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LATTERY is a poifonous and
pernicious Weed, which grows and
prevails every wliere, but moft where
it does moft Harmy I mean in
264 Courts, If few dare fpeak the T'ruth

= o228 10 ticir Superiorsy hiow (hall he who
has na Superiors ever come to know the ‘I'ruth ?
Perhaps there never was an Inftance in the World,
where a Prince was told the fincere ‘I'ruth in
every ‘I'hing which concerned him to know, by
any Servant of his, “I'ruthis of a plain, unalte

Vour. II, Az ' ratle




P

¢ CATO's LETTERS,

gable Nature, and cannot be moulded into fathion-

able Shapes; Truth is therefore unfit to be &

Courtier ;: But Fulflwed, being the Creature of the
Imagination, is capable of bearing all modifh and
pleafing Forms Falfhood is therefore an agree-
able Guett in Palaces, ‘To illuftrate this, endlcle
Yxamples might be brought 3 but unfortunate
Vrinces are the moft pregnant Exampln. Galta,
when he had loft all, and nothing semained to
him but his Life, which he was alfo foon to lofe,
bhad not one about him to tell him his Condition
and Dan%cr 3 fo cruelly dithoneft were his Ser-
vants ] ‘Vheir Flattery prevented the Means of
his Prefervation, ‘They therefore were the firlk
Murtherers of their Mafter, :
Nathing more is neceffary in order to be flat-
tered, than to be ?permoﬁ. Galba was hated
for his Avarice, and defpifed for his Age and Sc-
verity 3 yet, in Complaifance to. an Emperor,
Multitudes of People, and particularly of Sena-
tors and Gentlemen, addreffcd him to put Otk to
dcath, and to banifh all his Accomplices: And 2
Rumour being fpread, that Otk was flain, the
fame Sct of Flatterers ran to the Palace with noify
Congratulations, and deceitfully complained that
Yute had fnatched the Ufwper from their Ven-
cance, : i
& What Marks were here of Loyalty to Galla’s
Perfon, and of Zeal and Firmuefs to his Intereft |
ct in fo fmall a Space as two Hours after, Otho'’s
{’owcr having prevailed in Rome, Othe had their
Hearts and their Acclamations in his Turn, and
Gilba’s Death was demanded of him with the fame
Jmpostunity that the Death of Otk had been de-
manded of Gala,” and by the fame Mgn,
A mclan-
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CAT0's LETTERS P

A melancholy Leflon of the vile Fraudulency
of Flatterers, and of the Blindnefs of Princes who
truft in them ! Even Galla, who was thought
Proof againtt Flaterers (adverfus blandientes incor-
rupius) was deceived by them, - ’

The Sieur Amelot de la Huflaye, from whom
many of thefe Obfervations are taken, fays truly,
that moft Princes are better armed againft Fear
than againft Flactery : Terrors animate them, and
"I hreats whet their Courage 3 but Flattery fofteng
their Minds, and corrupts their Mannersj it makes
them negligent and idle, and forget their Duty,
Corrupta mens affiduis adulationibus, fays Tacitus of
Domitian,  Befides, miftaking Flattery for Com-
phifance (which is a Sign of Affe&lion) they think
that thofe who flatter them love them, and from
that Delufion come to truft and employ their moft
dangerous Enemics,  He furcher fays, that Philip
11, of Spain was wont to interrupt tgofe who went
sbout to flatter him, by faying to them roundly,
Ceals trifiing, and sell me what st coucerns me to bnow
Werds worthy of all Princes, who are never en-
tertained by their Flatterers but with “I'hings ufelefs
or pernicious,  If Princes never heard any T hing
but what they ought to know, they wou{d never
hear Flatterers, :

Flattery is a falfe and felifth Thing, begot only
I‘?'_ Fear or Favour; and bhaving itfelf only in

iew, it obferves no Rule of Equity or Merit,
but praifes and calumniates, juft according as Men
are exalted or deprefled, ~ Mezeray tells us, that
as long as Henry I, of Framee built magnificent
Monafteries, and plunged himfelf into Monkifh
Devotions, ill-becoming his Dignity, the Monks
sevescd him as a Saint, and called him one: But

A no
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6 CATO's LETTERS,

no fooner was the religious and feditious League
formed againft him, but thefe iodly Ingrates load-
ed Lim with all the Reproaches and ill Names
that they could devifey “Fyrant, Hypocrite, Mur-
therer, and Abominable, “were the Tiitles which
they gave Lim; and at laft they butchered him as
a Heretick: So eufily can Flatterers make one and
the fame Man a God or Devil ; and fo true is it
that Fiatterers love no Man, and only court the
Vortunes of Men,  Flattery is venal, and always
goee to the beft Bidder ; and it is fervile, and al-
ways crouches moft to thofe who are uppermoft,
let them be what they will s Adulationi /!rdm eri-
wiea forvitutis ingfl,  Moft of the Evil that Princes
commit, comes from the Leflons and Complai-
fuace of Flatterersy and to fuch moft Princes have
oed their Ruin: Few Princes would have done
what many of them did, if their falfe Friends had
not told them that they might do what they would ;
We have had many Inftances of this at Home,
and there have been more Abroad, It would be
a great Advantage to Princes, if they would re-
member that there never was a Prince in the
Weild but was flattered, and never a Prince but
was hurt by Flattery, and many utterly undone
by it, It has made good Princes bad, and bad
woife: By Flattery they have been brought to
think themfelves more than Men, and to alt
worfe than Brutes; and, in fine, to live and die
as Beails of Prey live and die, in Blood, ‘Ibeir
Flatterers having made them worfe than Men,
adored them like Gods: But, as Pliny fa]'s, Prin-
cipum exitus docit ne @ diis guidem amari nifi quos
bimines ament,

Their
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€AT0 LETTERS, 7

T'heir Bufinefs is to tell their great Patron what
"pleafes him, though it deftroy him; and when
they have deprived him of all his Friends, his In-
nocence, his Felicity, and his Pofleflions, they
Jeave him too; or, having ruined his Fortune,
th;-{ take lwai; his Life, which is their laft and
beft Civility; For Flattery ends ever in. Ingrati-
tude, and often in Treafon; and for Princes to be
often diftrefled by thofe whom they have obliged
moft, is nothing new, . :

Flattery is always great, in proportion as its
Patrons are bad. And therefore Pliny obferves,
that thofe Emperors who were moft hated, were
likewife moft flattercd 3 for he fays, that ¢ Dif-
% fimulation is more ingenious and artful than
s¢ Sincerity, Clavery than Liberty, Fear than
¢« Love,”  Hence Klattery is a Sign of Servitude,
and inconfiftent with Equality, and with Liberty,
the Oﬂ'sprin% of Equality, Itisindeed one of t
Purpofes of Ilattery to make Men worfey it gains
by Corruption, and lives upon Credulity, Folly,
and Yice, Tt is particularly at perpetual Enmity
with Truth; and Flatterers are like Lyars, not to
be believed cven when they fpeak Truth, 1 have
fomewhere heard Flatterers compared to Thieves,
who break into Houfcs by Night 3 the firl® Thing
that they do, is to extinguifh the Lights: So Flat-
terers, when they have befet a Pringe, or any other
Great Man, never fail to keep far from him all’
,Li%‘ht and Information. -, = ! .

lattery is crucl, and gives bloody Counfels §
and Flatterers are conftant and mercilefs Calum-
niators: Every Word which they do not like, is
Libel 5 every Ation tha difpleafes them, is T'rea-
Jop or Sedition: Where there are no Faults, they

A ¢ ricato -,
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s CATO's LETTERS,

create them, ‘The Crimes objeCed to the honeft
and excellent Thrafta Petus, were fuch as thefe:
% That he had never applauded Nere, nor en-
‘¢ couraged others to applaud him ; that when the
¢ Senate were running into all the Extravagan-
s cies of Flattery, he would not be prefent, and
¢ therefore had not been in it for tgree Years 3
*¢ thag he had never facrificed for Ners’scharming
¢ Voice § that he would never own Madam Pop-
% peu for a Goddefs, fhe who had been Nerd's
¢ Miftrefs, and was then his Wife 3 that he would
¢ not vote that a Gentleman who had made rn{.
* rical Verfes upon Nero fhould be put to Death,
 though he condemned the Man and his Libel 3 A
¢ but he contended that no Law made the Of-
¢ fence Capital 3 that they could not, without
¢ Scandal, and the Imputation of Cruelty, punith »
¢ with Death, an Offence for which the Laws |
3¢ had already provided a Punifhment that was 2
¢ milder,” Thele were the honourable and vire  ©
tuous Crimes of that great and good Man; but o
they were then High T'reafon, and coft him his ]
Life. Memorable are the Words of Philip de Co-
mines, fpeaking of Court Flatterers: ¢¢ If a Six-
¢ penny Tax be to be raifed, they cry it ought
¢ gc all Means to be a Twelve-penny one, If
s tge Prince be offended with any Man, they are
« dire@ly for hanging him, In other Inftances,
* they maintain the fame Charaéter, Above all
¢¢ Things, they advifc their Mafter to make him-
 flf terrible ; as they themfelves are proud,
¢ fierce, and overbearing, in hopes to be dreaded
¢ by that Means, as if Authority and Place were
¢¢ their Inheritance, ‘

| As
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CATO's LETTERS, 9

As all honeft Trruths affe@ fuch Men, whatever
is faid againft ill Men, they conftrue to be faid
againft them: And even when they are praifed,
. they cry they are abufed, and that fuch Praife is
rank Irony, Now all this is very impolitick
Good Men neither fear Libcls, nor fufpe@ Ap-
plaufes to be Ironies, Plinﬁfays juttly to Trgjan,
« When I fpeak of your Humanity, Liberality,
¢ Frugality, Clemency, Vigilance, &% I have
¢ no Apprehenfion that your Majefty will think
¢¢ yousfelf reproached with the contrary Vices.”
But it was not fo in fome preceding Reigns, when
Virtue was dangerous, Truth capital, and every
Book that contained cither was burnt, and its Au-
thor put to Death: By which violent and unjuft
Proceedings, they to fhut up for ever l’, .
ple’s Mouths, to abolifh the Liberty of the Senace,
and utterly to extinguith the Memories of good
Men, Not fatisfied with killing the Authors, they
exercifed their Rage upon their Works, and aK-

inted a Junto called Triumviri, to deftroy the

ruits of the greateft Genius's by Fire,

1 have fcarce ever heard of & more grofs or in-.
genious Piece of Flattery, than that of Vitellius to
Caligula, upon the following Occafion: That.
mad Emperor had taken it into his Head to be a
God, and thought he might debauch fome ot the
She-Dritics, as well as he had_his Sifters; ho
therefore asked Vitellius this Queftion, Pray, Vitel-
lius, fays he, have you never Hém ne embrace the
Moum ¥ O Siry fays the Pasafite, that it ¢ Myflery
swhich mone but a Gody fuch a5 your Majfly, ought to,
reveal,  Vitellius was one of thofe, guibus principum
boricfla atque inlunefla landare mos off 5 who praife;

As every,
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every ThinF that their Prince does, whether geod
or bad, Flattery therefore is never at the Height,
till Liberty and Virtue are utterly loft ; and with
the Lofs of Liberty, Shame and Honour are loft,
Tacitus, who never mentions the Woes of his
Country without feeming to feel them, talking of
Sejanur, who having got the whole Adminiftration
into kis Hands, was now the chief Idol at Reme,
makes M, Terentius fay with Indignation, ¢ We
¢ worfhipped his manumifed Slaves, and profti-
¢ ftuted ourfelves to his former Footmen 3 and to
¢ be acquainted with his Porter, was a mighty
¢ Honour,

As Flatterers make Tyrants, Tyrants make
Flatterers; neither is it poflible that any Prince
could be a Tyrant without them : He muft have
fervile Hands to execute his Will, fervile Mouths
to approve it, It was with great Fear that Niro
ordered the Murther of his Mother, though he
had wicked Counfellors enough to advife and ap-
plaud it ; and when he had done it, he was thun-
der-flruck and diftra&ted with Apprehenfions of
the Cenfequences; But finding Flattery from all
Hands, inftead of Refentment from any, he grew
outrageoufly abandoned, and plunged into all Li-
centioufnefs and Infamy: Had it not been for
Flatterers, the Middle and End of his Reign
nught have been as good as the Beginning, than
which there was fcarce ever a better,

I have faid enough to fhew the Vilenefs and
Mifchief of Flatterys a Vice which has finally
suined many Nations, and many Princes, and one
‘Iime or other hurt all.  Let us be thankful that
we are not at the cruel Merey of Flatterers, ard

have
/
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have a Prince who we firmly believe will never be
Jed or perverted by them ; we hope that he will
never have bad Counfel ﬁivcn him, and would ree
je@ ity if it were: We know his honeft Purpofes,
and great Moderation 3 and confefs with Gratitude,
that during his whole Reign no Outrages have
been committed upon the Lives and Fortunes of
any of his Subjefts § and that the Protection of the
Law has been as ﬂron% and extenfive, as ever it
was or ought to be. I could fay more, but I ftop
herey for the greatelt Honour that can be done 2
Prince, iskto fuppofe him above Flatery, and to
i}

avoid for his Sake the Appearance of it, when we
fpeak to him, or of him,.
G . I am, &c.

SATURDAY, Jul 1, 1721, No, 35,

S Of Publick Spirit,
S IR, » .
7 HE Lovs of one’s Couniry, or Publick Spirit, is a
. Phrafe in every body’s [Mouth, but it feldom
ocs deeper j it is talked of without being felt ;
gomc mention it without having any Ideas at all
of it, but only as a fine Thing which every body
likes, and a gdod Quality which onc would net
fecm to be without, - :
Others, when they name jt, intend only fome
poor and fcifith Gratification of their own; Thus
with Great Men, it is Wealth and Empire, to do
what they lift, and to get what they canj which
is dire& FaGion, or promoting, ynder Colour of
the Publick, thofe Views which are incenfiftent
with.

