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CHARLES JAMES FOX.

SIR,
WHEN
I think o f Personal Nobility, the title of my
book, I a m led, by a very natural associationof ideas,
to think of you.
The noble stand you lately madein favour of pea&
and liberty, when popular clamour-the
‘(civium ardor
prava jubentium”-would have drowned the voice of
a less able advocate, when your standard was deserted bymany who shrunk from your side inthe hour
of danger, has placed your name higher
than it ever yet
stood, among independent Englishmen, in the middle
ranks, who neither enjoy nor expect the favours of
ministerial influence. If you have losta few valuable
friends within the walls, you have gained the esteem
of tens of thousands on the outside, who, before this
test, had no just idea of the purity and intrepidity of
your public virtue.
In search of a living example of eloquence, generosity, andunshakenperseverance
in disinterested
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conduct,toenforcetheprecepts
of the following
Letters to a young Nobleman, I could find none more
brilliant than your own, especially since, forsaken by
some of your auxiliaries, yo11 have stood the more
illustriously conspicuous, IPSE AGMEN, in the front of
the battle.
My praise call add nothing to yourglory. But
permit me to adorn my own pages with a name,
which is of late more than ever illustrious in the eyes
of all who, though attached to the forms, are yet
more firmly attached to the spirit of the constitution.

I am,
Sir,
Your most humble Servant,

V. KNOX.
TUNBRIDGE,
Junuary 24,1793.

PREFACE.
ITappears to me, that ancient learning is

not sufficiently attended to intheeducation
of modern
nobility ; and that the honour of an order, so highly
privileged,cannot
be moreeffectually promoted,
than by a return to that truly classical mode which
prevailed among the great in the reign of Elizabeth,
and produced a manliness of mind, which caused the
English charactermorenearlytoresemblethe
Roman, than at any subsequent period of our
history.
I have, therefore, recommended my
to noble scholar,
an early and attentive study of the poets, orators,
and historians, of ancient Greece and Rome; Ihave
advised him to imitate them in his compositions and
eloquence, and to catch their generous spirit, while
he emulates the vigour of their style.
Not only talentsandsuperiorknowledgeare
required in hereditarylawgivers,
in men distinguished from their birth by titles, and claiming respect from their cradle, but public spirit, generosity,
and nobility of mind ; such as an imitation of the
ancients in the purest ages is best adapted to promote. Pensions, places,titles, ribands, and all the
mysteries of corruption,were then unknown, and
virtue was nobility.
Modern meanness,mixed with pride founded in
pedigree alone, though traced up to Adam, will be
despised in every country on the face of the earth,
once blest with light and liberty. The sun of knowledge is ascending, and, asit rises, the mists of
prejudicedisperse.
Visions, which appeared solid
and substantial, when seen at a distance and through
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the medium of a fog, now vanish into air, and the
ga ing spectator laughs at last at his own delusion.
h e sun of knowledge, high above the
horizon,
not only gilds the tops of the mountains, but shines
in the low valley. Indeed, the valley is often irradiated with the sunbeams, while the hills are enveloped
i n mist. A mediocrity of knowledge is diffused
throughout allmnks of society ; at least an ability
ancl opportunity of obtaining with ease competent
information,Thelowest
of thepeoplecan
read ;
and books adapted to the capacity of the lowest of
the people, on political and all other subjects, are
industriously obtruded on theirnotice.
The newspapers communicate the debates of opposing parties
in the senate; and public measures (once confined
a conclave) are now canvassed in the cottage, the
of plebeian
manufactory,andthelowestresorts
carousal. Greatchangesinthepublicmindare
produced by this diffusion; and such changes must
produce public innovation. Revolutions, unparalleled
jn history, have already happened on a large portion
of the globe’s surface ; of which no human foresight
can predict the remote consequences. All that
wisdom can do, is to render therisinggeneration
qualified to improve the vicissitudes which may happen, so as topromotethehappiness
of man In
society, withoutpartiallyconsultingtheexclusive
privileges, or theoppressivesuperiority,
of any
sin le order.
. 8 u r own country is already a country of liberty.
We enjoy, or may enjoy, by ourhappyformof
that
government, as established at the Revolution,
freedom, to obtain which other countries are
convulsed. We want only a restoration of the primitive principles of our
is strogg and venerable, but in
honest and independent man wi
rate in its repair. It is not so far; dilapidated as to
p p i r e demolitiou ; but m a n y stanes we moddenid,
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that must be replaced with Purbeck ; many timbers
rotten, which must be renewed with heart of oak.
They who deny that the parliament wants reform,
are af that description of men, who, like some noieomeinsects,canonlysubsist
in corruption.They
feed and fatten in filth, and cleanliness is their bane.
And here I cannot but animadvert
on those,who
stigmatize all who wish to reform the most manifest
abuses in the constitution of the senate, as its enemies; and wouldproscribethemunderinvidious
names, basely thrown out to provoke the multitude
against $hem. W h o is thebestfriendofthesick
man, the venal practitioner, who treacherously protracts the disorder for the sake of fees, and the lucre
of vending his medicines ; or the honest and liberal
hysician, who restores him to health, regardless of
[is privateinterest,withallpossibleexpedition?
Those calumnies against the best friends of the state,
which endeavour to expose them
to public resentment, as itsenemies,will in time be treatedwith
of self-interest
general.indignation.Thetorrent
and timidity, rushing on to the dead lake of despotism, will soon be stemmed by the spirit and vigour
of a people, whosehistoryevinces,thathowever
they may be overwhelmed by artificefor a time,
they will emerge at last to light and liberty. There
is In freeborn men a nativeelasticity,which
will
throw off every superincumbent weight, not imposed
with their own concurrence,orsubmitted
to from
conviction of expediency.Coercion,whetherfrom
the ruling powers, or from a party or faction among
by a whole
themselves, will notbelongborne
people, unless, like the strait-waistcoat to the lunatic,
It is necessary, in
a morbid state, to their speedy
convalescence. But who &all judge of the insanity?
"A partial &w, interested in t h e lunatic's confinement ?
The general voice will beone day clamorous,
though now overawed to whispers, for a reform of
-at;
But when a r e f m sf-pdiamezlt is
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mentioned, it means not the house of commons only,
The house of lords must reform itself, by training up
a rising generation of patriots, with hearts inclined,
and understandings enlightened, to pursue and
accomplish whatever is best calculated to promote the
happiness of a nation, of which they are born legislators. Can he be noble, who, in his sordid attention
to borough elections, forgets what heowes to his
country, what he owes to human nature?
The'abolition of Nobility in France naturally excites some degree of alarm ill England. The alarm,
perhaps,is mostconcealedbythose
who feel it
most;bythose
who affect contempt, while they
burn with anger. The examples of two empires like
America and France,a great portionof the inhabited
globe, cannot but operate powerfully on the mind of
neigllbouringnations ; on patriciansandon
plebeians; on those who fear, and on those who hope.
Discussionsarealreadybegun
on subjects which
oncewerethought,
like the holy of holies, too
sacredto be entered upon by the profane. If the
alarm, which has been founded, be just, the friends
of the constitution,and the favourers of Nobility,
will labour to render the one pure, and to preserve
the other in its degree of due estimation, that they
may both be retained amid the convulsion of neighbouring states ; retained inviolate, for their evident
utility in promoting the general happiness of man in
socieiy, and the welfare of this country. To prove
their evident value and utility, and to restore them
.to their native dignity in the public esteem, will be
to support them better than by levying. legions of
soldiers. Build them 011 anyotherfoundationthan
ublic conviction of their real use and value, and
h e the house of tbe fool founded on the sand, they
will one day fall, beatendown by therainsand
winds of popular commotion.
To preserve the lustre of nobility unsdlied, is the
scope of the following pages. The lower orders of
mnankipd have pade wonderfuladvanceg in bow.
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ledge; 1wished the higher t o make a proportionable
progress, and to preserve a due interval, by a preeminence of real excellence ; by a nobility of virtue
and merit, superadded to the nobility of 'civil institution.
The timescertainlyrequiregreat
wisdom and
great virtue in all who take the lead in administration, or in a salutary opposition to it. He, therefore,
who recommends to the great the study
of models
best calculated to form theunderstanding,andto
infuse a taste for that sublime of public virtue which
soars above self-interest, is most effectually serving
his country ; he is sowing the seeds of plants, whose
fbliage may adorn and shelter theland ; he is raising
afuturegeneration
of H I M P D E N s , SIDNEYS,
CH-4THAMS ; he is providing a succession of FOXES,
GREYS,
and LANSDOWNES.
The noblestandmadeby
a few independent
peers for the liberty of man, the liberty of thought
and speech, and the liberty of the press, on which
it must everdepend,retrievesthecredit
of a
venal age, and recalls ideas of Roman magnanimity.
The tide of corrupticn flowed strong and full against
them; buttheystoodtheir
ground,despising danger, audpityingthatweakness
of themultitude,
which rendered them, during a temporary mania, the
du es of placemen, pensioners,expectants, dealers
in oroughs; and factors of corruption.
The encouragement indeedof the late associations
in every little corner of the kingdom, though apparently adverse, is, perhaps undesignedly, favourable
to the cause of liberty. It calls thousands and tensof
thousands, in all ranks, from their indolent repose,
to the investigation of political subjects. It awakens
them to political life, and prompts them to read forbidden books of which they had scarcely heard the
names before. I t makes them feel their own weight,
and .will teach them to throw it intotheopposite
scale, when they find themselvesdeluded by their
artful leaders ; or when theirartfulleaders,
dis-
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appointed in the hopes of reward for their present
exertions, shall excite them on some future panic,
to associate in opposition. This step may be said in
some respect to resemble the calling forth the notables in France, and declaring the legislative and
executive powers incompetent, withoutextraneobs
assistance. Is not this to sap the constitution, or te
proclaim its imbecility- anddecrepitude?And
are
suchassociators
friends, and the only friends to
tbeir country?
The truth is, that the people themselves are at
this moment the best friends tothe constitution,
as consisting of king, lords, and conmona:they
wanted no associations to tlweaten them with prosecution; they were loyal from affection and frtm
conviction; and, if any individual violated the law,
punishment was certain ; for the law retains all its,
yigour, land justice is administered with the purity
of Heaven's tribunal. The people heard insurrections
announced ;but they looked, and, lo ! all was peace.
The insurrections, which were intended to strike a
panic, resembled, in the circumstance of their reality,
the ghost of Cock-lane, at wt~ichthe whole nation
from one extremity to the otherwas once unaccountably alarmed. Truthbroughthertorch;the
ghest
vanished; and the people laughed at their own credulity !
Men who dare to come forward in the mometa& of
political frenzy, to oppose its extravagance, and to
check that intemperate zed, whioh, in its fear of
republicanism, se.emswilling to rush into the extreme
of despotism, are truly noble, and therefore worthy
of being pointed out as patterns to the young a q ~
ant at persopal nobility. They afford an exztmpk
of that greatness of mind, the only foundstion of
true grandeur, which the precepts of tbis Book are'
intended to inspire.
Many enter into opposition as an adventure ;-they
bting a certainquantity
of ability andidusaceinto the market, which is to be bought up, whea it
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appears worth while, by those who possess patronage
and the command of a treasury. But men who continue firm intheir opposition, in their defence of
general liberty, whem their prospect of personal
emolument is forlorn, when reviled by cabals, and
when deserted by theiradherents, are of that description who founded noble families ; themselves,
though untitled, the noblest of the human, as well as
of their own, race. The army of Xerxesconsisted
of myriads; yet Leonidascomprised, in his firm,
united,little band, more true spirit,more genuine
nobility, than the swarms ofan oriental despot.
T o the Constitution of England, to its spirit, which
is its essence, those who have thus stoodforth are
true friends. They have a great stake in the country,
though
not
the stake of places and pensions.
They have well-grounded hopes of being rewarded
with its honours. They only wish torestore it to
its first principles, that they may retard its decay,
and build the fine pile of monarchy, aristocracy, and
democracy,onmarble
columns, instead of posts
crumblingwithputrefactim.
I avow myself with
them, (though the avowal is, I own, unimportant,) a
sincere lover of a government so supported; and am
happy,howeverfeeble
my aid, to cooperate with
theirgeuerous efforts. I have, with this view, attempted, in the following pages, to add to the personal merit of the aristocracy.
If I lean tr, liberty, I glory in it. I lean to that
which every independent mindmust love. He who
is cordially attachedto letters, will probablybe
attached, with peculiaraffection,
toliberty;for
liberty is the friend of literature, as well as of every
thing beautifuland honourable. Tyrannyhates it.
Tyranny
has
commonly been ignorant.
Tyrants
over men, and slaves to their own passions and caprice,have usually been brought up in illiterate
voluptuousness; and seem, like the poor savages of
some desert isle, to hate letters andsciences, merely
because they are strangersto them. Weak eyes
VOL. v.
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shrink from a stronglight. But as light is indisa
putablytobepreferred
todarkness,
so is exen
democracy to despotism. Ignorantdespotism preaiding over an enlightened people, is no less ridiculousthandetestable
; butignorant
it hasusually
been,and supported merely by brute force, by an
ignorant and mercenaryarmy.
The prevalence of systematic corruption in a state,
is inimical not only to liberty, but to personal merit
in every department. It discourages the rising race
in their attempts to excel, when they see the rewards
of exc,ellence bestowed only where borough or election influencepoints
out thefavoured candidate.
W h e n the best emolumentsin the church, in the law,
in the army, in the navy, are reserved ta secure implicit votes in favour of corruption, what is there to
stimulate t o high excellence inthe liberal professions,
but thepurelove of excellenceforits
own sake,
which operates only on a few of nobler dispositions
than are possessed by the generality? What is there
to cherish in the state that root 'of nobility, from
which the branches, which now flourish from ih
vigour, chiefly derivetheirbloomand
fiuit ? And
is it not a fact too notorious to be controverted, that
besides the public purse, all the douceurs in all the
professions are scarcely sufficient, in our unreformed
state, to satisfy the cravings of voracious corruption?
But though a senatorial reform is most devoutly
to be wished, yet the unreformed state is to be preferred,withallits
evils, to continued violence,
rapine, bloodshed, and universal confusion. Let rea,SOD, not force, triumph.
Though her conquest over
rejudice be slow and gradual, it is ultimately sure.
&he tree of liberty is planted already in England.
May the mossy concretions be rubbed off its branches, and the thorns and briars removed which impede its vegetation ! I would plant by its side the
tree of peace, the fruitful olive. May theyboth
flourish. together, watered by the dew of Heaven,

comfwting the people with their shade, and enrich-
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ing them to their heart's content by an abundant
fertility !
Peace i s the chief good of a commercial, and innations,with all
deed of everypeople.European
their improvements in civilisation, are still too near
the savage state, while they terminate their contests
bywar.
Nothingbut
self-defence canjustifyit,
And if those who decreethatitshalltakeplace,
under any circumstances butthe necessitofselfdefence, were compelled to go into the fieldi in
son, it is probable that national disputes w o u l c f ~ ~
settled by the arbitration of neutral powers, and the
swordconvertedintotheploughshare.
To avoid
war, the sorest calamity of human nature, should be
the chiefobject of everyhumane man, andwise
minister. If war at all times is to be shunned, it is:
more particularly at this time, when ill success may
probably cause thatanarchyand
confusion, which
has yet existed among us in idea only. When taxes
shall be enormously increased, (as they must be in a
war of this character,) many, it is to be feared, will
desert the standard to which they have lately crept
withblindservility,
andrallyroundthetorch
of
discord.
True patriotism, such as, regardless of party, and
of all selfish views, contemplates events, in which the
happiness of a future generationmay be endangered,
and by which the happiness of the living race must
be destroyed, will labourto avoidwar, by which
nothingreallyvaluable
can begained,andevery
thing may be lost. It will not sacrifice internal ha piness like ours to punctilio.
It will not wanton y
interfere in the concerns of foreign nations. It will
notgratifyevennationalpride
at theexpense of
nationalfelicity.
To excitesuchpatriotism, I have
endeavouredtoform
a virtuousPatrician,whose
mind is enlarged by the most valuable knowledge,
andwhoseheart
is softenedbyreligion
and humanity; whose spirit is no less elevated above the
ordinary level of rnanbnd, ihan his civil rank in
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society. The moral architect who builds a man-great'
from internal qualities-good at heart-meaning nothing but what is generous and beneficent, and able
to accomplish his purposes-is
surelyas wellemployed as he who forms aheap of stones into a
palace, however beautiful in its symmetry, or magnificent in its size. As mind is superior to matter,
so is areally great manmorenoblethan
the sublimestinanimateroductions
of art or of nature.
T o be the humb est labourer in erecting such an
edifice, is an honourable employment.
If zeal in a good cause has ied to any ardour of
expression, I trust I shall need no pardon. I have no
sordid interest to serve in what1 have done. I have
notbeenobsequious to power. I havenothingto
ask of it, nothing t o expect from it, and from the
candid judgmentof the public I have nothing to fear.
I have employed my literary leisure in a way that I
thought might be useful; and if one idea only is serviceable to the country, it will be acknowledged as
meritorious, when the temporary prejudices of party
shall be lost in the radianceof eternal truth.
I. am attached to the king and to the lords ; but I
am more attached to the commons ; and I will adopt
the saying of Rumbald in the reign of Charles the
Second, as recorded by Burnet: '' I do not imagine
the Almighty intended,thatthegreatest
part of
mankind should come into the world with saddles on
their backs and bridles in their mouths, and a few
ready booted and spurred to ride the rest to death."
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LETTERS
TO A

Y O U N G NOBLEMAN.

LETTER I.

M Y LORD,

1 CONGRATULATE you on your determination to adorn
of
the lustre of yo’& birth by the acconlplishments
elegantliterature.Theeagerness
with which you
solicit m y correspondence is a qomplimentto me,
and a proof of your own ardour in the pursuit
of
improvement. You need not doubt my compliance.
It will beapleasingamusement
in tny retreat, to
contribute to the embellishmentof a mind like yours;
no less ennobled by a disposition to every generous
virtue, than by a long line of illustrious ancestors.
You have already made, under your excellent tutor,
an uncommon proficiency in those grammatical and
elementary studies, which, howeverunoste,ntatious
in theirappearance,arenecessaryto
form a solid
basis for a durableandbeautifulsuperstructure.
Proceed in your conquests;buttakecareto
yrewrve the territory already subdued.
Be notafraid
of literarylabour.
At your age, you have health
and strength enough to support a qreatdeal, without
VOL. v.
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the least detriment to vour constitution, and with a
certainty of pleasure and profit in return.
I admirethatprudence
which induces you to
employ the valuableyears of youth in useful and
honourable studies, rather than in frivolous occupations ; such as too often engross the minds of young
n ~ e nat your age, and in your elevated station. But
forgive the caution of a friend. I dread the effects
of example. Can you w-ithstand the shafts of ridicule ? For though your conduct will be esteemed by
all men of sense and virtue, yet it will he derided by
fops, gamesters, and professed men of pleasure.
Arm yourself, my Lord, with all your nlanly resolution on firstenteringinto
life. Your sense ant1
accomplishments, seconded by courage in steadily
purslling the right path which you have chosen, will
awe the weak and the vain to silence ; and, in time,
convert their contempt into esteem.
In the mean while, your sun will be rising gloriously i n the horizon ; andtheirfeebleluminaries
declining in clouds and darkness,
to rise no more.
You will soon become an important character, while
they are sinking into insignificance. Your birth and
fortune will indeed give you civil rank; but your
attainments and your conduct will give you, what is
better, the weight of personal authority. Both united
must render you what every nobleman should ambitiously desire to be, an ornament to your country and
to Elurnan nature.
B u t I know your liberalspirit, and trust to it.
You want not tlle exhortations which my zeal has
suggested. You have often expressed your scorn of
being indebted to accidental nobility alone for personal distinction. Xay theardour of virtue which
irradiates the morning of your life, glow intensely
at its noon, and add warmth and lustre to its even,

YOUNG NOBLEMAN.

8

ing ! Thus while you live, you will be honoured 3
and at that day, when all human grandeur must be
levelled to the earth, adorned with a better ornament
than an escutcheon.
Forgive the zeal of friendship even when intemon
perate. My futurelettersshallbeprincipally
subjects of politeliterature, usefulscience, or the
means of supporting the true dignity
of aBritish
nobleman.
I may indeed touch on politics ; for they are the
peculiarstudy of a Britishpeer.
But my politics
are not the politics
of a faction or a venal court
Theyarethepoliticsofphilanthropy.
The
happiness of allhuman creatures,highas
well a%
low, and low as well as high, istheir object. TO
thathappiness
civil liberty is essential. 3: meam
liberty restrained by reason, by humanity, by justice,
by a love of peace and a love of order.
I am, kc.

LETTER 11.

MY LORD,
You desire me to give you an account, both critical
andbiographical, of the ancient classics. It would
be easy to do i t ; for the materials are redundandy
copious. But it has been done so often, that the &
’I
.
&
becomes irksome from repetition.
Give me leave to refer you for information to &.he
Lives usually prefixed to the edi.tions -of the Clasics,
GreekandLatin,
to Fabricius’s BiMiotheerx: ; 4s
Kennet’s Lives of the Greek Poets ; to Crusius’s,
of the Latin; and to Spence’s Polymetis.
The minds of the first restorers of learning were
SO captivated with the beauties of the ancients, 4 M
they directed their whole labour a d learning

*
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theirillustration.Theconsequence
is, a mass of
materials' which has been accumulating to' this hour;
and which has a tendency to satiate by its copiousness, and to disgust by its perpetual similarity.
It is certainly right to acquaint yourself with the
life, manners, andcharacter
of anancient
or a
modern author, if practicable, before you undertake
t o read him. But I advise you not to dwell, as many
have clone, upon preliminary discourses and marginal
notes, so much, as to leave little time and attention
for the composition itself, the grand object of all
;
by which alone the author has survived the wreck of
time, and for which alone it is thought worth while
to inquireinto hishistory, towritecomments
on
him, or to introduce him to noticewithprefatory
dissertation.
. From those books which I have already mentioned,
you will derive as much knowledge as J-ouwill require in this department ; unlessyoushouldmake
literaryhistory a favouriteandpeculiar stdily. It
is indeed a very entertainingstudy ; and in the
course of correspondence, I may sometimes take the
liberty of giving you some hintsupon it. But I
think youmay acquire all the biographical knowledge
of the old classics, which you will at present want,
from an occasional inspection of the obvious authors
whom I have recommended. Indeed I have no great
pleasureinmeretranslation,orintranscription-;
and I am unwilling to offer a dish to your Lordship,
which has been so often hashed in every mode; that
give it a
the most.ingeniouscookerycanscarcely
newflavour. So much has been done in the illustration of the
classics, that little room is left for useful'addition.
Our forefathers have cleared the country, and levelled
.and illuminated the roads,; but let not the facility of

YOUNG NOBLEMAN.

travellingunnerveourresolution,
indolent and inglorious
repose.
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or lull us to an
I am, &c.

LETTER 111.
LMY LORD,

As a vague and desultory study in youth contributes
chiefly to amusement, I mustintreatyoutoavoid
the habit of it at present, and to form
a plan and
fix a scope.
It is, my Lord, your duty to be a politician. But
I wish you to be a politician in the most extensive
sense : one who sincerely loves his country,understands its real interest, and has judgment and spirit
to promote it. Undertheidea
of a politician, in
your Lordship’s rank and station, I comprehend the
knowledge and the liberality of a true philosopher.
Your desire, you tell me, is, to lead an honourable
life, adorned with the lights of learning ; to attain a
pure and elegant style in writing and conversation,
and a commanding eloquence in the senate.
Let thisthenbeyourscope;andletallyour
efforts in study have a reference to it. The character
is so great to which you aspire, that there is scarcely
any part of science and polite learning, which is not
in some degree conducive to it.
But the multitude of objects which requires your
attention, renders it necessary to form something of
a plan. I do not mean
a strict and inflexiblerule,
which tends rather to shackle, than to facilitate the
movements of the mind ; but I mean such a system
of application, as may guidewithout
painful restraint, and govern steadily, yet without the severity
of unrelaxing despotism.
A thousand circumstances must arise, which may

render ti temporary deviation from a plan of study,
far more conducive to the end,than an inviolable
adherenceto it. Throughout lifewe are often governed by unavoidable circumstances ; and he that
wouldconducthimselfentirelyby
rule in little as
well as great matters, must retreatfromsociety;
must live alone in the world, and out of the reach of
its wonderful vicissitudes.
A plan of study is chiefly useful in pointing out a
return to the right way, after we have been forced
by circumstances to desert it. It may be compared
to a great turnpike-road leading to the place of the
traveller’sdestination.
He may frequently find out
a shorter,or
a pleasanterpath;butheis
in no
danger of losing himself, while he keeps in view the
highway, proceeds ina line nearly parallel, and knows
how to return toit when danger or difficulties occur.
Many severe students in the universities have prescribed to themselves a plan of study, in which the
business ofevery hour of the day has been scrupulously
allotted.
But I never heard that they
arrived at any greatsuperiorityoverthosewho
allowed
themselves
a little
latitude.
The mind,
especially when enlivened by
genius,
loves
its
the bee, in
liberty ; and roves withdelight,like
March of flowers of its own undirected choice.
1 suspect, my Lord, that they knew but little
of
the human mind, who supposed it capableof making
a successful transition from onestudyto
another,
during eight or ten hours of the day, by the sound
of the clock. I am of opinion that the abrupt &reliction of a subject, in which the attention is deeply
eqaged, to enter on another directed by a written
plan, would often befound no lessinjuriousthan
unpleasant.
Indeed, though many have begun to study in the
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trammels of severe method; yet few, I believe, have
continued it long, or felt it on experience beneficial.
W h a t is done well, is usually done witb pleasure,
and from choice. Restraint is i n its nature irksome
t o the free-horn mind. It is only to be imposed
where the utilitycompensatesthe
pain. I sllall
therefore never recommend it to you when it is unnecessary. Obey theimpulse of the moment, eve11
if the object t o which it leads is but collaterally connected with your principal scope.
You perceive, therefore, thatthe plan which I
advise is liberal. I hope that you will find it agreeable; and, v-ithout unnecessary paill in the pursuit,
arrive at the excellelice you desire.

I

an^,

kc.

M Y LORD,
YOUR
lordship expressed a wish in your last letter,
that I would be Inore explicit on the plan which I
advised you to pursue. I a u happy in fillding you
desirous of information, and wish it nlay he in my
power to offer such as you may experience t o be
truly useful.
I think it right, my lord,^ to lay the foundation of
your future improvements, in that kind of elegant
andpleasing learning, which thcFrench call the
BELLES
LETTRES
; the English, classical learuing ;
and the ancients, the studies of hutuanity. You have
already made a very considerable progress i n this
department under your tutor.
But it must be confessed, that you haveread tile classics hitherto,
rather for the sake of acquiring the ancient languages, and exempli€ying the rulesof grammar, than
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of refining your taste, and of extending your knowledge of life and manners.
You will do right to re-peruse the most celebrated
of theclassicswithmoreliberalviews.
Procure
the best variorum editions of them all, for the sake
ofreferringtothem
when difficulties arise.Begin
with Virgil, and read him in the edition of Heyne.
Do not trouble yourself at first with the variantes
Zectiones, nor with allthosediscourses
which the
ingenious editor entitles excursus; but read all his
will give
notes at the bottom of‘ thepages.They
you a just idea of Virgil’s excellence, in many passages where the beauties may at first not strike your
of Virgil, before you
taste.Finishalltheworks
enter on any other classic. You
will soon read him
with interest ; which is seldom the case whena classic
is read chiefly to analyze the construction, in short
interrupted portions, as at school, or under a private
tutor.
From thus studying and relishing Virgil, you will
receiveanimprovement
in your taste, which will
enable you to discover those charms which captivate
the classical reader in all the celebrated authors of
the Augustan age.
L e t ffomer’s Tliarl be readimmediatelyafter
Virgil’s2Eneis.
Read him withoutnotes;for
no
author writes more perspicuously, andnotes only
distract attentionwhen they are not necessary. Read
him in the Oxford edition, without a Latin translation; having at the same time, in a separate volume,
a Latin translation to refer to occasionally; and to
Save the trouble of turning over a lexicon. After a
careful reading of the two or three first books, you
will find littledifficulty in the language. The few
that may arise, will be easily removed by the translatioa I wish you could proceed entirely without a
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translation ; but as this is more perhaps than I ought
reasonably to expect, I recommend one, merely to
avoid the toil of turning over the lexicon. Not that
I think the toil useless; but I fear it will be more
troublesome than youwill choose to submit to, especially as editions with literal translations abound, in
which the meaning of every word is accurately discovered with little labour.
By an attentive perusal of Virgil and Homer, you
will not only have acquired a perfect acquaintance
with those first-rate writers, but at the same time a
great knowledge of mythology, and of that poetical
of the
history which tendstofacilitatethestudy
classics of all ages and all countries. Other authors
are to be read indeed i n due order, but Virgil and
Homershouldbe first digested. They willfurnish
a solid corner-stone for the future edifice, however
massy or magnificent the design.
Not to weary or
alarm you with requiring too much at once, I shall
pursue the subjectin subsequent letters,if, amid your
other employments, you deem what I have already
proposed, not impracticable.
But lest you should think that I have lost sight of
the plan of which I spoke, I must remind you that
the Belles Lettres constitute the first part of it. It
will be followed by logic, ethics, metaphysics, physics,
mathematics,history,philosophy,
and general literature.
I am, &.

LETTER V.

MY LORD,
THEauthors whom, at this period of your studies, I
next recommend to your
most attentive re-perusal
are, Hoiace, Cicero, and DemoFthenes. Choose
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Baxter's edition of Horace, with the improvements
of Gesner.Thenotesareshort;
but so much the
better, since theyare in a high degree ingenious,
learned, andillustrative.
I knowyouhave
read
Horace,as well as VirgilandHomer,
under your
tutor; but read him again, in this your recapitulating and Voluntary course. H e is the poet of gentlemen, andmen of the world. You canl~ot read a d
taste his beauties, without improving your urbanity
of manners, together with your knowledge of polite
literature.
The notes, commentaries, and illustrations of this
mostfavouriteauthorare,beyondallreasonable
limits, voluminous. They would of themselves fill a
largelibrary.But,
my lord, you havenot time to
read like a Burman and a Bentley ; and I am not
sure that you ought to lament it. The wheat which
is to be found in the store-houses of such laborious
of chaff.
scholars, isaccompaniedwithabundance
They had great merit, and it is uncandid to detract
from it. All I contend for is, and I conjecture it is
notverynecessaryto
conte~rcleagerly, thatyour
lordship should not devote much of your time to the
readingof'their dull notes. If you can understand
andtaste your authorwithout them, it is enough;
and I have no doubt but that you may understand
Horace with Gesner,assisted occasionallyby the
Dauphin edition ; and that you will taste him by your
own discernment, and theobservationsyouhave
already made on men and manners. Horace may he
read rather as an amusement, thanas a serious study.
You may carry a little pocket, edition about you, and
read him at those intervals which no parsimony of
time can ever preclude. Many
a quarter of an hour
passestediouslyand
unprofitably, which might be
i~~g
pleasantly a d uscfully employed ill s t ~ ~ d y those
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elegantpieces whichcharmed a Maecenas and an
Augustus. There are editions of Horacethat will
take up less room in your pocket, than your morocco
pocket-book and almanack.
But give me leave to lead you to a higher order.
I feel a sentiment of reverence at the name of Cicero,
and I wish to inspire you with the same. My Lord,
he is a model, almost perfect, for an English nobleman. Before you enter upon his works, read his Life
by Middleton ; and dwell with particular attention 011
the last section of it, which delineates his character.
Middleton himself is an excellent writer ; formed on
the style of him whose life he hasexhibited. Detraction has indeed robbed Middleton
of some of his
honours, by denying the originality of his choice of
citations; but whether this is well or ill founded, it
very little affects the merit of his style as a classical
composer.
I almost fear to recommend to your Lordship, the
perusal of all that remains of Cicero, lest you should
be dismayed at the nine quartos of Olivet. But yet
I will venture to advise it, because I am convinced
that it will be in the highest degree ornamental to
your mind. It is true that some parts of Cicero, as
well as of all other authors, aremore worthy of your
attention than others. His Book of Ofices, and his
Treatises on Old Age, on Friendship; his Dialogue
on the Orator, his Brutus,
his Orator, andhis Letters,
deserve to be made the companions of a student's
life. Theycertainlycontainthebestsentiments
of'
the human heart, in the best expressions of the style
and language.
I shall reserve the subject of his Orations, and my
recommendation of Demosthenes, to a future letter.
I am,

&c.
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UTTER VI.

MY LORD,

I A M aware that those who have assumed the office
of recommending books to students,have
erred
greatly by exceeding all reasonable limits inthe
number which they have recommended. I am afraid
you will begin to suspectthat I shall fall into a similar
mistake.
But, my Lord, I desire you to remember, through
the whole of our correspondence, that I prescribe no
rule of study, which may not be corrected and altered
by thoseemergentcircumstances
which it is not
possible to foresee.
From the great number of books which I o~ustof
necessity mention with praise, youwill read only
such as your time,well managed, will enable you;
will select suc,h parts of them as your own judgment
shall point out as most useful a d conducive to your
purpose; or such as shall pleaseyour taste, and
accord with your inclination.
W h e n your inclination leans strongly t o any author, read on, regardless of a plan; for whatever
you read with appetite, will turn like food, to solid
nourishment.Besides
the pleasure of following inclination, inmatters,not
of the first moment, is a
reason sufficient for complying with it.
Though the necessary modes of grammatical expression may lead me to speak in theimperative
mood, yet I shall never assume the right of dictation.
Your age and your parts justify you in thinking for
yourself. T submit-toyou my ideas on the suhject of
your &udies, at.your own request, and with a desire
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to promote the purposes of an ingenious and virtuous

mind like yours; but it will give me pleasure to find
you improving and altering them, according to the
suggestions of your own good sense,guidedby
emergencies and the opinions
of others with whom
you may converse.
Your situation in life requiresactionas well as
contemplation. I do not wish to render you a walking library, a verbal critic, or a mere grammarian.
But, in general, there is little danger of excess on
the side of application to study. So many and powerful are the temptations to frivolity, that the danger
is lest it should engross the mind, and preclude all
attention to books, and all learning, useful and omamental. I know your love of letters is ardent ; but,
at first entering into the world of cashion, there is
reason to fear, that your earlier propensities may be
superseded by others less laudable.
You will allow me therefore to prescribe suchconduct and such studies, as I think best, aud most conducive to your honour and happiness.
If I recommend too muchof
any thing,attribute it to my
anxiety for your welfare; but
not to my ignorance
of the difficulty you will be under, of doing or reading all that I may mention as wortlly your attention
and endeavour.
A t the same time that I am ready to make all due
allowance,and grarit many indulgences; I cannot
refrain from reminding you, thatevery man, especially every young and healthy man, like yourself, is
able to read much more, than in the hour of timidity
and indolence heis apt toimagine. To the persevering spirit of manlyvirtueand youthfulambition, there
is scarcely any height which is too arduous for attainment. Be of kood courage; and remember that
by aiming -kt great things, you will certainly obtain
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much, though not all to which you aspire. How
much wiser and nobler, than to shrink from the pursuit entirely, through adespair of reaching the highest
I am,
pinnacle !

&c.

LETTER VII.

MY LORD,
I

thesubject of Cicero's Orations for a
particular .letter; because I consider all that is connected with oratory as particularly important toyoy,
who intend not to pass your lifk in an ignominious
ease, but in the pursuit of real honour, and the service of your country. You will soon be a member
of the senate ; and your friends will naturally expect
to see the fruits of your study and genius richly displavecl i n parliamentary eloquence.
The world cannot afford you a better model than
Cicero. B u t to receive all 2he benefit from his orations which they are able to afford, you must read
them, not merely as a criticandgrammarian, but
with a particular view to improvement in oratory.
Youmustenterintotheirspirit,bepresent
at
thesceues
which occwioued them, analyzetheir
method, and weigh their arguments in the scales of
reason.
Begin with the oration for Milo. It is generally allowed to be oneof the best; andas you may not have
time to read all, it is advisable in the first instance,
to secure an acquaintance with the most approved.
You may indeedreadthe
whole of the selection
made for the use of the Dauphin, previously to any
of the others; for to reject that, or any other common books, merely because, they are comnon, is
a
proof of affectation and foolish conceit, rather than of
RESERVED
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good sense. I coufess that the edition for the use
of the Dauphin, is not in much esteem among the
learned, and that it is calculated chiefly for learners;
but it is an useful selection, and may very properly
beread by you, as anintroduction totheother
orations. You will sometimes find a difficult passage,
which the notes in this edition will usually illustrate.
If they should not, pass it over, and read on without
interruption. The difficultywill probably vanish at a
second reading; or it may be removed by the assistance of an intelligentfriend. At all events, let it
not impede your progress, or cool the glow of animation which you may have caught, and which will
conduce more to your improvement in eloquence,
tlml the notes of all the commentators.
Though I wish you t o make the works of Cicero
yourparticular study, yet 1 cannotadvise yon to
trouble yourself with more notes than those which are
indispensably necessary to illustrate allusions to historical facts, to ancieut laws, and to local practices
and customs. The CZuvis Cicermiam of Errzestus,
which you may procure in a separate octavo volume,
will answer your purpose entirely. Let it always be
at hand while you read Cicero. It is printed in the
last volume of h e Oxford edition ; but it iscumbrous
in a quarto size, andthelabour
of investigating
words in an index, issufficientlyirksome,
without
the additional incumbrance of an unwieldy volume.
You will remember at the same time, that I do not
interdict your reading of any notes, if you should
have time, and should take a pleasure in the learning
and ingenuity which tbey often display. All I mean
is, toexpress my opinion of theimpropriety of
diverting the attention which is dne t o an author,
and which such authors as Cicero will amply reward,
from the valuable text to the annotations, which are
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often of dubious authority, and expressed in dubious
Latin. It has been justlyobserved,that
many a
celebratedancientauthor,surroundedby
a vast
accumulation of comments, is scarcelyseen,and
resembles a little boat in the wide ocean, or a jewel
lostin a dunghill. I wish, my Lord, to bring forward the authorhimself toyour notice, to impresshis
words strongly 011 your mind, to tinge you with the
colour of his style, and to work his sentiments into
your bosom. ShallGraeviusandBurmannusoverwhelm Cicero in the mind of the reader, even while
theyareundertakingtoillustratehim?Readthe
text, and trust while
you read, to your own understanding. Grapple with your author by the exertions
of your native vigour. Dare to enter the temple at
once, without lingeringin the porch. Lifeis too short,
to spend any time in superfluous preparation.
I am, k c .

LEIM'ER VIII.

MY LORD,
OF the great number of Orations which Cicero delivered, fifty-nine are extant at this day; a number
sufficient to furnish ample employment for the most
diligent student, of modern eloquence.
But I repeat my advice, that you should first read
the best of them, and leave thosewhich are not above
mediocrity, or which at least are less celebrated than
others,tothecontingency
of a futureoccasion.
I
have already recommended the Oration
for Milo. You
will read all that are contained in the Dauphin selection. But you will not be satisfied without reading
that for Aulus Cluentius. I n other orations, Cicero
is said to have outdone others; in this, himself. The
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Seven harangues on the famous business of Verres,
andthefourteen
awainst Anthony, will of course
?
excite, as they will richly reward, your attention.
W h e n you shall have read all these, with the assistance of Ernestus’s indexes, I think you may be
congratulated on your acquaintance with one of the
greatest speakers and best men whom antiquity has
produced. You will want no fartherdirections for
thestudy of Cicero.You will havecontractedan
esteem for the man,notwithstandinghismodern
detractors, and a taste for his works, however neglected. You will, without my instigation, read the
rest of his harangues at your leisure and from
choice.
Your improvement will infallibly be great and secure.
Quintiljan, a most judicious writer, has asserted, as
you may remember, that he
who is delighted with
Cicero, may depend upon it, that he has made no
small proficiency in the study of eloquence.
I know it has been the fashion to detract both from
the moral and the literary character of Cicero : and
indeed neither his life nor his writings are without
the characteristics of humanity. H e wqs sometimes
too timid in his conduct, and too diffuse in his style.
But, my Lord,hisexcellenciespredominatein
a
more than comnlon proportion ; and his detractors
have hadchiefly in view, the attainmentof distinction
of opinion, and the
forthemselves,bysingularity
gratification of their pride, by pretensions to supesagacity.rior
I am, k c .

LETTER IX.

MY LORD,
As oratory is veryproperlytheobject
of your
present studies, I must conduct you from Cicero to
VOL.

v.

C
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Demosthenes. You have Greek enough to read him,
withverylittle
assistance eitherfromlexiconsor
to resume, duringyour
translations.Condescend
earlier studies, theedition whichyou usedunder
your tutor. I think it wasMounteney’s; in which,
though there are but few orations, there are enough
to give an appetite for more, and to lead you to the
edition of Taylor.
Every common-place critic talks of the vehemence
of Demosthenes; but vehemence alone is a slight
recommendation of oratory. Vehen~ence is the quality which marks the rhetoric of a scold. You may
hear it ingreatperfectioninthestreetsandthe
market-places. Thepeculiarexcellence
of Demosthenes is a solidity of reasoning, expressed with a
force of style; and both united, command assent and
conviction. H e fights with a weapon a t once sharp,
polished, and massy. It cuts like a two-edged sword,
and falls with the force of a battle-axe. I will not
however enter into a general encomium of an author
whom all commend, and who is now seated in such
eminent rank, that praise can no longer aggrandize,
nor dispraise depreciate, his character.
But his beauties are not of that sort which display
themselves on a cursory perusal. His solid ore must
be dug for with persevering labour. I do not mean
that his subject-matter is difficult of comprehension,
of the people ;
for it was addressed to the lowest
but the excellence of his diction cannot be understood by a modern, who is unacquainted with the
curious art of the ancients, in the formation of their
style.Thenicetywith
which theyexaminedthe
structure of sentences, exceeds all that the moderns
ever attempted in studying the beauties of composition. Perhaps the inharmonious languages of the
moderns cannot easily admit of it.
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I ‘do not desire you at present to enter into the
minute inquiries of acriticalanatomist.
But you
will not taste the styleof Demosthenes, till you shall
have formed an idea of the ancient rhythmus, and
tuned your ear to tbefinished periods of an Athenian
orator.
I know not how this can be better effected, than
by habituatingyourself to pronounce aloud, whole
paragraphs from the orations of Demosthenes, with
all the fire and animation which you will feel from
warmly enteringintothe
cause. Pronouncethem
repeatedly in your study, till
you perceive the full
force and harmony of everyperiod.
Imitate the
musician who practises a new piece of music till he
discovers its excellence; not desponding because at
first it presents nothing but discord, but persevering
of the comtill he catches the very spirit and idea
poser.
When you have discovered the proper pauses or
cczsw+ mark them with your pencil. Then observe
how one part of a periodcorresponds with the&her
in beautifulproportion.
You will thus not only
feel the pleasure of his fine style, but see the cause
of it, andbecome at once a judgeandan artist. You
will find that every word hasits place, likethe
stonesin a beautiful piece of architecture j from
which, if it should be removed, the symmetry will be
deranged, and the graceful result of the whole diminished or destroyed.Observethe
same method in
reading all authors who excel in style.
Read aloud, observing the rhythmus, and the close
of every sentence. Let the groves of your father’s
park resound with Roman and Athenian eloqumce;
nor be afraid of disturbing the Dryads. The young
men who make a figure nowhere but in the chase,
at the g.;iming-taMe, and Over the bottle, may call
C Z

i
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you mad, if they should overhear you ; but time will
discover that you were hunting nobler game than
theyknew how topursue.
W h a t figure will they
make in the house of lords, when every peer shall
be hanging on your lips, and admiring in you, the
sound philosopher, the intelligent statesman, and the
nervous orator ?
I have before hinted, that you must be well armed
against the assaults of ridicule, if you aspire at uncommonexcellence. The knowing young merL have
no weapon to assailyou bnt ridicule.
I am, &c.

LETTER X.

MY LORD,

AFTER
you shall have repeatedly read, marking the
pauses,examiningtherhythmus,andpronouncing
aloud at least a hundred times over, the few orations of Demosthenes which Mounteney has edited ;
I would put into your hands, as a convenient book,
the edition of Lucchesini, published in London
by
Allen. Go throughit,inthe
same mannerasyou
wentthrough Mounteney's. You will indeed find
the same orations inserted in it, as in Mounteney's ;
but you will also find seven or eight additional. Read
them all. Pronounce them all with the strictest attention to time, and to those marks of your pencil,
which I recommended before, and which I compare to
bars, or to rests, in your music books.
Your ear will now be formed, and you will choose
t o proceed, for the pleasure of the progress, to the
oration for Ctesiphon, published with the speech of
aschines against him, in the edition of Foulkesalld
Friend. You will be delighted with that celebrated
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contest. The oration of Bschines is admirable.
How much more so, that of Demosthenes, which defeated it entirely, I hope your cultivated taste will
now immediatelyperceive.
Payparticularattention to the oration against Midias; for it
is universally acknowledged to be a master-piece.
On thistopic I neednot mye yon anyfurther.
You will eagerlypurchaseTaylor'sDemosthenes,
which, though left imperfect, is well worthy of your
possession; and I thinkyou will not rest satisfied
without the edition of Wolfius, in three volumes in
folio. Be notalarmed; I donot mean that you
should read all the Orations ; but I think you will
choose to have them all in your collection, that you
may referto them as ocCasion orinclinationmay
require.
In your letter, which I have just received, you
mention Leland's translation of Demosthenes, and
slightly hint, that you haveread a feworations
in it, without being impressed with that exalted idep
of the original, which I have endeavoured to inspire:
To detract fromestablishedfame
is invidious.
Dr. ,Leland was a valuable man, and a good writer ;
but his translation o l Demosthenes appears to be a
feeble performance. I do not say that the meaning
is not faithfully preserved; but I am of opinion, that
the force and animation of the original style are not
attained. Take care not to form your idea of authors
from translations only. As to Leland, you may use
his work by way of comment, where difficulties arise;
or you may usefully run over an oration in English,
previously to reading it in Greek, in order to obtain
at an easy rate, introductory knowledge of the subject and the method. But I must apprise you that
there is danger, when once you begin to use a translation, of never desisting from its use. Itis a power-
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ful allurement to the indulgence of indolence ; and
how many apparent students are deceived by that
syren; and listerling toher voice, lose all their
habits of industry, and with them all hope andchance
of great improvement and intellectual pleasure!
I am, &c.

LETTEK XI.

M Y LORD,
YOUR
chief object in reading Demosthenes, is not
merely a betteracquait~tance with theGreek language, but improvement in eloquence; by catching
his fire, and imitating the force of his style and the
strength of his reasoning, in your own future orations. Your principalattention is therefore to be
paid to him as a fine writer, and a model of eloquence. But it is absolutely necessary to understand
him fully as you proceed; and for t,his purpose, you
must often have recourse to collateral and auxiliary
information. Thoughclear and perspicuous in his
style, yet in historical allusions, and legal practices,
or customs, he cannot be completely understood
without a commentator, or a perfect knowledge of
the history of Athens during the short period of his
political activity.
The perusal of theargumentprefixed
to every
oration, will usually throw sufficient light upon it, to
enable you to proceed with pleasure. But you will
sametimes find it necessary to examine theLatin
notes subjoined to Mounteney’s, and those alsoin the
second volume of Allen’s edition. But never turn to
them, unless when you cannot proceed without them.
Many of Taylor’s notes respect the state of the text,
the different readings, the errors of copyists, with
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which, at present, you have no occasion to trouble
yourself, since your object is not verbal criticism ;
but style,method, and argumentation. While you
are glowing with the fire of Demosthenes, I should
lament tosee you benumbed, on a sudden, with a
long account of varions readings in a dozen manuscripts or printed copies. The other notes of that
learned editor are well worth your attentive perusal.
You will read the Grecian history of the period at
which your author flourished with peculiar atteution.
Add to it, the Life of Philip. And, if you have leisure, you may also have recource to Tourreil’s celebrated French translation.
The valuable and curious accountof Demosthenes,
prefixed to the edition of Wolfius as a preface, will
give you a complete idea of the character of Demosthenes, as it was conceived by the best judgesof antiquity, And I refer you to it as to the fountain
head of intelligence concerning Demosthenes, whence
themodernshave
chiefly derivedthosestreams
which they have abundantly diffused. There is, you
will observe, a great deal to be read; but indeed it
is worth the labour; for it containsmuch elegant
and very
interesting
erudition.
I am, k c ,

LETTER XII.

MY LORD,
ONE of our first objects, I have already said, is the
study of rhetoric ; but not by dry rules and teclmical
terms. You study, a voluntary scholar, under such
tutors as Demosthenes and Cicero. They have set
you patterns; and you are to follow themnot servilely, but with a generous emulation to reach their
excellence in your own language, and to naturalize
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theirbeautyinyour
own country.Practicethen,
willpromoteyourpurposefarbetterthantheory.
Theory enoughyou will derive from anassiduous
study of those orators, from whom the rhetoricians
formed their rules ; often giving the hard name of a
figure, and the pompous appearanceof art, to modes
of thinking, and to forms of utterance, which were
plainly the result of common sense, the sentiments
and the language of nature.
Thepractice, or exercise, which I recommend,
must consist of daily composition, and frequent recitation.
Choose any of the common topics of political or
judicial debate, which may be agitated in England at
the time you are exercising; and compose a speech
with as much accuracy and resemblance to your model, Cicero or Demosthenes, as you are able.
Compose not indolently, but with the utmost exertion of
your genius. Endeavour to feel and think, just as if
you were speakingat the bar, or in parliament, while
all around you is wrapt in silence. I know there is
some difficulty in working up your mind to such a
pitch in the solitude of your library. But the power
of a warm and lively imagination can overcome the
difficulty. W h e n youshall havewrittenyourharangue, speak it with all the vehemence, pathos, or
elegant modulation, which the nature of the subject
will admit. Write every day, and recite at least two
or three times in the
week, with the most earnest
endeavours to excel.
I really believe, that a student may pour over the
best treatises of rhetoric for seven years, and at last
come forth as silent as a statue; while you, in this
mode, that of imitating the best models, will be able
in a little time, to speak well on every topic which
may come properly before you.
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But when I advise your Lordship to cultivate oratory by practice rather than by rule, I do not mean
to insinuate, that you must sit down in total ignorance of what the rhetoricianshavebeenteaching
mankind with so much parade. I earnestly recommend to you the reading of select parts of Quintilian. The whole of Rollin’s edition will not, I think,
be more than youmay read with pleasure. Of this
favourite author I shall say more in my next letter.
I am, &c.

LETTER XI11

.

MY LORD,
So numeroushavebeen
the writers on the art
of
speaking, that, I dare say, a thousand books of rhetoric, of various kinds, and invariouslanguages,
might be recommended to your notice. If you can
find time, you will receive much improvement from
Schellerus’s Prmepta Styli 6en$ Latini. But I have
pointed out a shorter way; and am sure you will
think it a pleasanter. Whether it will be equally or
more successful, depends upon your own ardour and
perseverance.
But I recommended Quintilian ; he is indeed a most
excellent writer, and worthy of your study, for his
goodness of heart, and his general good sense, independently of his instruction as a master of rhetoric.
As a master of rhetoric, he is the best qualified of
any I know, to introduce you to a knowledge of the
excellencies of Cicero and Demosthenes.
Always fearful of requiring too much, I do not recommend the whole of Quintilian’swork, as it appears in theelaborateedition
of Capperonnerius.
That excellent didactic author, Rollin, has published
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a most agreeable abridgement. Procurea small Paris
edition,tocarryinyourpocket.Contractan
intimacy with Quintilian, and I will engage that youwill
love him as a friend, while you respect him as an instructor.From
a frequentconversationwith
him,
you will improve in good sense and sound reasoning,
in taste, and in the art of just criticism.
H e is sometimes a little difficult; but Rollin generally removes the
difficulty, byshort well-chosennotes,
which afford much light,without consumingmuchtime.
If I should tell you how greatly
I admire Quintilian, you would attributemy praises to the prejudice
of an unreasonable partiality. I have long made him
my companion; and I know no author in didactics
thatequals the merit of Quintilian.Ifyouanxiouslydesireimprovement,readQuintilianrepeatedly. I am sure I cannot give you better advice for
the conduct of your studies in eloquence, after having ende,avoured to secure your first attention to the
great models, CiceroandDemosthenes.However
paradoxical it may seem, I wish you to contemplate
thegreatworks
of genius,before you studythe
minute rules of art; and to feel as nature dictates,
before your ardour is cooled by technical theory.
You may wonder, perhaps, that
I do not recommendtherhetoric of Aristotle. I leaveit to your
future studies, andto yourownoption.Aristotle
wrote in a manner so dry and jejune, as disgusts alld
to
deters a youngreader. I am farfrommeaning
detract from him ; for I consider him as one who understood human nature better than most of the sons
of Adam ; and who derives the instructions he gives,
from the study of man, and the anatomyof the heart.
But he requires a reader of mature judgment, aud
that degree of improvement already obtained, which
it is the business of a didactic author to produce,
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The rhetorical books of Cicero are also, like those
of Aristotle, better adapted to the manly than the
juvenile age ; because they are in subtle dialogues ;
where erroneous opinions are maintained by some of
the interlocntors with such ingenuity, as may deceive
and mislead a young student, whose judgment is not
confirmed by experienceand reflection. Theyare
however politeconferences;
and well worthy of
your perusal, for the elegance of their language, the
urbanity of their manners, and thegenerosity of their
sentiments. But the rhetorical instruction in them is
too widely diffused, to be easily reduced to a clear
and systematic form. It is justlyobservecl by Rollin,
that Quintilianunites the beauties of Cicero and
Aristotle, without their abstruseness. He adorns the
subtlety of the stagyrite, by introdacing the flowers
of Ciceronianeloquence; and while heentertains
the young student with the charms ofhisstyle, he
exercises the abilities of the profoundest scholar, by
the solidity of his sense.
Quintilian and Cicero mutually reflect lights on
each other.
Let Cicero, therefore, be your master, in style;
and Quintilian, in therules of rhetoric.AristotIe
may remain on your shelves, till your own inclination
shallprompt you to take him down.
I am, &LC.

LETl'ER XIV.

MY LORD,
IN

the study of rhetoric, unlike a professor of anatomy, who presents to you a skeleton, rather than a
beautiful living body, I advise you to contemplate
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the finished master-pieces of eloquence produced'by
genius, polished by art, and brought, as far as human
nature will allow, toconsummateperfection.
The
dry books of rhetoric which starvethegenius
by
theirmeagre diet, I leave to studentswhotalk of
eloquence in the schools ; but who will have no opportunity, as you will, of displaying it in the senate
or at the bar. You,
my lord, will spend your valuable time of preparation better than in talkingabout
it and ahout it. You will imbibe as much of theory
as is necessary, and no more ; and then plunge into
the practice. Have courage ; and I venture to predict,thatyou
will swimwithoutcorks,whilethe
rhetoricians from the schools shall scarcely be able
to keep their heads above water.
But if there is any author on the art of rhetoric
less dreary than the scholastic rhetoricians, and you
choose to read him, by all means pursue yourinclination. If there is any-rhetorician with the genius of
an orator, I exhort you to studyhim;and
what
think you of Longinus ? Panegyric has been lavish in
his praise. But to speak the truth, I think you mill
learn more from his example than his precepts. H e
teaches little by rule; but his style is fine, his sentiments noble. Plotinus calls Longinus a philologer ;
not a philosopher. Longinus certainly bears no resemblancetoAristotle,andindeedverylittleto
Quintilian. Read Longinus, as I have advised you
to read Demosthenes, aloud ; forhe is in truth an
orator, in the shape of a critic. Catch his spirit; and
it will ennoble your eloquence, it will ennoble your
heart, more than the blood of the Tudors. His treatise on the sublime, or rather on preerningnt excellence,for so I mightentitle it, is but short ; and
if you have a good appetite, you may devour and
digest the whole in a fortnight.

*
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Mr. TOUP’S
edition of Longinus, so far asconcerns
the state of the text, is far superior to thatof Bishop
Pearce. It wassubsequentto
it; andMr. Toup,
I believe, was a far better Greek scholar than the
good bishop, whose merit, however, ought not to be
lightly esteemed. The bishop’s notes are well worth
your attention; but read the text in TOUP’S
edition.
Remembermy old andrepeated advice. Letthe
text of your authors occupy thefirst and greatest
share of your attention. Many scholars actually take
more delight in the notes than the text; and seem to
have forgotten their author, while they are immersed
in the commentary. Pray beware of these Lethsan
waters. The notes in Tollius’s edition are too numerous, andfrequentlylittle tothe purpose. TOUP’S
and Rhunkenius’s notes chiefly concern the correctness of the text, and the collation of manuscripts ;
and therefore, though very valuable, are not adapted
to the natureof your lordship’s liberal studies, which
are to terminate in life and action,andnot
t o be
confined to theshade of a cloister. You will be
thankful to the verbal critics for giving you a corrected text ; but you will not trouble yourself about
the means by which they were enabled to correct it.
That was their affair, and they have discharged the
duty faithfully. They have fully evinced their learning, ingenuity, and industry. The world knows their
excellence ; and you, my Lord, will, for the present,
give them credit for it, without troubling yourself to
examine the testimonies. Your business is with the
master, and not with his servile retinue.
The Englishtranslation of Longinus by Dean
Smith, has been in great repute.
It is certainly the
best translation of him in English ;but I do not thiuk
your Lordship will be able to form from it a just idea
. of the animated style of Longinus. Besides, as the
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Dean was under the necessity of following Pearce’s
text, which is not very correct, he hasin some places
misrepresented Longinus, which he would not have
done, had Mr. TOUP’S
edition been published when
he wrote.
I mention the imperfections of translations, chiefly
to induce your lordship to have recourse to the originals ; andnottoacquiesce,throughmereindoa faint copy. And I do it the more
lence,in
solicitously, because many sensible men, who have
forgotten their school attainments, contend, that to
read the original languages is now an unnecessary
trouble, and mere pedantry; since all that
is valuin
able in them may be read more compendiously
excellent translations in our own language. I must
not close my letter without desiring you to read, as
a preparation for Longinus,thelearneddissertation
,
of SchardarnprefixedbyTouptohis
edition. I
regret that an edition from so accurate a critic, and
from an universitypress,shouldnot
be freefrom
grosstypographicalerrata.You
will beaware of
as you
read.
I am,
them,
and
correct

&c.

LETTER XV.

MY LORD,
UNWILLING
as I am to require moreof yoa than your
time will admit, I do not mention Demetrius Plmlereus, and Dion*ysius of Halicarnassus, two other
justly celebrated rhetoricians, as absolutely necessary
to be read by you : but I recommend them as a very
desirable part of your rhetorical studies, when opportunity shall enable you, and your inclination lead
you, to study them with the attention they deserve.
The book of Dionysins the Halicarnassian, on the ’
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structure of words, is a most curious, ingenious, and
instructiveperformance. W e l l understoodand digested, it will enable your lordship to judge of style
on solid principles, not merely by instinctive or improved taste, but with a critical knowledge of the
cause of that excellence which you feel and admire.
But as such treatises are rather apt todisgust young
students, I willingly consent to your postponing
them,till your own curiosity shall prompt you to
examine their recondite doctrines.
W h e n you shall
have read them, you will be a master, and no longer
a scholar.
I am still of opinion, and I will repeat, that you
will improvemore by familiarizing your earand
understanding to the pure and finished orations of
Cicero and Demosthenes, than by the best didactic
teachers, ancient and modern. I havealready recommended these authors with earnestness, and they
may continue to be the study of your life, as well as
of your earlier age.
But I should be guilty of a great omission, if I
did not also recommend the study of those speeches,
which theancient historianshaveabundantly
inserted in thecourse of their fine recitals.
There is an old collection of speeches, in folio,
both from the Greek and Roman historians, which I
wish you to procure. Read the most celebrated of
them; never omitting the argument prefixed, without
which you will often be involved in darkness, and
lay aside the book in that disgust which arises from
obscurity. The Latin part of this useful publication
has been printed for the use of schools, in a small
pocket volume, and, as a student of oratory, you
cannot do better than make it a companion. If you
were to learn a few of the short speeches by memory,
and repeat them with emphasis as an exercise, YOQ
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wouldinevitablycatch a portion of the Athenian
a
andtheRoman
fire. You will observeinthem
wonderfulvariety of style, corresponding with the
characters of the various speakers and wrlters ; and
you will discover beauties not at all inferior to those
of Cicero and Demosthenes.
You will immediately see thatmost of the speeches
are the compositions of the historians, and not of the
You will
personages to whom they are attributed.
therefore justly expectto find in them all the excetlencies of the finest w-riters, of Livy, of Sallust, of
Tacitus. In the speeches YOU will see their general
excellencies in singular perfection; for the historians
certainly exerted the whole force of their genius in
exhibiting the eloquenceof their principal characters.
The speeches are, in fact, in the best style of Herodotus,Thucydides,Xenophon,Livy,Sallust,and
Tacitus.
I think this exercise will 'be entertaining, and that.
you will pursue it from clloice, after you have once
begun it. Let me add,that if you werefirst to
commit theLatinorGreekto
memory, andthen
recite, in your study, the subject-matter in English,
in the very best words which you cancommand, you
would derive a great degree of improvement from
habitual
practice.
the
I am, &c.

LETTER XVI.

M Y LORD,
As happiness is the ultimate scopeof our studies, as
well as of all our other activity, if there is any mode
of prosecuting them likely to disturb happiness, it
ought to be relinquished, though in itself it may be
a right mode, and highly conducive to. the particular
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end proposed. But you are sensible, that no happiness can be enjoyed without health; and it will
avail you little, to become a scholar, a philosopher,
essentialdetriment of your
and an orator,tothe
constitution.
Therefore, my Lord, as your sincere friend, who
wishes yourhappinessaboveeverything,andrecommends study only so far as it is productive of it,
I think it my duty to advise a great attention to the
preservation of your health in the conduct
of your
studies.
Have regard to the attitude in which you read or
write. Vary it as nmch as yon can: sit, stand, and
walk, alternately.Continue
not the same studies
after a languor seizes you. Make use of weights,
such as were used in the Skiamnuchia. Use a swing
for your hands, suspended from the ceiling of your
book-room. Adopt everycontrivance wbicb the ingenious mechanic has devised to counteract
the effects
of a sedentary life.
Let yourdiet be simple; bnt at the same time
plentiful. Abstemiousness has been carried to a pernicious extreme by thepresentage.
Dr. Cheyne's
books contributed to introduce it, and Dr."Cadogan's
pamphlet on the gout rendered it universal among
have
valetudinariaus. Asthenic or nervous diseases
in course multiplied.
Butthe
diseases of inanition are less easily
cured than those of repletion. Yon mill, in this, as
in every thing else, observe the goldenmean; following, ingreat measure, thedictates of nature,
the suggestions of unprovokedappetite,your
own
feelings, and your own constitution. As a student,
in some degree sedentary, you require a generous,
though a frugal diet. Be not afraid of growing too
corpulent. Many young men and womeu have ruined
VOL. v.
D
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their health by endeavours to emaciate theirperscins,
for the sake of a genteel figure. It is vain to contend against nature; we may destroy her strength,
but we cannot alter her course, without doing ourselves an irreparable injury.
Beware of tampering withmedicine.
Thereare
own
books which pretend to render every man his
physician ; and they have done greatmischief to the
weak and valetudinary. Seek the best advice under
disease, and follow it. Assist it by a careful attenThe
tion to diet,fresh air, andmoderateexercise.
non-naturals are the best physic.
Read little or nothing' very late in the evening :
spend the hours before you retire to rest in cheerful
conversation, andtakecare
to retire early. You
will thus be inclined to rise early, and the morning
air will brace and invigorate you for the business of
the day. Tn the management of your body, approach
as much as possible to nature and simplicity. Never
fail, in fine weather, to use two hours' exercise before
or
dinner. Letnotyourexercisebeveryviolent,
longprotracted.
The presentageseemstohave
run into an extreme with respect to exercise, as well
as abstemiousness. Exercise has been rendered hard
labour, and abstemiousness downright starving.
No
wonder, that the poor frail machine is soon worn Qut
with constant friction, and withscarcely any oil to
supply its waste, and facilitate its motion.
These few hints on the subject of your health, 1
thought it right to submit to you, before we proceed
any farther in our correspondence ; but I must add
caution upon caution. In taking care of your health,
be upon your guard lest you become fanciful j and
suspect yourself to be ill whenyou are in perfect
health. Fanciful maladies have the
ill effect of r e d
ones, and frequently produce them. Remember the
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famous inscription on the tomb of an imaginary valetudinarian, ‘;I was well, I would be better, and!
here I am.”
You have youth and a good constitution. You.
may therefore confide in it, so long as you do not
abuse it by excess either of indulgence or of self-.
denial. It has been said, that it ia better to wear:
out, than to rust out.Andindeed
indolence, au
uncomfortable and dishonourable state in itself, is
also the fruitful parent of diseases, bothreal and
fanciful.
Be gentle and moderate in every thing which concerns your regimen ; and thus will your health and
your diligence hst the longer.
I am, &c.

LETTER XVLT.

MY LORD,
MTGBT now lay aside my pen ; for I am clearly of
opinion, that when you shall have done what I have
already advised, you will be well able to pursue your
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own studies without assistance. But you desire me
to proceed, and give you my thoughts on theremainder of the plan which you proposed ; and in
general, on subjects allied t o literature and the conduct of life. I comply with pleasure ; but remember,
my Lord, I do not pretend to prescribe with the authority of a tutor. I do’ no more than communicaie
my thoughts for aur mutual amusement, and you are
perfectly at liberty to reject or adopt whateverI may
recommend.
If I do not forget, your plan comprehended the
3 e l l k s Lettres, Logic, Ethics, Metaphysics, Physics,
&tbematic.s, History, General Philosophy, and GB,
nelllal Literature.
D2
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InformingyourLordship
as a speaker,almost
every part of theBellesLettres
will be of use.
There is scarcely any beauty of style or sentiment,
that may not add to the embellishment, as well as to
the substance, of a fine piece of oratory. But in pursuit of the Belles Lettres, after thefirst great authors
to choose
are recommended,youmustbeallowed
your books agreeably to your own taste. Much cont r o d or limitation is, I believe, detrimental to genius.
I will, however, as you desire it, write to you on the
subject; but not in the form of a preceptor. I dictate not to you as a master, but communicate, as a
friend and companion.
I have some cursory thoughts to suggest,on polite
learning, every part of which is highly necessary for
your study ; but I shall intersperse them occasionally, or reserve them, till I have written to you
a
few hints on Logic, Ethics, and the restof the course
which I have just now described. If I shall be found
to makefrequentexcursions,you
will remember,
that I never affected, in thecourse of a familiar
correspondence, the precise formality of a didactic
system.
I am, &c.

LETTER XVLII.

MY LORD,
WEcan neither write, speak, nor think justly, however plausibly,withoutreasoning.conclusively.
If
there is an art then, which undertakes to improve us
in the power of using our reason, let
us earnestly
seek its assistance. Such is the art of Logic.
You may speak fluently, rhetorically, and perhaps
A plainagreeably,without
i t ; but notsolidly.
speaking and clear-headed man, may rise and refute
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the whole of your harangue, if it is illogica1, by
two or three well-argued sentences without a single
trope.
Let us then, my Lord, lay in a store of Logic, as
a foundation for our rhetoric. W h e n we shall have
fixed a firm foundation, we may adorn our front, as
much as we please, with festoons, Corinthian pillars,
friezes, and cornices.
But is Logic able to effect what itpretends?
Perhaps notquite so much ; but judiciously cultivated,
i t can do a great deal, and it is well worth Some
share of yourattention.Besides,
you cannotbe a
general scholar,which I wish you to be, without
some acquaintance with this celebrated art,
merely
as a branch of literature.
The Logic books which I advise you to procure
are; those of Wallis, Sanderson, Aldrich, Watts,
and Duncan. Watt’s Logic, readin selectparts,
will perhaps answer your purpose ; but I advise you
to inspectthe others, that you may form a just
idea of the scholastic terms, and the language of
logicians.
Thatpart of the Logic books which treats of
sophisms, is particularlyworthy of your study. It
may enable you to detect fallacies in the speeches
of your opponents, and to aTroid them in your own.
It mtty teach you to confute a long harangue with a
single observation.
You will in course perfect yourself in the art of
making syllogisms ; and I an1 under no apprehension
of your dwelling on logical subtilties, S O as to Iose
much time, or cool the ardour of your genius, formed,
as. it. is, for livelier and more active pursuits.
But, my Lord,give me leave to advise you to
apply the art of Logic, where it is much wanted, and
has seldom been closely followed, to common life.
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*You'will there find -it of great advantage. People
are for ever reasoning wrong in common conversb
tion, and on the motives and consequences of their
daily conduct. From the want of just thought and
aceurate reasoning on common emergencies, they
hastily form wrong conclusions, and fall into foolish
gctions ; the slaves of prejudice, ignorance, passion,
All this mighteasilybeavoided,
andabsurdity.
by-exercisingplain commonsense,sufficiently
informed ; or, in other words, by sound Logic.
You will derive much happiness and dignity from
accustoming yourself to submit
your fancies, humours,
caprices, and all your eager desires, to the touchstone
of a syllogism. When any new questionarises in
common life, no less than .books, which requires a
Bound juclgment, form the matter into a syllogism,
qnd abide by the conclusion, whatever it may be,
fmthfully and resolutely. By using
yourself to this
method in little things, you will naturally adopt it in
g r e e t m e s ; and the result will be, sound judgment
in writing,speaking, and acting; decision in thought,
and firmness in conduct.
' A most..valuable effect this, of studyinginthe
dehool of Aristotle. It will give you a superiority
Over morethan half mankind, who seldom allow
themselves time to reason closely and justly, if they
pewon at all.
I am, &c.
I

LETTER XIX.
I

MY L O R D ,

IN the $ai of academical education established in
Somb of the universities,Metaphysicssucceed
study of Logic.
I

the

But I -reaIlg cam-f. recoamend them. to your -par-

Y O W ( 3 NOBLEUAN.

39

ticuIar notice. If your geniusleads you to them,
you will follow its bias, and probably succeed in the
are, to the generality of men, a
pursnits. But they
dull,if not a useless Btudy. It is diflicult to point
out their utility to men designed for active life.
They are indeed an innocent amusement, aud serve
t o fill up the time of the contemplative.
But a8 your view is to be a general scholar, not
merely for the praise of scholarship, or the pleasure
of contemplation, but in order to be an accomplished
speaker, you will make yourself acquainted with some
little treatise of Metaphysics, which may give you
a general idea of them, and enable you to ascertain
their uBe and value.
I inclose you a little volume, containing a treatise
on them by Francis Hutcheson, the Scotcb
professor:
and if you can read it without falling asleep over it,
you may acquire from it m inconsiderable share of
elemeqtary knowledge inthe recondite science of
Metaphysics : a science no further to be pursued by
you, than as it is a branch of general erudition.
Read also Locke’s Esstty on the HumanUnderstanding, and you will perhaps have proceeded as
far in these abstruse researches as yourtime will
allow, and indeed as far as your present occasions
.will require. Should you hereafter become a professed philosopher, you will penetrate more deeply,
*and extelld your views more widely,in the dreary
resion of Metaphysics, where to the eye of genius
and imagination, no blossom blows, no verdure softens
the horror of the scene.
I am, &c.
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LETTER XX.

Mu LORD,
THEtime you save by shortening the period of your
application to metaphysics, may be usefully devoted
to the more valuable parts of Logic. Mistake me not
so much as to suppose that
I despise Logic in general.
It is only the scholastic part which I wish you to
neglect. Rational logic, or common sense improved
by rules, is a mostvaluableart;and
I should be
b
alad to observe in you a taste for its cultivation.
Logic, you know, is divided into four parts. The
first teaches to conceive clear ideas of single objects:
the second, to form a judgmcnt on them : the third,
t o argue from them conclusively : and the fourth, to
arrange them in the best and most lucid order.
Nothing can contribute more than this, to accomplish the orator and the man. Logic, divested of its
pedanticandunnecessarysubtilties,isveryjustly
termed an instrument; or as Ariatotle termed it, an
oryanon, tofacilitate
the attainment of allother
sciences.
After reading Sanderson or Watts, form in your
own mind a little logicalsystem for daily use. Accustomyourself
to conceiveclearly,
tojudge or
affirm on solid grounds, to reason irrefragably, and
to methodizein themostconvenientandluminous
arrangement.
Carrying this orgunon, as philosophers call it, or
instrument, about you, like your watch, or your eyeglass, you will find it of perpetual service. It will
give you an advantage in the transaction of all business, whether public or private. Few men possess
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it. Many have indeed read the common treatises on
Logic ; but they were either puzzled or disgusted, or
both,with
the dull subtilties of the schools, and
never disentangled the good from the bad, so as to
be able to avail themselves of it after leavingthe
university. You will extract the kernel, and throw
away the shell.
A clear head is certainly one of the most valuable
blessings which a man, and especially a man of business, such as you intend to be, can possess. Nature
musthave done a great deal towards producingit ; but
the Manual of Logic which I recommend, that is, a
little system compiled by yourself, and divested of
every thingsuperfluous, will improve and assist nature
wonderfully.
It is impossible but that hewho has long exercised
hismind in defining, dividing, distinguishing, arguing, and methodizing, shouldexcel the majority of
men with whom he converses. And there is a pleasure in theseoperations, whichwill lead himwho
has once tasted it, to pursue them on all occasions
which require deliberation.
Indistinctness of ideas, falsehood, blunders, iuconclusive argumentation and confusion, are painful ;
and yet, to the nlisfortune of human nature, they are
common. Error, guilt, sorrow, and every species of
€011~and misery, are the consequences ; and therefore your Lordship,on a due consideration of the
matter, canwant no exhortation to study an art,
which tends to improve man in that very faculty
in which he excels all the animal creation.
But, my Lord, cautions are necessary to be added
to almost every piece of advice. While I urge you
to reason on every thing, you must remember that
I mean that you should reason in silent thought, and
not obtrude your arguments on every occasion, and
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.in all company. A cavilling, wrangling, disputatious habit will not be borne. You must think with
the wise,and, on manyoccasions, condescendto
talk withthevulgar.
You will go into few companies, and be present in little business, where some
parties do not err against every rule
of Logic ; i n perceiving indistinctly,judging falsely, arguing absurdly,
and in placing things in a preposterous order. You
.must hear, and bear with patience ; taking care to
let your DWR mind be regulated by your invaluable
organon, or portable rule of reason.
As Logic is but little attended to in the course of
what is called a polite education, you will have the
advantage, on most occasions, of a singular solidity
in your eloquence. y o u will oftkn gain your point,
.and be admired and esteemed for great abilities in
-theconduct of business,when you havedoneno
. more than exercise your
commonsense, unwarped
-by fancy, pre,judice, and passion.
You very justlyobserve, that I have often, in your
hearing, expressed my contempt of scholastic logic.
I still avow it. But lest you should suppose that I
condemned rational logic with it, I have been here
more diffuse in endeavouring to convince you that I
entertain the highest esteem for it.
Logic, well cultivated,andunderstood
in the
-sense in which I haverecommended, will not fail,
with yourparts,learning,andother
accompligh.merits, to render you a distinguished and convincing
I am, kc.
speaker.
LETTER XXI.

MY LORD,
.A WITLING, who intended to throw contempt upon
logic; 'made an asagram of the word logica; sncl
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called it caZigo. As it has been taught for centuries
in the scholastic method, to raw boys just entered
at the university, it might justly he called, the art
of darkeningand confusing the mind ; hut as I
have advised you to make use of it, I think it capable
of becoming a torch to illuminate your whole progress throughout the land of learning : but you must
not dwell on it as an end. Use it, a6, what it is,
merely an instrument. Use it as you would a pair of
spectacles, or a spying-glass, whenyou cannot see
so clearly without it as with it. You have good
eyes,-and perhaps may not often want a magnifyingglass ; but it is good to keep one in your pocket.
. There is littledanger
of too great au attention
being paid tothisstudy in thepresent age. The
tide of fashion and prejudice runs strongly against
it; and it is for this reason I have thought it necessary to urge your attel~tion toit.
It is very true, that God has not made men merely
animals, and left it to Aristotle t o make them rational.
Boys reason, illiterate men and women reason ; and
though they oftenreason wrong,yet,for
the most
part, they are capable of reasoning rightly, if they
will but
exert
their
natural
abilities, unassisted by
art and rule.
. It has been said, that a man might as well learn
the art of eating, drinking, walking, seeing, smelling,
tasting, and the rest, as the art of reasoning; that
the power of reasoning comes to a rational creature
as naturally as the power of muscular motion: and
in
exerting muscular motion, who gives himself the
trouble tolearnthe names of the nluscles to he moved,
andthe sinews to be strained? There is great plausibility, and some truth, in all these objections to
Logic. There are indeed sound objections, whenever
Logic is taught as a principal object; n0tas.ameans,
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but as an end, or as absolutely necessary to the use
of natural reason.
I recommend it only as an auxiliary, which, under
proper management, may be highly useful. And
though I have a sovereigrl contempt for the Logic of
the schools, and the poorpedantry,
whichmade
a merely instrumental art the
ultimate scope of study,
and the business oflife, yet I most confidently advise
you to comprise it among your preparatory studies.
Y o u will not spend that time upon the tools, which
is necessary to finish the work.
Of the five books which I mentioned, Wallis,
Sanderson,Aldrich, Watts, and Duncan, you ask
me the several characters. Wallis is clear, but diffuse and tedious. Sandersonismasterlyin
delinition ; and I wish you to read him with great attention,Aldrich’s book is a little compendium, which
may serveoccasiordlytorefreshyour
memory,
whenever you are desirous of reviving your logical
knowledge. Watts’s being in English, and rendered
easy and popular, you may probably be induced to
giveitthemostattentiveperusal.
Duncan’s was
used in somecollegesinOxford:but
1 knownot
why it should be preferred to the others.
Dr. Watts was of a mostdevoutandreligious
disposition, and gave every thing he touched a religious tinge. This, I hope, will be no objection, in
your mind, to his very ingenious book. It ought to
be a recommendation of it to every good and pious
nmn; though it must, at, the same time, he allowed,
that thedivine has sometimes obtruded divinity, where
it couldnotbeintroducedwithoutsomedegree
of
violence. But good doctrine is not ‘the less good
because not delivered from a pulpit
There are many other treatises on Logic, beside
those which I have mentioned, but they are scarcely
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worth your attention. Theyattempt to diversify,
where diversification is not wanted, and to facilitate,
where the difficultyis easily surmountable by conlmon
sa.gacity.
I am, &c.

LETTER XXII.

MY LORD,
I A M glad you treated with silent contempt the sarcastical hints which were thrown out against your
pedantry, by the merry noblemen whom you describe.
To argue with them, would have been fruitless, and
overpowered
not worth your while. They would 1la.v~:
you with noise, nonsense, oaths, and laughter. They
may be jolly good-natured companions ; but they
willnever become great men. They must lean on
the merit of their ancestors.
It is a common artifice among theignorantand
profligate, to endeavour to explode all appearances
of learningunderthe
nameof pedantry : and all
professions of virtueand religion, under that of
methodism, or hypocrisy. I am glad vou have sense
enough to see their artitice ; and spirit enough not to
be intimidated by their clamour. Their triumph
will be but short.Indeed, it is no triumph, but in
the company of silly young men like themselves, who
naturally associate together from similarity of taste,
for mutual defence and to keep each other in countenance.
It must often be your lot to fall into suchcompany. Wheneverit happens, the best way is to
treat them with real good-nature, yet witli a civility
ratherdistant;neverattempting
at your age, to
preach, as they call it, nol- to obtrude your knowledge on their unwilling attention. Yet.always re,
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member to act and speak with spirit, blended with
your good-nature, or else they will overbear you,
Persevere, with unshaken stedfastness, in the laudable pursuits which you have chosen; and you will.
soon be looked up to by those who now wish to reduceyouto - their own level. They are unfortunately ignorant, and have nothing but false fire and
audacity to support a figure in society.
Avoid all unnecessary singularity ; but be manly
enough to dare, inspite of all the imputations of
pedantry, to persist i n endeavouring to render yourselfsingularinmoralandintellectualexcellence,
though never so in matters of indifference.
The persons who wished to render you ridiculous,
by calling you pedant, have indeed, through the corruption of the state, some politicalconsequence ;
though they have no other personal authority than
theirfortunes purchase, and theirpresumption arrogates. Take care not to make them enemies, for
they are revengeful and mischievous. They will
soon enough be inclined to court your acquaintance,
a11d to seek your advice. You willbe of real consequence to them ; for you will have weight of character and weight of abilities, together with rank and
by honourable means.
fortune.Makethemfriends
They may become, under your guidance, (for, d e
pend upon it, they are too insignificant to become
leaders themselves,) useful auxiliaries in accomplishing thepurposes of yourpatriotism, and of your
virtuousandbenevolent ambition.
I am,

&c.

LETTER XXIII.

UYLORD,
IF I do not forget, your course of studies at the univerJty was disposed in the fallowing- order: Logic,
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Metaphysics, Physics. I do not indeed think it the
properest order ; for Mathematics should precede
Physics, as'a proper preparationfor them ; and Metaphysicsmight be postponedto the last, if not
entirely omitted.
But as the order
may be changed according to
your own discretion, let us proceed t o the consideration of Physics, or Natural Philosophy.
My Lord, I am clearly of opinion, that the best
introduction to the science, afterArithmetic and
Geometry, is a course of lectures on it, illustrated
by experiments. Opportunities of attending such
lecturesabound; for, so pleasing and popular are
the performances of the experimentalists, that ingenious men, under the self-Essnmed title of philosophers, travel the country, as Thespis did of old, with
his cart, and bring science to our doors soliciting
admission and reward.
Science, or Philosophy, approaching- in this humiliated form, loses something of her apparent dignity,
hut nothing of her real value. The itinerant experimentalists are worthy your attention. They are in
possession of an expensive and troublesome apparatus, which it is their interest to preserve constantly
in order. They are used to the management of it;
and from habit, acquire a facility in performing their
operations, which more able theorists may not poesess, through defectof a dexterity merely nlechanical.
On entering on the study of Natural Philosophy,
do not involve yourself in long and dull treatises,
which may disgust by their dificulty : hut attend experimental lectures repeatedly, till you have a clear
and perfect knowledge of all that a comprehensive
course usually explains in the most familiar manner.
If any subject strikes you with particular force ;a d
seems remarkably oongenial to your own turn of
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mind, pursue it further in books. They abound ; and
are well known to common fame.
Should your genius be peculiarly inclined io natural philosophy, go to the fountain-head, after a
due preparation of mathenlatical learning, and experimental lectures. Dare to enter upon tlle sublime
discoveries of Sir Isaac Newton. Pemberfm’s View
of then1 may be a proper instruction. I could easily
give you a long catalogue of introductory and explanatory books ; but it is unnecessary ; they stand
foremost in every shop, and you will se,lect them for
yourself, or follow the direction of your experimental
lecturer.
Natural History, Botany, Chemistry, will probably excite, as they will richly gratify your liberal
curiosity. W h y need I mention Buffon, LinnB,
Bergman, and the other celebrated authors in these
departments?Every professor or lecturer can tell
you, if you should wish to know, the most popular
and esteemed books in these sciences, which are very
generally cultivated as fashionable pursuits.
As your fortune will enable you to purchase tlle
large, expensive books in Natural Philosophy, which
are illustrated with coloured prints, I advise you to
adorn your library with them sumptuously. Persons
of your rank and fortune are they who should encourage such works ; and they will always afford you an
elegant amusement, with little other labour than that
of inspection.
I am, &c.

LETTER XXIV.

MYLORD,
You seem to have a taste for Vert&. I scarcely
know whether I may desire you to encourage it. 1

~
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think you should not make it a prime object. There
is something in it ofatrifling nature, inconsistent with
the character of a man of business ; of business so
important as yours, government and legislation. At
the same time, I think you should indulge your inclination within moderate bounds; both because a
virtuosotaste mill afford you entertainment as a
favourite study, and information on many useful subjects conuecteh with general knowledge.
Coins, medals, shells, and all the articles which
furnish the cabinets of the curious, supply a philosophical mind with many hints for useful reflection.
To the trifling mindwhich dotes on them, as an
infant on its toys, their utility is circumscribed to
their power of afhrding an inoffensive anlusement.
But let me add, that inoffensive amusements are of
too much value among the opulent whose time is their
own, to be entirely despised.
You ask me, whether I advise you to indnlge
an antiquarian taste. By all means; if you feel a
strong propensity to it. It will furnish you with much
delight, and much matter for entertaining rcflection.
The mindmust have a hobby-horse to ride for recreation.
But though I do not dissuade you from being a
virtuoso and an antiqnarian, yet I most earnestly recommend it to you, to confine pour taste for vertu and
antiquities within such hounds, as may prevent it
from ahsorbing your attention to stndies, which,
whether your own honour or the advantage of others
is concerned, I must consider as infinitely more important. Let others trifle. A nobleman is born for
momentous affairs.
This restraint is, 1 know, attended with some dif"
ficulty. For if we lovetrifles at all, we commonIy
love them immoderately. Our whimsical studies,
VOL. v.
E
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being objects of our own choioe, are apt to engroes
our affections likedarlings.
I should be sorry to
see you in the midst of your coins and antiquities,
forgetting your eloquence, your style, your polite
learning, and your enlarged philosophy. I wish you
to emulate a Clarendon and a Chatham, rather than
a Leland and a Hearne. Perhaps there is little danger of excess of application to any studies of this
kind, in an age when horses, hounds, the bottle and
the dice, often engross the most precious hours of the
most improvable age.
I am, &c.

LETTER XXV.

MY LOBD,
I HAVE no great opinion of Ethics treatedas a science,
according to the form of the old schoolmen. Great
ingenuity is indeed shown in them ;but it is ingenuity
which tends to confound the plain and natural distinction of good and evil, written on the heart of
man in theluminouscharacters
of a sunbeam. In
the hands of the casuists, ethics become a science,
not very favourable tothat simplicity of mind which
contributes more to honesty and to true enjoyment,
than all the precepts of the most celebrated moralists.
Feel as you ought to feel, and, with the direction of
common sense, you will, for the most part, act as
you ought to act.
Since, however, the art of man has reduced ethics
to the form of a system and a science, it will be proper for you to give it some of your attention. To
know something of them systematically, is a necessary part of a comprehensive education. I must
mention by the way, that the glorious gospel rule, of
d
o
q
i to others as we wish they shuU CEO w t o
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constitutes an epitome of maoy folios, in casuistiql
and systematical morality.
There is a pretty compendium of moral philosophy
by Francis Hutcheson, whose little
book on metaphysics I have already mentioned to you. You will
find in it the elements of ethics, natural jurisprudence, economics,and
politics, clearly and sup
cinctly displayed. This will be a very useful introduction, as the author justly
professes it to be, to the
ancient moralists, to Plato,Aristotle,Xenophon,
and Cicero; and to the modems, Grotius, Cumberland, Puffendorf, and HarrinFton.
These great authors you wdl read as your leisure
and inclination may lead you. The celebrity of
Puffendorf's book de O&io Hominis e t Civis is
such, that I think you will not rest satisfied, without
giving it a veryattentiveperusal,afterreading
Hutcheson. If you should make yourself a perfect
master of Hutcheson's Compendious Institution, and
of Puffendorf, you will not be at a loss on the subject of sytematic or scientific ethics, and your understanding will he much enlightened by the study.
Paley's Book on Moral and Political Philosophy
has singular merit; for it is entertaining as well as
highly instructive ; a circumstance rather uncommon,
in scientific treatises on morals. Remember, however, that I do not entirely subscribe to all his doctrines,several of which appear to be a little too
casuistical; I will not say, jesuitical, for I greatly
respecttheauthor.Readit
with attention; and
make your own reflections on some parts, which a p
pear to be accommodated to things as they are,
rather than as they should be. The Archdeacon
acknowledges himself greatly indebted to Search's
Light qf Nature; the three or four last volumes af
which, certainly abound in excellent thoughts, and
E2
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original illustrations; I mean those volumes, which
have in thetitle-page,
The Light of Nature and
the Gospel blended." This work is voluminous,
its great
verbose, and heavy ; and, notwithstandincl.
?
merit, difficult toberead
withoutwearmessand
occasionaldisgust,
arising from prolixity. Yetit
abounds with new ideas and valuable doctrine.
. If you can find time, and feel
an inclination for
these studies, I must not omit to urge your reading
Grolius on the Rights of War and Pence. I t is
certainly a master-piece of its kind; and therefore
should be known by every general scholar. At the
same time, I cannot but be a little apprehensive lest
your style as an orator should sufFer by a long study
of compositions, rather jejune and destitute of grace.
They are merely skeletons ; whereas I wish you to
study complete models, where the features glow with
life, and the limbs are nerved with vigour. I do not
introduce you to the Aortas siccus, when you can see
the lily and rose blooming and flourishink with life
and beauty, in your garden.
To learn ethics, I should therefore rather choose
to refer you to suchwriters as Plato, Cicero, and
Addison. There youwill behold the body of truth,
adorned with beauiy and the complexion of health.
In Puffendorf, Grotius, and other systematicwriters,
you see truth, indeed, but you see her lovely form
disfigured by the knife of the anatomist.
After having read
a volume or two of the best
writers in the systematic way, in order to obtain an
idea of ethics, t h u s treated as a science, you will
proceed to imbibe morality, as the bee sucks honey,
from every book of history,poetry,oratory,
and
divinity, which f‘dls underyour notice. You will
roamirom flower to flower, and -return loaded t o
your hive.
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The book of nature, and the book of the world,
lie open to you; books little read by the Grotius's
and theBarbeyracs.There,
with the assistance of
the knowledge you have already acquired, and d l
hereafter increase, in your study, you will comment
on men and manners ; always measuring the morality
of actions by the golden canonalreadyrepeated,
of doing to others as you tuish they should do unto
you.
I am, stc.

LETI'ER XXVI.

LORD,
I MUST repeat my caution against the casuistry which
the great writers on ethics have involuntarily introduced. A good heartand a good underscanding,
assisted by a virtuousandliberal
education, vi11
seldom err in deciding on the rectitude or obliquity
of actions. Rut he who is accustomed to suppose
nice cases of conscience, and to make curious exceptions and distinctions in morality, will, whenever he
is inclined, find it no difficult task to vindicate, by
ingenious sophisms, any villainy. Hence the sophistry
and false philosophy which disgrace the age. Systematic ethics and casuistry, however ingenious, are,
for the most part, to he considered as curious subjects for speculation, as fine exercises for the reasoning powers,andaspleasing
amusements for the
contemplative. When you act, consult your conscience ; consult experience, consult prudence, consult real life; and discard chimeras of perfection.
My Lord, I have hitherto saidlittle upon Religion.
I reserve that subject for our future correspondence.
But I cannot leavethe subject of ethics, witlmt
M Y
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gitring you m3f idea, that in the Gospels, and the
excellent sermons to which they have given rise in
the English language, you will find, as might be
expected,the best code of morallaw which the
world ever knew. Philosophy, sublimed by religion,
comes out, like metals refined by the fire.
And let me entreat you, not to be deterred either
from hearing or reading good sermons, by the preJudices of the profligate andthe infidel. In these
you will find morality taught and enforced with the
powers of human eloquence, and under the sanction
of divine authority. Some of our divines were fine
classical scholars, and most profound philosophers ;
so that in then] youwill discover the beauties of
style, the finest ethics, derivedindeed,
in some
measure, fromheathen philosophy, but improved
and enforced by religion.
Before I leave thesubject of ethics, which is
indeed a very copious one, but which I abridge, for
the sake of avoiding unnecessary details, let me recommend to your reading, Wollaston's Religion of
.Nature. It will agreeablyexercise your understanding, though you should disapprove-the systematical form. You may detect some mistakes in it;
sou may think it too mathematical in its method and
argumentation, but it is full of fine truth; and the
marginal notes are pregnant with most valuable instruction, derivedfrom the great mastersof antiquity.
I am, &c.

