. 469, D. Isocr, ('(11·

lim. p. 381, A. But in Lysias,p. 99, 43, l:aTaYEI!; njv I:fpa>.i/II. So
also Demosth. Cor. § 67. See Pierson on Mcer, p. 2:;3. Thom. M.
p.499.

I Vide Hor. Epist. I.xiv. H:
.. Quam scit uterque libens, censebo exerceat artem,"

For the construction, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 1i4,3, obs, I.
t Vide Acharn. vs. 1032, 1222.
• Vide Theocrit. Idyll. xi. 74, Tax' all ,,"o>'v piiA.>.ov tXOI~ voiiv.
• Elmsl. ad Med. 310.
1 il'T'Clveoi, Brunek, "In Homer only with the imperatives "If"

.ailro. Also in later writers .. Never in Attic, for wht:le it i. (outld
it should be altered into I'-Tave,," Lidd4ll. .
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PHIL. What are JOu doing?
BDEL. What am I doing? I am carrying YOIl from henee

within; otherwise witnesses will soon fail those who wiD
-ummon you. .

PmL. "The Delphians once accused .1E..;op"--
BDEL. "I am little concerned."
PmL. "Accused him of having stolen a bowl belonging to

the god; but he told them that, 'Once upon a time the
bectle'''·--

BDEL. Ah me! how I will destroy you together with
your beetles I [Exit Bdel!Jcleon carrying Philoeleon off th~
.loge.]

Coo. I deem the old man happy for his good fortune,
because 1 he has so far ceased from his sober ways, and mode of
life; and now having learned different things instead, assuredly
he will experience something great towards luxury and ease.
But perhaps he will not be willing, for it is difficult to re-
nounce one's nature, which one has always had. And yet
many have experienced this: by siding with the opinions of
others, they have changed their habits. But the son' of
Philocleon will go off, having met with much praise from me,
and from those who are wise, on account of his love for his
father,3 and his wisdom. For I have associated with no one'
so amiable; nor have I been so passionately in love with any
one's ways, or been so delighted with them. For in what
argument in reply was he not superior.! wishing to adorn his
parent with grander things? [Enter Xanthias.]

XAN. By Bacchus, some deity has introduced perplexing

I After the analogy of 010,"= lin 7"oloii7"o,", IIcrot=lIn7"ocrot, .:.c;=
SrcOVTW,. See Jelf, § 804, 9; Matthia, § 480, obs, 3; Herm. Vig. n, ,
194. Nevertheless I should prefer to put a full stop before 01, thus
making it intetjectional. Cf. 188.

" Old man, I praise thy happy fate,
Whose life and manners have of late
Been alter'd from their rugged state." WMelwrigAt.

I So rai, 0 7"0;; :Mwlcru:pa7"ov" Inscript. Leucad, ap. Rosel p. J8
wai, ;, Tpia"o,", Inscript, ap. Leak. Mus, Crit, ii, p. 670. Ct. Eur.
Helen, 62. Iph. A. 198, ed. Hartung. Anacreontica, V. VI. 9. .

I See Lidd, Lex. VOIl. ,/u).oraTpla.
I "For in what strife of words has he

~ot shown his arguments to be
UI more convincing potl'neIt' Jr},ee7~C.
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troubles into our house: 1 for the old man, arter that he had
IlCen drinking for a long time, and heard the flute, being
CJ\t'ljoyed at the circumstance, ceasest not during the night
~u dance those old-fashioned dances with which Thespis used
to contend for the prize. And he says he will show the
tragedians of the present day to be old dotards,3 being about
to dance n match with them in a short while.

PHIL. <from witkin). Who sits at the doors of the vestibule?
XAN. This mischief now is spreading.!
PJIIL. (from witkin). Let these bars be unfastened, [enter

J>ltilocleon,] for now is the beginning of the dance-
XAN. Rather, perhaps, the beginning of madness.
PDIL. Which Ii twists the side forcibly. How my nostril

groans, and my vertebra sounds!
XAN. Drink hellebore. [l%ilocleon commences to dance.]
PDIL. Phrynichus cowers 6 like a cock-
XAN. You will hit me by and by.
PllIL. Kicking out his leg sky-high. The rump gapes.
XAN. Look to yourself.
PIllL. For now the socket turns loosely in my joints. [En-

ter Bdelycleon.]
BDEL. Not well, by Jove! certainly not; but a mad affair.
PHIL. Come now, let me make a proclamation, and invite

my antagonists. "If any tragedian professes to dance well,
let him come in here, to dance a match with me." Speaks any
one, or none? [Enter a boy dressed like a crab.]

BDEL. That one only.
PHIL. Who is the wretch?
BDEL. The middle son of Carcinus,
PHIL. Well, this one shall be swallowed clown; for I will

kill him with a knuckle-dance; 7 for he is good for nothing
at rhythm. [Enter a second boy dressed like a crab.]

• See Bentley'S Phalaris, pp. 264, 265. Porson1 App. Toup. p. 4SS •
• I See note on Ran. 434. • Vide NUb. 926.

• Cf. Nub. 916. t See Bentley's Pbalaris, pp. 26.'i, 268.
• .. >.qaan. Brunck, after Bentley's emendation.
, Compo Pax, 123•

.. I '11 swallow him anon then.
Odafieh I I'll beat him into harmonr J
I '11 teach him in a musical tattoo
What are the rules of rhythm: surely the kllav.
0.. Jet to learn them." MitcMll.

•



BDl:L. But, wretched man, here cornell another tragedian
of the family of Carcinus, hill brother.

PHIL. Then, 1.Iy.love, I have bought fish.'
BDEL. Nay, by Jove, nothing else but crabs; for ]lere ap-

proaches another again of the sons of Carcinus. [Enter CI
third bo!!dressed like a crab.] '.

PHIL. What is this which approaches? a shrimp, or A
spider?

BDEL. This is the pinna-guard! of the race.-the youngest
that makes tragedy.

PHI!.. 0Carcinus! happy in your possession of fine children
What a multitude of wrens has fallen down! But I must
go down 3 against them, wretch 1 Mix brine-pickle for these,
if I conquer.

ClIO. Come now, let us all make a little room for them,
that in quiet before us they may whirl themselves about.
[Philocleon and the sons of Carcinu8 dance.] Come, 0
eelebrated offspring of your marine sire, skip along the sand
and the shore of the barren sea, ye -brothers of shrimps.
Whirl round the foot swiftly, and let everyone fling up
his heels in the manner of Phrynichus, so that the spectators,
having seen your legs aloft,4 may cry-out "01", Whirl
round, advance in a circle, and punch yourself in the belly,
fling your leg sky-high, let gyrations be made; for the king
himself who rules the sea, your father, approaches, delighted
with his own children, the noble triO.1I [Carcinul enters and
ioins tlte dance.] . , ... : -

But quickly lead us out of doors, if at all you like to dance;
for no one has ever done this before-dismissed a chorus of
comedians dancing.6 [Exeunt omnes.]

I There is a play upon his father's name, Carcinus, I. e. crab. Cf
VI. MI5. See notes on Nub. 1259. Thesm, )69, -BO.The father's name
was really Carctnus, but the comic writers converted it into Carclnus,
in order to make a cra~ of him. He is mentioned by AthenlEuI
(viii. p. 351, F V. p. 189, D. xiii. p. 1159,'F.) as a tragic writer,
quoting his Semele and his .AchilLt••

I Xenocles is meant. See note on Nub. 12.'19
• See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. t 116,18, obs, 3.
t See Bentley's Phalarls, p, 269.
• There is also Iipun on Tpti, and 6pxiol'al. _
• .. The Chorua enters dancing, but does Dot make ita exit in th.'

m..nner," Scholi4ut. _ ' , ,:' . , ,
i:~U In' TilE WAS1'S.
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DRA:MA'fIS PERSONlE.

TWO SERVANTS OF TItYGEUS.
TRYG.lEUS.
DAUGHTERS OF TltYG.BU' .
MERCUU.Y.
WAR.
TUMULT.
CHORUS.
JIIEROCLES.
SICKLE-MAKER.
CREST-!tlAKER_
DltEASTPLA TE-M AI{EP
TRUMPET·MAKER
HELMET-MAKER
SPEAR-MAKER
SOX OF LAMACIlU~.
SON OF CLEONYlIU8

PEACE. ~
OPORA. Mlle.'
THEORlA..



THE ARGUMENT.

o .. ArUtDph. Elp;,v". In the thirteenth I year ( f the war Pac, 990,
rpflx{,p.ES' ijJ'1 ,.pia Jrai o~Jr' ,,.,,. Schol. Pac- 353, lOr' rap I,." lixo.
7roA.p.oiilff"!:. Consequently not before the spring of the archon
A.typhilw." Clinton, Fast. Hellen., p. 69. .. The Peace of Aristo-
phanes, according to a recently discovered notice of the Scholiast,
was brought out in the archonship of Alcreus, at the Great Dionysia,
that is, in the March of the year 421. This piece obtained the
second prize, the K6AaJr<i: of Eupolis the first, and the <l>pa. OpEl: of
Leucon the third." Droysen. The plot is this:- Trygeeus, a rustic
patriot, deeply indignant at the continuance of the Peloponnesian
war, resolves to ascend to heaven for the purpose of remonstrating
with Jupiter 011 the evils which he has been inflicting on the Grecian
cities. He accomplishes his aerial voyage on the back of a gigantic
dung-beetle, which he has fed and trained for this excursion; but
finds that the gods have emigrated from their usual place of resi-
dence, and that their place in heaven is occupied by the demon of
War, who is occupied in pounding the Greek states in a huge mor-
tar. His benevolent enterprise ill not, however, destined to be
fruitless; for having learned from Mercury that the goddess Peace
has been shut up in a dungeon, he contrives, by the help of all the
Greek nations, to extricate her from her imprisonment, and descends
with her in triumphal state to earth.-The play concludes with the
restoration of the goddess to her ancient honours, the festivities or
the rural population, and the nuptials ofTrygreus, who is but poorly
rewarded for his adventurous flight by receiving the hand of a
nymph of somewhat equivocal reputation. Droysen t surmises that
there were two editions put forth by the poet, of which the present
eopy is the second.

1 See, however, Droysen's note, as quoted ad 1. c.
• II Diese ausseren Griinde, in Verbindung mit den oben bezeichnetea

:Sonderlichkeiten des Stiickes, veranlassen mich zu glan ben, daM der Frieden,
wie wir ibn jet.t haben, die spiitere Besrbeitung mit eehr stark en und n!eJlu
wellij{er aI, gluckllchen Veriinderungen ist."
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:SCENE-the interior of a farm-pard ] two sereant« are It'tIII
lJusil!lengaged near a large pig-sty.]

1ST SERVANT. BIUNG, bring as quickly as possible, a cake
for the beetle.

2ND SERVANT. Here it is. Give it to him, the devil take
him 11 And may he never eat a sweeter cake than it !2

1ST SER. Give him another cake, made of ass's dung.
2ND SER. Well! there's another 13 Why, where is the

one you brought just now? Has he not devoured it?
1ST SER. Yes, by Jupiter, he snatched it away and bolted

it whole, having rolled it round with his feet. Come, beat
up for him, then, as quickly as possible, many thick' ones.

2ND SER. You dung-gatherers+ help me, by the gods, if
Yl)u do not wish to allow me to be suffocated 16

1sT SER. Give him another, another made of the dung of
a boy-catamite; for he says he likes it beaten up.

2ND SER. Very well.-From one thing, sirs, methinks I am
free; for no one can say that I eat while I knead.

I "Gieb ihn ihm, den der Henker holen mag I" Droy&en. Cf.
note on Thesm. 879.

I .. Utinam ttl nUliquam ,uaviorem AM mazam comedas t All the wit
of the passage was lost in the corrupt reading '/lal'OJ for '/laro~. This
is a frequent error of the copyists, especially in the end of a verse."
Bnmck. The reading proposed by this learned editor improves the
sense of the passage, but it is unfortunately unsupported by any
authority.

S "Da ist noeh einerl" Dr0YSIm. • See note on Thesm. 3.'il.
I II It is here used in its purely technical signification, thouih elle-

where it is used as an abusive term." DrOY8en.• cr. l;ecles 370, 1055!1068. Vesp.439. Tbt'srn.6118.
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] ST SEn. IIa! Bring another, and another, and another;
and still beat up others.

2ND SER. No, by Apollo, will I not! for I am no longer
able to bear the filth. Therefore I will seize and take away
the filth itself" [Exit. ]

1ST SER. Aye, by Jupiter, to the deuce, and yourself into
the bargain. [Re-enter 2.nd Sert·ant.]

2ND SERe(to the spectators). If .anr of you knows, let him
tell me whence I can purchase an unperforated nose; for it
appears no task is more wretched than to knead and offer a
beetle to eat.' For a pig or a dog readily3 falls to, according
as one evacuates; but this fellow bears himself haughtily
through pride, and does not deign to eat, unless I serve up a
kneaded ball to him, as if he were a.lady, having beaten it up
the whole day. But I will see if he has ceased from eating,
having opened a little4 of the door in this way, that he may
not see me. [Goes to the pig-sty and peeps in.] Fa.ll to I
May you never leave off eating till6 you burst unawares. How
the abominable creature stoops down and keeps eating like
a wrestler,6 laying his grinders to it; and that too turning
round his snout and two paws somehow in this way,7 like
those who twist the thick ropes for merchant vessels. The
creature is abominable, and stinking, and gluttonous; and I
know not of what deity in the world it is the attack.8 For,
indeed, it does not appear to me to belong to Venus, nor,
assuredly, to the Graces.

1ST SERe Why, whose is it?
2ND SERe It must be that this is the portent of Jupit~r

, ,

I "1p,am igitur .entillam •. mactram COfTeptam aft/eramo'" BlICl.
Droysen has understood it differently: II Ich bring" die ganze Jaucbe
lieber ihm selber bin." .

, See note on Vesp. 451. • Cf. Equit. 3], 1292.
• Eur. Iph. Aul. 857, rll: a lI:a~';;v 'lrvAal: 'lrapoitol:;
• See Priscian, xviii. p. ]206, ed. Putsch.
• .. Wrestlers and prize-fighters needing food or a solid and sus-

taining kind." Vo... '
1 .. Sensus: ita caput et manUl manducamlo ,caraham, circumagit. VI.

s7llj creu'OI June. in UlUm na11ium onerariarum contorguenl.'" Beck.
.. Und dam," u. I. !D. [)roy,en. '

• .. Und wess' von den Guttern sein mag diesel Plagevieh,
lcil WE-iss es nicht," ~,en.

Cf. Veeu,. 1475. Virgo JEn. iii. 2]5, .. Cujus pestis et ira DeQIUr
Syu·s. v..,:.,. S" ·r i!'IIII,Il'(~" fi(1i 1I'\1QITIlQ).cd -". ,"
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descending in thunder. Therefore some one of the specta-
tors, some stripling wise in his own conceit, will now say,
" What's the matter? For what purpose the beetle?" And
then some Ionian, who sits beside him, says, " I fancy I this
hiritij2 at Cleon j since he3 shamelessly eats excrement."-
But I will go in and give the beetle to drink. [Exit.]

181:SER. (comi7lgforward). And I will teU the argument
t., the bOJ8, and to the youths, and to the men, and to the
oldest men, lind furthermore to those who think themselves
ever so much more than men.! My master is mad after a new
fashion; not ns JOu are mad, but in another very novel way.
For, looking up to heaven throughout the day, he thus with
open mouth reviles .Jupiter, and says, "0 Jupiter, what in
the world are JOu intending to do? Lay aside the besom! Do
1I0tsweep away Greece!" .

'l)tYG.iEUS (hellind the Bcene). 1I0! ho!
1ST S.:R. Be silent! for rnethinks I hear his voice.
TRY. (behind the scene). 0 Jupiter, what in the world (10

YOI1wish II to do to our people? You will gut our cities with-
out being aware of it •
. 1ST SEn. This, this is the very6 mischief of which I spoke;
fur you hear the proof of his madness. But you shall hear
what he said at first, when the phrensy? began. For here
he said to himself, " Would 8 that I could proceed direct to the
mansion of Jupiter!" Then he used to construct slender
little ladders, and clamber up upon these towards heaven;
till he fell down and broke his head.9 And yesterday, after

I lie uses oo"l..., "(ivo,, and ava.o ....' in accordance with the Ionic
dialect,

2 For the construction. compo Eq. 1085; Av.970.
• .. The commentator. are mistaken, who understand this or Cleon,

"I\I'n it ought to be understood or the beetle. If he had meant
Cleon, he would not have used ,,(ivol:. but CI~ro,." Hotib,

,'t Denn der da speiset auch den Unrath unbeschamt," Droy&m •
•,,'ival: is often found. as here, referring to the '!earer noun. See
Krriger's Gr. Gr. § 51, 7, obs, 10.

• .. leh will indessen die J'abel ••••• sonderlichst
Den Uebermannesaltermiinnem xu wissen thun." Droy&en.

S Soph. Ajax, 585, W Jtlnror' Aiat. ri 'll'UrEopalTfiut fPEVi;
• ("C. Eur. Ore st. 665. Xenoph. Anab. i. 9 21. Lysias Andoc

iI. 106, 23. Elmsl. Med. 97. Valek. on Herod. iii. 71. Alt, Plnt.J,
"eg. 'fl. 467. Krii~er, Gr. Gr. § 57, 10, obs. 11.

t." lll'lancholY.· D1'f>!/,m. • See note on Equit. 132••.
• See IJQ\e on V esp, 11211,
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this, he rushed out some whither and brought in a very large
Etnrenn 1 beetle; and then forced me to groom it; and he him-
self pats it like a colt, and 8ays, "0 my little Pegasus 1t my
noble winged creature 1 see that you take me on your back
and fly straight to the mansion of .Tupiter."-But I will peep
in thus3 and see what he is doing. [Opens tlte door 0/ tlte
farm-yard u"}d peeps in.] Ah, unhappy man! come hither,
hither, 0 neighbours! for my master is rising aloft into the
air upon his beetle, as on horseback+ [Tlte door of tltefarm-
yard ePens, and TryglEUS is seen mounted on a huge dung-
heetle.J

TRY. Softly, softly, gently, 0 beetle! Do not go very vio-
lently immediately at first, trusting to your strength, before
you shall have sweated and made supple the nerves of your
joints with the rush of your wings. And do not breathe upon
me offensively, I beseech you. But if you will do so, remain
here in my house.

1ST SER. 0 lord and master! how crazed you are!
TRY. Silence! silence!
1ST SER. Whither, pray, are you pursuing vanitiea" to no

purpose?
Tar, I am flying in behalf of all the Greeks, having con-

trived a novel and daring exploit.
1ST SElL Why do you fly? Why to no purpose are you

mad?6
Tnr, It behoves you to use words of good omen, and not to

mutter any thing bad, but to raise a shout; and command the
people to be silent, and to wall up with new bricks the privies
and sewers," and to shut up their backsides.

1ST SER. It is not possible that I can keep silence,8 if you
do not tell me whither you are intending to fly.

I ".AlTvaiov. ;J7rfppfy~9'1' pIytlTTOVyap [,pOt;.; AiTV'I'" Schot. Ct.
SO,fh. Col. 312, Eur. Cr.cl. 395, and Valek. on Phren. 28. .

A parody on a similar line in the Bellerophon of Euripides.
• Cf. vs. 30, 1232. According to Beck and Droysen here, as ill

n.726.
• See Lidd. Lex. voc, 17..,I''I0ov.
• u W0 denn hin so urn nichts irrwischest du 1" Droylen.
I "oux vytaivut; = illlanil. Therefore f'i POf''IV oux vy.aivflC;-

9uid temere insanis t: Hermann. See also his note on Soph. Aj. 622-
r Lest the beetle should be lured back to earth by the smell IIC hi,

ra""urite food.
I cr. I'lllt. IS. Eur. ICpl" 1. liO ••
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TRY. What else than to Jove, into heaven i
1ST SER. With what intent.
TRY. To ask him what he designs to do respecting all the

Greeks.
1sT SER. But if he should not tell you?
TRy. I will indict him for betraying 1 Greece to the Medcs.
1ST SER. Never, by Bacchus, while I live I
'fRY. There is no' other way.
1ST SEn. Alas I alas I alas' [Runs to the farm-holUl'.]

o damsels, your father is secretly taking his departure for
heaven, having left you deserted I But entreat your father,
o unhappy girls! [Enter daughters 0/ Tryg(£us.]

DAUGll. 0 father, father! has a true report come to our
abodes, that with the birds thou wilt go bootlessly to the
crows,a having deserted me? Is aught of these reports true?
'fell me, 0 father, if at all you love me.

'fRY. You may suppose so, my daughters; but the truth i~,4
I am grieved at you, when you ask me for bread, calling me
papa, and there is not even a bit of money in the house at IIII.
But if I come back again, having prospered well, you shall
have in due season a large roll and fist-sauce to it.lI

DAUGII. Why, what means of performing your journey will
you have? for a ship cannot6 convey you this road.

TRY. A winged colt will convey me. I shall not go by sca.?
DAUGIJ. But what is your purpoS<',dear little papa,8 tha;

you have saddled a beetle and are riding to the gods?
TRY. lIe has been found in the fables of .lEsop, to have been

the only winged creature that lias made his way to the gods.
DAUGII. 0 father, father, you tell us an incredible story,'

that a stinking animal made his way to the gods.

I Cf, vs. 408, infra.
I Compo Vesp, 1166, and note on Nub. 698.
I "Here I, /(opaICa, is used as a comic jest, inasmuch as it pr~

perly = to the deuce." Beck.
• "From the .£olttl of Euripides." Droysell.
, .. There is a play upon the proverb, li o· 0111011 ainr, /(0110.,)..,.,

lllr.ji OO/:. to keep children from asking what they ought not tJ
have." Fl. Chretien. Cf. notes on Eq. 707; Ach.835. Kuster 011
Suidas, ii. p. 237, voc, /(OIlOV).O,. Shakspeare, Henry V. act v Be. 1

• See Krugt'r, Gr. Gr. § .53.7, obs. 3.
t COIDjl.Eur. Tro. 672. Helen. 1210.
• Cf. Ephippus, ap, Athen. viii. p. 358, F.
, .. Taken from the /phigenia at 7'<tIlris." lIr'"J"'"
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TRY. Once, in ;lden tlme,' he went there out of animosity
against the eagle, rolling out its eggs, and revenging himself
ill turn.

DAUGrr. Therefore you ought to have saddled t a winged
Pegasus, in order that you might have appeared to the gods
~ore majestic. ,', '

TRY. Nay, my dear, I should have needed double rations.
But now, whatever ' provisions I eat myself, with these shall I
feed this beast.

DAUGH. But how, if it should fall into the watery dt'ptIls·
of the sea? How will it, a winged creature, be able to
escape ? . .

TRY. I had a rudder on purpose, which I'll make use of;
and a Naxos-built Cantharus shall be the vessel P" .

D.AUGH. But what harbour will receive you as you are
carried along? . '
, TRY. There is, you know, in the Plneeus, the harbour or

Cantharus.6
DAUGH. Take care of tllat,7 lest you slip and tumble down

from thence; and then, being crippled, furnish a subject for
Euripides, and be made a tragedy.s

TRY. This shall be my care. But fare you well! [Exeunt
I "The beetle had rolled out thl' eagle's eggs in revenge for ih

h.lvillg robbed him of his young. Hereupon the-eagle addressed
himself to Jupiter, who permitted him to lay his eggs 1. his bosom.
The beetle, not yet appeased, flew buzzin~ close to Jupiter, who
started up to catch the beetle, but not thinking of' the eggs,let them
fall and broke them." Y08'. Compo Vesp. 1448.

t .. Viz. after the manner-of Euripides' Bellerophon," Droy8e11.
Sce notes on Eccles. 426; Plutus, 268.

• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. t 51, 12, obs, . , ' .
4 According to Person, (Hec, 1018,) from the Bellerophon of EU4

ripides,
• .. Vorsichtig nahm Ich ein Steuer mit; das branch Ich dann,

Und krebse mit ihm als Naxischem KBferboot mich durch."
, Dray_

~e Athen. xi. p. 473, F. Porson, Ad,·en. p, 129. ,.' ,
, • .. One of the basons of the Pireeeus was called Caut',"ffiI, from a
-ertain hero of that name1 the other two being called Aphrodiai_
.nd Zen." Wheelwright. • The second syllable of nflpati is short,
:f. Crito ape Athen. Iv; p. 173, C. Alexis ibid. p. 562, A," Porum.
lee Gaisford on Hephrest. p. 216. : ' " , . .

7 See note on Thesm. 620. ' " . .
• See note on Ach. 411. .. This befell Bellerophon, whom EIU't.

'Iid,,! brought on the stag" IlS a lame man," " 0."~~. : :,':' ,
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dtJf4gkteTI.] And do you, on whose behalf I endure my la-
bours, not fizzle or evacuate for three days! for if, when he is
high in air, he shall smell it, he will.fling me head downwards.
and deceive my hopes.! But come, my Pegasus, proceed with
joy, having roused the clash of your bit with gold-studded
bridle,' with ears pricked up! [Begins his journey.] What
are you about? What arc you about? Whither are you turn-
ing aside your nostrils towards the jakes? Cast yourself
boldly from the earth; and then, stretching out your rapid
wings, proceed straight to the courts of Jove, keeping Jour
nose away from sir-reverences, and from all ephemeral food.a
[Looks down.] You fellow! what are you doing, you there,
evacuating in the Piraeus near the harlots? You'll ruin me i
you'll ruin me! Will you not bury it, and heap much earth«
upon it, and plant creeping-thyme over it, and pour unguents
upon it? .For if I suffer aught by having fallen from hence,
for my death the city of the Chians+ will incur a fine of five
talents on account of your backside. Ah me! how I fear, and
no longer speak in jest! 0 Machinist," p:1yattention to me!
Already some wind 7 is whirling about my navel; and if you
won't. take care, I shall feast 8 the beetle. [Here the scene9

changes to the mansions of the gods in Olympus.] But me-
thinks I'm near the gods; and now I gee the mansion of Jove.rDismounts and knocks at the door.] Who is at Jove's 10 door?
Will you not open?
. MERCURY. (from within). Whence has the odour of a mortal

struck me? [Opens the door and comes out.] 0 king Her-
cules, what is this plague? 1\

.. Evidently a quotation from some poe til.' passage," Droy,en.
t " From the Belkrophon of Euripides." Droysen.
• .. Und von je~licheIU Mahl, wie man tiiglich es macht." Droy&~.,.
• Cf. vs, 225; Ach. 350. Part of VS. 166 is from Soph. Trach. 1008.
S A proverbial expression, for Xio!:= Ii d1l'o"ll'ar';;v.
• ThIS is addressed to the" Machinist" of the Theatre, who di-

rected the machine by which Trygreus was being elevated.
• Antifhanes ap. Athen. m.}l 123, B., idv o.ira /1rpl;p pe 1I'lP;",it. Yal1r.pa ij 1'01'"Jl;a)..ol'. Cf. Thesm. 484. Damoxenes ap. Athcm.

lh, p. 102, D.
• ..i. e. cacallo." Bergler.
• See Schlegel, Dram. Lit. p. 161. Cf. Ran. 1111.
II Cf. Eur. Phren. 1014.; Bacch. 171.
n cr. Aves, tss, 280, 1036, 1207. Ran. 1201.



252 J EA(,X. t8~.

TRy. A horse-beetle.!
MER. 0 you impure and audacious and shameless wretch J

and impure, and altogether impure, and most impure I how
did you come up hither, 0 you most impure of the impure?
What is your name? Will you not tell ?

TRY. Most impure.
MER. Of what country are you by birth? Tell me.
TRY. 1\1ostimpure.
MER. Who is your father?
TRY. Mine? Most impure.
1\1ER.By the Earth, you shall certainly die, if you will not

tell me what is your name.
TRY. Trygreus, an Athmonian,2 a skilful vine-dresser, JlfJ

sycophant, or lover of law-suits.
MER. But on what account have you come?
TRY. To bring you some meats-see, here they are! [Give,

Aim the meat.]
MER. Poor fellow,3 how did you come?
TRY. Do you see, you niggard,4 that I no longer appear to

you to be most impure? Go now, call Jupiter to me.
MER. IIo I ho 1 ho 1 because you are not likely to approach

the gods! for they vanished yesterday, having emigrated.
TRY. Whither on earth?
MER. On earth, quoth'a !5
TRY. Where then?
MER. Very far remote, absolutely under the very vault or

heaven. .
TRY. How then, pray, were you left here alone?
MER. I am taking care of the rest of the utensils of the

gods, the little pots, and small trenchers, and little jars.
TRY. On what account did the gods emigrate? .
MER. Because they are angry with the Greeks. Therefore

they have located War here, where they were themselves,

I So IWICVoa:av6apor:, Nicostratus ap, Athen. xi. p. 474, B.
I .,Athmonia is a demus of the Ceeropian phyle." Droy8en. Ae-

cording to the SchoUast, this account of his parentage is parodied
from the Sciron of Epicharmus.

I "A coaxing address. See on Av. 143." Bnmck. "0 Schiier
von Mann." DrOY8en.

• "0 Schiicher von Gott." Dray.en.
S "Censures him for talking of I earth,' since the ~ods' abode it

eaVen." Bn-Vler, See note on Ecclci. ua.
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having delivered you up to him, to do absolutely what he
pleases; while they themselves have removed their residence
as high up as possible, that they might not any longer see
you fighting, or hear any thing when you supplicate them.!

TRY. But on what account did they do this to us? Tell
me.

:MER. Because you chose to be at war, when they were
oftentimes for making peace. And if the Lacedremonians at
any time gained a small advantage, they used2 to talk as fol-
lows: "By Castor and Pollux, now shall the little Athenian
suffer punishment I" If, on the other hand, the Athenians
obtained any success, and the Lacedremonians came to treat
about a peace,3 you used to say forthwith, "By Minerva! by
Jove! we are deceived; we must not accede to them. They
will come again too, if we retain Pylos."

TRY. At any rate, the character of the speeches is that or
our country.

:MER. On account of which, I know not if henceforth you
will ever see Peace any more.

TRY. Whither, then, is she gone?'
MER. War has cast her into a deep cave.
Tl~Y. Into what sort of cave?
MER. (pointing). Into this nether one. And, besides, you

see how many stones he has heaped above her, in order that
you may never get her.

TRY. Tell me, what, Pr'.LY, is he preparing to do to us?
. MER. I know not, save this one thing; that in the evening
he brought in a mortar very large in & size.

TRY. What, pray, will he do with this mortar?
MER. He purposes to pound your cities in it. But I will

go; for in my opinion, he is about to come forth. At any
rate, he is making a disturbance within. [Exit .1Ilercury.]

TRy. Ah me, miserable I Come, lct me fly from him, for

I "Noch auch verniihmen, wie ihr urn ihre Hiilfe fleht," Drogse»,
I See Kroger'. Gr. Gr. § 63, 10, obs, 3. Harper'. Powers of the

Greek Tenses, P: 86. For the change of mood, see Hermann, Vig.
n. 280; Dawes, M. C. p. 440.

I From this line Paulmier infers that this play was acted after
the embassy of the Spartans respecting the liberation or tlte cal'tivel
from Sphacteria. Cf. Thuc, iv. 22.

• .. W0 denn ist sie hin t" Drov-.
• Sell note on Plut. 734.
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I myself also heard the sound of his warlike I mortar. rIEae.
Mmself.] .

WAR. (coming out of the house with a huge mortar). 0 mor-
tals, mortals, much-enduring mortals, how very soon shall you
suffer pain 2 in your jaws!

TI:Y. (peeping out). 0 king Apollo, what a huge3 mortar!
IIow4 great is the horror even of the aspect of War! Is this
he whom we fly from, the terrible, he with shield of tough
bull's hide, he there with the legs?6

WAR. 0 Prasiro! 6 thrice wretched, and five times, and
many tens of times, how you shall perish this day!

THY. (to the spectators). Sirs, this affair is nothing to U8
as yet; for this misfortune belongs to Lacedsemon,

WAlt. 0 Megara! Megara! how you 1 shall immediately
be pounded, being made mincemeat of all together. [Tkrow.
garlic into the mortar.]

TRY. mess me! Deary me! how great and bitter are tile
misfortunes he has cast among the Megariane !

WAR. 0 Sicily! 8 how you, too, shall be destroyed!
[ Tit rows in cheese.]

Tnr, What a city will be destroyed, unhappy thing!
WAR. Come, let me also pour in this Attic honey. [Pour.

in honey.]
Tnr, lIo you! I advise you to use some other honey.

This costs four obols: be sparing of the Attic.
WAlt. Boy Imy boy Tumult! [Enter Tumult out of the

ltOuse.j

I Cf. Acharn. 1i72.
2 "From being pounded in the mortar; or from eating of hi'

olio." Schollast;
• See note on Eccles, 787.
, ••Und dieses Blickendes Krieges, welch ein Grauel zu schaun,"

Drogse», "How terrible the very sight of war '" Wheelllwight. f'oj;
t3~6ppaTo, is governed by ltaICOV, f'UV '11'0:\. is the genitive after f'oj; 13:\.

6 "Supp,ly it1f'wl:, j3lj3"ICWl:, or something of that sort." Brunck. •
•, Suppl.y"PlVOl:: who proceeds to break lega." Reiske, .. Der in die
zwei Beine fahrt," Drogse», cr. Acharn. 964. . .

• Prasiee was a town on the coast of Laconia! which the Atbe.
nlans captured and destroyed. While saying this, he throws leek.
(1I'pat1ov) into his mortar. cr. Pluto 851.

, For this construction, see Kroger, Gr. Gr. § 1i8, 4, obs, 2.
• The allusion is to Leontium, See Thuc, iii. 86. For dd~>,,,t1Gl •

•ee note on 1'lut. 121.
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TUMCLl. Why do you call me?
WAR. You shall howl long. Do you stand iJlc? There's'

a cuff for you! [Boxel his earl.]
TRY. How bitter! .
Tcsr. Ah me, miserable! 011master!
Tnr, Has he put some of the garlic in his lidt?
WAR. Will you run and bring a pestle?
Tusr, But, my good sir, we have not got one. It was but

yesterday that we migrated.
WAIl. Will you not therefore quickly run for one from the

Athenians?
Tell. I will, by Jupiter; otherwise 1. shall suffer for it.

~Exit Tumult.]
- Tur, Come now, 0 miserable little men, what shall we
do? You see our danger, how great it is! For if he shall
come with the pestle, he2 will sit down, and stir up the cities
with it. But may he perish, 0 Bacchus, and not come with
it !

WAR. Ho you! [Re-enter Tumult.]
. ,TUl[. What is the matter?

. WAR. Do you not bring it?
Tux, ]..""0: for whatd'yecall'em, the pestle of the Athe-

nians, is destroyed, the leather - seller who disturbed
Greece.3

TRY. That's wcll done of him to perish.! 0 venerable
mistress Minerva! and opportunely Ii for our city, before that 6
he poured in the olio for us.

WAR. Will you not therefore quickly go for another froiu
Lacedeemon ?

'I'usr, Aye, ayc, master 17

I See Kruger's Gr. Gr. 62,3, obs. 9.
a War: Tumult i~ the nominative to ii1;!I.
I . " Es haben das Ding'

Die Athener jungst verloren, ihre Keule, Hur,
Den Gerber, derder Hellenen Land sonst morserte." D'·0!lJM.

Cleon is meant, who was killed at the battle of Am),h:polis at the
tame time with Brasidas, The latter is alluded to in vs, 284. <:r
I'huc, v. 10. For ro DEi)'a, see note on Vesp. 524. .

• See Kriiger'lI Gr. Gr. § .56, 8, obs, 2, and note on Ach. lose
• ('.t. A"es, 1688. Soph. Rex, HIS. Eur. Orest. 212.
• See note on Thesm. 430.
, See note) on "esp. 143. For 4)'';0'." SN' note on Pluto 2~.



WAR. Return,t then, quickly. lEzit Tumult.]
TRy. Sirs, what will become of us? Now there is great

danger. But if anyone of you happen to be initiated in the
Samothracian 2 mysteries, now is a fair occasion to pray that
the feet of the messenger may be put out of joint. [Re.enter
Tumult.]

TuM. Alas, me miserable 1 alas! and again alas !
WAR. What is the matter? Do you bring nothing again?
TUM. Yes; for the pestle of the Laeedremonians also is

destroyed.
WAR. How, you villain?
TuM. They lent it to others against the Thraee-ward

countries, and then lost it.
TRY. Well done, well done,O Castor and Pollux! :May-

hap all may be well. Take heart, mortals!
WAR. Take and carry back these vessels; but I will go

within and make a pestle for myself. [Exeunt War and
Tumult.]

TRY. {coming forwarrl). There8 now has come the very
song of Datis, which he sang once upon a time at noonday
with his hands in his pockets, "How I am pleased, and re-
joiced.! and delighted!" There is now, 0 men of Greece, a.
favourable opportunity for us, while we are free from troubles
and battles, to draw out peace, beloved by all, before any other
pestle again prevent us. Come, 0 ye husbandmen, and mer-
chants, and artificers, and labourers, and foreign residents,
and strangers, and islanders,li come hither, ye people all, as
quickly as possible, with shovels, and crow-bars, and ropes!
for now it it permitted us to snatch a bowl of good fortune.6
[Enter Chorus.]

ClIO. Come hither, every one," with ready zeal, straight to
deliverance. 0 all ye Greeks, let us assist, now if ever,8

I Cf. Lys, 924.
I .. AiyollTal ydp 01 aiJTfl9& P"'10'IITfI: Ilraa:ov(rr9a& Ell: 1} elll et.twIITa.:·

Sehol. on Apoll. R. i. 918. cr. Herod. ii. 61.
• See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 61, 7, obs, 11, and note on Ran. 318.
t Xaipol'a. is a barbarism. See the Scboliast,
• .. At the Great Dionysia strangers and islanders were present.cr. Ach. :ao:' V0I8.
• See note 011 Vesp. S26. r See Matthia, Gr. Gr. § li11 1.
I cr. Eur. Androm. 662. The full form i8 found ~h Equit. 6" I

1>eJIlDsth.Olyntb. i. p. 10.
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being free from battle-arrays and deep-dyed miseries! for
this day has shone forth a hater of Lamachus.! Wherefore,
point out to us whatever we ought to do, and be our director
of works; for it is not possibles that I should think fit to
give out to-day, till with crow-bars and engines we haul up
to light the greatest of all goddesses, and the most friendly to
the vine.

TRY. Will you not be silent, lest, overjoyed at the cir
eumstance, you rekindle war3 from within with your bawling?

CHO. But we rejoice at having heard such a proclamation;
for it was not to come with provisions for three days.·

TRY. Beware, then, of that Cerberus below;5 lest, fuming
and bawling, as when he was here, he should be an obstacle
to our hauling out 6 the goddess.

CHO. By no means doth there now exist a person who
shall take her away, if once she come into my hands.? Huzza!
huzza!

TRY. Sirs, you will utterly destroy me, if you do not cease
from your shouting! for he will run out and disturb all these
things with his feet.

Cno. Then let him confound, and trample on, and disturb
all things I for to-day we cannot cease from rejoicing. [They
begin to dance.]

TRY. What plague is this? What ails you, sirs? By

, "Lamachus was throughout an opponent of peace." Droysen.
See Acharn. 572-622.

I Vesp. 212, ove 1170' c)1I"W!:all >.tiOOI.
• Solon, Eleg. vs. 19, 1I"0"IPOII 0' IvJoIIT' l1l"1}'fipu.
• Compo Ach. 197; Vesp.243.
• .. He il describing War." Bergler. ., Not 10: Cleon is meant,

who, since he is dead, is called IietirwOfll KEp{3IPO,," Beck. Cf. Pax.
S.9. .. The hell-hound is Cleon," Droyse», So also Liddell in voc.
lI'a~"ti~w. .. War and Cleon are one. This' bawling' Cleon CEq.
187) even while he was alive was called • Cerberus,' Eq, 1030.
He might be roused from Hades and hinder their possession of the
goddess of peace." Voss. The same word (1I"a~"a~wII) was applied
to Cleon in Eq. 919. There is also an allusion to the custom among
the ancients of working the figure of a dog in Mosaic on the pave-
ment of the vestibule, with the monitory sentence, .. Beware the
dogl" See Lys.12lS.

• See Kruger Gr. Gr. § 67 12, ebs. 3.
t Eur. Herac!' 976, f'oiirov i'. b·d1l"lp tEipl'~ ~XOn c'.,; z,.ulc. DV":-.

&",rwII c)cJra, italpq17ITa.. Cf. Ale. 846.
B
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the gods, by no means mar a most glorious undertaking,
through your dances.!

CHO. Nay, I do not wish to dance; but through joy my
legs dance of their own accord, without my moving.

Thy. Do not dance any more now; but cease, cea5"
dancing!

CHO. 1..0 I see! now I have ceased.
TRY. You say so indeed, but you do not yet cease.
CHO. Nay, but permit me to dance this one measure, and

no more.
TRY. Dance this then, and dance! nothing else beside.
ClIO. 'Ve would not dance, if we should serve you at all

h!/ abstaining.
TRY. But see, you have not yet ceased!
Cno, By Jove, we will cease forthwith after we have

tossed this here right leg.
TRY. I concede this to you, so that you do not annoy me

any more.
Crro. But it is necessary 3 that I also toss the left, for I am

pleased and rejoice, and trump and laugh more at my escape
from the shield, than if I had divested myself of myoid age.

TRY. Do not rejoice at all now, for you don't know clearly
as yet. But when we shall have got her, then rejoice, and
shout, and laugh; for then at length it will be permitted you
to sail away, to stay at home, to wench, to sleep, to go as a
spectator to the public festivals, to feast, to play at the Cot-
tabus, to live like a Sybarite, to shout huzza I huzza l . .

CHO. Would ( it might be granted me some time to behold
this day I For I have endured many troubles, and straw-beds,
which fell to the lot of Phormio.s And no longer, would you
find me a severe or peevish judge, nor harsh, I ween, in dis-

lEur. eyel. 221, 7r"J.IIITf, 47ro).iO'atr' .lv V7rO r';;v O'x"parlllv. cr.
Vesp.1485. . ,

I cr. Nub. 040. . .,
• Cf. Plut. 371. Nub. 829. Ran. 1161, 1396. Krilger, Gr. Gr.

I 66).3, obs, 3.
• .:lee Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § .'i4, 3, obs, 3; Monk, Ale. 1077. II El il

rarelr 80 uaed j perhaps only in the poets. See Pflugk ad lIee:
836.' lOiiger. '

• .. An Athenian general of rough, soldier-like manners. In hi.
name there is a Vlay on the word ,oP,w" rw/I·matting. cr. Pia&.
'31." Droyaet'

......
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position, as fonnerly ; I but you would see me gentle, ahJ far'
more youthful, if I were freed from troubles. For long time
enough have we been wasted, and quite worn out with wan-
dering into the Lyceum,2 and out of the Lyceum with spear
and with shield. But come, tell us by doing what shall W~
gratify you most; for some good fortune has chosen you as
our plenipotentiary.

TRy. Come now, let me see whither we shall drag nwny
the stones. [Enter .Mercury. ]

MER. 0 impure and audacious man I what are you pur.
posing to do ?

TRY. Nothing bad;3 but just what Cillicon did.
MER. You are undone, you wretch.
TRY. No doubt.! if I draw the lot; for you, being Mercury,

will, I well know, do something with the lot.
MER. You are undone, you are utterly undone.
TRY. On what day?
MER. Forthwith.
TRY. But I have purchased nothing as yet, neither meal

nor cheese, as if about to perish.6
MER. And yet you are utterly undone.
TRY. How then did I not perceive it, when I received 80

great a blessing? 6

I "\Vie wohl vordem." Dr0Y8e1l. See Kriitrer's C!.r. Gr. 1.62,4-,
ebs, 1. Cf. Pluto 95. Thesm. 398. Thuc. I. 82; 11. 15; VI. 68;
vii. 48. v, 14, Wa1f'EpIra;1f'p~"tpov.

t The public gymnasium and school for military exercises.
• "Cillicon of Miletus betrayed his native country to the people

of Priene i and when his friends asked him, while the arrangements
were going on, what he intended to do, his answer W88, 'Nothing
but good.''' You. For the construction, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 62,
4-,obs. 1. This use of Ira; is especially Thucydidean: viti. 92, i~'
Ola1f'Ep Ira; Irarnopu. iv. 56, ij1f'EP Iraj iJp.vvaro. Cf. ii. I H i viii. 66,
init.] iv. 73 i v, H, 46; viii. 47, 48. So also ii. 47, oa~ Ira; paA..am
Wp'0apEaav. i. 68, oa'f' Iraj pirlara lylrA.~p.ara lxopEv. Cf. ii. 49;
Tlii. 92. Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, obs, 13.

t " Freilich, wenn das Loos mich trim i
Du aber, Hermes, machst mit dem Loos-Ich weiss schon, was."