"Bl



13 CATO’s LETTERS,

with it.” Thus with the Trader and Artificery
it is the encouraging only that Sort of Art ot
Warz in which he himfelf deals ; and this is Mo-
nogoly and Engrofling, ever mifchicvous to she
Publick,

In Popith Countries, it is Publick Spirit to build
and beautify many Churches, at the Expence of
the poor People 3 who muft alfo maintain, at a
further Expence, a long Band of luxurious Eccle-
fiafticks, to play T'ricks in them or, in other
Words, to keep the Heads and Pockets of their
deluded Hearers as empty as they can, It is more-
over great Publick Spirit, toadorn an old Skull
with Pearl and Didmonds, and to enrich a vene-
rable rotten ‘Tooth with Gold and Emeralds, of s
Value fufficient to maintain a City and all its Inha-
bitants, who yet perhaps are farved by doing it,
1t is likewife very publick-fpirited there, for s Man
to flarve his Family and his Pofterity, to endow a
Monaftery, and to feed or rather gorge 8 Fraternit
of Reverend Gluttons, profefled Foes to Trut
and Peace, and to the Profperity of the World 3
Idlers, maintained to gormandize and deceive,
*I"his, forfooth, is Publick Spirit ; to rob the Coun-
try of its Hands, to rear uga pernicious and tur-
buleat Mob of Drones, in Principles deftruéive of
Liberty, and to bring up Enemics to a Country at
#ts own Charges,

I» arbitrary Countries, it is Publick Spirit to be

lind Slaves to the blind Will of the Prince, and

to flaughter or be flaughtered for him at his Plea-
fure: But in Proteftant free Countries, Publick
Spirit is another Thing ; it is to ecombat Force
and Delufion j it is to reconcile the true Intcrefls
of the Governgd and Governors ; it is 1o expofe
Jmpo-

T
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Impoftors, and to refit Oppreflors ; it is to main-
tain the People in Liberty, Plenty, Eafe, and Sc-

curity,

’l);»is is Publick Spirit 3 which contains in it
every Jaudable Paflion, and takes in Parents, Kin-
dred, Friends, Neighbours, and every Thing dear
to Mankind ; it is the higheft Virtue, and cone
tains in it almoft all others ;3 Stedfaftnefs to good
Purpofes, F ideli‘tiy to one's Truft, Refolution in
Difficulties, Defiance of Danger, Contempt of .
Death, and impartial Benevolence to all Mankind,
It is a Paflion to promote univerfal Good, with
perfonal Pain, Lofs, and Peril: It is one Man's
Car; :';)r Many, and the Concern of every Man

\ for N
" Confider this Pi@ure, O ye great Patriots and
Guardians of the Earth, and try if you refemble
it] Whom have ye exalted for his own Merits,
whom caft down for the Sake of your Country ?
‘Whal Advantages have you acquired to your Na-
tion, with Lofs to yourfklves? And have your

People’s Lofles never been your Gains ?

ut ‘of England thefe Queltions cannot well
be anfwered 3 mor could they in England for-

merly,

Il] nry Charaéler of Publick Spirit be thought
too heroick, at leaft for the living Generation
who are indeed but Babes in that Virtue; 1 wili
readily own, that every Man has a Right and &
Call to_provide for himfelf, to atiend upon bis
own Affairs, and to ftudy his own Happinefs,
All that I contend for is, that this Duty of a
Man to himfelf be performed fubfequently to the
general Welfare, and confiftently with it, The
Aflairs of All thould be minded preferably x;“‘t_to

airs



¥4 CATO's LETTERS,

Affairs of One, as every Man s ready to own
when his own Particular is embarked with the
Whole; as indeed everz Man’s will prove to be
fooner or later, though for a while fome ma
thrive upon the publick Ruins, but their Fate fel-
gom fails to mpect them at laft, them or theif Po-
erity, S )

"Tes a favourable Sign of Publick Spirit, though
not a certain Sign, when the Intereft dnd Reputa~
tion of Men rife and increafe to%;th’cr‘; and therg
is Policy and Wifdom in it, He who acquircs
Money in fpite of Fame, pays dear for his Ava-
rice, while it returns him Hatred and Curfcs, a$
well as Gold 3 and to be rich and detefted, is to
me no pleafing Charater, "Fhe fame holds trué
in regard to Ambition, ard every other Paffion,
which breaks its Bounds, ‘arid makes a Captive of
itsOwnér, It is fearce poflible to be a Rogue and
be beloved 5 and when Men are arrived to an In-
fenfibility of poxular Cenfure and Opinion concern-
ing their Honefty and Difhonefty, it is a Sign'tha¢
they are at Defiance with the Community where
they live, and that the reft ught to be upon theis
Guard againft them ; they dé as it weré cut thems
felves off from the. Socicty, and teach the People
what to call them, .~ :

It is true, that great ill Men never fail to have
great Court paid to their Fortunes § whigh Court
their own Sell-Love always conftrues fo be paid tq
their Perfons : But therc’ is'a Way to Undgccive
them, and it often happens ; let them but fink into
Meannefs, and they will foon find themfelves funk
into Contempt, which is the End of [Hatred when
the OLjeét of Hatred diminifhes, ‘

There
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Thereisa Sort of Men found almoft every
where, who having got a Set of gainful and favou-
rite Speculations, are always ready to fpread and
enforce them, and call their doing fo Publick Spirit,
though it often turns the World topfy-turvy: Like
the mad Monk at Heidelberg, who was for knock-
in§ every Man on the Head who did not like
RFenifp Wine, which it feems was his beloved
Liquor 3 perhaps he thought it was as reafonable to
make all the World fwallow Rbenifb, as to make
them fwallow Tranfubftantiation, '

‘ Otiniom, bare Opinions, fignify no more to
the World, than do the feveral Taftes of Meng
and all Mankind muft be made of one Complexi-
on, of one Size, and of one Age, before they can
be all made of the fame Mind, T'hofe Patrons
therefore of dry Dreams, who do Milchicf to the
World to make it better, are the Pefts and Diftrefs
fers of Mankind, and fhut themfelves out from all
Pretence to the Love of their Country : Strange
Men ! "They would force all Men into an abfolute
Certainty about abfolute Uncertaintics and Contra-
dictions ; they would afcertain Ambiguitics, withs
out removing them 3 and plague and punith Mcn
for having but five Senfes.
« T would affert another Propofition, as true as the
laft, though it may feem ftranger ; namc?', That
the taking a "Fhoufand or Ten Thoufand Pounds’
a Year for the Metit of helping to draw a- Hur-
dred “Fimes as much from the scoplc, is not Pub-
lick Spirit, whatever Ufe may call it; and to
grafp at All, and put a whole Country in two or
thrce Pockets, is a Sort of Publick Spirit, which
I hope in God never to fee, though there have
been Nations who have forrowfully file it, A
’
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As Liberty can never fubfift without Equality,
nor Equality be long preferved without an Agrarian
Law, orfomething like it 3 fo when Mens Riches
are become immeafurably or furprizingly great, &
People, who rei:ard their own Security, ought to
make a ftri® Enquiry how they came by them,
and oblige them to take down their own Size, for
fear of terrifying the Community, or maftering it,
In every Country, and under every Government,
particular Men may be too rich,

If the Romans had well obferved the Agrarian
Law, by which the Extent of every Citizen’s Eftate
was alcertained, fome Citizens could never have
. rifen fo high as they did above others ; and confe-
quently, one Man would never have been fet above
all the reft, and have eftablithed, as Cefir did at
laft, & Tyranny in that great and glorious State,
I have always thought, that an Enquiry into Mens
Fortunes, efpecially monftrous Fortunes raifed out
of the Publick, like Milton’s infernal Palace, as it
were in an Inftant, was of more Importance to a
Nation, than fome other Enquiries which I have
heard of,

But, will fome l’a{, is it 8 Crime to be rich ?
Yes, certainly, at the Publick Expence, or to the.
Danger of the Publick. A Man may.be too rich
for a Subject; even the Revenues of Kings may
be toa large, It is one of the EffeCts of arbitrary
Power, that the Prince has too much, and the
People too little 3 and fuch Incc?ality may be the
Caufe too of arbitrary Power, It is as aftonithing
as it is mclancholy, to travel through a whole
Country, as one may through many in Europe,

afping” under endlels Impofts, groaning under
Dsagoons and Poverty, and all to make a wantog.
an
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and luxurious Court, filled for the moft with the
worft and vileft of all Men, Good God! What
Hard-heartednefs and Barbarity, to ftarve Xerhapa
half a Province, to make a gw Garden | And yet
fometimes even this grofs Wickednefs is called
Publick Spirit, becaufe forfooth a few Workmen
and Labourers are maintained out of the Bread and
the Blood of half & Million,
. In thofe Countries, were the Judgment of the
People confulted, Things would go better: But
they are defpifed, and efieemed by their Governors
happy enough, if they do not eat Grafs; and hav-
ing no Reprefentatives, or Share in the Govern-
ment, they have no Remedy, Such indeed is their
Mifery, that their Cafe would be greatly mended,
if they could change Conditions with the Beafts
of the Ficld 3 for then, being deftined to be eaten,
they would be better fed :  Such a Misfortune is it
to them that ‘their Governors are not Cannibals |
Oh happy Britain, mayeft thou continue ever fo |
For a Conclufion : As the Prefervation of Pro-
perty is the Source of National Happincfs ; who-
ever violates Property, or Jeflens or endangers it,
common Senfe fays, that he is an Enemy to his
Countr{,; and Publick Spirit fays, that he fhould
fecl s Vengeance, As yet in England, we can
fpeak fuch bold Truths; and we never dread to
l{: the Day, when it will be fafer for one Man to
be a Traytor, than for another Man, or for a
whole People, to call him fo, Where-ever Pub-
: ‘l’icdePiric 15 found dangerous, fhe will foon be feen
ead,

G . I am, &,

SaTuRe.
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X 1
SATURDAY, July8, 1711, 'No, 36,
, Of Luyaly,
ST R

LOYA LTY is avery good Word; but, like
moft others, being wrefted firft by Defign,
and afterwards by Ignorance and Cuftom, from
its original and virtuous Signification, does now
frequently bear a very bad one, In an honcft
Senfe, indeed in common Senfe, it means no
more than the fquaring our A&ions by the Rules
of geod Laws, and an Attachinent tp 3 Coali-
tution fupported by fuch: And the ' French Word
Loy:inie, comes from another French Word, which
fignifes Lai, K
Other Meanings have fince been fathered upoh
that Word, fuchas it abhors, To bear flupidly
the wild or dekiberate ilt Ats of a Tyrant, overs
turning all Law, and to aflit him in'it, hds beehy
impioufly called Leyshy ; though it was all the
while on the other Side: As it is the very Office
and Genius of Loyalty to defend Law, Virtue,
and Property 3 and to pull down, as T'raytors and
Difloyalifts, all who afliule them,

hoever is lawlefs, is difloyal 4 and to boaft of
Loyalty to Difloyalty, is ftrdrige Ndnfenfe ; 2 Pi-
radox grﬂ invented by folemn”and pernicious Pe-
dants, whofe ‘I'rade it is to pervert the Ufe of
Words and the Meaning of Things, to abufe
and confound the human Underftanding, and to
wiflecd the Worid into Mifery and Darknefs. T
o
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To obey a Prince, who does himfelf obey the
Laws, is confefled on all Hands to be Loyalty :
Now, from hence, one would naturally think,
that, by every Rule of Reafon, it might be infer-
red, that to obey onc who obeys no Law, isa
Departure from all Loyalty, and an Outrage
committed upon ity and that both he who com-
mands, and he who olbeys, are Outlaws and Dif-
loyalifls: And yet thefc fame ungodly Pedants fhall
maintzin it to your Face, that though Loyalty
confift in obeying a good Prince, it alio confifts in
the very contrary, and in obeying a wicked Prince
who, though ke be an Eremy to God, is the
Vicegerent of God; and though he commit all
Wickednefs, yet does it by Divine Righty and
thovgh it b¢ a Sin t> cbey him, yetitis a ddim-
nable Sin to refitt him: In fhort, that all the In-
ftruments and Partners of his crying Crimes are
Loyalifts ; and all who defend Law, Virtue, and
Mankind, againtt fuch Monfters, are Rebels, and
afluredly'damned, for preventing or refifting Adtions
which deferve Damnation: And thus Men become
Retels, by afting virtuoufly againft the worft of
all Rebels, who are reftrained by no Confideration,
human or divine, ] .

Was ever fuch Impudence, Impiety, and Non«
fenfe, broached among(t Pagans? In Truth, they
never would have been broached amongft Chrie
ftians, had not Sandtity been miade a Cloak for
thofe who fold Godlinefs for Gain," and propagated
Impoflure at the Price of all that was virtuous and
facred, : -
Difloyalty is indeed rarely the Crime of Sub-
je@s and private Men; and they who charge it
moft upon others, are they who pratife it hmo{t

them-
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themfelves, King Rickard 11, and Edward 11,
.were the greateft Rebels in England in theie
own Time: ‘The greatet Rcbel in all Jraly,
is the Pope, Every lawlefs Prince Is a Rebe!,
and the Grand Scignior Is the greateft that is or
can b¢ in his own Dominions. It is true, he
is bound by no written Law; but in this very
Thing he is a Rebel: No Man ought to be ex-
empt from the Tics of Lawsy and the higher
an( Man is, the more T'ies he ought to be under,
All Power ought to be balanced with equal Re-
firaints, elfe it will certainly grow mifchievous ¢
He who knows no Law, butiio own Luft, fel-
dom obferves any other, Befides, there are fuch
'l‘hings as the eternal Laws of Mercy, Juftice, and
Truth, legible by every Man's natural Reafon,
when it is not blinded by Craft ; and. whoever ob-
ferves not thefe, let him be called by what Name
he will, is a Rebel to all the World, and it is
Loyalty to all the World to purfue him to De-
ftru@ion, : _

Brutus, who expellcd the royal and rebellious
Race of the Tarquins, was the moft loyal Man
in Rome; and his Sons, who would have re-
ftored them, were the greateft Rebels in Rome :
The Rénan People thercfore alted juﬁlg, when
they rewarded the Father with the Chief Ma-
giftracy 3 and the Father alted jultly, when be
facrificed the Traytors of his own Loins to
the Libertics and Refentments of the Roman
People,

Seme play with the Words Sovereign and Subjet,
and divert themfelves with the Ridicule of Obe-
dience refifting Command ;. But their Wit and

Reafoning are alike wretched, whether they pr:; .
ce
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ceed from Ignorance or Difhonefty, as they often
do from both; as if the World were to be guided
by Sound rather than Senfe, in Things ellential
to its Wcll-bclngl.‘ The higheft and firft Sove.
rcignty is in the Laws, of which the Prince has
only the fovereign Exccution: In other Worde,
it is his Office and Duty to fce the Laws obeyed ;
an Employment which implics their Superiority,
and his own Subje&tion,