LETTER XXVII.

MY LORD,
TROUGH
Economics w e not usually taught in our
modern schools, they are worthier of attention, than

1
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many things which occupy the time of the student,
and inflate him with the self-conceit of profound
erudition.
You must have observed how many, both nohlemen and commoners, with ample inheritances, are
reducedto a state of pecuniarydistress. Mudl of
it certainly arises from their profusion: but perhaps
more from their neglect of economy. They are unwilling to inspect the state of their finances, from
habitualindolence;
and they are also toooften
unable to a d j n s t their accounts, through ignorance
of arithmetic. The mare involved theiraccounts
become, the more disagreeable, because the more
laborious is the task of examining them. They a t
last give up the whole in despair, and suffer every
thing relating to their finances to be conducted by
persons who are indifferent totheir employer’s interest, and attentive solely to their own.
I recommend, indeed, a personal attention to your
estate ; but not a mean parsimony. I recommend
it, that you may have it in your power to be both
just and generous; topay your debts with punctuality,
and to give andspend liberally. Independence is
one of the daughters of economy. Yourfrugality
should be the fountain of your munificence. The
reservoir, without this care, however large, will he
oftenexhausted. But I must protest, with peculiar
earnestness, against thecharacter
of a miserly
nobleman. It &odd be considered as a contradiction in terms.
Economics were dignified by theancients with
the appellation of Practical Philosophy. Xenophon
wrote one book upon them, and Aristotle two. But
they dwell too much, as might be expected, on
generaltheories; and cannot enterinto such pariiclilars as are really useful in the conduct of com-

.
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mon life. I advise you, nevertheless, to read the
work of Xenophon, as it is not long, and is capable
of affording you amuseme~~t.
Cato,Varro, Columella, and other old authors, have
written upon some brancbes of economics; chiefly
As a man of generallearning,
theagricultural.
some knowledge of them may become you; but to
gain a skill in economicsfor real utility, I must
refer you to experience, observation, common sense,
and common life. I senture to say, thatthere are
more useful ideas on the
subject to be collected in
the merchant's counting-house, the steward's office,
and in the farm, than in all thebooks of all the
philosophers.
But to enable you to make due use of the information "youmay obtain from any of these quarters, I
must recommend it to you to acquire
a competent
skill in practical arithmetic,andinbook-keeping.
Despise not the humblest parts of knowledge which
cancontribute.toyourcomfortandyourindependence.
Much of' your independence, I have alreadyhinted,
will be secured by a due attention to your revenue.
You mill not be ohligedto sell your vote and influence ; nor to court a minister for a lucrative employment, so long as you preserve your own finances
uninvolved.
Study economics, therefore, with at least as much
attention as thosesciences which terminate chiefly
in speculation. But I must repeat the caution against
excessiveparsimony.
The cautionmaynot appear
to be necessary to you at present; for you are conscious, and I am ready to allow, with pleasure, that
and proyou are as liberal as becomesyourbirth
per ty.
Butavaricehas
ever been one of the s t w e s t
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passions of human nature; and it increases perversely, when there is the least occasion for it, in
and
age afiluence.
in
&c.
I am,

LETTER XXVTIT.

MY LORD,

t
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I THANK you for the letters which you often sendme,
containing inquiries suggested by your own reading
and reflection. You know I never meant to write a
regular system in a familiar correspondence. Your
suggestions of occasional topicsagreeablybreaks
the chain of a too formal arrangement.
In studying ethics, you say you could not be disgusted, as well as perplexed, by the diversity of
opinion concerning the chief good of man. You ask
me my opinion concerningthe grand question, In
what consists happiness? It is a suhject on which I
might involve you and myself in a long disquisition;
but take theopinions of a modern philosopher, a little
dilated.
Mr. Paleyenumerates four particularsin which
happiness consists :
lst, The exercise of the social affections.
2dly, The exercise of our faculties, either of body
or mind, in the pursuit of some engaging end ; becawe engagement is the great point to be pursued.
3rdly, Happiness depends upon the prudent constitution: of the habits. Setthe habits in such a
manner, that every change may be a change for the
better.
4thly, Happinessconsists in health. When we
are in perfect health and spirits, we feel in ourselves
a habpiness,independent of any outward gratification
whntever.
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Let us consider these particulars in their order.
In the first place, happiness consists in the exercise of the social affections.
Your Lordshiphas
no doubtexperienced
the
sweet sensations attending the kindaffections. There
was a complacency diffused itself over your bosom,
whenever you acted kindly, affectionately, cordially.
Cherish such sensations. Sorry I am tosay,that
this fountain of happiness is often choked and dried
which
upin the circles of gaietyandpleasureto
your
rank
will introduceyou;
and the highlypolishedman of fashionbecomes a selfish animal,
seeking only his own gratification : he deceives himself by his greediness: he loses one of the sweetest
enjoyments of life: he becomesnarrow-minded,
morose, imperious, and consequently very unamiable
to all around him, even to his dependents
and expectants; they secretly despise him, while, for their
own interest,theycourt his favour. As you valae
your happiness,never lose sight of this firstrequisite to solid enjoyment, the emreise of the social
affections.
is, the exercise of our
Thesecondparticular
faculties, either of body or mind, in the pursuit of
some engaging end.
is necessary.
But here, my Lord,greatcaution
Thereare ends veryengaging,
which are finally
productive of mischief and misery. I hope you will
avoid gaming entirely; it is certainly engaging, but
its consequences tend to degrade nobility: it introduces to low company ; it endangers the estate; it
occupies the mind so closely, as to leave little a t t e a
tian for thereally uoble objects which ought to
engage men distinguished in society by titles and by
many valuable privilcges. Let the charms of science
engageyou:lettheimprovement
of artsengage
-
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you: let the pleasures of conversation or study
engage you: let politics engage you; I do not mean
the politics of a party, but the enlarged liberal politics of a philanthropist, and a citizen of the world,
as well as of a Briton. Be constantly occupied in
some laudable, honourable, useful pursuit, and you
will feel it your happiness. W h e n the serious business of life is laidaside awhile, be engaged in
amusements which do notdegrade, while theyrecreate. I know-you disapprove tbe taste for boxing,
and some other fashionable modes of killing time,
which, if tolerable in thelowest plebeian, are unbecoming a peer.Surely
the grand theatre of the
world affords entertaining objects enough for you to
contemplate, without reducing you to the necessity
of herding with the meanest of the performers on it,
in the meanest of their pastimes.
The third requisite to happiness,mentioned by
our philosophical divine, is the prudent constitution
of the habits. ‘(Set tbe habits,” says he, in such
B manner, that every change may be for the better.”
Do nottooeagerlyanticipatepleasure.
Do not
use up, as he expresses it, the materials of happiness
too soon: be moderate: glut not the appetite, but
keep it in a state susceptible of obvious gratification.
Accustom not yonr9elf to violent pleasures, which
must, from their nature, be difficult to obtain, and
short in duration. Form a habit of deriving pleasure
from natural circumstances, and such as may occur
every day in the common course of h u n ~ a nlife.
c‘ In the fourth place, happiness consists inhealth.
When we are in perfect health and spirits, we feel a
happiness independent of any outward circumstances
whatever.”
It has been said, that an attention to health should
be a part of our religion. Nany of our nobility
((
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certainly pursue health by exercise; but remember,
my Lord, that temperance and
good hours are no
less necessary than bodily agitation. Love
a life of
simplicity;endeavour not, by false refinement, to
render man a different animal from that which God
a d naturehavemade
him. As an animal, herequiresrestandrefreshmentatseasonablehours;
and when he follows nature, he: also, like the animals
around him, commonly enjoyshealth andvigour.
But thoughhealthisnecessary
to happiness,yet
surely it is degrading to man, especially in his youth,
to be satisfied with health alone; this is to live the
life of a brute, or even of a vegetatble. Use health
in profitable and honourable pursuits; a life so spent
would be far more pleasurable and reputable, even
if it wereshorter,thananingloriousexistence
draggedoutinlistless
inaction. You werenot
raisedabovemankindbyyourkingandcountry,
merely that you might eat, drink, and sleep, wit.hoI;t
being called to account for pour waste of time. To
live merely to take exercise for an appetite, and to
indulge it, when obtained, in luxuriousexcess, is,
for the sake of life, to lose its very best purposes.
Yet yourLordshipknowssome
men, who plume
themselves on blood, rauk, and title, and yet employ
all their morning in fox-hunting or phaeton-driving,
that they may carouse in the evening over dull port,
and gorge dainties, rendered poisonous by the arts
of cookery. But as I have heard you express yourself with pity on such men, I ne.ed not dissuade you
from imitating their example.
I am, &c.

,
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MY LORD,
WHOEVER
observes the present times, and compares
them with the past, will discover, that one principal
feature of them is a neglect of subordination. Rank
is not respected as it used to be in the days of our
fathers. A nobleman is less regarded at present,
than a gentleman of moderate fortune in the reign of
the first or second George.
One inan is indeed so little superior to another by
nature, that the great distinctions that have formerly
been conferred and preserved, were more supported
by opinion than by reality. And how was that opinioll raised and maintained? First, let us hope, by
intrinsic merit; and secondly, we are sure, by external appearance. The llobility lived in a state of
magnificence which awed the vulgar, by whom I
mean the wortlllcss.of all kiuds, a d kept them at a
due distance. They dressed with a splendour, which
the littleimitators of gentility could not equal, though
they might copy at a distance. Theyreverenced
thelnselves and their rank, and consequently avoided
colnpany and diversions which lowered them in the
minds of the people, over whom they were so preeminently exalted. They lived at their noblelnansions hospitably, and travelled toand from them with
a princely retinue.They
were almost idolized, by
fascinatiug the gaping crowd, as creatures of a
superior order.
But now, your Lordship knows, it is the fasbiou
anlong .great men to throw off all personal state.
They seek ofiunz sine dignitnfe. It is iudeed a
pleasant fashion to their inferiors, and perhaps to
P
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themselves. But, as a body, do they consulttheir
by
interest,theirhonour,ortheirpermanency,
lessening that opinion, by which chiefly they were
raisedtotheirsuperiority?Leteventsdetermine.
W e see what has happened i n France ; facilis descensus. If nobility is a valuableprivilege; if it
conduces to thehappiness of society, by exciting
virtue,. and protecting it; then any mode which can
secureitsdignity
inviolateand
undiminished, is
worthattention.
And be assured,thatexternal
pomp is necessary in a commuriity where men are
not universallyphilosophers.
All stateshave invested magistrates andnobles with official garwents,
splendidcoronets,maces,fasces,
or something te
striketheeyes
andimagination of themere F z x
Romuli, the lower orders of the people, who must
in all states be the majority.
You observe that thebishops, jndges, couusellors,
by the
clergy, military officers, arealldecorated
wisdom of our ancestorswith certain robes ordresses,
distinctive, solemu, or splendid. " Allthe world's
a stage," says the poet; and if so, all the performers
must appear in character, dressed according to the
a p e r o v , the real decorumof their characters, or they
will be mutually disgusted.
Now, my Lord, no man dislikes formality without
substancemorethan
myself. Ease,and some dcgree of carelessness,add a charm to private and
llumhle life : but to those who are exalted by opinion
a t first, and afterwards by the laws and constitution
of their country, au appearance corresponding with
theirrank and theirtitles is requisite. The same
love of ease and equality in appearances, which
annihilate all the insignia of superiority, or civil distinction, will proceed in time to destroy the superiority
itself, in a natural and unavoidable progression.
70
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So that, my Lord,though I do not recommend
empty pride, yet I must advise, after having adorned
your hereditary rank bypersonal and acquiredmerit,
to assumeall the external dignity, which your ancestors wisely deemednecessary
to supportthe
honour of nobility. Be nobly distinguished in every
part of- your establishment and your mansions.
Mankind are so made, as to expect externals to correspond with internals. You have sense enough not
to value yourself the more for a fine house, a fine
equipage, or a fine dress ; but the artisan, the servant, thetenant, the vulgar in general, will pay a
deference to you proportioned to your appearance,
If you do not comply with their prejudices in this
respect, they will soon consider all the honour they
pay t o your birth and titles as prejudice, which they
ought not to indulge.Many among the nobility of
this age have demolished the outworks ; let them not
be surprised if the mob rush in and raze the citadel.
I am, &c.

LETTER XXX.

MY LORD,
You took my advice, 1 find, and have been reading
of ,Juvenal. I should be much
theeighthsatire
pleased to hear your comments; but you desire my
thoughts upon it. You know I am always ready to
employ my literary leisure in complying w-ith such
requests as proceed from an ingenuous desire of information. Such a desire is itself a mark of a noble
nature.
Juvenal's eighth satire contains sentiments which
thefeelings of a
cannot beperfectlyagreeableto
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corrupt and depraved nobility. But are theyfounded
in truth ? Thenadoptthem,
my Lord; ancl relinquishing in your own mind
all hereditary clairns to
distinction, found them on your own personal merit.
Emulate the first founder of your family, if he was
raised by virtue. Be ennobled by your own efforts;
scorning to shinefaintly, like the moon, with reflected
light. Be a sun; not a planet, nor a satellite.
You have read this fine remain of ant.iquity in the
original. It abounds in spiritand fire, as well as
solid sense. I shall not recapitulate the sentiments,
as they- must lose much of their force in any expressions butthose of theiranimatedanthor.
But let
me prevail with you to learn the whole satire memoriter. You havebeenused to conmitpassages
from the Latin classics to your memory ; and you can
'remember nothing iu any of them more conducive to
your real honour, than the eighth satire of Juvenal.
It is to be wished that it may be well translated, for
the benefit of those of the young nobility who are
not so well able to read it in the original as your
Lordship.Eventhev
may wake out the meaning, with benefit to themselves, by the assistance of
Madan's literaltrauslation, and notes. Drydenor
Johnson should have exerted all the vigour of their
genius, in naturalising in our country a poem so full
of instruction to those whose conduct and example
is of the first consequence to society.
Do you think thatmy Lord *****, or f+*, or ***+,
would have disgraced their ancestors andthe peerage,
bytheirgrossignorance,theirbrutalbehaviour,
their low pursuits, their'vulgar associates, if they
had been impressed early in life with the ideas of
the manly Juvenal on true nobility. But they were
wretchedly educated, servilely flattered, d surrounded
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by mean hirelings, ready, for their own interest, to
gratify them in every folly, and to anticipate their
whimsical wants.
A classicaleducationcontributesmore
than any
thing 1 know io ennoble the .mind. A boy conversantwiththe
ancient Greeksand Romaus imbibes the most generous ideas, and the tincture will
not easily be lost. But you will say that Lord *#e,
and ***, and **, and X***, had a classical education. Pardon me, my Lord,theywere
sent to
schools where they might have had it: but they had
it not. Theyrelied on private tutors and plebeian
school-fellows for all their exercises. They employed
their time and thoughts infrolics, in spendingmoney,
andacquiring the reputation of fine fellows, who
wereabove t l ~ eplodding toil of application. They
never caught the patriot spirit
of a Junius Brutus,
a Cato, or any of the noble personages handed down
byPlutarch. But after spending a fewyears at a
public school, to the injury of their health and principles, in learninga little of the elements of grammar,
they rapidly run through Europe, and then returned
to display iheeffects of their education, their political
and philosophical and classical education, in corrupting boroughs, and managing an election. Feeble in
mind, feeble in body, their estatesand their characters
equally ruined, theyhave nothing to supportthem but
an empty title, the prejudices of the people in favour
of birth, and the countenance of any minister, who
may make use of them as tools of their ambition.
We give, says Juvenal, to mangy curs, the noble
names of Lion, Tiger,Leopard.”
W h e n we call
+*+*, +*+*+, Q**,and manyothers,Lords,
we
honourthem much as we dothe mangy cursof
Juvenal.
If such men nlultiply, and the modern modes of
VOL.
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education' and modern manners seem favourable to
their multiplication, can we expect that nobility will
be honoured in Englandany more thanitisin
France? Be assured, my Lord, that the people will
tramplecoronetsundertheir
feet, when they no
longer sparkle with the gems of virtue ; and wipe off
armorial bearings from the coach doors, which have
nothing to authorize them but the venal nonsense of
the herald's office.
Such characters alone as that to which your Lordship is generously aspiri'hg can save the ancient
and magnificent fabric of nobility from falliug into
ruin under the assaults of common sense, and that
free spirit which has borne all before it in America
and France. You, and those who like you, consider
what it is to be a nobleman indeed; honourable and
respectable €or your private and personal qualities,
amiable and valuable to your generation for beneficent exertions ; such only can form columns to supportandadornthe
splendid edifice. Will titled
gamesters, players, grooms, sycophants, boroughmongers, maintain the exclusive privileges of nobility, against the united efforts of a people, who know
how t o estimate the real value of all political distinctions, and who, burning with a love of liberty,
will not fail to destroy a corrupt aristocracy, as the
natural enemy of every thing truly noble?
As I wouldplant and cultivatethe oak of the
forest, for the use of our future navies, for the defence
and glory of our country ; so would I raise and preserve a rising generation of nobles, enlightened with
knowledge,animated
with virtue, determined to
support their eminence of station by eminent desert;
and like Corinthian columns in a temple, exhibiting,
with the beautiful foliage of the capital,perfect
uprightness and solidity.
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I look forward with pride and pleasureto that day,
B
when the people will consider your Lordship as
support and ornament not only of the peerage, but
of the nation ; and if the hand of violence shall be
cutting down the ancient tree of nobility, command
it to be spared for thegoldenbranch which you,
and those who imitate you, shall display to the admiring multitude.
Go, my Lord, I entreat you, and study once mote
the eighth satire of Juvenal, and commit it to your
memory, never to be effaced from the tablet.
I am,

8rc.

L E n E R XXXI.

MYLORD,
I

t

to our literarycorrespondence.
But I
beseech you to interrupt me, when any thing occur6
which you think necessary to consider as conducive
to the ornament of that illustrious character, a nohleman in a free country.
You desired me, in the last conversation we had,
to give you some directions for the formation of your
classical library. I admire the beautiful room which
you have allotted to this purpose. The aspect, which
is north, I approve, as you will not be incommoded
by the sun in the summer, and you can always make
it warm erlough in winter. The prospect of the fine
lawn from the bow-window, with the deer frequently
feeding upon it, and the weeping birches, magnificent oaks, and deeply verdant beeches, are objects
which you must always contemplatewith serene pleasure; a state of mind highly favourable to study.
I wish you to divide your Latin classical library
into four principal compartments. You do not affect
RETURN
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to have a very large or very curious collection of
books. You very sensibly wish to have alibrary for
use, rather than ostentation,
C
A
Let the first compartment be entitled, C
LINGUB LATINB
&TATIS AUREE.”
And hereplace
the works of Cicerocomplete; Plautus, Terence,
Corpus
Poetarum,
Lucretius,
Czesar, Cornelius
Nepos, Catullus, TibullusandPropertius,Varro,
Virgil,Horace,Sallust,
Livy, Justin,Cato, columella, Rei Rustici Scriptores, Vitruvius, and Ovid.
As tothe editions, as new ones are frequently
coming out, consult your very respectable booksellers, Messrs.Egertons, or Robson, or Payne, w
White, and they will inform you with judgment and
fidelity. Harwood on the Classics, t.hough not without mistakes and improprieties, will be useful to you
as a directory ; especially with the additional assistance of the tnost eminent booksellers of London. J
do not wish you to he a mere book-collector. Get
your information of the best editions as easily aud
as soon as you can, and acquiesce in them. Your
Lordship’s business is toread the contents, aadnot to
dwell on title pages and dates. Others may perform
that ministerial office, unless, from a love of books,
yon should take delight in the research, as an innocent amusement of your leisure.
The second compartment i s to be marked with the
title “&TATIS ARGENTEB;” andmust contain Curtius,
VelleiusPaterculus,Valerius
;Maximus, Cornelius
Celsus, Dictys Cretensis, Phedrus, Seneca Rhetor,
and Seneca Philosophus, Seneca: Tragediae, Persius,
Lucan, Petronius, Manilius and Gratius.
The third compartment includesthe authors~ T X T I S
BNEIE, some of whom deserve a better denomination;
particularlythe excellent Quintilian, Juvenal, Plinius
Major, Plinius Minor, Suetonius, Tacitus, Florus,

~
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Statius,
VaIerius
Flaccus, Martialis, and Silius
Ztalicus.'
The fourth compartmentis of a still lower character and comprehends theauthors ETATIS FERRE~E;
A. Gellius, Apuleius, Tertullianus, Arnobius, Minutius Felix, Vegetius e t Frontinus,Lactantius
Censorinus, Aurelius Victor, Symrnachi Epistolz,
Macrobius, Ausonius, Prudentius, Claudianus, CalphurniusetNumerianus,
Ammianus Marcellinus,
Apicius,MartianusCapella,Julius
Fermicus, and
Boethius ; and conclude with Historiae Augustae
Scriptores. So much for your Latin classical library.
I shall resume the subject of your library in my next
I am,
letter.

&c.

LETTER XXXZI.

MY LORD,
IN recommending a library, I do not mean to transcribe a bookseller's catalogue. Books are so numerous in all departments, that I might fill volumes in
the enumeration of the titles alone. But yours is to
be a select library. Your life is to be a life of
action, as well as contemplation. You will not
crowd your shelves with books, that are valuable
only becausethey are rare or curious. Excellence
of composition, andcopiousness or authenticity of
information, will alone render books valuable in your
opinion. The mostexcellent books are the commonest. W h y became they common? Because they
weredemanded.
And why weretheydemanded ?
Becausetheywere
well written; illuminated with
genius, or furnished with treasures of knowledge.
But I proceed to your Greek classical collection.
You are not to be a professor of the Greek lan-
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guage ;but as a general and polite scholar, you are to
form a just idea of the poets, the orators, the historians, and the philosophers, of thatenlightened
country. You read Greek with facility;therefore
you will notobject to admittingthebestGreek
authors into your library; theywill not be strangers
to you. Enter therefore Homer, Hesiod, Herodotus,
Thucydides, Bschylus, Euripides, Sophocles, Plato,
Aristotle, Demosthenes, Isocrates, Xenophon, Aristophanes, Pindar, Strabo, Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Plutarch, Athemus, Marcus Antoninus, Longinus, Epictetus,Theocritus,Lucian,andAnacreon.
Here will be Greek enough ; and probably much
more than you will be able, in an active life, to read
with attention. But you will read something of all
of them, that you may not be ignorant of what the
world has so long admired, and tbst you may derive
something from them for the improvement of your
own style.
There are many other Greek authors o f inferior
note, whom you will add t o your collection, if you
find any occasion for them, or are impelledby a
desire of singular eminence in Grecian literature; an
ambition which, perhaps, is not to be expected
in
one who is elevated to high rank, that he may take
an active part in legislation, and the government of
his country. Your models are not a Barnes, a Bentley, a Toup ; but a Chatham. Lord Chatham was
an excellent scholar, and, I believe, a good Grecian ;
but, then, he read Greek as a statesman and a philosopher, not as a critic or a grammarian. So will you,
my Lord, if you follow the advice of your friend.
I am, &c.
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LETTER XXXIIT.

MYLORD,
,

i
,$

EXPECT
not that I shall assume the office of dictating
to you every book which you are to place in your
library. Choose for yourself; go into the booksellers’
shops, and make purchases according to your inclination. You will have a great pleasure in exercising your own judgment in selecting your library.
You will love your books the better for it, and read
them with more avidity. It is a misfortune attending
great riches and high rank, that their possessors do
not act enough for themselves;butprocurethe
easiest and pleasantest thiugs to he done for them
by theirdependents,agents,
factors, and officious
friends. In vain hasProvidence given them eyes,
hands, and common sense ; they must see, act and
think, by the organs of others. If sucb be the privilege of noble birth, it should be deprecatedas a
calamity. The powers of action and of thinking are
gifts of nature, superior to ally which monarchs have
to bestow, Beware of falling intothat indolence,
to which a facility of obtainiug substitutes, in your
Lordship’s situation, too easily seducesthe incautious.
I willnot thereforeundertake
to furnish your
English library. Look into the catalogues ; frequent
the shops ; obtain a knowledge of books sufficient
for your purpose, by actual inspection. You will
have great pleasure in finding a book you want in a
catalogue ; and will hasten, with all the ardour of
an amateur, to purchase it before it is gone. Much
literary amusement and knowledge may he acquired
v
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bycollecting your own books inperson.Arrange
them according to your own judgment; and let not
your library befurnished, as it is papered or painted,
by the yard and without your own interposition.
Rllaps, charts,chronologicaltables,globes,telescopes, and all the proper furnitureof the library, you
will not fail to procure ; but you will choose for yourself by actual observation, and by comparison : the
very choice is an improving amusement; and you
will like the variousarticlesbetter,
and use them
more attentively, when theyhavecost
you some
time, and some pains in their selection.
Do you not think it a great disgrace to
nobility,
that ce‘rtain rich lords (I hope they are few) possess
little or no library, never purchase a book, and consider all money thrown away, that is not expended
on horses, dogs, wine, and elections ? Such men are
all body without mind ; corpus sine mente,as Horace
will notthe
says. But ifsuchshouldincrease,
peerage sink in public esteem ; and may not an enlighted people rise with indignation, and demolish
thearistocracy?Noblemenarelightsupon
a hill,
they attract universal attention. If their light burns
dimly, or emits an evil d o u r in the socket, there is
danger lest it should be extinguished, and the
useless beacon levelled with the earth. There are times
when the people are ready enough to pay homage
to talents and virtue, but they were never less disposed to worship golden calves.
‘< Nobility (says Agrippa, as quoted by Burton in
his Anatomy of NeZanchoZy) is a sanctuary of knavery and haughtiness, a cloakforwickedness, and
the execrable vicesof pride, fraud, contempt, boasting, oppression, dissimulation, lust, gluttony, malice,
ignorance. and impiety.’’
God forbid that this representation should be
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generally just in our country. If the people should
be of opinion that it is so at any time, depend upon
it the pageant is at an end, and dukes,marquises,
earls, viscounts, andbarons,
come off the stage
Messrs. Egalites.
Whether such an event would be beneficial to
mankind, I presume not t o decide ; but I ardently
wish to preserve an institution that may raise human
nature, and stimulate to generous exertion. Such I
think the ordero i nobility, under due regulations; for
honour is the nurse of virtue, as well as of the arts.
In the fabric of the political edifice, nobility has
been a beautiful and substantial column; mag it remain so, and may you, my Lord, form one of its
most admired embellishments. In order to he so,
much time must be spent in your library. It is mind,
and mind only, which can give real and lasting dignity. Externalsareveryproperto
set it off, as
foils to increase the brillianc,y of a jewel; hut the
foil gives no real value to French paste.
. But what shall we say of those noblemen who
never read? Their minds are no lesscoarseand
empty than those of' their footmen. Let us bear
with them, however, while we can: but your spirit
will, I hope, always keep you distinguished from
those that are only to be tolerated.
I am, &c.

LETTER XXXIV.

M Y LORD,
AN ancient mansion, or an old oak, undecayetl, are
venerable. The mind approaches themwith a kind
of awe. So anancient family, long famous for its
virtues md prasperity, -and still flourishing, is natq-
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rally productive of esteem. But if the old mansion
is reduced to a mere heap of rubbish, and the old
oak rotten, we pass them unnoticed, Or consider
this
them as incumbrances of theground.Apply
image to fallen, corrupt nobility.
T o use a vulgar phrase, you must keep it up, my
Lord.Send
a poor puny, degenerate lord, descended from theconqueror, with no abilities of mind
and body, and a healthy, virtuous, and able plebeian,
into a foreign country, amongperfectstrangers,
without any distinction of dress; and the strangers
will soon determine which is the nobleman. Nature
it, andit passes
produces gold, thekingstamps
current as a guinea; but if the guinea has beenclipt,
or if there is too much alloy in it, it will be rejected
at the exchange. The pure gold without any stamp
at the mint, will always retain its value according to
itsweight.Stampyour
gold, however, with vjrtuous qualities, such as affability, gentleness, courage,
good temper, magnanimity, learning, eloquence, generosity, and it will never suffer the disgrace of
being cut asunder by the sheers, and cast into the
crucible.
I am far from disparaging nobility. The times are
rather unfavourable to it; and I am endeavouring to
render it really venerable, by founding its fancied
superiority on real preeminence. Noblemen may
indeed value themselves highly ; but self-value does
not increasetheirreal
value. Theirrealvalue
is
that alone at which they are esteemed by the public.
Tt is not the seller, but tbe buyer, that determines
the price of a commodity.
Convinced as I am that you have early imbibed
these sentiments, I should not inculcate them again,
had you not informed me, that two or three young
lords, wit$ whom you often associate, had &dm-
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voured to persuade you, that there is a dignity in
birth, independent of personal merit, or beneficent
exertion. Theyspendtheir
time chiefly inthe
stable, at the tavern, and at the gaming-house; they
suhsti tute a horse-laugh in the placeof all argument;
and they would willingly reduce you, by ridiculing
your virtues, to a level with their own degenerate
state. But what say thepeople at large, onwhom
both you and they must depend for a continuance of
your honours andprivileges?They
bid you cast
your eyes over the British channel, and learn in time
a lesson of caution.
Only consider the useless life of these young noblemen, whose fortunes are princely, andwhose titles,
in sound, right honourable. Theyrise at twelve,
they dress, they ride, they dine, they game, they go
to some public place, they sup, they drink to excess,
and then retireagain, and renew the same contemptible round on the morrow. Can you wonder that the
people view their civil distinction with an evil eye ?
When such an one is 011 his deparhre, let him take
a retrospective view of his life : W h a t have I done ?
may he ask : my life has been useless to others, and
to myself dishonourable. Am I one of the lords of
the creation, as well as a lord in civil rank, distinguishedaboveothers by my country? If nature
had made me a tree, or an animal without reason, I
might probably have been more useful than I have
been, and more trnly estimable.
Never let the false wit and rude conversation of
such degenerate nobles, stop sou in your honourable career. Treat them with politeness, but act and
speak with spirit; and, above all, persevere in the
path of honour which you have chosen, and mark
the end of your choice.
I am, &c.
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LETTER X M V .

MYLORD,
HEALTH
makes the best blood, not nobility.

I could
not help adopting this idea, on seeingpoor Lord
+ * +* at the coffee-room.
H e is but five and
thirty, and he has a11 the infirmity of three-score
and ten. He was born feeble ; and yet sent early to
one of thefashionable schools, because his father
and grandfather were educated there.
His pockets
were always full of money, and he indulged himself,
i n consequence, with everyluxuryineatingand
drinking.
High-seasoned
food, and
brandy
and
water, every day, at theage of eighteen ! Sad
havoc it made in his feeble frame ! A dreadful disease, at twenty, introduced the decrepitude
of old
age a t thirty. And there he stands (and, alas ! can
hardly stand) a melancholy example of the folly of
parents, in sacrificing the health and happinessof
their children to fashion. His servant is the son of
one of his tenants, and nearly of the same age as
himself. How strong and hale ! how florid his complexion ! how cheerful his looks ! Poor Lord * * **
would give up all his pedigree for half his footman’s
vigour.
It is a great error of the present age, to bring boys
forwardtoo soon. Theyare madelittle men, and
theycontinue little men. Unfortunatelythis is in
a peculiar manner the case of therich and great.
W h a t poor creatures are many who are born to sit
in the senate-house, above their fellow-citizens, with
coronets androbes of honour ! Their whole bnsiness is to take care of their health; how can they
watch over a llation? They may indeed give a feeble voice at the command of a minister; but will the
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people respect them ? And does not their imbecility of mind and body, besides the great misfortune
of it to themselves, endanger the existence of their
order, by rendering it contemptible ?
Amongother modes of restoring lustre tothe
peerage, if it he true that it is tarnished, care should
be taken, in early youth, to prevent the body from
being weakened by excess or effeminacy. A school
in a great, corrupt, and unhealthy metropolis, should
never be chosen by those who are able to select, the
place of their children’s education. Thediet of
young persons should be plain, yet always plentiful.
Early hours of retiring to repose, and rising from it,
should beconstantlyinsisted
upon. Boys should
not be introduced to theluxuries of a noblemanJs
table, not even their father’s; nor suffered to drink
wine, or any strong liquor.
Fortunately for you, you were educated in the
country, and with rural simplicity of diet, and accommodation. You therefore preserved your health,
while you acquired those solid accomplishments,
whichwill last you tl~roughlife. But the danger is
not yet over : the late hours whicll modern life renders almost unavoidable, are certainly a deviation
from nature, and therefore debilitating. The luxury
of the table is also carried to a great height; alld
excess in wine, at ail early age, has become, in certain elevated circles, fashionable.
Be singular, my Lord, i n avoiding such practices
as will render you an old man before your time.
Takecare not toreduce yourself to such a state as
may oblige you to become a valetudinarian for
life.
Strength of body is necessary to strength of mind.
Temperance will contribute to both; but let it not
run into excess, and become the abstinence of a
devotee. And let not your exercise take up all your
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time, and serve only, as is the case with some of the
fox hunters, to give an appetite €or nocturnal orgies,
or the carousals of gross gluttony, and unideal conviviality.
I am, kc.
LETTER XXXVI.

MYLORD,
YOITreprimand mein a pleasant style of raillery;
and I acknowledge, “ith justice. I have digressed
too long from literary subjects. But you must remember, that when I engaged in correspondence
with you, I told you I should not write on a fixed
plan, but adopt such subjects as occasionally arose in
my own mind, or were suggested by your inquiries.
Every thing connectedwith the true dignity of nobility falls within my design. Literature is certainly
connected with it mist intimately. It opens the eyes
to every thing beautiful, t o all that is wise and great
and good among mankind. It reuders one man as
Superior to another, as man in geueral is superior to a
brute.
But, my Lord, I neverintendedto make you a
mere scholar. I wished to furnishyou with literature sufficient to enableyou, by a general knowledge,
to prosecuteyourinquiries
with successinto all
subjects that may solicit your notice; to give you
sound principles of arts, sciences, and polite letters ;
so that you may be able to support your dignity, to
serve your country, and t o employ your leisure
pleasantly and profitably, withoutrunninginto
intemperance or extravagance merely topass away
your time. I wished you to become a man of science
and a man of taste, that you may become amiable in
the intercourse of commnn life, and esteemed and
honoured, independently of your birth, in public. I
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wished you to be able to find the sources of amusement and happinessin yourself,without being driven,
in distress for something to do, to mere frivolity. I
wislledyou to find satisfaction in consc,ious virtue,
and j n contemplation; and not to depend on others,
the paltry ministers of pride and luxury, for the
means of avoidingthelanguor
of inactivity. I
was desirous that you should lay up a store of ideas
for the rest of your life ; that you should have means
of enjoyment in your library, in times of infirmity, and
in old age. My intention was to polish your mind,
to ennoble your heart ; to add weight to your character by solid qualities, and cause the graces of your
external manners to be the genuineemanation of
internal elegance. Such was my intention in urging
you to literary application. You need not fear the
being too learned. The manners of the times, and
the numerous avocations both of business and pleasure, which you will experience in your exaltedrank,
will never permit such a degree of application, as can
render your learning an incumbrance. The more YOU
are able to acquire in your youth, depend upon it,
the happier and the more honourable youwill live.
The world values at a high rate the virtuous qualifications of a nobleman. Theyappear with double
lustrein an exalted station, wheretemptations to
idleness andluxuryare powerful. Jewels well set
in gold are prized beyond the mere intrinsic value.
I hope, therefore, that so long as you enjoy life,
health, and your faculties, you will devote some part
of the day, however small a part, to the study of
science or politeliterature.Your
acquisitions are
already considerable, and constant attention to their
preservation and extension, will render you, without
painful labour, superior in attainments to most of
your compeers.
I-am, -&.
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LETTER XXXVII.

M Y LORD,
can scarcely have escaped your observation, that
science has been carried to great heights of improvement by men who are enemies to monarchy, enemies
to religious establishments, and euemies to the order
of nobility. Their knowledge and their virtues have
given them a personal weight and influencein the
world, that fewnoblemen,
however ancienttheir
families, and large their estates, are able tc, counterpoise. The influence of many noblemen extends
scarcely beyond their own tenant5 or a few rotten
borougbs; but the influence of these poor plebeians,
ennobled only by their own labours in their libraries,
has extended, and is at this moment extending, all
overEuropeandAmerica.
You see political phellomena whichour fathers could never have predicted.
Extensive empires, without kings, without nobles,
without bishops. Whether for the good of mankind
or not, it is a wonderful effect of personal exertion.
Writers may be proud of their power ; for they have
donewhat all the kings and nobles in the world,
with the assistance of standing armies, could never
have effected. Would you avoid innovations in
England? Would you preserve the ~mgnificent
Gothic pile of our ancestors uninjured ? Then add
personal merit to the aristocracy. Let genius, learning, and .virtue, outshine the pearls and jewels of
the peer’s coronet; and this couutry
will still, such
are its prepossessiolls in favour of nobility, honour
and support it.
T o make a solid improvement in science, and even
t o judge of the improvements made by others, it is
IT
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necessary that you should make a proficiency in mathematics; a subjectwhich I shall resume in my
next letter.
I am, &c.

LETTER XXXVIII.

MY LORD,
THINK
not that I shall advise you to grow pale over

I

!

complicateddiagramsandlong
calculations, like
some poor Philomath, in the unsocial cells of a college. I recommend thestudy of theMathematics
to you as preparatory to useful exertions in active
life. In thefirst place, theyarethebestLogic.
They superinduce habits ol” attention, precision, and
accuracy of reasoning,on
all subjects which fall
under our consideration.
But in the next place, theyarenecessary as inst,ruments in attaining t o the noblest sciences. There
can he no doubt of theirvalue and utility. Begin
then, my Lord, with resolution not to be deterred by
the idea of difficulty. There is a delight in the evident truth elicited by this study, which more than
repays all the lahour. Strong- minds love strong
exercise, and feel their vigour augmented by a conflict with difficulty.
-You are already a proficient in Arithmetic. But
you will do well to secure your attainments in this
science, by a repetition of yourpast studies in it.
Algebra will next claim your attention; and it is
superfluous to recommend t o youthevolumes
of
Professor Saunderson.
If you choose an easy
introduction
to
the
Mathematics, let me recommend to your attentive perusal,
the three volumes of Dr. W e i l ~ . T h a t authorhas
a clear and very happy modeof instruction. Deep
VOL. v.
G
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mathematicians will despise a mere elementary book
like his ; but you, who are in search of the easiest
methods o f attaining to science, will condescend to
use the most obvious and unostentatious assistance.
After readingWells, go through Euclid’s Elements
with close attention; and then, as you are not to
he a professor,youwill
have Mathematics enough
for all your purposes. If, indeed, you feel in yourself a genius for Mathematics, pursue them with the
perseverance of a Newton. All natural propensities
to science are t o be indulged without restraint. But
if I were to advise you to involve yourself in the
abstruser studies of Mathematics, the utility of which
seems to terminate in speculation, what is to become
of our statesman, our orator, our patriot ? No ; life
is short, art long, health precious. I cannot urge
you to spend your time and spirits in studies, the
result of which, after all your labour, will only afford
a little amusement to a few recluse students in one or
two universities.
The Mathematics you acquire, are to lead you to
judge of Astronomy, Navigation, Fortification, Architecture, useful Mechanics, Revenue, Tactics, National Wealth, Arts, and Manufactures.
You must have the assistance of living instructors
for improvement in all these branches of knowledge.
But the principles you mustacquire from books.
Cultivatean acquaintance with theablest men in
every department, and their conversation and advice
will greatly abridge the labour of study; but study
you must in the first instance, in order tobe qualified
to benefit by their instruction. Happilythenation
aboundswith men deeplyversedin
Naturaland
ExperimentalPhilosophy. A nobleman may easily
draw out theirrichstores,
by solicitingtheir a%
quaintance. It is one great advantage af high ra&:
t.
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that men of merit are alwaysready to repay the
countenance they receive from it, by the most liberal
communication of that excellence which their talents
and labours lrave acquired, but which no money can
purchase, aud no monarch bestow. Let the coronet
be respectfully taken off, especially in youth, to
plebeian heads adorned with genius and science. It
will be replaced, and shinewith additional
brilliancy.
I am, &c.

LETTER

XXXIX.

XYLORD,
I

DID promise you a letter upon History. But
why
need I urge you to study it ? You know its value to
a statesman and an orator.
It is indispensably ne-

cessary. But it is a most extensive field. A life
may be spent in traversing it. You never can, consistently with your other engagements,readthe
history of allages and allcountries.
The life of
an antediluvian, and the constitution of one, would
he necessary to read attentively, all that have been
written on History alone, much more to studyall
the sciences and parts
of knowledge which I have
already recommended.
W h a t must be done ? Quid lreci foTtesjacuZameGr
evo multa ? M.y Lord, grasp as much as you can ;
and what you cannot hold or reach, must be suffered
to escape. An avarice of knowledge is a laudable
avariceindeed ; but yet, even here, contentment
must be learned, if we would be happy. Alps on
Alps arise. But if we cannot reacb the summit, we
may reach some desirable eminence, enjoy a noble
*prospect, and sitdown, if we are wearied, far mom
elevated, and more rationally happy than the sbep62
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herd inthe vale. Our view is greatlyextended,
though we still know that our sensible horizon falls
infinitely short of the rational.
L e t us endeavour to abhreviateour
historical
labour,byselectingwhatever
is useful, and foregoing whatever may be dispensed with, though
entertainingtothe
imagination, and calculated to
gratify curiosity.
You must read the Grecian, the Roman, the Englishhistorians, and the history of modern Europe.
N o man can pretend to letters who is utterly unacquainted with these.
W e have abundance of histories of Greece and
Rome compiled by the moderns. But my advice is,
rc-goto the fountain-head.” Read Herodotus, Thucydides, Livy, and Tacitus ; or, if you will drink at
-the streams, read Rollin ; after these read whatever
historian you best approve, remembering, as I have
more than once repeated, that what you read from
choice atld inclination, will make the deepest impression, and be retained the longestinthe
memory.
Only give me leave to say, that as thereis such choice
of historians, you should read those chiefly that have
written in the most classical style, lest in acquiring
information you contract a barbarism of language,
and impede your progress toward one grand purpose
of your studies,
parliamentary
eloquence.
Great
stores of eloquence are to be derivedfromLivy.
His speeches are full of weight and dignity; and he
who canimitate them successfully, will always be
impressive.
There is a great deal of history very uninteresting.
This must be studied, if studied at all, in chronological tables, and referred to when occasion requires,
by dictionariesandindexes. I cannotconsentthat
a warm and vivid genius like yours should be chilled
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by meredates, proper names, and dull matters of
fact. Surveythosehistoricalpktures,
where the
dra,wing is strong, and the colouring rich ; and you
will receive such pleasure as will fix the transactions
indelibly in your memory. The faintnarrations of
uninteresting events will waste your time, and soon
vanish fromyour mind. They are only fit for dull
matter-of-factmen.
Modern History, whether from the inferior genius
of the historians, or the little
heroism of modern
manners, is far less striking to the imagination than
ancient; but to a statesman it is highly useful. Procure the best historians of every country. Your own
will of course claim yourpeculiar attention. Many
complain that we haveno good historian of our
country. You will consult the most approved; and
fame points them out sufficiently to your notice.
Rapin, H u e , Robertson, Smollet, aud the authors
to whom they refer in their margins, will furnish you
with as much knowledge in this province as you can
easily retain. As to party, you must judge for yourself how far it misled the mindsof these popular
writers. As a criticand man of taste, I think you
will agree with me that we have not yet a classical
writer of Englishhistory.
Wherearethe
living
pictures of Livy ? But information must be obtained,
whether the modes of receiving it are pleasant or
disgustful.
Voltaire writes modern history in an entertaining
manner;and to him you will haverecourse.
Tbe
difficultywill be to prevailupon yourself to read
dull annalists, dreary treaties and negotiations, and
dry proceedingsof cquncils, conventions, and senates.
But if necessary to your own honour and your country’s, you will submit with patience- to the toil : I wish
you soon to emerge from the dark mine to pleasanter
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scenes, where not only reason and memory are exercised, but the imagination delighted.

I am,

&LC.

LETTER XL.

MY LORD,
You tell me that you again incurred the derision of
yourcompany.Theylaughed
at the downfal of
nobility in England. They think it so unlikely as to
be next to impossible; and they treated with contempt your wish that they would unite with you in
rendering it morerespectable in the eyes of the
public. Theysent you, as you express it, to Coventry; they called you a pedant, and pretended to
think you a fool.
These nobles, your companions, perhaps three or
four years ago, would have laughed at the idea o l
the dethronement of the Grand Monarque, and the
abolition of nobility in France. They oncewould
have laughed at theidea
of Americanindependence. Ridiculeisentertaining;butfurnishes
no
argument, You see facts, my Lord, equally or perhaps more unlikely, than the abolition of nobility in
England, have takenplace in othercountries.
It
never can be unwise to take timely precautions. All
who understand the real state of this country, know
that there are many in it who wish to see the order
of nobility abolished. They are no less indefatigable
and the
than sagacious inpursuingtheirobjects;
spirit of the times, and the great events which have
recently happened, are certainly favourable to their
purposes.
What remains but that the nobility prove to the
w d d that their order is really beneficial io society ?
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Ana how can they do this more effectually, than by
rendering themselves as superiorin public virtue, and
useful learning, as they a.rein civil preeminence ?
Personal merit is a claim to superiority, which the
most clamorous leveller cannot dispute. Tnsignificance, crowned with a coronet, dwelling in a magnificent house, riding in a splendid coach, with arms
on the side, and attended with crowds of liveried
hirelings, will, in this age, be despised by all who are
not in some mode or other paid for their obeisance ;
and when this contempt becomes general, what shall
support an order of men originally raised abovetheir
fellows, by an opinion of the superior worth and virtue
of their ancestors ?
Let your merry companions laugh as they please,
they must in their hearts esteem you, and all, who
like you, are endeavouring to equal or to exceed
the first founders of their family. Go on then confidently. If anythingcan save the tottering fabric
from falling, it is such a column, at once graceful and
massy, as I hope you will one day appear in the eyes
of all men.
W h o knows not that human afbirs, after our best
endeavours, will ever remain far below perfection ?
W h o requires to be told that man, however elevated,
is still an infirm, frail, erringcreature; and tllat
noblemen are still subject to all the frailties flesh is
heir to? Yet society will always expect, tllat those
who enjoy peculiar privileges should, in the main,
and upon the whole, notwithstanding a few exceptions, appear to deserve them, by returning services
for advantages enjoyed, and distinctions claimed.
Wbat is society the better because certain men are
adorned with titles, and eat moredelicately, and
dmeH more sumptuously, and ride more splendidly,
and reclining in haughtiness and lazy luxury, look
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down with. contempt on thevirtuousandindastrioustribes,
who, by theirlabours,
arereally
increasing the comforts of life, and diminishing its
evils? Noblemen, regardless of themselves and the
public, anddegenerated to grooms and gamesters
andgluttons, will notbe for evertoleratedin
a
countrywheretaxesare
high andthepress
free.
Therefore,if the maintenance of theorder is deoff a most
sirabletothemselves,theymustshake
dishonourable indolence, and become what their ancestors were supposed to have been, when they were
separated by privileges from the mass of citizens.
Independently of all political considerations, and
all regard to the honour and duration of their order,
I am sure that as men theywillfeelthemselves
happier, by alife of active virtue and extensive beneficence. Thereiseveryreasontourgethem
to
labour i n improving their minds and exalting their
nature. And as thecorruption of thebestthings
becomes the worst, degenerate
nobility is infinitely
baser than plebeian depravity orvulgar
insignificance.
I am, &c.

LETTER XLI.

MY LORD,
YOURmention of thosecompanions,

who laugh at
3-our regular application to letters,and your generous
aspirations after every excellence, leads me to consider the importance of associating with men of enlightened minds and respectable characters.
A nobleman like you, enjoys the inestimable privilege of selecting his company from themixed
multitude. You are right indeed to select pleasant
companions ; for as men meet in society-formutual
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delight, the very purpose of their meeting would be
frustrated by associatingwith the morose.
But he assured that the pleasantness of a companiondoesnot
always dependupon his levity.
Mirth and jollity may pass away a vacant hour in
thoughtlessness ; but good sense, information, taste
and wit, are necessarytogive
society itshighest
relish. Remember too, thatyour company should
have the advantage of character, if you value your
own.
I hope therefore, that you will not give yourself
up, like some whom the public speaks of freely, to
the society of men whose knowledge is confined to
jockeysllip, making. of bets, feasting, playing, boxing,
cock-fighting, cricketing, and other frivolous amusements, from which the people at large can receive
no advanta.ge; which often promote riot and disorder; which produce no good aud mitigate no evil.
Arenoblemen
allowed exclusive privileges, and
loaded with riches and honours, that they may patronise and countenancethose whom the middle rank,
occupied in honest industry, consider as little better
than vagabonds and outcasts of socidy ? They may
be pleasant, honest fellows intheir way, but the
public despises them; and they will involve those of
the nobility who are always seen with them, in that
contemptinto which themselves have fallen, never
more to rise.
It is said that very great men often delight in the
company of verylittle men, andthatprincesand
nobles are remarkable for their attachment to worthless company. W h a t can he thecauses? Among
others,this perhaps is one. Nobles, notfurnished
with personal merit correspondir~g with their elevation, ace afraid of sinking in the presence of persons
who are distinguished by great talents natural and
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acquired. Topreservetheir
rank at the convivial
table, they think it best to associate with men whose
humble acquirements and contemptible charactersdo
not encroach upon their self-importance, But this is
a double misfortune; a misfortune to themselves, who
are thlls excluded from the pleasure and advantage
of company really good; and a misfortune to men of
merit, who are suffered to live unpatronised and unnoticed by those, who lavishalltheirfavours
on
theircontemptibleparasites.
Thereis no conduct
of the nobility which exasperatesthe honest and
independentpart
of thepeople more, thanthis
degrading predilection for men, who, however pleasing they may be asbuffoons, are devoid of all qualities
which excitepublic
respect,andpromotepublic
benefit.
Such is my opinion of your good sense, and of the
taste of excellence which you have imbibed from a
voluntary perusal of the best authors, that I hope
andthink my admonitions on thissubject may be
unnecessary, But the example of young men of your
own rank is seducing, and I am unwilling to omit
any topic that may be beneficial.
Let me then exhort you to form a habit of association with men of letters and science, with men eminent in the liberal professions, with men whom the
public esteems, and on whose account the public will
esteem you, if you are known to seek and to enjoy
their conversation.
C‘ The feast of reason,” is one of the most delightful pleasures allowed to man in this imperfect state.
Invite guests who are able to bringtheir share of the
entertainment.Keepopen
house for all who come
recommendedbyindubitablemerit.Buttake
care
not to admitforwardpretenders, who will be the
first to rush in, to the entire exclusion of modest

.,
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uhpresuming men, who must be drawn with a kind of
gentle violence from their obscurity.
Patronisereal worth. How few among the nobility are patrons of illustrious merit?Thereare
who pretend to be so, and bestow their favours on
doubtful claims ; on men who are chiefly remarkable
for a mean obsequiousness, and whom the public
scamely recognise as men of any merit at all. There
is an honest pride in real worth which delights in
independence, and scorns to solicit favours of the
unworthy. This pride, though really estimable, offends thelittle minds of narrow nobility. Men of
great merit are therefore kept at a distance ; while
sycophantic pretenders, favoured bytheignorance
as well as mean spirit of titled persons, (for to call
them noble would be a misnomer,)enjoy the hospitality, the conversation, and the lucrative appointments of those who are raisedto higher ground, that
they may see, and seeing, may reward all real virtue
in the vale beneath them.
As you must have observed how thisconduct
degrades individual noblemen, anddisgraces the
order, you will, notwithstanding theforce of example,
carefully avoid it. Mzcenas, though a coxconh,
had sense enough to patronise such men as Horace;
and their merit has ennobled with immortality of
fame his native insignificance.
I am, &c.
LETTER XLII.

0-

Q

MY LORD,

? I HAVE not forgotten that I promised yon a letter on
Philosophy. Her name is abusedin the present
age, but she herself must ever be estimable. True
philosophy is true wisdom.
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Many men assume to themselves the title of philosophers, who are very superficially furnished with
learning or science ; and who rely entirely on the
strength of their ownreason, and the short experience of their own lives. As aninstance of their
superiority, they controvert all the opinions
which
have been long established among mankind, as prejudices.They maysometimes be right inabstract
theory; but they would do well to consider whether
the removal of prejudices, which for ages have been
found beneficial to mankind at large, conducive to
goodorder,excitingmerit,raisingemulation,and
affording comfort and amusement, is not as unworthy
of philosophy, as it is of benevolence.Austerein
their manners, uncandid
in their judgment, dogmatical
in their doctrines, they are not to be imitated by a
learned, generous, liberal-minded, good-natured nobleman. Theirphilosophyisnot
tllephilosophy
which I recommend to your Lordship. It is too mean
for a mind cultivated by elegant letters, polished by
the fine arts, and attentive to whatever embellishes
as well as informsthe fine faculties of thehuman
intellect. It is founded on metaphysical refinement,
narrowcalculation,parsimonious
economy,
and,
upon the whole, unfit for a creature furnished with
finefeelingsandanimagination,as
well as with
reason. It allows nothing to ornament, little t o pleasure, and keeps the eye steadily fixed,
like the sordid
miser, on mere worldly utility.
I t is inimical to the
honourabledistinctions of rank. It would strip all
the gold and carving from theroof, as an appendage
which adds nothing to the solidity of the edifice.
You, my Lord, will derive your philosophy from
the sources of all elegance, the polished writers of
the best ages of antiquity. You will find a spirit in
them which ennobles man’s nature. Plato, Xenophon,
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Cicero, and those of the moderns who have trod in
their footsteps, will be your masters in philosophy ;
and while you catch their sentiments, yon will imitate
their example. They were noble by Nature's patent.
They stand among the minute philosophers of recent
times like giants among pigmies.
Theirs is the school for the acquisition of dignity.
Greatness of soul is more necessary to make a great
man, than the favour of a monarch and the blazonry
of the herald ; and greatness of soul is t o be acquired
by conversewiththeheroes
of antiquity;notthe
fighting heroes only, but the moral heroes ; those who
wrote andacted with graceandspirit
whichfew
modern philosophers of the minute school, with all
their assuming pretensions, have fully understood, or
been able to emulate.
To the ancients I refer you for a just taste of the
beautiful and sublime in manners and morals, as well
as in composition. Plato,
Xenophon,
Plutarch,
Tully, Seneca; be these your guides in philosophy.
After drinking at their fobntains, you will learn not
to overvalue the shallow streams and narrow rivulets
of the soidisant philosophers of recent times. You
will have a touchstone to discriminate infallibly between gold and baser metal. You will see the essentialdifference, however speciouslydisguised, between
sophistry and philosophy.
Under philosophy in this Letter, your own good
sense will inform you, that I do not mean natural and
experimental philosophy. The modernsexcelthe
ancients in these particulars, as much as manhood
usually excels childhood, or adolescence.
I mean the philosophy which Cicero callsv i f e dux,
vi9~-tutisindagatrix;and of which he says, in a beautiful apostrophe to her, Tu inventrix legum, tu mugistra momm et discipline. Est autem urns dies

94

LETTERS TO A

hen; ex preceptis tuis actus-eccmtd

immortalitati

nnteferendzss.
It is that philosophy which separates, by a moral
chemistry, truth from falsehood, right from wrong,
dispellingtheclouds of error, ana dissolving the
enchantments of fancy.
To her guidance I commend you, my Lord, and
doubt not but that she will conduct you to the pulchrum et honestum, to all that truly ennobles human
nature. She will lead you, I hope, ultimately to
whatmodernphilosophyexplodes,theChristian
religion.
I am,

&c.

LETTER XLIII.

MY LORD,
You think I am beginning to preach, when I mention religion. But why a prejudice against any mode
of instruction ? Indulge it not ; for it is unworthy
a man of sense, and a philosopher.
I am indeed going to preach, if to recommend religion be to preach. You may be a good man, and
a happy man, without nobility, without learning,
without eloquence; but you cannot be either without
religion. Without religion there will be a root of
bitterness shooting ~p amidst your choicest
fruits;
that will not fail to spoil their flavour. Those who
possess thel a r p t share of the world, and are totally
immersed in its pleasures, are notso happy upon the
whole, as the contented peasant with his piety.
For your own comfort therefore, I trust you will
cultivate a spirit of devotion; that you may enjoy
hope of propeace of conscience, andthesweet
tection from the King of kings, in the thousand s o r
rows which, as you are not destitute of sensibilib,

you will feel in the couree of ach.eqaered life. High
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as you are,you are not out of the reach ofmisfortune. Those you love as your own soul may die
before you, or be afflicted with pain and disease that
admit of no alleviation. You may drink deeply of
the bitter cup yourself. Years of pain may be your
lot. Yoursenses will certainly decay, if you live
long. The worldwith its pomps andvanities will
gradually vanish from you, like a cloud in a summer
evening, tinged with gold and purple.
Is it not worth while to cultivate in youth a devotional taste, which in health and prosperity will furnish you with great pleasure; and in distress, sickness, age and death, with solid comfort, when nothing else can give any delight; butwhen grandeur,
as well as riches, will appear despicable vanity?
And look a little beyond this world, (and leave it
you must, whether you chooseit ornot,) and see what
scenes religion opens to theeye of faith ! Hope
points to them in the last agoniesof expiring nature.
Were it buta delusion, (and you can never be sure
that it is not a reality, without an immediate revelation,) it would be worthy of cherishing in this mortal
state ; hut that it is not a delusion 'you have great
reason to believe, because it is supported by strong
arguments ; because the best, and most enlightened
men of all ages have beenreligious, and on their
death-beds, in their lastaccents, have left a testimony
in its favour.
But if you dislike preaching, I doubt not but you
have a peculiar objection to long sermons. To conclude therefore,
I am, &c.
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LETTER XLIV.
M Y

LORD,

THEsubject of my last is of too much consequence
not to be resumed.
Man is instinctively a religious animal. Others
approach him in reason, but none have an idea of a
God.Many of them, as the dog, look up to man
with a species of adoration,resemblingthat
with
religious inwhichhe looks up to the Deity. This
stinct in man is a certain proof of that dignity of
humannature,whichthemodernphilosophersare
endeavouring to depreciate.
But those who claim a dinpity among their fellowcreatures, mill never, if they arewise, study tolower
the dignity of the whole race. If there be no dignity
in human nature, there can he none i n any partaker
of it. Nobles will act wisely i n maintaining religion
in its full vigour, if they should be actuated solely by
selfish or political motives.
If man be a reptile, incapable of sustaining a character at once good and great, how ridiculous to put
a coronet on his head, and clothe him in purple !
They are the greatestlevellers, who aim at levelling
man with the brute. If we are all asses, no ass
among us will long be permitted to wear a lion’s
skin.
Indeed, poor human nature, with all its dignity,
stands i n reed of every support to prevent it from
falling beneath itself. Whatever can raise it from the
savage and barbarous state, ought to be cherished.
The wild crah-stock must be graftedwith the pippin,
I wish your religion not to be a political one, but
the spontaneous growth of a good and feeling heart.
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Yet even a politicalreverence for thereligion of
your country is far more honourable to a nobleman,
raised or maintained as he is in his elevation for his
supposed virtue, than an open contempt
of it. Depend npon it, that some instances of this sort have
given disgust to the people. All the eloquence and
ability of Bolingbroke have not been able to rescue
his name from infamy. And what will be thought of
those little great men, who blaspheme in public, and
avow themselves infidels, with scarcely any learning,
and no peculiar share of common sense? Such me11
are sapping the foundations of nobility, on which it
has stood firmly for ages.
A religion too evidently political will usually be
frustrated. The public, ever
keenly
penetrating
intotheconduct
of distinguishedpersonages, will
see that it is merely political, and then what becomes
of the policy of i t ? It may do more injury than open
impiety, because it renders all professions of religion
throughout society suspected of policy, and causes
religion itself to be considered as a state engiue.
The engine will lose its spring, and become a piece
of lumber, when once the suspicion is universal.
Be therefore in truth what you wish to appear.
Are you exempted from the common'lot of humanity?
Do you not want consolation which the world often
has not to give? None are more wretched than the
great. A thousandcausesincrease that portion of
misery in them, of which all mortals must partake.
They want the spur to industry
which urgestheir
inferiors to action, and consequently makes them
happy. Their appetites are palled
with abundance.
They are exposed toa thousand temptations, happily
unknown-to the vulgar. They are often brought up
in ignorance 'of all thingsbutthose
which solicit
their senses, . And .shall they, proud of a little
VOL.
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temporary distinction, despise that which myriads of
their fellow-creatures havefound to be a lightto
lighten their paths ; a medicine for sickness of mind,
the most distressing of all languors; a vulnerary to
heal the severest wounds of the bosom?
You have too much sense not to see the vardty of
all human things ; the brevity of life ; the weakness
of man in hisbest estate; the poverty of riches,
andthelittleness of grandeur.Seeingandfeeling
thesethings, you will aspire a t something greater,
something better, something
more satisfactoryand
and this
moredurable,thanthisfadingscene,
perishable body, are able to afford.You will see
a sublimity in religion, a truegrandeurinallits
views ; and you willwish to be impressed with it,
that your 60~1, your veryessence may be refined,
sublimed, "and trulyennobled.Little
minds, the
half learned, the empty
and the conceited, are the
pronest to infidelity andirreligion. A really great
mind, a mind adorned by the lights of learning, and
a heart finely sensible of all that in its most perfect
state it ought to feel, will acknowledge with all humility its own want of support, and aspirewith ardent
hope to the favour of the Deity.
Andlet me entreat you to keep in mind, that
religious impressionsmustbestampedearly
in
life;becausethere
is great danger thattheheart
'maybecome too much hardened in the world, to
admit them io advanced age. The sooner you adopt
pious sentiments, the better : but because the outward appearances of religion are oftell suspicious,
often the cloaks of hypocrisy, you will take care to
avoid the ostentation of piety. Indeed, there is not
much danger of it inthepresenttimes
: it is so
mmch exploded in some circles in high life, that
many a you% mau of gaiety and fashionwould
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rather be suspected of every extravagance and folly,
than of saying his prayers, or paying a sincere respect either to the public or private offices of devotion. To avoid the suspicion of hypocrisy, your
piety will be morein your heart thanon your tongue;
and your intercourse with Heaven will be carried
with little other privity, (except on Sundays and in
the church,) than that of your own conscience.
This subject is too extensiveand too important for
a familiar letter ; I can only give you hints upon it;
you must improve them by reatling and reflection.
Give me leaveto send you forinstruction to the
great masters of theology in our own language ; to
Barrow, whose copious eloquencewould adorn a
senate; to South, whose wit, and sound argument,
and energetic style,willimproveyou
in speaking,
while it convinces your reason, confirms your faith,
animatesyour zeal, andinspiresyour
heart with
manlysentiments of duty to yourself, your neighhour, and yourGod.
I mentioneloquentwriters,
that you may not lay asidea volume of sermons, with
the usual complaint of dulness. More lively writers
than Barrow and South are not to
be found in the
Englishlanguage.
I €ear, if I shouldrecommend
dull tomes of divinity, however sound, 1 should stand
no chance of being regarded.
But why should you not havea theological library?
Do youthink divinity concerns the clergy only?
It concerns man, as man ; and he has poor pretensions to the character of a nobleman, whose narrow
prejudiced mind leads him to think, that divinity is
interesting to none but men who follow it as a lucrative profession.
Hebrew I do not recommend to you ; because you
cannot comprehend in your plan every thing that
is desirable. But pray furnish yowself with a
H 2
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Septuagint Bible, a Latin Bible, and an English one,
of thebest edition. ProcureWetstein’sand
Bengelius’s testaments. Setapart a bookcase in your
library, for the best writings of celebrated laymen of
our own country in divinity; such as Locke, Addison,
Nelson, West, and Lyttelton: and he not ashamed
of admitting among t h k , the celebrated writers of
sermons, whose compositions, considered only as fine
pieces of literature,, deserve a place in every good
library.
The time may come, whe11 youwill f i t d this part
of your collection the most agreeable. In old age it
will furnish much comfort. Happy for you it will be,
if in your youth you divest yourself of those prejndicesagainst religionandreligious
books, which,
unworthy as they are of a truly philosophic and noble
m i d , are cherished as nlarks of superiority over the
vulgar ! You must die like thevulgar; youhave
nerves susceptible of pain and languor like the vulgar; you may bejudgedandcondemned
like the
vulgar; deign therefore to worshipand obey the God
of the vulgar. Before his eyes iu what light do you
think appear coronets, ribands, and stars? A book,
of some authority with the people, though sonletimes
neglected by the great, says, “ Not many noble are
called.”-That
they are not, must be their own fault,
for God is no respecter of person.
I am, kc.

LETTER XLV.

MY LORD,

GIVEme leave to write you one more,letter on Religion, and I will desist, lest I should find you throw
away my letters,as you say Lord * did your
Barrow’s Sermons, when he called upon you to desire

*
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you to take' ten guineas' worth- of tickets for the
benefit of Sigt~ior * *.
A rloblelnan has no right to retainhis distinctions,
when he refuses to perform on his part those duties
in society, which the conferring or continuing of those
distinctions tacitly requires of him. H e promises by
retainingthehonours bestowed, to reflect a lustre
back again on his count,ry ; and to contribute what
hecan to the maintenance of its constitution,both
civil and ecclesiastical. An open avowed contempt
of the religious ordinances of a country, where he is
peculiarly favoured, is an insult which the people
feel, and when opportunity offers, will show that
they can resent, by degrading his order.
W h a t think you then, my Lord, of t,he fashionable
practice among nobles, of selecting Sunday, in preference to all other days, for travelling? W h a t passes
on Sundays within the walls of our patricians' mansion-houses, even if it should be improper, (which is
not to be uncharitably surmised,) when it is not seen
by the public, may neither do them harm by the
example, nor degrade nobility in their opinion. But
splendid equipages Hying about the country on Sundays, during divine service, with coronets on the
coach doors and on the horses' caparisons, betray an
insolence, which the majesty of a people, not yet
lowered by atheism, will one day curb, i n a manner
which may render the lordlings who sport them,
objects of pity.Thehonest
husbandman stops his
plough, the weaver his loom, the smith quenches his
fire, and 'the carpenterlays down his hammer, in
obedience to the laws of his country, and for the p r s
servation of decorum; but thegreat lord in the
neighburhood, anhereditary maker and guardian
of the laws, and one who expects great worsbip to
he paid to himself, sets out on Sunday, On his 'jour-
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ney to London or a place of amusement ; though as
he is totally unemployed,he might with equal eonvenience to himself, travel on any other day. He takes
with him five or six menial servants, and six or seven
horses, who are driven with cruel haste, as if life and
death depended on the saving of an hour; when the
whole business of the journey is, that one lord may
sit down and eat and drink
with another lord, then
yawn on a sofa, and finish theevening withfaro.
Shouldau aristocracythusinsult a generous and religious people, let it not imagine itself founded on a rack.
If nobles are anxious to hand down their honours,
as they received them, unsullied and unimpaired, let
them pay a scrupulousregardto
public decorum.
A free people will not for ever be insulted by those,
whose uselessstate,andluxurious
indolence, they
support by theirlabour.
Some nobles may thank
themselves alone for that levelling spirit, which prevails in Europe, and, without great efforts of virtue
among the nobles, will triumph.
I hope, for your own sake, you will not have routs
and card-partiks on Sundays ; but that youwill spend
the day according to the laws and customs of your
country : however, if you will not do so for your
own sake, let me prevail with you to do it for the
sake of your order; and for the sake of the common
people, who have their eyes fixed on your conduct,
and, in spite of all laws and all advice, will imitate
it, though they despi8e it in you, and though ittends
to the destruction of their health, their character&,
and their properties. If you wish yourself and your
posterity to preservethe nobility YOU inherit, support
it, my Lord, by behaviour uniformly noble, and publicly decorous, as well as privately good, and internally honest Let your light SI&
Qefore men, or it
may be extinguished.
I am,

&c.

YOUNG NOBLEMAN.

103

LETTER XLVI.

MY LORD,
PRIDE
often affects to despise, and may sometimes
really despise, popularity. But it is a silly pride :
for what is popularity but the favour, the love, and
the esteem of the people ; those of our fellow-creatures who are destined to exist on this globe at the
same time with ourselves, and who have it greatly iIk
their power to render our lives comfortable or uucomfortable, honourable or disgraceful ? Next to
the approbation of our God and our consciences, is
the esteem of our fellow-creatures.
Every nobleman should endeavour to be popular.
If his disposition lead him to rural retirement, yet he
should become the favourite of his neighhourhood,
beloved by the poor, and esteemed by all, Is this
commonly the case ? Go into countries where mansion-houses of the nobility abound; ask the neighbours their opinion of the lord at the great house.
A shake of the head often speaks eloquently, when
the tongue, through fear of the great man’s persecution, is compelled to he silent. But, in general, the
neighbours neither love nor fear the great man, and
are loquacious enough at his expense. cc My Lord
is very strictabout the game,” says one. ‘(My
Lord does but little good with his great fortune,”
says another. “ My Lord is scarcely ever here,”
stays a third, ‘‘ but always in London, or at a watering-place.”--“ So mnch thebetter,” cry they all,
(C €or he gives nothing away, aud associates with few
but gmblers, whofollow him into the country, as
the crew follows the carrion.” The great man brings
LonBort.with him to the sweet village retreat, where
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nature and simplicity once reigned, but whence they
are driven by false refinement, or gross luxury. The
pleasures he enjoys there are all selfish, c)r confined
t o a circle of companions whom the country-people
view with coutempt or hatred. W h a t becomes of
his popularity ? He despises it-he is above it. The
lorn people in his neighhourhood, even those who are
what hisancestor was, are beneath his notice. The
contempt is reciprocal. His lordship will dothem
no good, and he can do them no hurt; but they have
it in their pow-er to injure him deeply, by speaking
of him on alloccasionsdisrespectfully.Thus,his
character suffers; and his honour, one of themost
valuable possessions of a nobleman, is sullied by foul
aspersion. The veryorder i s held in contempton
his account; and, however he may despise this evil,
yet let him be assured, that it is in its consequences
of considerablemagnitude.
Thecontemptspreads,
whole cornmu-.
from a ruralneighbourhood,tothe
nity ; as the undulating circles, caused by the falling
of a pebble into a pond, extend themselves gradually
to its remotest margin.
I advise youtherefore, my Lord; you, who are
willing to retard the degradationof uobility, to reside
at your provincial mansion in a style of magnificence
adequate to your rank and fortune, and with an hospitality and beneficence that may compel envy herself t o acknowledge, that you are no less noble in
your nature, than by the accident of primogeniture in
a patrician family.
The English are still attached to illustrious birth,,
and if it is accompanied with any virtue, pay it great
respect. How unfortunate, that somenobles do all.
they can to eradicate the prejudices, which the people
retain ,for them, by showing that they have no pretensions to distjnction or superiority, but tbe wretched,
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ones -of an hereditary fortune, which -they dissipate
in mischief; and an hereditary title, to which they
are a disgrace !
A nobleman in the country should be looked up to
by the vulgar with admiration, by the gentlemen and
clergy with esteem and affection, and cousidered by
all, as theuniversal friend;and this, not for the
paltry purposes of a county or borough election, but
for the sake of supporting the dignity which the laws
of his country have consented that he shall inherit or
possess, certainly not for his own good only, but for
the good of the society. W h y should I agree, says
a free citizen, to exalt my fellow-creature above me,
unless I am to enjoy the benefit of his protection,
his bounty, or his good example?
Largessesbestowed for thesake of influencing
votes, or condescension shown at the approach, or at
t l ~ time
e
of an election, gain no permanent popularity:
they are seen through, and known to proceed from
selfishness,meanness, and a contemptuousopinion
of the very persons to whom they are offered. They
are a cheap and dishononrable way of purchasing
favours that cannot be bought and sold without betrayiug tlle country.Yourkindness
will proceed
from true generosity; noble in your sentiments,noble
in your actions, noble in your family, you will shorn
your compeerswhat
it is to be right honourable.
The people, instead of divesting you, will wish to
bind your brows with a brighter diademthanthe
coronet. I trust to your natural disposition, and to
your education, that even if nobility is to beabolished,
the historian, 'who records the event, will express
regret that you could not be exempted from the degradation. Indeed, you cannotbedegraded.
Your
title m y be withdrawn, your armorial ensignseffaced,
but such .nobility as yours will emblazon itself. It

LETTERS TU A

106

will, if any thingcan, redeem the whole order.
Such, I know, isyour ambition. Indulge it; and
thus emulate, equal, and surpass, the ancestor who
house.
founded
your
I am, k c .

LETTER XLVII.

M YLORD,
I NEVER said that aristocracy or nobility was necessary or useful in a state. It is a question which I
meannotto
discuss. All I contend for is, that it
cannot subsist long in any free country like our own,
(especially since the example
af France,) when unsupported bypersonal
merit; a merit as distinguished as the rank, and titles, and privileges, with
which it is honoured. Do you think, in this age,
that a peerage given to a man because he is enormously rich, and has employed hie riches, in corrupti r g boroughs for a number of years to serve a minieter, conferssuch honours as the peoplevenerate?
Such peerages are objects of derision among all but
servile dependents, or mean and weak admirers of
false grandeur. If theywereunfortunately
to muL
tiplytoo fast, there is no doubtbutthey
would
accelerate a total abolition of such distinctions, like
that which has happened, contrary tothe expectations
of most men, in a country which onceidolized
nobility.
Riches and honours, united to personal merit, will
always command unlimited respect.
The riches ac.
quire double value, the honours double lustre, when
accompanied with weight and brilliancy of character.
On the other hand, it must be owned, that personal
merit appearstoverygreatadvantage,
when the
splendow of those showy externals throws a kind of
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sunshineupon it. A very little merit is magnified
to B very extraordinary size, when united with birth
and fortune; and great merit is then sure to have
ample justice done it. What an encouragement this,
for noblemen to labour in their youth in acquiring
personal merit?
But you ,justly observe, that if learning is a constituentpart of this merit, it musthappenamong
noblemen, as anlong all other men, that the parts
necessary to acquire learning may be deficient, or
may not rise above mediocrity. How then shall they
acquire this personal merit, in which alone true nobility is said to consist? Personal merit, my Lord, is of
a very extensive nature. A lord, we all know, may
be, as well as a plebeian, a dunce ; but he may still
have a great deal of such merit as will vindicate himself and his order from contempt. He may do good
in every useful way, though he has not abilities to
strike out new modes of doing it.
If abilities are rather deficient, he may still rely
for respect, withfull security, on the virtues. To
do good by his property, by his influence, and by
his example, requires not the abilities of an orator,
or a great statesman. Let him mean well in d l his
conduct, and the world will make every due allowance for the defects of nature.
But if, in despair of shining in his proper sphere,
he descends to the low company and amusements of
pugilists ;appears i n public with sharpers, buffoons,
grooms, horse-dealers, and jockies; avoids men of
sense ; gives no encouragement to useful or polite
arts ; and degrades himself by coarse mirth, childish
pranks, by excess of drinking, or any other vice;
then his nobility only serves as a torch to show in a
mare glaring light his foul depravity.
The public, considering how frail and imperfect
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human nature. ever has bean, wiil candidly pardon,
in the peerage, a few instances of such degenemy.
They will not expe,ct snperior wisdom from men who
are known to be naturally below the rank of common
men in ability, though accidently raised above it in
station. The peerage will not be abolished on their
account, if the men of parts,likeyourLordship,
exert themselves to render it, upon the whole, useful
and honourable in the eyes of their countrymen.
But let those who cannot shine, endeavour to be
useful. Beneficence, in a nobleman of dull intellect,
orpoorattainments,
if exertedwithout
electiou
views,will cause him to be loved and honoured in
his generation. Let those who cannotsay
good
things, do them ; andtheapplause,thoughnot
so
obstreperous, will be more lasting and general.
The public, mv Lord, requirenothingunreasonable. They wish ;hose whom they have raised above
themselves,not
to sink below themselves by a
voluntaryindolenceanddepravity.
They wish to
see themstimulated by the virtue of their ancesimprovements
than others,
both
tors to higher
moralandintellectual.
They wish tosee nobility, like Wisdom, justified b y ' her children ; and,
if these wishes are never likely to be gratified, bot
men are to degenerate in their natural rank in proportion as they are raised in their civil, they then
wish to see nobility extinct, an incumbrance cleared
away, and the honour of human nature and society
vindicated, by the removal of a nuisance.
I am,

kc.

MY LORD,

LETTER XLVIII.

I AM well aware that a nobleman is but a man, and
that.a patent of peerage is not an APOTHEUBIS.. Fer-
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fection is not to be required. I never aimed at an
Utopian nobility. A degree of personal merit, far
below what appearsin many plebeians whom we
every day meet with inour common intercourse with
mankind, will render a nobleman truly respectable.
But the more merit he is able to acquire, the more
honour, the more true nobility will he possess ; and
the complexion of the times is such, that personal
to securethe
merit was nevermorenecessary
permanency of the peerage, and to obviate the objections of shrewd and successful innovators. You
agree with me in this opinion. The occurrences of
thepresent moment prove it to be founded. Then
go on in your virtuous progress, unretarded by those
who say that our fears are groundless, or by those
who laugh at your virtuous solicitude.
Let us proceed on the subject o f your studies.
You tell me, you have begull reading Taylor's EZemends of Civil Law, which I recommended to you
when I last saw you. It is indeed a book admirably
well adapted to the purposes of a noble student like
you, whose object is to be an efficient legislator, a u
enlightened statesman, a patriot unbiassed by party.
To so good a classic as your Lordship, it must afford
a rich entertainment, in the fine and numerous quotations from those patterns of elegance, the ancient
Greeks and Romans. It is not prejudice or pedantry which extolls them. Theyare as superior in
style to most of the modern philosophers, politicians, poets,orators, and historians, as gold is to
silver. Theirlanguagegave them that advantage,
and the pains they took in composition, produced a
solidity of thought, as well as a highly finished expression.
.Pray turn frequently t.o the authors referred to in
the margin of Dr. Taylor's learned treatise. Procure
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a volume interleaved, and write your remarks copiously. I am a little selfish in that request; for the
sight of it will afford me much pleasure, as the exetciseitself will doubtlesspromoteyour
own improvement. You will not consider Dr. Taylor’s book
as a complete treatise. It is a good common-place
book in civil law ; and if you examine the books to
which it refers, you will possess every means of the
bestinformationinthisdepartment.
You will find
it an excellent collection of materials.
You have takenm y advice, you say, and bought the
wholeworks of Plutarch. You have bought a rich
treasure.Plutarchis
a mostvaluableauthor;
full
of fine sense and fine writing, too much neglected by
,modernreadersandtheself-taughtphilosophers.
Lord Chatham said in the House of Commons, that
the most instructive book he ever readwas Plutarcks
Lives. But themiscellaneoustreatises of Plutarcll
abound in excellentsense,audareperhapsbetter
worthyourreadingthanhisLives.
W e have no
good translation of Plutarch, and thereforeyou must
read him in the original. Many and great beauties
of style you will find in Plutarch, though the critics
have decried it in general, with a traditionary obsequiousuess to an erroneous opinion, hastily advanced,
and not sufficiently examined.
Dwellwiththe
sages of antiquity. Yon will
become one of them; and adding all the dignity of
a Roman, to the lights and polish of a high born and
high bred Englishman, you will be one of the pillars
of your country, and ornaments of the human rwe.
May I live to see it; and have the
satisfaction of
thinking that my counsel contributed in some degree
to finish the
gorgeous
column!
I am, &c.
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LETTER XLIX.

M Y LORD,
I

MET with the following passage in Lord Bolingbroke’s cc Idea of a Patriot King,” on the behaviour
of princes ; and as it is equally applicable to nobles,
I shall transcribe it for your consideration.
“ L e t notprincesflatter
themselves. They will
be examined closely in private as well as in public
life ; and those who cannot pierce further, will judge
of them by the appearances they give in both. To
obtaintruepopularity,that
which is founded in
esteem and affection, they must therefore maintain
their characters in both, and to that end neglect appearances in neither ; but observe the decorum necessary to preserve the esteem, whilst they win the
affectibns of mankind. Kings, they must never
forget that they are men; men, theymust never
forgetthattheyare
kings. Thesentiments which
one of these reflections of course inspires, will give
an humane and affable air to their whole behaviour,
and make them taste in that high elevation all the
Joys of social life. The sentiments which the other
reflection suggests, will be found very compatible
with the former; and they mustneverforget
that
they are kings, though they do not always carry the
crown on their heads, nor the sceptre iu their hands.
Vanity and folly must entrench themselves in a constant affectation of state; to preserve regal dignity.
A wise prince will know how to preserve it when
he lays his majesty aside. He will dare to appear
a private man, and in that character he will draw to
himself a respect less ostentatious, but more real,
and more pleasing to him, than that which is paid to
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the monarch. By never saying what is unfit for him
to say, he will never hear what is
unfit for him to
hear. By never doing what is unfit for him to do,
he will never see what, is unfit for him to see. Decency and propriety of manners are so far from lessening the pleasures of life, that they refine them,
aud give them an higher taste. They are so far from
restrainingthefreeandeasy
commerce of social
life, that they banish the bane of it, licentiousness
of behaviour. Ceremony is the barrier against this
abuse of liberty in public ; politeness and decency
are so in private ; and the prince, who practises and
exacts them, will amuse himself nluch better, and
oblige those who have the honour to be in his intimacy, andtosharehispleasures
with him, much
more than he could possibly do by the most absolute
and unguarded familiarity.”
Thesentiments of theabovepassage
I chose
rather to expressin the words of a celebrated nobleman than in my own, t h a t theymighthavethe
greater authoritv.
But let me appeal to your own reflection, Do you
notthinkthatgreat
men, by breaking down t h e
outworks of theirgrandeur,haveendangeredthe
citadel? Do younotthink,that
if anaudienceis
permitted to go behind the curtain and the scene,
much of the stage effect will be lost? And have you
not observed, that many persons in very high stations have stript off all their external state, dressed
in a style of vulgarity, associated with persons of no
respectable character, played in public at low, degrading games, and pursued vulgar and barbarous
diversions?Theymusthave
a very great fund of
personal superiority to maintain, under
allthis voluntary abasement, the superiority which their titles
arrogate, and theircountry allows. But unfortu-
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nately, such humiliation, such company, such amusements, have a tendency to destroy whatever personal
merit, education, or early habits may have produced
or improved.Nobility
has letitself
down, and
perhaps will find it difficult to rise to its primitive elevation. W h a t is oncedespisedseldomresumes
its
honours. Contempt, like thebreath of the south,
taints the purest viands; and no artcan restore them.
That too much familiarity breeds contempt, the observation of mankind has reducedto a proverbial
maxim. An institutionfounded,
like nobility,on
opinion, must be supported by opinion; and so weak
is humannature, that a littlepaintandgilding
is
necessary to preserve many estimable things in a due
degree of esteem. W e are not, yet a nation of philosophers ; but we are a nation of acute observers
and jealouspoliticians.Those
who wish toenjoy
theprivileges of great rank must be contented to
wear some of its drapery, though it may feel like an
incumbrance.Strip man of his dress-and what a
poor puny biped !
There is an illflation of character, arl empty pomp,
as far from true greatness, as the unwieldy size of
a bloated glutton from the plllmp c,ondition of sound
health. This is displayed hy men of great pride and
little' ability. The dignity I adviseyou'to assume
is thenaturalresult
of internalgreatness; it sits
easy, it givesno offence, it pleasesbecause it is
becoming, and every body pays it
a willingdeference.
Such nobility is of indisputable service to society.
It raises a virtuousemulation.
It appears with a
grave and venerable air, which plac~esthe human
species in a most favourable light; and by exhibiting appearances. of. perfection,facilitates
the approach to. it. Men will always imitate what they
VOL.
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sincerely admire. But asses in lions skins invite the
contumelious kick of every mean quadruped. I am
happy that you have alreidy taken care that no one
can justly say that you have disgraced your ancestors by voluntary
degradation.
I am,
&c.

LETTER L.

MY LORD,
SINCE
the first institution of nobility, a new race of
nobles (pardon my calling them so) has arisen among
us, unknown and un€oreseen by our early progenitors.
Commerce, manufactures, and our East Indian connections, haveraisedgreatnumberstoprincely
opulence, and princely state, whom the ancient nobility would have retained in the humblest obscurity
as vassals; whom too many amongthe
modern
nobility would, if possible, keep down by contempt
and neglect. I say, if possible ; but really, my Lord,
it is impossible. Wealth, i n a free country, will
givepower;and
power, everyreal privilege of
nobility, but the title, a poor claim touniversal
respect.
What,
then, of substantial
superiority
have the ancient nobility, if they do not rebuild the
honour of their houses on the basis of their own
personal merit? In wealth theyareexcelled
by
multitudes. In external pomp, in equipages, in
mansions and attendants, in all that fascinates the
vulgar, they areexceeded.Nothingexclusive
remains, but the fancied advantage of patrician blood
flowkg in their veins; an advantage, if it be one,
which does the public no service, and administers to
little else but an empty pride. Personal merit, however, unitedto this fancied advantage, and the
distinctio~~
of a title, will come recommended strongiy
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to the prejudices of mankind ; and there appears to
me no other method of restoring the lustre of the
coronet, than by adding to the number
of its real
jewels. False glitter will no longer pass undetected.
Intellectual attainments, and patriotic exertions, will
still keep the rich plebeians, who are treading upon
the heels ofnobility, at a convenient distance. But
be served by insolence and
thepurposecannot
haughtiness, without merit, those common and contemptible shifts of little mindsin stations too big
for them.
The nobility in England have often treated therich
plebeian with a contempt which rouses a dangerous
spirit of indignation. I n their country retreats they
often scorn the private gentleman of moderate but
independent fortuue, who yetpossesses
great influence by constant residence, and by familiar, kind,
hehaviour arnong the tenantry.
They can return no
visits, but amongtheir equals ; unless at the approach
of a general election, when their selfish condescenand despisedas an insult;
sion is seenthrough,
though, for the sake of private interest, it may be
generally connived at and patiently borne.
The distinction which formerly subsisted between
nobility and private gentlemen, or plebeialls, is now
lessened, not only by the more equal distribution of
property, but by the dissemination of knowledge.
The lower orders have frequently the advantage of
patricians in education. They are compelled to submit to a discipline iu their youth, to which the rich
and great cannot, or rather will not conform. W i t h
couscious knowledge usually arises a certain degree
of spirit, or, if youplease, pride,This spirit, or
pride,seems to yieldwithreluctance
to claims of
superiorityfoundedonly
on hereditary titles, and
unacquired property. It feels peculiar indignation
I2
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-when treated with contempt by those who have no
natural claims to honour. It must, tacitly at least,
wish to depress an artificial grandeur, which seems
to operate,likeovergrownweeds
on salubrious
plants, in keeping down the growth of real virtue.
To prevent the enmity of the powerful and very
numerous men of property and personal me,rit in the
middle ranks, I recommend to your Lordship great
affability to them. Visit them, sllow peculiar hvour
to the most esteemed among them, and take care, by
the improvenlents of your mind, and the generosit,y
of your heart, to convince them that your superiority
is founded 11ot only on your ancestor’s merit, but on
your own ; and that, if you had not been horu a
nobleman, you would stillhavebeen
preeminent
among private gentlemen by your abilities and your
virtues. This desirable object is the aim of my correspondence ; and I wish to see a nobility so evidently useful and co~~spicuously
honourable, that, in
spite of envy herself, the public voice may with one
accord exclaim, ‘‘ Esto peryetua.” Unless supported by great exertions, (I do not meall of military
of civilestablishmentmust
power,) thenobility
yie ldto the llobility of nature and virtue.
I am, k c .

LETTER LI .

MY LORD,
NOTHING
has of late
militated
more
pow-erfully
against nobility than the publication of Lord Chesterfield’s Letters.They
opened theeyes
of the
people, and taught them to look unhurt, and with a
naked eye, at that splendour, which formerly dazzled
like the suu. They led men to believe, that this
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fascinating superiority, which at a distance appeared
so glorious, was hut an imposition on mankind,.like
the mimic suns and moons, thnnder and lightning, in
the theatre. The man who is admittedbehindthe
scenes, and sees of what these are composed, laughs
at the admiring audience.
Lord Chesterfield has let us all behind the scenes :
he invites us to see the peer dress for public exhibition. There is copper instead of gold-leaf stamped
on the leathern robe ; glass instead of diamonds on
the crown; paint, instead of health's fine tints, on
the meagre cheek; and a variety of masks and disof selfish and
guises at hand, for allthepurposes
knavish deceit. The plain honest Englishman learns
to consider them who claim to be his superiors by
birth and title, as founding their superiority in little
else than the meanest and most contemptible cunning
Is thisthe wisdom of nobility? superficial attainments, a contempt for the whole species, especially
the fen~ale part,a neglect of religion, a want of all
public spirit, and a most anxious attention to selfinterest,aggrandizement, and gratification. If man
is so poor a creature, and human affairs so contemptible, and all that is passing on this globe mere
juggling, then why put a coronet on any man's head,
unless to mock him, as they put a cap on fools ? A
woollen nightcap, or a plain beaver, will afford
warmth and shelter. Who would place a jewelled
diadem on an ape's head, and a star on the breast of
a baboon, unless to show him at a fair? If Lord
Chesterfield's principles are well founded, then, in
the first instance, blot out his escutcheon, abolish his
title, and let him take his rank where common sense
would place him, on a line with private gentlemen,
unadorned and unprivileged by their country.
It is true, indeed, that Lord Chesterfield's son, to
'

'
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whom the letters were addressed, was not a nobleman. ButLord Chesterfieldprobablydrewforth
for his use the choicest treasures of his wisdom;
and from them the plebeian orders are to form their
ideas of that which was considered as wisdom by
one of the mostcelebratednoblemen
of his time.
They are led to suspect, that similar sentiments on
men and manners may prevail in others of the peerage, who display the graces with few of the virtues;
and the consequence of such a suspicion is, a growi n g contempt for the order. They
are led to think,
that what they have usually admired, as all-accomplished, has been mere varnish, spread on a rotten
or worthless substance. It would have been policy,
in those who have nothing but the externals of nobility, to have suppressed, if pcjssible, the letters of
this graceful nobleman, whose principles have given
weight to Pope’s assertion,
An honest man’s the noblest work of God.

