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The RELIGIOUS PILGRIMAGE.

The Argument.

Ogygius going a Pilgrimage for the Sake of Religion, returns Home full of
Superstition. He had paid a Visit to St. James at Compostella, his Wife and Mother-
in-Law having obliged him to make a Vow so to do. At that Time People began to be
more cold, as to the Worshipping of Saints: For which Cause the Virgin Mary writes
an Epistle full of Complaints, of their Worship being neglected. A Miracle of a Knight
that was saved by the Help of the Virgin Mary, by opening a little Wicket through
which he entred. Of the Virgin’s Milk. St. Bernard is feign’d to have suck’d the same
Pap of the Virgin Mary, that the Child Jesus did. A new Sort of Jewel call’d the Toad-
Stone: The various Natures of Jewels. The Tomb of Thomas Becket at Canterbury. He
falls foul on the prodigious Magnificence, Luxury and Wealth of Churches; and
reprehends the Manners and Impieties of Sailors. The Absurdity of Kissing the
Reliques of Saints, as Shoes, Slippers, &c. Saints are compared to Sheep.

MENEDEMUS, OGYGIUS.

MEN.

What Novelty is this? Don’t I see my old Neighbour Ogygius, that no Body has set

their Eyes on this p. 2 six Months? There was a Report he was dead. It is he, or I’'m
mightily mistaken. I’ll go up to him, and give him his Welcome. Welcome Ogygius.
OGY.

And well met, Menedemus.

MEN.

From what Part of the World came you? For here was a melancholy Report that you
had taken a Voyage to the Stygian Shades.

OGyY.

Nay, I thank God, I never was better in all my Life, than I have been ever since I saw
you last.

MEN.

And may you live always to confute such vain Reports: But what strange Dress is
this? It is all over set off with Shells scollop’d, full of Images of Lead and Tin, and
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Chains of Straw-Work, and the Cuffs are adorned with Snakes Eggs instead of
Bracelets.

OGY.

I have been to pay a Visit to St. James at Compostella, and after that to the famous
Virgin on the other Side the Water in England; and this was rather a Revisit; for I had
been to see her three Years before.

MEN.

What! out of Curiosity, I suppose?

OGy.

Nay, upon the Score of Religion.

MEN.

That Religion, I suppose, the Greek Tongue taught you.

OGY.

My Wife’s Mother had bound herself by a Vow, that if her Daughter should be
delivered of a live Male Child, I should go to present my Respects to St. James in
Person, and thank him for it.

MEN.

And did you salute the Saint only in your own and your Mother-in-Law’s Name?
OGyY.

Nay, in the Name of the whole Family.

MEN.

Truly I am persuaded your Family would have been every Whit as well, if you had
never complimented him at all. But prithee, what Answer did he make you when you
thanked him?

OGyY.

None at all; but upon tendring my Present, he seemed to smile, and gave me a gentle
Nod, with this same Scollop Shell.
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MEN.

But why does he rather give those than any Thing else?
Because he has plenty of them, the neighbouring Sea furnishing him with them.

MEN.

O gracious Saint, that is both a Midwife to Women in Labour, and hospitable to
Travellers too! But what new Fashion of making Vows is this, that one who does
nothing himself, shall make a Vow that another Man shall work? Put the Case that
you should tie yourself up by a Vow that I should fast twice a Week, if you should
succeed in such and such an Affair, do you think I’d perform what you had vowed?

OGY.

I believe you would not, altho’ you had made the Vow yourself: For you made a Joke
of Fobbing the Saints off. But it was my Mother-in-Law that made the Vow, and it
was my Duty to be obedient: You know the Temper of Women, and also my own
Interest lay at Stake.

MEN.

If you had not performed the Vow, what Risque had you run?

OGyY.

I don’t believe the Saint could have laid an Action at Law against me; but he might
for the future have stopp’d his Ears at my Petitions, or slily have brought some
Mischief or other upon my Family: You know the Humour of great Persons.
MEN.

Prithee tell me, how does the good Man St. James do? and what was he doing?
OGy.

Why truly, not so well by far as he used to be.

MEN.

What’s the Matter, is he grown old?

OGyY.

Trifler! You know Saints never grow old. No, but it is this new Opinion that has been
spread abroad thro’ the World, is the Occasion, that he has not so many Visits made to
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him as he used to have; and those that do come, give him a bare Salute, and either
nothing at all, or little or nothing else; they say they can bestow their Money to better
Purpose upon those that want it.

MEN.

An impious Opinion.

OGyY.

And this is the Cause, that this great Apostle, that used to glitter with Gold and
Jewels, now is brought to the very Block that he is made of, and has scarce a Tallow
Candle.

If this be true, the rest of the Saints are in Danger of coming to the same Pass.

OGyY.

Nay, I can assure you, that there is a Letter handed about, which the Virgin Mary
herself has written about this Matter.

MEN.

What Mary?

OGY.

She that is called Maria a Lapide.

MEN.

That’s up towards Basil, if I am not mistaken?

OGY.

The very same.

MEN.

You talk of a very stony Saint. But who did she write it to?

OGyY.

The Letter tells you the Name.
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MEN.

Who did she send it by?

OGyY.

An Angel, no Doubt, who laid it down in the Pulpit, where the Preacher, to whom it
was sent, took it up. And to put the Matter out of all Doubt, you shall see the original
Letter.

MEN.

Do you know the Angel’s Hand, that is Secretary to the Virgin Mary?

OGyY.

Well enough.

MEN.

By what Token?

OGY.

I have read St. Bede’s Epitaph, that was engraven by the same Angel, and the Shape
of the Letters are exactly the same; and I have read the Discharge sent to St. £gidius,
and they agree exactly. Do not these prove the Matter plain enough?

MEN.
May a Body see it?
OGy.

You may, if you’ll damn your Soul to the Pit of Hell, if ever you speak on’t.

MEN.

"Tis as safe as if you spoke it to a Stone.

OGY.

But there are some Stones that are infamous for this, that they can’t keep a Secret.

MEN.

If you can’t trust to a Stone, speak to a Mute then.
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OGyY.

Upon that Condition I’ll recite it to you; but prick up both your Ears.

MEN.

I have done so.

OGY.

Mary the Mother of Jesus to Glaucoplutus sendeth p. 5 Greeting. This is to let you
know, that I take it in good Part, and you have much obliged me, in that you have so
strenuously followed Luther, and convinced the World, that it is a Thing altogether
needless to invoke Saints: For, before this Time, [ was e’en wearied out of my Life
with the wicked Importunities of Mortals. Every Thing was asked of me, as if my Son
was always a Child, because he is painted so, and at my Breast, and therefore they
take it for granted I have him still at my Beck, and that he dares not deny me any
Thing I ask of him, for Fear I should deny him the Bubby when he is thirsty. Nay, and
they ask such Things from me a Virgin, that a modest young Man would scarce dare
to ask of a Bawd, and which I am ashamed to commit to Writing. A Merchant that is
going a Voyage to Spain to get Pelf, recommends to me the Chastity of his kept
Mistress; and a professed Nun, having thrown away her Veil, in Order to make her
Escape, recommends to me the Care of her Reputation, which she at the same Time
intends to prostitute. The wicked Soldier, who butchers Men for Money, bawls out to
me with these Words, O Blessed Virgin, send me rich Plunder. The Gamester calls out
to me to give him good Luck, and promises I shall go Snips with him in what he shall
win; and if the Dice don’t favour, I am rail’d at and curs’d, because I would not be a
Confederate in his Wickedness. The Usurer prays, Help me to large Interest for my
Money, and if I deny "em any Thing, they cry out, I am no Mother of Mercy. And there
is another Sort of People, whose Prayers are not properly so wicked, as they are
foolish: The Maid prays, Mary, give me a handsome, rich Husband; the Wife cries,
Give me fine Children; and the Woman with Child, Give me a good Delivery; the old
Woman prays to live long without a Cough and Thirst; and the doting old Man, Send
that I may grow young again, the Philosopher says, Give me the Faculty of starting
Difficulties never to be resolv’d; the Priest says, Give me a fat Benefice; the Bishop
cries out for the Saving of his Diocese; and the Mariner for a prosperous Voyage, the
Magistrate cries out, Shew me thy Son before I die; the Courtier, That he may make
an effectual Confession, when at the Point of Death; the Husbandman calls on me for
seasonable Rain; and a Farmer’s Wife, to preserve her Sheep and Cattle. If I refuse
them any Thing, then presently I am hard-hearted. If I refer them to my Son, they cry,
If you’ll but say the Word, I'm sure he’ll do it. How is it possible for me a lone Body,
a Woman, and a Virgin, to assist Sailors, Soldiers, Merchants, Gamesters, Brides and
Bridegrooms, Women in Travail, Princes, Kings, and Peasants? And what I have
mentioned is the least Part of what I suffer. But [ am much less troubled with these
Concerns now than I have been, for which I would give you my hearty Thanks, if this
Conveniency did not bring a greater Inconveniency along with it. I have indeed more
Leisure, but less Honour, and less Money. Before, I was saluted Queen of the
Heavens, and Lady of the World; but now there are very few, from whom I hear an
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Ave-Mary. Formerly I was adorned with Jewels and Gold, and had Abundance of
Changes of Apparel; I had Presents made me of Gold and Jewels,; but now I have
scarce Half a Vest to cover me, and that is Mouse-eaten too: And my yearly Revenue
is scarce enough to keep alive my poor Sexton, who lights me up a little Wax or
Tallow Candle. But all these Things might be born with, if you did not tell us, that
there were greater Things going forward. They say, you aim at this, to strip the Altars
and Temples of the Saints every where. I advise you again and again to have a Care
what you do: For other Saints don’t want Power to avenge themselves for the Wrong
done to them. Peter, being turn’d out of his Church, can shut the Gate of the Kingdom
of Heaven against you. Paul has a Sword. And St. Bartholomew a Knife. The Monk
William has a Coat of Mail under his Habit, and a heavy Lance too. And how will you
encounter St. George on Horseback, in his Cuirassiers Arms, his Sword, and his
Whinyard? Nor is Anthony without his Weapon, he has his sacred Fire: And the rest
of them have either their Arms, or their Mischiefs, that they can send out against
whom they please: And as for myself, although I wear no Weapons, you shall not turn
me out, unless you turn my Son out too, whom I hold in my Arms. I won’t be pulled
away from him: You shall either throw us both out, or leave us both, unless you have
a Mind to have a Church without a Christ. These Things I would have you know, and
consider what Answer to give me; for I have the Matter much at Heart.

From our Stone House, the Calends of August, the Year of my Son’s Passion 1524. 1
the Stony Virgin have subscribed this with my own Hand.

MEN.

In Truth this is a very terrible threatning Letter, and I believe Glaucoplutus will take
Care what he does.

OGyY.

He will, if he is wise.

MEN.

But why did not honest James write to him about this Matter?

OGyY.

Truly I can’t tell, except it is because he is a great Way off, and now-a-Days all
Letters are intercepted.

MEN.

But what God carried you to England?
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OGyY.

A very favourable Wind; and I had made half a Promise to the beyond-Sea She-Saint,
to pay her another Visit within two or three Years.

MEN.

What did you go to ask for of her?

OGY.

Nothing new; but those common Matters, the Health of my Family, the Increase of
my Fortune, a long and a happy Life in this World, and eternal Happiness in the next.

MEN.

But could not our Virgin Mary have done as much for you here? She has at Antwerp a
Temple, much more magnificent than that beyond Sea.

OGY.

I won’t deny that she is able, but one Thing is bestowed in one Place, and another
Thing in another: whether this be her Pleasure merely, or whether she being of a kind
Disposition, accommodates herself in this to our Affections.

MEN.

I have often heard of James, but prithee give me some Account of that beyond-Sea
Lady.

OGyY.

I will do it as briefly as I can: Her Name is very famous all over England; and you
shall scarce find any Body in that Island, who thinks his Affairs can be prosperous,
unless he every Year makes some Present to that Lady, p. 8 greater or smaller,
according as his Circumstances are in the World.

MEN.

Where-abouts does she dwell?

OGY.

Near the Coast, upon the furthest Part between the West and the North, about three

Miles from the Sea; it is a Town that depends chiefly upon the Resort of Strangers:
There is a College of Canons there, to which the Latins have added the Name of
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Regulars, which are of a middle Sort between Monks, and those Canons that are
called Seculars.

MEN.

You tell me of amphibious Creatures, such as the Beavers are.

OGY.

Nay, so are Crocodiles too. But Trifling apart, I’ll tell you in three Words: In odious
Cases they are Canons, in favourable Cases they are Monks.

MEN.

You have hitherto been telling me Riddles.

OGyY.

Why then I will give you a Mathematical Demonstration. If the Pope of Rome shall
throw a Thunderbolt at all Monks, then they’ll be all Canons; and if he will allow all
Monks to marry, then they’ll be all Monks.

MEN.

These are new Favours, I wish they would take mine for one.

OGyY.

But to return to the Matter in Hand. This College has little else to maintain it, but the
Liberality of the Virgin; for all Presents of Value are laid up; but as for any Thing of
Money, or lesser Value, that goes to the Support of the Flock and the Head of it,
which they call the Prior.

MEN.

Are they Men of good Lives?

OGyY.
Not much amiss. They are richer in Piety than in Revenue: There is a clever neat
Church, but the Virgin does not dwell in it herself; but upon Point of Honour has

given it to her Son. Her Church is on the Right-Hand of her Son’s.

MEN.

Upon his Right-Hand! which Way then does her Son look?
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OGyY.

That’s well taken Notice of. When he looks toward the West he has his Mother on the
Right, and when he looks toward the East, she is on his Left-Hand. And she does p. 9
not dwell there neither, for the Building is not finish’d; the Doors and Windows are
all open, and the Wind blows thro’ it; and not far off is a Place, where Oceanus the
Father of the Winds resides.

MEN.

That’s a hard Case, where does she dwell then?

OGY.

In that unfinish’d Church, that I spoke of, there is a little boarded Chapel, with a little
Door on each Side to receive Visitors. There’s but a little Light to it, but what comes
from the Tapers; but the Scent is very grateful.

MEN.

All these Things conduce to Religion.

OGY.

Nay, Menedemus, if you saw the Inside of it, you would say it was the Seat of the
Saints, it is all so glittering with Jewels, Gold and Silver.

MEN.

You set me agog to go thither too.

OGyY.

If you do, you will never repent of your Journey.

MEN.

Is there any holy Oil there?

OGyY.

Simpleton, that Oil is only the Sweat of Saints in their Sepulchres, as of Andrew,
Catherine, &c. Mary was never buried.

MEN.

I confess I was under a Mistake; but make an End of your Story.
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OGyY.

That Religion may spread itself the more widely, some Things are shewn at one Place,
and some at another.

MEN.

And it may be, that the Donations may be larger, according to the old Saying, Fit cito
per multas praeda petita manus. Many Hands will carry off much Plunder.

OGy.

And there are always some at Hand, to shew you what you have a Mind to see.
MEN.

What, of the Canons?

OGY.

No, no, they are not permitted, lest under the Colour of Religion they should prove
irreligious, and while they are serving the Virgin, lose their own Virginity. Only in the
inner Chapel, which I call the Chamber of the holy Virgin, a certain Canon stands at
the Altar.

MEN.

What does he stand there for?

OGyY.

To receive and keep that which is given.

MEN.

Must People give whether they will or no?

OGY.

No: but a certain religious Modesty makes some give, when any Body stands by,
which would not give a Farthing, if there were no Witness of it; or give more than

otherwise they would give.

MEN.

You set forth human Nature, as I have experienc’d in myself.
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OGyY.

There are some so devoted to the Holy Virgin, that while they pretend to lay one Gift
on the Altar, by a wonderful Sleight of Hand, they steal what another has laid down.

MEN.

But put the Case no Body were by, would the Virgin thunder at them?

OGY.

Why should the Virgin do that, any more than God himself does, whom they are not
afraid to strip of his Ornaments, and to break thro’ the Walls of the Church to come at
them?

MEN.

I can’t well tell which I admire at most, the impious Confidence of those Wretches, or
God’s Patience.

OGY.

At the north Side there is a certain Gate, not of a Church, don’t mistake me, but of the
Wall that incloses the Church-Yard, that has a very little Wicket, as in the great Gates
of Noblemen, that he that has a Mind to get in, must first venture the breaking of his
Shins, and afterwards stoop his Head too.

MEN.

In Truth, it would not be safe for a Man to enter in against an Enemy at such a little
Door.

OGyY.

You’re in the Right on’t. But yet the Verger told me, that some Time since a Knight
on Horse-Back, having escaped out of the Hands of his Enemy, who follow’d him at
the Heels, got in thro’ this Wicket. The poor Man at the last Pinch, by a sudden Turn
of Thought, recommended himself to the holy Virgin, that was the nearest to him. For
he resolv’d to take Sanctuary at her Altar, if the Gate had been open. When behold,
which is such a Thing as was never heard of, both Man and Horse were on a sudden
taken into the Church-Yard, and his Enemy left on the out-Side of it, stark mad at his
Disappointment.

MEN.

And did he give you Reason to believe so wonderful a Relation?
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OGyY.

Without Doubt.

MEN.

That was no easy Matter to a Man of your Philosophy.

OGY.

He shew’d me a Plate of Copper nail’d on the Door, that had the very Image of this
Knight, that was thus sav’d; and in the very Habit, which was then in Fashion among
the English, which is the same we see in old Pictures, which, if they are drawn truly,
the Barbers, and Dyers, and Weavers in those Days, had but a bad Time on’t.

MEN.

Why so?

OGY.

Why, he had a Beard like a Goat; and there was not a Wrinkle in any of his Cloaths,
they were made so strait to his Body, that the very Straitness of them made his Body
the more slender. There was also another Plate that was an exact Description of the
Chapel, and the Size of it.

MEN.

Then there was no Doubt to be made on’t.

OGyY.

Under the little Wicket there was an iron Grate, no bigger than what a Man on Foot
could just get in at. For it was not fit that any Horse afterwards should tread upon that
Place, which the former Knight had consecrated to the Virgin.

MEN.

And very good Reason.

OGyY.

From hence towards the East, there is another Chapel full of Wonders; thither I went.
Another Verger received me. There we pray’d a little; and there was shewn us the
middle Joint of a Man’s Finger; I kiss’d it, and ask’d whose Relick it was. He told me
it was St. Peter’s; what, said I, the Apostle? He said it was. I then took Notice of the
Bigness of the Joint, which was large enough to be taken for that of a Giant. Upon
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which, said I, Peter must Needs have been a very lusty Man. At this one of the
Company fell a laughing; I was very much vext at it, for if he had held his Tongue,
the Verger would have shewn us all the Relicks. However, we pacified him pretty
well, by giving him a few Groats. Before this little Chapel stood a House, which he
told us, in the Winter-Time when all Things were buried in Snow, was brought there
on a sudden, from some Place a great Way off. Under this House there were two Pits
Brim-full, that were fed by a Fountain consecrated to the holy Virgin. The Water was
wonderful cold, and of great Virtue in curing Pains in the Head and Stomach.

MEN.

If cold Water will cure Pains in the Head and Stomach, in Time Oil will quench Fire.

OGyY.

But, my good Friend, you are hearing that which is miraculous; for what Miracle is
there in cold Water quenching Thirst?

MEN.

That Shift goes a great Way in this Story.

OGyY.

It was positively affirmed, that this Spring burst out of the Ground on a sudden, at the
Command of the holy Virgin. I observing everything very diligently, ask’d him how
many Years it was since that little House was brought thither? He said it had been
there for some Ages. But, said I, methinks the Walls don’t seem to carry any Marks of
Antiquity in them: He did not much deny it. Nor these Pillars, said I: He did not deny
but those had been set up lately; and the Thing shew’d itself plainly. Then, said I, that
Straw and Reeds, the whole Thatch of it seems not to have been so long laid. He
allow’d it. Nor do these cross Beams and Rafters, that bear up the Roof, seem to have
been laid many Years ago. He confest they were not. And there being no Part of that
Cottage remaining, said I to him, how then does it appear, that this is the very Cottage
that was brought so far thro’ the Air?

MEN.
Prithee, how did the Sexton extricate himself out of this Difficulty?

OGY.

He presently shew’d us an old Bear’s Skin, tackt there to a Piece of Timber, and
almost laught at us to our very Faces, for not having Eyes to perceive a Thing that was
so plain. Therefore seeming to be satisfied, and excusing our Dulness of
Apprehension, we turned ourselves to the Heavenly Milk of the blessed Virgin.
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MEN.

O Mother like her Son! for as he has left us so much of his Blood upon Earth, so she
has left us so much of her Milk, that it is scarce credible, that a Woman who never
had but one Child, should have so much, altho’ her Child had never suck’d a Drop.

OGyY.

And they tell us the same Stories about our Lord’s Cross, that is shewn up and down,
both publickly and privately, in so many Places, that if all the Fragments were
gathered together, they would seem to be sufficient Loading for a good large Ship;
and yet our Lord himself carried the whole Cross upon his Shoulders.

MEN.

And don’t you think this is wonderful?

OGyY.

It may be said to be an extraordinary Thing, but not a wonderful one, since the Lord
who encreases these Things according to his own Pleasure is Omnipotent.

MEN.

You put a very pious Construction upon it, but [ am afraid that a great many such
Things are forged for the Sake of getting Money.

OGyY.
I cannot think God would suffer any one to put these Mockeries upon him.

MEN.

Nay, when both the Mother and Son, Father and Spirit are robb’d by sacrilegious
Persons, they don’t seem to be mov’d the least in the World, so as to deter wicked
Persons, so much as by a Nod or a Stamp; so great is the Lenity of the Divine Being.

OGy.
This is true, but hear me out: That Milk is kept upon the high Altar, in which Christ is

in the Middle, and his Mother, for Respect Sake, at his right Hand; for the Milk
represents the Mother.

MEN.

Why, is it plain to be seen then?
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OGyY.

It is preserv’d in a Crystal Glass.

MEN.

Is it liquid then?

OGY.

What do you talk of being liquid, when it has been put in above 1500 Years ago. It is
so concreted, you would take it for beaten Chalk, temper’d with the White of an Egg.

MEN.

But why don’t they shew it open?

OGY.

Lest the Milk of the Virgin should be defil’d by the Kisses of Men.

MEN.

You say very well, for I believe there are some who put Lips to it, that are neither
pure nor Virgin ones.

OGyY.

As soon as the Officer sees us, he runs presently and puts on a Surplice, and a Stole
about his Neck, and falls down very devoutly and worships, and by and by gives us
the holy Milk to kiss. Then we prostrated ourselves at the lowest Step of the Altar,
and having first paid our Adoration to Christ, we apply’d ourselves to the Virgin in
the following Prayer, which we had fram’d before-Hand for this very Purpose.

Virgin Mother, who hast merited to give Suck to the Lord of Heaven and Earth, thy
Son Jesus, from thy Virgin Breasts, we desire that being purified by his Blood, we
may arrive at that happy Infant State of Dove-like Innocence, which being void of
Malice, Fraud, and Deceit, we may continually desire the Milk of the Evangelical
Doctrine, until it grows up to a perfect Man, and to the Measure of the Fulness of
Christ, whose blessed Society thou wilt enjoy for evermore, with the Father and the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

MEN.

Truly, a devout Prayer. But what Answer did she make?
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OGyY.

If my Eyes did not deceive me, they were both pleased: For the holy Milk seem’d to
give a Leap, and the Eucharist seem’d to look somewhat brighter than usual. In the
mean Time the Shewer of the Relicks came to us, without speaking a Word, holding
out such a Kind of Table, as they in Germany that take Toll on the Bridges hold out to
you.

MEN.

In Truth, I have oftentimes cursed those craving Tables, when I travelled in Germany.

OGY.

We laid down some Pieces of Money, which he presented to the Virgin. After this, by
our Interpreter, (If I remember right) one Robert Aldridge, a well spoken young Man,
and a great Master of the English Tongue, | enquired, as civilly as I could, what
Assurance he had, that this was really the Virgin’s Milk. And truly, I desired to be
satisfied of this with a pious Intention, that I might stop the Mouths of some impious
Persons, who are us’d to scoff at all these Things. The Officer first contracted his
Brow without speaking a Word; thereupon I prest the Interpreter to put the same
Question to him again, but in the fairest Manner that could be; and he did it in so
obliging a Manner, that if he had address’d himself to the Mother herself in these
Terms, when she had but newly lain in, she would not have taken it amiss. But the
Officer, as if he had been inspired with some Enthusiasm, looking upon us with
astonished Eyes, and with a Sort of Horror, cursing our blasphemous Expression, said,
What Need is there for your putting this Question, when you have an Authentick
Record? And had turn’d us out of Doors for Hereticks, had not a few Pence pacified
his Rage.

MEN.
But how did you behave yourselves in the Interim?

OGY.

Just as if we had been stunned with a Cudgel, or struck with Thunder; we sneak’d
away, humbly begging his Pardon for our Boldness: For so a Man ought to do in holy
Matters. Thence we went to the little Chapel, the Dwelling of the Virgin Saint. In our
Way thither, an Expounder of sacred Things, one of the Minors, offers himself; he
stares upon us as if he had a Mind to draw our Pictures; and having gone a little
further, another meets us, staring upon us after the same Manner; and after him a
third.

MEN.

It may be they had a Mind to have drawn your Picture.
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OGyY.

But I suspected far otherwise.

MEN.

What did you imagine then?

OGY.

That some sacrilegious Person had stolen some of the Virgin’s Vestments, and that I
was suspected as the Thief. Therefore, having entred the Chapel, I address’d myself to
the Virgin-Mother with this short Prayer.

O thou who only of all Women art a Mother and a Virgin, the most happy of Mothers,
and the purest of Virgins, we that are impure do now come to visit and address
ourselves to thee that are pure, and reverence thee with our p. 16 poor Offerings,
such as they are. O that thy Son would enable us to imitate thy most holy Life, that we
may deserve, by the Grace of the Holy Spirit, to conceive the Lord Jesus in the most
inward Bowels of our Minds, and having once conceiv’d him, never to lose him.
Amen.

So I kiss’d the Altar, laid down some Money, and withdrew.

MEN.

What, did the Virgin hear? Did she give you no Nod as a Token that she had heard
your Prayer?

OGyY.

As 1 told you before, it was but an uncertain Light, and she stood in the Dark at the
right Side of the Altar: And the Check of the former Officer had made me so dejected,
that I did not dare to lift up my Eyes again.

MEN.

Then this Adventure had not a very happy Conclusion?

OGyY.

Nay, the happiest of all.

MEN.

Nay, now you put me in Courage again; for, as your Homer says, my Heart was e’en
sunk into my Breeches.
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OGyY.

After Dinner we go to Church again.

MEN.

How did you dare to do that, being suspected of Sacrilege?

OGY.

It may be I was: but I did not suspect myself. A clear Conscience fears nothing. I had
a great Mind to see the Record that the Shewer of the Reliques had referr’d us to.
Having hunted a great While for it, we found it at last; but it was hung up so high, that
he must have good Eyes that could read it: And mine are none of the best, nor none of
the worst. Therefore, not being willing wholly to trust to him in a Matter of such
Moment, [ went along with Aldrisius as he read it.

MEN.

Well! and were all your Doubts remov’d?

OGY.

I was asham’d of myself, that I should doubt of a Matter, that there was made so plain
before one’s Eyes, the Name, the Place, the Order of the Proceeding, in one Word,
there was nothing omitted. There was one William of Paris, a Man of general Piety,
but more especially religious in getting together the Relicks of Saints all over the
Earth. He having travelled over a great many Countries, and having every where
diligently search’d Monasteries and Churches, at last arriv’d at Constantinople, (for
this William’s Brother was a Bishop there). When he was preparing to return Home,
the Bishop acquainted him, that there was a certain Nun that had the Virgin’s Milk;
and that he would be the happiest Man in the World, if he could possibly get any of it,
either for Love or Money, or by any other Means; for that all the Relicks he had
hitherto collected, were nothing, compared to that sacred Milk. Upon this, William
never was at rest, till he had obtain’d one Half of this Milk; and having gotten this
Treasure, thought himself richer than Creesus.

MEN.

And very well he might, "twas a Thing so unexpected too.

OGyY.

He goes strait homeward, but falls sick by the Way.
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MEN.

O how little Trust is to be put in human Felicity, that it shall be either perfect or long-
liv’d!

OGyY.

Finding himself in Danger, he sends for a Frenchman, a faithful Fellow-Traveller, and
makes him swear Secrecy; and then delivers the Milk to him upon this Condition,
That if he got Home safe, he should deposit that Treasure on the Altar of the holy
Virgin that is worshipped at Paris, in that noble Church that has the River Sein on
each Side of it, as if itself gave Place in Reverence to the Divinity of the Virgin. To
sum up the Matter in few Words, William was buried; the other rides Post, but he falls
sick by the Way, and thinking himself past Recovery, he delivers the Milk to an
Englishman that was his Fellow-Traveller, making him take a solemn Oath that he
would perform that which he himself was to have done. The one dies, the other takes
it, and puts it upon the Altar, in the Presence of all the Canons of the Place, those that
at that Time were call’d Regulars, as they are yet at St. Genoveve: He obtain’d Half
this Milk of them, and carried it into England, and made a Present of it to this beyond-
Sea Place, his Mind being moved thereunto by a Divine Impulse.

MEN.

Truly this Story hangs very handsomly together.

Nay farther, that there might not be left the least Room to doubt, the very Names of
the Bishops were set down, that were authorized to grant Releases and Indulgences to
such as should come to see the Milk, according to the Power to them given, but not
without some Donation or another.

MEN.

And how far did that Power extend?

OGyY.

To forty Days.

MEN.