A lcarned Prince, who knew not much of
Government, and pra@ifed Jefs than he knew,
did yet own, that & King is only the chief Servant
of the Stats, The Law ought to be the Mea-
ure of his Power and A&ions, as much as of
any private Man's, and more; as his Example
is 0‘9 greater Influence, and as his Opportunitics
snd Temptations to break them are greater than
any rrivate Man’s can be: And the only juit
Reafon that can be aﬂiﬁnqd why thofe Crimes
which are punithed with Death in a Subject, have
been often committed with Impunity by a Chicf
Magiflrate, was, becaufe the Station which he
was in gave him fuch Strength, and fuch @
Party, that to have punithed him, the Publick
Quict muft have been rifqued or fhaken: And
as to the inferior great T'raytors, the Gain of
their Crimes and Partners of their Guile prote&ted

them,

Fxalted Wickedue is the fafeft: I could name
an Eng'yh Reign, in which, for above Twenty
Yecars together, there fearce paffed a Week in
which the Prince did not venture his Crown, and
his Minifters forfeic their Hcads, And yet not
one of thele Forfeitures were exafted : So corrugt
and wicked was the Governmient, and fo tanc

' and
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and acquiclcing were the People, Indeed the Peo-

le in cver ntry deferve the beft Ufage, and’
in almoft all mect with the worlt; T'heir Lot is
very hard and uncqual ; ‘T'hey often pay Millions,
not only in their own Wrong, but frequently to
ftrenzthen the Hands of their Oppreffors: And
this they generally do, without fo much as a Tu-
mult 5 yet for one of them to coin a Silver Six-
pence, is Death and Confifcation,

Thefe Things arc obvious ; yet how little are
they confidered | It is fafer for a great Man to
rob a Country, than for a poor one to fteal a
Loaf; But the Wages of Villainy protect Vil-
lains, and Juftice is only blind where the Object
is maked, =-— Dut thefe are only Complaints,
which, we hope, we Britins will never have Caufe
to make,
~ We have been formerly ftunned with the big
Word Prersgative, by thofe who contend for Un-
limited Loyalty : I\(cn, who while they referve
to themfelves a Risht to be the moft turzulent of
all Subjects, would make all others the tamcft
and the blindeft of all Slaves, But what Prejo-
gative do they mean? 1 know no Prerogative in
tlie Crown, which is not at the fame Time a
certain Privilege of the People, for their Sake
granted, and for their Sake to be exerted : And
where a Prerogative is claimed in Oppofition to
the Rights and Interefts of the Pcople, fo far a -
‘T'yranny Is claimed § 'l;)'ranny being nothing clfe
but the Government of one Man, or of afew
Men, over many, againft their Inclination and
Intescft:  And ‘where Prerogative is exercifed
more go the Hurt than the Good of the Governed,
it is no longer Prerogative, but Violence and Ufur-
. pation 3
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pation 3 and therefore in England feveral Pre-
yogatives have from ‘Time td Time been taken
from the Crown, becaufe the Crown had abufed
them, = :

*A certain Britifs King was wont to fay, That

Jo long as be could make Bybops and Judges, be would

tave what Law and Gofpel be pleafed, —— An im-
pious and arbitrary Saying, and a bold one coming
from a Prince of fo mean a Sgirir,’ overning a
brave and a free People, who were difgraced by
his profufe and ridiculous Reign, which is one of
thofz that ftain our Annals, But for all the Ab-
furdity of his Government, and the Smallnc(s of
his Soul, he found himfelf able, by the Afliftance,
of Sycophants, to multiply and entail many Evils
upon thefc Kingdoms, It is certain, that he and
fome of his Pofterity found fuch complaifant Bi-
fhops and Judges, that the Religion and Poli-
ticks of the Court were generally the Religion
and Politicks of Weftminfler-Hall, and of I';lmy
the V1Ith’s Chapel : Abfolute Power in the Crown
was pleaded and granted in both thofe folemn
Places, '
So wicked and mercilefs a Thing is Self-Inte-
reft! Thofe grave Men, who were by Profef-
fion the Guardians of Truth and Law, gave up
both, to keep Preferment, or to acquire it, How
lietle are Men to be trufted, and how little docs
Religien bind them! They can break the ftrong-
¢l ﬁzmdc,, violate the moft awful Oaths, and
commit the moft horrid, moft extenfive Treache-
ries, for the vileft and moft uncertain Gratifica-
tions, I am therefore feldom furprized to hear
of the moft aftonithing Things and Events,
whether they be publick Depredations and Maf-
C ’ . facres,
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facres, or private Treacheries and Parricides §
having my Mind conftanily filled with Examplcs

haps they are not exallly of the fame
ture,

It is certain, that thofe Judges, Counfellor,
and Clergyy “who have adjud ed a difpenfing
and lawlels Power to Kings, had, cach of them,
the Guilt of a Thoufand private Murtherers
ingon their Head : They, as it were, figned a

cad- Warrant for their Country ; and’, as much
a8 in them lay, made themfelves the Authors of
univerfal Barbarity , Slavery, Infamy, and
Wretchednefs ; and of every other Evil and
Wickednefs, which is produced by that great
Source of all Evil and Wickednefs, Arbitrary
Power,

Of this we are fure, that the leaft Publick
Guilt is greater than the greateft Private Guilt ;
Let cvery Man concerned in Publick Truft,
every where, confider this, and examine his own
Meart;: Every Step which a publick Man takes,
every Speech which he makee, and every Vote
which he gives, may affe® Millions. Whoever
alls in a great Station againft his Confcience,
might perhaps with more Innocence carry a
Dagger, and like Old Muly fiab Twenty Men a

a

Day.

&ow were thefe {udge; and Counfellors above-
mentioned, Loyalifts? ~ Yes, doubilefs, if there
arc fuch Things as Loyal T'raytors, For, even
fuppofing Loyalty centered wholly in the Perfon
of the Prince, than which nothing can be more
falfe 5 get cven here it Jofes its Name, fince it is
coing him the higheft Unkindnefs, as it fcpar:ges

im

that anfwer them, or exceed them, though ﬁro,

:
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him from his People, and their Hearts from Lim,
and as it tempts him to Evily Ioads him with
Infamy and Guilt, and Jeflins Lis Sccuity 5 in
Prahy fuch Loyalty is Perfidioumels und Flate
tery, and has coft many Princes their Lives and
their Kingdoms,

No good Prince will pretend that there is an
Loyalty due to him further than he Limfclf 1s
loyal to the Law, and obfervant of Lis People,
the Makers of Kings and of Laws, If any Mun,
mifled by Soursl and Dilufion, doubt this, let Lita
confider what is the Defign of Magiilracy, and
what the Duty of Magifirates ; and if Le hay
Reaon in him, he will find that kis Duty is only
die ta thofe who perform theirs; that ProteCtion
ar | Allegiance are reciprocal 3 that every Mun Las
a R'ght to defend what no Man has a Right to
take: That the Divine Right of Kings, if they
kad it, caa only warrant them in doing Aflions
that are Divine, 2nd cannot proteét them in Crae
eity, Depredation, and Opprefiion: ‘I hat a Di-
vire Right to a&t wickedly, is a Contradiction and
Blafplany, as it is Maledictis Supreni Numinis, a
Reproach’upon the Deity, as if he gave any Man
a Commiffion to be a Pevil: ‘I'hat a Ky, in
Compyrifun with the Univeife, is not fo mich ay

"o Mayerof a Vown, in Comparifon with a King.

doum y and that, were Mr, Mayor called King, it
would give bin no new Right or, if 4 King were
only called Mr, Aliyery it would not Jefien nop
ehrogate his old Junfdidtion : “U'hat they are Loth
Civil Officers; and that an Oftuice in the Leiler
i, nioze pardonable than an Oficace in the Greaters
S hat the Doclrines of unbroken Hereditary Right,
anl of blind Obediencey are the Flighss an’d Pere

You, I, B gurics
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rerics of Flatterers, who belye Heaven, and abufe

ler, to make their own Court to Power, and
that not one of them will ftand the T'rial himfelf:
In fine, that Government, honeft and legal Go-
vernment, is imperium legum non hominum, the Aus
thority of Law, and not of Luft,

T hefe are the Principles upon which our Go-
vernment flands, the Principles upon which every
free Government muft ftand ; and that we Britens
dare tell fuch “I'yuths, and publith fuch Principles,
is a glorious Proof of our Civil and Religious Free-
dom: 'They are ‘I'ruths which every Briton ought
to know, even Children and Servants: They are
cternal ‘Truths, that will remain for ever, though
in too many Countrics they are dangerous, or ufe-
Jefs, or litt{: known: ‘They are Truths, to which
we arc beholden for the prefent Succeffion, and
the prefent mild Adminiftration j and they are the
Principles of Englih Loyalty, as well as of Englifh
IJian .

Bcf'z'rc I have done, I would take Notice of
another Miftake very common concerning Loy«
alty : It is indeed a T'rick, more than a Miftake}
I mean of thofe who would affert or rather create
a Sort of Loyalty to Minifters, and make every
“T'hing which they do ot like an Offence againft
their Mafler,

How endcfs are the Arts and Inftances of De-
ceiving | Yet the ftalet Artifices are fill new,

‘T he above is a Method which bad Minifters have

ever taken, but which good ones want not: Inno-
cent Miniiters will never proftitute the Name and
Authority of the Prince, to protect their own Faults
ard Mitlakes § and every wife and indifferent Man
will be for preferving him from the Iimputation }t;f

the

ERSE ok ik
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the Guilt and Folly of his Servants, who, when-
ever they are for thrufting in their Mafter between
themfelves and the Cenfure or Odium of their
own A&tions, do at once acknowledge that theic
own Aftions are evil, and that they would barba-
roufly and ungratefully make a Skreen of their
Sovereign, and fave themfelves upon his Ruin or
Difgrace, 7

hat can be more vile, what more difloyal,
than this | Yet who were louder in their Prate
about Loyalty, than the worft Minifters have ever
been 5 even while they were weakening their Ma-
fter’s Bands, creating him Enemics, and fetting
him at Variance with his People? "This is {o true,
that it has been fometimes impoflible to love the
Prince without abhorring his Servants, and to ferve
them without hurting or abufing him. Yet while .
they were very loyally undoing him, it was for-
footh high Difloyalty to refift or expofe them, —=
W hoever would recolle®t Inftances of this, nced
not go out of Ew?c, nor above Forty Years back-
wards: And for Inftances at Home, as we can
ﬁna no prefent ones, we fear none that are future,

I amy &e,

Bx faTURS
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SatrurpAy, Juyis, 1721, No. 37,

Claraiter of a good and of an evil Magijlrate, guotcd
' Srem Algernon Sidney, Ljy; . :

+ § TR,
'I‘H E following are the Sent'ments of Mr, $id.
#y: I know it is objeéted that be is a Kepub-
Jican ; and it is dithoneflly fugaeted that Iam a
Republican, becaufe | commend him as an excel-
lene Writer, and kave taken a Paflage or two
out of him, In anfwer to thic, I fhall only take
Notice, that the Pafiages which I take from him
ar¢ not Republican Paliages, unlefs Virtue and
Trutt te Kepublicans: “That Mr, Siliry’s Book,
for the Main of it, is eterpaily true, and agrecable
t> our own Conflitution, which s the bett Repub-
Jick in the World, with a Piirce at the Head of
it: ‘Fhat our Government is a Thoufand Degrees
pearer a-kin to a Coinmonwealth (any Sort of
Commoenweslth now fibfiting, or thet ever did
fubift in the World) than it 5 e Ablolute Mo-
patchy @ That for myfedf, 1 hepe in God never
to fee any other Form of Govanancent in Fuglind
than that which is now in Erglody and that i€
this be the Ruyle and Spinitof a Kepubl-can, Telory
in ity as machas 1 delpife chote who tike tafe
Methinds to decry my Wriirgs, which are ad-
dreflid to tie cominen Sen'e and Eapererce of
“Markind,  FLope that it is not yet made Herely
in Poiticks, to alicit taat Pvo and T'wo muhe
Four, : ‘

G ' “ I'le
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¢ The good Magiftrate feeks the Good of the
People committed to his Care, that he may
form the End of his Inftitution j and know-
ing 'I'hat chicfly to confilt in Jultice and Vir-
tue, he endeavours to plant and propagate them 3
oted by duing this he procures his own Good,
as well as that of the Publick, He knows
there s no Safcty where there is no Strength,
no Swrepyth without Union, no Union with-
out Juilice, no Juttice where Faith and T'ruth
in accomplifhing publick and private Engage-
ments is wanting,  ‘I'his he perpetually incul-
cazery &nid thinks it a great Part of his Duty,
by Precept and Example, to educate the Youth
in a Love of Virtue and Truth, that they
may be feafoned with them, and filled with
an Abhorience of Vice and Falihood, before
thicy attuin that Age which is expofed to the
sl vivlent Temptations, and in which they
may by their Crimes briuf the greateft Mif-
cliefs upon the Publick. ke would do all this,
though it were to his own Prejudice,  But as
guod Allions always carry a Reward with
them, thefe contribute in a high Mafure to
his Advantage, By preferiing the luterett of
the People Lefore his own, e pains their A=
feclion, and all that-is in their Power comes
w.th ity while he unites them to one another,
he unites all to himfelf,  In Jeading them to
Virtue, ke encreafes their Strength, and by
that Means provides for his own Satcty, Glory,
aud Power, .
¢ On the other Side, fuch as feck different
Ends maft take difierent Ways, When a Ma-
gidtrate fancies he is not made for the People,
: B3 ¢ bug
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but the People for him; that he docs not go-
vern for them, but for himfelf 3 that the Peos
ple live only to encreafe his Glory, or to fur-
nifh Matter for his Pleafure ; he docs not en-
quire what he may do for them, but what he
may draw from them: By this Mcans he fets
up an Intereft of Profit, Pleafure, or Pomp in
himfelf, repugnant to the Good of the Publick,
for which !g: s made to be what heis. "Thefe
contrary Ends certainly divide the Nation into
Partics; and while every one endeavours to
advance that to which he is addicted, Occa-
fions of Hatred, for Injuries every Day done,
or thought to be done, and received, muft ne-
ceflarily arife, T'his creates a_moft fierce and

