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A LETTER to a NOBLE LORD, &c.

MY LORD,

H E laft time I had the honour of being in your
l - Lordfhips company, you obferved that you was
utterly at & lofs to what fags many parts of the De-
cliration of Independence publithed by the Philadelphia
Congrefs referred, and that you wifhed they had been
more particularly mentioned, that you might better
judge of the grievances, alledged as fpecial caufes of
the feparation of the Colonies from the other parts of
the Empire. T'his bint from your Lordthip induced
me to attempt a few Strictures upon the Declaration,
Upon my firft reading 1t, I thought there would have
been more policy in leaving the World altogether ig-
hdrant of the motivés to this Rebellion, than in offer-
ing fach falfe and- frivolous reafons in fupport of it and
‘I fatter myfelf, that before I have finithed this letter,
your Lordfhip will be of the fame mind. But I beg leave,
firft to make a few remarks upon its rife and progre's.
I have often heard men, (who I believe were
free from party influence) exprefs their wifhes, that
the claims of the Colonies to an exemption from the
authority of Parliament in impofing 1'axes had been
conceded ; becaufe they had no doubts that America
would have fubmitted in all other cafes; and fo this
unhiappy Rebéllion, which has already proved fatal to
tany hundreds of the Subjeéts of the Empire, and
‘grob’ably will to many thoufands more, might have
eén prevented,
~ The A&s for impofing Duties and Taxes may have
accelerated the Rebellion, and if this could have beers
forefeen, perhaps, it might have been good polity ta
have omitted or deferred them ; but I am of opinion,
- that if ne Taxes or Duties had been laid upon the
Colonies, other pretences would have been found for
v Ba exception
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exception to the authority of Parliament. The body
of the people in the Colonies, 1 know, were ealy and
quiet. They felt no burdens. They were attached, in-
deed, in every Colony to their own particular Confti-
tutions, but the Supremacy of Parliament over the
whole gave them no concern. They had been bappy
under it for an hundred years paft: They feared no
imaginary evils for an hundred years to come. But
there were men in each of the principal Colonies, who
had Independence in view, before any ot thofe Taxes
were laid, or propofed, which have fince been the
oftenfible caufe of refilting the execution of Aéts of
Parliament I hofe men have conduéted the Rebellion
in the feveral flages of it, until they have removed the
conft:tutional powers of Government in each Colony,
and have afiumed to themfclves, with others, a fupreme
authority over the whole. ‘ '
Their defigns of Independence began foen after the
reduétion of Canada, relying upon the future ceffion of
it by reaty. They could have no other pretcnce to a
claim of Indep: ndence, and they made no other at firft,
than what they called the natural rights of mankind, to
" ¢hufe their own forms of (Government, and to change
“them when they pleafe. This, they were foon con-
vinced, would not be fufficient to draw the people from
their attachment to conftitutions under which they had
fo long been eafy and happy : Some grievances, real
or imaginary, were therefore neceflary,  They were fo
far from holding Aéts for laying Duties to be uncontti-
tutional, 2nd, as has been fince alledged, meer nullities,
that in Maflachufet’s Bay the General Aflembly, about
the year 1762, ordered an Action to be brought againft
the Officers of the Cuttoms, for charges made in the
Court of Admiralty, which had caufed a diminution of
the part of forfeitures to the Province, by virtue of what
‘is called the Sugar A&, pafled in the fixth year of
George the Second. Surely they would not deny the
guthority of Parliament to lay the Duty, while they
were {uing for their part of the penalty for the non-pay-
mentof 1., .. | .
' : © Their
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Their firlt attempt, was againft the Courts of Admi<
ralty, which they'pronounced unconftitutional, who'e
judgments, as well asfjur’:ﬂfd}&ion, they endeavourcd to
bring into examen before the Courts of Comnion Law,
and a Jury chofn from among the people: Abour the
fame time, aflrong oppofition was formed againtt Writs
of Affiftants, granted to the Officers of the Cuftoms by
the Supreme Courts, and this oppofition finally prevailed
in all the Colonies, except two or three, ag:inft, and
in defiance of, an A& of Parliament which required:
the fupreme Courts to grant thefe writs, -

It does not, however, appear that there was any regu-
lar plan formed for attaining to Independence, any fur-
ther than that every frefh incident which could be made
to ferve the purpofe, by alienating the affeétions of the
Colonie- from the Kingd:m, fhould be improved accord-
ingly. One of thefe incidents happened in the year 1764.
This was the A& of Parliament for granting certain’
duties on goods in the Britith Colonies, for the fupport
of Government, &c. At the fame time a propofal
was made in Parliament, to lay a ftamp duty upon cer-
tain writings in the Colonies'; but this was deferred
until the next Seffion, that the Agents cf the Colunies
might notify the feveral Aflemblies in order to their
progofing any way, to them more eligible, for raifinga
fum for the fame purpofe with that intended by a ftamp
duty. The Colony of Maflachufet’s Bay was more
affeCted by the A& for granting duties, than any other
Colony. More molafles, the principal article ‘from
which any duty could arife, was diftilled into fpirits in
that Colcny than in all the reft, The Affembly of
Maffachufet’s Bay, therefore, was the firft that took any’
publick notice of the A&, and the firft which ever took
exception to the right of Parliament to impofe Duties
or Taxes on the Colonies, whilftthey had no reprelen~
tatives in the Houfe of Commons. This they did in a
letter to their Agent in the fummer of 1764, which’
they took care to print and publifh before it was poffi-
ble for him to receive it.  And in this letter they re-
commend to him a pamphlet, wrote by one of their

B3 members,
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members, in which there are propofals for admitting
seprefentatives from the Colonies to fit in the Houfe of
Commons. ) _

1 have this fpecial reafop, my Lord, for taking
notice of this A& of the MaﬂZchufqt’s Aflembly;
that though an American reprefentation is thrown out
as an expedient which mightobviate the obje&ions to
“I’axes upon the Colonies, yet it was only intended to
amufe the authority in England ; and as foon as it was
kaown to have its advocates here, it was renounced by
the Colonies, and even by the Affembly of the Colony
which firft propofed it, as utterly impradicable. In
every ftage of the Revolt, the fame difpofition hasalways
appeared. No precife, unequivocal terms of fubmiﬂion
to the authority of Parliament in any cafe, have ever
been offcred by any Affembly. A conceffion has only
produced a further demand, and ] verily believe if every
thing had been granted fhort of abfolute Independence,
they would not have beea contented ; for this was the
object from the beginning. One of the moft noted
among the American clergy, prophefied eight years
ago, that withineight years from that time, the Colo-
nies would be formed into three diftin& independent
Republics, Northern, Middle and Southern. [ could
give your Lordthip many irrefragable proofs of this dea
termined defign, but I referve them for a future letter,

the {ybje&t of which_fhall be the rife and progrels of

the Rebellion in each of the Colonies.
_ Soon after the intention of raifing monies in Ame-
rica for the purpofe of a revenue was known, the pro-
moters of Independence, and Revolt, fetcled certain
principles of polity, fuch as they thought would be
beft adapted to their purpofe. :

¢¢ The authority of Parliament aver the Colonifts

ceafed upon their leaving the Kingdom. Every degree of -

fubjection is thercfore yoluntary, and ought to continye
. no i’onger than the authority fhall be for the public good.