But are there Days in Purgatory?

OGyY.

For certain there is Time there.
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MEN.

But when they have dispos’d of this Stock of forty Days, have they no more to
bestow?

OGyY.

No: For there ever and anon arises something for them to bestow, and ’tis in this quite
otherwise than it is with the Tub of the Danaides. For tho’ that is continually filling, is
always empty; but in this, tho’ you are continually drawing out, there is never the less

in the Vessel.

MEN.

But if the Remission of forty Days were given to a hundred thousand Men, would
every one have so much?

OGyY.

Yes, so much.

MEN.

And suppose that they that have received forty Days in the Morning, should ask for
forty Days more at Night, Would they have wherewithal to give them?

OGY.

Yes, ten Times over in an Hour.

MEN.

I wish I had such a Cabinet at Home; I would not wish for above three Groats, if they
might be doubled and tripled after that Manner.

OGyY.

You might as well have wish’d to be all turn’d into Gold yourself, and as soon have
had what you wish’d for. But to return to my Story, there was one Argument added,
by a Man of great Piety and Candour, which is, that tho’ the Virgin’s Milk, which is
shewn in many other Places, is indeed venerable enough, in that it was scrap’d off
from Stones, yet this was more venerable than all the rest, because this was sav’d as it
flow’d from the Virgin’s Breast, without touching the Ground.

MEN.

But how does that appear?
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O! the Nun at Constantinople that gave it, said so.

MEN.

It may be she had it of St. Bernard.

OGyY.

I believe she had.

MEN.

He, when he was very old, had the Happiness to taste Milk from the same Nipple
which the Child Jesus sucked. Whence I wonder he was not rather called Lactifluous
than Mellifluous. But how is that called the Virgin’s Milk that did not flow from her
Breasts?

OGyY.

That did flow from her Breasts, but dropping upon the Stone she sat upon, while she
was giving suck, it concreted, and was afterwards, by Providence, so multiplied.

MEN.

Right. Go on.

OGY.

These Things being over, we were just upon the Point of going away; but walking
about, and looking round us to see if there was any Thing worth taking Notice of, the
Chapel-Officers come to us again, leering at us, pointing at us with their Fingers, they
advance to us, retreat, run backward and forward, nod, as if they would fain have said
something to us, if they had had Courage enough to have done it.

MEN.

And was not you afraid then?

OGyY.

No, not at all; but I looked them full in the Face very chearfully, as who should say,
Speak and welcome. At length one of them comes up to me, and asked my Name. |

told it him. He asked me if I was the Person that a Matter of two Years ago set up a
Votive Table in Hebrew Letters? I told him I was.
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MEN.

Can you write Hebrew then?

OGyY.

No, but they call every Thing Hebrew that they can’t understand. But by and by (upon
calling, as I suppose) came the tpw”to¢ ?6tepog of the College.

MEN.

What Title of Dignity is that? Have they not an Abbot?

OGyY.

No.

MEN.
Why so?
OGY.

Because they don’t understand Hebrew.

MEN.

Have they no Bishop?

OGyY.

None at all.
MEN.

Why so?
OaGy.

Because the Virgin is so poor, that she has not wherewith to buy a Staff and a Mitre.

MEN.

Ha’n’t they so much as a President?
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OGyY.

No, nor that neither.

MEN.

What hinders?

OGY.

Because a President is a Name of Dignity, and not of Holiness, and therefore the
Colleges of Canons reject the Name of an Abbot, but they willingly allow the Name
of a President.

MEN.

But this mpw tog ?otepog is what I never heard of before.

OGY.

In Truth you are but an indifferent Grammarian then.

MEN.

I know what ?ctepdmpmtov is in Rhetoric.

OGyY.

Why that’s it. He that is next the Prior is Posterior Prior.

MEN.

You mean a Sub-Prior.

OGyY.

He saluted me very courteously. He told me what great Pains had been taken to read
those Verses; what wiping of Spectacles there had been to no Purpose; how often one
grave Doctor of Divinity, and another of Law, had been brought thither to expound
the Table. One said the Letters were Arabick, another said they were fictitious ones;
but at last they found one that made a Shift to read the Title. It was written in Latin
Words, and Latin Capitals. The Verses were Greek, in Greek Capitals, which at first
Sight look’d like Roman Capitals. Being requested, I turn’d the Verses into Latin,
Word for Word. They would have given me a Reward for this small Service, but I
positively refused it, affirming that there was nothing so difficult that I would not,
with all the Readiness in the World, undertake for the Sake of the Holy Virgin, even if
she should command me to carry a Letter for her from thence to Jerusalem.

PLL v6.0 (generated September, 2011) 28 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/726



Online Library of Liberty: The Colloquies vol. 2

MEN.

What Occasion can she have for you to be her Letter-Carrier, that has so many Angels
for her Secretaries and Pages?

He pulled out of his Pouch a little Piece of Wood, cut off from the Beam on which the
Virgin-Mother stood. The admirable Fragrancy of it, shewed it to be a Thing that was
highly sacred. I having received this Present in the lowest Posture of Humility, and
bare-headed, and having kiss’d it over and over, put it in my Pocket.

MEN.
May a Body see it?
OGy.

I’ll let you see it if you will. But if you have eaten or drank to Day, or have had to do
with your Wife last Night, [ would not advise you to look upon it.

MEN.

Let me see it, there is no Danger.

OGY.

Here ’tis for you.

MEN.

O happy Man art thou that hast such a Present!

OGyY.

Whether you know it or no, I would not exchange this little Fragment for all the Gold
in Tagus. I’ll set it in Gold, and put it in a Crystal Case, so that it may be seen through
it. When this Hysteroprotos saw me so religiously transported with that small Present,
thinking I deserved to have Things of greater Moment imparted to me, he asked me, if
I had seen the Virgin’s Secrets. That Word startled me a little, but I durst not ask him
what he meant by the Virgin’s Secrets; for in Matters so sacred there is Danger in a
Slip of the Tongue. I told him I had not seen them; but I had a very great Desire to see
them. Then I am conducted in as one in an Ecstacy. A Wax Taper or two was lighted,
and a little Image was shewn me, that made no extraordinary Figure, neither for
Magnitude, Matter, nor Workmanship, but of extraordinary Virtue.
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MEN.

Bulk has no great Matter in it, as to the doing of Miracles. I have seen St. Christopher
at Paris, not him of a Cart-Load, or of the Size of a Colossus, but rather of a large
Mountain; but I never heard he was famous for doing Miracles.

OGyY.

At the Feet of the Virgin there is a Jewel, that neither the Latins nor Greeks have yet
given a Name to. The French have given it a Name from a Toad, because it has the
Resemblance of a Toad in it so lively, that no Art p. 22 can match it. And that which
is the more miraculous, is, that it is a very small Stone; and the Image does not stand
out of it, but is included in the very Body of the Stone, and may be seen thro’ it.

MEN.

Perhaps they may fancy they see the Likeness of a Toad cut in it, as some fancy they
see that of an Eagle in the Stalk of a Brake or Fern; and as Boys, who see every Thing
in the Clouds, as Dragons breathing out Fire, burning Mountains and armed Men
fighting.

OGY.

Nay, that you may be thoroughly satisfied in the Matter, no living Toad ever shewed
itself more plainly, than that is expressed there.

MEN.

I have been hearing your Stories all this While; but I would have you find out some
Body else to give Credit to your Story of the Toad.

OGY.

I don’t at all wonder, Menedemus, that you are so incredulous; I should not have
believ’d it myself, if the whole Tribe of Divines had asserted it, unless I had seen it
with these Eyes, I say, beheld with these very Eyes, and had experienced the Truth of
it. But, methinks you seem not to be curious enough upon these natural Rarities.

MEN.

Why so? what, because I won’t believe that Asses fly.
OGY.
But do you not observe how Nature sports herself in imitating the Shapes and Colours

of every Thing, in other Things, but especially in precious Stones? And also, what
admirable Virtues it has planted in them, which are altogether incredible, if common

PLL v6.0 (generated September, 2011) 30 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/726



Online Library of Liberty: The Colloquies vol. 2

Experience did not force us to a Belief of them? Prithee tell me, would you ever have
believed without seeing it with your Eyes, that Steel could have been drawn by the
Load-Stone, without touching it, or be driven away from it without being touch’d by
it?

MEN.

No, indeed I never should, although ten Aristotles had taken their Oaths of the Truth
of it.

OGyY.

Well then, don’t say every Thing’s a Fable that has not fallen within the Compass of
your Experience. We find the Figure of a Bolt in a Thunder-Stone, Fire in the
Carbuncle, the Figure of Hail, and the Coldness of it in the Hail-Stone, nay, even tho’
you throw it into the Midst of the Fire; the deep and transparent Waves of the Sea in
the Emerald; the Carcinias imitates the Figure of a Sea-Crab; the Echites of a Viper,
the Scarites of a Gilt-Head; the Theracites of a Hawk, the Geranites shews you the
figur’d Neck of a Crane; the £gophthalmus shews the Eye of a Goat; and some shew
that of a Hog, and another three Human Eyes together; The Lycophthalmus paints you
out the Eye of a Wolf in four Colours, fiery and bloody, and in the Middle, black
encompassed with white; if you open the black Cyamea, you will find a Bean in the
Middle; the Dryites represents the Trunk of a Tree, and burns like Wood, The Cissites
and Narcissites represent Ivy; the Astrapias darts forth Rays of Lightning out of the
Midst of white or blue; the Phlegontites shews a Flame within, that does not come
out; in the Anthracitis you may see certain Sparks running too and fro; the Crocias
represents the Colour of Saffron, the Rhodites that of a Rose; the Chalcites of Brass;
the Aetites the Figure of an Eagle, with a white Tail; the Taos represents a Peacock;
the Chelidonia an Asp, the Mermecites has the Image of a creeping Pismire growing
within it; the Cantharias shews a perfect Beetle,; and the Scorpites admirably
decyphers a Scorpion. But why should I proceed to recount that which is innumerable,
when there is no Part of Nature, either in Elements, Animals, or Plants, which Nature,
as it were to sport herself, does not give us some Resemblance of in Stones? And do
you then admire that the Form of a Toad is represented in the Bufonites?

MEN.

I wonder that Nature has so much spare Time, as to divert herself in drawing the
Pictures of every Thing.

OGyY.

It has a Mind to exercise the Curiosity of Mankind, and by that Means to keep us from
being idle. And yet as tho” we were at a Loss to know how to pass away our Time, we
run a madding after Buffoons, Dice, and Jugglers.
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MEN.

You say true.

OGyY.

And some Persons of Credit add, that if you put this Toad-Stone into Vinegar, it will
move its Legs and swim.

MEN.

But why is this dedicated to the Virgin?

OGyY.

Because she has overcome, trampled upon, and extinguished all Uncleanness, Malice,
Pride, Avarice, and all Manner of earthly Desires.

MEN.

Woe to us then who carry so much of the Toad still in our Hearts!

OGY.

But we shall be pure if we worship the Virgin as we ought.

MEN.

How would she have us worship her?

OGyY.

You will perform most acceptable Service to her if you imitate her.

MEN.

That’s soon said, but not so easily performed.

OGY.

It is hard, indeed; but then it is very well worth the Pains.

MEN.

Come on, go forwards in what you have begun.
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OGyY.

Afterwards he shewed me Statues of Gold and Silver: This, says he, is solid Gold; and
this is only Silver gilt; he told me the Weight of every one, the Price, and the Name of
the Donor. I being full of Admiration at every Thing, and congratulating the Virgin
being Mistress of so much Wealth, says the Officer to me, Inasmuch as I perceive you
are so pious a Spectator, I think I should not do fairly by you, if I should conceal any
Thing from you; therefore you shall see the greatest Privacies the Virgin has: And
presently he takes out of a Drawer from under the Altar a World of admirable Things,
the Particulars of which, if I should proceed to mention, the Day would not be long
enough; so that thus far the Journey succeeded to my Wish. I satisfied my Curiosity
abundantly with fine Sights, and brought Home with me this inestimable Present, a
Pledge of the Virgin’s Love, given me by herself.

MEN.
Did you ever make Trial of the Virtues of this Piece of Wood?

OGY.

I have. Three or four Days ago, I being in an House of Entertainment, found a Man
stark mad, whom they were just going to put into Chains; I put this Piece of Wood
privately under his Bolster, and he fell into a sound Sleep, and slept a long Time, and
when he rose in the Morning he was as sober as ever.

MEN.

Perhaps he was not distracted but drunk, and Sleep commonly cures that Distemper.
OGy.

Menedemus, since you love to use Raillery, take another Subject. It is neither pious
nor safe to make Sport with Saints. Nay, the Man himself told me, That there was a
Woman appeared to him in his Sleep of an incomparable Beauty, that held forth a Cup
to him to drink.

MEN.

Hellebore, I believe.

OGY.

That’s uncertain; but this is certain, that the Man recover’d his Reason.

MEN.

Did you pass by Thomas Archbishop of Canterbury?
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OGyY.

No, I think I did not. It is one of the most religious Pilgrimages in the World.

MEN.

I long to hear it, if it won’t be too much Trouble to you.

OGY.

It is so far from that, that you will oblige me in hearing of it. That Part of England that
looks towards Flanders and France is called Kent: The Metropolis of it is
Canterbury. There are two Monasteries in it, that are almost contiguous; and they are
both of Benedictines. That which bears the Name of Augustine, is the antienter of the
two; that which is now called by the Name of St. Thomas, seems to have been the
Seat of St. Thomas the Archbishop, where he had led his Life with a few Monks,
whom he chose for his Companions, as now-a-Days Deans have their Palaces near the
Church, tho’ separate from the Houses of other Canons. For, in old Time, both
Bishops and Canons were Monks, as appears by the manifest Vestigia of Things. But
the Church, that is dedicated to St. Thomas, raises itself up towards Heaven with that
Majesty, that it strikes those that behold it at a great Distance, with an Awe of
Religion, and now, with its Splendor, makes the Light of the neighbouring p. 26
Palaces look dim, and as it were obscures the Place that was antiently the most
celebrated for Religion. There are two lofty Turrets, which stand, as it were, bidding
Visitants welcome from afar off; and a Ring of Bells that make the adjacent Country
echo far and wide with their rolling Sound. In the south Porch of the Church stand
three Stone Statues of Men in Armour, who with wicked Hands murdered the holy
Man, with the Names of their Countries, Tusci, Fusci, and Berti.

MEN.

Why have such wicked Men so much Honour done them?

OGY.

They have the same Honour done to them, that is done to Judas, Pilate, Caiaphas,
and the Band of wicked Soldiers, whose Images you may see carv’d upon stately
Altars: And their Names are added, that none after them might arrogate to themselves
the Glory of the Fact. They are set there in open Sight, to be a Warning to wicked
Courtiers, that no one may hereafter presume to lay his Hand on either Bishops or the
Possessions of the Church. For these three Ruffians ran mad with Horror of the Fact
they had committed; nor had they come to themselves again, had not holy Thomas
been implored in Favour of them.

MEN.

O the perpetual Clemency of Martyrs!
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OGyY.

When you are entered in, a certain spacious Majesty of Place opens itself to you,
which is free to every one.

MEN.

Is there nothing to be seen there?

OGY.

Nothing but the Bulk of the Structure, and some Books chained to the Pillars,
containing the Gospel of Nicodemus, and the Sepulchre of, I can’t tell who.

MEN.

And what else?

OGY.

Iron Grates inclose the Place called the Choir, so that there’s no Entrance; but so that
the View is still open from one End of the Church to the other. You ascend to this by
a great many Steps, under which there is a certain Vault that opens a Passage to the
North Side. There they shew a wooden Altar, consecrated to the holy Virgin; it is a
very small one, and remarkable for nothing, except as a Monument of Antiquity,
reproaching the Luxury of the present Times. In that Place the good Man is reported
to have taken his last Leave of the Virgin, when he was at the Point of Death. Upon
the Altar is the Point of the Sword, with which the Top of the Head of that good
Prelate was wounded, and some of his Brains that were beaten out, to make sure
Work on’t. We most religiously kiss’d the sacred Rust of this Weapon, out of Love to
the Martyr. Leaving this Place, we went down into a Vault under Ground; to that there
belong two Shewers of Relicks. The first Thing they shew you, is the Skull of the
Martyr, as it was bored through; the upper Part is left open to be kiss’d, all the rest is
cover’d over with Silver. There also is shewn you a leaden Plate with this Inscription,
Thomas Acrensis. And there hang up in a great Place, the Shirts of Hair-Cloth, the
Girdles, and Breeches, with which this Prelate used to mortify his Flesh, the very
Sight of which is enough to strike one with Horrour, and to reproach the Effeminacy
and Delicacy of our Age.

MEN.

Nay, perhaps of the Monks themselves.

OGyY.

That I can neither affirm nor deny, nor does it signify much to me.
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MEN.

You say right.

OGyY.

From hence we return to the Choir. On the north Side they open a private Place. It is
incredible what a World of Bones they brought out of it, Skulls, Chins, Teeth, Hands,
Fingers, whole Arms, all which we having first adored, kiss’d; nor had there been any
End of it, had it not been for one of my Fellow-Travellers, who indiscreetly
interrupted the Officer that was shewing them.

MEN.

Who was he?

OGyY.

He was an Englishman, his Name was Gratian Pullus, a Man of Learning and Piety,
but not so well affected to this Part of Religion as I could wish he were.

MEN.

I fancy he was a Wickliffite.

OGY.

No, I believe he was not, tho’ he had read his Books; but I don’t know where he had
them.

Did he make the Officer angry?

OGyY.

He took out an Arm having yet some bloody Flesh upon it; he shew’d a Reluctance to
the Kissing it, and a Sort of Uneasiness in his Countenance: And presently the Officer
shut up all his Relicks again. After this we view’d the Table of the Altar, and the
Ornaments; and after that those Things that were laid up under the Altar: all was very
rich; you would have said Midas and Creesus were Beggars compar’d to them, if you
beheld the great Quantities of Gold and Silver.

MEN.

And was there no Kissing here?
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OGyY.

No, but my Mind was touch’d with other Sorts of Wishes.

MEN.

What where they?

OGy.

It made me sigh to think I had no such Relicks in my own House.

MEN.

A sacrilegious Wish!

OGY.

I confess it, and [ humbly begg’d Pardon of the Saint, before I set my Foot out of the
Church. After this we were carry’d into the Vestry. Good God! What a Pomp of Silk
Vestments was there, of Golden Candlesticks! There we saw also St. Thomas’s
Pastoral Staff: It look’d like a Reed plated over with Silver; it had but little of Weight,
and nothing of Workmanship, and was no longer than up to one’s Girdle.

MEN.

Was there never a Cross?

OGY.

I saw none: There was a Gown shewn, it was Silk indeed, but coarse, and without
Embroidery of Jewels; and a Handkerchief, still having plain Marks of Sweat and
Blood from the Saint’s Neck. We readily kiss’d these Monuments of antient Frugality.
MEN.

Are these shewn to every Body?

OGY.

No certainly, my good Friend.

MEN.

How then did you come to have such Credit with them, that none of their Secrets were
conceal’d from you?
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OGyY.

I had some Acquaintance with the Reverend Prelate William Warham the Archbishop,
and he recommended me.

MEN.

I have heard he was a Man of great Humanity.

OGY.

Nay, if you knew the Man, you would take him for Humanity itself. He was a Man of
that Learning, that Candour of Manners, and that Piety of Life, that there was nothing
wanting in him to make him a most accomplish’d Prelate. From hence we were
conducted up higher; for, behind the high Altar, there is another Ascent, as into
another Church. In a certain Chapel there was shewn to us the whole Face of the good
Man set in Gold, and adorned with Jewels; and here a certain unexpected Chance had
near interrupted all our Felicity.

MEN.

I want sadly to hear what mischievous Matter this was.

OGY.

My Friend Gratian lost himself here extremely. After a short Prayer, he says to the
Assistant of him that shew’d us the Reliques, Good Father, is it true, as I have heard,
that Thomas, while he liv’d, was very charitable to the Poor? Very true, replies he,
and began to relate a great many Instances of his Charity. Then, answers Gratian, 1
don’t believe that good Inclination in him is changed, unless it be for the better. The
Officer assented. Then, says he again, if this holy Man was so liberal to the Poor,
when he was a poor Man himself, and stood in Need of Charity for the Support of his
own Body, don’t you think he would take it well now, when he is grown so rich, and
wants nothing, if some poor Woman having a Family of Children at Home ready to
starve, or Daughters in Danger of being under a necessity to prostitute themselves for
want of Portions, or a Husband sick in Bed, and destitute of all Comforts; if such a
Woman should ask him Leave to make bold with some small Portion of these vast
Riches, for the Relief of her Family, taking it either as by Consent, or by Gift, or by
Way of Borrowing? The Assistant making no Answer to this, Gratian being a warm
Man, I am fully persuaded, says he, that the good Man would be glad at his Heart, that
when he is dead he could be able to relieve the Necessities of the Poor with his
Wealth. Upon this the Shewer of the Relicks began to frown, and to pout out his Lips,
and to look upon us as if he would have eaten us up; and I don’t doubt but he would
have spit in our Faces, and have turn’d us out of the Church by the Neck and
Shoulders, but that we had the Archbishop’s Recommendation. Indeed I did in some
Measure pacify him with good Words, telling him, that Gratian did not speak this
from his Heart, but had a drolling Way with him; and also laid down a little Money.
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MEN.

Indeed I exceedingly approve of your Piety. But [ sometimes seriously think on’t,
how they can possibly excuse themselves from being guilty of a Fault, who consume
such vast Sums in building, beautifying, and enriching Churches, setting no Bound to
their Expences. I allow that there ought to be a Dignity in the sacred Vestments, the
Vessels of a Church, agreeable to the solemn Service; and would have the Structure of
it to have a certain Air of Majesty. But to what Purpose are so many golden Fonts, so
many Candlesticks, and so many Images? To what Purpose is such a Profusion of
Expence upon Organs, as they call them? Nor are we indeed content with one Pair.
What signify those Concerts of Musick, hired at so great an Expence; when in the
mean Time our Brothers and Sisters, Christ’s living Temples, are ready to perish for
Hunger and Thirst?

OGyY.

There is no Man, either of Piety or Wisdom, but would wish for a Moderation in these
Matters; but since this Error proceeds from a certain Extreme of Piety, it deserves
some Favour, especially when we reflect on the other hand, on the contrary Error of
others, who rob Churches rather than build them up. They are commonly endow’d by
great Men and Monarchs, who would employ the Money worse in Gaming, or War.
And moreover, if you take any Thing away from the Church, in the first Place it is
accounted Sacrilege; and in the second Place, it shuts up the Hands of those who had
an Inclination to give; and besides, it is a Temptation to Rapine. The Churchmen are
rather Guardians of these Things than Masters of them. And p. 31 lastly, I had rather
see a Church luxuriant with sacred Furniture, than as some of them are, naked and
sordid, more like Stables than Churches.

MEN.

But we read, that the Bishops of old were commended for selling the sacred Vessels,
and relieving the Poor with the Money.

OGY.

And so they are commended at this Day; but they are only commended; for I am of
the Mind they neither have the Power, nor the Will, to follow the Example.

MEN.

But I hinder your Narration, I now expect to hear the Conclusion of your Story.

OGY.

Well! you shall have it, and I’ll be very brief. Upon this, out comes the Head of the
College.
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MEN.

Who was he? the Abbot of the Place?

OGyY.

He wears a Mitre, and has the Revenue of an Abbot, he wants nothing but the Name;
he is call’d the Prior, because the Archbishop is in the Place of an Abbot. For in old
Time, every one that was an Archbishop of that Diocese was a Monk.

MEN.

I did not matter if I was call’d a Camel, if I had but the Revenue of an Abbot.

OGyY.

He seem’d to me to be a godly and prudent Man, and not unacquainted with the
Scotch Divinity. He open’d us the Box, in which the Remainder of the Holy Man’s
Body is said to rest.

MEN.

Did you see the Bones?

OGY.

That is not permitted, nor can it be done without a Ladder. But a wooden Box covers
a golden one, and that being craned up with Ropes, discovers an inestimable Treasure.

MEN.

What say you?

OGyY.

Gold was the basest Part. Every Thing sparkled and shined with very large and scarce
Jewels, some of them bigger than a Goose’s Egg. There some Monks stood about with
the greatest Veneration. The Cover being taken off, we all worshipp’d. The Prior,
with a white Wand, touch’d every Stone one by one, telling us the Name in French,
the p. 32 Value of it, and who was the Donor of it. The Principal of them were the
Presents of Kings.

MEN.

He had Need to have a good Memory.
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OGyY.

You guess right, and yet Practice goes a great Way, for he does this frequently. Hence
he carried us back into a Vault. There the Virgin Mary has her Residence; it is
something dark, it is doubly rail’d in and encompassed about with iron Bars.

MEN.

What is she afraid of?

OGY.

Nothing, I suppose, but Thieves. And I never in my Life saw any Thing more laden
with Riches.

MEN.

You tell me of Riches in the Dark.

OGY.

Candles being brought in, we saw more than a Royal Sight.

MEN.

What, does it go beyond the Parathalassian Virgin in Wealth?

OGyY.

It goes far beyond in Appearance. What is concealed she knows best. These Things
are shewn to none but great Persons, or peculiar Friends. In the End, we were carried
back into the Vestry: There was pulled out a Chest covered with black Leather; it was
set upon the Table, and opened. They all fell down on their Knees, and worshipped.

MEN.

What was in it?

OGyY.

Pieces of Linen Rags, a great many of them retaining still the Marks of the Snot.
These were those, they say, that the holy Man used to wipe the Sweat off from his
Face and Neck with, the Snot out of his Nose, or any other such Sort of Filth which
human Bodies are not free from. Here again my Gratian behaved himself in none of
the most obliging Manners. For the gentle Prior offered to him, being an Englishman,
an Acquaintance, and a Man of considerable Authority, one of the Rags for a Present,
thinking he had presented him with a very acceptable Gift; but Gratian unthankfully
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took it squeamishly in his Fingers, and laid it down with an Air of Contempt, making
up his Mouth at it, as if he would have smack’d it. For this was his Custom, if p. 33
any Thing came in his Way that he would express his Contempt to. I was both
ashamed and afraid. Nevertheless the good Prior, tho’ not insensible of the Affront,
seemed to take no Notice of it; and after he had civilly entertained us with a Glass of
Wine, dismissed us, and we went back to London.

MEN.

What Need was there for that, when you were not far from your own Shore?

OGyY.

I was not, but I industriously shunned that Shore, it being more infamous for Cheats
and Rapines than any Rocks are for Shipwrecks. I’1l tell you what I saw in my last
Passage that Way. There were a pretty many of us upon the Shore of Calais, who
were carried thence in a Chaloupe to a large Ship. Among the rest there was a young
Frenchman that was poor and ragged, and they demanded two Pence for his Passage;
for so much they will have if they carry you but a Boat’s Length: He pleaded Poverty.
They in a Frolick would needs search him, and having pulled off his Shoes, they find
ten or twelve Pieces of Silver between the Soles. They took the Money, laugh’d at
him to his Face, and banter’d the Frenchman as a Cheat into the Bargain.

MEN.

What did the Fellow do then?

OGyY.

What should he do but lament his Misfortune?

MEN.

Do they do these Things by Authority?

OGY.

By the same Authority that they steal the Baggage of a Guest in his Inn, or take his
Purse upon the Road, if they find an Opportunity.

MEN.

It is very strange that they dare to commit such Villainy before so many Witnesses.
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OGyY.

They are so used to it, that they think they do well in it. There were many in the great
Ship who looked on, and some English Merchants in the Boat, who grumbled at it;
but to no Purpose. They boasted of it as a Piece of Wit in catching the Frenchman in
his Roguery.

MEN.

I would hang up those Coast Thieves, and laugh at them, and banter them at the
Gallows.

OGY.

Nay, both Shores abound with such Fellows. Hence I make this Improvement: If the
little Thieves dare to do thus, what will their Masters do? So that I had rather, for the
future, go ever so far about than that shortest Way. And besides, as the Descent to
Hell is easy, but the Return is difficult; so the Entrance of this Shore is not very easy,
and the getting out of it very difficult. There were at London some Skippers belonging
to Antwerp; so I determined to take Passage with them.

MEN.

Are the Skippers of that Country any better than others?

OGY.

I confess, as an Ape will always be an Ape, so a Skipper will always be a Skipper:
But if you compare them to those that live upon the Catch, they are Angels.

MEN.

I shall remember it, if [ ever have a Mind to visit that Island. But go on again, I have
led you out of the Way.

OGyY.

In our Journey to London, not far from Canterbury, there’s a narrow, hollow, steep
Way, and a cragged, steep Bank on either Side, so that you can’t escape it; for there is
no other Way to go. Upon the left Hand of that Way, there is a little Cottage of old
Mendicants. As soon as they espy a Man on Horseback coming, one of them runs out,
and sprinkles him with holy Water, and then offers him the upper Leather of a Shoe,
with a Brass Ring to it, in which is a Glass, as if it were some Gem. Having kiss’d it,
you give a small Piece of Money.
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MEN.

In such a Way, I had rather meet with a Cottage of old Mendicants, than a Gang of
lusty Foot Pads.

OGyY.

Gratian rode on my left Hand, next to this Cottage; he was sprinkled with holy Water,
and took it pretty well; but upon presenting the Shoe, he ask’d what was meant by
that? This, says the poor Man, was St. Thomas’s Shoe. Gratian fell into a Passion,
and turning to me, said, What would these Brutes have? Will they make us kiss the
Shoes of all that have been good Men? Why do they not as well give us their Spittle,
and the other Excrements of their p. 35 Bodies, to kiss? I pitied the poor old Man, and
comforted him, being sorrowful, by giving him a little Money.