Droyaen.
Sea~er would expunge Ir).Jjp'I'as a gloss, and read p. "'fpl7rOI~afl'.
• 'It is pretty nearly aa though he had said, • As if about to ill

on a campaIgn i' on which occasion each soldier would have to pack
these in !iis knapsack." Droy6m.

• .. Wie lund merkte niehts
VODdem' Irdischen Gluck, dass Ieh gelcbt WId gelj~bet 1Ia1)'!···

• ~ Dro,rr.to



~lEu. Do you know that Jupiter denounced death againr.
him, whoever should be discovered digging her out?

'fRY. Is there an absolute necessity now that I should die?
MER. Be well assured that there is.
TRY. Lend me then three drachmee for a little pig; for I

:nllst be initiated before I die.
MER. 0 Jupiter, the lightener and thunderer !
'fRY. Do not, master, by the gods, inform against us, I be-

seech you!
:\fER. I cannot hold my peace.
Tur, Yea, by the meats, I which I zealously brought

,'OU.

I MER. Nay, my good sir, I shall be destroyed by Jupiter,
If I shall not shrilly proclaim 2 these things, and shout aloud.

TRY. Do not then shout aloud, I beseech you, my dear
little Mercury! Tell me,3 what ails you, sirs? You stand con-
founded. 0 wretches! do not be silent; otherwise he will
shout aloud. .

Cno, By no means.' master Mercury, by no means; nay,
by no means, if you remember having devoured with satis-
faction a little pig from my hands; do not consider this a
trifling circumstance in this transaction.s

TRY. Do you not hear, 0 king and master, how they Hatter
you?

Cno ••••• so that6 we do not obtain her. But gratify
us, 0 you most benevolent and most bountiful of gods I if at
all you abominate the crests and eyebrows of Pisander," And
we will always glorify you, 0 master, with sacred sacrifices
and magnificent processions for ever.

TRY. Come, I beseech you, pity their cry, since they even
honour you more than before.

I 1rapa rpot1Jol!iav for rpor: 'rwv ~(Wv.
, " Fu, 'rfTOpr,ITIII =werde durchdringend tonen Ar. Frie. 381. In

derselben Bed. Pro 'rOpE VIII Ar. The. 986 r" Kruger. Cf. Lidd. Lex.
in voc.

I See note on Ran. 1479.
• II The sound of the Greek here cannot be represented in another

Janguage: it is like the confused bleating of a flock of sheep,"
Dr0YBen. See note on Vesp. 1418.

• .. Achte du dann nicht wie gar nichts in sothanem Handel das,"
DnItJ-

• There is a slight lacuna here in Dindor!". edition.
, Bee Av. lSS6.
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:MY-It. For they are now more thievish than before."
'fRy. And I will tell you of a. terrible and important thing

which is being plotted against all the gods.
MER. Come now, tell it; for you may perchance prevail

upon me.
'fRY. For the moon and the roguish sun have been. plotting

again!lt you now for a. long time, and betraying Greece to the
barbarians.

:MER. But wherefore do they do this?~
'fRY. Because, by Jupiter, we sacrifice to you, while the

barbarlansf sacrifice to them. On this account naturally the),
would wish you all to perish utterly, in order that they alone
of the gods might receive the sacred offerings.

MER. It is on this account, then, they have been this long
time filching underhand from the days,· and nibbling at the
cycle of the seasons through their chariot-driving.

'fRY. Yes, by Jupiter! Therefore, 0 dear Mercury, zeal-
ously join us in obtaining her, and help to draw her out, and we
will celebrate in honour of you the great Panathenaic festival,
and all the other festivals of the gods, the mysteries of Ceres,
the festival of Jove, the festival of Adonis in honour oP
Mercury; and other cities having ceased from miseries, will
sacrifice every where to Mercury as the averter of evil: 6 and
you will obtain many other blessings besides. But first I give
you this as a 7 present, that you may be able to make libatlons.
[Presents ltfercury with a beautiful golden cup.]

I It is hinted that they were thieves before, and, of course, ven-
erated the god of theft; and that, now being more thievish than ever,
their veneration keeps pace with their knavery.

• See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § si, 17, obs, 8.
a The Persians spared Delos and Ephesus, in their wars with the

Greeks, on account of the honours which were there paid to their
favourite deities.

• "Drum stahlen sie jiingst auch wohl von den Ta~en einige,
Und kiirzten der Zeiten eyklus, 'aus Fahrliissigkelt?'" ])roy,eJl.

In aPI'arw'Aia there is a play on the word apapTw},.ia. " The Attic
c..lendar had been ver;)' extensively remodelled just before this, and
some alterations introduced, more especially in consequence of tl.t
new Metonic cycle." Droysen. Cf. Nub. 600. Av.lOOO.

• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. S 48, 4, obs. 4. For A.1I'ci.\~&«, set Be\lo
Allee. i. p. 91.

I He is also to have the hdllours of Apollo
r fke ~ote 911Plqt. :Ilt.
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]olEn.Ah me! how compassionate I always am towards golden
cups! Henceforth, sirs, the task is yours.' But go in and
drag' away the stones with your shovels as quickly as possible.

Cno, This we will do: but 40 you, 0 wisest of the gods.
stand by and dictate to us in a workmanlike manner, what
we ought to do. For the rest, you will find us not slothful
to follow your directions.

T'tY. Come now, do you quickly hold 2 your goblet under,
that we may set about our work, after having prayed to the
go,I,;. The libation is being made! the libation! Use no iU-
omened words! use no ill-omen cd words! [~"/akes a libation.]
While we pour the libation, let us pray that th~ present day
may be the beginning+ to the Greeks of many blessings, and
whosoever zealously takes hold of the ropes with us, that this
man may never take a shield.

CHO. No, by Jupiter! but may spend his life in peace,
with his mistress, and poking the coals.!

'fRY. But whosoever wishes that there should rather be
war, we pray that he may never cease, 0 king Bacchus, to
draw out arrows from his elbows!

ClIO. And if anyone, desiring to be a. Tax:iarch,5 grudges,
o mistress, that you should return to the light, may he suffer
ill battle some such things as Cleonymus !6

TRY. And if any spear-maker, or retailer of shields, wishes
tilr battles, in order that he may have a better sale, may he
be taken by robbers, and eat barley only.

Cno, And if" anyone, wishing to be geneml, does not
assist, or any slave ready to desert, may he be scourged and
twisted on the wheel, while ours be blessings! Huzza I
}':1"..an,huzza!

THY. Take away the" beating,"S and only say" huzza!"

I .. Eller ist nun dort die Arbeit." Dro!l,en.
• Sl'e Lidd. Lex. voc. i7r6xW. Cf. Acharn. 1063.
I Cf. Thuc. ii. 12. Xenoph. Hell. ii. 2, 23. Valek. Herod. v. 97.
• .. 1m Arm ein M:idchen, kohlenscbiirend am Kamin." Droy.en.
• .. Perhaps Alcibiades." Droy,e,.. I Compo Av. B70. Vesp. 19.
, ..d is found with the subjunctive (without av) even in Attic

prose, when the idea of the reality or ,'ealizatwn of the conditional
elause predominates." Kroger. See Harper's .. Powers of the
Greek Tenses," p. 101,102. Cf. Equit, 400, 698, 700, 767,769.

I There is a play on the similarity of 11'".... " to ?rai"y, to ~fat. wh!~b
would be a wore!Qf ill omfll.



PEACE. '263

CHO. Huzza I huzza! then, huzza only do I say.
TRY. To Mercury,' to the Graces, the Hours, Veil US, and

Desire. [Here he pours out a libation.]
Cno, But not to Mars?
TRY. No.
Cno. Nor to Enyalius?
TRY. No.
Cno. Nowt strain

away with the ropes.
MER. Heave, ho!
Cno. Heave, ho, again!
MER. Heave, ho !
ClIO. Come, again!
MER. Heave, ho! heave, ho!
TRy".But the men are not pulling alike. 'Will you notS

.nyhold? How you puff and blow! You shall smart for it,
you Bceotians.'

lbR. Now, heave, ho I
TRY. Heave, ho!
CHO. But come, do you two also pull,
TRY. Am I not, then, pulling, and hanging on to the rope,5

and setting to work, and labouring earnestly?
MER. How then does the work not proceed? [Lamachus

in full array sets himself in the way.] •
Cao, 0 Lamaohus, you do wrong in sitting in the way.

". e have no need, my man, of your bugbear.s [.l{OlO the
Argives set themselves in the way.]

l\IER. Neither have these Argives been pulling at all for
a long time, but been laughing at those worn out with labour;
and that too when they have been receiving barley-meal as
their pay from both sides,"

I Cf. Thesm. 297. Athenreus, i. p. 36, C.
2 .. Nun strange Jeder sich an und helf" am Taue ziehn I" Droysen,
a .. Nonru .imul Incflmbetu ,,, Brunck,
• Cf. V8. li08. Eccles. 165. Ran. 1266. Thesm, 830. Kruger,

Gr. Gr. § .50, 8, obs. 3.
t .. t~<lpr",p<ll is, I hang on to tM rope, while 11tfp1ti1rrflv correspond,

to the Latin incumber/l." Beck.
• We learn from other passages of our author that a Gorgon was

the device on the shield of Lamachus. See Ach. 567, 574, .582.
r oi rE 'APYEiol apI/Ira lfJXoV rei, 1riio"IV, ob tVJlupapcJlol tou 'ATTI.OU

ro>"fllov, a~~or,poIC 6t piiAAoII IVI17ro,,6ol jj"tlC, lnap1rWl1apfJlOI. Thue.
Y. ill. .. The Argives, attached to no party in earnest, souKM their

to the utmost, each of you, and haul
[They all lay hold of the ropes.]
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Tur. But the Lacedeemonians, my good sir, are pulling
like men.

MER. Do you know that 1 Only '\S many of them as are
Castened to the stocks are zealous; but the blacksmith does
not suffer them.!

Cuo. Neither are the Megarians' doing any thing; and
yet they tug, tearing the flesh most greedily, like little dogs,
being utterly destroyed, by Jupiter, through hunger.t

TRy. Sirs, we are doing nothing. But we must all lay
hold again with one accord. [They take hold again.]

MER. Heave, bo!
TRy. Heave, ho, again!
MER. Heave, ho!
TRY. In the name of Jupiter!
Cao. We are moving it a little.·
TRY. Is it not, then, shameful that some should strain at

the work, and that others should pull against them? Ye shall
receive blows, ye Argives!

l\lER. Now-heave, ho!
TRY. Heave, ho!
Cno, How malevolent are some amongst us !
TRY. Do you, therefore, who long for peace, pull away

manfully.
Cao, We do; but there are some who hinder us.5

advantage by following, first one, and then the other of the belli
gerents." Dr0Y8en. Demosth. c. Timocr. p, 739, lciv r., a'X06f.
J&ur6o~opi·

1 II Wer von ihnen mit am Blocke liegtl ist wohl gewiIlet." DrOY8e1I.
Who adds in his note: .. These are the Spartan prisoners from
Sphacteria, who were lying in prison at Athens. They were chained
fast to large beams of wood."

• .. Auch da, die Megarer schaffen nichts; doch ziehen sie
Gleich jungen Hunden am Knochen zerrend so kiimmerlich."

Droy.eN
I The Megarians, who were famous fDr their love of eating, were

excluded by 8 decree of Pericles from tbe Athenian markets and
harbours during the continuance of the Peloponnesian war, and
suffered severely from famine.

t .. Schon riihrt es sich etwas I" Droy,en.
• See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 61, S, obs, 1. This idiom has strangely

enough been considered a very unusual one. It is of common oc-
currence in Thucydides: i. 23, dol J' a'i J&fTi{3a>..ov. Cf. ii. 102; vi.
10; vii. 18; vii. 44, ndJ ,in.; vii. 67; viii. 101, '!lbjin•• ri. 88; ii. +9
tn iii. ++, we have tile full form, flul rap Tm, abrwv oj CbrfTpG1I"01'ff
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TRT. You Mcgarians, will you not pack off to the deuce? I

for the goddess hates you, remembering you; for you were
the first who anointed her with garlic.' And I bid you Athe-
nians to cease holding on in that quarter where3 you are now
pulling ;-for you do nothing else but try causes. But if y()U
desire to pull her out, retire a little nearer to the sea.!

ClIO. Come, sirs, now let us husbandmen take hold alone
by ourselves. [Chorus alone at the rope.]

MER. Of a truth the work proceeds much better with you,
Omen.

Cao, lIe says that the work proceeds; but be zealous,
every man of you!

TRY. Of a truth the husbandmen are accomplishing the
task by their pulling,5 and no one else.

Cao. Come now, come everyone of you! And in truth now
it's nearly accomplished. Let us not relax then,6 but exert
ourselves more manfully. There now we have it!' Now-
heave, ho! heave, ho! everyone of you! Heave, ho!
heave, ho! heave, ho! heave, ho ! heave, ho! heave, ho!
heave, ho! heave, ho! heave, ho! heave, ho! heave, ho!
everyone of you! [Peace, Opora, and Theoria are draum
rtp out of the cave.]

TRY. 0 mistress, producer of the grape! with what word
'hall I address yoU?8 Whence can I get a ten-thou sand-

I Cf. Lys. 1240. Plaut. 604.
• The meaning is obscure. The following is the explanation t)(

the Scholiast: avr& Toii Jp'PVTJ/TI, lin ....ona ....ai'· aj,roi, (f/COPOC'l.
a/riav ci dxov apX'Iyol YlvEI10ar Toii ....oX.pov J"j njv ap,..ayqv T';;"
1r0P"';;" '.AI17ral1ial: /Ca, TJjVi,.., Tovrol!: 6pyJjv llfp":X,ov!: /Cai TO "'~tp(l1pn,
"I: iv '.AxapvEiil1i ¢'1I1(V, Cf. Ach. 526.

3 Soph. Colon. 1227, {3ijvar /C.iO.v liO... '¥lp ij/Cu. A case of in-
verted assimilation. See KrUger, § SI, 10, obs. 8.

t .. The lazY'Athenians, turned away from the sea, are gazing aftpr
their beloved lawsuits. The poet bids them turn their eyes to t:tl'.r
Ravy, which gave their brave fathers prosperity and a good fonn of
government." VOl ••

• .. To drag out, prolong, Ar. Pac, Sll." LiddeU. But this is di-
rectly contrary to the whole tenor of the passage. .. Profecto sol«
agricolte opu8 eztrahencW peragunt." Brunck: .. Die Landbesteller
siehn sie jetzt hervor." Droy.en. .. Agricolte ,oli hanc rem eztra.
'",It." Bergkr.

• See Kruger's Gr. Gr. § Sf, 2, obs. 2.
, See note on vs. 289.
, .. HeT\! Opor«, lind 111eori~ ftn~ Peace are hauled up oul If \be
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firkin expression, hy which to address you? for I have it not
of my own. Hail, 0 Opora ! and 1 you also, 0 Theoria!
How fair a face you have, 0 Theoria! What fragrance you
exhale! How sweet to my heart! 2-very sweet-as it were
of exemption from service and perfumes!

MER. Is it then like3 th« smell of a soldier's knapsack?
Cuo, I abominate that most odious wicker-work of a hos-

tile man. For its savour is of4 a belch of onions and crudi-
ties; but hers of autumn, of entertainments, of Dionysian
festiv als, of flutes, of comedians, of strains of Sophocles, of
thrushes, of versicles of Euripides--

'fRY. You shall suffer then for telling lies against her;
for she does not take pleasure in a composer of judicial
speeches.

Cno, Of ivy, of the straining-cloth, of bleating little sheep,
of the bosoms of women running about to the fields, of tipsy
female slaves," of upturned pitchers, and of many other
hlessings.

MER. Come now, see how the cities converse with each
other, having been reconciled, and laugh with joy! and that
too, after they have been everyone marvellously beaten black
and blue, and attached to cupplng-glasses.s

'fRY. And further," observe the countenances of these spec-
tators, that you may know their trades.s

MER. Oh, unfortunate man! Don't you see, at any rate,
yonder crest-maker tearing his hair? And he who makes
the mattocks farted just now at yonder sword-cutler.

Tnr, Ann don't you see how the sickle-maker is rejoicing,
and how he insulted the spear-maker?

eave. These characters are performed br courtesans dressed for
the purpose." Brunck; Nub. 1378, trotf!wraroll 1"h:(ivov;'; ri tr"'7I"III;

I See Krti~er'8 Gr. Gr. § 69, 32, obs, 10, and note on Pluto 838.
t "Und wie du duftest suss mir bis ins lIerz hinein I" Drogsen,
3 See note on verse 363.
• cr. Eccles. oH. Vesp. 1059. Ach. 852. Cratinus ap, Athen.

xiv. p. 661, E. Hermippus ap. Athen. i. p, 29, E. Pherecrates,
ibid. xiv, P: 648, C. Elmsler' Ach. 193. See note on Vesp. I. e,

• ·Y7I"Ip,(jO).q IUIIIXiaC, on I<al oi OOV).OI p,OvOVtrIV Iv lipilJf7,l. Schol.
• I should prefer I<v&Oov, 7I"PO(1I<Elpillal, having cupping-glasses 01-

,,",hed to them. So 71"0).).0,'" ).jOovc l1r"ctiptvoc, Lucian.
7 "Etiam." Brunck, "Auch." Drogse«, "Furtl_" Kruger.
• II Vm jeden darnach ill seinem Gewcrb zu erkeuncn." ProP'"
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MER. Come now) make proclamation that the hasbaudmeu
depart.

'fRY. Oyez! Oyez! let the husbandmen depart' ail
quickly as possible to the fields with their implements or
husbandry, but without spear and sword and javelin; since
all things here are now full of ancient peace. But go every
one of you to your work in the field, having sung the Pecan,

CIIO. 0 day, longed for by the jast and2 by husbandmeu I
having seen you with delight, 1 wish to greet my vines; and
13have a desire to salute my fig-trees after a very long time,
which I planted when I was younger.

'fRY. Now therefore, 0 men, let us first make our prayers
to the goddess, who has taken away from us the crests and
Gorgons; and then see that we hurry away· home to our
farms, having purchased some excellent dried £sh for tile
country.

MER. 0 Neptune, how goodly their array appears! and
dense and grim,6 like a barley-cake and a complete banquet!

Tl~Y. Yes, by Jcve; for the malletf is brightly prepared; 7
and their three-pronged forks glitter in the sun, Upon my
word the space between the vines would do well to escape
from them. So that now I myself also am eager to go into
the fields, and to break up with the mattock my little farm
after a length of time.-=But, sirs, having remembered the
olden mode of life which she formerly gave us, and those
cakes of preserved fruits, and the figs, and the myrtles, and
the sweet new wine, and the violet-bed beside the well, and
the olives which we long for,-ill return for these things, now
greet this goddess I

ClIO. Hail, hail, 0 dearest goddess! How welcome hnve
I cr. notes on Ach. 1000, and Ran. 169. cr. Aves, H8.
I See note on Pluto 89.
• iJ,.ill-iyw: see Krll~er'8 Gr. Gr. § 61, I, ohs, 2. For 1ro}..}..Ot1Ti

XPOV'l', see Menand, Misogyn, Fragm. 6, ed, Didot, Cratinus 81"
Atilt'n. xi. P: 460, F. Aristides, iii. p. 270. Demosth. c. Timocr,
I" i61, 21. Eubulid, p. 130l, 9.

• See Kl'ii~er's Gr. Gr. § li4, 8, obs. 7, and note on Eccles. 299.
• "\·erglluglich." Drogse», "Alacri8." Brunck; The reading

has been suspected.
• "Hatchet." Droy.en.
, See Lidd. Lex. voc, a01r}..&~"'. &I Wieder an den Stiel geklinkt."

Dr&ysen. For til' apa, see note on Vesp, 451. "i. c. }..al''II'pw, I(w.. AUT",,,,,." Par'lm,
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you t come to us! For I was overcome with longing for you,'
wishing prodigiously to return to the country; for you were
the greatest gain to us, 0 you much-desired goddess! For
you alone aided us.3 • • • • to all of us, as many as passed
an agricultural life. For formerly we experienced many sweet,
and inexpensive, and dearly-loved pleasures in your time; for
you have been barley-groats! and a safe-guard to the husband-
men; so that the little vines, and the young fig-trees, and all
the other plants, shall smile upon you, having received you
with joy.-But wherever has she been absent from us this
long time? Inform us of this, 0 most benevolent of gods.

MER. Most sapient 5 husbandmen, now hear my words, it
you wish to hear bow she was lost. Phidias first began the
calamity, having been unfortunatej" and then Pericles, fear-
ing lest he should share his fortune, dreading your disposition
and right stubborn temper, before he suffered any calamity,
with his own hands set the city in a flame, having thrown in
a slight spark of a Megarian decree, and blew up so great a
war, that all the Greeks, both 8 here and there, shed tears by
reason of the smoke. And as soon as the vine once crackled 9

ill the flames perforce, and wine-cask, being struck, angrily
kicked against wine-cask, no longer was there allYone to put
a stop 10 to these things, and this goddess disappeared.

• See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 48, 6, obs. 4. Kiin and Boissonade 011
Greg. Cor. p. 376. Allen on Sallust, Jug.lxxxiv. n. 9.

I An example of the subjective pronoun used objectively. Hom.
Od. A. 201, flO, woOor:.regret for you. Plato, Gorg, p. 486, A., IbllOj~
"p fiji, through good. will to you. Terence, Heaut. h. 3, 66, co Desiderio
tuo," Cf. PsaI. cix. 3. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 47,7, obs, 8. Hermann,
Vig. n, 121.

* There is a lacuna here in Dindorf's edition.
• " Ears of barley roasted, which was a favourite dish with the

country-people." V088.

• See Dawes, M. C. p. SOl, ed. Kidd.
• See notes on Nub. 1148. Eccles. 1126.
1 "lie was condemned and exiled on a charge of appropriating

some of the gold and ivory he had received for the statue of Mi-
nerva." BM"9ler.

• " Both far and near." Dro1l8en.
• co Und der Weinstock) flammenknatternd stiirzt er hin," Droysen.

For wr:"o wjwroll, see Lidd, Lex. voc. 1rpwror:. iv. 4. Droysen join.
re) 'll'ewrov IJ&:OV/JIJ, having mistaken the latter word for the present
participle of cil:o';...,-" Kaum gebort das," .. , 7"' WPW7"Q' ClllN-
sponds to the Lat, tit primtlm.

" cr· n sat, infra. Equit. rsa, plut, ~IV,
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'CItY. Now, by Apollo, I had not learned these matters from
anyone a nor had I heard how Phidias was connected with
her}

Cno. Nor I, till now. On this account then she is fair of
feature, because she is a. connexion of his.2 Certainly many
things escape our observation.

MER. And then, when the cities which you ruled over
perceived that you were incensed against each other, and
showing your teeth, through dread of the tribute, they
contrived all stratagems against you, and gained over the
chief men of the Lacedremonians with money. And they,
since they were sordidly greedy of gain,3 and treacherous
ander the mask of hospitality, shamefully rejected this god-
dess and took up war. And then, their gain was ruin to the
husbandmen; for the triremes from this country again, taking
vengeance in turn, used to devour the fig-trees of innocent men.

TRY. Nay, rather, with justice; since of a truth also· they
cut down my raven-gray fig-tree, which I planted and reared.

Cno. Yes, by Jove, good sir, certainly with justice; since
they also threw a stone in and destroyed my corn-chest hold-
ing six medlmni.s

MER. And then also, when the labouring population flocked
together into the city from the fields, they did not6 perceive
that they were sold in the same way as the towns-people; but
since they were without grape-stones, and loved the dried figs,
they looked to the orators; and they, well knowing that the
poor were weak a.nd in want of victuals, drove away this god-
dess with two-pronged clamours," though she oftentimes

I " Dass irgend was mit ihr zu sehaffen hatte Pheidias," DrOYSeti.
t See note on Vesp. 451. "Weil sie jenem Mann verwandt ist."

DrOY8et1.
• "Greediness and inhospitality were old sins or the Spartans;

IIIlI an oracle had said,-' Base greediness after gain will destroy
Sparta, and nothing else.''' Droysen.

• See note on Ach. 933.
• See Tyrrwhitt on Eur. Elect. 888. Brunck on Eur. Med. 1181.
• "Merkt' es gar nicht, dass verkauft es auf dieselbe 'Veise war."

Droyaen. cr. Soph. Phil. 978, Ar. Acham. 374.
• "Mit des Worts zweizungiger Gabel." Droysen, "cu:paYPQI1'l'.

jokingly for (6)'01\:.'' LiddeU. .. Hane deam clamoribtl&, tanquam furcU
upellebant. This usage is well explained by Dobree on Plut, 314."
Fituche. Unfortunately 81cpoiCis an cufjectifl'. Besides, tbia woulJ
be very un-Aristophanic.



showed herself through love to this country I and ;lley used
to harass 1 the rich and wealthy of our allies, attaching to each
the imputation that he favoured Brasidas.t And then ),011
used to worry him like little dogs; for3 the city, pale, and
sitting in terror, used gladly to devour these, whatever ca-
lumnies anyone threw to her. But they, the foreigners, seeing
the blows with which they were beaten,· stopped up with gold
the mouths of those who did this, so as to make them rich,
while Greece used? to be impoverished without your perceiv-
ing it. Now the tanner was the person who did this.

TRY. Stop, stop, master Hermes, say not so; but suffer
that man to rest in the grave, where he is. For that man is
110 longer ours, but yours. 'Vhatever things, therefore, you
Iilay of him, even if he was a villain when he was living, and
a babbler, and a common informer, and a mischief-maker, and
a disturber, with everyone of these now you revile your own
people. But [turning to the goddess] tell me, 0 mistress, why
you are silent.

MER. Nay, she wiII not tell it in the presence" of the audi-
ence; for she is yery angry at them, on account of the things
which she suffered.

Tur, At least, let her tell a little to you alone.?
~1ER. Tell me, 0 dearest goddess, bow JOu are minded

towards them. Come, 0 you of all women most bating war!
[Here Peace whispers something in his ear.] Well !-I hear

. I cr. Eq, 840.
t .. The first syllable is long, as also in Vesp. 475, of which Valek-

},nr on Eur, Hipp, 31, and Brunck on Theoc. vii. 11, were not
aware." Porson, For the change of number, see note on Vesp.
';54.

I .. For the state, pale and in continual fear,
With eager joy devoured the aliment,
Which any calumnies might cast to her." lVheel.orighl.

• For the construction, cr. 110m. II. xxvi, 421; Ar. Nub. 972.• av is repeated with a past indicative much less frequently than
rt is with the optative. See

i
however, Lys. 361, su, Aves, 1593.

Eccles. 311. Eur. Ale. 96. Iipp.497. Soph. El. 44] Ajax, 1144.
Antig.468. Thuc, viii. 96. Herod. vii. 139. Plato, Gorg. 516, A.
Charm. p, I1i5, A. Lysias, p. 158, 87. Hermann, Vig. D. 283.
MU8. Crit. ii. p, 276.

• .. Nicht reden wird sie in Gegenwart der Burp,pr." Dt·oy'C"&.
, .. 1-:;11 Weniges dir alleln." Droyse«; For /;.\.\4, lee note C1I

Tnum. 42~.



HI
-Do you charge them with this? I understand. t Hear Y4
on what account she blames you. She says, that though she
came of her own accord, after the affair at Pylas, with a chest
full of truces for the city, she was thrice rejected by vote in
the Assembly.

TRy. We erred in this; but pardon us; for our minds 2 at
that time were wrapped up in the hides.

MER. Come now, hear what she just now asked me :-Who
here was most disaffected towards her; and who was friendly,
and zealously exerted himself that there should be no battles.

TRY. Cleonymus was by far the most well-disposed toward,
her.

MER. What sort of person then does Cleonymus appear to
you to be in warlike matters?

TRY. Most brave in soul-except that he is not the son of
the father " he professes to be. For if ever he went out as a
soldier, straightway he became apt to throwaway his arrns.t

MER. Hear now further what she just now asked me :-
'Vho at present is master of the Bema ~ in the Pnyx.

T~Y. Hyperbolus is now in possession of this post. [ The
goddess turns away her head in disgust.] Hollo, you! what
are you doing? Whither are you turning your head?

MER. She turns away from the people, in indignation that
it has chosen for itself a wicked patron.f

TR:: Well! we will no longer make use of him in any way:

I .. So, so-! Ich hore-«! dessen zeihst du sie-? Ieh weiss l "
LJroy .•t'II.

",7EV in Att. poets is sometimes used as a spondee. lEsch. Cho, 657.
Ar. Pac, 663." Lickkll.

• .. Denn unser Verstand war Iedern damals und gerberoh."
Dr°Ylen.

The allusion is to the tanning trade of Clean. .. After the taking
of Pylos and Sphacteria the Spartans made frequent offers of peace. ,.
Drogse»,

a Plut. 933, a~~'ofxu'al ¢fVYWV liv .jyft paprvpa. Cf. Lys, 834.
Nubes,863. Thesm • .502. Ran. 889, inpol yap .ian' oIa,v 'UXOpUI
~foit. Soph. Col. 334, tvv .e1l'fP dxov 'If'CaT.jj pimp. See Kruger,
Gr. Gr. § .51,12. For the article, see note on VS. 79.5.

• "The jest turns upon the similarity between a1l'opo~'paiot and
'''ro{3o~lpaiot.'' Brunck, cr. Vesp. 19. Droysen has attempted to
ereserve this in his version :--' So findet man von aeincm S~biJ"
hn stets als Findling ausgesetzt."
• cr. Aeb. 683.• cr. note 011 Aeh. 1096, and see I'lut, 92':
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but at present the people, being at a loss for a guardian. and
naked, I girded this man round them 2 for the mean time.

MER. She asks, how then will this be profitable to the state?
Tnr, We shall become more prudent in counsel.
.MEI~. In what way?
TRY. Because he is a lamp-maker.s Formerly, indeed, we

groped through the public business in the dark;4 but now
we shall deliberate on all matters by lamp-light. [TIle god-
des« makes very impatient gestures.]

.MER. Oh, oh! what things she bade me inquire of you!
'.fRY. What are they?
:MER. Very many, and the matters of old date, whichaforetime

she left behind. And first she inquired how Sophocles is doing.
TRY. He is prosperous; but a strange circumstance has

befallen bim.
MER. What?
'.fRY. From being Sophocles he bas become Simonldes.s
MER. Simonides? How?
'.fRY. Because, old and decrepit as he is, for the sake of

gain he would make a \"oyage even in a mat.6
MER. 'Vhat then? is the wise Cratinus alive?
'.fRY. He died what time the Spartans made their invasion.
:MER. What ailed him?
'.fRY. What? Having swooned away; 7 for be could not

I That is, de/meeles.. They bad just lost Cleon, whose place was
IUpplied by this Hyperbolas,

• "Band's seine Lumpen mit diesem Strick von Menschen fest."
Droysen.

" "'fplf~':'lIaTo, clothed themseloe« ",ith him, put him on them, for l1ri-
"porov "aTlIIT'IlIf, referring to the word yvpVOt;;. At ipWTg" vs. 688,
"e must supply Elp;w'I, and understand her to have made such mute
intimationsl that Mercury could interpret her wishes." Beck.

a See NUb. 1065.
• .. Tasteten wir im Dunkeln durch die Geschafte hin." Droy.m
• Simonides was the first poet who wrote for money. Hence Pin-

dar (Isthm. ii. 9) calls him flAoICfpoij. "Simonides had left behind
bim the character of being greedy after money. To what particular
fact in the life of Sophocles this bitter allusion refers, is not known."
Jwoyam. See Schlegel as quoted in the note on Vesp. 316, and
Aris.toph. Gerytad. Fragm. xviii, ap. Schol. ad Soph. Elect. 28.

• It was a proverb amongst the Greeks, ~,oii ~I).ovTot;; «elv l".l
p.".~t;; ".AiOIt;;.

7 "This narrative of his death is a pretty invention of Arilltopb-
anes," Vr0v,en. See note 011 Fl. 526.
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bear to see a cask full of wine broken in pieces. And how
many other evils do you think have taken place in the city?
Wherefore, 0 mistress, we will never let you go•

.MER. Ocme now, take this Opera on these terms! as your
own wife; and then live with her in the country and be-
get for yourself clusters of grapes. [lIere Jlercury deliveTl
Opora to him.]

TRY. 0 dearest! come hither and let me kiss you! 0
master Mercury, do you think I should be injured, if I em-
braced Opora after so long an interval?

MER. No, if2 you were to drink a potion prepared with
pennyroyal But take this Theoria, and lead her away as
quickly as possible to the Senate, to which she formerly be-
longed, [Commits Theoria to his care.]

'.rRY. 0 Senate, happy in Theoria! what soup for three
days3 you will gulp down! and what boiled tripe and meats
you will devour! But, my dear Mercury, fare thee well!

l\IER. And you, too, 0 mortal, go, and joy be with you!
and be mindful of me!

'.rRY. 0 beetle, let us flyaway home, home!
MER. He is not here, my friend.
TRY. Why, whither is he gone?
MER. He has gone under the chariot of Jupiter, and bean

the lightning.
TRY. Whence, then, will the unhappy creature get focd

here?
MER. He shall feed upon the ambrosia of Ganymede.'
TRY. How, then, shall I get down?
:MER. Never fear-admirably-this way, beside the goddess

herself.
TRY. Come, girls, follow quickly along with me! for very

many persons are longing for you, and waiting for you with
eagerness. [Exeunt Mercury, TrYUlEU8,Peace, Opora, and
Theoria. ]

CHO. Well, go, and joy be with you! but let us in the mean

I "b·i rovrol" on this condition, on thes« term" i. e. that you always
retain and reverence Peace. ~1C1To'fia~a&, is to beget, procreatl." B«l.

, For fi tt, see note on Eq, 1350. r
• "Alluding to the sacrifices which were offered during the tbr"!'

days' supplication decreed by the council." Brutte". But lee uota
IMI Ve!l'. 2U. • cr. V8. 11, .....

T
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time hand over these dresses 1 and give them to the attend-
ants to take care of; since numerous thieves are very much in
the habit of loitering Dear the scenes and pillaging. But do
you guard these manfully, and let us, on the other hand, de-
clare to the spectatorst what style of argument we have,a and
what is in our thoughts.

PARABASIS.4

It were indeed proper that the beadles should beat him, it
any comic poet praised himself, having come forward to the
audience 6 in his anapeests. If, however, it is fit, 0 daughter
of Jupiter, to honour a person who has been the most skilful
and most celebrated comic poet of all men, our poet says he
is worthy of great praise. For, in the first place, he alone
of men made his rivals cease always scoffing at the rags and
warring with the lice; and he first drove off with con-
tempt the baking Herculeses, and those Herculeses hunger-
ing, and running away, and cheating, and intentionally suffer-
ing themselves to be beaten; and he dismissed the slaves
whom they were always bringing forward weeping, and that
100 for this purpose, that a fellow-slave, jeering at his stripes,
lIIight then ask,6 "0 unhappy wretch, what have you suf-
fered in your hide? Has the lash invaded your sides with
n great army, and laid waste your back?" Having removed
such rubbish, and stuff, and low buffooneries, he made our
profession dignified, and elevated it, having raised it with dig-

I See note on Thesm. 6;;6.
J .. abToiul ~EaTai" in the comic writers, ill not ipai8 8pectatoribw.

See Dawes, M. C. p. 300. Therefore read ail roiu. ~EaTai" with
Ihe Aldine and Junta editions." POT.on.

I See Person, Prref. Hec, pp. Iv, lvi. EUT. Iph. A. 1139. Plato
PhIleb. p. IH, A.

• "The present Parabasls wants several parts which usually ae-
company these interludes, especially the two • Addresses' and the
•Commation ' of the introduction; at least, the latter is not in itt
legitimate form." Dr0Y8en.

• For the construction, see Ach. 629. Eq, 608. II Of this 'Ielf~
laudation • our German readers bave a very ccnspicuous example
ill the case of Count Plate and his Parabases, who In this character-
I'Hc III~o.and with the best success, has endeavoured to imitate tho
(.re~k comic writers," DroY6m. On the so-called omission of' aI',
3l'~ KrUger's Gr. Gr. 1611, 10, obs. 6, and f 6+, 10, ebs, 1•

• !\~e Porson on Pheen. 12i7.
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nifled words and thoughts, and no vulgar Jests; not satiriz-
ing private men or women, but with the spirit of Hercules he
assailed the greatest monsters, having passed through the
dreadful stench of hides and muddy-minded threats. And
first of all I battle with the jagged-toothed monster himself,
from whose eyes the most dreadful rays of Cynna flashed, and
about his head a hundred heads of flatterers-the devil take
them I were licking round about; and he had the voice of a.
torrent bringing forth destruction, the stench of a sea-calf, the
unwashed testicles of a. lamia, and the rump of a camel, At
the sight of such a monster, I did not greatly fear; but, fighting
in defence of you and the other islands, I always withstood
him. On which account now it is reasonable that you should
repay me the favour, and be mindful of it. For aforetime,
when I succeeded according to my wish, I did not tamper with
the boys,going about thePalrestra; but took up my baggage and
immediately retired, having caused little pain and much pleasure,
and in all things having performed my duty. Wherefore it is fit-
ting that both men and boys be on my side. And we exhort the
bald to be zealous for the victory. For if I gain the prize, 1

everyone will say, both at table and at drinking parties,
" Bear to the bald man; give some of the sweetmeats to the
bald man, and do not take away from the most noble of poets,
who has a. shining forehead." 2 0 Muse! do you, having
banished wars, dance with me your lover, celebrating the
nuptials of the gods, and the banquets of men, and the feasts
of the blessed; for from the first these themes have been your
care. But if Carcinus 3 should come and beseech you to dance

I It seems not to be generaU, known that such constructions as
~poii cacoii, I bein!! tDic~d, av~pw1l'0v 1I'rp,xapoiie, the man bein!! over-
joyed, with an ellipsis of I1V1'Oe, are utterly unstatutable. "An ab-
solute genitive, with I1vToe to be supplied, is not used in Greek; for
in such constructions as 6rpII1TO"X,OV!: "PXOVTO!:. "PXOVTOl: is 1\ parti-
Mpk. ,,,,;,., and ""WI' also are equivalent to participles. fTOipwv in
Thuc. iii. 82, and Xen. Anab. vii. 8, 11, is doubtful, v'/>'IY'ITijpoe obl ...
•-oe, Soph. Colon. 1588, is a poetism. Cf, Soph. Rex, 966, J760.
So .:., lpoii pOV'I!: 1I'iXa" Soph. Colon. 83." Krii.ger.

, See Arnold, Gr. Ex. § 19. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 50, n, obJ.l
: • .. A tragic writer, grandson, father, and grandfather of tragedi-
ans-a complete brood of tragic crab_for that is the meaning of hiA
name. Though he was the Bon of Xenocles, he was called ill
mockery • Son of T,borycius,' (mailed warrior,) or •Son of Thee-
deetes,' (fMI!~d tif gotl,) because be used to a"-l Aimlel/ lttit1ltMtM.

l 2
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with his sons, neither comply, nor go as their assistant, tilt
consider them all to be domesticated quails, long-necked
dancers of dwarfish stature, fragments of goats' dung, invent-
ers of machlnery.! For their father declared that a weasel
had strangled at eve the drama which he possessed beyond
his hopes.s Such popular melodies of the beautiful-haired
Graces it becomes the wise poet to sing, when the vernal
swallow sits and twitters with her voice,3 and Morsimus has
no chorus, nor yet Melanthius,· whom I heard uttering a most
bitter voice, when his brother and himself had a tragic:l chorus,
both of them lickerish-toothed Gorgons, greedy after roaches,
harpies, scaring old women, polluted, with arm-pits smelling
like a he-goat, the plague of fish; on whom having spit co-
piously and plentifully, 0 goddess Muse, keep the festival
with me 1 [JIere the scene changes to the front of Tryg<Eus'
kf>u,e.]

TRY. (to the audience). How difficult it is,6 then, to go
straight to the gods 1 Of a truth I am altogether tired in my
legs. From above you were small to look at.7 Of a truth,

and in his ·tra~edies brought the gods and goddesses into rather
equivocal positions." DrOY'61I.

I .. Gotts- Wunder-Maschinler." Droy,en, who adds, "His son
Xenocles was particularly strong in Itirring seene», Gods and god-
desses were continually introduced-all sorts of wonders and stage-
tricks were ill common use."

• Sagt doch der Vater, das Stiick, das ihm wider
Vermuthen gekommen, die Katz'

Hab's gemaus't am Abend." Droysen.
It often happens that the substantive which should have stood in
the antecedent clause is transferred to the relative clause, (see note.
on Thesm.1i02, Nub. 863,) but it does not often happen that th.
substantive under the« circumstances is accompanied by the articu
See, however, vas. 1881 1198. Lys. 61,884. Vesp.1180. Aves, 487
Soph. Colon. 907. Antlg.40+, 111i6. Plato Rep. v. p. 477, C.; IX. Jl.
679, C. Polito p. 269, B. Phred. p. 61, B. Crito, p. 48, C. Euthyd.
p. 271, C. Hipp. Maj. "Q,294, B. Theret. p.167, B. Demosth. Leptin.
p. 462, 16. So lEsch. Theb. 61i1i,&1' Aiyrc, rc\v •Ap"D.Da.

3 TOlliDf-"fAaDp, from Stesichorus, fragm, xii. Mus. Cnt. vol, ii,
p.266.

4 .. Sons of Philocles, of the family or lEschylUI, b.d trl'-WJ
niters, and wicked gluttons." DrOY'ffl. . . ~ .

• See note on vs. 11.54,info,..
• See note on Vesp. 441.
, See nU1e f.\Jl Plllt. +&9.



from heaven you appeared to me to be very ill-disposed; but
from here !Iou appear very much more ill-disposed. rA serv-
ant comes out of the house.]

SER. 0 master, are you come?
TRY. Aye, as I've been told.
SER. How have you fared?
TRY. I had a pain in my legs with having traversed 8f)

long a journey.
SER. Come then, tell me-
TRY. What!
SER. Did you see any other man wandering in the air

except yourself?
Tnr, No; except, possibly, two or three souls of dithyram-

Lie poets. I
SER. What were they doing 7
TRY. They were collecting, lIS they flew, certain 2 begin.

nings of odes of men that 1I0at aloft in air.
SER. Is it not true, then, in the air, what people say, how

that we become stars, when one dies ?3
TRY. Certainly.
SER. And who is now a star there 74

TRY. Ton" the Chian, who, some time ago, composed here
the Morning Star; and when he went !loTtder,6 immediately
all called him the Morning Star.

SER. Who are those erratic stars that run about burningj"
, "The dithyrambic poets were always floating in the upper re-

gions. Their poetry was made up of empty-sounding bombastic
phrases. Cinesias III the • Birds' is a fair sample of this class."
Droysen.

, Compo Soph. Rex, 107. o~rol: f"ll:, Irfpol: rll:. and 001 rll:. are com-
binatlone much more common. See Vesp. 182,205, H15. Aves,
279,287. Lys. 65, 66.

a .. Refers to certain views of the philosophers, who held that the
soul was an emanation of the fiery, all-pervading anima mundi, and
that after the death of the body it returned to the stars." D,'oym ••
See note on Ran. 1075.

• .. Wer denn ist da oben nun ein Stern!" Droyse«,
• .. The celebrated Ion of Chios, one of the most prolific of the

literati of that period, who, it would seeml had died shortly before.
lie had composed a very celebrated dithyrambic ode, beginning
&oiov citpopoira., ciaTEpa." DroYlen.

• .. Scholiastes ad h. 1. ,!,I: J' rj).9fV lv9JJ,. Jvr: roli, 1:1: rj", ol!»a.,;;/f
oirillat'..,." Beck. •

, .. He means the 'hooting .tar.," DroylUlf'lo



Thy. These ate certain of the rich stars, that 1 are returning
from supper with lanterns, and in their lanterns fire. But
take and lead in this lady [pointing to OporaJ as quickly 8lJ
possible, and wash out the bathing-tub, and heat some water,
and spread for me and her a nuptial couch. And when you
have done this, come back again hither; and I in the mean
time wiII deliver over this one to the senate.

SER. Whence did you get these?
TRY. Whence? from heaven.'
SER. I would DO longer give three obols for the gods,· it

they keep prostitutes like us mortals.
TRY. Not so; but 4 there also some get their living by

these means.
SER. Come then, let us go. Tell me, shall I give any thing

to her to eat?
TRY. Nothing: for she wiII not be willing to eat either

bread or cake, having been always accustomed among the
gods above to lick up ambrosia.