¢ ltthere had been no exprefs cpmfat_?_' by charters, ot
implied by fubmitting to begoverned under Royal Com-
miffions, the Colonifts would be under no obligations

toacknowledge the King of Great Britain as their Sove-
reign,

7
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reign, and this gbhfrauon muft ceafe when he fhall ce«fg
to perform his part of the conditions of the compa&t.
"< As every Colony, by chartereor by Royaf Com-
miffiops, was conftituted with fpecial leg.{lative powers
to raile moaies by "Taxes, Duties, &c. nqg monies ought-
to be raifed from the inhabitants, by any other powers
than the feveral refpective legiflatures. '

«¢ As the Colonies were -fe;tlcd by encouragement
from, and fome at great expence of, the I\lnsdom, and
prmcnpally for commercnal purpofes, fubjeétion to ne-
ciffary and reafmable AQs for regulating commerce
ought to be fpecially acknowledged. .

P Other Aéts to be fubmitted to, or not, as the ey may,-
or may not, be for the benefit of the (,olomes

Thefe princijles.of Goyerpment in Colonies muft
foon work an Indepcndence.

To carry them to effedt, Confcdemc:es were
formed by the cliicfs of the revolters in each Co-
Jony; and Conventions were held by De]cgates
when judged neceflary: Subjedts for controverly in
.oppofition to Government were fought for in each
of the Colonies, to irritate and inflame the mindg
of the people, and difpole them to revolt : Diffentions
and commotions in any Colony, were cherifhed and
increafed, as iurnifthing proper matter to work upon :
For the fame purpol'g fititious letters were pub-
lifhed, as having been received from England, inform-
ing of the defigns of miniftry, and even of Bills bcmg
beiore the Parliament for introducing into the Colonies

.arbitrary Government, heavy Taxes and other cruel
oppreffions : Every legal meafure for fupprefling illicit
trade was reprefented as illegal and grievous ; and the
people were called upon to refift it : A correfpondence
was carried on with perfons in England, promoters of
the revolt, whofe intelligence and advice from time to
'txme were of great ufe : Perfons in England of fupc-
rior rank and chara&ers, but in oppofition to the.
fures of adminiftration, were courted and decewe b
falfe profeffions ; and the real mtentlons of the nzvo(
ters were conccaleg The (uq‘mlts, riots, cqntempt
B4 ©and
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and defiance of law in England, were urged to encou-
rage and {'uﬂify the like diforders in the Colonics, and
to annihilate the powers of Government there,

Many thoufands of people who were before good and
loyal fubjets, have been deluded, and by degrees in-
duced to rebel againft the beft of Princes, and the
mildeft of Governments.

Governors, and other fervants of the Crown, and
Officers of Government, with fuch as adhered to them,
have been removed and banithed under pretence of their
being the inftruments of promoting minifterial tyranny
and arbitrary power ; and finally the people have fub-
jected themfelves to the moft cruel oppreflions of fifty
or fixty Defpots.

It will caufe greater prolixity to 'analize the
various parts of this Declaraticn, than to recite the
whole. | will therc'ore prefent it to your Lordihip’s
view in diftin€ paragraphs, with my remarks, in order
as the paragraphs are publithed:

' In Congrefs, Fuly 4, 1776.

A Declaration by the Reprefentatives of the United States
of America in Geueral Congrefs affimbled. * ‘
© When in the courfe of human events it becomes meceffary
for one People 1o diffolve the political bands which have con-
nelled them with ancther, and to affume ameng the Powers
of the earth, the fiparate and equal flation to which the
laws of nature and cf nature’s Ged entitle them. a decent
:{r[pr’c‘l to the opinions of mankind' requires that they foould

selare the caufcs which impel them ts the feparatiom.
_ IVe bold thefe truths ts be felf evident—That all men are
ereated cqual, that they are endowed by their Creator with
“certain unalienable rights, that among thefe are life, liberty
.and the purfuit of happinefs, that to fecure thefe rights,
governments are infli'uted among meny deriving their juft
powers from the cinjfent of the giverned; and whenever any
form of government becomes acfirulive of thefe ends, it is
the right of the people to alter or abolifh ity and to inflitute
neto government, laving its foundation on fuch principles,
‘and organizing its powers in fuch form as to them fhall feem
mef likely to effedd their fafety and happinefs. Prx{d:,nc;
indee
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indeed will diflate that governments long effablifbed, fhould
not be chunged for light and tranfient caufes ; and accord-
ingly all experience hath fbewn that mankind are more dif-
pojed to [uffer white evils ave fufferabie, than t1 right
themfelves vy abolifbing the frrms to which they are vecnfz
tomed.  Baut when ¢ ng trazn of abujes and ufurpations
purfuing invariably the fame oljcél, evinces a dcfign ‘to
reduce them under alfolute dejpot:fm, it is their right, it is
their duty to throw off juch government, and to provide
new guards fa(r ‘their future fecurity. g
patient fufferance of thefe Coionies, and fuch is now the

nece[fity which confirains them to alter'thair frrmer [yflems

of Government. The biflory of the prefent King of Great
Britain is a biflory of repeated ivjuries and ufurpations, all
/gavfng its direct objelly the eflublifbment of an abfelute
tyranny over thefe States. To prove thisy, let fails be
Jubmitted to a candid world. ,

' T'hey begin, my Lord, with a filfe hypothefis,
That the Col.nies are one diffiné? peaple, and the king-
dom ancther, connelted by political bands. The Co-
lonies, politically confidered, never were a difliné? pe ple
from thekingdom. There neverhas been but one politi-
¢al band, and that was juft the fime before the firft Colo-
nifts emigrated as it has been ever fince, the Supreme
Legiflative Authority, which hath effential righr, and
is indifpenfably bound t> keep all parts of the Empire
entire, until there may be a fepuration confifleat with
the gencral good of the Empire, of which gcod, from the
nature of governmeut, this authority muft be the folg
judge. I fhould thercfore beimpertinent, if I attempt-
ed to thew in what cafe a whole pesple may be juftificd
in rifing up in oppugnation to the powers of g vern-
ment, altering or abolilhing them, and fubf.tuting,
in whole or in part, new powers ip their flead ; orin
‘what fenfe all men are created equal; or how fur life,
Tiberiy, and the purfuit of happine/s may be faid to bg
unalienable; only I could wilhto ak the Delegates of
Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinzs, how their
‘Conftituents juttify the depriving more than an hun-
dred tiioufand Africans of their Tights to liberty, and
./ ) o * te

uch has been the
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the purfuit of bappinefs, and in fome degree to their
livcsp; it[thcfeqfrigﬁts a{e fo abfolutely una‘l;ienable 3 nor
fhall [ attempt to confute the abfurd notions of govern-
ment, or to expofe the eguivocal or inconclufive expref-
fions contained in this Declaration ; but rather to fhew
the falfe reprefentation made of the fals which are
alledged to %c the evideénce of injuries and ufurpations,
and the fpecial motives to Rebellion. There are many
of them, with defign, left obfcure; for as foon as they
are developed, inftead of juftifying, they rather aggra-
vate the criminality of this Revolt.