MEN.

In my Opinion, Gratian was not angry altogether without a Cause. If these Shoes and
Slippers were preserved as an Argument of Moderation in living, I should not dislike
it: But I think it a Piece of Impudence, to thrust Slippers, and Shoes, and Stockings,
upon any one to be kissed. If any one shall do it of their own free Choice, from a great
Affection to Piety, I think they deserve to be left to their own Liberty.

OGyY.

Not to dissemble, I think those Things had better be let alone; but in those Matters
that cannot be mended on a sudden, it is my Way to make the best of them. In the
mean Time my Mind was delighted with this Contemplation, that a good Man was
like a Sheep, and a wicked Man like a hurtful Beast. A Viper indeed cannot bite when
it is dead, yet it is infectious by its Stink and Corruption. A Sheep, while it lives,
nourishes us with its Milk, cloaths us with its Wool, and enriches us by its Increase;
when it is dead, it supplies us with Leather, and is every Part of it fit to be eaten. In
like Manner, Men that are furious and devoted to this World, while they live are
troublesome to all Persons, and when they are dead, are a Disturbance to those that
are alive, with the Noise of the Bells and a pompous Funeral; and sometimes to their
Successors at their entring upon their Possessions, by causing new Exactions. But
good Men make themselves profitable, in all Respects, to the whole World. As this
Saint, while he was alive, by his Example, his Doctrine, and Admonitions, invited to
Piety, comforted the Friendless, succoured the Needy; so now he is dead, he is in
some Sort more useful. He built this magnificent Church, and advanced the Authority
of the Priesthood all over England: And now, after all, this Fragment of his Shoe
maintains a Conventicle of poor Men.

MEN.

That indeed is a very pious Contemplation: But I admire, since you are of this Mind,
that you never went to see St. Patrick’s Den, of which the People say so many
prodigious Things, that I can scarce think likely to be true.
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OGyY.

Nay, there is no Report of it can be so prodigious, but that the Thing itself exceeds it.
MEN.

Why then, did you ever enter into it?

OGY.

Yes, | have ferried over a Lake truly Stygian, and descended into the very Jaws of
Avernus, and seen all that is done in Hell.

MEN.

You’ll bless me, if you shall not think much to relate it.

OGY.

I think this Preface of our Discourse has been prolix enough. I am going Home to give
Order to get Supper ready; for I have not dined yet.

MEN.

Why have you had no Dinner? Is it upon a religious Account?

OGY.

No, but out of Spite.

MEN.

What, do you spite your Belly?

OGyY.

No, but unconscionable Victuallers, who, altho’ they serve you with what is not fit to
be eaten, make no Scruple of demanding for it an unreasonable Price. This is the Way
that I revenge myself on them: If I am in Hope of a good Supper, either at an
Acquaintance’s, or at an Eating-House, that is any Thing tolerable, my Stomach fails
me at Dinner. If Fortune throws in my Way a Dinner, such as I like, then my Stomach
fails me at Supper-Time.

MEN.

And are you not ashamed to be so stingy and sneaking?
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OGyY.

Believe me, Menedemus, in such Cases as this, those that make Use of their Modesty,
employ it to a wrong Use. I have learned to keep my Bashfulness for other Purposes.

MEN.

I do e’en long for the Remainder of your Story, and therefore expect me at Supper,
and there you may tell it more at Leisure.

OGY.

In Truth, I give you Thanks for taking the Freedom to invite yourself, when many
who are invited with Earnestness, won’t accept of it: But I will thank you over and
over, if you shall sup at Home to Night; for my Time will be taken up in
congratulating my Family. But [ have p. 37 Advice to give you that will be more
commodious for us both. Do you provide a Dinner at your House for me and my Wife
to-Morrow, and I’ll proceed in my Story till Supper-Time, till you shall say, you have
your Belly-full; and if you are contented so, we won’t leave you at Supper neither.
What, do you scratch your Head? Do you but make Provision, and I’ll give you my
Word we will come without fail.

MEN.

I like Stories best gratis. However, come, I’ll provide a Dinner for you, but it shall be
an unsavoury one, if you don’t make it relishing with your Stories.

OGyY.
But hark ye, han’t I set you a-gog to go on Pilgrimages?
MEN.

Perhaps you may, by that Time you have finish’d your Relation; but as I find myself
at present, I have enough to do to travel my Roman Stations.

OGyY.

Roman ones, you who never saw Rome?

MEN.

I’11 tell you: After that Manner I walk about my House, I go to my Study, and take
Care of my Daughter’s Chastity; thence I go into my Shop, and see what my Servants
are doing; then into the Kitchen, and see if any Thing be amiss there; and so from one
Place to another, to observe what my Wife, and what my Children are doing, taking
Care that every one be at his Business. These are my Roman Stations.
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OGyY.

But St. James would take Care of these Things for you.

MEN.

The Holy Scriptures enjoin me to look after them myself, but I do not find any Text to
leave them to the Saints.
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[XO?0DAITA.

The Argument.

p. 38This Colloquy contains an ingenious Discourse concerning human Constitutions,
which, tho’ not altogether to be rejected, yet are not to be so much set by as some
Persons do, who in a Manner prefer them before the divine Law itself. Others again,
abuse both divine and human Constitutions, making them serve their own Profit and
tyrannical Disposition. What Persons, and how far human Constitutions are binding,
what they conduce to, and how much they differ from divine. The preposterous
Judgment of Women concerning them is blamed. Many Incommodities proceed from
eating of Fish, not only to Bodies, but also to Minds. The barbarous Cruelty of them
that forbid the Use of Flesh to sickly Persons. Why the Ceremonial Law was
abolished. The Pontifical Laws require Things more burdensome than the Ceremonial
Laws of the Jews. The Custom of baptizing new-born Infants is reprehended. The
Popish Ceremonies are a great Obstacle to many from embracing the Christian
Religion. That there might be a general Peace in the Christian World, if the Emperor
would remit something of his Right, and the Pope something of his. The God
Terminus, what he is. Human Laws are not binding of themselves. p. 39 God
commands nothing injurious to the Health either of Soul or Body, not so much as
Fasting. The common Custom of Mankind is to fear and reverence God and his
Worship, less than Man.

A BUTCHER And A SALT-FISHMONGER.
BUT.

Tell me, silly Seller of Salt-Fish, han’t you bought a Halter yet?

FISH.

A Halter, Butcher?

BUT.

Yes, I say an Halter.

FISH.

For what?

BuUT.

To hang yourself with.
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FIsH.

Let them buy Halters that want them, I’m not weary of my Life yet.

BuUT.

But you will be weary of it quickly.

FISH.

God send that may rather be your Case than mine. What’s the Matter?

BUT.

I’11 tell you, if you don’t know. Here’s a Time coming upon you, that you and your
Brother Tradesmen will be all starv’d to Death, and ready to hang yourselves out of

the Way.

FIsH.

Easy, easy, Butcher, God send this may be our Enemies Case, and not ours. But
prithee, Butcher, how came you to be a Fortune-Teller all on a sudden, to divine such
a Calamity.

BUT.

"Tis no Guess-Work, I promise you; do not flatter yourself, ’tis Matter of Fact.

FISH.

You fright me out of my Wits; if you have any Thing to say, let us have it out.

BUT.

I’1I tell you to your Cost. Here’s a Dispensation of the College of Cardinals coming
out, for every Body to eat what he lists. Then what will you and your Fraternity do,

but be starved to Death in the Midst of your Heaps of stinking Salt-Fish.

FISH.

They that have a Mind to it may feed upon Snails p. 40 or Nettles, with all my Heart.
But is there a Prohibition that no Body shall eat Fish?

BUT.

No. But every Body is at Liberty to eat Flesh, that has a Mind to it.
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FIsH.

If what you predict be true, you rather deserve to be hang’d than I; and if it be false,
you have more Need to buy a Halter. For I hope for a better Trade for the future.

BUT.

You may have Stock enough by you, but your Belly’s full of Fasting. But if you’ll
hear the best of the Story, you may live a little cleanlier than you used to do, and not
have Occasion to wipe your snotty, scabby Nose upon your Elbow.

FISH.

Ha, ha, now it is come out at last: The Kettle calls the Pot Black-Arse. 1s there any
Part of a Butcher cleaner and sweeter than his Backside? I wish what you say were
true, but I’'m afraid you only feed me with Francies.

BuUT.

What I tell you is too true to make a Jest on. But, prithee, how do you promise
yourself a better Trade upon this Consideration?

FIsH.

Because People are of that Humour, that they are most desirous of that which is
forbidden.

BUT.
What then?

FISH.

When they are at Liberty to eat Flesh, they will eat least of it; and then no
Entertainment will be accounted noble, but what has Fish at it, as it used to be in old
Time: So I shall be glad if there be a Licence to eat Flesh. And I wish heartily that the
eating Fish were forbidden too, then People would covet it more earnestly.

BUT.

Well wish’d indeed.

FISH.

I should wish so too if I were like you, and aim’d at nothing but getting Money, for
the Sake of which thou sendest that lumpish, Flesh-fed Soul of thine to the Devil.
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BUT.

You are very smart upon me, but what you say is very silly.

FISH.

What is it puts the See of Rome upon the relaxing the Law for prohibiting eating of
Flesh, that has been observed for so many Ages?

BUT.

Why, indeed, they have had a Mind to do it a great While ago, and for this Reason,
That they think, as it really is, that the City is defiled by Salt-Fishmongers; the Lands,
the Waters, Rivers, Air, and Fire are infected, and all the other Elements, if there be
any more; Mens Bodies corrupted, and filled with putrid Humours by the Eating of
Fish; from whence proceed Fevers, Consumptions, Gouts, Falling-Sicknesses,
Leprosies, and what not of Diseases.

FISH.

But prithee tell me, Hippocrates, how it comes to pass, that in well-govern’d Cities it
is forbid to kill Oxen and Hogs within the Walls of the City? For it would tend more
to the Healthfulness of the City, if they were restrain’d from killing Sheep in it too.
Why is there a certain Place appointed for Butchers apart from others, but lest if they
had Liberty to rove about, and settle any where, they should infect the whole City? Is
there any Kind of Stink so pestilential as that of the corrupted Blood and Gore of
Beasts?

BuUT.

They are mere Perfumes compared to stinking Fish.

FIsH.

You, perhaps, may think them Perfumes, but it is a Sign the Magistrates thought
otherwise that expell’d you the City. Besides that, how fragrant your Slaughter-
Houses smell is very plainly seen, by Peoples stopping their Noses when they pass by
them, and that they had rather have ten Bawds for their Neighbours, than one Butcher.

BuUT.

Whole Ponds and Rivers are little enough for you to wash your stinking Salt-Fish in;
for as the old Saying is, You do but attempt to wash the Blackmoor white, for a Fish
will always smell like a Fish, tho’ you perfume it. Nor is it to be wonder’d at, that
they smell so strong when they are dead, when many stink alive, and as soon as they
are taken. Flesh, pickled up, is so far from stinking, that it may be preserved many
Years, and smell as sweet as a Violet at last. Nay, being but salted up with common
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Salt, will never stink; and being hung up a drying in Smoke, or Wind, will have no ill
Scent. But do what you will to a Fish it will smell like a Fish still. It is evident, there
is no Stink to be compared to that of Fish; that Fish corrupts even Salt itself, which
was given for the very End of preserving Things from Putrefaction, by shutting,
binding up, and also forcing out that which should produce any Thing nauseous, and
drying up the Humours within, from whence Putrefaction might come: Fish is the
only Thing on which Salt loses its Efficacy. It may be some nice Beau or other may
stop his Nose as he passes by a Butcher’s Shop, but no Body can bear to be in the
Boat where your Salt-Fish is. If a Traveller chance to meet a Cart loaden with Salt-
Fish on the Road, how does he run away, stop his Nose, hawk and spit, and curse the
stinking Cargo? And if it were possible that Salt-Fish could be carried sweet into the
City, as we do our Beef, when killed and dressed, the Law would be laid aside. But
besides, what can you say as to them that stink while they are eaten? And besides,
how often do we see your condemn’d Ware thrown into the Rivers by the Clerks of
the Markets, and a Fine put upon you for selling it? And we should see that oftner, but
that they, corrupted by you, don’t so much regard the City’s Good, as their own
Profit. Nor is this the only Thing that you are notorious for; but besides that, there is a
wicked Combination among you, to hinder fresh from coming to Town.

FIsH.

Pray, did no Body ever know a Butcher fined for killing measled Pork, or selling
Mutton drowned in a Ditch, or maggotty Shoulders of Mutton dawb’d over with fresh
Blood, to make *em look as if new killed?

BuUT.

But no Body ever knew such an Instance of us as has been known by you lately, that
nine Persons were poisoned by one Eel baked in a Pie: And this is what you furnish
Citizens Tables with.

FIsH.

What you speak of was an Accident, and no Body can help that, when it pleases God
it shall fall out so. But ’tis a daily Practice with you to sell young Cats for Rabbits,
and Puppies for Hares, if People don’t know ’em by their Ears, and rough Feet; not to
speak of your Meat-Pies made of dead Mens Flesh.

BUT.

That which you charge me with is the Failings of Men in common; and let them
defend themselves that are guilty of the Fault: I make my Comparison between Gain
and Gain. By the same Reason you may condemn Gardeners, who, by mistake, sell
Henbane for Coleworts; or Apothecaries, who administer Poison instead of Antidotes.
There is no Trade, or Calling, that is not liable to these Mistakes. But you, when you
act the most faithfully in your Calling, sell that which is Poison. If indeed you sold a
Cramp-Fish, a Water-Snake, or a Sea-Hare, catch’d among other Fish, it would be an
Accident rather than a Fault. Nor do I think it any more to be imputed to you, than to
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a Physician, that sometimes kills the Patient he undertakes to cure. And this might be
excusable, if you only put off your stinking Wares in the Winter Season; then the
Cold might mitigate the Contagiousness of Infection: But you add putrid Matter to the
Fire of the Summer Season, and render Autumn, which is of itself a sickly Season,
more sickly. And in the Spring of the Year, when the Humours that have been lock’d
up begin to flow, to the Hazard of the Body, then for two whole Months you exercise
your Tyranny, and corrupt the Infancy of the springing Year, by bringing an Old Age
upon it: And when Nature is busied to purge the Body from unwholsome Juices, and
make it fresh and blooming with new, you throw into it mere Stinks and Corruption;
so that if there be any vitious Humours in the Body, you increase ’em, adding worse
to bad, and not only so, but corrupting the good Juices of the Body. But this might be
borne with too, if you only injured the Body; but inasmuch as by different Foods the
Organs of the Mind are vitiated, you vitiate the very Minds themselves. So that do but
mind your Fish-Eaters, how like Fishes do they look, pale, stinking, stupid and mute?

FIsH.

O rare Thales! But prithee, how wise are they that live upon Beets? just as much as
the Beets themselves. What Sort of Fellows are they that feed upon Beef, Mutton, and
Goats Flesh? truly, like Oxen, Sheep, and Goats themselves. You sell Kids for a
mighty Delicacy, and yet p. 44 this Creature is very bad for the Falling-Sickness, and
brings that Distemper upon the Flesh-Eaters. Were it not better to satisfy a craving
Appetite with Salt-Fish?

BuUT.

Do you think then that all that your Naturalists write is true? But were what they say
ever so true, it is certain, that to some Persons that are inclinable to Diseases, those
Things that are good of themselves, prove hurtful. We sell Kids for those that are
troubled with the Hectick, or Phthisick, but not for those that have the Vapours.

FISH.
If the eating of Fish be so prejudicial, as you would insinuate, how comes it about,
that our Superiors permit us to sell our Ware the whole Year, and make you keep

Holy-Day for a good Part of it?

BUT.

That’s none of my Business to answer. But it may be, this was the Contrivance of
wicked Doctors, that they might get the more Money.

FISH.

I don’t know what Doctors they are that you speak of; for I am sure none are greater
Enemies to Fish than they are.
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BUT.

Goodman Coxcomb, to set you right in this Matter, it is not for your Sake, nor the
Love of Fish; for none are more averse than they to the eating it, but ’tis their own
Game they play. The more People are troubled with Coughs, Consumptions, and
Chronick Distempers, the more they get by it.

FISH.

I won’t advocate for Doctors in this Matter; let them avenge their own Quarrel, when
they get thee into their Clutches. The antient Sanctimony of Life, the Authority of the
most Approved, the Majesty of Bishops, and the publick Usage of Christian Nations,
are enough for my Purpose: All which, if you tax of Madness, I had rather be mad
with them than be sober with Butchers.

BUT.

You decline being an Advocate for Doctors, and so do I to be an Accuser or Censurer
of the Antients, or common Custom. Those it is my Custom to revere, but not revile.

FISH.

You’re more cautious than pious in this Point, or I’'m mistaken in you, Butcher.

BuUT.

In my Opinion, they are the wisest, that have least to do with those that carry
Thunderbolts in their Hands. But however, I won’t conceal what I understand from
my Bible, translated into my Mother Tongue, that I sometimes read in.

FIsH.

What now, the Butcher’s turn’d Parson too.

BuUT.

I am of the Opinion, that Mankind, in the first Ages, being newly form’d out of
primitive Clay, were of more healthful Constitutions. This appears by their Vivacity.
More than that, I believe, Paradise was a Place commodiously situated, and in a very
healthy Climate. Such Bodies, in such a Situation, might be sustained without Food,
by breathing the very Air, and Fragrancy of Herbs, Trees, and Flowers, that exhaled
every where, and especially the Earth, spontaneously producing all Things in
Abundance, without Man’s Sweating or Toiling, who was neither infected with
Distempers, nor Old Age. The Dressing of such a Garden was not a Toil, but rather a
Pleasure.
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FIsH.

Hitherto you seem to be right.

BUT.

Of the various Increase of so fertile a Garden nothing was prohibited, but the Use of
one single Tree.

FISH.
That’s true too.
BUT.

And that for this Reason only, That they might pay their Acknowlegement to their
Lord and Creator by Obedience.

FISH.

All this is very right.

BUT.

Moreover, I verily believe, that the new Earth produced every Thing better in its
Kind, and of a more nutritive Juice, than it does now, grown old, and almost past
Bearing.

FISH.

Well, I grant it. Take that for granted.

BUT.

And that especially in Paradise.

FISH.

It is very probable.

BuUT.

If so, then Eating was rather for the Sake of Pleasure, than Necessity.

FISH.

I have heard so.
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BUT.

At that Time to abstain from eating Flesh, was rather Humanity than Sanctity.

I don’t know. I read that the Eating of Flesh was permitted after the Flood, but I don’t
read it was forbidden before: But to what Purpose were it, to permit it, if it were
permitted before?

BUT.

Why don’t we eat Frogs? Not because they are forbidden, but because we have an
Aversion to them. How can you tell, whether God might not instruct Man what Food
human Nature required, and not what he permitted?

FISH.

I can’t divine.

BuUT.

But presently after Man’s Creation, we read, Rule ye over the Fish of the Sea, the
Fowls of the Air, and every living Creature that moveth upon the Face of the Earth.
What Use was there of the Government of ’em, if it were not lawful to eat them?

FIsH.

O cruel Master! Do you eat your Men and Maid-Servants, your Wife and Children?
Why don’t you, at the same Time, eat your Chamber-Pot? for you are Master of that
too.

BUT.

But, prithee, hear me again, thou silly Salt-Fishmonger. There is a real Use of other
Things, and not a bare Name of Dominion only. A Horse carries me upon his Back,
and a Camel my Baggage. But what Use are Fish of, but to be eaten?

FISH.

As if there were not Abundance of Fish that are good for Physick. And besides, there
are a great many that were created merely for the Sake of Contemplation, and to carry
us forth to admire their Creator. It may be, you don’t believe that Dolphins carry Men
on their Backs. In the last Place, there are some Fish that are useful to foretell a
Tempest, as the Echinus, or Sea-Urchin, and would you not wish to have such a
Servant in your own House?
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BUT.

Suppose that be granted, that before the Flood it was not lawful to eat any Food, but
the Fruits of the Earth; it was no great Matter to abstain from those Things the
Necessity of the Body did not require, and in the Killing of which was Cruelty; yet
you will allow, that in the Beginning, the Eating of living Creatures was permitted, by
Reason of the Weakness of human Bodies. The Deluge had brought in a cold
Temperament; and at this Time we see, those that live in cold Climates, are greater
Eaters than others in hotter; and the Flood had either quite destroy’d, or at least
spoiled, the Products of the Earth.

FISH.

That is granted.

BUT.

And yet, after the Deluge, they lived above 200 Years.

FISH.

I believe they did.

BuUT.

Why then did God afterwards, as Moses commanded, tie up Persons of a weaker
Constitution, and shorter-1iv’d, to some particular Kinds of living Creatures, which he
permitted to those of a stronger, without Exception?

FIsH.

Just as if it were my Province to give a Reason for what God did! But I believe, that
God did then, as Masters do now, who contract their Indulgence towards their
Servants, when they see them abuse their Lenity. So we forbear to feed a Horse with
Oats and Beans, when he grows pamper’d, and too mettlesome, give him Hay more
sparingly, and ride him with a curb Bridle, and a sharper Spur. Mankind had thrown
off all Reverence of the Deity, and lived as licentiously, as if there was no God at all.
Upon this Account, the Lattices of the Law, and Bars of Ceremonies, the Bridles of
Threatnings and Precepts, were made Use of, to bring them to know themselves.

BuUT.

What then, do those Bars of the Law hold us in at this Day too?
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FIsH.

Inasmuch as the Asperity of carnal Servitude is removed, we being by the Gospel
adopted Sons of God: there being an Augmentation of Grace, there is a Diminution of
the Number of Precepts.

BUT.

How comes it to pass, that when God calls his Covenant everlasting, and Christ denies
that he dissolved the Law, but fulfilled it; by what Confidence, I say, do Men of
After-Ages dare to abrogate good Part of it?

FISH.

That Law was not given to the Gentiles, and therefore it seemed meet to the Apostles,
not to burden them with the Load of Circumcision, lest, as the Jews, even at this Day,
do, they should rather place the Hope of their Salvation in corporal Observances, than
in Faith and Love towards God.

BuUT.

I forbear to speak of the Gentiles, what Scripture is there, that says plainly of the
Jews, that if they did embrace the Gospel, they should be freed from the Servitude of
the Mosaical Law?

FIsH.

That was prophesied by the Prophets, who promise a new Covenant and a new Heart,
and introduce God, as abhorring the Festival Days of the Jews, aversating their Meat-
Offerings, abhorring their Fasts, rejecting their Gifts, and desiring a People of
circumcised Hearts; and the Lord himself confirmed what they had promised, who,
holding forth to his Disciples his Body and Blood, calls it the New Testament. If
nothing be abolished of the old, why is this called a new one? The Lord did not only
abrogate the Jewish Choice of Meats by his Example, but by his Doctrine; when he
denies that Man is defiled by Meats which go into the Stomach, and pass thence into
the Draught. He teaches Peter the same by a Vision: And Peter himself shews the
same, in that he, with Paul and others, eat of common Meats, from which the Law
commanded them to abstain. Paul treats in this Manner every where in his Epistles,
nor is there any Doubt, but what Christians now practise, was handed down to us by
Tradition from the Apostles themselves. So that the Jews were not so properly set at
Liberty, as weaned from Superstition, as from the Milk to which they had been
accustomed and made familiar; but now was grown out of Season. Neither is the Law
abrogated, but it is but requisite, that that Part of it should give Way, which was not
essential. Leaves and Flowers bespeak Fruit coming; and when a Tree is loaded with
that, no Body covets the Flowers. Nor is any Body sorry that his Son’s Puerility is
gone, when Maturity of Age is come: Nor does any Body call for Candles and
Torches, when the Sun is gotten above the Horizon: Nor does a School-Master
complain, if a Son, being come to Man’s Estate, puts in his Claim for Freedom, and,
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in his Turn, has the Master under his Tuition. A Pledge ceases to be a Pledge, when
the Thing promised is produced. The Spouse comforts herself with the Bridegroom’s
Letters, till she is married; she kisses his Presents, embraces his Picture; but when she
comes to enjoy his Company, she disregards those Things she before admired for the
Sake of it. The Jews, at first, were very hardly brought off from those Things they had
been accustomed to; which is just as if a Child that had been used to suck, being
grown a lusty Fellow, should cry for the Breast, and slight more solid Food. So they
were forced, as it were, from those Figures, Shadows, and temporary Comforts, that
they might entirely turn themselves to him, whom that Law had promised and
shadowed out.

BuUT.

Who would have expected so much Divinity from a Seller of Salt-fish?

FISH.

I used to serve the Dominican College in our City with Fish; and, by that Means they
often dine with me, and I sometimes with them; and I gather’d these Things from their
Discourses.

BUT.

In Truth, instead of a Seller of Salt-Fish, you deserve to be a Seller of fresh Fish. But
prithee tell me, If you were a Jew, (for I cannot very well tell, whether you are one or
not,) and you were like to be starved with Hunger, would you eat Swine’s Flesh, or
rather die?

FisH.

I can’t very well tell what I should do; for I do not yet well understand what I ought to
do.

BUT.

God has forbid both; Thou shalt not kill, and thou shalt not eat Swine’s Flesh. In such
a Case as this, which Precept must give Way to the other?

FISH.

In the first Place, it does not appear, that God has forbidden the Eating Swine’s Flesh,
meaning, that a Man should rather be accessory to his own Death, than eat it. For the
Lord excuses David, in that he eat Shew-Bread contrary to the Letter of the Law: And
in the Babylonish Captivity, many Things were omitted by the Jews, which p. 50 were
required by the Law. Secondly, I am of Opinion, that the Law which Nature has
dictated, and therefore is perpetual and inviolable, ought to be accounted the more
obligatory, which never was, nor ever will be abrogated.
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BUT.

But why then were the Maccabees so much commended, that chose rather to die than
eat Swine’s Flesh?

FISH.

I suppose, because this Eating being required by the King, did comprise in itself a
Denial in the general of the Law of the Country; as Circumcision, which the Jews
endeavoured to obtrude on the Gentiles, carried in it a Profession of the whole Law;
just as Money given in Earnest, obliges to the Performance of the whole Contract.

BUT.

Well then, if this more gross Part of the Law is justly taken away, after the Exhibition
of the Gospel, by what Authority are either the same, or like Things, imposed upon
us, especially when our Lord calls his Yoke an easy one, and Peter, in the Acts of the
Apostles, calls the Law of the Jews a hard one, which neither they, nor their Fathers,
were able to bear? Circumcision is taken away, but Baptism came in the Room ofit,
and indeed, I was about to say, with a harder Condition. That was deferr’d till the
eighth Day, and if any Thing happen’d to the Child in that Time, the Vow of
Circumcision was taken for Circumcision itself. But we dip Children, scarce well got
out of the dark Caverns of the Mother’s Womb, all over in cold Water, which has
stood a long Time in a stony Font, (not to say while it stinks) and if it chance to die
upon the first Day, or in its very Ingress into the World, tho’ there be no Fault neither
in its Parents nor Friends, the poor Babe is doom’d to eternal Damnation.

FISH.

They do say so indeed.

BuUT.

The Sabbath is abrogated; nay indeed, not abrogated, but translated to the Sunday.
What does it signify? The Mosaick Law enjoin’d a few Fast-Days; but what a Number
have we added to them? And as to the Choice of Meats, how much freer were the
Jews than we are, who were at Liberty to eat Sheep, Capons, Partridges, and Kids, all
the Year round? They were forbid the Use of no Garment, but what was mix’d with
Linen and Woollen: But now, besides the appointed and forbidden Forms and Colours
of a great Number of Garments, the Head must be shaven too, some after one Manner,
and some another. Not to mention that heavy Burden of Confession, the Wallets of
human Constitutions, Tythes, and those not single ones neither; Matrimony skrew’d
up into too narrow a Compass, the new Laws of Affinity, and Abundance of other
Things, which render the Jews Circumstances much more easy than ours.
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FIsH.

Indeed, Butcher, you are much out of the Way, the Yoke of Christ is not to be
accounted for by that Rule you imagine. A Christian is tyed up in many Points, and to
harder Circumstances, and liable to a greater Punishment: But to make Amends for
this, the greater Strength of Faith and Love that is added, makes those Things pleasant
which by Nature are burdensome.

BUT.

Pray tell me, why, when the Holy Spirit descended from Heaven of old, in the Shape
of fiery Tongues, and enrich’d the Hearts of Believers with a more copious Gift of
Faith and Charity, why was the Burden of the Law taken away from them, as from
Persons weak, and in Danger under an unequal Yoke? Why did Peter, by the
Inspiration of the Spirit, call it an intolerable Burden?

FISH.

It was taken away on one Part, lest Judaism, as it had begun, should overwhelm the
Glory of the Gospel; and lest the Gentiles, by the Stumbling-Block of the Law, should
be alienated from Christ, among whom there were many weak Persons, who were in a
double Danger: On the one Hand, lest they should believe there was no Salvation to
be had without the Observation of the Law; and on the other Hand, lest they should
rather chuse to remain in Paganism, than take upon them the Yoke of the Mosaick
Law. It was necessary to allure these weak Minds, as it were, with a Bait of Liberty.
Secondly, That they might heal them who deny’d there was any Hope of Salvation by
the Profession of the Gospel, without the Observation of the Law, Circumcision,
Sabbaths, the Choice of Meats, and other Things of that Kind, they either wholly took
away, or changed into something else. And besides, whereas Pefer denies that he was
able to bear the Burden of the Law, it is not to be understood of him as to the Person
he then bare, when there was nothing unbearable to him, but of the stupid and weak
Jews, who, tho’ they were cloy’d with it, fed upon the Husk, not having any Relish of
the Spirit.