SER. Then we must get ready something for her to lick I

here also. [Exeunt servant and Opora. ]
Cno, The old man, as far as we can thus discern,6 is at

present transacting these matters happily,"
TRY. What, then, will !Iou sa!l,8when you see me a spruce

bridegroom?
CRO. You wiII be enviable, old man, being a youth over

again, and anointed with perfumes.
TRY. I think S? What, then, will !Iou say, when 1 am

with her and lay hold of her breasts?

I See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs, 7. -
• For this crasis, see Porson, 0pU8C. p.228-31.
3 See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 47,17.
e .. oil,,' &>'>'d "4",i t."71V 47rO 7'oii7'IIIV 7'tvl,. Translated: Non gui.

dem ita 8olent: 8unt tamen inter illo, guidam qui " hoo ~stu ,ibi tlW-
tum parant. They do not, but they do! After DiJle, I believe .t ..
&1'0"" ooill', tlel» .i.;.o. 7'p.w{3o>,ov,or some such words, are under-
stood. See Vespre, VB. 77." Seager.

• .. Ergo hw quoqus parandUl e,e eibUl, quem lingat. I7c-'}.ittn'-
-.fteere, condire cibum." Bentley.

• See note on Nub. 1252.
, Hochst gliicklich ergeht's rurwabr,

So vie} man erkennen kann,
Hinfuhro dem Alten I .. DT?YH¥..

(,1. VI. 863: and see note on Lys. 399.
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Cao. You will appear more happy than the pirouettes of
Carcinus,

TRY. Shall I not, therefore, justly he so, who mounted
upon a riding-beetle, and saved the Greeks, so that all uf
them, living in the country, can enjoy themselves and sleep
securely? [Enter servant.]

SER. The girl has bathed, and all her body is fair: the
cheese-cake is baked, the sesame-cake is being kneaded, and
the other things everyone. But one thing is wanting.

'l'RY. Come then, let us quickly deliver over this Theoria
to the senate here!

Ssa, What do you say? Is this Theoria, whom we once
kissed on the road to Brauron, when rather tipsy?

Tnr, Be well assured it is; and she was caught too with
diffi(·uIty.

SEU. 0 master, how great 1 is the quintennial debauchery
which she affords!

Tnr, Well! who of you is just? who in the world is?
who will take and guard her for the senate? [Totlte servant.]
Hollo, you! what are you sketching out?

SER. Confound it! I am pre-occupying a tent for my2 four
quarters for the Isthmian games.

Tar, (to the audience). Do you not yet tell me who is to
take care of her? [Takes Theoria hy the hand.] Come
hither you I for I will myself lead and deposit you in the
midst.

Ssa, (pointing to the audience). That man yonder nods.
TuY. Who? ,
Ssa, Who? Ariphrades, beseeching yo~ to lead her to him.
Tnr, But, my good sir, he will fall upon her and lap her

up like broth. [To Theoria.l Come now, first lay down
your clothes upon the ground? [ Theoria undresses herself,
and is shown to the audience.] Senate, and Prytanes, behold
Theoria I Observe what blessings I shall take and hand over
to you! so that, having set her on high, you may immediately
celebrate the Apaturian festival. But sec this kitchen, how

I Cf. \"s. 1192. Equit. 1219. Aves, 670. Pluto 748, and note ou
Thesm. 1099.

S The regular custom is that the reflexive pronoun stand either
it'llCUn the article and its noun, or alter both. See, however, Ran.
fU.
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bcnutil'ul it is! On this account also it is blackened 1 with
smoke; for here, before the war, were formerly the senate's
gridirons. In the next place, having her, we shall be at
liberty immediately to celebrate very beautiful games on the
morrow; to wrestle on the ground, to box with hand and
foot, to aim strokes obliquely, to drop head foremost on the
knees; and, as in the Pancratium, having anointed ourselves,
to strike and punch vigorously with both fist and foot. And
on the third day after this, you shall hold a chariot-race,
where horseman shall ride past horseman, and chariots, over-
turned upon each other, shall struggle, puffing and blowing;
wkile other charioteers, having fallen near the goal, shall lie
with broken heads. But, 0 ye Prytanes, receive Theoria!
See how readily the Prytanis received her! But you would
not have been so ready, if you had to bring forward some-
thing gratis; but I should have found you alleging It holiday.'

CHO. Verily he is a good man towards all the citizens, who-
ever is such as !lOll.

TRY. When you gather in the vintage, you will know still
more what sort of a person I am.

Cno. Even now it is evident,3 for you have been a pre-
server to all men.

TRY. You will say so, when you drink a bowl! of new
wine.

Cno. And, with the exception of the gods, we will ever
consider yon the first.

TRY. I, Trygreus, the Athmonian, am deservlng ' of much
at your hands, for having relieved the people and the agri-
cultural population from dreadful miseries, and for having
put a stop to Hyperbolus.

ClIO. Come now, what must we do next?
Tay. What else but consecrate her with pots of pulse?6

I This is an unusual construction. apa in the6t1 formula! regularly
lakes an imperfect. See note on Vesp.4Sl.

• Probably 7rapd 7rpolJJodav for ,.~vx.ipa. See note on Equit.l083.• cr. va. 1048. Nub. 1350. Aves,I407. Equit. 330. ThesID.676.
Soph. Aj. 326. Plato Crit. p. 46, D. Thueyd. i. 93. See Kruger 011
Xenoph. Anab. i, 6, 9. Schafer on Greg. Cor. p. 631.

• ~~.eLidd. Lex. voe, >'fracrrq. Athenreus xi. p. 485, A. Clasl. J
No. 111. 1>. 664.

• See Porson, Hec. 309.
• .. Instead of with great solemn hecatombs, lb. emaller dtliti ...
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CHO. With pots or pulse, like a eomplainlng little figure

of Mercury?
Thy. What think you, then? Do you wish the sacrifice to

be made with a fatted ox?
Cno. With an ox? by no means, lest we should have to

render assistance somewhlther.!
TRY. Or with a swine, fat and large?
Cno. No, no.
TRY. Why?
Cno. Lest there be a swinishness, such 2 as Thengenes'.
TRY. With what then, pray, of the other victims, does it

seem fit to you?
CHO. With a sheep.
TRY. With a sheep?
Cao, Yes, by Jupiter.
TRY. But this word is Ionic ••
CHO. Certainly, on purpose j in order that, if any- one

says4 in the A8scmbly that we ought to go to war, the audi-
ence through fear may cry out in the Ionic fashion" Oi "-

TRY. Upon my word you say well.
CHO. And may be in other respects gentle; so that we

shall be lambs in disposition towards each other, and far
milder towards our allies.

TRY. Come then, take and bring the sheep as quickly as
possible! and I will furnish an altar on which to sacrifice.
[Exeunt Trygceus and servant.]

Cno, How all things proceed according to our wish, as
many as God wills,1iand Fortune directs; and one of these
concurs opportunely with the other! [Re-enter Trygceus
bearing the altar.]

Thy. How evident is this 1 for the altar is now at the door.'

the Hermes before the doors, perhaps, and the like, were consecrated
with pots of pulse." Droy,en.

I {M-130,,9Eiv: the pun i810st on the English reader.
I See Av. 1127.
• A grammatical quibble, the Attic form being oll, the Ionic M.

See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 20.
• Porson leads hnr"Jil: 1'1v', idv-~;yp. See Kidd ad. Dawes, M.

C. p. vi. Cr. Elmsley, Acharn. 385. For the participle, see Kruger,
Or. Gr. f 66, 11, obs, .

• See Person, Pheen. 6.
• "I remember having heard from Person that the old Attic •• Ai.
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Cno, Hasten 1 then, while the veering blast of war rapidly
ceases, by the influence of heaven. For now is Fortune
manifestly changing to prosperity.

TRY. The basket is ready, containing coarse barley, and a
garland and a knife; and see here is fire too! and nothing
detains us but the sheep.

Cno, Will you not therefore hasten? For if Chreris 2 see
you, he will approach uninvited, playing on his flute; and
then I well know that you will doubtless have to give him
something for his blowing and toiling. [Enter servants with
the sheep and the holy water.]

TRY. Come now, do you take the basket and the holy water
and quickly go round the altar to the right.

SER. Very well. Command 3 something else: I have gone
round it.

TRy. Come now, I will take and dip this torch 4 in water.
Do you shake it rapiJ.ly; and do you hand me some+ of the
coarse barley; and do you yourself wash your hands in the
holy water, when you have handed this to me; and throw
some of the barley to the spectators. [The servants throw
!Jarley amongst the spectators.]

SER. Very welL
TJ~Y. Have you already given it?
SEJ~. Yes, by Mercury I 80 that of these spectators, as

many as there are, there is no one who has not got barley.G
raulam, &c., not raulaun; whence we have 'O).vp7l"laCTI,n>..aralal7'.
See by all means Ehmley, Ed. Rev. No. iv. p. 323." Dobree, See
Dawes, 1\1. C. p. 207. Elmsley, Med. p. 151. Kruger, GI'oGr. (znd
Part) § 15, 6, obs, 3. For Ita' D,j, see Hermann, Vig. n, 301, b.

I " So beeile dich so, wie der Krlegsorkan
Sich mit gottlicher Hiilf" urplotzlich gewandt;

Denn es ist ja am Tag, . .
Dass ins Heitere sich der Damon gewandelt!" Dro!lsen.

See Eur, Elect. 1154.
• H. Chretien quotes in iIIustration the proverbial lines in Athe.

neeus, viii. p. 337, F.
livopi piv au).tjrijpt ::'01 ,,00" OUItlv~'/lvCTav,
Ii>..>..' lipa rep '/lvCTiiv,Ita, "DO\: ilt7l·6rarat.

I See note on Ran. 437.
• .. Before the sacrifice began, they sprinkled the altar And the

by-etandere with a torch dipped in the holy water." JTOSI.
• Cf. vas. 962, 1102,1111,1136, 11-1,5, 1169.' Matthia, Or. Or. ~S2S
• A slang word for ...~o",cf. vs, *9, IUprG.
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TRY. The women have not got any.
SER. But their husbands will give them some in the

evening.
TRy. Well, let us offer our prayers. Who is here? Whcre

in the world are the many pious people P!
SER. Come, let me give some to these here; for there are

many pious people.
TRY. Do you consider these pious?
SER. (sprinkling the audience with holy water). Why, are

they not; who, while we pour so much water on them, go
and stand in the same place?

TRY. Come, let us pray as quickly as possible, now let us
pray. Most august goddess queen, venerable Peace, mistress
of choral dances, mistress of nuptials, receive our sacrifice 12

SER. Receive it, pray, 0highly-honoured goddess, by J upi-
ter 1 and do not do what the lewd women do. For they open
the house-door a little 3 and peep out; and if anyone direct
his attention to them, they retire; and then, if he go away,
they peep out again. Now do not thou do any of these things
to us.

TRY. No, by Jupiter! but show yourself entire, in a man-
ner befitting a noble person, to us your lovers, who have been
pining away for you now these thirteen 4 years. And do away
with battles and tumults, so that we may call you Lysimachn.s
And put a stop6 to our over-nice suspicions, with which we
babble against each other; and blend us Greeks again as be-
fore 7 with the balsam of friendship, and temper our minds

I Ie He alludes to the sacrificial rite, where the crier called out
ri,'"pOE; and the by-standers answered 11'0;\;\01 Jrai aya90i." Brunck,

I "Peace is the cause of marriages, and promotes festive dances."
YOl••

I Cf. vs. 30, mpra. Thorn. M. p. 693. Meeris, p. 315.
t .. For Athens, in fact, the war had lasted only since B. c. 432;

therefore only eleven years. But at that time people dated the ge-
neral war from its first beginning, viz. from the sea-fight between
Corinth and Corcyra, B. C. 434." Droy.en.

• ;\iiO'ol1 pa)(a,-AvO"paX'lI1: cf. VS. 926. Lys. 554.
• "Auch schaffe bei uns die Verd.ichtigung ab,

Die Gefahrprahlerin,
Die wir 1I.oskelnden Zanks auf einander gehetzt." Dr&y'eII •

.. And Pllta atop to our exquisite fancies, with which we chat .'fal
to each other." Liddell. Br mck and Wheelwright as Droysen

, .. Wie es Anfangs war." Droysen.
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with 1\ milliel' fellow-feelingj and grant that our market be
filled with multifarious good things; with garlic, early cu-
cumbers, apples, pomegranates, and little cloaks for slaves;
and that we may see people bringing from the Bceotians geese,
ducks, wood-pigeons, and sand-pipers; I and that baskets of
Copaic eels come; and that we, collected in crowds around
them, buying fish, may jostle with Morychus, and Teleas, and
Glaucetes, and many other gourmands; and then that Melan-
thius may come too late to the market, and that they may be
I!OM, and that he may utter lamentations, and then sing a
monody from his Medea,2 "I am undone, I am undone, hav-
ing been bereft of my eel embedded in beet;" and that the
people may rejoice at it. 0 highly honoured goddess, grant
these things to our prayers!

SER. Take the knife; and then see that you slay the sheep
in a cook-like way.

TRY. But it is not lawful.
SER. Why so? Why, pray? 3
TRY. Peace, I ween, does not take pleasure in slaughter,

nor is her altar stained with blood. But take it within and
sacrifice it and take out4 the thigh-bones and bring them out
hither; and thus the sheep is preserved for the Choregus,
[Exit servant carrying hack the sheep.]

CHO. You, indeed, must remain without and quickly place
here billets 5 of wood, and all things suitable in addition to
these. [Tr!lg12us arranges the wood upon the altar.]

TRY. Do I not, therefore, seem to you to arrange the fag-
gots like a soothsayer?

ClIO. Certainly. For what has escaped you, as many as it
becomes a wise man to think oj'! And what is it you have
not in your thoughts, as many as it becomes a man approved
for a wise mind and inventive daring?

I Thesf obscure birds Droysen calls starling8; Wheelwright, _stU.
CC. Ach.876. Aves, 79. Athen~us viii. p. 332, E., ix. p. 395, E. F.

s "I perish, aince amongst the beet
1\1y eel has chosen to retreat." JVheeZwright.

c. Melanlhius, a tragic poet mentioned vs. 804, 8Upra, author of a
tr.lgedy in which Medea says those words of her children." ~6_.

a Compo Ves~. 1155. • See note on Pluto 69.
I " Fire.wood, • Brunck, Bergler, Droysen, Wheelwright: "/J t,!!r&.l

" Wo1ld, Ar. Pac, 1011-,1032." LiddeU.
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TRY. In sooth the billets overpower Stilbides I when lighted.
I will also bring the table; and there will be no need 01" a boy.
~Exit TryJfPUS into the ltouse.]

Cno, Who then would not praise such a man, who, having
endured many things, saved the sacred city? [Re-enter Try-
ga?fls with the table and the servant with the tMgll-bones.]
Wherefore you will never cease 2 to be enviable to all,

SER. This has been done.3 Take and place the thighs on
the fire; but I will go for the entrails and the cakes. [Exit
servant.]

TRY. This shall be my care; but you ought· to have been
here. [Re-enter servant.]

SER. Well! I am here. Do I appear to you to have de-
layed?

TRY. Now roast them well! for see, here comes some one
crowned with laurel! Who in the world then if!he?

SER. Whatl; an impostor he appears! lIe is some prophet.
TRY. No, by Jupiter I but Hierocles.
SER. This, I presume, is the soothsayer from Oreus.6

What in the world then will he say?

I coStilbides was a celebrated soothsayer, whom the Athenians
led with them in the Sicilian expedition. Trygreus had said a little
before: • Do I not, therefore, 8eem to you to arrange the faggots like II
,oothaayer" Now, carrying on the joke, he says,' The billet over-
power, tM Boothaayer.' But in place of the word BootMayer he puts
in Stilbide8." Bruncll.

I All the commentators, from Bergler to Droysen, mistake this
verb for the third person singular of the active voice. But this in-
transitive use of the active is confined to the imperative mood ill
Attic writers. See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 40.

• .. The servant here returns to the stage with the thighs, whiCh
he requests Trygreus to put on the fire; but he prefers to have that
done by the servant, while he himself goes in, for the purpose of
eating the entrails and the cakes." Beck.

a "Komm nur gleich zurUck." DrOY8en.
• Cf. Equit. 269. Lye. 80.
I .. Hierocles is one of those monkish priests of that age, who

.ought to turn the gross superstition of the multitude to their own
advantage. He was an interpreter of oracles, and, as is the cast!
in troubled times in the intense expectation attending the issue of
events, passed rather as an interpreter of the future .. and as an 0P-PCI-
nent of peace. Therefore be is called II prophet or Oreu«, OJ as If he
were no Atbenian, but belonged to that town most of all opposed»
peece."~. Cf. note on Aves, 13.
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Tnr, It i& plain that he will make some opposition to tho
truce.

SER. Kot so; but he has come after the savoury smeIL
TRY. Then let us pretend not 1 to see him.
SER. You say well. [Enter IIierocles with a sacerdotal

garland on his head.]
IIIEROCLES.What sacrifice in the world is this here, and

to what one of the gods?
TRY. (to the servant). Roast on in silence, and-hands 0tI'

the loin! 2
IllER. Will you not tell me to whom you arc sacrificing?
TRY. The tail is doing bravely.
SER. Bravely, to be sure, 0 dear mistress Peace!
IllER. Come then, begin the sacrifice, and then give me the

first offerings! 3
TRY. It is better to roast them first.
IllER. But these here are already roasted.
TRY. You make yourself very busy, whoever you are. [To

the servant.] Cut it up. Where is the table? Bring the
libation.

IllER. The tongue is used to be cut out}
TRY. We recollect. Butdo you know what you are to do?1
IllER. Yes, if you tell Who
TRY. Do not talk at all witi; :.,~; f'or we are offering sacri-

fice to Peace.
IllER. 0 miserable mortals and foolish6--.

I See note on Plut. 837. t cr. Lidd. Lex. vOC.a1ra}',.
• " Der GuUin Vorschnitt schneide nun, und gieb ihn mir."

DroySetl
• "Die Zunge wird hinausgeschnitten." Droysen. Camp. Av. 1705.

Plut. 1110.
• Cf. Equit.I158. Aves, 540,80. Similarly Plautus, Rudent. iii.

5. 18, "Tange, sed 'scin' quomodo 1" See Hermann, Vig. n. 1403,
261. Opusc, iii. P: 201. Ehnsley, Soph. Rex,5403. Parson, Hec. 225.
Advers. p. 127. Kon, Greg. Cor. p. 18. Muretus, Var. L. iii. 12.
But this formula admits of several variations. Sometimes we have
the third person or the imperative: Eur. Iph, T. 1203, oltT3" o~v Ii 1'0&

1..,'tT3'",; see Parson, Advers. p. 262. Sometimes a/utuTIJ indicative:
Eur, Cycl, i. 131, 01tT3" oov 0 op&tTElt;; Lucian). (Dial. Alexand. and
l>iog.,) oitT3'a I) OpatTfL/:; cr. Eur. Med. 605. Sometimes even a P''''
'Mt imperative: Ar. Acham. 10640,oZtT~' Wt; ""tHEira rovro'

• .. This is the beginning of the oracle given to the Athenians by
f~e priestess Stratonice, on the arrival or Xerxes in 9reece, IJI{'n-
Li-.)U~bJ Herodotus, VII. 140:' !Vheelwrigltt •.
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Tnr, On your own head be it!
BIER. who through your folly, not understar ding the will

of the gods, have made a treaty, men with fierce-eyed apes-
'fRY. I1a, ha !
HIER. Why do you laugh?
TRy. I like your fierce-eyed apes.
HIER. And you simple doves have trusted to foxes' cubs,

whose souls are crafty, whose minds are crafty.
'fRY. Would that,' 0 impostor, your lungs were as hot as

tltis roast meat!
HIER. For if the goddess Nymphs have not deceived Bacis,

nor Bacis mortals, nor again the Nymphs Bacis himself.--
'fRY. May you perish utterly, if you don't have done

Bacizing !2
HIER. It was not destined as yet to unbind the chains of

Pence,s but this first-
'fRY. (to tke servant). 'fhese here must be sprinkled with

salt.
IllER. For not yet is this' agreeable to the blessed gods, tc

cease from strife, till the wolf marry the sheep .
• 'fRY. Why,S how, you wretch, can a wolf ever marry a

sheep P
I1IER. While the beetle stinks most offensively as it flies,

and the noisy bitch brings forth in haste blind young, for S4.
long it is not yet proper that peace be made,"

I See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 3, obs. 3 and 4. lIermann, Vig. n. 100.
I Compo Lidd. Lex. in voc. {3a,cltw. .. Wenn du nieht mit Ba-

kiasen aufhorst," Dr(l!lsffl. Cf, Vesp. C53. Thesm.611.
I I have understood this as referring to the goddess's release froll!.

prison. The usual interpretation is, .. To dissolo« the bond of Peace;"
but this is directly opposed to the whole of the context. Droysen
translates, .. aufschiirzen die Bande des Friedensj " but where hal
cb.l).uw such a meaning!

• See note on Thesm. 520.
. • .. «al in ~rincipio positum mirantia rem nOt>amest, ideo que srepe
ob,iicientia. Postponitur autem, ubi de facto ipso jam constat. et
tantum de eo, quod vocull interrogativl continetur, certiores fieri
volumus." Hermann. "He predicts in his oraclejust what the
leaders of the people wished, eternal war." Vos". The reader 'Will
recollect that the third person singular of the present indicative, of
the present subjunctive, and of the present optative of verbs in 4411
i, spelled alike. VIUVtlUJi then, in V8. 1015, is the subjunctive, in VI.
10;7. is the optative.

• '.' .,!nd 110lange der Piratz MCh. wenn er flieht, Stank aushlu'~
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TRY. But wht ought we to do7 not to leave off fighting'
or to determine by lot which of us shall weep most, when it
is in our power, having made peace 1 by common consent, to
rule over Greece?

IllER. You will never make the crab to walk straight.1
Tnr, You will never again henceforth dine in the Pryta-

neum, nor in Mture compose any prophecy after the accom-
plishment of the event.3

HIER. You can never make the rough hedgehog smooth.
TRY. Will you ever cease cheating the Athenians?
IllER. According to what oracle have you burned thighs

to the gods?
TRY. According to that very fine oracle, to be sure, which 4

Homer composed: "Thus they, having driven away the
hostile cloud of war, accepted Peace, and consecrated her
with a sacrifice. But after the thighs were burnt down, and
they had tasted the entrails, they made libations with cups;
and I led the way: but no one gave a shining goblet to the
soothsayer."

HIER. I have no concern in these, for Sibylla did not utter
them.

Thy. But in truth the wise Homer,5 by Jupiter, has cleverly
said, "Bound by no social tie, lawless, hearthless is he, who
loves fearful civil war."

HIER. Take care now, lest by some means a kite, having
deceived your minds by stratagem, should seize--

TRY. (to the servant). Do you,6 however, be on your guard
Und in der Angst Sehwanzwedel, die Bellerin, BIindes zur Wt'lt

bringt,
Also lange noeh nieht W1l" Friede zu machen gestattet." DrO),rm.

I It might have been O'lI'fllTapiJlov,. See note on Pluto 287.
I The allusion is rather to the popular scolion, called" The aer-

pent and the crab," which is preserved by Athenreus, xv. p. 695, A.;
thou~h Bergler refers it to a fable of )Esop.

• • Noch wint kiinftig du je nachtraglich Geschehenes andern."
Droy&en, who adds in his note,' nor sbalt thou with thy_oracles cause 10
retrograde the treaty of peace once obtained." ct. Herm. Vig. n. 26.

& See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 12. Of course this is not a bon~ fic!e
iuotatioll, but a whimsical adaptation of various Homeric verse",
The last verse is a coinage of hia own.

I ..From Hom. 11.ix, 63." Droy,tm.
• .. Den Schops, Bursch bab' mir im Auge;

Denn huch.t furchterlich ist da .. Or8k~1 iur diese Geweide:'
~
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against this, for thts oracle. is formidable to the entrails. Now
pour in the libation, and bring hither some of the entrails.

IllER. But if you think proper, I also will serve myself.
TRY. Libation! libation!
IllER. Now pour in for me also, and give me a share of the

entrails !
TRY. "But not yet is this acceptable to the blessed gods;

but this first," that we should make a libation, and that you
should depart.-O mistress Peace, abide for life with us !

IllER. Bring me the tongue!
Tuy. And do you take away your own tongue!
IllER. Libation!
TRY. Remove quickly this also, together with your I liba

tion!
IllER. Will no one bestow some of the entrails upon me ?
Thy. "It is not possible for us to bestow them, until the

wolf shall marry the sheep."
IllER. Yea, by your knees?
TRY. You supplicate in vain, my friend; "for you cannot 2

make the rongh hedgehog smooth." Come now hither, 0
spectators, and feed upon the entrails with us.

IIlEU. And what shall I do?
TRY. Eat your Sibylla.
IllER. By the Earth, you certainly shall not devour these

alone; but Iwill snatch them from you; for they lie as com-
mon property.

TRY. Smite, smite the Bacis !
IllER. I take you all to witness.
Thy. And I, that you are a gourmand and an impostor.

Strike him, laying on the impostor a with the stick.
SEn. Nay, do you do that! and I will strip him of the

sheep-skins which he f has fraudulently taken. Will JOu not
lay down the sheep-skins, you priest? Do you hear? What
a raven this is that has come from Oreus! Will you not
quickly flyaway to Elymnium?5 [Exeunt Tryga:us, servant,
and sootflsayer.]

I "Doeh nimm mit der Spende gefalligst deine Empfehlung !"
Drovsen.

I See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 53,7, obs, 3 j and compare VB. 1086, 8U}Jra.

• See Lidd. Lex. VOl'. f1Tf)(W. • cr. Vesp, 65. Aves. 730,537.
I .. A di-trict h Eul.cea, near to Orcus w.lC!rll Hlercclcs ('am"

from." Berglct. Ct'. \'Chl" -125.601.
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Cao 1 am delighted, I I am delighted, at being rid of
helmet, and cheese and onions; for I find no pleasure in bat-
tles, but to continue drinking beside the fire with my dear
companions.t having kindled whatever is the dryest of the fire-
wood which has been sawn up in summer, and roasting some
chick-pease, and putting on the fire the esculent acorn,a and
at the same time kissing my Thracian maid while my wife is
washing herself For tlere is not any thing 4 more agreeable
than for tlte seed to be already sown, and the god to rain upon
it, and some neighbour to say, "Tell me, 0 Comarchides,5
what shall we do at this time of day? I've a mind to drink,
since the god acts so favourably.s Come, wife, roast three
chcenixes of kidney-beans, and mix some wheat with them, and
bring out some figs, and let 8yra 7 call Manes from the field;
for it is in no wise possible to strip off the vine-leaves to-day,
or to grub round the roots, since the ground is wet. And
let some one bring forth from my house the thrush and the
two spinks. And there were also within some beestinga
and four pieces of hare, if the weasel did not carry off some of
them in the evening. At any rate it was making some noise
or other within, and was making a disturbance. Of which
bring us three pieces, boy, and give8 one to my father: and
beg some fruit-bearing myrtles9 from 1Eschinades; and at the

I ..This second Parabasis contains the two epirrhemata, or ad-
dresses to the audience, which are wanting in the first." DrO!/5en.

t See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 1)7, I, obs. 1.
t Droysen understands this somewhat differently: .. Und mein

Bahnchen grade kerzend." But see Lidd, Lex. voc. <I>'1y6,.
• "Nichts behagllcher in der WeIt, als wenn die Saat im Boden

liegt,
Undder liebe Gott begiesst sie, und ein Nachbar also spricht,"

Dr°Y5en.
• Ie The name of some member of the Chorus. cr. Vesp. 230."

Btrgkr.
• "The Cbor)'phreus iB depicting a country pic-nic among good

friends and neighbours, while fertilizing showers, which interrupt
field-labours, moisten the sown corn, which pronnees to ripen, not
for foreign reapers, b'It for the proprietor." Y08'.

r .. Syra is the name of the maid-servant. Manes of the man-
.ervant," Droy.en.

• See note on Ran. 169.
• cr. 'fSS. 806, 12H. Eccles. 400, BBa. Veep. 481. So Xenoph.

Symp. vii. 2, rpOxot re" "fpapflII:w". Lucian, Dial. M. x, 9, ).aJ3':'.
~n",,,,,rw" "av1r'1YI&~". 'fheoph. Charact. T., rw" arpoyYu)... v A,
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same time, on the same road, let some one eall Cheriaades,
that he may drink with us, since the god benefits and
aids our crops." But when the grasshopper sings its sweet
note, I take pleasure in examining the Lemnian 1 vines, if
they are already ripe, for their shoot' bears early; and in
seeing the wild fig swell: and then, when it is ripe, I eat it,
and taste it,a and at the same time exclaim, "0 friendly Sea-
sons!" t and I bruise and mix someli thyme; and then I be-
come fat at this time of the summer: rather than in6 look-
ing upon a Taxiarch detested by the gods, with three crests,
and a red cloak of a very bright colour, which he says is the
Sardian dye; but if anywhere there be occasion for him to figlit
with his red cloak on, then he himself is dipped in a Cyzicene 7
dye; and then he runs away the first, shaking his crests like
a yellow griffin,8 while I stand watching the nets. But when
they are at home, they do intolerable things; enrolling some
of us, and striking off others at their caprice 9 two or three
times. The expedition, we wi1l6Uppose, takes place to-morrow;
but this man has not purchased any provisions; for he did
1I0t know he was to march out with the army; and then,
standing by the statue of Pandion, he sees his own Dame in
the listfor service; and, nonplussed at his misfortune, runs off
looking sour. These things do these recreants before gods and
men to us husbandmen, but to the people of the city in a

11:';3'011,lI:a. {3alCT'Ipia, ,.Wv 1111:0).(';;v. Arist. rijpa" Fragm. vii., 1I:07rj~.
,..;;V PIl:'1ltP(lI:wv. Amphiaraus, Fragm. ii., 1I'pOall:f~a"a<ov ,.';;V"III';;lI.

I "Vines from Lemnos transplanted to Attica." Droy,en.
• .. Fruh ja reift diess Gewachs." Droysen. See Porson, Phren.

1398. Opusc, p. xcii, Hermann, Metr. p. 361•
• "Or. admover6," Brunck', lndez; "taite," DroY'e1I.
• .. The Horse or Seasons: the beginning or a song." DrC9-Jm.
• The Attic substitute for a black draught.
• To 7rpoa{3"I7rWII repeat ~oopa& from VB. 1161, and comp, VB. 1l2~

.. More pleased in summer to grow corpulent,
Than see a general, hated by the gods." WheeltDright •

.. Lieber ala den gottverhassten Taxiarchen anzusehn," Droy,erl,
~ bo makes it a resumed sentence, and not a continuation of tho
rreceding line.

7 .. Dyes his breeches yellow." Hrine. cr. Markland ad Eur.
->uPlll. 1181•

• i.See Av. 800." DrOY8en. Compare also Ran. 932,937.
• Compare the Latin phrase IllIg!!6 dtgue /".,.,. For which see

Aulua Gellius, A. N. xvi. a
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less degree. For which acts, please god, they shall some time
render an aecount to me. For.in truth they have greatly 'in-
jured me, being 1 lions at home; but foxes in battle, [Enter
Tryg(£U$ and 8ert1ani8.]: ..., '...., ..
. TRY. Ho! ho I . What a number has come to the wedding-

dinner! Stop! wipe the tables with this crest; for there is
no use at all for it any longer. Then bring in the cakes of fine
meal, and the thrushes, and many dishes of hare, and the rolls.
[Enter .nekle-maker.] "

SICKLE-MAKER.WIlere, where is Trygeeue ?
TRY. I am boiling thrushes.', .
SICKL.odearest Trygreus! how~ numerous are the blessings

you have conferred on us by having made peace! For heretofore
no one used 3 to purchase a sickle, not even for a small coin,
while now I sell them for fifty drachmrej+ and this man here
sell« his casks into the country at three drachmre apiece. But,o Trygeeus, take of the sickles, and of these, what you please,
gratis; and accept these gifts. For out of our sales and pro-
fits ~we bring you these presents for your marriage.

TRY. Come then, deposit these gifts with me, and go in to
dinner as quickly as possible; for see, here's this retailer of
arms approaching in high dudgeon! [Sickle-mailer goes into
Tr.vg(£U$' !louse.]

CREST-MAKER.(running in). Alas, 0 Trygreus, how ut-
terly you have ruined me !

TRY. What is the matter, unhappy man? Surely you are
not ill of a crest?G

CREST. You have destroyed my trade and means of life,
and this man's, nnd yonder spear-maker's.

TRY. What ~hall I pay you then for these two crests? '
• .. The Athenians had a proverbrespeeting the Lacedeemoniana

that they were • Lions at home, foxes ill open air.·.. VOI6. •
• See Porson, Advers, p, 226. .
• See Harper's" Powers of the Greek Tenses," p. 85.
• Cf. v8s.12-17, 1223t 1237,1241; and see Kruger, Gr. Gr. t 47,17

and for this orthography, see note on Pluto 1019.
• Very often we have an oblique case of a relative in connexion

with a verb, instead of the corresponding case of the substantive re-
lated to the verb •. Dernosth. Cor. p, 231, 4, 011: tUTl/xiJ,wlav '11
IUlicrpo,,"c eMir ,uccme, aI Leuctra. Cf. Pluto 876. Equit.803. Nub.
li89. Soph. Col. 1411. U Zurn Geschenk dir diess," Droyletl' but
&hi, would require the absence of the article before J';'pa. .'

• For this comic word, sce Lidd, Lex. \'OC. >'c,,''''
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CREST. What do you offer yourself?
'l'Ry. What do I offer? I am ashamed to mention it. But

still, because the point of the helmet'takes a great deal of
labour, I would give three chcenixes of dried figs for them, in
order that I may wipe my table with this here.
. CREST. Go in, then, and bring the dried figs; for it is bet-

ter, my friend, than to get nothing. [Enter breastplate-maker
and trumpet-maker.]

TRY. Take them away, take them away, with a mischief,
from my house! The crests are losing their hairs and are
good for nothing. I would not purchase them, not even for
a single dried fig. [Exit crest-maker.]

BREASTPLATE-MAKER.What then, wretched man, shall I
make of this hollow breastplate worth ten minre, which 'las
been most beautifully put together!

TRY. This article shall not I cause you loss; but give this
to me at cost price j for it is very convenient to use for a close-
I>t001-

BREASTPL.Cease to insult me on account of my wares!
'fRY. In this way, when I have put three stones' beside it.

Is it not handy?
BREASTPL.But how in the world will you wipe, you great

stupid?
'fRY. Thus, putting my hand through the oar-hole, and

thus---
BREASTPL.With both bands at a time, pray?

. TRY. Aye, by Jove! lest I be detected filching an oar- hole
of the ship. .

BREASTPL.Then will you sit and ease yourself over a
fleuel worth ten mime? .

TRY. Aye, by Jove, you rogue! for do you suppose Iwould
sell my rump for a thousand drachmee ?

BREASTPL.Come now, bring out the money! . .
TRy. But, my good sir, it presses my bottom. Take it

away! I won't buy it. [Exit breastplate-maker.]
TRUMPET-MAKER.What then shall Imake bf this trumpet,

which I formerly purchased for sixty drachmre ?

, See KrUger Gr. Gr. , ss, 7, obs. 6' § 67 11, ebs. 4, II Fiir dll8,
waa er dich gekostet hat." DrOJ.en. See Kriiger. Gr; Gr. t +7, 17cr. VB. ]223. ',. .

• cr. PM. 817.
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TRy. Pour in some lead into this hollow part, and then in-
sert a pretty long stick above, and it will become a pendent
eottabus for you.

TRUMP. Ah me! you are laughing at me.
TRy. Well, I will recommend another plan. Pour in the

lead, as I said, and add a balance suspended on this side
by small cords, and it will be for you to weigh figs to your
servants in the fields. [Enter helmet-maker.]

HELMET-MAKER.0 implacable Fortune, how you destroyed
me, when 1 I gave a mina for these! And now what shall I
do? for who will purchase them?

TRY. Go and sell them to tho Egyptians; for they are con-
venient for measuring their purgative draughts.' [Enter
spear-maker, ]

SPEAR-MAKER.Alas, helmet-maker. how miserably are we
circumstanced! a

TRY. This man has not suffered any evil.
SPEAR. But what is there any longer for which anyone

will make use of helmets?
TRy. If a person learn to make handles of this sort, ho

will sell them far better than at present. [Pulls him hy the ears.]
HELM. Let us depart, 0 spear-maker!
TRY. By no means, for I will purchase these spears from him.·
SPEAR. How much, then, do you offer?
TRY. If they were sawn in two, I would take them for vine-

props. at a hundred tIte drachma. II
SPEAR. W0 are insulted. Let us retire, my friend. out 01

the way. [Exeunt trumpet-maker, helmet-maker, and .pear-
maker.]

TRY. Aye, by Jupiter, for already the boys of the super-
numerary guests 6 are coming out hither to make water; in
order that, methinks, they may give a prelude 7 of what they

I l)rl, not l)n; for;)n is never elided in the comedians; see note
on Pluto 137.

I cr, Herod. n, 88, and see note on Thesm. 851.
• Ran. 302, 'll"cbr &ya~cl 'll"llI'payapfv. Plut. 629. 'C par:apiwc

rurpciyarl. Lys. 462, 07p' WC r:ar:iiic lI'~lI'pnyi 1'011ro TOtlr:av. Cf.
Aves, 1706. Plut. 633.

, cr. Ran. 1229; Ach. 812, 816. • See Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § 47, 17.
• See Lidd. Lex. voe. 'lI't.:A'lroc.
, The plural verb would have been equally correct. See Person,

Ree.1149. Hennann. Vi,. n. 38,6. Kriiier, Gr. Or. t u, +, t 01,
3. oba. 1.
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have to sing. [Euter son oj Lamacltus.j But whatever you
intend to sing, boy, stand beside me, and first make a prelude I

here in this place.
SONOFL. "Now again Ictus begin from warlike men"2-
TRY. Leave off singing of warlike men; especially, 0 thrice

unlucky boy, when there is peace. You are ignorant and
abominable.

SONOFL. "But they, when now they were near, advancing
against each other, dashed together their ox-hide shields and
bossy bucklers."3

TRY. "Bucklers?" 'Will you not cease mentioning a
buckler to us ?

SONOFL. "Then at the same time arose the wailing and the
triumphant shout of men."

Thy. "The wailing of men?" You shall repent, by Bacchus,
of singing of wailings, especially such as hale bosses I

SONOF L. What then, pray, shall I sing? for do you tell me
in what songs you take pleasure.

TRY. "Thus they feasted on the flesh of oxen," and such
songs as this. "They set out breakfast, and whatever is most
agreeable to eat,"

SONOFL. "Thus they feasted on the flesh of oxen, and un-
harnessed the sweating necks of their horses when they were
sated of war."

Tur, Good; "They were sated of the war, and then they
ate." Sing these, these! 4 how they ate, when they were sated.

SON OF L. "Then they armed themselves,& after they had
ceased--"

Thy. With delight, I dare say.
SONOF L. ..And poured forth from the towers, and an in-

extinguishable clamour arose."
TRY. May you perish most miserably, boy, together with

1 See Valek. Theoc, vi. 20, and for lv~cl8, a~f"oii, see note on
Plut.1187.

t .. A quotation from seme Epigonic poem." Dray,en. For the
proper meaning of 01l'XOf".p0l:,see Liddell 8 Lex.

• .. From Hom. n. iv.446." Droy,en.
t For these empootic repetitions, ef. VB. 1119. Ran. 301, 7S9\.~47.

Vesp. 208, 1200. Eccles. 320,998, 1065, 1135. Thesm. 292 • Nub,
657,690,760, 1320, 1444, 1485. Aves, 1122.

• ~lIJpqaafa~at means (1st) pllt on armour, (2nd) get cir1m4. 'fr7.
(Cl!USunderstande him in the .econd ~en8e:--..
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your battles! for 1.)u sing" of nothing but war. Whose son
in the world are you? I

SON OF L. I?
TRY. Yes, you, by Jupiter.
SON OF L. The son of Lamachus,
TRY. Bah! Upon my word, I was wondering, as I listened

to you, if you were not the son of some strife-desiring man
who willi come to a bad end in battle. _ Begone, and go and
sing to the spearmen! [Exit Ion of Lamackus.] Where is
the son of Cleonymus? [Enter son if Cleonymus.] Sing
me something, before you go into the house! for I well know
that you will not sing of battles; for you are the son of a
discreet father.

SoN OF Cr.. "Some one of the Saians exults in my shield,
which I left unwillingly in the thicket, my blameless armour." I

TRy. Tell me, you imp, are you singing against your own
father?

SoN OF Or.. "But I saved my life." -
TRy • .And disgraced your parents.-But let us go in; for

I well know for a certainty that, being the son of that father,
you will never forget these, as many as you sung just now
about the shield. [Exit son if Cleonymus.] Now it willlJl
your remaining task who remain here, 4 to eat up all these,
and to devour them, and not to ply empty jaws. But fall
upon them manfully, and grind them with both your jaws;
for there is no use, you rogues, in white teeth, unless they
also chew something.

Oao, This shall be our care; but you also do well in
admonishing us.

TRY. Come ye, who before were starving, fall upon the
hare's lIesh! for it is not permitted every day to fall in with
cheese-cakes wandering unprotected. Wherefore bite away I
or I declare you will quickly repent.

.. Panzerten dann sicb, sob ald sie geendiget-
TaT. Lustig mit Wein r bray r " Dn1y-.

There i.precisely_the lame pun in Ach.l13S.
• See note OD Nub. 840.
• ••A parody OD the Dame or l.MMcllw," Li4de11.
• .. An epigram or ArchilochU8, who in a battle against the Thr,..

dan Saian. had left behind his shield in a bush." Yin ••
• A prose writer would have said TWP IpTllii~a prp6PnW,

t
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CRO. It behoves every one 1to use words of good omen, and
to bring out the bride hither, and to carry torches; and that
all the people join in rejoicing, and dance in honour of her.
And now we ought to carry back all the implements to the
fields, after having danced and poured libations, and driven
away Hyperbolas, and prayed to the gods to give wealth to
the Greeks, and that we may all alike produce abundant bar-
ley and abundant wine, and figs to eat; and that our wives
may bear us children, and that we may recover again, as before,
all the blessings as many as we lost, and that glittering iron
cease I [Enter Opora dressed as a bride, and escorted by
numerous atJendants bearing torches.]

TRY. Come, wife, to the country; and see that, pretty 2 as
you are, you lie with me prettily!

Cno. 0 thrice happy! How justly now you enjoy your
blessings! 0 Hymen, Hjmenreus I 0 Hymen, Hymenreus !
What shall we do to her? What shall we do to her ? We
will take a crop of her: we will take a crop of her. Come,
sirs, let us 3 who are appointed take up and carry the bride-
groom! 0 Hymen, Hymenreus! 0 Hymen, IIymenreus!

TRY. At any rate you shall dwell happily, not having trou-
bles, but gathering figs. 0 Hymen, Hymenreus! 0 Hymen,
Hymenreusl

Coo. His fig great and thick, and hers sweet.
Thy. You will say so, when you eat it, and drink abund-

ant wine. 0 Hymen, Hymenreus! 0 Hymen, I1ymcnreus!
CHO. Farewell.t farewell, sirs! and if you follow along

with me, you shall eat cheese-cakes. [Exeunt omnes.]

I Hom. n. B. 382, IV ,.,v T'I: oopv ~ljttiaJw. cr. Herod, viii. lOP
Kriiger's Gr. Gr. § Ill, 16, obs, 10.

I See note on Eccles. 730.
, See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 1l0,8, obs, 3.
t See Porson, Ore st. 470.





THE BIRDS.

DRAMATIS PERSONAr.

EUELPIDES.
rISTllETAIRUS.
TROCHILUS, Servant to EpoJ.I.
EPOPS.
CHORUS OF BIRDS.
PHCENICOPTERUS.
HERALDS.
A PRIEST.
A POET.
A PROPHET.
METON, the Amonomer.
A COMMISSIONER.
A HAWKER OF DECREE".
MESSENGERS.
IRIS. _
A PARRICIDE.
CINESIAS, the Dith11'amWoPoet.
AN INFORMER.
PROMETHEUS.
NEPTUNE. -
TRIBALLUS.
HERCULES.
A. COOK.
SERVANTS,
JltTTl6.



THE ARGUMENT.