A nobleman should from his heart abhor all simulation and dissimulation, as the poor shifts of ignoble
meanness and cowardice.Should
we veneratethe
lion, if he had the craft of the fox? The old Romans
were true noblemen; bold, open, generous, manly;
daring any thing but deceit and knavery : how would
a Scipio sink in our esteem, if we saw him descending to the arts, artifices, and tricks of a Chesterfield,
all for his own interest, regardless of men in general,
and of his own particular society ! The very dregs
of the people of Rome thought and spoke nobly.
Then, my Lord, be not a Chesterfieldian. Be
assured that an openerand manlier character is more
pleasing to the people of England. Even supposing
you to study nothing but the
art of pleasing, it is
the best mode to adopt such a character. Somethiog
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of heroic virtue is expected in a nobleman. Honour
without honesty, (and how can there be honesty in
simolation and dissimulation ?) is a contradiction.
Such honour, like a counterfeit guinea, will not bear
the touchstone.
I am, &c.

LETTER LII.

MY LORD,
I MUST respect the sentiments of whole nations ; and
when I see a great and mighty people, enlightened
by science and polished by arts, maintaining the
equality of mankind, I pause in anxious suspense for
theevent of suchanopinion.
In the meantime, I
must avow my prepossession, that the happiness of
society depends on a regular subordination. The
golden sceptre of lawful authority is often ex
changed €or a rod of iron in the hand of upstart
power.
Of this I am sure ; the disturbance of subordination in our own country will be attended with misery
unutterable ,to the preeent race. And are we, who
have but a short time to live, to lose all the enjoyment of life, by losing peace and tranquillity, in order
to procure an equivocal good to our posterity?
Dreadful are the evils naturally attendant on our
short state of existence. Shall we multiply them by
anarchy, confusion, and civil war? If reforms are
necessary, (and who shall say they are not desirable?)
let them he gradual,andtheresult
of cool,dispassionate debate, and not of violence. What real
benefit shall we who now live, derive from any political
reform produced by the rude hand of civil war, to
compensate the loss of peace, property, and blood?
Let us not be carried away by political enthusiasm,
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which, likethefanaticalfever
of religion, spreads
ruin round the land
which it undertakes to deliver.
L e t us pursueourpurposes
of reformationwith
steady vigour, with the wisdom of cool experience;
but never call the multitude to tear down by force,
that which in due time will surrender at the summons
of reason. Great changes in the political as well as
naturalbody cannotsafelybe
produced but in a
length of time.
My lord, it is greatly in tlle power of men exalted
like yourself to civil honour, and proving your right
to the exaltation by personal merit, to speak peace
to the troubled sea of popular commotion. Respect
will always be paid to merit adorned by the lustreof
family. Prove yourself a real patriot, a real philanthropist, and not a mere courtier, by relinquishing
all partyconsideration,andstandingforwardthe
promoter of peaceandgoodorder,thefriend
of
man, however distinguished by rank or station, the
patron of human nature. YourememberVirgil’s
fine description of the power which one man of personal authority exercises over the multitude.
The wickedness and the misery of man are strongly
the alacritywith
evincedby his restlessness,and
which he takesup the sword, in civiltumults.
Is
not the world wide enough for
us all to live happy
in it, without shedding eachother’sblood ? In the
uame of Heaven, let the sword at last be sheathed ;
let all rights, compatible with law and order, be amicably restored to the people; and let not the present
generation sacrifice itshappiness to the future, by
ferocious contest.
Violence,on the part of government, will effect
The spirit of thetimesrequires
nothingdurable.
great wisdomand great moderationinthe
rulers.
Public virtue is called for by the exigencies of the
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state. Great men must stand forth, and subdue the
multitude, not by the sword, but by persuasion. An
opinion of theirvirtuesand
unfeigned patriotism
must secure the confidence of the people. Personal
authority, founded on an opinion of superior virtue
and ability, will effect wonders.
Here then you will11ave anopportunity of displaying the effects of your education, the noble spirit
which you have derived from the study of the ancients,
and the ability you have acquired by a most diligent
cultivation of your understanding. Here is a fine
field for your talents.Maythey
be exercised for
your own glory and the happiness of your country.
Peace, good order, and liberty, unspoiled by
licentiousness ! l e t the promotion and establishment
of these be thescope
of your honourable life.AGNOSCO
PROCEREM.
I am, &c.

LETl'ER LIII.

MY

~ B D ,

called POLYOLEION,
the seat of political
happiness. Read Campbell's Political Survey, and
you will be led tocontemplate the natural advantages
of-which it is capable. Look at it, and you will see
it a t ' this time abounding in blessings above every
nation
in
the
globe.
llluminated
with science,
polished with arts, enriched with commerce, agriculture, manufactures, and blessed with liberty, it is
a country, in which to have been born may be deemed
a favour of providence. Happily for us, who now in
our turn exist on this fortunate island, it is at this
time in the zenith of its glory.
Shall then, my Lord, tumult and civil war deprive
us, who now live, of the feast which Heaven has
ENGTA.4NDwas
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placedbefore us? Let us have greater regard for
ourselves, than to suffer the enjoymentof our national
happiness to be destroyed or diminishedby a restless
desire of change, tobe accomplishedby violence,
and with a haste incompatible with wisdom.
I mean not, in a declamatory panegyric, to assert
that there is noroom forreform.All
independent
men are agreed on that point. There is great room
forreform.Butastrongandvenerablebuilding
may be repaired and altered, without taking it down
it fromthefoundation.
I would
andrebuilding
employ the best surveyors, the best workmen, and
the best materials; but I should be upon my guard
against those eager undertakerswho would level all,
lest when they come to rebuild, they should leave an
edifice of brick or of wood, where they found one of
stone.
The good sense of this nation will in time correct
will
whatever is wrong in the constitution,None
suffer when wisdom and moderation guide and
controul the zeal of the political reformer : but who can
of' suddenconvulsion ?
foretelltheconsequences
Alteratives will restore health in time, without the
pain of amputation, or the loathsomenessof nauseous
medicine.
Use your influence then, my Lord, exert your eloquence, in recommending moderation. Do not think
to repress by overbearingauthoritythespirit
of
improvement which pervades and does honour to the
times. It is too strong to be kept under, too warm
to be stifled, too enlightened to be deceived. I t will
prevail. Only, let it not disturbthehappiness
of
the present generation.
Let no families be ruined,
noinnocentbloodbeshed,
no publicorprivate
distress detract from the
glories, andimbitterthe
happiness, of the intendedreformation.
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May your improvements and personal merit be so
great, and so well imitated by your compeers, that
the hand of reform, when it comes to the peerage,
may stop the uplifted axe, and spare to cut down a
branch which it finds not only- ornamental, but beneficial to the land by its fruits and its shade !*
I am, k.

LETTER LIV.

MY LORD,
W H A T E V E R revolutions 011 the face of this little globe
may be effectedby the wonderful dispensations of
providence, you will never repent that you have devoted pour youth to the improvement of your mind,
and the formation of a character that will appear
great, like the columns of some ancient city in ruins,
amid the wreck of empire. The British constitution
at present stands firm on the hearts of the people;
but even if it should unfortunately be shaken, personal merit cannot lose its honours,and
must be
called forth by the exigencies of the times t o honourable action and distinction.
But even in the shade of retirement, if adversity
should drive you to its shelter, the knowledge you
will have accumulated, and the dignity of mind you
will have acquired, must render your retreat illustrious. These will furnish you with a pleasure, of
which no political revolution can deprive you, in
solitude and in old age.
Short is the time allotted us in this life; shorter

* Omnesbonisempernobilitatifavemus,
et quia reipublice
utile est nobiles esse homines dignos majoribus suis, et quia valere
debet apud nos senes, clarorum hominum de republica meritorum
memoria, etiam mortuorum,
Crc. pro Sestio.
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stilltheperiod
of our activity.Maywe
be wiser
than to addmisery to the short durationof our existence, by cruel tumults, by discord, by hatred, and by
shedding the blood of our poor fellow-creatures, for
rights, some of which are imaginary, but which, if
real and possessed, wor~ld add hut little to the solid
conlforts of eachindividual ! Join with me in the
mayduly
preservethe
wish, my Lord,thatwe
national happiness we enjoy ; that our reforms may
be temperate, the result of the maturest deliberation;
and that the pen and the tongue may supersede the
necessity of the sword among creatures pretending
to-reason. Peace be within our WUZZS, andpbnteousmss zuithilz our palaces, and our cottages also. May
science,arts,agriculture,manufactures,commerce,
and religion, employ our minds during our short pilgrimage, and preserve us from attempts at unnecessary changes, which, whateverinfluencetheymay
have on posterity, are sure to destroy the peace and
comfort of the present generation ! May the great
never oppress the middle aud lowest ranks, and may
the middle and lowest ranks never oppose the great
through envy !
I adjure you,my Lord, bythe honour of yourancestry, and your own, to stand forth yourself, with your
compeers by your side, in defence of the constitution. But think not that to retain all its abuses and
corruptions,istodefendit.Recal
it to its first
principles; and where it has grown sickly or infirm
by age, let it be restored to rejuvenescence. Let it
be put into Medea’s caldron ; butdestroyitnot;
becausethetestimony
of timeandexperiencehas
pronouncedthatit
is favourabletothehappiness
Science, arts,
andimprovement of humannature.
commerce,liberty,haveflourishedunder
it in a
degree envied by all Europe., W h y maytheynot
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continue to flourish unhurt; especially when new
health and vigour shall be infused into it by the political physicians in consultation? The horrid harbarism of civil war must banish every thing grateful
and pleasant from the land. Rational creatures must
improvesociety by reason. A sword is a disgrace
to human nature. If we mustdecide our contests
by hrote-force, let us pull down our houses, disperse
our cities, take up our abode in the woods, and feed
upon acorns. In countries pretending to civilisation
there shouldbenowar,
much lessintestine war,
which may he justly called political suicide.
They areGothsandVandals
in mind, however
splendid their appearance, who delight in war. You,
my Lord, have softened your disposition by the study
of the fine arts, and must view with disapprobation,
as well as pity, thousands and tens of thousands of
poor short-lived mortals drawn up on a plain, ready
to cut each other's throats for hire, at the command
of a mortal as wretched as themselves, but clothed
in a little brief' authority. Plough-shares and pruuing-hooks, axes and hammers-these are the arms of
a happy, enlightened, and Christian people. Use
the influence which your hirth and rank give you ;
exert the abilities with which God and your education have furnished you, in deriving on yourself the
blessing pronounced on the peacemakers.
I am, &c.
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guages; and I know you wereinitiated in French
and Italian at an early period of your life; and that
they had almost engrossed your attention.
I wished to impress the necessityof an acquaintance
with the ancient languages and ancient authors. This
was one main scope ofmy advice. I am confident
that a real dignity of character, and the most commanditlg eloquence, are to be derived from the study
and imitation of the ancients.
Lord Chatham formed himself on the ancients ;
and has the House of Peers, in modern times, exhibited one character so truly great as Lord Chath a m ?H e stoodthere a colossal figure.Men
of
great natural sense, of greataudacquired
accomof wonderfdhabits
of busiuess
plishments,aud
looked up t o him in silent reverence, as they would
survey a meteor. The truth is, he lived in his youth
among the ancient Greeks and Romans.
H e caught
their spirit, adopted their manners, and modernized
theireloquence.An
old Romangraftedon
a modern Englishman, produced the golden fruit of true
patriolism,real,personalgreatness,and
nobility
unindebted to a genealogical table.
On these ancients I wishyou, my Lord, to form
yourself as on a model. Let noonepersuadeyou
that the change of times and manners will not allow
suchcharacters. W h a t was once trulygreat and
beautiful, will always contillue so, because truth is
immutable. Theveryrarity of such charactersin
moderntimes will addweight t o theirvalue,and
brilliancy to their lustre.
The spirit of ridicule which has remarkably prevailed in latter ages, has indeed impeded the growth
of trulygreat political characters; but againstits
baneful effects I have already given you acaution.
You need not profess beforethe wag, Lord ****,that
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you are imitating an old Roman ; you may keep the
secret in your own bosom inviolate ; but at the same
time continue the imitation. In life, and in the arts,
there is no method of studymore successful than
that of working after a model; and as the statuary
copies the ancient model, so let the statesman and
the orator.
Ask yourself whether such a sentiment, or speech,
or action, would have becomesomeof
the patriot
and heroic characters delineated in the pages of a
Livy. If it would be too mean for a Scipio, discard
itat once as unfit for a British nobleman. The
dignity and spirit which such an emulation will inspire, will render you superior, as a Man, (the noblest
distinction,) not only to those over whom you are
elevated by inheritance, but to those of your compeers who are unacquainted with. all models of the
human character but such as are exhibited in modern
history, in the three or four last centuries, when both
war and civil government have been conducted by
littlearts, more congenial to little minds thanthe
generous spirit of ancient republicanism.
I am, &c.

LETTER LVI.

THERE
is a syren, whose enchanting voice may render
all that I have said of no avail. Sloth is her name.
Shut your ears against her song, and fly from her as
from a pestilence. It is the great misfortune of rank
and abundance, thatit wants spurs to activity. It
knows not those powerful incentives to exertion
which arise from necessity struggling for abundance,
or from obscurity emerging into light.
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Painsmustbetakentocreate
incentives. The
desire of honour, fame, popularity, naturally stimulatesthehearttolaudableandiseful
efforts, and
rouses those who else wouldwallowin the stye of
Epicurus.
Therefore acquiesce not in the honour which your
forefathers earned. To you it may be but a splendid
disgrace.Thereforeaspireat
a well-earned fame,
which may render you respected throughoutlife, and
survivetodistant ages. Thereforedespise not the
people, to promote whose happiness is the duty of
every one who shares in government or legislation;
despise not theirplaudits, for they are honest rewards
bestowed on merit, by hands which move in unison
by nature,thoughsometimes
withheartsattached
misled by passion, to every thing upright and fair.
Let the attainment of these distinctions call you
from the slumbers of indolence on the rose-beds
of
theSybarites.Motivesliketheseareindeedsubordinaietothesublimeoues
of virtueand disinterested generosity. But in the present infirm state
of human nature, they are found useful, because they
operate when better ones are ineffectual. Nay, they
often lead to true virtue of the purest kind. He who
has once been roused to virtuous action, and tasted
the sweets, not onlyof its consciousness, but of fame
and applause, will go on in the glorious career, and
finish as he began and proce,eded, an honour to his
country aud to human nature.
Admit a little virtuous enthusiasm into your temper.Colddiscretion,
subtle policy, meandistrust,
craft and cautiou, may indeed guard against danger;
but they lead not, unless mixed with a little virtuous
enthusiasm, to thoseheights of excellence,.which
havesaved a country,bywithstandingpowerfully
‘the encroachu~entof tyrants, and the madness of the
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people. These qualities are all consistent withselfishness. They want, andthereforecannot
confer,
dignity.
I am combating indolence. I cancallforth
110
auxiliary so potentas virtuous enthusiasm. Catch
the pure flame, my Lord, and let it fire all the latent
sparks of virtue in your breast, those sparks which
become extinct in thousands and tens of thousands,
through thewant of it. May it burn with steady
heat, and after warming and enlightenin! all around
yon i n life, burst from your urn, and while it points
to heaven, diffuse a glory round your tomb, not to
he rivalled by the blazonry of the herald painter !
What can the chisel of the sculptor do, compared
to the image engraven on the hearts of a grateful
people ? I admire the fine figures of Lord Chatham
in Westminster Abbey and Guildhall ; but I admire
them for the sculptor’s skill; I look notthere for
an idea of the Man. All the civilized worldhave
erected monuments to him in their hearts and imaginations.
It is certain, after all, that many casual circumstancesmustconcur
to call forth extraordinary
exert,ions, andtogive
universal celebrity. Those
circumstances may not happen to you. But though
you should not he able to eclipse all others in the
cabinet, in the senate, or in the field, yet you may
adorn nobility with some of its most amiable graces
in the circles of private life. Everythingpleasing
and beneficent, all that addsto the sweetness of
domestic life, and the delight andornament of neighhourlyintercourse, will be required from you, in
peculiar perfection, as a nobleman. Birth, education,
privileges of various kinds, lead the public to expect in a nobleman, a gentleman of the highest
polish, B philanthropist, a man anxious to do gbod,
VOL.
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and to diffuse pleasureand satisfaction, wherever
thesphere of his influence extends.Butthis
demandsgreatactivity.Indolence
will renderyour
bestintentionsabortive,andcause
you, amidst a
thousand opportunities of pleasure, honour, and b e
neficence, to live and die a cypher. It will conduct
you to the family vault with nothing but an “ Hic
jacet” on your tomb, W a l k into Westminster Abbey,
and learn to scorn such insignificance.
Y e t at thesametimeremember,thatinnocent
insignificance is far more estimable than mischievous
abilities, and that accursed ambition which pursues
fame, grandeur, and despotic power, through fieldsof
blood. What are tigers, wolves, and hyaenas to
sanguinmy
despots
?
I am,

&LC.

LETTER LVII.

MY LORD,
ENOUGH
of discipline. I congratulate you onyour
proficiency; and,with a full confidence in your good
senseandgood
conduct, lay aside the gravity of
advice.Manlivesnotforbusinessalone;butto
enjoy, at proper seasons, the rich repast of pleasure
which the God of nature has placedbefore him.
Think not, that in recommending application to letters, and the preservation of your dignity, I would
prohibitallpursuit of pleasure. Many are the necessary intervals of study and public affairs, which
cannot be more usefully employed, than in liberal,
gentleman-like, rational diversions. None will hate
acquired a betterrightto
suchindulgences,than
one who shall have spent his time in improving his
mind and preserving hisdignity, not to gratifypride,
butthat he may be found extensively useful, aad
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therefore truly honourable. H e requires amusements
for the health of his mind, and he has a just claim to
them, Is the honey to be engrossed by theidle
drone, who brings nothing into the hive ;who neither
assists in the construction of the cells, nor the increase of stores, nor the general defence? It is not,
however, necessary to urge tbis point, because most
young men, high in rank and affluent in fortune, want
no other impulse to the gaieties of life, but their own
propensities to them ; and 'are self-taught proficients
in the school of pleasure.
An idea prevails among the superficial, that scholars are often destitute of the agreeable and companionable qualities; and that they think too much on
all that occurs, to admit that light, airy, frivolous
nothingness which passes away elegant or dissipated
leisure in thoughtless gaiety. Thus dunces triumph,
in their animal vivacity, over men of sense. They
are loud, audacious, and unfeeling ; andoften reduce the modest man of genius to silence and apparent insignificance, by their unblushingeffrontery.
Thus, among the ladies, and in all gay society, the
most accomplished young men sometimes appear below themselves, and almost yield without a contest,
their claims to superiority. Now, my Lord, I wish
you on no occasion to appear inferior; but, for the
sake of doing justice to the solid improvements you
have made, the real graces whom you have courted,
to shine equally in the senate and the assembly, in
the library and at the dinner-table. Polish yourself,
therefore, your external manners I mean, by elegant
pleasures, in chosen society.
Sacrifice to the Graces, as you have already cultivated the Muses and the Virtues. This assemblage
of goddesses, rendered propitious, will unite in
forming that celebratedcharacter, neldom indeed
K2
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seen, an all-accomplished man. I contend thatin pursuing the art of pleasing, you become not an artful,
crafty sycophant, renouncing, together with honesty
and sincerity, all justpretensionsto
nobility. To
appear kind andgentle and agreeable,be so. Let
yourbrilliants bearthe examination of the nicest
lapidary. Let not your side-board be furnished with
plated baubles, but solid silver and gold. How can
a man pretend to honour, whose whole intercourse
with his fellow-creatures is founded on deceit ?
W h a t satisfadion in friendship and conversation
can be felt by the mean man, though by abuse called
a nobleman,who, inthetenderestintercourse,
in
his warmest professions, has been acting a part like
a player; and whose mind, if it could be laid open,
would, like a whited sepulchre, present rottenness to
the view, and increase abhorrence by a meall endeavour to cheat the eye by concealing deformity ?
To sweeten the temper, and dissipate the clouds
of tbe mental horizon, I advise you to participate i n
elegant amusements. But let them not degrade, by
leading you to low company; low, I mean, not only
in rank, but in accomplishments, in virtue, and the
liberal qualities of a liberal education. A peer may
be pleased with music, withoutassociating wit11
fidlers; he may be delighted in theatres,without
making players his bosom friends; he may admire a
dancer's agility, without rendering him his confidential companion. Lord * * JF * fills his noble
mansion in the sun~merwith opera singers, French
dancers, comic actors, musicians,firework makers.
who dine, and sup, and sleep for months under his
roof; while his doorneveropens to the clergy in
his neighbourhood, to any of the professions, to
capital artists, to men of letters and science, or to
the poor. Thus he forfeits his popularity, .loses
f
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much pleasant conversation, and renders, as far as
his influence extends, the whole peerage contemptible. He must possess but little mind, who can acquiesce in the society of persons, who, whatever
dexterity or agilitythey boast, or whatever theatrical excellence they display;are usually unprepared by education and company to become the familiar confidential associates of hereditary law-givers,
high-born and high-bred peers of the realm. There
are public places for all amusements, and they are
there conducted with the greatest skill: he who is
not contented with attending these, but chooses to
domesticate the performers, evinces that he has no
resources in himself; that letters, science, politics,
have no charms for him; and that he is unworthy the
distinctions which the laws of his country allow him,
solely because his forefather earnedthem.
Youwillnever be' reduced to the wretchednecessity
of keeping buffoons in your house, if you preserve a
relish for rational conversation with persons of sense
and character; if you take care to cherish
a taste
for literature ; if you partake in the common amusements, at due seasons ; and, above all, if you give
your attention to state
affairs, to the public
happiness,
the proper province of a real nobleman.
In public affairsyouwill,
I conclude, from the
principles you have imbibed in the schools of antiquity, ever lean to the side
of liberty and the people.
Common sense dictates, and common humanity
eagerly adopts the idea, that the few were made for
the many, not the many for the few. Your greatness
of mind will sacrifice every selfish view to the public
benetit. If a reform should be required, which-may
render it necessary that you should give up your dominion over the borough of # *, or that of *
or that of Jc.
+, and your iduence in the county
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election, you will renouncethem wit11 alacrity, you
will, if you act consistently with those ideas of justice and honour, which I know you entertain, be
among the first to promote such a reform, whatever
it may cost you.
Human affairs, we all know, will ever stop at a
point far below perfection; but it is the
business of
man in society, to be ever urging the stone up the
hill. Time causes every human institution to recede
from its original purpose. N o wonder that the constitution of a senate, established in very early times,
should at length want renewal. W h a t good and suhstantialreason
can he assigned, why thepresent
generation may not enjoy the benefit of its renewal,
as well as some future ? Not only libertyandthe
true spirit of the constitution are interested in a reof the people,
form of parliment, but the manners
andconsequentlytheirhappiness,theultimateend
of all government. Corruption willno longer pervade all ranks, in every competition, from a county
election to the choice of a parish beadle. Merit will
dare to emerge fromher shade. Truth, no longer
Overborne,willadvance,withall
hernative c o d dence, to put in her claim to just esteem. A s t r s a
-will return from her exile. Long
services, or great
talentsand acquirements, employedforthe
public
good, will meet with theirreward,The
prizes,
which justly belong to merit, will not be lavishly expended in purchasingmqjorities
directed in their
decisions by oneman.Youngadventurers,
in all
the professions,will
aspire a t excellence,with
a
prospect of honour and emolument in their mature
age, even though theyshould want that succedaneum
forevery
excellence, a friend ;-a friendamong
borough-mongers, a patron among thosewho employ
the advantages of birth and fortune, in influencing
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votes, where votes cannot be illfluenced consistently
with honour or honesty.
You, my Lord, will worship with me in the temple
of Liberty, built, as it is in England, on the massy
arches of monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy; but
if the foundation is decayed, you will, in your veneration for the goddess, endeavour to preserve her
shrine from falling, and urge the people to employ
the most skilfulmasons, thebest marble, and the
strongest cement in its repair.
Thus repaired, enter the temple with me, my Lord,
and let us unite our voices to the general anthems of
whole nations, hailing the sun of reason as it daily
bursts through the clorrds of prejudice, celebrating
the nobility of nature a i d virtue, and doing willing
homage to the majesty of the people, while we dutifully obey the executive powers, constituted and
maintained by the nation, as guardians and protectors
theof
public
felicity.
I am, &.
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PREFACE.

THEheart is deceitful

above all things ; who can
know i t ? As far as I know my own, it feels an
anxious desire to serve my fellow-creatures, during
the short period of my continuance among them, by
stopping the effusion of human blood, by diminishing or softening the miseries which man creates for
himself, by promoting peace, and by endeavouring
to secure and extend civil liberty.
I attribute war, and most of the artificial evils of
life, to the Spirit of Despotism, a rank poisonous
weed, which grows and flourishes even in the soil of
liberty,when over-run with corruption. I have attempted to eradicate it, that the salutary and pleasant plants map have room to strike root and expand
their foliage.
There is one circumstance which induces me to
think that,in this instance, my heart doee notdeceive
me. I am certain, that in attempting to promote the
general happiness of man, without serving any party,
or paying court to any individual, I am not studying
my own interest. On the contrary 1 am well aware
that my very subject must give offence to those who
are possessed of power and patronage. I have no
pereronal enmities, and therefore am truly concerned
that I could not treat on the Spirit of Despotism,
without advancing opinions that must displease the
nomindy great. 1 certainly sacrifice dl view of
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personal advantage to what appears to
me the public
good ; and flatter myself that this alone evinces the
purity of my motive.
Men of feeling and good minds, whose hearts, as
right place, will, I think,
thephrase is, lieinthe
agree with me in most points; especiallywhen a
little time, and the events, now taking place, shall
have dissipated the mist of passion and prejudice.
Hard-hearted,proudworldlings,
who love themselves only, andknow no good but money and
pageantry, will scarcely agree with me in any. They
will be angry; but, consistently with their general
haughtiness, affect contempt to hide their choler.
I pretend not to aspire to the honour of martyrdom : yet some inconveniencies I am ready to bear
patiently, in promoting a cause which deeply concerns the whole of the present race, and ages yet
unborn. I am ready to bearpatientlythe
proud
m a d s contumely, the insult of rude ignorance, the
sarcasm of malice, thehiredcensure
of thesycophantic critic, (whose preferment depends on the
prostitution both of knowledge and conscience,) and
the virulence of the venal newspaper.
It would be
a disgrace to an honest man not to incur the abuse
of tbose who have sold their integrity and abilities
to the enemies of their country and the human race.
Strike,but hear, said a nobleancient.
Truth will
who uttered it
ultimatelyprevail,eventhoughhe
shouldbedestroyed.Columbuswasdespised,
rejected,persecuted ; butAmericawas
discovered.
Men very inconsiderable in the eye of pride, have
had the honour to discover, divulge, and disselninate
doctrines that have promoted the liberty and happiness of thehuman race. All thatwas rich and
great, in the common acceptation of that epithet,
combined against Luther; yet when poatiffsjkings,

PREFACE.

141

and lords, had displayed an'impotent rage, and sunk
into that oblivion which their personal insignificance
naturally led to, Luther prevailed, and his glory is
immortal. H e broke the chain of superstition, and
weakened the bonds of despotism.
I have frequently lifted up my voics-a feeble one
indeed-against war, that great promoter of despotism; and while I have liberty to write, I will write
for liberty. I plead weakly, indeed, but sincerely,
the cause of mankind;and on them, under God,
I rely for protectionagainstthat
merciless spirit
which I atternpt io explode.
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OF

DESPOTISM.
SECTION I.
INTRODUCTORY.

MANin a

I

state of simplicity,uncorrupted by the
influence of bad education, bad examples, and bad
government, possesses a taste for all that is good
and beautiful. He is capable of a degree of moral
and intellectualimprovement, which advances his
nature to a participation with the divine. The world,
in allits magnificence, appears to him one vast
theatre, richly adorned and illuminated, into which
he is freely admitted, to enjoy the glorious spectacle.
Acknowledging no natural superiorbutthegreat
'Architect of the whole fabric, he partakesthe delight
with consoiousdigaity, and glowswithgratitude.
Pleased with himself and all around him, his heart
dilates with benevolence, as well as piety ; and he
finds his joys augmented by communication. Hia
countenanue cheerful, his mien erect, he rejoices in
existence.Life is a continual feast to him, highly
seasoned by virtue, by liberty, by mutual affection.
God formed him to be happy, and. he becomes BO,
thus fortunately, unmolested by false policy and
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oppression. Religion, reason, nature, are his guides
through the whole of his existence, and the whole is
happy. Virtuous independence, the sun, which irradiates the morning of his day, and warms its noon,
' tinges the serene eveningwith every beautiful variety
ofcolour,and, on the pillow of religious hope, he
sinks to repose in the bosom of Providence.
But where is the man to be found, thus noble, thus
innocent, thushappy?Not,
indeed, in so many
parts of the terraquews globe as he ought to he;
but still he is to be found wherever therights of
natureandthevirtues
of simplicity arenot violated or banished by the false refinements, the base
artifices of corrupted government.
Unhappily for man, society has been almost universally corrupted, even by the arts intended for its
improvement;and human nature is graduallydepraved in its very progressto civilisation. Metamorphosed by the tampering ofunskilful or dishonest
politicians, and the craft of interested priests, cooperatiug with politicians, man at present appears,
in many countries, a diminutive and distorted anima],
compared with what he was in his primeval state.
He is become the dwarf and the crippleof courts and
cities, instead of the well-formed, beautiful, creature,
who once bounded, in the glory
of health and strength,
Over the forest and the mountain, glowing with the
warmth of virtue, and breathing the spirit of independence.
Various are the causes which contribute to the
factitiousdepravity of man. Defectiveanderroneous education corrupts him ; the. prevalent examples of a degenerate community corrupt him ; but
bad government corrupts him more than all other
Causes combined. The grandadversary of human
virtue and happiness is DESPOTISM.
Look over the
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surface of the whole earth, andbehold man, the
gloryanddeputed
lord of thecreation,withering
under the influence of despotism,like the plant of
temperate climesscorched by the sun of a torrid
zone. The leaf is sickly, the blossom dares not
expand its beauty, and no fruit arrives at its just
size and maturity.
Turkey, Italy, Egypt ! how changed from wh,at ye
were wheninhabitedbyancientGreeks,Romans,
Eqyptians ! Nature, indeed, still smiles upon them
with unaltered favour. The blue mantle of the skies
is still spread over them in all its luminous magnificence. There is no reason to suppose the earth less
fertile. The corn laughs in the vallies. The tree
aspires to Heaven with all its origiual verdure and
majesty.But man decays; withered, shrunk, enervated; a form without spirit, an animal less happy
than the beasts of the field, and moreignoble, inasmuch as degeneracy is baser than native, origind,
createdinferiority.Fallen
with thecolumnar ruins
of better times, over which, in these countries, he
often tramples, man himself appears little better than
a ruin, displaying all the defornlityof the mouldering
pile, with scarcely any vestige of its former magnificence. I t would equally contradict philosophy and
experience to attribute this moral degeneracy to the
decay of nature’svigour.
There is noreason to
conclude thatthenaturalfaculties
of menwho
inhabit countries oncefree, but now enslaved, are
produced in a state of less perfection at this how,
than in the days of theirillustriousforefathers.
Anatomy discovers no defectinthefibres
of the
heart or the brain; yet the degeneracy remains uncontested. In truth,government has counteracted
the beneficence of nature. The men are fallen;
while the human figures, with their internal and
VOL. v.
L
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external organization, continue similar, or the same.
They are inactiveand pusillanimous. Theyaspire
to no extraordinaryexcellence or achievements ;
but crouch beneath their despot, glad
of the poor
privilege allowed them by a fellow-creature, as weak
andmorewickedthanthemselves,toeat,drink,
sleep, and die. Anypreeminentdegree
of merit
among them would render
the distinguishedpossessor
of it fatally illustrious, the certain objectof a tyrant’s
vengeance ; and they find their best security in their
want of virtue. By a voluntary submission to contempt,theyretainandtransmittheprivilege
of
breathing, and build the bulwark of their safety on
tbeir personal insignificance.
Fear must of necessity become
the predominant
passion in all countries subject to the uncontrolled
dominion of an individual and hisministers : but
the faculties.
fear chills the blood, andfreezes
Under its icy influence there can arise no generous
emulation, no daring spirit of adventure. Enterprise
is considered as dangerous, not merelyfrom the
general casualty of all human affairs, but because it
exciks notice, and alarms thejealousy of selfish
power.
Under
a despotic
government,
to steal
through life unobserved, to creep, with timid caution,
through the vale of obscurity, is the first wisdom;
and to be suffered to die in old age, in the course of
nature, without theprison, the chain, the halter, or the
axe, the highest pitch of human felicity.
Ignorance of the grossest kind, ignorance of man’s
nature and rights,ignorance of all that-tends to
make andkeep us happy,disgracesandrenders
wretched more than half the earth, at this moment,
in consequence of its subjugation to despotic power.
Ignorance, robed in imperial purple, with pride and
crwIty by her side, sways an iron sceptre over more
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than one hemisphere. Inthe finest and largest
regions of this planetwhich we inhabit, are no liberal
pursuits and prokssions, no contemplative delights,
nothing of that pure, intellectual employment which
raises manfrom the mire of sensuality and sordid
care, to a degree of excellence and dignity, which
we conceive to beangelic and celestial, Without
knowledge or the means of obtaining it, without
exercise or excitements, the mind falls into a state
of infantine imbecility and dotage;-or acquires a low
cunning, intent only on selfish and meanpursuits,
such as is visible in the more ignoble of the irrational
monkies. Among
creatures, in foxes, apes,and
nations so corrupted, the utmost effort of genius is
a court intrigue or a ministerial cabal.
A degradation of the understanding, like this, is
usually accompanied with depravity of heart. From
an inability to find pleasure and honourable empjoyment in the energies of thought, in noble and virtuolts
action, in refined conversatios, in arts, in commerce,
in learning, arises a mischievous activity in trifles, a
perversion of nature, a wantonness of wickedness,
productive of flagitioushabits, which render the
partaker of reason the most despicabie and detestable
animal iu the whole circle of existence. Thus SaUJr
under the pressure of despotism, who can recognise,
notwithstanding the humanshape
t h y bear, the
linealdescendants
of Bgyptian, Grecian, Roman
worthies, the glory of their times, the 1ulUi~aries.d
their own country and the world, the btructors .and
bene€actors of humau nature ? Thus the i q e of the
Deity, stamped on man at his creation, is &filed or
utteily effaced by govermneut,instituted and exqcised by man over his fellow-rnm; and his h d r e d
to Heaven is known no more by tbe d i ~ kreblaace. A bad govmmeat is t h e r d b
d
~
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the earth, the scourge of man, the grand obstacle to
the divine will, the most copious source of all moral
evil, and for that reason, of all misery; but of bad
governments, none are comparable, in their mischievous effects, to the despotic.
But if despotism in its extreme produces consequencesthusmalignant,reasonwillinfer,and
experience willjustifytheinference,thatallthe
subordinate degrees of despotism are proportionally
destructive. However it may be disguised by forms,
it is ever seeking its own increase and aggrandizement, by openly crushing, or secretly undermining,
the fabric of liberty : it is ever encroaching on the
privileges and enjoyments of those who are subjected
to it; greedily, though foolishly, wishing to engross
every good of every kind inthissublunarystate,
except the good of virtue.
Power, thoughlimited by written laws, inthe
hands of mortal men, poorlyeducated,and
surrounded by sycophants and flatterers, who wish, by
partaking the power, to partake also its profits and
distinctions, and thus gratify at once their pride and
avarice, is always endeavouringtoextenditself
beyond the limitations ; and requires to be watched
with the most jealous eye, by all who are subject to
it, and to be restrained within its boundsbythe
manliest efforts, and the most determined resolution
of virtue. Every engine
of artifice and terror will
be used to suppress such virtue: but the friend of
man and of his country will defy persecution, fines,
imprisonment, and death, in attempting,byevery
lawful and rational means, to push back the gigantic
strides of encroaching despotism, more destructive
of happinessthananearthquakeorpestilence.
A
countrvdeserves no love, when it ceases to be a
countr; of liberty. Human beings-constitute
a
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country, not a soil in a certain latitude; and an attachment to liberty is the truest loyalty.
It is therefore highly expedient, whenever a people,freeby
law and constitution, appear in the
smallest degree to remit their attention to the p r e
servation of freedom, to urge them, by themost
of
serious admonition, to animmediateresumption
their vigilance. While they
slumber
and
sleep,
lulled by the Circkan cup of corruption, the enemy
is awake, and busily making his insidious approaches
to the citadel. Every inch of ground, they carelessly
relinquish, is eagerly seizedby the covetous possessor
of dominion;thelove
of which, like thelove of
money, increases by accession. Nor are there ever
wanting numbers of artful men who stimulate a weak
or a wicked prince in his encroachments ; sensible
as they are, that their own power and privileges will
be augmented with those of the prince, whose exclusive favour they have gained by sycophantic arts
and by cooperation in the fallacious service of enlarging his prerogative. The more the power of the
priuce is augmented, the greater will be the emoluments, the more brilliant the distinctions of the courtier. A starshines with higherlustre,
a riband
displays a brighter hue, a title soothes the ear with
sweeter nwsic, when conferred bya mighty potentate
far exalted above vulgarcontroul,and
who holds
his crown in contempt of his people. If kings can
be once elevated to the rankof Heaven’s vicegerents,
how mustadmiringplebeians
idolize their choice
favours and their prime favourites ? There is always, therefore, a set of men (to whom pomp and vanity
are the chief good) who are continually endeavouring to add glory and greatness to the orb
from which
theyderivetheir own lustre. Moons and satellites
would shine faintly indeed, unless the sun of &e
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systemglittered with intolerable effulgence. If the
sun were shorn of its beams, their native opaqueness
would pass without notice.
So many advantages do the possessors of power
enjoy for its extension, in all countries where courts
have influence, that the people, however great their
numbers, are scarcely a match for its subtle coutrivmces,its false alarms, its hribe,s, its spies,its
informers, its constructivetreasons, its military force,
its superstitious terrors, invented and diffused by a
policy, which often laughs in secret at the religion
which it enforces with solemnhypocrisy. A court
has an opportunity of gratifying, in a thousand different ways, both secretly and openly, the most prevalent and violent passions of human nature. When
the mass of the people are artfully seduced to throw
theirweightintothesamescalewiththe
court,
liberty in the other must kick the beam. When the
aristocracy of rank and riches unite hand in hand,
to seducethe people, the delusion may for a time
be successfd, and a.dvantages may be taken, during
the temporary delirium, to rifle the castle of liberty,
to weaken its foundations, to break down its battlements, or to lull its watchmen asleep with a powerful
opiate.
It has indeed been said in ancient times, and often
repeated, that if the ‘‘ people will be deceived, let
them be deceived ;” but they have
no choice, no
chance to escape deception, unless the truth befairly
and publicly exhibited to them, and their minds duly
enlightened. When dust is thrown into their eyes,
more especially gold dust, the political ophthalmist
must honestly endeavour to clear away the obstruction. It becomes every lover of his country, especially a country like England, where even the throne
ibelf is fixed on liberty as oh a corner -stone, to
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warn his countrymen of the danger, whenever he
observes the smallest encroachment on their rights,
and the spirit of the times tending but remotely to
despotism.
If there be a time, in which the senate of a free
country has declared that the influence of the crown
‘‘ has increased, is increasing, and ought to be diminished;” and if, instead of a consequent diminution,
there be an evidentincrease of that influence; if
acts, like the habeas corpus, highlyfavouralde to
liberty, be frequently suspended; if unconstitutionalbenevolences
beencouraged; if places and
pensions be multiplied ; ifjuriesbecensured
by
great men for honest verdicts in favour of freedom ;
if endeavours be made t o restrain the press by sycophantic associations ; if spies and informers be kept
in pay for the pprpose of prosecuting innocent men
who espouse the cause of their country; if the press
be hired t o calumniate both liberty and the; people;
if wars, neither just nor necessary, be undertaken to
divert the public mind from domestic reformation;
if a party prevail by artifice, who hate the name of
liberty, who are continually employed in aggrandiz
ing monarchy, aristocracy, and in depreciating the
people; in such a time, and in such a conjuncture,
it becomes every honest man, not yet drawn into the
whirlpool o f political corruption, to warn his fellowcitizens against anencroaching spirit of despotism.
In the following pages, I offer some suggestions
OR the subject. I have indeed few qualifications for
the task besides sincerity, an earnest desire to promote public and private happiness, and an independence of spirit ; but theseI certainly have, and profess
to maintain. I wish the rising generation may be
awakened, and learn to place a due value on the
liberty handed down to them by their ancestors. 1
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would inspire them with a generosity of mind, which
shouldscorndissimulation
; which should neither
practisethearts
of corruption, nor become their
dupe. I am desirous of discrediting thewhole system
of corruption, and of rendering all civil government
fair, just, open, andhonourable.Allgovernment,
founded on insincerity and injustice, debasesthe
morals and injures the happiness, while it infringes
on the civil rights of the people.
I wish to revive
in the people a due sense of their native and constitutionalimportance.
I endeavour, in this book, to
plead the cause of man; firmly convinced that the
cause of maa is the cause of God.

SECTION 11.
OrientalManners, and the Ideus imbibed in Youth,bothinthe
and East Inndies, favourable to the Spirit of Despotism.

West

THEfoundations of the fair fabric of' liberty in Europewere laidin ages when there was but little
intercourse, commercial or political, with the remote
countries of AsiaandAmerica.
A hardy race, in
ungenial climates, with nerves strung by the northern
blast, though little refined by knowledge, felt in an
of manlyvirtue,
and
early age, thesentiments
spurnedthebaseness
of slavery. Luxuryhadnot
emasculated their minds; and they threw
off, with
native elasticity, theburden
of unjust dominion.
While they submitted, with graceful acquiescence,
to all lawful authority, established by their own consent, for the general good; they preserved a noble
consciousness of native dignity, andmaintained a
personal grandeur, a proud independence, a greatness mindehted to the morbid t m o u r of rank and
riches.
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In latertimes the facility of navigation and the
improvements o f science have broughtinto close
connection the extremes of the habitable globe. The
asperity of manners which sometimes disgraced the
virtues of our forefathers, has indeed been softened
byvarious
andconstantintercourse;
the manly
spirithasexchanged
ferocity for gentleness, and
rendered the energetic character consistent with the
amiable. It was a happychange; for why should
m a d y virtue assume a forbiddingaspect, and lose
the recommendation of engaging manners, the happiness of loving and being loved, while it commands,
by deserving, cordial reverence ?
But from the intercourse of England with the East
and West Indies, it is to be feared that something
of a more servile spirit has been derived, than was
known among those who established the free constitutions of Europe, and than would have been adopted,
or patiently borne, in ages of virtuous simplicity.
A very numerous part of our countrymen spend
their most susceptible age, in those countries, where
despotic manners remarkably
prevail.
They are
themselves, wheninvested withoffice,
treated by
the natives with an idolatrous degree of reverence,
which teaches them to expect a similar submission
to their will, on their return to their
own country.
They have been accustomed to look up to personages
greatly their superiors in rank and riches, with awe ;
and to look down on their inferiors in property, with
supremecontempt, as slaves of their will and ministers of their luxury. Equal laws and equal liberty
a t home appear to them saucy claims of thepoor
and the vulgar, which tend to divest riches of one
of the greatest charms, overbearing dominion.
We do indeed import gorgeous silks and luscious
sweets from the Indies, but we irnport, at the same
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time, the spirit of despotism, which adds deformity
tothepurplerobe,andbitternesstothehonied
beverage.
The vassals of the feudaltimes, it istrue, were abject
slaves; but their slavery was
freedom, compared to the
slavery of the negro. They were not driven bythe whip
to work in a torrid zone. They werenot wanted to administer to personal luxury; for personal luxury did
not exist. But thenegroisrenclereda two-legged beast
of burden ; and looks up to the infant son of his lord,
as to a superior being, whom he
is bound to obey,
however vicious, whimsical, or cruel the command.
Cradled in despotism, theyoungplantercomes
to
England for education, and brings with him the early
impressions which the few years' residence in the land
of freedom can seldom obliterate. He returns ; grows
rich by the labour of slaves, over whom, for the sake
of personal safety, the most arbitrary goverrment is
exercised,andthenperhapsretirestoEngland
to
spend his age and hisacquirements in the capital,
the seat of pleasure, thetheatre
of commercial
splendour and courtly magnificence. H e mixes much
insociety, andinevitablycommunicateshisideas,
whichhave now taken deep root,
on thenecessity
of keeping the vulgar in a state of depression, and
strengthening the hands of the rich and the powerful.
In thevirtuousstruggles
of the lower and middle
ranks for constitutionalliberty, is it likelythat he
should join the contest, on the side of the people ?
Is it notmostprobable,
that he will throw all his
weight, which, considering the weight of money, is
often great, inoppositiontothepopular
side? A
long succession of such men, personally respectable,
but, from peculiar circumstances, favouring the extension of power, and disposed, by habits and p i n ciples sucked in with the mother's milk, to repel the
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claims of their inferiors, must contribute greatly to
diffuse, in a free country, the spirit of despotism.
That oriental manners are unfavourable to liberty,
is, I believe, universally conceded. The natives of
the East Indies entertain not the idea of independence. They treat theEuropeans, who go among
them to acquire their riches, with a respect similar
totheabject
submissionwhich theypaytotheir
native despots. Young men, who in England scarcely
possessed the rank of the gentry, are waited upon in
India with more attentive servility than is paid or
required in many courts of Europe. .Kings of England seldom assume thestate enjoyed by an East
India governor, or even by subordinate officers.
Enriched at an early age, the adventurer returns
to England. His property admits him to the higher
circles of fashionable life. He aims at rivalling or
exceeding all the old nobility iu the splendour of his
mansions, the finery of his carriages, the number of
his liveried train, the profusion of his table, in every
indulgence, which an empty vauity can covet, and a
full purseprocure.,Such
a man, when he looks
from the window of his superb mansion, and sees
the peoplepass, cannot endure theidea, that they are
of as much consequence as himself, in the eye of the
law ; and that he dares not insult or oppress the unfortunate being who rakes his kennel or sweeps his
chimney. H e must wish to increasethe power of
the rich and great,thatthe
saucy vulgar may be
kept at a due distance, that they may know ;heir
station, and submit their necks to the foot of pride.
The property of such a man will give him great
weight in parliamentary elections. He probably
purchases a borough. He sides with the court party
on all questions ; and is a great stickler for the extension of prerogative. In his neigbbourhood, and
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as avoter for representatives, he uses all his interest
in supporting such men as are likely to promote his
views of aggrandizingthe p e a t , among whomhe
hopes t o be associated, and in depressing the little,
whomhe despises and shuns. Having money sufficient, his presentobjectis a title.This
he knows
can o d y come from-the possessorsof power, to whom
therefore he pays such a submission as he has seen
His
paidto himself inIndia by orientalslaves.
wholeconducttendstoincreasethe
influence of
riches, from which alone, he is conscious, he derives
his own importance. W h a t is his eloquence ? W h a t
hislearning ? W h a t his beneficencetomankind?
Little;perhaps none. But his estate is large, his
house large, his park large, his manors many, his
equipage, on a birth-day, the most splendid in St.
James’s-street. Long Acre gives him a passport to
court favour. With a seat in the house, and an unrivalled equipage and mansion, hedeems himself
justly entitled to be made, in due time, a baronet at
least, if not an hereditary lawgiver of his country.
By a constantly successiveinflux of such men from
the eastern climes, furnished with the means of corruption, and inclined to promote arbitrary principles
of government, it cannot be doubted, that
much is
contributed to the spirit of despotism. W h o amoog
them would not add to the mass of that power and
splendour,topossess a largeshare of which, has
been the first object of a life spent in unceasing
cares, at therisk of health, and undcr a vertical sun ?
And what is left to oppose the spiritof despotism
thus animatedin its progressby enormous opulence ?
Is it the virtueof the honest countrygentleman, who
lives on his estate,possessingnothingand
hoping nothing from thefavour of courts? Is it the
independence of the middle and the lower ranks, too
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numerous to be bribed either
by gifts or expectations ? Both, it is to be feared, will be too slow in
their oppositiou to the gigantic monster, if not too
feeble. They will not often risk theirrepose in a
dangerouscontestwith opulence and power. They
stand in awe of the sword and the
law ; which, in
bad times, have been equally used as instruments of
injustice. Contented with the enjoyment of plenty,
or the amusements of rural sports, they sink into a
state of indifference to public affairs, and thus leave
the field open to those who have no right to occupy
it at all, much less exclusively.
Thusthe communitybecomesdivided
into two
descriptions of men; the corruptors and the indifferent; those who seek wealth andhonours without
virtue, and those who see,k only their own ease, regardless of the public.
This indifference is scarcelylessculpablethan
corruption. It mustbe laid aside,Theindependent country gentleman, seconded by the people, is
the character, on whom liberty must rely, as on her
firmest supporter, against the incursion of oriental
pride. Let him preserve his independence by frugality. Let him beware of emulatingeitherthe
oriental or occidental upstart, in expenses which he
cannot equal without diminishing his patrimony and
losinghisindependence.
Let him cultivate every
social virtue, reside on his estate, and become popular by exhibiting snperior excellence both of heart
and understanding. H e will then do right tooffer himself a candidatein his vicinity for a seat in the senate;
because, as a senator, he will gain a power to act
with effect against the increasing weight of corrupt
influence. Thetruly
WHIG PARTY, the
lovers
of
liberty and the people, is not only the most favourable to human happiness, but certainly most conge-

188

THE SPIRIT

aid to the constitution of England, and ought to be
strengthened by the junction of all independentmen,
lovers of peace, liberty, and human nature.
The TORY AND JACOBITE SPIRIT, under other more
plausible names, is still alive, and has increased of
late. All who have a just idea of the British constitution, and of the value of liberty,will oppose it,
by cultivating manliness of spirit,by illuminating
the minds of the people, and by inspiring them with
a regard to truth, justice, and independence, together with a love of order and of peace, both internal
and external.

SECTION 111.
Certain Circumfances in Education which promote the Spirit of
Despotism.

MANYwho have arisen to high elevation of rank or
fortune seem to think that their nature has undergone a real metamorphosis ; that they are refined by
a kind of chemical process, sublimed by the sunshine
of royal favour, and separated from the faxes, the
dross and the dregs of ordinary humanity; that h u ~
manity, of which the mass of mankind partake, and
which, imperfect as it is, God created. They geem
to themselves raised to a pinnacle ; from which they
behold, with sentiments of indifference or contempt,
all two-legged and unfeathered beings of inferior
order, placed in the vale, as ministers of their pride,
and slaves of their luxury, or else burdens of the
earth, and superfluous sharers of existence.
The greatendeavour of their lives, never employed in the essential service of society, is to keep
the vulgar at a distance, lest their own purer nature

should be contaminatedby the foul contagton, Their
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offspring must betaught, in thefirstinstanceto
know and revere, not God, not man, but their own
.rank in life. The infants arescarcelysuffered to
breath the common air, to feel the common sun, or
t o walk on the common earth. Immured in nurseries
tillthe time for instructionarrives,they are then
And
surrounded by a variety of domestictutors.
what is the first object in theireducation? Is it
the improvement of their minds, the acquisition of
manly sentiment, useful knowledge, expanded ideas,
piety, philanthropy ? No ; it is the embellishment of
their persons, an accurate attention to dress, to their
teeth, to grace -indancing, attitude in standing, uprightness, not the uprightness of the heart, but the
formal and unnatural perpendicularity of a soldier
drilled on the parade. If a master of learned languages and philosophy be admitted at all, he feels
himself in less estimation with the family than the
dancing-master ; and if possessed of the spirit which
the nature of his studies has a tendency to inspire,
he will soon depart from a house, where he is considered in the light of an upper servant, paid less
wages, and subjected to thecaprice of thechild
whom he ought to controul with the natural authority
of superior wisdom. To assume over his pupil the
righh of that natural superiority, would be to o p
pose the favourite ideas of the family, ‘‘ that all real
birth, of fortune, and
preeminenceisfoundedon
court favour.” The firstobject with the pupil and
the last, the lesson t o be got by heart and to be
repeated by night and by day, is an adequate conception of his own native consequence, a disposition
to extend the influence of rank and riches, and to
depress and discourage the natural tendencyof personal merit to rise to distinction by its own elastic
force,
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If the boy be allowed to go to any school at all,
which is not always deemed prudent, because
schoolsin general have a few plebeians who raise
themselves there, to some degree of superiority, by
merit only, it is only to schools,which fashion recommends,which abound with titled persons, and
where the expenses are so great, as to keep ingenious poverty, or even mediocrity of fortune, at a
respectful distance. Here he is instructed to form
connections with his superiors. The principal point
is to acquire the haughty air ofnobility.
Learning
and virtue may be added, if peradventure they come
easily;butthe
formation of connections, and the
assumption of insolence, is indispensable. To promote this purpose, pocket-money is bestowed on the
pupil with a lavish hand by his parents, and all his
cousinswho court his favour. He must show his
consequence, and be outdone by no lord of them all,
in the profusion of his expenses, in the variety of his
pleasures ; and, if his great companions should happen to be vicious, in the enormity of his vice. Insults
and injuries may be shown to poorpeople
who
attend the school, or live near it, as marks of present
spirit and future heroism. A little money makes a
full compensation, and theglorious action on one
side, and the pusillanimous acquiescence under it, on
the other, evinces the great doctrine, that the poor
are by nature creatures of other mould, earth-born
perhaps, and made for the pastime of those who have
had the good fortune to be born to opulence or title.
The masters themselves are to be kept in due order
by the illustrious pupils, or a rebellion may ensue.
Such an event indeed is sometimes devoutly wished,
as it affords opportunities for embryo heroes to show
their prowess and their noble pride. Every ebullition
of spirits, as it is candidly called, displaying itselfin
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insolence or'ill-usage of the inferior ranks, defenceless old men or women, and the poor in general, is
remembered and cherished with care, as a flattering
prognostic of future eminence in the cabinet, the
senate, at thebar,or in the field. Justice, generosity, humility, are words indeedinthedictionary,
and may adorn a declamation ; but insolence, extravagance, and pride must mark tbe conduct of those
who are sent rather to support the dignity of native
grandeur by the spirit of arrogance, than to seek
wisdom and virtue with the docility of modest and
ingenuousdisciples. Practicaloppression of inferiors is one of the first elements of aristocratical education ; and the order of Fags (as they are called)
contributes much to familiarize the exercise of future
despotism.Mean submissions prepare the mind, in
its turn, to tyraunize.
Let usuow suppose the stripling grown too
tall
for school, and entered at an university. The English
universities are admirably well adapted t o flatter the
pride of wealth and title. There is a dress of distinction for the higher orders extremely pleasing to
aristocratical vanity. In the world at large the
dress of all gentlemen is so similar, that nothing is
left t o poiut out those who thinkthemselves of a
superior
order;
unless indeed
they
ride
in their
coaches, and exhibit
their
splendid
liveries
behind,
and armorial ensigns on the sides : but a t ' Oxford,
theyneverwalkthestreets,
on the'commonest occasions, without
displaying
their
proud
preeminence
by gowns of silk and tufts of gold.
As noblemen, or gentlemen com~noners, they not
only enjoy the privilege of splendid vestments, but
of neglecting, if they please, both learning and religion. Theyarenotrequired,
like vulgar scholars,
to attend regularly to the instruction, or to t h e disVOL.
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cipline of the colleges ; and they are allowed a fiequent absence from dailyprayer.
Theyare thus
taught to believe, that a silken gown and a velvet
cap are substitutesfor knowledge ; and that the rank
of gentlemen commoners dispenses with
the necessity
of that devotion which others are compelled to profess in the college chapels. High privileges these f
and they usually fill those who enjoy them with that
attachment to rank, which leads directly to the spirit
of despotism. They are flattered in the seats of
wisdom, where science and liberality are supposed
to dwell, with an idea of some inherentvirtuein
mere rank, independently of merit ; and after having
learned a lesson so pleasant to self-love and idleness,
they go outintotheworldwith
confidence, fully
resolved to practise the proudtheories they have
imbibed, and to demand respect without endeavouring to deserve it.
Without public or private virtue, and withouteven
the desire of it ; without knowledge, and without
even a thirst for it ; many of them, on leaving college,enlist underthe banners of the minister for
-the time being, or in a self-interested opposition to
him, and boldly stand forth cmdidates to represent
boroughs and counties, or1 thestrength of aristscratical influence. Though they appear to ask
favours of thepeople,they pay no respect to the
people, hut rely on rank, riches, and powerful connections. Ever inclined to favour and promote the
old principles of jacobitism, toryism, and unlimited
prerogative,theyhope
t o be rewarded by places,
pensions, titles; and then to trample on the wretches
by whose venal votes they rose to eminence.
The ideas acquired and cherished at school and at
the university are confirmed in the world by association with persona of a similar turn, with Oriental
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adventurers, with pensioners and courtiers, with all
who, sunk in the frivolity of a dissipated, vain, and
useless life, are glad t o find a succedaneum for every
realvirtue,inthe
privileges of titular honour, in
splendidequipage,inluxurioustables,
inmagnificenthouses, inall that gives distinction withoutmerit,
and notoriety without excellence. Their number and
their influence increase by an union of similar views
and principles ; and a formidable phalanx is formed
against those liberties, for
which the most virtuous
part of mankindhavelivedand
h e d . Underthe
auspices of multitudes, thus corrupted and united, it
is not to be wondered, that the spirit of despotism
an Asiatic
shouldincrease.
Despotismisindeed
plant;butbrougl~t overbythose
who have long
lived in Asia, and nursed in a hot house with indefatigablecare, it is found to vegetate, bloom, and
bear fruit, even in our cold, ungenial climate.
It might then be worthy awise legislator to reform
the modes of education, to explode the effeminacy
of privateandsuperficialnurture,topromote
an
equality of rank in schools and universities, and to
suffer, in the immatureage, no other distinctions than
those, which may he adjudged by grave and virtuous
instructors,todistinguished
improvement, exemplary conduct, goodness of heart, and a regard to
the happiness of inferiors.
The constitution of England is founded on liberty,
and the people are warmly attached to liberty ; then
why is it ever in danger, and W ~ Yis a constant
struggle necessary to presevere it uninfringed?
Manycausescombine,
andperhapsnoneismore
operative, than a corrupt education, in which pride
is nourished at the tenderest period, and the possession or expeetation of wealth and civil honours is
tacitly rapresented, eve4 ip the scbools of virtue, as
supergedurg the necegsity of personal excellepce.
M 2
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SECTION IV.
Corruption of Manners has a natural Tendency to promote the Spirit
of Despotism. .

WHEN
man ceases to venerate virtue in himself, he
soon loses all the sense of moral beauty in the humanspecies.
His taste becomes gross;andhe
learns to consider all that is good and great, as the
illusion of simple minds, the unsubstantial phantom
of a young imagination. Extreme selfishness is his
ruling principle,and he is far from scrupulous in
following its
dictates.
Luxury, vanity-, avarice,
arehischaracteristics.Ambitionindeedtakesits
turn; yet, notthatnoble
ambition, which seeks
praise and honours by deserving them, hut the low
spirit of intrigueand
cunning, which teaches to
securehighappointments,titulardistiuctions,
or
whatever else can Batter avarice and pride, by petty
stratagem, nnmanly compliauce, the violation of
truth and consistency, and at last the sacrifice of B
country’s interest and safety.
In nationsenriched
by commerce, and among
families loaded with opulence by the avarice of their
forefathers, the mere wantonnessofunbounded plenty
will occasion a corruption of mamers, dangerous t o
all that renders society happy, but favourable to the
despotic principle. Pleasure of the meanestkind
will be the first and last pursuit. Splendour, external show, theostentatation
of riches, will be
deemed objects of prime consequence. A court will
be the place of exhibition; not of great merits, but
of fine garments, graceful attitudes, and gaudy equipages,every
frivolousdistinction,
which boldly
claims the notice due t o virtue, and assumes the
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dignity which public services ought solely to appropriate.
The mind of man, still wanting in the midst of csternal abundance, an object in futurity ; and satiated
even to loathing with the continual banquetof plenty,
longs to add titular honours, or official importance,
to the possession of superfluous property. But these,
if they mean any thing, are naturally the rewards of
virtuous and useful exertion; and such exertion is
incompatible with the habitual indolence, the ignorance, the dissipation, the vice of exorbitant wealth,
gained only by mean avarice, and expended in enjoyments thatdegrade, while theyenervate.
Men,
distinguished by riches only, possess not, amidst all
their acquirements the proper price that should purchase civil distinctions, if they were disposed of only
to merit. There they are lmnkrupts. They have no
claims on society; for their purposes have been selfish, alld their conduct injurious : yet the distinctions
must be obtained, or theysicken in the midst of
health, and starve,thoughsurrounded
with plenty.
Howthen shall they he obtained ? They must be
bought with money ; but how bought ? Not directly,
not in the market-place, not at public sale. But is
there a boroughhitherto
anti-ministerial, and to
convert which from the error of its ways, a very exi n ? The ampensive election must beengaged
bitious aspirant to honours is ready with his purse.
By money hetriumphsover
opposition, and adds
the weight of hiswealth t o ministerial preponderance. He assists others in the samenoble and generous service of his country. Though covetous, he
perseveres regardless of expense, and a t last richly
merits, from his patron, the glittering bauble which
hung on high, and led him patiently through those
dark and dirty paths which terminate ia the temple
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of prostituted honour. His brilliant success excites
others to tread in his steps
with eager emulation;
and though many fail of the glorious prize, yet all
contribute, in the selfish pursuit, to increase ahd to
diffuse the spirit of despotism.
Men destitute of personal merit, and unrecommended by theplea of publicservices,can
never
obtain illustrious honours, where the people possess
a due share of power, where liberty flourishes, unblighted by corruption ; and therefore such men will
to the people, and determined
everbeopposed
enemies to liberty.The
atmosphere of libertyis
too pure and defecatedfortheir
lungs to inhale.
Gentles arld other vermin can exist only in filth and
putrefaction.Suchanimals,
if theypossessedreason, would therefore endeavour to contaminate evety
healthy climate, to destroy the vital salubrity of the
liberal air, and diffuse corruption with systematic
industry. Are there not political phenomena, which
would almost justify a belief in the existence of such
animals in the human form; and is not marlkind interested, as they value their health, in impeding the
progress of infectious pollution ?
Corruptiondoesnotoperate,
in theincrease of
the-despotic spirit, on the highest orders only, and
the aspirant to poiitical distinction and consequence,
but also on thecrowdedranks of commercial life.
In a greatand richnation, an immensequantity
and variety of articles is ever wanted to supply the
army and-navy. No customers are so valuable as
the public. The pay is sure and liberal, the demand
ehOflllOUG, and a very Bcrupulous vbilance against
P
fraud and extortionseldommaintamed with rigid
uniformity. Happy the mercantile men who can procure a oontrwt! The hope of it will cause an obe q u i o u Aqnieecewe in the m w e s of the ruling
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minister. But it happens that such acquiescence,
in such men, is peculiarly dangerous, in a commercial country, to the cause of freedom. The mercantile orders constitute corporate bodies,rich,powerful, influential;theythereforehave
great weight
in elections. Juries are chiefly chosen from mercantile life. In state trials, ministers are anxious
to obtainverdictsfavourable to their retention of
emolument and place. If the hope of contracts and
other douceurs should ever overcome the sanctity of
oaths, in an age when religion has Iost much of its
influence, then will the firmest pillar of freedom be
undermined, and courts of justice become mere registers of ministerial edicts. Thus bothsenatorial
and jndicial proceedings will be vitiated by the same
means; and LIBERTY left to deplore a declining cause,
while CORRUPTION laughs from a Lord Mayor’s coach,
as he rides in triumph to court, to present, on her
knees, the address of sycophancy.
When the public mind is so debauched as to consider titlesand money as the chief good of man, weighed
with which, honesty and conscience are but as dust,
in the balance, can it be supposed that a due reverence will be paid to the obsolete parchments of a
magna chartu, to bills of rights, or t o revolutions
which banished the principles of the Stuarts, together with their families, which broke their despotism
in pieces together with their sceptres, and trampled
their pride under fool with their crowns and robes of
purple ? The prevalence of corruption may hereafter
call back to life the race of jacobites and tories, and
place, in future times, on the throne of liberty, an
imaginaryStuart. It was not the person, but the
principles, which rendered the old family detestable
to a people who deserved liberty, because they dared
to claim it. The revival of those princ,iples (ifever
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unhappily it should take place) might render a successor,thoughcrownedbylibertyherself,equally
detestable.
To avoid such principles, the corruption that inThe peofalliblyleads to them must berepelled.
ple should be tinctured with philosophy and religion;
andlearn, under their
divine instruction, not to consider
titular distinction and enormous riches as the chief
good, and indispensably requisite to the happiness of
life. A noble spirit of personal virtue should be encouraged in the rising race. They should be taught
to seek and find resources in themselves,in anhonest
independence,in the possession of knowledge,in
conscious integrity, i n manliness of sentiment, in
contemplation and stucly, in every thing which adds
vigour to the nerves of the mind, and teaches it to
deemallhonoursdisgraceful,and
all profitsvile,
which accrue, as the reward of base compliance, and
of a dastardly desertion from the upright standard of
trutb, the unspotted banner of justice.

SECTION V.
An Abhorrence of Despotism and an ardent Love of Liberty perfectly
consistent with Order and Tranquillity ; und the natuTal Consequence
of well-informed Understandings and benevolent Dispositions.

THOSE
who are possessed of exorbitant power, who
pant for its extension, and tremble at the apprehension of losing it, are always sufficiently artful to dwell
with emphasis, on the evils of licentiousness; under
which opprobrious name, they wish tostigmatize
liberty. They describethehorrors
of anarchyand
confusion, in the blackest colours; and boldly affirm
that they are the necessary consequences of intrust
ing the people with power.Indeed,theyhardly
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condescend 20 recognise the idea of a PEOPLE ; but
whenever they speak of the mass of the community,
denominate them the mob, the rabble, or the swinish
multitude. Language is at a lossforappellatives,
significant of their contempt for those, who are undistinguished by wealth or titles, and is obliged to content itself with such words as reptiles, scum, dregs,
or the many-headed monster.
Man, that noble animal, formed with powers capable of thesublimestvirtues,possessed
of reason,
and tremulously alive to every finer feeling, is degraded by his fellow man, wheu drest in a little brief
authority, to a rank below that of the heasts of the
field; fhr the beasts of the field are not treated with
epithets of contumely, but regarded with a deoree of
?
esteem. Theproud man views the horses m his
stable and the dogs in his kennel with affection,
pampers them with food, lodges them in commodious
habitations, and, at the same time, despises his fellowcreatures,scarcely
fed, wretchedlyclothed,
and
barelyshelteredintheneighbouringcottage.
And
if this fellow-creature dares to remonstrate, his complaint is contumacy and sedition, and his endeavour
t o meliorate his own stateandthat
of his peers,
by the most lawful means, downrighttreason and
rebellion.
Villainousoppression on one hand, and on the
d h e r , contemptible submissiou! If such acquiescence,
under the most iniquitous inequality; such wretchedIless, without the privilege of complaint, is the peace,
the order, and the tranquillity of despotism;then
peace, order, andtranquillitychangetheir
nature,
and become thecurse and bane of human nature.
Welcome, in comparison, all the feuds, animosities,
and revolutians attributed toa state of freedom; for
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they ate symptoms of life and robust health, while
the repose of despotism is the deadness of a palsy.
Life, active, enterprising life, with all its tumult,
disaster, and disappointment, is to be preferred to
the silence of death, the stillness of desolation.
But I deny that a love of liberty, or a state of
liberty, is of necessity productive of injurious or fatal
disorder. I presuppose that the minds of the people,
even the lowest of the people, are duly enlightened ;
that the savageness of gross ignorance is mitigated
by culture; by that culture, which all well-regulated
states are solicitous to bestow on every partaker of
the rational faculty.
In a state of liberty, every man learns to value
himself as man ; to consider himself as of importance
in the system which himself has approved and contributed to estaldish; and therefore resolvesto regulate his own behaviour consistently with its safety
and preservation. He feels as a proprietor, not as a
tenant. H e lovesthestatebecause he participates
in it. His obedience is not the cold reluctant result
of terror; bllt the lively, cheerful, and spontaneous
effect of love. The violation of laws, formed on the
pure principle of general beneficence, and to which
he has given his full assent, by a just and perfect
represen tation, he considers as a crime
of the deepest
die. He will think freely, and speak freely, of the
constitution. Ne will incessantly endeavourto improve it; and enter seriously into all political debate.
In the collision of agitated minds, sparks will sometimes be emitted ; but they will only give a favourable lightand a geoid warmth. They will never
produce an injurious conflagration.
What employment, in the busy scene in which
man engages from the cradle to the tomb, is more
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worthy of him than political discussion? It affords a
field for intellectual energy, and all the finest feelings of benevolence. It exercisesandstrengthens
every faculty. It calls forthlatent virtues, which
else had slept in the bosom, like the diamond in the
mine. And is this employment, thus useful and
honourable, to be confined to a few among the race
of mortals ? Is there to be a monopoly of political
action and speculation ? W h y then did heaven bestow reasonand speech, powers of activity, and
a spirit of enterprise, in as great perfectioa on the
lowest among the people, as on those who, byno
merit of their own, inherit wealth and high station?
Heaven has declared its willby its acts. Man contravenes it ; but time, and the progressive improvement of the understanding, will reduce the anomaly
to its natural rectitude. And if a few irregularities
should sometimes arise in the process, they are of no
importance when weighed with the happy result; the
return of distorted systems to truth, to reason, and
the will of God. Occasional ferments, with all their
inconveniencies, are infinitely preferable to the putrescence of stagnation. Theyare
symptoms of
health and vigour; and though theymay be attended
with transient pain, yet while they continue to appear at intervals, there is no danger of mortification.
Good hearts, accompanied with good understandings,
seldom produce, even where mistaken, lasting evil.
They repair and compensate.
But I repeat thatthe people should be enlightened,
in every rank, the highest as well as the lowest, to
render them capable of perfect liberty, without danger
of those evils which its enemies are always asserting
to be its unavoidable consequences.
Thevulgar
must be instructed not merely in the arts which tend
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to the acquisition, increase, andpreservation

of

money, but in a generous philosophy. They must
be liberalized. They must early learn to view human
life and society in their just light; to consider themselr~esas essential parts of a whole, the integrity of
which is desirable to everycomponent
member.
Their taste will improve with their understanding ;
and they will see the beauty- of order, while they are
convinced of its utility. Thus principled by virtue,
and illuminated with knowledge, they will eagerly
return, after every deviation,wllich even a warmth
of virtue may cause, to regular obedience, and to all
thefunctions of citizens; valuing the public peace
and prosperity, because they understand clearly that
the public happiness is intimately combined with
their own. They may infringe laws, from the imperfection of their nature ; but they will return to their
obedience without force; having been convinced that
no laws are made, but such as are necessary to their
well-being in society. They will consider laws, not
as chains and fetters, but as helmets and shields for
their protection. The light of theunderstanding
will correct the eccentricities of the heart; and all
deviations, however rapid at their commencement,
.will be short in extent and transitory in duration.
Such would be theeffect of enlightening the people
with political knowledge, and enlarging their minds
bypure philosophy. But whatsay thedespots?
Likethe tyrannicalson of Philip, when he reprimanded Aristotle for publishing his Discoveries, they
whisper to their myrmidons, ‘c Let us diffuse darkness round the land.+ Let the people be kept in a
brutal state, Let their conduct, when assembled, be

* EKOTIUOU,
UKOTLUOY, dark.%
your doctrines, said the despot,
Alexander, to the great philosopher.

OF DESPOTISM.

173

riotous and irrationalas ignorance and our spies can
make it, thatthey may bebroughtinto discredit,
and deemed unfit for the management of their own
affairs. Let powerberendereddan<gerous in their
hands, that it may continue unmolested in our own.
Let them not taste the fruit of the treeof knowledge,
lest they become as we are, and learn to know good
and evil.”
That such are the sentiments of the men who wish
for the extension of royalism and the depression of
the people, is evident from the uneasiness they have
shown at all benevolentattempts to diffuse knowledgeamongthepoor.Theyhaveexpressed,in
terms of anger and mortification, their dislike of Sunday schools. The very newspapers which they have
engaged in the serviceof falsehood and toryism, have
endeavoured to discountenance, by malignant paragraphs, the progress of those patriotic institutions.
Scribblers of books and pamphlets, in the same vile
that the
cause, haveintimatedtheirapprehensions
poor may learn to read political books in learning to
read their Bible ; and that the reading of political
books must
unavoidably
produce
discontent.
A
wretched compliment to the cause which they meau
to defend ! It is impossible not to infer from their
apprehensions, that as men illcrease in understanding
and knowledge, they must see reason to disapprove
thesystemsestablished.
These men breathethe
T-ery spirit of despotism, and wish to communicate
it. But their conduct, in this instance, is an argument against the spirit which they endeavour to diffuse. Theirconduct seems to say, Thespirit of
despotism is so unreasonable, that it can never be
approved by the mass of the people, when their
reason is suffered to receive its proper cultivation.
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Their conduct seems to say, Let there be light, and
the deformity of despotism will create abhorrence.
Be the consequence what it may, let the light of
knowledge be diffused amongall wbo partake of
reason; and let us remember that it was THE Loan
G O D ALMIGHTY
who first said: LETTHERE BE LIGHT.

SECTION VI.
On the

Vmallity of the Press under the Inputme of the despotic Spiritt

and its EJects in difwsing that Spirit.

THZmost successful, as well as the most insidious
mode of abolishing an institution which favours liberty, and, for that reagon, alarms the jealousy of
eneroaching power, is to leave the form untouched,
and gradually to annihilate the essence. The voracious worm eatsout the kernel completely, while
the husk continuesfairto
the eye, andapparently
entire. The gardener wouldcrushthe
insect, if it
commenced the attack on the externaltegument;
but it carries on the work of destruction with efficacy
and safety, while it corrodes the unseen
fruit, and
spares the outside shell.
The iibertv of the press in England is not openly
infringed. It is ourhappiness and our glory. No
man or set of men, whatever be their power or their
wishes, dares to violate this sacredprivilege.
But
in the heathen mythology we Iearn, that when Jupiter
himself could not force certainobstacles
by his
thunder-bolt, he found an easyadmission in the
shape of a golden shower.
In times when the jacobitical, tory, selfish, and
despotic principles rear their heads, and think opportunities favour their efforts for revival, the press is
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bought up as a powerful engine of oppression. The
peoplemustbedeceived,
or thedespotshave
no
chance to prevail in the dissemination of doctrines,
unnatural, nonsensical, and injurious to the rights of
human nature. The only channel, through which the
knowledge of what it most imports them to know,
nextto morality and religion,devolvesuponthe
mass of thecommunity,
is a newspaper.This
The people’s
channelmusttherefore
besecured.
moneymust be employed to pollute the waters of
truth,todiverttheircourse,and,
if occasion require, to stop them with dams, locks, and floodgates.
The press, that grand battery, erected by the people
to defend thecitadel
of liberty, must be turned
against it. Pamphlets are transient,, and confined in
their operation. Nothing will satisfy the zeal of the
assailant,butthediurnalpapers
ofintelligence.
They keep up a daily attack, and reach everypart of
the assaulted edifice.
Newspapers, thusbought with the people’s money,
for the purpose of deceiving the people, are, in the
next place, circulated with all the industry of zealous partisans, and all the success, that must attend
the full exertion of ministerialinfluence.Public
houses in great towns, are frequently the property of
overgrown traders, who supply themwith the commodities they vend; and who dictate the choice of the
papers, which they shall purchase for the perusal of
theircustomers.
Whoeverfrequents suchhouses,
ruled as they are by petty despots, must swallow the
false politics, together with the adulterated beverage,
of the lordly manufacturer.
A distress for rent, or
an arrest for debt, might follow the rash choice of a
paper favourable to truth, justice, and humanity. If
any conversation should arise among the customers,
friendly to liberty, in consequence of perusing an

476

e

-TBE8PiRIT

interdicted printof thiskind, thelicence of the house
might be in danger, and an honest tradesman with
his family turned out of doors to starve. Spies are
sent to his house to mix with the guests, that in the
moment of convivial exhilaration,when prudence
sleeps, some incautious comment on the newspaper
may be seized and carried to the agent
of despotism,
who, like the tiger, thirsting for human blood, lies
watching for his prey in the covert of obscurity. The
host, therefore, for the sake of safety, gladly rejects
all papers of intelligence, which are freeto speak the
truth, and becomes a useful instrument, in the hands
of selfish placemen, in the dissemination of doctrines
subversive of liberty, and thereforeof the constitution
which is founded upon it as a corner stone.
So far as such venal papers are diffused, under
influence thus arbitrary, the liberty of the press is,
in effect destroyed. It ismadetoserve
the gurposes of slavery, bypropagating
principles unfavourable to the people’s rights, by palliating public
abuses, varnishing ministerial misconduct, and concealingfacts in which thepeopleare
most deeply
interested. Perhaps there is nothing which contributes so much to diffuse the spirit of despotism as
venal newspapers, hired by the possessors of power,
for the purpose of defending and prolonging their
possession. The more ignorant classes have a wonderful propensity to be credulous i n all that they see
in print, and will obstinatelycontinue to believe a
newspaper, to which they have been accustomed,
even when ~~otorious
facts give it the lie. They know
little of history, nothing of philosophy, and adopt
their political ideas from the daily lectures of a paper
established solely to gain their favour to one party,
the party possessed of present power; zealous for
its extension and prolongation, and naturally desirom
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of preventing all scrupulous inquiry into its abuse.
Such means, so used, certainly serve thecause of
persons in office, and gratify avarice and .pride; but
it is a service which,while it promotes the sordid
views of a few individuals, militates against the spirit
of constitutional freedom. It is a vile cause, which
cannot be maintained to the security and satisfaction
of those who wish to maintain it, without recourse to
daily falsehood, andthe cowardly concealment of
conscious malversation. Honestpurposeslove
the
light of truth, and court scrutiny; because the more
they are known, -the more they must be honoured.
The friends of liberty and marl are justly alarmed,
whenever they see the press preoccupied by power,
and every artifice used to poison thesources of
public intelligence.
In everyfreecountry,the
people, who payall
expenses, claim a right to know the true state of
public alfairs. The onlymeansof
acquiring that
knowledge, within reach of the multitude, is the
press;anditought
to supply them with all important information, which may be divulged without
bekaying intended measures, the accomplishment of
which would be frustrated by communication to a
public enemy. The very papers themselves, which
communicate intelligence, pay a tax above the intrinsic value of the work and materials, to the supand thestamp,
which
port of thegovernment:
vouches for the payment, ought at the same time,
if any-regard were paid to justice and honour, to be
an authentic testimony that government uses no arts
of deception in the intelligence afforded.
But let any one review, if it be not too nauseous
an employment, the prints which of late years have
been notoriously in the pay of ministerial agency.
There he will see the grossest attempts to impose on
VOL. v.
N
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tbepubliccredulity.
He will see theexistence of
known facts, when they militate against the credit of
a ministry, doubted or denied;dubiousvictories
extolled beyond all resemblance to truth
; and defeats, in the highest degree disgraceful and
injurious, artfully extenuated. All who have had opportunities of receiving true intelligence, after some great
and unfortunate action, have been astonished at the
effi-ontery which has diminished the number of lives
lost to a sum so small, as contradicts the evident
conclusions of common sense, and betrays the features
offalsehood at the first appearance. All who have
been able to judge of the privileges of Englishn~en,
and the rights of human uature, have seen with ahborrence, doctrines boldly broached andsophistically
defended, which strike at once at the English constitution, and the happiness of man in society. They
have seen this done by those who pretended an almost exclusive regard to law, order, and religion ;
themselves grossly violating all of them, while they
are reviling others for the supposed violation, in the
bitterest language which rancour, stimulated by pride
and avarice, can utter.
W h e n powerful ministers, possessed of a thousand
means of patronising and rewarding obsequious instruments of their ambition, are willing to corrupt,
there will never be wanting needy, unprincipled, and
aspiringpersonstoreceivethe
infection. But call
men bereallygreat,really
honourable-can
they
be patriots and philanthropists-can they be
zealous and sincere friends to law, order, and religion,
who thus hesitate not
to break down all the fences
of honour, truth, and integrity ; and render their administration of affairs more sindar to the juggling
tricks of confederatesharpers,than to thegrave,

ingenuous conduct of statesmen, renowned €or their
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wisdom and revered for their virtue ? Do men thus
exalted, whose conduct is a model, and whose opiuion is oracular, mean to teach a great nation that
conscience is but a name, and honour a phantom ?
N o books of those innovators, whom they persecute,
contribute to discredit the system, which these me11
support, so much as their own sinister measures of
self-defence.
There is little hope of preventing the corruption
of the diurnal papers byany remonstrance addressed
to men, who, entrenched behind wealth and power,
scorn to yield at the summons of reason. There may
be more hope in appealing to the readers and encouragers of such papers. Do they wish to be deceived ? Is it pleasant to be misled by partial, mutilated, and distorted narratives? Is it manly to becorne voluntary dupes ? Or is it honourable, is it
honest, to cooperate with ally men, for any purposes,
in dupingothers ? No, let the press, however it
may be perverted by private persons, to the injury
of society, be preserved by the public, by men high
in office, the guardians of every valuable institution,
as an instrumel~t of good to the community, as the
support of truth, as the lamp of knowledge.
Though the liberty of thepress should be preserved, yet let it be remembered, that the comption of the press, by hiah and overbearing influence,
0
will be almost as pernicious to a free country as its
destruction. A n imprimaturonthepress
would
spread an alarm which would immediatelyremove
the restraint; but the corruption of the press may
insinuate itself unperceived, till the spirit of despotism, promoted by it, shall at last connive at, or even

consent to, its total abolition.
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SECTION VU.
Thefashionable Invectives against Philosophy and Reason,
the Spirit of Despotism.

PTWf of

PERSONS
who owe all their preeminence to the merit
of their forefathers, or to casual events, which constitute good fortuue, are usually desirous of fixing a
standard of dignity, very different from real vvorth,
and spare no pains to depreciate personalexcellence,
all such excellence as
is, in fact, the most honourable ; because it cannotexistwithouttalentsor
virtues. Birth and
riches,fashion and rank, are in
their estimation infinitely more honourable and valuable than all the penetrating sagacity and wonderful
science of a Newton.Such
persons1value Newton
more as a knight than as a philosopher ; more for
the title bestowed upon him by Queen Anne, than
the endowment given him by God, and improved by
his own meritorious exertion.
Upon this principle, many men in our times, wllo
wish toextendandaggrandizethat
power, from
whosearbitrarybountytheyderive
all thehonour
they are capable of acquiring, endeavour to throw
contempt on philosophy. It may indeed be doubted,
whether they all know the meaning of the word ; hut
theyknow
it implies a meritnotderived
from
princes, and therefore they wish to degrade it. Their
fountainofhonour,theyconceive,hasnoresemblance, in its nature of efficacy, to the famed fountains of Parnassus : it conveys no inspiration, except
that which displays itself in the tumour of pride.
The present age has heard upstart noblemen give
to philosophers(whosegenius
and discoveriesentitle them to rank, in Reason’s table of precedency,
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above every nobleman in the red book) the opprobrious appellation of wretches and miscreants. Philosophy and philosophers have been mentioned
by
men, whose attainments would only qualify them for
distinction in a ball room, with expressions of hatred
and contemptdue only to thieves, murderers,the
very outcast and refuse of human nature.
The mind is naturally led to investigate the cause
of suchvirulence,and to ask how hasphilosophy
merited this usage from thetongue of factitious
grandeur. The resentment expressed against philosophy is expressed with a peevishness and acrimony
that proves it to proceed from the sense
of a sore
place. Howhaspridebeen
so severelyhurtby
philosophy ? It has been exposed, laid open to the
eye of mankind in all itsnakedness.Philosophy
has held the scales, andrejectedthecointhat
wantedweight.Philosophyhasappliedthe
touchstone, and thrown away the counterfeit. Hence the
spirit of despotism is incensed against philosophy ;
and if proclamations or cannon balls could destroy
her, her perdition would be inevitable and eternal.
Follyexclaims aloud, <‘Lettherebe
no lightto
detect my paint and t,insel.” But happily, the command of Folly, however imperial hertone, is not the
fiat of Omnipotence.Philosophytherefore
will survive theanathema;andstandingontherock
of
truth, laugh at the artilleryof confederated despots.
W h e n she deserts truth, she no longer deserves
to be called philosophy: and it must be owned, that
when she has attacked
religion, she has justly lost
her reputation. But here it is well worthy of remark,
that those who now most bitterly revile her, gave
themselves little concern about her, till she descended to politics. Shemighthavecontinued
to argue
against: religion ; and many of her present opposers
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would have joined in her cry with alacrity : but the
moment she entered on the holy ground of politics,
the ignorant grandees shudderedat the profanation,
and ‘‘Avaunt Philosophy,’’ was the word of alarm.
Philosophy, so far from deserving contempt, is
theglory of human nature. Man approaches by
contemplation to what we conceive of celestial purity
aud excellence. Without the aid of philosophy, the
mass ofmankind, all overtheterraqueous
globe,
would have sunk in slaveryand superstition, the
naturalconsequences of gross ignorance. Men at
the very bottom of society, have heell enabled by the
natural talents they possessed, seconded by favourable opportunities, t o reachthehighest
improvements in philosophy; and havethusliftedup
a
torch in the valley, which has exposed the weakness
and deformity of the castle on the mountain, from
which the oppressors sallied, in the night of darkness, and spread desolation with impunity. Despots,
the meanest, the basest, the most brutal and ignorant of the human race, would have trampled on the
rights and the happiness of men unresisted, if philosophy had notopened
the eyes of the sufferers,
shown them their own power and dignity, and
taught them to despisethose giants ofpower, as
they appeared through the mist of ignorance, who
ruled a vassal world with a mace of iron. Liberty
is the daughter of Philosophy; and they who detest
the offspring, do all that they can to vilify and discountenance the mother.
But let us calmly consider what is the object of
this philosophy, so formidable in the eyes of those
who are bigotted to ancient abuses, who hate every
improvement, and who wish to subject the many to
the controul of an arbitrary few. Philosophy is ever
employed in finding out whatever is. good, and
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whatever is true. She darts her eagle eye over a11 the
busy world, detects error and mischief, and points
outmodes of improvement. In the multiform state
o f human afiairs, ever obnoxious to decay and abuse,
it is hers to meditate 011 the means of melioration.
She wishes to demolish nothiug but what is a nuisance. To build, torepair, to strengthen,and to
polish, these arethe works which she delights to
plan ; and, in concerting the best rnetbods of directing their accomplishment, she consumes the midnight oil. How can she disturb human affairs, since
shedwells in contemplation, anddescendsnotto
action ? Neither does she impel others to action by
the arts of delusive eloquence. She applies to reasou alone; and if reason is not convinced, all that
web of
shehas
done, is swept away, likethe
Arachne.
But it is modern philosophy, and French philosophy, which gives such umbrage to tlle lovers of old
errors, and the favourers of absolute power; just as
if philosophy weremutableby time or place. Philosophy, by which I mean the investigation of the
good and true, on all subjects, is the same, like the
sun, whether it shines in China or Peru. Truth and
immutable ; andtherefore
good are eternaland
philosophy, which is solely attached to these, is still
one and the same, whetherancient or modern, in
England or in France.
It is sophistry, and not philosophy, which is justly
reprobated; and there has at all timesbeen more
sophistry displayed by the sycophantdefenders of
despotism, than by the friends to liberty.England
has ever abounded with sophists, when the high
prerogative notions, Toryism, and Jacobitism, and
theservile principles mhich flow from them, have
required the support of eloquence, either written or*
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oral. Besides our modern Filmers, we have had an
army of ten thousand mercenary speakers -andwriters, whose names are as little remembered as their
venalproductions.
Such men, contendingagainst
the light of nature, and common sense, havebeen
obliged to seek succour of sophistry. Theirs is the
philosophy, falsely so called, which deserves reproto
bation. They havehadrecoursetoverbosity,
puzzle and perplex tbe plainest points ; they have
seduced the reader from the direct road of common
sense, io delude his imagination in the, fairy land of
metaphor ; they fine-spun theirarguments
to a
degree of tenuity neither t,angible nor visible, that
they might excite the awewhich is always felt for the
incomprehensible by the ignorant ; and at the same
time,elude the refutation of the learnedandthe
wise : theyhaveacquired
a lubricity, which, like
the eel, enables then) to slip from the grasp of the
captor, mhonl they could not have escaped, by the
fair exertion of muscular vigour. Animated with
the hope of reward from that power which they
labour to extend, they have, like good servants to
their masters, bestowed art a.nd labour in proportion
to the weakness of their cause: they have assumed
an air of wisdom to impose on the multitude, and
uttered the language of knavery and folly with the
grave confidence of an oracle. It is not necessary
to cross the Channel in order to find Sophistry,
decking herself, like the ass in the skin of the lion,
with the venerable name of Philosophy.
As we value a free press, or wish to preserve a
due esteem for genius and science, let us ever be on
our guard, when we hear great men, possessing neither,geniusnor
science, railagainst
philosophy.
Let us remember, that it was a Roman tyrant, in the
decline of all human excellence, (when Providence
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permitted such monsters to show the world the full
deformity of despotism,) who wishedto extinguish the
light of learning by abolishing the finest productions
of genius. There are men, in recent times, who display allthepropensities
of a Caligula; be it the
people's care, that they never possess his power.

SECTION VIII.
Of Loyalty, and certain mistaken Ideas of it.