BUT.
You argue indeed very smartly. But for all that, in my Opinion, even at this Day, there
is no less Reason why those carnal Obligations that are arbitrary, and not obligatory,

should be taken away.

FIsH.

Why so?
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BUT.

I lately saw the whole World described in a large Map; from thence I learn’d how
small a Part of the World it was, that truly and sincerely professed the Christian
Religion: One small Part of Europe to the East, and another towards the North; the
third inclining towards the South, but reaching but a little Way; and the fourth Part,
which is Poland, inclining towards the East. All the Rest of the World is either
possess’d by Barbarians, or such as differ but very little from brute Beasts; or
Schismaticks, or Hereticks, or both.

FISH.

But did you not mind the Southern Shore, and the Christian Islands that lay scatter’d
about it?

BUT.

I saw them, and learn’d that there were great Spoils brought out of them, but no
Christianity carry’d into them. When indeed, when there is so plentiful a Harvest, it
seems most adviseable for the Propagation of the Christian Religion, to do as the
Apostle did, who took away the Burden of the Mosaick Law, lest the Gentiles should
fall back: so now to allure the weak, the Obligations to some Ceremonies should be
removed; without which the World was saved in the Beginning, and may now, if it
hath Faith and Gospel Charity. Again, I both hear and see many who place Religion in
Places, Garments, Meats, Fasts, Gestures and Songs, and for the Sake of these Things
judge their Neighbour contrary p. 53 to the Precept of the Gospel. From whence it
comes to pass, that whereas Faith and Charity constitute the Christian Religion, they
are both extinguished by those Superstitions. For he is far from the Faith of the
Gospel who depends upon these Acts; and he is far from Christian Charity, who for
the Sake of Meat or Drink, which a Person may lawfully use, exasperates his Brother,
for whose Liberty Christ died. What bitter Contentions do we see among Christians!
What spightful Calumnies upon Account of a Garment differently tied, or of different
Colours than what is customary, and about that Sort of Food which the Water
produces, and that which the Land produces! And if this Evil had reach’d but a few, it
might have been slighted. But now we see the whole World in a Flame, on Account of
these deadly Contentions. These and such like Things, were they removed, we should
both live in greater Concord, not minding Ceremonies, but pressing after those Things
which Christ hath taught us; and the Nations of the World would the more readily
embrace Religion, were it accompanied with Liberty.

FISH.

But there is no Salvation out of the Pale of the Church.

BuUT.

I confess it.
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FIsH.

Whosoever does not own the Authority of the Pope, is out of the Pale of the Church.

BUT.

I don’t deny that neither.

FISH.

But he that neglects his Injunctions does not own him.

BuUT.

But I hope a Time will come, that the Pope, who is Clement by Name, and most of all
so by Nature, will mitigate all these Things, which hitherto seem to have alienated
some People from the Roman Church; that he may bring all Nations to the
Communion of it, and will rather pursue those Things that are for the Good of the
Church, than his own private Interest. I hear daily Complaints of yearly Offerings,
Pardons, Dispensations, and other Exactions and Church Grievances; but I believe he
will so moderate all p. 54 Things, that in Time to come it would be impudent to
complain.

FIsH.

I wish all Monarchs would do the like, and then I would not doubt but Christianity,
which is now confined to a narrow Compass, would extend itself, when the barbarous
Nations did perceive that they were called not to human Servitude, but to Gospel
Liberty; and that they were not sought after to be made a Prey of, but to a Fellow-
Enjoyment of Happiness and Holiness. If once they came to be united with us, and
found in us Manners truly Christian, they would of their own Accord offer us more
than the utmost Violence can extort from them.

BUT.

I should soon hope to see that accomplish’d, if that mischievous Aze that has engaged
the two most mighty Monarchs in the World in a bloody War, were sent to her Place
(i. e. to the Dogs.)

FISH.

I admire that that is not done already, when nothing can be imagined more humane
than Francis, and I look upon it, that Charles has had Principles instilled into him by
his Masters, that by how much the more Fortune enlarges the Bounds of his Empire,
by so much the more he encreases in Clemency and Bounty; besides that good
Humour and Lenity is peculiar to his Age.
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BUT.

You won'’t find that they will be wanting in any Thing.

FISH.

What then is it, that hinders the Accomplishment of that which all the World wishes
for?

BUT.

Why, the Lawyers have not yet come to an Agreement about Bounds and Limits, and
you know that the Storm of a Comedy always ends in the Calm of a Matrimony; and
the Tragedies of Princes commonly end in the like Manner. But in Comedies Matches
are quickly made up, but among great Men, Matters move but slowly; and it is better
to have a Wound long in healing, than presently to break out again in an Ulcer.

FISH.

But do you think Marriages to be firm Bonds of Amity?

BuUT.

I would have them so indeed; but I see sometimes the sharpest Contentions rise from
them; and when once a War arises between near Kindred, it not only is more
extensive, but harder to be made up.

FIsH.

I confess it, and acknowledge it to be true.

BuUT.

But do you think it fit, that because of the Contentions and Delays of Lawyers, in
Relation to Contracts, the whole World should be kept in Pain? For as Matters are
now, there is no Safety any where, and the worst of Men take Advantage of the
Opportunity, while there is neither Peace nor War.

FisH.

It is not my Business to determine concerning the Counsels of Princes. But if I were
Caesar, 1 know what I would do.

BUT.

Well, come on then, you shall be Caesar and the Pope too, if you please. What is it
you would do?
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FIsH.

I had rather be Emperor, and King of France.

BUT.

Well, let it be so, you shall be both of them then.

FISH.

I would immediately take upon me a Vow of Peace, and publish a Truce throughout
my Dominions, disband my Forces, and make it a capital Crime for any to touch so
much as a Hen that was not their own. So having settled Affairs to my Conveniency,
or rather that of the Publick, I would treat concerning the Limits of my Dominion, or
the Conditions of a Match.

BuUT.

Have you projected any firmer Ties than those of Matrimony?

FIsH.

I think I have.

BUT.

Let’s hear them.

FISH.

Were I emperor, [ would without Delay, thus treat with the King of France: “My
Brother, some evil Spirit has set this War on Foot between you and me; nor do we
fight for our Lives, but our Dominions. You, as to your Part, have behaved yourself as
a stout and valiant Warrior. But Fortune has been on my Side, and of a King made
you a Captive. What has been your Lot, may be mine, and your Mishap admonishes
all of our human Condition. We have experienced that this Way of Contention has
been detrimental to both of us; let us engage one another after a different Manner. |
give you your Life, and restore you your Liberty, and instead of an Enemy take you
for my Friend. Let all past Animosities be forgotten, you are at free Liberty to return
into your own Dominions, enjoy what is your own, be a good Neighbour, and for the
future let this be the only Contention, which shall out-do the other in Offices of
Fidelity and Friendship; nor let us vie one with another, which shall govern the largest
Dominions, but who shall govern his own with the greatest Justice and Goodness. In
the former Conflict I have bore away the Prize of Fortune, but in this he that gets the
better, shall gain far more Glory. As for me, the Fame of this Clemency will get me
more true Glory than if I had added all France to my Dominion. And in you a grateful
Mind will be more to your Praise than if you had drove me quite out of /taly. Don’t

PLL v6.0 (generated September, 2011) 65 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/726



Online Library of Liberty: The Colloquies vol. 2
you envy me the Praise that [ am ambitious of, and I’ll on the other Hand carry myself
toward you, that you shall willingly owe an Obligation to so good a Friend.”

BuUT.

In Truth, not only all France, but all the World might be attach’d by this Method. For
if this Ulcer should happen to be skin’d over, rather than throughly heal’d, by unequal
Terms, I am afraid that upon the first Opportunity the Skin being broken, Abundance
of corrupt Matter would issue out, and that with more dangerous Consequences.

FISH.

How great and glorious would this Act of Humanity render Charles all over the
World? What Nation would not readily submit to so generous and kind a Prince?

BUT.

You have acted the Part of the Emperor very well. Now act the Pope too.

FisH.

It would be too long to go thro’ every Thing. I will tell you in brief. I would so
demean myself that the whole World should see that there was a Prince of the Church
that aspired after nothing but the Glory of Christ, and Salvation of Mankind. That
would infallibly take away all Invidiousness from the Name of Pope, and gain him
solid and lasting Glory. But by the Way, from worse to better. We have digress’d
from our first Proposition.

BUT.

Well, I’ll bring you to Rights again, by and by. But do you say then, that the Pope’s
Laws are binding to the whole Church?

FISH.

I do say so.

BuUT.

What, to the Punishment of Hell?

FISH.

They say so.
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BUT.

And are the Bishops Laws obligatory in like Manner?
FISH.

I think they are every one in his own Diocese.

BUT.

And those of Abbots too?

FISH.

I 'am in Doubt as to that. For they receive their Administration upon certain
Conditions, nor have any Power to burden their Inferiors with Constitutions without
the Concurrence of the whole Order.

BuUT.

But what if a Bishop receive his Function upon the same Conditions?

FISH.

I doubt as to that.

BuUT.

Can the Pope annul what a Bishop has constituted?

FISH.

I believe he can.

BUT.

Can no Body annul what the Pope decrees?

FISH.

No, no Body.

BUT.

How comes it about that we hear of the Resuming of Popes Constitutions, under this

Title, that they have not been rightly instructed; and that the Constitutions of former
Popes have been antiquated by later, as deviating from Piety?
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FIsH.

Those were surreptitious and temporary Things. For the Pope considered as a Man,
may be ignorant of Person and Fact. But that which proceeds from the Authority of an
universal Council, is a heavenly Oracle, and is of equal Authority with the Gospel
itself, or at least very near it.

BUT.

Is it lawful to doubt concerning the Gospels?

FISH.

By no Means; no, nor the Councils neither, rightly assembled by the holy Spirit,
carried on, published and received.

What if any one should doubt whether there is any Council so constituted? as I hear
concerning the Council at Basi/, which has been rejected by some; nor do all approve
of that of Constance. 1 speak of those that are accounted Orthodox, not to mention the
late Lateran Council.

FIsH.

Let them that will doubt at their own Peril. I will not doubt for my Part.

BuUT.

Had Peter then the Authority of making new Laws?

FISH.

He had.

BuUT.

And had Paul too, and the rest of the Apostles?

FISH.

Yes, they had every one in their own Churches committed to them by Peter or Christ.

BUT.

And have the Successors of Pefer a like Authority with Peter himself?
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FISH.
Why not?
BUT.

And is there the same Regard to be had to the Pope of Rome’s Letter, as to the Epistle
of St. Peter himself, and as much to the Constitutions of Bishops, as to the Epistles of
Paul?

FISH.
Nay, I think and more too, if they command and make it a Law by Authority.
BUT.

Is it lawful to doubt, whether Pefer and Paul wrote by the Inspiration of the holy
Spirit?

FIsH.
Nay, let him be accounted an Heretick that doubts of that.

BUT.

And do you think the same of the Ordinances and Constitutions of the Popes and
Bishops?

FISH.

I do as to the Popes, but I should make some Question as to the Bishops; but that it
seems a Part of Piety not to be suspicious of any Person unless there be very good
Grounds for it.

BUT.

But why will the holy Spirit suffer a Bishop to err rather than a Pope?
FISH.
Because that Error is the most dangerous that proceeds from the Head.

BUT.

If the Constitutions of Prelates are of such Force, what does the Lord mean in
Deuteronomy, who uses so severe a Commination; That none add to or diminish from
the Law?
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FIsH.

He does not add to the Law, that more largely explains what lay couch’d in it, and
who suggests those Things that have Relation to the Observation of the Law; nor does
he diminish, who preaches the Law according to the Capacity of the Hearers,
declaring some Things, and concealing others, according to the Circumstances of the
Time.

BUT.

Were the Constitutions of the Pharisees and Scribes obligatory?
FISH.

I don’t think they were.

BuT.

Why so?

FIsH.

Because, tho’ they had Authority to teach, yet not to make Laws.
BUT.

Which Power is the greatest, that of making human Laws, or that of interpreting
divine?

FISH.
That of making human Laws.

BUT.

I am of another Mind: For he that has the Right of interpreting his Opinion, has the
Force of a divine Law.

FISH.

I don’t well take you in.

BUT.

I’ll explain it to you. The divine Law commands us to assist our Parents. The
Pharisee interprets it thus: That which is offer’d to the Church is given to the Father;
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because God is the Father of all. Does not the divine Law then give Place to this
Interpretation?

FIsH.

But that’s a false Interpretation.

BuUT.

But when once they have receiv’d an Authority of interpreting, how can I tell which
Interpretation is true, and especially if they differ among themselves?

FIsH.

If you cannot be satisfied, as to the Sense of the Commonalty, follow the Authority of
the Prelates; that is the safest.

BUT.

Is then the Authority of the Scribes and Pharisees devolv’d upon Divines and
Preachers?

FISH.
It is.

BUT.

I hear none more ready to inculcate, Hear, I say unto you, than those that never made
Divinity much their Study.

FIsH.

Y ou must hear all candidly, but with Judgment, unless they are quite mad. Then
People ought to rise and hiss them out of the Pulpit, to make them sensible of their
Madness. But you ought to believe those that have arrived to the Degree of a Doctor
in Divinity.

BUT.
But among them I find a great many that are much more ignorant and foolish, than

those that are altogether illiterate; and I see much Controversy among the Learned
themselves.
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FIsH.

Single out the best Things, and leave those Things that are difficult to others; always
receiving those Things that the Consent of the Rulers, and Majority, has approv’d.

BUT.

I know that is the safest Way. But then there are false Constitutions as well as false
Interpretations.

FISH.

Whether there be or no, let others look to that. I believe there may be.

BUT.

Had Annas and Caiaphas Authority to make Laws?

FISH.

Yes they had.

BUT.

Did these Mens Constitutions in all Things oblige to the Punishment of Hell?

FISH.

I can’t tell.

BUT.

Suppose Annas had made an Order, that no Body coming from a Market should touch
a Bit of Meat before he had washed his Body: If any one eat Meat unwashed, did he
incur the Pain of Damnation?

FISH.

I think not, unless the Contempt of the publick Authority aggravated the Crime.
BuUT.

Did all the Laws of God oblige to the Punishment of eternal Damnation?

FISH.

I believe not; for God forbids all Sin, how venial soever, if we may believe Divines.
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BUT.

But perhaps a venial Sin might send to Hell, unless God by his Mercy assisted our
Infirmity.

FISH.

It is no Absurdity to say so, but I dare not affirm it.

BUT.

When the Israelites were in Captivity in Babylon, besides a great many other Things
which the Law requires, many of them omitted Circumcision; did all these perish?

FISH.
God knows that.

BuUT.

If a Jew should privately, for Fear of being starved, eat Swine’s Flesh, would he be
guilty of a Crime?

FIsH.

In my Opinion, the Necessity would excuse the Fact; inasmuch as David was excused
by the Mouth of God himself, that he had eat holy Bread, which is called Shew-Bread,
contrary to the Precept of the Law; and did not only eat it himself, but also fed his
profane Companions with it too.

BuUT.

If any one lay under that Necessity that he must either steal or starve, which ought he
to chuse, to steal or be starv’d to Death?

FisH.

Perhaps, in that Case, Theft would not be Theft.

BUT.

How’s that? What, is not an Egg an Egg?

FISH.

Especially, if he took it with an Intention of making a Return, and pacifying the
Owner, as soon as he should be in a Capacity to do it.
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BUT.

What if a Man must either lose his own Life, or swear falsly against his Neighbour?
which must he chuse?

FISH.

Death.

BUT.

What if he could save his Life by committing Adultery?
FIsH.

He ought rather to chuse Death.

BuUT.

What if he could save his Life by committing Fornication?
FISH.

They say he ought rather to die.

BuUT.

Why does not an Egg cease to be an Egg here; especially if there be no Force offered
or Injury done?

FisH.

There is wrong done to the Maiden’s Body.
BUT.

What if by Perjury?

FISH.

He ought to die.

BuUT.

What say you as to a simple harmless Lye?

PLL v6.0 (generated September, 2011) 74 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/726



Online Library of Liberty: The Colloquies vol. 2

FIsH.

They say a Man must rather die. But I am of Opinion, that upon an urgent Necessity,
or a great Advantage, such a Sort of a Lye rather is no Fault, or a very small one;
unless it be that having once opened the Way, there is Danger of our growing into a
Habit of lying injuriously. Put p. 62 the Case that by a harmless Lye, a Man might
save the Bodies and Souls of his own Country; which would a pious Man chuse?
Would he refuse to tell the Lye?

BUT.

What others would do, I can’t tell, but as for me, I would make no Scruple of telling
fifteen as notorious Lyes as ever Homer told in his Life, and presently wash away my
Guilt with Holy Water.

FISH.

I would do the same.

BuUT.

Well then, it is not what God has commanded, nor what he has forbid, that obliges to
eternal Damnation.

FISH.
It seems otherwise.
BUT.

Then the Modus of the Obligation is not so much from the Author of the Law, as from
the Matter of it. For some Things give Way to Necessity, and some do not.

FISH.

[t seems so.

BUT.

What if a Priest should be in Danger of his Life, and should save it by marrying?
Whether should he chuse?

FISH.

Death.
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BUT.

When a Divine Law can give Way to Necessity, why does not this Human Law give
Way to it?

FISH.

It is not the Law that hinders, but the Vow.

BUT.

What if any one should make a Vow of going to Jerusalem, but could not do it
without being sure to lose his Life, shall he go, or shall he die?

FIsH.

Why he ought to die, unless he can get his Vow dispensed with by the Pope.
BuT.

But why may one Vow be dispensed with, and not another?

FISH.

Because one is a solemn Vow, and the other a private one.

BuUT.

What do you mean by a solemn one?

FISH.

That which is usual.

BUT.

Why then, is not the other a solemn one which is a daily one?

FISH.

Yes, but then it is a private one.

BuUT.

Well then, if a Monk should profess privately before an Abbot, would not this be a
solemn one?
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FIsH.

You trifle. A private Vow is the easier discharged, because it is dispensed with the
least Offence; he that makes a private Vow, does it with this Intention, that if it be
convenient he may alter his Mind.

BuUT.
Then might they vow with this Intention, that vow perpetual Chastity?
FISH.

They ought so to do.

BuUT.

Then it would be perpetual, and not perpetual. What if it were the case of a
Carthusian Monk, that he must either eat Meat or die? Whether ought he to chuse?

FIsH.

Physicians tell us, that there is no Flesh so efficacious but Aurum potabile, and Jewels
would answer the End.

BUT.

Which is the more useful, to succour a Person in Danger of Life with Gold and
Jewels, or with the Price of them to succour a great many, whose Lives are in Danger,
and to let the sick Man have a Chicken?

FISH.

I can’t say as to that.

BUT.

But the eating of Fish or Flesh is not of the number of those Things that are called
Substantials.

FISH.

Let us leave the Carthusians to be their own Judge.

BUT.

Let us then talk in the general. Sabbath-Keeping has been diligently, frequently, and
largely inculcated in the Law of Moses.
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FISH.

True.

BuUT.

Whether then ought I to relieve a City in Danger, neglecting the Sabbath, or not?
FISH.

Do you think me a Jew then?

BUT.

I wish you were, and a circumcised one too.

FIsH.

The Lord himself hath solved that Difficulty; saying, The Sabbath was made for Man,
and not Man for the Sabbath.

BUT.
Well then, is that Law of Force in all human Constitutions?

FISH.

Yes, except any Thing obstruct.

BUT.

What if a Law-Maker make a Law, not with this Design, that it should be obligatory
upon the Pain of eternal Damnation, nor indeed unto any Guilt, and to have no other
force but an Exhortation?

FISH.

Good Man, is it not in the Law-Maker’s Power how far the Law shall be binding? He
uses his Authority in making the Law, but as to what it shall oblige to, and what not,
that is in the Hand of God.

BUT.

Why then do we hear our Parish Priests out of the Pulpit crying, To morrow you must
fast under Pain of eternal Damnation, if it does not appear to us how far a human Law
is binding?
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FIsH.

They do this, that they may in an especial Manner strike Terror into the
Contumacious, for I presume those Words do properly belong to them. But whether
they are a Terror to the Contumacious, I know not, they throw weak Persons into
Scruples and Danger. It is a hard Matter to suit both.

BUT.

The Power of the Law and Custom are much the same.

FISH.

Sometimes Custom is the more powerful.

BuUT.

They that introduce a Custom, whether they do it with design of bringing any one into
a Snare or not, they oftentimes bring ’em into an Obligation, whether they will or no.

FISH.

I 'am of your Mind.

BUT.

Custom may lay a Burden upon a Man when it cannot take it off again.
FISH.

It may so.

BUT.

Well then, now I hope you are sensible how dangerous a Thing it is to impose new
Laws upon Men without any Necessity, or a very great Utility.

FISH.

I confess it.

BUT.

When the Lord says, Swear not at all, does he render every one that swears obnoxious
to the Pains of Hell.

PLL v6.0 (generated September, 2011) 79 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/726



Online Library of Liberty: The Colloquies vol. 2

FIsH.

I think not, I take it to be a Counsel, and not a Command.

BUT.

But how can that be made clear to my Understanding, when he has scarce forbid any
thing with greater Strictness and Severity, than that we Swear not?

FISH.

You must learn of your Teachers.

BUT.

When Paul gives Advice, does he oblige to the Pain of Damnation?
FISH.

By no Means.

BUT.

Why so?

FISH.

Because he will not cast a Stumbling-Block before the Weak.

BUT.

So then it is in the Breast of the Maker of the Law, to lay liable to Damnation or not.
And it is a sacred Thing to beware, lest we lay a Stumbling-Block before the weak by
any Constitutions.

FISH.

It is.

BUT.

And if Paul made Use of this Caution, much more ought Priests to use it, of whom it
is uncertain, whether they have the Spirit or not.

FISH.

I confess so.
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BUT.

But a little While ago you deny’d that it was at the Lawgiver’s Pleasure, how far the
Law should oblige a Person.

FISH.

But here it is a Counsel, and not a Law.

BuUT.

Nothing is easier than to change the Word. Swear not, is it a Command?

FIsH.

It is.

BuT.

Resist not Evil?

FISH.

It is a Counsel.

BuUT.

But this last carries in it the Face of a Command more than the former; at least is it in
the Breasts of Bishops whether they will have their Constitutions, Commands, or
Counsels?

FISH.

It is.

BUT.

You deny’d that strenuously but now. For he who will not have his Constitution
render any one guilty of a Crime, he makes it Advice, and not Command.

FISH.

True: But it is not expedient the Vulgar should know this, lest they should presently
cry out, that what they han’t a Mind to observe is Counsel.
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BUT.

But then what will you do as to those weak Consciences, that are so miserably
perplexed by thy Silence? But come on, pray tell me, can learned Men know by any p.
66 certain Tokens, whether a Constitution has the Force of a Counsel or a Command?

FISH.

As I have heard, they can.

BuUT.

Mayn’t a Body know the Mystery?
FIsH.

You may, if you won’t blab it out.
BuUT.

Pshaw, I’ll be as mute as a Fish.
FISH.

When you hear nothing but, We exhort, we ordain, we command, it is a Counsel;
when you hear, We command, we require, especially if Threatnings of
Excommunication be added, it is a Command.

BuUT.

Suppose I owe Money to my Baker, and can’t pay him, and had rather run away than
be cast into Prison, am I guilty of a capital Offence?

FISH.

I think not, unless a Will be wanting as well as Ability?
BUT.

Why am I excommunicated then?

FISH.

That Thunderbolt affrights the Wicked, but does not hurt the Innocent. For you know
amongst the antient Romans, there were certain dreadful threatning Laws, made for
this very Purpose; as that which is fetch’d from the twelve Tables, concerning the
cutting the Body of the Debtor asunder, of which there is no Example extant, because
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it was not made for Use but Terror. And now as Lightning has no Effect upon Wax or
Flax, but upon Brass, so such Excommunications don’t operate upon Persons in
Misery, but upon the Contumacious. To speak ingenuously, to make Use of Christ’s
Thunderbolt on such frivolous Occasions as these are, seems in a Manner to be as the
Antients said, in lente unguentum.

BuUT.

Has a Master of a House the same Power in his own House, as a Bishop has in his
Diocese?

FISH.

It is my Opinion he has proportionably.
BUT.

And do his Prescriptions equally oblige.
FISH.

Why not?

BUT.

I command that no Body eat Onions: How is he that does not obey, a Sinner before
God?

FIsH.

Let him see to that.

Then for the future, I’ll say I admonish you, not I command you.
FIsH.

That will be wisely done.

BUT.

But suppose I see my Neighbour in Danger, and therefore I take him aside and
Admonish him privately to withdraw himself from the Society of Drunkards and
Gamesters, but he slighting my Admonition, lives more profligately than before; does
my Admonition lay him under an Obligation?
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FISH.

In my Opinion it does.

BUT.

Then neither by Counsel nor Exhortation we avoid the Snare.

FISH.

Nays, it is not Admonition, but the Argument of Admonition that brings into the Snare.
For if I admonish my Brother to make Use of Slippers, and he does not do it, he is not

guilty of a Crime.

BuUT.

I will not put the Question at this Time, how far the Prescriptions of Physicians are
obligatory. Does a Vow lay liable to the Pain of eternal Damnation?

FIsH.

Yes.

BUT.

What, all Kind of Vows?

FISH.

Ay, all universally, if they be possible, lawful and voluntary.

BUT.

What do you mean by voluntary?

FISH.

That which is extorted by no Necessity.

BUT.

What is Necessity?

FISH.

Fear falling upon a Man of Constancy.
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BUT.

What, upon a Stoick, such a one as Horace says, if the World fall to Pieces about his
Ears, would not be afraid?

FISH.

Shew me such a Stoick, and then I’ll give you an Answer.

BuUT.

But, without Jesting, can the Fear of Famine or Infamy fall upon a Man of Constancy?
FIsH.

Why not?

BuUT.

Suppose a Daughter that is not at her own Disposal, should marry privately, without
the Consent of her Parents, who would not give their Consent if they knew it; will the
Vow be lawful?

It will.

BUT.

I can’t tell whether it be or no; but this I am sure of, if there be any such, this is one of
the Number of those which, altho’ they be true, yet lest they be a Scandal to the weak,
are to be kept secret. Again, suppose a Virgin who, by her Parents Consent, has

engaged herself in Marriage to her Lover, should enter herself in the Cloister of St.
Clare; will this Vow be allowable and lawful?

FISH.

Yes, if it be a solemn one.

BUT.

Can that be solemn that is done in a Field, and a dark Monastery?

FISH.

It is accounted so.
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BUT.

Suppose the same Person at Home, a few Witnesses being present, should make a
Vow of perpetual Virginity, will it not be a lawful Vow?

FISH.

No.

BuUT.

Why so?

FIsH.

Because a more holy Vow is in the Way.

BuT.

If the same Maid sell a Field, will the Contract be good?

FIsH.

I think not.

BuUT.

And will it be valid if she give herself into the Power of another?

FisH.

If she devote herself to God.

BUT.

And does not a private Vow devote a Person to God? And does not he that receives
the holy Sacrament of Matrimony, devote himself to God? And can they whom God
has joined together, devote themselves to the Devil? when only of married Persons
God has said, Whom God has joined, let no Man put asunder. And besides this, when
a young Man not come of Age, and a simple Maid, by the Threats of Parents, Severity
of Tutors, the wicked Instigation of Monks, fair Promises, and Terrifyings, is thrust
into a Nunnery; is the Vow a free Vow?

FISH.

Yes, if they are at Years of Discretion.

PLL v6.0 (generated September, 2011) 86 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/726



Online Library of Liberty: The Colloquies vol. 2

BUT.

A Virgin of that Age is emphatically doli capax, being easy to be imposed upon.
What if I should purpose p. 69 in my Mind to drink no Wine on a Friday? would my
Purpose bind me as strongly as a Vow?

FISH.

I don’t think it would.

BUT.

What Difference is there then between a determinate Purpose, and a Vow conceiv’d in
the Mind?

FIsH.
The Mind of binding.
BuUT.

You deny’d but just now, that the Mind signified any Thing in this Matter. Do I
purpose if [ am able, and vow whether I am able or not?

FISH.
You have it.

BuUT.

Have it? | have Clouds painted upon the Wall, that is just nothing at all. What then, is
the Ratio of the Matter to be disregarded in a Purpose?

FisH.

I think so.

BUT.

And must we take Care of that on Account of the Law, and this on Account of the
Vow?

FISH.

Yes.
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BUT.

Suppose the Pope should make a Law, that no Body should marry any one within the
seventh Degree of Affinity, would he be guilty of a Sin that should marry a Cousin in
the sixth Degree?

FISH.

In my Opinion he would.

BuUT.

What if a Bishop should put forth an Edict, that no Body should have to do with his
Wife except on a Monday, Thursday, and Saturday? would he be guilty of a Sin that
should have to do with her upon other Days?

FIsH.

I think he would.

BuUT.

What if he should enjoin, that no Body should eat bulbous Roots?

FISH.

What does that signify to Piety.

BuUT.

Because bulbous Roots are Provocatives, but what I say of Bulbs, I say even of the
Herb Rocket?

FisH.

I can’t well tell.

BUT.

Why, can’t you tell where lies the Force of Obligation in human Laws?

FISH.

In the Words of St. Paul, Be obedient to those that are set over you.
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BUT.

Upon this Foot the Constitution of a Bishop and Magistrate binds all Persons.

FISH.

Yes, if it be just, and lawfully made.

BUT.

But who shall be Judge of that?

FISH.