FOR the date of this Comedy, see Clinton's Fast. Hellen I" 76,
!d.2nd •

.. Aristoph. ·01'1'19£C. Arg. Avium ii., UI3tiX9'1 111': Xa{3l'lou iipxo ...
TOCErc ii~u Jui Ka~~'lJTl'aTOu, OC iiI' JdJTfl'OC Toic ·01'1'10'" 7fpWT'"
•Apf&I/t'ac KwpaO'Taic' TplTOC 4>PVI'IXOC l\IPI'OTP01l''I'. Arg. Av. iii.,
~7I"1 Xa{3plou TOJpapa a:a9ija:EI' E;CaO'TU Jul Ka~~lou (I. Ka~A'O'TpaTou).
[Elaphebolion, or March, D. c.414.] Schol. Av. 998, a:a9EiTal Ji a:a'
o MOl'OTP07l"OC",.j TOUallToii xwpiov."

This Comedy is a burlesque upon the national Mythology of that

.. Blithe race! whose mantles were bedeck'd
'Vith golden grasshoppers, in sign that they
Had sprung, like those bright creatures, from the lOil
Whereon their endlessgenerations dwelt."

The plot is this. Euelpides and Pisthetairus, two old Athenians,
disgusted with the litigiousness, wrangling, and ~ycophancy of their
countrymen, resolve upon quitting Attica. Having heard of the
fame of Epops, sometime called Tereus, {ToJ1T'1p~a lr01l'a 1I110P(1'0l1,
Arg.,} and now King of the Birds, they determine, under the direc-
tion of a raven and a jackdaw, to seek from him and his subject
birds a city free from all care and strife. After some scrambling,
their guides intimate to them that they are arrived at the residence
of Epops, They knock, and Trochilus appears, in great alarm, a.
he takes them for fowlers. Epops, he informs them, is now asleep,
\"8.82,

After some time his Majesty awakes, and, upon their urging their
suit, makes them the offer of several cities. These the1 refuse,
anil Epops descants OD the happiness of living among the Bird ..
Pisthetairus proposes a scheme to enhance it. 1 Upon this Epop.
summons the Nightingale to call the Birds to council. They take
fright, and are "bou~ to tear the two old worthies to pieces, hl1"~jn.



SOl
Ing that their king has betrayed them. Epops explains his rcla-
tionehlp, dwells upon their praise, and thus saves their lives.
Following the advice of Pisthetairus, they build out the gods, and
name their new city Nephelococrygia, or "Cloqd·cuckoo-town:'
Arrivals from Athena, "with all their trumpery," are not wanting.
But as b), this city in mid-air the gods ahove are deprived of their
accustomed offerings, at the suggestion of Prometheus, who in
private informs Pisthetairus of their famished state, the latter
considers it a good opportunity for recovering the former dominion
of the Birds, particularly as the Tfibullian gods, who dwell "extrti
onni lalulJWl viM," are on the point of attacking Jove, in order to
compel him to .. open the ports." An embassy arrives, consisting
of Hercules, Neptune, and a certain Triballian god. After Borne
disputes, it is agreed that the Birds are to be reinstated in their
ancient rights, and that Pisthetairus is to have Basileia as his wife.
The Comedy concludes with the Epithalamium. See Schlegel,
Dram. Lit. p. )66.

Frere remarks upon this Comedy, that" its success must have
been a subject of more than usual anxiety both to the poet himself,
and to the Choregus, and all the higher orders of the community.
We may conceive it to have been intended as a sedative to the
minds of the commonalty, excited, aq they were at the time, almost
to madness by the suspicion of a conspiracy against the religion and
laws of the country; a suspicion originating in a profane outrage
secretly perpetrated, to a great extent, in mere insolence and
wantonness, by some youNt men of family. In the opinion, how-
ever, of the Athenian people, the offence was viewed in aver)"
serious light, as the result of an extensive secret combination, pre-
paratory to other attempts still more criminal an-i dangerous. In
this state of things, and while the popular fury and jealousy upon
religious subjects was at its height, the poet ventured to produce
this play; in which it will be seen, that the burlesque of the na-
~ioroalMythology is carried higher and continued longer than in
any of his other existing plays. The first prize was assigned to Ii

play, the title of which, .. The Comastee," or .. Drunken Rioters,"
seems to imply thht its chief interest must have been derived from
direct allusions to the outrage above mentioned, and to the indio
viduale suspected to have been engaged in it."



THE BIRDS.

EUELl'IDES, PISTlIETAIRUS.'

.r;UEL. (to Msjackdaw). Do you bid me got sttaigltt, where
tile tree appears?

PISTIl. Split you! I but this croaks back again.
EUEL. Why, JOU knave, are we wandering up and down?

'Ve shall perish with runnmg up and down the road to no
purpose.

PISTil. To think of my having rambled, unhappy man.
more than a thousand stadia out of the way, in obedience to
a raven !4

EUEL. To think of my having worn off' my toe-nails, ilI-
fated man, in obedience to a jackdaw!

PISTil. But I don't even know any longer where in the
world we are.

Eun. Could you find out your country any where from
hence ?5

PISTH. By Jove,6 not even Exeeestidee could find it out
from hence.

I "The Scene is a wild desolate country, with a hare open prospect
on one side, and some upright rocks covered with shrubs and brush-
wood in the centre of the stage. Peisthetairus and Euelpides ap-
pear as a couple of worn-out pedestrian travellers, the one with a
raven, and the other with a jackdaw on his hand :-the), appear to
be seeking for a direction from the motions and signals made tIJ
them by the birds." Frere.

I See Kruger! Gr. Gr. § 62, 3, obs. e,
• II This is addressed as a humorous sort of an imprecation, t"

Euelpides." Felton. cr, vs, 12.57. Eccles. 803. }'Iut. 279,892.
• Vide Monk ad Ale. v. 848, and note on Nub. 268.
• "Von bier gen .Athen, sprich, {indest du wohl dir noeb d..,ra

WegY" Droy_
• As}l in Attic Greek never follow. an oath without the inter.
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EUEL. Ahme!
PISTIl. Do you, my friend, go this way.'
EUEL. Verily he of the Bird-market 2 has treated DS shame-

fully, the poulterer Philocrates.t being mad, who said that these
would point out to us Tereus the Epops, who became a. bird,
from being-a bird;· and sold this jackdaw, the son (f Thnr-
relides,5 for an obol, and this other for three. But these two,
it appears, know nothing else but biting.6 [Addresses kisjack-
daw]. And now, why are you gaping? Will you lead UI
on some where down the rocks P" for there is no road here.

PISTIl. Nor is there, by Jove, a path any where here.
EUEL. Does the raven say any thing about the way?
PISTH. By Jove! she does not croak now the same (.8

before.
Et:EL. What, pray, does she say about the way?

vention of one or more words, (see note on Eccles. 748,) I would
read with Person in Adv. p. 36,

oM~ /;'4 l!.i' iVT"lv9EV -y' ell' 'EtljlCf17TiDIjI:.
Or with Reisi~, ouo' av pd l!.i' tVTfv9EV -y' av 'EtljlCf17Tioljt.

• Not even Execestides could do it,
That finds himself a native every where," Frere •

.. Non .ane, .ed fUI Execestides quidem hinc inveniat." Enger.
He is often satirized by the comic writers, as a barbarian who pass-
ed himself off as a true-born Athenian. Cf. vs, 764, and Schol,

I ..Eu. Oh dear I we're come to ruin, utter ruin!
PEls. Then go that way, can't re; • the Road to Ruin.''' FTeTt!.

, Cf. Nub. 1065. Vesp. 1267. Equit. 668. Ran. 601. Pluto 435.
Pax, 1047. Nlcostratus ap. Atben. xx, p. 700, n., 0 ..a1rIj]"ot -yap oiJle
,-w., l'fl'-c\VWV. There is an allusion also to Ornere, a town in Argolis.
See Tbirlw. Hut. Greece, vol. iii. p. 349, seq.

• cr. VS. 1070.
• .. Da er sprach, die beiden zeigten uns zu Tereus hin,

Dem KUKukl welcher Vogel er unter den Vogeln ist." Drogsen,
II The king that was, the Hoopoe that is now." Frere •

.. Qui ale. factm elt ez avium pro,apia," Brunck, .. 'Opt'lt is here
Re» avivm: all the others are merely 0pvfa, avicul.e, he alone is
·OpVlt, as it were ·OpVI' J3a17.1..fvt. Arlstopbanes makes Tereus, who
had formerly been king of Thrace, to reign over the birds as 1100-

foe." Fritucht!. .. 7rap V1rOllola.,·lou ydp ill: ,-wv av~pw1l"wv." &ho!.
n the word [1rO'" there is a 1Iiay on the word b·07rT'I'.
I II Of this person, and his sons Asopodorus and Didymachias,

we know no further particulars." Droy,en.
• See note on Vesp, 461. II But neither of 'em

Are fit for any thing but to bite and scratch." Frer«.
7 Compo Xen. Mem, i. 4. 6; Plato, Apol. p. 27, B.; l\Il'D. T. 85

B.; Rl'I" i.p. 362, E .• 363, D.
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Prstn, What else but say she will gnaw off my finp;era
with biting! _ _

EUEL. Is.it not strange then, pray, that we, who wish to go
to the crows;' and are rcady prepared, should yet not be able to
lind thc way? [To the spectators.] For, my friends who are pre-
sent at our tale, we are ill of a disease the opposite to Sacas ;'
for he, though he is no citizen, forces his way in, while we, hon-
oured in tribe and birth, citizens with citizens, have flown away
from our country with both feet,3 without anyone scaring us
away; not hating that city itself, so as not to consider it to be
naturally great and wealthy, and common to all to spend their
property in litigation in.4 For the Cicadee, indeed, sing one
month or two upon the branches, while the Athenians are
always singing during their whole life upon lawsuits," For
this reason we are journeying on this path, and wandering
with basket, and pot, and myrtle-branches, in search of a
place free from trouble, where we may settle and live. Now
our journey is to Tereus 6 the Epops, wishing to learn from
him, if any where, where he has flown, he has seen such a city.

1 .. There is a pun on the double meaning of the phrase, Here
it alludes also to the intention of the two old men to visit the city
of the birds." Felton.

2 "'A"EI7TWP, Tpaywoiac 7TOI~T71C." Schol. His claims to citizenship
seem like to those of Execestides. lIe is called Sacas, from the name
of a Thracian tribe, to denote that he was a foreigner. Vide Vesp,
1221, t.VOC TIC iTfPOC 7TpOC "f,/>aXih; 'A"'I7TOpOC. A parasite of the
lame name is mentioned by Athenreus, lib. vi. p. 237, A.

• .. alla 7Tpol7oo"iav, for with both wing6. -
• "Wir leiden just das Umgekehrte, wie Sakas dort;

Der drangt sich, da er nicht BUrgers Kind ist, ein; doch wir,
Geehrt in Zunft nnd Gilde, Burger schlecht und recht
Wie die andern Burger, und von niemand fortgescheucht,
Sind aus der IIeimath weggeflo~en mit Sack und Pack,
Sie eben selbst nicht hassend, die ehrenwerthe Stadt,
Als ob sie an sich nicht achon und gross und glucklich aei,
Und allen gemelnsam, drin zu versporteln Hab' und Gut:'

Drovu'l,
• II For grasshoppers ait only for a month

Chirping upon the twigs; hut our Athenians
Sit chirping and di.cussing all the year,
Perch'd upon points of evidence and law." Frnv.

There is an equivoque in the last line, inasmuch as it also signifiel,
ring away their wholt1 properly.

• .. The Tereus ; that ancient Tereus, well known to the Alhen:s"l
prol'le, who 'I1'W' "hall~('d into the Epops." FsU",..
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PISTH. Hollo J'ou !
EUEr.. What's the matter l'
P1STH. My ra ven has been this long while pointing upwards.
EUEL. And see, this jackdaw gapes upward! as if show-

ing me something. It must be that there are birds there.
But we shall soon know, if we make a noise.

P1STH. Come-s-do you know what you are to do? strike
the rock with your leg.l

EUEL. And you with your head, that the sound may be
double.'

PISTH. Do you then take and knock with a "!tone.
EUEL. Certainly, if you think fit. [Knocking.] Boy! boy I
PISTH. Hollo you! what are you saying? Do you call

the Epops "Boy 7" Ought you not have cried" Epops " in-
stead of " Boy 7" 3

EUEL. Epops! will you make me to knock again and again?
Epops l

TROCHILUS. (from 'Within). Who are these? Who is he
that calls my master? [Trockilus comes out dressed as a
bird, 'Witha long beak.]

EUEL. (Both parties start at the sight of each other.) Apollo,
averter of ill1 What a mouth 14 [The jackdaw and ravl!1I
.fiyaway.]

TROCH. Ah me, miserable! these are bird-catchers.
EUEL. Is there any thing so dreadful+ in our appearanee,

and not any thing handsomer to say of",7
TROCH. You two shall be put to death.
EUEL. Nay, we are not men.

I "To kick againllt eke rock was proverbial." Frere. For the con-
structlon, See note on Pax, 1061.

t .. Knock you your head
Against the rock, and make it a double knock." Frere.

U That th" sound may be douhled. See Porson, Advers, p. 105." DobrH.
a .. What do YOII mean with your Hollo!

You should cry Hoop for a Hoopoe." Frere.
• .. Was fur ein Schnabel das!" Drogse», On the genitive of

e eclamation, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 3, obs, 1.
I Droysen makes tbis a ,oliloquy: .. Was ist's denn Grosses t ist'.

nicht besser, Ich red' ihn an!" Bothe, without interrogation •
.. .A./iquid tam terribile M nominIJr" fuidem deeet." But such a transla-
lion is utterly impossible. aud violates the natural order ot the words.
" SieeiM trenundum Me meIi ... dictu Nt t " BruncA;.. - .

~o. nOi-dc!l'tbe ~turbed: tllink bette.. of'us,".FNtw ..
•
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TIlE BIRDS.

TnOCH. What then?
EUEL. I am a fearling,' a Libyan bird.
TROCH. You talk nonsense,
EUEL. ('With corresponding gesture). Well now, ask what

lies at my feet.2
TROCH. What bird is this here? will you not say?
PISTH. I am a cacklingll from the river Phasis,"
EUEL. But you, what beast in the world are you, in God's

name?
TROCH. I am a slave-bird.
EUEL. Have you been vanquished by any cock?5
TROCII. No; but when my master became an Epops, then

he besought me to become a bird, so that he may have an
attendant and servant.

EUEL. Why, does a bird also want a servant?
TROCH. Yes, he, because, I fancy, he was once a man in

former time, now and then longs to cat Phaleric anchovies.'
I take the dish and run to fetch the anchovies. Does 7 he
feel a desire for pea-soup; is there need of a ladle and pot;
I run to fetch a ladle.

EUEL. This here is the "running" bird. Do you know
then, Trochilus, what you are to do? Call your master for us.

Tnocrr, Nay, just now, by Jove, he is sleeping, after a
meal of myrtle-berries and sundry ants.

EUEL. Nevertheless, awake him.
TROCH. I know for certain that he will be angry; but for

your sakes I will rouse him. [Exit Trochilus.]
PISTH. (looking after him). May you perish miserably,

because you have so tormented me with fright.8

I II Ich heisse Aengsterling." Droy,en. "The fright has turned
me into a yellow-hammer." Frere.

• .. Frag' den Zeugen hinter mir!" DrOY'M.
II Alrn w, V7rO roii Jiov, 1,,/11'"0:';;,." Scnol.

I " Qui {'I$UPet' etiam cacavit prre timore, ut prior Ille." Bergler.
II Jch bin der Kiickerling aua dem Herz-im-Hosen-land," DroY6e_

• Athenreu8, in quoting this passage, lib. ix. p. 387, A., adds~a
-~ I" Nf,~Aal' J' l.,..l rw" "p"iO",,, ll''''r' aa:o~"" a:ac oilo: i.,..j i7rll'''''', W
lI'oA>.oi. Toil, t{>a.1Ia"oil" Illl, rpE;n .AIII/rOpa!;,
Nub. v. 109. See note on Ach. 781).

• In cock-fighting the conquered bird was called Doii>.oc.-
• Vide Athen.lib. vii. p. 28b, C.; Equit. VB. 641), 649,666, 6i2, 4:~
, 'o~ thil ainaular eonstrucnon, see note on Thesm, 406.
, "('r<n't1mli" \'1'. lliav V'll'll'v'II frillhte'D'd m', to death." hw~
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EUEL. Ah me, unfortunate I even my jackdaw has gone
under the influence of fright.

PISTH. 0 you most cowardly beast, through fear have you
let the jackdaw go?

EUEL. Tell me, have you not let your raven go in your fall?
PISTIl. Not I, by Jupiter!
EUEL. Why, where is it?
PISTll. It has flown away.
EUEL. Then you didn't let it go I My good sir, how brave

you are!
Eeors, (from within). Open the wood,' that I may at

length go forth. [Enter Epops with a tremendous heak and
crest.]

EUEL. 0 Hercules Iwhat in the world is this beast? What
a plumage! What a fashion of triple crests!

Er-ors. Who are they that seek me?
EUEL. The twelve gods2--seem to have ruined you.
Erors. Are you mocking me, seeing my plumage? Don't

do so, for I was a man, 0 strangers!
EUEL. We are not laughing at you.
Erors, At what then?
EUEL. Your beak appeaxs to us ridiculous.I
Erors. In such a manner, however, does Sophocles 4 in his

tragedies outrage me, Tereus.

"Dass dich der Henker, wie du mit Angst mich todt gemacht I"
Droysen.

"The fear, in this and in the reply of Euelpides, is caused by the
tremendous opening of the beak of Trochilus." Felton. For WI:=
In ollrw!;, cf. Plato, Phredon, p, 48, E.; Eur. Iph. T. 1118; Tro. 895

I .. The voice of Epops is heard, giving orders, in a tone 01
ludicrous importance, to open, not th« door, but tluJ t.oood," Felton,

• "The twelve gods, I think, are banded for our rui ... •• Carey •
.. May the heavenly powers-! [Aside.] Confound ye, I say,"

Frer~
"Die zwiilf Olympier-ruinirten dicb etwas, wie esacheinetl"

Droyun .
• Comentu dlHB mulca.!8B "Uentur." Brunck; "1\Ia1 the twelve gods
have you in keeping" was the usual formula in the invocation 01
blessings on a person's first entrance; but here the ludicrous ap-
pearance of Epops makes Euelpides give a sudden turn to tli~
sentence, and substitute, 7l"apd 7l"pouJo/Ciav,"seem to have been arol,l
.. C YOIl." For fi~aulv, cf. Nubes,841. Ruhnken, Tlm. Lex. p. 71

• II Only that beak of yours seem'd rather odd." FrWB.
• In his tragedy of Tereus, Sophocles had at the dose of the 1>'3'

x7.
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EUEL. Why, are you Tereus? whether are you a bird or
• peacock P!

EPOps. I am a bird.
EUEL. Why, where then are your Ceathers?
EPOps. They have Callen off.
EUEL. From some disease?
EPOps. No; but during the winter all the birds moult;

and then again we put' forth others. But tell me, who are ye?
EUEL. We ?--MortaIs.
Epops. From what country by race!
EURL. From that country, whence come the beautiful

triremes.'
EPOps. Are you Heliasts?
EURL. Nay, but of the opposite bent,-Antiheliasts.4
Erozs, Why, is tMs seed fi sown there?
EUEL. You might perhaps get a little out of the fields it

you searched.
Erors, But desirous oCwhat matter, pray, have you comet

hither?
EUEL. Wishing to advise with you.
Erors, 'Vhat about?
EURI•• Because, in the first place,7 you were once a man,

brought him on the stage metamorphosed into a Hoopoe, whose
Corm is here parodied." Droysen. See note on Vesp, 816. Pax, 697.

I It seems best explained by a line from Eubulus, preserved in
Athenreus, lib. ix. p. 897, B.,

leal rap a 1"awr: 0<411"0O'".&VIOV eaVpci~f1"al •
.. Sag', ob Vo~el oder Pfau?" Droysen.

t Vide Div. Marc. c. xiii. 28, li1"av aV1"ijr: ijo'1 a ,,"-aoor: d".a"-o,
rfV,j1"al, leal ',,;vV 1"0. ;;,"-"-" (its leaves), yIVWO'I<f1"f111"1inilr: 1"0e.pOC
;IJ1"'v.-l\fiddleton on the Greek Article, p. 243. Ed. Scholef.

• .. The splendid armament equipped for the Sicilian expedition
bad recentl1. sailed from the Pirreeus." Felton.

• 4 • Quite the reverse, we're anti-jurymen." Frere.
For lIand, see note on Thesm, 646.

I ..Wird denn jetzt noch solche Zucht bei euch gezogen 1"DroYlett.
Epops speaks in his character of bird: the word also means race,

, Vide Elms. ad Acharn. VI. 733.
f .. Because you were a man-the same as U8 i

And found yourself in debt-the same a. us;
And did not like to p~y-the lame as us;
ADd after that, you changed into a bird'
And ever since have :flown and. wandered far
Over the lands and seas, and have acquired
All knowledge that a bird or man can learn." }'rrw..



THE BIRDA.

&8 we; and once owed money, as we ; and once took pleasure
in not paying it, as we. In the second place, again, having
taken in exchange the nature of birds, you have flown over
both land and sea round about, and know all things, as many
as man, as many as bird can know. On this account, there-
fore, we have! come hither to you as suppliants, if you would
point out to us any city of good wool, soft as a. blanket to lie
down in.

EPoPS. Then, do you seek a greater city than Athens 72

EUEL. In no wise a greater, but one more suited 3 to us.
EPOps. You are evidently seeking to have an aristocratic

government.
EUEL. 17 By no means: I even abominate the son of

Scellias.s
Eeors, What sort of a city then would you like best to in-

habit?
EUEL. Where the most unportant affairs were of the fol-

lowing sort: where some one of my friends came to my door
early in the morning and spoke as follows: "By the Olympian
Jove, take care that you are with me early, both you and
your children,6 after they have washed, for I am about to give
a marriage-feast, 6 and by no means act otherwise; else, do
not come near me then when I am faring ill."?

Erors, By Jove, you are fond of toilsome 8 affairs. [Turn-
'ling to Pist/letairus.] What then 9 do you say'

PISTH. I too am fond of such things.
Erors, Of what?

1 S:e Elmsl. Iph. T. 777; and for TauTa, cf. Nub. 319.
I See Cramer's Greece, vol. i. p. 26; vol. ii. p. 277, 278. "Here

it is a JeRting antithesis to ,.a).6a/C~v." Felton.. ..
•"1his word had at that time an oligarchical signification." DrCY!l,en.
4 Vide Thucyd. lib. viii. 89. One of the four hundred. .. 1rapa TO

[wopa 1rE1ratXfV,l1rd' J.ptITTo/Cpanll: l:lCfUiov vIOl: ~v, ou 0 p~r"'p IllPOf1-
Oill'll: 17pa~EV.'· &hol.

, Lys. TS. 1066, ljr:fT' ovv rCI:lpou
T~"fPOV' 1rP(~ U xp1}
ToiiTO apiiv A,AovpillDV!:,
aliTOVI: n lCal Ta1ratai'.

• An accusative of cognate notion.
, "A witty perversion of the proverb against those who ~c not

Tisit their friend! in time of trouble." Felton.
• Said ironically.
• ri lai; quid porro! Cf. VIS. 826, 1615, 1676. Hermann,' ";g.

lI.lUG.



till: nrnns,
PISTH. WheN! some father of a blooming boy meeting me

shall complain of me as follows, as though he had been in-
jured :-" It was a pretty act of yours, my Stilbonides, when
you found my son returning from the gymnasium after bath-
ing, and did not kiss him, or address him, or salute him, or
shake his hand, though you are my paternal friend." 1

Epops. 0 you poor fellow for the hardships which you
long for!' Yet there is a wealthy city, such as you two
mention.'' on the coast of the Red Sea.'

EUEL. Ah me! by no means by the sea-side, where the
Salaminian galleyS will come in sight early in the morning
bringing 11 summoner. But are you able to point out to us
some Grecian city?

Erors, '\Vbydoyou not go and colonize the Elean 6 Lepreum?
EUEL. Because, by the gods, inasmuch as,7 without seeing

it, I abominate Lepreum on account of Melanthius.8
Erors, Well, there are others, the Opuntian 9 Locrians,

where it is fit to dwell.
I SeE'note on Ach. 1000.
S The construction is the same as in Eur. Hipp, 1407, JvuTu) ..al:

rijuJ, uvptpopal:. Cf. Ale. 761. Soph. Rex, 140.5. Ar. Ach. 1210.
Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 47, 3, obs.2, and vs. 1423, infra.

I ).;},(TOV. This is not the only passage I have met with wbich
hlakes against Elmsley's criticism on Acharn. vs, 733. See note on
Thesm. 1167.

• .. A humorous blunder. Tbe Red Sea was in fact as inacessible
to ancient European navigation, as the Caspian." Frere. There is
some allusion to the profligate manners of these cities, like tbose of
Sodom and Gomorrah, Bothe refers to Herod. iii. 101, in proof
oftbi ••

, The allusion is to the recent recall of Alcibiades. See Thuc, vi.
61. Thirlw. Hiat. Greece, vol. iii. p. 390, and note on vs. 120t. infra.

• In the Peloponnesian war this city revolted from tbe Eleans,
and the protection wbich its inhabitants received from the Spartans
involved the latter in a war with Elis. Thucyd. hb. v. 31; Xen.
Hell, iii. ii. 18. Cramer's Greece, vol. iii. 117: .. The ruins of this
town are to be seen near the village of • Strobit;!i! OJ

, lIu' our:, Dindorf. In his Poetas Scenici he had given lil: ou",
which I do not understand. .. Et 8i non oiderim;" Brunek,

• Vide Pac, 804, 1008. The Scholiast, never at a loss, observes,
.I,V ~, Ml)'dv9lol: ).67rpaV, and quotes two lines from Callias.

"No, no! No Lepreums: nor no lepers neither.
No leprosies f:r me. Melanthius
Has given me a .lisgust for leprosies." Frere.

• "The Opuntian Locrians must have been a very debauched rull.
Opuntius had only one eye." Dr01/8en.
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EUEL. Kay,l would not become Opuntius for a talent of

gold) But of what sort, pray, is this life amongst the birds ?
for you know it accurately.

Erozs, Not an unpleasant one to pass; where, in the firs'
place, we must live without a purse.

EUEL. You have removed much oflife's base metal.
Eeor-s, And we. feed in gardens upon the white sesame,

and myrtle berries, and poppies, and mint.1I
EUEL. Then you live the life of bridegrooms.s
PISTH. (awakening out of a profound reverie). Hah 1

hah ! Verily I see a mighty plan among the race of birds,
and power, which might exist, if you would obey me.4

Eeors. In what shall we obey you?
PISTlI. In what shall you obey me? In the first place, do

not fly about every where with open mouth; for this act is
undignified. For example, if anyone there among us should
inquire about the 1l.utterers,~ "What sortofa bird is this?"
Teleas will say as follows: "A man-bird,6 unstable, flutter-

I See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 6~ 41, obs, 8.
• Shakspeare, "Winter's Tale," act iv. sc, 3 :

"Here's flowers for you;
Hot lavender, mints, savory, marjoram;
The marigold, that goes to bed with the sun,
And with him rises weeping; these are flowers
Of middle summer, and, 1 think, they are given
To men ofmiddk ag6: you are ,'ery welcome."

I apa and cipa are perfectly interchangeable in Attic poetry. See
Herm. Vig. n. 292, 296. Elmsley, Soph. Col. 118. 1.52, 408, 1442.
Rex. 1099. Cf. vs, 1308. Lys.933. Vesp.893. Eccles. 462, 672. Rail.
B14. Thesm. i. 8. Eur. Iph, T.4.58. Phren. l.51, 1442, 1669.

, "Hah I What a power is here Iwhat opportunities I
If I could only advise fOu. I see it all I
The means for an infimte empire and command!" F,." •.
.. 0 grosse Zukunft seh' lch nn Yolk der Vo~el, seh',
Wie eure Macht wird herrschen, folgt ihr memem Rath I"

Dr0!l8tt1.
• "ACCl1FlltiVUSde quo." See Mus. Crit. i. p • .532. For 'trap' ;'/li",

compare the German 6ei una. II Fluttering was at that time a fashion-
able phrase at Athens." Droysen. For the omission of 1"1" see Her-
mann on Soph. Antig. 1056. Rex,31.5. Vig. n, lIl, 138, b. Append.
p.696/748.

• VIde Pae, 1008. I have here followed Bothe. (I These may be
understood either as the words of Teleas, or as a description of him.
The ambiguity exists in the original, ana is evidently mtcntional."
fme. ..OV1"O,Di: D.a/3aAAf1"al WI: I'ITti/3A'Iro, 1"oit, 1"1'011"011" 'trpo, lelt
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Ing, inconsistent, never at any time abiding in .he same
place."

Epops. By Bacchus, you rightly find fault with this. Whnt
then can we do?

l)ISTH. Found one city.'
Erors, But what sort of a city could we birds found?
PISTH. What, really? 0 you who have uttered a most

stupid expression! look down.
Erors, Well now,2 I am looking.
PlSTH. Now look upwards!
Eeors, I am looking.
PISTH. Turn your neck round.
EPOps. By Jove, I shall come finely o1f,1if I shall get my

neck twisted.
PISTH. Did you see any thing?
Erors, Aye, the clouds and the heavens.
PISTH. Is not this 4 then, I ween, the pole of the birds?

·EPOps. Pole? In what way?
PISTH. Just5 as if one were to say "place."6 And be-

cause this turns round, and passes through all things, for

f'i telllalUI/ tealh,l J'I).;I/ teal 6.f0f'aylv teal )'otTf'ltTp'l'tealtroll'1plV 611UOIO
COl/ttl ro)' T,).fall." Schol;

I "PElS. (empliatwally). Concentrate'
Bring all your birds together. Build a city." Frere.
" Baut euch allen eine Stadt." Droy3e11.

, "For the various senses in which these two particles are used
in eonnexion, see Hartung, vol. I, p. 253, 25+." Felton.

• Vide Equit, V8. 175, fiJJalpOIl~tTWJ', tlllatTrpa"~tTopal; Liddell
cites V8. 1358. infra. In Dlndcrf's text with interrogation, but in
the version accompanying his text. without interrogation. ."7 Aia is
irreconcilable with an interrogative elause,« - -, - . - -v j- - -

'Aristopb. Gerytad. Fragm, );iii., tr6).~ r~o' .l"ri.- Nub. 20J,
&"rpollopia pill alJr'1l. See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 7. Ran. J81.

• Lucretius calls the heavens, (lib. v. 1435,)
.. Mundi magnum et f!er&ati16 templum."
" Philosophers of late call it the pole; .
Because it wheels and rolls itself about,
As it were in a kind of rolj-polj' way." Frer,.

II This ",~).o£,was at that time a pet word of the philosophers aDd
pathetic poets." Droy,en. In the present passage it affords our
author a string of puns, trcS).o£" ,//,0).1" tro).,i"Oal. The comic writer.
lost no opportunity of ridiculing the mania for astronomy.

• .,"7rfP titrOI =idem ac, without tiny influence on the case :If
..oro£,. cr. TS. 282, infra.



~~":;:!,,""""M;-~ ... ..--IA-- • • ~ __ ----_

lS!!- -!!1)8. Tl1E BIRDS. '313

this reason it is now called .. pole." H you found this and
once fortify it, it shall be called" Polis" from this "pole." I
So that you shall rule over men like locusts, but the gods, on
the other hand, you shall destroy with a Melian famine. \I

Epops. HowP
PISTH. Your atmosphere, I ween, is placed midway be-

tween earth and heaven.3 Then, like as we, if we wish to go
to Pytho, ask of the Bceotians a passage, so, when men sacri-
fice to the gods, unless the gods bring in tribute to you,
you shall not grant a passage to the odour of the thighs
through )'our foreign city and the atmosphere.

Erozs, Hah! hah! by earth, by snares, by meshes.! by
nets, I never heard a more clever:; device! so that I would
found the city in conjunction with you, if the other birds
were to agree.

PISTH. Who then will state the matter to them?
Eror-s, You; for I, through living a long time amongst

them, have taught them the faculty of speech, who were here-
tofore barbariansf

PISTIl. How then would you summon them together?
Erors. Easily: for when I have gone immediately into the

thicket here, and then wakened my nightingale,? we will
summon them. And if they hear our cry, they will run at
full speed.

I "So wiirde sie aus eurer Statte zu eurer Stadt." Droysen.
2 "ide Cramer's Greece, vol. iii. p. 404. For the historical fact,

Thueyd.lib. v.84, 116. It took place B c. 416.
a See note on Aeh. 434•
• Vide infra, VB. 1>28, l!plt'l, 1Jf.pr).ar:, CiUlla, 'II''1ItTUr:. Sehol. "Jo,

J&ItTVOIl 6'1PfIlT&ItOV. "He swears by the powers which to him are
fearful." Droysen.

a "Bei der Nacht und Schlinge, beim Dohnenstrich und Nebel-
garnl

So Sehlaue Gedanken hab' Ich im Leben nicht gehdrt l " DroYI.
Compo :Monle, Hippol. VB. 990. For the construction of ,ui 1)ItOlll1a,
lee note on Eccles. 1145, 1000. In oaths the dependent verb regu-
laTly takes p.l]. Hom. II. O. 34, rOTW viiv yaia-p.r; 71''1pa{vu. Cf. II.
K.330. Hermann, Vig. n. 267.

• Vide Blomf. Gloss. in Agam. vs. 1017; Herod. lib. ii. 07, :wr: Zi
liiapJ3upl~e, .aoltd vfl OPV&6ol: TPO'll'OV ,/,9iYYfI16a&.

r Ilis wife Procne, who was metamorphosed into the nightingale.
"A female performer on the flute, a great favourite of the public
and with the }loet, after a long absence from Athens, engaged to
perform in this play, which was exhibited with an unusual reck.le, ..
Dess of expense." Fr-.
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Prsru. J dearest Clfbirds, then do not tarry, but, I entreat

you, come, enter into the thicket as quickly as possible, and
waken up your nightingale. [Exit Epops into the tkic~et.]

EPOps. (singing from hekind the scene). Come,· my mate,
cease from slumber, and pour forth strains of sacred hymns,
which thou chantest with thy divine mouth, trilling with the
liquid notes of thy tawny throat mine and thy much-wept
Itys.lI Clear goes the sound through the thick-leaved yew-
tree to the seat of Jove, where the golden-haired Phoebus, as
he hears, playing an accompaniment to thy elegies on his lyre
inlaid with ivory, institutes a choir of the gods; and at the
same time an harmonious divine chant of the blessed gods
proceeds through their immortal mouths. [A solo on thejillte,
supposed to he the nightingale's call, is now keard.]

PISTH. 0 king Jove! the voice of the bird! How it has
filled with sweetness the whole3 thicket!

EUEL. Hollo you I
PISTH. What is the matter?

I Vide Monk ad Hippolyt. 983.
2 In Aristophanes, Proene is the nishtingale vide infra, vs. 666.

On the di,versity o~ the fable, vide During ad C:atull. lx~. 1+. For
the fable Itself, OVld,Met. VI. 425, &c, i lIor. Od. I V. XII.~.

"Awake! awake!
Sleep no more my gentle mate!

With your tiny tawny bill,
Wake the tuneful echo shrill

On vale or hill i
Or in her airy rocky seat,
Let her listen and repeat

The tender ditty that )'OU tell,
The sad lament,
The dire event,

To luckless Ity8 tbat befell." Fren.
• II 0 Jupiter! the dear, delicious bird!

With what a lovely tone she swells and falls,
Sweetening the wilderness with delicate air I" Frere,

"1I)'oc is used both attributively and as a predicate: llA" dAlc, •
",!Iou, city, 7I'oA1C CiA", a whole cit!!, the latter in opposition to •
whole country i tj llA" 7I'OAI" tIu w!lole cit!!, in opposition to sinJtle
pnrts of the same, (ri) lI"oAI, q llAr" the whole city, both notions being
opposed in thoul!ht to some other notions; CiA" q 7I'oAtC, the w!lo/,
City, and'; lI"oA." oA", the w!lole city. both in opposition to some other
idea, e. gr. to the country. The same distinctions apply to 7I'i","
KriiQw. For the genitive oCexclamation, see the same author', Or
Gr. ,+7 3, cbs, 1.
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EUEL. Will you not be silent?
PIsTH. Why so? I
EUEL. The Epops is again 2 preparing to sing.
Eeors, (singing from behind the scenes). Epopopopopopo-

popopopoi 1 io 1 io! come, come, come, come, come, hither,
each of my fellow-birds,3 as many as feed upon the well-sown
lands of the husbandmen, countless tribes of barley-eaters, and
swift-flying flocks of rooks, sending forth a gentle voice, and
as many as in the furrows incessantly twitter around the clods so
lightly with blithesome voice 14 tio, tio, tio, tio, tio, tio, tio,
tio! and as many of you as have ~your pasture in gardens on
the boughs of the ivy, and you throughout the mountains, and
you that eat wild olive berries, and you that eat the fruit of
the arbutus, fly quickly to my voice! trioto, trioto, totobrix! .
and you that in the marshy glens snap up the sharp-stinging
gnats,' and as many as occupy the dewy places of the earth,
and the lovely meads of Marathon, and the motley-feathered
bird, the attagen,' the attagen! and you whose tribes flit over
the marine billow of the sea along with the halcyons, come
hitber, to learn the news! for here we are convening all the
tribes8 of long-necked birds. For a keen old fellow has come,
of a new-fangled turn, and an undertaker of new-fangled
measures. Nay, come all of you to the conference, hither,

I See Hermann, Vig. n, 346.
I Vide Thesmoph. va, 104, 17lro' pt.,\/"Jti.11 oil 71'OPOI7"UJlitlTllI.
• Vide Butler ad lEschyl. Choeph. VB. 166,

,,01 P~11 lIa' ll7TI "apr' IJti.v op67rTfpo,.
• "Rioting on the furrow'd plain,

Pecking, hopping,
Picking, popping,

Among the barley newly sown,' Frere.
• The change of gender, number, and person, (vs. 230, 111701,VI.

234, 0174, VS. 244, oi, VB. 235, 11174ap'/JITlTTvj3itUf, vs, 239, !i170 lXII,
vs. 246,11170 lXEn, VB. 262, iTE 71'EII170ptVOr.,VS. 258, in u7ravTil,) is very
singular, l:f. V5B. 105,106,1066, and see note on Pax, 1267.

• "The insect is found by travellers in Attica as annoying now
al it was in the days of Aristophanes." Felton.

, Co Probably the moor.hen, or haul·hen." Felton. .. The attagas,
cr francolin, was a little larger than the partridge, variegated with
numerous spots, and of common tile colour, somewhat inclining to
red." St. John (Hellenes, vol. ii, 11. 1S2). Liddell makes it the
..-lcockbor mipe. See Athenreus, IX. p. 387, F., p. 388, A., B•

•• , enn es versammeln sich aIle Geschlechte heut,
Halsauareckende, beinausstreckende," DroyUIl.
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hither, hither, hither! Torotorotorotorotix! Ciccabau. eie-
eabau r TorotorotorotoroIililix I

PIsTH. Do you see any bird?
EUEL. By Apollo, not I; and yet. I gape with open mouth,

looking up to heaven.
PISTH. To no purpose then, as it appears, did the Epops

go into the thicket! and hatch, in imitation of the lapwing.
"Etuer the Pltamicopterus.]

PH<E. Torotix, torotix I
PISTH. My good sir, nay, see here's a bird coming now II
EUEL. By Jove, a bird assuredly. What sort in the world

is it? Surely it is not a peacock?
PISTH. He himself will tell us. [Addressing tlte Epops, wlt{l

now enters again.] What sort of a bird is this here?
Erors, It is not one of these common birds which you are

constantly seeing, but a water-fowI.3
PISTH. Bless me! beautiful and flaming r
Erozs, Like enough, for its name is flamingo.4
EUEL. Hollo you r You I call!" [Enter a second hird.]
PISTH. Why do you call ?
EUEL. See here's another bird!
PISTH. By Jove, another assuredly, and that too from an

unlucky quarter.s What sort in the world is this song-pro-
phetic, odd, mountain-ranging bird ?7

Eeors, His name is the Mede.
I ..Wie 's scbeint, so hat der Vogel Kukuk im Gebiisch

Umsonst gekluckt, wie der Birkhahn, wenn er ein Windei legt,"
Droy&tn••

h<ji;:E, Dindorf's last edition; hr';;;:E, Poetee Scenici.
• .. The accumulation of particles is expressive of the comic as-

tonisbment of Peisthetairus at the flaming appearance of the bird
just arrived." Felton. . .

I .. Es ist ein Wasservogel." Droy&en.
• .. Pheeuicopterus ingens."-Juv. Sat. Atben. lib. ix. p. 388, D.,

'.Aplarori).ru: ai I1Xlaallo1l'oM ;'111111avriw EZvac, lXflv rr XPWfR nallEO."
a.-i).'1 /lal<pd, pvYXOt; >1PY/livov II< rij, II:E;a).ij, ;OlJlIl<O;;V, /lElIOOr: a).ltr-
rflJovol;, I1ropaxoJl O' Ixu ).urrov.
• Wohl naturlich; seines N amenshelsst er auch Flammingo drum' ..

, DrO!f'-'
• See note on vs, 406, infra. '
• See Liddell's Lex. in voc. i(EJpO,. ' .
7 Person (ad Hecub. 208) and Elmsley (ad Acbam. 589) read,

'ric '!rOT' I.,..,.' /, p.ouaop.aJrT" li'rO'lror; J.p' "pupa."." ;
The first is partly taken from Sophocles, the second fr rm 1Egchylua.
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PISTH. Mede? 0 king Hercules! Then how, if it be Q

Mede, has it flown hither without a camel?l [Enter a third
6ird.]

EUEL. See here, again, is some other bird, possessed of a
crest!'

PlSTH. What in the world is this prodigy? [Turning to the
Epops.] Then you area not the only Epops, but this also is
another?

EPOps. Nay, this is the son of Philocles, the son of Epops j

and I am his grandsire r' just as if you were to say "Hippo-
nicus the son of Callias, and Callias the son of Hipponicue,"?

PlSTH. Then this bird is Callias! How he is shedding his
feathers!

EU"ltL.Yes, for inasmuch as he is of noble birth, he gets
plucked by the informers, and the ladies pluck out his
feathers besides.6 [Enter a fourth. bird.]

PISTH. 0 Neptune! See here, again, is some other bright-
coloured T bird? What in the world is this called?

Erors, This here is the Glutton.
PlSTH. Why, is there any other Glutton than Cleonymus?
EUEL. How then, if it were Cleonymus, would it not have

thrown away its crest?
• .. Meder T seltsam! sasse dann

Nicht zu Dromedar der Meder, auf der Henne nicht der Balm!"
Droyse»,

• II The pun here turns upon the military meaning of Xo~ov "a.
"'I).I!~':", having occupied a hill; and here, having got a crelt." Felton.

• See note on Vesp, 4tH.
• .. Understand Tot; "E:II"o:ll"O',&I if he said, C ego aldem .tum Sophocli.

Bpcp.t, qui ante Philoclem ,crip8it Tweum.'" lJerg. Philocles, the
tragic poet, a8 well as Sophocles, wrote a drama called" Tereus,"
and hence the allusion, which is solely made to satirize Callias, For
his history, vide Paulmier's note in Bekker, and Carey's Birds, p,
28. He was npotwo, of the Lacedeemonians who carne to Athena,
and hereditary priest of the Eleusinian mysteries.

• CI 'Tis a known thing, that amontt the ancient Greeks the name
of the grandfather was commonly given to the nephew, according
to that of the poet, '111'11'"011£"0, Ka>.Xiov, IC. T. X." Bentley'. Phalari"
p.43.

• Vide Anaxandrides ap Athen. lib. iv. 166, D.,
·Of~'9.W().oj...... B. ""l TC, 'fI"POSorij. ·E ....,.£as;
7rOTIPOIl IC4'f"lZ4Jaycil:J"~II 'lraTPrP(lJI oU(JCall, '" T. >..

, TheJe is also an allusion to anotkr meaning ot J3a:ll"~III; fOI
,.-hich, Set Plato, Sympos. For ouroc:TIC:, .f. 27~. Vesp. J82, 2M
Pax. 849.
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PISTH. But, however, what in the world means the crest ot
the birds? Have they come for the Double Course? I

EUEL. Nay rather, my good sir, they dwell upon crests,'
like the Carians, for the sake of safety.

PISTH. 0 Neptune! Do you not see how great a plague
of birds i.~collected together?

ECEL. King Apollo! what a cloud! Ho l ho! it is not
possible any longer to see the entrance! by reason of their
fluttering!

PISTH.5 See, here's a partridge! and yonder, by Jove, an
attagen! and here a duck! and yonder a kingfisher!