THEmass of the community, on whon~the arts of
delusion are chiefly practised by politicians, are
seldom accurate in tbeuse of words ; and among
others which thev misunderstand, and are led, by the
satellites of despotism, to misapply, is the term,
Loyalty.
Loyalty means, in its true sense, a firm and faithful
adherence to the law and constitution of the community of which we are members. If monarchy
be a part of that constitution, it certainly means a
firm and faithful attachment to theperson of the
monarch, as well as to the monarchical form, and all
of the system. It is nearly
the otherbranches
synonymous with fidelity; but as fidelitymay be
actuat'ed solely by principles of duty, loyalty seems,
in its common acceptation, to include in it also a
sentiment ofaffection. It is the obeclience of love,
and anticipates compulsion. It is a sentiment, which
all good men will feel, when they live under a good
government honestly administered.
But mark the disingenuity ofmen impelledby
high-church, high-tory, or
jacobitical
principles.
T.hey would limit this liberal comprehensive principle, which takes in the whole of the constitution, and
therefore tends to the conservation of it all, in its
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full integrity; they would limit it to the person of
the monarch, to that part of the whole, which favours, in their opinion, their own purposes, and the
extension of power and prerogative, the largesses
of which theyhope to shareinrewardfortheir
sycophantic zeal, their slavish, seifisb, perfidious
adulation.
They represent this confined loyalty as a religious
duty, partaking the nature of divine worship. They
set up an idol, and command all men, upon their
duty, to adore it. The people are not entitled even
to attention by the propagatorsof this inhuman, antiChristian idolatry.
Let us consider a moment the mischief this artifice
has in formertimesoccasioned
to our country. It
attached great numbers to the family of the Stuarts,
to the crown; to
after they had forfeited all right
the persons of the Stuarts, and for a longperiod
harassed the lawful king and the people of this nation withwars,alarms,seditions,
andtreasons.
Tory zealots shed their blood freely, on the impulse
of'this unreasonable loyalty, which disre.garded the
ruling powers of their country established by law ;
and, in promoting the interest of a dispossessed individual, considered a whole people, either as a now
entity, or as worthy to be sacrificed for one man.
Such men, acting in consistency with their principles
of false loyalty, would have drenched their country
in blood to restore an exiled Nero, of the legitimate
family.
Narrow loyalty,likethis,
which is but another
K~MIW
for bigotry, must ever be inimical to a monarch
limited by laws, wishing to governby them, and
owing his seat on his throne to a revolution, to the
expulsion of a preoccupant,and
the refusal of a
pretender's claim. It must ever. keep alive a doubt
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of his title. if it assumes the appearance of d e c Cion for him, it may be suspected asthe kiss of Judas.
If it should seduce him to extend his power beyond
the constitutional limits, it would lead him to destrnction; and involve a people in all the misery of
revolutionary disorder. 1s then such loyalty a public
virtue ? In cunning men it is but mean servility
endeavouring to ingratiate itself with the prince, for
honours and emoluments. In the simple ones, it is
silly superstition. Inboth, it is injurious to the king
of a free country and to the constitution. I t confines
that attention to one branch, which ought duly to be
distributed among all, and to comprehend, in its attachment, that main root and stock, from which a11
the branches grow, the people at large.
Nevertheless, such is the subtle policy of those
who are actuated by the principles of tories, jacobites,
royalists, despots, (call them by which name you
plkase,) that they continue to represent every spirited
effort in favour of the people’s rights, as originating
in disloyalty. The best friends tothe constitution
in its purity, and therefore the best friends to the
limited monarch, are held out, both to public and to
royal detestation, as disaffected to the person of the
prince. Every stratagem is used to delude the common and unthinking part of the people into a belief,
that their only way of displaying loyalty is, to display
a most servile obsequiousness to the throne, and to
oppose everypopular measure. The procurers of
addresses couch them in the most unrnauly language
of submission, and approach with a degree of prostration of sentiment, worthier to be received by the
great Mogul or the Chinese emperor, than the chief
magistrate of a free people. The composers and
presenters of such testimonies of loyalt,y; hoping,
if not for the splendid, at least for some sub-
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stantial effect of royal gratitude, exhaust the'
Ianguage of all its synonymous terms, to~express their
abject servility. Yet after all, of such a natureis
their loyalty, that, if a Stuart or a Robespierre were
the possessor of power, their mean and hollow professions of attachment would be equally ardent and
importunate. The powers that
be are the powers
which
they worship. The proffer of the,ir lives and fortunes
is the common sacrifice. But to distinguishtheir
loyalty,theywould
go fartherthantheaddressers
of the foolish and unfortunate James, andpresent
their very souls to be disposed of by their earthly
Deity; knowing it to be a safe oblation.
As great respect is due to theoffice of the supreme
magistrate, so also is great affection due to his person, while he conducts himselfwith propriety, audconsults the happinessof the people. The most decorous
language should be used to him, the most respectful
behaviour preserved
towards
him;
every
mode
adopted of showing him proofs of love arid honour,
on this sideidolatry.Arduous
is histask, though
honourable. It should be sweetened by every mode
which true and sincereloyaltycandevise.
I would
rathe,r exceed than fall short
of the deference due
to the office andthe man. But 1 will not pay a
limited monarch, at the head of a free people, so ill
a compliment, as to treat him as if he were a despot,
rulingoveraland
of slat-es. I cannot adoptthe
spirit of despotism in a land of liberty; and I must
reprobate that false, selfish, adulatory loyalty, which,
seeking nothing but its own base ends of avarice or
ambition, and feeling no real attachment either to.the
person or the offic,eof the king, contributes nevertheless todiffuse by its example, a servile,abject
kmper, highly promotive of the despotic spirit.
But theministers of state havesometimes pre-
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sumed so far on present possession of power, as to
attempt to make the people believe, that a loyalty is
due to them;thatanopposition
to their will is a
proof of defectiveloyalty;aremonstranceagainst
theirmeasures, a mark of disaffection. They have
not been unsuccessful. The servile herds whocome
forward into public life, solely t o be bought up, when
marketable, are, for the most part, more inclined to
worship the minister than the monarch. While it is
the priest who divides a m o w the sacrificers the flesh
?
of the victim, many attend with devotion at the sacrifice ; who are more desirous of propitiating the priest
than the Deity. There are many who, if they had it
in their power, would make it constructive treason
to censure any minister, whose continuance in place
is necessary to rea!ize their prospects of riches and.
titular distinction.Suchmenwander
up and down
society as spies, and mark those
who blame the minister, as persons tobe suspected of disloyalty. They
usually fix on them some nickname, in order to depreciate their characters in the
eyes of the people,
and prevent them from ever rising to such a degree
of public esteem, us might render them competitors
for ministerialdouceurs.Associatiolls
areformed.
by such men,under pretence of patriotism andloyalty,
but with no other real design, than that of keeping
the minister in place, whom theyhopeto
find a
bountiful paymaster of their services, at the public
expense.
True loyalty has. no connection with all this meanness a i d selfishness. True loyalty is manly, while
obedient, and respects itself, while it pays a voluntaryandcheerfuldeference
to authorityandthe
persons invested with it. It throws sordid considerations aside, andhavingnothing
in view butthe
general good, bears an affection, -and shows that

190

THE SPIBIT

affection, to the whole of a system establisbed for the
preservation of order and liberty. It is not misguided by pompous names, nor blinded by the glitter
of external parade; hut values offices and officers in
the state, for the good they actually promote, for
the important functions they berform, for the efficient
place they fill, in the finely constituted machine of a
well-regulated community.
Such loyalty, I believe, does abound in England,
notwitllstaading the calumnies of interested men,
who would misrepresent and cry down all real patriotism, that their own counterfeit may obtain currency. Men who possess such loyalty will he found
the hest friends to kings; if ever those times should
return, which are said to afford thetruest test of
friendship, the times of adversity.
May those times never come ! but yet let
us cherish
the true loyalty and explode the false ; because the
true is thebestsecurity
to limited monarchy and
constitutional liberty: while the false, by diffusing a
spirit of despotism, equally inirnkal to the constitution and to human happiness, is destroying the legal
limitations, undermining the established systems, and
introducing manners and principles at once degrading to human nature, and pregnant with misery to
nations.

SECTION IX.
On takLlg Aduantuge of popular Conmotions, accidental Excesses, md
foreign Ret:olutions, i o extend Prerogatiae and l’mer, and encroach
on the Liberties the People.

THEriots in London, which, to the disgrace of
magistracy, aud the boasted vigilance of ministers,
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(richly paid as they are, to guard the public safety,)
arrived from contemptible beginnings to a formidablemagnitude in the year 1780, havebeen considered by courtiers, and those who are continually
labouring to exaltprerogative at theexpense of
liberty, as extremelyfavourabletotheirpurpose.
Theycausedanuniversalpanic.Thecowardice,
folly, andperhapswickedness
o f certainpublic
functionaries, were the true .cause of the extensive
mischief; but the excesses of a few most wretched
rioters, who scarcely knew what they
were doing;
children, women, and drunken persons, were attributed to the PEOPLE. Argutnents were drawn from
the event against popular characters, popular books,
popular assemblies, and in favour of militarycoercion. Military associations in the capital were
encouraged,andthebank
of England became a
barrack.Liberty
has few votaries in comparison
with property.The
alarm was artfullyincreased,
and the spirit of despotism grew under its operatiou.
The Tory and Jacohite party exulted over theruins,
and would have rejoiced in building a Bastille wiih
the dilapidations. ‘‘ See,’.’ said they, as they
triumphed over the scene, ‘‘ the effects of power in
the hands of the people!”
But the truth is, tbe people, the grand mass of the
community, were not at all concerned in effecting
themischief; for I cannotcall a fortltitous assemblage of boys, beggars, women, and drunkards, the
people. The first irregularitiesmighthavebeen
suppressed by the slightest exertionsof manly spirit.
B u t those who were possessed of efficient places and
their emoluments, enjoying the sweets of office without suffering a sense of its duties to imbitter them,
displayed no spirit, and left it to be fairly inferred
that they had it not. The people at large were not
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to be blamed for these unfortunate events; the wh'ole

of the culpability belonged to the appointed ministers of the law, in whom the people trusted and
were deceived. The blame, however, was laidon
thepeople;
andthose who, from theirarbitrary
principles, wished todiscredit
all popularinterference in government, rejoiced at the calamity, as
an auspicious event, confirming all their theories and
justifying their practice.
The artfulencroachers on libertywerenotdeceived in calculating the effects resulting from this
totalderelictionof
duty on thepart of the civil
magistrate.Almost
immediately a damp was cast
on thegenerousardour,
which, under a Wyvill, a
Richmond, a Portland, and a Pitt, was seeking the
salvation o f the country, in a well-timed and deliberate reform of the House of Commons. A few,
indeed, remained equally zealous in the virtuous
cause; but the minds of' the many were palsied by
the panic, and seemed ready to acquiesce under
everycorruption attended with tranquillity, rather
thanrisk
a reform,which,
they were taught to
believe, could not be effected without popular commotion. Toryism saw the change with delight, and
employed all its influence in augmenting and continuing the political torpor.
In a few years the public mind seemed to have relinquished its intentions of effecting a speedy reform.
It seemedto adopt the physician'smaxim, Muluin
be& yositum 'ne nzoveto ; and hesitated, to undertake the removal of a local pain, lest it should throw
the Inorbid matteroverthe whole habit. The fear
of exciting a general inflammation prevented 'meu
from probing and cleaning the inveterate ulcer. In
the mean time, the sore is growing worse, and if not

* Though this evil is malum ma& positurn.
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stopped in its progress, must terminate ill a mortification.
Thus importantandextensivewere
the consequences of a popular tumult, dangerous indeed and
terrible in itself, but artfully exaggerated and abused
by interested courtiers, for the prevention of parliamentary reform, and the discredit of all po1;ular proceedings. When any appealto the people was in
agitation, on any busiuess whatever, it was sufficient
to say, ‘(Retnelnberthe riots,” and the illtended
measurewasimn~ediately relinquished. A dorious
a.
opportunity for the, growth of despoticop~nions!
The high-church and high-government bigots rejoiced
as if theyhadgained
a complete victory. They
alreadv sang T e Deurn.
Rut in the midst of their triumphs, as human

affairs are seldom long stationary, the French revolutioncommenced.
Everyhonest a n d enlightened
mind exulted at, it; but the news mas like a deathbell to tbe ears of the sycophants. So large, so
powerful a part of Eur&e emancipated from the
fangs of despotism, blasted all the budding hopes of
those mho were rather meditating the establishment
than the demolition of absolute rule. Aristocraticd
pride was mortified. Every sullen sentiment, every
angry passior~, rose in the disappointed bosom of
that anlbition, which seeks its own elevation on the
depression of the people. But liberty and humanity
sympathized in the joy of millions, restored to the
r@ts which God a n d nature gave them; and which
had been gradually stolen from them by’the spirit of
despotism, acting, for mutual aid, in alliance with
superstition.
But the morning which rose so beautifully in the
political horizon of France was soon overclouded.
The passions of leaders, jealous of eachother,
VOL. v.
0
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menaced from within and from without, bunted by
surrounding enemies till they were drivento phrensy,
burst forth in tremendous fury. Cruelties, which
even despots would shudder to perpetrate, were the
effects of a situation rendered dangerous in the extreme, and almost desperate, by the general attack
of all neighbouring nations. T h e friends of liberty
and humanity wept;butthe
factors of despotism
triumphed once more. ‘‘ Here,’’ said they, “ we
have another instance of the unfitness of the people
for the possession of power, and the mischievous
effects of excessiveliberty.”Every
art whichingenuity can practise, and influence assist in its operation, was exerted to abuse and vilify the French
revolution. Associatiow were formed to disseminate
childish books, favouringthespirit
of despotism,
addressed to the meanest of the people, who yet had
too much sense
to
be seduced by sentiments,
doctrines, andlanguagecalculated
only for the
peridian of the nursery. Prosecutionsand persecutions abounded;and it becamesedition to hint
thepropriety of parliamentary reformation. The
alarmists, as they were called, were so successful in
propagating the old tory tenets, under the favourable
influence of the panic of real danger, andthe detestation and horror which French murders had justly occasioned, that some of the stauncbest friends of the
people, men brought into the country at the revolution, owing all their honours and emoluments to it,
and hitherto professed and zealous Whigs, deserted
the standard of liberty, and took distinguished posts
under the banners of the. enemy.
Thespirit of despotism now wentforth with
greater confidence than it had everassumed since
the expulsion of the Stuarts. Its advocates no
lwger sculked; no longer walked in masquerade.
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They boasted of their principles, and pretended
that they alone were friends to law, order, and religion. Theytalked of the laws of Englandnot
being severe enough for the punishment of sedition,
and boldly expressed a wish that the laws of Scotlandmight be adopted in their place. Active promoters of parliamentary reform were now accused
of treasonable intentions by the very persons who
were once loudest in their invectives againstthe
corruption of thehouse of commons. Newspapers
were hired to calumniate the best friends of freedom. Writersappeared in various modes,commending the old government of France; and pouring
the most virulent abuse on all who promoted or defended its abolition. Priests who pante,d for preferment preached despotism in their pulpits,and garretteers who hungered after places or pensions, racked
their invention to propagate its spirit by their pamphlets. Fear in the well-meaning, self-interest in
the knavish, andsystematicsubtility
in the great
party of tories, caused a general uproar in favour
of principles and practices hostile to constitutional
liberty.
It is, however, the nature of all violent paroxysms
to be of transient duration. The friends of man may
therefore hope thatpanic fears, servile sycophantism,
and artful bigotry, will not long prevail over cool
reasonandliberalphilanthropy.Thedrunkendelirium will pass off, and sober sense will soon see
and acknowledge, that the accidental evils, (dreadful
as they have been,) which have arisen in a neighbouring nation, during a siugular struggle for
liberty, can be no arguments in favour of despotism,
which is a constantevil of the most destructive
nature. The body in high and robust health is most
0 2
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subject to the heat of an inflammatory fever; but na
man in his senses will thereforecease to wish for
high and robust health.
Sensible men, and true friends to the constitution,
and therefore to the king, who forms so considerable
a part of it,will be on their guard against false
alarms excited by courtiers; lest in the fear of some
future evil, from popular commotion, they lay aside
thateverwaking
vigilance which is necessary to
guard the good in possession, theirconstitutional
liberty, from thesecretdepredation
of theartful
spoiler, who is always on the watch to encroach on
popular rights and privileges.
Riots, tumults, and
popular
commotions, are
indeedtruly dreadful, and to be avoided with the
utmostcare by thelovers of libert,y. Peace,good
order, and security to all ranks, are the natural fruits
of a free constitution. True patriots will be careful
to discourageeverything
which tends to destroy
them;not only becausewhatevertends
to destroy
them tends to destroy all lluman happiness, hut also
because even an accidental outragein popular assemblies and proceedings, is used by the artful to discredit the cause of liberty. By the utmost attention
to preserving the public peace, truepatriots will
defeat the malicious designs of servile courtiers; but;
whatever may happen, they will not desert the cause
of human nature. Through a dread of licentiousness,they will not forsake thestandard of liberty.
It is the part of fools to fall upon Scylla in striving
to avoid Charybdis. Who but a fool would wish to
restore the perpetual despotisnl of the old French
government, through a dread of the transient outrages of a Parisiantumult?
Both are despotic
while they last. But the former .is a .torrent that
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flows for ever;thelatter
only a land flood, that
coversthe meadows to-day, anddisappears on the
morrow.
Dr. Price has a passage so applicable l o the present subject, that I shall beg leave to close this section by the citation of it: aud on the mention of his
name, I must pay a trifling tribute to l ~ i smemory,
which is the more necessary, as his characterhas
been scandalously aspersed by those who are ever
busy in discreditingthe people and their €riends,
a n d who, pretending a love of goodness and religion,
blacken with their foulest calumny those who are
singularly remarkable for both, for no other reason
than that, nnder the influence of goodness and religion, such persons espouse the cause of freedom,
and prefer the happiness of millions to the pomp
and pride of a few aspirants to unlimited dominion.
Meek, gentle, and humane; acute, eloquent, and
profoundly skilled in politics and philosophy; take
himfor all and all, the qualities of his heart, with
the abilities of his head, and youmay rank Price
among the first ornaments of his age. Let his
enemies produce from all their boasted despots and
C~espoticaISatraps, any one of his contemporaries
whom, in the manner of Plutarch, they may place by
his side as a parallel. Posterity will do llinl the
justice of which the proud have robbed him, and
snatch him from the calumuiators, to place him in
the temple of personal honour, high among the benefactors of the human race.
But I return from the digression, into which I was
led by an honest indignation againstthe vilest of
calumnies against one of the best of men. These are
the words of Dr. Price:
Licentiousness and despotism are more nearly
allied than is commonlyimagined.
They are both

198

THE SPIRIT

alike inconsistent with liberty,
and the true end of
government;nor is there any other difference between them, than that one is thelicentiousnessof
the licentiousness of
great men, andtheother
or that by one, thepersonsand
prolittlemen;
perty of a people are subject to outrage and invasion from a king, or a lawless body of grandees ;
and that by the other, they are subject
to the like
Inavoiding one of
outrage from a lawlessmob.
these evils, mankind have often
run into the other.
B u t all well-constituted governments guard equally
against both. Indeed, of the two, thelast is, on
several accounts, the least to bedreaded, and has
donetheleast
mischief. It may trulybesaid,
if
licentiousnesshasdestroyeditsthousands,
despotism has destroyed its millions. Theformer having little power, andnosystemtosupport
it,
necessarily finds its own remedy;and
a people
soon get out of the tumult and anarchy attending
it.But
a despotism, wearing a form of government, andbeingarmed
with its force, is anevil
nottobeconqueredwithoutdreadfulstruggles.
It goes on from ageto age, debasingthehuman
faculties,levelling all distinctions, andpreying on
the rights and blessings of society. It deaerves to
be added,that in a statedisturbed by licentiousness, there is ahanimationwhichisfavourable
to
the human mind, and putsituponexerting
its
powers; butin
a statehabituatedto
despotism,
A dark and savage tyranny
all is stillandtorpid.
stifles every effort of genius,and the mindloses
all its spirit and dignity.”
Heaven grant, that in
guarding against a fever,
we fall not into a palsy!
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SECTION X.
WhenHuman Lij” is held cheap, it is a Symptom of a prevailing Spirit
of Despotism.

THERE
is nothing which I can so reluctantly pardon
in the great ones of this world, as the little value
theyentertain for the life of a man. Property,if
seized or lost,may be restored; and without property, man may enjoy a thousand delightful pleasures
of existence. The sun shines as warmly on the poor
as on the rich; and the galeof health breathes its balsam into the cottage casement on the heath, no less
sweetly and salubriously than into the portals of the
palace. But can the lords of this world, who are so
lavish of the lives of their inferiors, with all tbeir
boasted power, give the cold heart to beat again, or
relume thelight of the eye once dimmed by the
shades of death? Accursed despots, showme your
authority for taking away that which ye never gave,
and cannot give ; for undoing the work of God, and
extinguishing the lamp of life which was illuminated
with a ray from heaven. Where is your charter to
privilege murder? Yoo do the work of Satan, who
waa a destroyer ; and your right, if you possess any,
must have originated from the father of mischief and

miery.
There is nothing so precious as the life of a man.
A philosopher of antiquity, who possessednot the
religion of philanthropy, who knew notthat man
came from heaven, and is toreturnthither;
who
never heard the doctrine authenticated, that man is
favoured with a communication of the divine nature
by ttre holy spirit of God ; yet, under all these dis-
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advantages, maintained that, MOMO EST RES SACRA, that
every human creature is consecratedtoGod,and
therefore inviolable by ]lis fellow ~nan,without profanation. All the gold of Ophir,all the gems of
GoIconda,cannot buy a singIe life, nor payfor its
loss. It is aboveall price.
Yet take a view of the world, and you will immediately be led to conclude, that scarct.iv any thing
is vilerthan humanlife.
Crimes which have very
little moral evil, if any, and which therefore cannot
incur the vengeance of a just and merciful Deity, are
punished with death ata human tribunal. I now mean
state crimes o d y ; such actions, conduct,.speeches, i s
are made crimes Ilp despots, but are not recognised
as such in the decalogue ; such as nlay proceed from
the purest and most virtuousprinciple,fromthe
mostenlargedbenevolence,
from wisdom and unaffected patriotism; such as may proce,ed from mere
warmth of temper, neither intending nor accomplishing any mischief; the mere effects of error, as innocent too in its consequences as its origin. But the
despot is offended or frightened ; for guilt trembles
at the least alarm, and nothing but the blood of the
accused can expiate the offence.
Yet numerous as are the innocent victims of'the
tribunal, where to offend the stateis.thegreatest
abominationthat man can commit, they are lost
and disappear d e n compared to the nlyriads sacrificed to thedemon of war. Despotismdeli-ghts 'in
war. It is itselement.As
the bull knows, by
instinct,t,hathisstrength
is in his horns, and the
eagle trustsin his talons ; so the despotfeels his puissance most, when surrounded by his soldiery arrayed
for battle. With the sword inhis hand, and his
artillery around him, he rejoices in his might, and
glories in'his greatness. Blood.must mark his path.;
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a d his triumph is incomplete, till- death and destruction stalk over the land, the harbingers of $ie
triumphant cavalcade.
W e hear much of necessary wars ; but it is certainly true, that a real, absolute, unavoidable necessity forwar, such as alone can render it, just,has
seldom occurred in the history of man. The pride,
the wanton cruelty of absolute princes, caring
nottrin,g for human life, have in all ages, without the
least necessity, involved the world in war; and therefore it is the common cause of all mankind to abolish
absolute power ; and to discourage, bv every lawful
means, the spirit that leads to any degree of it. No
individual, however good, is fit to be trusted with so
dangerous a deposit. His goodness may be corrupted
by the magnitude of the trust; and it is the nature
of power, uncontrolled by fear OT law, t o vitiate the
best dispositions. He who would have shuddered to
spill a drop of blood, in a hostile contest, as a private mall, shalldelnge wholeprovinces, as an absolute prince, and laugh over the subjugated plains
which he has fertilized with human gore.
What are the chief considerations with such men,
previously to their going to war, and at its conclusion ? Evidently the expense of money. Little is said
or thought of the lives lost, or devoted to be lost,
exceptasmatters
of pecuniaryvalue.
Humanity,
indeed, weeps in silence and solitude, in the sequestered shade of private life ; hut is a single tear shedin
courts, and camps, and cabinets ? When men high
in command, men of fortune and family, fall, their
4eeds are hlazoned, and they figure in history; but
who, save the poor widow and the orphan, inquire
after the very names of the rank and file? There
they lie, a mass of human flesh, not so much regretted
by the despots.as the horses they rode, or the arms
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they bore While ships often go down to the bottom, struck by the iron thunderbolts of war, and not
a life is saved ; the national loss is estimated by the
despot, according to the weightof metal wasted, and
the magnitude and expenseof the wooden castle:
Ploratur lachrymisamissa pecunia veris !

JOY.

God, we read, made man in his own image; and
our Saviour taught us that hewas the heir of immortality. God made no distinction of persons; b u t
behold a being, born to a sceptre, though a poor,
puny, shivering mortallike the rest, presumes tosell,
and let out for hire, these images of God, to do the
work of butchers,inany
cause, and foranypaymaster, on any number of unoffending fellow-creatures, who are standing up in defence
of their hearths,
theiraltars,their
wives, theirchildren,andtheir
liberty. Great numbers of men, trained to the trade
of human butchery, have been constantly ready
to be
let to hire, to carry on the work of despotism, and to
support, by themoney they earned in this hellish employment, the luxurious vices
of the wretchwho called
them his property. Can
that state of human affairs
be rightandproper,
which permits a miscreant,
scarcely worthy the name of a man, sunk in effeminacy, the slave of vice, often the most abominable
kind of vice, ignorant and illiterate, debilitated with
disease, weak in body as in mind, to have such dominion of hundreds of thousands, his superiors by
nature, as to let them out for pay, to murder the
innocent stranger in cold blood ?
Though, in free countries and limited momrchim,
such atrocious villainy is never permitted, yet it becomes the friends of liberty and humanity to be on
their guard a p n s t the prevalence of any opinions
and practices which depreciate man, as man, a d
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vilify human life. None can tell to what enormous
depravity small concessions may lead; when the
horror of crimes is gradually softened by the wicked
arts of proudintriguers,
idolizinggrandeurand
trampling on poverty.
W h a t shall we t h i d of the practice of what is
called crimping ? Is it tobe allowed in a free
country? Are not men bought, inveigled, or forced
by it, as if they were cattle, beasts of the field or the
forest, and capable of becoming the property of the
purchaser or the captor? If a nation should behold
with patience such a practice increasing and encouraged hy thegreat,would
there not be reasonto
suspect, that it bad lost the spirit of freedom, and
was preparing to submit its neck to the yoke of despotism ? Is not an impressed sailor or a kidnapped
soldier one of the images of God? Is he not entitled
to all the rights of nature, and the society of which
he is a member? Does poverty disfranchise a man,
rob him of his rights, and render his life a commodity
to be bought and sold, or thrown away, at the will
of a rich man, who i s enabled to take advantage of
his want, and add to the misfortune of indigence the
curse of slavery? Are a few pieces of silver to be
allowed, by connivance, if not by legal permission,
as the price of blood, when poverty, but not the will,
con~ents to the sale?
Even if boxing were ever to become a spectacle
patronised by princes, and encouraged by a people,
there would he reason to fear lest man, as man, had
lost his value ; lest life were estimated of little price ;
and lest the spirit of despotism were gradually insinuating itself intothe community. There would
be reason to fear lest times, like those of the latter
Roman emperors, were returning, and that men
might be kept like wild beasts to be brought on the
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stage and fight for public diversion, and to be mmdered for the evening’s amusement of fashionable
lords and ladies, at anopera-house.
The dignity of human nature, in despotical countries, is treated as a burlesque. A man is less dignified than a pampered horse, and his life infinitely
Iess valued. But in a land of liberty,like ours,
every man should learn to venerate himself and his
neighbour, as a noble creature, dependant only on
God, on reason, on law. Life, undersuch circumstances, is a pearl of‘ great price. Every human
being, under such circumstances, is of equal value in
the sight of God.They,
therefore, who, in consequence of civil elevation, hold any man’s life cheap
and vile, unless he has forfeited his rights by enormous crimes, are guilty of rebellion against God, and
ought to be hunted out of society ; as the wolf, once
the native of England’s forest$, was exterminated
from the island,

SECTION XI.
Indifference -of the middle and :lower Cksses of” the People io public
Affairs, highly favourable to theEncroachnzents Ofthe Tory Prin.
ciple, and therefore to the Spirit of Despotism.

THEopinion, that-the majority of the people have no
concern in political disquisitions, is at once insulting
and injurious. They who maintain it, evidently
mean to make a separation in the minds of men between the government and the nation. I t is insulting to the nation, as it insinuates that they areeither
incapable or unworthy of interfering ; and it is injurious to the government and the whole community,
as it renders thatpower, which ought to be an object
of love, an object of terror and jealousy.
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Such a n opinion is fit only for a country subject to
absolute powe,r, and in which the people, considered
all
ohly as conquered slaves, hold theirlivesand
their enjoyments at the will of the conqueror. As it
originates in despotic principles, so it tends 'to produce and diffuse them.
As to the intellectual abilities of the people, it is
certain that some of the ablest statesmen, lawgivers,
and men of business, have originated from that order
which is called plebeian. There is a singular vigour
of mind, as well as of bodv, in men who have been
placed out of the reach of iuxurp and corruption by
their poor or obscurecondition;and
when this
vigour of mind has been improved by a competent
education, andsabsequentopportunities
of experience and observation, it has led to very high degrees of mental excellence.Plebeianshavearrived
at the very first rank in all arts and sciences; and
there is nothing in politics so peculiarly abstruse or
recondite, as to be incomprehensible by intellects that
have penetrated into the profoundest depths of philosophy.
As to the right of the people to think, let him who
denies it, deny, at t.he same time, their right to
breathe.Theycan
no more avoidthinkingthan
breathing. God formed them to do both ; and thollgh
statesmen often act as if they wished to oppose the
will of the Deity, yet happily they want the power.
And since man must think, is it possible to prevent
them from thinking of thegovernment? upon the
right conduct ofwhich depend theirliberty,their
property, and their lives. It is their duty to watch
dverthepossessors
of power, lest they should be
prevented, by the encroaching natureof power, from
leaving, to their posterity that freedom which tiley
inherited; a natural right,preserved from the op-
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pressor’s infringement by the blood 6f their vittuous
ancestors.
Bbt such is the effect of political artifice, under
the management of court sycophants, that the middle
ranks of people are taughtto believe, that ‘they
ought not to trouble themselves with affairs of state.
They are taught to think that a certain set of men
come intothe worldlike demigods, possessed of
right,power,andintellectual
abilities, to rule the
earth, as God rules the universe, without controul.
They are taught to
believe, that free inquiry and
manly remonstrance are the sin of sedition. They
are taught to believe, that they are to labour by the
sweat of their brow to get money for the taxes; and
when they have paid them, t o go to work again for
more, to pay the next demand without a murmur.
Their children may starve; they rnay be obliged to
sbut out the light of heaven, and the common air
which the beasts on the waste enjoy; they may be
prevented frompurchasingthemeaus
of artificial
light i n the absenceof natural ; they rnay be disabled
from procuring a draught of wholesome aud refreshing beverage after the-day’s labour which has raised
the money to pay the tax ; they may not be able to
buy the materials for cleanliness of their persons,
when defiled bythesamelabour;yetthey
must
acquiesce in total silence. They must read no obnoxious papers or pamphlets, and theymust not utter
a complaint, at the house where they are compelled
to go for refreshment, which the tax prevents them
from enjoying at home with theirlittle ones. Yet
they have nothing to do with public affairs; and if
they show the leasttendency to inquiry or opposition,
they suffer adouble punishment, firstfrom their
lordly landlord and employer ; and secondly, from
prosecution for turbulence and sedition.
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The, legal punishments attending the expression of
discontent, by any overt-act, are so severe, and the
iil-grounded terrors of them so artfully disseminated,
that rather than incur the least danger, they submit
in silence to the hardest oppression.
Even the middle ranks are
terrifiedinto a tame
and silentacquiescence.
Theylearn to consider
politics as a dangerous subject, not to be touched
without hazard of liberty or life. They shrink t h e m
fore from the subject. They will neitherreadnor
converse upon it. They pay their contribution to a
war, and take a minister's word that it is just and
necessary. Better part with a little money patiently,
since part with it we must, say they, than by daring
to investigate the causes or conduct of public measures, risk a prison or a gibbet.
Great andopulentlandholdersoftenexercise
a
despotism in their petty dominions, which stifles the
voice of truth,andblindsthe
eye of inquiry. If
tenants utter B sentiment in public, adverse to the
courtly opinions of the great man, who is looking up
to a minister for a douceur for himself, his sons, his
natural sons, or his nephews, or cousins, the beneficial lease will not be renewedatitsexpiration.
W h a t has such a fellow to do withpolitics?Fine
times, indeed, when rustics dare to have an opinion
on the possibility of avoiding a war, which a minister has declared unavoidable ! A thousand modes of
harassing and embarrassing the subordinate neighbour, who dares think for himself, are practised by
the sla,vish rich man, who, possessing enough to
maintain a hundredpoor fkmilies, is yetgreedily
grasping at a place or a pension ; or, if he be too
opulent to think of such addition, which is seldom the
w e , still views with eager eye and panting heart,
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at leakt a baronetage, and perhaps' a coronet, glittering on high with irresistible brilliancy.
Gross ignorance, unmanly fear of punishment, and
obsequiousness to overgrownaristocrats, at once
servile and tyrannic, operate in conjunction to prevent'the middle and lower ranks from attending to
the concerns of the community, of which they are
very important members ; contributing to its support
by theirpersonalexertions,theirconsumption
of
taxed commadities, and the payment of imposts:
There is dso an habitual indolence'whirh prevents
many from concerning themselves with any thing but
that which immediately affects their pecuniary interest.Such
persons would be content to liveunder
the Grand Seignor, SO long as they might eat, drink,
and sleep in peace. But such must ever be the prevailing sentiment of a people, whose ancestors have
left them in the inheritance of liberty, as an estate
unalienable, and of more value thai the mines 'of
Peru. Such indolence is treachery toposterity; i t
is a base and cowardly dereliction of a trust, which
they who confided it are prevented by death from
guarding or withdrawing.
The middle and lower ranks, too numerous to be
bribed by a minister, and almost out of the reach of
court corruption, constitute thebest bulwarks of
liberty. Theyare a naturaland most efficacious
check on thestrides of power. Theyoughttherefore to know their consequence, aud to preserve it
with unwinking vigilance. They have a stake, as it
is called, a most iuportant stake, in thecountry.
Let not the overgrown rich only pretend to have a
stake in the country, and claim from it an ekclusive
privilege to regard its concerns. The middle 6 n k s
have their native freedom to preserve ; their .birth-!

OF DESPOTTSM.

209

right to protect from the dangerous attacks of enormous and overbearing affluenoe. Inasmuch as liberty
and security are .more couduciv-e to happiness than
exce’ssiveriches, it must be allowed, that the poor
man’s stake in the country is as great as the :rich
man’s. If he should losehisstake,
his poverty,
which wasconsoled
by the consciousness of his
liberty and security,becomes an evil infinitely aggravated. H e has nothing left to defend him from the
oppressor’s wrongandtheproud
man’s contumely.
He may soon degenerate to a beast of burden; for
the mind sinkswith the slavery of the condition.
But while a man feels that he is free, and fills it respectable rank, as a freeman, in the community, he
walks with upright port, conscious, even in rags, of
comparative dignity.
While the middle and lower ranks acquaint themselves with their rights, they should also impress on
their minds a sense of their duties, and return obedkuce and allegiance for protection.
To perform the part of good members of the community, their understandings must be duly enlightened, and they must be encouraged, rather than
forbidden, to give a close attention to all public
transactions. Disagreements in private
life are often
justly calledmisunderstandings. It is throumh
3 want
of clear conceptions that feuds and animosities frequently happen in public. The many are not so mad
as they are represented. They act honestly and
zealously according to their knowledge. Give them
fair and full information, and they will do the thing
that is right, in consequence of it. Bat nothing
moregenerallyand
justly offends them, than ;in
attempt to conceal ordistort facts which concern
them; an attempt to render them t h e dupes of inteVOL. v.
Y
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rested. ambition, planning its own elevation on the
ruins of their independence.
I wish, as a friend to peace, and an enemy to all
tumultuary and riotousproceedings, that the mass of
the peopleshould understand the constitution, and
know, that redress of grievances is to be sought and
obtainedby appealsto the law ; by appealsto reason;
without appealing, except in cases of the very last
necessity, which seldom occur,to the armof violence.
I advise them patiently to bear, while there is but a
hope of melioration, even flagrant abuses, if no other
mode of redress appears, for the present,
but convulsion. I would exhort them, not to fly from the
despotism of an administration, to the despotism of
an enraged populace. I would have them value the
life, the tranquillity, the property, of the rich and
great, as well as those of the poor and obscure. I
would wish them to labour at promoting human happiness ia all ranks, and be assured, that happiness,
like health, is not to be enjoyed in <fever.
To accomplish these ends, I think too much pains
cannot be bestowed in teaching them to understand
the true nature of civil liberty ; and in demonstrating
to tbem, that it is injured by all excesses, whether
the excesses originate in courts or cottages.
And surely those men are neither friends to their
country nor to human nature, who, for the sake of
keepingdown the lowerorders, would objectto
teaching the people the value
of a pure representation, free suffrage, a free press, and trial by jory.
These are the things that are most likely to endear
the constitntion to them, to render them truly loyal,
chearfully obedient, and zealously peaceable.
It is not the delusivepublications of interested
and qeophantic associators which can produce this
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valuable purpose. Writings so evidently partial,
persuade none but those thRt are already persuaded;
and deceive none butthose that are willing to be
deceived. Truth only will haveweight with the
great body of the people, who have nothing to hope
from ministerial favour, or tofear, while the constitution is unimpaired, from ministerial displeasure.
Let the people then be at liberty, uniaterrupted by
persons actuated by tory and high prerogative principles, to study poktics, to read pamphlets, and to
debate, if they choose it, in societies. The more
they know of a good constitution, and a good administration, thebetter they will behave.Ministry
need not hirenewspapers, or employ spies. Let
them build their confidence in truth and justice, and
the enlightened people will constitute its firmest buttress. Let it never he said, thatthe peoplehave
nothing to do with politics, lest it should be inferred,
that such politics have no regard to the people.

SECTION MI.
The despotic Spirit is inclined to discourage Commerce,
to

as unfavourablc

its PuTposes.

Is man a reasonable creature ? Is he then most perfect and happy, when hisconduct is regulated by
reasou? If so, then the boasted age of chivalry was
an age of folly, madness, and misery. I t was an age
in which a romantic imagination triumphed by force
over the plainest and strongest decisions of common
sense. It waa .an age in which pride and wanton
insolence trampled on the rights and happiness of
human nature. To express my idea of it in it word,
it was an age of QULXOTISM,
in which Europe apP 2
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pearedasonevastcountry
of bedlamites. Yet,
wonderful to relate, men have lately arisen, pretending to extraordinary degreesof the distinctive faculty
of man, professing the most unbounded philanthropy,
but at the same time regretting that the age ' of chivalry is no more.
Thetruth is, thespirit of chivalrywas highly
favourable to the spirit of despotism. Every feudal
differing from the
baron was a pettytyrant,little
chieftain of bandit;.
Thev were absolute sovereigns
over
their
vassals.
Their
castles
were
fortified
palaces, from which they issued,regardless of government or law, like lions or tigers from their dens, to
deform the land with blood and devastation. What
was the situation of the people, the million, in those
days of mischievous folly? I t was scarcelybetter
than that of the negroes in the islands of America.
And are these times to be regretted in the present
day? Yes,certainlv,bythose
who pine at seeing
who
the condition of the multitude meliorated, and
of their fellow-creatures
consider the unfortunate part
as a herd of swine.
At this period of English history, slaves, natives
of Englaud,were
bought and sold on English
ground, just in the same malmer as the negroes in
Africa.One
of the chief articles of export from
England, in the time of the Anglo-Saxons was the
slave.Slaveswerealwaysappendantto
manors,
like the stock of cattle on a farm. They were attached to the soil, and were conveyed or descerrded
with the estate, under the name of viZZains Teyardkmzt,
ylebce adscnptitii. They wereneverconsidered as
citizens ; they had no vote, no rights; and were in
every respect, in the eye of the great men wbo possessed them, like goods, chattels, and . beasts ,of
burden.
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As honest labourwasconsidered
as slavish, so
also was everykind of trade.The onlyclass esteemed, was that which we should now call gentlemen or esquires. And what was their employment ?
Destruction of theirfellow-creatures. They neither
toiled BOT s p m ; but they wielded the sword, and
shed blood under the-banners of their chief, whenever he thought proper to wagewar with an unoffending neighbour. They were, however,honourable men; all, all honourable men. But honour will
not fill the bellv, nor clothe the back; and pride was
obligedtostobp
for food, raiment, dwellings, and
all the comfortsandaccommodations
of life, to
the villain and vs.ssal ; who wereexactly in the
rank occupied by modern tradesmen, mechanics, and
artisans. The gentleman of those days availed himself of their labour and ingenuity, and then despised
them. The Fentlemen of moderu days, who admire
the age of chivalry, and who adopt tory and arbitrary
principles, would be glad to consider this useful and
ingenious class of citizens in the same light. “ Perish
our commerce, liveourconstitution.
Perish the
loom, the plough, the han~mer, theaxe; but flourish
the sword. Sink the merchant ship, but let the man
of war ride on the waves in all her glory.”
Suchsentimentsresemblethose
of the- feudal
barons, thedarkestdespotsthat
everdisgraced
humannature.
The old feudal barons, however,
could not always find employment for thesword
at home ; and Peter the monk told them they would
be rewarded in heaven by waging war ou Palestine.
They embarked with theblessings of the pope on
their banners. It was a fortunate event for the despisedvassals who wereleftat
home. Both commerce and liberty are greatly indebted tothe crusades
for their subsequent flourishing state, Tn the absence
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of the tyrank, the tradesmen and artisans exercibed
their artandindustry
on their own account, ana
gradually acquired a degree of independence. "any
of the barons never returned to oppress them. Many
returned,greatlyinjured
in strength,spirit,
and
property.
Consequently
they
lost
their
power.
Charters were now sold or granted, and commerce
lifted up her front in defiance of pride, that, looking
down from her castle on the ship and manufacturer,
despised her lowly occupation, while she envied her
opulence. The country was enriched by arts which
The mass of' thepeople
the noblesdeemedvile.
acquiredproperty,
and with it, powerandindependence. The tyranny of thefeudd system,and
the nonsense of chivalry, which endeavoured' tocreate a fantastic merit, independent of virtue a.nd
utility, soon vanished when
the humau mind was -at
liberty to think for itself; and men were emboldend
to act freely by a consciousness of possessing akin
and property.
Bct while the human heart is subject to pride, atnd
fond of power, the spirit of tyranny, which actuah&
the old barons in feudal times, will manifest itself', in
some mode or degree, whenever opportunities occur.
Comnlerce was despised under the late monarchy in
France; and commerce, we have reason to think, is
looked upon with a jealous eye in England, by those
who are violently attached to senseless grandeur.
Men of this description are averse from commerce,
not only from pride, but from policy. They sm
commerce enriching and exalting plebeians to a rank
in society equal to their own; and often furnishing
the means of luxuriousenjoyment and splendour,
which they themselves, with all the pride of birth and
the presumption of office, cannot support Though
a war m a y injuretrade,
and mi11 manufacturiog
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towns, yet it is eagerly engaged in, if it grati6es the
revenge of courts, andthe pride of nobles. Its ill
effects on commerce may be a recommendation of it
to those who exclaim, <‘ Perish commerce, live our
constitution.” It reduces that aspiring greatness of
the merchant, wbich treads on tbe heels of the
grandee, andovertops him. It bleeds the body
which appears in the eyes of thegreat to show
symptqms of plethora. It clips the wings which
seem readyto emulate the flight of the eagle. It
lops the tree which gives umbrage by its shadow.
The favourers of absolute power would have a nation
of gentlemen soldiers, of courtiers, and of titled
noblemen; and they viewwith pain, a nation of
gentlemen merchants, of men independeut both in
spiritand fortune, enlightened by education, improved by experience, enriched by virtues and useful
exertion, possessing principles of honour founded on
honesty, and therefore quite as scrupulous and nice
as if tbep had been bred
in idleness, bloated with
the pride of ancestry, tyrannically imperious over
the active classes, and at the same time abject slaves
to courtly fashion.
But, as in a commercial nation, it is impossible to
prevent men of this description from sometimes acq u i r i q princely fortunes, it becomes a very desirable object, among the politicians attached to arbitrary power, tocorruptthe
principal commercial
houses, by raising in them the spirit of vanity and
ambition. Tl~eyhave already acquired moneymore
thaa sdlicient for all the purposes of aggrandizement.
The next object is honour; that is, a title. A
baronetage is a charming lure to the wholefamily.
Any €avoar indeed from the court is a feather. A
titie. is now and then judiciously bestowed. This
oprat~s the rising race, and teaches them to u[lc
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dervalue their independence in competition with the
smile of minister.
a
The minister,
indeed,
-has
means of gratifying the avarice as well as the vanity
of thecwnmercialorder.Contractsare
delicious
douceurs to theaspiringtrader:theynotonly
enrich, but lead to a connection with the powers that
be, and pave with gold the road of ambition.
But the sun of tory favour which irradiates the
tops of the mountain, seldom reaches the vale. The
millionsof humbleradventurers in commerceand
manufacture, who are enriching theircountry,and
accommodating human life, in t9a-thousand modes
that require both virtue and skill, are viewed by the
promoters of arbitrary powerwithsovereign
contempt. The truth is, t h a i most of these, notwithstandingthedisdain
with which theyaretreated,
are some of the most independent members of the
community. They constitute a very large portion of
the middle rank. Theyarea
firmphalanx,and
connuonly enlisted on the side of liberty. They can
scarcely be otherwise; for they have little to hope or
fear from those who call themselves their superiors.
They perform a work, or vend a commodity, equivalent to the compensation theyreceive; and owe
no obligationbeyondthatwhichcivility
or benevolence, towardsthose with whom theynegotiate,
imposes. The customer applies to them for his own
convenience. If they befairtraders,theyvend
their wares at the market price; and if one will not
accede to it, they waitpatiently for another offer.
They do not thinkthemselves bound to makeany
unmanly submissions to thosewhodealwith
them
for their own advantage.
A numerous body of men like these, possessing,
io the aggregate, a vast property, aud conseqtkntlp,
if they could act in concert, a vast power also,-can-
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not but be an object of uneasiness to the copartners
in a proud aristocracy, wishing to engross to themselves the whole world, with allits
pleasures,
honours, emoluments, and rights. As they cannot
destroy this body, their next endeavour is to vilify
it, to render it insignificant, to discourage its attention to public affairs, to lessen its profits, and to emharass its operations, by taxes on its most vendible
productions. They would gladly render a tradesman
as contemptible in England as it was in France before
the revolution. I n France, we all know, underits
despotickings, no virtue, no merit, 110 services to
the public or mankind, could wipe off the filthy stain
fixed on the character by merchandise. The poorest,
most villainous and vicious idiot, who partook of
noblesse, would have beenesteemed,inthat
unhappy period, infinitely superior to a Barnard or a
Gresham.
My purpose in theseremarks is to exhort the
mercantile order to preserve their independence, by
preserving a just sense of their own dignity. I see
with pain and alarm the first men in a great city, the
metropolis of the world, whose merchants are
princes, crowding with slavish submission to the
minister of the day, seconding all his artful purposes
in a corporation, calling out the military on the
slightest occasion, at once to overawe the multitude,
and at the same time to annihilatetheir own civil
and constitutional authority.
If they would but preservetheirindependence,andretain
a due attachment to the people, and the rights of their fellowcitizens, their power and consequence would be infinitely augmented, and the very minister who buys
or cajoles them would hold them in high estimation.
Ultimately, . perhaps, theirpresentsordid
views
might be accomplished with. greatersuccess;as
r
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they certainly would be, if accomplished at all, with
more honour and sttisfaction.
Instead of separating their interests, 1 would say,
let our commerce aod our constitution e m flourish
together. Certain 1 am, that a flourishing cam+
merce, by giving p o w e ~d eoaeequence
the
middle and lower ranks of the pmple, teactP more
than allthe
military associaheas to preserrve the
genuine spirit of the constitution.
.to

SECTION x

m

The Spirit of Despotism displaying itself in priuate

Lge,

a d pro-

ceeding thence to avail itself of the Church and the Military.

MANYwho enjoy the great advantages of distinguished rank and enormous wealth, either hereditary
or acquired, not contented with those advantage4
seem, by their bhaviour, to envy the less fortunate
of theirspeciesthelittlehappinesstheyretain
ia
their humble sphere. Unsatisfied
with the elevation
which their birth or fortune has given them, they
wish to trample on their inferiors, and to force them
still lower insociety.
Base pride!sordidgreediness of wretches, who, notwithstandingtheyare
gratified with all e x t e n d splendour, and pampered
eveu to loathing with plenty of all good things, yet
insult those who minister to their luxuries, and wha
(howeverdeserving by virtueallthatthe
others
possess by chance) sit down with a bare competence,
and often in want of real necessaries, food, raimgmt,
and habitation.
The insolence of many among the great, who possess neither knowledge nor virtue, nor any quality
weful to mankind, and the contempt with which thqy
look down upon men,whom, though both virtuous.
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and ugeful, they call their inferiors, excitesthe honest
indignation of all who can think and feel, and who
are remote from the sphere of corrupting influence,
Thenatural sensations of an honest heart revolt
against it. It i s not only most highly culpable in a
moral view, but extrenlely dangerous in a politicd
It arises from the genuine spirit of despotism, and if
not checked by the people, must lead to its u n i v m d
prevalence. Such a spirit would allow no rights to
the poor, but those which cannot betaken away,
sucll as the swine possess; the rights of mere anima
nature, Such tl spirit hates the people, and would
gladly a n a l a t e all of them, but those who administer tcl pride aud luxury, either as menial
servan& tbepewleot tradesmeu or rnechauics, or
c m w soldiers, ready to shedtheir
own and
~thergblood for a morsel of bread.
If no considerable district of a country be without
perms @ h a t e dwith this spirit; if they are viewed
without abhoprence, and considered as assuming only
the common privileges of country gentlemen; if such
men, availing themselves of a corrupt state of representation, often procure a share in the legislature;
is not that country, if there be such a one, in danger
Df being over-run with despotism? Are not ,the
ywmaury, who are usually tenants of these persons,
likely to be influenced by them, through fear of
lo~ingtheir €arms, in theirvotes,and
in all their
aentiraenks and conduct? And
will not liberty lose
some of her ablest, as they were probably among her
sincerest and manliest, defenders, when the yeomanry
desert her banners?
Among all that description of persons who have
been lately called Aristocrats, proud and
selfishin
their nature, Tories and Jacohites in their political
principles, it is obvious to remark the most haughty,
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overbearing manners in the .transactions of common
life, in theirdomesticarrangements,intheirpleasurable excursions, their visits, theirconversatian,
and generalintercourse.
In all these, their grand
object is to keep the vulgar, under'
which appellation they conlprehend n~anytruly, though not nominally, noble, at a distance. They herd in exclusive
sets, and form a little world of their own, and entitle
it, the circles of fashion.Folly
andvanitygovern
world with despotic rule; and virtae,
thislittle
learning, usefulness, have no claim to admission into
it, Pride, servility to courts, and a mutual though
tacit agreement to treat the people
with contempt,
are among the principal recommendations to it. The
grand secret of its constitution is to claim dignity,
distinction,power, and place, exclusively,without
the painful labour of deservingeither>by .personal
n~eritor by services to the commonwealth.
These people push themselves forward
l o notice
110
at allpublicplaces.Thoughtheycontribute
more than others to the support of such places, (for
they are generally parsimonious,) yet they claim a
right to dictate every regulation. Countenanced
by
each other, they assume at theatres a bold behaviow,
such as argues a sovereign contempt of the canaille.
They talk loud, they laugh loud, they applaud each
other's wit, they strut with airs of perfect self-complacency; but would not be supposed to cast an eye
a t the inferior crowd, whose admiration they are at
the same time courting, by everysilly effort of pragmaticalvanity.
Theycannot live long at home.
No; theymusthavetheeyes
of theverypeople
whom theyaffect to despise, constantly upon their
persons, their coaches, their livery servants; or else
wealth loses its power to gratify, and grandeur is IIO
better than insignificance.

,
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Nothing flatters such persons more, than to have
a number of their fellow-creatures engaged as servantsabouttheir persons, with nothingto do, or
with such employments as a man, properly so called,
could not endure to have done by another. It adds
greatly to their happiness, if they can clothe these
superfluous menials i n very fine and costly dress, far
exceedinganythiug
which themiddle(yetindeafford or
pendent)ranks of thepeoplecaneither
wouldchooseto
display. They also choose that
their footmen should 1)e ilandsoule in their persons,
as well as snmptaously clad; the intentiou being to
lead the spectator to
exclaim, when eventhe servants are such respectable personages,
‘‘ how stupendously great must be tLe lordly master!”
A court, witb all its forms and finery, is the verv
element of such persons. They flut,ter about it like
butterfliesin the sunshine; andhappy he, who, in
his way to it, excites the mcjst admiration of his
gaudy coach and coat in the crowd of St. James’sstreet; that crowd, whicl-1 neverthelessthey scorn,
through fear of pollution, to look at, with eyes
destined in a few minutes to enjoy the beatific vision
of royalty. Hut as a court is their delight, no wonderthattheirse~ltiments
on political mattersare
perfectly courtier-like. They are for extending the
powers and prerogatives of royalty, from a selfish
to the
ideathattheycanrecommendthemselves
notice and patronageof courts by servile compliance,
by riches and pomp; whereas the people would require personal merit as the passport to their favour.
They think the people have little to bestow but bare
esteem, or such offices as arehonourable only in
proportion as they are well or ill discharged; such
as ,require virtues and abilities : whereas -a court
cau bestow on its favourites, without requiring pain-
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ful virtues, ribands,garters, stars, and titles,all
which gratify superficial minds by their external
finery and distinction, independently of any idea that
they are, or should be, the public rewards of long
and faithful services, in promoting the welfareof the
eommunity, and the happiness of the human race. .
. To form an adequate idea of the proud and fiivolous minds of those who are intent on nothing but
aggrandizing themselves hy augmenting the power
of courts and ministers, whose favour they seek with
the most despicable meanness, it will be necessary
to entertain right notionsof the court of France, and
the manners of the noblesse, previously to the revoaims” says anobserving
lution. ‘c Thetwogreat
French writer, u of the modern couitiers of France,
like some of anothernation,were dissipation, and
the means of repairing the ruinous consequences of
that dissipation to their private fortunes. To obtain
the former end, theypursuedher
though all the
fantastical labyrinth o f versatile folly ; and to accomplish the latter, they startled at no depravity or corruption which presented itself.,’ Thus the greatest
personages in the nation were most distinguishable
for vice and meanness,; thesole object was to indulge
ineveryvain and everysensual gratification, and
then to procure places and appointments, the profits
ofwhich were to pay the expenses of pride and
debauchery. The financier robbed the people. The
great (as theyareabusively
called) received the
stolen goods; andthe people, in return for their
propertythusextorted
from them, were at once
oppressed,plundered,anddespised.
If a nobleman, impoverished by his enormous vices and silly
vahity, married into a rich but plebeian familyy they
called this d e p d i n g conduct, tbe taking. dung to
fertilize their estates. At the same time, pollution

OF DESPOTISM.

zag

as it was to marry the honest daughter of an honest

merchant, theyprided themselves in cboosing for
mistresses not only the lowest, but the most vicious
for
persons,opera-dancersandactressesnotorious
prostitution. Suchweremany of the courtiers,the
for arbitrary power in
noblesse, and
sticklers
France;andhavethere
not appeared in other
mtions, instances of similar conduct in persons of
similar rank, and similar political principles ?
In France, bishoprics were usually considered as
genteel provisions for the sons of noblefamilies.
Religious considerations had rarely any
influence in
the appointment of them. Learning was not a sufficient recommendation. Blood was the prime requisite. If by chance a man, with every kind of merit
proper for that station, rose to a bishopric, without
the remommendation of blood, he was despisedby
the fraternity, and called a bishop of fortune. I have
heardinEnglandsuch men as Dr. Secker, Dr. Watson,
or Dr. Horsley, with all their learning, spoken of as
men that must not tlriuk themselves of any political
consequence; as men who should be satisfied with
their good fortune, and not pretend to vie with the
Beresfords, Norths, and Cornwallises,
the Vernons
and the Manners Suttons. How would men holding
suchopinions,havedespised
Jesus Christ and the
poor fishermen! yet they love bishoprics, so far as
they contribute to secular pomp and parade, and as
they enrich the families of boroughmongers; and
eriable them cheaply to rewardtheirtutorsand
obsequious dependents.
A similar spiritmnstproduce
similarconduct.
Therefore those who would not wish the manners of
the French, at+ they existed before the revolution, to
prevail in their own country, will check the spirit
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that gives rise to such
manners, by every rational
means of opposition to it,Thatspiritand
those
monarchy,
manners at once supportedtheFrench
and caused its abolition.
Indeed, the overbearing manners of the Tories, or
friends of arbitrary power, are so disgusting in private life to every man of senseandindependence,
that they must be exploded, wherever sense and independence can prevail overthe artsofsycophantism.
They are no less offensive to humanity, and injurious
to all the sweet equality of social intercourse, than
they are to public liberty.
These
proud
pretenders
to superiority, these
sneaking slaves of caurts, and tyrants of their households, would monopolize not onlyall the luxuries
of habitation, food, raiment, vebicles, attendants,
but d l notice, allrespect,allconsideration.
The
world was made for them, and such as they, to take
theirpastime
in it.Tbeir
family, their children,
their houses, must all he kept from plebeian contamination. The well-barred portals, however, fly
open at the approach of lords and dukes; and they
themselves would lick the shoes of a minister, if one
shonld, for thesake of securingtheinflueme
of
their wealth in parliament, condescend to eBter their
mansion.
The aristocratical insolence is visiblewhere one
would- leastexpect i t ; whereallthepartakers
of
this frail and mortal state should appear in a state of
equality ; even at Ghurch, in the immediate presence
of Him who made high and low, rich and poor; and
wltere the gilded and painted ornaments'on the walls
Seem to mock the folly of all human pride. The pew
of tlle-great man is raised above the others, tlnougll
its elevation is ah obstacle both to the eyes and ears
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of those -who are placed in its vicinity. It is furnished with curtains, adorned with linings, and accommodated with cushions. Servants walk in his
train, open the door of his luxurious seat, and c a r r y
the burden of the prayer-book. The first reverence
is paid to persons of condition around. .Thoqewho
do not bow to the name of Jesus Christ, k i d with
all lowliness to the lord in thegallery. The whole
behaviour leads a thinking man to conclude, that the
self-important being would scarcely deign to enter
Heaven, any more than he does the church, if he must
be reduced to an equality with the rustic vuJgar.
arbitrary
Such persons, consistentlywiththeir
principles, are always high-churchmen. Though
they may be indifferent to religion, they are zealous
for the church. They consider the chnrcb as useful,
not only in providinggenteelly for relationsand
those to whom they owe obligations for private
services, but as an engine to keep down the people. Upon the head of their despot, they would put
a triplecovering,
the crown, the mitre, andthe
helmet. The Devil offered our Saviour all the kingdoms of this world and their glory, if he would fall
clown and worship him; and there is reason to fear,
that such idolaters of the kingdoms of this world and
their glory would apostatize from him who said his
kingdom was not of this zuorEd, if the same evil being
were to make them the same offer. The temporalities
and splendoursof the church triumphant endear it to
them ; but, if it continued in its primitive state, or in
the condition in which it was when poor fishermen
were its bishops, they would soon side, in religious
matters, with the pbilosophers of France. But while
mitres andstalls may be made highly subservient
to the views of a minister, and the promoters of
arbitrary power; and principles, theyhonour the
VOL.
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church, though they know nothing
of Christ, they
stickle for the bench, though they abandon the creed.
An ally, like the church, possessed of great power,
must be cherished;thoughthevery
persons who
wish to avail themselves of that power, would be the
first, if that power were in real danger, to question
its rights, and to accelerate its subversion.
the
There is one circumstance in the conduct ofTory
friends to absolute sway truly alarming to the champions of liberty. They are always inclined, on the
smallest tumult, to call'in the rni1ik-y.
They would
depreciate the civil powers, and break theconstable's
staff to introduce the bayonet. In their opinion, the
best executive powers of government are a party of
dragoons. Theyarethereforeconstantlysounding
alarms, and aggravating every petty disturbance into
a riot or rebellion.
Theyare notfor
parleying
with the- many-headed monster; they scorn lenient
measures ; and while their own persons arein perfect
to fire. What
safety, boldlycommandthemilitary
is the life or the limb of a poor man, in their opinion ?
N o t so much as the life or limb of a favourite pointer
or racehorse.They
are always eager to augment
the army. They wouldbuild barracks in every part of
the country, and be glad to see a free country overrun, like some of the enslaved nations of the continent, from east to west,from north to south,with
men armed to overawe the saucy advokates of charters, privileges, rights, and reformations.
Against principles so dangerous in public life, and
odious in private, every friend to his king and country, every lover of his fellow-creatures, every competent judge of those manners, which sweeten tb
intercourse of m a with man, will show a determined
qpesition. But how shdl he show it witheffect?
Bp ridicule. Nothing lowers the pride from w h i d
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such principles proceed, so much as general contempt
The insolence of petty despots in
private life should be laughed a t by an Aristophanes,
while it is rebuked by a C a b .

and derision.

SECTION XIV.
The despotic Spirit inclined fo avail itself of Spies, Infommr, false
Witnesses, pretended Conspiracier, and self-interested Associations
a$ectlag PatTiotism.”

fr is not unfair to infer the existence of similar principles from similarity of conduct. In that black
page of history which disgraces human nature ; I
mean the records of the Roman emperors in the
decline of Roman virtue ; we read, that spies and
informers were considered as necessary functionaries
of government ; that they became favourites at court,
and were encouraged by rewards due only to exemplary patriotism and public service. There have
been periods also in the history of England, when
spies, informers, false witnesses, and pretended
plots, weredeemed lawful and useful expedients
by the rulers of the state. In testimony of this assertion, we need only call to mind the pretended
Popish plot, with all its villainous circumstances, in
the reign of Charles the second ; a reign in many
parts of it resembling the times of the Roman Tiberius. But at whatever period spies, informers, false
witnesses, and pretended plots, are adopted by men

*
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Sub Tiberio Caeeare fuit accusandi frequenset paene publica

rabies, q u e omni chili bello gPaVih6 Cogatam civitatem confecit.
Excipiebatur ebriornrn w m o , simplicitas jocsntiurn.”

S E N ~ Cde
A Benet
Under Tiberius Csesar the rage of accusing or informing wag
so common as to hams the peaceful citizens more than a civil
war. The words of drunken men, and the ungunded joke of tlte
t+aaghhw, were hken down and handed to the emperor.”
I‘
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in power, to strengthen themselves in office, and de.
stroy virtuous opposition, there is reason to fear, in
spite of all professions of the contrary, that the tyrannic spirit of the degenerate Caesars waits but for
opportunities to display itselfin acts of Neronian
atrocity. Power is deficient; but inclination i s
equally hostile t o the mass of mankind, denominated
the People, whom some politicians scarcely condescend to acknowledge as possessed of any pditical
existence.
The employment of spies and informers is a virtual declaration of lmtilities against the people. It
argues a want of confidence in them. It a r w e s a
?
fearandjealousy of them. It argues a desireto
destroy them by ambuscade. I t is, in civil government, what stratagems are in a state of war. It tends
also to excite retaliation.
A ministry must be. sadly corrupt, and un,wortby
the confidence either of king or people, which can
so far degrade itself as to require the assistance of
the vilest of the human race.Such
are .the whole
race' of siies; sycophants, (I use the, mprd in its
proper sense,) informers, andfalsewitnesses.'
So
great is the unfortunate corruption of hunlan nature,
found to execuk the
that men havebeenalways
most infamous offices, when a government
has
thought proper to seek their c,ooperation, Extreme
poverty, united with extreme profligacy of cond.uct,
and a total destitntion of moral and religious principle, prepare men for themostnefariousdeeds
which tyrantscanmeditate.
For tyrants only, &.he
robbers and murderers of men, be such misireants
reserved. Tacitus bas called them Insfrumenfar e p i ,
the implements of government, when government
falls into hands which are skilled in the use of 110
better; iuto-the hands of Neros and Caljg&s. Hay
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the minister of a free country, who has recourse to
such tools, be himself the first to feel their destroying
edge !
Seneca, in the quotation at the head O € this section, has handed clown a circumstance, in the reign
of Tiberius, which must cause every man, who has a
just regard for the comforts of free intercourse and
conversation, to shlidder at' theprospect of being
governed by a system supported by spies and informers. H e tells us,'tLat the convivial merriment of
friends assembled over a glass, the innocent raillery
andhauter of joclllarconversation, were, through
the encourageieht given to informers by the government, made the grounds of a'serious charge of seditionandtreason.
The words of the drunken, and
the ul1guarde.d openness of the joker, were taken
hold of, by persons who mixed with the guests, in
order to recommend themselves to government, by
reporting the free language that might escape in the
hour of unreservedconfidence; when theheart is
opened by friendship, aud the tongne loosened by
wioe.
'' He who dippeth with me in the dish, the same
shall betrayme," said our Saviour. But be it remembered,thatthesamepersons
who hiredandpaid
Judas Iscariot, crucified Jesus Christ.
But what shall we say ? ,Have therebeen no Judas
. h a r i o t s in modern days ? Have our coffee-houses,
taverns, and places of public amusement, been quite
free from hired wretches, who, while they dipped in
.&e same dish with us, were seeking to hetray us, if
.pssihle, to prisons and 'to death?Did
they this
-wi&&elrs of tbemselves, or were they hired and
.rwm inauenced by Toryprinciplesor
Have not certain spies confessed, at
miem trials, that they were B i d and paid by men

e?

'
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in ofioe? Have not the same spies led to those extravagant speeches, orthose
offensive measures,
which they afterwards informed against for hire ;
hoping t o deprive the persons they betrayed either
of liberty or life? If such things have been, is it not
time to be alarmed, to guard against spies, informers, and false witnesses?And is it not right to
express, and increase, if possible, the public indignation against both then1 and their employers ?
When men high in office, of reputed abilities, and
certainly possessing extensive knowledge, patronise
such miscreants as spies and informers, they certainly corrupt the public morals, byleadingthe
people, over whom their examples must always have
great influence, to believe, that treachery, perjury,
and murder are crimes of a venialnature.They
teach men to carry the profligacy of public characters and conduct into the sequestered walks of private life. Theyteachone of the most corrupting
maxims ; for they teach, '' That when ends eagerly
desired by knaves in power are to be accomplished,
the means must be pursued, however base and dishonest" They
destroy
at once the confidential
comforts and the mostvaluablevirtues of private
life.
But state-necessity is urged in defence of that
policy which employs spiesand informers. I deny
theexistence of such necessity. There are excellent laws, andtherearemagistrates
and officers
dispersed all over the kingdom, who are bound to
take cognizance of any illegal and injurious praw
tices, and to prevent them by a timely interference.
If such magistrates and o5cers neglect their duty, it
is incumbent on those who appointed them, and who
are amply paid for their vigilance, to institute prosecutions, to punish and to remove them. The law
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know$ nothiug of spies and informers. The a d y
watchmen it recognises are magistrates,regularly
well
appointed. The whole body of a people,
governedandconsequentlycontented
with their
governors, are the natural and voluntary guardians
against seditions, treasons, and conspiracies to subvert the state, When spies and informers are called
in, it argues a distrust of the magistrates, and of
the whole body of the people. It argues an endeavour to govern ina manner unauthorized by that constitution which the employers of spies and informere
pretendto protect, by instruments so dangerous
and unjustifiable.
I have a hetter opinion of men in power, in our
times, corrupting as the possession of power is ak
lowed to be, than to believe that any of them would
hire a false witness. But let them be assured, that
a hired spy and informer will, by an easy transition,
become a false witness, even in trials where liberty
and life are at stake. I n trials of less consequence,
there is no doubt but that his conscience will stretch
with the occasion. His object is not truth or justice ;
but filthy lucre; and when he aspires at great rewar.ds, great must be hisventure.
Having once
broken down, as a treacherousspy,thefencm
of
honour and conscience, nothing but fearwill restraia
him, as a witness, from overleaping the bounds of
truth, justice, and mercy. He will rob and murder
ander the forms of law ; and add to the atrocity of
blood-guiltiness, the crime of perjury. No man is
safe, where such men are countenanced by officers
of state. They themselves may perish by his false
tongue; suffering the vengeance due to their base
encouragement of a traitor to the public, by falling
unpitied victim to his disappointed treachery. The
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pestilential breath of spies aud informersis not to be
endured in the pure healthy atmosphere
of a free
state. It bringswithitthesicklydespotism
of
oriental climes.
But how ominous to liberty, if large associations
of rich men, either possessing or expecting- places,
pensions, and titles for themselves or their relations,
should ever take upon themselves the office of spying and informing ! bytheirnumbersbravingthe
shame, 'and evading the personal responsibility, that
would fall on an individual or unconnected spy or
informer ! Such an association would be a most dana free
gerous conspiracy of sycophantsagainst
constitution.If
&e public shodd everbehold the
venaltribe
thus undermining
the
fair
fabric
of
liberty, and behold them without indignation, would
it not give reason to suspect, that the Tory and Jacobiteprinciples,
or thespirit
of despotism had
-pervaded the body of the people?
. The honest, independent, and thinking part of tbe
community will be j d l y alarmedwhentheysee
either individuals or bodies of men encouraged by
ministerial favours, in calnmniating the people, and
falsely accusing.the advocates of constitutional freedom. They will think it time to stem the torrent of
corruption, which, rolling down its foul but impetu,011stide from the hills, threatens devastation to the
-cottages in the valley. But how shall ihey stop an
privateand
k i & : : : p r m o t e d . and encouraged,for
selhsh motives, by the whole influence of grandeur
and opulence acting in combination? By bearing
,their testimony in favour of truth and justice; 'by
giving their suffrages tohonest men; by rejecting the
servile adulator of courts, and the mean sycophant
:ofministers : and by shunning as pestilences every
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description of spies and informers, whether poor or
rich, mercenary or volunteer.+ If they fail, they
will fcel .the comfort of having discharged their dutp.

SECTION XV.
The Manners of Tory Corlrtiers, and ofthose who ape them, as People
of Fushion, inconsistent with Manliness, Trulh, and Honesty; and
their Precalence injurious to afree Constitution, curd the Happiness
of Human Nature.

AMONG
a thousand anecdotes of the frivolity of the
goveruing part of a despotic country, I select the

* I subjoin a curious passage from the 14th book of Ammidnus Marcellinus, on themanner in which spies executedtheir
office, under the imperial authority of Constantius Gallus.
Excogitaturn est superhis, ut homines quidam ignoti, vilitatc
ipsa parhm cavendi, ad colligendos rumorcs per Antiochise latera
cunctadestinarentur,relaturi
qu‘le audirent. Hi peragranteret
assistendo,
prevadendoque
dissimulanter honoratorum circulis
diritum.domusegenliumhabitu,
quicquidnoscere poterant vel
audire, lntenter intromissi per posticas in regiarn, nuntiabant : id
observantes conspiratione concordi, ut fingerent quzdam, et cognit& duplicarentin pejus : laudes vero supprimerent CEsaris, quos
‘invitisquamplurirnis,formido malorum impendentinnl exprimebat .”
“Another expedient was toplace at every corner of the city
certain obscure persons, not likely to excite suspicion or caution,
because of their apparent insignificancy, who were to repeat whatever they heard. These persons, by standing near gentlemen, or
getting entrance into the houses of (he rich, in the disguise of
-poverty, reported whatever they saw 3r heard, at court heiog pri.vately admitted into the phce hy the back stairs : having concerted it between themselves to add a great deal, from their own
invention, to whatever they really saw or heard, and to make the
matter ten times worse. They agreed also to suppress the mention of those (loyal songs or toasts, or) speeches, in f m m r of the
emperor, which the dread of impending evilsqueezed out of many
against their will and better judgment.”
’
The decline of the Roman empire was distinguished by spies
d i n f o r m e r s : it is to behoped that the useof spies and informers
does not p r t e a d the decline of the British empire.
‘I

I
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following, merely as a slight specimen of the trifling
disposition of those who, a8 they pretend, claim their
elevated situations for the good of mankind.
(6 In the summer of the year 1775, the queen
of
France, being dressed in a light-brown silk, the king
good-naturedlyobserved, it was couleur de puce,
the colour of fleas; and instantly every lady in the
land was uneasy till she had dressed herself in a silk
gown of a flea colour. The rage was caught by the
men; and the dyers worked night and day, without
beingable to supplythedemandfor
flea colour.
They nicelydistinguished between an old and a
young flea, and subdivided even the shades of its
body. The belly, the back, the thigh, the head, were
all marked by varying tints. This prevailing colour
promised to be the fashion of the winter. The silkmercers found it would hurt their trade. They therefore presentedhermajesty
with patterns of new
satins ; who having chosen one, Monsieur exclaimed,
it was the colour of her majesty’s hair !
‘6 Immediately the fleas ceased to be favourites at
court, and all were eager to be dressed in the colour
of her majesty’s hair. Servants were sent off at the
moment from Fontainbleauto
Paris, to purchase
velvets, ratteens, and cloths of thiscolour.
The
current price of an ell in the morning had been forty
lines,and
it rose in the eveningtoeighty
and
ninety. The demand was so great, and the anxiety
so eager, that some of her majesty’s hair was actually
obtainedby bribery, and sent tothe Gobelins, to
Lyons, and other manufactories, that the exact&a&
might be caught and religiously preserved.)2
Such was the little, mean, adulatory spirit of the
court of France, and of the people who at that tjme
imitatedthecourt
with morethan apish mimicry.
To show how little there is of truth and honesty
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such servility, be it remembered, €bat the nation so
eager to catch the very colour of the queen's hair,
soon afterwardsmurderouslycut
off the head on
which it grew. Nothing silly, nothing overstrained,
can be lasting, because it wants a solid foundation.
Let kings he careful how they confide in court corn,
pliments and theaddresses of corruption. Mastiffs
guard their master and his house better thanspaniels.
it
While such a spirit prevails among the great,
is impossible that the happiness of man can be duly
regarded by those who claim a right to govern him.
W e r e frivolity and meanness are general, it is impossible thatthe people can be wise or happy.
Gaiety, founded on levity or affectation, is not happiness. It laughs and talks, while the heart is either
unmoved or dejected. Happiness is serious. The
noise of folly is intended to dissipate thought; but
no man would wish his thoughts to be dissipated,
who finds anything withinhim to think of with
complacency.
Princes have always something important to think
of, which, it might be supposed, would preclude the
necessit>- of trifling amusements to kill time. Yet
courts have always beenremarkablefor
frivolity.
This frivolity is not only contemptible in itself, unworthy of rational beings, especially when executing
a most momentous trust, but productiveof meannens,
weakness, and corruption. Long experience has
associated with the idea of a. courtier in despotic
courtr3, duplicity, insincerity, violation of promises,
adulation, all the base and mean qualities, rendered
still baser and meaner, by assuming, on public occasions, the varnish of hypocrisy.
gramus gives directions to a young man, in the
manna of Swift, how to conduct himself at court. I
believe Chey have never been presented to theEnglish
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reader, and therefore I shall take the libertyof translating them, not only fDr the sakeof affording amuse
ment, but that it 'may be duly considered, whether
or notpersons who form theirmannersandprinciples after such models, are likely to be the friends
of man, the assertors or the guardians of liberty :
whether the slaves of fashion, who seem to separate
themselvesfromothers,
as' if they were a chosen
tribe among the sons of men ;..as if they were made
of such clay as forms the porcelain, while others are
merely earthen ware; whether, I sa); the slaves of
fashion, 'which always apes a court in all its exbavagancies, are likely to consult the happiness of the
majority of mankind, the . middle, 1owest;'and' most
they despise, as. an inferior
usefulclasses,whom
species of beings; as the whites in the Weit Indies
formerly looked downupon thenegroes with disdain.
'' As you are now going to live at court," (says
Erasmus,) " I advise you, in the first place, never to
.repose the smallest degree of confidence in any man
there who professes himself your friend, though
he
may smile upon you, and embrace you, andlpromise
you; aye, and confirm his promise
.an
oath.
Believe no man there a sincere friend ,to you; and
do you take care to be a sinoere frimd.to no.
Nevertheless, you must pretend to love all'you
and show theutmostsuavity
of mannersattentions to every individual. These attentions cost you
not a farthing ; therefore youmay be as lavish of
them as you please. Pay your salutatioas with the
softest smiles in your countenance, shake hands with
the appearance of most ardent 'cordiality, bow and
,give way to all, stand cap in hand, Wress every
body by their titles of ~ O I I O I ¶ ~praise
,
without batads,
orid promise most liberally.

OF DESPOTISM.

23F

I would have you every morning, before you go
to the levee, practise in making up your face for the
1C

day at your Iooking-gIass at home, that it may he
ready to assume any part ir, the farce, and t h a t no
glimps&of your, real thoughts and.feelings may appear. You must study yotlr gestures carefully at
home, that in the acting of the day your countenance,
persou, and conversation may all correspond, and
assist each other in keeping up your character at the
court masquerade.
cc These are the elements of the courtier’s pbilosophp, iu learning which, 110 man can be an ’apt
scholar, unless he first of all divests himself of all
sense of shame ; and leaving his llatural face at
home, puts on a vizor, and wears it constautly too,
Tn the next place, get scent of the various cabals
and parties of the court; but be not in a hurry to
attach yourself to any of them, till you have duly
reconnoitred. When you have found out who is
the king’s favourite, 4-ou have pour cue; mind to
keep in the safe side of the vessel. If the kings
favourite be a downright fool, you must not scruple
to flatter him, so long as he is in favour with the god
of your idolatrr.
The god himself, to be sure, will require the
main efforts of your skill. As often as you happen
to be in the presence, you must exhibit a. face of apparently honest delight, as if you were transported
with the privilege of being so near the royal person.
When once you have” ,observed what h e likes and
dislikes, your business is done.”
He proceeds to advise his pupil to pursue his own
interest, regardless of all honour alid honesty, whenever thay iggg be viobted withoat detection. He
teils him, in ccrmultiq his iderest, t o pay more court
to enemies thanfriends, that he may torn their hearts,
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and bring them over to his side. I cannot, in this
place, give the whole of the letter; but the curious
reader may find it under number fifty-seven, in the
twenty-eighth book of the London edition.
Erasmusdrew from the life. Though a most
profound scholar, yet he was not merely a scholar.
He read the book of the world with as much accuracy as the volumes of his library. I have brought
forwaid this letter, hecause I find it exemplified in
the Precepts of Lord Chesterfield, and the Diary of
Lord Melcombe. It appears,underthetestimony
of their own hands, that these men actually were the
characters which Erasmus, in a vein of -irony and
sarcasm, adviseshiscourt-pupilto
become. It appears from tbem, that many of the persons,with
whom theyacted,were
similar. It follows that, if
such men were great, wise, and good men, truth,
honour, sincerity, friendship, and patriotism, are but
empty names, devised by politicians to amuse and to
delude a subject and an abject people.
But the people (I mean not a venal mob, employed
by a minister or by a faction) are not so corrupted.
They value truth, honour, sinceritv, and patriotism;
dispiay them in their
and in theirconductoften
utmost purity. Shall courtiers, then, be listened to,
when theyrepresent the people
as aswinish multitude,
or as venal wretches? Shall courtiers, such as Lord
Melcomhe, claim an exclusive right to direct human
affairs, influencing senates to make and unmake laws
at pleasure, and to cry havoc,when they please, and
let slip the dogs of war on the poor, either at home
or abroad ? Shall a whole nation be proud to mimic
a court, not only in dress, amusements, and all tbe
vanity of fashion, but insentiments, in m o d s , ia
politics, in religion, in no religion, in hypocrisy, in
cruelty ?
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Lord Melcombe and Lord Chesterfield were leading men, able men, eloquent men, considered in their
of the nation.
day as ornaments of thecourtand
But if even they exhibit both precepts and examples
of extreme selfishness, of deceit, and of a total disregard io human happiness, what may we think of
their numerous dependents,under-agents,persons
attached to them by places, pensions, ribands, titles,
expecting favours for themselves, or theirnatural
children, or their cousins ? Can we suppose these
men to retainanyregard
for thepublic?Would
they make any sacrifice to the general happiness of
human nature ? Wouldtheyassertliberty,
or
undergo trouble, loss, persecution, in defence of a
constitution ? They themselves would laugh at you,
if you should suppose it possible. They can be considered in no other light than as vermin, sucking the
blood of the people whom they despise.
Yet these, and such as these, are the men who are
indefatigable in declaiming against the people, talking of the mischiefs of popular government, and the
danger of admitting the rights of man. These, and
such as these, are the strenuous opposers of all reform in the representation. These, and such as these,
call attempts at innovations,thoughevidently
improvements, seditious. These are the alarmists, who
cry out the church or the state is indanger, in order
to persecute honest men, or to introducethe military,
The military is their delight and their fortress; and
to compass their own base ends, they will not hesitate to bathe their arms in human blood, even u p to
their very shoulders. Their whole object is to aggrandize a power, of which they pant to participate;
and from which alone, destitute as they are of merit
and goodness, they can hope for lucre and the distiactiontg of vanity.
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cc Where the ruling mischief," says the author of
the Estimate,prevails
among the great, then even
thepalliativeremediescannoteasily
be applied.
The reason is manifest : a coercive power is wanting. They who should curethe evil are thevery
delinquents; and moral and political physic no distempered mind will ever administer to itself.
('Necessity therefore, and necessity alone, must
in such a casebe the parent of reformation. So
long as degenerateandunprincipledlnaanerscan
support themselves, they will be deaf to reason,
blind to consequences, andobstinateinthe
longestablishedpursuit of p i n andpleasure.
In such
minds, the idea of a public has no place. Nor can
such minds be ever awakened from their fatal dream,
till either the voice of an abused people rouse then1
into fear, or the state itself totter, through the general incapacity, cowardice, and disunion of those who
support it.
4'
Wheneverthis
compelling power, necessity,
shall appear, then, and not till then, may we hope
thatourdeliveranceis
at hand. EKeminacy, rapacity, and faction will then be ready
to resign the
reins they would now usurp. One common danger
would create one common interest. Virtue may rise
on the ruins of corruption.
" One kind
of necessity, and which I call an internal necessity, would arise, when the voice of an
abused people should rouse the great into fear.
L b I am not ignorant, that it
hat11 been a point of
debate, whether, in politicalmatters, thegeneral
Toice of a people ought to be held worth much regard? Right sorry I am to observe, that this doubt
is the growth of later times; of times, too, whicll
boast their love of freedom; but ought, surely; to.
blush, when they look back on the generous senti,
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ments of ancient days, which days we stigmatize
with the name of slavish.
'' Thus runs the writ of summons to the parliament of the 23d of Edward the First :--The King, to
fhe venerable fatheri z Christ R. Archbishop qf Cunterbury, greeting : As fhe mostjust law, established
6y the prot:ic&mt wisdom of princes, doth appoint,
that what concerns dl, sAould be ajp-oeed by all;
so i f evidently implies, that dmyers common to all,
should be obvialed by remedies procided by all. Ut
quod omnes tangif, ccb omnibus approbctur ;-sic et
innuit evidenter, utco71Zmunibuspe~culisperremedia
provisn commum'ter obuiefur. A noble acknowledgment from an English king, which ought never,
sure, to be forgotten, or trodden under foot by English subjects.
'< There are two manifest reasons why, in a degenerated stale, and a declining period, the united
voice of a people is, in general, the surest test of
truth in all essentialmatters on which their own
welfare depends, so far as the ends of political measures are concerned.
6c First, because in such a period, and such a state,
the body of a people are naturally the least corrupt
part of such a people : for all general corruptions,
of wvhatever kind, begin among the leaders, and descend from these to the lower ranks. Take such a
state, therefore, in what period of degeneracy you
please, the higher ranks will, in the natural course
of thinqs, befarthergone
in the ruling evils than
the low-er; and therefore the: less to be relied on.
" Secondly, a still mme 'cogent reason is, that
tlle general body of the people have not such a bias
bung-upon, their judgmentby the prevalence of personal andparticularinterest,
as the great,in all
things which relate to statematters.
It is of no
VOL. v.
R
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particular andpersonalconsequenceto
the general body of a people, what men are employed, provided the general welfare be accomplished ; because
nothing but the general welfare can he an object of
desire to the general body. But it is of much particular and personal consequence to the great, what
men are employed; because, through their connections and alliances, they must generally find either
theirfriendsorenemiesin
power. Their own private interests, therefore, naturally throw
a bias on
their judgments, and destroy that, in~partialitywhich
nathe general body of all uncorrupt people doth
turally possess.
‘‘Hence, then, it appears, that the united voice o f
an uncorrupt people is, in general, the safest test of
political good. and evil.”
.:. :I’
Is it not then time to be alarmed
for the public
g o d , when great pains are taken to depreciate the
people ; when the names of jacobin, democrat, leveller, traitor, andmover of sedition, are artfully thrown,
by courtiers and their adherents, on every man who
has sense and virtue enough to maintain the cause
of liberty; that cause, which established the revolution on the ruins of despotism, and placed the present family on the throne, as the guardians of a free
constitution ? I cannot think such courtiers, however
they may fawn, for their own interest, on the person
~f the monarch, friends, in their hearts, to a limited
monarchy. If they could and dared, they would restare a Stuart. But asthat is impracticable,they
would transfuse the principles of the Stuarts into the
b s o m af a Brunswick. To exposetheir selfish
meanness, and frustrate their base design, is equally
the. duty and interest of the king and the people.
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SECTION XVI.
The Spirit of Truth, Liberty, and F’irtue, public

as well as private,

chieJly to be found in the Middle Ranks of the People.

Nemo altero nobilior, nisi cui rectius ingenium et artibus bonis
aptius. Qui imagines in atrio exponunt et nomina familiae sue.Noti magis quam nobiles sunt.-Dicenda
h z c fuerunt ad contundendarn insolentiam hominum ex fortun& pendentiurn.*
SENECA
de Benef.

THEpeople of thisland

are usually divided into
nobility, gentry, and commonalty. The nobility and
gentry seem to be estimated as officers in an army ;
the commonalty, or the whole body of the people,
as the rank and file.
There might be no original impropriety in these
appellations ; but that of commonalty has been often
used, by aristocratjcal upstarts, with insolence. The
commonalty comprise the grand mass of the nation;
form the great fabric of the political building; while
the gentry, after all, are but the carving andgilding,
or the capitals of the pillars, that add to the support
of the roof, but constitute neither the walls nor the
foundation. The commonalty, therefore, being the
main fabric, are worthy, in the eye of reason, of the
highest esteem, and the first degree of a patriot‘s
solicitude. There can be no rational end in our go-

* “ N o man is nobler born thananother,unleesheis
born
with better abilities and a moreamiabledisposition.
They who
make such a parade with their family pictures and pedigrees, ore,
properlyspeaking,rather
to be callednoted or notorioos than
noble persons. I thought it right to say thus much, in order to
repel the insolence of men who depend entirely upon chance and
~ ~ c i d e n tcircumstances
al
for distinction, and not at all on public
pervices d personal merit.”
R 2
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vernment but the happiness of the whole people,
king, lords, and commons.
The commonalty are, beyond all comparison, the
mostnumerous order:and as everyindividual of
them is entitled to comfortandsecurity
in a wellregulated nation, the whole together must demand
the greatest attention of the philosopher, the divine,
the philanthropist, of every man of sense, goodness
of heart, and liberality-. The pomp and parade, the
superfluous lnxury, the vain distinctions of the few,
sink to nothing, compared, in the mind of reasonable
and humane men, with the happiness of the million.
It is certainly true, that the w-eatest instances of
9
virtue and excellence of every kind have originated
in the middle order. ‘‘ Give me neitl~erpoverty nor
riches,” was a prayerfounded on a knowledge of
human nature, and fully justified by experience. The
middle station affords-the best opportunities for improvement of mind, is the least exposed to temptation, and the most capable of happiness and virtue.
This opinion has long been received and aclmon-ledged. I could cite, from the sermons of our best
divines on Agufs Prayer, many passages inconfirmation of it. I dwell upon it now, for no other
reason, but because it has lately been the fashion,
among those who are alarmed for their privileges by
the French revolution, to run down the people, alld
to cry up that silly spirit of chivalry which established
the systems of false honour, claiming rank and respect from society, without rendering it any service,
without possessing any just claim
to esteem; much
less to public honour, exclusive privileges, and titular distinction. The terms sans culottes, canaille,
bourgeoise, scum of the earth, venal wretches, and
the never to be forgotten swinish multitude, have
been reserved for the people, especially thoseamong
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them who havehadsense
andspirit enough personally to oppose the progress of despotic principles
and practices.Every
thingthat malice, urgedby
thefear of losingtheribands,
the titles, andthe
solid pence, which a corrupt and corrupting minister
can bestow, has been thrown out, in newspapers
hired by the people’smoney, forthepurpose
of
vilifying the people.
It is time, therefore, that the people should vindicate their honour. What are the,se insolent courtiers,
what these placemen and pensioners, who live on
the public bounty, that they should thus insult those
whose bread they eat ? For the most part, they are
persons who, if they were stripped of the false splendour of great mansions, numerous retinues, painted
carriages, would appear amongthemeanest
and
most despicablemembers of society. They indeed
are to be pitied and borne with, while they abstain
from insulting the people ; but when their silly pride
presumes to trample on t11e mass of the community,
they become deserving of contempt as well as commiseration.
These are the persons whom a patriotic lord describes ‘‘ as giving themselves up to the pursuit of
honours and dignities, as loving the splendour of a
court, and attaching themselves to the cause of monarchy, (not from any conviction that monarchy is
the most favourable to human happiness, not even
from personal attachment to the monarch,) but because they see in the increased powerof the monarch
the source of additional weight and splendour to
those (that is themselves) who surround the throne,
and an increase of value to thefavours which the
sovereign call confer; such as stars,‘ garters, ribands,
and titles.”
But is a passion, childish from its vanity, and

246

THE SPIRIT

diabolical in its unfeeling greediness, tohe borne with
any longer, when, not content with engrossing the
profits of office and the pageantry of state, it dares
to speak of the middle and lower classes, as beings
scarcelydeserving notice, as mere nuisances when
not employed in the servileoffice of' administering to
aristocratic pride.
Virtue is nobility. Personal merit, useful, generous, benevolent
exertion,
the
only honourable
distinction. The trappings which everytailor can
make to clothe a poor puny mortal, add no real dignity. In ages of ignorance, they might strike with
awe. Those ages are no more. Nor will they ever
return, notwithstanding the efforts of petty despots,
(fearing the loss of thosedistinctions which they
know they never earned,) to keep the people
in the
grossest ignorance.
God Almighty, who gives his sun to shine with as
much warmth and radiance on the cottage as on the
palace, has dispensed the glorious
privilege of genius
and virtue to the poor andmiddle classes, with a
bountyperhaps seldom experienced i n any of the
proud pretenders to hereditary or official grandeur.
Let us call to mind a few among the worthies who
have adorned the ages that have elapsed : Socrates;
was he noble in the sense of a king at arms ? Would
he have condescended to be bedizened withribands,
and stars, and garters? Cicero ; was he not a novus
homo? a man unconnected with patricians, and deriving his glory from the purest fountain of honour,
his own geniusand
virtue? Demostheneswould
have scorned to owe his estimation to a pedigree.
Who were the great reformers, to whom we of
England and all Europe are indebted for emancipation from the chains of superstition? Erasmus and
J.,uther ; Erasmus, as the monks of his day objected
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to him, laid the egg, and Luther hatched it. But was
it Archbishop Erasmus?LordLuther,
Marquis
Luther, Sir Martin Luther? Did they, either of them,
seek the favour of courts? Were they not among
the swinish multitude ?
Thomas Paine contributed much, by his cc Common Sense,” to the happy revolution in America.
I neednot observe, that he had nothing of the lustreof
courts or nobility to recommend him. The virulent
malice of cowtieis andvenal scribblers hasblackened
him as they once blackened Luther, when they asserted of him, that he was actually a devil incarnate,
disguised in the shape of a monk with a cowl. I do
not advert to any of his subsequel~tpolitical publications. I only say, if they are so contemptible as
they are said by courtiers and aristocrats to be, why
not undertake the easy task of refuting him ? Bloody
wars and prosecutions are no refutation.
“ W h o is this Luther?” (said Margaret, governess
of theNetherlands.) The courtiers around her replied, ‘‘ He is an illiterate n~onk.” “ Is he so ? ’*
(said she) I am glad tohearit.
Then do you,
gentlemen, who are not illiterate, who are both
learned and numerous, do you, I charge you, write
against this illiterate monk. That is all you have to
do. The business is easy ; for the world will surely
pay more regard to a great many scholars, and great
men, as you are, than to one poor illiterate monk.”
Many did write against him, and poured forth the
virulence of a malice unchecked by truth, and encouraged by crowned heads. But Luther prevailed,
and we Englishmen have reason to celebrate the victory of truth and virtue over corrupt influence and
cruel persecution.
The greatest scholars, poets, orators, philosophers,
warriors, statesmen, inventors and improvers of the
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of thepeople.
If we
hadwaitedtillcourtiershadinvented
the. art of
printing, clock-making., navigation,and a thousand
others, we should probably have continued in darkness to this hour. Theyhadsomethingelse
to
do, than to add to the comforts and conveniencies
of ordinary life. They had to worship an idol, with
tlleincense of flattery, who was often much more
stupid than themselves, and who sometimes had no
more care or knowledge of the people under him, or
their wants, than he llad of arts or literature.
The education of the middle classes is infinitely
better 'than the education of those who are called
great people. Their
time is lessconsumed by that
vanity and dissipatiou which enfeebles the mind,
while it precludesopportunity for readingandreflection. Theyusually have a regard to character,
which contributes much to the preservation of virtue.
Their honour and integritv are valued by
them, as
pearls of greatprice.Thesearetheirstars,
and
thesetheircoronets.
They areforthemost'part
attachedtotheirreligion.Theyaretemperate,
frugal, and industrious. In one particular, and that
one adds a valueaboveallthatcourtscangive,
they greatly excel the great,
and that particular is
sincerity.Theyare
in earnest in their words and
deeds. They have little occasion for simulation and
dissimulation.Courtiersaretoooftenvarnished,
factitious persons,whom God and nature never made;
while the people preserve the image
uneffaced, which
the Supreme Being impressedwhen he created man.
arts, arose from thelowest
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SECTION XVII.
On debauching the Minds of the rising Generation and a whole People,
by giving them Military Notions in n frEe and commercial Country.