The firftin order, He bas refufed bis affent to laws the
moft wholefome and neceffary for the public good; is of fo
general a nature, that it is not poffible to conjeture to
what laws or to what Colonies it refers. 1 remember
no laws which any Colony has been reftrained from
pafling, fo as to caufe any complaint of grievance,
except thofe for iffuing a fraudulent paper-currency,
and making it a legal tender; but this is a reftraint
which for many yeurs paft has been laid on Affemblies
by an a& of Parliament, fince which fuch laws cannot
have been offered to the King for his allowance. 1
therefore believe this to be a general charge, without
any particulars to fupport it; fit enough to be placcd
at the head of a lift of imaginary grievances, '

The laws of England are or cught to be the laws
of its Colonies. T'o prevent a deviation further than
the local circumftances of any Colony may make ne-
cefary, all Colony laws are to be laid before the King;
and if difailowed, they then become of no force.
Rhode-1fland, and Conneéticut, claim by Charters, an
exemption from this rule, and as their laws are never
prefented to the King, they are out of the queftion,
Now if the King is to approve of all laws, or which
is the fame thing, of all which the people judge for the
public good, for we are to prefume they pafs no other,
this referve in all Charters and Commiffions is futile.
‘This charge is flill more inexcufable, becaufe I am
well informed, the difaHowance of Colony laws has
been much more frequent in preceding reigns, than in
the prefent. o
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He bas forbidden bis Governors to pafs laws of imme~

diate and preffing importance, unlefs fufpended in their
operation till pis affent fould be obtained; and when fo
ufpended, be has utterly negleited to attend them,

" “Laws, my Lord, are in force'in the Colonies, as
foon as a Governor has given his affent, -and remain
in force until the King’s difallowance is fignified:
Some laws may have their iull effeét before the King’s -
pleafure can be known. Some may injurioufly affet
he property of the fubje€t; and fome may be preju-
dicial to the prerogative of the Crown, and to the
trade, manufa@ures and thipping of the kingdom.
Governors have been iuftructed, long before the prefent
or the laft reign, not to confent to fuch laws, unlefs
with a claufe 'fufpending their operations until the
pleafure of the King {hal%be known. I am fure your-
Lordfhip will think that nothing is more reafonable.
In Maffachufet’s Bay, the Affembly would never pafs
a law with a fufpending claufe. To pals laws which
muft have their whole operation, or which muft caufe
fome irreparable mifchief before the King’s pleafure
can be known, would bc an ufurpation -of ‘the People
upon the Royal Prerogative: To caufe the operation
of fuch laws to be fufpended until the King can fignify
his pleafure by force of inftructions, ﬁmi%ar to what
has been given in all former Reigns, can never be
charged as an ufurpation upon 'the rights of the
Peo,Pi. I ’ . .
I'dare fay, my Lord, that if there has ever heen
an inftance of any laws lying longer than neceffary
before the King’s pleafurc has been fignified, it has
been owing to inattention in fome or the fervants
of the Crown, and that upon proper application any
grievance would have been immediately redreffed.

* He"bgs refufed to pafs other laws for accomimodation
of large difirifts of People, unlefs thofe People would
relinguifh 'ihe rights of reprefentation in the legiflature,
plrrgbt incftimable tp' them, and formidable to tyrants-
gy : '

We
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We fh.ll find, my Lord. that Maffachufet’s Bay is-
more concgrined in this Declaration than any cther
Colony.. This .article re’pects that Colony alone,
By its charter, a leziflature is conftituted : The Go-
vernor is .:p.iointed by the King.—The Council,
confifting of twenty-eight members, were appointed,
in the firft inflance, by the King, but afterwards are
to be ejccied nnu.lly by the two Houfes—The Houfe
of Reprefentatives is to confift of two members ele@cd
annuaily by each rown, but the number of the Houfe
is_meverthelefs made fubje to future regulations by
a&ls of the General Aflembly.  Befides the Courcil,
the Civil Officers of the Government are alfo to be
annually electid by the two Houfes. It appeared in a
courfe of years, that by mult:plying towns, the Houfe
of Reprefentatives had increafcd to double the number
of which it confifted at firft. Their importance in
ail elc@ions was increaled in proportion ; for the
number of the Council continued the fame as at
firlt.  To prevent further deviation from the {pirit of
the Charter, an inftrution was then firft given to the
Governors, nct to confent to laws for making new
towns fo as ta increafe the number of the Houfe, unlefs
there fhould be a claufe in the law to fufpend its ope-
ration, until the King fignifies his plea.ure upon it.
But here, my Lord, lies the moft thametul falfity of
this article. No Governor ever refufed to confent to
a law for making a new town, even without a fuf-
pending claufe, it provifion was made that the inha-
bitants of the new town fhould cootinue 10 join with
the old, or with any other town contiguous or near ta
it, in the choice of Reprefcntatives; fo that there
never was the lealt intention to deprive a fingle inha-
bitant of the right of being reprefented ; and, in fa&,
fuch provifion has ever been mgde, except where the
inhabitants of the new town chofe to forego the right,
which we muft fuppofe they did not think ineflimable,
rather than pay the wages of their Reprefentatives,
“This has been the cafe in feveral inftances, and it is
motorious that the Aflembly of that Province have

madq
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made it their praltice, from year to year, to lay fineson
their owns for not chufing Reprefentatives.. This isa
wilful milreprefentation made for the fake of the
' brutal infult at the clofe of the article,

He has called together legiflative badies at places un-
ufualy, uncomfortable, and diflant from the depoﬁtary of
their public records, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing them
into a compliance with his meafures. L '

To the fame Colony this article alfo has refpe.
Your Lordfhip muft remember the riotous, violent
oppofition to Government in the Town of Bofton,
which alarmed the whole Kingdom, in the year 1768.
Four Regiments of the King’s forces were ordered to
that Town, to be aiding to the Civil Magiftrate in
reftoring and preferving peace and order. The Houfe
of Reprefentatives, which was then fitting in the
‘Town, remonftrated to the Governor againft pofting
‘Troops there, as being an invafion of their rights. He
thouzht proper to adjourn them to Cambridge, where
the Houfe had frequently fat at their own defire, when
they had been alarmed with fear of the fmall pox in
Bofton; the place therefore was not unufual. The
public rooms of the College, were convenient for the
. Aflembly to fit in, and the private houfes of the
Inhabitants - r the Members to lodge in; it therefore
was not uncomfortable. It was within four miles of
the Town of Bofton, and lels dijiant than any other
Town fit for the purpofe.

When this ftep, taken by the Governor, was known
in England, it was approved, and conditional inftruc-
tions were given to continue the Affembly at Cam-
bridge. The Houle of Reprefentatives raifed the moft
frivoious objections againft the authority of the Go-
.vernor to remove the Affemby from Bofton, but pro-
ceeded, neverthelefs, to the bufinefs of . the Seflion as
they ufed to do. In the next Seffion, without any
‘new caufe, the Affemhly refufed to do any bulinefs un-
lefs removed to Bofton, * T his was making themfelves
judges of the place, and by the fame realon, of the
time of holding the Affembly, inftead of the Governor,
P ' " who
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who théreupon was inftru@ed not to remove théhn ta
Bofton, fo long as they continued to deny his autho-
sity to carry them to any other place.

hey fatigued the Governor by adjourning from day
to day, and refufing to do bufinefs one beflion after
another, while he gave his conftant attendance to né
purpofe ; and this they make the King’s fatiguing them
to compel them to comply with his meafures.