EUEL. Why, who is the one behind her?
PISTH. Who it is? a kingflsher,"
EUEL. Why, is a kingfisher a bird?
PISTH. Aye, for is not Sporgilus?7 And see! here's an

owl too!
EUEL. What say you? Who ever brought an owl8 to

Athens?
1 "Peisthetairus wonders at the crests of the birds, and immediate-

ly calls to mind the fashion the young Athenians had of engaging in
the 8'av}.or:, or doubk course, armed with crested helmets." Felton.

2 See Wordsworth's Poems, vol. v. p. 217, The Pastor:
" A house of stones collected on the spot,
By rude hands built, with rocky knolls in front,
Back'd also by a ledge of rock, WMa6 crest
or birch trees waves above the chimney-top:
A rough abode."

Again, vol. iii. 267, .. The ruins of Fort-Fuentes form the' cred' of
a rocky eminence that rises from the plain at the head of the Lake
of Como," &c. .. M,/>ov here= coUia, and not crista, It is a jest ex
ap,/>.{3o}.iar:. Therefore ji I1r1 rbv 8iuOJAOV.jA6ov; = an eollem ceperunt,
in order to have a better view of the race r Non: .etl ut Care, itt
monlilnu degunt." Bentley.

J " A comic substitution for 'lrAij6o,." Bothe.
• Compo Nub. 326.
• Pisthetairus now points out the twenty-four birds which form

the chorus proper, and of which the former birds merely form the
van. They make their entrance in a sporadic manner, and by de-
grees. separate themselves into Hemichoria, twelve male birds on
one Side, and twelve females on the other.

I .. Ein Schneiderlein." Droyaen. See Lidd. Lex. in voc, The
w:t is lost in the English version.

r .. A noted Athenian barber, whose rooms were the fashionable
place of resort for wits and idlers." Droyaen.

• With U8 it would be .. bringing coals to ~ ew-c-utle." AD-
tipbanf-I ap. Athen.lib. xiv, p. !65, B..
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PISTH. A jay, a turtle-dove, a crested-lark, a horned-owl,
• buzzard, a pigeon, a heron, a falcon, a eushat, a cuckoo, a red.
toot, a red-cap, a purple-cap, a kestrel, a diver, an ousel, an
osprey, a wood-pecker.

EUEL. On! oh! the birds! Oh! oh! the black birds I'
How theyl twitter, and run about screaming continually!
Are they threatening us? Ah me! certainly, indeed,8 they
are gaping open-mouthed, and looking towards you and me.

PlSTH. I think so too.
CHO. Popopopopopopoi! where then is he that called me?'

What place does he inhabit?
Erors. See here I am this long while! and do not CaUoff

from my friends,
CHO. Titititititititi! with what friendly address to me then?
Erors. Liberal, safe, just, pleasant, profitable; for two

subtle reasoners have come hither to me.
CHO. Where? in what way? how say you? 5
Erors. I state that two old men have come hither from

men; and they have come with the root of a mighty
atrair.

CHO. 0 you who have committed the greatest error since
the time I was reared I how say you?

Erors. Nay, do not be afraid of the address?
CHO. What have you done to me?
Erors. I have received two men who are lovers 6 of this

society,
CHO. And have you done this deed?
Eeors. Aye, and am well pleased, too, that I have done it.
Coo. And are they now any where amongst us?
Erors, Aye, if I am amongst you.

Iv 'H~iov piv '/Jaal yiyvla9al 7I"O~U
tpoivucar, iv 'A9qvalr al y~aiil:ar.

I See Atl1enreus, ii. p. 65, D.
• Vide Lycoph. Alexandr. 476,

sa' aVTI 7I"l7l"oii, aICOp7l"lOV ).alprji a7l"aaa,.

• <cyt TOl, cerU guidem, tDsnigste1l. doc"', doc", tDenig.tem." IIef'lMaft.
• "W 0, wo, WO, WO, wo denn ist, der mich gerufea t .. Druy,."
I l'088ibly a parody on the opening scene of the fFJlpu. s.:

l'olonQr.
• See, how'eva, Kriiier, Gr. Gr. S S7. 1. ob., I:
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Cno. Hah l hah ] we are betrayed.! and have suffered
impious treatment I for he who was our friend, and pastured
in the plains with us where we fed in common, has violated
the ancient laws, has violated the oath of the birds; and has
summoned me for a trick, and has exposed me to an impious
race, which, from the time that it existed, has been 2 hostile
to me. But as respects this one it will be an 3 after consider-
ation; these two old men I propose shall suffer punishment
and be rent in pieces by us.

PISTH. How we are undone then I!
EUEL. You, however, are alone to blame for these ills: for

why did you lead me from thenee P!
l'ISTH. That you might follow me.
EUEL. Nay, rather, that I might weep exceedingly.
PISTH. In this, indeed, you trifle exceedingly rs for how

can you weep, if once you have your" eyes knocked out?
CHO. IIo! ho! lead on, attack, direct a hostile deadly

r-harge, and spread round your wings in every direction, and
enclose them round, for both of these must howl and give food
to our beaks. For neither is there shady mountain, nor ethereal
cloud, nor hoary sea, which shall receive these two, haying
escaped me. But let us not now delay to pluck and bite these
two. Where is the Taxiarch? Let him lead on the right wing.

EUEL. That's just it I Whither shall I fly, unhappy man? II

I "0 verrathen, 0 verloren, 0 verkauft sind wir I
Denn ein Freund, denn ein Blutsfreund, welcher im Gefild

Kom pickte mit uns, .
Uebertrat des Gesetzthums uralt Recht,

Uebertrat den VogeIeidchwur!" Droysen.
I See Liddell's Lex. voc. rp~;w. "Read ltorov 'y'vfro. See Plut.

85." Porson; So vs. 322, It orov 'rpap"v. Cr. Kriig. (2nd pt.) § H,
9, obs, 7. c.

~ "For the bird our chief, he must answer to the state;
With respect to these intruders, I propose, without debate,
On the spot to tear and hack them." Frere.

See Person, Hee, 204.
4 " We ',./1 dead men, then." Felton. See note on Pluto 421.
• "From the Agamemnon of lEschylus." Droy.en.
• "In ""pfic lxwv, and the like formulee, the Jw.bit, the CMr4ttllriltll

of the trifler, &c. ia denoted." Ifrii,ger.
r For the future. Bee Kruger, Gr. Gr. f S3, 7, obs. 3, and for

Ino"",,, camp. Nub. 24.
• See lIermann, Vig. n. 108; and for roiiro i"llvo, ace ~ riig~rl"

Gr. Gr. I 51,7, obs. 11, and note on Ra~. 318. ~.
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PI5TH. Hollo you! will you not stop?
EUEL. That I may be torn in pieces by these?
1)ISTII. \Yhy, how do JOu imagine JOu will escape thel!c?
EuEY.. I don't know how I shall,
PISTIl. \Yell then, I tcll JOu that we must remain and

light, and lay hold of the pots, I
Emu •. But what good will a pot do us?
PISTH. The owl, of course, will not attack U8.2
EUEr.. Jlut whut against these IICl'C crooked-clawed bi1Ja 1
PISTil. Seize the little spit, and then plant it firmly in

front of yourself.'
EL"EJ•• But what for our eyes?
PISTil. Take from hence a. vinegar-cruet.! 01· a. bowl, and

hold it before JOu.
EuE£.. 0 you most clever, you have invented it happily.

and like n general. Now you shoot beyond Nicias with Jour
engines,"

Cno. Eleleleu! Advance! Present beaks! We ought
not to wait. Tear, pluck, strike, flay them, smash G the pot
in the first place!

Eror-s, Tell me," 0 worst of all wild beasts, why are YOll

I .. Nimm wie ILlI ein Nachtgeschirr l " Drosjscn,
I "Meaning that the pots, the admirable wOl'kman&hipof Athens,

will have nothing to fpar from the true-born Athenian bird;" Droy_'
• r.1'0 oavToii, Dindorf ; \1 ho, in his Poctre Scenici, had exhibited

""POI:ahov. Bentley and Seager also conjectured "'-1'0aavToii •
.. Greif zum Bratspiess ; Gewell!' beim Fusse." Droysen,

• ,"ide Athen. lib. ii. II 67, E., >"lniov li o;vyapov llll TO;; v, Irai
T"j, lIX'~/llVOV auTO ayydov otj,(3a'/>ov.

• Vrde Plut. 666, l>..i...-Twv U Toi'c (3Xi...-ol'Tn!; iJ7rfl''l''''VTlalv_ COIll}).
Eq. (j,j!J. Thucydldes mentions Nicias' skill in the management of
militai y engines. Vide lib. iii. 51; and .. Milloa" in Cramer's
(in'eee, vul, ii. 433_ "Nicius WR~ at this time ill the chief command
of the Sicilian cxpedition ; Alcibiades having been recalled, The
,ast changes and improvements in the practice and 31 t of war
"bout this time were a subject of general speculation and remark."
Fre:e, There is at the same lime a play on the words, inasmuch u
tl.ey also signify, outdo with your COlltrlfallCes.

• Daitaleis, Fragm. xx., Iauov; VTOI'V xriJl'aT', ';lI'f;XOVV, lavIl"ol{>av-
tuw 1["liAIV. Xenoph, Ages. ii. 12, alll'(3aAOI'T~ T'aS' aall'ioal:,lw(Jov'Tf-t
"'axov~o, a;rl.~TlIvov, a...-l(JV'T/f1:<W. cr, CrI'll}l· VII •.i. ~o.n-Longin,
Mub!. XIX. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § ss, 1, obs. I, and Equit, ~o, ,,3.

, Vide Elmsl, ad lIeraclid. vs. 710, and Kruger's Gr. Gr. \ 61 • .I
lib•• 2. Pax,383. Vesp. 671i,97Q.

\'
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gomg to destroy and tear in pieces two men who are kinsmen I
and fellow-tribesmen ormy wife, without having suffered any
thing at their hands,

CHO. Why shan we spare these any more titan woh"es?J
Or what others still more hateful than these could we punish?

Erors. If they are enemies in nature, they arc frlends ill
spirit;3 and have come hither to teach 4 you something useful,

Cno, How could these ever teach us any thing useful, or
point it out, who were foes to my ancestors?

Eror-s, Yet, certainly, the wise learn many things+ from
their enemies; for caution preserves all things. From a friend
you could not learn this, but your foe immediately obliges yoa
to learn it.6 For? example, the states have learned from
enemies, and not from friends, to build lofty walls, and to
possess ships of war. And this lesson preserves children,
house, and possessions.

ClIO. It is useful, as it appears to me, to Ileal' their argu-
ments first; for one might learn some wisdom 8 even from one's
foes.

PISTH. These seem to relax from their wrath.9 Retire
back.1o

1 Procne, the wife of Tereus, and daughter of Pandion king of
the Athenians.

2 "There was an old Iaw of Solon's for killing these wild beasts ",
8D<1 bounties were offered for them." D101J8C11. This construction
must not be confounded with that explained in the note on Eccles.
71o. Atia:f~V is ~overned by "'flt1. equally as TWVCf.

3 "Sind sie F einde von N atur euch, sind sie Freunde doch im Geist."
Droy.en.

• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § SG,12, obs, 1. Monk, AI. 520.
• "1'81\ est et ab hOBte doceri:" Ovid. Met" iv. -128. Mr. Southey,

in his Colloquiesi vol, i.~. 289, in reference to Bishop Berkeley,
makes a touching y beautiful use of this quotation.

" Allerdings von Feinden lernet viel der Weiae," DroySC1l,
I i. e. ,.OiiTO JlaIl8&vw" where ,.oiiro is to be referred to fbAa{3fi68a ••

Compo Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § liS, oJ, obs, 11. SI'ager1 in the Class. Jcurn,
iv. p. 710, reads abTl, ,,' It'lvaya:a,Sfv. but it is quite unnecessary. For
this use oC the aorist, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 6, cbs. 3.

, Vide ,upra, VB. 166; infra, 483. 57+, 786, 1000.
I See Kruger, Gr. Gr. , 43, ... obs. 10, and cr. \'SS. 428, 454.
• Vide Vesp. VB. 727, ,.ljv ~pyrjv xaXcl"at:. Thus 4VI,val is used III

Ran. VB. 700, dnd Tijt: opyij, dV;VTft:. cr. .lEsch. Pro 1057.
,. HesyclllllR, l'II'i adAot:' fit:,.d 0'11'1"",. Vide Eur, PhIX'D. \'8. ItllI

hrl a.dAo, 'l/'ci~,,, XWDU. See KrUger, Gr. Gr. § 50, 2. Ii '
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Epops. And it is just too, and you ought to grant I me the
favour,

Cno. 'Vell, in truth, we have never yet opposed 2 you in
Ilny other affair.

Prsrrr, They nre more at peace with US;3 wherefore lower
the pot nnd the bowls; ant! we must walk about within
our camp ! with our spear, the spit, near the potitself,keep-
ing a sharp look-out upon its extremity; for we must not
l1y.

EUET .. Right: but if then we should die, where in the
world shall we be buried ?

PISTIl. The Ceramicus? will receive us ] for in order that
we may receive a public funeral, we will say to the generals
that we fell at 01'lle:c,G fighting with our foes.

ClIO. Retire into rank again, to the same place,7 and stoop
and lay down your wrath beside your anger, like a hoplite !
and let us inquire of these, who in the world they are, nnd

I "Simple justice J require, and I request it as a favour." Frere,
• ~1'aIlT".;pf9a. Brunck; "A spondee in the fifth place. The first

editions have lllaIlTlw/uOa: read lll1/IITlWptOa." Porson, Vide Class.
Journ, vol, v. P: 142. Person's Opuse, p. xcii. 35. So also Bentley,

"Faith and equity require it, and the nation hitherto
Never has refused to take direction and advice from you." Frere,

a On this form, see Porson, Prref. Hec. p. 37. Kruger, Gr. Gr. §
9, Jl, obs. 5.

• Vide Thucyd. lib. i. 3, Ill, iii. i. Droysen reads op!:oiillra~
«/tpall. "Read al'TIIII cip';;"Tac, as Hom. II. '1'. 15, allT'l1l eia,liuII."
Bentky.

S See Cramer's Greece, vol. ii. 342, :U3, &c. Thucyd. ii. 34-4G.
• Cramer's Greece, vol. iii. 283. .. Thucydides writes that Omese

w..s destroyed by the Argives in the sixteenth year of the Pelopon-
nesinn war, after it had been abandoned by the inhabitants." Lib.
vi.7. Of course this town is mentioned merely for a pun on lipl'ftc •
..It was the sacred duty of the generals to t>rovide for tile burial of
those who had fallen in hattIe, as the burled alone found rest in
Hades. A neglect of this duty constituted a capital offence." J (I'

f "Back to the rear I resume your station I
Ground your wrath and indignation I
Sheath your fury! stand at ease!
While 1 proceed to question these i
What design has brought them here.
Ho there, hoopoc! can't ve hear t.. rr"",

I 2
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Yo' hence they came, and for what purpose.! Ho! Epops I
YI)UI call!2

E1'01'8. 'Wishing to hear what, do you call me?
Cno. 'Yho in the world are these, and whence ome they i
Ep01'8. Two strangers from lcnrned Greece.
ClIO. But what chance in the world brings them, so as to

come to the birds ?
EI'OI'S. A love of your life, and way of living, and of you,

and to dwell together with you, and to be with you entirely.
ClIO. 'Yhat say you? what words, pray, do they utter?
EI'01'8. Things incredible to hear, and more IlIOn that.3
Cno, Sees he any advantage worth his abiding here, in

whiclr! he trusts, by living with me, either that he shall con-
quer his foe, or be able to assist hi" friends?

E1'01'8. lie speaks of a mighty bliss,S past utterance, past
belief; for he will convince JOu by nrgument that IIIl these
things are yours, both what is here, and there, and every where.

ClIO. Is he mad?
E1'o1's. lIe is prodigiously sensible.v
Cno. Is there any wisdom in his mind?
El'OPS. A roost wise fox,? n sophist, a sharper, a tricksy

knave, a thorough subtle fellow,"

I "Und in welcher Intention." Droysen, cr. Vesp. IOi3. Plut.45.
2 The verb is more frequently omitted. t:f. \'S. 274, supr«, 1'1lit.

1099. A~sch. Cho. 419. Soph. Aja"<, 122S. Eur, Ion, 222. Iph. Au).
85,). Here, F. 1217. Belen. MH. Ithcs, GH, Ehnsley, Mus, Crit, i,
p.486. :

• .. The Infinitive depends on all'lll'Ttr, and not 011 'II"'pa,ns the
Scholinst construes it." Felton, See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 55, 3, obs. 7.
An infinitive srithout all article cannot be governed b)' a preposition
ill Attic nr\,~k. See l lerm, Vig. II. 2(}"

• See Kruger, Gr. GI'. § ,)1, V, ob•. 2.
• With this compare that splendid verse in 1 Cor. ii. 9, •AH.l

l<aO,~~'-r'ypar.rlw (Isa. lxiv. 4.> ".A o",Oa~/l;"; 0;'1< IICI, I<aj o;',OUC
ijICOVt1E, t:ttl e1ri ..-opaia" a "OpwuOV OVK "Vlpll' U. JjTo;par1tv U f)to, TV;,
ci)(11l"WaIVauTO".

• Compo note on Lys, HIS.
, Ville Nub HIl, and Scholia Schleusn. Lexie. v, ·A).........'1t. The

Scholiast explains I<{'pp.a by '11"0).).0;, iYl<fl<l'P'/"w,; 'll"I,aYl'arr ••
• Nub. 260, )'iYllV }'fllqrru rpippa, I<pOTa).ov, lTa'lI'a>",. Polycratn,

sp. Atl:en. lib. "iii. p: 335,.D,! ., _
JTO:\'UKI'UT',. c,, T'jU 'YUU1,U AO'jUa","
).,0'YflJloI 'Tl 'll'anraA11p.a .. ai. "'«Ai, ."A"'O'cr~.
11'P".JI"', 0.",,' ''Ypu.JI·· I ...... 'Ycit> 0;'10 aU ...
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Cno Order him to speak, to speak to me ! for when 1 hear
the words you address to me, I am in a state of eager expect-
ation"

Eror-s, (to the stage-attendants). Come now, do YOll, and
)'OU, take and bang up this panoply again, in the name of
heaven,2 in the chimney-corner within, near the tripod; 3 and
110 you inform and teach these, for which 4 matters I COin-CIlCd
them.

PISTIl. By Apollo, not I; unless these make a covenant
with me, such as the IIpe, the swordrnaker, made with his
wife-that they neither bite me, nor pull, nor poke.s

Cuo. Surely you don't mean the--? By no means!
l'ISTII. No; but I mean my eyes.
ClIO. I'll make the covenant.
l'ISTII. Swear, then, to this!
Cno, I swear, on these conditions, that I be victorious in

the opinion of all the judges, and of all the spectators.

" 0 der ist feiner wie Zwirn ;
Ganz Kopf, gam: Umsicht, ganz Project, ganz Specnl.ition."

[Jroy.•nl
I Vide .iEsch)'l. Chocph. \'S. 222, a "fll"rrpw91/I,;, &'&';6&'fll,; opiiv >pE.

" Let us hear him! let us hear him!
Did him begin! for raised on high
Our airy fancy soars; and I
Am rapt in hope; ready to fly." Frere.

I '" TIl God's flame;' literally, 'tcith good luck;' the :nitiatory form
1:1 conventions and treaties of peace." Droyse», See note IIR

Thesm.283.
3 See Scholia, and Carey's explanation. He translates it" near

the lazy back." Compare Guy l\Iannering, Waverley Novels, "01.
iii. p. 262, "I'll never master him without the Iight=-nud a braver
kipper, could I but land him, never reisted abune a pair 0' cleeks,"
On which see note, p, 271, "The cleek here intimated, i~ the iron
hook, or hooks, depending from the chimney of a Scottish cottage,
tP.l which the rot is suspended when hoiling. The same appendage
is often caller the crook," &c. Liddell makes it = i7l'VOX'P'I', fA.
ratdroll for the hot bath. Droysen -.= a plate-rack, 1 have followed
D<ickh, Corp. Inscr. i, p. 20.

• See note on Pax, 791.
I ••According to the Scholiast this is Pametius, one of the actual

overtumers of the Hcrmre, lie belonged to the Knights, (Eq. 2-1,2,)
was a great simpleton, and a very httle man. lIe had a large "i~'e
who sorely hen-pecked him. Having been once caught by him
eonnnitting adultery, she beat him, till he concluded the above-men-
tior.ed treaty." Droll;::'I.
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Prsrn, Be it so.
Cno, But if I were to violate it, to be victorious by "He

judge only,'
})ISTII. (as crier). 0 yes I 0 yes!' Let the hoplites 110W

take up their arms and go home again, and look at what we
shall placard on the tablets.

Cno, Mun is naturally deceitful" ever, in every way! but
do you, nevertheless, say on. For ! perhaps )"ou may chance
to mention something good, which you c~py ill me, or some
greater power neglected by my mind, being void of under-
standing; while you discern it. Speak for the public wen] ;
for whatever good thing JOu happen to procure for I11l', t his
"hall be common to all. But state boldly for what matter) i.u
have come, having convinced your own mind; for we will"
not be the first to break the treaty,

PISTIl. 'Veil now, by Jove, I am eager; and one speech
has been previously mixed up by me, which there is no im-
pediment" to my kneading thoroughly, BOJ, bring a chaplet !
let some one fetch water quickly to be poured over our hands!

EUEL. Are we about to IHlllljuct,7 or what?
'PISTil. No, by JO\ e; but 1 have been this long while seek.

\ "The Chorus swear to it, (relupsing for a moment into their real
eharacter.) • as tltey hope to will tl,c prize by a unanimous rote ' But
if they should filii, they imprecate upon themselves the penalty of
(gaining the prize notwithst-mdiug, but) '!Ialllix!I it ollly by a ca.ling
eote;' ,r Frere,

t U.rOVITE ')..Elp. See Bentley's Phalaris, 1)'203. I'!lX, li';l. Ach.IOO.
"0 yes, 0 ycs," ii the Norman French." Oyez, Oyez." In like man-
ner we have "CU11'Tlt," i, e. "ql<' it paroit ]" curfew, i. e••• C01"'''
/I.'U," &c., &c. Fur the infinitlve, see note Oil Ran. 1(j9.

I See Kruger's Gr. Gr, § ss, 2, obs, 6. Han. 1396. Eccl. us,
" If in tl.is realm of ours

Your clearer intellect, searching and clever,
Has noticed means or powers
Unknown and undetected,

In unambitious indolence neglected." Frere,

• "J>a zuerst nicht wir Abruch thun werden dem Pactum." ~ ..,
Compo Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 6.

• ",,,>.vu is here used impersonally. Cf. Equit, 723, 97:l Herod. vii,
U9. l'lat.." Phred. 1" 77, Jl. So Thuc. i. 144, OVTf )'_&1't.rli/Jo "",:\lifl
h· ni" 'f7ro/Joair; "ilTf TOl~E. On which passage see Kruger's note.

: Vide Eccles, vs, 112, where one of the beldames considers !l:"
.. cup of Bark" as n uecessery 5( quence to the chap!..t,
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ing to titter a big and corpulent I word, which shall make a
breach in the minds 2 of these; to such B degree do I grie \"0
over you, who being formerly kingB,--

Cno. We kings? Kings ofwhat?
Prsrrr. of all things, as many as exist,3 of me first, of this

man here, and of Jovc himself, had an existence more
primeval and prior to CI'OllUS,and the Titans, and earth,

Cno, And earth?
!)lSTH. Aye, by Apollo.
Cuo. This, by Jove, I had not heard,
PISTil. Very likely, for you are unlearned and not· eurlous

after knowledge, nor even are you familiar with JEsop, who
in hi'! fables asserted that the lark came into being the first
of all, prior to the earth; and then that her father died of
illness; but that there was no earth; and that he layout five
<lays! and that she, being at a loss, buried her father in her
own head, by reason of her perplexity.s

EUEL. The father, then, of the lark now Iies dead at
Cephalre.6

I It properly meansfatted. cr. Pax, 825. Athen.lib. ix. p. 376, n.,
"JreJpa7rA'Ia;w!: vi T';' 'AXaup leal 'EpaToaOiv'It IV 'AvTfplvv'i TO", (li.a!:
\aplvov!: 7rOO<T'IyoplvaE, pfTayayw~' leal aUTO, a7rO TWV )'aplvwv {30WV' fl.
OVTWI: ~K).iJO"aav 'iTol Q7rO TO;; ).apIVfvEaOal,-07r.p 'art (llr;:la6al.
l:w1'PWV .. BOI!: VE ).aplJ'fVOVTal." ;, dr.;' T,vrl: K';'P'lC 'H7rf'P"TIK~C
Aapivl)C, ;, a7rO TO;; j30VKO).OVVTOC aurae. Vide Cramer's Greece, vol.
i. p, 109, for Larina. They were also called KfaTplV//Col 13ofl:.

• "Urn Bresche zu legen in euer Gemuth." lJrB!l8t!1l.
I It must be noticed that this is a cont,"uation of o',rIVEt;1iVTf!:', &c.,

in \·s.461. All the translators I have seen make vs, 469 commence
a 'ICW sentence; which is quite erroneous. l'isthetairus take-s no
notice of the interruption, Lut finishes the sentence he had begun;
at least, the only notice he takes of it is to insert vpiit;.

• "outi (and ,.7JCf) when connecting propositions =1I0T (fen, if n
negative clause precedes; hut if (which seldom happens) an affirm-
ative clause precedes, =alld not, In the latter case we usually find
Kal ou (or Kal ,.iJ). When o{.lf (or P.i/Cf) = 'lor eve", connect single
notions, these properly constitute two propositions comprised under
one verb," KitigcI'. SE'enote 011 Eqmt, 345. .

• Hence in Theocrit. Idyll vii. 23, the lark is called J7rITvp.{3ilIO(.
"ThE' fllft was her father's grave-hillock." rim. See note on
Pas, 380.

• Cramer's Greece, ,·,,1 ii. 412: " Pausanias says that the Dioscuri
w .. re especially worshipped there." Suid. \'. Kt1'a).ijlJtv. " A lluU
011 Kf\"u:\ai, a name of (me of the ~~I"0l, of the tribe Acam',nus'
Felton.
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Erors, Is not, then, the kingdom rightly theirs, pray. il
tIIEli' had an existence prior to the earth, and prior to the
gods, inasmuch as they are the oldest?

EUEL. AJc, by Apollo! therefore, it behoves JOu very
much henceforth to cherish Jour beak; I Jove will not quickly
restore the sceptre to the wood-peeker. ."

PJSTII. Of this, therefore, there arc many proofs, that, not
the gods, but the birds, were rulers and kings OHr men in
ancient times. For example, I will first point out the cock
to yon, how he was sovereign and ruler over the Persians,
before all, before Darius and Megnbyzus. So that he is still
called the Persian 2 bird, from that his dominion.

EUF.L. On this account, then, even now, he only of the
birds struts about with the turban 3 erect upon his head, like
the great king.

PISTIl. And so powerful was lie, and great, and strong at
that time, that still even now, on account of that power of
his at that time, when lie merely crows at dawn,' nil jump up
to their work-braziers, potters, tanners, shoemakers, Lath-
men, corn-factors, lyre-turners, lind shield-makers: and they'
trudge off having put on their shoes in the dark.

EUEL. Ask this of me,6 for I lost my cloak of Phrygian
wool, unhappy man, through him. . For once upon a time
having been invited to a little child's tenth-day feast,7 I was

I "Not for the l?urpose of snatching the sceptre from him with it,
but th at the beak Itself may serve for a sceptre." VOS6.

I Dindorf refers to Atben. lib. ix, p. 3740, D., xiv. p. 6.5.5, A. Vide
infra, vs, 707.

3 "An idea may be formed of the extraordinary size of the turbans
worn by the great men of Sin de, from the fact of some of them con-
taining upwards of eighty: yards in length of gauze. J t is usuallt
from ei~ht to twelve inches in width." Pottinger's Travels in
Beloochistan and Sin de, p. 368. "He wore that distinguishin~
badge ofroyalty, a jika, on his cap." Hajji Baba in England, "01.1.
p.249.
. ." Read "01'-0" ilp~plo". See Eccles. 74]." Porson,

I II And shuffle their shoes on before it is light,
To trudge to the workshop." Frere.

C£ Monk Ale. 273, and note on Eccles. 275.
f Liddeh cites Nub. 641. Soph, Rex, 1122. 110m. oa iv. an i

1x.1l(j4.
, Vide infra, VB; 922,. • •! • •

OUI( apn Our. 'NjII ~'I(a.,..", 'Tau.,.", IX""".1 'TflUVOP.', C,trT.p Ta,U'I'. ".." cil 1111'''';
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taking a drop b town, and was just dropping asleep ; and be-
fore the others went to supper, this fellow then crowed ; nnd I,
hal ing fancied it was dawn, set out for Alimus; I and I WII3
now peeping out beyond the wall, when a footpad strikes me
on the back with a. club; and I fell down, and was going to
hollo; but he in the mean time stole my cloak.

I'15TH. TIle lite, then, at that" time was ruler and ling over
the Greeks.

EI'OI'S. Over the Greeks ?
PISTII. And he was the fil'St,2too, who taught them when

he was king to prostrate themselves before the kite8.3
El:£I .• Aye, by Bacchus! at any rate I rolled over on be-

holding a kite; and then, being on my back, I gulped down
an obolus" as I was gaping; and then I dragged home my
pouch empty.

PISTil. Of Egypt, again, and the whole of Phcenicia, a
cuckoo was king; and when the cuckoo cried" cuckoo," then
all the Phccnicians used to reap their wheat and their barley
in the field".

1~l:H. There then we lla\'e5 the proverb in its true mean-
ing: "Cu('koo! to the field, you circumcised,"?

PISTil. And they held so powerful a sway; that if anyone
teas king in the cities of the Grocians, an Agamemnon or a

1 Noted as the birth-place of Thueydides, It \VIIS II dcme of the
tribe of Lcoutis, From Demosthenes we learn that it was 35 stadia
from Atbcne. See Cramer's Greece, "01. ii. 368.

I "The ordinal adjectives, ns wporfpor:, wpwrol:, IitTrfpor:, vtTrarol:,
when aunexed predlcatlvcly, denote the order amongst several no-
tions in which that oct hclongs to the notion mentioned; while the
corresponding adverbs, rol'onpo,', 1I'pwrOJf, iitTTIPOV, define the order
in which, amongst several actions of the same subject, the action
mentioned took place, Thus, wp,.rot; }.1I9i'pvtJ ropo(t.{3a),., he tcaS thd
first tl'lro attacked .tJetl'ymllc; wp,.rtJ M. rop" loletllYllme teas the .fird
place !Chich ',e attacked ; 1I'PWTOV 1\1. wp., !tis .fi"Bt act was tilt, attack
"POll ],Jetllymlle. In the same way I'0"or: and 1'01'01' lire to be dis-
tinguished; though we sometimes find 1'01'01' where we might have
C!X}lected1'0!'0r:." Kriig~r. • , ,.. ..

Schol. tapor: ,>a,vol',voll I",rn'o!: "'alVlral fll: rlJv E).).aca, l.p' ¥
MOiL'vo, /CII).jvlovral W" lroi yov". Vide illfm, vs, 713.

4 Vide Eccles. VS. 818. Vesp.790.
• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 051,7,obs. 11i and see notes on Ran.

318, Vesp.451.
• The Egyptians, Syrianq, ond Phomicians clrcurncised, but onl/

... a mark (If c~'!anliness, Vide Horne's Crit. Introd. i. 17S. Ed, Vi,
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:Menelaus, a bird was wont to sit IIponI their sceptres, IIIlUrill:!
whatever' bribe he received.

EUEL. Now I was not aware of this; and in truth wonder
used to take me, when some Priam came forth in tbe tragic
representations with a bird: hut it appears it was standing'
and watching what bribe Lysicrates3 took.

PISTIl. And what is the most striking of all, Jove, the
present monarch, stands! with an eagle upon his head, because
he is a king: his daughter, again, with an owl; 6 and Apollo,
as a servant, with a hawk."

EUEL. By Ceres, you say this well. On what" account,
then, have they these birds?

PISTIl. In order that, when nny one sacrifices, and then,
as the custom is, gives the entrails into their hands, they filay
receive the entrails before Jove. And no man on those
days used to swear by a god,8 but all by birds. And sti.l
even now Lampon swears by the goose when he practises
any? deceit. So grent and holy did they all think you in
former times; but now they think !Iou slaves, fools, and
Maneses.lo And they shoot at you, c"enll like those who are

• Vide Herod. lib. i. 195; Pindar Pyth. i. 10: Gray's Progress of
Poesy. For "'ai, cr. 728, and note on Nub. 840.

t i. e. TOVTOV, O. See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 51, 10, obs, 2.
S Vide Eccles, 629, 736. Scholiast;" OVTII!: ~i t1TpRnrr,it; iY:"fTO

'A9'1,'a'wv, "')"7rT'/t; TE ",ai 7ra,'ovpyot;." For the construction, see
J\runE'r, Gr. Gr. § 61, (i, obs, 2.

• 'The words here used apply to the statue of Zeus, OI1T'II<!Vbeing
constantly thus used by the Attic writers." Felton; Comp, 56';, 56!!.
Kruger, Gr, Gr. § 57,1, obs. I.

• Vide Equit. vs, 1093. 1').a;;",· is an accusatire governed by tXWV
(VR. 515); see note on Plut. 689.

• II A<:schylus, (ElIIn. 15,) in the admirable version of O. Muller,
says, , Zeus seines Vater« l\Iund i,t Loxias.''' Droysen,

f "This speech seems more properly to belong to the Hoopoe,"
Frere.

• See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 10, obs, 3. Harper's Powers of the
Greek Tenses, P: 85. Porsou, Phren. 412. Brunck, Soph. Phil. 290.cr. vs. 506, supra, and Pax, vs, 1200. For oMEit; d ..0l'':''''wv, see
J-:lm~I.1\Ied. 241; Porson, Advers. r- 251; Mus. Crit. i. p. 187, 368:
Herm. Ajax, 977; Reisig, Com. Crit. Col. p. 243. ouO,;t; (or TIt;)
4"OpbJ7rO!: is very rare. See note on \'8. 1266.

• Dernosth, c. Aristocr. p. 421, tta1raTl~VTW" TI TOi.. Aal<l~arJlo,'i",,,.
10 "Servile nomen, servum vel famulum quemlibet notans. Lys,

!JOS, 1213. rax,1146. Jllavia, aerva, ancilla; Thesm. i28. Ran. 1345. •
]1runck', Index, cr. V88. 1311, 1329, infra. For the plural, aPt
KlUger, Gr. Gr. f H, 3, obs, 7. II "QO'l='09ar." &-.u-...
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mad; IIn(1every bird-catcher sets snares, traps, Iimed-twigs,
springes, meshes; nets, lind trap-cages for you in the temples ;
snd then they take lind sell JOU in heaps; lind they, the
purchasers,2 feel and buy YOll. Neither, then, supposing they
please to do this, do they roa ..t and serve you up merely, but
they grate over JOll cheese, oil, laserpitiurn, and vinegar; nrul
11a\ing mixed another sauce, 8W(·(·tand oil)", then they }lOlll'
this 3 scalding hot over ),011, as if carrion.

Cno, 0 man, Jell lUH e brought words by far, indeed, by
far, indeed, most grievous ! lIow I deplore the baseness 4 of
Illy fathers, who, when their forefathers had transmitted thebe
honours to them, annulled them to Illy injury ! But JOu have
como to me at the intervention of' some deity, and by some
happy chance as my presen'el·. 1·'01'I shall dwell" in safety
if 1 intrust to you Illy nestlings and myself. But do )·ou.
being present, inform us what we ought to do; since it is not
worth our while to lin', if we shall not by all means reCOHI
'our kingdorn.s

PlSTlI. Well now, then, in the first place I admonish JOu
that there should be one city of the birds; 7 and then to wall lip
the whole ail' 8 round about, and all this here that lies between,
with great baked bricks, like Babylon,"

I Cf. vs. 19-1, S"J1I"n.
t I or R similar construction, cf. vs, 492, supra;
3 cr. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § .53, IJ, obs, 3. We have here an example

of "ui in the apodosis. It i~ to be neglected in translating. cr. Eq,
392. 1.),8. 560. Nub. IJ2i, and inf ca, \"8. 1456. So Hom. 11. A.
4i8. The same unemphatic use of j'ltti, ailroi will be found in vs.
730, and Vesp. 6;;.

• Eur, Iplug. TaUT. 6i6, "al lu).iuv ya" cai """'IV "forrqt70pa ••
• "The word dwell, in our language, according to the old use d

it, answers precisely to oi"qt7w; • do good and d,,:ell for everrnor (','
Psalm xxxvii, 27; meaning simply to •abide,' or 'lire.''' ('a,.t)'.
ride Thucyd, lib. iii. 48.

• II Denn werth nicht ist es zu leben,,Venn wir unsere IlItSO\l\ eraine Gewalt
Nicht wiedererwerben, wie recht ist." Droysen,

r "Eine Stadt fur sammtliche Vogel." Drousen,
• The local traditions of Borrowdale speak of a similar attempt 0'1

the part of its inhabitants, namely to ical! in the cuckoo] the failure of
which is said to have drawn from one of the discomfited dalesmen
the rp~at k that, .. If we ltecll,ecllllJbbltt ya ~tccin mail', it lead "M -lc.S,....

• Vi'}J Herod. lib. i. 1iU, &c.; Ovid Met, iv• .57,
.. Dicitur olim

ClKtilibU' Ir.1II";1 (il\xis~~ Semiramis urbem.'
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Erors. 0 Cebrloncs 1lJ1<l Porphyrion I How terrible the city!
PIS1H. And then, if this uiall be raised, that you demand

back the empire from .Jove j and if he refuse". and be not will-
ing, and do not immediately confess himself in the wrong, J that
you declare 2 a sacred war against him, and forbid the gods to
pass through 3 your district, when lecherous. as formerly they
were accustomed to go clown to debauch their Alcmcnas.! lind
their Alopes, and their Semeles, .But if they should go to them,
that you put a seal upon their breeches, ill or-ler that they
may 110t:my longer meddle with them. And I advise yen
to send another bird as herald 5 to men, henceforth to sncri-
flee to the birds, since the birds IUI\-e the rule. And then,
after this again, to the gods: lind nssign to the gods," indivi-
dually, in a. suitable manner, some one of the bird", which ac-
cords with t!tat god. If anyone sacrifice to Venus, let him
offcr wheat to the coot ," and if anyone sacrifice a sheep to
Neptune, let him dedicate wheat to the duck; and it' anyone
sacrifice to Herculcs.t let him offer honied cakes to the ~l\Il;9
and if an)' one sacrifice a. ram to king Jove, the wren is the

I Cf; Eur. Heraclid. 706. "I t occurs three times in Herodotus r
iii. 25; vii. 130; viii. 29. Only twice in the Attic poets. It sigui-
fies illjirmitatelll8ualll ,/Osse." Elmsley.

• .. Einzeln steht 7I"l'wvUiv fur 7I"l'wav(;;v Ar. Vug. 556." KI',;!!er.
See TlllIc. i. 112.

a See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 12, ohs. 3.
f See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 44, 3, obs. 1.
• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. I. Kdn, Greg. Cor. p, 331.

• " Who applies to the gods with an om,ring made, .
Shall beginl with a previous offering paid
To a suitab e bird, of a kind and d..gree
That accords with the god, whosoever he be.
III Venus's fane, if n victim is slain,
First let a sparrow be feasted \I ith grain.
Whpn gifts and oblations to Neptune are made,
To the drake let a tribute of barley be paid." Frere,

For r:aO' 'r:aI7TOJl, see Kruger. Gr. Gr. § 60, 8, obs. f.
!Vide Athen.lib. vii, p. 325, B., ~fli 'Atf>pociTf/ ,/,a"apica, wr; Apll7TOo

fJav,,, ;" 'OPVlt1l, r:aTa ttvvip.tf>utrIV Toii tf>a""oii. ",a; Tqv ".iTTav 01 j-

r:a:\(lII;~"']" Ilo<1Ho,;:,v. TINr; o{,woii<1l. Cf. ix. p. 393, C., p. 395. I·:.
Ac.:cr I;;lff to Franz, the uater-hen,

a Dawes, Miscell. Crit. p. :::88: .. Aristo{lhanes never lengthens the
middle syllable of 'IJpa~>'ij!:: the tragedians very rarely shorten it."

• Vide Athen, Jib. x. P: 4lJ, C., TOlOiiTOJl oii" aUTOJ' V7l"O<1T'IttaP.UfOI
r.li, ltof1¢aria., r:ai T,;jv 6PVE"'V IbroClc':'"aUIV -rUT'; -OV Acil'ov, to.
rpo<1a1ol'u-vP.fVOV /30lJ,/,°10v•
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king,1 to whom he ought to slay a male ant before Jove him-
self.

EUEL. I Iike2 your slaughtered ant! Now let the :night,
Jove thunder.

Erors. Why. how will men think us gods, and not jack-
daws, who fl)' and have wings?

l'ISTH. You talk nonsense; even Mercury, by Jove. god 3
as he is, flies and wears wings, and ,-ery many other gods.
For example, Victory flies with golden pinions; and, by Jon',
Cupid 4 too. And Homer asserted that Iris was like to n
timorous dove,"

Eror-s, But will not Jo"e thunder and send his winged
thunderbolt against us?

1'ISTlI. If therefore, through ignorance, they think JOu to
he nothing, but t!link these to be gods, these in Olympus,
then it behoves a cloud of sparrows and of rooks, raised aloft,
to swallow up their seeds from their fields; and then let their
Ceres measure out wheat to them when they are hungry.

EUEL. She will not be willing, by Joye, but JOu will sec
her offering excuses.

PISTIl. Let your crows, again, for a proof," peck out the
eyes of their poor team, with which they plough up their
lands, and of their sbeep: then let Apollo,1 as he is a physi-
eian, cure tbem: but his manner is to serve for hire.

I The Germans still call it der Zmml.ullig.
, cr. Eq.696. Nuh.1H, 12H). Pax, 106.5,and infra, 880. For the

different forms of ZIt'!:, see Rose's inscriptions, p. 63 j Dawes, M. C.
p.B5.

a .. I saw young I1arry,-with his beaver on,
His cnisses on his thighs, gallantly arm'd,-
Rise from the ground like featl,er'd Mercur!l."

Shakspear«, HI'IIr}' IV. Part i. act iii.
• .. That very time I saw (but thou couldst not)

F1!lillg between the cold moon and the earth,
Cupid all arm'd."-A Midsummer Ni"ht's Dream.

For the wings of Victory, see the fanciful lines in Athen. lib. J.iii.
p. 063, n, ending with

T,iv a, WTtpuyut liv .1X. Tr, N ;"!7 .pop.i"
iaoa-au, ... 'p.cpalli.~ CTKiiAov aTe} ".;;,,, '7roAl/Al .. .,.

• "Homer does not say this of Iris, but of Uera and Athena i "-1
U. E., n. 778." Droyscn.

4 .. Zum Beweis dass euer die Macht sei." Droysen.
r "And leave them stone blind for Apollo to cure:

He'll try it: he'll wrrk for his salary, lure:' F,,.,•.
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EUEr.. Don't let it he done before I sell my pair of little
OXE:nfirst!

PI 5TH. But if they consider you a goo, consider you 1Me,
consider you Earth, consider you Cronus, consider you :Nep-
tune, all good things shall be present to them.

Erors. Tell me, pm)', one of the good things.
!)ISTIJ. In the first place, the locusts shall not eat up their

vines, but one 1 company of owls and kestrels shall destroy
them. Then the emmets and gull-insects+ shall not always
eat up their figs, but one flock of thrushes shall gather them
all up clean.

Erors, But whence shall we gi\'c them wealth? for they
are very fond of this.

PISTH. These shall give to them the precious metals when 3
consulting by auguries, and shall discover to the diviner tho
profitable merchandises; so that 4 none of the ship-masters
shall perish.

Erors, How shall he not perish?
PI 5TH. Some one of the birds shall always foretell to him

that consults+ them about the voyage; .. Now' sail not, there
will be a tempest. Now sail, gain will ensue."

EUEL. I'll procure a merchant-vessel and become a ship-
master, and will not stay amongst you.