He that made it: For he that makes the Law ought to interpret it.

BuUT.

What then, must we be obedient to all Constitutions, without Distinction?

FISH.

I think we should.

BuUT.

What if a Fool or a wicked Person be set over us, and he make a foolish and wicked
Law? must we abide by his Judgment? and must the People obey, as having no Right
to judge?

FISH.

What signifies it to suppose what is not?

BUT.

He that succours his Father, and would not succour him, unless the Law oblig’d him
to it, does he fulfil the Law or not?

FISH.

No, I think he does not.

BuUT.

Why not?
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FIsH.

In the first Place, because he does not fulfil the Will of the Law-Giver: Secondly, he
adds Hypocrisy to his wicked Will.

BUT.

If he fasts, that would not fast unless the Church requir’d him, does he satisfy the
Law?

FISH.
You change both the Author of the Law, and the Matter of it.

BuUT.

Well then, compare a Jew, if he fasting upon Days appointed, would not fast unless
the Law requir’d him, with a Christian, who keeping a Fast appointed by Men, would
not keep it if there were no Law for it; or if you had rather, a Jew abstaining from
Swine’s Flesh, and a Christian abstaining from Flesh and Milk-Meats on Friday.

FIsH.

I believe there ought to be some Grains of Allowance made to Infirmity, tho’ the Law
be against it; but not so to him that on purpose acts and murmurs against a Law.

BUT.

But you do allow, that the divine Laws do not always oblige to eternal Damnation.

FISH.

Why should I not?

BUT.

But do you not dare to own, that there is any human Law which does not bind to the
same Penalty, but leave a Man in Suspense? Then you seem to attribute something
more to the Laws of Men than to the Laws of God. Lying and Backbiting are evil in
their own Nature, and forbidden by God himself; and yet you acknowledge that some
Kind of Lyes and Backbitings do not bind a Person to the Punishment of Hell: And
yet you don’t dare to exempt a Person from the same Punishment, that upon any
Condition whatsoever eats Flesh on a Friday.

FISH.

It is none of my Business to acquit or condemn any one.
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BUT.

If divine and human Laws bind equally alike, what Difference is there between one
and the other?

FISH.

This Difference, that he that transgresses a human Law, sins immediately against
Man, (if you will allow me to use School-Terms) but mediately against God; he that
transgresses a Divine Law, é contra.

BUT.

Where’s the Difference, in mingling Vinegar and Wormwood, which is put in first, if
I must drink ’em both? Or, what Matter is it, whether a Stone that has given me a
Wound, rebounds from me to a Friend directly or sideways?

FISH.

I have learn’d that.

BuUT.

And if the Modus of a Law’s binding, in Laws of both Kinds, is to be taken from the
Matter and Circumstances, what Difference is there between the Authority of God,
and that of Man?

FIsH.

Indeed a very wicked Question!

BuUT.

There are, for all that, a great many that don’t think there is much Difference. God
gave a Law by Moses, and it is not lawful to violate it: And he also gives Laws by a
Pope, or a Council; What Difference is there between the one and the other? Moses’s
Law was given by a Man, and our Laws were given by Men. And it should seem that
those Laws which God gave by one Moses, should be of less Moment than those
which the Holy Spirit gives by a full Council of Bishops and learned Men.

FisH.

It is unlawful to doubt concerning the Spirit of Moses.
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BUT.

Paul comes in the Place of a Bishop; what Difference is there then betwixt the
Precepts of Paul and of any other Bishop?

FISH.

Because, without Controversy, Paul wrote by the Inspiration of the Spirit.
BUT.

How far extends this Authority of Writers?

FISH.

I think no farther than the Apostles themselves, unless that the Authority of Councils
ought to be look’d upon inviolable.

BuUT.

Why may we not doubt of Paul’s Spirit?

FISH.

Because the Consent of the Church is against it.
BuUT.

May we doubt concerning that of Bishops?

FisH.

We ought not rashly to be suspicious of those, unless the Matter manifestly savours of
Gain or Impiety.

BUT.

But what think you of the Councils?

FISH.

We ought not to doubt of them, if they are rightly constituted and managed by the
Holy Spirit.

BuUT.

Is there then any Council that is not so?
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FIsH.

It is possible there may be such, otherwise Divines would never have made this
Exception.

BUT.

Then it seems that it is lawful to doubt concerning Councils themselves.

FISH.

I don’t think we may, if they be received and approved by the Judgment and Consent
of Christian Nations.

BuUT.

But since we have exceeded the Bound that God has set, and within which he would
have the sacred and inviolable Authority of the Scripture circumscribed, it seems to
me, that there is some other Difference between Laws divine and human.

FIsH.

What is that?

BUT.

Divine Laws are immutable, unless such as are of that Kind, that they seem to be
given only for a Time, for the Sake of Signification and Coercion, which the Prophets
foretold should end, as to the carnal Sense of them, and the Apostles have taught us
are to be omitted. And then again, as to human Laws; there are sometimes unjust,
foolish, and hurtful Laws made, and therefore either abrogated by the Authority of
Superiors, or by the universal Neglect of the People: But there is nothing such in the
divine Laws. Again, a human Law ceases of itself, when the Causes for which it was
made cease; as for Instance, suppose a Constitution should enjoin all Persons yearly to
contribute something towards building a Church, the Requirement of the Law ceases
when the Church is built. Add to this, that a human Law is no Law, unless it be
approved by the Consent of those who are to use it. A divine Law can’t be dispensed
with nor abrogated; altho’ indeed, Moses being about to make a Law, required the
Consent of the People; but this was not done because it was necessary, but that he
might render them the more criminal in not keeping it. For, indeed, it is an impudent
Thing to break a Law that you gave your Approbation to the making of. And in the
last Place, inasmuch as human Laws commonly concern corporal Matters, and are
School-Masters to Piety, they seem to cease, when a Person has arrived to that
Strength in Grace, that he does not stand in Need of any such Restraints, but only
should endeavour to avoid giving an Offence to weak Persons, who are
conscientiously scrupulous. As for Instance, suppose a Father enjoins a Daughter that
is under Age, not to drink Wine, that she may with the greater Safety preserve her
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Virginity till she is married; when she comes of Age, and is delivered up to a
Husband, she is not bound to her Father’s Injunction. There are many Laws that are
like Medicaments, that are alter’d and give Place according to the Circumstances, and
that with the Approbation of the Physicians themselves, who, if they should at all
Times make Use of the Remedies the Antients prescribed, would kill more than they
cure.

FIsH.

You indeed heap a great many Things together, some of which I like, and others I do
not, and some I don’t understand.

If a Bishop’s Law manifestly savours of Gain, that is, if he makes an Order, that every
Parish-Priest every Year purchase, at a Guinea apiece, a Right of Absolution in those
Cases that are called Episcopals, that he might extort the more Money from those in
his Jurisdiction; do you think it ought to be obey’d?

FISH.

Yes, I think it ought; but at the same Time we ought to exclaim against this unjust
Law, but always avoiding Sedition. But how comes it about that you turn Catechiser
at this Rate, Butcher? Every one should keep to his own Trade.

BUT.

We are often perplexed with these Questions at Table, and sometimes the Contest
proceeds to Blows and Bloodshed.

FisH.

Well, let them fight that love fighting; I think we ought with Reverence to receive the
Laws of our Superiors, and religiously observe them, as coming from God; nor is it
either safe or religious either to conceive in Mind, or sow among others any sinister
Suspicion concerning them. And if there be any Tyranny in them, that does not
compel us to Impiety, it is better to bear it, than seditiously to resist it.

BUT.

I confess this is a very good Way to maintain the Authority of Persons in Power; [ am
pretty much of your Mind, and as for them, I do not envy them. But I should be glad
to hear any Thing wherein the Liberty and Advantage of the People is aimed at.

FISH.

God will not be wanting to his People.
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BUT.

But where all this While is that Liberty of the Spirit that the Apostles promise by the
Gospel, and which Paul so often inculcates, saying, The Kingdom of God consists not
in Meat and Drink; and that we are not Children under a School-Master; and that we
do no longer serve the Elements of this World,; and Abundance of other Expressions:
if Christians are tied to the Observance of so many more Ceremonies than the Jews

were; and if the Laws of Man bind more closely than a great many Commands of
God?

FISH.

Well, Butcher, I’ll tell you, the Liberty of Christians does not consist in its being
lawful for ’em to do what they will, being set free from human Ordinances, but in that
they do those Things that are enjoined them with a Fervour of Spirit and Readiness of
Mind, willingly and chearfully, and so are Sons rather than Servants.

BUT.

Very cleverly answer’d indeed! But there were Sons under the Mosaic Law, and there
are now Servants under the Gospel; and I am afraid the greatest Part of Mankind are
so, if they are Servants who do their Duty by Compulsion. What Difference is there
then between the new Dispensation and the old?

FISH.

A great Deal in my Opinion: Because the old taught under a Veil, and the new is laid
open to View; that which the old foretold by Parables and Riddles, the new explains
clearly; what that promised darkly, this exhibits for the most Part manifestly: that was
given to one Nation singly, this equally teaches all the Way of Salvation; that
imparted that notable and spiritual Grace to a few Prophets and famous Men, but this
largely sheds abroad every Kind of Gifts, as Tongues, healing Diseases, Prophecies
and Miracles, into Persons of all Ages, Sexes, and Nations whatsoever.

BurT.

Where are those Gifts now?

FISH.

They are ceased, but not lost, either because there is no Need of them, now the

Doctrine of Christ is spread abroad, or else because many are only Christians in
Name, and we want Faith, which is the Worker of Miracles.
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BUT.

If Miracles are necessary on Account of Unbelievers, I’'m sure the World is full of
them now.

FISH.

This is an Unbelief simply erring, such as that of the Jews murmuring against Peter,
because he had received Cornelius’s Family into the Grace of the Gospel; and such as
was that of the Gentiles, who thought the Religion they had received from their
Ancestors was sufficient to Salvation; and the Apostles Doctrine to be a strange
Superstition: These were converted by seeing Miracles. But now those that believe
not the Gospel when it shines so gloriously thro’ the whole World, do not err simply,
but being p. 76 blinded by their evil Affections, will not understand that they may do
what is good; such as these no Miracles would reduce to a better Mind. And now is
the Time of healing, but the Time of punishing will come.

BUT.

Indeed you have said many Things that have a Probability in them: however, [ am
resolved not to depend upon the Judgment of a Salt-Fishmonger; but I will go to some
Divine, eminent for Learning, and what he says concerning all these Things, I'll
believe.

FISH.

Who? Pharetrius?

BuUT.

He dotes before he is old, and is fit to preach to none but doting old Women.

FIsH.

Well then, what? Bliteus?

BuUT.

Do you think I’ll give any Credit to a prating Sophister?

FisH.

Well then, Amphicholus?
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BUT.

I’11 never trust him to answer Questions, that never answer’d my Demands for the
Meat I trusted him. Can he resolve hard Questions, that was always insolvent as to his
Debts?

FISH.

Who then? Lemantius?

BUT.

I shan’t chuse a blind Man to shew me the Way.

FISH.

Who then?

BuUT.

If you have a Mind to know, it is Cephalus, a Man very well versed in three
Languages, and accomplish’d with all good Literature, familiarly acquainted with the
sacred Scriptures, and antient Fathers.

FIsH.

I’ll advise you better: Go to the Elysian Shades, and there you’ll find Rabin Druin,
he’ll cut all your knotty Questions in two with a Pair of Sheers.

BuUT.

Do you go before and clear the Way.

FisH.

But, setting aside Jesting, is that true you told me, of a Dispensation for Flesh-eating?

BUT.

No, I did but joke with you to teaze you. And if the Pope had ever so much Mind to
do it, you Fishmongers would raise Mobs about it. And besides, the World is full of a
Sort of Pharisees, who have no other Way of appearing religious but by such
Superstitions, who would neither be deprived of their ostentatious Sanctity, nor suffer
their Successors to have more Liberty than they had themselves. Nor, indeed, would it
be for the Interest of Butchers, to have a free Toleration to eat every Thing; for then
our Trade would be very uncertain, for now our Profit is more certain, and we run less
Hazards, as well as have less Trouble.
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FIsH.

What you say is very true, and we should be in the same Condition.

BUT.

I am glad here is something found out at last, that a Fishmonger and Butcher can
agree in. But to begin to talk seriously, as perhaps it would be convenient for
Christians not to be ty’d up to so many Ceremonies, especially to such as make but
very little to true Religion, not to say that make against it; so I have no Mind to
vindicate those Persons, who reject and set light by all human Ordinances; nay, such
as often do many Things, because they are forbid to do them. Yet I can’t but admire at
the absurd Notions of Mankind in many Things.

FISH.

Nor can I help wondring at them neither.

BuUT.

We are for confounding Heaven and Earth together, if we do but suspect any Danger
of lessening the Authority of Priests, as to their Impositions; and are all asleep when
we are under imminent Danger of attributing so much to the Authority of Man, that
the Authority of God suffers by it. So we avoid one Evil, and fall into another far
more pernicious. That there is Honour due to Bishops no Body denies, especially if
they act agreeably to what they talk. But it is a wicked Thing to transfer the Honour
due to God alone, upon Men; and in doing too much Honour to Men, to do too little to
God. God is to be honoured and reverenced in our Neighbour; but, however, we ought
to take Care at the same Time that God, by this Means, be not robbed of his Honour.

FIsH.

We see a great many Men lay so much Stress upon corporal Ceremonies, that relying
upon them they neglect Matters of real Religion, arrogating that to their own Merits,
p. 78 which ought to be attributed to the divine Bounty; and there taking up their
Station, where they should begin to ascend to greater Perfection, and reviling their
Neighbour for those Things that in themselves are neither good nor bad.

BUT.

And when in the same Matter there are two Things, one better than the other, we
commonly chuse the worst of them. The Body, and those Things that belong to the
Body, are every where made more Account of than those of the Mind. And it is
accounted a great Crime to kill a Man, and indeed it is so; but to corrupt Mens Minds
with poisonous Doctrine and pernicious Principles, is made a Jest on. If a Priest lets
his Hair grow, or wears a Lay Habit, he is thrown into Prison and severely punished;
but if he sits tippling in a Bawdy-House with Whores, games, or debauches other
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Mens Wives, and never takes a Bible in his Hand, he is still a Pillar of the Church.
Not that I excuse the wearing a Lay Habit, but I accuse the Absurdity of Mens
Notions.

FIsH.

Nay, if he shall neglect to say his Prayers at stated Hours, he must be
excommunicated; but if he be an Usurer, or guilty of Simony, he goes Scot-free.

BuUT.

If any Body sees a Carthusian in a Dress not of the Order, or eating Flesh, how does
he curse him, tremble at the Sight, and fall into a Fright, lest the Earth should open
and swallow up him for wearing, and himself for beholding it? But let the same
Person see him drunk as a Lord, reviling his Neighbour with notorious Lyes,
imposing upon his poor Neighbour with manifest Frauds, he is not at all shock’d at
that.

FIsH.

So if any one sees a Franciscan with a Girdle without Knots, or an Augustin girt with
a Woollen one instead of a Leather one, or a Carmelite without one, or a Rhodian
with one, or a Franciscan with whole Shoes on his Feet, or a Cruciferian with Half-
Shoes on; will he not set the whole Town into an Uproar?

BUT.

There were lately in our Neighbourhood two Women, whom one would take for
Persons of Prudence, and p. 79 the one miscarried, and the other fell into a Fit on
seeing a Canon, who was a President of the Nuns in a Cloister not far distant, appear
out of Doors, without a Surplice under his Gown: But the same Women have
frequently seen these Sort of Cattle junketting, singing and dancing, to say no more;
and their Stomachs never so much as heav’d at it.

FISH.

Perhaps some Allowance ought to be made for the Sex. But I suppose you know
Polythrescus: He was dangerously ill, his Distemper was a Consumption: The
Physicians for a long Time had persuaded him to eat Eggs and Milk-Meats, but to no
Purpose: The Bishop exhorted him to do the like; but he being a Man of Learning, and
a Batchelor in Divinity, seem’d to resolve rather to die, than to take the Advice of
either of these Physicians. At last the Doctors, and his Friends together, contriv’d to
put the Cheat upon him, making him a Potion of Eggs and Goats Milk, telling him it
was Juice of Almonds. This he took very freely, and for several Days together
mended upon it, till a certain Maid told him the Trick, upon which he fell to vomiting
of it up again. But the very same Man that was so superstitious in relation to Milk,
had so little Religion in him, that he forswore a Sum of Money that he owed me.
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Having gotten before an Opportunity to tear the Note of his Hand that he had given
me, he forswore it, and I was obliged to sit down with the Loss. But he took not the
Oath with so much Difficulty, but that he seem’d to wish he had such Complaints
made against him every Day. What can be more perverse than such a Spirit? He
sinned against the Mind of the Church, in not obeying the Priest and the Doctors: But
he whose Stomach was so weak in relation to Milk, had a Conscience strong enough
as to Perjury.

BuUT.

This Story brings to my Mind what I heard from a Dominican in a full Auditory, who
upon Easter-Eve was setting out the Death of Christ, that he might temper the
Melancholiness of his Subject, by the Pleasantness of the Story. A certain young Man
had got a Nun with Child, and her great Belly discover’d her Fault: A Jury of Nuns p.
80 were impannell’d, and the Lady Abbess sat Judge of the Court. Evidence was
given against her; the Fact was too plain to admit of a Denial; she was obliged to
plead the Unavoidableness of the Crime, and defended the Fact upon that
Consideration; also transferring the Blame to another, having Recourse to the Status
Qualitatis, or if you will rather have it so, the Status Translationis. 1 was overcome,
says she, by one that was too strong for me. Says the Abbess, then you should have
cry’d out. So I would, says the Prisoner, had it not been a Crime to make a Noise in
the Dormitory. Whether this be a Fable or not, it must be confest, there are a great
many foolisher Things than this done. But now I will tell you what I have seen with
my own Eyes. The Man’s Name, and Place where he lives, shall be concealed. There
was a Cousin of mine, a Prior that was next in Degree to the Abbot of the Benedictine
Order, but of that Sort that don’t eat Flesh, unless it were out of the Place they call the
great Refectory; he was accounted a learned Man, and he was desirous to be so
accounted, about fifty Years of Age: it was his daily Practice to drink freely, and live
merrily; and once every twelve Days to go to the Hot-Houses, to sweat out the
Diseases of his Reins.

FISH.

Had he wherewithal to live at that Rate?

BUT.

About six hundred Florins a Year.

FisH.

Such a Poverty I myself would wish for.

BUT.

In short, with drinking and whoring he had brought himself into a Consumption. The
Doctors had given him over; the Abbot order’d him to eat Flesh, adding that terrible
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Sentence, Upon Pain of Disobedience, but he, tho’ at the Point of Death, could scarce
be brought to taste Flesh, tho’ for many Years he had had no Aversion to Flesh.

FIsH.

A Prior and an Abbot well match’d! I guess who they are, for I remember I have
heard the same Story from their own Mouths.

BuUT.

Guess.

FIsH.

Is not the Abbot a lusty fat Man, that has a stammering in his Speech; and the Prior a
little Man, but straitbodied and long-visag’d?

BUT.

You have guess’d right.

FISH.

Well, now I’ll make you Amends; I’ll tell you what I saw with my own Eyes but
t’other Day; and what I was not only present at, but was in a Manner the chief Actor.
There were two Nuns that went to pay a Visit to some of their Kinsfolks; and when
they came to the Place, their Man-Servant had left behind him their Prayer-Book,
which was according to the Custom of the Order and Place where they liv’d. Good
God! What a vexatious Thing that was! They did not dare to go to Supper before they
had said their Vespers, nor could they read in any Book but their own; and at the same
Time all the Company was in great Haste to go to Supper: the Servant runs back, and
late at Night brings the Book; and by that Time they had said their Prayers, and got to
Supper, ’twas ten 0’Clock at Night.

BUT.

That is not much to be found Fault with hitherto.

FIsH.

You have heard but one Part of the Story yet. At Supper the Nuns begin to grow
merry with Wine; they laugh’d, and jok’d, and kiss’d, and not over-modestly neither,
till you could hardly hear what was said for the Noise they made; but no Body used
more Freedom than those two Virgins that would not go to Supper before they had
said their Prayers. After Supper there was dancing, singing of lascivious Songs, and
such Doings I am asham’d to speak of; insomuch that I am much afraid that Night
hardly pass’d very honestly; if it did, the wanton Plays, Nods and Kisses deceived me.
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BUT.

I don’t blame the Nuns for this, so much as the Priests that look after them; but, come
on, I’ll give you Story for Story, or rather a History that I myself was an Eye-Witness
of. A little While since there were some Persons sent to Prison for baking Bread on a
Sunday, tho’ at the same Time they wanted it. Indeed, I do not blame the Deed, but I
do the Punishment. A little after, being Palm-Sunday, 1 had Occasion to go to the next
Street, and being there about four 0’Clock in the Afternoon, I saw a Sight, I can’t well
tell whether I shall call it ridiculous or wretched: p. 82 I scarce believe any
Bacchanals ever had so much Lewdness in them; some were so drunk they reel’d to
and fro, like a Ship toss’d by the Waves, being without a Rudder; others were
supporting one so drunk he could not go, and hardly able to stand themselves; others
fell down, and could scarce get up again; some were crowned with Leaves of Oak.

FISH.

Vine-Leaves and Wands would have befitted them better.

BUT.

The Senior of them, acting the Part of Silenus, was carried like a Pack upon Mens
Shoulders, after the Manner they carry a dead Corps, with his Feet foremost, but with
his Face downwards, lest he should be chok’d with his own Vomit, vomiting
plentifully down the Heels of those that carry’d hindmost; and as to the Bearers, there
was not a sober Man amongst ’em; they went along laughing, but after such a
Manner, that you might perceive they had lost their Senses. In short, they were all
mad; and in this Pickle they made a Cavalcade into the City in the Day-Time.

FISH.

How came they to be all so mad?

BuUT.

Y ou must know, in the next Town, there was Wine sold something cheaper than in the
City, so a Parcel of boon Companions went thither, that they might attain the greater
Degree of Madness for the lesser Sum of Money; but tho’, indeed, they did spend the
less Money, they got the more Madness. If these Men had but tasted an Egg, they
would have been haul’d to Prison as if they had committed Paricide; when, besides
their neglecting divine Service, and Evening Prayers upon so sacred a Day, so much
Intemperance was not only committed with Impunity, but no Body seem’d to be so
much as displeas’d at it.

FIsH.

But that you may not wonder so much at that, in the Midst of the Cities, and in
Alehouses next to the Churches, upon the most solemn Holidays, there was drinking,
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singing, dancing, fighting, with such a Noise and Tumult, that divine Service could
not be perform’d, nor one Word heard that the Parson said. But if the same Men had
set a Stitch in a p. 83 Shoe, or eat Pork on a Friday, they would have been severely
handled; tho’ the Lord’s Day was instituted chiefly for this End, that they might be at
Leisure to attend to the Doctrine of the Gospel; and therefore it was forbid to mend
Shoes, that they might have Leisure to trim their Souls. But is not this a strange
perverting of Judgment?

BuUT.

A prodigious one. Whereas there are two Things in the ordering a Fast, the one
Abstinence from Meat, and the other the Choice of it; there is scarce any Body
ignorant, that the first is either a divine Command, or very near it; but the other not
only human, but also in a Manner opposite to the Apostles real Doctrine; however we
excuse it, nevertheless by a preposterous Judgment in common, it is no Crime to eat a
Supper, but to taste a Bit of Meat that is forbidden by Man, but permitted by God, and
also by the Apostles, this is a capital Crime. Fasts, tho’ it is not certain they were
commanded by the Apostles, yet they are recommended in their Examples and
Epistles. But the forbidding the eating of Meats, that God has made to be eaten with
Thanksgiving, if we were to defend that before St. Paul, as a Judge, to what Shifts
should we be driven? And yet, almost all the World over, Men eat plentifully, and no
Body is offended at it; but if a sick Man taste a Bit of a Chicken, the whole Christian
Religion is in Danger. In England the common People have a Supper every other Day,
in Lent Time, and no Body wonders at it; but if a Man, at Death’s Door in a Fever,
should sup a little Chicken Broth, it is accounted a Crime worse than Sacrilege.
Among the same Persons in Lent Time, than which there is nothing of greater
Antiquity, nor more religiously observ’d among Christians, as I have said before, they
sup without any Penalty; but if you shall attempt to do the same, after Lent is over, on
a Friday, no Body will bear it; if you ask the Reason of it, they’ll tell you ’tis the
Custom of the Country. They curse a Man who does not observe the Custom of the
Country, and yet they forgive themselves the Neglect of the antient Custom of the
universal Church.

FISH.

He is not to be approved, that without Cause neglects the Custom of the Country
wherein he lives.

BUT.

No more do I blame them that divide Lent between God and their Bellies; but I find
Fault with preposterous Censuring in Matters.

FisH.

Tho’ the Lord’s Day was instituted in an especial Manner, that Persons might meet
together to hear the Gospel preach’d; he that does not hear Mass, is look’d upon as an
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abominable Sinner; but he that neglects to hear a Sermon, and plays at Ball in the
Time, is innocent.

BuUT.

What a mighty Crime is it accounted for any one to receive the Sacrament, not having
first wash’d his Mouth! when, at the same Time, they do not stick to take it with an
unpurified Mind, defiled with vile Affections.

FISH.

How many Priests are there, that would die before they would participate the
Sacrament in a Chalice and Charger, that has not been consecrated by a Bishop, or in
their every-Day Clothes? But among them all that are thus nice, how many do we see
that are not at all afraid to come to the Lord’s Table, drunk with the last Night’s
Debauch? How fearful are they, lest they should touch the Wafer with that Part of the
Hand that has not been dipp’d in consecrated Oil? Why are they not as religious in
taking Care that an unhallow’d Mind does not offend the Lord himself?

BUT.

We won’t so much as touch a consecrated Vessel, and think we have been guilty of a
heinous Offence, if we shall chance so to do; and yet in the mean Time, how
unconcern’d are we, while we violate the living Temples of the Holy Spirit?

FisH.

Human Constitutions require that no Bastard, lame, or one that hath but one Eye, be
admitted to any sacred Function; how nice are we as to this Point? But in the mean
Time, Unlearned, Gamesters, Drunkards, Soldiers, and Murderers, are admitted every
where. They tell us, that the Diseases of the Mind lie not open to our View: I don’t
speak of those Things that are hidden, but of such as are more plain to be seen than
the Deformity of the Body.

There are Bishops likewise, that have nothing, as to their Function to value
themselves upon, but some sordid Accomplishments. The Gift of Preaching, which is
the chief Dignity of a Bishop, this they make to give Place to every sordid Thing;
which they would never do, unless they were possess’d with a preposterous Judgment.

FISH.

He that shall profane a Holy-Day instituted by a Bishop, is hurried away to
Punishment: but some great Men setting at Nought the Constitution of Popes and
Councils, and all their Thunderbolts, who hinder Canonical Elections, ravage the
Church-Lands, not sparing Alms-Houses and Hospitals, erected by the Alms of pious
Persons for the Succour of the Old, Sick, and Needy, think themselves Christians
good enough, if they do but wreak their ill Temper upon Persons that offend in trivial
Matters.
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BUT.

But we had better let great Men alone, and talk about Salt-Fish and Flesh.

FISH.

I agree with you: Let us return to Fasts and Fish. I have heard say that the Pope’s
Laws do by Name except Boys, old Men, and sick and weak Persons, such as work
hard, Women with Child, sucking Children, and very poor People.

BUT.

I have often heard the same.

FISH.

I have also heard a very great Divine, I think his Name is Gerson, say further, if there
be any other Case of equal Weight with those which the Pope’s Laws except by
Name, the Force of the Precept gives Way in like Manner. For there are peculiar
Habits of Body which render the Want of some Things more material than an evident
Disease; and there are Distempers that do not appear that are more dangerous than
those that do: therefore he that is acquainted with his own Constitution, has no Need
to consult a Priest; even as Infants do not, because their Circumstances exempt them
from the Law. And therefore they that oblige Boys, or very old Men, or Persons
otherwise weak, to fast, or to eat Fish, commit a double Sin: First, against Brotherly
Charity: And secondly, against the very Intention of the Pope, who would not involve
them in a Law, the Observation of which would be pernicious to them. Whatsoever
Christ has ordered, he has ordained for the Health of Body and Mind both; neither
does any Pope claim to himself such a Power, as by any Constitution of his, to bring
any Person into Danger of Life: As, suppose that any Person by not eating in the
Evening, should not rest at Night, and so for Want of Sleep be in Danger of growing
light-headed, he is a Murderer, both against the Sense of the Church, and the Will of
God. Princes, as oft as it suits with their Conveniency, publish an Edict threatning
with a capital Punishment: How far their Power extends I will not determine; but this
I will venture to say, they would act more safely, if they did not inflict Death for any
other Causes, than such as are express’d in the Holy Scriptures. In Things Blame-
worthy, the Lord dehorts from going to the Extremity of the Limits, as in the Case of
Perjury, forbidding to swear at all; in Murder, forbidding to be angry; we by a human
Constitution force Persons upon the extreme Crime of Homicide, which we call
Necessity. Nay, as oft as a probable Cause appears, it is a Duty of Charity, of our own
Accord, to exhort our Neighbour to those Things that the Weakness of his Body
requires: And if there be no apparent Cause, yet it is the Duty of Christian Charity
kindly to suppose it may be done with a good Intention, unless it carries along with it
a manifest Contempt of the Church. A profane Magistrate very justly punishes those
that eat contumaciously and seditiously; but what every one shall eat in his own
House, is rather the Business of a Physician than a Magistrate: Upon which Account,
if any Person shall be so wicked as to cause any Disorder; they are guilty of Sedition,
and not the Person that consults his own Health, and breaks no Law, neither of God
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nor Man. In this the Authority of the Pope is misapplied; ’tis absurd to pretend the
Authority of Popes in this Case, who are Persons of so much Humanity, that if they
did but know a good Reason for it, they would of their own Accord invite them to
those Things that are for their Health, and defend them by Dispensations against the
Slanders of all Persons. And besides, throughout /taly, they permit Flesh to be sold in
certain Markets, for the Sake of the Health of such Persons as are not comprehended
in that Law. Besides, I have heard Divines that have not been precise in their
Sermons, say, Don’t be afraid at Supper-Time to eat a Piece of Bread, or drink a Pint
of Wine or Ale, to support the Weakness of the Body. If they take upon them the
Authority of indulging, so that they will indulge a small Supper to those that are in
Health, and that contrary to the Ordinance of the Church, which requires Fasting; may
they not permit not only a small Supper, but a pretty hearty one, to such Persons
whose Weakness requires it, and the Popes themselves expressly declare that they
approve it? If any one treats his Body with Severity, it may be called Zeal, for every
one knows his own Constitution best; but where is the Piety and the Charity of those
Persons that reduce a weak Brother, wherein the Spirit is willing, but the Flesh weak,
even to Death’s Door, or bringing him into a Disease worse than Death itself, against
the Law of Nature, the Law of God, and the Sense and Meaning of the Law of the
Pope himself?