A brief narrative of this unimportant difpute be-
tween an American Governor and his. Aflembly, needs
an apology to your Lordfhip ; how ridiculous then dé
thofe men make themfelves, who offer it to the world
as a ground to juftify Rebellion ? »

He Fas diffalved Reprefentatives Houfes repeatidly for

oppofing with manly firmnefs bis Invafions on the Rights of

the Pegple.

Contentions between Governors and their Aflémblies

have caufed diflolutions of fuch Affemblies, I fuppoft,
in all the Colonies, in former as well as later times,

1 recolle& but one inftance of the diffolution of an Aft

fembly by fpecial ordér from the King, and that was in

Maffachufer’s Bay. In 1768, the Houfe of Repréfenta-

tives pafled a vore or refolve, in profecution of the
plan of Independence, incompatiblé with the fubor-.
dination of the Colonics to the fupfeme authority of

the Empire ; and direled their Speaker to fend a copj

of it in circular letters to the Aflemblies of the other

i Colonies, inviting them to avow the principles of the
refolve, and to join in fupporting them. No Govérn-

ment can long fubfift, which admits of combinations

of the fubordinate powers againft the fupreme. This

proceeding was therefore, juftly deemed highly

unwarrantable; and indeed it was the beginning of that

unlawful confederacy, which has gone on unuil it kas

caufed at leaft a femporary Revolt of all the Colonics

which joined in it. o
« _ The Governor wasinftru@ted to require the Houfe of
Reprefentatives, in their next Seffion t6 refcind ot difa-

vow this refolve, and if they refufed, to ditlolvé them, ds
the only way to prevent. their profecuting the plan ¢f
Rebellion.
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Rebellion. They delayed a definitive anfwer, and he
indulged them, until they had finifhed all the bufinefs
of the Province, and then appeared this manly firmnefs
in a rude anfwer and a peremptory refufal to comply
with the King’s demand. Thus, my Lord, the regular
ufe ‘of the prerogative in fuppreflinga begun Revoly, is
urged as a greevance to juftify the Revole?

He bas refufed for a long time after fuch diffalutions
to caufe others to be erected whereby the legiflative powers,
incapable of amnihilation, have returned to the people at
large for their exercife 5 the flate remaining in the mean
time expofed to all the dangers of invafions from without
- and convulffons within. :

This is conneéted with the laft preceding article,
and muft relate to the fame Colony only ; for no other
ever prefumed, until the year 1 74, when the gene-
ral diffolution of the eftablithed government in all the
Colonies was taking place, to convene an Aflembly,
without the Governor, by the meer act of the People.

_Inlefs than three months after the Governor had dif-
folved the Affembly of Maffachufer’s Bay, the town of
Bofton, the firft mover in all affairs of this nature,
applied to him to cal another Aflembly. The Gover-
nor thought he was the judge of the proper time for
calling an Aflembly, and refufed. The town, without
delay, chofe their former members, whom they calleda
Committee, inftead of Reprefentatives; and they fent cir-
cularletterstoall theother townsin the Provioceinviting
them to chufe Commitiees alfo ; and all thefe Commitzzes
met in what they called a Convention, and chofe the
Speaker of the laft houfe their Chairmtan. Here wasa
Houfe ot Reprefentatives in every thing but name ; and
they were proceeding upon bufinefs in the town of
Botton, but were interrupted by the arrival of two or -
three regiments, and a fpirited mefl.ge from the Gover-
nor, and in two or three days returned to their homes.

. This vacation of three months was the /ong time the
people waited before they exercifed their unalicnable
powers ; the Invafions from without were the arrival or
cxpetation of three or four regiments fent by the

King
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King to aid the Civil Magiftrate in preferving the peace; -

uand the Convulfins within were the tumults, riots and
a&s of violence which this Convention was called, not
to fupprefs but to encourage.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of thefe
States 5 for that purpofe obftructing the laws for natura-
dizats.n of foreigners, refufing to pafs others to encourage
their migration hither, and raifing the conditions of new
appropriations of lands. _

By this and the necxt article, we havea fhort relief
from the Province of Mafluchufet’s Bay. I cannot
conceive that the fubje&s in the Colonies would have
'had any caufe of complaint if there never had been any
encouragement given to foreigners to fettle among
them ; and it was an a&t of meer favour to the Colo-
nies which admitted foreigners to a claim of natura-
lization after a refidence of feven years How has
the King obftruéted the operation of this a&? In no
other way than by refufing his aflent to colony aéts
for further encouragement. Nothing can be more
regular ar d conftitutional.  Shall any other than the
fupreme authority of the Empire judge upon what
terms foreigners may be admitted to the privilege of
natural born {ubje&ts ? Parliament alone may pafs alts
for this purpofe. If there had been further conditions
annexed to the grants of unappropriated lands, than
haye ever yet been, or even a tozal reftriCtion of fuch
grants when the danger of Revolt was forefeen, it might
have been a prudent meafure ; it certainly was juftifi-
able, and nobody has any right to complain.

He bas obfirufied the adminiftration of juftice by refufing
bis affent to laws for cftablifbing juaiciary powers.

1 was, my Lord, fomewhat at alofs, upon firft read-
ing this article, to what tranfaction or to what Colony
it could refer. I foon found, that the Colony muft be
North Carolina; and that the tranfa&ion, referred to,
is a reproach upon the Colony, which the Congrefs
have moft wickedly perverted to caft reproach upon
the King. ' . :

In
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In moft, if not all, of the Colonies, laws have
pafled to enable creditors to attach the effects of
~ablent or abfconding debtors; and to oblige the truftees
of fuch debtors to difclofe upon oath .the effeds in
their hands ; and alfo all perfons indebted to, them to
difclofe ‘the debts. Whatever thefe laws may have
been in their original intenition, they have proved moft
iniquitous in their operation. The creditors, who firft
come to the knowledge of any effels, feize them to the
exclufion even of the other creditorsin the Colorty; and
the creditors in England, or at the greateft diftance, {tand
fill a worfe chance. 1 have known in fome Colonies,
inflaneer’of attachments of the effe@s of bankrupts
in England, which by forée of thefe laws-have been
madc,iy the American creditors, to the full fatisfaction
of their debts, when the creditors in England have
received a few fhillings only in the pound. This
fruftrates our own bankrupt laws. I believe they have
never had any equitable bankrupt laws in any Colony,
of any duration: In New York, they have done more
towards them than in any other Colony.