PISTH. And they shall show to them the treasures of money,
which the men of former times laid up; for these know. Cer-
tainlyall say thus, "No one knows of my treasure, except it
be some bird." 6

I "Aoxo, tr" una turma, as lIemsterhuis tightly translates it. So
(V3. 591) dy~"" pIa." Porson,

• A remarkable violation of Mr. Sharp's canon. Cf; Eccles. 702.
3 i. e... Per auguria metalli fodinas qua-rere," Such is the cus-

tom of miners in the present day, particularly with the Cornish ones
lind their withy switches. This, by the by. is a custom of great an-
li'l'litr' Vi~~ lIero~. I}b. iv. 67, ~la~T/f' Ji l:r:1I0i ...v eil1i 7roUoi,o;
llavTtvoIIT.1& paj3001111 IThlll/ITI 7ro"AI/ITI "'Ot, 11:. T. A.

• Cf, note on vs. 520, supra,
• One would rather have eXf.ected TIp pallT. See note on Lys. SSG.
• Porson, PrlEf. ed, Schole • p. 4a, reads WITTf, as 485, 488, 596.

F.lmsley supposes some scolion to be here alluded to, and woulJ
read, aool/vi '-' TOI TaO' 7rdllTlf;: •.. This was the beginning of a Grl ck
long. It reminds one of Walter t70n der Vo!!elweitie.

• Was er mit mir pflnge, niemer memeu
On·jnde daz wan er uncl ic:k

..------~ ~..



lio2-68a. TH~ BlRDS.

EUEL. I will sell the merchant-vessel, I will procure a mat-
tock, and dig up the urns.

F,pops. But how will they give health to them, which
dwells with the gods?

PISTil. If they be prosperous, is not this great 1good health?
Be well assured that absolutely no one is in good 2 health
w hen he is unpro~perous.

Erors, But how will they ever arrive at old age? for tld'i
dwells in Olympus; or must they die when little children?

PISTil. No, by Jove, but the birds shall add three hundred
years more to them.

Erors. From whom?
PISTil. From whom? from themselves. Do you not know

that the cawing-crow lives five3 generations of men?
EU.:L. Oh my! how much better are these than Jo"c to

reign over us !
1>ISTII. Are they not by much? And in the first place, it is

not requisite that we build them stone temples, or furnish
those with golden gates, but they will dwell under thickets
and little holm-oaks. An olive-tree, again, will be the
temple+ of the august birds; and we shall not go to Delphi
cr to Ammon, and sacrifice there, but we will stand amid the
arbutus and the wild olives with barley and wheat, and pray to
them, holding up our two hands, to grant us some share of
blessings. And these shall immediately be ours, when we
have thrown to them a little wheat.

Cno, 0 you who turn out far the dearest 5 of old men to

Und ein kleinez VogelIin'-
Tandaradei-daz mak wol getriuwen sin.''' Droyser~.

I See note on Lys. 13·l.
t Berg, quotes the following passage from Sophocles' CrelUtJ:

rI..1 a' 07Tl~l.

a:vOUf1&I1,~VO~OIl ~,,8p',ill?! 0; o;'~fir do."fi
"val, 1UVtJS WII, al1ocros, aAA. du J10tTUJI.

I ..The saying quoted by Plutarch (De Or. Def.) from Hesio ..
"as, that the crow Iives fline generations of man." Pelton.

f "The most exalted and divine
Will have an olive for his shrine." Frere.

• This is an example of a somewhat rare usage, what ought h
haye ,,:ppeare~ as a subjective J>r~dic~te, being converted into an
obJ('ctlve attribute, already existing mdependently of thought .or
eundition, Theoc. xvii. 66, O).~II 1t00f! lfVOIO, instead of jj).~lo,
),II'Olo, w Itwl'" Soph. Aj. 691i, W ndv, aAi2fAfll'ItTl;civ'I(la, instead of
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me, from the most hateful ! it is not possible that I can ever
willingly dissent from Jour judgment any more. Elated at
your words, I vow and swear,' if you make a unanimous
compact with me, just, guileless, and sacred, and go ngninst
the gods, entertaining views in harmony with me, that the
J!:odsshall not henceforth for a long time2 use my sceptre.
But whatever it is requisite to effect by strength, for this we
will take our post; whatever, on the other hand, it is requisite
to plan with judgment, nil these depend on you,

Ei-or-s, And in truth, b.r -Iove, it is no longer time for us
to slumber 01' to loiter like Nieias, but we must do something
as quick as possible. In the first place come into my nest,
and my dry twigs, and the sticks which are here, lind tell us
)'Ollr name.

PISTIl. 'Yell, 'tis easy; my name is Pisthetairus,
Erors, And his?
PISTIl. Euelpides from Crius,
Erors. 'Yell, welcome, both of you! 3
PISTil. We accept it.
Erors, Then come in hither!
PISTIl. Let us go! do Jon take and lead us in !
Erors, Come!
PISTil. (starti'l[! hark), nut, bless my soul I! retire back

agllin hither I Come, let me sec; tell us, how shall I, lind this
man here, who don't fly, consort with you who do?

ci).i7!';\."Yl"Tot 1/>,;',,/91. See Seidler, Eur, 'fro. 1229. Schafer, lid
A poll. R. p. 193. Herm, Soph. j\j. (iSO. Class. Journ. xvi. p, 3';3
Mu~. Crit, ii. p. H.

I See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § ';3, Ii, obs, 3. .
2 ., Das lIerz Toll Lust bei deinem \Vort geschwellt,

Sei dies mein Drohen, mein Geloben dies:
\Venn du mit mir so verelnt

In unbetruglicb, treu, gerechtsamem Vertrng
Wieler die Getter J{ehst

Mir gleich gesinnt, 80 sullen nicht f!
Die Gotter fiirder lange Frist

Unser Scepter schanden,' D,·oyscll. , I

I "Seid willkommen mir denn beide I" Droysen,
"Well, you're welcome-both of ye," Frere, who adds in a note,
"There is a momentary pause in the invitation, before th~y alII
both included in it."

4 See note on Yesp. 6U i and cf. Pax, 879. Lys. 921, 921
A:"lolic. Fragm, 1.
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EPOI'S. Very well.
PISTil. Consider now how it is reccrded in the fables of

)Esop I about the fox,2 that once upon a time he disastrously
~oined partnership with an eagle.

Erors, Fear nothing, for there is a certain little root, by
the eating3 of which you will both of you become winged.

PISTil. Under these circumstances let us enter. [To tlie
,lage-attendants.] Come now, Xanthias lind Manodorus, take
up our baggage"

ClIO. Hollo you I you I call! you I callI
EpOl'S. Why do you call ?
Cuo. Lead these in with you and give them a good break-

fast; but bring out hither and leave with us the sweet-
strained nightingale, harmonizing with the Muses, that we
may play with her,

1>ISTII. 0 do at any rate accede to them in this, by Jove!
bring forth the little bird from the flowering rush P bring her
out here, by the godil,Gthat we also may see the nightingale.

Eror-s. Well, if it seems good to you, I must do so. My
Procee,? come forth, and show yourself to the strangeraf

PISTil. 0 highly-honoured Jove, how beautiful the little
bird is! how delicate! how fair !9

EUEL. Do you know' that I should like to rumple her
feathers?

PISTH. What a quantity of gold 10 she wears, like a virgin!

J Thelab18 is at present found in Archilochus, ed. Liebel, p. 166.
I njv aAw1TfX' depends (not on lipa, but) on i<1riv AfYO!'f"OV, which

=Ahov<1t. See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 6, cbs. S. The sentence should
have stood, lipa W, ;\IYOI1<1I", W, J; aAw1T1j~, &c., but the order is
altered by anticipatum, as in Nub. IUS. See note on 1270, infra,
and 011 Nlib. I. c.

, See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 5], 9, obs. 2. "Vs. 65i is from the PrlJo-
Ifl$tneus of lEschylus." DrOYSeJl.

4 "Unser Gepack," Droysen. Cf. Ran. 596.
I .. Thee, chantress, oft the woods among,
I woo to hear thy evening song:' MiUon.

• Sec Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 68,37, Ob8. 2.
, Comp, lEsch. Pers. VB. 161, and note on Ran. 40.
• A female performer on the flute (see note on VS. 203) now en-

ters dressed as a bird, and with a bird-mask (6701)covering her face.
• Cf. Equl], 269. - - - .

. I! CQmp. Pax, &7G. 11112, JU)8.·Eq. 1219. K-uger, Hr. Gr. ISl)i
11J-o'bs. 1;-and nose on Thesm.·lO~.· . -..
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EUEL. Me thinks I could even kiss her.
Prsrn, Nay, you unlucky fellow, she has a beak with two

litt!~ F>i!lts.
Eusr .. "'I'll then, by Jo\'e, one ought to peel off the husk!

from her head like an egg, and then kiss her in this wa)".
EpOl'S. Let us s».
1'ISTlI. Do JOu lead U~, pray, and success attend us P

[E.rellnt Epops, Pi.~thetairlls, and E'Jelpiles.]
(;110. 0 thou dear, thou tnwny compnnion.s nightingale,

partner of all my songs, 0 thou den rest of birds ! thou hast
come, hast come, hast appeared bringing to me 1\ pleasing
voico I Come, 0 thou that plnyest the benutifully-soundiug
flute, with the notes of spring, lead off the Anllprests.4 [Tlu!
nig/;:i"goll' gh-es a prelude on the flute.]

l).ARAnAsIs.

Come now, ye men, in nature darlling, like to the race or
[eaves, of little might, figures of clny shadowy feeble tribes,
wingless creatures of ada)". miserable mortal", dream-like
men. ghe Jour attention to us the immortals, thc ever-exist-
i::J, the ethereal, the ageless, ,,110 meditate eternal counsels,
in order that when JOu have heard every thing fromus ac-
eurntclj' about things sublime," the nature of birds, and the

I "Alluding '0 the mouth-band she had on tn assist her ill fluting,
(Ve~r. 1.i82.) which he prO]lOR~S to ship ofr like lin egg-shell,"
(Jr0!l,clI. The allusion is rather to her mask.

I Cf, '·S. 435. sup/a •
..t:.ch}'l. Agam. \'S, 11\ I, ed. Scholer.

,~ U1(l 'TIt.,tUlIati I ,

AKUPlTOS' {3UIlS, qHI.I, TflA'Cl11trlf q,Pltl'"
-JTUV("JTV"t trTtI1fJUa', ti./ACP,UCl.).ij ,,",,01.

,A 'j';';'u pi"".
• "0 lovely sweet companion meet,

From morn to night my sole delight,
My httle, happy, gentle mat!',
You come, you come, 0 IlIcky fate!
Ht'tllll1iog here with new delight,
Tn charm the sight, to charm the sight,

All" charm the ear.
('OIllC then, anew combine
Your notes in hmmony with mint',
;\n.l with a tone beyond compare

, J;<'gill yo ••r HII"l':t'stic air." Frere, ,
, ~ ...·Jld r('("r th .. te.1I1\1' \\):0 wishes fur higher inrolin~tiCli re
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origin of gods ana rivers, of Erebus and Chaos, you Dlay
henceforth bid Prodicus! from me2 go weep, when you know
them accurately

.At first Chaos was, and Night, and dark Erebus, and wide
Tartarus , nor was there earth, or air, or heaven; but first of
all black-winged Night laya a wind-egg+ in the boundless
bosom of Erebus, from which in revolving time sprang the
milch-desired Eros, glitteriug4 as to his back 5 with golden
wings, like to the swift whirlwinds. .And he having coha-
bited with winged nocturnal Chaos in wide Tartarus, hatched
our race, and first led them forth to light. .And previously
the race of immortals was not, till Eros commingled all things.
But when the one was commingled with the other, heaven
earne into being, and ocean, and earth, and the unperish-
able race of all the blessed gods. Thus are we by far the
most ancient of nll gods. Now that we are children of
Eros is clear by many proofs; for we fly, and are present
with lovers," And lovers" have through our influence pl'C·
"ailed upon Dlany beautiful boys near the completion of their

the subject here satirized in the Poet's Comedy, to that valuable
fasciculus of notes appended to Burton's Hampton Lectures, Lect,
ii. p. 260-310. ,

I "Prodicus, in fact, was a modern natural philosopher, and at
that time the fashion at Athens. All those questions on the origin
of things were much discussed by the poets and philosophers."
J)roy,en.

• .. Den Prodicos dann meinthalb hinwiinscht, wo Geheul ist,"
'·01'.

, Hence Darwin, in his Botanic Garden:
"Thus when the egg of ni~hf, on Chaos hurl'd,
Burst. and disclosed the cradle of the world;
First from the gaping shell refulgent sprung,
Immortal Love, his bow celestial strung;-
O'er the wide waste his gaudy wings unfold,
Hearn his soft smiles, and wave his curls of gold;
With silver darts he pierced the kindling frame,
And lit with torc'~ dtville the ever-living flame."

• Vide Schleusner, Lex. in N. T.; IIom. II. iii. 392,
K(ivo~ oy' ill 8aAa,ukt Kalll.vWTlfltr' 'J.•.lXf.tTtrUl
K<i>..>...t 'TO flTi>"f/w" ~C«i,1,.«0''''.

• .. Ac('usativus Rcspcctue," See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 4(i,4. nl'fDo
hllrdy, W. S. p. 117.

• Presents of pretty birds constituted the usual Sifts of lo\-rrs.
: See Kriigl'r, Gr. Gr. , C7, 1. obs. 1.

~ 2



'40 THE BIRDS. 707-12-&

youth,' who bad forsworn such things; the. one by giving a
quail, the other by giving a widgeon, another a goose, another
a Persian 2 bird; and all the greatest blessings to mortals are
from us birds. In the first place, we indicate the seasons of
spring, winter, and autumn: to sow, when the screaming
crane migrates to Libya; and then it tells the ship-master to
hang up his rudder and sleep; and then it tells Orestes to
weave a cloak, lest be should strip people, when shivering
with cold.3 The kite, again, having appeared after this, in-
dicates another season, when it is time to clip the sheep's
vernal fleece. Then the swallow indicates when now it is
fitting to sell the cloak, and purchase some light summer
dress" And we are to you Ammon, Delphi, Dodona, Phoe-
bus Apollo; for you consult the birds first, and then turn
yourselves to every thing,S to commerce, and to gaining a
livelihood, and to marringe ; and you consider all things a bird,
as many as decide about divination. 'Vith you a word is "a
bird;" 6 and you call a sneeze "a bird," a sudden meeting "a
bird," a sound" a bird," a servant" a bird," an ass" a bird."
Are we not manifestly a prophetic Apollo to you? If,7
therefore, you consider us gods, you will be able to use us as 8

I II Noch in der Neige der Tugend," Droysen,
, Cf. vs. 485, supra,
a Vide Eccles. vs, 668, obit: cl1roo;)(rovt7' li{la TWV VVIt:TWV; 670, qv 0'

a>roovp y', aUTO, O';uru. "This clothes-stealer, who is censured by
Aristophanes in other passages also, (infra, VB. 1491. Ach. 1167,)
appears to have been of good family. His father was Timocrateslhis brother Aristoteles, Ue was general about the year 426, anu
later one of the Thirty." Drcgsen,

4 Vide Athen.lib. vi. p. 256, Y., tJ "tV .r, l".i Tii!: ").;"1]1; trpOI: trOO,;;.,
It:a(}ij'1TO, TOV!: rou l'uPQlciov trooa, l>ri Toio; aUrou yovat7& Af>rrt; ).pli",
Uvvl]",1"acwr;. Compare Becker's Charicles, scene xi. excursus i,

• " Denn zucrst steta fragt ihr die Vogelum Rath,
Und nehmet sodann das Geschiift vcr." Droysen,

" Read trpO, n'ipya. Sec Herod. i. 97. Thuc, ii. 40. Cratinus ap,
S.'llOl. ad V cSI>' 1021." PorSOIJ.

• As op.", a so signified an omen. So avis and ale';n Letin.
7 "Here begins the so-called ",allO(1II or trlliyo" which had to be

rr-cite.I in one breath without any concluding catalcxis 50 as to
. '~l.d the reciter; hence the second uame." IJroysm. '!The seriea

of short lines at the end of a Parabasis W..lS to be rcpcatcdwlth tha
IiltIlU.tvold>ility, a~ it: ill. a single breath.' iffYe. ,. . •

• See .Kr..;rcr, vr."G:. § [,7, U, cbs. 1, and. note on pi14t .. 1H-.
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prophets, Muses, breezes,' seasons, winter, summer, moderate
heat t and we will not run away and sit aloft with solemn airs
among the clouds, like 2 Jove, but being present, we will give
to you, to your children, to )'our children's children, health
and wealth, happiness, life, pence, youth, laughter, dances,
feasts, and bird'53 milk; so .hat it shall be your lot to be
wearied by the good things: 4 '0 such n degree shall you all
grow rich.

Muse of the brake, tio, tio, tio, ~io, tio, tio, tiotix,5 of varied
note," with whom, in the glens i nd mountain-tops, tio, tio,
tio, tiotix, sitting on a thick-leaved ash,7 tio, tio, tio, tiotix,

" I bring forth through my tawny tlm, 'It sacred strains of song

~

' to Pan, and majestic dances to the Mountain :Mother,8 tototo-

I tototototototix, whence Phrynichus,9 like a bee, used to feed
. upon the fruit of ambrosial songs, eyer bringing a sweet strain,
I tio, tio, tio, tiotix.

If any of you, spectators, wishes henceforth to pass 10 his
. life amongst the birds, living pleasantly, let him come to us.

(

J

I "Instead of the words ai-pat!:, wra." one ought perbaps to read
(1(.,j,>"a., WPQ.,: otherwise, ill the recapitulation of the great pro-
mises, the pleasures of love will be wanting." D,·oyseli.

I "Jupiter, the cloud-collector, cannot see what is needful for
douds." V088. On W(T7rfP rcai, see notes on Pax, 350, 3G3.

a Vide Athen. lib. ii. r- 57, D., ix, p. 387, D., viii. p. 371, r.. In
the latter passage it is applied to a plant-qo' il7rfP ;'pv.9oJ.; Ai-EtTa.
.,ti>..a.

• "Your only distress, shall be the excess
Of ease and abundance and happiness." Frere.

• "'Ve see here a comic imitation of the Tragic Choruses of
Phrynichus, a poet older than h:schylus, of whom Aristophanes
always speaks with respect, as an improver of music and poetry."
Frere.

• "San~esreiche." Drogsen, This is better than Brunck's "t;er.i-
color," which is scarcely true to nature. Cf, Hesiod, Op, 201.

, "This word fu>..ia, is chosen merely for its similarity in sound
to p~>"ol:." Droysm,

• .. Cybele; she held dances in the mountains, attended alwa~s
by Pan; whence Pindar calls him, •The associate oftl", !/reat mother. "
Droysen.

• See Bentley's Phalaris, pp. 255, 2G!j: in p. 261, all Ihe Phry-
niehuses are enumerated.

It Vide Atben.lib. x'I" 4.58,n., 17ri Toi,; 7I"apOVl7l rvv (lioll C"h·),.flCl.cr. Plato Leg~. vii. p. 806. Shakspeare's All's Well that End.
Well, act iv., • The web of our life is of &mingle;] far", good &'ld
ill together."

l[
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For as many things as are dii>graccful here, being restrained
hv law, all these are honourable with us the birds. For if
here it is disgraceful by law I to beat one's father, this i"
honourable there with us, if one runs to his father and beats
him, and says, "Raise your spur, if you will fight." But j(
any of YOI1 chances to be a. branded runaway, with us he shall
he called the variegated attagen. And If anyone chances to
be a Phrygian, no less than Spintharus.t here he shall be a
tinch,3 of the race of Philemon, And if anyone is a slave,
and a Cm-ian, like Execestides, let him get grandfathers 4

umong us, and his clansmen shall uppear. But if the SOil of
Pisias+ wishes to betray the gates to the disfranchised, let him
become a partridge, the chick of his father , since with us it
is in no wise disgraceful to escape like II partridge.

Thus the swan"," .io, tio, tio, tio, tio, tio, tiotix, exciting nt
the same time a mingled noise with their wings, chanted
Apollo, tio, tio, tio, tiotix, sitting on the banks along the river
l lebrus, tio, tio, tio, tiotix, and through the ethereal cloud
the cry passed, and the spotted 1 animals cowered, and the

I "The penalty inflicted by law was the loss of a hand, or stoning
to death." 1'08.••

• "Of Spintharus and Philemon we know nothing further. It is
certain they were persons of some consequence, as Aristophanes
here casts a suspicion upon them as having been slaves." IJroysen.

• Of A }illch." Greece ¢pvyiAor:. Of the same tribe as the ,"rl)lOI
in Athen, lib. ii. P: 6J, C.

• Compo Han. 418. ""bn!'''r: is also the name of a certain bi.d.
Of There is, therefore a pun upon the expression, besides the lu-
Iicrous inversion of tile order of nature which the literal meaning
implies.' FeU01.. Of Qui Athenis peregrinitatis accusabantur, avos et
tribules nominare debebant, ut appareret, cives ipsos esse." Bothe,
See Liddell's Lex. voc, "vw.

• Of Nothing is known with certainty about either Pisias or tile
act alluded to." Scholiast.

• "Thus the swans in chorus follow,
On the mighty Thracian stream,
Hymning their eternal theme

Praise to Bacchus and AJloho:
The welkin rings with sounding wings,
With songs, and cries, and melodies,
Up to the thunderouslEther ascending," F,.".,.

, There is some error in the text here, whic]l cannot, I fear, h.
tst"uled as a mal-position of the copula. .. Expunge re, and read
f~"GI rei." Bentley.
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tribes of wild beasts, un.l a breathless I calm stilled the waves,
totototototototototix, and all Olympus resounded, nnd astonish-
nent seized the kings,2 and the Olympian Graces and Muses
;lloutcd aloud the strain, tio, tio, tio, tiotix.

There3 is nothing better, or more pleasing, than to get
wings. For example, if any of YOIl spectators were winged,
and then was weary of4 the tragic choruses, because he was
hungry, he might fly away5 and go home and breakfast, and
then, when filled, might fly back again to us. And if any
Pntroclidcs" amongst you wants to go to stool, he need not
exude in his breeches, but might flyaway, and having
fizzled, and having rested, might fly back again. And if
there is any of you, who chances to be adulterous, und then
sees the husband of the woman in the senators' sents,? he
might flutter his wings and fly awny ugain from you, and then,
having debauched her, might return" from thence and take his
seat again, Is it not worth any price to become winged?
since Diitrephes? with only wicker wings was chosen Phylarch,
and then Ilipparch, and then, from being nobody, is exceed-
ingly prosperou8, and is now a tnwny horsc-cock.!" [Re-imler
Pisthetairus II and Euelpides.]

___ " When he speaks,
The air, a chai terd libertiue, is still,
And the mute wonder lurketh in men's ears,
'1'0 steal his sweet and houied sentences."

1Ienry V. act i.
I The 9011s, according to the Hcmr-ric usage,
• See Twining's Notes to Aristotle's Poetic, "01. i. p. 295.
• Compo Acharn. 62.
• .. The scenic representations began early in the morn ill!!, and

lasted throughout the day." LJr0!Jsell. For this remarkable lise of
the aorist, see Harper's Powers of the Greek Tenses, Appendix,
.. The value of t7roi'laa ai'," p, 138. Cf; vs, 1358.

• COI!1P' PI.llt. 84. •• • • • • • ,. _
r .. Ot/r0l: r07rO~ rO/J ~taTI'0v a":'I''''OI: T"'I: {3ov).tvTaIC, "'I: /Cal 0 rOle

'1~{31J1' o1'1{3u:o,," Scholiast, See Liddell's Lex. in voc.
• A pregnant construction. See Herm. Vig. n, 252, d. Ed. Rev.

No. 32, p. 382.
• .. lIe is said to have acquired his wealth from the Manufactory

of willow wicker covers for wine-flasks," Felton. lie acted as IIiP:'
parch about the year 413. See Thuc. vii. 29. lIe is often satirized
by the comedians as a newly enriched parvenu and as an intruder.

10 lie had now become a senator,
u Pisthetairus now return. to the stage in a state of extremef""d

humour, after pllrtakinr of the royal collation. The efl'ecUi c the
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PISTH. So Car Sll good. I. By Jove. I never yet at nny time
8ltw n more laughable affair,

I~(JEL. At what are you laughing?
PISTIl. At your quill-feathers. Do you know 10 what you

are most like ill your feathers P To a goose cheaply! paint-
e.l by eontract,

Et:.:L. And you to a blackbird+ with its sconce plucked in
Lowl-fashion,

PISTIl. We have drawn these similes according to .lEsch),.
Ius 4_" This we suffer not at the hands of others, but from
our own feathers,"

Erors, Come now, what ought we to do?
!)ISTII. In the first place to give some great and illustrious

name to the city; then, after this, to sacrifice to the gods,
EUEL. I think so too.
Eroi-s, Come, let me see, "hat shall the5 name of our

city be?
PISTil. Would )'OU hare us call it L)' this illustrious 6 nan e

taken from Lacedremon, Sparta?

,/I(}t (IS. G54) are ah cady 5N'1l in a pair of 'I'rr promising" wings.
The two old men cannot refrain from lauglullg at each ether's
comical appearance. ..

I ..Dns wnr denn das!" DrOY6ffl. Cf. A:scll. Pro 1)00, ,.OIavrafl'" oli rovrn •.. A colloquial expression = Well, tl,isldll do!" Felton,
• It occurs nearly in the same sen-e in Ran. 105. Cf. note on

Ach. 686, and Liddells Lex. ill vnc, ,;,ri)wo, and tlvnpa~",.
• See Liddell's Lex. voc. tla:"t/J.ov.
• See WallE:r's lines, quoted by Person,

"That eagle's fate and mine are one,
Which on the sl18ft that made him die,

Espied a feather of his 0\\ n
Wherewith he wont to soar so high."

Taken from .lEschylus' J.!y,.mid01I&, Frag. ]23, ed, Dindorf.
• Elmsl. ad Acharn. \'5. 4, reads, 'l-i,,' iew, ri .lp·.i,.;v 1''''0,/ ',raqcr. Ach. 4. Nub. 21,787. Thes.630. Vesp.5H . .lEsch. I'ers, 334

Epichurmus lip. Diog. Laert, iii. 12. Lucian, Tim. c. 45.
• In .lEsch. Theb. 628. Blomfield has altered 'VI' r{3clll';;r U,

rovof, the reading of all the I\ISS. and editions, into .!q roll' ,.'. nut
besides the numerous examples in Aristophnnes, (A," 27], 359,1702.
Thes.23. Acb.336. Plut.960. Nub. 8, ])6, 349, ]870. Fragrn. ill·
cert, 530.) I have also noticed tbe following: Soph, Antig. ]301, .;
~("O.j.,ro~ ~Of. E1. 1336, ,.ij, 07rAqC1TOU TijC1~E. }Esch. Eum. lIa7, (til.
Frana.) ,.wv c.ulwv ,.;'1'0£. Eur. Tro. 36, "'iv a6Aiav rqvof. A "<t
Hippol. 8li6, ]3~8. Oiest, lOi6. Hden. t082. Even in pro~e: r:ato.
Aleuo, P: 92. D., ";'1' 7r ~rp.a:;'v '';V~l.
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};UEL. 0 Hercules I Should I give the name of Sparta to
my city? Assuredly I would not even git:e it to a bedstead:
if I had a. glrth.!

I'15TH. What name, then, shall we give to it ?
EVE I.. Something very grand, from hence, from the clouds

and elevated regions. .
I'15TH. 'Vould JOU "Cloud-cllc1.oo-town ?"2
El'OI'S. Capitnl! capital! For the name you have devised

is altogether beautiful and magnificent.a
Eusr .• Is it this· Cloud-cuckoo-town, where the vast riches

ef Theogenes and all those of jEschines arc ?a
PISTIl. AJc indeed, and Lest of all, the plain of Phlegra,

where the gods outdid the giants in vapouring,"
Euu .. What a. fine city J7 What deity. then, will be pro-

tector of the city? For whom shall we full the peplus ?
PISTil. Why not let Minerva be guardian of the city?8
EUEL. Why, how could a city anJ longer bc well governed,"

I "Etwas von Spart anbinden sollt' Ich meiner Stadt!
Nicht meiner Bettstatt, wenn's noch anders Gurten giebt," '"oss,

Besides being the name of the city, a1rapTll also means a "ope oj
.pM/II"', or b: oom, used for bed-cords, while r:upia is a 9irlll. stouter
than the former, also for a bedstead.

• .. Wolkenkukelheim." D,·oY/i€1I.
• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. ~ st, 3, obs. 7. • Elmsl, ad Acharn. 784.
• .. Theogenes, it seems, and £schines, boasting- of wealth they

did not possess, chose to talk of' their estates in Thrace. ] n the
Iast century, the West Indies was the usual locality assigned to
fabuloll. estates." Frere, "}Eschines is 1I0t the son of Lysanias, the
well-known Socratic writer, but the booster, the smoke, as they called
him, (Vesp. 32l).) the son of Sellus," Drousen, For Theogenes, see
Pax, 912.

• " A III ersten auch
Sind clort die Phegrnfelder, \I 0 die Getter einst
Die Giganten grossprahlhunserisch niederschmetterten,"

. . Dtoy.en.
Who adds in a note, II TIle plain or Phleg: a was sometimes placed
in the cnst, sometimes in the west. but found 110 wltere. Aristophanea
means that the whole story is n boastful fiction invented to glorify
the Olympians." Matthia (t 464) quotes this verse ).waToll ;; TU 4>.,
and explains it as a superlative = cOllll,arati\"e.

r Liddell cites Nub. 2. I.ys. 83, 933. .)'8.108 .... cr. Monk AI--. ftii
• II This is 110 doubt a lOp 10 the Athrllian public." lJrOYI€1'.. ~'t.

tr.igcr, Gr. Gr. § l)4, IJ obs, 3, and S SI, I, cba. 9. Vtill. 213.
• Vide l::Imal. au Me .1257.
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where 11 deity, who is a woman, stl\n,~ with complete armour,
and Clisthenes 1 with a shuttle?

PISTil. Who, then, will command the Pelargicon 2 of our
city?

EPOps. A bird from our company, of the Persian race,
whkh is said every where to be the most terrible, the chicken
01' 1'1ar5.

EUEL. 0 master chicken! how fitted is the god t03 dwell
u1'011rocks!

PISTIl. (to Euelpides). Come now, do JOu go to the air,
and serve the builders; set rubble before them; strip and
temper the mortar; carry up the hod; tumble down from the
ladder;4 station guards; constantly covel' up the fire; take
your rounds bearing the be11,6and sleep there; and send two
heralds, the one to the gods above, the other, again, from above
to men below; and thence, again, to me.

EUEr .. And do you 6 remain here and be hanged for me !
PISTIT. Go, my good fellow, whither I send you; for none

of these things which I mention can 7 be done without :rOll.
[Exit Euelpides.] And I will summon the priest to lead the
procession, in order that I may sacrifice to the new gods.
Boy! boy! bringS the basket and the lustral water,

I Vide Thesmoph. \'S. 23';, and \'S. aN, ¢,>'al r"I'ai"E!:. tllnEJl1i!:
TOU 'pou TP01rOIl, ". T. >..

t .. The principal part of the city fortiflcations, whose garrison
dwelt in the southern wing of the Propyheus, was called the l'ela1":Jic
Fort; Aristophanes makes an untranslateable pun on it, and turns
it into the I:'tork-Fort." Droysen,

S Cf. vs. 610, supra,
• .. And, for the sake of a little varierv, tumble down the ladder."

Felton.
• Compo Lys, 486. Thuc, iv. 13';, and \'S. 1160, infra,
• .. Euelpides is vexed at these orders. and gives utterance to his

vexation by repeating Peisthetairus' last words (1rClp' lpi) in a dif-
ferent sense. ana instead of the IIsII31 form of polite leave-taking,
XaiPf, grumbles out Oipwtl = Devil take 1/0U, ?rap' lpi,/or aliI cat·e."
}'eU(m. .

7 .. The business can't go on without you, any how." Felton.
" Denn ohne dich }.isst nichts von aile dem sich thun." DroV_.

Ct. vs- 342. Pax, 125, lIB. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obi. 3.
• .. Bringe." Droy,en. .. J'orlandum IWci~." lJotlu. CI. r .,rea,

M.e. p, 2~.
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ClIO. I agree, I consent, I join in recommending I tl,at

great and solemn thanksgivings be addressed to the gods ; and
at the same time besides, by way of thanks, to sacrifice a little
sheep. Let the Pythian cry go forth to the god, go forth!
and let Chreris2 accompany with a song. [A raun as flute.
plaller plays a litany.]

PISTIl. (to the mUll). Cease to blow! 0 Hercules! what
iil3 this? By -Iove, I who have seen many strange sights
indeed, have never yet seen this, a raven with n mouth-piece
on.! Priest, Jour office! sacrifice to the new gods.:> [Enter
n priest leading a goat.]

PRIEST. I will do so; but where iii he with the basket?
Pray to bird- Vesta," and to the kite the guardian of the
\:OI\i1C, and to the birds of Olympus, and the birdesses of
Olympus, all and evcry, cock nnd hen,7--

Prs nr, 0 hawk 8 of Sunium l hail, Pelargic king!
PRIEST. --and to the Pythian and Delian swan, and tc

Latona the Ortygian mother," and to goldfinch-Artemis--
I'IS111. No longer Colrenis, but goldfinch-Artemis.
l'RH:ST. --and to flnch-Sabnzius.l? and to ostrich, great

1II0tl\(.'I·of god:! and mcn--

I See Kruger, Gr. Cr. § 56, .'1, obs, 6. The whole of this ode is
said to be a parody on the Pcleus of Sophocles. cr. note on Vesp.
3\6.

I Vide Acharn. 16,866; Pac. 9';1.
a cr. vs. 1495, [nfra, Vcsp. ]83, ]';09.

• .. Beim Himmel, vieles Wnndl'rsamc sah leh schon,
Dcch solchen Mundgurtflotenblaserraben uie l " Droy&en.

I ..Priest, your office:
Perform it! sacrifice to the new deities." Frere,

• Every .1establishment .. had its Yesta, "Ii t'i sial/do." Vide Ovid.
F!lst. vi. 31l0,

.. Stat, iTerra sufi; t'i stando, Vesta vocatur,
Causaque par Graii nominis esse potest,"

, "Und den Olympischen Vogeln und Vogelinnen jedem und je.
der," Droysen. It is scarcely conceivable how the audience could
have sat through what must, to them, have seemed a blasphemous
parody upon the religion of the state i and this, too, following 80
scon upon the outrage to the Ilerma. Foe Ole expression, eomp,
Oem. Cor. Rub init.

• A parody upon the invocation TIoO"1I00J1IovJ1u~pan. Sce Eq, 660.
Fer n.Aapyu:oc see note on VB. 832, 81lpra.

• i. e. mother of quai13, with a play on Ortygia, where she lay in.
It Sabazius was the name of the Phrygian Bacchus, hence the pun
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Cuo. :Mistress Cybele! ostrich, mother of Uleocritus !I
PRIEST. --to give2 to the Cloud-cuekoo-townians health

and safety, to them and to the Chians3--
P1STIJ. I like the Chians alwnya added.
PJUEST. And to the heroes, and birds, and sons of heroes,

to the widgeon, and to the pelican, and to the spoonbill, and
to the bullfinch, and to the heath-cook, and to the peacock,
and to the horned owl, and to the teal, and to the bittcrn, and
to the heron, and to the stormy petrel, and to the black-cap,
and to the tit-mouse-s-

I>JSTIJ. Go to the devil! Stop calling" io! io !"4 To
what sort of n victim, you wretch, are you inviting ospreys
and vultures? Do JOu not sec that one kite could carry this
oft·? Begone from lI!1, both JOu and Jour5 garlands j for I
alone will sacrifice this myself,

PRIEST. Then, again, I must chaunt n second strain, de-
vout and holy, over the lustral water, and call upon the
blessed gods, some single one only, if JOU shall hnre enough
provision] for the present victimsure nothing else but beard
and horns.G

I "Cleocritus was a bad actor ana had legs like a turkey's."
DI"01J8C1l. cr, Ran. H37.

2 cY,JOJ'QI is governed by IVXfl1Of, vs. 865: consequently these lines
shoul·J be given to the Priest, and not to the Chorus, as in Brunck's
edition.

a This is said because the Chiaus were staunch friends to the
Athenians, and in their sacrifices it was usual to pray for the wel-
fare of both. Vide Schol. in Ioc, Aristophanos, however, means
to intimate that their friendship was all moonshine ; as the result
showed, See Thuc, viii, 4. Pisthetairus in his answer refers to th.
Chian wille.

t "lIalte ein mit Beten I wehe mir! t, DroyJtft.
• \'ide .lEschyl. Agam. vs. 1235, cd. Scholef.

• "Then must I commence again,
J n a simple humble strain i
Aud invite the gods anew,
To visit us-but very few-
Or only just a single one,

All z.lone
Jn a quiet pasy way;
Wishmg you may find enollj!h,
Jryou dine with \1S to-day,
Our victim is so poor and thin,
Merely bones, in fact, and skin." Frere.
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PISTIl. L:" us sacrifice and prny to the winged cods, [Entt1'
rI 1'{Jet reciting his poems.] -

POET. "Celebrate, 0 Muse, in the strains of your 1 hymns
tl,e wealthy Cloud-cuckoo-town."

PISTil• From what country is this article? Tell nil', who
lire you?

POET. I am he that sends forth a strain of honey-tongued ~
hymns, a diligent servant of the Muses, us Homer has it.

PISTIl. Do you wear long hair, then, pray, you slave? 3
POET. No; but all we teachers are diligent servants of the

Muses, as Homer has it.
l)ISTII. No wonder you have JOllr coat also holy.4 But,

poet, what the devil's brought+ you here?
POET. I have composed many beautiful odes on your Cloud.

cuckoo-town, both Cyclian," and maidens' odes, and in Si-
monides' style.

PISTIl. When, and how long ago," did you compose these?
PO~:T. Long ago, long ago, indeed, have I been celebrating

this city.
PISTil. Am I not even now celebrating with sacrifices its

tenth 8 day, and have just now given it its name, like a child?
POET. "But vory9 swift is the intelligence of the Muses,

I cr. Pind. 01. viii. 55, 7"tai, XfPO, lpya"iQ/,. Soph. Rex, 1400,
7"olo//ov aIpa 1I"aTp.s,. Plut.33. N!.Ib. 1202,910.

t Vide £schyl. I'. V. 179j II. i. 2~9. For /'TP1JPOC, n. i. 821. It
i$ said to be from the Margites, Movt1uwv OfPU1fWI1 Itai i"lJj3u).oll
''\1/".s).).WI10,.

I .. Slaves were forbidden to wear long hair," Frere. See note all
Plut.79.

• .. Troth, and thy jacket has seen 8ervice too." Cm·ey. "ilTPIJPUI1
jocose vocat, quia erat rl7"PIIP'''O'':' Brunck , See note on Ach. VB.411.

I ..Wie verlicsst <In dich hierher?" Droyse1l. "A jocose pen cr-
sion, instead of ""'lrT'It." Felton: " \V hat the plague has brought
you here Z" Frere. .. By what ill luck came you hither t " Liddell.
Cump. Eq. 902. Nub. 791.

• llcntley's Phalaris, p. 301: "This Cyclia,~ Chorus was the same
with the Ditl'!lramb, as borne of these authors exprcb~IJ say; and
there were three Choruses bel tnginIT to Bacchus, the Kwp",i.I:, the
Tpuy,,",?c.and the K",,).lotj the l.tbt or which had its prize, and its.
judges at the Dionysia, as the other two had. The f.lm.ius Si-
monides wun lvi, of these victories," &c,

f See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § ~l, 17j Ob8. 10.
• Cf. y~. iH. ~1J.J:.rfil•. - \" .. ffd e~t c:e~";m4.'~ DrvllQl. (!t

Pl;..t. 72G, lO\lS. - .. helm. 639 •• So SO}lh:Aj axi 12G6,..:.c rll.rt"1<i ""
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like the glancing speed I of horses. But do thou, 0 father,
founder of JEtna, of the same name with the divine sacrifices,
give t> me whatever by the nod 01 thy head thou willest
readily to give me."2

PISTil. This pest here will give us trouble, unless we shall
give him something and get clear of him. [To the priest.]
You there,3 you at any rate have a buff jerkin lind a coat;
strip and give it to the wise poet! Take the jerkin! You
appear to me to be altogether shivering with cold.

Posr, (putfZ1t:J on the jerkin). This gift the dear l\Iuse
accepts not unwillingly; but learn ill Jour mind a song of
Pindar,

PISTil. The fellow will not take himself off from us.
POET. "For Straton wanders among the Scythian Nomades,

who possesses not a woven garment; but inglorious went the
jerkin without the coat."! Understand what I mean I

l~ISTU. I understand that Jon wish to get the little coat,
[To the priest.] Strip! for I must assist the poet. Take
this here lind depart!

POET. I depart, and I will go now lind compose+ some verses
11,,10 rer!! transient. Diphilus ap. Athen. ii. p. 35, C., WI: ,iO;'I: TIl: d.
l£sch. Prom. 696, l{lo{301J 1r~ia TIl: .1. Theoc, I. I, aov ri; Cf; ibid. vii.
38. JEgch. 'fheb. 976. Weiske, Pleon. Gr. p. 79. Dindorf on Ave-,
]328. J('lf, Gr. Gr. § 659, f. J ischer on l)ht. Crit. ~ ii. Dawes, M.
C., p.552. DorviJIe, Char. p, 220.

I "Like the many-twinkling feet
Of horses fleet." Carey.

I All this is in ridicule of certain mendicatory passages iu Pin-
dar's odes; more especially: that to lliero on the foundation of a
new city. See Donaldson's Pindar, p, 356, 357. cr. Plato, Pheedrus,
p, 236, D. .. Jl'iv niv, tmhi tibi; used ill derision of the Dithyrambic
poets, and Pmdar especially, who used to heap to ....ether these
Dorisrns. Pindar, as the Scholiast remarks, frequently uses Jp.iv,
in petitions. Here the ro('t ridiculously subjoins niv to ipiv, as if
the /tift would benefit Pisthetairus as well." Blaydes.

a Pisthctairus, though entertaining a supreme contempt for poets
lind their trumpery, yet bethinks him that the character of a
~[ecrenas is creditable to a great man. Accordingly he patronizes
the Poet Laureate, but puts In requisition certain articles of npparel
be. )nginl? to the priest ; for, like a true reformer, his first ad of con-
fiscation 13 directed a~ainst the property of the church.

• From Pindar, See Donaldson's Pindar, p. 3J7.
• " Well, I'm going;

And as soon as I A'etto the town, I'll set to work. .
. And 'finhh aomething, in this kind of wal'." F,.-.. .
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in this sty!! upon your city: "0 thou gold-enthroned, cele-
brate the trembling, the chilly, I have come to plains snow-
beaten and having many passages. Huzza!" I

PISTH. Aye, by Jove, but now you've escaped these chills
by getting this little coat. [Exit poet.] By Jove, I never
expected 2 this misfortune, that this fellow would have hear-I
of our city so quickly, [To the priest.] Go round again with
the lustral water!

Pnrssr. Let there be a solemn silence! [Enter a prophet
with a book of oracles.]

PROl'U. Do not sacrifice the goat.
PISTII. Who are you?
Pnorrr. Who? A prophet.
PISTil. Plague take YOll then!
Pnorrr. :My good sir, hold not in contempt what is divine;

for there is an oracle of Bacis3 which expressly alludes to
your Cloud-cuckoo-town.

l'ISTII. Why, how then did you not utter these oracles
before I fouuded this city?

Pnorrr. The god hindered me:'.
l'ISTII. 'Yell, there's nothing like hearing the verses, 4

l)ROl'U. (reads). "But when wolves and hoary crows d\l I'll
in the Same place between S Corinth and Sicyon"-

.. Und kehr' Ieh in meine Stadt zuriick, so dicht' Ich so." Droys"".
"Atque hino djgresstls carmina liec in tlrbem costram componam."
Brunck, Compo \'5. 917.

1 "ThiR is indeed fantastic nonsense. lie does not once name
the deity he calls upon, but throughout natat ill generalibU8. Even
the city he denotes merely by adjectixes;" D,·oyse1I.