. itreconcileable Enmity 5 becaufe the Occafions

are frequent, important, and univerfal, and the
Caufes thought to be moft juft, ‘The Péople
think it to be the greateft oI) all Crimes to con-
vert that Power to their Hurt, which was in-
ftituted for their Good ; and that the Injuftice
is aggravated by Perjury and Ingratitude, which
comprehend all Manner of Ill; and the Ma.
iftrate gives the Name of Scdition and Rebel-
ion to whatfuever they do for the Prefervation
of themfelves and their own Rights. When
Mens Spirits are thus prepared, a fmall Matter
fets them on Fire 3 but ifP no Accident happens
to blow them into a Flame, the Courfe of Ju-
ftice is certainly interrupted, the publick Aftairs
are negle@ed ; and when any Occafion, whe-
ther Foreign or Domeftick, arifes, in which
the Magiftrate flands in nced of the People’s
Afliftance, they whofe Affe@tions are alienated,
not only thew an Unwillingnefs to fcr‘v‘e h.ixlr;
® owit

o
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with their Perfons and Eftates, but fear that
by delivering him from his Diftreft, they
firengthen their Enemy, and enable him to op-
prefs them § and he, fancying his Will tooﬁe
unjuftly oppofed, or his Due more unjuftly de-
nied, is filled with a Diflike of what be fee:,
and a Fear of worfe for the future, Whilit
he ¢ndeavours to eafe himfelf of the one, and
to provide againft the other, he ufually encrea-
fes the Evils of bothj and Jealoufies are on
both Sides multiplied.  Every Man knows that
the Governed arc in a great mcafure under the
Power of the Governorj but as no Man, or
Number of Men, is willingly fubje@ to thofc
that feck their Ruin, fuch as fall into fo great
a Misfortune, continue no longer under it than
Fo-ce, Fear, or Neceflity may be able to oblige
them, But fuch a Neceflity can hardly lie
Jonger upon a great People, than till the Evil
be fully difcovered and comprehended, and
their Virtue, Strength, and Power be united
to expel it : The ill Magitkrate looks upon all
‘I'hings that may conduce to that End as'fo
many Preparatives to his Ruin; and b the
Hclp of thofe who are of his Party, wil{ en-
deavour to prevent that Union, and diminifh
that Strength, Virtue, Power, and Courage,
which he knows to be bent againit him. And
as ‘T'ruth, faithful Dealing, and Integrity of
Manners, are Bonds of Ugnion, and Helps to
Good, he will always, by Tricks, Artifices,
Cavils, and all Mcans go! ible, endeavour to
eftablith Falfhoood and Dithoneity 3 whilft other
Emiffarics and Inftruments of Iniquity, by cor-
supting the Youth, 1e;nd fuch as can ze brougl:t
: 4
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t> Levidnefs and Debauchery, bring the Peo.
ple to fich a Pafsy that they may neitker core
not date to vindicate their Rights 5 «nd that
thafe who would do it may fo far fufj et each .
cther, as pot to confer upon, much lefs to join
iny anny Adtion tending to the publick Delive-
rance,

¢ "Ihis diftinguifhes the good from the bad
Mogiitrate, the Faithful lrom the Unfaithful
wil thofe that adhere to eithery living in the
frie Principle, muft walk in the fame Ways,
‘I'iey who uphold the sightful Power of a juit
Mg firacy, encourage Virtue and Juflice, und
teach Men what they ought to do, fufier, of
expet from othersy thiey fix them upon Prin-
ciples of Honcfty, ‘and gencrally advance every
thing that tends to the Encreafe of the Valour,
Strength, Greatnefs, and Happinefs of the Na-
tion, creating a good Union am‘on%thcm, and
bringing every Man to an exact Underftand-
ing of his own and the publick Rights, On
the other Side, he that would introduce an ill

‘Magiftrate, make one cvil who was good, or

preferve him in the Adminiltration of Inju-
ftice when ke is corrupted, muft always open
the Way for him by vitiating the People, cor.
rupting their Manncrs, deftroying the Validity
ofl Qatlis, teaching fuch Evafions, Equivoca-
tions, and Frauds, as arc inconfiftent with the
“I'houghts that become Men of Virtue and
Courage 3 and overthrowing the Confidence
they ought to have in cach other, make it im.
pofiible for them to unite amongft themflves,
"Fhe like Arts muft be ufed with the Magilhate:
He cannot be for ther Turns, till he is per-

o fuaded
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fuaded to believe he has no Dependence upon,
and owes no Duty to, the Peopley that he is of
himfelf, and not by their Inflitutiony that no
Man ought to enquire into, nor be Judge of,
his A&ions ; that all Obedience is due to him,
whether he be good or bad, wife or foolifh, a
Father or an Enemy to his Country, . This
being calculated for his perfonal Intereft, he
muft purfuc the fame Defigns, or his Kingdom
is divided within itfelf, and cannot fubfit. " By
this Meins, thofe who flatter -his Humour
come to be accounted his Fricnds, and the only
Men that are thought worthy of great Trufts
while fuch as are of another Mind are expofed
to al} Perfecution, T'hefe are always fuch as
excel in Virtue, Wifdom, and Greatnefs of
Spirit: T "hey have Eyes, and they will always

fec the Way they go'; and leaving Fools to
guided by implicic Faith, will diftinguifh be-
tween Good and Evil, and choofe that which is
belt ; they will judge of Men by theis Actions,
and by them difcovering whofe Scrvant every
Man is, know whether he is to be obeyed or
not, ‘Thofe who are ignorant of all Good,
carelefs, or Enemies to it, take a more com-
%ndious Way: ‘Uheir flavith, vicious, and bafe
-tures inclining them' to feck only private and
prefent Advantage, they eafily flide into'a blind
Dependence upon one who has Wealth and
Power 3 and defiring only to know his Will,
care not what Injuflice they do, if they may
be rewarded,  Fley worthip what they find
in the Temple, though it Le the vileft of Idols;
and slways Dike that beit which is worft, be-
caufe it agrees with thelr Inclinations and Prin-
Bs s ciples,.



44 CATO's LETTERS,

¢ ciples, When a Party comes to be ercéted upont
¢ fuch a Foundation, Debauchery, Lewdnefs,
¢¢ and Difhonefty are the true Badges of it 3 fuch
- ¢ a5 wear them are cherithed ; but the principal
¢¢ Marks of Favour are refesved for them who are
¢¢ the moft induftrious in Mifchicf, either by fedu~
¢ cing the People with the Allurements of fenfual
¢ Pleafures, or corrupting their Undertandings
¢¢ with falfe and flavifh Doétrines.

I amy &e,

e

SATURDAY, July 22, 1721. No, 38,

The Right and Capacity of the Pesple 1 fudge of
vwrnment,

SIR, ,

TH E World has, from Time to Time, been
led into fuch a long Maze of Miftakes, by
thofe who gained by deceiving, that whoever
would [nftru&t Mankind, muft begin with remove-
ing their Errors; and if they were every where
honeftly apprized of Truth, and reftored to their
Senfes, there would not remain one Nation of Bi-
gots or Slaves under the Sun: A Happinefs always
10 be wifhed, but never expeQed !

In moft Parts of the Earth ¢here is neither Light
nor Liberty ; and even in the beft Parts of it the
are but little encoyraged, and coldly maintained;
there being, in all Places, many engaged, through
Jmereft, in a perpetual Confpiracy againft 'txl‘}jm'

- ey
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They are the two greateft Civil Bleflings, infepa-
gable in their Interefts, and the mutual Sugport of
each othery and whoever would deftroy one of
them, muft deftroy both, Hence ic is, that we
every where find Tyranny and Impofture, Igno-
sance and Slavery, juined together; and Opprefs
fors and Degeivers mutually aiding and paying con-
ftant Court to cach other,  Where-ever Truth is
dangerous, Liberty is precarious.

f all the Sciences that I know in the World,
that of Government concerns us moft, and is the
eafieft to be known, and yet is the leaft underftood,
Mot of thofe who manage it- would make the
Jower World believe that there is I know not what
Difficulty and My#tery in it, far above vulgar Un~
derftandings 3 which roceedin? of theirs is direct
Craft and Iinpofture: Every Ploughman knows a
good Government from a bad one, from the Ef<
fe@s of it; he knows whether the Fruits of his
Labour be his own, and whether he enjoy them in
Peace and Sccurity : And if he do not know the.
Principles of Government, it is for want of Think-
ing and Enquir{, fot they lie open to common
Senfe; but People are generally taught not to think
of them at all, or to think wrong of them,

What is Government, but a Truft committed:
by All, or the Moft, to One, or a Few, who are.
to attend upon the Affairs of All, that every one
may, with the more Security, attend upon his.
own? ‘A great and honourable Truft; but too.
feldom honourably executed 5 thofe who poflefs it
having it often more at Heart to encreale their:
Powcr, than fo make it ufeful ; and to be terrible,,
rather than beneficent, It is therefore a Truft,
which ought to bg bounded with many and ftrong,

Reflsaintsy,




36 CATO's LETTERS,

Reftraints, becaufe Power renders Men wanton,
infolent to others, and fond of themfelves, Every
Violation therefore of his Truft, where fuch Vie-
Jation is confiderable, ought to meet with propore
tionable Punithment ; ‘ang the fmalleft Violation of
it ought to mect with fome, becaufe Indulgence to
the Jeaft Faults of Magiftrates may be Cruelty to
a whole People.

Honefty, Diligence, and rlnin Senfe, are the
only Talents neceflary for the cxecuting of this
‘T'sufty and the publick Good is its only End: As
¢o Refinements and Finefles, they are often only
the falfe Appearances of Wifdom and Parts, and
oftener "T'ricks to hide Guile and Emptinefs; and
they are generally mean and dithoneft; they are
the Arts of Jobbers in Politicks, who, playing their
own Game under the publick Cover, fubfift upon
poor Shifts and Expedients 5 ftarved Politicians,
who live from Hand to Mouth; from Day to Day,
and following the little Views of Ambition, Ava-
sice, Revenge, and the like perfonal Paflions, are
ufhumed to avow them, yet want Souls great
enough to forfake them; fmall wicked Statefmen,
who make & private Market of the Publick, and
deceive ity in order to fell it,

‘Thefe are the poor Parts which great and geed
Governors feorn to play, and cannot play; their
Defigns, Jike their Stations, being purcly publick,
ere open and undifguifed.  "T'hey do not confider
their People as their Prey, nor lie in Ambufh for
their Subjeéls 3 nor dread, and treat and fuprize
them like Enemies, as all ill Magiftrates doy wlo
are not Governors, but Jaylors and Spunges, who
chain them and fqueeze them, and yot take itvery
il if they do but murmur ; which is yct much!k-(;

than
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than a People fo abufed ought to do,  T'here have
been ‘I'imes and Countries, when publick Mini-
fters and publick Encmics have been the fame indi-
vidual Men, What a melancholy Refleftion is
. this, that the moft terrible and mifchievous Focs to
a Nation fhould be its own Magiftrates] And yet
in cvery enflaved Country, which is alinoft every
Country, this is their woful Cafe,

Henefty and Plainnefs go always togcthcr, and
the Makers and Multipliers of Myflerks, in the
Y-.»Ii(ical Way, are fhrewdly to be fufpected of dark

defigne,  Cincinnatus was taken from the Plough
to fave and defend the Roman Statey an Oflice
which he exgcuted honeftly and fuccefsfully, with-
out the Grimace and Gains of a Statcfman, Nor
did i afterwards continue obftinately at the Head
of Affairs, to form a Party, rai a Fortune, and
fettle himfIf in Power: As he came into it with
wnivesfal Confent, he refigned it with univerfal
Applaufe,

It feems that Government was not in thofe
Days become a “I'rade, at leaft a gainful T'rade.——
Honelt Cincinnatus was but a Iarmier:s And happy
had it been for the Romans, if, when they weie
enflaved, thcy could have taken the Adminifiration
out of the Hands of the Emperors, and their refie
ned Politicians, and committed it to fuch Farmers,
or any Farmers, It is certain, thit many of their
Imperial Governors aéted more 1idiculoufly than a
Board of Plouglmen would have doney und more
Larburoufly than a Club of DLutchers could have
dane, ‘

But fome bave faid, [t is wot the Dufinefs of pri-
sate Aen b6 viedle wih Goeriment, A Lold, falfe,
aad d.chonett Saying 5 and whoever fays ity cither

kuows
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knows not what he fays, or carcs not, or flavifhly
fpeaks the Senfe of others, It is a Cant now al-
moft forgot in England, and which never prevailed
but when Liberty and the Conftitution were at-
tacked, and never can prevail but upon the like
Occafion,

It is a Vexation to be obliged to anfwer Non-
fenfe, and confute Abfurditics: But fince it is and
has been the great Defign of this Paper to maintain
and explain the glorious Principles of Liberty, and
to expofe the Arts of thofe who would dari'en or
deftroy them; I fhall here particularly fhew the
Wickednefs and Stupidity of the above Saying;
which is fit to come from no Mouth but that o?a
“T'yrant, or a Slave, and can never be heard by
any Man of an honeft and fice Soul, without
Horror and Indignation : It is, in fhort, a Saying,
which ought to render the Man who utters it fo’
gver incapable of Place or Credit in a free Country,
as it thews the Malignity of his Heart, and t
Bafenefs of his Nature, and as it is the pronoun=
cing of a Doom upon our Conflitution, ——— A
Crime, or rather a Complication of Crimes, for
which a lafting Infamy ought to be but Part of
gshe Punithmene, :

But to the Falfhood of the Thing: Publick
Truths ought never to be keri Secrets 5 and they
who do it, are guilty of a Solzcifm, and a Con=
¢radiction ; Every Man ought to know what it
concerns All to know, Now, nothing upon Earth
{s of a more univerfal Nature than Government ;.
and every privatc Man upon Earth has a Concern.
in it, begaufe in it is concerned, and nearly and
jmmediately concerned, his Virtye, his Property,,
and the Secusity of his Perfon: And whcu‘zh arlt

. €l
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thefe are beft preferved and advanced, the Govern.
ment s beft adminiftered ; and where they are not,
the Government is impotent, wicked, or unfor-
tunate; and where the Government is fo, the
People will be fo, there being always and every
where a certain Sympathy and Analogy between
the Nature of the éovemmcnt and the Nature of
the People, This holds true in every Inftance,
Publick Men are the Patterns of private ; and the
Virtucs and Vices of the Governors become quickly
the Virtues and Vices of the Governed, '