Thefe laws for attachments in moft of the Colonies
were temporary. ‘The Governors were very properly
inftrued not to confent to the revival of them, or
not without a fufpending’claufe. In North Carolina,
the law for attachments was tacked to, or was part of,
the fame law which eftablifhed their Courts of Juftice.
The Governor, as he ought to have doné if he
bad received no inftru&ion, refufed a bill for reviving
the law, becaufe the provifion for attachments was
part of it: The Affembly refufed to pafs the bill

. without the provifian, and in this way determined th v.

would. have no Courts of Juftice, unlefs they werc
fuch as fhould be bound :to fupport thefe iniquitous
attachments, peculiarly injurious ‘to Britith aid other
diftant creditors, and very unequal to the creditors
within the Colony.. R S '

All this was fully known to the Congrefs; ‘who,
potwithftanding, have moft falfely reprefented the re-
e C. gular
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gular ule of the prerogative to preveat injuftiae, as an
obftru@ion to the adminiftration of juftice, .

He has made Fudges dependent on bis. will alone fors the
tenure of thar officesy and the- amount and paymentiof thein
Jalaries. )

The Americans claim a right to the Englifh con.
fitution and laws, as they flood when the Colonies
were planted. The Judges of England were then dee
pendent on the Crown for their contisuance imoffice,
a8 well as for their falaries, The Judges in. America,
except in the Charter-Colonies, have always been dow

ndeat on the Crown for their cantinuance in.office 3
and, in fome Colonies, the falaries of the Chief Jufe
tice, and fometimes of the other Judges, have been
paid by the Crown, apd .the Colonigs have conlidered
it as an a& of favour thewn them. S

There bas been a chapge in. the conflitution of
England in refpe of the tenure of. the office of tha
Judges. How doss. this give a claim to- America? Jt
will be faid, the reafon in both cafes. is.the fame, This
will not be allowed, and. yntil the King fhall judge it
fo, there can be no room for exception to his retdin-
ing his prerogative. - :

And for the falaries, they are fixed and do. not de~
pend upon the behgviour of the Judges, nor have thera
ever been any inftances of felaries being with-held. If
the Afiemblies in the Colonies would. have. fixed the
like (alaries on their Judges, no provifion would ever.
have been made by thg Crown ; it being immaterial. by
whom the falary is, paid, provided the payment be
made fure and certain, : .

This is a complaint againft the King, for not make~
ing a change in the conflitution of the Colonies,
though there is not fo much - as a prefence that-there
has been the leaft grievance felt in apy Colony. for
want of this,changq; Qor }las there boen amy.com-
plaint even of danger, in any Colony, except Malla-
chules Bay, . - -
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He bas eratted o Multitude of new offices and fent
bither Swarms of officers, to harrafs our people and eat:
© ous their [ubfiflence. CoT ) ‘

- 1 know of no new offices ere&ed in America in the
gprefent reign, except thofe of the Commiffioners of the.
Cuyftoms and their dependents. Five Commiffioners
were appointed, and four Surveyors General difmiffed ;.
perhaps fifteen or twenty clerks and under “officers
were neceffary for this board more than the Surveyors
had cccafion for before: Land and tide waitersy
weighers &c. were known officers before; the Sur~
veyors ufed to encreafe or leffen the number as the
King’s fervice required, and the Commiflioners have
done no more. Thirty or forty additional officers in
the whole Continent, are the Swarms which eat out
the fubfiftence of the boafted numbec of three millions
of people. . . . v

Cafes had often happened in America; which Sur-
veyors General had not authority to decide.. TFhe
American merchants complained of being obliged to
apply to the Commiflioners of the Cuftoms in London.
‘I'he diftance caufed long delay, as well as extraordi-
nary charge. A Board in Amecrica, was intended to
remove the caufe of thefe complaints, as well as to
keep the inferior officers of the Cuftoms to their duty.
But no ppwers were given to this Board more than the
Commiffioners in I.ondon had before; and none but
illicit traders ever had any reafon to complain of griev~
ances ; and they, of no other than of being better
watched than they had ever begn before. At this time,
the authority of Parliament to pafs Aéts for regulating
commerce was acknowledged, but every meafure for
carrying fuch. Aéls into execution was prenounced an
injury, and ufurpation, and all the effe@s prevented.

" He bas kept among us, in times of peace, flanding
armies, without the confent of our legiflatures.

This is too nugatory to deferve any remark. He
has kept no armies among them without the confent
of the Supreme Legiﬂatge‘. Itis begging the queftion,

- 2 tQ



to {uppofe that this authority was not fufficient with-
out the aid of their own Legiflatures.

He bas affetted to render the Military independent of,,
and [uperior to, the Civil Power.

When the fubordinate Civil Powers of the Empire
became Aiders of the people in alts of Rebellion, the
King, as well he might, has employed the Militar
Power to reduce thofe rebellious Civil Powers to their
conflitutional fubjeétion to the Supreme Civil Power.
In noother fenfe has he ever affzéted to render the
Military itdependent of, and fuperior to, the Civil
Power. ‘ : '

He bas combined with others to fubjet us to a jurifdic-
tion foreign to our Conflitution and unacknowledged by
our Laws; giving his affent to their pretended A of
Legiflation. '

This is a ftrange way of defining the part which
-the Kings of England take in conjun&ion with the
Lords and Commons in paffing A&s of Parliament.
But why is our prefent Sovereign to. be diftinguifhed
from all his predeceflors fince Charles the Second?
Even the Republic which they affett to copy after,
and Oliver, their favourite, becaufe an Ufurper, combined
againft them alfo. And then, how can a jurifdition
fubmitted to for more than a century be i{a‘m’gh, to
their conftitution 7 And is it not the groffeft prevari-
cation to fay this jurifdi€tion is unacknowledgea by their
‘Jaws, when all Ads of Parliament which refpe& them,
have at all times been their rule of law in all their.
judicial proceedings? If this is not enoughs their own
fubordinate legiflatures have repeatedly in addrefles,
.and refolyes, in the moft exprefs terms acknowledged the
fupremacy of Parliament; and fo late as 1764, before
-the condu&ors of this Rebellion had fettled their plan,
the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the leading Colon

.made a public declaration id an addrefs to their
Governor, that, although they humbly apprehended
.they might propofe their objetions, to the late At
of Parliament for granting certain duties in the
Britith Colonies, and Plantations in' America, yet

they
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they at the-fame time, acknowledged that it was their
duty to yield obedience to it while it continued unre-
pealed. '
If the jurifdi@ion of Parliament is foreign to their
Contftitution, what neced of fpecifying inftances, in
which they have been fubje@ed to it? Every A& muft
be an ufurpation and injury., They muft then be men-
tioned, my Lord, to fhew, hypothetically, that even if
Parliament had jurifdi&tion, fuch A&s would be a
partial and injurious ufe of it. 1 will confider them, to
Xknow whether they are fo or not.
- For quartering large bodies of armed troofg among us.-
When troops were employed in America, in the laft
reign, to protect the Colonies againft French invafion,
it was neceflary to provide againft mutiny and defer-
‘tion, and to fecure proper quarters, Temporary AQs
of  Parliament were pafled for that purpofe, and fub-
mitted to in the Colonies. Upon the peace, raifed
ideas took place ift the Colonies, of their own impor-
‘tance, and caufed a relu@ance againft Parliamentary
authority, and an oppofition to the Aéts for quartering
troops, not becaufe the provifion made was in itfelf un-
juft or unequal, but becaufe they were A&s of a Par-
liament whofe authority was denied. The provifion
~was as fimilar to that in England as the ftate of the
"Colonies would admit. '
For protelting them by a mock trial from punifbment
for any murder which they fhouild commit on the Inbabitants
- of thefe States. ' I ~
It is beyond human wifdom to form a fyftem of laws
fo perfect as to be adapted to all cafes. It is happy for
a ftate, that there can be an interpofition of legiflative
“power in thofe cafes, where an adherence to eftablifli-
ed rules would caufe injuftice. - To try men before a
biafled and pre-determined Jury would be a mec# trial.
To prevent this, the A& of Parliament, complained
of, was pafled. Surely, if in any cafe Parliament may
interpofe and alter the general rule of law, it may ia
this.  America has not been diftinguithed from other
parts of the Empire. Indeed, the¢ removal of trials
. ~C3 . - for
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for the fake of unprejudiced difinterefted furies, isats
together contiftent with the fpirit of ‘our laws,
and the pralice: of courts in changing the venue
from one county to another. :