BuUT.

What you mention brings to my Mind what I saw myself about two Years since: I
believe you know Eros an old Man, about sixty Years of Age, a Man of a very weakly
Constitution, who by a lingering Illness, acute Diseases, and hard Studies, even
enough to kill a Horse, was brought to Death’s Door. This Man by some occult
Quality in Nature, had, from a Child, a great Aversion to eating Fish, and an Inability
to endure Fasting, so that he never attempted them without imminent Hazard of his
Life, at last obtain’d a Dispensation from the Pope to defend him against the
malevolent Tongues of some Pharisaical Spirits. He not long ago, upon the Invitation
of Friends, goes to the City Eleutheropolis, a City not at all like its Name: it was then
Lent-Time, and a Day or two were devoted to the Enjoyment of his Friends, in the
mean Time Fish was the common Diet; but he, lest he gave Offence to any Person,
tho’ he had his Necessity to justify him, as well as the Pope’s Dispensation to bear
him out, eat Fish. He perceived his old Distemper coming upon him, which was worse
than Death itself; so he prepares to take his Leave of his Friends, and go Home; being
necessitated so to do, unless he would lie sick there. Some there suspecting that he
was in such Haste to go, because he could not bear to eat Fish, got Glaucoplutus, a
very learned Man, and a chief Magistrate in that Province, to invite him to Breakfast.
Eros being quite tir’d with Company, which he could not avoid in a publick Inn,
consented to go, but upon this Condition, that he should make no Provision, but a
Couple of Eggs, which he would eat standing, and immediately take Horse and be
gone. He was promis’d it should be as he desir’d; but when he comes, there was a
Fowl provided: Eros taking it ill, tasted nothing but the Eggs, and rising from Table,
took Horse, some learned Men bearing him Company Part of the Way. But however it
came about, the Smell of the Fowl got into the Noses of some Sycophants, and there
was as great a Noise in the City, as if ten Men had been murder’d; nor was the Noise
confin’d there, but was carried to other Places two Days Journey off, and, as is usual,
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still gain’d by carrying; adding, that if Eros had not got away, he had been carried
before the Justice, which tho’ that was false, yet true it was, that Glaucoplutus was
obliged to give the Magistrate Satisfaction. But now considering the Circumstances of
Eros, had he eat Flesh in publick, who could justly have been offended at it? And yet
in the same City all Lent-Time, but especially on Holidays, they drink till they are
mad, baul, dance, fight, play at Dice at the Church-Door, so that you can’t hear what
the Parson says when he is preaching; and this is no Offence.

FIsH.

A wonderful Perversity of Judgment!

BuUT.

I’1l tell you another Story not much unlike this: It is now almost two Years since the
same Eros went for the Sake of his Health to Ferventia, and I out of Civility bore him
Company. He went to an old Friend’s House, who had given him frequent Invitations
by Letters: He was a great Man, and one of the Pillars of the Church. When they came
to eating of Fish, Eros began to be in his old Condition; a whole Troop of Distempers
were coming upon him, a Fever, severe Head-Ache, Vomiting, and the Stone. His
Landlord, tho’ he saw his Friend in this Danger, did not dare to give him a Bit of
Flesh-Meat; but why? he saw a great many Reasons that he might do it; he saw
likewise the Pope’s Licence: but he was afraid of publick Censure; and the Disease
had grown so far upon him, that then it was in Vain to give it him.

FIsH.

What did Eros do? I know the Man’s Temper, he’d sooner die than be injurious to his
Friend.

BUT.

He shut himself up in a Chamber, and lived three Days after his own Manner; his
Dinner was one Egg, and his Drink Water and Sugar boil’d. As soon as his Fever was
abated he took Horse, carrying Provision along with him.

FISH.

What was it?

BUT.

Almond-Milk in a Bottle, and dry’d Grapes in his Portmanteau. When he came Home,
the Stone seiz’d him, and he lay by for a whole Month. But for all this, after he was
gone, there was a very hot, but a false Report of eating Flesh follow’d him, which
reach’d as far as Paris, and a great many notorious Lyes told about it. What Remedy
do you think proper for such Offences?
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FIsH.

I would have every Body empty their Chamber-Pots upon their Heads, and if they
happen to meet them in the Street, to stop their Noses while they go by them, that they
may be brought to a Sense of their Madness.

BUT.

I think truly the Divines ought to write sharply against such Pharisaical Impiety. But
what is your Opinion of his Landlord?

FISH.

He seems to me a very prudent Man, who knows from what frivolous Causes the
People excite such dismal Tragedies.

BuUT.

This may indeed be the Effect of Prudence, and we p. 90 may interpret the good
Man’s Timorousness as favourably as may be; but how many are there, who in the
like Case suffer their Brother to die, and pretend a Cautiousness to act against the
Usage of the Church, and to the Offence of the People; but have no Fear upon them of
acting to the Offence of the People, in living a Life publickly scandalous, in Rioting,
Whoring, Luxury, and Idleness, in the highest Contempt of Religion, in Rapine,
Simony, and Cheating?

FIsH.

There are too many such; that which they call Piety, is nothing but a barbarous and
impious Cruelty. But yet methinks they seem to be more cruel, who do not leave a
Man in Danger occasionally, but invent Dangers for him, and force many into them as
into a Trap, into manifest Danger of both Body and Soul, especially having no
Authority for it.

BUT.

I wait to hear what you have to say.

FISH.

About thirty Years ago I liv’d at Paris, in the College call’d Vinegar-College.

BUT.

That’s a Name of Wisdom: But what say you? Did a Salt-Fishmonger dwell in that

sour College? No wonder then, he is so acute a Disputant in Questions in Divinity;
for, as I hear, the very Walls there teach Divinity.
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FIsH.

You say very right; but as for me, I brought nothing out of it but my Body full of
gross Humours, and my Clothes full of Lice. But to go on as I began: At that Time
one John Standoneus was President, a Man whose Temper you would not mislike,
and whose Qualifications you would covet; for as I remember, in his Youth, when he
was very poor himself, he was very charitable, and that is much to be commended;
and if he had still supply’d the Necessities of young Persons, as he found them
Materials for going on with their Studies, he would not have had so much Money to
have spent lavishly, but would have done Praise-worthily: But what with lying hard,
by bad and spare Diet, late and hard Studies, within one Year’s Space, of many young
Men of a good Genius, and very hopeful, some he kill’d, others he blinded, others he
made run distracted, and others he brought into the Leprosy, some of whom I know
very well; and in short, not one of them but what was in Danger by him. Was not this
Cruelty against one’s Neighbour? Neither did this content him, but adding a Cloke
and Cowl, he took away the eating of Flesh altogether, and transplanted such Plants as
those into far distant Countries: So that if every one should give themselves such a
Liberty as he did himself, their Followers would over-spread the whole Face of the
Earth. If Monasteries had their Rise from such Beginnings as these, what Danger are
not only Popes, but Kings themselves in? It is a pious Thing to glory in the
Conversion of a Neighbour to Piety; but to seek for Glory in a Dress or Diet, is
Pharisaical. To supply the Want of a Neighbour, is a Part of Piety; to take Care that
the Liberality of good Men be not converted to Luxury, is Discipline; but to drive a
Brother into Distempers, Madness, and Death, is Cruelty, is murdering him. The
Intention of Murder may, indeed, be wanting, but Murder it is. Perhaps some will say,
no Body forces them into this Kind of Life; they come into it voluntary, they beg to be
admitted, and they are at Liberty to go away when they are weary of it; but this is a
cruel Answer. Is it to be thought, that young Men can tell better what is good for
them, than Men of Learning, Experience, and Age? A Man might thus excuse himself
to a Wolf, that had drawn him into a Trap, when he was almost famish’d with Hunger.
But can he that sets unwholesome and poisonous Food before a Man that is ready to
gnaw his Flesh for Hunger, so excuse himself to him when he is perishing, by saying,
No Body forc’d you to eat it, you devour’d what was set before you willingly and
eagerly? May he not justly answer him, You have not given me Food, but Poison?
Necessity is very prevalent, Hunger is very sharp; therefore let them forbear to use
these plausible Excuses, that they were, indeed, at Liberty to let it alone. But
whosoever uses such Engines, uses Force. Neither did this Cruelty only destroy mean
Persons, but many Gentlemens Sons too, and spoil’d many a hopeful Genius. It is,
indeed, the Part of a Father, to hold in Youth that is apt to grow lascivious, by
Restraint. But in the very Depth of Winter, here’s a Morsel of Bread given them when
they ask for their Commons; and as for their Drink, they must draw that out of a Well
that gives bad Water, unwholesome of itself, if it were not made the worse by the
Coldness of the Morning: I have known many that were brought to such an ill State of
Health, that they have never got over it to this Day. There were Chambers on a
Ground-Floor, and rotten Plaister, they stood near a stinking House of Office, in
which none ever dwelt, but he either got his Death, or some grievous Distemper. |
shall say nothing of the unmerciful Whippings, even of innocent Persons. This they
say is to break their Fierceness, for so they call a sprightly Genius; and therefore, they
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thus cow their Spirits, to make them more humble in the Monasteries: Nor shall I take
Notice how many rotten Eggs were eaten; nor how much sour Wine was drank.
Perhaps these Things may be mended now; but however, ’tis too late for those that are
dead already, or carry about an infected Carcass. Nor do I mention these Things
because I have any ill Will to the College, but I thought it worth While to give this
Monition, lest human Severity should mar inexperienc’d and tender Age, under the
Pretence of Religion. How much Civility, or true Piety, may be taught there at
present, I don’t determine. If I could but see that those that put on a Cowl, put off
Naughtiness, I should exhort every Body to wear one. But besides, the Spirit of a
vigorous Age is not to be cow’d for this Sort of Life; but the Mind is to be form’d for
Piety. I can scarce enter into a Carthusian Monastery, but I find some Fools and some
Madmen among them. But it is Time now, after so long a Digression, to return to our
first Proposition.

BuUT.

We lose nothing by the Digression, as long as we have talked to the Purpose; but,
perhaps, you have something further to add concerning human Constitutions.

FISH.

In my Mind, he does by no Means observe a human Constitution, who neglects to do
what he aim’d at that ordain’d it. He that upon Holy-Days forbears working, and does
not employ them in divine Duties, profanes the Day, by neglecting to do that for
which End it was appointed; therefore is one good Work forbidden that a better may
be done. But now, as for those that leave their secular Employ, to go to Junketting,
Whoring, and Drinking, Fighting and Gaming, they are guilty of a double Profanation
of it.

BUT.

It is my Opinion, that the Task of saying Prayers was imposed upon Priests and
Monks for this Purpose, that by this Exercise they might accustom themselves to lift
up their Hearts to God: and yet he that neglects saying his Prayers, is in Danger to be
punished; but he that only mumbles over the Words with his Mouth, and does not
regard the Meaning of ’em, nay, nor take Pains so much as to learn the Language they
are written in, without which he can’t tell what the Sound meaneth, is accounted a
good Man by others, and he thinks himself such.

FisH.

I know a great many Priests that look upon it a heinous Sin to omit any Part of their
Prayers, or by Mistake to have said concerning the Virgin Mary, when they should
have said concerning St. Paul. But the same Persons count it no Crime to game,
whore, and drink, tho’ these Things are forbidden both by the Law of God and Man.
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BUT.

Nay, I myself have known a great many, that would sooner die than be persuaded to
take the Sacrament after they had chanc’d to taste a Bit of Food, or let a Drop of
Water go down their Throat while they were washing their Mouths; yet the same
Persons will own, that they have so much Malice against some, that, if they had an
Opportunity, they would kill them; nor are they afraid with this Temper of Mind to
approach the Lord’s Table.

FISH.

That they take the Sacrament fasting, is a human Ordinance; but that they lay aside
Wrath before they come to the Lord’s Table, is a Command of the Lord himself.

BUT.

But then again, how preposterously do we judge concerning Perjury! He is accounted
an infamous Person, who swears he has paid a Debt, when it is proved he has not. But
Perjury is not charged upon a Priest, who publickly lives unchastly, tho’ he publickly

profess a Life of Chastity.

FISH.

Why don’t you tell this to the Bishops Vicars, who swear before the Altar, that they
have found all that they present to be entred into holy Orders, to be fit Persons in Age,
Learning and Manners; when for the most Part there are scarce two or three that are
tolerable, and most of them scarce fit to follow the Plow?

BuUT.

He is punish’d that being provok’d, swears in a Passion; but they that forswear
themselves every three Words they speak, escape Scot-free.

FIsH.

But they don’t swear from their Hearts.

BuUT.
By the same colourable Pretence you may vindicate a Man that kills another, saying,
he did not do it in his Heart. Perjury is not lawful either in Jest or Earnest; and it

would make the Crime the greater to kill a Man in Jest.

FisH.

What if we should weigh the Oaths Princes take at their Coronation in the same
Scale?
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BUT.

These Things, tho’ indeed they are very serious Matters, being done customarily, are
not accounted Perjuries. There is the same Complaint concerning Vows. The Vow of
Matrimony is without Doubt of divine Right; yet it is dissolved by entring into a
monastick Life of Man’s Invention. And tho’ there is no Vow more religious than that
of Baptism, yet he that changes his Habit, or his Place, is sought after, apprehended,
confin’d, and sometimes put to Death for the Honour of the Order, as tho’ he had
murder’d his Father; but those whose Lives are diametrically repugnant to their
Baptismal Vows, in that they serve Mammon, their Bellies, and the Pomps of this
World, are in mighty Esteem, are never charged with breaking their Vow, nor
upbraided, nor call’d Apostates; but are reckon’d good Christians.

BUT.

The common People have the like Esteem of good and bad Deeds, and the Safeguard
of Virtue: What a scandal is it for a Maid to be overcome? But a lying, slanderous
Tongue, and a malicious, envious Mind, are greater Crimes; and where is it that a
small Theft is not punish’d more severely than Adultery. No Body will willingly keep
him Company that has been accused of Theft; But it is accounted a Piece of Honour,
to hold a Familiarity with such as are drench’d in Adultery. No Body will deign to
marry a Daughter to a Hangman who executes the Law for a Livelihood, and a Judge
does the same; but they have no Aversion at all to the affinity of a Soldier, who has
run away from his Parents, and listed himself a Soldier for Hire, and is defil’d with all
the Rapes, Thefts, Sacrileges, Murders, and other Crimes, that used to be committed
in their Marches, Camps, and Retreats; this may be taken for a Son in Law, and tho’
he be worse than any Hangman, a Maid may love him dearly, and account him a
noble Personage. He that steals a little Money must be hang’d; but they that cheat the
Publick of their Money, and impoverish Thousands by Monopolies, Extortions, and
Tricking and Cheating, are held in great Esteem.

FISH.

They that poison one Person, are hang’d for it; but they that poison a whole Nation
with infectious Provisions go unpunish’d.

BuUT.

I know some Monks so superstitious, that they think themselves in the Jaws of the
Devil, if by chance they are without their sacred Vestments; but they are not at all
afraid of his Claws, while they are lying, slandering, drunkening, and acting
maliciously.

FIsH.

There are a great many such to be seen among private Persons, that can’t think their
House safe from evil Spirits, unless they have holy Water, holy Leaves, and Wax
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Tapers; but they are not afraid of ’em because God is so often offended in them, and
the Devil served in them.

BuUT.

How many are there, who put more trust in the Safeguard of the Virgin Mary, or St.
Christopher, than of Christ himself? They worship the Mother with Images, Candles,
and Songs; and offend Christ heinously by their impious p. 96 Living. A Mariner
when in a Storm is more ready to invoke the Mother of Christ or St. Christopher, or
some one or other of the Saints, than Christ himself. And they think they have made
the Virgin their Friend, by singing her in the Evening the little Song, Salve Regina,
tho’ they don’t know what it is they do sing; when they have more Reason to be
afraid, that the Virgin should think they jeer her by their so singing, when the whole
Day, and great Part of the Night is spent in obscene Discourses, Drunkenness, and
such Doings as are not fit to be mentioned.

FISH.

Ay; and so a Soldier, when he’s about any dangerous Enterprise, is more ready to
remember George, or Barbara, than Christ. And tho’ there is no Reverence more
acceptable to the Saints, than the Imitation of their Deeds, by which they have
approv’d themselves to Christ, that is despis’d as much as can be; and we fancy that
St. Anthony is mightily attach’d to us, if we keep some Hogs consecrated to him, and
have him painted upon Doors and Walls with his Hog, his Fire, and his Bell; and
never fear that which is more to be dreaded, lest he should look with an evil Eye upon
those Houses, where those Wickednesses reign, that the holy Man always abhorred.
Do we say over Rosaries and Salutations to the holy Virgin? we should rather recount
to her the Humiliation of our Pride, the repressing our Lusts, the forgiving of Injuries.
The Mother of Christ takes more Delight in such Songs as these, and these are the
Offices that oblige them both.

BUT.

A Man that is sick is more ready to remember St. Rochus or Dionysius, than Christ,
the only Health of Mankind; and more than that, they that from the Pulpit interpret the
holy Scriptures, which none, without the Assistance of the Spirit, can rightly
understand, or profitably teach; they chuse rather to invoke the Aid of the Virgin
Mary, than of Christ or his Spirit. And he’s suspected for a Heretick, that dares to
mutter against this Custom which they call laudable. But the Custom of the antient
Fathers was much more laudable, such as Origen, Basil, Chrysostom, Cyprian,
Ambrose, Jerom, and Austin used, who often invoked Christ’s Spirit, but never
implored the Aid of the Virgin: But they are not at all displeased at them, who have
presumed to alter so holy a Custom, taken from the Doctrine of Christ and the
Apostles, and the Examples of holy Fathers.
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FIsH.

A great many Monks are guilty of such like Errors, who persuade themselves that St.
Benedict is mightily attach’d to them, if they wear his Cowl and Cloke; tho’ I don’t
believe he ever wore one so full of Folds, and that cost so much Money; and they are
not afraid of his Anger, in that they do not imitate him in his Life at all.

BUT.

He is a very good Son of St. Francis, who does not disdain to wear an Ash-colour’d
Habit, and a Canvas Girdle; but compare their Lives, and nothing can be more
disagreeable: I speak of a great many, but not of all. And this may be carried thro’ all
Orders and Professions. A preposterous Confidence springs from an erroneous
Judgment, and from them both, preposterous Scandals. Let but a Franciscan go out of
Doors with a Leather Girdle, if he has chanc’d to lose his Rope; or an Augustine with
a Woollen one, or one that uses to wear a Girdle without one; what an Abomination
would it be accounted? What Danger is there, that if some Women should see this,
they would miscarry! And from such Trifles as these, how is brotherly Charity broke
in upon! what bitter Envyings, how virulent Slanderings! The Lord exclaims against
these in the Gospel, and so does Paul/ vehemently, and so ought Divines and
Preachers to do.

FISH.

Indeed they ought to do so; but there are a great many among them, whose Interest it
is to have People, Princes, and Bishops, such as they are themselves. And there are
others again, that have no more Sense, as to these Things, than the People themselves;
or if they do know better, they dissemble it, consulting their own Bellies, rather than
the Interest of Jesus Christ. And hence it comes to pass, that the People being every
where corrupted with erroneous Judgments, are secure where there is Danger, and p.
98 fearful where there is none; can sit down satisfied where they should proceed, and
go forward when they should return. And if a Man attempt to bring any one off from
these erroneous Principles, presently they cry out Sedition; as tho’ it were Sedition for
any one, with better Remedies, to endeavour to correct a vitious Habit of Body, which
an ignorant Pretender to Physick has for a long Time nourished, and almost brought it
to be natural. But ’tis Time to leave off these Complaints, for there is no End of them.
And if the People should hear what Discourse we have, we are in Danger to have a
new Proverb raised upon us, That a Salt-Fishmonger and a Butcher trouble their
Heads about such Things.

BuUT.

If they did, I would return this Proverb upon them, Seepe etiam est olitor valde
opportune loquutus. A little while ago I was talking of these Things at the Table, and,
as ill Luck would have it, there sat a ragged, lousy, stern, old, wither’d, white-liver’d
Fellow, he had scarce three Hairs on his Head, and whenever he open’d his Mouth, he
shut his Eyes; they said he was a Divine, and he call’d me a Disciple of Antichrist,
and a great many such like Things.
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FISH.

What did you do then? Did you say nothing?

BUT.

I wish’d him a Dram of sound Judgment in his stinking Brain, if he had any.
FISH.

I should be glad to hear the whole of that Story.

BUT.

So you shall, if you will come and dine with me on Thursday next; you shall have a
Veal-Pye for Dinner, so tender bak’d, that you may suck it thro’ a Quill.

FIsH.

I’1l promise you I will come; if you’ll come and dine with me on Friday, I’'ll convince
you, that we Fishmongers don’t live merely on stinking Salt-Fish.
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The FUNERAL.

The Argument.

p. 99This Colloquy paints out the different Kinds of Deaths in two private Persons,
describing, as in a Picture, the extravagant Expence that those Persons are at, who
put their Confidence in Fictions, more than those that trust in the Mercy of God. In
the Person of George Balearicus, he takes Occasion to rally the foolish Ambition of
rich Men, who extend their Luxury and Pride beyond even Death itself. That the Way
to Death is harder than Death itself. That God would therefore have Death to be
terrible to us, that we might not be ready to contemn Life. That Physicians don’t use
to be present where Persons are dying. Of the Orders of Monks, who play upon the
Folly of rich Men for their own Gain, when it should be their Business especially to
correct it. The Pompousness of the Venetians at Funerals, altho’ it be but that of a
Cobler. Cornelius, a Man truly pious, composes himself for Death after another, and
indeed a more Christian Manner.

MARCOLPHUS, PHZADRUS.
MAR.

Where have you been, Phedrus? What, are you just come out of Trophonius’s Cave?

PH.

What makes you ask me that Question?

MAR.

Because you look so horridly sad, sour, and slovenly; in short, you don’t look at all
like what you are called.

PH.

If they that have been a long Time in a Smith’s Shop, commonly have a Dirty Face,
do you wonder that I that have been so many Days with two Friends that were sick,
dying, and are now buried, should look a little more sad than I used to do, especially
when they were both of them my very dear Friends?

MAR.

Who are they that you talk of?
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PH.

I suppose you know George Balearicus, don’t you?

MAR.

I know him by Name, and that’s all; I never saw his Face.

PH.

I know the other was wholly a Stranger to you; his Name was Cornelius Montius.
They were both of them my particular Friends, and had been so for many Years.

MAR.

It was never my Lot to be by where any one was dying.

PH.

But it has been mine too often, if I might have had my Wish.

MAR.

Well, but is Death so terrible a Thing as they make it?

PH.

The Way to’t is worse than the Thing itself; so that if a Man could free his Mind from
the Terror and Apprehension of it, he would take away the worst Part of it. And, in
short, whatsoever is tormenting, either in Sickness or in Death itself, is render’d much
more easy by Resignation to the Will of God; for, as to the Sense of Death, when the
Soul is departing from the Body, I am of Opinion, they are either wholly insensible, or
the Faculty is become very dull and stupid; because Nature, before it comes to that
Point, lays asleep and stupifies all the sensible Faculties.

MAR.

We are born without Sense of Pain, as to ourselves.

PH.

But we are not born without Pain to our Mother.

MAR.

Why might we not die so? Why would God make Death so full of Pain?
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PH.

He was pleased to make Birth painful and dangerous to the Mother, to make the Child
the dearer to her; and Death formidable to Mankind, to deter them from laying violent
Hands upon themselves; for when we see so many make away themselves, as the
Case stands, what do you think they would do, if Death had no Terror in it? As often
as a Servant, or a Son, is corrected, or a Woman is angry at her Husband, any Thing is
lost, or any Thing goes cross, Men would presently repair to Halters, Swords, Rivers,
Precipices, or Poisons. Now the Bitterness of Death makes us put a greater Value
upon Life, especially since the Dead are out of the Reach of the Doctor. Altho’, as we
are not all born alike, so we do not all die alike; some die suddenly, others pine away
with a languishing Illness; those that are seized with a Lethargy, and such as are stung
by an Asp, are as it were cast into a sound Sleep, and die without any Sense of Pain. |
have made this Observation, that there is no Death so painful, but a Man may bear it
by Resolution.

MAR.

But which of them bore his Death the most like a Christian?

PH.

Why truly, in my Opinion, George died the most like a Man of Honour.
MAR.

Why then, is there any Sense of Ambition, when a Man comes to that Point?

PH.

I never saw two People make such different Ends. If you will give me the Hearing, I’ll
tell you what End each of them made, and you shall judge which of them a Christian
would chuse to make.

MAR.

Give you the Hearing! Nay, I desire you will not think much of the Trouble, for I have
the greatest Mind in the World to hear it.

PH.

Well then, you shall first hear how George died. As soon as ever the certain
Symptoms of Death appeared, the Physicians, who had attended upon him during his
Sickness, saying never a Word of the Despair they had of his Life, demanded their
Fees.
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MAR.

How many Doctors had he?

PH.

Sometimes ten, sometimes twelve, but never under six.

MAR.

Enough in Conscience to have done the Business of a Man in perfect Health.

PH.

As soon as ever they had gotten their Money, they privately hinted to some of his near
Relations, that his Death was near at Hand, and that they should take Care of the
Good of his Soul, for there was no Hope of his Recovery; and this was handsomely
intimated by some of his particular Friends to the sick Man himself, desiring him that
he would commit the Care of his Body to God, and only mind those Things that
related to a happy Exit out of this World. George hearing this, look’d wonderful
sourly at the Physicians, taking it very heinously, that they should leave him now in
his Distress. They told him, that Physicians were but Men, and not Gods, and that
they had done what Art could do, but there was no Physick would avail against Fate;
and so went into the next Chamber.

MAR.

What did they stay for after they were paid?

PH.

They were not yet agreed upon the Distemper; one would have it to be a Dropsy,
another a Tympany, another an Imposthume in the Guts: every Man of them would
have it to be a different Disease; and this Dispute they were very hot upon all the
Time he was sick.

MAR.

The Patient had a blessed Time of it all this While!

PH.

And to decide this Controversy, they desired by his Wife, that the Body might be
opened, which would be for his Honour, being a Thing very usual among Persons of
Quality, and very beneficial to a great many others; and that it would add to the Bulk
of his Merits; and lastly, they promised they would purchase thirty Masses at their
own Charge for the Good of his Soul. It was a hard Matter to bring him to it, but at
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last, by the Importunities and fair Words of his Wife and near Relations, he was
brought to consent to it; and this being done, the Consultation was dissolved; for they
say, it is not convenient that Physicians, whose Business it is to preserve Life, should
be Spectators of their Patient’s Death, or present at their Funerals. By and by
Bernardine was sent for to take his Confession, who is, you know, a very reverend
Man, and Warden of the Franciscans. His Confession was scarce over, but there was
a whole houseful of the four Orders of Begging-Fryars, as they are called.

What! so many Vultures to one Carcass?

PH.

And now the Parish-Priest was called, to give him the Extreme Unction, and the
Sacrament of the Eucharist.

MAR.

That was very religiously done.

PH.

But there had like to have been a very bloody Fray between the Parish-Priest and the
Monks.

MAR.

What, at the sick Man’s Bed-Side?

PH.

Nay, and Christ himself looking on too.

MAR.

Pray, what was the Occasion of so sudden a Hurly-burly?

PH.

The Parson of the Parish, so soon as ever he found the sick Man had confess’d to the
Franciscan, did Point-blank refuse to give him either the Extreme Unction, the
Eucharist, or afford him a Burial, unless he heard his Confession with his own Ears.
He said he was the Parson of the Parish, and that he was accountable for his own
Flock; and that he could not do it, unless he was acquainted with the Secrets of his
Conscience.
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MAR.

And don’t you think he was in the Right?

PH.

Why indeed they did not think so, for they all fell upon him, especially Bernardine,
and Vincent the Dominican.

MAR.

What had they to say?

PH.

They rattled off the Parson soundly, calling him Ass, and one fitter to be a Pastor of
Swine than Men’s Souls. /, says Vincent, am a Batchelor of Divinity, and am shortly
to be licensed, and take my Degree of Doctor; and you can scarce read the Collect,
you are so far from being fit to dive into the Secrets of a Man’s Conscience: but if you
have such an Itch of Curiosity, go Home and inquire into the Privacies of your
Concubine and Bastards. And a great Deal more of such Stuff that I am asham’d to
mention.