INproportion as great men refuse to submit toreason,
they are inclined to govern by violence. They who
have the sword in their hands, are unwilling to wait
for the slow operation of argument. The sword cuts
away all opposition. No troublesome contradiction,
no unwelcome truth, will impede the progress of him
who uses the ratio ultima regum, and mows down
all obstacles with the scythed car.
Hence the abettorsof high prerogative, of absolute
monarchy, and aristocratical pride, always delight in
war. Not satisfied with attackingforeign nations,
and keeping up a standing army even in time of
peace, they wish, after they have once corrupted the
mass of the people by universal influence, to render
a whole nation military. The aggregate of military
force, however great, being under their entire direction, they feel their power infinitely augmented, and
bid defiance to the unarmedphilosopher and politician, who brings into thefield truth without a spear,
and argument unbacked with artillery.
But such a system tends to gothicize a nation, to
extinguish the light of learning and philosophy, and
once more to raise thick fogs from the putrid pools
of ignorance and superstition, the bane of all happiness, but the very element of despotism.
The diffusion of a military taste amoug all ranks,
even the lowest of the people, tends to a general
corruption of morals, by teaching habits of idleness,
or trifling activity, and the vanity of gaudy dress and
empty parade.
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The strict discipline which is found necessary to
render an army a machine in the hands of its directors,requiring,
undertheseverest
penalties, the
most implicit submission to absolute command, has
a direct tendency to familiarize the mind to civil
despotism. Men, rational,thinking
animals, equal
to their commanders by nature, and often superior,
are bound to obey the impulse of a constituted authority, and to perform their functionsas mechanically
as thetrigger which they pull todischargetheir
muskets. They cannot indeed help having a will of
their own; but they must suppress it, or die. They
must consider their official superiors as superiors in
wisdom and in virtue, even though they know them
to be weak and vicious. They must see, if they see
at all, with the eyes of others : their duty is not to
have an opinion of their own, but to follow blindly
the behest of himwho has had interest enough to
obtain the appointment of a leader. They become
living automatons, and self-acting tools of despotism.
While a few only are in this condition, the danger
may not be great toconstitutional liberty; but when
a majority of thepeopleare
made soldiers, it is
evident that the same obsequiousness will become
habitual to the majority of the people. Their minds
will be broken down to the yoke, the energy of independence weakened, the manly spirittamed; like
animals, that once ranged in the forest, delighting
in their liberty, and fearless of man, caught insnares,
upon their
confined in cages, and taught to stand
hind legs, and play tricks for the entertainment of
the idle. They obey the word of command given by
the keeper of the menagerie, because they have been
taught obedience by hunger, by the lash of the whip,
by everymode of disciplineconsistentwiththeir
lives, which are saleable property. But they are
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degenerate, contemptible animals. Compare a bird
or a beast, thus broken down, with one of the same
species flying in clear expanse of air, or roaming in
the forest. Their very looks speaktheirdegradation. The discipline of Mr. Astley causes the fiery
steed to bendhis knees in apparent supplication.
But how are the mighty fallen! when the animal has
broken from his obedience to nature, to fall down
prostrate before Mr. Astley !
Suppose a whole nation, thus tamed, and taught
submission tothe command of one of theirown
species. Be it remembered, the horse, in learning
unnatural tricks, submits t,o one of another species,
who isnaturslly his superior. But suppose a whole
nation, or at least the mass of the common people,
thus broken in by a skilful rider. Will they not lose
all energy? Will they dare, I do not say to speak,
but to think of liberty? No ; they will sink to the
rank of German mercenaries let out for hire, claiming
no rights, enjoying no privileges above the swine ; a
state of degradation at which the spirit of man, unspoiled by despotic government, revolts ; and rather
than fall into which, every true Englishman, from the
palace to the hovel of the itineraut beggar, will be
ready to exclaim, in the language of the Scriptures,
‘‘ W h y died I not from the womb?”
Is it not time, then, for the virtuous guardians of
Heaven’s best gift, liberty, to be alarmed, when they
see o propensity in ministers, who have gained enormous power and corrupt influence, to render a whole
people military?Thegold
chain of corruption is.
thus let down and ramified, in a million of directions,
among those who never thought of courts or courtiers ; but enjoying a noble independence, the independence of honest industry, chaunted their carolsat
the plough and the loom, glorying in the name of
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Englishmen, because England is free ; and delighting
in peace, because peace is the parent of plenty.
But, under the auspices of such a ministry, many
an emulous esquire, hoping to be distinguished and
rewarded, in some mode or other, by court favours,
fond of the dress and name o i a captain, and the privilege of commanding with absolute sway, bribes
volunteers from hehind the counter and the plough.
He clothes them in the finest frippery that hisown or
his lady’s imagination can invent. H e himself parades
at their head ; a very pretty sighton a summer’s day.
And now he is distinguished as a soldier, who before
only figured as a hunter of hares or foxes, and ;I
prosecutor of poachers. Ambition, as well as vanity,
begins to fire his soul. The raising of so many men
in his neighbourhood must please the minister; especially if the esquire uses the influence he gains over
the vicinity, in a proper manner, at a general election.
If the esquire wants not
money, he may want honour.
Then let the minister make him a baronet. If he has
no sons of his own in the army, navy, law, or church,
he may have nephews or cousins. If not these, he
musthave nominal friends, to direct on whom the
favours of ministers, though it proceed not from
benevolence, mustflatter pride, ,andadd to rural
consequence.
The whole of the nditary system is much indebted
for its support t o that prevailing passion of human
nature, pride. Politicians know it, and flatter pride
even in the lowest of the people. Hence recruitingofficers invite gentlemen only, who are above servile
labour. ‘‘ The vanity of the poor men’’ (says a sagacious author) “ is to be worked uponat the cheapest
rate possible. Things we are accustomed to we do
not mind, or else what mortal, that ‘never had seen
a soldier, could look, without laughing, upon a maq
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accoutred with so much paltry gaudiness and affected
finery? The coarsest manufacture that can be made
of wool, dyed of a brick-duet colour, goes down
withhim, because itis in imitation of scarlet or
crimson cloth ; and to make him think himself as like
his officer as it is possible, with little or no cost,
instead of silver or gold lace, his hat is trimmed with
whiteor yellow worsted, which in others would
deserve bedlam; yet these fine allurements, and the
noise made upon a calf-skin, have drawn in and been
the destruction of more men in reality, than all the
killing eves and bewitching voices of women ever
slew in jest. To day the swineherd puts on his red
coat, and believes every body in earnest that calls
him gentleman ; and two days after, Serjeant Kite
gives him a swinging rap with his cane, for holding
his musket an inch higher than he should
do . . .
When a man reflects on all this, and the usage they
generally receive-theirpay-and
the care that is
taken of them when they are not wanted, must he not
wonder how wretches can be so silly as to be proud
o f beingcalledgentlemen
soldiers?Yet
if they
were not so called, no art, discipline, or money,
would be capable of making them so brave as thousands of them are."
W h e n all the base arts which custom is said to
have rendered necessary are practised only to raise
andsupport a regular army, perhapsthey might,
however reluctantly, be connived at by the watchful
friend of freedom. But when the major part of the
labouring poor, and all the yeomanry, are made gentlemen soldiers, merely to support a minister, it is
time for every virtuous and independent mind to
express, as well as feel, alarm.
It appears, from the above-citedpassage of an
author who had anatomized human nature, to find
.
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out its most latent energies, that the spirit of pride
is rendered, by artful statesmen, the chief means of
supplying an army. But the spirit of pride is in fact
the spirit of despotism;especiallywhen
it is that
sort of pride which plumes itself
on command, on
external decoration, and the idle vanity of military
parade.
When this pridetakesplace
universally in a
nation, there will remain little industry, and less independence. The grand object will be to rise above
our neighhours in show and authority.
All will bow
to the man in power,in thehope of distinction.
Men will no longer rely on their own laborious exertions;butthepoor
man will court, by the most
obsequious submission, the favour of tbeesquire;
the esquire cringe to the next lord, especially if he
be a lord-lieutenant of the county; and the lord-lieutenant of the county, will fall prostrate before the
first lord of the treasury; and the first lord of the
treasury will idolize prerogative. Thus themilitary
rage will trample on liberty ; and despotism triumphant march through the land, with drums beating
and colours flying.

SECTION XVIII.
&&y,

Effeminacy, Ignorance, and Want of Principle in prirate
inimical to a l l public Firtue, and farourable to the Spirit of

Lye,
Des-

potism.
'6

THEconstitution of the British government" (gays

Bolingbroke) " supposes our kings may abuse their
power, and our representatives betray their trust,
and provides against both these contingencies. Here
let us observe, that the same constitution is very far

fromsupposingthepeople
will ever betray themselves ; and yet this case is possible.
A wise and brave peoplewill neither becozened
nor bullied out of their liberty; but a wise and brave
people may cease to be such ; they may degenerate;
they may sink into sloth and luxury ; they may resign
themselvesto a treacherousconduct;orabetthe
enemies of the constitution, under a notion of supporting the friends of government; they may want
the sense to discern their danger in time, or the courage to resist when it stares them in the face.
" The Tarquinswere expelled, and Rome resumed
her liberty; C m a r was murdered, and all his race
extinct ; but Rome remained in bondawe. Whence
P
this difference? In the days of Tarquln, the people
of Rome were not yet corrupted; in thedays of
Casar, they were most corrupt.
" A free people may be sometimes betrayed ; but
no people will betray themselves, and sacrifice their
liberty, unless they fall into a state of universal corruption.
'' As allgovernmentbegan, so all government
must end by the people; tyrannical government, by
their virtue and courage
; and even free governments,
by their vice and baseness. Our constitution indeed
makes it impossible to destroy liberty by any sudden
blast of popular fury, or by the treachervof the few;
but if the many will concur with the iew ; if they
will advisedly and deliberately suffer their liberty to
be taken away by those on whom they delegatepower
to preserveit, this no constitution can prevent. God
would not support even his own theocracy against
the concurrent desire of the children of Israel; but
gave them a king in his anger.
'' How then should our human constitution of governraent support itself against so universal a change,
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as we here suppose, in the temper and character of
the people. It cannotbe. W e may giveourselves
a tyrant, if we please. But this can never happen,
till the whole nation fdls into a state of political
reprobation.
Then,
and
not
till
then, political
damnation will be our lot."
So far a political writer, who strenuously supports
thecause of liherty, and who has been, for that
reason,latelydepreciated.
The words just now
cited are tvortlly the serious consideration of every
man mho wishes to leave the inheritance of liberty,
which he received from his forefathers, unimpaired
to his posterity. We are jealous of charters,privileges, and laws, but not sufficiently aware of the
danger which liberty incurs from degeneracy of manmrs. Butwhatavail laws preventingconstructive
treason, and bills of rights ascertaining our liberties,
without virtuous dispositions in the people?
A charter, as an advocate at the English bar expressed it, is but a piece of parchment with a bit of
wax dangling t o it, if men have lost that energy of
mind which is necessary to preserve the rightsit was
intended to confer or secure. The trial by jury, the
bulwark of liberty, as we have lately experienced it
in very remarkable instances, will be but a tottering
wall, when oaths have lost their sanctity, and when
truth and justice are considered only as phantoms.
W h a t will avail a constitution, w!len everyone is
immersed in privateconcerns, private pleasures, and
private interest,acknowledging no public care, 110
general concern, nothingout of the sphereof domestic
or personal affairs, worthy of anxious regard ?
I lately heard a sensible man affirm, in a tone of
apparent despondency, that in England there was, at
the time he spoke, no public. I thought the expression strong, and paused to consider it, I hope it
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was the ebullition of suddenvexation at circumstances, which, when it mas spoken, seemed to argue
a general insensibility in the people to the blessings
of a free country. It was uttered at a time when a
zeal, real or pretended, for the ministers of government, seemedtotally to overlook, in its mistaken
ardour, the public welfare.
‘‘ There is no public,” said the sagacious observer.
I understoodhim to mean, that from an ambitious attachment to party, in some of the higher ranks; to
self-interest, in some of tlle lower ; to general dissipation, in all ; the number of independent, liberally
minded, and well-informed men, who zealously wished
andsoughtthe
public good and the happiness of
Inan, was too il~considerable to effe,ctany great and
importantpurpose.Publicvirtue
must arise from
private. Great pretensions to it may be made by the
profligate, but they will be found to originate in selfishness, in rancour, in envy, or some corrupt principteinconsistent
with a virtuouscharacterand
benevolent conduct.
If there be such a defection from privateand
public virtue, what is to preserve a regard for the
constitution, whenever ministerial influence shall so
far prevail as to render it thepersonal interest of
great majorities of powerful, because rich,men, to
neglect it, or even to connive at infringements upon
it ? If the people fall into universal corruption, the
words liberty and constitution will be considered by
them as fit only to adorn a sc,hool-boy’sdeclamation.
In such a state there will be no more security for the
tenant of a throne than of a cottage. A junto, that
has no regard for either, and is solely actuated by
the love of power, its distinctions and emoluments,
may, by distributing distinctions and emoluments on
many, and by raising the hopes and expectations of
VOL.

v.
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more, make the mass of the people themselves (tLus
corrupted at the very fountain-head) become the instruments of annihilating the best partof the constitution. A limited monarch, whose throne is founded
on the basis of a people's affection, and a judicious
preference both of his person and form of government,will be as reasonably anxious as any among
the people can be, to guard against the prevalence
of such corruption, and the success of such corruptors. It is thecause
of courts, if theymean to
consult their stability, as much as it is of popular
conventions, to preserve public virtue, and prevent
the people from losing all sensibility to the value of
a free constitution, the liberty of t'he present age,
and of ages to come.
I firmly maintain, that the prevention of this popular degeneracy is to be effected, not by political
artifices, not. by prosecutions, not by sycophantic
associations of placemen, pensioners, and expectants
of titles and emoluments, but by reforming the manners of the people.Principles of religion, honour,
and publicspirit must he cherished. Theclergy
must be independent, andthe pulpit free. Books
written without party views, intending to promoteno
interests but those of truth and- philanthropy, must
not only not be checked hJfcrown lawyers, but industriously disseminated among the people. Religion
must be considered by the great, not merely as a
state engine, but as what it is, the source of comfort
and
the
guide
of conscience. Its professional
teachers must be advanced fromconsiderations of
real merit and services,andnot
from borough
interest, and the prostitution of the pulpit to the unchristian purposes of ministerial despotism.
No writings of sceptical or infidel philosophers do
80 much harm to Christian faith and practice, to reli-
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gion and morality, as the using of church revenues
and church instruction as instruments of court corruption. The very means appointed by God and the
laws, for checking the depravity of the people, contribute to it, when they appear to be considered by
the great as little moie than artifices of politicians,
designed to keep the vulgar (as they are o€ten unjustly called) in subjection to wicked upstarts, possessed of temporary and official power, by intrigue
and uuconstitutional influeuce.
It is certainlyin the power of a well regulated
government, by rendering the church effective, and
by good examples and sincere attachmentto virtuous
men andvirtuous principles, to correctthe levity,
effeminacy, andwant of principle in private life,
which leads to the loss of liberty. The church will
be effective, as soon as the people are convinced that
all preferments in it are bestowed on those who have
preached the gospel fiaithfully; and not on timeservers, and the friends and relations of parasites,
who have no other view in seeking seats in the
senate,
but toserve a minister for their own advantage.
Till the people are convillced that an administration
is sincere in religion, they will be too apt to consider
not only religion, but common honesty, as an empty
name.
The religious principle being thusdestroyedby
the greedy aspirants to worldly grandeur, no wonder
the people lapse into that dissolute conduct, which
seeks nothing seriously but selfish pleasure and private profit. Levity of manners both proceeds from,
and produces, defect of moral principle. Effeminacy,
the natural consequence of vice and luxury caused
by defect of moral principle, precludescourage,
spirit, and all manly, virtuousexertiou.Ignorance
must follow; for to obtain knowledge requires a
s 2
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degree of labourandlaudableapplication,which
those who are sunk in indolence and sensuality will
never bestow. W h e n ignorance is become general,
and vice reigns triumphant, what remains to oppose
thegiantDespotism, who, like a Colossus, strides
of oriental
over the pigmy and insignificant slaves
climes, from trampling onmen in countries once free?
Farewell, then, all thattrulyennobles
hunlan
nature. Pride, pomp, and cruelty domineer without
control. The very name of libertv becomes odious ;
and man, degenerated,contents himself with the
licence to eat, drink, sleep, and die at the will of an
ignorant, base, libidinous superior. The sword rules
absolutely.Reason,
law, philosophy, learning, repose in the tomb with departed liberiy. The sun of
the moral worldisextinguished;andtheearth
is
overshadowed with darkness and with death. Better
had it been for a man not to have been horn, than
bornin a countryrendered by thewickedness of
government, corrupting and enslaving
a whole people,
a hell anticipated.

SECTION XIX.
.

of.

Certain Passages i n D r . Brown's " Estimate" which deserve the
serious Consideration of all who-zooulrl oppose the Subversion
free Constitutio?lby cOrTuppliO?1 of lvanners and Princip,Ees, and bgr
undue Injuence.

FEWbooks have been more popular than Brown's
Estimate of the Manners and Principles
of the Times.
H e wrote with sincerity and ability; but his unfortunate end, occasioned by mental disease, had a very
unfavourable influence on the circulation of b k book,
and his posthumo11s fame. Nothing can,however,
be moreunreasonable,thentodepreciate
a book,
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allowed by all, at its first appearance, to contain indisputable and jnlportant truth, because of the misfortune, or even misconduct of its author, subsequent
to its publication, I confidently recommend
the
following passages to the considerationof every true
lover of thatfreeconstitution
which rendersour
country conspicuously happy and honourable among
the nations which surround it.
" The restraints laid on the royal prerogative
at
the revolution, andthe accession of libertythus
gained by the people, produced two e,ffects with respect to parliaments. One was, that instead of being
asoccasionally, they werethenceforwardannually
sembled; the other was, that whereas on any trifling
offence given they had usually been intimidated or
dissolved, they now found themselvespossessed of
new dignity and power; their consentbeing necessary
for raising annual supplies.
'<
No body of men, except in thesimplest and
most virtuous times, ever found themselves possessed of power, but many of tl~emwould attempt to
the
turn it to their own privateadvantage.Thus
parliament, finding themselves of weight, and finding,
at the same time, that the disposal of all lucrative
employments was vested in thecrown, soon bethought
tbemselves, that in exchange for their concurrence in
granting supplies, andforwardingthe measures of
government, it was but equitablethatthecrown
should concur in vesting them or their dependents
with the lucrative employments of state.
'' If this was done, the wheels of government ran
smooth and quiet; but if any large body of claimants
was dispossessed, the public uproar began,and public
measures were obstructed or overturned.
" William the Third found this to be the natural
turn, and set himself, like a politician, to oppose i t ;
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he therefore silenced all he could by places and pensions, and hence the origin of making of parliaments.”
This making of parliaments, I contend, is j h d i
nostri calnmitas, the origin of all our present political evil; it defeated the good purposes of the revolution, and tended to introduce the despotism of the
Stuarts, under the mask of liberty. It arose from
the corruption of the people; and has gone on augmenting it to this very day.
cc Vanity, luxury, and effeminacy,” proceeds Dr.
Brown,increasedbeyond
all belief withinthese
thirty years ; as they atre of a selfish, so are they of
a cravingand unsatisfied natnre. The presentage
of pleasure and unmanly dissipation hath created a
train of new necessities, which in their demands outstrip every supply.
6c And if the great principles of religion, honour,
and public spirit are weak or lost among us, what
effectual check can there he upon the great, to controultheir
unwarrantecl pursuit of lucrative ernployments, for the gratifications of these unmanly
passions ?
cc In a nation so circumstanced, it is natural to
imagine that next to gaming and riot, the chief attention of the great world must be turned on the
business of election jobbing, of securing counties,
controlling, bribing, or buying boroughs; in a word,
on the possession of a p e a t parliamentary interest.
‘‘ But whatanaggravation of this evil would
arise, should ever those of the highest rank, though
prohibited by act of parliament,insult the laws,
by interfering in elections, by soliciting votes, or
procuring others to solicit them, by influencing electionsinan
avowed defiance of theircountry, and
even selling vacant seats in parliament to the best

bidder.”
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Would not this be treason against theconstitution?
more dangerous and heinous political crime than
any that have been prosecuted by attornies-general?
Does not this directly destroy the democratical part
of the system, and establish a power independent
both of the monarch and the people ? Are not both,
therefore, interested in putting a stop to such gross
violations of law aud equity?
'c What," continues Dr. Brown, '' can we suppose
would be therealdrift
of this illegitimate waste
(among the great) of time, honours, wealth, and
labour? Might not the very reason publicly assigned
for it be this : ' That they may strengthen themselves
and families, and thus gain a lasting interest (as they
call it) for their dependents, sons, and posterity?'
Now what would this imply but a supposed right or
privilege of demandinglucrative employs, asthe
chief object of their views ? " W e see then how the
political system of self-interest is at length completed.
Thus faction is established, not on ambition, but
on avarice : on avarice and rapacity, for the ends of
dissipation.
' 6 The great contention among those of family and
fortune will be in the affair of election interest: next
t o effeminate pleasure andgaming;
this (for the
same eud as gaming) will of course be the capital
pursuit; this interest will naturally be regarded as a
kind of family fund, for the provision of the younger
branches.
6~ In a nation so circumstanced,many
high and
important posts, in every public and important profession, must of course be filled by men, who instead
of ability and virtue, plead this interest (in elections)
for their best title.
6c Thus, in a time when science, capacity, courage,
honour, religion, public spirit are rare, the remaining
EL
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few who possess these virtues will often be shut out
from these stations, which they would fill with houour; while every public and important employ will
abound with men, whose manuers and principles are
of the newest fashion.
‘‘ Is uot the parliamentaryinterest
of every
powerful family continually rung in the ears of its
branchesanddependents?’Anddoesnotthisinevitably tend to relax and weaken the application of
the young- men of quality and fortune, and render
every man,who has reliance on this principle, less
qualified for those very stations, which by this very
principlehe obtains. For why shouldayouth
of
fanlily or fashion, (thus he argues with himself,) why
should he submitto the drudgerv of schools, colleges, academies, voyages, campaigns, fatigues, and
dangers, when he can rise to the highest stations by
the smooth and easy path of parliamentary interest?
‘‘ Where effeminacy and selfish vanitvformthe
ruling character o f a people, then those of high rank
will be of all others the most vain, most selfish, most
incapable, nlost effeminate.
‘c Such are the effects of the prevailing principle
of self-interest in high life. But if me take into the
account all that despicable train of political managers, agents, and borough-jobbers, which hang like
leeches upon the great, nor ever quit their hold
till
they are full gorged, we shall then see this reigning
evil in its last perfection. Forhere, to incapacity and
demerit, is generallyadded insolence. Every low
fellow of thiskindlooksuponthe
man of genius,
capacity, and virtue, as his naturalenemy. He regards him with an evil eye ; and hence undermines
or defames him; as one who thwarts his views, questions his title, and endangers his expectations.”
In another place,the same authorvery plaidy
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deduces the corruptionof the youth of the nation, the
young nobility and gentry in particular, from parliamentary corruption.
" Notwithstandingthe
privilege vested in the
commons of commanding the purses of their constituents, it is not difficult to point out a situation
' where this privilege would be nothing but a name.
And as in the last century the regal and democratic
branches by turns bore down the constitution, so, in
such a situation as is here supposed, the real danger,
though hidden, would lurk in the aristocratic branch,
which would be secretlybearing down the power
both of the king and people.
' I The u~atter may be explained in
a small compass. Cannot we put a case,inwhich
the parliamentary interest of the great nobility might swallow
upthehouse
of commons?Members
might be
elected, indeed;and e,lected in form too. But hy
whom mighttheybe
really elected? By the free
voice of the people? No impartial man would say
it. I t wereeasy to suppose thirty orforty men,
who, if wanted, might go nigh to command a majority in the lower house. The members of that
house nlight seem to be the representatives of the
people; but would be, in truth, a great part of them,
no more than the commissioned deputies of their respective chiefs, whose sentiments they would give,
and whose interests they would pursue.
cc Thus, while power would, inappearance,
be
centering in the lower house, it would in reality be
lurking in the higher.
'6 This state of things might not perhaps result
from any design in thearistocratic branch to destroy
the constitution. They might have no farther views
than those of gain, vanity, or pleasure. Notwithstanding this? their conduct might have those effects
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which their intentions never aspired to. Let us consider the most probable effects.
cc The first fatal
effect which offers itself to observation is, that the consciousness of such an increasing and exorbitantpower,
which thelords
might acquireinthehouse
of commons, would
destroy all honest ambition in the younger gentry.
They would know, that the utmost point they could
hopetoarrive
at wouldonly betobecomethe
deputy of some great lord in a county or borough.
All the intentions of such a post can be answeredby
ignoranceandservilitybetter
thanbygenius
and
public spirit. People of the latter stamp, therefore,
the task; and
would not naturally be appointed to
this, once known, would check the growth of genius
and publicspiritthroughoutthe
nation. The few
men of ability and spirit that might be left, seeing
this to be the case,wouldnaturally
betake themselvestosuchprivateamusementsas
a freemind
can honestlyenjoy.Allhope,
andtherefore,
by
degrees, all desire of serving their country,would
be extinguished.
cL Thus
honestambitionwouldnaturallyand
generallybe quenched. But evenwhereambition
continued, it. would beperverted.
Not useful, but
servile talents would be applauded; and the ruling
pride would be, not that of freemen, but of slaves.”
The above remarks were made long before American independence was established, the French revolution thought of, or the discussions on the subject
of parliamentary
reform
became
general.
The
author wrote the pure result of impartialobservation; and what he wrote deserves the serious attention of allhonest men, all good members of the
community. I will make no comments upon it, but
leave it to operate on the mind with its own force.
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.On several Subjects sugFested by Lord Melcombe's Diary; particularly
the Practice of bartering the Cure of Souls for the Cwruptwn cf
'

Parliament.

ITis very desirable that country gentlemen, who are
often inclined to show a blind attachment to ministers,
as if loyalty were due to the servants of a court as
well as to the master, would peruse, with attention,
the Diary of Lord Melcombe. There they are admitted behind the curtain, and even under the stage,
to see the machinery. There they behold filthy workmen, dirty wheels within wheels, every thing offensive to the eye, and all busy for hire t o produce a
specious outside show on the stage, for the amusement of the spectators, while the showmen pocket
the pence. It would have been worth the while of
courtiers to have paid the price
of a campaign in
Flanders, and the subsidy of a German prince, to
have suppressed
the
publication of Lord Melcombe's Diary. The
secrets
of the ministerial
conclave are there laid open; andthe effect is no
less disgustful thanthat which strikesthesenses
on the
opening
of a common sewer. Nothing
butthe
most selfish
covetousness,
theweakest
vanity, the meanest, dirtiest, most villanous of the
passions! No regard for the happiness of the nation, much less for the happiness of mankind; one
generalstruggle, by artifice and intrigue, not by
honourable and useful exertions, for power,profit,
and titles! It might be supposed, that the parties
concerued were banditti, contending in a cave about
the division of plunder. How are the wordsLord
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and Duke disgraced and prostituted, when prefixed
t o miscreants warmly engaged in such transactions!
Such men aretruly levellers, theenemies of the
peerage, the involuntary promoters of‘ equality! I n
a greedy rapaciousness for themselves, they forget
not only the good of their country and mankind, but
the interest of their own privileged order.
When little and base
minds, likethe heroes of
3ubb Doddington’sDiary,be
a rule, every thing,
even religion itself, becomes an instrument of corruption. It is well understood by every body, that
churchpreferments,evenwithcure
of souls, have
long been used to secure the interest of courts in
venal boroughs; but the following passage contains
a curious proof of it, under the hand of Lord Melcombe, and under the authority
of thethenprime
minister, the Duke of Newcastle.
“ Decemberthellth,
1753,” (says Lord Melcombe,) “ I saw the Duke of Newcastlk. I told him,
that in theelectionmatters
(of Bridgwaterand
Weymouth) those who would take money I would
pay, and not bring him a bill; those that would not
take, he mustpay;and
I recommended my two
parsons of Bridgwater and Weymouth, Burroughs
and Franklin:-he entered into it very
cordially, and
assured me they should have the first crown livings
that should be vacant in those parts, if we would
look out and send him the first intelligence.-I said,
I must think, that so much offered, and so little
asked, in such hands as theirs, and at a time when
boroughs were particularly marketable, couldriot fail
of removing, at least, resentments, and of obtaining
pardon.. . .His Grace was very hearty and cordial.
‘‘ 29th. W e n t to theDuke o f Newcastle,and
got the living of Broadworthy for Mr. Burroughs.
“March 21st. Went to the Dukeof Newcastle-
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told him I was come to assure him of my most dutiful affection and sincere attachment to him, having
no engagements to make me look to the right or the
left.. . . I engaged to choose two members for Weymouth, which he desired might be a son of the Duke
of Devonshire, and Mr. Ellis of the Admiralty. I
supposed he wouldconfirm
that nomination-but
that was nothing to me.+ He might name whorn he
pleased.-Mr. Pelham told me the King asked him if
I seriously designed t o endeavour to keep Lord Egmont out of Bridgwater. Mr. Pelham told his Majesty that he thought I would; that I desired him to
lay me at the King’s feet, and tell him, that as I found
it would be agreeable to his Majesty, I would spare
neither pains no expense to exclude him. The Duke
of Newcastle said he had seen
how handsome my
proceedings had been; that this was the most nobie
that could be imagined! . . . I said, What if I came
into the placeSir Thomas Robinson left? He considered a little, and said, Very well, pray go on. I
said I would particularly support him in the House,
where he would c,hiefly want it. He said he knew I
would. I said, There is my old place-Treasurer of
the Navy; I should like that better than any thing.
But I added, W h y should I enter into these things;
I leave it wholly to your Grace. H e said the direction of the House of Commons was fdlen upon himtherefore he could not choose by affection, but lmst
comply with those who could support him there. I
said I understood so; and that I thought I might
pretend to some abilities that may; that in the opposition, I was thought of some use there; that in
court, indeed, I never undertook much, because he
knew I never was supported : but now, when I should
*
Tuus, 0 dux magne, quid optes
.Exphrare labor j mihi jussa capessere fas est.

Vmo.
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be supported, I hoped I might pretend to be a3 useful there as my neighbours. He said it was inconI chose
testably so. I said, thatconsideringthat
six members for them at myown great expense, I
thought the world in general, and even the gentlemen themselves, could not expect that their pretensionsshouldgivemetheexclusion.
H e said, that
he often thought
what I did was very great! that
with surprise at the ease and cheapness of the election at Weymouth! that they had
nothing like it!
I said, I believed there were few who could give his
for
nothing.
He said he,
Majesty six members
reckoned five, and had put down five to my account.
. ..I said I must be excused from talking any more
about myself; that I left it entirely to him and to the
King; that I. was fully determined to make this sacrifice to his Majesty; that I knew I had given no
just cause of offence, but that I would not justify it
with his Majesty; that it was
enough that he W E S
displeased, to make methinkthat
I was in the
wrong, and to beg him to forget it: I would not even
be in the right against him; .and I was very sure I
would never again be in the wrong against him, for
which I hoped his Grace would be my caution. He
said hewould, with all his heart. He took me up
in his arms, and kissed me twice, with strong assurances of affection and service.”
A few days after, this honest man went to Bridgwater to manage the election, and thus proceeds his
Diary.
6‘ April 14, 15, 16.
Spent inthe infamous and
disagreeable compliance with the low habits of
venal wretches,” the electors of Bridgwater.
If the men of Bridgwater, urged perhaps by want,
were venal wretches, what must m-e think of the
Duke of Newcastleand Lord Melcombe? I hope

.

OF DESPOTISM.

271

my reader will pause, and ponder the words of the
precedingpassage.They
furnish a greatdeal of
matter for very serious reflection to those who
regard the true interests eitherof church or state.
Lord Melcombe’s Diary was much read when it
first came out; but it has since
fallen into neglect.
Events, however,havehappenedinthepolitical
world, which render it extremely interesting at the
presentperiod.Inconsequence
of theFrenchrevolution, much pains have been taken to decry the
people, and extol the aristocratical part of society.
Thetidehasrun
wonderfully, in consequence of
falsealarmsand
ministerial artifices, in favour of
courts and courtiers. The people have been called,
not only venal wretches, but the swinish multitude.
Long and tiresome books have been written to run
down the people, as destitute of virtue, principle, of
everythinghonestand
honourable, and that can
givethem anyrighttointerfere
with thegrand
mysteries of a cabinet. But he who reads and considers duly the very striking anecdotes and conversations in Lord Melcombe’s Diary, will find, that, i n
order to see venahty in its full growth, and survey
sordidness in its complete state of abomination, it
will be necessary to turn from l o v to high life.
The people are often turbulent and indiscreet in
their transactions, but they are always honest and
always generous. They feel strongly for the cause
of humanity and justice. They have a noble spirit,
which leads them to view meanness and sinister
conduct with detestation. But is there any of this
manly independence, this honest openness, this regard for the rightsandhappiness of man, among
those whom Lord Melcombe, so unfortunately for
the great vulgar, has introduced to public notice?
There is all the deceit in his own character, which
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woulddenominate a man a swindler in the commercial walks of life, Allthetransactions
of the
juntoareconductedwiththe
timidity, secresy,
duplicity of a nest of thieves, mutually fearing and
fawning, while they hate and despise each other
from
their heart’s core.
On the practice of purchasing votes in boroughs,
bybarteringthecure
of souls, the mosl sacred
charge, if there be any thing sacredin human affairs,
I shall expatiate more at large in a future section.
This Buhb Doddington, after selling
himself, betraying the prince, and offering his six members to
the best bidder, was made a lord. H e mas created
Baron of Melcombe Regis,as a reward for such
prostitution of principles as ought to have caused
him to be branded on the forehead with a mark of
indelible infamy.
But can we s’uppose that there has been but one
Bubb Doddington in this country? one Newcastle?
I wish the supposition were founded in probability.
Tt would be the simplicity of idiotism tosuppose,
thatBuhbDoddingtonhasnotexhibited
in his
Diary a picture of parasitical ~courtiers,in all times
and countries, where corruption is the main principle
of administration.
If such men should, in any country of Europe,
and
manage
influence the councils of princes,
the popular assemblies, would there not be reason
to bealarmedforthebest
constitution everdevised by humanwisdom ? Such men hatethe
nothing
but
themselves, the
people. They love
emoluments of places, the distinction of titles, and
thepompandvanity
of thecourts in which they
flatter and are flattered. They will ever wish for a
militarygovernmenl, to awe the saucy crowd, and
keep them from intruding on their own sacred pri-
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vileges and persons. The Herculean hand of a virtuous people can alone cleanse the Augean stable of
a corrupted court formed of miscreant toad-eaters
like Lord Melcomhe.

SECTION XXI.
Oiz choosing rich Men, without Parts, Spiril, or

Liberality, as Repre-

sentatives in the Nutionul Council.

IT has been long observed, that none are more desirous of increasing their property than they who have
abundance. Thegreatest
misers are those who
possess the greatest riches. None are fonder of the
world thau they who have engrossed a large share of
it. If they should acknowledge that they have
enough money, yet they cannot but confess, at the
same tirnc, that”they think then~selvesentitled, in
consequence of theirproperty,to
civilhononrs,
power, ancl distinction. They have a kind of claim,
in their own opinion, to court favour; especially as
they are ready touse the influence, which their riches
give them, in support of any minister for the tilne
being, and in the general extension of royal prerogative. Are such men likely tobeindependent
members of a senate, honestly following the dictates
of their judgment or conscience, ancl consulting n o
interest but that of man in general, and the people
in particular, by whom they aredeputed?There
are no men greedier of gain than such men, and none
more attachedtothosevain
honours,which a minister bestows in order to facilitate the movelnents
of his political machine. None will rake so deeply
in the dirt to pick up n penny as a rich miser ; none
will coutend more eagerly for a feather in the cap,
thanthosewhose minds are weak, en~pty,and attached
VOL. v.
T
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t o the world by the consciousness of being, in great
measure,
proprietors.
its
w
But what is it to me, as an elector, that the man
who solicits my votehas,by great cunning, sordid
arts, and insatiable
avarice, accumulated great riches '?
Has wisdom, has virtue, has knowledge, has phi?
lanthropyincreasedwithhisincreasingfortune
Enormous wealth,acquired
in theshortspace
of
half a human life, may be taken, without any want of
candour, in most instances, as presumptive evidence
of little principle in the means of acquiring, and as
little generosity in the modes of giving or expending
it. Perhapsheinherits
hisunboundedriches.
In
this case, he has not to plead the merit of industry.
him vast sums of money;
His ancestorshaveleft
when perhaps his own talents would scarcely have
earned him a penny, or kept him out of the parish
poor-house.
Nevertheless,because he is rich, thoughtotally
destitute of partsand
virtue, hestandsforward
boldly as a candidate to represent a city or a county.
H e finds thousandsreadytoclamouron
his side,
and to give him their vote. ' H e can treat bountifully,
open houses, andgiveawayribandsplentifully.
Thereforehe is constituted a senator, a national
counsellor, commissioned to vote away the people's
money, and todecide on the nost important questions
of constitutional liberty.
What can he do but put himself into harness, and
be driven his daily stage, by the political coachman,
theprimeminister?Hecannot
go alone. H e has
not sense enough to judge for himself in the smallest
di5culty. He has not spirit enough to preserve his
independence ; therefore he will considerhimsel,
merely as a puppet, to bemoved bythehigher
powers, at their will; a stopgap, to fill up a place
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which might be occupied by an abler member, whose
virtues and talents might serve the public indeed,
but would render him troublesome to those who
gladly dispense with all virtuous interference.
Let us suppose, for argument sake, four such poor
creatures (such I call them, though rich in gold)
chosen to represent the city of London, the grand
emporium of the world, and, from its number of inhabitants, claiming a fuller representation than any
part of the nation. I o w n the supposition is most
disgraceful ; for it can never happen, one would
think, that such a city should not supply men of the
first abilities, for a trust so important and so honourable. But let us suppose the city, from a system of
manners favoured by, and favourable to, ministerial
corruption, so far degraded as to choose four men of
very moderate abilities and characters, merely because they happentobe rich contrac'tors, and of
sycophantic dispositions, likely to pursue their own
interest by servilely obeying the beck of a minister.
Supposethem
once in for seven years. The
tavernsare now shut up, the advertisements, the
canvassing all forgotten, and they commence as
arrant courtiers as the meanest tool in power, put,
by apaltry patron, into a rotten borough of Sussex,
Wiltshire, or Cornwall.
But mark the mischief. As they nomillally represent the first city in the world, the measures which
they vote for, (because they are bidden, and hope for
contracts and baronetages,)are supposed, by foreigners at least, to have the concurrence of the most important part of the British empire. Though the
minister may despise them from his heart, personally,
yet he avails himself of that weight which the place
they represent gives them in the eyes of strangers.
T2
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The great city is with him,” in (the only place he
pretends to know it,) the house of representatives.
Their ignorance, their meanness, and their sycophancy, have another effect, highlyinjurious to all
plans of constitutionalreformation.
‘‘ Here” (says
the courtier) ‘‘ are four men sent by the first city in
the world. Are theybettersenators,ormorereOld
spectable men, thanthose who aresentfrom
Sarum, or any of the boroughs inhabitedby beggars,
and purchased by lords, as a lucrative speculation?”
The probability is, (he will say of them,) that, with
inore greediness after gain,from the sordid habits of
their youth, they have less of the accomplisl~ments
of gentlemen.Theireagernessto
andliberality
raise their families, renders them‘more tractable tools,
in the hands of a skilful minister, than those whose
families are already raised, and who, however they
may place themselves under theguidance of thk
peerage,havehad
an education which oughtto
have given them enlarged minds and sentiments of
honour.
Thus the friend to despotic principles, and the opposer of parliamentary reform, draws an argument
from the meanness of rich men, (sent by great cities
t o parliament merely because they are rich,) against
all improvementof the representation. The boroughs,
he alleges, send at least gentlemen and well-informed
men, though in circumstances comparatively indigent;
whereas these great con~mercial bodies, placing all
excellence in the possession of superior wealth, depute men as senators, who are unqualified for any
department beyond the warehouse or the countinghouse,whose
views are confined, andpurposes
habitually sordid and selfish. H e urges,that, from
the specimensaffordedby great cities, there is no
cc
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reason to conclude that the extension of the right of
suffrage would render the representative body more
virtuous or enlightened. H e doubts whether it would
befavourabletoliberty.
If greatbodiesdepute
men only for their property, since theywho have most
usually want most, none will be readier t o sell themselvesand their constituentsto a minister, for a
feather or a sugar-plum, than the representatives of
great bodies, delegated to parliamentmerely because
theyhaveinherited
oracquiredexcessive
riches,
with scarcelyanyideas beyond tlbe multiplicatioutable.
Men deputed to parliament should certainly be far
above want; but I contend that riches, independent
of personal merit, can never
be a sufficient recommendation. I t is the most important trnst that can
be reposed in man. It requires a most comprehensive education, strong natural abilities, and, what is
greater than all, a just, honest, upright heart, with
a manly firmness, and an enlarged philanthropy.
Can there he any difficulty in finding, at any time,
four men of such character in the city of London, or
two such in any county of England ? Certainly not;
especiallywhen thecorruptingideashallbe
exploded, that property is the best qualjficatiou for a
national counsellorandlawgiver.Ableandhonest
men are not the most incliued to thrust themselves
forward,andtoobtrudethemselves,
muchless to
enter into competition, when allthe influence of
riches and ministerial favour will be exerted to traduce their character, to frustrate their
endeavours,
and send themback to private life with their fortunes injured,Land their tranquillitydisturbed.
The
electors must search for such men, and draw them
from their virtuous obscurity. Thus honoured, they
will go into thesenate with the pure motives of
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serving their country and mankind, and return with
clean hands,sufficiently rewarded by the blessings
of the people.
The city of London, and all great cities, as well as
counties, are t o be most seriously exhorted, to consider the importance of the trust they delegate atan
election, and to choose men of known abilities, and
experienced attachment to the cause of the people.
They should beware of men, however opulent and
respectable in private life, who can have no other
motive for obtruding on public life, for which they
are unqualified, but to raise themselves alld families
to fortune and distinction, by selling their trust to a
minister. Such men can never be friends to liberty
and the people. They contribute, by
means of their
property,tothegeneralsystem
of corruption, and,
perhapswithoutknowing
it, (for they knowbut,
little,) promote, most effectually, the spirit of despotism.

,
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SECTION XXII.
despotic In/luence of great Merchants oaer their Subalterns, of
Customers oner their Tradesmen, and rich tmding Companies over
their narious Dependents, i n compelling them to note f o r Court Can,dulates for Seats in Parlimnt, merely to serve privateinterest,
Without the smallest ,regard f o r public Liberty and HappirKss, OT
the Fitness or Unjtness nf the Candidate,

t

I

Of the

THErottenness of corruption, originating from ministers, intoxicated with thelove of power, and
greedy after the emoluments of office, is sometimes
found (especially under the influence of false alarms)
to pervade the whole mass of the people, and to infect the very heart of the body-politic. The vitals
of liberty becorne tainted, and, without great efforts,
a mortification may be justly apprehended.
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In this corrupt state, littledespots,aspiring
to
court favour, hoping to draw the notice of the minister on their faithful endeavours to serve him, arise
in almost every town and village of the couutry, aud
in every street of a great city. They claim and exercise a jurisdiction over certain vassals, as they
think them, theirtradesmen,their
tenants, and all
others, who derive emoluments from them in the way
of t,heir business, or expect their custom and countenance. If the vassals presume to act for themselves as men and freemen, they lose their business,
their dwelling places, their farms, and all chance of
,i acquiring a competency. The vengeance of the little
. despots pursues them; and frequently quits not
the
'X
chace, till it has hunted them down to destruction.
Even in the city of London, opulent as it is, and
independent as it might be, a city whic,h used to be
the first to stand up in defence of liberty, an overbearing influence can find its way t o theobscurest
v district, and insinuate itself into the blindest alley.
The great merchant or manufacturer, who is necessarily connected with many subordinate traders or
workmen, considers the influence he gains from extensive connections in business, as a very valuable
and vendible commodity at the market of a minister.
Naturally wishing to make the most of his trade, he
resolves to treat this connection as a part of his
stock, and causeit to bring him an ample return. At
least he will adventure. It may be a prize to him,
as it has been to many. Much depends on his own
prudential management of the commodity. It may
lead to a valuable contract, especially if kind fortune should kindle the flames of war; it may open
the path to court favours of various kinds ; it may
ultimately confer a seat in the house, and perhaps a
baronetage. This last honour is highly deairable,
(,

4

480

THE SPIRIT

as it. removes at once the filth that naturally attaches
t o the very name of citizen, dealer and chapman.

i n thecity of London,the mqjority of electors,
who send the few members of parliament allotted to
it, are of the middle, and indeed of the inferior rank
of shopkeepers, rarely rising to the dignity of merchants, who reside at the bouses with great gates, or
rather in the new squares, two or three miles northwest of the polluted and polluting city : for such is
the insolence of little city despots who are in a very
great way, that they commonly despise the freedom
of the city where their counting-housestands, and
wherethey
gain their plums. They do not condescend to be free of the city. They would consider it as a degradation frok theirgentility to be
liverymen and members of a city company. Liverymen, indeed ! What! great men, as all bankers are,
East India directors, usurious money-lenders, living
magnificently in Portland-place or Portman-square,
or thegrandavenuesto
them, tobe livery-men !
Horrid degradation ! The very idea is shocking to
thespirit of despotism. It is timeenough to take
up their freedom of the city, when it is necessary,
as candidates,to possess that qualification. There
are too many votes to make it worth while to be a Y
voter.Thesegreat
men, therefore,view the elect- .
ors as subordinatepersons, whom they may send
on an errand to Guildhall to vote for the minister’s
caudidate, just as theywoulddespatch a clerkor
porter to the Custom-house to take a Custom-house
oatb, or to do any job connected with the low trade
or manufacture which enables them to associate with
the fine folk of St. James’s.
The elector who goes tothehustings
must, in- *
deed, vote upon his oath, that he has received and
will receive DO bribe. He does - not consider the
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lucrative employments and the emoluments arising
from the great man’s custom,whichwould be lost
on disobedience, as a bribe, and thereforevotes
against his judgment,conscielce, and inclination,
without a murmur; especially as his daily bread may
perhapsdepend onhis
obsequiousness, and very
likely the comfort and security of a wife and a large
family.
This conduct of the great men is not only unconstitutionaland affronting to the city, but as truly
despotic in principle as any thing done by the Grand
Seignior. It is mean also and base to the last degree; for the great men usually exert not their influence, from friendship to the minister, or to a candidate,or from any regard to a cause which they
think connected with the public good; but solely to
serve themselves,to provide for poor relations, to
enrich or to aggrandize an upstart family, already
by fungous
renderedwretchedandcontemptible
pride.
The glorious rights and privileges of Englishmen,
of which we read and hear so much, are then to be
all sacrificed to serve a man, who perhaps went out
as a writer to the East Indies, and returned in five
or six years, laden with riches; the injured widow
and orphan in vain lifting up their hands, and uttering their lamentationsoverthedeaf
ocean, while
the spoiler is hastening to Europe witb that treasure
which, as it was gained by extortion, is to be expended in corruption.
’

MalE parta male dilabuntur.

A prodigious recommendation this, as a representative in parliament of industrious citizens, who have
toiled all their lives at the counter, or in the manufactory, for a bare competence !
When nabobs, as they are called, perfect aliens,
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recommended onlybyriches
andcourt influence,
can seat themselves for great cities and counties as
easily as they used for Cornish boroughs, there certainly is reason to fear that the spirit of despotism
has rapidly increased, and is proceeding to destroy
all remains of public virtue among the people. The
question naturally arises, if a nabob, a perfect alien,
should ever be eiected for the city of London ; whether,in so large a body as thefree-borncitizens,
and among the livery of London, a man is not to be
foundwhohas
served a regularapprenticeship,
gone through all the gradations of successful trade,
and become a member of the corporation, worthy to
represent the first commercial body in the universe?
Is it necessary to import members, as we do tea and
muslins, from China and Bengal ? Honesty, virtue,
independence,and abilities, must indeedberare
qualities,from Temple-bar t o Whitechapel, if not
enough of them can be found to constitute
a reprethe English oak be
sentative inparliament.Must
neglected for exotics raisedrapidlyinwarm
climates; and from the hasty growthof which,verylittle
is to be depended upon, when the wind and weather
assail them ? A sad encouragement this to the young
merchants,traders,andmanufacturerswho
enter
regularlyon
business, andbecomefreemenand
liverymen, to find that the most industrious and successful trader, and the best character, cannot secure
the honourable appointments and important trusts,
in
the gift of their fellow-citizens ! to find, that persons,
who never served apprenticeship, never carried
on
trade, never becamefree, never were connectedin the
city companies, perfect strangers to the corporation,
and avowed despisers of them all, shall be made, by
the influence of a minister, and the overhearing
weight
of oriental riches, legislators for
the emporium of
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Europe ! If such an event were ever to happen, it
would discourage all virtue in the rising generation
of merchants, traders, and manufacturers ; and teach
them, that every thing bows to almighty money, however obtained, and to conrtinfluence, always ready to
favour overhearing and overgrown property. It
would be a melancholysymptom
of de,generacy
among the people. It would show that the manly
spirit begins to fade and wither, as it has long done
in Turkey and Egypt, under the spirit of despotism.
It is truly alarming to all true Englishmen to see
great trading conlpanies using the influencewhich
riches bestow, in seconding the views of a minister,
without the least attention to the public good, the
preservation of liberty, and the happiness of the hnman race. It is certain, that men united in corporate
bodies will act in a mannerwhich they would be
ashamed of in theirprivate capacities ; because,
when so united, the responsibility appearsto be
thrown from individuals on the aggregate, and so
attaching to every one, can be fixed on none. Such
bodies may be truly dangerous, when, from the hope
of titles and other favours, the members who compose them, are servilely devoted to theminister;
not indee,d to the man, but to the favourite at court>
who, from his oflice, has in his hands the means of
corruption, contracts, loans, places at the various
publicboards, appointments in all tke professions,
and, above all, titles.
Such monopolizing fraternities attack liberty with
the club of Hercules. They rise with gigantic force.
Reason, argument,the
iaw and the constitution
yield to them, as the chaff before the wind. If they
should not receive a powerful check from the people
at. large, who have not yet fallen down worshippers
of gold, they must go on to establish, OR the banks
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of the Thames, oriental despotism : and it would not
be wonderful t o seethetwosheriffsridingup
Cheapside on elephants, with the lord mayor borne
in a palanquin, on the necks of liverymen, hastening
to prostrate themselves at the feet of a prime minister, now become as great as the emperor of China:
it would not be wonderful to seebankerserecting
an oligarchy ; the great house in Leadenhall-street
a temple, and a golden calf the god.
SECTION XXIII,

sf Lye; that it originates in t h Spirit of Despotism ;
and contributes to it, witlout advancingprivate any more thanpublie

Of the Pageantry

Felicity.

THEproud despise the people, representthem as
little superior to the brutes, laugh at the idea of their
rights, and seem to' think that the world was made
for themselves only; yet the proud are never satisfied but when they attract the notice of this very
people, by splendour, by ostentation, by the exercise
of authority over them, and by insolent airs of selfimportance.Thepeople,it
must be owned, in the
simplicity of theirhearts, gape with admiration a t
the passingspectacle which insults them with its
glare, and feel themselves awe-struck with the grandeur of the cavalcade, which would trample them in
the dirt if they did not struggle to escape.
Politicians,observingthis
effect of finery and
parade on the minds of the unthinking, take care to
dress up the idol, which they themselves pretend to
worship, and which they wish thepeoplereally
to
adore, in all the tawdry glitterof the ladyof Loretto.
They find this kind of vulgar superstition extremeIy
favourable to theirinterested views. Accordingly,
in all despotic countries, great pains are taken to
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amuse and delude the people with the trappings of
royalty. Popery prevailed more by the gaudiness of
its priests and altars, and the pomp
of its processions,
than from the progress of conviction. The people,
in such circumstances, have indeed the pleasure of
fine sights; hut they usually pay much more dearly
for them than for exhibitions at the theatre; and have
this mortifying reflection, as a drawback from their
pleasure, that thepayment is involuntary, and the
sight a politicaldelusion.
It insultstheirunderstandings, while it begniles them of their rights; and
takes from them the earnings of their industry, while
it teaches them to feel their own insignificance.
But not only despots, courtiers, and public
f!~nctionaries,think it proper to strike the vulgar with
awe, by purchasing finery of the builder, the taylor,
and the coach-painter; b& the titled and overgrown
rich men, through every part of every community,
where family aggrandizement is procurable without
public services, or privateor personal virtue. Riches,
i n such societies, confer not only the means of lusuriousenjoyment, but of civil superiority. They assume a valuenotnaturallytheirown,andbecome
the succedanea of wisdom, patriotism, valour, learning, and beneficence. The great object is therefore
to makeanostentation
of riches, and to keep the
people at a distance, by dazzling their eyes with the
blaze of equipageandmagnificence. Asall the minuter
luminaries gravitate to the sun in our solar system,
so all these aspirants to distinction and superior importancegravitate to royalty. The crown is the
glittering orb round which they ambitiously revolve.
They would allthereforecontribute,
if they were
able, to add new brilliancy, new heat, new influence
and powers of attraction to their fountain of glory.
They turn to it as the sunflowerto the sun; and feel their
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colours brighter, and their leaves invigorated, when
a ray of favour falls upon them in a peculiar direction. They cannot turu a nlonlent to the people.
The popularclimatechills
them. Thegales from
this quarter are as the icy breezes from the frozen
regions of the north, where the genial beams of solar
iufluence can scarcely penetrate.
It may then be fairly presumed, that where all
orders of the rich are vying with each other to make
a splendidappearance, evenabovetheirrankand
rneaus of support, the spirit of the times, among these
orders at least, is favourahle to the increase of court
influence, and therefore to the spirit of despotism.
This rivalry insplelldour is, in course, attended
with great expense; an expense, which by reducing
independentfortunes, diminishes independence of
spirit. They who are ruined in seconding the purposes of a court, naturally think themselves entitled
to irldemnity from court favour.
They become
then, mcrely toolsof the minister, and dare not speak
or act,in auy instance, against him, lest they renounce all hope of the glittering prize, the secret douceur, the share of the loan, the contract, the place,
the pension, the provision for a son, a nephew, a
cousin, or the clerical tutor of the family,who has
perhaps grown grey in hungry hope, fed only by the
meagre diet of a ministerial promise.
Thus the rage of outshiningothers in externals
contributes to ruin both fortune and principle. Add
to this, that the prevalence of pageantry erects, in
society, a false standard of human excellence, Money becomes the deity. Money istogive
consequence,
consideration,
po-:ver. Money engrosses
honour, which is due, and has oftenbeen paid, to
poverty, when adorned with art, virtue, knowledge, or
any other kind of personal merit. The man becomes
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nothing, and money all. How must the human mind
sink in such a conjuncture ! Its noblestenergies
cannot give it that estimation with mankind, which
money, inherited by a fool, or acquired by a knave,
boldly claims and obtains. Thenwhateucouragement to young men to pursue improvement with any
singular ardour ? Common attainnlenta are perhaps
the best adapted
to facilitate the acquisition of money.
Common attainments and superficial ornaments will
form the whole of education. In the mean time,
mind is neglected, and human nature degenerates.
Then steps in the despot. For the consequence, take
the map, and look over the countries which formed
ancient Greece.
The pageantry of life, consideredin a political
view, as designed by the grandees to awe the people,
and keep them out of the park of selfish happiness,
which the grandees have fenced with high pales, ancl
guarded with spring-guns and man-traps, certainly
may lay claim to the praise of deep cunning or
worldly wisdom. The payeantry of life may answer
the purpose of the'scenery of the play-house, and
keep the vulgar from beholding the grandees of the
world, beforethey are dressedand made up for
publicexhibition.
The galleries would certainly
lose much of their veneration for the theatrical kings,
queens, ancl nobles, if they were to see them behind
the scenes, unbedizened. The pageantry of life is
therefore highly efficacious in deluding the vulgar.
When not carried too far, and abused for the purposes of oppression, it undoubtedlyhas
its use.
But is it, in general, conducive io the happiness of
man; either of t.hose who aretheactors
in the
pageant, and gratifytheirpride by attracting the
eyes of beholders; or of those who are led by it
to a foolish admiration and a tame acquiescence ?
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Clkains of gold and silver are no less galling than
fetters of iron.
Pageantry has contributed perhapsmore than any
other cause to theprevalence of war, the bane of
happiness, the disgrace of human nature. The grand
operations of war, the splendour of arms, the finery
of military dress, have been the amusements which
despotshave chiefly delighted in, whenever they
could behold them i i perfect consistence with their
of war dazzles
own personal safety. The pageantry
young minds, and supplies both armies and navies
with w-illing victims. The ugliness of slaughter, the
desolation of fertile plains, the burning of peaceful
villages, have all been unnoticed, amid the pride,
. pomp, andcircumstance of glorious war. The taste
for false glare anddeceitful appearances of happiness
and glory, has then been one
of the most prolific
parents of human calamity. It has palliated robbery,
andcovered foul murder with aglittering veil of
tinsel.
Allimposture is ultimately .productive of evil.
Pageantry, in a wretched world like this, assumed
by infirm mortals doomed shortly to die, cannot but
be deceitful. Its object is to put off false and counterfeit goods for true. There is nothing in human
affairs that will justify or support that glare of happiness which the pageantry of the rich andgreat
wish to display. The mask is too small and too
transparent to conceal the face of woe, the wrinkles
of decay and imperfection. I n times of great ignorance, when scarcely any could read, and very little
different
communication was preservedamongthe
orders of societ,y, the mummery of courts and courtiers taught the vulgar to believe that the internal
organization of beings, so decorated externally, must
be of a superior nature. Princes and priests dr-sed
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themselves in grotesque garbs, in a kind of masquerade habit, to carry on the delusion. But the reign
of great wigs, fur gowns, hoods, and cloaks, is nearly
at its close. Gilded coaches, horses richly caparisoned, gaudy hamnler-clot,hs,finefootmen, endeavour to supply their place ; but they have lost much
of their influence ; and at last it will be found, that
to obtain the respect. of the people, it will be necessary to deserve it. No longer will the pubIic admire
the poor creature who rides within the coach, for a
splendour which heowes entirely to the manufacturer of carriages, the painter, the carver, thegilder,
the harness-maker, the horse-dealer, and the groom.
No longer will men unjustly transfer the praise due
to thetailorandhair-dresser,totheproud
beau,
who struts as if the earth were not good enough to
tread upon, nor the people whom he meets, to look
at as he passes them.
The pageantry exhibited by contractors, by placemen, by pensioners, by commissaries, by all who
catten on the public spoils, may justly be considered
as an insult on the people. In times of great prosperity it might b2 winke,d at ; but in times of distress
and adversity, it is offensive, It answers no good
end. It merely gratifies the vanity of those who make
the display. The ostentation of the unfeeling great
in France aggravated the
sense of suffering under
its despotism; but, on the other hand, in provoking
the people by theinsult, it accelerated and completed
the revolution.
It is probablethat every littlewretch who decorates himself, and all that belongs to him, with
finery to the utmost of his power, would be a despot,
if he could, and dared. H e shows all the dispositions to assume superiority rYithout merit. He certainly has a narrow and vain mind. He cannot be a
V O L . v,
IJ
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philosopher or philanthropist. W i t h all his style and
splendour in eating, drinking, dwelling,dressing,
and riding, we cannot admire him; then let us pity,
or deride.
Mere follymight belaughedatandneglected;
but the folly I describe is mischievous. It delights
in oppression and war; and is one of the principal
promoters of the despotic spirit.

SECTION XXIV.
Insolence of the higher Orders

l o the Middle Ranks and the Poor;
with theirafected Condescension, irs certainCircumstances, to the
lowest of the People.

PUBLIC
corruption must produce
private.
When
pride is a rulingprinciple in the conduct of state
affairs, it mustdisplay itself in every partof domestic
life, accompanying its lordlypossessorfrom
tile
palace at St. James’s and the leveein Downing-street,
to the ruralmansion in the distant county, to the
convivial table, to the fire-side, to the stable, and to
the dog-kennel.
A due degree’ofself-respect, a dignified behaviour,
a demand of what is due to oneself, attended with a
cheerful payment of what is due to others, are highly
laudable, and haveno connection with that senseless,
sullen, cruelpride, which marks the spirit
of despotism.
This lattersort of pride is totallydestitute of
feeling for others. It scarcelyacknowledgesthe
common tie of humanity. It stands alone, completely
insulated from all human beings below
it, and connected only by a narrow isthmus with those above it.
It seems to think the world, ahd all that it contains,
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created for its own exclusive gratification. The men
and wornell in it are merely instruments subservient
to the will and pleasure of aristocratic, insolence.
With this idea of its own privileges and claims, it
is no wonder that itshows symptoms of extreme soreness and excessive irritation on the least opposition
to its will and pleasure. Accordingly those of the
human race, whose unhappy lot it is to be domestic
or menial servauts to persons of either sex who
swell with the selfish pride of aristocracy, are kept
in a state of abject servility, compelled to watch the
looks and rnotious of the demigod or demigoddess,
and spoken to with a severity of language seldom
used to the horses in the stable, or the dogs in the
kennel. No attendance by night or by day can be
sufficient. Such superior beings cannot perform the
most ordinary operations ofnature without assistance,
which degrades both the giver and receiver. They
cannot put on their own clothes; but like eastern
tyrants surrounded by slaves, stretch themselves on
the couch of indolence, while their fellow-creatures,
equals by nature, with trembling solicitude fasten a
button, or tie a shoe-string. The slightest error,
delay, or accident, h a w s down imprecations on the
head of the offender, more terriblethan the anathemas of a pope.
If the little Mogul affect spirit, then he talks, in
his ire, of horsewhips, kicking down stairs, breakiag
every bonein the skin of the wretched operator,
who, as human nature is prone to error, may have
deviated, in adjusting a curl,from the standard of
court propriety. When h e has occasion to speak of
one of his servants, he commouly says, ‘(one of my
rascals did thisor that ;” and when he speaks to
them, especially on the slightest neglect or mistake,
his choler breaks out intooaths, curses, and epithets,
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expressive of bitterness and venom, for which language has not yet found adequate terms. The genius
of Homer, which described the wrathof Achilles, can
of the
alone paint in colour black enough the atrocity
great man's ire. If it were not for that vulwar thing
9
law, which, on such occasions, makes no distinctions,
the great man would trample t,he little man, who has
buckled his shoe awry, out of existence.
T o maintain that accuracy of dress and splendour
of appearance, which so superior a beingthinks
absolutelynecessary,certainvulgarpeople,
called
tradesmen, must inevitably be employed ; and in tllis
conntry of plebeian liberty, they will no more work
for a nabob, or a rich contractor, or a peer of the
realm,withoutpayment,than
for a Frenchsans
culotte. But ltoe betide them, if they have the insufferableinsolence to presenttheir hills uncalled,
though their families are starving,aid their landlords
are ejecting them from their habitations. " The insolenceoftherascals
!" exclaimsthegreat
nlan,
c6 let them wait, let them call again, and think themselves w-ell off if I do not chastise them witha horsewhip, or kick them down stairs, for knocking at my
door,andbringing
bills withoutorder.
But, &ye
time, and mind, I
hear : paythescoundrelsthis
never deal with them any more
!" Then follows a
volley of oaths and curses on the heads of all such
blackguards, low-lived wretches, scwn of the earth,
thieves, and pickpockets, that do not know how to
keep their distance, and treat a gentleman with due
respect. <' Aye,yy (he adds,) i' there we see<the
spirit of the times,' the effect of these cursed doctrines,which thosemiscreants,"thephilosophers,

* An expression of a Member of the House
speaking of modern philosophers.

of Lords, when
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have broached, to the destruction of all law, order,
and religion, throughout Europe.”
The middle rank of people, who reside in his
vicinity, he takes no more notice of, than if they
lived at the arctic or antarctic pole. He keeps them
at a distance, because, though not so rich as himself,
yet claiming and supporting the rank of gentlemen,
they would be likely t o approach too near, and perhapspresume upon something of an equality, not
only by nature, but by self-esteem andinstitution.
H e passes his next-door neighbours
in his carriage
or on horseback, inhis daily rides, without condescending to turn his eyes upon them. H e does not
recollect even their names. They may be very good
sort of people, for any thing he knows to the contrary;but really he has not the honour of knowing
them. A despot will not hear a rivalnear
his
throne ; and therefore he cannot bear any who, with
inferiorfortunes,
might happentoequal
him in
spirit, in sense, in behaviour, and i n education. But
if there is any body in the neighbourhood very low
indeed ; so I&, as to be removedfrom all possibility
of clashing with his importance, such an one he will
make a companion, and show him most marvellous
marks of humility and condescension. Indeed, for
thesake of obtaining a little popularity, he will
notice cottagers and poor children at play, and make
extremely free with clowns, jockies, grooms, huntsmen, and all who haveany thing to do with dog
andhorse flesh. Butkeep your distance, ye little
squires, parso~~s,
and professional men, who make
saucy pretensions to knowledge or ingenuity. However, he can never be at a loss for company, while
he and his equals drive phaetons and
four, to dine
with each other at fifteen miles distance, and while
officers are quartered in the vicinity. He is abjectly
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servile to his superiors; insolent and neglectful to
the middle ranks; and free and easy to the hamble
Boris of poverty, who will bear a volley of oaths
whenever he thinks proper to discharge
them, and
who, if spit upon, will not spit again, because they
are his workmen, tenants, or toad-eaters.
He who can eradicate such insolence from a neighbourhood,bytreatingit
with thecontemptand
ridicule which it deserves,certainlycontributesto
the happiness of society. It is confiued in its sphere
of action; but itis the same sort of despotism which
ravaged Poland, and deluges the earth with human
gore. In a freecountry like this, where law and
liberty flourish, it is a vulture in a cage, but still it
is a vulture; and the littlebirds, to whom nature has
given the free air to range in, ought to unite in endeavouring to destroy it.
Does any sensible man believe that such persons,
if their power were equal to their will, would sufi'er
freeholders of forty shillings a-year,tovote
for
members of parliament; or juries of twelve honest
plebeians to decide in state trials,where ministers
are anxious (as they value their places) for a verdict
favourable to their administration ? They would not
permit, if theycouldhelp
it, themiddleranks to
breathe the common air, or feel the genial sun, which
God has given to shine indiscriminately
on the palace
andthecottage.Theyare
as much enemies to
kings as to the people, because they would, if possible, be kings themselves; but as that is impossible,
they crouch, like fawning spaniels, to the hand which
has it in its power to throw thema bone.
Thisdescriptionofpersons
is peculiarly forare insatiably
midable to liberty, becausethey
greedy of power. From their order chiefly arise the
purchasers of boroughs, iu which they traffic on
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speculation, like dealers in hops, determined to resell their commodity, as soon as they can, to thebest
bidder. They are also of that hardened effrontery
which pushes its way to public employment, stands
forward at court, and, on all occasions, assumes that
importance, which, from the general diffidence of the
better part of mankind, is but too easily conceded to
the most impudent pretensions. In consequence of
this unblushingassurance, this arrogant, audacious
presumption, this hardened temper, which can bear
repulse without being abashed or dispirited, they
oftenest rise to the highest posts ; and such as would
be posts of honour, if they were not filled by men
who have not one quality of a beneficent nature, or
which deserves the esteem of their fellow-creatures.
Bot though they have no inclinationto do good ;
they acquire the power, which they hi1 not to exercise, of doing much evil. They encourage arbitrary
principles. They depreciate the people on all occasions ; and add weight and confidence to the aristocratical confederacy. They may sometimes be men
of parts. They are seldom deficient in the graces of
Lord Chesterfield. But they are hard-hearted, selfish wretches, attached to the childish vanity of the
world, and preferring a title or a ribandto the
peace, the lives, the property, and theliberty of their
fellow-mortals; all which they are ready t o sacrifice,
even for the chance of pleasing a primeminister,
and obtaining some bauble, which reason must ever
despise, when it is not the badge of experienced
virtues. ‘(One of these,” (says an old writer,)u

* Samuel Johnson j not the lexicographer, whose rehgion M
often popish superstition, and whose loyalty the most irrational
toryism. I venerate his abilities and his private virtues j but
detest his politics. He would have displaced the Brunswick family
for the Stuartg if his power had kept pgee with his inclination&
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=‘values being called his grace, or noble marquis,”
(unideal names as they are,) ‘‘ more than a million
of lives, provided that in such a general destruction
he can save one; and to confirm themselves in their
ill-gotten honours, they generally hatchplots, suborn
rebellions, or any thing that they
think can create
business, keep themselves from being questioned,
and thin mankind, whereby they lose so many of
their enemies.”
SECTION XXV.
0 )a Natural Aristocracy.

NOBILITY,
according to the idea of the vulgar, both
in high and low life, is nothing more than riches that
have been a long timein one family: but it often

happens that riches have been originally gained and
preserved in one family by sordid avarice, by mean
and dishonest arts ; such arts as are utterly incompatible with true nobility, with superiority of intellects, united with generosity of‘ disposition.
Most of the titles of nobiity, and other civil distinctions,were taken from war:as a marquis, a
duke, a count, a baron, a landpave, a knight, an
esquire. The inventors of arts, the improvers of life,
those who havemitigated evil and augmented the
good allotted to men i n this world, were not thought
worthy of anytitular distinctions. The reason is
indeed sufficiently obvious : titles wereoriginally
bestowed by despotic kings, who required and rewarded no other merit but that which supported
rule. In some
them by violence intheirarbitrary
countries they are now given, for the same reasons,
to those whoeffect the same purposes, not by war
only, but by corruption.
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Persons thus raised to civil honours, thus enriched
by the long-continued favour of courts, would willingly depreciate all dignity which is derived from
God and virtue only, unindebted to patents royal.
They would create an artificial preference to a distinguished few among the human race, which nature
is for ever counteracting, by giving superior abilities
to those who are pushed down among the despised
and neglected many. Thisconductisbothunjust
and unnatural. It cannotbe favourable to human
happiness, because it is adverse to truth, and does
violence to the will of God manifested in the operations of nature. In France it wascarried tothat
extreme which brought it to its termination. There
is a tendency to carry it to extremes in all countries
where courts predominate. The friend of reas011 and
of man will thereforeendeavour to convince the
people, that an aristocracy,foundedoncaprice
or
accident only, without any regard to superior abilities and virtues, is a fertilecause of war, and all
those evils which infest a great part of civil society.
That the best and ablest men should govern the
worst and weakest, is reasonable : and this is the
aristocracy appointed by God and nature. But what
do we mean when we say the best and ablest men?
Do we mean men of the best families; .that is, men
in whose families riches and titles have long
been
conspicuous? By the ablest men, do we mean inen
who possess the greatest power, by undue influence,
in borough and county elections, though the exertion
of that power be strictly forbidden by the law and
constitution? Or do we mean men of honest, upright,
and benevolent hearts ; of vigorous, well-informed,
well-exercised understandings ? Certainly the latter
sort, which forms the aristocracy established by God
and nature. This is gold ; the king’s head stamped
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upon it may make it a guinea. The other is only
copper;andthoughthesameimpression
may be
made upon it at the mint, it is intrinsically worth no
more than a halfpenny.
But Mr. Burke has favoured mankind with a description of what he calls a true natural aristocracy.
The first requisite,+ according to him, is ‘(To be
bred in a place of estimation.” Mr. Burke is a good
classical scholar, and often writes Latin in English.”
Placehere is the Latin locus, which everypolite
scholar has observed to signify family. If I were to
translate this little sentence into Latin, I might venture to render it in thismanner : honesto oportet
oriundus sit loco-you must, as the common people
would express it, be a gentleman born. The accident
of birth therefore is placed at the head of the qualifications necessary to give a man preeminence in
society. This doctrineiscertainlyconsistentwith
the whole tenour of the book; but whether it contributes to the general happiness of mankind, or tends
tothespirit of despotism, letimpartialobservers
determine. Mr. Burke had said a few lines before,
satis est equitem mihiplaudere--‘c It is enough for
me that gentlemen or nobles approve my doctrine;”
and there is therefore little doubt but that he is satisfied; for theirapprobation must besecured by
opinions so favourable to their importancein society,
independently of laborious, virtuous, and useful
exertion.
is, cc to see nothing low or
Thenextrequisite
sordid from one’s infancy ;”that is, to be kept at a
distance. fromthe swinish multitude, so as not to

*

See Appeal from the new to the old Whigs, page 196.
-f Thus he uses the word vast, which thecommon reader under-

in its classical sense, for desolate. Many other
inatancea might be given.
stands very great,
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know those wants which it is the business of superiors, or of a natural aristocracy, to supply or
alleviate.
The third requisite is, (c to be taught to respect
oneself.” This seldom requiresanygreatteaching
among persons who have the two preceding requisites. Pride and selfishness are the very principles
of despotism.
The fourth requisite to natural aristocracy, (‘is to
be habituated to the censorial inspection of the public
eye.” Yea; so habituated as to be hardened by
effrontery, and to say that a king holds his crown*
in contempt of the people; and, satis est equitem
mihi plaudere, which may be rendered, paraphrastically, c‘ I care nothing for the people’s censorial eye
or tongue, if the great honour me with their applause,
tor defending their exclusive privileges from being
trodden under the hoof of the swinish multitude.”
I pass over some very proper requisites, to proceed to the last. The last is, ‘‘ to be among rich
traders, who, from their success, are presumed to
havesharp and vigorousunderstandings,and
to
possess the virtues of diligence, order, constancy,
andregularity, and to have cultivated an habitual
regard to commutative justice.-These are the circumstances of menwho form what I should call a
natural aristocracy, without which there is no nation.
Without this,” (the writer intimates, in a few suhseyuent lines,) ‘‘ he cannot recognise the existence of
the people.”
Respecting Mr. Burke greatly, as I do, and agreeing with him in many particulars in this very passage,
I cannot help thinkingthat he has laid too much
stress on riches and birth, in pointing out the men
intended by natureto take the lead in all human
* Mr.Burke’s doctrine.
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affairs, and to form whathe
aristocracy.

calls a true natural

Nam genus et proavos et quae non fecimus ipsi
X’ix ea nostra VOCO.

I think it injurious to society and mankind at large
to lavishhonours and confer power onaccidental
qualities, which may exist in their greatest degree
and perfection without the least particle of personal
merit, withoutwisdom or benevolence. It discourages
industry. It stifles all virtuous emulation. It makes
riches the grand object of pursuit; not for their own
intrinsic value, notfor theirpower
of supplying
necessaries, and even luxuries, but for the political
of the
consequencetheybestow,independently
mode of acquisition or expenditure. I would have
no idolatry. God has shown his peculiar indignation
against it. 1 would notworship a calf, though a
golden one. Kings log, and gods made of stocks
and stones, can only command reverence from men
really suuk to a state below the swine.
I know Lord Bolingbroke’sdoctrines of liberty
are disliked by those who see their own consequence
increasing in the increasing spirit of despotism. But
I will cite a passage from him, which may counterbalance the servile ideas which some men entertain
of the aristocracy constitated by nature.
“ It seems to me,” says he, “ that in order to
maintain the moral system of the world at a certain
point, far below that of ideal perfection; but
Itowever suecient upon the whole to constitute a state
easy and happy, or, at the worst, tolerable; I say,
it seems to me, that the Authorof Nature has thought
fit to mingle, from time to time, among the societies
of me.n, a few, and but a few, of those, on whom he
is graciously pleased to bestow a larger portion of

OF DESPOTISM.

301

theztherial spirit, thanis given, in the ordinary
course of his providence to the sons of men.***
'' You will find thattherearesuperior
spirits,
men who show, even from their infancy, though it be
not always perceived by others, perhaps not felt by
themselves, that they were born for something more
andbetter.Thesearethe
men to whom thepart
I mentioned is assigned. Their talents denote their
general designation.
'' I havesometimesrepresented
to myself the
vulgar, who are accidentallydistinguished by the
titles of kingand subject, of lordand vassal, of
noblemanand peasant; and the few who are distinguished by nature so essentially from the herd of
mankind, that (figure apart) they seem to be of another species. The formerloiter or trifle away their
whole time;andtheir
presenceortheirabsence
would be equally unperceived, if caprice or accident
did not raise them often t o stations,whereintheir
stupidity, and their vices, make them a public misfortune. The latter come into the world, or at least
continue in it, after the effects of surprise and inexperience are over, like men who are sent on more
may indulge themselves
importanterrands.They
in pleasure ; but as their industry is not employed
about trifles, so their amusements are not macle the
business oftheir lives. Such men cannot pass unperceivedthrough a country. If theyretire from
the world, theirsplendouracconlpanies them,and
of theirretreat.
If
enlightenseventheobscurity
they take a part in public life, the effect is never indifferent. They either appearlike ministers of divine
vengeance ; and their course through the
world is
marked by desolation and oppression, by poverty
andservitude; orthey aretheguardianangels
of
the country they inhabit, busy to averteven the most

302

TAE SPIRIT

distant evil, and tomaintain or procure peace, plenty,
and the greatest of human blessings, liberty.”
Such men,when they take the latter course, and
become the guardian angels of the country they inhabit, arethearistocracyappointed
by God and
nature. Such men, therefore, should be selected by
kings for civil honours, and public functions of high
importance. If kings were republicans in the proper
sense, all the people would be royalists. But when
brillianthonoursandministerialemployments
are
bestowedon fools and knaves, becausetheywere
begotten by ancestors whom they disgrace, or poisees riches which they abuse, government becomes
a nuisance, and the people feel an aristocracy to be
little better than an automatonmachine, for promoting the purposes of royal or ministerial despotism.

SECTION XXVI.
The excessive Love of Dislinrtion and POWET
which prevails wherezer
the Spirit of Despotim exists, deadens some of the finest Feelings of
the Heart, and counteracts the Laws of Nature.

IN a system of manners, which renders the possession
of richesmorehonourablethanthepossession
of
virtue, which attaches a degree of merit to hereditary rankand nominal distinctions, aboveallthat
personal exertions can possibly acquire, the natural
ideas of right and wrong are confounded; and man,
becomes a depraved, artificial animal, pursues preeminence in society, by counteracting nature, as well
as by violating justice.
That he counteracts nature, under such a system,
will be evident, on considering the present state of
conjugal union amaog those who appear to place the
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chlef good of man in riches, splendour, title, power,
andcourtlydistinctions.
Love is every day sacrificed, by the loveliest of the species, on the altar of
pride.
The fine sensibilities of the heart, if suffered t o
influence the choice of a companion for life, migllt
lead to family degradation. ‘‘Nature then, avaunt,”
(exclaims Aristocracy.) ‘‘Love is a vulgar passion.
The simplest damsel, that slumbers under the roof
of straw, feels it inall its ardour. Daughter, you
have nobler objects than mere nature presents. Remember yourbirth.You
must make analliance
which may aggrandize the family, which may add
title to our riches, or new brilliancy to our title.”
I n vain have the Loves and the Graces moulded
hershapeand
face with the nicestsymmetry.
In
vain has art added her finest polish to the work of
nature. Poor Iphigeniamust
be sacrificed. Her
heart,
peradvellture,
has chosen its mate, and
happy would she be, if she could renounce all the
embarrassments of highfortune, andemulatethe
turtle-clove of the vale. But no; she must not tell
her love. Perhaps the object of it is only a commoner; perhaps he is only a younger brother; perhaps hehaslittletoreconmendhimbut
youth,
sense,honour,andvirtue.
H e cannotkeep her an
equipage. He has no mansion-house. Yet her
heart inclines to him, and both God and nature approve her choice; but neitherherheart, nor God,
nor nature, will be heard, when pride and aristocratical insolence lift up theirimperious voice, and
command her to remember her rank, and keep up
the family dignity.
Lord
* is introduced as a suitor, under the
father’s authority. Lord
* irduences five or
six baroughs, and the junction of such an interest
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with that of the family must, in all human probability, secure a riband, and perhaps a marquisate.
His lordship is twenty years older than
poor Iphigenia. His life has been spent, from infancy, in the
midst of luxuries and pleasures, to speak of it in the
softest terms. He has a livelyjuvenilepertness
about him ; but his person has all the marks of a
broken constitution.
BehoId, then, the suitor, alighting from a high
phaeton, beautifully adorned with coats of arms, not
only on the sides and back, but on the lining, drawn
by four cream-coloured ponies, and followed by two
fine figures ofmenin
white liveries, with horses
in everypart,
richlycaparisoned,anddisplaying,
where it is possible, coronets of silver.
Iphigenia appears delighted at the honour of his
proposal,thoughherheart,whenshereclineson
her pillow, feels a pang of regret which no language
can describe. The struggle between love and pride
is violent ; butitpasses
in secret. She hears of
nothing among her companions, but of the great alliance she is going to make with an aucient and illustrious family. Splendid mamions, glittering
carriages,
birth-day dresses, flit before her imagination. Above
all, the delightful i+a that she shall take precedence
of those whonow think themselves her equals and
superiors, dispels every thought of love. As to the
man, the husband, he is scarcely consideredat all, or
he must beconsidered with disgust. But his title,
his house in town, his mansions and parks in the
country, his parliamentaryinterest,thefavour
in
which he stands at court, the brilliant appearance he
makes in the realms of fashion ; these, added to a
father's influence, determine Iphiweuia at once to
9
forget the object of her love, and p v e her hand to
deformity, disease, and folly. She marries : the

-

OF DESPOTISM.

305

family esfates and influence are united, and the battered, worn-out bridegroom becomes, intime,
a
marquis.
The puny offspriug of swh connubial alliances are
trained in the same idolatrous veneration of rank,
title, and grandeur ; and woman, formed to love and
he beloved, sacrifices her happiness to famlly pride,
and lives and dies a legal prostitute, without once
tasting the exquisite and natural delight of virtuous,
equal, and sincere affection.-Taught from the cradle
t o believe herself a superior being, she is cheated of
thehappiness whichfalls t o the Lot of those mho
view their fellow-creatures as one great family, and
are not too proudto partake of the common banquet of
life, and to choose a partner like the turtleof the vale.
N o w mark the consequence. In no rank of society
is conjugal happiness more rarely found than among
tllose who have imbibed most copiously the aristocratical principles of selfish pride. The present age
abounds with public and notorious instances ofinfelicity of this sort in the highest ranks of society. It
would be painful to dwell upon them. I drop a tear
of pity on the lovely victims todespotism, and let
the curtain fall.
But surely thatdegree of pride, nursed by illconstructed systems of society,which leads to the
violation of the firstlaw of nature, and produces
kind, ought to be dismisery of theseverest
graced and reprobated by all who have hearts sufficiently tender to sympathize with the sufferings of
their fellow-mortals. Love, and thenatural affections betweenhuman creatures, are the sweetingredients which Providence has thrown into the cup
of life, to sweetell thebitter beverage. Andthat
state of society,which divests manof his nature,
which,renders him afactitious creature, which hardens
VOL. v.
X
'
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hisheart
with selfishness, andswells
him with
the morbid tumours of vanity, deserves execration.
It increases all the natural misery of man, and withholds the anodyne.
Something may be said in excuse for the moreamiable part of the species, when they discard love from
their bosoms to indulge pride. Their haughty fathers
too often inculcate the lesson of pride from the earliest infancy ; and teach them to think nothing really
beautiful and lovely, which is not marked byfashion,
or varnished by titles, riches, and heraldic honours.
The men in generalset them theexample.They
lavish their love OD the courtesan, and follow prudence in the choice of a wife; that is, they seek not
a heartthatbeats
in unison with their own, but
a legal connection which increases their fortune, or
aggrandizes their situation. A marriage of love, a t
an age when the heart is most prone
to it, is considered as a folly and a misfortune, unlessit advances
the man in society. The women learn to retaliate,
and to give their hands without their hearts; gratifying pride at the expenseof love.
I
W h e n truth, justice,reason, and nature are little
regarded, in competition with the desire of distincof destion, which is the case wherever the spirit
potism has insinuated itself, all true and solid happiness will be sacrificed
for
theappearance
of
superiority in birth,in possessions, inhousesand
carriages, and above all, in court favour. The tenderest ties of consanguinity, affinity, and friendship,
snap asunder when opposed tothe force of any thing
which is likely to contribute to personal splendour
or family pride, political consequence, influence at
elections, and finally, tothehonoursconferred
by
royalty. The little aspirants to subordinate degrees
of despotism, are continually crawling up the hill,
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ever looking at the brilliant object on the summit, and
leaving below, all that love and nature teach
them
to embrace.
From this principle, unnatural as it is, arises the
anxious desire ofaristocratical bigotsto make, as they
express it, an eldest son; to starve, or ‘at least to
distress a dozen sons and daughters, in order to
leave behind them one greatrepresentative, who
may continue to toil in the pursuit of civil preeminence, for the gratification of family pride. The
privileges of primogeIliture tend to establish a class
of individuals all over the land, who are interested,
and sufficientlyinclined, from prideas well as interest, to promotethespirit
of despotism. They
would have no objection tothe feudal system, in
which the only distinction was that of lordsand
vassals. Not contented with engrossing the property
which ought to be shared among their brothers and
sisters, they claim privileges in consequence of their
property, and, in proportion to their acres assume a
lead in their counties, which ought only to be conceded to integrity united with talent.
W h e n the laws of nature, and eternal truth and
justice, are violated, no wonder that despotism advances, and man is degraded.

SECTION XXVLI.
On the Opinion that the People are annihilated or absorbed in Parliament; that the Voice of the People is no where to be heard but in
P a r l i a m t ; and on similar Doctrines,tending to deprecinle the

People.

THERE
is no doctrine so absurd but pride and selfishness will adopt and maintain it with obstinacy, if it
be conducive to their gratihtion. Alexander, it is
x2
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said,really believed himself a qod.Thevilest
of
theCasars demandeddivine
h o n o ~ m . Many instances areon record of wretched beings, with hardly
any thing worthy of n ~ a nabout them, forgetting, in
consequence of a little elevation above others, that
they were mortals ; behavingwiththewickedness
and cruelty of devils, and at the same time arrogating the power and dignity
of the celestial nature. It is
related of Hanno, the Carthaginian, that he taught
starlings to say r c Deus Hanno ;”# and that when a
verylargenumberhadlearnedtheir
lesson, he
turned them loose into the woods, hoping that they
would teach the wild birds on the trees to repeat, the
same words,anti that thus the divinity
of Hanno might
be wafted into the remotest regions, and become the
worship of the universe. Such conduct appears to
resemble the racingsof the poor lunatic, who crowns
himself, as he sits in his desolate cell, with a crown
of straw, and imagines, wl~ile11e sways a sceptre of‘
the same materials, thatheisanemperor.But
in
truth, the pride of despots, 1. mean those m410 have
all the dispositions of despots, though they may not
have the diadems, displays many of the symptoms of
downrightlunacy.Pride
is allowedbythe
physicians to have a powerful effect in turning the brain ;
and though it may not always fit the unhappy sufferer for Bedlam,yet commonly renders him unfit
for the offices of social life.
Shocking as madness is, it sometimes behaves in
a manner which turns pity into laughter. Can any
thiug be more ridiculous, than the insolence of some
persons, who havingadoptedhigharistocratical
notions, to correspond with their high birth, high
titles, andhigh rank, declare thattheyknow
not
what is meant by the people out of parliament ; that
* Hanno is n God.
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they do not acknowledge the political existence of
the people, hut on the benches of St. Stephen’s
chapel? Individuals of lorn degree they nlay know,
and employ in their service, but they know nothing
of the people, as millions of men, possessing rights
or power. “ The constitution” (say they) ‘‘knows
nothing of thepeopleconsidered
as individuals.”
King, lords, and commons constitute the nation; but
what is meant by the people they cannot divine. A
mob they know, and would always have them dispersed hy the military, as soon as two or three are
gathered together ; but the people, as a part of the
constitution, they never could discover.
Mr. Burke, the great Coryphaeus of aristocracy,
says, ‘‘As a people can have no right to a corporate
capacity without universal consent, so neither have
they a right to hold exclusively any landsinthe
name a n d title of a corporation. On the scheme of
the present rulers in our neighbouring country, regenerated as they are, they have no more right to
the territory called France than I (Edmund Burke)
have. W h o are these insolent men, calling themselves the French nation, that would monopolize this
fair domain of nature? Is it because they speak a
certain jargon ? Is it their mode of chattering ? The
crowd of men on the other side of the Channel, who
have the impudence to call themselves a people, can
never be the lawful exclusive possessors of the soil.”
How trulylaughable
tohear
an individnal, Mr.
Edmund Burke, taxing twenty-six millions of human
creatures with impudence, for presuming to call
themselves a people ! I must smile at such absurdity,
while I sincerely lament that this ingenious man has
missed the opportunity of raising his family to the
peerage, the grand object of so many years indefatigable labour, by a loss never to be repaired, and
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in which every feeling heart must sympathize.
Ambition,what
artthoutothefeelings
of a father,
exclaiming,likeDavid,
(‘0 Absalom, my son, my
son !” The great teacher death shows the vanity of
all human aspirations after sublunary glory. H e who
loses a son in theprime of life and the career of
honour, may learn to weep overthe thousands, whose
dearest relatives have been cut off by the sword of
war, in consequence of doctrines which he maintained by a gaudy display of his eloquence, without
foreseeingor regarding the calamitiesthey had a
tendency to produce.
The subtlewritergoesonandobserves,that
cc W h e n the multitude” (from the context he means
a majority of the people) are not under the habitual
social discipline of the wiser, more expert, and more
opulent, they can scarcely be said to be in civil society. . .When youseparatethe common sort of
men from their proper chieftains, so as to form them
into an adverse army, I no longer know that venera disbanded
able object called the people,insuch
awhile they
race of desertersandvagabonds.For
may be terrible indeed ; but in such
a manner as
wildbeasts are terrible.Themind
owes to them
no sort of submission. They are, as theyhave
always been reputed, rebels. They
may lawfully be
fought with and brought under, whenever an advantage offers.”
W h a t gave rise to these elucidations he has told
us a few pages before. “The factions now so busy
amongst ns, in order to divestmen of all love qf
theircountry,andtoremovefromtheirminds
all
duty with regard to the state, endeavour to propagatean opinion thatthe people, in forming their
cornmanwealth, have by no means parted with their
power over it!’’ Horrendum dictu !