Regis ad exemplum totus componitur orbis,

Nor is it Example alone that docs it. Ill Go
vernments, fubfisting by Vice and Rapine, are
%zlous of private Virtue, and Encmics to private

ropesty,  Opes pro crimine § & ob virtutes certiffia
mum exitium, T hey muft be wicked and mifchie-
vous to be what they are s nor are they fecure
while any Thing good or valuable is fecure, Hence
it is, that to drain, worry, and debauch their
Subjects, are the fteady Maxims of their Politicks,
their favourite Arts of Reigning. In this wretch-
¢d Situation the People, to be fafe, muft be poor
and lewd : There will be but little Induftry where
Property is precarious; fmall Honefty where Vir-
gue is dangerous,

Profufenefs or Frugality, and the like Virtucs
or Vices, which affect the Publick, will be prace
tifed in the City, if they be pra&if«f in the Court 3
and in the Country, if they be in the City, Even
Nero SIhat Royal Monfter in Man’s Shape) was
adored by the common Herd at Rome, as much
as he was flattered by the Great; and both the

Litle and the Great admired, or pretended to
admire,
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‘adnire, his Manners, and many to imitate them,
Toacitus tells us, that thofe Sort of People long
lamented him, and rcjoiced in the Choice of a
:(a‘)uscdl'or that refembled him, cven the profligate

170,

Good Government docs, on the contrary, pro-
duce great Virtue, much Happinefs, and many
People.  Grecce and Jraly, while they continucd
free, were cach of them, for the Number of Ine
habitants, like one continued City 3 for Virtue,
Knowlddge, and Great Men, they were the Stand-
ards of the World ; and that Age and Country
that could come nearcft to them, has ever fince
been reckuncd the happicft, T heir Government,
their Free Government, was the Root of all thefe
Advantages, and of ali this Felicity and Renownj
and in thefe great and fortunate States the People
were the Principals in the Government j- Laws
were made by their Judgment and Autherity,
and by their Voice and Commands veere Magi-
ftiates created and ccndemned, ‘'hie City of Rome
could conguer the Warld 3 nor could the great
Pefirn Monarch, the greateft then upon Easthy
taid before the Face of one Grecd City,

Buat what ate Grece and Jraly now}y Rome had
it a Herd of pampered Monks, and a few ftarve
ing Lay Inlabitanis; the Canmpania of Rome, tha
fincdt 8pot of Earth in Eurepe, is a Defart,  And
for the modern Grecks, they are a fow aljeét con-
tnptible Slives, kept under Jgnorance, Chaing,
and Vilerclz, by the Turkih Monaich, who heeps
a praat Part of the Globe intenfely miferable, that
Le ray foem great withouyt being (o,

Sach s the Difterence between one Governe
micut and another, and of fuch important Cons

Cernnint
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vernmert is the Nature end Adminithation of
Goverrment © a People,  Aid 1 fay thut private
Mo hive nething to do with Government, is to
iy tf at priviie Mon hive nothing to do with their
onn Hoppinef und Midery,

What s the Pullick, but the colleCtive Rody
of private Man, s coay pivate Manis 2 Maw-
Lor of the Publich And is the Winle cught to
be cor caned for the Profovition of every private
Individualy it e the Lty of every Indisidual to
L cuiccined for the Whole, in which himiuif is
incldid, .

Oee Aoy ora fow Mo, lave ofien pretend-
¢d the Publick, and meant themfelves, and con-
ful'ed their own perfonal Intercft, in Inftances
effential to its Well-being 3 but the whole People,
by confuliing thieir own Intereft, confult the Pub-
lick, and aét for the Publick by aéting for them-
fehves: “I'Lis is particularly the Spirit of our Con-
flitution y in which the whole Nation is re.
prefinted § and our Records aftord Inflances,
whiere the Houfe ot Commons have declined en-
taiing upon a Queftion of Importance, till the
Jiad gone into the Country, and confulted their
Piincipals, the People : So far were they from
thinking that prvate Men had no Right to med-
Jle with Government, In Truth, our whole
worldly Heppinefs and Mifery (abating for Acci-
dents and Lifeafts) are owing to the Osder or
Mifmanagement of Government ; and he who
fiys that private Men have no Concern with Go-
vernment, dJovs wifely and modeftly tell us, that
Men have no Concern in that which concerns
them moft; it s faying chat People ought not te

concern
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concern themfelves whether they be naked or
clothed, fed or flarved, deceived or inftruted,
and whether they be proteQted or deftroyed : What
Nonlrcnfc and Scrvitude in a free and wife Na-
tion '

For myfelf, who have thought pretty much of
thefe Matters, 1 am of Opinion, that a whole
Nation are like to be as much attached to them-
felves, as one Man or a few Men are like to be,
who may by many Means be detached from the
Intereft of a Nation, It is certain that one Man,
and feveral Men, may be bribed into an Intereft
oppofite to that of the Publick ; but it is as cer-
* tain that a whole Country can never find an Equi-
valent for itfelf, and confequently a whole Coun-
try can never be bribed. It is the eternal Intereft
of every Nation, that their Government fhould be
good ;" but they who diret it frequently reafon a
contrary Way, and find their own Account in
Plunder and 6ppreﬂion; and while the publick
Voice is pretended to be declared, by one or a few,
for vile and private Ends, the Publick’ know no-
thing what Is done, till they feel the terrible Ef«
fulls of it,

By the Bill of Riglits, and the A& of Setdle-
ment, at the Revolution, a Right is aflerted to the
Poople of applying to the King and to the Par.
Jiament, by Petition and Addrefs, for a Redrefs of
publick Grievances and Mifmanagements, when
fuch there are, of which T'hey ar¢ Jeft to judge;
And the Difference between free and enflaved
Countries lies principally here, that in the former,
their Magiftrates muft confult the Voice and In-
tereft of the People 3 but in the latter, the pr‘i/cralt]c

. 'illy
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Will, Interelt, and Pleafure of the Governors,
are the fole End and Motives of their Adminiftra-
tion, R
Such is the Difference between England and
Turkyy which Difference they who fay that pri-
vate Men have no Right to concern themfclves
with Government, would abfolutely deftroy ; they
would convert Magiftrates into Bafthaws, and in-
troduce Popery into Politicks, T he late Revolu-
tion ftands upon the very oppofite Maxim ; and
that any Man dares to contradiét it fince the Rerce
lution, would be amazing, did we not know that
there are, in every Country, Hirelings whe would

betray it for a Sop,
G 7 am, &e,

e e it

SATURDAY, Juh 29, 1721, Nos 39,

Of tke Paffions y that they are all alike good aor all
alike evily acording as they are applied,

S 7R,

Othing is more provoking than to hear Men
talk magifterially, and with an Air of T'each«
ing, about Things which they do not underftand,
or which they have an Intereft to have underftood
wrong. We have, all of us, heard much of the
Duty of fubduing our Appetites, and extinguithing
our Paflions, from Men, who by thefe Phrales
fhewed at once their Ignorance of human Nature,
and yet that they aimed at an abfolute Dominion

over it,
Wiong
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Wrong Heads and knavith Defigns are. fre-
quently found togetlior 5 and Creatures that you
vooud not trofl with Laing out "Pen Shillings for
you in an Inftance where you uuft to your own
Unleftanding, fha!l fometimies, by the mere
Sourd of their Voice, and an unmeaning Diftinc-
ton, ke thanfves Madters of your Mind aind
Voo Futene,  Jois by traldting to thefe that Mea
Cane U hiow fo Late of thanflves, and to be
£ nach the Pey of others as ignorant and mare
¢hbonet, | know no Maa {0 fic us him&If o
poe himdery, ia Flivgs which puredy concan
Lanfit, Bow happy vould tiis pLin I{ulc nmuake
tie WWorld, it they could be Lrought to obferve it,
and 1o remember that Brown is as virtuous 4 Co-
Jour us Black 3 that the Almighty potlefies alike
every Quarter of the World 3 znd that in his Sight
Fita and Fleth in Point of Marit and Innocence
ate the fame ! Thefe Things are felf-evident, and
yet the Mifery of Mankind is ina great Meafuie
owirz to their Ignorance of them,

‘T'he ancient Stzicks had many admirable and
virtzous Precepts, but their Philofophy was too ri-
gid to by very popular . they taught Men an abfo-
Jute Juditlerdnee tor fenfaal Pain and Pieafiie s bat
in this their Doctrine was neither ufelul nor pradtis
cable,  Mea were not o be thus deale with 5 they
could rot ceafe to be Men, nor change Nature for
Philofophy, Befides, thefe "F'eachers being Pagans,
and arguing only from the ‘Fopicks of Wiidom
ftrained too high, had no Equivalent to offer to
their Difciples for parting with their Appetites and
their Seafes, But when fome of their Sophitts
came into Chritiznity, and brought along wich
them the fevere Notions of their Sect, they l'preu;i‘

an
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and reccommended the fame with more Succefs, by
tacking to thefe their Opinions the Rewards and
‘Verrors of the World . to come, which had no-
thing to do with them: However, they faid that
it had, and quickly found Credit enough to make
it dangerous to contradiét them,

‘I'befe favourite Dicams of theirs, added to
fome Sayings and Paflages of the Gofpel, ill un-
detftood, were vehemently urged, as if they had
been fo many certain Paflports to Paradife 5 and
foon turned Mens Brains, and made them reaily
fond of Poverty, Hardfhips, and Mifery, and even
of Death itfelf : Enthufiafm conquered Reafon,
and inflamed Naturey and Men, to be devout,
grew diftracted. '

T his came of ftifling the Paflions, and fubduing
Niiture, as the Phrafe was, But the Folly ard
Mufchict of this Doétiine thus extravagantdy puflicd,
wore not greater than it Falthood : Fory as thae
is no fuch hing as departing from Natare, with-
out departing from Lifey it is certain that they
who were semarkable for reftraining fome of their
Appetites, were as remat kabfe for indulging others 3
fo that their boaited Mortification was no more
than the Exchange of one Paflcn for another, aud
often ol a better for a worle, “I'hus there are many
Saints in the Romgrh Calendar, who practifed a re-
bigious Abftinence from all Soits of Fleth hivirg or
dead, and yet made it the Duty of their Pioteiion,
and the Bulinefs of their Lives, to ftir up Dutiin-
tion and War umongtt Men, and to premote
Slaughter and Defolation @ "[hey abflained” from
Wonen, and yct were the Authors of infite
Rapes and Adulteiies: I'hcir gentle and fanét:fied
Suuls would not aliow them to kitl, much I to

Cat
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eat any Part of an Animal made ¢o be killed and
caten j but they avowedly and pioufly preached up
human and Chriftian Butcherics, and have fmiled
over the Carcafes of a Nation maffacred at their
Inftigation, )

It is the Weaknefs and Misfortune of humaon
Race, that a Man, by the Means of one Virtue,
or the Appearance of it, is often able to do a
Thoufand Mifchiefs 3 and it is the Quality of hu-
man Nature, that when any one of its Appetites
js violently reftrained, others break out into pro-
portionable Excefles. "Thus Men grow rafh and
precipitate, by trampling upon Caution and Fear ;
and thus they become Cowards, by flifling the
Love of Glory : Whereas, if the Appetite for
Danger were checked by the Appetite of Sclf-Pre-
fervation, and the lazy Love of Safety by the Love
of Fame, Rafhnefs and Cowardice would be no
more,

It is the higheft Stupidity to talk of fubduing
the Paflions, in the common Acceptation of that
Phrafe; and to rail at them in grofs, is as foolith,
The greatelt Evils often proceed from the beft
Things abufed, or ill applied ; and this is particu-
farly true of the Paffions, which are the confti-
tuent Parts of a Man, and are good or ill as they
are managed, v .

The Exercife therefore of Reafon is nothi
¢lfe, but the indulging ot controuling of the Pal-
fions, with an impartial Hand, and giving them
all fair Play 5 it is an equal Adminiftration of the
Appetites, by which they are reftrained from out-
running one another : Thus, for Example, if Mens

Fears were always as powerful as their Hoﬁcs,
* they would rarely run into Dangerj or, if}c eir

3

Tope
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Sl?pc,s balanced their Fears, they would never
cipair, .

Svery one of the leading Paflions is as necefla
as another j all the Difficulty is to kecp them well
matfhalled: T'hey are only terrible by breaking
out of their Ranks; and when they do, they are
all alike terrible, though the World generall
thinks otherwife, But it is certain, that thofe
Paflions to which the kindeft Ideas are annexed,
do as much Mifchief when they get out of their
Bounds, as do thofe to which we annex the harfh-
eft Ideas; and Love and Hope, which bear foft
and mild Names, are in their Excefles as aétive
and as formidable Paffions, as are Anger and Re-

. venge, the Names of which are apt to fhock us}
and Anger and Revenge are, in their irzpcr Li-
mits, more defirable Paffions than are Love and

Hope out of their pro;l)cr Limits ; that is, they are
all equally good, or all equally evil, Jud as they
are let loofe or reftrained. A Man who cuts an-
other’s T hroat out of Love to his Wife, commits
the fame Wickednefs as if he did it out of Re-
venge.  Extravagant Joy for the Refloration Swhlch
was doubtlefs a great and extraordinary Blefling)
had well nffh coft England its Religion and Li-
berty 3 and afterwards the awakening Fears of
Popery faved both, No Nation has been mote
flethed in Blood than the Turds; principally, bee
caufe the falfe Hopes of Afabomes’s Jafcivious Para-
difc animated them in their Butcherics,

* T'he only Way therefore of dealing with Man.
kind, is to deal with their Paffions; and the Foun-
ders of all States, and of all Religions, have ever
donc fo: The firlt Elements, or Knowledge of
Politicks, is the Knowledge of the Paflions ; il}l]d

the

’
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the Art of Governing, is chiefly the Art of ap.
plying to the Paipos,” When thie prblick Patliong
(oy which Lmean every Man'’s particular Warmth,
an: Concern about publick”Franfactions and Events)
are weil regulated and honeltly cmploe'cd, tiis s
cal el Government, ot the Art of Goverring §
and when they are knavithly raife] and ill em-
ployed, itiscalled Faction, w Kich is the gratilying
of private Pailin by publick Means,

And becaufe Patlion_and Opinion are fo nearly
relted, ard kave fuch Force upon cach other, ar-
bitrary Courts and crafty Churctimen have ever
enceavoured to force, or frighten, or deceive the
eanle inte an Unitormity of "Fhonglitsy ¢fpecially
of Relixious Thoughts, === A "T'Ling tyr2anical
and impofiible ] And yet a whole Peogle do ofren,
thraugh Tgnerance or Feary feem of one Minly
and bat feom: For, if they came to explain, they