Br cutting off our trade with all parts of the world,

. Certainly, my Lord, this could not be acaufe of
‘Revolt. The Colonies had revelted from the Supremé&
Authority, to which, by their conftitutions, they were
fubje@, before the Act paffed., A Congrefs had af-
fumed an authority over the whole, and had rebel-
lioufly proly'_t:‘itcd all commerce with the reft of thd
Empire. is adt, therefore, will be confidered by
the candid werld, as a proof of the reluctarce in go«
vernment againft what is the dernier refort inveveg
date, and as a milder meafure to bring the Colohi
%0 a re-union with the reit of the Empire.

For impofing taxes an us without our confent.

How oiten has your Lordfhip'.heard it faid, ‘that
-the Americans are willing to fubmit to the authorit)
of Parliament in all cafes except that of taxés ? Here
‘'we have a declaration made to the'world of ‘the caufes
~which have impelled to a feparation,"We'are to pre-
fume that it contains all which they that publith it are
able to fay in fupport of a feparation, and that if any
one caufe was diltinguifhed from another, fpecial notice-
would be taken of it. That of taxes feems to have
been in danger of being forgot. It comes in Ilate,
and in as flight a manner as is poffible. And, I
‘know, my Lord, that thefe mep, in the early days of
their oppofition to Parliament, have acknowledged
that they pitched upon this fubjeét of taxes, becaufe it
was moft alarming to the people, every man perceiv-
ing immediately that he is perfonally affefted by it ;
and it has, therefore, in all communitics, always been
.a fubjet more dangerous to government than any
other, to make innovation in ;%'uths'ihgi’r friends in
England had fell in with the idea that Parlia-
ment could have no right to tax them bécaufe not re-
prefented, they thought it beft it fhould be believed
. they were willing to fubmit to other aéls of legiﬂatu’m;

T ' unti
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-untl this pbint of takes could be gained ; owning at the
Hame time, that they could find no fundamentals
“in the Englith Conftitution, which made reprefenta-
tion more fieceffary -in aéls for taxes, than a&s for any
"other puspoft ; #nd that:the world muft have a.mean
- ‘opinidn -of their underftanding, if they fhould rebel
~rather than pay a duty-of three-pence. per pound on
tea, aiid yet -be'content to fubmit to an a& which
" reftrained them from making a nail to fhoe their own
. horfes, Some of them, my Lord, imagine they ar¢ as
trell acquainted with the nature of government, and
with the ¢onftitution and hiftory of England, as marty
. of their partifans in the kingdom; and they will fome-
times laugh at the doftrihe of fundamentals from
which even Parliament itfelf can never deviate; and
they fay it has been often held and denied merely sp
ferve ‘the caufe of party, and that it muft be fo
until thefe unalterable fundamentals fhall be afcer-
tained ; that the great Patriots in the reign of King
‘Chatles the Second, Lord Ruflell, Hampden, May-
nard, &c. whofe memori¢s they reverence. declared
their opinions, that thére were no bounds to the power
of Parliament by any fundamentals whatever, and
that even the hereditary fucceflion to the Crown
‘might be, as it fince has been, altered by Aft
of Parliament ; whereas they who call themfelves
Patriots in the prefent day have held it ta be a funda-
mental, that there can be no taxation without repre-
fentation, and that Parliament cannot alér it.
But as this do&tine was held by their friends, and was
of fervice to their caufe until they were prepared for a.
total independence, they appeared to approve it s As -
they have now no further occafion for it, they take
no more notice of an a& for impofing taxes than of
many other 4&s ; for a diftinétion in the authority-of
Rarliament ‘in-any particular cafe, .cannot ferve 'their
claim to a general exemption, which they are now
preparing to affert. - C
For depriving us, in-many cafes, of the benefit of a trial

4. fury. .
: ? C4 Offences
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Offences againft the Excife Laws, and againft one
-or more lite A&s of Trade, are determined without a
Jury in England. It appears by the law-books of
‘fome of the Colonies, that offences againft their Laws
of Excife, and fome other Laws, ‘are alfo determined
'without a Jury; and civil a&ions, under a fum limited,
are determined by a Juftice of Peace. I recolle& no
cafes in which trials by Juries are taken away in Ame-
rica, by A&s of Parliament, except fuch- as are tried
in the Courts of Admiralty, and thefe are either for -
breaches of the Aéts of trade, or trefpaffes upon the
King’s woods. I take no notice of the Stamp A&,becaufe
it was repealed foon after it was defigned to take place.
I am forry, my Lord, that 1 am obliged to fay,
there could “not be impartial trials by Juries in
either of thefe cafes. All regulation of commerce
muft ceafe, and the King muft be deprived of all the
- trees refeéved. for the Royal Navy, if no trials can be
had but by Jury. The neceflity of the cafe juftified
- the departure from the general rule; andin the reign of
King Willianr the Third, jurifdi@ion, in both thefe
cafes, was given to the Admiralty by A&s of Parlia-
mient; and it has ever fince been part of the conftitution
of the Colonies ; and it may be faid, to the honour of
" thofe Courts, that there have been very few inftances of
complaint - of injury from their decrees. Strange!
that in the reign of King George the Third, this
jurifdi&ion fhould fudde¢nly become an ufurpation and
ground o¥ Revolt. : »
* For tranfporting us beyond feas to be tried for pretended
offences. :
' ﬂl -‘know of no A&, but that of the rath of the pre-
fent reign, to prevent the fetting fire to his Majefly’s
~ Ships, Docks, Arfenals, &c. to which this articl,c can
refer.—But are thefe pretended offences?. .
.- -By-an A& of Parliament made in the 35th year of
* King Henry the Eighth, all treafons committed in any
parts without the realm, may be tried in any county
~ of England; and in the reign of Queen Anne, per- -
fons were condemned in England for offences _againft
Lo Cd this
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this A& in America; but the A& does not témpre-
hend felonies. , : T

" The offences againft the laft A&t are made felony ;
and as it is moft [likely they fhould be gommitted in
times of faQion and party-rage, the Al leaves it in
the power of the Crown to order the trial of any
offence committed without the realm, either in the
Colony, Ifland, Fort, where it may be committed,
or in any County within the Realm. :

An opinion prevailed in America, that this* A&t
was occafioned by the burning the King’s Schooner,
Gafpee, by people in the Colony  of Rhode Ifland 5
but the Aét had paffed before that fa& was committed,
though it was not generally known in America, until
fothe months after. The negle& of effe€tual inquiry
into that offence, by the authority in Rhode lfland
Colony, fhews that the A& was neceffary ; but when
it paﬂ{d, there does not appear to have been any fpe~
cial view to America, more than to the forts and fettle-~
nents in Europe, Afia, or Africa. " '

For abolifhing the free [yftem of Englifh laws in a
neighbouring province, eflablifbing therein an’ arbitrary
Government and enlarging its boundaries, fo as to render
it at once an example and fit infirument for introducing it
into their Colonies. '

It would be impertinent to make any remarks upon
the general fitnefs of the Quebec A& for the purpofes
for which it paffed, feeing your Lordfhip has fo latély
fully confidered and given your voice inl it.