.
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any of their schemes-their answer is-

it is the act of the people, and that is su5cient!The people are masters of the commonwealth; because in substance they are the commonwealth! The
French revolution, say they, was the act of the majority of the people; and if the majority of any other
people, the people of England for instance, wish to
make the same change, they have the same right.Just the same, undoubtedly. That is, none at all.”
Such is the doctrine of this warm partisan of
aristocratical distinction. But what say seven or
eight millions of good people, who wish nothing, in
their interference in politics, but to secure and extend their ownhappiness,and
to make allothers
happy within thesphere of their influence? Let
them say what they please, their remonstrance must
not be heard. They are political non-entities; they
are, as pride commonly calls inferiors in private life,
nobody, or people whom nobody knows.
But now comes the tax-gatherer. These nonentities must find real tangible money to pay for the
salaries of places, to pay pensions, and the interest
of money advanced for the waging of wars, said to
be in defence of law, order, and religion. It will
not do to plead that they have no political existence.
A very considerable part of their property, the produce of their labour, must be anmally paid for the
support of those who have the effrontery to say the$
are not visible, as a majority of individuals, in the
eye of the constitution.
At a general election, would any candidate for a
considerable city or county dare to advance such
opinions respecting the insignificance, or rather nonexistence, of the people, as have been advanced by
borough members, in their zeal for power and prerogative? The people would deny the doctrine
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with a voice loud enoughto silence the most obstreperous declaimer.
Mr. .Burke will make 110 new converts to this
opinion. The tory party had adopted it previously
to the instruction of theirsanguine advocate. I t
was always one of their principles. The people
themselves will certainly reprobate ideas which lead
to their political annihilation, in every respect, but
in the privilege of contrituting to the public revenue.
But one cannot be surprised at any wild assertions
of a man who writes under the impulse of passion.
Anger, inflamed by mortified pride,seems to animate alnlost everysentence of his late invective.
And what are we to think of the whiggism of one,
who, in the commencement of the alarm concerning
French principles, is said to have proposed to Mr.
Fox to join together (these are the
verywords of
the proposal)in“frowning
down the doctrines of
liberty.”” The proposer must have no small opinion
of himself,when he imagined that, assisted by one
more, (though he were as great a man as Fox) he
could frown down the doctrines of liberty. Jupiter
shook Olympus with a nod; and Burke was to discountenanceliberty,andannihilatethe
political
existence of a people, with a frown.
Divisum imperium cum Jove Burkus habet.

I revere the private virtues of the man. 1 feel and
admire his excellence as a writer. I deplorethe
mistake wbich has led him togratify the few in
power, at the expense of millions of his fellow-creatures, who would have rejoiced in such an advocate
against the influence of the despotic spirit. Imperial
p m e r has means enough to maintain itself. Genius

* See Mr. Iyyvill s Letter to Mr. Pitt, page ~ Q S ,
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should everespouse the cause of liberty, and of
those who have no standing armies, no treasury, no
tribe of dependents, nothing to stand their friend,
but a good cause, which, in a corrupt state of society,
is too often defeated by a bad one.
May the people, in ai1 climates which the sun views
in his daily progress, prove their political existence
by their public virtue! May despotslearn to fear
the power of those whose happiness they have dared
to destroy. In our own country, we have a king
who rules in the hearts of his people, and who would
therefore be the first to reject the doctrines of Mr.
Burke, which tend to sink the people, as a majority
of individuals, into a state of insignificance. May
the people claim and preserve their rights, in defiance
of all over-ruling influence, and all sophistical declamatioll. Butlet them pursuetheirphilanthropic
ends with steady coolness. Let them respect thewselves, and act consistently with their dignity. Let
not a single drop of blood be shed, nor a single mite
of property unjustly seized, in correcting abuses, and
recovering rights. Let then1 pass a glorious act of
amnesty, andgenerouslyforgivetheir
enemies ;
proving to an admiring world, that a great people
can be gentleand merciful to frail, erring individuals, while it explodestheir
errors, and calmly
evinces, by virtuous energies, its own political
existence and supreme authority.
SECTION XXVIII.
The fashionable Contempt thrown on MT.Locke, and his Writings in
Favour o f Liberty; and on other Authors and Books e.pusing the
same Cause.

IT is an infdldllible proof of great abilities in a writer
who espouses the. cause of the people, when he is
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cavilled at, written against, and condemned by the
persons whose despoticprinciples he hasendeavoured to exposeandrefute.
It is asignthathe
has touched them to the quick, and left a sore place,
thesmart of which iscontinuallyurgingthemto
murmur. Theiraffected derision' andcontempt of
him are but transparent veils to hide the writhings of
theirtorturedminds;anawkward
mask to cover
the ugly features of impotent revenge, struggling,
of
throughpride, to conceal thepainfulenlotions
rage.
It is amusing to observe what mean and little arts
are used by these angry persons to lower the character of any writer, whose arguments they cannot refute. They hire a venal tool to write -his life, and
crowd it with everyfalsehoodandcalumny
which
party malice can invent, and popular credulitydissea
minate.Theyrelate,withoutexaminationinto
single fact, and decide, without the smallest attention
to candourorjustice.The
man istobehunted
down. Theministerand his creatures cry, havoc,
and let slip the
vermin of corruption.Thenewspapers, in daily paragraphs, discharge the venom of
abuse on his name. Venalcriticspourtheir
acrimonious censure, ingeneralterms,on
his compositions, which theycouldnotequal,anddarenot
examine with impartiality. Nick-names are fastened
on him; and whenever he is spoken of, all additions
of respectareomitted,
and, intheirplace,
Some
familiar andvulgarabbreviation
of his Christian
name is used to vilify hissurname.Poorartifices
indeed ! for while they expose the malice and weakness of those who use them, they leave the arguments
and doctrines of thewriterratherconfirmedthan
shaken by an attack so feeble.
It is not surprising,indeed,that
contemporary
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writers in favour of the people, whatever theirabilities,
and however convincing their arguments, are treated
with affected contempt, as often as they excite real
admiration. Envy always strikes at living merit.
The policy of the aspirants to arbitrary power unites
withenvy, to depress all who are rising t o public
esteem by personalexertion, by their own virtue,
independently of courtpatronage and hereditary
distinction. But it might be supposed that departed
genius, elevated, by the conspiring voice of nations,
to the highest rauk, would be surrounded with a
sanctity which would defend it from profanation. It
is not so. The love of power, in the hearts of mean
and selfish men, acknowledges no reverence for
genius. It has no reverential feelings beyond the
purlieus of a court. The false brilliancy of what i s
called high and fashionable life, is preferred by it to
the permanent lustre of all solid personal virtue.
Mr. Locke, therefore, one of the chief glories of
English literature, is to be depreciated, for he wrote
on the side of liberty. Possessing reason in greater
perfection than most men, he naturally inclined to
espouse the cause of man, without confining his regard to those who boasted adventitious honours, the
fantastic distinctions of birth, or the fortuitous advantages of fortune. These are few, compared with
the millions who constitute the mass of a commonwealth. His understanding,greatlyelevated above
the ordinary standard, clearly saw, that the purposes
of real philanthropy can be accomplished solely by
improving the condition of the many. They must be
taught to know and value their rights. They must
learn to reverence themselves, by feeling their importance in society. Such an improvement of their
minds will lead them to act consistently with their
dignity as rational creatures, and as members of a
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community whiuh they love, and the welfareof which
they find to depend upon their own virtue.
Mr. Locke was certainly stimulated to write his
book on government by these philosophical and philanthropicideas.Inpursuance
of those ideas,he
wished to support, by doctrines favourable to general liberty, the revolution. Let us attend to his own
words in his Preface.
“ These papers,” says
he, I hope, are sufficient
to establish the throne of our great Restorer, our
present King William;
to makegood his title, in
the consent of the people, which beiug the only one
of all lawful governments,hehasmore
fully and
to
clearlythananyprinceinChristendom;and
justify to the world the people
of England, whose
love of their just and natural rights, with their resolution topreserve them, savedthenation
when it
was on the very brink of slavery and ruin.”
Mr. Locke’s book then tends directly to strengthen
the foundation of the throne on which the present
It is equallyfavourable to
royalfamilyisseated.
thekingandthepeople.Yetbecause
it is at all
favourabletothepeopleandthe
generd cause of
liberty, it is the fashion, in the aristocratical circles,
to revile it. I t is said tocontain the elements of
thosedoctrines which thephilosophers of France
have dilated, which gave independence to America,
a republic. I t issaid,very
andrenderedFrance
of Mr.
unjustly, tocontaintheseminalprinciples
Paine’smaturedandexpandedtree.Mr.
Locke,
therefore, the great defender of the revolution and
of King William, is reprobated by tory courtiers,
and numbered, by the aspirants to enormous ‘power
and privileges, to which they have no just and natural claim, amongthe ‘‘ miscreants, called philosophers.”
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Men who undertake to defend any thing contrary
to the common sense and common interest of mankind, usually hurt the side they intend to defend, by
promoting a discussion, and calling forth common
sense, excited by the common interest, to defend
its own cause. Thus Sir Robert Filmer’s bonk gave
rise both to Sydney’s and Locke’s defence of liberty.
Thus Mr. Burke’s Reflections on France drew forth
Mr. Paine’s Rights of Man, in which is much excellent matter,mingledwith
a blameable censure of
limited monarchy. Thus Salmasius’smercenaryinvective againstthe republicans of England in the
last century, provoked thegreat Milton, scarcely
less eloquent in prose than in poetry, to defend the
right of the people of England to manage, in t h i r
own country, their own concerns, according to their
own judgment and inclination.
Milton and Locke aregreat names on the side
of liberty. But Miltonhas been treated contemptuously; and some have shown a spirit illiberal
enough to detract from his poetry in revenge for his
politics. His last biographer, Dr. Johnson, who had
many early prejudices wl1ic.h his most vigorous reason
could not to the last snhdue,was, by early prejudice, a violent tory and jacohite. I think there is
reason to believe, that he would have been easily
made a convertto popery. His high-church and
high-prerogative principles led him to speak less
honourably of Milton than he must have done if he
had viewed him through a mediunlundiscoloured.
Milton was a Ureater man than Johnson; and though
b
I condenln 111111
for his bitter hatredto monarchy
and episcopacy, yet,in extenuation, let it he COLIsidered how much monarchyand episcopacy had been
abused in his time, and how much more friendly to
freedom they both are in our happier age. Miltou
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discovered a noble spirit of independence, and his
writingscontainsome
of the finestpassages that
everwerewritten
in vindication of civilliberty.
They contributedtoraisethatspirit
which afterwards produced our happy revolution; and
I have
no doubt but that Milton would have rejoiced under
a limited monarchy. It is to writings and to a spirit
like his, mankind are indebted for the limitation. If
honest andable minds, like Milton’s, hadnotappeared on the part of the people, it is probable that
no such thing as a limited monarch would have been
found on the face of the earth ; and the family now
on the British throne would have been known only
in the petty dynasties of the German empire.
Free spirits are therefore to be pardoned in some
errors which the propensity of human nature to err
must ever render venial; and the general tendency
of their writings to make the mass of mankind free
docand happy, ought to secure attention to their
trines, and honour to their names. The enemiesto
thespirit ofdespotism have seen,with pain,the
attempts to lessen these great men in the eyes of the
worldextended to writers of lessrenown,but of
more recent date. They have seen
men, good men
in private life, and philosophers,whosediscourses
andlettershavegainedthenoticeandesteem
of
every enlightened country, reproached, vilified, persecuted,andalmostdestroyed,because,inconsequence of that fine understauding which had done so
much in philosophy, they made some discoveries in
politics which must forevermilitatepowerfully
agaiust the spirit of despotism. Voltaire, Rousseau,
Raynal,Price,Priestley,Paine,howeverdifferent
their characters,attainments,
and abilities, are all
vilified together, (because they have written admirablyontheside
of liberty,)all involved in oue

OF DESPOTISM.

3 19

indiscriminate torrent of obloquy. The partisans of
unlimitedpowerwould
persuade us, not only that
theywere knaves, but fools. Some of them have
very exceptionablepassages in their works;but
where, they treat ofcivil liberty, they plead the cause
of human nature. They bave not pleaded it nnsuccessfully. Political artifices cannot stifle truth
and common sense.
The independent part of mankind, who detest
parties and faction, and mean nothing but the happiness of their fellow-creatures, will do well to be
upon their guard against the misrepresentations of
those who would vilify a Locke, a Milton, a Sydney.
Let them read and judge for themselves. The men
who are anxious to witllhold or extinguish the light,
may fairly be suspected of intending to do evil.

SECTION XXIX.
Of the Despotism of Injuence; while the Forms of
stitution are preserved.

a free Con-

THEwords of a great lawyer, instructing the youth
of a nation at a celebrated university, must be supposed to be well considered. Blackstone, the grave
commentator, a€ter expatiating on the advantages
derived from the revolution, proceeds to remark,
that cL though these provisions have nominally and
in appearance reduced the strength of the executive
power to a muchlower ebb than in the preceding
period ; yet if, on the other hand, me throw into the
opposite scale the vast acquisition of force arising
from the riot act, and the annual expedience of a
standing army; and the vast acquisition of personal
attachment, arising from themagnitude
of the
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national debt, and the mannerof levying those yearly
millions that are appropriated io pay the interest;
we shall find that the crow11 has gradually and imperceptiblygainedalmostas
much influence as it
.has apparently lost in prerogative.”
Blackstone, consistently with the habits of his profession, expressed himself cautiously. H e says the
crown has gained almost as much influence as it has
apparentlylost in prerogative.Thereare
men of
great political judgment who think that it hasg-ained
more. The Houseof Commons has, in an ausplcious
hour, resolved,anditcanneverbetoooftenrepeated, that theinfluence of the crown has increased,
is increasing, and ought to be diminished. Influence
is more dangerous than prerogative.
It is a subtle
poison that acts unseen. Prerogative can be resisted,
as a robber; but influence is an assassin.
Lord Bolingbroke tells us, that we have lost the
spirit of ourconstitution; and therefore we bear,
from little engrossers of delegated power, what our
fathers would not have suffered from true proprietors
of the royal authority.”
Suchsuggestionsarecertainlyalarming.They
come from high authority, and are abundantly confirmed by recent transactions. The magnitude of the
national debt, and the share that almost every family
in the kingdom, directlyorindirectly, possesses in the
public funds, contribute, more than all other causes,
toincreasethe influence of the crown amongthe
mass of the people. But the debt is still increasing,
in consequence of war. Property in the funds is stilI
more widely diffused; the influence, in consequence,
moreextended.Liberty
may be moreeffectually
invaded by the influence of the stocks, than it ever
was invaded, in the days of the Stuarts, by the abuse
of prerogative.
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W e are happy in a king, who, making the happiness of the people his first object, certainly would
not avail himself of any advantages afforded by circumstances, to intrench upon their liberty. But he
it remembered, that ministers in this country, with
their favourites, often constitute an oligarchy.
This ministerial oligarchy may certainly abuse the
influence of the crown, so as to render itself virtuallysuperior
to the limited andconstitutional
monarchy. Should such ever
be
the
case, the
oligarchy will be a species of despotism, the more
formidable asthe more insidious ; possessing the
power, butdenyingthe
form. By a judicious distribution of favours, by alluringalltherichand
great t o its side, either hy hope or by fear, it may
erect a rampart, which the independent part of the
people, acting from no system, and disunited,' may
vainly seek to demolish. The monarch and the peo* ple may join hand in hand, without effect, against a
ministerial oligarchy, thusbuttressedby
a faction
composed of rank and wealth artfully combined,in
the meanest manner, for the basest purposes. False
alarms may be 'spread on the danger of property
from the diffusion of new principles, so as to drive
all who possess an acreof land, or a hundred pountls
in the public funds, within the ministerial pale. Reliuion may be said to be in danger, in order to bring
.?
m thedevoutand
well-disposed. Order may be
declared in jeopardy, that the weak, the timid, and
the quiet may be led,, by their fears, to unite with
wealth and power. Plots and conspiracies are common expedients of delusion. They have been used,
by profligate ministers, with such a total disregard
to troth and probability, that they now begin to lose
their effect. But how dreadful, if influence should
ever prevail with juries, to gratify the inventors of
VOL. v.
Y
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false plots, treasons, and conspiracies, by bringing
in verdicts favourable to the views of the villainous
fabricators!Englishjuriesareindeed
still uncorrupted. They are unconnected with courtsand
ministers. And the uncorrupt part of our system, in
cases of state trials, is able to prevent the mischief
which would be caused by the corrupt partof it. The
honest juries, in the late trials for treason, have not
only done honourto our country and
to human nature,
but added great strength to the cause of truth, justice, aud the constitution.
But it is truly alarming, to hear theverdicts of juries
obliquely impeqchedby eminent men in the legislative assemblies. There has appeared no stronger
gymptorn of the spiritof despotism, than the attempts
of courtiers and crown lawyers, in the public senate,
to vilify juries and their verdicts, given after a more
solemn and longer investigation than ever took place
on similar trials. Personsacquittedafter such an
ordeal, have been said to be no more innocent than
acquitted felons. That the peoplehave born such
an insult on theirmost valuable privilege, with
patience, is a proof that a tame acquiescence has
been produced amongthem,unknown to their virtuousancestors. It is to be hopedtheinsult will
stimulate future juries to preserve their rights with
jealous vigilance, and render them impregnable by
ministerial influence, directly or indirectly applied.
If the men who disapprove the verdicts of the virtuous juries, on the late occasions, had themselves
heenthe jurors, they would have given different
verdicts,pronounced theprisoners guilty, and assigned themovertotheresentment
of irritated,
aristocratic pride. So mighty is the despotism of
influeme, that neither justice nor mercy can check it
in the bread of a proud parasite.
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There is every reason to believe, (and the belief
is highly consolatory,) that juries will long continue
to presehe their integrity; because they are indiscriminatelyselected from the middle rank and the
mass of thepeople.
Influence cannotreachevery
individual in the luillions thatconstitute a great
nation. But we must remember that influence is inis to diffuse deadly
creasing;andthatitsnature
poison, without giving alarm. Like the air loaded
with infection, it silently and secretly wafts disease
into the strongest abodes of health, and penetrates
the castle, which is impregnable to the sword of the
open invader. Therefore, as influence increases,
the jealousy and vigilauce of the uninfected part
of the community should illcrease in proportion.
Thoughundue
influence may never operate on
juries, yet is there no danger lest it should, at some
distant period, contaminate the minds of judges and
crown lawyers, for whose obsequious interpretations
of law may be held up prizes most glittering in the
eyes of imagination, and most alluring to avarice
and vanity?
But grantingthat the foul stain of cotruption
should never spot the white robe of justice; that the
religion of an oath should still be revered, and conscience hold the balance with au even hand; yet is
there no danger lest thedespotism
of influence
should destroy the vitals of a free constitution, and
leave rmthing behind but the form, the exuviae, the
name? There was a senate under the vilest of the
Roman emperors, The British house of commons
might become, under a ministerial oligarchy, the
mere levee of a prime minister. They might meet
&
t
l
merely to bow and bow, receivetheirorders
douceurs, and then depart inpeace.
L.. ,.
The preeent state of the house of commons cannot
*
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be too generally known; and I therefore transcribe
the following passage from the " Proceedings of the
Society of the Friends of the People?'
'6 The condition of the house of commons is practically as follows:
'c Seventy-one peers and the Treasury nominate
ninety members, and procure the return of seventyseven, which amount to one hundred and sixty-seven
Ninety-one commonersnominate eishty-two members, and procurethereturn
of fifty-seven, which
amount to one hundred and thirty-nine."
So thatthe peers, theTreasury,and
rich cornmoners with influence equal to peers, return three
hundred and six members out
of five hundred and
thirteen, which is the wholenumber of English representatives in the house of commons. The Scotch
in this part of the
members arenotconsidered
Report.
TheSocietygivethe
names of the different
patrons at full length, to authenticatetheirstateauthenticity
ment;and I believe itsaccuracyand
have never been controverted.
and the
Afterobservingthatseventy-onepeers
Treasurynominateorprocurethereturn
of one
hundredandsixty-sevenmembers
of parliament,
who may vote away the people's money, and make
laws, with the other branches, to bind many millions,
let us remember, that at the commencement of every
session, the following resolutions are entered on the
Journals :
'' Resolved, that no peer of this realm hath any
right to give his vote in the election of any member
to serve in parliament. Resolved, that
it is a high
infringement upon the liberties and privileges of the
commons of Great Britain, for any lord of parliament, or any lord-lieutenant of any county, to con-
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cern themselves in the elections of members to serve
for the commons in parliament.”
The committee of the Friends of the People say,
‘‘ they have been the more disposed to take notice
of these resolutions, because the power of the house
of lords, in matters of election, has been prodigiously increased, within thelastten
years,by the
creation of nine peers, who return, by nomination
and influence, no less than twenty-four members to
the house of commons. If, therefore, theinterference of the Lords in the election of the commons
be, as the latter uniformly declare, a high infringement of their liberties and privileges, the committee
must report thoselibertiesandprivileges
to have
been of late subject to the most alarming and frequent attacks.’’
After producing factsthat defy denial, I confidently
leave every honest and sensible man in the kingdom,
unblindedbyprejudice,unwarped
by interest, to
determine whether the cause of liberty is not on the
decline, and the spirit of despotism likely to avail
itself of the general corruption of the aristocracy,
and the tame acquiescence of the people.
I leavethequestion
to be determinedby such
men, whether it is not possible that influencemay
in a country, even
create a completedespotism
while the forms of a free constitution are preserved
inviolate ?

SECTION

XXX.

The Spirit of Despotinn delights in War or systematic Murder.

‘‘THEpeople of

England are industrious, they are
peaceful, they wish t o enjoy the fruits of their indus-
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try without a war, and to recover their lost weight
in our mixed frame of government, without the
hazards of a revolution.
" It is from the prevalence of Mr. Burke's politics
alone, among the upper classes of society, that the
rise of any dangerous disaffection in this country is
to be apprehended. To the plain sense of Englishmen, a war commenced with France, on his principles, must appear t o be a war on French liberty, to
beat down the equitable claims of reformation here,
of
andeventually to destroy everyvaluableright
the people.
" Such will be the suspected motives for plunging
this country in a war, inwhich OUT fleets way be
victorious, but in which even Q U successes
~
must be
ruinous. For views thus wild and chimerical, the
nation, whose wounds received in the late war with
America are hardly yet closed up, must prepare to
bleed afresh. For objects thus odious and detestable,
theindustrious classes of' thepeople must forego
theircomforts; the shoulders, already galled with
taxes, the pernicious consequence of former injustice
and folly, must submit again to new and heavier impositions.
6' They will be cheerfully voted, no doubt, by
the f&hful colnrnons; butthe commons will no
longer enjoy the confidence of the public. Every
vote of credit orsupply will t.hen increase the general
disgust ; and should no greater disaster befal us, the
mere protractionof the war mustexhaust the patience
of a disabused people.
6' But what may be the contagiaus effect of French
opinions on a nation sick of the war of kings, groani n g under an intolerable load of taxes, and hopeless
of redress from men, whom they will cease to
consider as representatives, it is needless to state,
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To foresee it, is easy; to prevent it,mag be impossible.”
Thus far the excellent Wyvill, in a letter to Mr.
Pitt, in which he wisely dissuaded him from the
unfortunate and disgraceful war, of vhich that miuister must soon repent, though power and repentance do not usually unite. No dissuasion couId coo1
Mr. Pitt‘s heroic arclour, or check his Juvenile impetuosity. W a r was h~xstilycommenced. The consequences
were
foretold9 and the
Frediction
is
fulfilled.
But to an accurateobserver it is analarming
proof of the spirit of despotism, when the great are
eager to rush into war ; when they listen to no terms
of accommodation, andscorn to negotiate, in any
mode or degree, previously to unsheathing the dreadful iustrument of slaughte;. If war, instead of being
what it has been called, the ratio ulfima, becomes
the ratio prima regum, it is a proof that reason has
lost her empire, and force usurped her throne.
Fear is the principle of all despotic government,
and therefore despots make war their first study and
delight. No arts and sciences, nothing that contributes to the comfort or the embellishment of human
society, is half so much attended to, incountries
where the spirit of despotism is established, as the
means of destroying human life. ,Tigers, woIves,
earthquakes, inundations, are all innocuous to man,
when compared with thefiercest of monsters, the
gory despots.Fiends,
furies, demons of deatruetion ! may the day be near, when, as wolves have
been utterly exterminated horn England,despots
may be cut off from the face of the whole earth ; and
the bloody memory of them loaded with the execration of every human being, to whom Gud has given
a heart to €eel, and a tongue b utter !
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Wherever a particle of their accursed spirit is
found, there also will be found a propensity to war.
In times of peace, thegrandees find themselves
shrunk to the sizeof common mortals. A finer house,
a finer coach, a finer coat, a finer livery than others
can afford, is all that they can dkplay to the eye of
the multitude, in proof of their assumed superiority.
Their power is inconsiderable. But no soonerdo
you blowtheblast
ofwar, and putarmiesunder
their command, thanthey feel themselves indeed
great and powerful. A hundredthousand men, in
battle array, with all the instruments of destruction,
under the command of a few grandees, inferior, perhaps, in bodily strength, to every one of the subject
train, and but little superior in intellect or courage,
yet holding all, on pain of death, in absolute subjection; how must it elevate the little despots in their
live," (they exclaim,
own opinion! " This it is to
shaking hands with each other) " this is to be great
indeed. Now we feel our power. Glorybeto us
on high; especially as all our fame and greatness is
perfectlycompatible with our personalsafety; for
we will not risk our precious persons in the scene
of danger, but be content with our exteuded patronage, with the delight of commanding the movements
of -this human machine, andwithreading
of the
blood, slaughter, and burnt villages, in the Gazette,
at our fire-side."
All the expense of war is paid by the people, and
most of the personal danger incurred bythose, who,
according to same, haveno political existence; I
mean the multitude, told by the head, like sheep in
Smithfield.Many
of these troublesomebeings in
human form, are happily got rid of in the field of
battle, and more by sickness and hardship previous
or subsequent to the gloriow day of butchery. Thus
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all makes for thespirit of despotism. There are,
in consequence of a great carnage, fewer wretches
left to provide for, or to oppose its will ; and all the
honour, all the profit, all the amusement, falls to the
share of the grandees, thus raised from the insignificance and inglorious indolence of peace, to have
their names blown over the world by the trumpet of
Fame, and recorded in the page of history.
But a state of war not only gives a degree of personal importancetosomeamongthegreat,
which
they could never obtain by the arts of peace, but
greatly helps the cause of despotism. In times of
peacethepeopleareaptto
be impertinently clamorousfor reform. But in war, they must say no
more on the subject, because of the public danger.
I t would be ill-timed. Freedom of speech also must
be checked. A thousand little restraints on liberty
are admitted, without a murmur, in a time of war,
that would not be borne one moment during the balcyondays of peace. Peace, in short, is productive
of plenty, and plentymakes the peoplesaucy. Peace,
therefore, must not continue long after a nation has
arrived at a certain degree of prosperity. This is a
maxim of Despotism. Political phlebotomy is necesaary in a political plethora. " Bleed then1 u s p e ad
&liguium," (said the arbitrary doctor,) '' and I will
undertake that in fllture the patient shall be more
tractable.',
Erasmus, the friend of man, the restorer of civil
and religious liberty, has the following passage in a
Dissertation on War, lately translated into English
under the title of Antipolemus :
'' Therearekings who go to war for no other
reason than that they may with greater easeestablish
despotic authority over their own subjects at home.
For in time of peace, the power of parliaments, the
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dignity of magistrates, the vigour of the laws, are
great impediments to a prince who wishesto exercise
arbitrary power. But whenonce a war is undertaken, the chief management of affairs devolves on a
few, theministers of executivegovernment, who,
for the general safety, assume the privilege of conducting every thing according to their own humour,
demanding unrimitedconfidence.
The prince’s favouritesareallexaltedtoplaces
of honourand
profit. Those whom he dislikes are turned out and
neglected. Now-(the time of war) is the time for
raising as much money uponthe people as the
despot’s
heart can wish.-In short-now-the
time of war, is
the time that they feel themselves despots in very
deed and truth, not in name only, hut despots with a
vengeance. In themean while, thegrandeesplay
into one another’shands,untilthey
have eaten up
the wretched people, root and branch. Do you think
men of such dispositions would be backward to seize
any the slightest occasionfor war, so lucrative, so
flattering to avarice and vanity?,,
Language hasfound no name sufficientlyexpressive
of the diabolical villany of wretches in highlife, who,
without personal provocation, in
the mere wantonness of power, and for the sake of increasing what
they already possess in too great abundance,
rush
into murder ! Murder of the innocent ! Murder of
myriads ! Murder of the stranger ! neither knowing
nor caring how many of their feJlow-creatures, with
rights to life and happiness equal to their own, are
urged by poverty to shed their last drops of blood
in a foreign land, far from the endearments of kindred, to gratify the pride of a few at home, whose
despotic spirit insults the wretchedness
it firstcreated.
There is no greater proof of human folly and weakness than that a whole people should suffer a few

OF DESPOTISM.

aal

worthhs grandees, who evidently despise and hate
them, to make the world one vast slaughter-house,
that the grandees may have the more room to take
their insolent pastime in unmolested state. A man,
a reasonable being,a Christian, plunging thebayonet,
without passion, into the bowels of a man, for hire !
The poor creatures who actually do this (in despotic
countries) are but mechanical instruments of knaves
in power. Their poverty and not their will, consents. May Heaven’s sweet mercy, then, wash off
the blood stains from their hands, and reserve its
wrath for those whose thirst of power,which they
never had a . wish t o use for the good of man, leads
them to wade to it through seas of human gore !
Let any dispassionate man, uninfluenced by placemen, pensioners, contractors, and expectants of court
favour, impartially consider, from the earliest ages
to the present, the history of war. He must observe
that scarcely ally wars have been just and necessary;
though they almost all have claimed these epithets,
with a persevering formality which would excite
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ridicule, if ridicule were not lost in abhorrence. He
will find that folly, extreme folly, wearing a crown
instead of a fool’s cap, has, in many countries, from
the mere wantonness of mischief, cried, cc Havoc,
and let slip the dogs of war.” He will find that in
most countries (our own, of course, always excepted)
war has been eagerly sought, from policy, to divert
tbe people’s attention from domestic abuse, to aggrandiee those who build the fabric of their grandeur
on the ruins of human happiness, and to depress,
impoverish, and humble the people.
There is nothing from which the spirit of liberty
has sa much to fear, and consequently the spirit of
despotism so much to hope, as from the prevalence
of military government, supported by vast standing
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armies, and encouraged byallianceswithmilitary
despots on the continent of Europe. The whole
energy of thesound part of ourfreeconstitution
should be exerted in its full force to check a proud
minister, who rashly runs into a war, and notwithstandingaccumulateddisasters,
perseveres in its
prosecution. He canuothopeforvictory.
H e must
have some other motive for persevering against
all
rational hope. Let the people investigate the motive ;
and if it be inimical to liberty, let them succour her
in distress, by calling in her best auxiliary, peace,

SECTION XXXI.
Ou the Idea that we have arrived at Perfection in Politics, though a14
other Sciences are in a Progressive State.

THOSE
who have been fortunateenoughtohave
gainedpossession of honours,and profits, under a
corrupt system, well pleased with things as they are,
boldly contend that they cannotbebetter.
But
these,comparedwiththemass
of the community,
are few, and ultimately of little consequence. Their
opiniontherefore must not weigh againstany improvement which is likely t o promote the melioration
of human affairs. Let themenjoy unmolested the
luxuries of thetable, the splendour of equipages,
large houses, and every other external advantage,
which makeslittle men swellintofanciedimportance. In the mean time let every honest, benevolent
member of the community, who is satisfied with
being happy himself, without desiring to intrench on
the happiness of others, endeavour to reform abuses,
and promote every improvement which can render
human life (short as it is, aud full of calamity) more
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comfortable, and less exposedtothe
injuries and
contumelies of the proud oppressor.
Rewards areoffered for the discovery of the longitude at sea.Men are not only allowed but encouraged to prosecute their inquiries into all other arts
and sciences. But the grand art, the art of government, that is, the art of securing the civil happiness
of millions, is to be considered as sacred and inscrutable. Thosevery nlillionswhom it more immediately interests, dare not, if the despots could prevail,
to lift up the awful veil. Racks, gibbets, bowstrings,
chains, and prisons, are prepared, in n~ostof the
kingdoms of the world, to awe the curious, and check
thespirit of political improvement. Optimism has
long been established inthecourts
of despotic
princes. Whatever is, is right, say they ; for knowing that they stand on a rotten foundation, they fear
that the very fixing of the scaffold for repair would
precipitate the downfal of the whole fabric.
[ s it to be believed
that
governments
were
brought to perfection in early and dark ages, when
the minds of the great as well as the little were
envelopedin the mists of ignorance, and shackled
by the chains of superstition ? Is it reasonable to
supposethat they mho were narrow-minded,illinformed, childish, and barbarous in all other parts
of knowledge and of conduct, were liberal, wise, and
illuminated in the science and practice of government ; so liberal, so wise, so illuminated, as to strike
out at once a system complete inall its parts, and
such as could in no subsequent age, in no variety of
circumstances, admit of correction, addition, or melioration ? Did this wotlderful sagacity, approaching
to inspiration, produce any thing else, in any other
department, which defies all improvement, and challenges the respect and veneration of the latest pos-
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terity ? Reasoning from analogy, we must conclude,
that men, capable of establishing at once a perfect
system of government, must have producedother
inventions for theaccommodation and. security of
life, worthy to be preserved inviolate, and handed
down unaltered, till time itself be absorbed in the
ocean of eternity. But where shall we look for it?
The very question implies a doubt of its existence ;
forsingularexcellence,suchexcellenceas
approaches to perfection, cannot be concealed, but will
shine with its own lustre, and force observation and
wonder. Is thearchitecture of theseparagons of
wisdom superior,to the modern, in beauty or convenience ? Let us only walk the streets of London, and
mark those houses which were spared by the great
fire, and which may fairly be supposed improvements
on the more ancient fabrics. W e see them, contrary
to everyprinciple of common sense, with stories
projectingovereachother.
We seethem ugly,
mean, inconvenient. Let us proceed to the northwest parts of that great town. Take a view of Portland-place. Contrast the symmetry, the accommodation,the
magnificence, with the old edifices of
Holborn or Aldersgate,andbepersuadedthat
modernimprovements in governmentmight be as
much superior to the work of ancient bunglers, as
the elegantbuildings in our new squarestothe
old mansions now converted into inns, in the dirtiest
streets, in the most decayed districts
of the metropolis.
Man is a progressive animal, and his advance towards improvement is a pleasurablestate.Hope
cheers his path as he toils up the hill that teads him
to something better than he has yet experienced, on
its gay summit gilded with sunshine. The labour of
the ascent is a delight. But if he cannot help cow
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ceiving, from a sense of grievances which he feels,
something excellent, to which he is prohibited by

coercion from approaching, hope sickens, and ill
humour succeeds to complacency. Hence arises a
disagreement between the governed and the governors ; and the governors being possessed of present
power, use force and rigour to stifle the murmurs of
complaint. Coercionbutincreasesthe
ill humour,
which often lies latent,
like the fires of a volcano,
for a considerable time, bnt at last bursts forth with
irresistible fury. I t is wise, therefore, as well as just,
in all governors, who have a regard for any thing
but their present and private interest, to encourage
discussion, to seek improvement of the system, and
to reject no reformproposed by great numbers;
witbout a cool, a temperate, and a long deliberation.
The reasons for rejection should be clearly stated,
with the utmost regard to openand ingenuous behaviour ; and those ,who remain unconvinced, after all,
should not be treated with asperity. Every individual, in a free country, has a right to approve or
disapprove the system under which he lives, without
peril or controul, while he preserves the peace. His
peaceable deportment and
acquiescence in theopinion
of others, contrary to his own conviction, renders
him a very meritorious character.
H e may be won
over by gentleness; but force only tends to excite
the violence which it would imperiously repel.
But to tell a man of sense, reading, and reflection,
that he must not venture to entertain an opinion on
political matters, or the existing government, different from that of the minister and the herd of courtiers, is an impotent endeavour to exercise a despotism over his mind, against which nature revolts, and
a manly spirit must rebel. Such et man can usually
judge of governments, and allthe institutions of
aocid life, better than mere,men of bminess, how-
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everhightheirrank
or importanttheir employments ; far better than courtiers, eccupied
in vain
ceremonies, and usually as little able as inclined to
enter into deep disquisition.
Indeed it is difficult to avoid laughing at the extremeignorance of crownedheads themselves, in
despotic countries, when one contrasts it with the
importancethey assume, and the pomp and splenroyal persons
dour withwhich theytransfertheir
from place to place. Thesightistruly
ludicrous.
Are thesethe men, occupied, as they usually are,
in the meanest trifles and the most degrading pleasures, vho tell us that the government over which
they preside, is a perfect system, and that the wisest
philosopher knows not how to govern mankind; that
is, to consult their happiness
and security, so well
as themselves, neglected as they have been i n youth,
and corrupted in rnanho9d by panders to theirvices,
and flatterers of their foibles, their pride, and- their
is reason to believe that many
ambition?There
kings, in despotic kingdoms, havebeenless
well
educated, and possess less abilities, than a common
charity-boy, trained in a parish school to read. and
write. Yet these are the men who, with their upstart
creatures, presume to call philosophers wretches, and
to condemn the Voltaires, the Rousseaus, the Sydneys, the Harringtons, and the Lockes.
There are persons, e,ven in countries where lirnited royalty is established, who are for ever extolling
the constitution, with all the abuses that have insinuated themselves into it, interms of extravagant
and unqualified praise. They talk against better
knowledge, and may therefore be suspected of some
sinister motive. Theycan see defects as well as
others; but they assume the worst of all blindness,
that which is voluntary.
The truth is, these men, for the most part, are
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such as would not like the constitution in its purity,
because in its purity the constitution is really excellent, and highly favourable to the liberty which they
hate. The constitution,in
its purity, renders the
people of consequence, whose political existence
theyare inclined tocontrovertordeny.
But the
constitution, in its state of corruption, is favourable
to prerogative, to aristocratical pride and influence,
to tory and jacobitical principles; therefore it is, in
their eyes, criminal tohandle it, to hint at its improvement, to remove a grievance,or reform an abuse.
The whole, together, though 'violated every day by
corrupt influence, they affect to consider as a written charter, dropt down from heaven,likethe old
Roman Ancilia, and therefore scarcely t o be viewed
by vulgar eyes, and certainly not to be touched by
the hand of the profane people.
Despotisin is so ugly i n its form, and so hostile,
in its nature, to human happiness, that
no wonder
those who wish to diffuse its spirit are inclined
to
check and discourage among the people all political
investigation. But let it be a rule amoug those who
really value liberty and the constitution, to use the
more diligence i n political discussions, in proportion
as courtiers and ministers display a wish to suppress
political writings and conversations; and disseminate
the doctrine, that tllings are so well constituted as
neither to require nor admit any improvemeut.

SECTION XXXII.
to throwPowerinto
the
Hands of the worst Part of Manlrind, nnd to render Government an
Inrtituiion calculated t o enrich and oggrandize a f e w , at the expense.f the fiberty, Propaty, and Lioes .f the many.

On Political Ethics; their chief Object is

IN the
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schools of early discipline, where youth is
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usuallyinitiatedinthestudies
of humanity, h e n
aretaught
to believe thatvirtue
is founded on
eternal truth, and that the distinctions of right and
wrong are ps clearly definable as those between the
meridiansunshine and the midnightshade.They
are told, from the highest authority, that happiness
is to befoundin
rectitude of conduct;andthat
under all circumstances, whatever may be the consequence, nothing can justify the dereliction of integrity. The sacredscriptures, the ancientphilosophers, parental authority, the lawsof their country,
and the proclamations of kings, all combine to convince them that morality is founded on the rock of
truth, and that governments are sincerein their professions to encourage those who do well, and be a
terror only to the evil.
Why was a nationalchurchinstitutedand
supported at a great expense, but to enforce among the
people the laws of God, as paramount to aft human
laws, and superseding the wretched devices of state
policy? Government, by entering into a strict
alliance with the church, certainly engages to support
the doctrines of Christian morality; and it is no less
impiousin a king or a minister to promote or increase any public measures repugnant to Christian
morality, than it would be in the bench of bishops.
When we enterourlibraries,
we find ourselves
surrounded withauthors,
celebrated far ages by
the most enlightened part of the world, who teach
the immutability of truth, enforce the purest doctrines
of morality, and endeavour to fouud the dignity and
happiness of human nature on the basis of virtue.
But let us leave a moment the school, the church,
the library, and enter a court and a cabinet. There
Machiavelian etbics prevail ; and all that has been
previously inculcated appears like the W cd tha-
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tlursery, calculated to amuse babes, and lull them in
the lap of folly. The grand object of counsellors is
t o support and increase the power that appoints to
splendid and profitableoffices, with little regardto the

improvement of human affairs, the alleviation of the
evils of life, and the melioration of human nature.
The restraints of moral honesty, or the scruples of
religion, must seldom operate on public measures so
as to impede the accomplishment of this primary and
momentous purpose. A little varnish is indeedused,
t o hide the deformity of Machiavelism; but it is so
very thin, and so easily distinguished from the native
colour, that it contributes, among thinking men, to
increase the detestation which it was intended to
ex tenaate.
Thus, for instance, treaties between nations corn
mence with a most solemn avowal of good faith, in
the name of the Father, theSon, and the Holy Ghost.
Great and mighty nations, professing Christianity,
maintaining B church, andunited most intimately
with the church, enter into agreements,under this
awful sawtion, and break them without the least reluctaa~ce,whnever a cabinet minister finds it in his
incliuatim, or imagines it his interest to cause a
rupture. The Father, the Sun, and the Holy Ghost
MD liMe thought of; but the great object is to strike a
Mow with advantage, before the adverse nation is on
ib guard, and while it is relying on the treaty.
Another instance of political religion is conspicnom -in tbe prevailing practice
of rendering the
eorolmds of tha ctBElrCh subservient tothe minister,
in mcaring~him a majority, and facilitating what is
called hie principal duty, the management of the
semk
The Roman pantiilk, while in &e rank of hihior
~ k r a ptnd
j evert of mdina1s, bwe exhibited the
22
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appearance of great piety, and a religious regard to
truth and justice; but when advanced to
the triple
mitre, and become, in fact, kings, they have usually
at
become perfectly secular in their public conduct
home, andintheirconnectionswithsurrounding
nations, and have pleaded, in excuse, state necessity.
Butcananynecessityarisetoviolatetheeternal
laws of truth and justice ? Is religion a leaden rule,
in the hands strong enough to bend
it to their various
purposes? Pope Julius the Second appears to have
been one of the very worst princesthat ever reigned.
H e delighted in war, while he professed to be the
representative of thePrince
of Peace. H e was
guilty of oppression and injustice; and while he pretended to be feeding the sheep of Christ, gave himself no other concern but how he might secure the
fleece. Y e t allhisconductwaspalliated,bythe
politicians around him, from the plea of state necessity. Morality and religion gave
way to the system
of political ethics; and he, who ought to have blessed
mankind, and to have preached peace, became their
I
oppressor,
despot,
and
unrelenting
murderer.
mention Julius only a3 a striking instance, and hunof thedepravedsystem
dreds maybeadduced,
which rules cabinets, and which, for the gratification
of the few, rendersthemanymiserable.
N o Machiavels can ever justify, in the eyes of God, or of
menuninfluencedby
corruption, any politics, however subtle and able, which, for the sake of agqrandizing a nation,(an
abstract idea,)much
less of
gratifying a court, render all the individuals of the
nation so to be aggrandized, poor, wretched, insecure, and slavish.
L e t us suppose a nationenteringmosteagerly,
and withqut listening one momentto terms.of m o m modation,- into a most dangerous war, professedly to
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exterminatethebadprinciples.and
morals of a
neighbouring people, and to defend law, order, and
religion. It is impossibletoimagine
butthat
a
nationacting in thismanner,and
with this profession, mustregulateallits
ownpublicconduct,
especially in a war of this kind, according to the
strictest law, order, and religion.
Will that nation oppose an armed neutrality, instituted to prevent the interruption of neutral commerce? Will she maintain her reputation for justice, if she should be the first and most violent in
destroying this neutrality? W i l l she break the law
of nations, by insulting ambassadors? Will she take
up arms, and actually fight in defence of popery,
after professing herselfat the head of protestantism,
and the opposer of all intolerant superstition? Will
she, after declaring herself the friend of order, religion, and liberty, enter into alliances with and subsidize theplunderersandoppressors
of Poland?
W i l l she, pluming herself upon the love of order
and religion, and detesting the cruelty of the nation
with whom she is at war, suffer Asia to be pillaged,
and its inhabitants to be slaughtered by her own
sons; or encourage the Indiansto attack her brethren
in North America; or hire mercenaries
of German
princestodothe
work of death,in a contest in
which theyhave no immediate concern? Will she
endeavour to starve a whole nation, with whom she
is at war, not only the rulers and warriors, but infants, women, and old people, by preventing the importation of corn ? Will she forge assignats ? Will
she continue the slave trade?
A conduct like this appears to be not o d y inconsistent with the pretended defence of law, order, and
religion, but at once proceeding from the spirit of
despotism, and promotive of it. IC is certain that a
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man in private life, acting in this manner, would.be
thought a bad man, a man destitute of principle, and
with whom it would be scarcely less dangerousto be
on terms of professed friendship than of open enmity. But actions do not alter their nature with the
paucity or multiplicity of the actors; and a nation
may be guilty of perfidy, as atrocious and contemptible in its natureas an individual, and infinitely more
mischievous. Certainly the advisers and abettors of
such conduct do not take the most effectual means
of recommending to mankind that monarchy which
they wage war to reestablish.
They are hurting the
cause of kings
- i n the minds of independent men and
of posterity, while they blindly appear to themselves
to be promoting it with the greatest energy.
' Whatever may be urged by sophists or politicians,
it is certain that the great eternal laws of truth and
justice cannot be violated with impunity. The violation may answer some sordid andtemporaryparpose; but in the end, it must be injurious, if not
fatal.Truth,
like the sun in the heavens, is one.
The clouds indeed are variegated; but then they are
insubstantial, and of momentaryexistenee.
So is
falsehood. It can assume any colour. But time
causes the hues to fade ; and truth bursts forth with
new effulgence. W e see despotism gradually withdrawing from thefinest countries of Europe. It must
depart, at last, from all, for it is opposed by reaeou
and nature. They who endeavour to render it permanent, labour iu vain; but a t the same time, they
may detain it. a while, and cause, in the interval,
misery and carnage.
Let us reject all Machiavelism, all political ethics,
that contradict the acknowledged principles of truth
and moral honesty. There can be no legitimate goverrnnen4 which i s not- founded a d supported b . ~
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systems of conduct favourable to the happiness of
human creatures,-the great mass of the people.
Good government cannot be formed on the basis of
falsehood and chicanery. Letthe government of
England ever stand on the square, solid, upright
pedestals of truth and justice, and it must defy every
shock, but the convulsion of the world's dissolution.

SECTION x;ruuIT.
On traj'icking with the Cure of Souls, (Cura Animarum,) for the
Purposes of Political, i. e. Moral, Corruption.

THEparish priests of aprotestant country, when
thev are, what they ought to be, andwhatthey
woild usually be, if it were not for political influence,
Christian orators and Christianphilosophers, are the
most useful body of men, considering their numbers
and their power, in thewhole
community. The
good they are able to do is beyond all estimate; but
unfortunately, it is a sort of good not always taken
into the account of those who are in pursuit of more
palpableadvantages,solid
gold, high station, and
dominionover their fellow-creatures. Theproper
business of the clergy is to mortify this very pride,
the indulgence of which is, to their courtly patrons,
sumneum bonum, the chief good of existence.
These persons, not having time or inclination to
attend to religion, or any thing but the pompand
vanity of the world, idolizing themselves, and unwilling to acknowledgeany other Deity, consider
religion and the church merely as stateengines;
powerful engines, in conjunction with military force,
to press down the elastic spirit of the people. They
U i i , indeed, the emoluments attending ecclesiastical
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‘functions too much, if considered as recompenses for
religious services, which, in their minds, are no services at all, butscarcely enough, when converted
into douceurs for the business of corruption,the
grand object of modern ministers.
Ambitiousnoblemen,therefore,buy
boroughs,
arid, like Lord Melcolpbe, send their myrmidons to
the senate ; and ministe6 gay the expense of the
purchase, by conferringthehighest
-ecclesiastical
dignities, with stipends of many thousands a-year,
designed originally to be spent in charity, on the
younger brothers, the
cousins, the tutors, or the agents
of these borough-mongers.I t is indeed deemedpolitic,
now and then, to raise a very ingenious, tearned, and
pious man tto one of the small bishoprics, but seldom
without contriving to promote, at the same time, the
grand businessof corruption. This
ingenious, learned,
and pious man, an evique de In fortune, is highly
satisfied with the dignity and emolument of his
office. W h a t need has he of the patronage appendant to it ? In this age, it were a childish weakness,
something similar to the simplicity recommended in
thegospel,togive
away good thingstomodest
merit. But, though he has no need of the patronage.
there are those, to whom he is bound, by every tie
o f gratitude, who want it all. He therefore understands that the cureof souls is to he given to persons
whom theprimeminister
may recommend; as the.
Duke of NewcastlerecommendedBurrooghsand
Franklin, whom he had never seen or known, to the
patronage of thelord
chancellor. A translation
may he impeded, if scruples of conscience shotild
prevent an obsequious compliance with a minister’s
conge d’elire.
“ As to fitness or unfitness,” (cries
the friend of corruption,) any man that can read is
sufficient, €or both prayers and sermons are ready
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made; and even if it were supposable that a man
could not read, a parish, that pays the rector a thousand a-year, may be supplied with an ingenious curate
for eighty.”
Formerlylearning was scarce among the laity.
The- clergy engrossed what little there was in the
world, and made themselves necessary to the state,
not only in ecclesiastica1,’but
political offices and
employments. (‘Before the Reformation,” (says a
learned writer,”) “ the canon law was in great use
and esteem, and of great use; and while the laity
were in general unlettered, or employed in a military
life, the king made use of clergymen, skilled in this
law, in the offices of the chancery, privy seal, secretary of state, in the courtsof justice, and in embassies,
The king rewarded men thus qualified to do him
service, with benefices and other ecclesiastical preferments; and the lord chancellor or lord keeper,
in particular, was furnished withmanyadvowsons,
to which, as they became vacant, he might present
worthy masters and clerks in chancery,who were
then all clergymen ; which advowsons still continue
in his gift, though the reason thereof hath long since
ceased.” But one reason having ceased, others may
have risen still more weighty. W e havealready
remarked, more than once, how that prime minister
the Duke of Newcastle used the advowsons in the
gift of the crown. W e know how preferment is bestowed in Ireland as well as England. W e remember
the old manner of appointment to the provostship of
Trinity-college, Dublin.
The excellent divine from whom the lastquotation
was taken; speaking of clergymen honoured and enriched with two cures of souls, proceeds thus : ‘6 I
do not deny but there are pluralists of great ecclesiasiical merit; but I do deny that in general plural-
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ids have greater merit that unalists, or than many
in orders who have no living at all; or that pluralists
in general, become pluralists for their ecclesiastical
merit.
cc Read over the list of pluralists in England, and
seewhetherthissort
of merit be universally, or
generally, or commonly, regardedinthedispensations granted them tohold pluralities. See whether
the judge of this sort of merit hath power, if he were
ever so wellinclined, toregard it universally, or
generally, or commonly : see whether the motive of
thepatron to present a clerkto a second living,
hath, in one instance out of twenty, been his eminent
ecclesiasticalmerit ; orwhetherthesamefavour
would nothavebeen b
wed on thesameperson,
had his merit been inferior; nay, inmany cases,
upon thesame person,althoughinstead
of merit
there had been demerit; and very often also, if not
the more likely, if instead of want of a competence,
therehad beenaffluence.
Seewhetherthe
merit,
which hath been sometimes considered in this case,
hath not, instead of ecclesiastical merit, been politicalopiuions,serviceablenessinelections,private
treaties, domestic negotiations, and other mean
offices,
belowtheconsideration
and interposition of eeclesiastics,andhurtful
totheecclesiasticalcharacter.
With some patrons, there is not one of these qualificationsthat is not a stronger motive than
parts,
and learning, and piety, and prudence, and virtue
put together.” Thus said Dr. Newton, the founder
and head of a college in Oxford, at a time when the
cure of souls was not considered as so trifling a care
as it has been by more recent ministers,
who have
seemed ready to sacrifice both sod and body to the
gaining of a majorityin thesenate.
The church
once preserved her own dignity with a noble i n d e
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pendeuce; btd now she mush bow, like a hekey, to
the vilest minigter of state.
But .what i s this cura animarum, this office of
watchingoverthespiritual
state of populous districts? Is it not, on the hypothesis that the Christian
religion is true, the most important office that can
he undertaken by man on this sidethegrave ? Is
not the power of appointing to that office a trust
most sacred, if there he any thing sacred here below ?
What is sacrilege ? the stealing of a cushion or silver
chalice from a church?And is it no sacrilege to
steal the church itself, and all its emoluments, designed to prevent the increaseof corruption, in order
to reward and to promote corruption? Is the cura
animarum to be the last Consideration in the patron’s
mind, though the first in the eye of reason and religion? And is all this injustice, sacrilege, impiety,
and blasphemy to be endured, because the gift
of
the stipend, the endowment, the tithes, the fees, buy
an elector, who swears, at the time of givinghis
vote, that he has not received a bribe ? Is it to be
wondered, if, under such abuses, religion should be
on the decline ! Do the writings of infidels, or the
venal practices of patrons, contribute most to exterminate Christianity ? W h a t has a similar .system in
France effected,carried indeed to still greater lengths,
but still similar ? The greedy rapaciousness of court
sycophants in England is doing the work of antichrist,
and destroying civil liberty.
But I am chiefly concerned at present to consider
the using the church, or the cure of souls, for the
corruption of the state and the violation of the constitution, as a political enormity. It certainly contributes to the spirit of despotism. It naturally tends
to mike all the youth in the nation, who enter on
this sacred profession, look up to court favour, and
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not to depend on their own merit or exertions, for
promotion. I t preventsthem from voting freely at
elections. It preventsthem from preachingfreely
from thepulpit.
Itsnaturaltendency
is to make
them what they ought particularly avoid,
to
adulators,
ofmen’s
worldly wise, parasitical,andacceptors
persons for the sake of advantage. They must know,
under such a system, that if they vote according to
conscience, or preach or write according to the truth
as it is in Jesus, they m p t forego all those prospects
of rising in their profession, which, ifmeritwere
thing that can
rewarded,are a stimulustoevery
benefithumannature.
Clerical men, infirm, like
others,oftensink
underthistemptation.Fewcan
renounce great temporal advantages for the sake of
promoting publicgood,especiallywhen
theyare
sure ofpersecution as well as neglect. Now, what
must be the consequence to liberty,
of a whole national clergy rendered expectant on the favour of a
court, and a proudaristocracy?May we not hear
again from the pulpit, the doctrines of divine right
and passive obedience; the same doctrines in effect,
under names less offensive to the people ! Have we
not lately heard them?
There is no mode
of promoting the purposes of
corruption, andtheaggrandizement
of those who
already engross the pomp
of grandeur,more injurious to liberty, and more villanously base, than that
of seizing the appointmentsandrewards
of piety
and virtue, to bestow them on those, whose worldly
wisdom is their chief recommendation, and who seem
ready to worship God only in the second place,
if they worshiphim at all.
The Tindals, the Collinses, the Bolingbrokes, the
Humes, the Gibbons, the Voltaires, the Volneys, fie
6‘ miscreaut’’ philosophers of France, never
did 80

OF DESPOTISM.

349

much injury to the cause of Christianity, as those
English ministers of state, who, while they shed the
blood of thousands for the sake of law, order, and
religion, prostitute the church and the cure of souls
to the corruption of the senate.

SECTION XXXIV.
O j M r . Hume’s Idea, That absolute Monarchy is the easiest Death, the
true Euthanasia of the British Constitution.

THEvery ingenious speculatist, Mr. Hume, seems to
wish as well as think, that as death is unavoidable
by the political as well as the animal body, the British constitution may die in the arms of despotism.
His words are, c‘ I would much rather wish to see
an absolute monarch than a republic in this island.
Absolute monarchy is the easiest death, thetrue
euthanasia of the British constitution.”
His opinion that our free government will terminate in despotism, seems founded on the following
argument, which he has inserted in his Essay on the
British Government.
‘‘ The British spirit and love of liberty, however
great, will never be able to support itself against
that immense property which is now lodged in the
king, and is still increasing. Upon a moderate computation,there are near three millions annually at
the disposal of the crown. The civil list amounts to
near a million; the collection of all taxes to another
million ; and the employments in the army and navy,
along with ecclesiastical preferments, to above a
third million. A monstrous sum ! andwhat- mqr
fairly be computed to. be more than a thirtieth part
of the whole income and labour of the kingdom.
When we -add to this immense property the increas-

ing luxury of the nation, oar proneness to corruption,

d o n g with the great power and prerogatives of the
crown, and the command of such numerous military
forces, there is no one but must despair, without extraordinary efforts, of being able to support our free
government much longer, under all these disadvantages.”
But why should not “extraordinary efforts” be
made, whentheobjectisextraordinary-noless
than the preservation of human happiness, by the
preservation of civil liberty? No efforts should be
declined in such a cause ; nor should men, sensible of
their blessings, and desirous of handing them down
as they receivedthem, sink, with dastardly indoIence,
into a state of despair.
Mr. Hurne, with all his penetration, cordd not foresee the revolution of France; and how much the
establishment of liberty,in that extensive and ellthe
lightenedcountry, would contributetodefeat
purpose of despots in all the nations of Europe. I t
is certain that the minds of the people inall conhhies
are openedtothe
light of truth, by the e m c i
pation of nearlythirty millions of men, from the
slavery of prejudice and arbitrary dominion. There
is now very little occasion for that despair of preserving the freedom of the British government, if the
people will but be truetotheir own cause. Despotism, in its last struggles, may make great efforts;
but even they will exhaust its strength, and accelerate its dissolution. Firmnessand perseverance in
the people will ultimately triumph over the unnatural
exertions of despotism,driven to madness by despair.
The spirit of liberty, it has been said, is a spirit of
jealousy. It ought to be everhwalring and circurispect; fer the spirit of despotism never slurn~m,
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but watches every opportunity to increase prerogative, and diminish popular authority. During those
late alarms which cowardly and selfish aristocracy
laboured to diffuse, in its panic fear for its own privileges, many instances occurred of men who would
willingly have sacrificed all the boasted freedom of
Englishmen to thesecurity
which theyflattered
themselves grandeur, titles, and riches would enjoy
underanabsolutegovernment.Theirpridewas
stung to the quick by theidea of equality, while
their avarice trembled for their property, and their
cowardice far their personalsafety. They saw spectres
in the shapesof Truth, Justice, and Liberty,triumphing over an enslaved and deluded world ; they knew
that they had little interest or connection with such
personages, and shuddered at their fancied approach.
They shrieked with terror; and would gladly have
hastened to the greatest despot on earth for protection. Englandhad no despot on the throne to afford them an asylum; and therefore they placed all
their hopes on the military arm. W a r was the cry;
victory wa8 sure. Bastiles were already built in
imagination, and chains fabricated for the millions
that.people the provinces of Gaul.
Had it been possible for these men to prevail, in
the moment of theirconsternation,thesceptre
of
England would have been converted by them into an
iron rod, and its king into the grand monarque of
the old French tyranny. Despotism, expelled from
France, would have crossed from Calais to Dover,
and been received with open arms by devoted vas&,the slavish alarmists of an English aristocracy,
The free government of England might have found
& tbis period, as Mr. Hnme prophesies it will hereafter do, an.easy death in absolute monarchy.
But though the high church and king alarmists did
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not succeed at thattime, which seemed auspicious to
their designs, yet still they continue on their posts,
watching opportunities to infringe on liberty, to seduce the people from their love of it, and gradually
to reconcile them to arbitrary rule.
Strange as it is, as a moral phenomenon, that men
should wish to be slaves, yet it is certain, that the
tribe of persons devoted to the pomp and power of
uncontrolled royalty, whom I call tories or aristocrats for want of a more appropriate and precise appdlation,are still extremelyzealous to make our
king a far superior potentate than he is allowed to
be by that revolution, which gives him all the royal
rights he possesses, and places him on the throne.
Manycircumstancesfavourthe
wishes of these
persons; and nothing opposes them so much as the
French revolution, and those liberal opinions on the
rights and happiness of man which begin to prevail,
wherever courts and ministers have little
influence.
Among the circumstances which flatter them most
with the extension of royal power, the elevation of
themselves, and the depression of the people, is theinterest which almost every man and woman in the
nation possesses in the public funds, and which they
are all taught to believe would be depreciated, or
even annihilated, if the parliarnerd were reformed,
the people reiustated in their rights, and the i d u ence of the crown diminished. Thishas communicated the panic of the alarmists among multitudes
too inconsiderablein
tooremotefromcourts,and
station, to be influenced by ministerial bribes; who,
otherwise, could not but have sided with
the catise
of justiceand humanity. The terror of anarchy,'
occasioned by the impolitic as well as barbarously
cruel conduct of some among the first leaders of the
emancipated French, has iaereased the number of
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ministerial partisans
and
favourers
of extended
power and preroaative.
P
permaW e r e it posslblethat a paniccouldbe
nent, or falsellood and artifice ultimately victorious
over truth and justice, there might be reason to fear,
from the spirit which the alarmists diffused, that
English libertymight soon sicken, and at lastdie
paralytic inthe arms of despotism. But notwithstanding a temporary lethargy, the mass of the peo.ple, those who are quite out of the reach of courtiers
and grandees, still retain the healthy vigour of their
fathers' virtue, and would rouse themselves effectually to prevent the ac,cornplishment of Mr. Hum&+"
prediction. They must indeedbe lulled with the
Circban cup of corruption to sleep on, and take their
rest, when thegiantDespotism
is at their doors,
ready to crush, with his mace, all that renders life
valuable to men; to men who have learned to think
that mere vegetation is not life. But CircB's cup is
not capacious enough to contain opiate for a whole
people. All the douceurs of a minister, all the
patronageinthe professions, allthe riches of the
east and the west, are insufficient to bribe the obscure ndlions, who constitute the base of the political fabric, intocompleteacquiescenceunder
the
pressure of despotic power, or under the apprehension of it. The light of reason and of learning is too
widely diffused to be easilyextinguished. There is
evcry reason t o believe that it will shine more aud
more unto a perfect day.
But as .popular commotion is always
to
be
dreaded, because bad men always arise to mislead
its efforts, how desirable is it that it may be prevented, by conciliatory measures, by a timelyconcession of rights, by redress of grievances, by
reformation of abuses, by convincing mankind that
VOL. v.
2 A
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governments have no other object than faithfully to
promote the comfort andsecurity of individuals,
without sacrificing the solid happiness of living men
to national glory, or royal magnificence. True
patriotism and true philosophy, unattached to names
of particular men, or even t o parties, consider the
happinew of man as the first object of all rational
governments; and, convinced that nothing is more
injorious to the happiness of man than the spirit of
despotism, endeavour to check its growth, at its first
and slightest appearance.
If the free government of England evinces, by its
conduct, that the happiness of the people is its sole
object, so far from dreading the late Mr. Hume's
prophecy that it will die in the arms of despotism,
we may venturetopredict
that it will never die.
My orisons shall be offered for its perpetuity ; for I,
and all who think with me,on this subject, are its
true friends; while the boroughmongers, under the
cloak of loyalty, are enemies both to the king and
the people.

SECTION XXXV.

The PemisJion of Lawyers by Profession,

aspirkg to Honours in the
Gijt of the Crown, to have the greulest X n f i w c e in the Legiolature,
a Circumstance unfauourable to Liberty.

WHEN
advocates address each otherat thebar, they

adopt €he appellation of '(learned brother.'' There
certainly is a necessity for great learning in the profession of the long robe. But of what kind is the
learning required ? It is undoubtedly of a kind very
Ettle. connected with philosophy or enlargement of
the mind. It is confined to local cus~oms,judicial
decisions, the statutes of a single nation, and %be
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practice of the courts. It pores upon the letter of
the law, a d scarcely dares to contemplate the spirit.
It is fix the most part employed in minute disquisitions, in finding exceptious, in seeking subterfuges,
and often in making the great eternal rulesof equity
give way to the literal meaning of a narrow and unjust statute, or the principles of some former determination, macle by unenlightened men in times little
removed from barbarism, and certainly both slavish
and superstitious.
Is the education of professional andpractising
lawyers particularlycalculated to expand the
intellect,
or to fill the heart with sentiments of peculiar honour
and generosity; such sentiments as alone can constitute a worthy lawgiver, and .an all-accomplished
statesman? Is it not confined to particular and minute ohjects, instead of taking in t l ~ ewhole horizon
of human concernments 7 Some of those who have
risen to the first honours and emoluments, have had
a truly liberal education ;but matly Lavebeen trained
either in the office of an attorney, or special pleader
in exercises that contribute no more to liberalize or
improve the heart, than the copying of instruments,
the studying of precedents, the perusal of statutes,
and the knowledge of forms. The finest hculties or
the human constitution, the imagination and sentimental affections, have little room for play, where
the eyeand memory are chiefly concerned ; and
where the mind is obliged to labour in the trammels
of dismal formalities, likethehorse
in harness,
dragging a heavy vehicle in the wheel-ruts made by
those who have gone before, without the liberty of
deviation. A hard head, a cold heart, with a tenacious memory and firm nerves, are likely to succeed
best in such toil, which requires less of speed than of
patient plodding perseverance.
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A dull man, trained in this dull manner, may become a very useful lawyer, and certainly deserving
of allthe fees andemoluments of hisprofession.
But does it follow that he must be
a statesman, a
senator, a cabinet counsellor, fitted to determine on
questions of peace and war, and to consult and promote the happiness of human nature? A lawyer, by
singular felicity of genius and disposition,may be
fit for the momentous task; and I only ask whether
his education, and the studies and employments of
his profession, are such as to render him preeminently
a statesman, and director of the measures of government? Because he may, for a fee, plead successfully
on any side, cunningly conduct a trial, or skilfully
expound a statute, is he therefore more likely than
all others to frame laws of the most beneficent kind,
having a view, not to particular cases only, but to
the generalwelfare? All his studies of jurisprudence have been merely for the sake of lucre, and
not free and disinterested, like those of the general
scholar, the philosopher, and philanthropist.
The lawyer has, however, better opportunities for
displaying his knowledge and abilities than the menlbers of other professions. Men have recourse to'hiw
onmattersverydeartotheirhearts;matters
of
property.Withthesagacity
of a verymoderate
intellect, and a knowledge acquired by dint of mere
labour and long practice, he may be able to transact
their pecuniary business with skill and success. He
becomes, therefore, a favourite with men of property
in the nation, which, whenever corruption prevails,
will contribute much to push any aspirant up the
ladderofpromotion.
He soonpantsforrewards
extraneous to his profession. It is not enough to he
a member of parliament or a judge, he must
be a
peer of the realm, a counsellor of state, a cbief.di-
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rector in the upper house. It is painful to behold
all the old nobility, educated, as they have been, at
the greatest expense, improved by private tutors and
by travel, crouching to a man, who has acquired effrontery in the courts below, and whose unblushing
audacity has been the chief cause of the elevation, at
which himself is surprised.
Men like these, emboldened by success, and accustomed, from their earliest entranceinto active
life, to browbeat and overbear, assume a right to
guide the opinions of the senate and the council in
the most important measures of state. They become,
in fact, therulers of thenation;but
owing their
elevation to the favour of a court, and placing all
its contitheir expectations of fartherhonourson
nuance, they become devoted to its purposes. They
are, in fact, still attornies and solicitors, ready to
exert all their powers of sophistry, and to exhaust
all their stores of chicanery, to defend the measures
of the minister, byrendering law, as far as they
can, a leaden rule. The old peers sit insilent admiration ; while men, furnished with all the subtleties
of practising lawyers, long hacknied and hardened
in the paltry business of private individuals, presume
to dictate peace or war, to impede or prevent sdutary reform, and keep the Church, the army, and the
is their
navy, undertheirsupremecontroul.Such
habitual volubility and confirmed assurance, that
menof more liberal minds, but of less self-conceit
and less notoriety, stand in awe of them, and suffer
them, withabject acquiescence, to domineer. But
however they may oppose the people's right, and
the happiness of the public, they are sure to espouse
the causeof those from whom comes theirpromotion.
Theytherefore'contributeto
diffuse the spirit of
despotism, more than any other profession.
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‘‘ But,” saysthe minister, their assistance in
the Zower house is not sufficient, we must have able
men in the house of lords; therefore we must have
new men; and they must be selected
from a professionaccustomed to publicbusiness, and which
gives those who belong to it opportunities of making
an opendisplay of theirabilitks.”This
is a sad
compliment to the hereditary nobility ; as it seems
to argue that they are totally unfit to conduct the
business that comes before them, without attorniir
and solicitors from below, who are ennobled merely
to save the credit of the peerage. But the truth is,
the minister wishes to have some sharp and tractable
tools, by which he may do his dirty work, uninterrupted by the interference of those who, possessing
a constitutional tight to examine it, would perhaps
often censure it, if they were not overawed andoverborne by those who pretend to be initiated in the
mysteries of law.
In consequence of this management, a whole proa few splendid excepfession (always happily, with
tions,) extremely busy both with tongue and pen, is
constantly enlisted in the service of a minister. A
great number o f attornies and solicitors, besides the
gentlemen officially honoured with those names, arc
constantlyretained on the side of the court, and
consequently lean, for their own sakes, and with a
hope of making their families, to the extension of
crown influence and prerogative. A set of men, m
subtle, BO active, so attentive to interest, must serve
any cause which they choose to espouse; and there
is no doubt but that they greatly serve (in the hope
of serving themselves) the causeof despotism.
Let any one who is unacquainted with the pains
taken by modern ministers to retain the lawyers oa
the side of prerogative, inspeet the court de&rj
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wd remark how great a portion of the modern peers
have owed their coronets entirely to their profession
as lawyers, to their qualifications as mere men of

business in detail, with veryscanty knowledge of
any thing else, and with small claims to excellence
as patriots, philosophers, or philanthropists.Mere
men of business conlmonly fix their eyes on objects
of private lucre or temporal elevation alone. They
are apt to laugh at the names of patriotism, liberty,
and disinterested virtue. They have commonly been
too long hacknied among the lowest of mankind,
not perhaps in rank only, but in spirit, knowledge,
liberality, to retain any very scrupulous delicacy in
their own bosoms, or tobelieve its existence in others.
They consider the good things of the world as a
scramble, where every mar) is to get what he can by
address, and bold pretension, since the law will not
allow the use of violence. Certainlythere can be
no hope of reform, whilemen so versed in corruption,
so enriched by it, and so well pleased with it, bear
sway in seuates, and direct the councils of princes.

SECTION XXXVI.
Poverty, when not extreme, favorLrabb to a11 Virtue, public and
private, and consequently to the Happiness of human Nature; and
t n o p ~ ~ oR
l ~ d&k
without
,
Virtue, the general Bane.

SUPERFLV~TY
of riches, like superfluity of food, causes
sickness and debility. Poverty, or mediocrity of
fortune, is the nurse of many virtues ; of modesty,
industry, sobriety, But,
in this age, the very name
of poverty is odious. Poverty is a haggard phantom
that appals half the world, and drives them over aeas,
into b r i d zmesz to disease and death! Life itself
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is thought by many a gift fit to be thrown back again
into the face of the Almighty Donor, if it is not accompanied with the means of luxury, the means of
making a figure beyond others ; in a word, the means
of indulging the spirit of despotism. Things are so
managed, in a state of deep political corruption,
thatthehonoursdueonly
to virtueare paid to
money; and those who want not riches for the sake
of indulgence in pleasure, or fromthe love of money
itself, grow complete misers, in the hope of obtaining,
together with opulence, civil honours, seats in the
senate-house, and royal favour. They hope to make
themselves of consequence enough to be corrupted,
or rather purchased, by the state.
W h a t is theconsequencetothepeople,the
la-.
bourer, the manufiacturer, the retail trader, to poor
families with many children, women with small patrimonies, annuitants, dependents, and all the numerous
train of persons who are conlpelled to live, as the
common phrase expresses it, from hand to mouth ?
Their gains or means are fixed, and by no means
risewith the risingprice of necessaries. But, i n
consequence of this rage for riches, the necessaries
of life become not only dearer, butworse in quality;
less nourishing, less commodious, and less durable.
Landlords raise theirrents to the utmost possible
extent;eachdeterminingtomake
his rent-roll as
respectable as some opulent neighbour, favoured by
a lordlieutenantforhis
influence. They will not
let their farms in little portions, to poor industrious
tenants ; but to some overgrown monopolizer, who
is in as much haste to grow rich as the landlord himself; seeing that as he becomes rich he becomes a
man of consequence in the county, and that not only
esquires, but even lords, take notice him
of at thea p
proach of a general election, He is awholesale farmer,
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and will breed butfew of the animals of the farm-yard,
and those only for his own family consumption. His
children 'are too proud to carry the production
of the
hen-roostor dairy to themarket.
H e scorns such
little gains. He deals only in a greatway;and
keeps up the price by withkolding his stores when
the market is low. The neighbouringrustics, who
usedto be respectable,thoughlittlefarmers,are
now his day-labourers, begging to be employed by
the great man who has engrossed and consolidated
half a dozen farms. The old farm-houses are pulled
down. Onecapital mansion is sufficient for a large
territory of meadow and arable land, which used to
display smoking chimnies in every part of a cheerful landscape, with a healthy progeny of children,
and tribes of animals, erilivening the happy scene.
The tenant now reigns over the uninhabited glebe a
solitary despot ; and something of the ancient vassalage of the feudal system is restored, through the
necessities of the surrounding cottagers, who live in
hovels with windows stopt up, hardly enjoying God's
freest gifts, lightand air. A murmur willexclude
themeven from the hut, compared with which the
neighbouring dog-kennel is a palace.
The little tenants of formertimes were 'too numerous and too inconsiderable to become objects of
corruption. But the great tenant, theengrosser of
farms, feeling his consequence, grows as ambitious
as his landlord. He may have sons, cousins, and
nephews, whom he wishes to provide for by places ;
a.nd therefore it becomesa part of hisprudential
plan, to side, in all county elections, and at all public
meetings, with the court party, and the aristocratical
toad-eaters of the minister.
In like manner, thegreat manufacturer,finding
that riches tend .to civil honours and political come-
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quence, as well as to plenty of all good things, cannotbecontented
with the slow progress of his
grandfathers, but must whip and spur, in his career
from the temple of Plutus to the temple of Honour.
His workmen therefore, are paid, not by the day, in
which case they would endeavour to do their work
well, though slowly, but bythepiece.
The public,
perhaps, must of necessity purchase his commodity,
however bad ; and it is probably as good as othere
fabricate, because all are pursuing the same glorious
end, by similar means. The materials, as well as the
workmanship, are of inferior quality. For, the great
monopolizers and dealers can force a trade, and get
vent among the little retailers, by giving credit, and
hy various other contrivances, for the most ordinary
ware. The great man, whose forefathers felt little
else but avarice, now burns with ambition; and, as
the houours he seeks arebestowed by ministerial
favour, he must be devoted to the minister, and carry
all the little traders and artisans to second the v i e m
of a court at thegeneralelection,or
at public
meetings, appointed for the promotion of a miaister’s
project to keep himself in place.
These, and a thousandsimilarcauses,
visibla
enough in the various departments of manufacture,
commerce, agriculture, are at this moment urging on
the great machine of corruption, and diffusing the
spirit of despotism. The revolution of France will
indeed ultimately checkit, throughout Europe, by the
influence of principles, favourable to tbe freedom and
happiness of man ; but at present, even that event
is usedbyshort-sightedpoliticians,to
increme
aristocraticalarrogance, to depresspopular spirit,
and to give unnatural influence tothe possession
of money, however acquired and however abused.
An indignant writer of ancient Rome exclaims ;
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Nullurn ctimen abest, facinusque libidinis ex quo
PaupertZLs ILOmna perit.*
JUVENAL.
Prima peregrinos obsccena pecunia mores,
intulit et turpi fregerunt ~ e c u l aluxu,
Divitire moues.-

The virtuous ancients, by the light of nature and
the evidence of experience, wwre taught that, when
riches obtained a value and esteembeyondtheir
proper use, merely for the sake of' splendour, ostentation, and aristocratic oppression, a fatal blow was
given to liberty. The human race, they thought,
degenerated under the despotism of nloney, In such
a corrupt system there was no encouragement given
in the state to excel in virtue for its own sake : even
generals and admirals went on expeditions, not even
for false and vain glory, far less from motives of
patriotism ; but to fill their coffers with plunder,
and render war a cloak €or pillage.
Cauponantes bellum, non belligerentes.

They made a trade, and a sordid trade, of legal
bloodshed, not conducting it with the disinterested
spirit of soldiers, animated with the love of their
country, but with the cunning and avarice of Jew
usurers in Duke's Place.
And have we had no instances of generals or admirals making war a trade in recent times, and in
Christian nations ; using the sword, to which the
idea of honour has been attached, as an iu~plement
of lucre, and rsudering it far less honourable thad
&e knife of the butcher, exercising his trade in the
market of Leadenhall ? If it should ever be true,
that. &hipsof war are made merchantmen in the vilest

* Since Poverty, our guardian god, is gone,
Pride, laziness, and dl luxurious arts,
Pour like a deluge in from foreign parts,+ kc.

DRYDEN.
j- Viz. The East Indies at present.
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merchandise, the barter ofhuman blood for gold,
will it not prove, that the attaching honour to the
possession ofmoney, is destroying, not only the
national virtue, butits honour anddefence? Have
towns intheEast
Indiesnever been given up to
plunder,contrary to the law of nations as well as
justice and humanity, to make the fortune of European
officers ?
I t is a noble and virtuous struggle, to stand up in
defence of the rights of nature, true honour, liberty,
and truth, against the overbearing dominion of pecuniary influence. Man will shine forth in his genuine
lustre, when money canno
longer gildthebase
metal offolly, knavery,pride,andcruelty.
While
the corrupt Ganges flows into the Tharnes, it will
contaminate its waters, and infect the atmosphere of
freedom. When British freeholders, yeomen,merchants, manufacturers, generals, admirals, and senators, become slaves to pelf only, forgetting or despising the very name of public virtue and disinterested
exertion, nothing can oppose the spirit of despotism
but the spirit of the people. That spirit, indeed, may
at once rescue human nature from misery, and perpetuate the blessings of a pure and free constitution.
But if ever a few worthlessindividualsshould be
permitted to domineer by the influence of their illgotten money, over free countries, to command majorities at elections, and drive all opposition before
them, what chance ofhappiness could remain to
virtuous
independence?
What, in such circumstances, could preserve liberty, but a convulsive
struggle, attended, perhaps, with the horrors of the
firstFrench revolution,which God, in his mercy,
avert !
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SECTION XXXVII.
On the natural Tendency

of makingJudges
and Crown Lawyers,
Peers; of translating Bishops and annexing PTcferrnents to Bishoprics, in, what i s called Comnz~ndam.

IF there is any part of the constitution of England,
of which eloquence may employ her
inthepraise
most glowing colours, without entrenching upon the
confines of truth, it is the judicial part of it. The
purity of public justice in England is unequalled in
any country which the sun illuminates in his diurnal
progress. The reason is olnvious. The verdict is
given by juries of men usually beyond the reach of
corruption. No ministerial influence can descend to
all the individuals, in middb and humble life, who
may be called upon to sit in judgment, and ultimately
decide, as jurors, on the property, the fame, and the
life, of, their fellow-citizens. W e have lately had a
most glorious instance
of the virtueof private citizens,
exercising this most important office. The verdicts
given in the state trials, in one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, do more honour to the British
character, than all the military exploits in the reign
of George the Third. Such verdicts make our constitutiontruly enviable to the nations of Europe.
Twelve tonest men, on each of these trials, proved
to the world, that no power, no authority, no terror,
not even the factitious rage of aristocratical principles, which had been artfully fostered, could lead
them to swerve from the right line of justice. They
feared God, but not man; and posterity will honour
them, when the names of subtle politicians, cdothed
with a blrief but lucrative authority, if mentioned-at
all, shall be mentioned with detestation. It was well
%
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observed by a zealous and honest advocate on the
occasion, that he could not despair of the case, when
it was brought from thecorrupttotheoncorrupt
part of the constitution. The days of acquittal were
the jubilees of truth, the triumphs of virtue ; and,
in a time of dejection, revived the hopes of patriotism
and philanthropy.
Official judges, not having the final determination
of the cause, but fee,ling the check of thejuries,
commonly conduct themselves, even in state trials,
withsome degree of candourandmoderation.
Indeed, we are so happy as to see men appointed to
this office, in our time,whose tried integrity gives
reason to believe, that, if they were not tlws wisely
checked, they would, with few exceptions, preserve
impartiality.
Nevertheless, though much has been said on the
independence of judges, yet it must be confessed,
that there still remain temptations, which might have
great influence on men less virtuous than our present
judges are. It is observed, that peerages, in modern
times, have been bestowed, with peculiar bounty, on
lawyers, andthatpuisne
judges havefrequently
say,
been made chiefs; and some have ventured to
that the expectation of these splendid rewards may
frustrate all endeavours to secure, especially in state
trials,perfectindependence.
It is not enough that
judges do not fear removalfrom their dignified office.
Theirhopes may influence,morethantheirfears.
opulence, an
They may look forwardtoincreased
extensive patronage, the dignity of family distinction,
and hereditary seats in the legislature. If themselves
have seen toomuch of the vanity and folly of worldly
pomp to admire it, (which, however, is not often the
case with menwho may be great lawyers,without
m y philosopby or religion,) yet they may have sons,
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wives, daughters,relatives, and friends, to whom
ihe splendour oflife, (as they have, possibly, little
solid merit,) is valuable in the highest degree. Promotion is therefore, for the most part, a very powerful allurement, I will not say, to disguise the truth
or pervert the law, but obsequiously to seek ministerial favour.
When peerages are lavished on lawyers high in
place, and judges advanced, they are circumstances
viewed with some degree of jealousy by those
who are willing to guard constitutional liberty with
unwinking vigilance. Perhaps it might afford satisfaction to such men, if judges were by law excluded
from all higher elevation; if they were indeed most
amply paid and most respectfully revered ; but, for
the sake of preventingthe possibility of a wrong
bias, where the happiness of the people is most intimately coucerned, were prevented from viewing a
brilliant dazzling coronet, suspended as their reward,
over the scales of justice.
But here an objector will urqe, with serious solicitude, that, as the house of lords is a court of judicature, in the last resort, a court of appeal from
every court in the kingdom, it is uecessary that it
should be we,ll supplied with lawyers of eminence.
On this subject Paley says; " There appears to
be nothing in the constitution of the house of lords ;
in the education, habits, character, or professions of
the members who compose it; in the mode of their
appointment, or the right by which they succeed to
their places in it, that should qualify them for their
arduous office; except, perhaps,thattheelevation
of their rank and fortune affords a security against
the offer and influenc,e of small bribes. Officers of
the army and navy, courtiers, ecclesiastics; young
en who have just attained the age of twenty-one,
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and who have passed their youth in the dissipation
and pursuits which commonly accompany the possession or inheritance of great fortunes ; country gentlemen,occupied in the management of their estates,
or in the care of their domestic concerns and family
interests; the greater, part of the assembly born to
their station, that is, placed in it by chance ; most
of the rest advanced to the peerage for services and
frommotives utterly unconnectedwith legal erudition ;-these men compose the tribunal to which the
constitution intrusts the interpretation of her laws,
and the ultimate decision of every dispute between
her subjects !yy
From thisverydegradingrepresentation
of the
h w e of lords, thewriterproceeds
to justify the
practice of constantly placing in it, some of the most
eminent andexperienced lawyers in the kingdom.
He would, I think, with more propriety have argued
against rendering one part of the legislature a court
of justice, designed both to make and exec.ute the
laws ; because every solid politician has agreed in
the propriety of keeping the legislative and judicial
powers as separate and as distinct from each other as
it is possible.
I leave this point for the discussion of future political writers, and satisfy myself with suggesting that
it is necessary t o the perfect contentment of a people
of judicial
jealous of theirlibertyandthepurity
proceedings, that all temptations whatever should be
removed from the sight of frail human beings, sitting
in the seat of judgment, which may lead them to
c.ourt the favour of ruling powers at the expense of
justice. It is notmoneyalonewhich
bribes. Title,
rank, and patronage, which is power in its most
agreeable form, have more influence on the universal
passion, vanity ; especially when av;trice has been
,
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already gratified with ample salariep and the emolume,nts of a lucrative profession.
The consideration of the possible rewards which
nay diminish the independence of judges, naturally
leads to the consideration of those which may secularize the bishops, and injure the cause of religion,
for which aloneepiscopacyitselfcould
be established.
But, as this is a subject of some delicacy, 1 shall
use theauthorityandwords
of Dr.Watson,the
Bishop of Llandaff, who ventured to speak tbe whole
truth, with that sound sense, which was his characteristic,and with that freedom which becomes ail
honest man inevery rank, and is particularly expected
from a Christian bishop.
'' I know," saysthe Bishop, '' that many will
be startled, I beg them not to be offended, at the
surmise of thebishopsnot
being independent in
the house of lords ; and it would be easy enough to
weave a logical cobweb, large enough and strong
enough to cover and protect theconduct of the Right
Reverend Bench from the attacks of those who dislike episcopacy. This, I say, would be an easy task ;
but it is far above my ability to eradicate from the
minds of others (who are,
notwithstanding,
as well
attached to the church establishment as ourselves,)
a suspicion thattheprospect
of being t,ranslated
influences the minds of the bishops too powerfully,
and induces them to pay too great an attention to the
beck of a minister. The suspicion, whether. well or
ill founded, is disreputable to our order ; and, what
is of worse consequence, it hinders us from doing
that good which we otherwisemight do; for the
laity, while they entertain such a suspicion concerning us, will accuse us of avariceand ambition, of
VOL. v.
2 B
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making a gain of godliness, of bartering the dignity
of our office for the chance of a translation.
CC Instead then," proceeds the Bishop, '' of quibbling and disputing against the existence
of ministers
influence over us, or recriminating and retorting the
petulance of those who accuse us on that account,
let us endeavour to remove the evil ; or, if it must
not be admitted that thisevil has any real existence,
let us endeavour to remove the appearance of it.
'' The disparity of income and patronage mightbe
made so small, or so apportionedtothe
labours,
that few bishops would be disposed towish for translations;andconsequentlythebishops
would, in
appearance as well as in reality, be independent.
" But, in rendering the bishops independent, you
will reduce the power of the crown in the house. of
l o r d s . 1 do not mean to deny this charge; nay, I
am williDg to admit it in its full extent.-The influence of the crown, when exerted by the cabinet
over the public counsellors of the kiug, is a circumstance so far from being to be wished by his true
friends, tbat it is as dangerous to the real interests
and honour of the crown itself, as it is odious to the
people, and destructive of public liberty.
u It may contribnte to keep
a prime minister in
his place, contrary to the sense of the wisest and
best partof the community; it may contribute to
Beep the king himself unacquainted with his people's
wishes, but it cannot do the king or the state any
leervice. To maintain the contrary is to satirise his
majesty's government; it is to insinuate, that his
views and interests are so disjoined from those of
his people, thattheycannot
be effectuated by the
uninfluenced concurrence of honest men.
4' I cannot admit the circumstance of the bishops
, .
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being rendered independent in the house of lords,
the- plan proposed ; on the
contrary, I think it a very strong argument in its
favour ; BO strong an one that, if there was no other,
it would he sufficient to sanctify the measure.”
The corruption of the church for the purpose of
corrupting the legislature, is an offence far more injurious to the general happiness of mankind and the
interests of a Christian community, than any of those
which have banished the offenders to Botany Bay,
or confined them for years within the walls of the
prison-house. Both the corruptors and the corrupted,
in this case, are more injurious to Christianity than
all the tribe of sceptics and infidels; than Tindal,
Toland, Bolingbroke, Hume, Rousseau, Voltaire,
and Gibbon. The common people do not read them,
andperhaps could scarcely understand them. But
the common people do read the newspapers daily,
and see the names and qualities of those who divide
in the senate-house, on questions of the last importance. They must thereforeentertain a suspicion,
as the Bishop of Llandaff expresses it, that religion
itself, as well as its official,opulent,dignifiedsupporters, is but an instrument of state, a tool in the
hand of a minister. They must naturallyconsider
venality as doubly base, when clothed in the sanctified robes of religion. W h a t hashappenedin
France, in consequence of the corruptio~~sof the
church by the state, olaght to afford a striking
admonition.
I wish to point out, in these times, writings of
living bishops in favour of Christianity, because
&ey would be opposed with the best grace against
the writings of living infidels. But, to the reproach
of my want of intelligence, I know not the names of
the majority, till I find them in the Court Calendar.
2 B 2
as any real objection to
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The printedworks of eventhismajority
I cannot
find, either in the shops or the libraries : the few I
do find, even of the minority, are not adapted to the
wants of thepeopleatlarge.Their
occasional
sermons, after they have served their day, become,
like almanacs, out of date : a collection of old court
calendars would be nearly as edifying and more entertaining to the multitude.
It is indeed certain, that the archiepiscopal mitres
received more lustre than they gave,
from the serIt would
mons of Dr.TillotsonandDr.Secker.
give me pleasure to placethesermons
of living
archbishopsbytheirside;
and I would nlerltion
themhad they come to my knowledge. The sermons, however, of the few living bishops who are
known at alltothe
public will, I hope, prove to
mankind, that some among thebishops, in this happy
isle, do not think it a sufficient return for pri~lcely
revenues, to vote
always with a minister, or to illcrease, with lawn sleeves, the pageantry of a birt.11day. To perform the occasional duties of ordination,
confirmation, and visitation, cannot satisfy the minds
of men who receive the honours and emoluments of
Durham,Winchester, York, orCanterbury.
That
it is so, is happy ; for if ever the prelatical clergy
should be suspected of becoming merely ministerial
instruments; if, for instance,they shoulcl ever be
supposed so far secularized, as to concede to the
minister that made them bishops, the right of nominating to all the most valuable preferments
in their
b
oift, in order to enable him the better to corrupt
that
parliament
in
which
themselves
also
have
engaged to give a venal vote; from that time, they
would contribute more to the downfd of the church,
than all the writings of alltheunbelievers,
frm
of Prussia, to the repubFrederick,lateKing
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lican, Thomas Paine. The sin of simony in a private
man, 'who pays a fair price for a profitable appointment, with his own money, honestly earned by virtuous
industry,anddoestheduties
of it, is asnothing
whencompared to the simony of him who buys a
high and important station, greatly lucrative, with
a corrupt vote m d a base dereliction of those rights
of patronage, which wereintendedtoencourage
merit only,and
topreventthatverycorruption
which hefeedsand
cherishes, togratifyhisown
sordid avarice and childish vanity.
The bishops, intheircharges,are
sounding an
alarm. - They very justly affirm, that the existence
of Christianity is now in danger. They wisely urge
the inferior clergy to themostvigilantactivity.
T h u s far they certainly do honour to the episcopal
function. But still,while the public suspectsthe
being, as Bishop
hare possibility of thebench
Watson says, at the beck of the minister, they will
considerallthiszeal
as littlebetterthan
that of
Demetrius, who made silver shrines for Diana.
W h e n indeed we add to theprobable effect of
translationsfrom a poorerto a richerbishopric,
the holding of rich pluralities with bishoprics, under
the name of commendams, it is difficult not to think
with Bishop Watson, that episcopal independence
is .endangered,andthatwemust
look ratherin
cathedrals, than in the house of lords, for episcopal
integrity.
Conscientious
dissenters
are ,shocked,
and libertines and infidels laugh, when they view the
bench, as if they were spectators of a solemn mummery, or a mock-heroicfarce.All
thisdanger,
offence, and reproach, might possibly be prevented,
iftranslationsandcommendamswereutterly
prohibited.
But, 'setting aside the effect of trauslations and
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cemmendams on the state of religion, let LIB eerioasly
consider them as they operate on the increase of preragatwe and the spirit of despotism. These things
influence not only those who have attained mitres,
but a numerous tribe of expectants; and those expectants possess the ear of the people. Is it reasonable to suppose that the doctrines oE the pulpit will
not, under these circumstances, be fashioned to the
inclinations of the minister? What can contribute
more to diffuse the gpirit of despotism, than the employment of many thousand pulpits, at least once ip
each week, in obliquely preaching doctrines, that
favour its prevalence, under the sanction of divine
authority?