Cwendd find their Ideas difiee widcly, though their
Word, spree,  Whereas in a well-governed free
State, Divertity of Speculations is fo tar from ¢logs
ging the publick Geod, that it evidently promotes
the fame; all Mea being equally engaged in the
Defence of that, by which all Men are indifizrently
proteétul,  So that to attempt to reluce all Men
to one Standard of 'I'hinking, is abfurd in Philofo-
ohy, impious in Religion, and Faétion in the State,
And though the mostifying of the Apptites be a
very plaufible Phrafe, and, in a reftrained Senfe,
a Liudabls ‘Uhing 5 yet he who recommends it to
you does often mean nothing but this, Make your
Paliens tame, that I mey ride thim, M

I here is fearce any one of the Paffions but what
is truly lauduble when it centers in the Publicx,
and makes thut its Objeét,  Ambition, Avarice,

R‘.‘Vcngc,
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Revenge, are all fo many Virtues, when they aim
at the gencral Welfare, I know that it is exceed-
ing hard and rare, for any Man to feparate his
Paffions from his own Perfon and Intereft 5 but it
is certain that there have been fuch Men,  Brutus,
Cats, Regulus, Timoleeny Diony and Epaminondas,
were fuch, as were marzr more ancient Greeds and
Rontansy and, 1 hope, Lngland has fill fome fuch,
And though, in purfulng publick Views, Men re-
gard themfelves and their own Advantagesy yet if
‘they regard the Publick more, or their own in
Subferviency to the Publick, they may juftly be
cltecemed virtucus and good,  ©
No Man can be too ambitious of the Glory and
Security of his Country, nor too angry at its Mif=
fortunes and ill Ufagey nor too revengeful againft
thofe chat abufe anﬁ betray it ; nor too avaricious
to cnrich it, provided that in doing it he violates
not the Rights of others, :
Tacitus giving the Charaller of the Emperor
Galba, who doubtlefs was an honeft Man, and
had many Virtues, after faying that he coveted no
Man's Money, and was fparing of his own, adds,
that he was folicitous to fave publick Money: ——
Pocunie cliene non appetens,  fue taras,  publice
varns j which publick Avarice in him was a pub-
lick Virtue, and coft him his Life; he was not
futtered to reign, becaufe he would not lavifh awa
the publick Money in Bribes; Afiites a fi eligi,
rowemd,  So dangerous, and even fatal, was perfonal
Virtue in that corrupt State ] and fo hard and im.
poflible is ity in any State, to ftay the Progrefs of
Corruption | Galha would have reformed the Ro-
man State ; But the Vices of his Predeceflors, and
Jong Ufe, made it impraéticable 3 and he Joft his
oL 1, C Life
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Lifc in the Attempt, T'he Paflions of Men were
detached from the Commonwealth, and placed
upon their own (pcrfunal Sccurity or Gain} and
they bad no Senfe of the Publick, agd as little
Knowledge of its Affairs: For that great People,
and almoft the whole World, had been long the
fole Property of a fingle Man, who took Counfel
only of his Luft,
G Iam, &e,

SATURDAY, Augufl 5, 1721, No, 40,
Confilerations on the 1eflefi and Jelfifb Spirit of Man,

S IR,

T is_melancholy to confider how every Thing

in the World is abufed; The Reafon isy that
Men having themfelves chiely in View, confider
all Things with an Eye to themfclves only ; and
thus it is that gencral Bleflings ceafe to be fo by
being converted into private Property, as is always
done where it is (afe or poflible to be done,

Erquiring how it comes to pafs that the beft
T hings in the World, fuch as Religion, Property,
and Power, are made to do fo much Hurtj I find
it to proceed principally from hence, that Men
are never fatisied with their prefent Condition,
which is never perfedtly happy; and perfe& Hap-
pinefs being their chicf Aum, and always out of
their Reachy they are refllefly grafping at what
they never can attain,

So
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So chimerical is the Nature of Man! his great-
¢ft Pleafures are always to come, and therefore
never come, His Content cannot poflibly be per-
fe@, becaufe its higheft Obje&s are conftantly fu-
tures and yet it is the more perfet for their bein
future, Our higheft Enjoyment is of that whic
is not : Our Pleafure is Deceit ; and the only real
Happinefs that we have is derived from Non-En-~
titics, We are never fatisfied with being juft whae
we are 3 and therefore, though you give-us all that
we defire, or can conceive, yet we fhall not have
done defiring. The prefent Pofleflions give but
little Joy, let them be ever fo great; even as greae
as can be grafped; It is the Enjoyment to come
that is only or moft valued, hen we fay, that
if fuch a T'hing happened, we would be eafy ; we
can only mean, or ought only to mean, that we
would be more eafy than we are: And in that
too we are often miftaken ; for new Acquifitions
bring new Wants; and imnginar{: Wants are as
%undgent as real oncs, So that there is the fame

nd of Withing as of Living, and Death only
can ftus hie Appetites,

Publick Bleflings would really be fo to every
Mun, if every Man would be content with his
Share: But every Man would have morey nor
would more fatisfy him, whatever he may think g
but his Defires would rife with his Pofleflions or
his Power, and his laft Wifh would be to have
All: Nor would the Pofleflion of All quiet the
Mind of Man, which the whole Woild cannot
fill, Indecd, he who has moft, wants moft; and
Cure, anxious Care, as it is the clofc Companion
of Grzatnefs, fo it is furtheft from him who has
Jeaft ¢o care for,

Cis I own,
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Iown, that many have fecmed to defpife Riches
and Power, and really declined the Means of ac-
quirinﬁ them: But they deceived themfelves, if
they thought that this Condud of theirs was owing
to a real Contempt for the Things themfelves j
when in “Truth it was only a Diflike of the T'erms
vpon which they were to be had,  Difinterefted-
nefs is often created by Lazinefs, Pride, ot Fearj
and then it is no Virtue, Lhere is not, perhaps,
a Man living but would be glad of Wealth and
Grandeur, if he could acquire them with Specd,
and poflefs them with Eafe; and almoft all Men
would risk, and do daily risk, Kafe, Reputation,
Lifc, and All, to come at them, Do we not fee
that Men venture being Beggars to be rich, lofe
their Reft for the Sake of Quict, and acquire In-
famy to carn Honour ?  We live in a Hurry, in
order to come at a Retting-place; and in Crowds
to purchale Solitule, . Nor are we the nearer to
our knd, though the Mecans fucceed: Human
Lite is a Life of Expe&ation and Carey and he
who rcjeds the Conditions, muft quit it

Every Paffion, every View that Men have, -is
foltith in fome Degree 5 but when it docs Good to
the Publick in its Operation and Confequence, it
may be ju(ﬂy called difinterefted in the ufual Mean-
inyg of .that Word, So that when we call any
Maa difinterelled, we fhould intend no more by
it, 1than that the ‘Turn of his Mind is towards the
Publick, and that he has placed his own perfonal
Glery and Pleafure in faving it, ‘Lo ferve his
Ceuntry is his private Fleafure, Mankind is his
Miftrefs 5 and he does Goed to them by gratifying
himf, :

Difuite.
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Difintereftednefs, in any other Senfc than this,
there is none, For Men to a& independently on
their Paflions, is a Contradiction y fince their Paf-
fions enter into all that they do, and are tha
Source of it: And the beft A&ions which Men
perform, often arife from Fear, Vanity, Shame,
and the like Caufes, When the Paffions of Men
do Good to others, it is called Virtue and Publick
Spirit; and when they do Hurt to others, it is call-
¢d Selfithnefs, Difhonefty, Luft, and other Names
of Infamy, The Motive of every Man’s Con=
du@ is fetched from within, and has a good or ant
ill Name according to its Effect upon others; and
fometimes the great Difference between an honeft
Man and a Knave, is no other than a Piece of
Humour, or a Picce of Chance. As the Paflions
of Men, which are only the Motions raifed with-
in us by the Motion of Things without us, are
foothed or animated by external Caufes, it is hard
to determine, whether there be a Man in the
World who might not be corrupted by fome
Means and Applications 3 the Nicety is, to choofe
thofe that are proper.

All thefe Difcoverics and Complaints of the
Crookednefs and, Corruption of human Nature are
made with no malignant Intcotion to break the
Bonds of Society 5 but they are made to fhew, that
as Selfithnefs is the flrongeft Buafs of Men, every
Man ought to be upon his Guard aguinft another,
that he become not the Prey of another. “I'he
too great Confidence which many Mcn have pla-
ced in One, has often suined Millions, How
many forrowful Experiences have we, that Men
will be Rogues where they dare; and that the
greateft Opportunitics always make the greateft |

C3 Give
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Give them what you can, they will fill want
more than you gives and therefore the higheft
“T'rufts are the moft apt to be broken.

Thofe who have talked moft of the Dignity of
human Nature, fcem to have underftood it but
little, Men are fo far from having any Views
purely publick and difinterefted, that Government
firft arofc from every Man’s taking care of him-
felf } and Government is never abufed and pervert-
¢d, but from the fame Caufe. Do we not know
that one Man has flaughtered a Million,” and over-
turned Nations, for the gaining of one Point to
himfelf ? and that slmoft all Men would follow
Evil, if they found their greateft Advantage or
Pleafure in it?

Here therefore lies the Source of all the Evil
which Men fuffer from Men, that every Man
Joves himfelf better than he loves his whole Sr’c-
cies, and more or lefs confults himfelf in all that
he does, He naturally purfues what is pleafant or
profitable in his own Eyes, though in doing it he
entail Mifery upon Multitydes, ~So that we have
0 other Security againft the Malice and Rapine
of each other, but the Sccurity of Laws or our
own Force. By Laws Sucictics fubfift within
themfelves ; and by Force they defend themfelves
againft cach other,” And as in the Bufincls of
Faith and Leagucs between Nation and Nation,
“Treatics are made by Confent, but kept by Fear -
and Power; and obferved or violated jult as Intc-
seft, Advantage, and Opportunitics invite, with-
out Regard to Faith an oogood Confcience, which
are only Words of Good-breeding, with which
Courts compliment one another and themfelves 3
fo between Subje@t and Subject, and between Ma-

. o giftraces
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giftrates and Subjedts, Concord and Security are

preferved by the Terror of Laws, and the Tics

of mutual Intereft; and both Interelt and Terror

derive their Strength from the Impulfes of Sclf-
ve,

T'kus one Man is only fafe, while it is the In-
tereft of another to let him alone; and Men are
Knaves or honcft Men, according to the Judg-
ment which they make of their own Intereft and
Eafe, and of the T'erms upon which they choofe
to live in the World, Many Men arc honeft,
without any Virtue, or indced a Thought of Ho-
nefty y as many others are Rogucs, without any
Malice: And both Sorts mean only their own per-
fonal Advantage ; but take different Roads to ar-
vive atit, Thisis their great Aim; and that Con-
fltitution which trufts more than it nceds to any
Man, or Body of Men, has a terrible Flaw in it,
and is big with the Sceds of its own Deftruction,
Hence arofe T'yrants, and Tyranny, and Standin
Armics 3 Marius, and Cefar, and Oliver Cromwell,
How prepofteroufly do Men a&t! By too great
Confidence in one Man, or & few Men, they be-
come Slaves ; and by a general Diftrutt of each
other, they continue fo!

It may be obje@ed, that fince Men are fuch a
wretched Race, made fo by the Apoftacy of Adam,
they are not worth ferving 3 that the moft unha
py of them are but what they themfelves would
n’ukc others, and therefore their Fate is juft upon
them,

In anfwer to this, I readily own what I have
been proving, that Men are very bad where they
dare, and that all Men would be T'yrants, and do
what they pleafe,  But ftill let us preferve Juftice

C 4, and.
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and Equality in the World, Why fhould he, who
is bad himfclf, opprefs others who are no worfe
than him? Befides, the Lot of Humanity being an
unhappy one, it is an_honeft Ambition, that of
endeavouring to mend it, to improve Nature by
Virtue, and to mend Mankind by obliging them
to obferve Rules that are good, We do not expeét
philofophical Virtue from them; but only that
they follow Virtue as their Intereft, and find it pc-
nal and dangerous to dcgart from it, And this is
the only Virtue that the World wants, and the
only Virtue that it can tiuft to,

' I am, &c,

Saturpay, Augulig, 1721, No. 41,

The Emperor Galba's Speech to Pifoy with an Intrge
’ uétion,

S 7R, 4 ‘
IScnd you a Tranflation of the Speech of the
Eraperor Galta to Pifi, when he adopted him
his Partner and Succeflor in the Empire; a Specch
full of great Senfe, great Honefty, and noble Sen-
timents, ~ Indced Galba feems to have come to the
Government with worthy Intentions to mend it,
To reftore the ancient Liberty, was impoffible,
T hings had run long in another Channel ; People
were accuftomed to the Largefles and falfe Bounty
of their Princes, to the awful and founding Namcs
of the Cefars, and to the Luxury, Pomp, and
Tinfel of a Court, The Soldiers would have an
Emperor ; nor could the Senate withftand the
Soldiers :
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Soldiers: The venerable Orders of the Common-
wealth had been long abolithed, her ancient Virtucs
extin; Nibil ufguam prifei & integri moris } and
the Commonwealth itfelf was forgot : Quotus quif~
que reliquus qui rem {ubliram vidiffér | fa{va Tacitus,
fpeaking of the End of the Reign of Augufius.
I‘:ﬂwrt, the Emperor was sllin all ¢ wwme Jlluc
cuntta vergere, ‘The State was overturned, man-
gled, and changed: The old Laws of Equality
were utterly loft in the Imperial Power, and that
was fupported by the Sword. There was no Safe-
ty but in Servitude; Fufa principis afpeliars, emmm
Kll the other Magiffrates were but Shadows with
fine old Names,

The chief Aim therefore of Galba, fince he
could not reftore, was to reform. A worthy At-
tempt, but he failed in it: So irrefiftible was the
Tide of Corruption| Two T hings principally ob-
firucted his Defign, and fhortened his Lifc and
Reign; the Avarice of the Soldiery, and the vile
Conduét of his Servants, :