J The idiom of hope ill the sense of expect was familiar with the
English not more than a century and half ago. See Shaksp. Hich.
Ill. act iv. sc, 4, "llOpillg the consequence

Will prove as bitter, Hack, and tragical."
Herod. vi, 109, i1v piv VIIV pli UIII'{M>'wptv, ;).1ropoi "'"a urauu', c. 1'.".
'·il'g. JEn. i, 542, .. At sperate Deos rnemores fandi atque nefandi.'
"OVOf7rOTEis rightly also joined with a past tense. See Wolt~ De-
mosth. Leptin. p. 313. Person ad Eurip p. 406, ed. Lips." Dindorf,

, Vide Equit, 123, 1003; Pac. ioro, 1119; cie. de Div.lib. i, Ii I.
• Dernosth, Mid. 1)' 529, 11, oi.e." o~ov aKOl'lU' ai-rv" 1'0.. "01'011.

cr. L~·s. ]35. .lLsch. Choeph. 3;;1. H'-I'm. Vi~. n. 80.
I \ ide II/JIm, vs, 399. In this thet e arc two allusions i to Orncn-,

and to the oracle given to lEsop. Ville 5('1101. in loco and Atllen.
!ib. v. p. 2 J9. A.., 'TO'" 'YAP''Tti 'TIJU.cUTU "'1I"Oa.,{t~;vo ..t lil(rTQXW~ ..-wapi Grit ..
• III';,' .::. 4<"~ orOll 'Ir~tI.;,..""","or' A.a .. ".';. ia'.11 ;, }.,,),o.......O. Ii ""}.oe ..... ,
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PISTil What then, pray, have I to do with Oorinthlnns P!
Pnorrr. Bacis by this hinted at the air.» [Realh.] "Fir!lt

sacrifice to Pandora+ a white-fleeced ram; and whoever comes
first as an interpreter of my verses, to him give a clean gar-
ment and new sandals "--

PISTIl. Arf, the" sandals" also mentioned in it?
PnOPII. Take the book. [Reads.] "Give also a goblet and

fill his hand with entrails."
PISTIl. I~ "give entrails " also mentioned in it?
Pnorrr. Take the book. [Reads.] "And if, 0 divine

YO'Jth,you do this as I command, you shall become an eagle
in the clouds; 4 but if you do not give them, you shall not be
either" turtle-dove, eagle, or wood-peeker."

!)ISTH. Is this also mentioned there?
PROPH. Take the book.
PISTIl. Your oracle, then, is in no wise similar to this

which I copied out for my own u5eG from Apollo's-" But
when nn impostor comes uninvitcd and troubles people who
arc sacrificing and desires to eat entrails, then it behoveth to
beat him between the ribs "--

PHOPH. I believe you're talking nonsense.
PISTil. (pretending tofeel for his papers). Take the book.

--" and spare not at all, neither eagle in the douds, nor if7 he
be Lampon, nor if he be the great Diopithes."

Pnor-n. Is this also mentioned there?
PISTIl. (producing a horse-whip). Take the book. Will

you not get out, with a plague to you? [1nraanes him.]
PROPH. Ah me, unhappy man! [Runs l!jj:]
PISTH. Will you Dot therefore run away elsewhere and

utter oracles? [Enter .1IIeton, laden with mathematical in-
struments, ]

II W~all 1r XOl1Tljaat}ll) ~&O"e ...ai A 'JT(.IUS vii;
l(XEvclr",,, ,h .."'pilla TO'

EL TO ~laolJ KT,;aaro Kopl»fJolJ Kal ~tKII(;)VCX'.

1 See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 48, 3, obs, 8. 2 cr Equit. 1083.
J. The AII-!liver, a significant hint to Pisthetairus. For the in-

.Llhvcs, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 53, I, obs. 4·,and note on Ran. 11m.
• "An ea!lle in the clouds is a quotation from a celebrated oracle

<If Bacis respecting Athens: 'Atl,ell8 Il/,all b« a4 M!ll, above the oth~1'
cities, as the eagl6 il~tlill clouds aUdt'eollil:'l birds.' Bacis was a ccllcctive
Dam~ forold oracles, ~~ IJomer for-Epic poetry." DroP/SClI. '

, See Kruger. Ge (-r.·i 67, 11. obs, 2, and note on Plut, 111+.
• Cr.-Ran. 151. 1 Ct. Pax, t16. -Lys. llOZ;
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MET. I have come to you--
PISTIl. See! 1 here again's another pest! 'Yh4t, in turn,

4at'e ,1/0U come to do? What's the nature of your design ?
What's the purpos<" what the buskin, of your journey ?
. MET. I wish to suney the air for you, and to divide it
rnto plots.

PISTil. By the gods, who of men art thou?
l\h:T. 'Vho I am? l\Ieton,2 whom Greece knows, and

Colonus,
l'IS1II. Tell me, what nrc these things here ?
MET. Measuring rods for the air. For the air, to wit, is ic

il.'rm3 wholly after the manner of nn extinguisher, as far M
may be ; accordingly I, having applied this bent measuring
rod from above, and having inserted a compass t-s-Do )'ou
understand?

PISTIl. I understand it not.
l\IET. --will measure it with a straight measuring rod,

having applied 5 it, that your circle may become four-square;
and in the middle of it there may he a market-place, and that
there may be straight roads leading to it, to the very centre;
and, like those of the sun, it being circular," straight rays 1
may shine from it in e\'ery direction

I Cf. vss. 268, 2i4, 279,287,1123,1311.1463. Ach. 129. Ran. 170.
Thesm.6H. Lys. 353, 736, 1027, 1087. Pax,192. Vesp.820. Elii'
Hippol. liS. Orest.37+. Jph. A., IH;7. Soph .• o\jax, 898. Ant. 155,
386, 626. Dawes, 1\1. C., p. 125• .5':;8.Mus. Crit. i. p. 185.

2 For an account of the cycle of !\feton, see Clinton's Fast. Hell.
p. xviii. 2nd ed. Smith's Diet. Antiq. art. 'Calendar: It as
though he had said," Well known throughout all England, and also
at Cambridge."

.I Nub. 95, '~au6t ~I/?,t:oiio;t aI1GP£~'c oi..~o"OUPU!/Q.!
Al..'YOIITU· CJv.a?,l~Oull.,(nl/, wr i.a"TLU' '7I'UL'YII'P,

Kaa-rll' '7rl/l&. rJp.u~ OUTOS.

" First, you must understand 1Ilat the atmosphere
Is form'd,-in a mauner,-altogether,-partly,
In the fashion of a furnace, or a funnel." Frere,

• Comp, Nub. 178. The \I how passage is purposely made non-
ftusical. .

• This passage, and \'S••S6. wpm, and Thcsm. !142, art) siug ilar dt'o
Il!l(,tions from the rule laid down, Nub. GSV.

6 Sec note on PdX, 769. '
• "Lollg.lt:\'c!lc;! rule uf .t.·l:3ming li~bt J.l~

('f. till f)upi-l. sso,
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l'lSTR. The fellow's a Thales.I-Meton !
MET. What's the matter?
PISTIl. Do JOu know that I love you? Now obey me and

sneak off out of the way!
:\IET. But what is there to fear?
PISTil. As in Lacedremon 2 strangers are driven out, and

very frequent blows are set ngoing throughout the city.
l\IET. Are you distracted by factions?
PISTH. No, by Jove, certainly not.
l\h:T. How then?
PISTil. It is unanimously determined upon to thrash all

the impostors.
MET. Then I would retreat.3
l'1STII. Aye, by Jovc, '!IOU had better, since I don't know

if JOu can 4 be too soon ! for [producing the horsewhip] see!
here they are pressing on close at hand! 5 [ Thrashes !tim.]

MET. Ah me, ill-fated man!
PISTII. Said I not so long since? Will you not begone

elsewhere and measure yourself back? [Exit Meton, and
enter a Commissioner witlt two ballot-boxes under his arm.]

COM. Where are the Proxeni?

1 Vide Nub. 180, ri oijr'lICfivov rov 9a"ijv6avJ£cil:oJ£EV; See Kruger,
Gr. Gr. § 45, 2, obs, 4.

• Vide Thucyd. Jib. i. c. 1H. "£wlJ"aniral, as a verb impersonal,
would be preferable." Seager.

" Wie in Sparta werden hier
Die Fremden vertrieben; etJiche sind bereits entlernt;
Irn Prugelzustand ist die Stadt!" Droysen.

For ana in vs. 1016, see note on Lys. 193.
• Ehnsier reads r' ap' aI', and oioa r' sl, Vide Med. vs.911.
, For Ei av with an optative, see Harper's Powers of the Greek

Tenses, r- 89. Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § 54, 11, obs, 2. Hermann, Eur.
Ale. 48. Stallbaum, Plat. Meno, 1)' 98, n. cr,Nub. 1184.

6 "l\Iu. Perhaps •••• I had best withdraw.
PEISTJI. Why yes, perhaps ••••

But yet I would not answer for it, neither;
Perhaps you may be too late; the blows I mentioned
Are commg-close upon you-there they come!
MET. Oh bless me!

l'EISTIi. Did I not tell you, and give you warning r
Get out, you coxcomb! find out by your geometry
The road you came, and measure It back: you'd best.' Frtrt.

With aVTall understand 7r"'Iyai. cr. Nub. 971, and Kriiier. Gr. Or,•"I3, ODS. 3,
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PIStH. Who is this Sardanapalus P
COli. I have come hither as a commissioner t( your Cloud-

cuckoo-town, having been elected by the bean,
PISTI!. A commissioner? Who sent you hither?
Cox, A sorry diploma 1 of Teleus.
PISTIl. Are you willing, then, to take rour salary and t1\\d

no trouble, but depart?
C(IM. Aye, by the gods: at any rate I wanted to have

stayed at home and sat ill the nssembly ; for certain matter"
have been concerted by me for Pharnaces.t

Prsrrt. Take it and depart; see! here '8 your salary!
[Produces the horseichip. ]

COlI. l\'hat's this?
PISTil. An assembly about Pharnnces. [Thrashes him.]
CO)I. I c811you3 tu wltness that I am struck, who am a

eommiseioner,
PISTil. Will you not be off?4 Will rou 1I0t carry off your

ballot-boxes? [Exit Commissioner.] Is it not shameful?
They arc already sending their commissioners to OUi' city, be-
£OI'eeven sacrifice has been made to tlacgods. [Enter a hawker
ofdecrees, reading select passages from Ids decrees.]

IIA WK. "nut in case a Cloud-cuckoo-townian injure an
Athenian"-

PISTH. What pest,lI again, is this document?

I II {3.{3Xlov appears to be a diploma, hy which he was declared .-0
be an lll'iar:oll'or;." Dindorf. lie wishes to intimate that he COII-
sidere it a sort of banishment, Cf. vs. J68.

t The Athenians wished to draw over the Persian satrap' from the
Lacedeernonian to their own interest. Vide Thucyd. lib. viii. 6.
The diplomacy of this period bears a strong resemblance to that
employed in the years 1807 and 1808 by Napoleon with regard to
British India. See Pottinger's Travels in Bcloochistan and Sin de.
Introduction, p, 3, ed. 1816. '
, 3 "It is not very clear who it is the Commissioner calls to wit-
D(,SS, whether the birds or the public. Perhaps it may be the people
(Of Itis suite." Droysen,

• In the Knil,\'ht., vs. 60, this verb is used in an active scnse ;
Jroao{3" 1'01',1,; pqropa,. Cf. Kruger's Gr. Gr. § 53,7, obs, 'J, anrl vss,
225, 1032, lOH, 1207, 1258. Lys. 878, 1222, 1240. Pax, 1%. Ach.
tss, 86,..

J All thr. fersions I have seen mistranslate this simple sentence,
4S most of them do "5. 1021•. Brunck's version has it, II Quid i,<!IM:
&urum elt mali libelli'" As if ~a ..i!l' TO {3.,3),joll COlIIJ. Le the Greek
fvr A fli/' dOC',lmmt! Ii/no" is ... substantive, as in vs. 992, OJ\). PUt

2 A 2
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IIAWK. I am a hawker of deer ..rA. and have come hitbor to
you to sell some new laws.

PISTil. What is it?1
IIAWK. "Let the Clcud-cuckoo-townim.s use the same mea-

Bures, and weights, lind decrees, as the Olophyxians"2--
1~18TH. (s/lOliing the !chip), But )'OUshall quickly use those

which the Ototyxians ' use.
HAWK. Ho you I what ails JOU?
PISTIl. Will you not carry off your laws? rn show JOu

bitter laws to-dny.! [Thrashes him off the stage.]
Cosr. (returlling). I summon Pisthetairus for the months

Munychion, for an assault.
Prsru. IloIlo JOu! what really? Why, arc you still here?

['Inrashes him '!ff the stnge.]
HAWK. (returning). "But if anyone expel the Archons,

and do not receive them according to the column" 6__

!'ISTII. Ah me, ill-fated man l What, arc you still here?
[Thmshl's him l!ff the slngl'.]

COli. (returni1lg). I'll min you; and I'll lay the damages'
at ten thousand drnchmre,

PISTH. And I'll smash your two ballot-boxes.
Cosr, Do you remember when at eve you dunged against

the eolumn P" [Runs off]
181. cr. \'88.93,1.55,280, 1207. Vesp.1374. Nub. 1286. Ach.15S
Itan, 1209.

I See Hermann, Vi~, n. 2':;.
t Vide Herod. vii. 22; Cramer's Greece, Y01. i, p. 260j Thuc. iiI.

31. For the infinitive, sec note on Ran. W9.
3 "WTOTV(IOl, i, e. oi ·OTOTj.tlOI, the 1IIen of IVails. A ludicrous name

formed from OTOTj,~W. lament. As if the decree ran, " All the Cali-
forninns shall use the same weights as the Greenlonders ;" and
Peisthetairus replied, " But you shall speedily usc the same with
the Groanlanders;" Felton,

• Vide infra, 1468.
I Cf; vs. 774. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § so, 7,obs. 1-3; and for the pre.

position, cf. Pax, 366. Nub. 1180.
d i. e. according to the COli tract engraved upon the stele, " The

~Ti.~ll was the column set up in some public place, on which were
engraved laws, treaties, decrees, and other documents of public
concern." Fellol/. Cr: Ach. i27. IIl'fOd. ii, 11l2. 1S6. Thlle. v, 47, I>G.

7 Dindorf's distinction is-" rpatpulJ ~raxpj, est rnulctam dicere
!!rachmarum, quum 'Y!,ci,~(fO",sit accusarc."

• "So ICGTaTI;\';;" Tw" 'EIC"Taj",v, I~,m. S64, HI' alludes to the cut,.
rl,\e upon the Herm.z, which, according to TbCj'didc~, (~1, ~,\
Wui. Illa;:e in the niyht." Biay:f:, .
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Prsru, Bah 1 Let some one seize him. [ 1 J the priest.,
Hollo you! Will you not stop?

PRIEST. Let us depart from hence as quickly as possible ttl
sacrifice the goat to the gods within. [Exeunt priest and
Pisthetairus.]

Cuo. Henceforth 1 shall all mortals sacrifice to me, the all-
seeing and ruler of all, with votive prayers. FOI·1 view the
whole2 earth and protect the thriving fruits, slaying the race
of animals of all sorts, which,3 lurking in the earth, and sit-
ting upon trees, eat Up4 with all-devouring jaws every fruit
which grows from the bud; and I slay tho e which destroy
sweet-smelling gardens with most hateful ruin; nnd all rep-
tiles and noxious animals, as many as exist, arc utterly de
stroyed with slaughter by my wings.

On this day, in truth, especially it is proclaimed, "If an)
of you kill Diagoras the Mclian, he is to receive a tulent ; and
if nny one kill one of the dead tyrants, he Is to receive a
talent." Therefore we also now wish to make this proclama-
tion here: "If any of you kill Philocrates the Spnrrower.t he
shall receive a talent; but if nny one bring him alive, four;
because he strings the spinks together and sells them at the rate
of seven for the obol; next, because he blows up the thrushes

• "Fortan." D'·OY81!1l.
2 The poets often omit the article here. See vs. 50 l. Plut. 773.

Nub. 206.
a Here Dindorf's last ed. differs much from his Poetee Scenici .

he reads "V~/TvoJ.lf1'OV r;vllat 1ra/,.payo/(,;-tlC ¢ov/Ti~ (j:l.'-IITaI.
4 The construction is most singular and harsh e !:'IPW", 00 (sc,

~ijPEt) tV raflf (:l.oxuiovrfl:), a'vopEai r' i'/lE~';"fva (the author had
~lJpia in his mind 11ere, ortp7rfTa. cr. HOIII. Od, 1Ir. H, ant! Kruger,
Gr. Gr. § 58, 1, obs. 2,) a7rOp,;trICETa. (nccommodated to the Ileare~l
noun, Kruger, § 63, 4. Cf. Soph. EI. (;22. Xen. Mem. i. 4\ 13.
Thuc, iii. 93,) 1raVTa ICap1rOV, &e. See note on vs, 231-, auu cr.
Vesp. 408. 1)llIt. 292. Ran. 455.

II Hasch' Rink all' das Geschmeiss weg,
Das unter feuchter Scholle

Keim und Keimehen in jeder Furche gicrigen Zahns frisst und
serstort,

Das an den Baumchen eingenistet Blatt und Bl.ittchen, nag't und
verzehrt." lJroystR.

Felton's method would require /Cal Oi.,Ojl(lTI, &c. Compo Bruuck's
version, ap- Didot.

• "Formed in imitation of Gentile names, from 11' voii~o" G 3por·
POllio" Pelton. Cf. \"8. H. 'UprG.
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and ignominiously exposes them; I and inserts their feathers in
the nostrils of the blackbirds rt and because in like manner he
seizes the pigeons and keeps them shut up, and compels them
to decoy, fastened in a net." This proclamation we wish to
make: and if any of JOu is keeping birds shut lip in his hall,
we bid him let them go; but if you do not obey, you in your
turn, seized by the birds, and fast bound amongst us, shan
decoy.

Happy is the race of winged birds, who in winter wear no
cloaks; neither on the other hand do the hot, far-shining
beams of heat scorch us; but I dwell in the bosom of the
leaves of the flowery meadows, when the divine grasshopper.t
maddened with the noontide heat of the sun,4 utters its shrill
melody. And I winter in hollow caves, disporting with the
mountain nymphs; and we feed upon the vernal, virgin,
white-growing myrtle-berries, and the garden herbs of the
Graees.s

We wish to say something to the judges G about the victory,
how many good things we will bestow upon them all, if they
adjudge us victors, so that thcy receive gifts far superior to
those of Pnris, For in the first place, whnt 7 every judge
especially desires, Lauriotic ow138 shall never fail you, but

I The Greek is ~ti"vlIIT& Iral A vl'ail'fTflI. See Porson, Adve-s, p,
150. Div. Luc, vi. 48, lal<((l/tf I'ai i{3a9vl'f, "diggcd deep," as our
version well translates it.

t "Weil er den Amseln durch die Nasen ihre eignen Federn
spiesst." D/'oysen.

s Pac. 160. Ilesiod. 'Fpy. Irai 'n«, 580, >ix~ra riTTIE.
• Ct'. Pindur, Pyth. vi. 4, IIv~lIivll'o~ vl'vwv ~'1lJavp;'r:, i. e. !'11J'avpor:

;:1'1'.'" rr"~'l<wv v'I'';;v. Hermann, Vi~. Append. p. 712. Cf. V8.
11!)8. It is a parody on lEsch. Theb. 377, ed. Blomf.

• Vide Catull, Carm. lxi. 21,
" Floridis velut enitens
l\Jyrtus Asi:r ramulis,
Quos lIamadryades Dell!
Lndicrum sibi roscido
Nutriunt humore."

\"us compares Pind, 01. ix, 39.
• i. e. ofthe rival pieces. See Person, AJv.)rs._p. 225.
, For o~, S(!~ Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 58, 2, obs, 7. Viger, p. 2119. It

refd,! to the IIclion contained in the following verse. See note on
Lys. 13t-.

I For Laurium, vide Herod, lib. vii. IH, 'AllI]Vaiola& YEV0I"v,.>J1 XPIJ-
..arwv p,ya).wv lJ T'; I'OIV';, Tn II' rwv IIfTaAAWI' alb. 7TpoaijA9f r~" a ..~
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shall dwell within and make thcir nests in your purses, and
Latch small change. In the next place, in addition to this,
you shall dwell, as it were, in temples; for we will roof your
houses with pediments" And if, when elected to a petty
office, you then wish to filch any thing, we will give into
your hands a swift little hawk, And if you dine any where
we will send you crops, But if you do not adjudge us ,ictvrs,
forge for yourselves circulurf coverings to wear, as the statues
do; for whoever of you has not a covering, whenever you
have on a white cloak, then in this ease shall you especially
give us satisfaction, being dunged upon by all the birds,
[Re-enter Pisth.etairus. ]

PISTil. Our sacrifices, 0 birds, are favourable; but I u-on-
der that no messenger has arrived from the walls, from whom
we might3 hear what is going on there, nut see! here's some
one running, breathing Alpheus ! 4 [FirM messel/ger runs in.]

FIRST 1\\ESS. 'Yhere, where is he? where, where, where
is he? where, where, where is he? where, where is Pisthe-
tairus our Archon?

PISTlI. Here am I !
FIRST MESS. The wall is finished building.
PISTIl. You say well.
Fmsr MESS. It is a most beautiful and most magnificent

work; so that, by reason of the width, Proxenides the Brags-
man 5 and Theogenes might drive two chariots on the lop of
it past each other in opposite" directions, with horses yoked to
them, in size as large as the wooden one.'
Aavpflov.-Cf. Thucyd. lib. ii. 55; vi. 91- Cramer's Greece, vol,
ii, 37S, and Bdckh's Dissertation on the Silver Mines of Laurium,
printed with the translation of his Public Economy of Athens.
Attic coins are meant, stamped with the figure of an owl.

1 There is a play upon the word: liETO!:, beside meaning eagle,was
also an architectural term = &.iTwpa, a pediment.

t Mr. Felton suggests that the glory round the head of Christian
aaints was borrowed from these pagan p1JviaICol_-Asprobably as that
the theology of Harvard College was borrowed from Diagoras the
Melian.

a See Kriiger, Gr. Gr. § S3, 7, obs. 8.
t "Panting like a racer" Frere. The Olympic races took place

near the banks of the Alpheus. Cf. lEsch. Ag. 376, 1809. Cho, ft.
• II Formed from IC6Jl1(o~',as if there were a deme beating that

lIame." Felton. See note on Vesp. 151.
• \rhle Thucyd. lib. i, 93; Herod. i, 179.
r Cfi!led by Lucretius " Equus DuratelU,"lib. i. 477 :
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PIS11I. 0 Hercules!
FIRST :MESS• .And its length is-for I measured it-a hun-

dred cubits"
PISTIl. 0 Neptune! what n length! WllO built it of such

prodigious dimensions?
FIRST :MESS. Birds, no one else; no Egyptian 2 bricklayer,

no stor-e-mason, no carpenter+ was present, but they with
their ow... hands j ( 80 that I wonder. From Libyn there had
come about thirty thousand cranes, who had swallowed clown
stones for the foundation. These the cornrails chiselled with
their bills. And other ten thousand storks were making bricks;
and the lapwings and the other river-fowl bore water from
below into the air.

PISTIl. But who" carried mortar for thcm?
FmST MESS. Herons in 11Ods.
PISTIT. And how Gdid they throw the mortar in?
Fmsr MESS. This, good sir, was contrived even most

cleverly. The geese dipping into it with their feet, as if with
shovels, threw it into the hods,"

PISTH. What, then, could 8 not feet do ?

.. Nee clam durateus Trojanis Pergama partu
Inflammassct equlIs nocturne Grajugenarum."

" Either the Trojan horse, which Duris built, is meant; or a girt
of Charidemus of Coile, which stood upon the Acropolis. Pausan. i,
23." Droysen, "The allusion was the more amusing to the audience,
from the circumstance that a brazen statue of the Trojan horse
stood on the Acropolis, perhaps in full sight of the theatra." Felton.

I See Gaisford, Hephrest, p. 42, 2 Vide Ran. 1406.
• Vide 1 Kinl{s vi. 7, /Ca; (T/pupa /Cal 7Ti>'lKVC /Ca; fl'av lTIC'VO," IT,O''P0l-II

o{,/c ~/covlT9., fV rrjj oi/C,/,Lv ni OilWOOpfit19a& aVTov: LXX. Verso Hence
Heber, in his Palestine,

" No workman steel, no ponderous axes rung ;
Like some tall palm the noiseless fabric sprung."

Oxford Prize Poems, p. 72, ed, 1819.
• .In the 9reek ~Vr&~llplC.. ~~~'. Apost. xxvii. 19. /Cal rv rp;r~

...,lroXflplC rnv 11/c'II'1V roll 11'>'01011'pp,,/;apfY. cr. Lya, vs. 269.
• This is in ridicule of the ted ions minuteness of the questions

put to the messengers in Greek tragedy.
• For this position of the interrogative, cr. VS. }529. Nub. 379,

J082. Equit. 1078.
, Herod. lib. ii, 136, /Collrrjj yap iJ7rlrrV1rf'Ollf'EI: II: ).'PlII/V, 81" "po.

"oiro roj; ,,",,>'ou r~j /cOVT,;, rouTo t111>'>'iyovrLC fiplllTav. See' &lek
a(\ Hcrod. iii. 130. For the construction, cf. Nuh. Dir.

• S/l~ Krligt'r, Gr. Gr. § 69,7, obs, 3.
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Fmar 1'1E1>8. And, by Jove, the ducks, with their aprons 011,
earried bricks; and aloft flew the awallows with the trowel
behind them, like little boys,' and the mortar 2 in their mouths.

PISTIl. 'Vlly, then, should anyone any longer engage hire-
lings? Come, let me see; what then? Who completed the
wood-work of the wall ?

FmST MESS. Pelicans were very clever cnrpenters.s Wl10
with their bills hewed out the gates; and the noise of them
hewing was as in a dock-yard. And now all those parts have
been furnished with gates, and have been bolted.! and are
guarded round about; are vi-ited , are perambulated with
the bell; in cyery direction guards are stationed, and beacons
on the towers. But I will run outS and wash myself; and
do you now manage the rest yourself [Exitfirst messe11ger.]

ClIO. (to Pisth etairus). lIo you! what are JOu doing?
Do you wonder that the wall has been built so soon ?

I)JSTII. Aye, by the gods, do I, fur it is worthy of sconder,
In truth, they appear to me like to falsehoods. But see!
here's a watchman running hither towards'' us as a messenger
from those there, looking daggers! [Enter second messenger.]

SECOXDl\IESS. 011, oh l oh, oh! oh, oh !
PISTIl. What is the matter?
SECOXDl'IEss. 'Ve have suffered most dreadful things! for

just now one of the gods from Jove flew into our air through

I ..Like bricklayers' prentices," Frere. •• Lehrjungen ahulich,"
Droysen.

t .. Something is wanting to make the grammatical construction
of tile sentence complete. As it now stands, there is an My/uletoll."
Felton.

, Droysen joins lipVI~f!: TEKroN!:, bird-carpenters; but lipl"~f(; 7TE:>'·
IIriiVTf!: go together, as dirb» lipv.v, vs. 615; Upl"~' r{>a"1If"OI,vs. 565;
6,1)(i"0!: U(lv,!:. VS. 568 j r{>pvri"o!: lipv." vs. 765 i ~<04)r{>vpjwva, ;'pv.!:, vs.
11HI; after the analogy of aVlj(l ()1I''';T1I(;, rputi, rvv1j, av~pw1ro,
aAa~wv. See Kruger, § 57, 1, obs, 1.

• Vide Eccles. \'8. 362. .. nd"avol sunt pcssuli ferrei, qui poX:>.oi!:
inseruntur: Ba"avoiioOm igitur est, pessulis objicibus claudi, firmiter
c:Iaudi: ir{>oodlElv significat, excubias obire. Hinc l'P00Ei'EOOa&, h. L
circumiri." Dindorf:

• " But I'll step out, just for a moment,
Tl wash my hands.e-You'll settle all the rest." Frere.

• "Doch sieh', da kommt ein Wiichter VOII oben her 7U uns
AI! Bote grlaufen, wilden Watfentanzerblicksl" Droy,m

Ct. note on vesp, 466.
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UIC gates, having escaped the notice of the jackdaws, our
guards who watch by day.

PISTU. Oh he that has perpetrated a dreadful and wicked
deed ! 1 Who of the gods is it?

SECOND MESS. We do not know j hut that lie had wings,
this we do know.

PISTIl. Ought you not then, pray, to have immediately sent
patrol" after him?

SECOXD MESS. Nay, we have sent thirty thousand light-
horse hawks, and everyone marches out that has crooked
talons, kestrel, falcon, vulture, night-hawk.t eagle j and the
air is agitated with rushing and 'whirring wings,4 while the
god is being sought; and he is not f<lroff; but is some where
here by this time. [Exit second messetlger.]

Prsrn, Therefore we must take slings and bows. Advant.e~
hither, every camp-sen-ant! shoot! smite! Let some one
give me a sling!

ClIO.G \Var is begun, war unspeakable, between me and
tile gods. But guard, each of you, the over-clouded air,
which Erebus begot, lest any of the gods pass this way with-
out your knowledge," Look round about, each of you, with
circumspection j for now the sound of the flapping wings8

of the deity high in air is heard close at hand.
I A parody on EliI'. Med. 1091.
I For the nEp'7rO).O', see Hermann's Polito Antiq. § 123.
3 II. xiv. 290, lipv,91 ).'-yvp'; 'VlI).i-yr:IOr;. ijv r' Iv lipft1l1'"

xa).Kica K'K).ijITKOVITIlIw;, tivlpfr; II r:{'l'lvll".
• Seemingly like Virgil's "paled, et lIIII"O." The whole is a parodj

on A"..sch. Thtb. ]55.
• See note on Plut, 1196.
• "The verses which follow belong to a species of songs, wbich

are alluded to in Aristophanes more than once.-They may pro.
perly be called • Watch-songs,' being sung by the watchmen and
soldiers on guard, to keep themselves and their companions awoke
and alei t." Frere.

, .. lIn Kampf. Karnpf beginnt,
Ein unerhurter Kampf
Zwischen den Getter und mir I

Bewacht allzumal
Droben die umwolkete Luft,
Erebos erzeugete Luft,
Duss unbemerkt hie nicht
Ein Gott durch sich bricht," DrOY4tn.

• For 8l~''1r:1rrfplllr;;r: ",eonor:, i, e. 1rrfp,iJlI JII'otJph' .. a' -;!)&~1~.'
See note 011 vs, IC9G
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Pis nr. Ho you! whither, whither, whither are you flying?
Remain still! TIe quiet! Stand there! Stop Jour flight!
~Enter Iris.] Who are you P From what country? You
ought 1 to say from whence in the world JOu arc.

Iurs, I am from the Olympic gods.
PISTil. But what is J0U!' name, ship2 or cap?
Inrs, Swift3Irill.
PISTil. Paralus 4 or Salarninln ?
IRIS. But what is this?
])IS1'II. Will not some falcon ~ fly up and seize upon her?
Ims, Seize upon me? What in the world is this pest?
PISTil. You shall smart for it richly.
IIBS. This affair is absurd,"
PIS ru, Through what gates diu )·ou enter 7 into our walls,

o 1II0::.tnbominnble ?
Inrs, I know not, by .ToV<',through what gates.
PISTil. Did JOu hem' her," how bile feigns ignorance? Did

you apply to the jackdaw-commanders ? Will you not speak ?
lIa ve JOu a passport from the storks ?

IRIS. What's the mischief?
PISTil. Diu you not receive one?

I See note on Thesm. H,
2 Milton's Samson Agonistcs, vs, 710, "But who is this? what

thing of sea or land?" &c.-with Warbnrton's notes on Merry
Wives of Windsor, act iii. ~C. 8 j and Wordsworth's Triad,

.. She comes l=-bebold
That figure, like a ship, with silver sail! .,

cr. vs. 101, 'lIpra, and Vesp, 1509.
a II. ii, 786, TpwO'iv 0' anE;\o, .j;\6E 1rOOiJVfJ10r; wICEa '11"" cr. Od.

xviii. 7.
• The names of the two Athenian sacred triremes, which were

employed as slate vessels for the conveyance of ambassadors, the
recall of commnnders, and n "ariel), of other state business. Their
crews consisted of none but free citizens, and were pai(l high wages,
See Bockh's Publ, Ec, Ath. i. 321. Platner, Athschc Process, i,
1>. 116.

s cr. vs, 1181. The Greek expresses much more than the name
of a bird willI crooked talons (1180). Cf: Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7,
obs.4.

, "Das ist ja lauter dummes Zeug l " Droysen,
, "PEISTII, Whieh of the gates

Did ye enter at, ye jade? How came ye hereI
T RIS, Gates !-I know nothing about your gates, not I." Frw,.

• "Allticipation:' See notes on Nub. IUS. Eccles, 1126.
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Ims. Are you in your right senses ? I
PISTII. And did no bird-commander being present affix Ilia

seal to you?
IRIS. No one, by Jove, affixed it to me, you wretch l.
PISTIl. And then, pray, under these circumstances do you

fly through our foreign cit)' and the atmosphere in silence?
IRIs. Why, by what other way should the gods fly?
PISTil. I know not, by Jove; certainly not by this. And

even now justice is not done you.2 Do you know this, that
you would have been seized and put to death the moat justly
of all Irises, if you met with your deserts?

IRIs. But I am immortal.
PISTII. Yet, notwithstanding, you would have died. For,

in truth, we shall be3 most strangely circumstanced, methinks,
if we rule the rest, while you gods shnll" lead a life ofintem-
perance, and shall not yet discern that you in turn must
obey your superiors. But tell me, whither are you plying
your wings?

IRIS. I? I am flying to men from my father, to bid them
sacrifice to the Olympic gods, and to offer sheep upon the
sacrificial altars," and to fill the streets with the steam of
burnt sacrlfices.v

PISTil. What do you say? To what" gods?
IRIS. To what? 8 to us, the gods in hea ven.
PISTil. Why, are you gods?

I See Hermann on Elmsley's Melt vs, 1098, and note on Pax, 94
I i. e. You ought to have been punished already,

• .. We should be strangely circumstanced indeed,
'Vith the possession of a sovereizn power,
And you, the gods, in no subordination." Frere.

• For the change of mood. sec note all Pluto 330.
S See Liddell's Lex. ill voc, fuxripa.
• .. This and the following verse have in the Greek a thorough

liturgical sound about them, and remind one of certain Greek
oracles, wherein offerings of the kind are commanded." Droysen,
Cf. Equit. 1320. Lys. 189. £sch. 'fhel>. 43. Soph, Col. 1491.l\Ionk,
Ale. 1174.

• See note all Lys. 1178.
B III repeated questions we have the relative forms or.w,; ol71"lr;

I",o;or; &e. See Krii~er, Gr. Gr. § iiI, 17. obs, 3. Strict grammar
therefore would require us to read /l7rO;OI, in this passage. Hut
Dindorf has allowed several other instancE's of'this inaccuracy to keep
their places ill his text. See VS. 608, 8Upra. Nub. 664. Ecclt'I.7tH.
PUt Si7.
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IRIs. Why, who else is god?
PISTH. Birds are gods to men now, to whom they must

sscriflce,' but, by Jove, not to JO\'C 1
IRIs. 0 fool! 2 fool! Do not rouse the dreadful wrath of

the gods, so that justice may not with the mattock+ of Jove
overthrow your whole race with utter destruction,' and a
smoky flame reduce to ashes your body and the circuit of your
house with Lycymnian 5 bolts.

PISTIl. Hear, you there I Cease from your bombast ! Be
quiet 16 Come, let me see! Do you fancy you are scaring
some Lydian or Phrygian 7 by saying this? Do JOU know,
that if Jove8 shall annoy me further, I will reduce to ashes his
palace and the mansion of Amphion 9 with fire-bearing ragle!',
and will send Porphyrions 10 to heaven against him, clad iii
leopard-skins, more than 11 six hundred in number? And
verily once upon a time a single Porphyrion 12 ga\'c him
trouble l And if you shall annoy me in any way, I will turn
up the legs of the messenger first and ravish Iris herself, so
that YOIl wonder Low I, old man as I am, have such vigour,
like three ships' beaks.

I See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 56, 18, obs.3. This construction Ins
arisen in consequence of' the verbal being equivalent in sense tf sa
with an infinitive: ~IIT'OV a;'Toi'C = lEi aVToi·, ~I'li". II ence the
dative of the agent is turned into the accusative ... iEschylus, 1 be-
lieve, says, • Glueklich sein-

Das gilt als Gott den l\Ienschen, und gilt mehr als Gott.''' Drogsen,
• Iris's reply is a melange of bombastic passages from the tragic

poets.
S A parody 011 lEsch. Agam. 526,

Tpolall KaTUUKU\/IlJ.IITa TOU GlKIJ'-PUPOU
A,';. paKD-..>.!I•

• "Accusath'us Prolepticus." See Kruger, Gr. Cr. § ;;7, 4, cbs.
2, and note on Equit, 34.5.

• "tV AIIClJpVIOI' lE, l{'upan EiJP&1f'~OIl, fit1~XO'l TIl: r.:Epallvo(30)'OU'
"WOC." Scholiast;

I cr. Eur. Alcest. 686.
t A parody on Eur. Ale. 615.
• For similar instances of hyperbatou, cf. vs. 419. Pax, :111.

N:tb. 1207,1431. Plut.3(f.).
• From the Niobe of A::schylus, according' to the Scholiast
10 Sec note on \'5. 113.5.
, On the supposed ellipse ofq, sec Berm. Vig. AlIpcnJ. p. ~o~

C;iIlp. Plato, A pol. I" 17, Q. ,
12 Beck observes t h.it Martl,11 has ~he same play on the vord.

Vide Ep. xhi. 73, ,. Nomen 1..1...!tll\aI"j'lzi \ clucns tam .r-al'VlJ tf-t;an-
t:.& 1" 8..<:. (.,f. vs, 6~;:.
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IRIs. Split you,' )'ou wretch, together with your words!
PJSTH. Will you not be off? Will )'OU not quickly? Shoo!

shoo I
Ims, Upon my word,2 my father shall make )'\;"J cease from

your insolence!
PISTIl. Ah me, miserable! Will you not therefore fly else-

where and reduce toashessomcoftheyoungcrones? [E.ritIri.,.]
Cno. \Vc have shut out the gods of the race of .Jo\"C,3l'-O

as no longer to pass through 4 my city, 01' any mortal through-
out the earth any longer to send the smoke of sacrifices to the
gods by this way.

PISTIJ. I fear for the herald who went to men, that he will
net er return ngtlin.s [Enter [Jerald.]

IIER. 0 Pisthetairus ! 0 thou blessed! 0 thou wisest!
o thou most illustrious! 0 thou wisest! 0 thou most sub-
tle! 0 thou thric~ hnppy! 0 give ),our orders! G

I "Curse ye, you wretch, and all your filthy words." Frere.
Compo note on vs. 2, supra.

• Compo Eurip, Ale. 6~. "Poor Iris, in her ragE', unwittingly
makes use of the same sort of phrase with which a young girl /It
Athens would repel, or affect to repel, improper liberties. Pcisthe-
tairus, taking advantage of this, pretends to consider her indigna-
tion as a mere coquettish artifice intended to inveigle and allure
him." Frere.

3 Cf• .IEsch. Thcb, 301. Suppl.631. - -
• On the interchange of numbers in the same sentence, see Kriig'!'r.

Gr. Gr. § 61,2, obs, I. T/va {3porov, is a deflection from the rule
given on VS • .520. cr. Em. Hec. 16h Andr. 1182. Fragm. incert.
188. Soph. Ajax, 998. .IEst.:h. Agam. 674, and vs, 826, supra,
Brunck's version gives it, .. Interdixunus tie alt1plilts," &c. In which
case p;, will be pleonasuc, as it is called, after the verb of forbid-
din!!. See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 67, 12, obs. 3. lIerm. Vig. n. 271.

• .. What has been said of an accusative absolute, which has no
connexion with the proposition, and which is to be explained by
fuod attillet ad, (Brunck, Soph. Rex, 717; Porson, Or. 16-lS,) rests
on inaccurate explanations of the passa~es quoted. Od. A. 27.5,
""Tlra ,,', ti vi :tv,.,,!: 'tp0pPQrUl, it>/! ;rw, is founded on an anacoluthon,
the I'oet having hall ill his mind a"'O'll'f/IWOV, ciluiv,.,. "'AWf." Matthid.
cr. Jelf, § 581, I, § 711,3. Here CllVOV tqn=Ctvw, (as in vs, G.)2,
IIf,.;v AfYOPfVOV = "iyoval'~ and the whole sentence should have ran
oiDIa, fi p,,8',..oTf voqr~qfl 0 "iipv;;' OiX",.lVO!:, &c., but the nominativ;
is removed to the first clause by anticipation. cr. notes on Nub. 11411,
Eccles. 1126, and Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 61, 6, obs, 3. ".lIetlto 'aM
pr4'conem,_ne lIungllam reoortaiur;" Brunck Fer fl, sec Kriiger, •
65, IZ obs. 9.

• • O-nZentium imperl." Brune". .. 0, bid all here 'fin bea,.
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PISTIl. What do j'OU say?
HER. All the people crown and honour you witn this

golden crown for your wisdom.
PISTIl. I accept it. But why do the people thus honour me?
HER. 0 you who have founded a most illustrious city ill

the air! you do not know how great honour Jeu receive
amongst men, and how many lovers of this country you have •
.For before that you founded this city, all men at that time had
n Spartan mania, wore long hair, fasted, were dirty, lived
like Socrates, carried seytnles ; 1 but now, on the other hand,
having turned about, they arc bird-mad, and through pleasure,
do every thing that birds do, imitating them exactly. In the
first place, all of them in the morning used immediately to fly
off' together from their beds to pasture,2 like us; and then
they used to light upon the leaves+ together; and then they
used there to feed upon their decrees. And so manifestly
were they bird-mad, that even the names of birds were im-
posed+ upon many. A:; lame huckster was called "Partridge;"
and Menippus'v name was "Swallow;" ana Opuntius',"
"Ra\'en without an eye;" Philocles'," "Lark;" Theogenes',

ing l " Carey. " Oh! do for sham!', do bld me have done!" Frere.
t. Oh, let me recover my breath." Droysen,

I Ausonius gives the best description [ recollect, Epist. xiii, 23-
27, p, 160, ed, 1623, 2l:mo, Amst.

" Vel Lacedeemoniam scytalen imitare, libelli
Segmina Pergamei tereti circum data ligna
Perpetuo inscribens versu; qui deinde solutus
Non respondentes spatia dedit ordine formas:
Donee consimilis ligui replicetur in orb em.".

For the construction, see note on vs, 365, supra,
• There is a play upon the similarity of VOJ1or:,pastur~, to 1'/.1"1)1:, lat".
S Besides meaning leaves, IN3>..ia also means books, I. e. law-books.

For this categorical use of a ", sec note all Plut. 982.
• Cf. Tryphiodor. \'8. 286. ,
, Here tI!: = our indefinite article Q. See note on Eqult. 1128.

U:s name occurs azain in Arist. Anagvr. Frag. xiv, ed. Dindorf,
• .. He was a h;rsedealer: why ('ailed swallow, I know not."

Dr"Ysm, , ,
t "Mentioned above vs. ]52, He had probably stolen (like II

t'...CIl) some of the public money. Eupolis, in bis 7uwrcli., c:U.
him a ' one-eyed deceiver.''' Droysen.

• Comp. Vi. 281; supra, and Thesm, 1611,
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"Fox· goose; '" Lycurgus',' "Ibis;" Chrerephon's, I "Bat:"
Syracosiu,,',3 " Jay;" and l\lidias was there called" Quail,"
for he was like 4 to a quail rapped upon the head by a quail-
striker. And through their 10\"1,l of birds, they were all in the
habit of singing songs, where some swallow was introduced,
or duck, or some goose, or pigeon, or wings, or some small
portion of a pinion was in it. Such is the state of things
there. But I tell you one thing: more than ten thousand will
come hither from thence in want of pinions and crooked-clawed
ways; so that you have need of pinions from some quarter or
other for the settlers.

PISTII. Then,6 by Jove, it is no longer our business to
stand j but go you as quickly as possible, and fiU the baskets
and all the hampers with wings; and let Manes" bring the
wings out of doors to me, and I will receive those that ap-
pronch," [Exit IIerald.]

ClIO. Any man may soon call our city a populous one.
l'ISTJI. Let8 good fortune only attend it!
ClIO. Love for my city prevails,
PlSTH. (to lIIanes). I bid you bring them quicker.
ClIO. For what advantage is there not in this cit!!, for 8

man to settle in it? Wisdom, Love, ambrosial Graces, and
the cheerful face of gentle-minded Tmnquillity.v

PISTH. (to lIIanes). How lazily YOllwait upon me! Will
you not hasten quicker?

I .. The son of Lycophron, the father of the celebrated orator."
Drouson,

I The well-known" swnrt-faced " friend of Socrates, Cf. vs. 15tH·,
infra, and note 011 Equit. 1069.