SECTION XXXVIII.
Tiiat all Oppaeition to the Spirit of Despotism should be conducted
with the most scrupulous Regurrrrd to t h e existing Laws, and to the
Preserodion ofpublic Peace and good Order.

THEfrailty of hurnau nature is one of the commonest
sf common-places. The wisest and best af men we
desirous of palliating their errors, by daiming a
sham, as men, in human infirmity. One of the infirmities most acknowledged and lamented is a
tendency to rush from one extreme to another; a
proneness to fall into a vice, in the desire of escaping
error. Thus thedetestation of despotism, and
the love of liberty, both of them rational and laudable, Lave led many to factious and violent oondsct,
which neither the occasion justified, m r prudence
would precipitately adopt, even if the occasion might
appear ts justify them.
From faction and violence in the cause of liberty,
which d i a p c e the cause itself, and give advaabge
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to the favourers of arbitrary power, I most anxiously
dissuadeall who lovemankind andtheircountry,
Factionand violence are despotic in theextreme,
They bring all the evils of tyranny, without any consolation, but that they areusually transient; whereas
themselves, or
tyranny is durable.Theydestroy
are destroyed by forcein the hands of a superior
power. In either case, much is lost to the cause of
liberty; because the persons who have been betrayed
bytheirpassions
intoexcesses,wereprobably
sincere;and
if theyhadbeen
also discreet and
moderate, would have been effectual as well as
zealous promoters of public good. It is certain, that
very honest men are very apt to be betrayed into
violence bytheir warmth of temper. They mean
good, and do ill. They become theinstruments of
dispassionate knaves ; and are often led into extravagances by the very party against whom they act,
inorderthatthey
may he exposed,and become
obnoxious to censure.
Wisdom is gentle, deliberate, cautious. Nothing
violent is durable. I hope the lovers of liberty will
show the sincerity of their attachment by thewisdom
of theirconduct.Tumultuaryproceedings
always
exhibit some appearance of insanity. A ,blow struck
with blind violence may inflict a wound or a bruise,
but it may fail in the wrong place:i t may even injure
the hand that gives it, by its own ill-directed force.
Man being a reasonable creature, will always submit to reason, if you give time for his passions to
cool, andwait for the moZEia tempma fandi, the
prop& opportunities of addressing him. A few, ifi
the g n a t mass ,of mankind, may be corrupted by
views of interest, by expectations of preferment, by
bribes, and by titles. But there are not rewards
enough rrf this kind to corrupt the whole body of any
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people.Thegreatbody
of thepeople will follow
that which appears to them right, and just, and true.
Lei it be clearly laid before them, and left for their
If it should so happen, which
calmconsideration.
is very ulllikely, t h a t they should not adopt it, after
understanding it, and duly weighing its importance,
to the error of their ways.
then they must be left
Si populus uulf dec$i, decipintur. Ifthe;people
will bedeluded,theymustbe
so. Forcecannot
eradicateerror,thoughit
may destroy life. Riot,
turnult, turbnlence may do great mischief, but they
carry no conviction.
Inflammatory language at popular meetings is to
be avoided; and indeed multitudes of‘ the lowest of
the people are not to be
wantonly
convened.
Without in the leastimpeaching their rights, it must
be allowed that their passions are too violent when
heated by collision with each other, and their judgments too weak,when notpreviouslyinformedby
reading and education, to act wisely when met in a
large body, without authorized guides, and without
strictregulation. A man who is a sincerepatriot,
and not a mere demagogue for sinister purposes, will
be cautious of assembling crowds of the lowest of
the
people.
Lord
George
Gordon’s
unfortunate
conducthas
left a lasting lesson. He, I firmlv
believe, intended noneof that mischief which ensued;
but who can say to the wavesof a troubled sea, “thus
far shall ye go, and no farther?” I know, and have
alreadycommented on, theadvantagetaken
from
those
riots
by the
friends
of high-prerogative
doctrines,fordisparagingthepeople
at large,
notwithstanding the people certainly had no concern
in them.
Thoughdecidedly a friend to the reform of the
house of commolos, I cannot agree with the Duke of
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Richmond in the propriety of universal suffrage. I
think his idea full of mischief and indeed perfectly
Utopian. Sir Thomas More never wrote
any thing
more visionary in his celebrated fiction; Sir Robert
Filmer nothing more adverse toreal liberty. Universal suffrage, I fear, would cause universal confusion;
and the friends of mankind would be inclined to fly
for temporary refuge even tothe throne of a despot.
Persons in a state of servitude could never be expected to giveafreevote;andvagabondsand
paupers would use their liberty for a cloak of maliciousness. I wish the right ;of suffrage to he extended as far as it possibly can, without endangering
public order and tranquillity; but extreme ignorance
and extreme penurycannot with prudence be trusted
with a powerwhichboth
requiresknowledgeand
commands property.
But whatever politicians may determine upon this
point, I think it certain, that debates upon it cannot
be held in very large assemblies, into which, not only
the lowest but the vilest of mankind are allowed admission, and all the privileges of counsellors, de
summa rerum, on matters of the highest importance,
without extreme dangerof violating law, and disturbing thatorder which is necessary to comfort and
security.
I wish, therefore, that all preliminary consultation
ou this point, and all points like this, may beconducted by writing, by appeals to reasonin the closet,
and that a considerable time may be allowed to cool
all intemperate heats; and give
solidity to the materials of the intended repair. A t county meetings or
associations,I would have thecivil power in full force;
but never the military. The staff of theconstable
should be more coercive than the sabre of the dragoon; for the constitution ad-mits the one as its own,
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but certainly looks at the other with horror.
Every
tumult, productive of mischief, gives the friends of
arbitrary power an opportunity for introducing the
military, of arguing against all popular interference
in that very governmentwhich the people supportby
their industry, and
which, according to the
h w of God,
a right to
nature, and reason, in extremities they have
eontroul by their supreme authority. There may he
cases of the last necessity, which I shudder to think
of, in which nothing but the power of the people,
acting byforce, can maintainor recover their usuJped
rights.
Such
must
occur
but seldom.
May
our
country never experience them!
There can be no good reason assigned why government should not be, like every thing else, conof which it
tinually advancing to all the perfection
is capable.Indeed,
as thehappiness of mankind
upon well-regulated and welldepends
more
administeredgovernment,than
on any thing subordinate in life or in arts, there is every reason for
bestowing all the time which every passing generation can bestow, in bringinggovernment
to its
utmost,point of attainableperfection.
It is the
business and the duty of those who now live, as they
of their
value. their own ,happiness and the happiness
posterity, to labour in the reform of abuses, and the
brther improvement of every
improveable
advantage. Would any man be listened
to
with
patience, who should say, that any useful art or manufactureoughtnotto
be improved by ingenious
projectors, because it does tolerably in its present
state, satisfies those who are ignorant of the excellence of which it is susceptible, and cannot be altered, even for the better, without cansingsome trouble,
for a time, among those who have been accustomed
to the present imperfect and erroneous methoda of
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conducting it? No; encouragements are held out
for improvement in all arts and sciences, conducive
to the comfort and aocommodation of human life.
What, then, in the first art, the art of diffusing happiness throughout nations, shall he who attempts
improvement be stigmatized as an innovator, prosecuted as a seditious intermeddler, andpersecuted
with the resentment of those who find their advantage
in the continuance of error, and the diffusion of abuse
&nd corruption?Howevercourtiers
may patronixe
silly establishments, which claim a prescriptive right
io folly, inutility, and evenmischievous consequences,
the commonsense of mankindwill revoltagainst
them, join in demanding reform, and in saying of old
customs, when become nuisances by alteration of
circumstances, that instead of being sanctifiedby
long duration, they are uow more honoured in the
breach than the observance.
But let the reformation be gentle, though firm;
wise, though bold; lenient to persons erring, though
severe against error.
Let her not alarm the friend
of liberty by sudden violence, but invite all to the
cause of truth and justice, by showing that she is
herself guarded, not only by truth and justice, but
by mercy. Let us show ourselves, in seeking political reformation, what we profess to be, a uation of
Christians, if not philosophers; apd let not a groan
be heard amid the acclarnationa of triumphant liberty,
nor one drop of blood sadden the glorious victory of
philosophy and Christianity over pride.
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SECTION XXXIX.
The Christiun Religion favourable to Civil Liberly, and likewise

to

Equality rightly understood.

YGUseldom meet with infidelity in a cottage. You
find evil and misery there, as in palaces; but you
do not find infidelity. The poor love the name and
religion of Jesus Christ. And they have reason to
love them, if they only consideredtheobligations
theyare under to them for worldly comfort, for
liberty, for instruction, for a due considerationin civil
society.
The rights of man, to mention which is almost criminal in theeyes
of despotical sycophants, are
plainly and irresistiblyestablished
in thegospel.
There is no doubt but that all his creatures are dear
to the Creator and Redeemer;but yet, from motives
of mercy and compassion, there is an evident predilection for the poor, manifested in our Saviour‘s
preaching and ministry. Theseareverystriking
words ; “The blind receive their sight, and the lame
walk; the lepers are cleansed, and the
deaf hear;
the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel
preached to them.” The instruction, the consolation,
theenlightening of the poor, are placed with the
greatdst of his miracles, the resuscitation of extinguished life. Who, indeed,didtrouble themselves
to care for the poor, till Jesus Christ set the glorious
example ? I t was a miraculous thing, in the eye of
the world, that a divine teacher should address himself particularly to those Kho could not reward him
with a worldly recompence. But he came to destroy
that inequalityamong mankind,which enabledthe
rich and great to treat the poor as beasts o f burden.
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He himself chose the condition of poverty, to show
the rich and proud of how little estimation are the
trifles they doat upon, in the eye of him who made
them, and who can destroy them at his pleasure.
Let us hear him open his divine commission. The
words are very comfortable, especially after reading
the histories of the tyrants who have bruised mankind with their rods of iron. W e find them in the
fourth chapter of St. Luke.
“ And there was delivered
unto him the book of
theprophet Esaias ; and when he hadopened the
book, he found the place wherein it was written:
“ The spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because he
hath appointed me to preach the gospel to the poor;
he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovery of sight to
the blind ; to set at liberty them that are bruised ;
cc To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
And he closed the book, and he gave it again to
the minister, and sat down, and the eyes of all them
that were in the synagogue were €astened on him,
‘c And he began to say unto them, This day is the
scripture fulfilled in your ears.
‘6 And all bare him witness, and
wondered at the
gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth:
and they said, Is not this Joseph‘s son ?”
-And soon after, ‘< Allthey in the synagogue
were filled with wrath, and rose up, and thrust him
out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill,
(whereon their city was built,) that they might cast
him down headlonh.”
Thus their aristocratical prejudices prevailed over
the first strong feelings of gratitude and grace. The
spirit of aristocracy displayed itself here in its genuine colours; in pride,cruelty,andviolence.Many
of the <;ribes (the lawyers) and pharisees were pro-
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bably iir the q-nagogoe, and their idu6nce riodn
prevailed on thepeople to show their impotent
malice against their best friend and benefactor. In all
ages, something of the same kind is obeervable. The
proud supportersi of tyranny, in which they hope to
partake, have always used false alarms, false plots,
cunningly-contrived nicknames and watchwords, to
set the unthinking people against those
who were
promoting their greatest good.
Wheh Christ began to preach, we read, in - the
seventh chapter of St. Luke, that the multitude and
the publicans heard him;butthe
scribes andthe
pharisees rejected the counsel of God towards them.
Tbey, like. all persons of similar temper and rank,
flourishing by abuses, could not bear innovation.
- The most powerful argumenttheyusedagainst
him was this question :--€lave
any of the rulers
and the pharisees believed in him ? In modern times
the question would bave been, Have any persons of
fashion and distinction givencountenance to him?
Does my lord-or my l a d y - o r Sir Harry go to hear
him preach?-Or is he somebody whom nobody
knows?-Such is the la~guageof the spirit of despotism, in all times and countries.
Three hundred years elapsed, in consequence of
these prejudices, before the gospel was
recogniaed and
received at court. And I am sorry to say that the
court soon corrupted its simplicity. Thepride of
life, always prevalentamongthose
who assume to
themselves good things enough to support and comfort thousands of individuals equally deserving, could
never brook the doctrines of Christ, which favoured
liberty and equality. It therefore seduced the Christians to a participation of power and grandeur; and
the poor, with theit rights, were oftea forgotten, in
the most splendid periods of ecclesiastical proeperity.
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Many nominal Christians have been and are as Brigtocratical as Herod and the chief priests and pharisees of Judea.
But theauthority of Jesus Christ himself must
have more weight with Christians, than all the pomp
and parade of the most absolute despots in Europe,
at the head of the finest troops in the universe. H e
taught us, when we pray, to say, Our Father. This
aloneis
sufficient to establish, on animmovable
basis, the equality of human beings. All are bound
to call upon andconsiderGod as theirFather, if
they are Christians ; and, as there are no rights of
primogeniture in Heaven, all are equal brothers and
sisters, coheirs, if they do not forfeit their hopes, of
a blessed immortality. But
thesearedoctrines
which the great and proud cannot admit. This world
is theirs, and they cannot hear that the beggar, the
servant, the slave, should betheir equal. We can
hardly suppose, in imagination, the Empress of
Russia, the King of Prussia, the Emperor of Germany, or any grandee with a riband, a garter, or a
star, kneeling down, and from his heart acknowledging, in his prayer, a poor private in a marching regiment, a poor wretch in a workhouse, or the servant
that rides behind his carriage, a brother. S o void of
reason and religion is a poor helpless mortal, when
drest in a little brief authority by the folly of those
who submit to be trampledunder foot by their equal;
a man born of a woman, like themselves, and, doomed,
like themselves, after strutting on the stage a few
years, to the grave. Our Saviour, with a wisdom
far above all the refinementof philosophy, frequently
inculcated the vanity of riches and power, and the
real preeminence of virtue.
And what say the apostles? Do they favour those
who wmp an wetural and .unreasonable power
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over their fellow-mortals, for the saker of gratifying
their own selfish vanity and avarice ? Let us hear
them.
St. Paul, in the first chapter of the First Epistle
tothe Corinthians, says, " You see yourcalling,
brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh,
(worldly-wise men,) not many mighty, not many noble
are called."
In the second chapter of the Epistle of St. James,
we read.
'' Has not God chosen the poor of this world to
be heirs of his kingdom ?" To which is added,
' 6 The rich men blaspheme that worthy name by
which ye are called."
These passages afford a very strong argument of
the truth, and divinity of the Christian religion, for
they contain the very doctrines which were foretold
severalhundredyearsbeforetheappearance
of
Christianity. Isaiah, in
his
twenty-ninth chapter,
speaking of the gospel, and its doctrines and effects,
expressly says,
c' The meek shall increase their joy in the Lord;
and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy
One of Israel."
The inference I would draw from all that has p r e
ceded, is, that the middle ranks and the poor, that
is, the great majority of mankind, should place a due
value on the gospel, not only
for its religious, but
also its civil and political advantages. It is the grand
charter of their freedom, their independence, their
equality. All the subtilty of lawyers, all the sophistry of ministerialorators,all
the power of all the
despots and aristocrats in the world, cannot annihilaterights,given,
indeed, byNature,but
plainly
confirmed by the Gospel. The words already cited
are too clear and explicit toadmit of misconstruction.
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Jesus Christ came to put an end to uujust inequality
in this world, whilehe revealedtheprospectof
another, where the wicked cease from troubling, and
the weary are atrest. 0 ye people, givenotthe
tyrants such an advantage as to part with your gospel. Preserve it, watch over it, as the pearl of great
price. It is your securityforpresentandfuture
may arise,
felicity. OtherHerods,otherNeroes
who will rejoice to see you voluntarily renouuce a
system which militates against their diabolical rule ;
rejoice to see you give up that which all the persecution of theancient Herods and Neroes in vain
attempted to abolish bv shedding blood.
I think it may be &ended on as indisputable,
that men who endeavour tosuppress allworks in
favour of truth,+ liberty, and the happiness of the
middle and poor classes of the people, would, if they
hadlived about onethousand seven hundred and
ninety-five years ago, havejoinedwiththe
high
priestsandrulers
to crucify JesusChrist.
They
would have prosecuted and persecuted him for sedition and high treason. They wodd have despised
and rejected the friend of Lazarus; and taken the
part of Dives, even in hell. The spirit of pride is
of the devil, and those who areactuated by that
spirit, in all their conduct, would have fallen down
and worshipped him, if hewould have put them
on the pinnacle of the temple, andpromised them
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them,
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That make a man a11 offender for a word.” Isaiah, xxix. 21.
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SECTION XI,.
The Pride which produces the Spirit of Despotism con.spicuous even wn
the T m h t o n e . It might be treated with total Neglect, i f i t did not
tend to the Oppressiou os the Poor, and to Bloodshed and Plunder.

DEATH
is thegreatteacherand
censor of human
vanity; but even death cannot repress the pride of
aristocracy-, or the insolence of riches, endeavouring
to make wealth and grandeur triumph over the law
of nature, a d outshine others even from the coffin
If we. look intothe churches and
andthegrave.
church-yards, we see the most insignificant of mankind honoured with the most magnificent monuments
of marble, the proudest trophies, sculptured urns, a
flattering inscription, and. agilded lie. The walls of
the sauctuaryarehung with banners, escutcheons,
helmets, and spurs ; which display the emptiness of
that preeminence which they are intended to emblazon. The poor body, which all this paint and finery
attends, lies mouldering inthe vault; andgiveit
but a tongue to speak, would exclaim, at the gaudy
sight, ‘‘ Vanity of vanities ! Mock not my humiliated
condition with the contemptible pageantry that misguided my feet from the path of reason and happiness, during my mortal e,sistence.” The only means
of being honourably distinguished, is to promote
most effectually the general happiness of human nature, and to seek private good in public beneficence.
The spirit of despotism is remarkably visible in
the mausoleum. Thereare fkmilies who seem to
thinkthattheir
precious bones would be contaminated, even if deposited in the consecrated cemeteries of the church, whereplebeianssleep;and
therefore they erect proud temples in their private
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domains, where their fathers may rot in state, m a p
proached by the vulgar. If they were illustrious inventors of arts and henefactors to nlankind, the clistinction might be a just compliment to their memorv,
and a useful incentive to emulation. But the person;
thus magnificently interred, are usually the most insignificant of the hrunan race; whoseverynames
would not be known a year after their deceast., if
they were not deeply engraven on the marble.
Many a citizen, llotorious for the meanest avarice,
as little distinguished for beneficence as abilities, is
decorated with the nmst sumptuous memorials which
the stone-cutter can raise for money; while Milton,
the glory of the nation, a man elevatedabovethe
rank of conmon humanity, had no monumental marble. But all that the herald's oflice can effect, all
t,hat can be done hy paintiug,gilding,and marble,
canuot ennoble the greatest favourite of a court, the
most successful adventurer in the East Indies, or the
mostopulentcontractorand
money-lender, like a
Paradise Lost. The nabobs fir~dtheir influence Carlnot secure theesteem of a few contemporaries, though
it may cnrnmand their votes, much less of whole
nations, and of late posterity. Money, the ouly god
vhich worldlingsworship,loses
it,s omnipotence
after the death of its possessor; and even the inheritor oftendespises the man who acquired it. TIE
undertaker, the escutcheon painter, and the sculptor,
are however employed to keep up the false pageantry
of insignificant opulence;and
a hearse,covered
over with coats of arms, is used for the purpose of
impressing the vulgar with a veneration for rank and
riches, while, iu the minds of men of sense, it excites
ridicule, and converts a funeral into a farce.
indeed the empty parade of pride, and the selfimportance of despotism itself, might furnish a laugh2c2
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able entertainment, if it were not productive of mischief, misery, and bloodshed. To support the vanity,
exclusive privileges, and high pretensions of those
who have little personal merit or services to recommend them to society, it is necessary tohave recourse
to military force and corruption. A system of terror
and coercion can alone keep down the people, and
compel a tameacquiescenceunderusurpedpower,
abused for the purposes of oppression.
Standing armies are thereforethegloryanddelight of allwho are actuated by the spirit
of despotism. They wouldhaveno
great objection to
military government and martial law, while power is
in their own hands, or in the hands of their patrons.
doctrine,
The implicit submission of anarmy,the
which the military system favours, that men in subalternstationsare
to act as they are bidden, and
never to deliberate on the propriety of the command,
is perfectlycongenial with the spirit of despotism.
The glitter, tf~epomp, the parade and ostentation of
war are also highly pleasingtominds
that prefer
to solid andsubstantial
splendourandpageantry
comfort. The happiness, which must everdepend
on the tranquillity of the people, is little regarded,
when set in competition with the gratification of personal vanity. Plumes,
lace, shining arms, and other
habiliments of war, set off the person to great advantage;and as to tl~ewretches who are slain or
wounded, plunged into captivity anddisease, in order
to support this finery, are they not paid for it ? Besides,they
are, for the mostpart,
in thelowest
class, and those whom uobody knows.
Such is the love of standing armies, in some
countries, that attempts are made to render even the
national militia little different from a standing army.
This circumstance alone is a symptom of the spirit

OF DESPOTISM.

38%

of despotism, A militia of mercenary substitutes,
under officersentirely devoted to a minister, must
add greatly to a standing army, from which, in fact,
it would differ only in name. Should the people be
entirely disarmed, and scarcelya musket and bayonet
in the countrybutunderthemanagement
of a
minister, throughtheagency
of servile lords lieutenant and venal magistrates,what defence wol~ld
remain, in extremities,either for theking or the
people?
The love of pomp and finery, though ridiculous in
itself, may thus become injurious t o liberty, and
by increasingthe military
thereforetohappiness,
order in the t i m e of peace, and when ministerial arts
havecontribnted to renderthatorderdevotedto
purposes of selfish aggrandizementorborough influence. Mindscapable of beingcaptivated with
the silly parade of war, are of too soft a texture to
grasp the manly principles of true patriotism. They
will usually prefer the favour of a court, which has
many shining ornaments to bestow, to the esteem of
a people. A heart deeply infected with the spirit of
despotism, despises the people too much to bein the
least solicitous toobtainpopularapplause.Praise
is but breath; and often, like the wind, veers about
inconstantly; and certainly will desert a manwho
hasdeserted the virtuousandbenevolentconduct
whichfirst excitedit.Butribands,
stars, garters,
places, pensions, usually last for life; andtitles
latest
posterity.
Honour, once
descend to the
gained by royal smiles, is a part of the family goods
andchattels,and
goes down, from generation to
generation, without requiring,to the dayof doom, any
painful exertion, any nleritorious services, but leaving
its happy possessors to the free
enjoyment of idleness
and tuxury. N o wonder,therefore, thatwhere the
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selfish spirit of despotism prevails, a bauble bestowed
by a court shall outweigh a whole people’s plaudits.
A coat of arms makes a-figure on the escutcheon
and
the tombstone; but not a scrap of gilded and painted
silk-not even a bloody hand, can be bestowed by
the most cordial esteem of the low multitude.
Heraldry itself, though a childish, is a harmless
vanity; but, as conducing very much to the spirit of
despotism, it becomes not only ridiculous, but pernicious. It makes a distinction, on which inen
plume themselves, without, me,rit and withoutservices. Satisfiedwith such a distinction,they will
be less inclined to acquire merit and to render services. They can inherit a coat of arms; or they can
buy one; or, which is morecompendious still, they
can borrow or inveut one. It is enough that they are
separatedfromthe
canaiile. The coach, the hall,
the church, is mowdedwiththeirachievements;
there is no or,casion for arduous exertion. They are
now raised above the vulgar. The work is done.
Their name is up; they may slumber in the repose
of useless insignificame, or move in the restlessness
of mischievousactivity. The coat of arms is at once
a shield for folly, and a banner in the triumph of
pride.
But both pride and folly sl~ouldbe permitted for
me to elljoy their baubles unnlolested, if they did not
lead to cruelty.
But pride agd folly are the causes
of war; therefore I hate them from my soul. They
glory in destruction; and among the most frequent
ornarnent,s, even of our churches, (the very houses of
peace,) are hung up on high trophies of war. Dead
men(themselves
subdued by theuniversalconqueror) are represented, by their surviving friends,
as rejoicing, even in their graves, in the implements
of manslaughter.
Helmets,
swords, and blood-
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stained flags hang over the grave, together with the
escutcheons and marble monuments, emblematical of
human ferocity; of those actions and passions which
well might oil and
Christianityrepudiates;foras
vinegar coalesce, as war and Christianity.
Spirit of despotism! I would laugh at all thy
extravagances,
thy
solemn mummery, thy baby
baubles, thy airs of insolence, thy finery and fripover virtue, genius, and
pery, thy impotent insults
all personal merit, thy strutting, self-pleasing mien
and language! 1 would considerthem all with the
eye of a Democritus, as affording a constant farce,
an inexhaustiblefund of merriment, didthey not
lead to the malevolent passions, which, in their
effects, forge chains for men born free, plunder the
and shed the blood of
poor of theirproperty,
innocence.

SECTION XLI.
CONCLUSION.

To meliorate the coudition of human nature can be
the only rationalend of government. I t cannot be
designed to favourone description of men, a minority
of men, at the expense of all others; who, having
received life from him who alone cangive it, received at the same time a right to enjoy it in liberty
md security. This was thecharter of Godand
nature; which no mortal, however elevated by conquest or inheritance, can annul or violate without
impiety. All government which makes not the advancement of human happiness, and the comfort of
the individuals who are subject to its controul, tbe
prime purpose of its operations,partakes of des-
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potism: and I have always thought that, in governments which boast of a free constitution, the views,
even of statesmen and politicians who espoused the
cause of liberty,have sometimes been too circumscribed. They have been attached tonames and families. They seem not always to haveopenedeither their
affections sineyes or hearts to objects truly great and
cerely catholic andphilanthropic.
I hate to hear
public men, who certainly can have no right to their
preeminence butfor the public good, professing themselves of the partyof an individual, and appearing to
forgetthegreatmass
of the people, the party of
human nature. The majority of men are poor andobscure. To them all party attachments to names and
families, little known as public benefactors, must appear at onceabsurd and injurious. Theyarethe
persons who stand in most need of protection and
assistancefromthepowerful.The
rich, underall
governments, have a thousand means of procuring
either comfort or defence. It is the mass, the poor and
middling ranks, unknown to and unknowing courts or
kings, who require all the alleviation which men enlightened by knowledge, furnishedwith opulence, elevated by rank, can afford to lessen the naturalevils of
life, aggravated by the moral and artificial. Governof alleviating, and sometimes
ment possesses the power
of removing, that moral and physical evil which imbittersexistence.
How deplorable, when government becomes so perverted as to increase the evil it
was designed to cure. Yet this has been, and is now
the case on a great part of the globe; insomuch that
Dr: Prideanx, whose inthe learned and judicious
tegrity is as well known as his ability, used to say,
cc That it was a doubt with him, whether the benefit
which tlle world receives from governmentwas
sufficient to make amends for the calamities which it
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suffers from the follies, mistakes, and mal-administrati011 of those that manage it.”
When it is considered how little the most boasted
governments have been able or inclined to prevent
the greaiest calamity of the world, the frequent recurrence of war, it is natural to conclude, that there
has been some radical defect or error in all government,hithertoinstituted
on theface of the earth.
Violence may be used where there is 110 government.
Governments pretend to direct human affairs by
reason; but war is a dereliction of reason, a renunciation of all that refinesand improveshuman
nature, and an appeal to brute force. Man descends
from the heights to which philosophersandlegislators had raised him io society;takes the sword,
andsurpasses the beasts of theforest in ferocity.
Yet, so far from thinking himself culpable, he deems
his destructive employment the most honourable of
all humanoccupations,becausegovernments
have
politicallycontrived to throw a glossy mantle, covered with tinsel and spangles, over the horrors of
bloodshed and devastation. Lf governments, with
all their riches and power, all their vannted arts and
sciences, all the mysterious policy of cabinets, all the
wisdom and eloquence of deliberating senates, are
unable to preserve the blessing of peace,uninterrupted,duringtheshortspace
of twentyyears
together, they must be dreadfullyfaulty,eitherin
theirconstitutionortheiradministration.
In what
consiststhe fault? I think in the selfish spirit of
despotism, pursuing the sordid or vain-glorious purposes of the governors, with little regard to the real,
substantialhappiness of the governed.Despotism,
in some mode or degree, has transformed the shepherds of the flock into wolves; has appropriated the
fleeces, shed the blood of the innoxious pnimals, torn
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down the fences of the sheepfold, and laid waste the
pasture.
Is there a government in the world but our own
that has legislated so equitably, as thatnone to whom
existence has bee11 given should want the necessaries
of existence; and where helpless age and infirmity, as
well as helpless infancy, should find a pillow to r e
pose on, and plenty to nourish it, without supplicating a man, equal by nature, for the cold and scanty
relief of eleemosynary charity? The truth is, power
gradually engrosses property; and the selfish spirit
of despotism is ever striving to appropriate all the
good, of every kind, which theearth is able to
produce.
National glory, the trappingsof a court, the parade
of armies, the finery of external appearance, have
been the silly objects of state solicitude; while man
wasleftto
bewail, in therecesses of wantand
obscurity, that his mother had brought him into a
world of woe, without means of comfort or support,
with littleotherprospectthan
to labourwithout
him, and
ceasing, to fight those who never injured
to die prematurely, unknown, and unlamented. All
his wretchedness has been aggravated by the insults
of unfeeling pride;
the
neglect
of aristocratic
grandeur, which, under the spirit of despotism,
mocked by the false pageantry of life, those who were
doomed to feel its real misery. The vain pomp and
glory of the world, held out the finger of scorn to
that wretchedness which itself contributed to create,
and would not relieve.
Threescore years and ten, and those often full of
labour and sorrow, constitute the space allotted to
the life of man in a venerable volume, full of beauty
as well as instruction, and worthy of great attention
independently of the high authority attributed ku it
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by thereligionestablishedbythelaws
of this
country. Few and evil areourdays,even
when
theyproceedtotheirnaturalextent,andareattended with the common portion of health and prosperity. Yet, as if a superfluity of years and happiness were lavished on men, the chief' business of the
greatest part of' governments on the whole earth has
been to abbreviate life, to poisonandimbitter
its
sweetestpleasures,andadd
newpungency toits
anguish. Yet see the false glitter of happiness, the
pomp and parade which such governments assume ;
observethegravityand
insolence of superiority
which their ministers, theirstatesmen,andtheir
warriors, assume, and you mouldimaginethem
a
commissioned regency, lord lieutenantssent
by
heaven t o rule this lower world, and to rectify all
disorders which hadescapedthevigilance
of the
Deity. The time has been
when they have actually
elaimed the title of God's vicegerents, and have been
literally worshipped as gods by the servile crew of
courtiers; men gradually bowed down by despotism
from the erect port of native dignity, and driven by
fear to crouch mder the most degradingof all superof a base fellowstition, thepoliticalidolatry
creature.
After all thelanguage of court adulation, the
praises of poets and orators, the statues and monuments erected to their
fame, the malignant consequences of their actions prove them to have been no
other than conspirators against the improvementand
bappiness of the human race. W h a t weretheir
means of conducting theirgovernments, of exercising
this office of heaven's vicegerents?Crafty,
dishonest arts, oppression,extortion,andabove
all,
fire and sword. They dared to ape the thunder and
lightning of heaven, and, assisted by the rnachina-
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tions of the grand adversary of inan, rendered their
imitative contrivances for destruction more terrible
anddeadlythantheoriginal.
Their imperial robe
derived its deep crimson colour from human blood;
and the gold and diamonds of their diadems were
accumulatedtreasures
wrung fromthefamished
bowels of the poor, born only to toil for others, to be
robbed, to he wounded, to be trodden under foot and
forgotten in anearlygrave.How
few, in comparison, have reached the age of threescore and ten,
and yet, in the midst of youth and health, their days
havebeenfull
of labour ant1 sorrow.He.aven’s
vicegerents seldom bestowed a thought upon them,
except when it was necessary either to inveigle or to
fbrce them to take the sword and march to slaughter.
Where God caused the sun to shine gaily, and scattered plenty over the land, his vicegerents diffused
famine and solitude. The valley which laughed with
corn, they watered with the tear of artificial hunger
and distress; the plain that was bright with verdure,
and gay with flowrets, they dyed redwith gore. They
operated on the world as the blast of an east wind,
as a pestilence, as a deluge, as a conflagration. Are
the horrors inflicted upon the Palatinate forgotten ?
Have theyyetceasedfrom
the earth?Castyour
eyes over the plains of Russia, Poland, a great part
of Europe, the wilds of Africa, and the gardens of
Asia; European despotism has united with oriental,
to unparadise the provinces of India.
Thus, if God, in his wisdom, has thought fit to allot
us a few evils for the purpose of discipline, the great
ones of theworldhaveendeavouredtomakethe
whole of life an evil to the despised and neglected
may profit by
million. The world is nowold,and
the lessons of experience.Shehasdecisively
declared, that despotism is tbe grqnd source of human
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misfortune, the Pandora'sboxout
of which every
curse has issued, and scarcely left even hope behind.
Despotism, in its extreme, is fatal to human happiness, and, in all its degrees and
modifications, injurious. The spirit of it ought therefore to be suppressedonthe
first andslightestappearance.
It
shouldbe the endeavour of everygood man, pru
virili, as far as his best abilities will extend, to extirpate all arbitrary government from the globe. It
should be swept from the earth, or trampled under
foot, from China to Peru. But no power is capable
of crushing the Hydra, less than the Herculean arm
of a whole people.
I lay it down as an incontrovertible axiom, that all
who are born into the world have a right to be as
happy in it as the unavoidable evils of nature, and
their own disordered
passions,
will allow. The
grand object of all good government, of all government that is not an nsurpation, must be to promote
this happiness, to assist every individual in its attainmentandsecurity.
A government chiefly anxious
about the emoluments of office, chiefly employed in
auqmenting i1.s own powerandaggrandizing
its
obsequious instruments, while it neglects the comfort
andsafety of individuals i n middle or low life, is
despoticand a nuisance. It is founded on folly as
well as wickedness, and, like the freaks of insanity,
deals mischief and misery around, without being able
toascertain or litnit its extent andduration.
If it
should not be punished as criminal, let it be coerced
as dangerous. Let the strait waistcoat be applied;butlet
men, judging fellow-men, always
spare the axe.
For whatrationalpurpose
could we enter into
life ? To vex, torment,and slay each other with
f i e sword? To be and tomake miserable ? No,
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by the sweet mercy of Heaven ! I firmly believe, that
the great King of Kings,intendedevery
son and
daughter of Adam to beas happy as the eternal laws
of nature, under his controul, permit them to bein this
sublunarystate.Execratedandexploded
be all
those politics,with Maclliavel, or theEvilBeing,
their author, which introduce systems of goverument
and manners among the great, inconsistent with the
happiness of the majority. Must real tragedies be for
ever acting on the
stage of human life? Must men go
on for ever to be tormentors and executioners
of’men?
Is theworldneverto
profit bytheexperience of
ages? Must not even attempts be made to improve
the happiness of life, to improve government, though
all arts and
sciences are encouragedintheir progresstoperfection?Mustthegrand
art, the sublimest science, that of meliorating the condition of
human nature, be stationary? No; forbid it reason,
virtue, benevolence, religion ! Letthe world be
mademore and morecomfortable toall who are
allowed the glorious privilege of seeing the s u n and
breathingtheliberal
air. Our forefathers
were
duped by priests and despots;, and,throughthe
timidity of superstition and the blindness
of ignorance,submittedtohemade
artificiallymiserable.
Let usexplodethat
folly which we see ; andlet
every mortal under the cope of heaveu enjoy existence, as long as nature will allow the feast t o continue, without any restraints on liberty but such as
the majority of uncorrupted guests unite in agreeing
to be salutary, and therefore conducive to the general festivity. Men are too serious in pursuing toys,
money, titles, stars, ribands, triumphs, any thing that
gives a momentary distinction,and gratifies anunmaul
y
pride. They have embraced a cloud for a goddess.
Let them dispel the mist, raised by false policy and
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crueldespotism. L e t them at lastdistinguish real
good, from Its delusive appearance. Let them value
duly, and pursue diligently, solid comfort, health,
cheerfulness,contentment,universalbenevolence,
nature and simand learn to relish the sweets of
plicity. They will thenseehappiness in something
besides the possessionof gold ; besides those external
marks of superiority which raise them to notice, and
distinguish them from their equals without a diilerence. Strife and wars will cease, when men perceive
that their highest happinessis most easily attainable
in a state of contented tranquillity; their guide, nature, and their guard, innocence.
The principal objects of all rational government,
such as is intended to promotehumau happiness, are
two; to preserve peace, and to diffuse plenty. Such
government will seldom tax the necessaries of life.
It will avoid wars ; and, by such humane and wise
policy, render taxes on necessaries totally superfluous. Taxes on necessaries are usually causedby war.
The poor, however, are not easily excited to insurrection. It is basecalumny whichaccusesthem.
They are naturally quiescent; inclined to submission
by theirhabits,and
willing to revereure all their
superiorswhobehaveto
them justly andkindly.
They deserve to he used
well. They deserve confidence. But oppression and persecution may teach
them to lift their gigantic arm, and then vain will be
resistance.Letnot
wars then be wantouly undertaken, which, besides their injustice and inhumanity,
tend more than any thing else, by increasing taxes,
to compelinsurrectionThe
poor man hears great
praises bestowed on the government he lives under,
the constitution. H e
andperpetualpanegyricson
knows little of general politics. He judgesfrom the
effects he feels. He knows that malt, leather, candles,

soap, salt, and windows, without which he cannot exist
in comfort, are so heavily taxed as sometimes io
exclude him from obtainingthescantyportionhe
wouldrequire. In return for the defalcationsfrom
malt, leather, candles, soap, salt, and windows ;. he
sees pensions, places, richcontractors,disgraceful,
ruinous, and bloody wars. Yet he rises up early, and
goeth forth to his work and his labour,with cheerfulness. Is he not a worthy, respectable member of society, and deserving of every indulgence? Ought he
to he insultedby opprobious appellations, considered as of no political consequence,, as possessing
no rights, and little removed from the cattle? Suppose millions of such men in a country, ought not
their wishes to be consulted, and a regard for their
comfort and securiCy to stop the sword, while emergingfrom its scabbard at the
command of a minister ?
Great reformsusually
come from the people.
They are slow to anger, and submitinpatience.
But grievances may become intolerable;andthen
their energy displays itself like a torrent, that has
long lain still and placid within the dam, which opposed its course to a certain point, but could resist
no longer.
When the people appear to be sunk in a political
lethargy, let not ministers confide too much in the
symptoms. A calm precedes a storm. Long continued abuses, heavy burdens, and severe grievances,
without a dream of hope, may awaken the lion.
Then, I think, those who have shown an inclination
to set up a power unknown to constitutionalfreedom, and to render government hostile to the people,
may justly fear.
And who, it may be asked, are they? I am happy
in the opportunity of declaring it myopinion, that
the king is not among them, Theyare men to whom

OF DESPOTISM.

40 i

neither the king nor the people are dear. They are,
in a word, the oligarchy of boroughmongers, whose
power is founded on an usurpation; and
whose assumed sovereignty is no lessinconsistent with the
realfreedom of a kingthan of a people. A most
respectable society, not long ago, asserted in a petition to the house of commons, and offered to prove
it at the bar, that one hundred and
fifty-four men
nominate and appoint a. majority of the house. Has
of theprincipal
it not beensuspected,thatone
causes of a war was the preservation
of this oligarchy;
by turning the attention of the people from a reform
of parliament,andendeavouring
togiveadeadly
stab ta liberty. If thesuspicionbe
well founded,
this very circumstance is the strongest argument for
reform
which
has
ever
been
produced.
Oceans
of blood, andtreasureenoughto
relieve'all the
poor in the nation for many pears, lavished to establish a despotism, inimical to the king, the people,
andtohumannature
! W e have now reached the
source of the evil, a source not so concealed as the
fountain of the Nile. I t is the corruption of boroughs, andtheinterference
of ministers, peers,
placemen, pensioners,andexpectants,
in parliamentary elections,-which causes the spirit of despotism to illcrease ; for nat.ure,reason,
andselfby corrupt
interest too, if they were not counteracted
influence, would revolt at it. The egg would be instantlycrushed, if it were not constantly guarded
andfosteredinthe
warm, well-fortified nest of
borough influence, directingallmeasuresand
disposing of all patronage.
But they are all honourable men,
who are concernedinthis
influence. Doubtlessthey
are not
morally worse or better than othersin their situation.
Theirsituation renders them politically iniquitous,
VOL. v.
2 D
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THE SPIRIT

The world is governed by men, and men by their
passions, and their supposed interest. But
it is the
business of laws to restrain them. The people are
bound to watch the conduct of all, whose conduct is
influential on their welfare. Unlimited confidence
should be given to no mau, when the happiness of
millions isconcerned in theconsequences of his
actions or counsels.
The common people,” says a sensibleauthor,
f C generally think that great
men have great minds,
and scorn base actions; which judgment is so false,
that the basest and worst of all actions have been
done by great men. They have often disturbed, deceived, and pillaged the world; andhe who is capable
of the highest mischief is capable of the meanest.
He who plunders a country of a million of money
would, ‘in suitable circumstances, steal a silver
spoon; and a conqueror, who stealsand pillages a
kingdom, would, in an humbler situation, rifle a portmanteau.” I should not, therefore, choose to expose
my watch or purse in a crowd, to those men who
have plundered Poland, if, illstearl of possessing a
crown of jewels, and the pocket of submissive nations, they had been in &e circumstances of a Barrington. Nor, though men should be called honourable, will itbe safe totrustourlibertiestotheir
honour, without some collateral security ; especially
when me see them interfering with and controlling
laws, and contrary
elections, contrarytoexpress
not only to the dictates of honour, but of common
honesty. Theyusurp a power forthe gratification
of pride and avarice, which they cannot hold but to
the injury of the lawful andright owners. How
differs this, in R moral view, from robbery? IC
differs, in a political view indeed, inasmuch as it is
infinitely more injurious to society.
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Theopposers
of reform, the invaders of the
people's rights, are no less blind and short-sighted
than meanly selfish. Let them pour their venom on
the people, anddispute popular claims tonatural
right, as much as they please ; the people must at
last triumph, and liberty will in time flourish all over
Europe. Butlet them also use a littleforesight;
consider what revolutions may be, by viewing what
have been ; and not exasperate mankind too much,
lesttheirritationandresentmentshouldproduce,
what God in his mercy, avert, a sanguinaryvengeance.
I take my leave on this occasion, recommending,
from the bottom of my heart, to men in power, measures of conciliatioll. Let them come among us with
healing in their wings. Let them concede with cheerfuluess, whatever cannot be denied without injusticeLet them show themselves real friends to liberty and
1na11. The English nation is remarkableforgenewill be
rosity and good-nature.Alltheirmistakes
forgiven. There will be no leadinginto captivity,
and no complaining in our streets. Mercy and truth
shalltneet together;and righteousness andpeace
rekiss each other. In a word;letparliamentbe
formed. This measure will remove all grievances,
and satisfy all demands. It will at once give permanency to the throne, and happiness to the people.
Kings will be republicans, in the true sense of that
term; and the spirit of despotism become the spirit
of philanthropy.
"r ,
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UnlesseitherPhilosophers bear rule in states, or those who are
now called Kings and Potentates, learn to philosophise justly
and properly, andthusboth
civil power and philosophy are
united in the Same person, it appears to me that there can be
no cessation of calamity either to states or to the whole human
race.

ITpleases AImighty

God to raise up, from time to
time, men of extraordinary abilities, combined with
virtuesnolessextraordinary
; who, in thedark
shine, like the
night of ignoranceandprejudice,
nocturnal lamp of Heaven, with solitary but serene
lustre ; obscuredindeed a t first by thegathering
clouds of envy, unseen awhile through the voluntary
by
blindness of self-interest;almostextinguished
civil and ecclesiastical bigotry; but at length, hursting through every obstacle, and reflecting a steady
light on thoselabyrinths
o f error which lead to
misery. Such was ERASMUS;
a name, at the mention
of which, all that is great and good, and learned and
free, feels a sentiment of cordialrespect, and rises
t o pay a voluntary obeisance.
God had given him an intellect in a state of vigbnr
rarely indulged to the sons of men. Trained in the

~
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school of adversity, he sought and
found in it the
sweet solace of learning and virtue. He there cultivated his native talents by early and constant exercise ; and thus acculnulated, by indefatigable industry, a store of knowledge ; which, by means of an
eloquence scarcely exceeded in the golden ages, he
lavishly dissen~inatedover the world, at that time
barren, dark, and dreary,to enlighten and t o fertilize it.
God had given him not onlya preeminent intellect,
but a gift still more estimable, a good andfeeling
heart, a love of truth, a warm philanthropy, which
prompted him to exert his fine abilities, totally regardless of mean honours, or sordid profits, in diffusing most important information, in an age when human
misery was greatly augmented by gross ignorance,
and when man, free-hornbutdegraded
man, was
bound down in darkness, wit11 double shackles, in
the chains of a twofold despotism, usurping an ahsolute dominion, both in church and in state, over
the body and the soul.
These two gifts combined formed an Erasmus; a
man justly deemed and called the Phenis of his
age. He it was who led the way both to the revival
of learningand the restoration of religion. Taste
and polite letters are no less indebted t o him than
rational theology. Liberty acknowledges him as one
of her noblest assertors.
Had he not appeared and
of
fought on the side of humanity, with the spear
truth and thelash of ridicule, Europe,instead of
enjoyingorconiending
for freedom at this hour,
might perhapshave heenstill sunk in tbe dead
repose of servitude,orgalled
with the iron hand
of civil tyrauts ;'allied, for mutual aid, in a villanous confederacy, with the
despotism
of eccle.
. Force-and fraud,availing themselves of the
siastics.
~

."
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superstitious fears of ignorance, had united against
the people, conspired against the majority of men,
anddealttheircursesthroughtheland
without
mercy or controd. Then rose Erasmus, not indeed
furnished with the arms of thewarrior,but richly
adorned with thearts of peace. By theforce df
superiorgeniusand
virtue, he shook thePontiff's
chair under him, and caused the thrones of the despotsto tremble. They shrunk, like the uglybirds
of the evening, from til; light ; they wished to hide
themselves in the smoke that they had raised around
them ; but the rays of his genius penetrated the artificial mist and exposed them to the derision of the
deludedandoppressedmultitude.
The fortress of
the tyrant and the mask of the hypocrite were both
laid open on the combined attack of argument and
ridicule.
I t was impossible but that the penetrating mind of
Erasnlus should see the grave follies, and mark the
sanctified villanies of histime.
H e saw them, and
laughed them to scorn. He took tlle side of human
nature; servingevery body, and obliging nobody.
H e sought no reward, buttheapprobation
of his
God and his conscience ; and left thelittle great
ones to contendamong themselves, unenvied and
nnrivalled by him, fur coronets, mitres, croziers, and
cardinals' hats, while he, undignified, untitled, unknown by any addition to the name of Erasmus,
studied, and successfully promoted, the improvement and happiness of hurnau nature;the
great
society of all humau beings united under one king,
their common Creator and Preserver.
As he marked and reprobated the folly and misery
of superstition, so he saw and no less clearly demonstratedthe
absurdity, the wretchedness, and the
wickedness of'WAR; His heartfelt for the misery
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of man, exposed by the perverseness of his rulers,
in addition to the natural and moral evil he is doomed to suffer, to all the calamities of war. He found
in his intellectual storehouse, arms sufficient to encounter this giant fiend in his castle. On the rock
of Religion he planted the artillery
of solid arguments. Theretheystillstand;and
when the impediments of prejudice, pride, malice, and ambition
shall be removed, which now retard their operation,
they will beatdowntheill-founded
citadel, but
tressed as it is by all the arts and arms of human
power,endeavouringtobuild
a fanciedfabric of
selfish or private felicity on the wreck and ruins of
human nature.
Erasmus
demands
attention.
His learning, his
abilities will rewardattention.
His disinterestedness secures, from all disinterested men, a most respectfulattention.Poorinthe
world, but rich in
genius; obscure at his birth, and unpreferred at his
death, but illustrious by his virtues, he became
the
self-appointed champion of man, a volunteer in the
service of miserable mortals, an unbought advocate
in the cause of those who could ollly repay him with
their love and their prayers ; the poor outcast, the
abject slave of superstition or tyranny, and all the
nameles9, numberless sons of want atid woe, born
only to suffer and to die.
i'his great man has actually succeedediu exploding
ecclesiastical tyranny: for we are greatly indebted
to him for the reformation. W e feel at this hour,
andacknowledgewithalacrity,the
benefit of his
theological labours in removing one cruel prejudice.
It is true he has notyetsucceeded in abolishing
war. Success was more difficult, wherearguments
only were to be opposed to men of violence, armed
with muokets, bayonets, and trains af artillery. The
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very diu of arms stifles the still small voice of reason.
But the friends of man will not yet despair, Erasmus
their guide ; God and nature urging their exertions,
and a bleeding world imploring their merciful intcrference. Theirs is a real crusade : the olive, the
clove, and the cross, their standards; the arts of
persuasion, thir arms; mercy to man, their watchword ; the conquest of pride, prejudice, and passion,
their victory ; peaceandhappiness, truth and justice, religiou and piety, their tropl~iesand reward.
With such enemies as pride, prejudice, and passj011,the conflictmustbe long and obstinate. The
beneficent efforts of Erasmus were violently opposed
whilehelived,
and his name aspersed withthe
hlackest calumny. Where indeed is the great benefactor to society at large, the friend of marl, not o f a
faction, who has not been opposed, who has not been
calumniated by those who are selfishly interested in
the misery of others, and personallybenefitted by
the continuation of abuse? By what description of
men was Erasmus opposed ? By sordid worldlings,
wearing the cloak of religion, to hide the ugliness of
their avarice and ambition; by opulent dunces,
whose stupidity was exceeded by nothing but their
malice, selfisbly wallowing in luxury, and forgetful
that any existed but themselves, with rights to God's
best gifts, life, comfort, peace, and liberty; by
wretches sunk in the dull indolence of unwieldy
pomp, who claimed a prescriptive right to respect ;
and considered all the active part of mankind as
mere vassats, and all that dared to suggest impmve
ment, either civil or ecclesiastical, as dangerous and
seditious innovators ; by priests, who thought, and
indeed justly thought, that, in proportion as the light
of knowledge was diffused, their craft was in danger,
By t h e , and such as these, Erasmun ww opposed
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in his endeavours to revive learning, and to reform
a lordby God’s
religion. But, greatbynature,
creation,a pontiff by the election of his own superiorgenius, virtue, learning, and piety,he rose
above all his opposers. They feared and’honoured,
while they hatedandcalumniated him. Popes, emperors, and kings courted his favour; and through
him a
dread of his heaven-bestowedpower,paid
Sincerer and more reverential homagethan
they
everextorted from their myrmidons. Thoughhe
was stigmatized as an innovator, menaced, slandered,
harassed by literary controversy, they felt the weight
of his superiority, bowed to him fiom their thrones,
and would gladly have domesticated him in their
palaces ; but he spurned their offers, and preferred,
to the most splendid servitude, that liberty which he
loved, and whose charms he had displayed to nations
pining in darknessand in dungeons. Such, tothe
honour of truth and goodness, of genius andlearning,
such was the natural dominion of real and indisputable abilities, preserved in a state of independence
by a virtueequally real, and a spirit truly
uoble,
Every one has probably heard, that it has been said
by Bruyere, and repeated by all true friends to personal merit, that “ h e who cannot be anErasmus,
‘‘must content hin~selfwith being a bishopyy One
may go farther and say, that he who cannot be an
Erasmus, must condescend to a second rank, and be
satisfied with becoming a pope, or an emperor. The
dominion of genius and virtue like his was indeed of
divine right. It was the gift of God for the good of
man.
I have thus submitted my ideas, and the ideas of
his own age, and of all the protestant literati, concerning the author of this .Frapmwt 01b War, which
I now place before the English reader. In the course
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of my reading I found it accidentally ; and, struck
with its excellence, translated
it freely; moderaising it, and using, whereperspicuityseemedto
require, the allowed liberty of occasional paraphrase.
I havenotindeedscrupledtomakethoseslight
alterations or additions which seemed necessary, to
give the author’s ideas more completely to the English reader, and to render the meaning fullyintelligible, without a marginal c,ommentary. I t will occur
to every one, thatthepurposes
of philanthropy
rather than of philology, thehappiness of human
nature rather than the amusetnents
of verbal criticism,
were intended bv the author, as well as the translator, in this Dissertation.
There will never be wantingpamphleteersand
journalists to defend war, in countries where prime
ministers possess unlimited patronage in the church,
inthe law, in thearmy, ill the navy, inallpublic
offices, and where they can bestow honours, as well
as emoluments, on the obsequious instrumentsof their
own ambition. I t seems now to be the general wish
of indolent luxury in high life, to throw itself on the
public for maintenance ; hutthestrongestbridge
may break when overladen. Truth will then prevail;
and venality and corruption, exceeding all
bouncls,
be driven into everlasting exile.
It gives me pleasuretodiscover,that
my own
favourable opinion of this philanthropic piece is confirmed by so great a critic as Bavle; whose words
are these, in a note on the life of Erasmus :
“ Jamais h m m e n’a 6tk plus kloignb que lui de
l’humeur impktueuse de certa.ins thkologiens, qui se
Pour lui, il airnoit la
ylairentcornerlaguerre.
paix et il en conmissoit l’importance.
“Une des plus belles dissertations, que I’on puisse
lire est celle @Erasme sur le proverbe, Duke 6eZZum
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i2Lexperti.s. I1 y fait voir qu'il avoitprofondement
ldditt: les plus importans principes de la raison et
de Phangile, et les causes les plus ordinaires des
guerres. I1 fait voir que la mbchanceti: de quelques
particnliers, et la sottise" des peuples, prodnirent
presque toutes les guerres; et qu'une chose, dont les
causes sont si blamables, est presque toujours suivie & m e t r B s pernicieux effet. 11 prktend que ceux
que leur profession devmit le plus engager a dkconseiller les guerres, ea sont les instigateurs.***#*
C( kes loix, poursuit-il, les statuts, les privilkges,
tout cels demeure
sursis, pendant lefracas des armes.
Les Princes trouvent d o r s cent nloiens de parvenir
B la puissance arbitraire ; et de l a vient, que quelques-nns ne sauroient suffrir la paix."
Nea.r three hundred years have elapsed since the
compositiou of this Treatise. In so lorg a period,
the most enlightened which the history of the world
can display, it might be supposed that the diffusion,
of Christianity, and
the
iulprovements
in arts,
sciences, and civilisation, would either have abolished
war, or have softeneditsrigour.
I t is however a
nlelancholy t,ruth, that war still rages in the world,
polished as it is, and refined by the beautiful arts, by
the belles leftres, and by a most liberal philosophy.
Within a few years the warriors of a pighty and a
Christian kingdom, were instructed
to hire the savages of America to fight against a sister nation, or
rather its own child; a nation speakingthesame
language with its parent, worshipping thesame God,
and hoping to become a joint. lleir of immortality.
The savages were furnished with hatchets, t.o c;t
and hack the flesh and, bones of their fellow Chris.

*

War is a game, which, were their subjects wise,

Kings would not play at.

._
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tians; of those who may be deemed in a political
sense,theirbrothers,
sisters, and children. The
savages cruel enough by nature, finding their cruelty
encouraged by Christians,used
the hatchet, the
tomahawk, andthescalping
knife, with redoubled
alacrity. The poor Indiaus were called, by those
who justified the employnlent of them, the- means
which God and nature pit into their hands; and the
engaging of them on their side was thonght a master-stroke of political wisdon~. Thev were rewarded
with money, aud numbered among good and faithful
allies.+ After efforts so execrable, theveryparty

* A secretary of state, in a letter to General Carleton, dated
Whitehall, March 26, 1777, says : ‘‘ As this plan cannot be advantageously executed without the assistance
of Canadians and Indians,
his hlajesty strollgly recommends it to your care to furnish both
expeditions withgood and sufficient bodies of those men. And I am
happy in knowing that your influence among them is S O great,
that there can be 110 room to apprehend you will lind it difficult to
fulfil his Majesty’s intention.”
In the <‘ Thoughts for ronductillg the War from the Side of Canada,’’
byGeneral Uurgoyne, that generaldesires n thousand or Elore
savages. This man appears to hare been clever, and could write
comedies and act tragedies, utringu? paratus.
ColonelUutlerwasdesired
to distrillutetheking’sbountymoney among suchof the savages as would join thearmy ;and, :ifter the cleliveryof the presents, he asks for 40111. York currency,
before he left hliagarn. H e adds, in a letter that was laid on t h e
table in the House of Commons, ‘‘ I h t t e r myself that you will
not think the expense, however high, to be useless, or given with
too lavish a hand. I waited seven days to deliver them the presents, and GIVE ‘rmm TIIE HATCIIET, which they accepted* and promised to make use of it.” This letter is dated Ontario, J u l y 28,
1177.
I n another letter, Colonel Butler says, The Indians threw in s
heavy fire on the rebels, and made a shocking slaughter with their
spears and hatchets. The success of this day will plainly show
the utility of your excellency’s constant support of my unwearied
endeavours to conciliate to his majesty so serviceable a body of
allies.” Tliis letter is
from Colonel Butler to Sir Guy Carleton,
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which put the hatchet into the hands of the savages,
for the purpose of hewing their brothers in pieces,
was vanquished, and piled their arms with ignominy,.
in sight of an insulted foe; leaving posterity to contemplate the scene with the indignation ever due to
the
savagebarbarity,andatthesametime,with
contempt which naturally falls on malice of intention,
cruelly displayed without power of execution.
Havethegreatandpolishednations
of Europe
profitedbythisdetestableexample,andavoided
every approach io barbarity? What must we think
of the Duke of Brunswick‘s manifesto? W h a t must
be said of engagingAlgerinepirates,against
inoffensive merchantmenpursuingtheirbusiness
in
the great waters ; what of instigating the Indians of
America once more, against a friendly nation in a
state of perfect peace? Rumours of such enormous
cruelty and injustice, in very recenttimes, have been
diffused by men in high rank, and of most indisputable authoritv. If they are founded, never let it be
said that thewarguments against war,which Erasmus
and other philanthropists have used, are needless, in
the pre,sent times of boasted lenity and refinement.
Have the French, or the Germans,
or the Russians
conducted themselves withsuch exemplary humanity,
as to prove to the world that exhortations to it no
are
longer necessary ? Tens of thousauds of those who
could answer this question most accurately, are now
sleeping in the grave ; where the wicked cease fi.onz
troubling, and the weary cwe at rest.
dated Camp before Fort Stanmix, Aug. 15, 17’17.--See also Burgoyne’s proclamation.
I11 another letter to Sir Guy Carleton, of July ZS,Colonel Butler
very coolly says, ‘<Many ofthe prisoners were, conformably to the
Indian custom, afterwards killed.” Seemoreon this subject,in
page 226 of a volume intituled “The Speeches of Mr. Wilkes,”
printed in the year 1786.
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The ferocity of native barbarians admits of some
excuse, from their state of ignorance unenlightened,
and of passion unsoftened, by culture. They profess
not a religion which teaches to forgive. But a similar ferocity, coolly, deliberatelyapproved,
recommended, and enforced by the highest authority, in a
state justly pretending to all the polish of cultivated
manners, and professing the purest Christianity, is
n~ischievous,flagitious, and detestable, without one
The blackness of the
alleviating
circumstance.
deed is not diluted with one drop of a lighter colour
to softenthe shade. Let the curtainfall upon the
picture. Let no historian record such conduct in the
annals of his country, lest it be deemed by posterity
a libel on human nature.
T o eradicate from the bosom of man principles
which argue not only obduracy, but malignity, is certainly the maill scope of the Christian religion; and
the clergy are never better employed in their grand
work, the melioration of human nature, the improvementof general happiness, than wheu they are reprobating all propensities whatever, which tend, in
any degree, to produce, to continue, or to agcrravate
b
the calamities of war;those calamities whlcll, as
hismajestygraciouslyexpressed
it, in one of his
speeches from the throne,* are inseparable from a
state of war.
The most ardent zeal, the most pertinacious obstinacy is displayed in preserving the minutest articIe
of what is called
orthodox
opinion.
But,
alas!
what, in a world of woe like this, what signifies our
boasted orthodoxy in matters of mere speculation, in
matterstotallyirrelevant
to humanhappiness or
misery? W h a t signifies a jealous vigilance over
thirty-nine articles, if we neglect one article,, the law
VOL.
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of charity and love ; if we overlook the weiyhtier
muttem, which CHRISThimself euacted, as articles of
his religion,indispensably tobe euhscribed by all
who hope for salvation in him ; I mean forgiveness
of injuries, mercy, philanthropy,humility ? There
is nothing so heterodox, 1 speak under the correction
of the reverend prelacy, as war, and the passions
that lead to it, such as pride, avarice, and ambition.
The greatest heresy I know, is to shed the blood of
an innocent man, to rob by authority of a Christian
government, to lay waste by law, to destroy by privilege, that which constitutes the health, the wealth,
the comfort, the happiness, the sustenance of a fellow-creature, and a fellow Christian. This is heresy
and schism with a vengeance ! against which we ought
most devoutly to pray, ina daily litany, or a new form
of prayer. Where, after all the heart-hnrnings rand
blood-shedding occasioned by religious
wars ;where is
the true church of Christ, but in the hearts of goodmen;
the heartsof merciful believers,who from principle, in
ebedience to and for the love of Christ, 8s well as
from sympathy,labour for peace, go about doing
good, consulting, without local prejudice, the happiness of all men, and instead of confining their good
effices to a smallpart, endeavour to pour oil into
the wounds of sufferinghuman
nature? I n the
hearts of such men, united in love to God and his
creatures, is the church of Christ. Stone walls and
eteeples are not necessary to the true church; and
mitres and croziers are little better than helmets and
swords, when the wearers of them countenance by
their counsels, or even connive at by their silence,
the unchristian passions and inburnan practices in.
separable from a state of war. The poor soldier in
the held is but an inrtrument in the hand@of others.
The counsellora of war;-they are the warriors. The
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ministers of state ;-they are the disturbersof peace;
andsurely it islawful to censure them, for their
heads are unanointed.
The passions which lead to war are diseases. Is
there 110 medicineforthem ? There is a medicine
and an antidote. There is a catholicon provided by
the great Physician; and it is the pious office of the
egris mortalibus, topoor
clergytoadministerit,
mortals lying sick in the great hospital of the world.
Take physic, Pomp,” they may say to all princes
who delight in war;-imbibe
the balsamic doctrines
of thegospel.Pride,
avarice, and ambition, are
indeed diBcult to cure; but it must be remembered
that the medicine is powerful ; and the good physician, instead of despairing,redoubleshis
efforts,
when the disease is inveterate.
1 hope the world has profited too much by experience, toencourageany
offensive war,underthe
name and pretext of a holy war. Whether religion
has been lately made use of to justify war, let others
judge. W e read in a recent form, an ardent prayer
for protection against c6 those who, in the very centre
of Christendom, threaten destruclion to Christianity,
and desolation to every country where theycan erect
their bloody standard !” It is meet, right, and our
houndenduty to prayforprotection
a p i n s t such
men; but it would be alarming to those who remeber the dreadful havoc
of religious wars in former
ages,if at thisperiod,religion
were publicly and
solemnly assigned as a reason for continuing war. I
think the apostolical method of converting the cc declared enemies to Christian kings, and impious blasphemers of God‘s holy name,” must be more desirable
to bishops and archbishops than the arm of flesh, the
sword of the destroyer. The prayer ends with these
words.: 6c We are devoutly sensible, that all our
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efforts will he iur"ffectua1, unless thou, 0 God, from
whom comet11 our help, and from whom alone it, can
come, goest forth w-ith ourfleetsandarmies.
Our
counsels, our hands, and our hearts, are under thy
Allnightvdirection.
Direct them,(the hands, &c.)
0 Lord,-to such exertions as may manifest u s to be
under thy guidance. Convince our adversaries that
thine arm (assisted by our hands) stretched out, can
defeat the most daring designs against our peace;
and that those who lift up their banners abainst thee,
(that is, against us), shall be humbled under thy Almighty hand." If this is not to represent a war as a
holy war, whatconstitutes a holy mar? As the
prayer comes from great authority, it is tobereceived with deference; but it may be l a w f u l to suggest, that it would have been very- consistent with
Christianitytohaveprayedingeneralterms,
for
peace without blood ; t o have prayed for our " adversaries" that they n~ighthe '(convinced" of their
fatalerrors,notbyourhands,hutbypersuasion,
and by thegrace of God. There follows indeed
another very ardent prayer
for ourenemies;than
which nothing can be more proper. It is only to be
lamented, that Christianity should be represented in
the former prayer, by those who are supposed best
to understand it, as in any respe,ct countenancing the
propagation of the faith, or the conversion of' unbelievers, by the sword, by fleets and armies, by exertions of the hand in the field of battle. Let Mahornet
mark the progress of the faith by blood. Such modes
of erecting the Cross are an abomination to Jesus
Christ. Is it, after all, certain, that the slaughter of
the unbelievers will convert the survivors to the religion of the slaughterers ? Is the burning of a town,
the sinking of a ship, the wounding and killing hundreds of.thousands in the field, a proof of the'lovely
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and beneficent spirit of that Christianity to which
the enemy is to be converted, by the philanthropic
warriors?Have
not Jews, Turks,and infidels of
all descriptions,triumphed in theeverlasting wars
ofthose who profess to be the disciples of the peac,e-,
ful Jesus, the teachers and preachers of the gospel of
peace ?
The composers of these prayers are probably pious
and good men; but, in treading in the footsteps of
less enlightened predecessors, are they not, without
intending it, rendering religion subservient t o a secular ambition Y They sometimes censurepolitics
as thesubject of sermons;butare
politics more
allowable in prayers than in sermons? and is it right
in twelve million of men to pray, by order of the
shepherds of their souls, forvengeancefromtheir
common Father on thirty million? To pray for mercy
on themall ; to pray that wars may cease over the
whole world; to pray that those who haveerred
and are dewived may be persuaded t o think and to
do what is right;-This is iucleed princely, episcopal,
Christian, and humane.
The Christianreligioniseithertrue
or untrue.
If true, as thechurch teaches, as I firmly believe,
and as the law require'susall
to believe; then it
must be of the highest importance to men individually, andtherefore in the aggregate. It is the first
concern'ofthe whole hunlan race.Nationalpolicy
shrinks to nothing, in comparisou with the happiness
of the universal family of a11 mankind. If the Cbristian religion be true, it must supersede all the measures of worldly wisdom, which obstruct its views: or
interfere with its doctrines; therefore it must supersede war : if false, then why a national establishment
of it, in the very country w k h pronounces it false ?
why an order of clergy publicly maintained to sup-
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port it ? why do we see churches every where rising
around us? why this hypocrisy? why is it not ab&
lished, as an obstacle to military operations, and to
other transactions of state necessity? The language
of deeds is more crediblethan the language of words;
and the language: of deeds asserts that the Christian
who defend war, must
religion is untrue.They
defend the dispositions which lead to war; and these
dispositions are absolutely forbidden by the gospel.
The veryreverse of themisinculcatedinalmost
every page. Those dispositions being extinguished,
war must cease; as the rivulet ceases to flow when
the fountain is destitute of water ; or as the tree no
longerbudsand
blossoms, wbenthe fibres, which
extract the moisture from the earth, are rescinded or
witbered. It is notnecessarythatthereshould
be
ia the gospel an absoluteprohibition of warin so
many express words ; it is enough that malice and
revenge are prohibited. The cause
ceasing,
the
effect can be no more. Therefore I cannot think it
consistent with the duty of a bishop, or any other
clergyman, either to preach or pray in such a manner
as to countenance, directly or indirectly, any war,
but a war literally,truly, and notjesuitically, a
defensive war pro a r i s et focis ; and even then, it
would be more characteristic of Christian divines to
pray for universal peace, for a peaceable conversion
of the hearts of our enemies, rather than for bloody
victory.
Wars of ambition, for the extension of empire
or for the gratification of pride, envy, and malioe,
can pever be justified; and therefore
it is, that all
belligerent powers agree to call their several wars
defqmive in thefirst instance, and then, just and
neceesary, This ia zt tacit, but a very striking acknowledgment, on all sides, that aiTeaeive war ir
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unjustifiable. But the misfortune is, that power is
never without the aid of ingenious sophistry to give
the name of right to wrong ; and, with the eloquence
which Milton attributesto the devil, to make the
worse appear the better cause.
But as war is confessedly PUBLICA MUNDI CALAW ~ A B ,the common misfortune of all the world, it
is time that good sense should interpose, even if
religion were silent, to controul the mad impetuosity
of its cause, ambition. Ambition is a passion in itself
illimitable. Macedonia’s madman was boundedin
his ravages by the ocean. The deTigod, Hercules,
was stopt in his progress by the pillars, called after
his name, at Gades; but to ambition, connected ag
it usually is, in modern times, with avarice, there is
no ocean, no Gades, no limit, but the grave. Had
Alexander, Caesar, Charles theTwelfth, or Louis the
Fourteenth, been immortal in existence on earth, as
they are in the posthumous life of fame, they must
have shared the world among them in time, and
reigned in it alone, or peopled with their own progeny. The middle ranks,among whom chiefly resides learning,virtue, principle, truth, every thing
estimable in society, would have been extinct. Despots would have let none live but slaves ; and thasse
only, that they might administer to their idleness,
their luxury, their vice. But though Alexander and
Cmsar, and Charles and Louis, are dead, yetamhition is still dive, and nothing but the progress of
knowledge in the middle ranks, and the prevalence
of Christianity in the lowest, have prevented other
Alexanders, otherCmars,
other Charleses, and
other Louiaes, from arising, and, like the vermin of
an east wind, blasting the fairest blossoms of humau
felieity. Many Christian Rulers might with gmat
prcyiety employ, like the Heathen, R remerubranax,
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to sound for-ever in their ears, Forget not that thou
art a man; to tell them, thatthepoorestsoldier
under their absolute command was born, like them,
of woman, andthatthev
like him shalldie.
The
clergy, in Christian countries, possess
this office of
remembrancers to the great as well as to the little.
To execute it they probably go to courts. They do
well : letthemnotfeartoexecute
it with fidelity.
The kingdom of Christ shouldbemaintainedby
them, so long as it is tenable, by argumeut and the
mild arts of evangelical persuasion, though all other
kingdomsfall.
The Christianreligionbeingconfessedly true, there is a kingdom of Christ; and the
laws of that kingdom must be of the first obligation.
N o sophistry can elude the necessaryconclusion,
'' FIATVOLUNTAS DEI;ADVENIAT RECNUM EJUS ;'' such
is ourdailyprayer,andsuchshould
be ourdaily
endeavour.
If it be true, that infidelity is increasing, if a great
nation be indeed throwing aside Christianity, instead
of the superstition that has disgraced
i t ; it is time
that those who believe in Christianity, and are convinced that it is beneficial to the world, show mankind its most alluring graces, its merciful, benignant
ts, its utter abhorrence of war, its favourable influence on the arts of peace, and on all that contributes
to the solid comfort of human life. . But itis possible
that, as it i s usual to bend a crooked stick in the contrary direction in order to make it straight, so this
great nation, in exploding the follies 'and misery of'
superstition, may be using a latitude and licentiousness of expression concerningthe Christian religion,
which it does not itselfsincerelyapprove,merely
to abolishtheancientbigotry.
The measure is, I
think, wrong, because it is of dangerous .example;
but whoever thinks so,ought to endeavour-to rwtify
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the error by persuasion, rather than to~extirpate the
men, by 6re and sword, who have unhappily fallen
into it.Their
mistakescallupontheir
fellow-men
€or charity, but not for vengeance. Vengeance is
mine, I u d l repay, saiththe Lord. Our own mild
and Christian behaviour towards those who are in
error, is the most likely means of bringing them into
the pale of Christianity, by the allurement of an
example so irre,sistibly amiable. If the sheephave
goneastray,the good shepherd uses gentle means
to bring then] into the fold. He does not allow the
watchful dog to tear their fleeces; he does not send
the wolf to devour them ; neither does he hire the
butcher toshedtheir
blood, in revenge for their
deviation. B u t who are we? Not shepherds, but a
part of the flock. The spir.itual state of thirty million of men is not to be regulated, any more than
their worldly state, by twelve million. Arethe
twelve million all Christians, all qualified bytheir
superior holiness to be either guardian or avenging
angels? It is indeed most devoutly to be wished,
that religion in the present times may not be used,
as it has often been in former days, to sharpen the
sword of war, and to deluge the
world with gore.
Let these matters remain to be adjusted, not by bulletsand bayonets, but betweenevery man's own
conscience and God Almighty.
It is obvious t,o observe, that great revolutions
aretaking place, I mean not political revolutions;
but revolutions .in the mind of man, revolutions of
far more consequence to human nature, than revolutions in empire. Man is awaking from the slumber
of childish superstition, and the dreams of prejudice.
Man is becoming more reasonable; assuming with
more confidence his natural character, approaching
more nearly his original'excellence as a rational
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being, and as he came from his Creator. Man has been
metamorphosedfromthe
nobleanimal God made
him, to a slavish creature little removed from abrute,
by base policyandtyranny.
H e is now emerging
from his degenerate state. He is learning to estimate
things as they are clearly seen, in their own shape,
size, and hue; not as they are enlarged, distorted,
discoloured by the mists of prejudice, by the fears of
euperstition,and by the deceitfulmediums which
politicians and pontiffsinvented,thattheymight
enjoy the world in state without molestation.
War has certainly been used by the great of all
ages and countries except our
own, as a means of
supportinganemlusive
claim to theprivileges of
enormous opulence, stately grandeur, and arbitrary
power. Tt employs the mindof the multitude, it
kindles their passions against
foreign,distant,and
unknown persons, and thus prevents them from adverting to their own oppressed condition, and to domestic abuses. There is Bomething fascinating in its
glory, in it5 ornaments, in its music, in its very noise
and tumult, in its surprising events, and in victory.
It assumes a splendour,like the harlot, the more
brilliant, gaudy, and affected, in proportion as it is
CoIlscious to itself of internal deformity. Paint a d
perfume are used by the wretched prostitute in profusion, to conceal the foul ulcerous sores, the rottenness and putrescence of disease. The vulgar ~ n d
the thoughtless, of which there are many in the
highest ranks, as well as in the lowest, are dazzled
by outwardglitter.
But improvement of mind is
become almost universal, since the invention of printing ; and reason, strengthened by reading, begins to
discover, at first sight and with accuracy, the difference between paste and diamonds, tinrrel and bullion.
It begins to see that there can be no glory in mutual
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destruction; that real glory can be derivedonly
from beneficial exertions, from contributions to tbb
conveniencies and accommodations of life ; from arts,
miences, commerce, and agriculture ; to allwhich
war is the bane. I t begins to perceiveclearly the
truth of the poor Heathen's observation, ov p y a CU.
, A A ~ T O EU p E y a . The great is not therefore good; but
the good is therefore great.
It is indeed difficult to prevent the mind of the
many from admiring the splendidly destructive, and
to teach it duly to appreciate the useful and heneficial, unattended with ostentation. There are various
prejudices easily accounted for, which from early infancy familiarizethe ideas of war and slaughter,
which would otherwise shock us. The books read at
school were mostly written before the Christian em,
They celebrate warriors with an eloquence of diction,
and a spirit of animation, which cannot fail to captivate a youthful reader. The more generous his dieposition, the quicker his sensibility, the livelier his
genius, the warmer his imagination, the more likely
ie he, in that age of inexperience, to catch the flame
of military ardour. The very ideaa of bloody con.
querors are instilled into his heart, and grow with
his growth. He strutsabout his school, himself a
hero in miniature, a little Achilles panting for glorious
slaughter. And even the vulgar, those who are not
instructed in classicallearning by a Homer or a
Cmsar, have their Seven Champions of Christendom,
learn t o delight in scenes of carnage, and think their
country superior to all others, not for her commerce,
not for her liberty, not for her civilisation, but for
her bloody wars. Happily forhumannature, great
writers have lately taken pains to remove those p r e
judices of the school and nursery, which tend to incream the natural mieery of man ; and consequently
70
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war, and all its- apparatus begin to 'be considered
among those childisll things, which aretobe
put
away in the age of mntmitv. It will indeed require
time to emancipate the stupid and unfeeling slaves of
custom, fashion, and self-interest, fromtheirmore
than Egyptian bondage.
Erasmus stands at the head of those writers who
have attempted theemancipation.
Withas much
of mind as Voltaireand
witandcomprehension
Rousseau; he hastheadvantage
of then] in two
points, in sound learning, and in religion. His learning was extensive and profound, and there is every
reason to believe that he was a sincereChristian.
His works breathe a spirit of piety to God, equalled
only by his benevolence to man. The narrow-minded
politicians, who look no farther than to present expedients, and cannot open their hearts wide enough
to unite in their minds the general wood of human
9
nature, with the particular goodof thew own country,
will beready to explode his observations on the
malignity of war. But till they have proved to the
suffering world, that their heads and hearts are superior to Erasmus, they will not diminish his authority by invective or derision. Let ministers of state,
who, by the way, are always cried up as paragons
of ability, wonders of the world, for the time being ;
letunder-secretaries, commissioners, commissaries,
contractors, clerks, and borough-jobbers, the warm
patrons of all wars; let these men prove themselves
superior in intellect, learning, piety, and humanity,
to Erasmus, and I give upthe cause. Let war fill
their coffers, and cover them all over with ribands,
stars, and garters ; let them praise and glorify each
other;letthem
rejoice and revel in the song and
the dance; and let the stricken -deer go weep, the
middle ranks and the poor; who certainly constitute
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the majority of the human race, and who have in all
ages fallenunpitied victims to war. MULTISUTILE
BELLUM, or the emoluments of war, sufficientlyaccount for the opposition which some men make to
peace and to peace-makers.
Butthe cause is ultimately safe in the hands of
Erasmus; for he has estabiished it on the rock
Truth. It stands on the same base with the Christianreligion.Reason,
humanity, and sound policy,
are among the colunlns that firmly support it; and to
use the strong language of Scripture, the gates of
hellshall not finally prevailagainstit.
Letit be
rememberedthatthe
reformation of religionwas
more unlikely in the twelfth century, than the total
abolition of war in the eighteenth.
I hope and believe, I am serving my fellow-creatures in all climes, and of all ranks, n
i bringing forward this Fragment;inreprobating
war, and in
promotingthelove of peace. That my efforts may
be offensive to particular persons who are the slaves
of prejudice, pride, and interest, is but too probable.
T sincerely lament it. But whatever inconvknienee I
may suffer from their temporary displeasure,I cannot
relikpish the cause. The total abolition of war, and
the establishnlent of perpetual and universal peace,
appear to me t o he of more consequence than any
thingever achieved, or evenattempted, hy mere
mortal man, since the creation. The goodness of
the cause is certain, though its success, for a time,
doubtful. Yet will I not fear. I have chosen ground,
solid as theeverlasting hills, and firm asthevery
firmament of heaven. I have planted an acorn ; the
timber and the shade are reservedfor posterity.
It requires no apology to have placed before freemen, in their vernacular language, the sentiments of
a truly good and wise man on a subject of the most
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momentod consequence. They
accord
with my
and I have been actuated, in bringing them
forward, by no other motive than the genuine ima
pulse of humanity. I have no purposes of faction
to serve. I am a lover of internal order as well as
of public peace. I am duly attached to every branch
of theconstitution;thoughcertainly
notblind to
some deviations from primitive and theoretical
excellence, which time will ever cause in the best inventions of men. I detest and abhoratheism and
anarchy as warmly and truly
as the most sanguine
abettors of war can do; but I am one who thinks, in
the sincerity of his soul, that reasonable creatures
ought always to he coerced, when they err, by the
forceofreason,themotives
of religion, the operation of law ; and not by engines of destruction. In
a word, I utterly disapprove all war, but that which
is strictly defensive. If I am inerror,pardon
me,
my fellow-creatures; I trust I shall obtain thepardon
o f my God.
OWR;

ANTIPOLEMUS;
OR) THE

PLEA OF WASON, RELIQION, AND HUMANITY,
A G A I N S T WAR.

IF there is in the affairs of mortal men any ane
thing whkh it is proper uniformly toexplode;
which it is incumbent on every man, by every lawful
means, to avoid, to deprecate, to oppose, that one
thing is doubtless war. There is nothingmore nnnaturally wicked, more productive of misery, more
extensively destructive, more obstinate in mischief,
more unworthy of man 8 s formed by nature, much
more of man professing Christianity.
Yet, wonderful to relate 1 in these times, war is
every where rashly, and on theslightestpretext,
and savagelyconducted,
not
undertaken;cruelly
only by unbelievers, but by Christians; not only by
laymen, but by priests and bishops; not only by the
young and inexperienced, but even by men far advanced in life, who must have seen and felt its dreadful consequences; not only by the lower order, the
rude rabble, 6ckle in their nature, but, above all, by
princes, whose duty itis to compose the rash passions
of the ullthinking multitude by superior wisdom a d
the force of reason, Nor are thereever wanting
m0n learned in the law, and even divines, who are
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ready to furl~ish firebrands for the nefarious work,
and to fan the latent sparks into a flame.
Whence it happens, that waris now considered so
much a thing of course, that the wonder is, how any
mancan disapprove of it; so much sanctionedby
authorityand custonl, thatit is deemed impious,
I had almost said heretical, to have borne testimony
against a practice in itsprinciplemost profligate,
and in its effects pregnant with every kind of
calamity.
of
How muchmore
justlymight itbematter
wonder, what evil genius, what accursed fiend, what
hell-born fury first suggested to the mind of' man, a
propensity so brutal,suchasinstigates
a gentle
animal, formed by nature for peace and good-will,
formed to promote the welfare of all around him, to
rush with mad ferocity on the destruction of himself
and his fellow-creatures!
Stillmore wonderful will thisappear, if,laying
aside all vulgar prejudices, and accurately examining
the real nature of things, we contemplate with the
eves of philosophy, the portrait of man on one side,
and 011 the other the picture of war!
In the first place then, if any one considers a moof the body,
ment the organization and external figure
will he not instantly perceive, that nature, or rather
the God of nature, created the human animal not for
war, but for loveandfriendship;
not for mutual
destruction, but for n~utual service and safety; not
to commit injuries, hut for acts of reciprocal beneficence.
T o all other animals, nature, or the God of nature,
has given appropriate weapons of offence. The inborn violence of the bull is seconded by weapons of
pointed horn; the rage of the lion with claws. On
the wild boar-are fixed terrible tasks. The elephant,

ASTfPOLEMUS.

433

in addition tothetoughness
ofLis hideand his
enormous size, is defendedwith a proboscis. The
crocodile is covered with scales as with a coat of
mail. Finsservethe
dolphinfor arms; quills the
porcupine ; prickles the thornback ; and the gallant
chanticleer, in the farm-yard,crows defiance,consciohs of his spur. Some are furnishedwithshells,
sorrie with hides, and otherswithexternalteguments, resembling,in
strengthand thickness, the
rind of a tree. Nature has
consulted the safety of
some of her creatures, as of the dove, by velocity of
motion. To others she has given venom as a substitute for a weapon; and added a hideous shape, eyes
that beam terror, and a hissing noise. She has also
giventhemantipathies
and discordantdispositions
correspondingwith thisexterior,that
theymight
wage an offensive or defensive war with animals of a
different species.
But man she brought into the world naked from
his mother’s womb, weak, tender, unarmed; his flesh
of the softest texture, his skin smooth and delicate,
and susceptible of the sliwhtest injury. There is
P
nothing observable in his limbs adapted to fighting,
orto violence; not to mention thatotheranimals
are no sooner brought forth, than they are sufficient
of themselves to support the life they have received;
but man alone, for a long period, totally depends on
extraneous assistance. Unableeither to speak, or
walk, or help himself to food, he can only implore
relief by tears and wailing; so that from this circumstance alone might be collected, that man is an
animal bornfor that love and friendship which is
formed and cemented by the mutual interchange of
benevolent offices. Moreover, natureevidently intended that man shouldconsider himself indebted
fo$ the boon of life, not so much to herself as to the
VOL.
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kindness of his fellow Inan; that he might perceive
himself designed for social affections, and the attachments of friendship and love. Then she gave him a
countenance, not frightful and forbidding, but mild
and placid, intimating bye x t e n d signs the benignity
of his disposition. She gave him eyes full of affectionate expressioo, the indexes of a mind delighting
in social sympathy. She gave him arms to embrace
his fellow-creatures. She gave him lips to express
an union of heart and soul. She gave him alone the
power of laughing; a mark of the joy of which he is
susceptible. She gave him alone tears, the symbol
of clemency and compassion. She gave him also a
voice; not a menacing and frightful yell, but bland,
soothing,and
friendly. Not satisfiedwith
these
marks of her peculiar favour, she bestowed on him
alone the use ofspeech andreason; a gift which
tends more than any other to conciliate and cherish
benevolence, and a desire of rendering mutual
services; so thatnothing among human creatures
might be done by violence. She implanted in man
a hatred of solitude,and a love of company. She
sowed in his heart the seeds of everybenevolent
affection; and thus rendered what is most salutary,
at the same time most agreeable.
For what is more
agreeable than a friend? what so necessary? Indeed
if it were possible to conduct life conveniently without mutual intercourse, yet nothingcould he pleasant
without a companion, unless man should have divested
himself of humanity, and degenerated to the rank of
a wild beast. Nature has also added a love of
learning, an ardent desire of knowledge; a circunstance which at once contributesin the highest
degree to distinguish man from the ferocity of
inferior animals, and to endear him cordially to his
fellow-creature: for neither the relatiomhip of
*
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finity nor o f consanguinitybinds congenial spirits
with closer or firmer bands, than an union in one
common pursuit of liberal knowledge and intellectual
.improvement. Add to all this, thatshe hasdistributed to every mortal endowments, both of mind and
body, with such admirable variety, that every man
finds in every other man, something to love and to
admire for its beauty and excellence, or s0rnethin.g to
seek after and embrace for its use and necessity.
Lastly, kind nature has given to man a spark of the
divine mind, which stimulates him, without any hope
of reward, and of his own free will, to do good to
all: for of God, this is the most natural and appropriate attribute, to cousult the good of all by disinterested beneficence. If it were not so, how happens
it that we feel an exquisite delight, when we fiud that
any man has been preserved from danger, injury, or
destruction, by our offices orintervention?
How
happens it that we love a man the better, because
we have done him a servke?
It seems as if God has placed man in this world, a
representative of himself, a kind of terrestrial deity,
to make provision for the general welfare. Of this
the very brutes seem sensible, since we see not only
tame animals, but leopards and lions, and, if there be
any more fierce than they, flying for refuge, in extremedanger, to man. This is the last asylum, the
post inviolable sanctuary, the anchor of hope in distress to every inferior creature.
Such is the true portrait of mall, however faintly
and imperfectly delineated. It remains that I c0.myare it, as I proposed, with the picture of war; and
Bee how the two tablets accord, when hung ‘up together and contrasted.
Now then view, with the eyes of your imagination,
aavage troops of men, horrible in their very v i s a ~ s
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and voices; men, clad i n steel, drawn up on every
side in battle arrav, armed with weapons, frightful
in their crash and their very glitter; mark the horrid
murmur of the confused miltitude, their threatening
eye-balls, the harsh jarring din of drums andclarions,
the terrific sound of the trumpet, the thunder of the
cannon, a noise notless formidablethan the real
thunder of heaven, and more hurtful; a mad shout
like thatof the shrieks of bedlamites, a furious onset,
a cruel butchering of each other !-See the slaughtered and the slaughtering!-heaps
of dead bodies,
fields flowing with blood,rivers reddened with human
gore!-It sometimes happens that a brother falls by
the hand of a brother, a kinsman upon his nearest
kindred, a friend upon his friend, who, while both
of insanity,plunges
the
are actuatedbythisfit
sword into the heart of one by whok he was never
by a word of hismouth!offended, noteven
S o deep is thetragedy,thatthe
bosom shudders
even at the feeble description of it, and the halld of
humanity drops the pencil while it paints the scene.
In the mean time I pass over, as comparatively
trifling, the corn-fields trodden down, peaceful cottagesandrural
mansions burnttothe
ground,
villages and towns reduced to ashes, the cattle driven
fromtheirpasture,innocentwomenviolated,old
men draggedintocaptivity,churchesdefacedand
demolished,
every
thing
laid waste, a preyto
robbery, plunder, and violence!
Not to mention the consequences which ensue to
the people after a war, even the most fortunate in
its event, and the justest in its principle: the poor,
the unofending commonpeople, robbed of their
littlehard-earnedproperty:thegreat,laden
with
taxes: .old people bereaved of their children; more
cruelly killed by the murder of their offspring.than
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by the sword; happier if the enemy bad deprived
them of the sense of their misfortune, and life itself,
at the same moment: women far advanced in age,
left destitute, and more cruelly put to death, than if
they had died at once b y the point of the bayonet;
widowed mothers, orphan children, houses of mourning; and families, that once knewbetter
days,
reduced to extreme penury.
W h y need I dwell on the evils which morals sustain by war, when every one knows, that from war
proceeds at once every kind of evil which disturbs
and destroys the happiness of human life?
Hence is derived a contempt of piety, a neglect of
law, a general corruptionof principle, which hesitates
at 110 villany. From this source rushes on society a
torrent of thieves, robbers, sacrilegists, murderers ;
and, what is thegreatest misfortune of all, this
destructivepestilence confines not itself within its
own boundaries; but, originating in one corner of
the world, spreadsits
contagious virulence, not
only over the neighbouringstates, but draws the
most remoteregions,either
by subsidies, by marriages among princes, or by political alliances, into
the comtnontumult, thegeneral whirlpool of mischief' and confusion. One war sows theseeds of
another. From a pretended war, arises a real one;
from an inconsiderable skirmish, hostilities of most
important consequence; nor is it uncommon, in the
case of war, to find theold fable of the Lernsan
lake, or theHydra, realized. Forthis reason, I
suppose, the ancient poets (who penetrated into the
nature of things with wonderful sagacity, and
shadowed them out with the aptest fictions) handed
down by tradition, that war originated from hell,
that it was brought thence by the assistance of furies,
and that only the most furious of the furies, Aleeto,
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was fit for the infernal office.
them all was selected for it,

The mod pestilent of

Cui nomina mille,
Mille nocendi Artes.