As to the Soldiers, he had honeftly, but unfor-
tunately faid, that he would choofe themy but not buy
them y a Saying which they never forgave him,
Befides, as he practifed himfelf the rigid old Roe
man Difcipline, he would oblige his Army to
pradife ic; a’l‘hing new to them, and intole-
sable, They had been long ufed to Luxury and
Sloth, and were grown as fond of the Vilenefs
and Vices of their Princes, as the old Republitan.
Armics had been of the Temperance, Modefty, .
and other Virtues of their Commanders : They
therefore could not bear the Severity and Frugality
of Galba 3 nor would Galba depart from his Tem-'
per and his Purpofes, Moncy would have made

! Cs them .
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them his Friends ; but he would part with none,
‘I"’he Refletion ol} the Hiftorian upon this Conduct
of his is fine, but melancholy § w—— Nocuit anti-
quii rigory & nimia feveritas, cud jam pares non fu-
mus: ¢ He was ruined by reviving unfeafonably
¢¢ the fevere Virtue of our Anceftors : Alas! we
$¢ are no Jonger equal to it.” To conclude this
Head ; the oldiers butchered an Empcror that
would not bribe them,

As to the Part of Galba’s Servants in the Tra-
gedy of their Mafter, it was no fmall onc: They
made him odious by their own Crimes; and in
his Name committed Cruelties and Rapine, which
blackened his Charatter; and when they had
brought him under a general Diflike, none of his
own good Qualities could recover him his good
Name: Invifo femel princpe, feu bene feu male falla
premunt,  Their Avarice was imputed to him, and
called his: = Fam offerebant venalia cunéla preepo-
tentes liberti, “They were refolved to make the
mofl of his fhort Reign 3 and by doing fo made it
fhorter: —— Servorum manus }/iz itis avide, & tane

warm apud fenem feflinantes, He paid dear for their
ickednefs : ~— Udio flagitiorum oneratum deflrue-
bant. His Chara@ter, in relation to his Fricnds
and Servants, was, That he was indulgent to
them, if they.were good; and blind to their
Faults, if they Were bad, Ubi in bonos incidiffét,
S reprebenfione patiens : Si mali forenty ufque ad
cultam ignarus,

‘Che reft of his Charaller, taken from Tacitus,
from whom I have taken the Whole, is, That
being Seventy Years old, he had lived in Profpe-
rity during five Reigns, more happy in them than
in"bis own: That he was of a Family Ancient,

Great,
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Great, and Noble, and Mafter of great Wealth:
‘I'hat he had a moderate Capacity, and more In<
" nocence than Abilitics: T'hat he ncither courted
Fame, nor defpifed it: T hat he coveted no Man’s .
Money, was fparing of his own, and folicitous to .
fave publick Money :  That a Nobleman of his.
great Birth and Quality, having lived fo fecurely
in fuch dangerous Times, was a Thing fo fur-
“vrizing and rare, that his good Fortune pafled for
Vifdom, and his real Indolence for real Art:
T'hat in the Vigour of his Years he acquired great
Renown in the German Wars: "That being Pro-
conful in Africa, he governed that Province, and
alterwards Spain, with great Equity: That he
feemed greater than a Subje&t, while he was but &
Subje®y and that, in the Opinion of all Men, he
was equal to the i‘lmpire, if he had never ixci;

Emperor, ) ’
So much for the Charaer of Galba ; which I
thought ncceflary to introduce his Speech to Pifs

who was every way worthy of the Adoption, an
of a better Fortune; which, however, was of
a-plece: He was long an Exile under Ners, who
had murdered his Brother Craffes; as had Clandius
his Brother Maguus: He himfelf was but four
Days Cefar, and then butchered 3 as was his eldeft
Brother prefently after him. He was of a noble
Race, both by Father and Mother, and had an
amiable and popular Charaler for the Scverity of
his Manners, and his many Virtues; and during
the few Days of his higheft Power and Adverfity,
he behaved himfelf with great Modefty and Firm-
nefs, and feemed to make good every Hope con-
cerning him, —— But Virtue and Goodnefs were -
then pernicious, and we fee what he got by hé;]ving}
“them, .
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them, ‘T'he whole Story, and pasticularly his Fate
in ity affeCs me,
Iam, &,

The Speech of Galba #o Pifo,

L1 Ere 1, as a private Man, to adopt you for
“ ‘V my Son, by Virtue of the La‘:)vi»3 (;uriafa, )
¢¢ in Prefence of the Pontifs, according to the or-
¢« dinary Ufage; glorious even then would be the
¢ Adoption to us both ; as with the Blood of the,
¢ great Pompey and of Marcus Cgﬁ: my Family
¢ would be enriched ; and the Nobility of your
¢« Houfe derive freth gglendor from the fignal Lu-
¢¢ ftre and Renown of the Sulpitian and Lutacian
¢ Race, I am now a publick Perfon, by the uni-
¢¢ ted Confent of Gods and Men called to the
¢¢ Empire ; and of this fame Sovercignty, for
¢¢ which our Anceftors contended with Arms, I,
¢¢ who by War have obtained it, do offer you the
L Poﬂ'clh};m, while _you are neither fecking nor
¢ Eurfuin it: A Gift to which I am urged only
¢ by the Love of my Country and your own ex-
¢ cellent Qualifications. In this I follow the Ex-
¢ ample of the deified Auguffus, who aflumed fuc-
s¢ ceflively, for his Partners in Power, fisft his
¢¢ Sifter’s Son, Marcellus; next his Son-in-Law,
¢ Agrippay afterwards his Grandfons ; laftly, his
¢ Wite's Son Tiberius, But Auguflus, who would
¢ entail the Empire upon his own Houfe, in his
¢ own Houfe fought a Succeflor: I choofe out of
¢ the Commonwealth an Heir to the Common-
¢ wealth, Not that I am reduced to this Choice
s¢ by any Want of Relations to my Blood, or of
s Fellow-Commanders in War, But ncither dild
(1]
2
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¢t I, no more than you, arrive at fupreme Power
¢ by any Eftorts of Ambition j and my thus over-
s¢ looking your Relations, as well as my own, is
¢¢ a Proof and Monument with what Sincerity of
s¢ Intention I prefer you to all Men, You have
¢ a Brother, in Nobility your Equal, in Age
¢s your Superior 3 a Man worthy of this Fortunc
4 s did I not in you find one ftill more worthy,
¢ Such is your Age, asto be paft the Giddinefs
¢¢ and Impctuofity of Youth Exch has been your
¢¢ Courfe of Life, that nothing in your Conduét,
« thus far, is fubject to Blame, But hitherto
¢¢ you have only had an adverfe Fortune to con-
s¢ tend with, More dangerous and keen are the
¢¢ Stimulations of Profperity, to try the Temper
s¢ of the Soul, and call forth its Weaknefles, For,
¢¢ the Strokes of Calamitfy we ftruggle under and
¢ bear: Bya Flow of Felicity we are utterly
¢¢ fubdued and corrupted, -
¢ You, doubtlefs, will ftill retain, with your
¢¢ ufual Firmnefs, the fame Honour,. Faith in
¢¢ Friendthip, Candour, and Freedom of Spirit 5
¢¢ Endowments which, above all others, adorn
¢ the Mind of Man, But the falle Complaifance
¢ of others will flacken your Fortitude, Flattery
¢ will force its Way to your Heart; dcceitful
«¢ Soothings, the moft peftilent Poifon to every
¢ honeft Affeétion, will enchant yous and to
« his own fordid Gain will every Particular be
s¢ wreflting your Honour and good Inclinations,
¢ You and Iupon this Occafion converfe together
¢ with Hearts perfeily open and fincere; Others
¢¢ will choofe to make their Addrefics to our Fore
s¢ tune rather than tous, Indeed, to deal faith-
s fully with Princes, to reafon them into their
' ¢ Duty,

-

- o
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¢ Duty, is a mighty Task, and with infinite
¢ Difficulty performed.  But eafy is the Art. of -
¢ cajoling ‘any Prince whatfocver, and in doing .
s¢ it the Fleart has no Share.  Could this immenfe
s¢ Empire fubfift and be fwayed without a fingle
¢ Ruler, I fhould glory in refigning, glory in
(L bd"ﬁ the firft Emperor who refigned the Power
¢¢ of the Republick into her own Hands, But
¢ fuch, long fince, has been the fatal Situation
¢ of the State, that all the Good which my old
¢ Age enables me to do to the Roman People, is
s to Jeave them a good Succeffor 3 nor ¢an you,
¢ with all your Youth, do more for them than
¢ afford them in yourfelf a benevolent Prince.
«¢ Under Tilerius and Caligula and Claudius, we
¢ were all of us no more, the Roman World was
« no more, than as the Inheritance of one Fa-
¢ mily, That the Empire has in me begun to-
¢ be cle@ive, is a Sign of our ancient Liberty re.
¢ vived, and fome Equivalent for it} the only
¢ Liberty we are capable of enjoying. Now the
¢ Fulian and Clandian Familics being extinét, the
¢¢ beft Men are likely, in this Way of Adoption,
¢¢ to become the higheft. To be fprung from a
«¢ Sovereign Race, is the Effc@ of Chance, and
¢ further than this requires no Deliberation or
¢ Regard. But in the Work of Adoption the
¢ Judgment is exercifed, fice from Biafs and Re-
¢ ftraint; and whenever you want to choofe, you
¢ are by the general Confent diretted to the Per-
¢¢ fon worthy to be chofen, ’
¢¢ Have always before your Eyes the Example
¢ of Nirs, who, fecure as he was, and fwelling
¢¢ with the Pride of his Race, a long Genealogy of
¢¢ the Cafars his Anceltors, was not in reality de-
¢¢ throned
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throned by Julius Vindex, the Governor of a
Province ‘unprovided with Forces, nor by me,
aflifted by one Legion: No, it was his own
brutal T'yranny, his own beaftly Debaucheries,
that flung down the T'yrant from riding on the
Neeks of Mankind, Nor was there till then
any Inftance of an En:reror by &lbli(k Sen.
tence condemned and depofed, ¢ who fuc-
ceed him by a different Title, by War and by
publick Apﬁrobation and Choice, fhall thence
reap publick Glory, however the Malignity of
Parsiculars may purfue us, Nor muft you be
alarmed, if, while the World itfelf continues in
this icneral Uproar, there are two Lcgions
which yet remain unreclaimed to Obedience, It
was my own Lot to be called to an unfettled
State j and as to my old Age, the only Ob-
jetion to my Government, it is no longer one,
fince, when it is known that [ have adopted
you, I fhall feem young in my Succeflor, T'le
Lofs of Nero will ever be regretted by all the
moft Profligate and Bad, T'o us it belongs, to
you and to me, fo to govern that he may not
alfo be regretted by the Good, .
“ To fay more in this Way of Inftru@ion, °
the prefent Conjunéture fuffers not 3 nor is it
necellary 3 fince if I have in you made a wor-
thy Choice, 1 have anfwercd cvery Purpofe,
One certain Rule you have to obferve, exceed-
ing wholfome, as well as exceeding thore; So
to comport yourklf towards your Subjeéts, as,
were you a Subjet, you would wifh your Prince
to comport towards you. By this Rule you wil
beft dil‘fin uifh the Boundaties of Juflice and
Iniquity  beft comprehend the Ast of Rcignli‘ng :

 For,
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¢¢ For, you muft remember that it is not with us
¢ a5 with other Nations, fuch as are barbarous
s¢ and tyrannized, where a particular lordly Houfe
¢ is eftablithed, and where all befides are Slaves
¢ without Referve,  But you are about to govern
¢¢ the Romans 3 a People of too little Virtue to
« fupport complete Liberty, of too much Spirit to
¢ zar abfolute Bondage. .

'}

SATURDAY, Augut 26, 1721, No, 42,
Confiderations on the Nature of Laws.

S IR,
'HE Mifchiefs that are daily done, and the
Evils that are daily fuffered in the World, are
fad Proofs how much human Malice exceeds hu-
man Wifdom, Law only provides againft the
Evils which it knows or forcgcs ; but when Laws
fail, we muft have Recoutfe to Reafon and Na-
ture, which are the only Guides in the making of
Laws, Stirgem juris a natura repertam, fays Ciceroy,
there never would have been any Law againft any
Crime, if Crimes might have been fafely commit-
ted, againft which there was no Law : For every
Law ﬁ:p fes fome Evil, and can only punifh or
seftrain the Evils which already exift.

But as pofitive Laws, let them be ever fo full
and perfpicuous, can never entirely prevent the
Arts of crafty Men to evade them, or the Power
of great oncs to violate them 3 hence new Laws
arc daily making, and new Occafions for more

arg
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are daily arifing: Sothat the utmoft that Wifdom,
Virtue, and Law cando, is to leffen or qualify, but
never totally abolith, Vice and Enormity, Law is
therefore a Sign of the Corruption of Man; and
many Laws are Signs of the Corruption of a State,

Pofitive Laws dcrivin% their Force from the
Law of Nature, by which we are dire@ed to
make occafional Rules, which we call Laws, ac-
cording to the Exigencies of Times, Places, and
Perfons, grow obfolete, or ceafe to be, as foon as
they ceafe to be neceflary  And it is as much
againft the Law of Nature to exccute Laws, when
the firft Caufe of them ceafes, as it is to make
Laws, for which there is no Caufe, or a bad
Caufe, This would be to fubjet Reafon to Force,
and to applz; a Penalty where there is no Crime,
Law is right Reafon, commanding T'hings that
are good, and forbidding T hings that are bad; it
is a Diftin&ion and Declaration of Things juft
and unjuft, and of the Penalti¢s or Advantages an-
nexed to them,

The Violation therefore of Law does not con-
ftitutc a Crime where the Law is bad ; but the
Violation of what ought to be Law, is a Crime
even where there is no Law, ‘The Eflence of
Risht and Wrong does not depend upon Words
and Claufes inferted in a Code or a Statute- Book,
much lefs upon the Conclufiops and Explications
of Lawyets; but upon Reafon and the Nature of
Thin%{, antecedent to all Laws, In all Coun-
trics Reafon is or ought to be confulted, before
Laws are ena@ed; and they are always worfle
than none, wherc it is not confulted, Reafon is
in fome Degree given to all Men ; and Civero fag's,
that whoever has Reafon, has right Reafon ; that

irtuc



¢6 CATO's LETTERS,

Virtue is but perfeé Reafon ; and chat all Nations
having Reafon for their Guide, all Nations are
capable of arriving at Virtue,

From this Reafoning of his it would follow,
that cvery People are capable of making Laws,
and Laws; and that Laws, where they are
bad, are gained by Corruption, Fation, Fear, or
Surprize; and are rather their Misfortune, than
the Effe@s of their Folly. The Aéts of Cafar
were confirmed by the Senate and the People
but the Senate was awed, and the T'ribunes and
People were bribed: Arms and Money procured
him a Law to declare him lawlefs, But, as the
moft pompous Power can never unfettle the ever-
lufting Land-marks between Good and Evil, no
more than thofc between Pleafure and Pain 3 Cafar
remained ftill a Rebel to his Country, and his Aéts
remained wicked and tyrannical.