E{ut what, my Lord, have the American Colonies to
do with it? There are four New England Colonies :
In two of them, both Governor and Council are an-
nually ele@ed by the body of the people; in a third,
the Council is annually ele@ed by the Aflembly; in the

- fourth, both Governor and Council are appointed by the’
Crown: The three Charter Governments, for tiear
a century paft, have never felt, rior had any reafon to
fear, any change in -their- conftitutions, from the
~example of the fourth. Juft as much reafon have
the- Colonies in general to fear a change in their
N : ~ feveral
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feveral cenflitutionr, no two of which are ike, front
the example of Quebec. , .

With -as little reafon may they complain iof theen-
largement of the boundaries of Quebec. lt 'was
tie to include the ungranted erritory of :Ameotica
in fome jurifdi&tion or other, ‘to prevent further en-
croachments upon it. What claim could eny of the
Colonies have to a territory beyond their owo lmits?
No other fecurity again®t an improper fettlement of thi¢
country could have been made equally judiciows and
unexceptionable. This exception is therefore uts
terly -impertinent, and feems to proceed frem dif-
‘sppointment in ‘a fcheme for engroffing the greateft
part of this ungranted territory, , v

For taking wway owr Charters, abolifbing vur mofl wa-
lucble laws, witering fundamentally the forms of -our G-
*For fupends lugiflatures and dedtaring tbom

Xor [u[pending eur osum iegi res & siaring wem-

Jelves wefled with pewery tf bkegiflate for us in -all cafes
whatfocver. , .

Thefe two articles are fo much of the fame nature,
that I confider them together. There has be¢n no
-Colony Charter altered except that of Maflachufet’s

. Bay, and that in no refpe, that I recolle&, except

that the appointment and power of the Council are

made to conform to that of the Council of the other

Royal Goverriments; and the laws which relate to

.grand and petit juries are made to conform to the-
neral laws of the Realm.

The only inftance of the {ufpenfion of any legiflative
power is that of the Province of New York, for rfe-
fufing to comply with an A& of Parliament for quar-
tering the King’s troops pofted there for its protection
and defence againft the Freach and Indien enemies.

The exceptions, heretofore, have rather been to

. the authority of Parliament to revoke, or.alter Charters,
or legiflative powers once granted and eftablithed, then
. to the injurious or oppreflive ufe of the authority upen

?

thefe occafligns. . .

. When parties run high, the moft dbfurddo&riaesj if
a little difguifed, are eafily recéived and embraced.
' ' 1 hus,
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“Titus, becaufe in the Reign of Charles the Firfh;
refiffance to Taxes impofed by the authority of the
King alone was juftifiable, and the contrary do&rine
thaving taken the names of ‘Paffve Obedience and
'Nm-igﬁ/iam‘e, ‘thofe terms became odious ; therefore
in the Réign of George the Third, retfiftance to
‘Thaxes ithpofed, by the King, Lords and Commans, upon
-America while not reprefented in Parliament, is
juftifiable alfo; and the contrary doétrine is branded
“Wwith the odious terms of Paffive Obedience. and Non-
Refiffance ; as if the latter cafe were analogous to the
former. And becaufe in the Reign of Charles the Second
and James the Second, Royal Charters were deemed fa-
éred and not to be revoked or altered at the will and
pleafure of the King alome; -therefore in the Reign of
“George the Third, tliey are {acm! alfo and not to be
tevoked nor altered by the authority of Parliament.
" The common people who, relying upon the authe-
ity of others, confound cafes together which are fo
‘eifentially different, may be excufed ; but what excufe,
“thy Lord, cahbe made for thofe men, in England as
‘well as in America, who, by fuch fallacies, have mif-
guided the people and ‘provoked them to rebellion ?
He bas abdicdted Governiment here, by declaring us out
&f bis %:teﬂim and waging War againf? us.
T He plundered our Seas, ravaged oar Coafts, burnt
eur Towns and defiroyed the Lives of onr People.

He is at tbis timey tranfporting large Armies of foreign
“mercenaries to compleat the works of death, defalation and
tyranny, already begun with tiramfiances of cruelty and

“perfidy fearcely parallelled in the moft barbarous ages, and
" totally unworthy the bead of a civilized Nation.
He has conftrained our: fellow Citizens, taken captive an
“the high Seas, to beararms againfé their Country, to become
the executioners of their Friends and Bresbren, or 1o fall
' themfelves by their bands. :
* Hetras excited. domeftick infurrections amongft us and has
endeavoured to bring on the Inbabitants of our fromtiers the
mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe known rule of warfare, is
an undiftinguifbed deftruétion of all ages, fexes aadm%:"ﬁa;:.
T : : cle,
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Thefe, my Lord, would be weighty charges from,a
“doyal and dutiul people againft an unprovokea Sove-
reign: They are more than the people of England
pretended to bring againft King James the Second, in
order to juftify the Revolution. Never was there an
inftance of more confummate effrontery. The A&s
of a juflly incenfed Sovereign. for’ fupprefling a moft
wnnatwral, unpreveked Rebellion; are here affigned
as the caufes of this Rebellion. It is immaterial
whether they are true or falfe.  They are all thort of
the penalty of the laws which had been viulated. Be-
fore the date of any one of them, the Colonifts had as
effeQually renounced their allegiance by their deeds as
they have fince done by their words. They had difplaced
the civil and military officers appointed by the King’s
authorityand fet up others in their ftead. T_{:ey had new
modelled their civil governments, and appointed a ge-

- neral government, .independent of the King, over the
who'e. They had taken up arms, and made a public
declaration of their refolution to defend themfelves,
againft the forces employed to fupport his legal autho-

- zity over them, . To ﬁ?{je&s, who had forfeited their
lives by aéts of Rebellion, every a& of the Sovereign
againft them, which falls thort of the forfeiture, is an
a& of favour. A moft ungrateful return has be¢n
made for this favour. It has been improved ta
ftrengthen and confirm the Rebellion againtt him.

in every flage of thefe oppreffions, we have petitioned for
redrefs in the mofl humble terms; aur repeated petitions
bave been anfwered only by repeated injury. :

What thefe oppreflions were your Lordfhip has feen,
for we may faitly conclude, that every thing appears
in this Declaration, which can give colour to this
horrid Rebellion,. fo that thefe men can never com«
plain of being candemned without a full hearing..