MAR.

And did he say nothing to all this?

PH.

Nothing, do you say? Never was any Man so nettled. I, says he, will make a better
Batchelor than you, of a Bean-Stalk; as for your Masters Dominic and Francis, pray
where did they ever learn Aristotle’s Philosophy, the Arguments of Thomas, or the
Speculations of Scotus? Where did they take p. 104 their Degree of Batchelors? You
have crept into a credulous World, a Company of mean Wretches, tho’ some I must
confess were devout and learned. You nested at first in Fields and Villages, and
thence anon you transplanted yourselves into opulent Cities, and none but the best
Part of them neither would content you. Your Business lay then only in Places that
could not maintain a Pastor; but now, forsooth, none but great Men’s Houses will
serve your turn. You boast much of your being Priests; but your Privileges are not
worth a Rush, unless in the Absence of the Bishop, Pastor, or his Curate. Not a Man
of you shall ever come into my Pulpit, I’ll assure you, as long as I am Pastor. It is
true, I am no Batchelor, no more was St. Martin, and yet he discharged the Olffice of a
Bishop for all that. If I have not so much Learning as I should, I will never come a
begging to you for it. Do you think the World is so stupid, as to think the Holiness of
Dominic and Francis is entail 'd upon the Habit? Is it any Business of yours, what I do
at my own House? It is very well known in the World what you do in your Cells, and
how you handle your holy Virgins. No Body is ignorant that you make those rich
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Mens Houses you frequent, no better than they should be. For the rest, Marcolphus,
you must excuse me, it is too foul to be told; but in Truth, he handled the Reverend
Fathers very scurvily, and there had been no End of it, if George had not held up his
Hand, in Token he had something to say, and it was with much ado that the Storm was
laid at last, tho’ but for a little While. Then says the sick Man, Peace be among you,
I'’ll confess myself over again to you, Mr. Parson, and as for the Charge of tolling the
Bell, my Funeral-Rites, my Monument and Burial, they shall all be paid down to you
before you go out of the House, I’ll take Order that you shall have no Cause to
complain.

MAR.

Did the Parson refuse this fair Proposal?

PH.

He did not absolutely refuse it, but he mutter’d something to himself about
Confession; but he remitted it at last, and told them, there was no Need of troubling
the Patient, or the Priest, with the same Things over again; but p. 105 if he had
confessed to me in Time, said he, perhaps he would have made his Will upon better
Conditions, but if it be not as it should be, you must now look to it. This Equity of the
sick Man vexed the Monks to the Heart, who thought very much that any Part of the
Booty should go to the Parson of the Parish. But upon my Intercession the Matter was
composed; the Parson gave the sick Man the Unction and the Sacrament, received his
Dues, and went away.

MAR.

Well, now certainly a Calm follow’d this Storm, did there not?

PH.

So far from it, that this Storm was no sooner laid, than a worse follow’d.

MAR.

Upon what Ground pray?

PH.

I’11 tell you. There were four Orders of Begging-Fryars in the House already; and
now, in comes a fifth of Cross-Bearers, against which all the other four Orders rise up
in a Tumult, as illegitimate and spurious, saying, Where did you ever see a Waggon
with five Wheels? or with what Face would they reckon more Orders of Mendicants,
than there were Evangelists? At this Rate ye may even as well call in all the Beggars
to ye, from the Bridges and Cross-Ways.
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MAR.

What Reply made the Cross-Bearers to this?

PH.

They asked them how the Waggon of the Church went before there were any
Mendicants at all. And so after that, when there was but one Order, and then again
when there were three? As for the Number of the Evangelists, say they, it has no more
Affinity with our Orders than with the Dye, for having on every Side four Angles.
Pray, who brought the Augustines or Carmelites into the Order? When did Austin or
Elias go a begging? For they make them to be Principals of their Order. These and a
great Deal more they thundred out violently; but being overpower’d with Numbers of
the four Orders, they could not stand the Charge, but were forced to quit the Ground,
but threatning them with dreadful Things.

MAR.

Well, but I hope all was quiet now.

PH.

Nay, not so, for this Confederacy against the fifth Order, was come almost to Daggers
drawing; the Franciscan and Dominican would not allow the Augustines and
Carmelites to be true Mendicants, but Bastards and Supposititious. This Contention
rose to that Height, that I was afraid it would have come to Blows.

MAR.

And could the sick Man endure all this?

PH.

They were not in his Bed-Chamber now, but in a Court that joined to it, but so that he
could hear every Word they said; for there was no whispering, believe me, but they
very fairly exercised their Lungs. Besides, Men, as you know, are quicker of hearing
than ordinary, in Sickness.

MAR.

But what was the End of this Dispute?

PH.

Why, the sick Man sent them Word by his Wife, that if they would but hold their

Tongues a little, he would set all to Rights; and therefore desired that the Augustines
and Carmelites should go away for the present, and that they should be no Losers by
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it, for they should have the same Portion of Meat sent them Home, that those had that
staid there. He gave Direction, that all the five Orders should assist at his Funeral, and
that every one of them should have an equal Share of Money; but that they should not
all be set (down) at the common Table, lest they should fall together by the Ears.

MAR.

The Man understood Oeconomy, I perceive, that had the Skill to compose so many
Differences, even upon his Death-Bed.

PH.

Phoo; he had been an Officer in the Army for many Years, where such Sort of
Mutinies are common among the Soldiers.

MAR.

Had he a great Estate?

PH.

A very great one.

MAR.

But ill-gotten perhaps, as is common, by Rapine, Sacrilege, and Extortion.

PH.

Indeed Officers commonly do so, and I will not swear for him that he was a Jot better
than his Neighbours: But if [ don’t mistake the Man, he made his Fortune by his Wit,
rather than by down-right Violence.

After what Manner?

PH.

He understood Arithmetic very well.
MAR.
And what of that?

PH.

What of that? why, he would reckon 30000 Soldiers when there were but 7000, and a
great many of those he never paid neither.
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MAR.

A very compendious Way of accounting!

PH.

Then he would lengthen out the War, and raise Contributions monthly, both from
Friends and Foes; from his Enemies, that they might not be plunder’d; and from his
Friends, that they might have Commerce with the Enemy.

MAR.

I know the common Way of Soldiers; but make an End of your Story.

PH.

Bernardine and Vincent, with some Companions of their Order, staid with the sick
Man, and the rest had their Provisions sent them.

MAR.

Well, and did they agree among themselves that staid upon Duty?

PH.

Not very well; they continually grumbled something about the Prerogative of their
Bulls; but they were fain to dissemble the Matter, that they might go the better on
with their Work: Now the Will is produced, and Covenants enter’d into before
Witnesses, according to what they had agreed upon between themselves.

MAR.

I long to hear what that was.

PH.

I’11 tell you in brief, for the whole would be a long History. He leaves a Widow of
thirty eight Years of Age, a discreet virtuous Woman; and two Sons, the one of
nineteen, and the other fifteen Years of Age; and two Daughters, both under Age. He
provided by this Testament, that his Wife, seeing she would not be prevail’d upon to
confine herself to a Cloister, should put on the Habit of a Beguin, which is a middle
Order, between a Laick and a Religious: And the eldest Son, because he could not be
prevail’d upon to turn Monk—

MAR.

There’s no catching old Birds with Chaff.
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PH.

That as soon as his Father’s Funeral was over, he should ride Post to Rome, and there
being made a Priest before his Time, by the Pope’s Dispensation, he should say Mass
once a Day, for one whole Year, in the Lateran Church, for his Father’s Soul; and
creep up the holy Steps there upon his Knees every Friday.

MAR.

And did he take this Task upon himself willingly?

PH.

To deal ingenuously with you, as willingly as an Ass takes his Burden. His younger
Son was dedicated to St. Francis, his eldest Daughter to St. Clare, and the younger to
Catherine Senensis. This was all that could be obtain’d; for it was George’s Purpose,
that he might lay the greater Obligation upon God, to dispose of the five Survivors
into the five Orders of the Mendicants; and it was very hard pressed too: But his Wife
and his eldest Son could not be wrought upon by any Terms, either fair or foul.

MAR.

Why, this is a Kind of disinheriting.

PH.

The whole Estate was so divided, that the Funeral Charges being first taken out, one
Twelfth-Part of it was to go to his Wife; one Half of that for her Maintenance, and the
other Half to the Stock of the Place where she should dispose of herself; upon
Condition, that if she should alter her Mind, the whole should go to that Order.
Another Twelfth was to go to the eldest Son, who was to have so much Money paid
him down upon the Nail, as would bear the Charges of his Journey, purchase him a
Dispensation, and maintain him at Rome, provided always, that if he should at any
Time change his Mind, and refuse to be initiated into holy Orders, his Portion should
be divided between the Franciscans and Dominicans: And 1 fear that will be the End
of it, for he had a strange Aversion to that Course of Life. Two Twelfth-Parts were to
go to the Monastery that should receive his younger Son, and two more to those that
should entertain his Daughters; but upon this Condition, that if they should refuse to
profess themselves, the Money should go intire to the Cloister. And then Bernardine
was to have one Twelfth, and Vincent another; a Half Share to the Carthusians, for
the Communion of the p. 109 good Works of the whole Order. The remaining Twelfth
and Moiety was to be distributed among such private Poor, as Bernardine and Vincent
should think worthy of the Charity.
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MAR.

It would have been more Lawyer-like to have said quos vel quas, instead of quos
only.

PH.

The Testament was read, and the Stipulation ran in these Words: George Balearicus,
dost thou, being alive, and of sound and disposing Mind and Memory, approve of this
Testament, which thou madest long since according to thy own Mind? I approve it. Is
this thy last and unchangeable Will? It is. Dost thou constitute me and this Batchelor
Vincent the Executors of this thy last Will? I do so. And then he was commanded to
subscribe it.

MAR.

How could he write when he was dying?

PH.

Why, Bernardine guided his Hand.

MAR.

What did he subscribe?

PH.

Whosoever shall attempt to violate this Testament, may he incur the Displeasure of St.
Francis and St. Dominic.

MAR.

But were they not afraid to have an Action Testamenti inofficiosi [of a forged Will]
brought against them?

PH.

That Action does not take Place in Things dedicated to God; nor will any Man
willingly go to Law in a Suit with him. When this was over, the Wife and Children
give the sick Man their right Hands, and swear to the Observance of his Directions.
After this they fell to treating of the Funeral Pomp, and there was a Squabble about
that too: but it was carried at last that there should be nine out of every one of the five
Orders, in Honour of the five Books of Moses, and the nine Choirs of Angels; every
Order to carry its proper Cross, and sing the Funeral Songs. To these, besides the
Kindred, there should be thirty Torch-Bearers hired, and all in Mourning, in Memory
of the thirty Pieces of Silver our Saviour was sold for; and for Honour’s Sake, twelve
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Mourners to accompany them, as a Number sacred to the Apostolical Order. That
behind the Bier should follow George’s Horse, all in Mourning, with his Head ty’d
down to his Knees in such a Manner, that he might p. 110 seem to look upon the
Ground for his Master. That the Pall should be hung about with Escutcheons; and that
the Body should be laid at the right Hand of the high Altar, in a marble Tomb, some
four Foot from the Ground, and he himself lying in Effigy at Length on the top of it,
cut in the purest Marble, all in Armour from Head to Foot. To his Helmet a Crest,
which was the Neck of an Onocrotalus, and a Shield upon his left Arm, charged with
three Boars Heads Or, in a Field Argent, his Sword by his Side, with a golden Hilt,
and a Belt embroider’d with Gold and Pearl, and golden Spurs, he being a Knight of
the Golden Order. That there should be a Leopard at his Feet, and an Inscription on
his Tomb worthy of so great a Man. His Heart he would have to be buried separately
in St. Francis his Chapel, and his Bowels he bequeathed to the Parish, to be
honourably interr’d in our Lady’s Chapel.

MAR.

This was a Noble Funeral, but a dear one. Now, a Cobler at Venice should have as
much Honour done him, and with very little or no Charge at all; the Company gives
him a handsome Coffin, and they have many Times 600 Monks, all in their Habits, to
attend one Corpse.

PH.

I have seen it myself, and could not but laugh at the Vanity of those poor People. The
Fullers and Tanners march in the Van, the Coblers bring up the Rear, and the Monks
march in the Body; you would have said it had been a Chimera, if you had seen it.
And George had this Caution too, that the Franciscans and Dominicans should draw
Lots which should go first at the Funeral, and after them the rest, that there might be
no quarrelling for Place: the Parson and Clerk went in the lowest Place (that is, first)
for the Monks would not endure it otherwise.

MAR.

I find George had Skill in marshalling of a Ceremony, as well as an Army.

PH.

And it was provided, that the Funeral Service, which was to be perform’d by the
Parish-Priest, should be performed with a Concert of Musick, for the greater Honour
of the Deceased. While these and such like Things were doing the Patient was seiz’d
with a Convulsion, which was a certain Token that he was near his End: so that they
were now come to the last Act.

MAR.

Why, is not all done yet?
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PH.

Now the Pope’s Bull is to be read, wherein he is promised a full Pardon of all his
Sins, and an Exemption from the Fear of Purgatory; and with a Justification over and
above of his whole Estate.

MAR.

What, of an Estate gotten by Rapine?

PH.

Gotten by the Law of Arms, and Fortune of War. But one Philip a Civilian, his Wife’s
Brother, happen’d to be by at the reading of the Bull, and took Notice of one Passage
that was not as it should be, and raised a Scruple upon it, of its not being authentick.

MAR.

It might very well have been let pass at this Time, and no Notice taken of it, if there
had been any Error, and the Sick never the worse for it.

PH.

I am of your Mind, and I’ll assure you it so wrought upon George, that it had like to
have cast him into Despair: and in this Case Vincent shew’d himself a Man indeed; he
bid George be satisfied, for that he had an Authority to correct or supply any Error or
Omission that might be in the Bull: So that, says he, if this Bull should deceive you,
this Soul of mine shall stand engag’d for thine, that thine shall go to Heaven, or mine
be damn’d.

MAR.

But will God accept of this Way of changing Souls? Or, if he does, is the Pawn of
Vincent’s Soul a sufficient Security for George’s? What if Vincent’s Soul should go to
the Devil, whether he changes it or no?

PH.

I only tell you Matter of Fact: It is certain that Vincent effected this by it, that the sick
Man was much comforted. By-and-by the Covenants are read, by which the whole
Society promise to transfer to George the Benefits of the Works which were done by
all the four Orders, and also a Fifth, that of the Carthusians.

MAR.

I should be afraid that such a Weight would sink me to Hell, if I were to carry it.
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PH.

I speak of their good Works only; for they bear down a Soul that is about to fly to
Heaven, no more than Feathers do a Bird.

MAR.

But who will they bequeath their evil Works to then?

PH.

To the German Soldiers of Fortune.
MAR.

By what Right?

Pn.

By Gospel Right; for, to him that has, shall be given. And then was read over how
many Masses and Psalms were to accompany the Soul of the Deceased, and there was
a vast Number of them. After this, his Confession was repeated, and they gave him
their Benediction.

MAR.

And so he dy’d?

PH.

Not yet: They laid a Mat upon the Ground, roll’d up at one End in the Form of a
Pillow.

MAR.

Well, and what’s to be done now?

PH.

They strew’d Ashes upon it, but very thin, and there they laid the sick Man’s Body;
and then they consecrated a Franciscan’s Coat with Prayers and Holy-Water, and that
they laid over him, and a Cowl under his Head (for there was no putting it on then)

and his Pardon and the Covenants with it.

MAR.

This is a new Way of dying.
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PH.

But they affirm that the Devil has no Power over those that die in this Manner; for so
they say St. Martin and St. Francis, and others died.

MAR.

But their holy Lives were correspondent to their Deaths. But prithee, what follow’d?

PH.

They then presented the sick Man with a Crucifix, and a Wax Candle: Upon the
holding out the Crucifix, says the sick Man,  used to be safe in War under the
Protection of my own Buckler; but now I will oppose this Buckler to my Enemy: and
having kiss’d it, laid it at his left Side. And as to the holy Taper; 7 was, said he, ever
held to be a good Pikeman in the Field; and now I will brandish this Lance against
the Enemy of Souls.

MAR.

Spoken like a Man of War!

These were the last Words he spake, for Death presently seized his Tongue, and he
breath’d his last. Bernardine kept close to him in his Extremity, on his right Hand,
and Vincent on his left; and they had both of them their Pipes open: One shew’d him
the Image of St. Francis, the other that of St. Dominic; while the rest up and down in
the Chamber were mumbling over certain Psalms to a most melancholy Tune;
Bernardine bawling in his right Ear, and Vincent in his left.

MAR.

What was it they bawl’d?

PH.

Bernardine spake to this Purpose: George Balearicus, if thou approvest of all that is
here done, lean thy Head toward thy right Shoulder. And so he did. Vincent on the the
other Side said, George, fear not, you have St. Francis and St. Dominic for your
Defenders, therefore be of good Courage: Think on what a great Number of Merits
are bestow’d upon thee, of the Validity of thy Pardon, and remember, that [ have
engaged my Soul for thine, if there be any Danger. If you understand all this, and
approve of it, lean your Head upon your left Shoulder. And so he did. And then they
cry’d out as loud as before, If thou art sensible of all this, squeeze my Hand; then he
squeez’d his Hand: so that, what with turning of his Head, and squeezing of the Hand,
there were almost three Hours spent. And when George began to yawn, Bernardine
stood up and pronounced the Absolution, but could not go thro’ with it, before
George’s Soul was out of his Body. This was about Midnight, and in the Morning
they went about the Anatomy.
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MAR.

And pray what did they find out of Order in the Body?

PH.

Well remember’d, for I had like to have forgot it. There was a piece of a Bullet that
stuck to the Diaphragm.

MAR.

How came that?

PH.

His Wife said he had been wounded with a Musket-Shot; and from thence the
Physicians conjectured, that some Part of the melted Lead remained in his Body. By-
and-by they put the mangled Corpse (after a Sort) into a Franciscan’s Habit; and after
Dinner they buried him with Pomp, as it had been ordered.

MAR.

I never heard of more Bustle about a Man’s dying, or of a more pompous Funeral; but
I suppose you would not have this Story made publick.

PH.

Why not?

MAR.

Lest you should provoke a Nest of Hornets.

PH.

There is no Danger; for if what I relate be done well, it is convenient the World
should know it; but if it be ill done, all good Men will thank me for discovering it; and
they themselves being seized with Shame for what they have done, will do so no
more. Besides, it may possibly preserve the Simple from falling into the like
Mistakes; for some learned and pious Men have frequently complained to me, that the
Superstition and Wickedness of some few, brings a Scandal upon the whole Order.

MAR.

This is well and bravely said. But I would fain know what became of Cornelius.
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PH.

Why truly, he died as he lived, without troubling any Body. He had an anniversary
Fever, which took him every Year at such a certain Time; but being now worse than
ordinary, either by Reason of Age (for he was above sixty Years old) or some other
Cause, finding that his fatal Day was drawing on, he went to Church upon a Sunday,
four Days before he died, confess’d to the Parish-Priest, heard divine Service and the
Sermon, and having received the Sacrament went Home.

MAR.

Had he no Physicians?

PH.

Only one, who was as good in Morals as he was in his Profession; his Name is James
Castrutius.

MAR.

I know him, as honest a Man as any in the World.

PH.

He told him, he should be ready to serve him in any Thing he could as a Friend; but
that in his Opinion his Business lay rather with God than the Doctor. Cornelius
received this Answer as chearfully, as if he had assured him of his Recovery.
Wherefore, altho’ he had been always very charitable according to his Power, yet he
then bestow’d upon the Needy all that he could possibly spare from the Necessities of
his Wife and Children, not upon such as take a seeming Pride in a Sort of Poverty,
that are every where to be met withal, but upon those good Men, that oppose a
laborious Industry to an innocent Poverty. I desired him that he would betake himself
to his Bed, and send for a Minister to him, rather than fatigue his weak Body. He
reply’d, that it had been always his Desire rather to make his Friends easy where he
could, by doing good Offices, than to make himself troublesom to them by receiving;
and that he was now willing to die as he had liv’d. Nor would he take to his Bed till
the very last Day, and Part of the last Night, of his Life. In the Interim he supported
his weak Body with a Stick, or else sat in a Chair, but very rarely went into the naked
Bed, but lay down in his Cloaths, his Head being raised. And in this Time he was
either giving Orders for the Relief of the Poor, especially those of his Acquaintance
and Neighbours, or reading something of the Scriptures, proper to strengthen his Faith
in God, or that shew his Love to Mankind. And when he was so tired that he could not
read himself, he heard some Friend read to him; and would very frequently, and with
wonderful Affection, exhort his Family to mutual Love and Concord, and the Exercise
of true Piety; comforting his Friends, who were sollicitous for his Death, with great
Tenderness; and gave it often in Charge to his Family, to take Care to see all his Debts
paid.

PLL v6.0 (generated September, 2011) 133 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/726



Online Library of Liberty: The Colloquies vol. 2

MAR.

Had he not made a Will?

PH.

Yes, a long Time before; he had taken Care to do that when he was in perfect Health;
for he was used to say, that what a Man did at his last Gasp was rather a Dotage than a
Testament.

MAR.

Had he given any Thing to Monasteries, or poor People?

PH.

No, not a Cross; I have, says he, already in my Life-Time, given according to my
Ability, and now as I leave the Possession of what I have to my Family, I leave them
the p. 116 disposing of it too, and I trust that they will employ it better than I have
done.

MAR.
Did he send for no holy Men, as George did?
PH.

Not a Man: There was no Body about him but his own Family and two intimate
Friends.

MAR.
I admire what he meant by that.

PH.

He said, he was not willing to trouble more People when he went out of the World,
than he did when he came into it.

MAR.

I want to hear this Story out.

PH.

You shall hear it presently. Thursday came, and finding himself extremely weak, he
kept his Bed. The Parish-Priest being then call’d, gave him the Extreme Unction, and
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again the Sacrament; but he made no Confession, for he said he had no Scruple upon
his Mind. The Parson then began to talk to him about his Burial, with what Pomp, and
in what Place he would be buried. Bury me, says he, as you would bury the meanest
Christian, nor do I concern myself where you lay this worthless Body of mine, it will
be found all one at the Day of Judgment wheresoever you lay it; and as to the Pomp
of my Funeral, I matter it not. When he came to mention the ringing of Bells, and
saying Masses, (tricenary and anniversary) Pardons and purchasing a Communion of
Merits; he reply’d, My good Pastor, I shall find myself never the worse if no Bell be
rung at all; if you will afford me but one funeral Office, it will abundantly content me;
but if there be any Thing else, that the publick Custom of the Church has made
necessary, and that can’t well be omitted without Scandal to the Weak, I leave that to
your Pleasure. Nor am I at all desirous to buy any Man’s Prayers or rob any Man of
his Merits, there is Merit enough in Christ, and to spare; and I trust that I myself
shall be the better for the Prayers and Merits of the whole Church, if I be but a living
Member of it. My whole Hope is in these two Assurances, the one is, that the Lord
Jesus, the chief Shepherd, hath taken all my Sins upon him, nailing them to his Cross,
the other is, that which Christ himself hath signed and sealed with his own holy
Blood, which gives us Assurance of eternal Salvation, if we place all our Trust in him.
Far be it from me, to insist upon being furnished with Merits and Pardons, and
provoke my God to enter into Judgment with his Servant, in whose Sight no Flesh
living shall be justified; because his Mercy is boundless and unspeakable, to it [
appeal from his Justice. The Parson hearing this, went away; and Cornelius with great
Joy and Chearfulness (as one transported with the Hope of a better Life) caused some
Texts to be read out of the holy Scriptures, that confirm the Hope of the Resurrection,
and set before him the Rewards of Immortality; as that out of Isaiah, concerning the
Death of Hezekiah, together with the Hymn; and then the fifteenth Chapter of the first
Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians; the Death of Lazarus out of John, but especially
the History of Christ’s Passion, out of the Gospels. But O with what Affection did he
take in all these Scriptures, sighing at some Passages, folding his Hands, as in
Thankfulness, at others; one While rapt and overjoy’d at some Passages, and another
While sending up short Ejaculations! After Dinner, having taken a little Rest, he
order’d the twelfth Chapter of St. John to be read, to the End of the Story. Here you
would have said the Man was transfigured and possessed with a new Spirit. When it
grew toward Evening, he called for his Wife and Children, and raising himself as well
as he could, he thus bespake them: My dear Wife, the same God that once joined us
together, doth now part us, but only in our Bodies, and that too for a short Time. That
Care, Kindness, and Piety, that thou hast hitherto used to divide betwixt me, and the
tender Pledges of our mutual Love, do thou now transfer wholly to them. Think thou
canst do nothing more acceptable either to God or to me, than to educate, cherish,
and instruct those whom God has given us the Fruit of our conjugal Relation, that
they may be found worthy of Christ. Double therefore thy Piety upon them, and
account upon my Share too, as translated unto thee. If thou shalt do this, as I trust
thou wilt, they will not be accounted Orphans, and if ever thou shouldst marry
again—At which Word his Wife burst out into Tears, and was about to forswear ever
to think of marrying again; but Cornelius interposed: My dearest Sister in Christ, if
the Lord Jesus shall vouchsafe to thee Resolution and Strength of Spirit, be not
wanting to the heavenly Gift, for it will be more commodious, as well for thyself as the
Children. But if the Infirmity of the Flesh shall carry thee another Way, know that my
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Death has indeed freed thee from the Bonds of Wedlock, but not from that Obligation,
which in both our Names thou owest in common to the Care of our Children. As to
Marriage itself, make Use of the Freedom that God has given thee; only let me intreat
and admonish thee of this one thing, to make choice of a Husband of such a
Disposition, and discharge thyself so towards him, that he, either by his own
Goodness, or for thy good Carriage, may be kind to our Children. Therefore have a
Care of tying thyself up by any Vow, keep thyself free to God, and to our Children,
and bring them up in all Points religiously, and take Care that they don’t fix upon any
Course of Life, till by Age and Experience they shall come to understand what is
fittest for them. Then turning to his Children, he exhorted them to the Study of Piety,
Obedience to their Mother, and mutual Love and Concord among themselves. And
having done, he kiss’d his Wife and them, pray’d for them, and making the Sign of
the Cross, recommended them to the Mercy of Christ. And then looking round upon
all about him, By to-Morrow Morning, says he, the Lord who renew ’d this Morning to
me, will graciously please, out of his infinite Mercy, to call this poor Soul of mine out
of the Sepulchre of my Body, and out of the Darkness of this Mortality, into his
heavenly Light. I will not have you fatigue yourselves in your tender Age with
unprofitable Watching; and as for the rest, let them take their Rest by turns, one is
enough to sit up with me, and read to me. Having pass’d the Night, about four
o’Clock in the Morning, all the Family being present, he caused that Psalm to be read,
which our Saviour praying recited upon the Cross. And when that was done, he call’d
for a Taper and a Cross, and taking the Taper in his Hand, he said, The Lord is my
Light and Salvation, whom shall I fear? And then kissing the Cross, he said The Lord
is the Defender of my Life, of whom shall I be afraid? And by-and-by, laying his
Hands upon his Breast in a praying Posture, with his Eyes lift up to Heaven, he said,
Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit; and immediately he closed his Eyes, as if he were only
going to Sleep, and with a gentle Breathe, delivered up his Spirit. You would have
thought he had only been in a Slumber, and had not expired.

MAR.

I never heard of a less painful Death in my Life.

PH.

His Life was as calm as his Death. These two Men were both of them my Friends, and
perhaps I am not so good a Judge which of them dy’d most like a Christian; but you
that are unbiassed, may perhaps make a better Judgment.

MAR.

I will think of it, and give you my Opinion some Time or other at Leisure.
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ECHO.

The Argument.

A Discourse between a young Man and an Echo, concerning the Choice of Studies,
and chusing the best way of Livelihood; the Echo facetiously answering the young
Man’s Interrogatories.

NOTE. It appears by Erasmus’s having so frequently made Use of Greek Words in
the Echo’s Answer, that there is a considerable Difficulty in this Way of Writing; nor
will the English Tongue so well bear it as the Latin, in that it will not allow that
Transposition of Words that the Latin Tongue will. It being therefore very difficult, if

not impossible, to make the two last Syllables answer by Way of Echo, I have
contented myself with a bare Translation without it.

The YOUNG MAN And The ECHO.
YO.

I have a Mind to ask your advice about a few Things, if you are at Leisure.

Ec.

I am at Leisure.

Yo.

And if I, a young Man, shall be welcome to you.

Ec.

You shall be welcome.

Yo.

And can you tell me true concerning Things to come, Echo?

Ec.

I can.

Yo.

And do you understand Greek too? What Novelty is this?
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Ec.

I do.

Yo.

What Kind of Studies do you think those of the Muses to be?

Ec.

Divine ones.

Yo.

Do you think then, that those Authors that conduce to Learning ought to be studied?
Ec.

Do thou study them.

Yo.

What is then in their Minds, that speak contemptibly of these Studies?

Ec.

The Thoughts of a Swine.

Yo.

But I wish the Lovers of these were as studious of Piety.

Ec.

I wish they were so.

Yo.

Now-a-Days the Wickedness of some makes all hated.

Ec.

It does so.

Yo.

And many lay the Sins of Man on the Back of Learning.
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Ec.

Ay, Asses.

Yo.

Why, but they commonly seem not to be of the meanest Sort.

Ec.

They are vile Persons.

Yo.