3 "A cretic in the second place' reatll:tIPQI(O(1j,p." POI·SOII. Fur
the law which restricted the comedians satiri ..dnA"anyone by name,
see Clinton's Fast, Hell.-This Syraeosius is said to have been the
anther of it ; but as the question is very diflicult to decide, 1 would
refer the reader to the author just mentioned, and to the commen-
tators on IIOl". Epist. I I. i. 1.52.

• See Kroger's Gr. Gr. pars prior, p. 161; and for the game
/JPTuyor:07l"ia,see Liddell's Lex. in '·OC. (1TV'P0r:or.or;.

• To the examples cited on vs. 161, add the above and vss, 1.530,
1688. Thcsrn, i, S. Pax,372. Vesp. 4(j0, 839, S93. Nub. 165, 1801.
Ach.2JS.

• See note on vs . .J23. ' See Kriig-rr, Gr. Gr. § 47, !I.
I For this translatlon, sec KriiA"er~Gr. Gr. § .H, 3, <.00. 1. ct

\'I.'~p.lUI. • ct. 1'1:11.Pyth. VIII. v, G.
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Cno. Let some one bring quickly a basket or wings, And
do you, again, stir him up, beating him in this way! fer be is
exceedingly sluggish, like an ass.

l)lSI'II. Aye, for Manes is lazy.1
Cno. Do you first arrange these wings in order; the

musical ones together, and the prophetic ones, and the JIladnet
ones; and then take care that you discreetly furnish them
with wings, with an eye to each man's character. .

I~IsTn. (to lJ/alles). By tile kestrels, I certainly will 110t
8':y longer keep myself from you, perceiving you to be so
Iazy and sluggish. [Enter Parricide. J

PAR. "'Vould I might become n higli-sonring eagte, so
thnt I might3 fly over the billow of the barren azure sea,"

1)ISTU. The messenger seems to be no lying messenger, for
see I here comes one singing of eagles!

PAR. Heigho ! There is nothing sweeter than to fly, Of
a truth I am fond of the laws among the birds; for I am bird-
mad, and fly, and wish to dwell with you, and long for your
laws.

PISTH. What laws? for the birds' laws ale man}'.
PAR. All; but especially because it is considered becoming

among the birds to strangle and peck one's father.
1)ISTII. And, by Jove,4 we consider it \"Crymanly, too, if

&Ilybeats its father, being n chick.

I "Ja Manes ist ein Faulpelz." Droyse1I.
• "The first sort for SlcallS, and IIigMillgale6, &c.; the second for

raU1l6, engle6, and other birds of omen; the third for cormorants,
gull .•, (J"preY6, &c." Blaydes.

, .. Taken from the (Enomaus of Sophocles, The Parricide comes
through the air upon the mackine ; fur the whole play is now carried
on in the air." D.oysen. The grammatical construction of the sen-
tence is attended with considerable difliculties, inasmuch as .. , ill'
= i,1 order that do not take an optative ill Attic Greek. See
Harper's Powers of the Greek Tenses, p. 12:;, HI. Elmsley 011
Soph, Ajax, 1217. ap. Mus. Crit. i. p. 41H. Matthia, Gr. Gr. § 6201elbs.2. Quart. Hev, No. 60, p. 1i19. 'lrura6.iqv Jllay be considered
as an attracted optatice, i. e. a COII/"IIt/aUon of the preceding optativus
optans; as in Theognis, 885, fip~V" ;XOI 'lro)..,v, '''ypa p.r' aU .....
" .. pOl:Olpl. Ibid. vs. 1119, ii/3ql: pirpov 'XOIPI, ~",pa /1io.. I:WOlp.Iralr';;.,
llr1'of1~fv a'lrovr",v. CaIlim. Fr. 219, n(haiqv, on nivov .i7r07l'v'{.f1aJlf'4I
.. 1160111'11'. Moreover the accumulation of prepositions could hardly
have proceeded from Sophocles.

• II Wby truly ves I we esteem it a point of valour
In a chicken. 'if he clapperclaws the old eock-" Fu",.

~.
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P ..Ut. Indeed I migrated hither on this account, :u:d desirtl
to strangle my father and possess all.

PISTH. But we birds have an ancient law in tl.c tablets cf
the storks, I "'Vhen the father stork shall 11a\'~reared 1:1:1
made'! all the young storks able to fly, the young birds must
in turn support their father."

PAI~. Then, by Jove, 1 should 3 come finely off by coming
here, if 1 must support my father too.

PISTIl. Not at all; 1'01' since, my good sir, you carne
well-disposed, I will furnish )'OU with wings as an orphan
Lir41.4 1 will not give you bad advice, young man, but such
as I myself learnt, when 1 was a child: "Strike5 not your
father," but take" this wing here, and this spur in the other
hand, and imagine that this is a. cock's crest which you have,"
and keep guard, serve in the army, support yourself by
your pay, lct your father Iive :-but since you arc pugnacious,
fly IIway to the towns on the borders" of Thrncc, and fight
there.

PAU. By Bacchus, JOu appear to me to say well, and I
will obey JOll.

PISTil. Then, by Jove, you will have sense. [Exit Parri-
cide, and enter Cinesias singing some of /tis own compositions.]

CIS. "1 fly up, indeed, to Olympus on light pinions, and
flutter from one strain of melody to another"-

PISTil. This article needs a ship-load of wings.
CIS. -"pursuing a new one with fearless mind and body."

In constructions or this kind lk av = Mv TI,. See Kruger, Gr. Gr.
~ ,)1, 13, obs, 11, and note 011 Thesm. 706,

I Vide Soph, Electr. 1058.
I ..Futurum Exactum." This \I8e is confined to the aorist, 01

the subjunctive.
3 See note 011 vs, 788, supra,
• .. The sons or citizens slain were publicly presented with a sui:

or armour," Frere.
• .. The want or harmony in the original verse appears to indicate

the insertion or a formula-e-but again, if we resolve this formula into
it, !WI> component parts, the question and answer, with n consequens
p..use between them, the harmony or the verse is very sensibly Im-
pruved. The formula was part or a series of mora) prohibJtic·~.
taught to children by question and answer," Frer»,

• See Quart. Rev, No. xiv. p, 44-9,
r See Kruger, Gr. Gr .• 67, 3, obs, 7
• See liermann, Vig. n, 19...
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~ISTH. We welcome Cinesias, light as linden-wood. 1 Why
J.> you move round your crooked leg hither in a circle?3

CIN. "I wish to become a bird, the clear-voiced nighti.ignle,"
PISTII. Cease singing, and 3 tell me what you mean.
CIN. I wish to be furnished by you with wings, and fly up

high in air and get from the clouds some new, air-tossed,
and snow-beaten preludes.

PISTH. Why, could one get preludes from the clouds?
CIN. Aye indeed, our profession depends upon them;4 for

our splendid dithyrambs" arc misty, and duskyish, and dark-
gleaming, and high-flown. But you shall soon know by hear-
ing them.

PISTIl. Not J, certainly!
CIN. Aye, by Hercules, you shall; for I will wander through

the whole air for JOu. "Ye formsv of winged, ether-skim-
ming, long-necked bil'us"-

PISTIl. Avast there!
CIN. -" having leapt the sea-course," may I go with the

blasts of the wind"-
PISTIl. By Jove, upon my word I will put a stop to )'our

blasts.

I "Sei uns willkommen Lindenduft Kinesias!" DrOJJsen.
Cf. also Liddell's Lex. in voc. ",,>.i'pu'or. .. According to Athenreus,
he was so tall and thin, that he was obliged to wear stays mode of
linden-wood. To this the epithet ",,>.i'pI"o, refers." Pelton. See
Athenll'us xiii, 1'. 551, D., and Ilergk, Poet. Lyr. Grrec, 1" 850.

• "Cinesias is said to have been lamp. ";,,,>'ovalso refers to his
Cyclic compositions:" ref ton, The whole line is a burlesque upon the
hnguage of tragedy- Sec SOJlh. Aj. 19. Eur. Or. 624.

a For similar usages, sec Eccles. 1I5I. Pax, 454. Vesp, 1208
Nub. 227. Equit. 12.

4 .. Entirrly! Our dithyrambic business absolutely
Depends lIpon them; our most approved commodities,
The dusky, misty, mill ky articles,
With the suitable wings and feathers, are imported
Exclusively from thence. I'll give you n sample,
A thing of my own composing, You shall judge." Frere,

• Comp.Mus. Crit. '"01. ii. p. 71. PIut.490. Vesp. ]262, and \'R.

616, '"pra.
• I have here followed Frere and Droysen, and considered \'5.

)392 as conversational, and the .rpecimen to begin with Ej~w"a. Thu: •
•hould be a full stop at dlpa, and 110 stop at T'(lvao~fipwv.

, .. Beriihrend kaum des Meersaums Schaumes Raum,
Mc.>cht'leh wallen mit Windes Wehen !" D1o)li'~

..• 2
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CIN. -" at one time ascending towards the southern path,
at another time, again, bringing my body near to Boreas,
cutting the harbourless furrow of ether." [Turning to
Pisthetairus, who comes behind him and .flaps him over the
lace 'with !tis wings.] You have contrived a pretty and a
clever joke, old man.

PISTIl. Why, don't you delight in being agitated by
wings?

Cm. In this way have you treated the teacher of the
Cyclic chorus, who am always much fought for by the
tribes ?I

PISTIl. Are you 2 willing, then, also to stay with us and
teach for Leotrophidcs a chorus of flying birds, a Cecropid
tribe?

Cm. It is evident you are laughing at nw.3 Yet certainly
will I not cease, be well assured of this, before I be furnished
with wings and run through the air. [Exit Cinesias, and
enter Informer singing.]

hFORllER. "0 long-winged, dappled swallow.! these are
birds, possessed of nothing', motley-feathered!"

PISTIl. This plague is no slight one which+ is roused. See
here again's some one coming hither warbling I"

I Vide Mus, Crit. Cant. vol. ii. p. 81: "Equippiug the Choruses
was one of the "ElTOtJpYlaL or state burdens. The charge was called
XOP'lYia, and the person who bore it "op'7y6". The different "0l'i/Yta&
were assigned to the different tribes in turns," &c. For 1I'fptpciX'lTOf:,
vide Thesmoph. 318. .

J "'VeIl, we've a little unfledged chorus here,
That Leotrophides hatch'd; poor puny nestlings,
I'll give 'em you for scholars." Frere,
" Du wilkst hie wohl ansassi~ werden un/l einstudir'n
Fur Ll'otro{lhides einen krahenden Vogl'lchor
Yom Kikerikistamm." Droysen;

rirunck makes it, "a chorus of flying birds of the Cecropid tribe."
I have taken Kfl<p. ",. as an apposition to X0l'uv, making Leotrophldes
the Clloregl13. It might, indeed, be translated, "II chorus of flying
birds, the Cecropid tribe of Leotrophirles," per Schema Coloplumium.
for he was of that tribe. Bothe renders It, "a chorus of birth:,
IcoJht as I.eotrophides."

3 Cf. Equit, 330, and note on Pax, 913.
f Vide n:omf. ad Alcrei Fragm. apud Mus. Crit, voi. 1. p. 'SO
, See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 57, 3, obs. 7.
• \'ide Dawes, l1if. Crit. p. 5810.ed. KtdJ.



1'14-1435 THE BIRDS 873

INF. "Thou long-winged. dappled slcallow, again and
again!" I

rISTIJ. He appears to me to be singing the catch upon his
garment, lind seems to stand in need of no few swallows. I

IKF. Who is he that furnishes with wings those that COlM
hither?

PISTIl. See here he is! but you should say wlmt3 you want.
IxF. I want wings, wings.! Do not ask n second time.
l'ISTIJ. Do you intend to fly straight to Pellene ?5
!KF. No, by Jove, but I am an island-summoner and in-

former--
PI STII. 0 blessed thou in thy vocation !G
INF. --and a pettifogger. Therefore I want to get

wings and hurry round the cities round about to summon them.
PISTIl. In what way will you summon more cleverly by

the aid of wings?
INF. 1{ot SO, by .Jove; but, in order that the pirates may

not trouble me, I will return back again from thence with the
cranes, having swallowed down many law-cases in the place
of ballast.

PISTIl. Why, do you follow this occupation? Tell me, do
you inform against the foreigners, young as you are?

Il\F. Why, what must I do? f01'I know not how? to dig.
PISTIl. But, by Jove, there arc other honest occupations,

by which it more justly 8 behoves a man of such an age to
get his living, than to get up law-suits.

I "Hoh! gentle Swallow! I say, my gentle Swallow',
1\Iy gentle Swallow I Ilow often must I call?" Frere.

t Cf. Aristot. Ethic. lib. i. c. vii. ed, Wilko p. 23. II That is, or
the corning of spring; according to the proverb, p.ia Xf~l(i';'v lap 06
""0,17." Felton;

a "Lege 9rov ~ti, xp,j ~irflv." Porstm, xp') never governs a
genitive case in the Attic poets. See Porson, Orest. 659. Miscell,
Crit. p. 22.

• A parody on a line of the Myrmidoll8 al .lEschylus.
• Posidippus ap. Athen. lib. x, p. 414, E.,

x>"a;v'!~ ill 'TPVXfl n.~>"twi';o~.
" Do you mean to fly for flannel to Pallene?" Frere.

1he question is suggested by the ragged state of his dress.
• See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 47. 3, obs, 2.
, Div. Luc, xvi, 3, ITIc&7I'U'V ob« l"xvw, l7l'QlTfiv Ql"X{,vol,QI. For

r 1r&.9-w; see note on Lys, S81.
• Cf. Kruger, Ur, Gr. f 43, ~. cbs.~. For Xpijv, see note Oll

t'1:eem.7i.
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ls'F. :My good sir, do not admonish me, but furnish me
with wings.

PISTil. Indeed I am now furnishing you with wings by
my words.

Ixr, Why, how could JOu furnish a man With .wings Ily
words P

l'ISTH. All are set on the wing by words.
INF. All?
PISTH. Have you not heard, when fathers constantly talk

co the youths ill the barbers' shops I in this wisc, "Diitrephes
has set my son on the wing dreadfully by his words, so as to
drive horses," And some other one says that his son has been
set on the wing for tragedy, and become flighty in his mind.

Jxr, Then are they furnished with wings by words?
PISTil. Even so: for under the influence of words, both

the mind is excited and the man is elated. Thus I wish to
set you also on the wing by good words, and turn you to a
legitimate occupation.

INF. But I am not willing.
PISTIl. What, then, will you do?
INF. I will not shamc2 my race. The profession 3 of an

informer is that of my grandfather. Come, furnish me with
swift and light wings, of hawk or kestrel, that when I have
summoned the foreigners and then brought a charge against
them here, I may then fly back! again yonder.

PISTH. I understand r" this is what you mean; that the
foreigner may be condemned here, before he arrive.

INF. (delighted and ruhbin9lti~ hands). You understand
it thoroughly.

1 Vide Pluto 338, folIo, cr, Nub. 1220.
• "Seit vielen Geschlechtern sykophantet unser Haus." Dro!l,en.

Comp. Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 50, 11.
• See note on vs. 536, and to the examples there cited add LTs.

660. Equit.392. Vesp.606.
• " Yes, that's well;
I understand ye, I think; your method is
To be beforehand with 'em r Your defendant,
You get him cast for non-appearance, heh!
Before he can arrive; and finish him
J n his absence, heh r" Frere •

•!"~&.;,means Atlll'1l8, and is to be taken with 1l,~;,.:V' a~ 1)Ol'Cfll
rightl y constru ..~ ,~
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l)lSTH. And then IlC sails hither, while you, again, fly

yonder to seize his goods,
INF. Thou hast it all. One must differ in no wise from

a top.
PISTH. I understand a top. 'VeIl now, by Jove, I have

such a. capital set of Corcyrrean wings.' [Produces the horse-
u·hip.]

Ixr, Ah me, miserable! you have got n whip.
l'ISTII. Nay, a pair of wings, with which I will make J'ou

to-day spin like a top. [Beats him.]
INF. Ah me, miserable!
PISTIl. Will you not flyaway from hence? Will you not

vanish, the devil take you ?2 You shall soon have a bitter
view of your justice-twisting rascality! [Flogs him Q/f tlte
stage.] Let us collect the wings and depart.

ClIO. 1\Iany novel things, indeed, and wondrous have we
flown to, and strange things have we seen! For there is a
tree3 which grows out of the way, remote from couruge.! a
Cleonymus, of no use, but besides,b cowardly and big. This
during spring always buds and-lays informations, but ill
winter, again, sheds-its shield. Again, there is a region,
nigh to darkness itself, afar off ill the solitude of lamps, where •
men take breakfast with and consort with the heroes, except
in the evening. Then it were no longer safe to meet with them.
For if any mortal were to meet with the hero Orestes by
night, he would be stripped," being struck by him in all the

I Corcyra was famous for the manufactory of stout whips with
ivory handles. Compare also TIllie. iv. 47.

I SH' Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 53, 7, obs. 9, and note on Thesm. 8i9.
• "They describe Cleonj mus the sycophant and shield-dropper

a~ a strallge tree." Felton, He had made himself very busy in the
affair of the Hcrma;

• There is a play 011 these words: if we keep to the idea of tree,
it will be "remote from Cardia;" See Cramer's Greece, vol, i, p. 326.

S .. ".Anwr: If, iibrigens aber, smpius invenitur, Ariat. l'lut.975."
Hermann; Compo Toup, Long. Subl. VIJ. i,

• Vidt> Alexis up. Athen. lib vi. p. 227, E.,
-Oo-TIS ci,),oparfl1rTWXOr WI! U.jfOll 1ro:\/t
ci~opo6JLE./lo~;n Tci~~a ,!"pd~",:OiiT' ti"lI'o~rj
1"l1r "VI(TO~ OUTO~ TOU~ U1faI1TWJIITUr TOUr

'Yuf'IIour ll1rallTar.
On tee emission of Jiv in VSI. 1488, 1492, whereby the result ia re-
rresented as certain, see Krucer, Gr. Gr .• 54, IQ.O~I. J, and t sa,
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noble parts. [Enter Prometheus, JtII!flledvp and corered ,pitll
an umbrella.]

Pnox, Ah me, miserable! 1fear th at Jove will sec me.l
Where is Pisthetairus P

l'ISTIT. Ha I What's this? 2 What's the meaning of the
muffling up?

Pnosr. Do you sec any of the gods here behind me?
PISTIl. No, by JOH', not I; but who arc you ?
1'1:0)[. What time of day, then, is it ?
l'ISTII. What time ?-a little past noon. But who arc JO'..1 ?
Pnosr, Evening, or beyond?
P1STJJ. Ah me! how I abominate you!
Pnosr, Why, what is Jove doing P" Is he clearing off the

clouds, 01' collecting them?
PISTil. Plague take yon!
1'1:0;\[, Under these circumstances 4 I will unmufHe myself.

[ Uncovers. ]
PISTil. 0 dear Prometheus!
1'110;\[. Stop! stop! Don't shout,
l'ISTJI. 'Yhy, what's the matter?
I'nosr. Be silent! Do not call out Illy name! for if JOl"e

slmll sec me here he will destroy me. But in order that 5 I may
tell JOu all that is going on above, take and hold this my
umbrella over me overhead, so that the gods llIay not see me!

PISTIl. Ha I lIn! JOu have devised it well and with fore-
thought," [lIolds the umbrella.] Get under quickly now,
and then speak with confluence!

I'uosr. Hear then, pray I
PIS rn. Speak, for I am listening F
Puoar, Jo\'e is ruined.

10, obs. 5. For Orestes, see note on vs. 712, Cf. \"9 497, and Ae~••
nes, For ;;p~J,see Kruger, lir, Gr. 2d p:n t, § 21.

I See note on Equit, 112, anrl KIII:{er, (if. (ir. § 54, 8, obs, 11.
After verbs of ta!.;,,!! care, !luarciill!l, &1.'" V7fb" p,j = that=-not, Cr.
V(sl" HI, 155.

t SCIl note on vs, 859, supra;
• 7.ells here means the sky. cr. Ach. 138,
t See note on Plut 806.
• See note 011 Lys. 1243.
• .. Das hast du kostlich prornetheiseh ausgeheckt," lJI'~lr~,

I'Clmp. £sch, Prom. 86.
r Sec Kruger, Gr. Gr t 47, 4, obs. a.



16l' -1639. THE BIRDS. 377
PISTIl. About what time 1 was he ruined?
PRQ)r. Since what timp.you colonized the air. For no man

any longer sacrifices tu the gods at all, nor has the steam from
thighs ascended to us from that time. nut, as at the Thcs-
mophoria.t WI' fast without sacrifices; while the barbarian
gods, famished with hunger, squeaking like the Illyrians,3 liar
they will march 'Ia;ain<;tJove from auo\"e,4if he will not suffer
the ports to be opened, so that the cut-up entrails micht be
• ]5 '"rmportec •

!'ISTJI. 'Yhy, arc there any other barbarian gods beyond you?
Pnon, A.'1e, for nrc them not barbarians, whence Execes-

tides G has his paternal Apollo?
rISTIl. But what is the name of these barbarian gods?
Pnox. What their name is? TribalJi.7
rISTJI. I understand: then that's where" You be hanged"

came fI"Om.8
PRO)[. Most certainly. nut one thing I tell you plainly.

Ambassudors will come hither from Jove and from the Tri-
balli beyond 9 about a truce; but do you not mnko peace with
them, unless Jove deliver up the sceptre to the birds again,
ana give you Basileia 10 to have as your wife.

PISTil. Who is llasileia ?
PRO)I. A most beautiful damsel, who manages Jove's

thunderbolts, and the other things every one,'! good counsel,

I Vide Dawes, xr, C. p. sro, ed. Kidd. lIermann, Vig. n, 37.
Pax, 366.

, Cf. Thesmoph. 983. I Compo lIerod. iv. IS3.
• .. Von Norden herab," Dropsen,
• The use of the optative after the future tense is owing to this,

that Prometheus is reporting the tlwuqMs of others, and not giving
any opinion of his own. Cf. note on Han. 2~.

• See note on ve. 1I. An Athenian, to prove that he was a true-
horn citizen, was oblig-ed to show that Apolio was his 1I"aTp,jjor:~fOC•
.. Execestides, therefore, being in fact II fm-cigller, could not bring
forward a claim to Apolio as hi, tutelary god; his 7Tarp,jjoc ~fO'
therefore is a barbarian like himself." Bi unck; Compo vs, 300.

• These were IIMcesian tribe. See Cramer's Greece, vol. i. P: 281\.
• A verbal pun: .. Triballi are they? Then that's where tritn'la.

lion carne from."
• '" Aus Norden," DroY3Cll.
•• i. e. the 8upriimaC1J of' Greece, the real object of the ':rar. }'~r

'XliV, see Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 55,3, obs. 20, and obs. 21.
11 Ccmp- Eq. 845. Pax, 106. Plut. Ill, 20f.
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~ood government, moderation, the dock-yards, railing,' d.e
pay-clerk, the three obols.s

PISTIl. Then she manages all things for him.
PROM. Even so. Whom if3 you receive from him, JOu

have all. On this account I have come hither, that I might
tell it you; for I have been at all times well-disposed to men,

Prsrrr, Ayc; for through you alone of the gods do we broil !

our food upon the coals.
Pnosr, And I hate all the goth,S as YOIlknow.
PISTU. Yes, by Jove, JOu were certainly always abomin-

ated byr. the gods.
Pnosr. A \,Cl'y Timon r? but in order that I may run away

back again, bring my umbrella, so that even if Jove should
see me from above, I may appear to be attending on a Ca-
ncphorus.t

PISTIl. Come, take and carry this here camp-stool, [E.l·it
Prometheus. ]

ClIO. Near the Scinpodes there is a certain lake, where

I "Freedom of speech." Frere.
I i, e. the pay ~iven to those who sat as judges at the Helieea,
1 See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § .51,9, obs, 3.

" I tell ye, in having her, you've every thing.
I came down hastily, to say thus rnnch ;
I'm hearty ye know; [stick to principle,
Steady to the human interest.e-ulways was." Frere,

• Vide .lEschyl. P. V. 8. There is also a play on the preceding
V~pW'll'O'e, as if, " Through you we are antln opomorphised]" alluding

10 the fable of his having made man.
S Vide .lEschyl. P. V. 1012,

aTA'; AOj'qJ TOQ'J 1raVTar eXOatfuti 8£fJ&;r.
So Liddell's Lex. ill voc, "Dcorum osor." Brunck, So also

Droysen and Frere. But it is e,,:dent that Pisthetairus, as soon Il!
he has learned all he wanted to know, ceases to be complimentary,
and is in 11 hurry to get rid of him. Moreover the passii e sense is
the proper one for these forms.

, Vide Lysistr, 808, 813. Lucian makes him say 'II'avTCle lipa ,,(op
..ai Bto;'e ..ai av6pwlTol'~ JWIW. "lie was a contemporary of Alclbi-
odes, with whom be continued his intimacy after having secluded
himself from the rest of the world. Antipbanes made him the ~IlIJo
ject of a comedy." Felton.

• "The daughters of highborn Athenians carried the sacriflcial
baskets on their heads at the Panathenaia. The daughters of Metici
b, ~ to nttcn(l on them with a parasol and a camp-stool," !Jrotlert
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ell') unwashed Socrates evokes the dead. There also Pisander I
came, desirous to see a soul which deserted him when alive,
with II. camel-lamb- as a victlm ; whoses throat when he had
cut, he retired, like Ulysses i+ and then from below there
ascended to him, to the throat 5 of the camel, Chrcrcphon, tke
bat.6 [Enter Jo."'eplune,Hercules, and Tribal/us.]

KEPT. See! here's the city of Cloud-cuckoo-town before
our eyes, whither we are going as ambassadors! [Turl/ing
to Triballus.] IIo you! what are you about? Do you wear
your cloak thus on the left side? 7 Will you 110t turn your
garment round to the right in this fashion P [Tribal/us
arranges his cloak more awkwardly than bifore.] What, you
lout! You are n Lrespodias S in your nature. 0 democracy !
whither at length will you bring U8,9 if the gods have elected
this creature? 10

Tma, Will JOu be quiet?
NEPT. Plague take you! for I see that you are by far

I "Pisander seems to have been an object of the poet's peculiar
aversion; in his first political comedy, the Babylollialls, he had been
mentioned, as having ginn occasion to the origin of the war, by his
extortion of compulsory presents from the subject states, an accusa-
tion which is repeated in Lys, 4!J0; again, in Pax, 396, his military
pomp and arrogance are mentioned as objects of extreme disgust
and contempt; and it seems he must have been the commander
described at length in the Epirrhema of the same comedy, most
splendidly capari~oned and foremost in running away. lIe had also
been sti1"mattzed by Eupolis as having been guilty of cowardly con-
duct. ) e seems to be brought in here, in allusion to his want of
military courag-e, as a person whose spirit wanted to be raised, and who
therefore naturally resorted to a place w here spirits were raised."
Frere, Compo Thuc, viii. 65.

• .. A gawk)' camel." Frere, 3 Compo vs. 1543.
• Vide Odyss, xi. 24, &c.
• See Liddell's Lex. in voc, >..aipa. It would seem to be a fanci-

fully coined word.
• Vide Nub. vs. IH, 503; Vesp. 1408; 'l/pI"a, 1296, and note ou

Equit, 1069.
r Vide Theognetus ap, Athen. lib. iii. P: 10., C.,

t1l"lrpil1T1p' 'I'UOft;, i:J 7rOI'IIPf, 'Ypappara'
ci"O"TPQ(POI' 11011 TOI' {3101' ra pip}\la.

• Vide TIllIc)'d. lib. vi. 105 i viii. 56. -
• Attic Future. .. Ludit quasi etiam apud deos sit democratis, ut

ltheniR." Blaydes.
It .. When such a ruffian ;, voted Into an embassy.·' frrr ..
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indeed the most barbarous of all gods. COInenow, Hercules,
what must we do?

I1ERC. You have heard from me, that I wculd fain strangle
the fellow, whoever he is that has walled out the gods.

NEPT. But, my good sir, we have been chosen as ambas-
811<1orsabout a truce. -

Ib:RC. I am twice as much more inclined to strangle him.'
l'ISTIf. (pretending not to see them). Let some one giro me

the cheese-scraper; bring silphium; let some one fetch some
cheese; stir up the coals.

HERC. We three gods 2 greet you.
PISTIl. (without loohill[Jup). Come, scrape the silphium

over them.
HERC. (snfffin[J). What3 meats are these P
PISTIl. Certain birds who rose up against.! the birds of the

democratic party, and have been adjudged guilty.
HERC. Then, pray, do you first scrape silphium over them?
PISTIJ. (pretending to see him now for the first time). 0

welcome, Hercules! What is the matter?
HERO. 'Ve have come on all embassy from the gods about

a dissolution of war.
SERVANT. (running ill from the interior oj the Idtclten).

There is no oil in the cruet.
PISTIl. And yet the bird's-flesh ought to be basted \\ ith oil.
HERC. For we gain no advantage by waging war, nnd you,

if you were friendly with us gods, would+ have rain-water in
your pools," and would always spend halcyon-days," 'Ve
have come with full powers to treat about all these matters.

PISTIl. But we did not at any time first commence war
against you, and ~ now, if you think fit, WI~ are willing to make

I Here the scene changes to a kitchen. Pisthetairus is seen
busily engaged dressing some fowI.

I Alexis ap, Athen. ii, p. 55, A., oi Tpti, Ofl'lrllOvpfll.
I TOU; 0/.:, what animal]
4 Vide fhucyd. Jib. i. 28, In-avltrTljtrav rrj Oil/Ill'_
I See note on Pax 617.
• Gr. TfApa(TlII. Schol. al'1'l Toii lv Toil; ",platr r, Icvpiwr: Of TO 7rTJ";;'O".

trld p'i 11(01' vow/',
, .. Halcyon days are tile supposed seven fair days in winter in

Il'hich the balcyon was accustomed to make his appearance." F~ltOllo
• obt'-Tf. See Rau. 726. Kruger. Gr. Gr. S 69, 63. Neue-.d
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pt'llce, if you be willing to do what isjust, now if ever.' Now
our claims 2 are as follows,-" That Jove restore the sceptre
again to us birds." And if we be reconciled on these terms,
I will invite the ambassadors to breakfast.s

Hsno, This contents me, and I give my vote--
NEPT. What,( YO'Jwretch! You are a fool and a glutton,

Will you deprive your father of his kingdom?
l>ISTlI. Indeed? Will not you gods be more powerful, if

the birds gain the sovereignty below? At present mortals,
being-concealed under the clouds, swear by you falsely, hang-
ing down their heads. But if you have the birds as your
allies, whenever anyone swears by the raven and .Jove, the
raven having- COII\C up without the knowledge of the per-
jurer,S shall fly to him and knock out his e)'c with a stroke.

NEl'T. By Neptune, JOu say this rightly!
IlERe. I think so too.
PISTIl. (turning to 'Tribal/us). W])[It then do you say?
'fum. Thaut's a' vara true !"
PISTil. Do JOIIsee? he also assents. Hear now Jet another

thing! how much good wc will do JOu. If any man, having
"owed a victim to any of the gods, then shuffles, saying," The
gods arc long-suffering,"? and greedily refuses to pay, we will
exact this too.
Soph. Ant. 76J. El.350. Blomf Pers. 6GO. Elmsl. Soph. Col. 367.
Med.43J. Person, Advers. p. HlJ. Pflugk, lIce. 123~. Hermann,
Iph. T. G8.). For the double protasis, ct: Eq. 1I31, and note on
Thesm, 71)9.

I <ind vii". cr. Soph. EI. 411. Ant. 552. Col. 1276. Elms!. ad
Med. 882, 3, snd note OIl 'I'hesm. 21)8.

2 Ccmp, Thuc. iii. 51,.
I .. Fruhstuck." V,·OYS('II. k'a~w is ajuture.
• C(lllll" \'SS. 1569, HHI. Acharn.750. Nub. 1262.
s The genitive depends OIl M6pa. See Kruger, Gr. Gr. § 66, 2,

obs. 2. For the participles, see note on Plut, 69.
• In the original va{3au;aTplii. "Say true." Frere. .. Gleik raul

wir drei," Droysen, i. e. glcicl, ravfen wir drel, tce three pull togtCher •
.. The barbarian god, unable to speak Greek, utters some unintel-
ligible sounds, which Peisthetairus interprets into giving' his con-
sent.' Felton. As he is a northern. deity, I have furnished him with
a flOrt/,ern ilialect, \\ hich is at least as intelligible as the original.
BI'~ides,lwpiaGIII i(Et1f. roil: .<lwpitt1t1., lok'w.

r "Spilterhin Ausfluchte sucht,
Und meint, der Gott kann warten, und aus purem Geiz
Nichts opfert," Dr0Y8e11.

FOI' tt.e nCCI18.,ti\e ,..t1qTiav, sec Kriiger. Gr. Gr. § 4'3; 5, OL,o 4.
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NEPT. Come, let me see; in what way?
PISTil. When this fellow chances to be counting his money,

01' sits in the bath, a kite shall fly down and seize without his
knowledge and carry up to the god the value of two sheep.
[llercules and ~-reptune retire to one side and confer to-
vellter. )

IlERe. I vote to restore the sceptre to them again.
NEPT. Com!', now ask Triballus !
IIERe. (shaking his fist in lti.'face). You TribaIlus! have

you a mind for a beating?
'l'IUB. (threatenin!J him toilll a stick). Ise bray thee yead I

wit'stick.
HERe. He says that we say quite right.
NEl'T. If, in truth,2 this is approved of by you two, I also

agree.
HERC. (turning to Pisthetairus). IIo you! It is deter-

mined to do this respecting the sceptre.
PISTIl. By Jove, there is another thing which I have

called to mind. Juno I give up to Jove, but the damsel
Basileia must be given to me as n. wife.

NEPT. You have no desire for peace. Let us depart home
again. [Tums to go away.]

Prs nr, J am little concerned. [Raising his t,·oice.] Cook,
YOllmust make the sauce sweet.

Hznc, (calchingllteptune hy the arm). My dearest fellow,
Neptune! Whither are you hastening? Shall we wage
war for one woman ?3

NEPT. 'Vhat, then, must we do?
HERe. What? Let us make peace.
NEPT. What, JOu pitiful fellow! Do you not know that YOll

have been imposed upon this long while? Of Il truth YOllare
injuring yourself; for if Jove should die, when JOu have sur-
rendered the sovereignty to these, you will be a beggar; fOJ
yours are all the possessions, as many as Jove leaves at his
death.

l~ISTII. (taking Ilercules aside). An me, miserable! how

I "TRIB. (threatening Mm with Q ,tic!..). Buckel Ick dir so caput
mach ! IIERc. Ihirst du, er sagtJ. er giebt den Stab!" Droy... \
I. Yuw, yaw, goot, goat." Frere. Cl'my. note on Ach. 100.

r cr. vss, 665, 1684. Lys. 167. Em. ] ippol. 507. Elect. 77.
<I The allusion is to Helen and the Troian IV'"
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hs is cheating you! Withdraw this way to me, tlUlt I may tell
you Isomething ! Your uncle is deceiving you, my poor fellow;
for, according to law, you've no claim to your father's property,
not ajot:2 for you are a bastard, and not born in wedlock.s

IImc. I a bastard! What do you mean?
PISTIl. Yes, you, by Jove, since you are the son of a

foreign woman:' or how do you think Minerva could! ever
be an heiress, who is a daughter, if there were brothers born
in wedlock?

HERC. Hut what if my father give me the natural son's
Iuheritance at his death?

1)IS111. The law does not permit him. This Neptune here,
who now excites YOI.:, will be the first toG lay claim to your
father's property, sayin~ that he is a brother born in wedlock.
And Iwill now also reci te to you the law of Solon: "Let not 7
n bastard have the ri~ht of inheritance, if there be children
born in wedlock; but if there should not be children born in
wedlock, let the nearest akin by birth claim the property."

Hsnc, Then have I no claim to my father's property ?
PISTIl. Certainly not, by Jove! nut tell me, did )'o\1r

father ever" introduce you among )'OU\' clansmen ?9
Hznc, lIe certainly did not introduce me. And indeed I

have been wondering at it this long while.
PISTIl. Why, pray, do you gape upwards, Iooking daggers?

But if you side with US,IO I will appoint you sovereign; I will
supply you with bird's milk.

IlERC. Again also" you appear to me to speak justly con-
cerning the damsel, and I deliver her up to you.

I See note on Lys. 1213. • Vide Vesp. vs.•'HI.
I See note on \'8. 471. "Soll'nt Grreci, qure significanter dicere

volunt, iterare per negation em contrarii," Hermann,
• i. e. of Alcmena. Cf. Eccles. 1130.
I For similar constructions, see V58. 355,671, supra, Equit. 1296.

Plut,214. Eccles, 1127. Vesp.1198. Equit.621. Pax, 306, no, 1236.
Soph. El. 615. Herod. ii, 135; vii. 3. TIme. i. 22. Compo Don.
Char. P: 227.

• Componote on vs. 500.
, Vide Soph. Antig. 180, and note 011 Ran. 160.
I For this sense, see Nub. 370, 347, 386, 766, 1061. Ach. 610.

Equit. 869, Thesm, 622. Ran. 62. Plato, Pol. p, 493, D.
• See Hermann, Polit, Antiq. p. 192-194-•
.. ..If you 'U reside and settle amongst us here." Frere. So alu

Dr,1ysen. But this is hardly the meaning of that phrase.
II Ariatophanes, I am persuaded, wrote !raj 1I'aA4&.
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PISTIl. (lu Tiling to ltepfulll'). 'What, then, do you sal?
NEPT. I vote against it.
PISTil. The whole matter rests with Triballus. [Address-

iJlg friballus.] What do JOIl say?
TRIB. I gie oop t' graidly lass an' gurt Basilanau tut' bird.!
HERC. lIe says he gives her up. _
NEI'T. No, by Jove, he does not say he gives her up, un-

less he goes like the swallows.t
Prsrn. Therefore he says he gives her up to the swallows.
NEPT. Do ),011 two now make peace and come to an agree-

ment, and I, since you two are decided, will hold my tongue.
Hsno, (tur1lillg to Pisthetairus). We have decided to con-

cede all the matters you mention. But come yourself with us to
heaven, that you may receive Basileia, and every thing there.

PISTIJ. Then these have been killed in good time for the
marriage-feast,

HERC. 'Vould you, pray, that I remain here and roast these
meats in the mean time, and JOu go?

N EPT. You roast the meats? You exhibit great gluttony.
Will you not go with us ?

II ERC. I should 3 be well disposed of, indeed! [Exit into
the interior of the kitchen.]

PISTIl. Come, let some one give me here a marriage-cloak.!
[Exeunt Pisthetairus, .Neptune, and 'l'riballus.]

ClIO. At Phanre,b nigh to the Clepsydra, there is a knavish

I See note on vs, 1615. "De beautiful gran damsel Basilan me
give up to de fool." Care]; "l\Ie tell you; pretty girl, grand, beauti-
ful queen, give him to birds." Frere. .. Die schon Mamsel und
Zeus Basleien Ick paschol den Vogeln lassen tiber." Droysen, The
words In the text have lit least the advantage of being the living
language of many thousands of her Majesty's subjects, while Mr.
Droysen's German will be sought for In vain "irom Treves to
l\Il'mel."

t Vide Eubulus ap. Athen, lib. xiii. p. 562, C.,
~Ic tjv 0 'Ypcio/,ac ?rJ'.WTOt;,a:,(J~w1rWV cipa
tj ICIJ(Jo?rAaI1TIJl1al: Epw(J V1rO?rTE(JOV;
WI: oMlv ion ?rxtjv XIX ..~oval: 'YpciqJltv,
a).,).,' tjv ci7rElpoC TUiv TP07rWV TwV TOU (JEoii•

.. it-is verse is obscure, and very probably corrupt." /Jroy$et ..
Dindorf in his Poete Scenici had given l3aJi{flJl Wl171'tp, which Felton
translates counless to go /U the BWallol.CJ do, I, e. unless he means he:-
tJ become a bird."

I See note on vs, 788, IUprU. • See Porson, Qpusc. p. 36.
I Phanre itself was a promontory of Chios. Vide Virgo Georg. IL
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race who live by their tongues, who reap, and sow, and gather
ill the vintage, and pluck ripe grapes with their tongues; and
they are barbarians in race, Gorgiases and Philippi; and frow
those Philippi who live by their tongues, the tongue of ViCtiTM
is used to be cut out every where in Attica.l [Enter a mes-
8enger.]

MESS. 0 ye that fare well in every respect, 0 more than
words may tell, 0 thrice happy winged race of birds, receive
your sovereign in his wealthy mansion. For he is approach-
ing,2 such as DO bright-shining star in the gold-gleaming
dome of heaven has shone forth to view; nor h3S3 the far-
shining brilliancy of the rays of the sun blazed forth such, as
is the ineffable beauty of the woman he comeswith, brandish-
ing the thunderbolt, the winged weapon of Jove. And an
\ndescribable odour penetrates to the height 4 of heaven's
vault-a beautiful sight I And gales of incense blow away6
the wreaths of smoke. But see! here he is himself! Come,
it behoves us to commence a sacred, auspicious song of the
goddess Muse. [Enter Pisthetairus and Basileia .gorgeously
apparelled. ]

Cno. Fall back, divide, retire aside, get out of the way,'
fly around the happy man of happy fortune F Oh, ob, what
loveliness! what beauty I 0 thou who hast contracted a mar-
98, .. Rex ipse Pha1l<ZU8." Liv. xxxvi. 43. For the allusion see
notes on Ach. 726, 826; and for CTvICatOIlG't, see notes on Vesp.
US, 296.

1 .. And hence, the custom doth arise,
When beasts are slain in sacrifice,
'Ve sever out the tongue." Frere.

Compo Pax, 1060. 110m. Od. iii. 332... J[o. invaluit, ut;" Brunck,
I .. Er kommt daher, lichtstrahlend wie noch nie ein Stern

Des Himmels goldgestirnten Dom durchleuchtete-" Droysen.
• There is the same abrupt transition in the original from the

oratio obliqua to the oratio recta.
• Height and depth are but relative terms, and {JaBal: is used in-

differently for either.
• Vide lEschyl. P. V. 402, ~fVI'OV yap o1JloV alB,p01: ~aipu 7npoi,

Virg., .. Radit iter liquidum." Milton, P. L. ii. 604,
.. Shave. with level wing the deep."

Comp. Welcker, Syll. Ep. 32.
• A parody on Eur, Tro, 302•

.. Above, below, beside, around,
Let your veering flight be wound." Carey

, .. P"'"tunotllm fllr·tm fausto flenientem omin-." B,.....•.
l! c
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riage most happy for this state I Great, great good fortune
possesses the race of birds through this man. Come, receive
him and his Basileia with wedding songs! and bridal odes.

Once upon a time the Fates, together with the gods,
matched the great ruler of the lofty thrones to Olympian
Juno with such a wedding song. "0 Hymen, 0 Hymeneeus I"
4.nd the blooming Love, with golden 1dngs, guided the
drawn-back reins, the groomsman of tl« nuptials of -Iove
and the happy Juno. " 0 Hymen, 0 Hymeneeus."

PISTil. I am delighted with your hymns, 1 am delighted
with your songs, I admire your words I Come now, celebrate
both the thunder under the earth,2 and the fiery lightning,
and the dreadful bright thunderbolt of Jove himself.

CHO. 0 thou mighty golden blaze of lightning I 0 thou
immortal fiery weapon of Jove I 0 ye thunders under the
earth, loud-sounding, and rain-bringing at the same time,
with which this man now shakes the earth 13 Through YOIl
being possessed of all, he also has Basileia the assessor of
Jove.4 "0 Hymen, 0 Hymeneeus l"

PISTH. Follow now the marriage-train,5 0 all ye winged
tribes of associates I come to the region of Jove and to the
nuptial couch. Stretch forth thy hand, 0 thou blessed one,
and having taken hold of my wings, dance with me; and I
will raise and lift thee up. [Exeunt dancing.]

Cao, Alala! 10 Prean I Huzza I victorious I thou highest
of the gods! [Eeeunt omnes.]

I Vide Catull. Carm.Txi. 12, co XlqJtialia concinens
Voce carmina trernula."

• "The reader may have already observed, that in more than one
instance the poet directs the attention of his audience to the lavish
expenditure of the Choregus. This seems to have been the object
of the following lines, introductory to a new display of theatrical
thunder manufactured upon an improved principle." Frere.

I See Shakspeare Lear, act iii.,
.. You sulphurous and thought-executing fires,
Vaunt courier, to oak-cleaving thunderbolts,
Singe my white head."

•I have here followed Droysen. Brunck translates it, un /U
,~J!!tt_ ,ibi Baaileiam habet Jooie;"

... Folgt dem Hocheeltzuge nach." DrOY'611

END OF VOL. L
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