VIRG.

As thepoetsdescribe
her, she is armed with
snakes without number, and blows her blast in .the
trumpet of hell. Pan fills all the space around her
withmaduproar.Bellona,
in franticmood, shakes
her scourge. Andthe
unnatural,
impious
fury,
breaking every bond asunder, flies abroad all horrible to behold, with a visage besmeared with gore!
Eventhegrammarians, with d l their trifling ingenuity, observing the deformity
of war, say, that
BELLUM, the Latin word for war, which signifies also
the beautiful, or comely, was so called by the rhetorical figure Contradiction,( K ~ T ' avs~r#vaucu,) because it
has nothing i n it. either good or beautiful; and that
bellum is called bellum, by the same figure as the
furiesarecalledEumenides.
Other etymologists,
with more judgment,derive bellum from bellua, B
beast, because it ought to be more characteristic
of
beasts than of men, to meet for no other purpose
than mutual destruction.
But to me it appears to deserve a worse epithet
it is morethanbrutal,when
men
thanbrutal;
engage in the conflict o f arms; ministers of'death to
meul Most of the brutes live in concord with their
own kind, move together in flocks, and defend each
other by mutual assistance. Indeedallkinds
of
brutes are not inclined to fight even their
enemies.
There. are harmlessones like the hare. It is only
the:fiercest, such as lions, wolves, and tigers, that
fight at all. A dog will not devour his own species;
lions, with all their fierceness, are quiet amongthemselves; dragons are said to live in peace with dra-
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gong; and even venomous creatures live with one
another in perfect harmony.-But to man,nowild
beast is more destructive than his fellow man.
Again; when the brutes fight, they fight with the
weapons which nature gave them; we arm ourselves
for mutual slaughter, with weapons which nature
never thought of, but,which were invented by the
contrivance of some accursed fiend, the enemy of
bunran nature,, that man might become the destroyer
of man. Neither do the beasts break out in hostile
rage for trifling causes; but either when hunger
drives them to madness, or when they find themselves attacked,or when they are alarmed for the
safety of their young. We, good Heaven ! on frivolous pretences, what tragedies do we act on the
theatre of war ! Under colour of some obsolete and
disputable claim to territory; in a childish passion
for a mistress; for causes even more ridiculous than
these, we kindle the flames of war. Among the
beasts,the
combat is forthe most part only one
against one, and for a very short space. And
though the contest should be bloody, yet when one
of them has received a wound, it is all over. Whoeverheard
(what is common among men in one
campaign) that a hundred thousand beasts had met
in battle for mutual butchery? Besides, as beasts
have a natural hatred to some of a different kind, so
are they united to others of a different kind, in a sincereand inviolable alliance. But man with man,
and any man with any man, can find an everlasting
cause for contest, and become, what they call, natural
enemies; nor is any agreement or truce found sufficiently obligatory to bind man from attempting, on
the appearance of the slightestpretexts, to commence hostilities after the most solemn convention.
So true it is, that wbatever has deviated from its
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own nature into evil, is apt to degenerate to a more
depraved state, than if its nature had been originally
formed with inbred malignity.
Do you wish to form a lively idea, however imperfect, of the ugliness and the brutality of war, (for
we are speakingof its brutality,) and how unworthy
it is of a rational creature? Have you ever seen a
battle between a lion and a bear ? W h a t distortion,
what roaring, what
howling, what fierceness, what
bloodshed ! The spectator of a fray, in which mere
brutes like these are fighting, though he stands in a
place of safety, cannot help shuddering at a sight so
bloody. But how muchmoreshocking a spectacle
to see man conflicting with man, armed from head to
footwith
a variety of artificialweapons ! Who
could believe that creatures so engaged were men, if
the frequency of the sight had not blunted its effect
onour
feelings, andpreventedsurprise
? Their
eyes flashing, their cheeks pale, their very gait and
mien expressive of fury; gnashing their teeth,shouting like madmen, the whole mantransformed
to
steel; their arms clanging horribly, while the cannon's mouththundersandlightensaround
them. It
would really be less savage, if man destroyed
and
devoured man for the sake of necessary food, or
drank blood through lack of beverage.Some,indeed,(men in form) have come to such a pitch as
to do thisfromrancour
and wantoncruelty,for
whichexpediency or evennecessitycouldfurnish
only a poor excuse. More cruel
still, they fight on
some occasionswithweaponsdipt
inpoison, and
engines invented in Tartarus, for wholesale havoc a t
a single stroke.
You now see not a single trace of man, that social
creature,whoseportrait
we lately delineated. D o
yau.'think nature would recognise the work of her
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own hand-the image of God? And if any one were
to assure her thatit was so, would she not'break out
iuto execrations at the flagitious actions of her favouritecreature?Woulcl
she not say, when she
saw man thus armed against man, " W h a t new sight
do I behold'? Hell itself must have produced this
portentousspectacle.
There are, who call me a
step-mother, because in the multiplicity of my works
I have produced some that are venomous, (though
even they are convertible to the use of man,) aud
because 1 created some, among the varietyof animals,
wild and fierce; though there is not one so wild and
so fierce, but he may be tamed by good management
and good usage. Lions have grown gentle, serpents
have grown innoxious under the care of man. Who
is this then, worsethan
a stepmother, who has
brought forth a non-descript brute, the plague of the
whole creation? I, indeed, made one animal, like
this, in external appearance; but with kind propensities, all placid, friendly, beneficent. How comes
it to pass, that he has degenerated to a beast, such
as I now behold, still in the same human shape? I
recognise no vestige of man, as I created him. W h a t
demon has marred the work of my hands ? W h a t
Sorceress, by her enchantments, has discharged from
the human figure, the human mind, and supplied its
place by the heart of a brute ? What Circe has
transformed the mall that I madeinto a beast? I
would bid this wretched creature beholdhimself in a
mirror, if his eyes were capableof seeing himselfwhen
his mind is no more. Nevertheless, thou depraved
auimal, look at thyself, if thou canst; reflect on thyself,
thou frantic warrior, if by any means thou nrayst r e
cover thy lost reason, and be restored to thy pristine
nature. Take the looking-glass, and inspect it. How
came that threatening crest of plumes upon thy head?
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Did I give theefeathers?Whencethatshining
helmet ? Whence those sharp points, which appear
like horns of steel ? Whence arethy hands and arms
furnished with sharp prickles? Whence those scales,
likethescales
of fish, upon thybody?Whence
those brazen teeth? Whence t.hose plaies of brass all
over thee? Whence those deadly weapms
of offence?
Whence thatvoice, uttering soundsof rage more horrible than the inarticulate noise of the wild beasts?
Whence the whole formof thy countenance and person
distorted by furiouspassions,morethan
brutal?
Whence that thunder and lightniqwhich I perceive
around thee, at once more frightful than the thunder
of heaven, and more destructive to man? I formed
thee an animal a little lower than the angels, a partaker of divinity; how canlest thou to think of transforming thyself into a beast so savage, that no beast
hereafter can be deemed a beast, if it be compared
with man, originally the image of' God, the lord of
the creation?,'
Sucb, and much more, would, I think, be the outcry
of indignantNature,thearchitect
of all things,
viewing man transformed to a warrior.
Now, since man was so made by nature, as I have
above shown him to have been, and since war is that
which w e too often feel it to be, it seems matter of
infinite atonishment, what demon
of mischief, what
distemperature, or whatfortuitouscircumstances,
could put i t into the heart of man to plunge the
deadly steel into the bosom of his fellow-creature.
H e must have arrived
at a degree of madness 80
singular by insensible gradations, since
Nemo repent&h i t turpissimus.

Jov.

It has ever been found that the greatest evils have
iminuated themselves among men under the shadow
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and the spec,ious appearance of some good. Let us
thenendeavourtotracethe
gradual and deceitful
progress of that depravity which produced war.
I t happened then, in primeval Rges, when men,
uncivilized and simple, went naked, and dwelt in the
woods, without walls to defend, and without houses
to shelter them, that they were sometimes attacked
by the beasts of the forest. Against these, man first
waged war; and he was esteemed a valiant hero and
au honourable chief who repelled the attack of the
beasts fiom the sons of men. Just and right it was
to slaughter them who would otherwise have slaughtered us, especially when they aggressed with spontaneous malice, unprovoked by all previous injury.
A victory over the beasts was a high honour, and
Hercules was deified for it. The rising generation
glowed with a desire to emulate Hercules ; to signalize themselves by the slaughter of the noxious animals ; and they displayedthe
skins which they
brought from the forest, as trophies of their victory.
Not satisfied with having laid their enemies at their
feet, they took their skins as spoils, and dad themselves in the warm fur, to defend themselves from the
rigour of the seasons. Such was the blood first shed
by the hand of man, such was the occasion, and such
the spoils.
After this first step, man advanced still farther,
and ventured todo that which Pythagoras condemned
as wicked and unnatural, and which would appear
very wonderful to us, if the practice were not familiarized by custom; which has such universal sway,
that in some nations it has been deemed a virtuous
act to knock a parent on the head, and to deprive
him of life, from whom we received theprecious gift ;
in others it has been held a duty of retigion to eat the
flesh even of near aml dear departed friend6 who had
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beenconnected 1)v affinity; it has been thought a
laudable act to prostitute virginsto the people in the
temple of Venus ; and custom has familiarized some
other practices still more absurd, at the very men-.
tion of which, every is one ready to pronounce them
abominable. From theseinstances, it appears that
there is nothing so wicked, nothing so atrocious, but
it may be approved, if it has received the sanctionof
custom, the authority of fashion. From the slaughter of wild beasts, men proceeded to eat them, to
tear the flesh with their teeth, to drink their blood;
and, as Ovid expresses it, to entomb dead animals
in their own bowels. Custom
and
convenience
soon reconciled the practice (animal slaughter and
animal food) to the mildest dispositions. The
choicest dainties were made of animal food by the
ingenuity of the culinary art.; and men, tempted by
their palate, advanced a step farther : from noxious
animals which alone they had at first slaughtered for
food, they proceeded to the tame, the harmless, and
the useful. The poorsheep fell a victim to this
ferocious appetite.
A Y I I A L SIRE FRAUDE

DOLOQUE.

The hare was doomed also to die, because his flesh
was a dainty viand : nor did they spare the gentle
ox, -who had long sustained the ungrateful family by
his labours at the plough. No bird of the air, or
fish of the waters, was suffered to escape; and the
such lengths, that no
tyranny of thepalatewent
living creature on the face of theglobe was safe
from the cruelty of man. Custom so far prevailed,
that no slaughterwasthought cruel, while it was
confined to any kind of animals, and so long as it
abstained from shedding the blood of man.
But though we may prevent the admission of vices,
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as we may prevent the entranceof the sea; yet when
once either of them is admitted, it is not in every

one’s power to say, ‘(thus far shalt thou go, and no
farther.” When once they are fairly entered, they
are no longer under our command, but rush onuncontrolled in the wild career of their own impetuositv.
Thus, after the human mind had been once initiated
in shedding blood, auger soon suggested, that one
manmight attackanother with the fist, a club, a
stone, and destroy the life of an enemy as easily as
of’ a wild beast. To such obvious arms of offence,
they had hitherto confined themselves : but they had
learned from the habit o f deprivingcattle of life,
that the life of nmn could be also taken away by the
same means without difficulty. The cruel experiment
was longrestrictedtosinglecombat:
one fell,
and the battle was at an end: sometimes it happened
that bothfell : both, perhaps,proving themselves
by this act unworthy of‘ life. It now seemed to have
an appearance even of justice, to have taken off an
enemy; and it soon was considered as an honour, if
any dne had put an end to a violent or n~ischievous
wretch, such as a Cacus or Busiris, and delivered the
world from such monsters in human shape. Exploits
of this kind we see also among the praises of Hercules.
But when single combatants met, their partisans,
and all those, whomkiuclred, neighbourhood, or
friendship, had connected with either of them, assembled to second their favourite. W h a t would now be
called a fray or riot, was then a battle or a warlike
action. Still, however, the afhir was conducted
with stones, or with sharp-pointed poles. A rivulet
crossing the ground, or a rock opposing their progress, put an end to hostilies, and peace ensued.
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Jn process of time, therancour of disagreeing
parties increased, their resentments grew warmer,
ambition began to catch fire, and they contrived to
give. executive vigour to their
furious passions, by
the inventions of their ingenuity. Armour was therefore contrived, such as it was, to defend their persons ; and weapons fabricated, t~ annoy and destroy
the enemy.
Now at last they began to attack each other
in
variousquarters
with greaternumbers,and
with
artificial instruments of offence. Though this was
evidently madness, yetfalsepolicy
contrivedthat
honour should be paid to it. They called it war;
and voted it valour and
virtue, if any one, at the '
hazard of his own life, should repel those whom they
had now made andconsidered as an enemy, from
their children, their wives, their cattle, andtheir
domestic retreat. And thus the art of war keeping
pace with the progress of civilisation, theybegan
to declare war in form, state with state, province with
province, kingdom with kingdom.
In this stage of the progress they had indeed advanced to great degrees of cruelty, yet there still
remained vestiges of native humanity. Previously
to drawing the sword, satisfaction was demanded
by a herald ; Heaven was called to witness the justice
of the cause ; and even then, before the battle began,
pacification was sought by the prelude of a parley.
When at last the conflict commenced, they fought
with the usual weapons, mutually allowed, and contended by dint of personal valour, scorning the subterfuges of stratagem and the artifices of treachery.
It was criminal to aim a stroke at theenemybefore the lsignal was given, or to continue the fight one
moment after the commander had sounded a rebeat.
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In aword, it was rather a contest of valour than a
desire of carnage : nor yet was the sword drawn but
against the inhabitants of a foreign country.
Hence arose despotic government, of which there
was none in any country that was not procured by
the copious effusion of human blood. Then followed
continual successious of wars, while one tyrant drove
allother from his throne, and claimed it for himself by
right of conquest. Afterwards, when empire devolved to the most profligate of the human race, war
was wantonlywagedagainst
any people, inany
cause, togratifythe basest of passions;norwere
those who deserved ill of the lordly despot chiefly
exposed to the danger of his invasions, but those
who were ricb or prosperous, and capable of affording ample plunder. The object of a battle was no
longer empty glory, but sordid lucre, or something
still more execrably flagitious. And I. have no
doubt but that the
sagacious mind of Pythagoras foresaw all these evils, when, by his philosophical fiction
of transmigration, he endeavoured to deter the rude
multitude from shedding the blood of animals : he
saw it likely to happen, that a creature who, when
provoked by no injury, should accustom himself to
spill the blood of a harmless sheep, would not hesitate, when inflamed by anger, and stimulated by real
injury, to kill a man.
Indeed, what is war but murder and theft, committed by great numbers on greatnumbers? the
greatness of numbers notonly not e s t e w t i n g its
malignity, but rendering it the more wicked, in proportion as it is thus more extended, in its effects and
its influence.
But all this is laughed at as the dream of men
unacquainted with the world, by the-stupid, ignorant,
unfeeling grandees of our time, who, though they
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possess nothing of man but the
form, yet seem to
themselves little less than earthly divinities.
From such beginnings,however, as I havehere
described, it is certain, Inan has arrived at such a
degree of insanity, that war seems to be the chief
business of humanlife.
W e arealways at war,
either in preparation,or
in action. Nationrises
against nation; and, what the heathens
would have
re’probated
as
unnatural,
relatives
against
their
nearest kindred, brother against brother, son against
father !-more atrocious still !-a Christian against
a man ! and worst of all, a Christian against a Christian ! And such i s theblindness of humannature,
thatnobodyfeelsastonishn~ent at allthis, nobody
expressesdetestation.Therearethousandsand
tens of thousands ready to applaud it all, to extol
it to the skies, to call transactions truly hellish, a
holywar.
Thereare many,who spirit up princes
t o war, madenough as theyusually are of themselves ; yet are there many who are always adding
fuel totheir fire. One manmountsthe pulpit, and
promisesremission
of sinstoall
who will fight
under the banners of his prince. Another exclaims,
cc 0 invincible prince ! only keep your mind h o u r able to thecause of religion,and God will fight
(his own creatures) for you.” A thirdpromises
certain victory, perverting the words of the prophetical Psalmist to the wicked and unnatural purposes
of war. c c Thou shalt not l e afraid for the terror
by niyhf, nor for the arrow that j i e t h by day. A
thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at
thy riyht hand: 6 t ~ tit shall not come nigh thee.”
Psalm xci. 5.
The whole of thismysticalpsalm is wrested to
signify something in favour of the most profane of
all profane things,. and to second the interested
I
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views of this or that earthly potentate. Both patties
find such passages in the Prophets or the Psalmist
on their own side; and such interpreters of the Prophets fail not to find their admirers, their applauders,
and their followers.
Such warlike sermons have we heard from the
mouths of grave divines, and even of bishops. These
men are, in fact, warriors ; they help on the cause.
Decrepit as they are in person, they fight from the
pulpit the battles of the prince, who, perhaps, raised
them to their eminence. Priests fight, i n fact, when
they set others on to fight; even Monks fight, and,
in a business truly diabolical, dare to use the name
and authority of Jesus Christ.
Thustwo armies shall meet in \he field, both
hearing before them the standard of the cross, which
done might suggest to their minds, how the followers
of Christ are to carry on their warfare, and to gain
their victory.
From the holy sacrament itself, in which the perfect and unspeakable union of all Christians is represented, these very Christians shall march with
eagerhasteto
mutual slaughter, and make Christ
himself both the spectator and instigator to
a wickedness, no less against nature, than against the spirit
of Christianity. For where, indeed, is the kingdom
of the devil, if not in a state of war? Why do we
drag Christ thither, who might, much more consistently with his doctrine, be present in a brothel, than
in the field of battle ?
St. Paul expresses his indignation, that there
should be even a hostile controversy or dispute
among Christians;he rather disapproves even litigation before a judge and jury. What would he
have said,if hehadseen
us waging war all over
the world; waging war, on the most trifling causes,
VOL. v.
2 G
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with more ferocity than any of the heathens, with
; led on, exhorted,
more cruelty than any savages
assisted by those who represent a pontiff professing
to be pa&, and to cement all Christendom under
his influence : and who salute the people committed
to their charge with thephrase, ‘‘ PEACE BE UNTO
YOU !”
I am well aware what a chmour those pelsons
will raise against me who reap a harvest from public
calamity. cc W e engage in war,’’ they always say,
L b with reluctance, provoked
by the aggression and
the injuries of the enemy. W e are only prosecuting
our own rights.Whatever
evil attends war, let
those be responsible for it who furnished the occasion of this war, a war to us just and necessary.” .
But if they would hold their vociferous tongues a
little while, I would show, in a proper place, the
futibty of their pretences, and take off the varnish
with which theyendeavour to disguisetheir mischievous iniquity.
As I just now drew the portrait of man and the
picture of war, and comparedone with the other,
that is, compared an animal the mildestin his nature,
with an institution of the most barbarous kind ; and
as I did this, that war might appear,on the contrast,
in its own black colours ; so now it is my intention
to compare war with peace, to compare a state most
pregnant with misery, aud most wicked in its origin,
with a state profuse of blessings, and contributing,
in the highestdegree, to thehappiness of human
nature; it will then appear to be downright insanity
to go in search of war with so much disturbance, so
much labour, so great profusion of blood and treasure, and at such a hazard after all, when with little
labour, leas expense, no bloodshed, and no risk,
peace might be presmed inviolate.
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Now amidst all the good this world affords, what
is more delightful to the heart of man, what more
beneficial to society, than love aud amity ? Nothing,
surely. Yet what is peace, but love and amity subsisting between great numbers ? And, on the other
hand, what is war, but hatred and enmity subsisting
between great numbers ? But it is the nature of all
good, that the more it is extended, the greater the
good becomes, the more benign its influence ; therefore, if the amicable union of individuals is so sweet
and so salutary, howmuch will the sum total of
happiness be augmented, if kingdom with kingdom,
and nation with nation, coalesce in this amicable
union? On the otherhand, it is the nature of all
evil, that its malignity increases, the more it is extended;and tberefore, if it i s wretched, if it is
wicked for one man to meet another with a sword
pointed at his vitals, how much more wretched and
more wicked, that thousands and tens of thousands
shotlld meet in the same manner? By union little
things are augmented to a respectable magnitude ;
by disunion, thegreatest Call to insignificance and
dissolution. Peace is, indeed, at once the mother
md the nurse of all that is good for man : War, on
a sudden, and at one stroke, overwhelms, extinguishes, abolishes, whatever is cheerful, whatever is
happy and beautihl,andpours
a foul torrent of
disasters on the life of mortals. Peace shines upon
human affiirs likethe vernal sun. The fields are
cultivated, the gardens bloom, the cattle are fed
upon a thousand hills, new buildings arise, ancient
edifices are repaired,riches flow, pleasures smile,
laws retain their vigour, the discipline of the police
prevails, religon glows with ardour, justice bears
may, humanity and chwity increase, arts and manufactures feel the genial warmth of encouragement,
2c
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the gains of the poor are more plentiful, the opulence
of the rich displays itself with additional splendour,
liberal studies flourish, the young are well educated,
tbe old enjoy their ease, marriages are happy, good
men thrive, andthe bad arekeptunder controul.
But no sooner does the storm of war begin to lower,
thanwhatadeluge
of miseries and misfortunes
seizes, inundates, and overwhelms all things within
the sphere of its action ! The flocks are scattered, the
harvest trampled, the husbaudman butchered, villas
and villages burnt, cities and stat,es, that have been
ages rising to thcirflourishing state, subverted by the
furyof one tempest,the storm of war. So much easier
is the task of doing harm than of doing good ; of destroying than of building up ! The earnings of honest
industry, the wealth of quiet citizens, are transferred
to the pockets of execrable robbers and murderers.
Privatehousesexhibitthe
dismal effects of fear,
sorrow, and complaint; and all places resound with
the voice of lamentation. The loom standsstill;
the trowel, the axe, and the hammer are silent ; and
the poor luanufacturers must either starve, or have
recourse to wicked practices for daily bread. The
rich either deplore the diminution and loss of their
property,or
lie underterribleapprehension
for
what remains ; in both circumstances rendered
by
war incapable of' enjoying the common comforts of
life. Marriages are few, or attended with distressful andfatal consequences. itlatronp, deserted by
their husbands, now forcedto the wars, pine at
home in childless solitude. The laws are compelled
to silence, charity is laughed at, justice has no
dwdling-place, and relbion becomes an object of
5
scorn, till no distinction 1s left between the sacred
and the profane. Youth is corrupted by every
species of vice:; old men lament their longevity:
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and their grey hairs descendwith sorrow to the
grave. No honour is paid to learning, sciences,
arts; the elegant pursuits of liberal and honourable
minds. In a word, moremisery is feltfromwar
than the eloquence of any man, much more than
mine, is able todesmibe: yet it might he borne
patiently, if war made us nliserable only, anddid not
corrupt our morals, and involve us in guilt ; if peace
made us only happier, and not better: but the man
who engages in war by choice, when he could have
avoided it; that man, whoeverhe is, is a wicked
mau: he sins against nature, against God, against
man, and is guilty of the most aggravated and complicated impiety.
Too umny, alas ! are the evils by which miserable
mortality is of necessity tormented, worn out, and at
last overwhelmed. Two thousand years ago,no
fewer than three hundred names of dangerous diseases, besides their various species and degrees,
were discovered by the physicians : and every day,
even now, new diseases arise. Old age itself is a
disease, an incurable disease. W e read of whole
citiesburied in ruins by earthquakes, or burnt to
ashes by lightning, whole countries swallowed up in
chasnlsoccasioned
by subterranean convulsions ;
not to mention how many men are lost by casualties,
which, by the Srequency of their occurrence, cease to
snrprise; how many are drowned in seas and rivers;
how many destroyed by poison, by Cding, by other
accidents; how many byintemperance in food, in
drink, in sleep. The most trifling thing can deprive
man of life. A grape-stone in the throat, a hair, a
bone of a fish, has brought many to an untimely
grave. Sudden joy has bcen fatal : no wonder that
grief has heeu so. Add to all thisthe plague, and
pestilent, contagious fcvers of various kinds, which
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frequently commit their ravages, without

mercy or

distinction, throughout a whole cityor province.
There is no quarter fromwhich danger does not
hang, as it were, by a hair over the life of man.
Life itself, even if no accident shorten it, flies away
with the swiftest velocity. Suchand so great are
the miseries of human life, that Homer did not hesitate to pronounce man, of all creatures, to whom the
breath of life has been given, the most miserable.
But these evils, as they cannot easily be shunned,
and fall on our heads without any fault of our own,
make us indeed wretched, but do not render us guilty.
Nevertheless, why should those who are obnoxious
t o so many calamities go voluntarily in quest of an
adscititious evil, as if the measure of misery required
t o be full to the very brim, and to run over;in
quest of an evil, not a common evil, but an evil, of
all humanevils, the worst andthefoulest; so destructive an evil, that alone it exceeds them all in
mischief; so abundantin misery, thatit comprehends every kind of wretchedness within itself; so
pestilentialin its nature,that it loads men with
guilt in proportion as it galls them with woe; rent
&ring them at the same time objects of the greatest
pity, yet unworthy of being pitied at all; unless, indeed, it be those who, while they feel the misery
with the greatestacuteness of suffering, have the
least concern incausing it, and would have prevented it, if they had possessed power correspondu~g
with their innocent inclination ?
T o these considerations add, that the advantages
derived from peace diffuse themselves far and wide,
a d reach great numbers ; while in war, if any thing
turns out
happily,(thougb,O my God, what can ever deserve the appeilationaf happy
in war !) the advantage
redounds only to a few, and those u n w o d y ofreap-
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Oae man’s safety is owing to the destruction

o f another ; one man’s prize derived from the plunder

another. The cause of rejoicings made by one
side is to the other a cause of mourning. Whatever
is unfortunate in war, is severely so indeed; and
whatever, on the contrary, is called good fortune, is
a savage and a cruel good fortune, an ungenerous
happiness deriving its existence from another’s woe.
Indeed, at the conclusion, it commonly happens, that
both sides, the victorious and the vanquished, have
cause to deplore. I know not whether any war
ever succeeded so fortunately in all its events, but
that the conqueror, if he had a heart to feel, or an
understanding to judge, as he ought to do, repenbed
that he ever engaged in it at all.
Therefore, since peace i s confessedly of all things
the best and the happiest; and war, on the contrary,
appears to be attended with the greatest passible
distress of everykind, and the blackest villany of
which humau nature is capable, can we think those
men of sound mindorhonest
hearts, who, when
they might enjoy the blessings of peace with little
trouble, merely by negociation, go out of their way,
pus11 headlong into every difficulty and danger, to
involve a whole people in the horrors of war ?
How unpleasant, in the firstplace, to the moffending people, is the first rumour of war ? and io
the next, how unpopular does it render the prince,
when he is compelled to rob his own subjects by
,taxes upon taxes, and tribute upon tribute 1 How
muoh trouble and anxiety in forming and preserving
alliances ! How much in engaging foreign troops,
who are let out by their owners to fight for hire I
How much expense, and at the same time solicitude,
in fitting out fleets, in building ar repairing forts, in
wwfacturing all kinds of camp equipage, in f h i of
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cating and transporting machines, armour, weapons,
baggage,carriages,provisions ! W h a t infinite fatiguein fortifying towns, diggingtrenches, excavating mines, in keeping watch and ward, in exercising, reviewing, manmuvring, marching and countermarching ! I say nothing of the constant state of
fearandalarm
in which thepeoplelive:
I say
nothing of the real danger to which they are perpetually exposed. Such is the uncertainty of war, that
what is there not to be feared in i t ? W h o can enumerate the inconveniencies and hardships which they
who foolishly go to war, (Stultissimi n-tilites, says
! deservinggreater,
Erasmus,)endure inacamp
because they voluntarily undergoall that they suffer!
Food such as a hog would loathe ; beds which even a
bug would disdain; little sleep, and that little at the
will of auother; a tent exposed to every bitter blast
that blows, and often not eve11 a tent to shelter their
cold limbs from the wind andtheweather!They
must continue all night, as well as day, in the open
air; they must lie on the ground ; thev must stand
in t h i r arms;theymust hear hunaer, cold, heat,
h
dust, rain; they must be in a state of ahject slavery
io tbeirleaders;evenbeaten
with canes!There
is, indeed, no kind of slavery on earthmore
unworthy man than the slavery of these poor wretches
in unnecessarywars ! After all thesehardships,
comes the
dreadful
signal for engagement! T o
death they must go ! They must either slay without
mercy, or fall without pity !
Such and so great are the evilswhich are submitted to, in order to accomplish an end, itself a
greater evil than all that have preceded in preparation for it. W e thus’afflict ourselves for the noble
end of -enabling ourselves to afflict others. If we
were to cdcdde the matter fairly, and form a just
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computation of the cost attending war, and that of
procuring peace, we should find that peace might be
purchased at a tenth part of the cares, labours,
troubles, dangers, expenses, and blood,which it
costs to carry on a war. You lead a vast multitude
of men into danger of losing their lives, in order to
demolish some great city; while the same labour and
fatigue of these very men would build, without any
danger, amore magnificent city than the city doomed
to demolition. Butthe object is to do all possible
injury to an enemy. A most inhuman object, let me
tell ~ o !u And consider, whether you can hurt him
ehntially, without hurting, at the sametime, and
by the same means, your own people. It surely is
toactlike a madman to taketo yourself so large
a portion of certain evil, when it must ever be uncertain how the die of war may fall in the ultimate
issue.
But grant that the heathens might be hurried into
all this madness and folly by anger, by ambition, by
avarice, by cruelty, or, which I am rather inclined
to believe, by the furies sent from Hell for that verv
purpose; vet how could it ever enter into our heart;,
that a Christian should imbrue his hands in the blood
of a Christian ! If a brother murder his brother, the
crime is called fratricide:but a Christian ismore
closely allied to a Christian as such, then a brother
by theties of consanguinity; unless the bonds of
nature are st onger than the bonds of Christ, which
Christians, c nsistently with their faith, cannot allow.
Haw absurd then is it, that they should be constantly
at war with each other ; who form but one family,
the church of Christ; who are members of the same
body; who boast of the same head, even Jesus
Christ; who have one Father in Heaven, common to
thelo dl ;.who grow in grace by the same spirit; who

d
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are initiated in the same mysteries,. redkemed by the
same blood, regenerated at the same font, nourished
by the s ~ m holy
e
sacrament, militate under the same
great Captain of Salvation, eat of the same bread,
partake of the same cup, have one conlmon enemy,
the devil, and are all called to the same eternal inheritance ?
Where are there so many and so sacred obligations to perfect concord as in the Christian religion ?
Where so nun~erousexhortations to peace? One
law Jesus Christ claimed as his own peculiar law,
and it was the law of love or charity. What practice among mankind violates this law so grossly
as war? Christ salutes his votaries with the happy
omen of peace. To hisdiscipleshegives
nothing
butpeaoe; he leaves them no other legacy butpeace.
In his holy prayers, the subject of his devout entreaty
was principally, that, as he was one with the Father,
so hi5 disciples, that is to say, all Christians, might
be one with him. This union is something more than
peace, more than friendship, more than concord, it
is an intimate communion with the Divine Natura.
Solomon was a type of Christ. But the word
Bolomon in Hebrew signifies the Pacific. Solomon,
an this accouut, because he was pacific, was chosen
to build the temple. David, though endeared hy
some virtues, was rejected as a builder of the temple,
because he had stained his bands in b1ood;becawe
be was a sanguinary prince, because, in a word, be
was a warrior.
He was rejected for this, though
the wars he carried on were against the wicked, and
at the command of God ; and tbaugh he, wha afterwardsabrogated,
in great measure, the laws of
Moses, had not yet taught mankind that they ought
to love their enemies.
At the nativity of JESUSCHRIST,the angels su~g
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not the glories of war, nor a song of triumph, but a
hymn of peace. cc GLORYTO GODIN THE H~GBBBT;
ON EARTH PEACE; cooD-wlu TOWARDS MEN."
The
mystic poet and prophet foretold before his birth,
r(

FACTVS
EST

'' IN

Ira PACE LOCUS EJUS."

THE CITY OF PEACE

Psalm lxrvi. 2.

(SALEM)
HE

MADE HIS

DWELLING-PLACE; THERE BRAKE HE THE ARROWS OF THE
BOW, THE SHIELD, THE SWORD, AND THE BATTLE-AXE.
"

H E SHALL REFRAIN THE SPIRIT OF PRlNCES; HE IS

TERRlBLE TO THE KINGS OF THE EARTH."

Exanline every part of his doctrine, you will find
speakthe
language of love, and savour of charity: and as he
knew that peace could not be preserved, unless those
objects for which the world contends with the swor&s
point, were considered as vile and contemptd.de, he
ordered us to learn of him to he meek and lowly.
He pronounced those happy who held riches, and
the daughters of riches,pomp
and pride, in no
esteem; for these he calls the poor in spirit, apd
these he has blessed. He pronounced those happy,
who despised the pleasures of theworld; for he
says, blessed are the mourners ; even they who
patiently suffered then~selves to be extruded fram
their possessions, knowing that our place ofresidence
on earth is a place of exile, and that our true camtry and our best riches are in heaven. He pronounced those happy who, while deserring well of
all, should be evil-spoken of, and persewted witb
ill-usage. He prohibited resistance to evil. I nshort,
.BS the whole of his doctrine recommended forbearwe
and love, SO his life taught nothing but mildness,
gentleness, and kind affection. Such was his reign;
thus did he wage war, thus be conquered, and thus
be triumphed.

nothing. that does not breathe:peace,
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Nor do the Apostles inculcateany other doctrine;
they who had imbibed the purest spiritof Christ, and
were filled with sacred draughts from the fountain
head before it was polluted. What do all the epistles
of St. Paul resound with, but peace, but long-suffering, but charity ? W h a t does St. John speak of and
repeat continually, bnt Christian love? What else
St. Peter ? W h a t else all writers in the world who
are truly Christian ?
Whence then the tumults of war among the children of peace ? Is it a mere fable, when Christ calls
hin~selfthe vine, and his disciples thebranches ?
Who canconceive
a branchdivided
agaitrst a
branch of the same tree ? Or is it an unmeaning assertion, which St. Paul hasrepeatedly made, that
the Church is one body, united in its many members,
and adherkg to one head, Jesus Christ? Who ever
beheldtheeyecontending
with the hand,orthe
belly fighting against the foot?
In the whole universe, consisting of parts so discordant, there still continues a general harmony. I n
the anirnal body there is peace among all the members ; and with whatever excellence ons member is
endowed, it confines notthe benefit toitself, but
communicates it to all. If any evil happento one
member, the whole body affords it assistance. Can
then the mere animal connection of nature in a material body, formedsoonto
perish, effect more in
preserving lrdrmony, than the union of the spirit in
a mystical and immortal body? Is it without meanjng that we pray,according to the command of
Christ, thy will be done in eccrfh as it in heauen ?
In the kingdom of heaven there is perfect concord.
But Christintendedthathischurchshouldbe
nothing less than a celestialcommunity, a heaven
upon earth; men who belong to it living, as much
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according to the model of the heavenly
kingdom, hastening thither, and feeling and acknowledging their whole dependance upon it for present
and future felicitj-.
Come then, and let us picture in imagination some
stranger, either from those nations in the moonwhich
Empedocles inhabits, or those worlds which Democritus fabricated ; let us suppose him just arrived at
this world of ours, and desirous of knowing what is
going on here : and whenhe has been informed of
the various living creatures upon its surface, let him
be told that there is one animal,wonderfully composed of two distiuct parts ; of a body which he
possesses incommonwith
the brutes; of a mind
which bears a semblance of the Divine mind, and is
the image of the Creator ; that he is so noble in his
nature, that though here in a state of exile, yet has
he dominion over all other animals ; that feeling his
celestial origin, he is always aspiring at heaven and
immortality; that he is so dear to the eternal Deity,
that, since he was unable, either by the powers of
nature, or the deductions of' philosophy, to reach the
excellence at which he aspired, the eternalDeity
delegated his own Son to bring to him from heaven
a new doctriue. Then,afterthestranger
should
have heardthe whole life of Christ, and become
perfectly acquainted with his laws and precepts, let
us suppose him to ascend some lofty pinnacle, whence
he might see with his own eyes the things which he
had heard by report, conceruing this noble animal,
rational, Christian, immortal man.
When he should have seen all other animals living at peace with their own kind, guided bv the
laws of nature, and desiring notbirlg but what nature
taught them to desire : hut at the same time observed, that there was one animal, aud one alone, trafas possible,
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ficking dishonestly, intriguingtreacherously, quarelling and waging war with its own kind ; would he
not be apt to suspect any of the other animals to be
man, of whom he had heard
so much, rather than
that two-legged creature which is really man, thus
perverted, as hewouldappear,
from the state in
which God made, and to which Christ came to restore him? But suppose the stranger informed
by
some guide, that this animal is really man, he vould
next look about to find in what place these cbristian
animals have fixed their abode,
and where, follow*
ing their divine Teacher, they are
now exhibitingthe
model of anangelic communit,y. Would he not imagine that Christians must choose their residence any
where, rather than in
countries,where he sees so
much superfluous opulence, luxury, lust, pride, in.
dolence, tyranny, ambition, fraud, envy, anger, disc
cord,quarrels, fightings, battles, wars,tumults, in
a word, a more abominable sink
of all that Christ
condemns, than is to be found among the Turks aud
the Saracens ?
The question then naturally arises, how this pestid
lence of war first insinuated itself among a Christian
people? This evil,like most other evils, made its
WAY by little and little among those who were off
their guard. AH evil, indeed,either gradually and
invisibly creeps into the life of man, or forces its
way under the disgaise of seeming good.
In the church militant, learning was the first auxiliary engaged to fight for religion. It was a desirable ally, in a contest with heretics, who came to
the combat armed with the literatureof philosophers,
poets, and orators. Indeed, in the earliest ages of
Christianity, the professors of it did notarm themselves
for defence even with learning, but d i e d on those
con~erbs,who brought the pr0fane h o d e d g e w k h
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tbephad acquired before theyhad gained aknowledge
of Christ, to the aid of piety and the Christian cause.
Next eloquence, which had rather been concealed at
first than despised, came openly forward, and was
approved as an auxiliary. In process of time, under
the pretence of defeating heretics, the vain ambition
of ostentatious disputation crept into the church, and
became its bane. The matter proceeded so far, that
Aristotle was admitted into the midst of the Christian sanctuary ; and admitted so implicitly, that his
authority carried with it a sanction paramount to the
authority of Christ: for if Christ had said any thing
thatdid
notperfectly
square with the received
modes of conducting life, it was lawful to turn it a
little aside by an ingenious comment; but the man
did not dare to show his head,who had presumed to
oppose, in the slightest manner, the oracular edicts of
the Stagirite. From him we’learned, that the hap.
piness of man could not be complete without the
goods of the body and of fortune. From him we
learned that a state could not flourish in which was
a Christian equality. Every one of his dogmas we
endeavoured to incorporate with the doctrine of
Christ, which is much the same as to attemptthe
commixture of water and fire. We adrnitt,ed something also from the Roman laws, on account of the
apparent equity which they displayed ; and tl~atthey
might agree the better, we forced by violence, as
far as we could, the doctrine of the Gospel into a
conformity with these laws. But these laws permit
US to repel force by force; they allow every one to
litigate ; they approve of all traffic ; they admit of
usury, provided it is moderate; they extol war a8
glorious, provided it is just; and they define that
ww to be a just war which is deciared so by any
prime, through the prime be either a child or t fod.

468

.ANTIPOLEMUS.

Lastly ; the whole doctrine of Christ was by this time
so adulterated by. the learning of heathen logicians,
sophists, mathematicians, orators, poets,philosophers,
and lawyers, that the greatest portion
of life was
necessarily consumed before time could he found to
examine the mysterious learuing of the Gospel; to
which, though k e n came at last, they could not but
come tinged or prejudiced with so manyworldly
opinions, that the laws and precepts of Christ either
gave offence, or were made to bend to the dogmas
preconceived in the schools of heatilenism ; and this
was so far frombeingdisapproved,thatitwas
a
crime for a man to speak of evangelical knowledge,
who had not plunged, as the phrase is, over head
and ears in the nugatory and sophistical nonsense
of Aristotle : as if the doctrine of Christ were of
that kind which could not be adapted to the lowest
degrees of intellect or attainments, or could by any
means coalesce with the vain wisdomof mere human
philosophy.
After this, Christians admitted among them something of honourable distinctions, offered, indeed, at
first 3s a voluntary tribute, but soon demanded as
a
debt to merit. So far thereappearednothingunreasonable. The nextstep was to admitriches;
first to he distributed for the relief of the poor, and
then for their o m private use; and why not? since
thatmethodicalarrangement
of dutieswas
soon
learnt, which suggested that charity begins at home,
and that every man is to himself the nearest and
dearest neighbour. Nor wasa pretext wanting fbr
this deviation from Christiandisinterestedness.
It
was but natural to providefor children, and no more
than right to look forward to spproaching old age.
Why, indeed,shouldany
man, said they, refuse
riches if they fall to him honestly? By these grada-
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tions, things came to such a pass, that he at last was
thought the best manwhowasthe richest man; nor at
any period was greater respect paid to riches among
the heathens thau at this day among Christians. For
what is there, either sacred or profane, which is not
governed aniong them by the despotism of money?
To all these extraneous embellishments or fancied
improvenwnts of originalChristianitv, it. was now
conceived, that it might not be amiss to add a little
power. This also was admitted, but with an apparent
moderation. I n short,itwas
admitteduponthese
terms, that Christians,satisfied with thetitleand
claim to power, shouldleavethething
itself to
.others administration. A t length, and by insensible
degrees, the matter proceeded so far, that a bishop
could not believe himself a bishop in earnest, unless
he possessed a little particle of worldly power. And
the inferior clergy, if beneficed, thought themselves
dishonoured, if, with alltheir holiness, they could
not possess at least as much weight and influence as
the profane grandees who lorded it over the earth
with ungodly rule.
In the ultimate stage of the progress, Christians
puta bold face upon thematter,banishedevery
childish blush, and broke down every barof modesty
and moderation. Whatever at any timetherehas
been of avarice, whatever of ambition, whatever of
luxury,whatever of pompand pride, whatever of
despotism among the poor heathens ; thewhole of
it, however enormous, the Christians now imitated,
equalled, and surpassed.
But towave more trifling articles, did the heathens,
at any period of their history, carry on war either so
continually, or. more cruelly, than it hasbeen carried
on, in allages, among Christians? How many,pitiless
storszs of war, how many treaties broken, how much
VOL.
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slaughter and devastation have we seen only within
the few years justelapsed ? W h a t nation in all
.Christendom which has not drawn the sword on its
neighbour ? Christians, after all, revile unbelievers ;
as if there could be a more pleasing and diverting
spectacle to unbelievers, than that whi& we Christiansevery
day exhibit tothem
by our mutual
daughter. Xerxes was stark mad when he led on
that immense multitude to invade Greece. Could he
be otherwise thau mad, mho sent letters menacing
Mount lithos with vengeance, if it should not give
way and yield him a passage; who ordered the
Hellespmt to be whipped with scourges, because it
did not smooth its waters to facilitate the transport+
tion of his vessels? . Alexander the Great was stark
mad : no man ever denied it : he thought himself a
demigod, and wished for more worlds to conquer;
so ardently did he burn with a feverishthirst for
glory.Andyetthese
two persons, whom Seneca
does not hesitate to call robbers as well as madmen,
conductedwarwith
motehumanitythan we ; COR
ducted war with more good faith ; they fought not
with weapons so unnaturally, so ingeniouslycruel,
nor with similar contrivances for mischief, nor on so
frivolous pretences, as we, the followers of Jesus
Christ. If you review the history of the heathen
natims, how many chieftains will iou find, who declined engaging in war, by every studied means of
reconciliation; who chose rather to win over an
enemy by kindness, than to subdue him ,by arms?
Some even preferred the cession of a principality to
running the hazard of war. We, Pseudo-Christians,
or Christians oaly in name, eagerly seize every trifle
that can possibly serve
anoccasion of war. The
heathen warriors,before theycame to blows, had
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every expedient had been tried in vain to preserve
peace, a herald was despatched with many formalities;
certain preliminary ceremonies were gone through ;
and delays thus industriously contrived, to temper
the fury of the first onset. And even after this prelude was finished, no soldier durst begin the battle
till the signal was given ; and thesignal wascontrived
to be given in such a manner, that no one could know
the exact time of it, but all waited for it patiently;
nor, after the signal was once heard, was it lawful
for any man to attack or strike the enemy, who had
not taken the military oath. The elder Cat0actllally
sent orders to his own son, who was loitering in the
camp, but had not taken the
oath, to return toRome;
or, if he chose rather to remain with the army, to ask
permission of the general to engage the enemy. As
the signal for engagemeutdid not give liberty to
fight to any but those who had taken the oath ; so,
the signal once sounded for retreat immediately deprived every soldier of the liberty to kill a single
individualin the enemy’s army. The great Cyrus
publicly honoured with his praise, a private soldier,
who, though he had lifted up his sword to cut down
one of the enemy, instantly withdrew it, and spared
the foe, on hearing the signal for cessation of battle.
This was so ordered by the heathens, in their wars,
that no man might imagine himself at liberty to slay
a fellow-creature, unless compelled by unavoidable
necessity.
NOW,among Christians,the man is esteemed a
brave fellow, who, meeting one of the nation with
whom he is at war i n a wood, unarmed, but ladell
with money; not intending to fight, but endeavouring
to make his escape, lest he should be forced to fight;
slays him, robs him whenslain, and buries him when
robbed. Those also are called soldiers who,
2H2
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with the hope of a little paltry .+in, eagerly hasten
as volunteers to the battle, ready to bear
arms on
either side, even against their own kindred and their
own prince. Wretches like these, when they return
home from such engagements, presume to relate their
exploits, as soldiers ; nor are punished, as they ought
t o be, like robbers,traitors,anddeserters.Every
one holdsthe
common hangman in abhorrence,
though hired to do his work, though he only puts to
death those who are found guilty, and condemned by
the laws of hiscountry ; while, at thesame time,
men who, forsaking their parents, their
wives, and
their children, rush as volunteers or privateers into
the war, not hired, but ambitious to be hired, for the
unnatural work of human butchery, shallhe received,
when they return home, with a heartier welcome than
if they had never gone to rob and murder. By such
exploits they imagine that they acquire somethingof
nobility. A man is counted infamous who steals a
coat; but if the same man goes to the wars, and,
after shedding blood, returns from the battle, laden
with the property of a great number of innocent meu,
he is ranked among honest and reputable members
of society : and any one among the common soldiers,
who has behaved himself with remarkable ferocity, is
judged worthy of being made a petty oficer in the
next war. If therefore we duly consider the humane
discipline of the ancient warriors in heathen nations,
the wars of Christians will appear, on comparison, to
be merely systems of plunder.
And if youcontrastChristian
monarchswith
heathen monarchs in their conduct of war, in how
much worse a light will the Christians appear? The
kings of the heathens sought not gain, but glory;
theytookdelight
in promotingtheprosperity
of
the provinces which they subdued in war ; barbaious
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nations,who livedlike thebrutes, without letters
and without laws, they polished and refined by the
arts of civilisation ; they adorned uncultivated regions
by building cities and towns in them; whatever they
found unprotected, they fortified ; they built bridges,
theyembanked rivers, they drained swamps, they
improved human life, they facilitated and sweetened
human intercourse, by a thousand similar accommodations ; so that it became in those days of generous
heroism, anadvantage
to have been conquered.
How many things are handeddownto
11s by tradition, which they said wisely, or actedhumanely 'and
temperately, even in the midst of war. But the military transactions of Christians are too offensive and
atrocious to bear particular enumeration. Upon'
the
whole, whatever was the worst part of the conduct
of heathens in mar, that alone we closely imitate, in
that alone we exceed them.
It may now beworth while toobserve in what
manner Christians defend ttle madness of war. .
If, say they,war had k e n absolutely unlawful,
God would not have excited the Jews to wage war
againsttheir enemies. I hearthe argument, and
observe upon it, that the objector should in justice
add, that the Jews scarcely ever waged war, as the
Chistians do, against each other, but against aliens
and infidels. W e Christians draw the sword against
Christians. To them, a differencein religion, and
the worship of strange gods, was the source of contest. W e are urged to war either by childish anger,
or a hunger and thirstfor riches and glory, and oftentimes merely for base and filthy lucre. They fought
at the express command of God ; we at the command
of our ow11 passions. But if we are so fond of the
Jewish model as to make their goink to war a precedent for us, why do we not, at the same time;adopt
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their practice of circumcision? why not sacrifice
cattle ? why not abstain from swine's flesh ? why not
admit polygamy ? Since we execrate thesepractices,
why do we piteh upon their warlike actions
as the
only model for our imitation? Why, lastly, do we
follow the letter which killeth, and neglect the spirit
of their institutions ? To the Jews war mas permitted, for the same reasou as divorce, because of
the hardness of their hearts.
But since the time that Jesus Christ said, put up
thy sword into its scabbard, Christians ought not to
go to war; unless it be in that most honourable warfare, with the vilest enemies of the church, the inordinate love of money, anger, ambition, and the fear
of death. These are our Philistines, these our Nabuchodonosors,theseourMoabitesand
Ammonites,
with whom we ought never to make a truce: with
these we must engage without intermissiotl, till the
enemy being utterly extirpated, peace may be firmly
established. Unless we subdue suchenemies
as
these, we can neither have peace with ourselves, nor
peace with any one else. This is the onlywar which
tends to produce a real abd a lasting peace. He
who shall have once conqueredfoes like these,
wiH never wish to wage war with any mortal man
upon the Face of that earth, 011 which God placed
all men to live, to let live, and to enjoy the life he
gave.
I lay no stress on the opinion of those who interpret
the two swords given to Peter to mean two powers,
&e civil and ecclesiastical, claimed by the successors
of Peter, since Christ suffered Peter himself to f
d
into an error in this matter, on purpose that, when
he wag ordered to put ap hi8 sword, it might remain
a0 longer R doubt, that wai was prohibited ; whicb,
befitre th&torder, bad keen corusidered as allowable.

Buh Peter, they allege, did actually use his sword.
It is true he did ; but while he was still a Jew, and
had not yet received thegenuine spirit of Christianity.
He used his sword, not in s u p p r t of any disputable
claim to property;nottodefend
goods, chattels,
lands, and estates, as we do; nor yet for his own
life, but for the life of his Lord and Master. Let it
also be remembered, that he who used the sword in
defence of his master, very soon after denied and
renounced that master. If Peter is to be our model,
and if we are so much pleased with the example of
Peter fighting for Christ, we may probably approve
also the example of Peter denying Christ.
Peter, in using his sword, only made a slip in consequence of the impulse of a sudden passion, yet he
was reprimanded. But if Christ approved this mode
of defence as some most absurdly infer from this
transaction, how happens it that the uniform tenour
of his whole life and doctrine teaches nothing else
but forbearance? Why, when he commissioned hie
disciples, did he expose them t o the despots of the
world, armed only with a walking-stick and a wallet
-a staffand a scrip ? If by that sword, which Christ
ordered them, after selling every thing else, to buy,
is meant a moderate defeme against persecution, as
mme men not only ignorantly but wickedly interpret
it, how came it to pass that the martyrs never used
it ?
Here it is usual to bring forward the rabbinical
limitations, and to say, that it is lawful for a hired
soldier to fight, just as it is for a butcher to practise
his trade for a livelihood ; since the one has served
an apprenticeship to the art of killing sheep and
oxen, and the other to the art of killing men, both
may equally follow their trade in perfect consistence
with the character of good and worthy members of
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society, provided always that the 'war be just- and
necessary. And their definition of a just and necessary war is as follows :-That is a just and necessary
war which, whatsoever itbe, howsoeverit origiates,
on whomsoever it is waged, any princewhatever
may havethoughtpropertodeclare.Priests
may
not indeed actually brandish the sword
of war, but
they may be presentat, preside over, and superintend
by their counsels,all its operations. They would
not, indeed, for the world go to war from motives of
revenge, but solely from a love of justice,and a
desire to promote a righteous cause : but what man
alive is thereWho does not think, or at leastmaintain,
that his own cause is a righteous cause ?
Christ, indeed, sent forth his messengers without
weapons; but while he was with them, they did not
want weapons. W h e n the time of bis departure was
a scripand a
a t hand, he advisedthemtotake
sword ; a scriptoprovide
against hunger, and a
sword to guardagainst enemies. Theseprecepts
nevertheless, such as, take no thought for the
morrow,dogood
tothemthathate
you, and the
like, remainedin full force. If St. Paul-and St.
Peter give similar admonitionsabout defence and
provision, it must be remembered that they are of
tlle nature of temporary advice only, not of precepts
or fixed rules of perpetual and universal obligation.
But it is with these occasional admonitions oradvice,
sophisticallyrepresentedaseverlastingrules,that
we feed the ambition of princes, and hold out something with which they flatter themselves that their
conduct is justifiable, and reconcileable to the principles of the gospel : and, as if there were danger
lest the world should enjoy a repose from the horrors
of war, weassertthepropriety
or expediency of
'war from the sword, one part only of these words'of
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Christ ; and, as if we were afraid the avarice of mortals should relax a little of its labours in heaping up
riches, we make Christ the adviser and abettor
of
covetousness, misinterpreting the other part of his
words, the scrip, as if he perpetually prescribed, and
did not only and merely permit for a particular occasion, whathehad
before most peremptorily interdicted-when he said, Do good to them that Rate you,
and take no thought for the morrow.
Theworld had its own laws a d its ownestait
blished practices before thegospelappeared;
punished with death, it waged war, it heaped up pelf,
both into the public treasury and into the private
coffer; it wanted not to be taught what it already
Our Lord did not come to tell
knew and practised.
the world what enormity was permitted, how far we
might deviate from the laws of rectitude, but to show
us the point of perfection at which we were to aim
with the utmost of our ability.
They, however, who warmlydissuademankind
from war, are suspected of heresy; while they who
by artful salvoes and quibbles contrive to dilute the
strength of the gospel, and who find out plausible
pretexts by which princes may gratify their lust for
war and plunder, without appearing to act too openly
against gospel principles, are deemed
orthodox
divines, and teachers of true evangelical religion ;
whereas a true Christian teacher or preacher never
can give his approbation to war ; he may, perhaps,
on' some occasions, connive at it, but not without
grief and reluctance.
But they urge, that the laws of nature, the laws of
society, and the laws of custom and usage, conspire
in dictating the proprietyof repelling force by force,
and defendinglife-and money too, which, as Hesiod
says, is to some persons as dear as life, So much I
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allow. Bat gospel gtace, of more force than all these
laws, declares,indecisive
words, that thosewho
revile us, we must not revile again ; that we must do
good to them who use us ill; that to those who take
a part of our pbssessions,weshouldgive
up the
whole ; and that we should also pray for them who
design to take away our lives. All this, they tell UB,
had a particular referenceto the Apostles ; but I contend that, it also refers to all Christian people, to the
wbole body, which should be entireandpsrfect,
though one member may have been formerly distinguished by some particular preeminence. The doctrine of Christ can, indeed, have no reference to them,
who do notexpecttheirreward
withChrist. Let
thosedraw swords for money, for land, and for
power, who laugh at Christ’s saying, that the paor ia
spirit were the happy men ; that is, that those were
the trulyrich, who desirednone
of this world%
riches or honours. They who place the chief good
in things like tliese, fight for their lives; but then
they are of that description of persons, who are not
yensible that this life is a kind of death ; and that to
the godly there is provided a treasure in heaven, a
happy immortality.
They object to us, that there have been
Roman
pontiffs who authorized war, and took an active park
it. They farther object those opinions or decrees
of the fathers, in which war seems to be approved.
Of this sort there are some ; but they are only m o a g
the late writers, who appeared when the .true spirit
of Christianity began to languish, and they are very
few; wlile, on the other band, there are innumerable
ones among writers of acknowledged sanctity, which
absoluteiy forbid war. W h y dqthe few rather than
the mauy obtrude themselves into our minds? Wb;g
do we turn our eyes from Christ to mep, and chesse
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rather to folIow examples of doubtfuI authority, than
an iufallible guide, the Author and Finisher of OUF
Faith? The Roman pontiffs were but men; and it
may have happened, that they were ill-advised, that
they were inattentive, and lastly, that they were not
overladeneither with wisdom or piety: though,
indeed, you will not find, even among such as
these, that those kinds of war in which we are continually engaged were countenanced ; a point which
I could evince by the clearest arguments, if I did
not wish to dwell no longer on this part of the
debate.
Bernard, indeed, has praised warriors; bat praised
them in such a manner as to condemn, at the same
time, the whole of our war system. But why should
I care about the writingsof Behard, or the disputations of Thomas, when I have before my eyes the
absolute prohibition of Christ, who, in plain terms,
bas told us, we must not resist evil; that is to say,
not in the manner in which the generality of mankind
do resist it, by violence and murder.
But they proceed to argue, that, as it is lawful t6
iuflict punishmenton an individual delinquent, it musi
also be lawful to take vengeance on an offending
state. The full answer to be given to this argument
would involve me in greater prolixity than is now
requisite. I will only say, that the two cases differ
widely in this respect : he who is convicted judiciallp
sufFers the punishment which the laws impose; but
in war, each side treats the other side as guilty, and
proceeds to inflict punishment, regardless of law3
judge, or jury. In the former case, the evil only falls
on him who committed the wrong; thebenefit of the
example.redoundsto
all: in thelatter case, the
-test
part of the verynumerous evils falls onthose
w b deserve PO evil at all ; on husbandmen, on old
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people, o n mothers’ of families, on orphans, and on
defenceless young females.
But if -any good‘ at all
can be gatheredfrom a thing, (which is itself the
worst of all things,) the whole of that good devolves
to the share of a few most profligate robbers, to the
mercenarypillager,tothepiraticalprivateer,perhaps to a very few generals or statesmen, by whose
intrigues the war was excited for this very purpose,
and who never thrive so well as in-the wreck of the
republic. In the formercase, one mansuffersfor
the sakeof all ; in the lattercase, in order to revenge
or serve -the cause of a few, and, perhaps, of one
man only, we cruelly afflict many. thousand persons
who gave no offence, anddid no injury. It would
of a few go unpunished,
be better to let the crime
than, while we endeavour to chastise one or two by
war, in which, perhaps, we may notsucceed,to
involve our own people, theneighbouringpeople,
and the innocent part of the enemies, for so I may
callthemultitude, incertain calamity. I t is better
to let a wound alone, which cannot be healed without
ihjury to the whole body. But if anyoneshould
exclaim, ‘< that it would be unjust that he who has
offended should not suffer condign punishment ;” I
answer, that it is much more unjust, that so many
thousand innocent persons should be called to share
the utmost extremity of misfortune which they could
not possibly have deserved.
In these times, indeed, we see almost every .war
which breaks out, deriving.its origin from some nugatory and obsolete pretence, or from the ambitious
cohfederacies of princes, who, *in orderto bring some
contested petty town under their jurisdiction, lead
the whole empire into extreme jeopardy. After
all,
this petty town, or inconsiderable object, whatever
it may be, claimed at the expense of much blood and
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treasure, is sold orceded at the return of peace.
Some one will say, would you not have princes prosecute their just rights? I am sensible that it is not
the business of persons like me to dispute too freely
upon the rightsof princes, which, were it safe, would
involve me in a longer discourse than would suit the
present occasion. I will only say, that if every
claim ordisputable titlebe a sufEcieut cause for
undertaking a war, that it is likely, in the multitudinous changes and chances of human affairs, a claim
or disputable title will never be wanting for the purpose. W h a t nation is there that has not been driven
from some part of its territories, and which has not
in its turndriven others ? How often have rnen emigrated from one quarter to another ? How often has
the seatof empire been transferred hitherand thither,
either by chance, or by general consent? Now let
the people of modernPadua, for instance, go and
claim the territory of Troy, because Antenor, their
founder, was a Trojan. Let the modern Romans put
in their claim to Africa and Spain, because some of
their provinces formerly belonged to the Romans of
antiquity, their forefathers.
Add to this, that we are apt tocall that dominion,
or absolute property, which is only administration, or
executivegovernment on trust. There cannot be
the same absolute right over rnen, all free by nature,
as there is overcattle.
This veryright which you
possess, limited as it is, was given you bythe consent
of the people. They who gave, unless I am mistaken, can take away. Now see how trifling a matter t o the people is the subject in dispute. The
point of contest is, not that this or that state maybecome subject to a good prince rather than to a bad
one ; but whether it should be given up.as property
to the claim
. . of Ferdinand, or to the claim of Sigis-
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mund; whether: it should pay tribute to Philip, or to
Louis. This is that great and mighty right, for the
establishment of which, the whole world is to be involved in one scene of war, confusion, and bloodshed.
. But be it so; let this right be estimated as highly
as you please; let there be no difference-between the
right to a man’s private farm and to the public state;
no difference hetween cattle bought with your own
money, and men, not only born free, but.become
Christians; yet it would be the part of B wise man
to weigh well in his mind, whether this right is of so
much value as that he ought to prosecute it, at the
expense of that immensity of calamities, which must
be brought, by the prosecution of it, on his own people, on those who are placed under his tutelary care,
and for whose good he wears the crown. ‘
If, in forming this estimate, you cannotdisplay
the generosity of a truly princely character, yet at
least showus the shrewdnessof a cunning tradesman,
that knowsandpursueshis
owninterest.
The
tradesman despises a loss, if he sees it cannot be
avoided without a greater loss; and sets it dowu as
clear gain, if he can escape a dangerous risk at a
trifling expense.
There is a trite little story that exhibits an exam.
ple in private life, which it might not be amiss to
follow, when the state is in danger of involvingitself
inwar.
There were two nearrelations, who could
not‘agree on thedivision of some property which
of them would yield to
devolwed to them; neither
the other, and there seemed to be no possibility of
avoiding a suit at law, and leaving the matter to be
decided by the verdict of a jury. Counsel were retained,the process commenced, and the whole affair
was in the hands of the lawyers. “hi cause W ~ S
just on t k point of being brought ob, QT,
in other
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wards, war was declared. A t this period, one of the
parties sent for his opponent, and addressed him to
the following purpose :
‘‘In the first place,” said he, ‘‘it is certainly unbecoming (to speak in the most tender termsof it) that
two persons united like us by nature, should be dissevered by interest. In the second place, the event
of a law-suit is no less uncertain than the event of
war. To engage in it, indeed, is in our own power;
to put an end to it, is not so. Now the whole matter in dispute is one hundred pieces of gold. Twice
that sum must be expended on notaries, on attornies,
on counsellors, on the judges, and their friends, if
we go to law about it, We must court, flatter, and
fee them; not to mention the trouble of dancing attendance, and paying our most obsequious respects
to them, In a word, there is more costs than warship in the business, moreharm than good, and
therefore I hope this consideration will weigh with
you to give up all thoughts of a law-suit. Let us be
wise for ourselves, ratherthan those plunderers;
and the money that would be ill-bestowed on them,
let us divide between ourselves. Do you give me
one moiety from your share, and I will give you the
same ftorn mine. Thus we shall be clear gainers in
point of love and friendship, which we shouId otherwise lose; and we shall escape all the trouble. But
if you do not choose to yield any thing to me, why
then, and in that case, I cheerfully resign the whole
to you, and you shall do just as you please with it.
I Btul pather the money should be in the hands of a
friend, tban ih the clutches of those insatiable r o b
bers. I $hall have made profit enough by the bargain, if I shall have saved my oharacter, kept my
fried, and avoided the plague of a law-suit.”
The jwtice tif these karks,aTtCl the good humour
6
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with which they were made, overcame the adversary.
.They therefore settled the
business between themselves, and left the poor lawyers in a rage, gaping
like so many rooks for the prey that had just escaped
their hungry maws.
I n the infinitely more hazardous concerns of war,
letstatesmen condescend toimitatethisinstance
of discretion. Let them not view merely the object
which they wish to obtain, but 'how great a loss
of good things, how many aud gre.at dangers, and
what dreadful calamities they are sure of incurring,
in trying to obtain it; and if they find, upon holding
the scales with an even hand, and carefully weighing
the advantages with the disadvantages, that peace,
even with some circumstances of injustice, is better
the
than a just war, why should they choose to risk
die of battle ? Who, but a madman,wouldangle
for a vile fish with a hook of gold ? If they see much
more loss than gain in balancingthe account, even on
the supposition that every thing happens fortunately,
would it not be better to recede a little from their
strict and rigorous right, than to purchase a little advantage at the high price of evils at once undefined
andinnumerable?Letthepossessorskeeptheir
obsoleteclaimsandtitles
unmolested,if I cannot
so great a loss of Christian
disputethemwithout
blood ! The reigning prince has probably possessed
his doubtful right many years; he has accustomed
his people to his reins ; he is known and acknowledged by them ; he is executing the princely functions; and shallsome pretender start up, and ]lawing found an oldtitle, in antiquatedchronicles or
musty parchments, go and disturb the state that is
quietly settled, and turn every
thing, as the phrase
is, topsy-turvy ? especially, when we see that thereis
nothing among m o e l s -which remains fixed and
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stable ; but every thing in its turn becomes the sport
of fortune, and ebbs and flows like the tide. W h a t
end can it answer to claim,withsuchmischievous
and tumultuary proceedings, what, after it is claimed
and obtained, will soon change bands, and find its
way to another claimant, and to some unborn proprietor ?
But supposingChristiansunable
to despise, as
they certainly ought, such trifles, yet why, on the
breaking out of a dispute, must they rush instantly
to arms? The world has so many grave and learned
bishops, so many venerable churchmen of all ranks,
so many grey-headedgrandees,
whom longexperience has rendered sage, so many councils, so
many senates, certainly instituted by our ancestors
for some useful purpose; why is not recourse had to
their authority, and the childish quarrels of princes
settled by their wise and decisive arbitration?
But more respect is paid to the specious language
of the princes -themselves, who cry out, ‘c Religion is
in danger,’’ and that they go to war to defend the
church; as if thepeople
at large were not the
prince’s church; or as if the whole dignity or value
of the church consisted in the revenues of the priesthood; or, as if the church rose, flourished, and became firmly established in theworld by war and
slaughter; alrd not rather b y the blood of the martyrs, by bearing and forbearing, and by a contempt
for life, in competition with duty and conscience.
I, for one, do not approve the frequent holy wars
whichwemakeupon
the Turks. 211 would it rare
with, the Christiarl religion if its preservatiou in the
world depeuded on such support; nor is it reasonableto believe thatgood Christians will ever be
made by such initiation into their religion as force
and s1a;ghter. What is gained to the cause by the
VOL. v.
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sword, may in its turn be lost by the sword. Would
you convert the Turks to Christianity? show them
not your riches, your troops of soldiers, your power
to conquer, your pretended title to their dominions;
but show them the infallible credentials of a Christian,
an innocent life, a desire to dogood even to enemies,
an invincible patience under all kinds of injuries, a
contempt for money, a disregard of glory, a life itself
little valued; and then point out to them the heaven.taught doctrine which leads to such a conduct, and
requires such a life: these are the arms by which unbelievers are best subdued. As we now go on, we
engage in the field of battle on equal terms, the
wicked with the wicked, and our religion is no better
.than their own. I will say more, and I wish I said it
with greater boldness thantrutb:
if me drop the
name of Christians and the banner of the cross, we
are no better than Turks fighting against our brother
Turks. i f our religion was instituted by troops of
soldiers, established by the sword, and disseminated
by war, then indeed let us go on to defend it by the
same meana by which it. was introduced and propagated.But
if, on the contrary, it was begun,
established, anddisseminated b y methodstotally
different, why do we have recourse, as if we were
afraid to rely on the aid of Christ, to the practices of
.the poor heathens, .for succour and defence of the
Christian cause?
Bat the objector repeats, (‘W h y may I not go
and cut thethroats of thosewho would cutour
kbroats if they could ?” Do you then consider it as
a disgrace that any should be wickeder than you?
Why do you not go and rob thieves? they would
mb .you if they could. Why do you not revile them
that revile you? Why do you not hate them that
$ate

you?
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Do you consider it as a noble exploit for a
Christian, having killed in war those whom he thinks
wicked, but who still are men, for whom Christ died,
thus to oEer up victims most acceptable to the devil,
and to delight that grand enemy in two instances;
first, that a man is slain at all; and secondly, that
the man who slew him is a Christian?
There are many people who, while they set up for
better Christians than their neighbours, and wish to
appear men of extraordinary zeal and piety, endeavour to do as much evil as they possibly can to
an unbelieving nation; and what evil they forbear t o
inflict, solely because they want the power, they
make up for by hearty curses and imprecations;
whereas this conduct alone is suacient to prove any
man to be no Christian at all. Others again, desirous
of seeming outrageously orthodox, call down the
most dreadful curses on the heads of those whom we
name heretics, though they themselves prove, by
this very conduct, that they are worthier of that appellation. He that would pass for a truly orthodox
Christian, mustendeavour, by mild methods, a d
mild methods alone, to reclaim those who err, from
theerror of their ways, andbring them into the
paths of peace.
We spit our spite against infidels, and think, by
80 doing, that we are perfectly good Christims ;
perhaps, at the sdme time, more abominable for the
very act, in the sight of God, than the infidels themselves, the objects of our rancour. If the ancient
and primitive preachers of the gospel had felt seotiments as bitterly hostile against us before our conversion, as we do against the infidels of our time,
where should we have been, who, in consequence of
their patience and forbearance, are now existing
Christbs? Assiat the poor ialidels in their mis212
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fortune of infidelity; make them, by instnxtion and
example, pious, wherever they are now the contrary;
and I will acknowledge your Christian disposition,
your benevolent views, and your soutld orthodoxy.
There are a great many orders of mendicant monks
in the world, who wish to he thought the pillars of
the church: how .few, among so many thousands,
who would risk their lives to propagate the Christian
religion ! But, say they, they have.no hope of success, if theywere to attemptit. But 1 say, there
would hethe best-grounded hopes of it, if they
would bring intoaction the .manners of their founders
and ancestors, Dominic and Francis; who, I believe,
had an unfeigned contempt for this world, notto
dwell upon their truly apostolical lives and conversations. We should not want, even miracles, if the
cause of Christ now required them. But after all,
those who boast themselves to he the vicars and
successors of St. Peter, the great institutor of the
church, and of the other apostles, place their whole
trust in the arm of flesh, in supports merely human,
in fleets and in armiesalone.
These rigid professors of the true religion live in cities flowing with
riches, and abandoned to luxury; where they stand
a chance of becoming corruptthemselves, rather
than of correcting the mannersof others; and where
there is plenty of pastors to instruct the people, and
of priests to sing praises to God. They live in the
courts of princes,wherethev behave in a manner
which I shall not at present minutely relate." They
* The original adds, ='
Where they are like canis in baZneo, a dog
in a bath." This WBS a proverbial 'expression, applied to persons
who intrude where they are not welcome, or where they stand in
the way and are troublesonle. It is anancientGreekproverb,
71
Y U V l r d paXavElw; quid cani et balneo? quadrabit in cos
qui a1 rem quampianl prorsus sunt inutiles; ut in halneo nullus est
on,nino canurn Icaus. We say, A dog in a church. ChLPPlN.
yo^^^^^
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hunt legacies, they go in quest of filthy lucre, they
makethemselves
subservient to thepurposes
of
despots; and lest they should appear notto labour in
their vocation, they stigmatize erroneous articles of
faith, they mark persons who are suspected, who
give ogenence, who are guilty of want of respect to
themselves, of heresy and of schism. For they had
rather bear rule and'possess power, though to the
injury of Christ's people, than at theleast risk
of their own ease or safety, extendthe rule, the
power, and the kingdom of Jesus Christ.
Now thosewhom we call Turks are in some respects half Christians, and perhaps approach nearer
to genuine Christianity than most of ourselves. For
howmanyamong us are there whoneithe.r believe
the resurrection of the body, nor that the soul survives the body's dissolution? andyet,with
what
vindictive rage' do these men, when in authority, rise
up to punis11 some little heretical wretch, who has
had the audacity t o doubt whether the Roman pontiff
has any jurisdiction over the souls that lie in torment
in purgatory. Let us first cast the beam out of our
own eye, then shall we see to cast the mote out of
our brother's eye. The end of the gospel is, to produce morals worthy of the gospel. W h y do we
urge those points which have no reference to melioration of morals? while, if you take away morals, the
pillars of the faith, the whole fabric falls to the
ground at once. In fiue, who will believe us, while
me hold up the cross, and use the name of the
gospel, and at the same time our whole life and conversation exhibits nothing but a love of the world?
Resides, Christ, in whom there was no failing or
defect, did not quench the smoaking flax, nor break
the bruised reed,-as the prophecy expresses it; but
particularly bears with: and cherishes,whatever is
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imperfect, till it improvesand makes gradual advances towards perfection. W e are ready to extirpate all Asia and Africa with the sword, though
thereare many there either almost or altogether
Christians, such as we profess ourselves to be: why
do we not rather acknowledge the latter, and kindly
encourage and improve the former? But if our real
intention is only to extend dominion, if we are only
opening our voracious jaws to swallow up their
riches, why do we add the name of Christ to a purpose so vile, so wicked, and so profane? Is there
not a possibility, that while we Christians are attacking these unbelievers by human force alone, the
territory allotted to us, in the partition of the globe,
may he in danger? How narrow a corner of the
world do we possess? W h a t a multitude of foreign
enemies do we, so few in number, rashly provoke?
But some man will say, (‘If God be wdh us, wlw
shll be against ZGS?” Andthat man may very
properly say so who relies .on such succours, and on
such alone, as God affords and approves. But to
those who rely on other saccours, what. will our
great Captain Jesus Christsay?
H e has already
said, He who takes the sword, shall perish by the
sword.
If we are willing to conquer for Christ, let us
buckle on the sword of the gospel; let us put on the
helmet of salvation, grasp the shield of faith, and be
completely clad in apostolical armour, the panoply
of heaveu. Then will it come to p a q that we sball
humph even in defeat, and when routed in the field,
still bear away the palm of most glorious victory.
But suppose the hazardous chance of war to turn
out favourably to us, who ever found that mea were
made true Christians by fire and sword, bloodshad
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and honestly a Turk or a Jew, than inbeing art
hypocritical, a pretended, a nominal Christian.
Still we must, you say, endeavour to ward off the
violence of aggressors from our own heads. But
why do we provoketheirviolence,
by fomenting
feuds and animosities among ourselves, and widening
the breach with them? They will not be very fond
of invading us, if we are united at home; and they
willsooner be converted to the faith by our kind
oflices, if their lives are sure of being saved, than if
they are harshly treated and threatened with extermination. I prefer an unbeliever in his native
co1ours, to a false Christian painted and varnished
over with hypocrisy. It is our business to sow the
seed of Christianity, and Christ himself will give the
increase. The harvest is plentiful,if the labourers
are not few. And yet, in order to make a few pretended Christians of unbelievers, howmany good
Christians shall we render bad ones, and how many
bad ones worse? For what else can be the consequence of wars and tumults? I would not suspect
for a moment, which has however often been the
case, that a war against an unbelieving. nation is
made a mere pretext for piGking the pockets of
Christian people; that thus oppressed by every
means, and quite broken down, they may, with more
servility, submit their necks to the yoke of despotical
rulers,bothcivil
and ecclesiastical. I do not say
this wit11 an intent to condemn entirely an expedition
against unbelievers, if they attack US unprovoked;
but that we may carry on a war, to which we pretend
Christ incites us, withsuch arms as Christ has
furnished and approved, to overcome evil with good.
Let the unbelievers be made sensibIe that they are
irivited by us to safety and salvation, and not attacked
for the purpose of plunder. Let us carry to then,
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morals worthy of thegospel; and if we me not
qualified, or have no opportunity, to address them
with our tongues, let us remember that our lives and
our belaviour speak the most forcible lamguage, and
the most persuasive eloquence. Let us carry to tbem
a. creed or profession of faith, simple, truly apostolical,
and not overladen with so many articles superadded
by humancontrivance.
Let us require of them
principally those things which are clearly and openly
handed downby thesacred volumes, and in the
writings of the apostles. The fewer the articles the
union will still mQre effeceasier the consent; and
tually be promoted, if on most of the articles, every
one shall be allowed toputwhat
construction he
pleases, provided he does not enter into a controversy that breaks the public peace.
It is a truth to be lamented rather than denied,
that if any one examines the matter carefully and
faithfully, he will find almost all the wars of Christians to have originated either in folly or in wickedness : First, in folly ; .asforinstance, young men
born to rule,totallyunacquaintedthemselves
and
tbe world about them, have been inflamed with the
love of martial glory, by the bad examples of their
forefathers, and thesilly stories of heroes, as they are
called, in which foolish writers have trumpeted the
fame of foolish princes. Raw striplingslike these,
upon thronesthus inflamed with false glory in the
firstinstance ; and inthenext,instigatedby
surroundingflatterers, stimulatedby lawyersand divirres;
bishops themselves either assenting or conniving,
perhaps even requiring them to go and take the
sword as,a duty incumbent; such as these, engage
in war with all the rashness of folly, rather than the
malignity of intentional guilt. They at last buy experience, vhioh .costs the world very dear, and find
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that war is a thing which above things
all
they ought to
have avoided. A secret grudge urqes one fool, ambition another, native cruelty and ferocity of disposition a third, to the horrid work of war. Our Iliad,
or history of war, like Homer's Iliad, contains,
as
Horace says, nothing but a history of the wrath of
silly kings, and of people as silly as they. Next, as
I said, our wars arise from wickedness.
There are kings who go about to war for no other
reason, than that they may with greater ease establish
despotic authority over their own subjects at home.
For in time of peace, the power of parliaments, the
dignity of magistrates, the vigour of
the laws, are
great impediments to a prince who wishes to exercise arbitrary power. But when once a war is undertaken, the chief management devolves to a few, who
callthemselvestheministers
of executivegovernment; and who, for the general safety, assume the
privilege of conductingeverythingaccordingto
their own humour, demanding unlimited confidence
from the people, and the profoundest secresy. These
persons, in such a conjuncture, who are the prince's
favourites, are exaltedto places ofhonour and profit;
andthose whom the princedislikes are turned off
andneglected, as forming a dangerous opposition.
Now is the time for raising as much money as their
heartscan wish. In short, nowis the time, when
they feel that they are monarchs not in name only,
but in very deed and truth, monarchs
with a veninto
geance ! In themean time, theleadersplay
olie another's hands, till they have eaten up the poor
people root and branch. Do you think that men of
such. dispositions would be backward to seize any,
the slightest occasion d l war, so lucrative, so flattering to avarice andambition ?
In the mean time we give our evil disposition a
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plansible name. For instance, I long for mule of
the Turk's riches, and I cloak my real motiye by
calling it a zeal for the defence of religion. I burn
with hatred and malice, and I cloak them with a pr&
tended regard for the tights of the church. I mean
only to gratify my ambition and anger, or I am hurried on by the impetuosity of my own temper; hut I
take care to ailege as a cause for taking up arms,
that some treaty has been broken, some of my allies
injured or insulted, some contractnot performed,
or any other paltry, yet colowable pretence for a
rapture.
After all, it is surprising to think how these personsaredisappointed
in therealobjects
of their
hearts ; and while they are striving bywrong methods
to shun this or that evil, fall into another, or even
the Same evil rendered still worse. For if they aEe
led on by the love of glory, is it not much more
glorious to save than to destroy, to buildthan to
demolish ? Then, though every thing should succeed
most prcxsperously in war, yet how small a pittance
af glory falls to the prince's share? The m l e ,
whose money pays for it all, certainly claim a just
part of the glory; the foreign soldier, hired fbor
the business of the battles, demands a still greater;
the generals some of it, and fortune the largest portion of ai1 ; for she has great influenee in all bmnan
affairs, so more particularly does she domineer in all
the events of war.
Now, if greatness of mind, as you pretend, stirnulates to war, consider how littleconsistent is the
conduct you pursue, ,with so' noble a quality. For
while this greatness of mind forbids you to yield to
Home individual, perhaps a neighbouring prince, perhaps related to you by marriage, perhaps one who has
deserved well of yau h m e r l y ; how abjmta wrppfirnt
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you make.yourself, while you condescend to solicit
the auxiliary aid of barbarians againsthim; and what
is baser still, the cooperation of men polluted with
every kind of flagitiousness; if brutes,like them,
deserve to retain the appellationof men; while you
eondescend to promise, to flatter, and cajole, a set
of abandoned wretches, murderers and thieves, by
whom the measures of war are principally carried into
execution?While you wish to bully your equal,
you are obliged to fawn and cringe to the lowest
wretches, the offscouring and dregs of the human
race. While you are endeavouring to extrude a
neighhour from his proper dominions, you are obliged
toadmitinto
your own realm thebasesttribe of
knaves and varlets. You will not trust yourself to
a relation by marriage; but yon hesitate not to resign your cause into the hands of armed banditti.
As to your safety, how much safer would you be,
by establishing and preserving concord? If gain is
your object, take your pen and ink, and make the
calculation. I give you leave to adopt war, if it
shall not appear, on a fair calculation, that yon are
in pursuit of an uncertain prolit, at a certain loss not
to be estimated; in pursuit of a profit not only less
in amount than the certain loss, but also doubtful
whether it will ever be obtained at all. But you are
consulting the welfare of the state, not j-our o m :
let me tell you, that states are ruined in no way so
expeditiously, and so much withoutremedy, as by
wm. Before you havestruck a stroke, you have
hurt your countrymore than you will ever do it good,
even if your eEorts should he crowned with victory.
YOUexhaust the wealth of your people, youmultiply
houses of mourning, you fill all thecountry with
robbers, thieves, and violators of innocence. Such
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are the fruits reaped in the harvestof war, such the
blessed effects it leaves behind it.
If you really love your subjects, your whole people, the individuals as well as the aggregate, how
happens it that the following reflections do not arise
in your mind? Whv should I ' expose those young
men of mine, flourishing in health and strength, to
everykind of disaster ? Why should I pursue a
course likely to deprive so many worthy women of
their hushands, so many innocent children of their
fathers ? W h y should I assert some obsolete claim,
which I scarcely recognise myself; some very
doubtful right, with the blood of those who are
trusted, like children, to my protection? In a war,
undertakenunder the pretence of defending the
church, I haveseenthe
churchmen themselves so
stript by repeated contributions, that no enemy could
possibly have treated them with more effectual hostility: so that while we foolishly endeavour to avoid
falling into a pit, we precipitateourselves into it
headlong of our own accord, While we cannot put
up with a slight injury, we subject ourselves to the
greatest injury, still farther aggravated by the grossest insult. While we scorn to pay due deference to
some prince, our equal, we render ourselves obsequious suitors to the lowest of the human race. While
by silly conduct we aspire at freedom, we entangle
ourselves in the nets of the basest slavery. While
we are greedily hunting after a paltry pittance of
gain, we involve ourselves and our people in losses
beyond estimation.
14 is the part of a sensible man of the world to
give these things due consideration ; of a Christian,
who is truly such, to shun, deprecate, and oppose,
by everylawfulmeans,
a busirress so hellish, so
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irrecowileable both to the life and to the doctrine
of Christ.
If war cannot by any means be avoided, on account of the wickedness of the bulk of mankind,
then, after you shall have left no stone unturned to
avoid it, after you shall have sought peace by every
mode of negotiation,the, nextdesirablepoint
will
be, to take the greatest care that the executionof a
bad business may be chiefly consigned t o bad men ;
and that it may he put an euil to with as little loss
as possible of humanblood.
For if we eudeavour
to be what we are called, that is, t o be violently
attachedtonothing
worldly, to seek nothing here
withtoo anxious a solicitude; if we endeavour to
free ourselves from all that may incumber and impede our flight to heaven; if we aspire with our
most ardent wishes at celestial felicity ; if we place
our chief happiness in Cbrist alone,-we
have certainly, in so doing, made up our minds to believe,
that whatever is truly good, trulygreat,truly delightful, is to be found in his religion, If we are
convinced that a good mancannotbe
essentially
hurt by any mortal; if we have duly estimated the
vanity and transitory duration of all the ridiculous
things which agitate human beings; ifwe have an
adequate idea of the difficulty of. transfornling, as it
were, a man into a god; of' being so cleansed, by
continual meditation, from the pollutions of this
world, that when the body is laid down in the dust,
one may emigratetothe
society of angels : in a
word,if weexhibitthesethree
qualities, without
which no man can deserve the appellation of a Christian; innocence, that we may befree from vice;
charity, that we may deserve well of all m e n ; patience, that we may bear with those who use us ill,
and, if possible, bury injuries by an accumulation of
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benefits on the injured party; I ask what war can
possiblyarise hereafter for any trifles which the
world cdntains ?
Tf the Christian religion be a fable, why do we not
honestly and openly explode it ? Why do we glory
and take a pride in its name? But if Christ is both
the way, and the truth, and the life, why d o all our
schemes of life and plans of conduct deviate so from
this great exemplar? If we acknowledge Christ to
be our Lord and Master, who is Love itself, and who
taught nothing but love and peace, let us exhibit his
model, not by assuming his name, or making an
ostentatiousdisplay of themere emblematic sign,
his cross, but by our lives and conversation. Let us
adopt the love of peace, that Christ may recognise
his own, even as we recognise him to be the teacher
of peace. Let this be the study of pontiffs, princes,
and of whole nations. By this time there has been
enough Christian blood spilt in war; we have given
pleasure enough to the enemyof the Christian name:
but if the people, the rude and uninstructed people,
are still disposed to riot and tumult, to disorder and
war, let them be restrained by their own respective
princes, who ought to be, in the state, what the eye
is in the bodv,and reason in the soul. Again, if
princes
themselves
breed confusion, and violate
peace,undoubtedly it is the duty of ponti@s and
bishops, by their wisdom and authority, to tranquillize the commotion. Satiated with everlasting wars,
let us indrllge at length a longing after peace.
me greatness of the calamity itself urges US t o
seek peace, and ensue it; tbe world, wearied out
with woes, demands it; Christ invites to it; the great
pontiff, Leo the Tenth, exhorts to it; he, who, from
his pacific disposition, may be deemed tbe true
representative of the Prime of Peace, J ~ S W
Cdarbt ;
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he who is a lamb to injure the innocent, but a .lion

*

against all thatopposes true piety ; all whose wishes,
all whose counsels, all whose labours, tend to this one
point;thatthose
who are bound hgether by one
common faith may be closely cemented in one common charity. The scope of all his endeavours is,
that the church may flourish, notin riches, not in
power, but in its ownappropriate
excellencies
and endowments : A most glorious undertaking;
and every way worthy a man so truly g r e a t , 4 e scencled from the celebrated family of the Medici ; a
family by whose political wisdom the fdmous state of
Florence flourished in a long continued peace; and
whose enlightened generosity has ever afforded protection to all the fine and liberal arts which embellish
buman life.
Blessed by nature with a mild and gentle disposition, he was initiated, at the earliest age, in polite
letters, the studies of humanity,the cultivation of
poetry, and in all those arts which have so powerful
an influence in softening and meliorating the sentiments of the heart.Thuseducatedamong
men
of the first character for learning, and nursed, as it
were, in the lap of the Muses, he brought with bin1
a blameless life, a reputation unspotted, though in
the zliidst of a licentious city like Rome, to the SUpreme pntiticate. Upon thishighandhonourable
office he by no means obtruded himself; he had not
the least expectation of possessing it ; but seems to
have been nominated to it by the voice of God, that
he might bring relief to a suffering world, distressed
and harassed, as it was, by the unceasing tempest of
war.
Let his predecessor, Julius, enjoy all the glory of
war, .let him boast his unenvied victories, let him engross all the honour of his magnificent triumphs;
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all which, how very little they become a Christian
pontiff, it is not for persons in my humble station to
pronounce : but this I will venture to say ; his glory,
however great, was founded on the sorrows, the
sufferings, andthedestruction
of multitudes. Infinitely more glory will redound to our Leo, from the
restoration of peace to the world, tban to Julius,*

* This holy and infallible pontiff, as well as glorious warrior,
a dialogueintitled Julius, which many
isthuscharacterisedin
attributedtoErasmus,butwhichhe
disavowed. ‘‘ FuitJulius,
homo palhm, scelerosus, temulentus, homicida, simoniacus, veneficus, perjurus, rapax, portentosis,libidinumgeneribusundique
couspurcatus;denique Scabie, quam vocant,Gallic%, totus coopertus.” He proposed (L decreetotransferthekinsdom
of
Prance, and the title of Most Christian Majesty, to the king of
England,whomhehadexcitedto
war withFrance.
‘ r Gallos
omnes hostilem in modum cruciandos interficiendoque curavit :
Premium etiam percussoribus pollicitus est, peccatorum omnium
veniam et impunitatem, si quis vel unicum Gallurn quoquo modo
trucidaret:*****
tantodoloreatqueiracundi%exarsit,
ut ncsn
modb Gallis omnibus aqnA et igne interdiceret, verum etiam obviumquemquenlactaritrucidariqueimperaret
j Prsmiis etiam,
ut dixi, sicarios ac percussores invitaret.”
HOTMAN.
Brutum Fulmen, p. 109, 110,
cr H e endeavoured to cause
all Frenchmen whatever to be put
to thetorture, and todeath,asenemies
: he offered a reward
to all gentlemen assassins by profewion ; publicly notify-ing, that
he wouldgrant remission of all past sins, andpardon for this
particular act, to any man who should butcher any Frenchman
whatever, nay, though it were but one, in any manner******.
He wag so inflamed with anger and revenge against the French
nation, that he not only laid all Frenchmen under an interdict, but
issued an order, that whoever meta Frenchman in his way, should
kill him, and cut him to pieces. H e also invited, as I have already
said, assassins and cut-throate, by the offer of rewards, remission
of sins, &c.” Bnt God, in merey to mankind, took the monster
out o f t h e world; beforehecouldexecuteall
he intended. His
holiness had destroyedhisconstitution
by drunkennessand an
impure disease.
There have appeared in better times, pamphlets, newspapers,
speeches, p
a
l nfe
i stoes,and sermons, which breathe a spirit against
i
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from all his mars, all over Christendom, however
valiantly excited, and fortunately conducted.
Frenchmen almost as catholic as the decrees and orders of his
holiness. If Erasmus had not lived, there might have been other
Juliuses. H e has delivered us from the curse of popery ; may he
deliver us from those of offensive war ! And let all the people say
AMEN.

END OF VOLUME THE FIFTH.

VOL.

v.