What do you think they do, who spend their Time in a sophistical Kind of Learning?
Perhaps they spin Cobwebs?

Ec.

They do so.

Yo.

And they weave and unweave Penelope’s Web.

Ec.

They do weave it.

Yo.

What Course of Life do you advise me to follow?

Ec.

A safe one.

Yo.

Will it prove fortunate if I shall marry?

Ec.

Do it late.
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Yo.

But what if it shall happen to be my Lot to marry an unchast, or extravagant Wife?
Ec.

You must bear it.

Yo.

Why, but it is worse than Death itself to live with such.
Ec.

It is so.

Yo.

Does Fortune so domineer in human Affairs?

Ec.

Yes, she only.

Yo.

Perhaps a Person had better enter himself into the Life of a Monk, than that of
Marriage.

Ec.

That binds one.

Yo.

What Remedy is there left, when any one is bound by that Knot that cannot be
unloosed?

Ec.

Melancholy.

Yo.

Well, but it is a miserable Life for Men to live alone.
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Ec.

It is entirely so.

Yo.

What Sort of Men do you account the Monks of these Times to be?

Ec.

A Trouble.

Yo.

What then makes some esteem them as half-Gods?

Ec.

Fear.

Yo.

What do most hunt after who sue for a Benefice?

Ec.

Idleness.

Yo.

Does a Priest get nothing else?

Ec.

Yes, Gain.

Yo.

What good Thing do they get that obtain Bishopricks?

Ec.

Labours.

Yo.

But none live more in Idleness.
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Ec.

I know it.

Yo.

What Things will be able to make them think and understand what a great Burden
they have upon them?

Ec.
Understanding.

Yo.

Therefore the Priesthood is an excellent Thing, if a Man behave himself as he ought to
doin it.

Ec.

It makes him happy.

Yo.

What Advantage shall I have, if I go into their Court, who excel in princely Dignity?
Ec.

Misery.

Yo.

But I see a great many that are wont to promise themselves great Happiness from
thence.

Ec.

They are Blockheads.

Yo.

But in the mean Time, while they go clothed in their Silks, the common People look
upon them as brave Fellows.

Ec.

They are not worth a Fig.
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Yo.

Why then, you speak of Men that are golden without, and wooden within, if any Body
were but to inspect them narrowly?

Ec.

Not so good.

Yo.

Why then, those Men have but little Excellency in them, that being array’d in Silks,
we worship as Gods?

Ec.

Mischief.

Yo.

And perhaps, you will put no great Value upon military Men?

Ec.

A Farthing.

Yo.

But your Astrologers that tell Fortunes by the Stars, promise great Things.

Ec.

They are Fables.

Yo.

But Grammarians take a great Deal of Pains.

Ec.

To no Purpose.

Yo.

I believe hungry greedy Lawyers don’t please you.
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Ec.

They are Wolves.

Yo.

What Sort of a Man shall I be, if I turn a Handicraft-Man?
Ec.

The Scum of the People.

Yo.

What then, do good nor bad Arts procure one nothing else?
Ec.

A Maintenance.

Yo.

Shall I be happy, if I shall persevere in good Learning?
Ec.

You shall.

Yo.

But what will make me pious?

Ec.

Age.

Yo.

I have spent my Time this ten Years in Cicero.

Ec.

O you Ass!

Yo.

How comes it into your Mind to call me an Ass?
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Ec.

By the Thing itself.

Yo.

Perhaps, you mean that I should not so apply myself to him, as to leave off others?
Ec.

I do say so.

Yo.

Why then, does not he please you, that fatigues himself all his Days, only for this
Purpose, that he may become a Ciceronian at last?

Ec.
He is a Madman.
Yo.

What is left for them to do that are old, whose Age is not seasonable for the learning
these Things?

Ec.

The Plough-Tail.

Yo.

I believe you would be more eloquent, if you were at a greater Distance.

Ec.

I should be so.

Yo.

I don’t like Words of two Syllables.

Ec.

Go your Way.
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Yo.

I began first, and I see I can’t hinder your having the last Word.

Ec.

Let me have it.

Yo.

Do you now think I am sufficiently instructed to perform those Things well, which
shall happen in Life?

Ec.

Yes.

Yo.

Well then, if you’d have me go away, bid me be gone.

Ec.

Be gone.
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[TOA?AAITIA, Or, The UNEQUAL FEAST.

The Argument.

p. 125The unequal Entertainment teaches Civility in entertaining Guests. How the
Table should be furnished, that all the Guests may be pleased, altho’ of different
Palates, Manners, and Humours. That the placing of the Company may conduce much
to the making the Entertainment chearful. That the ordinariest Dishes should make
the first Course, and the most delicate the last. That Drink is to be given to none, but
when they call for it. Variety of Stories, suited to the Fancy of each Person, cause
Merriment. Old Men, Married Women, Sailors, and Merchants, delight to hear
Stories of their own Occupations and Actions. All melancholy Things, which may
cause Sadness, ought to be avoided: And likewise, so must Drunkenness, which often
occasions Fightings, Quarrels, and Contentions. The Method of turning off the
Discourse when Persons are angry, &c. No one’s Grief ought to be called to Mind.
Salutations are not to be often repeated. That every one should salute each other.
That no Mention should be made of the Goodness, Management, or Price of the
Provision. A slender Provision is to be excused modestly.

SPUDAUS, APITIUS.
SP.

Soho, Soho, Apitius.

AP.

I don’t hear ye.

Sp.

Soho, I say, Apitius.
AP.

What troublesom Fellow is this?

Sp.

I have a Matter of Consequence to tell you of.

AP.

And I am going about a Matter of Consequence, and in great Haste too.
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Sp.

Whither, prithee?

AP.

Why, to Supper.

Sp.

That was it [ wanted to talk with you about.

AP.

I have not Time now to meddle with Talkers or Doers, lest I lose my Labour.

Sp.

You shall lose no Time, I’ll go along with you.

AP.

Well, tell me what ’tis quickly.

Sp.

I am busy in contriving how to make a Feast, so as to please all, and displease none of
my Guests; and knowing you to be the principal Artist in this Scheme, I apply myself
to you as to an Oracle.

AP.

Well, take this for an Answer, and, according to antient Usage, in Verse,
If none you would displease, then none invite.

Sp.

But ’tis a publick Entertainment; I am under a Necessity of having a great many
Guests.

AP.

To be sure, the more you invite, the more you will displease: What Play was so well
written, or so well acted, as to please the whole Theatre?
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Sp.

But come, Darling of the God of Banquets, assist me with your Advice in this Affair,
and I will account you an Oracle for Time to come.

AP.

Take this in the first Place; Don’t attempt to do that which is impossible to be done.
Sp.

What’s that?

AP.

To be a Master of a Feast, and give Satisfaction to all your Guests, when there is a
great Variety of Palates.

Sp.

Well then, that [ may displease but a few?
Call but a few.

Sp.

But that can’t be.

AP.

Then invite those that are equals, and of agreeable Humours.

Sp.

I am not at Liberty to do that neither; I can’t avoid inviting a great many, and of
different Humours: nor are they all of the same Speech or Nation.

AP.

You talk of a Bedlam rather than a Banquet. Here will necessarily arise such
Confusion, as the Hebrews relate to have happened at the Building of Babel, that
when one asks for cold Water, the other will bring him hot.

Sp.

But prithee help me out at a dead Lift, you shall find I’ll be both mindful of, and
grateful for your good Office.
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AP.

Well, come then, seeing you are not at Liberty to pick and chuse your Guests, I’ll give
you Advice in this difficult Point. It signifies no small Matter, as to the Mirth of the
Entertainment, what Places any of them sit in.

SPp.

That’s very right.

AP.

But to take away all Occasion of Uneasiness, let them cast Lots for their Places.
Sp.

That’s well advis’d.

AP.

Let not your Dishes proceed gradually from the upper to the lower End of the Table,
so as to make the Letter Z, or rather in a serpentine Order, or to be chang’d
reciprocally hither and thither, as the Myrtle in old Times used to be handed about at
Banquets.

Sp.

How then?

AP.

To every four Guests set four Dishes, so that the fourth may be the middlemost, as

Boys upon three Nuts set a Fourth; in every one of these let there be a different Sort of
Victuals, that every one may help himself to what he likes.

Sp.

Well, I like that very well; but how often must I change the Dishes?

AP.

How many Parts are there in a theatrical Oration?

Sp.

Five, I think.
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AP.

How many Acts are there in a Play?
I have read in Horace that they ought not to exceed five.

AP.

Well then, so many different Courses you must have. Let the first Course be Soop,
and the last a Desert of Sweetmeats.

Sp.

What Order of the Courses do you approve of?

AP.

The same that Pyrrhus did in his Army.

Sp.

What say you?

AP.

As in an Oration, so at a Feast, the Preface, or first Courses should not be very
delicate; and again, the last Course should rather excel in Variety, than Daintiness. So
Pyrrhus’s Discipline consisted in three Particulars, that on each Side there should be
something excellent, and in the Middle, that which was more ordinary. By this
Method, it will be so ordered, that you will neither appear to be sparing, nor prodigal
by Reason of a cloying Abundance.

Sp.

The Eating-Part is well enough contriv’d; now tell me what is to be done as to
drinking?

AP.

Don’t you give the Cup to any Body; leave that to your Servants, to ask every Body
what Sort of Wine he likes, and to fill every one the Wine he drinks readily, at the
very first Call or Nod. In this there will be a twofold Conveniency, they will drink
both more sparingly and more merrily; not only because every now and then there
would otherwise be a different Sort of Wine given them, but also because no Body
will drink but when he is dry.
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Sp.

Upon my Word, this is very good Advice. But then how will they all be made merry?
AP.

That’s partly in your Power.

Sp.

How is that?

AP.

You know the old Proverb, A hearty Welcome is the best Cheer.
Sp.

How is that?

AP.

Entertain them courteously, speak to them with a chearful Countenance, ordering your
Speech according to each Person’s Age and Humour.

Sp.
I’1l come nearer to you, that I may hear the better.

AP.

You understand Languages?

Sp.

Yes, most Languages.

AP.

You must ever and anon speak to every one in his own Tongue; and that the
Entertainment may be the more diverting by a Variety of Stories, intermix such
Matters as every one will remember with Pleasure, and no Body will be uneasy to

hear.

Sp.

What Sort of Matters mean you?
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AP.

The peculiar Differences of Dispositions, which you yourself are better vers’d in; I
will only touch upon some Heads. Old Men take a Pleasure in relating those Things
that are out of the Memory of many Persons, and are Admirers of those Times, in
which they were in their Prime. It’s a pleasant Thing to a married Woman to have the
Memory of that Time refreshed, when she was courted by her Sweethearts. Mariners
that have been in divers and far distant Countries, take a Pleasure to tell of those
Things that they have seen, and other People admire at; and according to the Proverb,
the Remembrance of Dangers, when they are over, is very pleasant, if they are such as
have nothing opprobious in them, as in the Army, in Travels, in the Dangers at Sea:
And in the last Place, every one loves to talk of his own Calling, especially in that
Part that he excels in. These are some general Heads; as to particular Affections it is
not possible to describe them; but for Example Sake, one is ambitious of Honour,
another would be accounted learned, another loves to be taken for a rich Man; one is
full of Talk, another is sparing of his Speech; some will be surly, others on the other
Hand affable; some don’t care to be thought old when they are so, and some would
fain be thought older than they are, affecting to be admir’d for carrying their Age
well. Some Women please themselves mightily in being thought handsome, and some
love to be flattered. These Dispositions being known, it will be no difficult Matter so
to intermix Speeches, as to be pleasing to every one, and to avoid those Things that
cause Uneasiness.

Upon my Troth, you are excellently skill’d in the Art of ordering an Entertainment.

AP.

Phoo! if I had spent as much Time, and taken as much Pains in the Study of the Law,
Physick, or Divinity, as I have spent upon this Art, I had long before now commenc’d
Doctor of them all.

SP.

I am of your Mind.

AP.

But hark ye, that you may not mistake, you must be sure to take Care, that your
Stories be not long-winded ones, and that they don’t turn upon Drunkenness; for as
there is nothing better than Wine drank with Moderation, so, on the other hand, there

is nothing worse, if you drink too much. It is the same in Stories.

Sp.

You say right. But what Remedy have you for this?

PLL v6.0 (generated September, 2011) 153 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/726



Online Library of Liberty: The Colloquies vol. 2

AP.

When you perceive any dispos’d to be quarrelsom, take an Opportunity to break off
abruptly from what you were saying, and talk of something else. I take it to be
unnecessary to caution you against bringing any one’s Affliction to his Mind, during
the Time of the Entertainment. Plato is of Opinion, that Banquets will cure some
Distempers, the Wine driving away Sorrow, and making Persons forget what caused
Uneasiness to them. But you ought to be caution’d of this, not to salute the Guests too
often; yet I would have you walk about sometimes, and speak kindly first to one, and
then to another; for a Master of a Feast ought to act a moveable Part in the Play. But
then again, there is nothing more uncivil than to be continually talking of the Sorts of
Provision, the Manner of dressing it, and what it cost you. It is the same Thing as to
the Wine. But you should rather modestly undervalue the Provision; for if you
undervalue it too much, it will be much the same as if you were ostentatious
concerning it. It is sufficient to say twice, or at the most three Times, Much Good
may’t do you,; and Tho’ my Entertainment is but homely, your Welcome is hearty.
Sometimes you may break a Jest, but such a one that has no Teeth. It will also be
proper to bespeak every one, now and then, in his own Tongue, but in a few Words. p.
131 But it now comes into my Mind, to speak what I should have said at the
beginning.

Sp.
What is it?
AP.

If you han’t a Mind to place the Guests by Lot, take Care to chuse three out of the
Company, that are of a diverting Humour, and apt to talk, place one at the upper End
of the Table, another at the lower End, and a third in the Middle, that they may keep
the rest from being either silent or melancholy. And if you perceive the Company
grow either mute or noisy, and inclinable to fall out.—

Sp.

This is very common with our Countrymen; but what must be done then?

AP.

Then take the Course that [ have frequently experienc’d to succeed.

Sp.

I want to hear it.
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AP.

Bring in a Couple of Buffoons or Jesters, who by their Gestures may express some
Argument without speaking a Word.

Sp.

But why without speaking?

AP.

That the Guests may be all equally diverted; or, if they do speak, let them speak in a
Language that none of them understands. By speaking by Gestures they will all
understand alike.

Sp.

I can’t very well tell what you mean by an Argument.

AP.

There are a Thousand; as suppose, a Wife fighting with the Husband for the Breeches,
or any other such comical Transaction in low Life. And, as to Dancing, the more
ridiculous it is, the more diverting it will be. These ought not to be above half Fools;
for, if they be downright Ideots, they will, before they are aware, foolishly blab out
what may give Offence.

Sp.

As you have given me good Advice, so I wish that the Deity Comus may always
befriend ye.

AP.

I will conclude with this, or rather repeat what I said at first; Don’t be too thoughtful
to please every Body, not only in this Affair, but in any other Circumstance of Life,
and that will be the Way to please them the sooner; for it is a good Maxim in Life,
Too much of one Thing is good for nothing.
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Of THINGS And WORDS.

The Argument.

p. 132This Colloquy concerning Things and Words, exposes the preposterous
Judgments of some People, who are more ambitious of Names, than they are of the
Things themselves, to be esteemed, than to deserve Esteem. In aiming at Things, it is
better to be and to have; in avoiding Things, it is better to be thought to have them
and be without them. It is the worst of Frauds to cheat a Friend.

BEATUS And BONIFACE.
BE.

God bless you, Boniface.

Bo.

And God bless you heartily, Beatus. But [ wish we were both of us answerable to our
Names, you rich, and I handsom.

BE.

Why then, do you account it so small a Matter to have a great Name?

Bo.

Indeed I make very small Account of the Name, unless there be the Thing too.

BE.

But most Men are of another Mind.

Bo.

Perhaps they may be Mortals, but I don’t take ’em to be Men.

BE.

Nay, good Man, they are Men, unless you think there are now-a-Days Camels and
Asses in the Shape of Men.
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Bo.

I should sooner be of that Mind, than believe that they can be Men, who had rather
have the Name than the Thing itself.

BE.

In some Sort of Things, I confess, that many had rather have the Thing, than the
Name; but in many Things it is quite the contrary.

Bo.

I don’t very well take you in.

BE.

We have an Example of it in ourselves, you are call’d Boniface, and you have what
you are call’d; but if you were to be depriv’d of either of them, had you rather have an
ugly Face, or be call’d Cornelius?

Bo.

Why, indeed, I had rather be call’d Thersites, than have a Face as ugly as the Devil;
whether I have a handsom one now or not, I can’t tell.

BE.

Then again, if [ was rich, or must either part with my Wealth or my Name, I had
rather be call’d Irus than be depriv’d of my Estate. I grant what you say to be true;
and I am of Opinion it is the common Temper of those that enjoy Health, and other
corporal Enjoyments.

Bo.

It is probable.

BE.

But how many may we see that had rather have the Name of being learned and pious,
than to be learned and pious?

Bo.

I know a great many of this Sort of People.
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BE.

Well then, is not the Name more esteem’d among us than the Thing itself?

Bo.

So it seems to be.

BE.

Now if we had a good Logician, who could properly define what a King, a Bishop, a
Magistrate, and a Philosopher was, it is very likely we should find some among them,
who are more for the Name than the Thing itself.

Bo.

He is really a King who aims at the Good of his People, and not his own; governing
them by Law and Justice: And he a Bishop, who watches carefully over the Lord’s
Flock: And he is a Magistrate, who sincerely studies the good of the Publick. And a
Philosopher is one, who neglecting the Goods of Fortune, studies only to get the
Endowments of the Mind.

BE.

By these you may see how many Examples of this Kind I could produce.
Why truly, a great many.

BE.

Will you deny all these to be Men?

Bo.

I am afraid we shall sooner lose the Name of Men ourselves.

BE.

But if Man is a rational Animal, how contrary is it to Reason, that in the
Conveniencies, rather than the real Goods of the Body, and in external Things, which
Fortune gives and takes away at her Pleasure; we had rather have the Thing itself than
the Name; and in the real Goods of the Mind, we put more Value upon the Name,
than the Thing itself.

Bo.

It is an absurd Way of judging, if a Man did but consider it seriously.
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BE.

And the Reason is quite the same in those Things, that are on the contrary Side.
Bo.

I expect what you’re going to say.

BE.

We may pass the same Judgment as to the Names of those things that are to be
avoided, as has been given as to those that are to be desired.

Bo.
That’s plain.
BE.

For to be a Tyrant is more to be abhorr’d, than to have the Name; and if a Bishop be a
bad Man, the Scripture calls him a Thief, and a Robber: These Names are not to be
detested by us, so much as the Things themselves.

Bo.

In Truth I am of your Mind.

BE.

Do you infer the same as to the rest?

Bo.

I understand you perfectly well.

BE.

Don’t all Fools hate to be call’d Fools?

Bo.

Yes indeed, and more than other Folks.

BE.

Would not he be a Fool that should fish with a golden Hook, and prefer Glass before
Jewels? that should put more Value upon his Horses, than his Wife and Children?
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Bo.

He would be a greater Fool than Ben of the Minories.

BE.

Are not they such Fools that list themselves for Soldiers, and for the Sake of a poor
Pay expose Body and Soul to Danger? who make it their Study to scrape up Riches,
when their Minds are destitute of all good Science? who make their Cloaths and
Houses fine, but let their Minds lie neglected and slovenly? who are very careful to
preserve their Bodies in Health, and take no Care of their Minds, that are sick of
mortal Diseases? and in the last Place, who for the Sake of enjoying the fleeting
Pleasures of this Life, deserve eternal Torments?

Bo.
Reason itself obliges a Man to confess, that they are worse than Fools.

BE.

But tho’ every Place is full of such Fools as these, you can scarce find one that can
bear to be call’d a Fool, tho’ they have no Aversion to being Fools.

Bo.

It is really so.

BE.

Come on, you know every Body hates to be call’d a Lyar or a Thief.

Bo.

They are very hateful Names, and not without Reason.

BE.

But for all that, tho’ to debauch another Man’s Wife is a greater Sin than Theft, some
glory in the Name of Adulterers; and if you were to call them Thieves, they would

draw their Swords upon you.

Bo.

This is a common Thing with a great many.
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BE.

And again, tho’ many give themselves up to Whoring, and Drinking, and do it
publickly; yet if you should call them Whoremasters, they would be highly offended
at it.

Bo.

These glory in the Thing, and hate the Name that belongs to it.

BE.

There is scarce any Name that sounds harsher in our Ears, than the Name of a Lyar.
Bo.

I know some that would run a Man thro’, that should affront them by giving them the
Lye.

BE.

But I wish they did as much abhor the Practice. Have you never had it happen to you,
that he that promis’d to pay you what you lent him, upon a certain Day, fail’d you?

Bo.

Ay, very often; and tho’ he had sworn to it too, and not only once, but over and over.

BE.

But it may be they were not able to pay.

Bo.

Nay, they were able enough, but they thought it more to their Advantage to let it
alone.

BE.
And is not this Lying?
Bo.

Ay, downright.

PLL v6.0 (generated September, 2011) 161 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/726



Online Library of Liberty: The Colloquies vol. 2

BE.

And did you dare to say to this Debtor, Why have you told me so many Lyes?

Bo.

No, not except I had a Mind to fight him too.

BE.

Well, and in like Manner do not Masons, Smiths, Goldsmiths, and Taylors promise
Things upon a certain Day; and don’t perform it, altho’ it is of great Concern to you?

Bo.

Ay, and are not at all asham’d of it: And you may add to these, such Persons as
promise to do you a Kindness.

BE.

Ay, you might give a thousand Instances more, not one of which would bear to have
the Lye given them.

Bo.

The World abounds with these Lyes.

BE.

So in like Manner no Body will bear to be call’d Thief, when at the same Time, they
have not the same Abhorrence of stealing.

Bo.
I would have you tell me plainly.

BE.

What Difference is there between him that steals a Thing out of your Escritoire, and
him that forswears what you have deposited with him?

Bo.

No Difference but this, that he’s the more wicked Man that robs him who reposes a
Confidence in him.
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BE.

But how few are there that do restore that which has been put into their Hands? or, if
they do, restore the whole.

Bo.

I believe but very few.

BE.

But yet not one of them will bear to be call’d a Thief, tho’ he has no Aversion to the
Thing itself.

Bo.

This is very common.

BE.

Now do but reckon up with me, what is commonly done in the Management of the
Estates of Orphans, as to Wills and Legacies; how much sticks to the Fingers of the
Managers?

Bo.

Very often the whole.

BE.

They love Thieving, but hate the Name of it.

Bo.

"Tis true.

BE.

What do Collectors and Coiners of publick Money p. 137 do, who either coin it with
too great an Allay, or too light? Or they who raise and fall the Exchange of Money for
private Ends? Tho’ we don’t very well understand the Reason of it, yet we may speak
of what we experience daily. He that borrows, or runs in Debt with Design never to
pay, altho’ he be able, differs very little from a Thief.

Bo.

He may probably be said to be more wary, but not more honest.
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BE.

But notwithstanding there is so great a Number, yet none of them can endure the
Name of a Thief.

Bo.

God alone knows the Heart; and for that Reason, among Men, those that run
themselves over Head and Ears in Debt, are not call’d Thieves.

BE.

What signifies what Men call them, if God accounts them Thieves? Surely every one
knows his own Mind. And besides, he that owes a great Deal of Money, and yet
dishonestly lavishes away what Money he gets; and after he has broke, and cheated
his Creditors in one City, runs into another, hunting about for People to cheat; the
oftner he does so, does not he declare the more plainly what he is at Heart?

Bo.

Ay, too plainly; but they oftentimes gloss over the Matter.

BE.

How?

Bo.

They pretend that this is a common Practice with great Men, and Kings, to owe a

great Deal of Money, and to a great many Persons; and therefore they that are of this
Disposition more resemble great Men.

BE.

What Use would they make of that?

Bo.

It is admirable, what great Liberty they would have allow’d to Knights.

BE.

But by what Right, or by what Law?
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Bo.

Just the same that the Lord of the Manor shall claim to himself, whatsoever is cast a-
Shore from a Shipwreck, altho’ there be a right Owner of it; or by which other
Persons would keep to their own Use, what they take from a Highway-Man after he
has been apprehended.

Robbers themselves might make such Laws.

Bo.

Ay, and they would too, if they knew how to maintain them; and they would have
enough to plead in excuse of them, if they did but denounce War before they
committed the Robbery.

BE.
Who gave Knights this Privilege above the Commons?
Bo.

The Law of Arms; for thus they are train’d up for War, that they may be more expert
at plundering the Enemy.

BE.

I believe it was after this Manner that Pyrrhus train’d his Soldiers up to War.
Bo.

No, but the Lacedemonians did.

BE.

A Mischief take them, and their whole Army too. But how came this Title to have so
great a Prerogative?

Bo.

Some have it by Descent, some purchase it with Money, and some take it to
themselves.

BE.

And may any Body have it that will?
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Bo.

Yes, he may, if his Manners but be answerable to theirs.

BE.

What are they?

Bo.

Never to be guilty of doing a good Action, to go fine, wear a Diamond Ring, whore
stoutly, game continually, spend his Life in Drinking and Diversion, speak of nothing
that’s Mean, be continually cracking of Castles, Duels, Battles, and every Thing that
looks great: They take the Liberty of quarrelling with whom they have a Mind, altho’
they han’t a Foot of Land of their own to set their Feet upon.

BE.

Such Knights as these deserve to be mounted upon the Wooden Horse: But there are a
great many such Knights in Gelderland.
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CHARON.

The Argument.

p. 139Charon detests Christians fighting one with another. An evil Genius brings
News to Charon, that all the Earth was up in Arms for War: Ossa, the Goddess Fame
in Homer, the Monks and Jesuits, are the Incendiaries.

CHARON, Genius ALASTOR.
CH.

Whither are you going so brisk, and in such Haste, Alastor?

AL.

O Charon, you come in the Nick of Time, I was coming to you.

CH.

Well, what News do you bring?

AL.

I bring a Message to you and Proserpine, that you will be glad to hear.

CH.

Out with what you have brought, and lighten your Burden.

AL.

The Furies have been no less diligent than they have been successful, in gaining their
Point: there is not a Foot of Ground upon Earth, that they have not infected with their
hellish Calamities, Seditions, Wars, Robberies, and Plagues; so that they are grown
quite bald, having shed their Snakes, and having quite spit all their Venom, they
ramble about in search after whatever they can find of Vipers and Asps; being become
as smooth as an Egg, not having so much as a single Hair upon their Heads, and not
one Drop of Venom more in their Breasts. Do you get your Boat and your Oars ready;
you will have such a vast Multitude of Ghosts come to you anon, that I’'m afraid you
won’t be able to carry them all over yourself.
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CH.

I could have told you that.

AL.
How came you to know it?
CH.

Ossa brought me that News above two Days ago.

AL.

Nothing is more swift than that Goddess. But what makes you loitering here, having
left your Boat?

CH.

My Business brought me hither; I came hither to provide myself with a good strong
Three-Oar’d Boat: for my Boat is so rotten and leaky with Age, that it will not carry
such a Burden, if Ossa told me true. But, indeed, what Need was there of Ossa? for
the Thing shews itself, for I have suffered Shipwreck already.

AL.

Indeed you are dropping dry, I fancied you were just come out of a Bath.

CH.

No, I swam out of the Stygian Lake.

AL.

Where did you leave the Ghosts?

CH.

They are swimming among the Frogs.

AL.

But what was it that Ossa told you?

PLL v6.0 (generated September, 2011) 168 http://oll.libertyfund.org/title/726



Online Library of Liberty: The Colloquies vol. 2

CH.

That the three Monarchs of the World were bent upon one another’s Destruction with
a mortal Hatred, and that there was no Part of Christendom free from the Rage of
War; for these three have drawn all the rest in to be engag’d in the War with them.
They are all so haughty, that not one of them will in the least submit to the other: Nor
are the Danes, the Poles, the Scots, nor the Turks at Quiet, but are preparing to make
dreadful Havock. The Plague rages every where, in Spain, Britain, Italy, and France;
and more than all, there is a new Fire sprung out of the Variety of Opinions, which
has so corrupted the Minds of all Men, that there is no such Thing as sincere
Friendship any where; But Brother is at Enmity with Brother, and Husband and Wife
cannot agree. And it is to be hop’d, that this Distraction will be a glorious Destruction
of Mankind, if these Controversies, that are now managed by the Tongue and the Pen,
come once to be decided by Arms.

AL.

All that Fame has told you is very true; for I myself, having been a constant
Companion of the Furies, have with these Eyes seen more than all this, and that they
never p. 141 at any Time have approv’d themseves more worthy of their Name, than
Now.

CH.

But there is Danger, lest some Good Spirit should start up, and of a sudden exhort
them to Peace: And Men’s Minds are variable, for I have heard, that among the
Living there is one Polygraphus, who is continually, by his Writing, inveighing
against Wars, and exhorting to Peace.

AL.

Ay, ay, but he has a long Time been talking to the Deaf. He once wrote a Sort of Hue
and Cry after Peace, that was banish’d or driven away; and after that, an Epitaph upon
Peace defunct. But then, on the other Hand, there are others that advance our Cause
no less than the Furies do themselves.

CH.

Who are they?

AL.

They are a certain Sort of Animals in black and white Vestments, Ash-colour’d Coats,
and various other Dresses, that are always hovering about the Courts of Princes, and
are continually instilling into their Ears the Love of War, and exhorting the Nobility
and common People to it, haranguing them in their Sermons, that it is a just, holy and
religious War. And that which would make you stand in admiration at the Confidence
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