But does your Lordfhip recallect any petitions in the
feveral flages of thefe pretended oppreflions ? Has there
ever been a petition to the King S o

~To give his Affent to thefe wholefome and necef~

. fary Laws to which he had refufed it? T

—Te
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" —To allow his Governors to pafs laws without §.
fupending claufe, or without the people’s relinquith-
ifig the right of Reprefentation? S

—7To witbdraw his inftructions for calling legifla<:
tive bodies at unufual, uncomfortable and diftant places?

" —Toa!low Affembiies, which had been diffolved-
by his order, ta meet again? . c ,

"—To pafs laws to encourage ‘the migration of
foreigners? | ' o ‘ Lo

—To confent to the efltabiifhment of judiciary
Powers? - o e '

" —To fuffer Judges to be independent for the con='
tinpance of théir offices and falaries?

"'—To vacate or difannul new erected offices? -

* —To withdraw his troops in times of peace, - until
" it appeared that' the reafon for ‘it was to give a free

courle to Rebellion? - =~~~
. And yet thefe, my Lord, are all the oppreffions
pretended to have been received from-the Kinp~xcept
thofe in combination with the two Houfes of P-vliaments
and they are all either grofsly milreprefiated, or fo
frivial and infignificant as to have been’ of no gencral.
notoriety in the time of them, or mere contefts between
Governors and Aflemblies, o light and tranfient. as o
have been prefently forgot. Allthe petitions we have
heard of, have been againft A&s of ‘the Supréme Le-
Ziflature; and in all of them fomething has been in-
ferted, or lomething has been done previous to them
with defign to prevent their being received.” -
< ‘They have petitionted for the repeal of a law, becaufe
.Parliament bad no right to pafs it. The receiving and
granting the prayert of fuch petition, would have been
tonfidered as a renunciation of right; and from a re-
‘nunciation in oneinflance, ‘would have bgen infcired 2
¢laini to renunciation in all other inftances. I'nere-
pealing, or refraining from enaing anyparticular laws,
‘or relieving from any kind of (ervice, whilea due {ub=
‘miffion to the laws in general fhall be’ continued, amd
fuitable return be made of other fervices, feems to he
all which the Supreme Au:hority -may grant, or the.
v | | " peopls
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, or part of them, require. - If any thing,
my Lotd, E:Zt of Independence 33: the redrefsy foug'Etv-,
for, all has been granted which has been prayed for, '
and could be granted. -

A Prince, whofs charaller is thus marked, by .every.
af3 which defines the tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a
¢ people. '
F Io}:i‘:gnant refentment muft feize the breaft of every
loyal fubje&. A tyrant, in modern language, means,
not merely an abfolute and arbitrary, but a cruel, mer-"
cilefs Sovereign., Have thefe men given an inftance.
of any onc A& in which the King has exceeded the
juft Powers of the Crown as limited by the Englifh,
Conftisution ? Has he ever departed from known efta-’
blithed laws, and fubftituted his own will as the rule
of his actions ? Has there ever been 3 Prince by whom,.
fubjes in rebellion, have been tredted with lefs feve-
sity, or with longer fotbearance? ’
or have we been wapting iu atiention to aur Briti
Bretbren.  We have warned them from. time to time g
etiempts by their lagiflature, to extend an unwarrantabl
Jwrifdiction over us. We have reminded them of the cir-
cumfiances of our emigration and fettleynt bere. We bavg
appealed to their native juftice and.magnanimity, and_wg
bave conjured them by the ties of our common kindred ta difa=
wowy thofe ufurpations which would inevitably interrupt our,
cannections and correfpindence.  Tbey toa bave been deaf tg
the woice of juftics and confanguinity. We mufi therefore
acquiefce 1n the neceffity which denounces aur feparation ang
lnjd them as we hold the reft of mankind, Enemies inWar,
in Peace, Frieands, .
We therefore, the Reprefentatives of the United States o
America, in General Gong Ijﬁ affembled, appealing to the -
Supreme Judgae of the Warld, for the re@itude of our in-
tentions, do in the name and by the authority. of the good.
People of thefe Colanies, folemnly publifb and declare, That
thefe United Celonies, are, and ought to bey Free and Inde-
pendent States, and that they are abfolved from all alle-
giance to the Britifh Crown, and that all political connection
..between them and the State of Great Britain, is and aught
' 1}
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pa. b totolly-diffalved, and that: as- frés and) Independont
Statts-thep have full: poirer ta lesy Wary concluda, Peasey
" comtralt Abhiances,. ¢fiablifh Crwerce, and to do. all-othen
AFs.and. things. wbhich. Indepexdent. Stages may ofs right: deu,
And: fori 1he fuppors-of this Daclaration, witha fitm.nelin
@waran the.protetion, of Divine Providence, we misualis
pdge ta, cach, ophery aun Liwsse aur Fortunes and eun
Jpsred £lomoun. Ssgnedby ordenund, in bedalf of the Congrefis
AP ~ Jors Hawcock, Prcfident, .
- Theyhaveyny Lordy butheir late addsefs to the peaple
of Great Baitaims fully avowed thefe pridciples of Ln-
dependence, by declaring they will pay no obediency
to the laws of theSapremabegilldture ; they have alfo
pretended, thac thefe laws, wer¢ the mandates or
edicts of the Minifters, not the a&s of a conflitu-
tional legiflative power, and have emdeavoured to per-
fuade, fuch. as they galled: theix Britith Brethren, to
juftify the Rebellion begun in America; and from
thence they expected a generaf convalfion is the Kings
dom, and that meafures to cqmpel 2 fubmihonwonld
" in this way be obftruéted. Thefe expetations failing
after they had gone too, fax in 'a&s of Redellion-
hope for impunity, they were under the neceffity of a -
feparation, and of involving themfelves, and all over
whom they had ufurped authority, in the diftrefies and
horrors of war againft that power from which they
revolted, and againft all who continued in their fub-
jection and fidelity to it. '
* Gratitude, I am fenfible, is feldom to be found in a
community, but fo fudden a revolt from the reft of the
Empire, which had incurred fo immenfe a debt, and
with which itremains burdened, for the prote&ion and
defence of the Colonies, and at their moft importunate
requeft, is an inftance of ingratitude no where to be
parallelled. |
Suffer me, my Lord, before I clofe this Letter, te
obferve, that though the profeffed reafon for publith-
ing the Declaration was a decent refped to the opi-
nions of mankind, yet the real defign was to recon-
cile the people of America to that Independence, which
always before, they had been made to believe was not
intended.
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fatended. “This defign has too well fucceeded. ‘The
people have not obferved the fallacy in reafoning from
the whole to part; nor the abfurdity of making the
governed to be governors. From a difpofition to receive
wiliingly complaints_againft Rulers, faQs mifrepre-~
fented have paffed without examining. ‘Difcerning
men have concealed their fentiments, becaufe under
the prefent free government in America, no man may,
by writing or fpeaking, contradict any part of this De-
claration, without being deemed an enemy to his
country, and expofed to the rage and fury of the

ace.
popu! I have the honour to be,
My Lo‘ D,
~ Your Lordfhip’s moft humble,
, And moft obedient fervarit,
¥e the Right Homourable .
the B of ~— }

Londiny Qcicber; 15tb, 13764