Let this ftand for an Inflance, that Laws are
not always the Meafure of Right and Wrong.
“And as pofitive Laws often fpeak when the Law
of Nzture is filent, the Law of Nature fometimes
fpeaks when pofitive Laws fay nothing : — Negue
opiniore, Jed natura conflitutum iﬁ Jus, Thatbrave
Roman, Horatius Cocles, was bound by no written
L.aw to defend the wooden Bridge over the Titer,
sgaint a whole Army of Tuffansy nor was there
any Law, that I know of, in Rome, againft Adul-
tery, when the younger Tarquin ravithed Lucretia ¢
And yet the Virtue of Horatius was juftly reward-
ed, and the Vilencfs of Targuin juftly punithed, by
the Romans, ,

It is impoffible to devife Laws fufficient to regu-
Jate and manage every Occurrence and Circum-
flancs of Life, becaufe they are often producczll

an
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and diverfificd by Caufes that do not appear ; and
in every Condition of Life Men muft have, and
will have, great Allowances made to their own
natural Liberty and Difcretion: But every Man
who confents to the neceffary Terms of Socicty,
will alfo confent to this Propofition, ‘I'hat svery
Man frould do all the Goody and prevent all the Evily
that b can, T his is the Voice of the Law of Na-
ture ; and all Men would be happy by it, if all
Men would praétife it. ‘This 'l)/aw leads us to
fec, that the Eftabliiment of Falfhood and Ty-
sanny (by which I mean the Privilege of One or
a Few to miflead and opprefs All) cannot be juftly
called Law, which is the impartial Rule of éood
and Evil, and can never be the San&ion of Evil
alone,

It has been often faid, that Virtue is its own
Reward; and it is very true, not only from the
Pleafure that attends the Confcioufnefs of doing
well, and the Fame that follows it, but in a more
extenfive Scafe, from the Felicity which would
accrue to every Man, if all Men' would purfue
Virtue: But as this Truth may appear too gene-
ral to allure and engage particular Men, who will
have always their own fingle fclves moft at Heart,
abftraéted from all the reft ; therefore in the ma-
king of Laws, the Pleafurcs and Fears of particular
Meu, being the great Engines by which they
are to be governed, muft be confulted: Vice mult
be rendered deteftable and dangerous Virtue ami-
able and advantageous, ‘Their Shame and Emu-
Jation muft Le raifed j their private Profit and
Glory, Peril and Infamy, laid before them, This
js the Meaning of Tuly when he fays, Vitiorum
‘. emens
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emendatricem ligem effé oportety commendatricemque
virtutum,

Rewards and Punifhments therefore conftitute
the whole Strength of Laws; and the Promulga-
tion of Laws, without which they are none, is
an Appeal to the Senfe and Intereft of Men, which
of the two they will choofe.

T he two great L.aws of human Society, from
whence all the reft derive their Courfe and Obli-

ation, are thofe' of Equity and Sclf-prefervation

y the firft all Men are bound alike not to hurt
one another 3 by the fecond all Men have a Right
alike ;o dcfendbthcn;felvcs: Nam jure ko even't,
ut gusd quifjue cb tutelam corperis ful fecerity jure fie
ty,’ei t.\'y’/:'n{jtur, fays the Civil I;a/tw{ that i'g, ‘/lt
¢ is a Maxim of the Law, that whatever we do
- ¢ in the Way and for the Ends of Self-defence,
¢ we lawfully do,”  All the Laws of Society are
entirely reciprocal, and no Man ought to be ex-
empt from their Force; and whoever violates this
&'rimary Law of Nature, ought by the Law of

ature to be deftroyed,  He who obferves no Law,
forfeits all Title to the Proteftion of Law. Itis
Wickednefs not to deftroy a Duftroyer; and all
the ill Confequences of Self-defence are chargeable
upon him who occafioned them,

Many Mifchiefs arc prevented, by deftroying
One who fhews a certain Difpofition to commit
many, To allow a Licence to any Man to do
Evil 'with Impunity, is to make Vice triumph over
Virtue, and Innocence the Prey of the Guilty, If
Men be obliged to bear great and publick Evils,
when they can upon better T'erms oppofe and re-
move them they are obliged, by the mc Logick,

to
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to bear the total Deftruétion of Mankind, If any
Man may deftroy whom_he pleafes without Re-
fitance, he may extinguifh human Race without
Refiftance,  For, if you fettle the Bounds of Re-
fitance, you allow ity and if you do not fix its
Bounds, you leave Prorcry' at the Mercy of Ra-
pine, and Life in the Hands of Cruelty.

Tt is faid, that the Doctrine of Refiftance would
deftroy the Peace of the World: But it may be
more teuly faid, that the contrary Doctrine would
defiroy the World itfelf, as it has already fome of
the beft Countrics in it, 1 muft indeed own, that
if one Man may deflroy all, there would be great
and lafling Pcace when nobody was left to break it.

The Law of Nature does not only allow us,
but oblige us, to defend ourfelves, It is our Duty,
not only to ourfelves, but to the Socicty ; Fitam
1ibi ipf fi negas, multis negas, fays Seneca: W we
fuffer tamely a lawlefs Attack upon our Property
and Fortuncs, we encourage it, and involve others
in our Doom. And Cicero fays, ¢ He who docs
¢ not refift Mifchicf when he may, is guilty of
¢ the fame Crime as if he had deferted his Pa-
¢¢ rents, his Friends, and his Countsy.

So that the Conduct of Men, who, when they
are ill treated, ufe Words rather than Arms, and

ractife Submiffion rather than Refiftance, is ow«
ing to a_prudential Caufe, becaufe there is Ha-
zard in Quarrels and War, and their Caufe may
be made worfe by an Endeavour to mend it ; and
not to any Confcflion of Right in thofe that do
them wrong. When Men begin to be wicked,
we cannot tell where that Wickednefs will end §
we have Reafon to fear the worft, and provide

againtt it,
' Such
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Such is the Provifion made by Laws: They are
Checks upon the unruly and partial Appetites of
Men, and intended for Terror and Protettion,
But as there are already Laws fufficient every
where to preferve Peace between private Particu-
lars, the great Difficulty has hitherto been to find
proper Checks for thofe who are to check and
adminifter the Laws, To fettle therefore a tho-
rough Impartiality in the Laws, both as to their
End and Execution, is a ‘T'ask worthy of human
Wifdom, as it would be the Caufe and Standard
of Civil Felicity.  In the Theory nothing is more
eafy than this T'ask : Yet who is able to perform
ity if they who can will not? , :

No M)alm in Socicty ought to have any Privilege
above the reft, without giving the Society fome
Equivalent for fuch his Privilege, ‘Vlus Legifla-
tors, who compile good Laws, and good Magi-
ftrates, who execute them, do, by their honcft
Attendance upon the Publick, deferve the Privile-

es and Pay which the Publick allows them; and
f’lace and Power are the \Wages paid by the Peo-
E!e to their own Deputies and Agents,  Hence it

as been well faid, that a Chief Magiftrate is mq-
Jor fingulisy, omnilys minor t —= ¢¢ He is above the
¢ ‘private Members of the Community 3 but the
¢ Community itfelf is above him,

Where-ever, therefore, the Laws are honeftly
intended, and equally executed, fo as to compre-
hend in hieir Penalties and Operation the Great
as well and as much as the Small, and hold in awe
the Magiftrates as much as the Subje@, that Go-
vernment is good, that People are happy. ,

G . : am, &c,
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SATURDAY, Seprember 2, 1721, No, 43,
Tk natural Paffion of Men for Superiority,

S IR,

ALL Men have an Ambition to be confiderable,
and take fuch Ways as their Judgments fug.
geft to become fo. Hence procecds the Appetite
of all Men to rife above their Fellows, and the
conflant Emulation that always has been, and al
ways will be, in the World, amongft all Sorts of
Men, Nature has made them all equal, and moft
Men feem well content with the Lot of Parts
which Nature has given them; but the Lot of
Fortune never thoroughly fatisfics thofe who have
the beft,

The firft Spring therefore of Inequality is in
human Nature, and the next in the Nature of
Society, In order that many may live together
in perfeét Equality, it is neceflary that fome fhould
be above the Many, who otherwife will be ufing
Frauds and Violence to get above one another,
Some Incquality there mutt be j the Danger is,
that it be not too great ;: Where there is ablolute
Equality, all Reverence and Awe, two Checks
in ifpcnﬁble.in Society, would be loft ; and where
Inequality is too great, all Intercourfe and Com-
munication is loft,

"I'hus in Turkey, where there are no natural
Links, nor proper Degrees of Subordination in the
Chain of their Government, there is a monftrous
Gap between the Subjeét and the T'hrone, G'l‘h;

ran
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Grand Scignior preferves no Underftanding with his
People: Nothing is to be feen but the Terrors of
Abfulute Monarchy, and the abjeét Pofturcs of
crouching Slaves.  Power docs not glide there, as
it ought cvery where, down an even and cafy
Channel, witz a gentle and regular Defcent ; but
pours from a Precipice with dreadful Din, Rapi-
dity, and Violence, upon the poor and paffive Val-
leys below, breaking down all before it, and lay<
ing wafte where-ever it comes,

All Men in the World are fond of making a
Figurein it, ‘This bcini the great End of all
Mecn, they take different Roads to come at it, ac-
cording to their diffcrent Capacitics, Opinions,
T'empers, and Opportunitics.  No Man would
choofe to have any Man his Equal, if he could
place himfelf above all Men, ~ All would be Pom-
pors,  But though it has fallen to the Share but of
few Men to Le above all Men ¢ ‘yet as every Man
may, or thinks he may, excel fome Men, there
is a perpetual Spur in every Defcendant of Adum
to be afpiring. Every Man has Sclf-love, and
Sclf-love is never deferted by Hope, ‘

But this Spirit in every Man of rifing above
other Men, as it conttitutes the Happinefs of pri-
vate Individuals, who take great Complacency in
their favourable Opinion of themfelves and their
own Abilities ; fo is it the great Caufe of publick
and private Evils, Wars, Frauds, Cruelty, and
Opprefion, The Ambition of excclling in every
Station by honeft Mcans, is not only lawful, but
Jaudable, ‘and produces great Good ta Society :
But as nothing produces (Good in this World, but
what may, and gencrally docs, produce Evil ; and
#s Fame, Riches, and Power, may be honeftly

8%
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got, but wickedly ufed, it ought to be the Care
of Socicty to provide that fuch Emulation amongft
its Members be fo dire@ed and controuled, as to
be always beneficial, but never dangerous, But
this is a Felicity at which few Nations have ar-
rived, and thofe that bhad it rarcly preferved it

long, )

ft is a nice Point of Wifdom, perhaps too nice
for human Judgment, to fix certain and lafting
Bounds to this Spirit of Ambition and Emulation
amongt Men, To flop it too foon, fruftrates its
Ufe 3 and not to flop it at all, invites its Mifchicf,
T'he Venetians, by difcouraging it, have ncver, or
very rarely, felt its Advantages; and the Arbenians
found their Oftravifin, an Expedient invented for
this very Purpofe, incffefual to prevent their great
Men, who had done great Good to the State,
from growing terrible to the State itfelf: Pericles
in particular, by his Asts, Eloquence, and Popu-
larity, made himfelf Mafter of it, and did almoft
what he pleafed in i¢ all his Life; that fingle Man
was fo potent in that free City, that he broke the
Power of the Arespagus, the Senate of Athens, a
Court of Magiftratcs that balanced the Power of
the Populace ; who, being fet free from that Re-
flraint, ran into all manner of Licentioufnefs and
Corruption,

The People of Athius became the SubjeCts of
Pericles : By having done them much Good, he
found Credit enough to deftroy their Government
and their Virtue, From the Charaler of a Bene-
faltor, he flole into that of a Mafter: So narrow
and invifible are the Bounds between the Bene-
falor and the Betrayer |  Valerius Maximus ob-
ferves very finely, that ¢ the only Difference be-

Vo, Il D “ tween
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s¢ tween Piffiratus and Pericles was, that the latter
¢ exercifed by Art the fame ‘U'yranny that the
¢ other had exercifed by Arms,

Guood and Evil thus often lowing from the fame
Root, and Mifchief being frequenly introduced
by blerit, it fhews great Difcernment and Virtue
in & People, and a happy Spirit in their Laws, if
they can encourage and employ the Capacity and
Genius of their principal Men, fo as to rcap only
the pood Fruits of their Services,

“I"his was the Praétice and good Fortune of the
ol Romans for feveral Ages: Virtue was the only
Road to Glory j it was admired, fupported, ap-
plauded, and recompenfed 3 but they who had
fhewn the greateft found no SanQuary from it,
when they committed Crimes that deferved none,
This is particularly verified in the Cafes of Corio-
Linus and Mankins Capitolinus, They were both
brave Men, and had deferved well of their Couns
try 5 were both, in Rccompence, diftinguifhed
wah great Honours 5 yet were both afterwards
condemned by their Country, the one for 3 Con-
foivucy againft ity the other for defpifing its Laws,
*['Lieir Scavices and Ciimes were propesly feparated
ard rewarded. ‘

Emulation therefore, or the Paffion of one Man
to cqual or excel another, ought to be encouraged,
with thefe two ReftriCtions; Firft, that no Man,
Jet his Merit be what it will, fhould take his own
Revard; ficondly, that he thould have no more
than cumics to his Shire,  Scipio, afterwards called
A/ tianus, was chofen as the gicatelt and beft Man
in d%ine, to invade the Territories of Carthage
and be performed it with great Glory to himielf,
with great Emolument o his Country,  He dc‘]‘
_ : © feate
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feated Hannibal, and conquered Curthage, ‘Fhe
like Praife is alfo due to Metellus, Lucullus, to T,
Flamivius, Paulus Emilius, and many other Roman
Commanders, who all conquered for their Coun-
try, and were rewarded by their Country with its
Laurels and its Dignities, ‘

Fulus Cefar, being alfo employed by the Com-
monwealth to conquer for it, fucceeded in his
Commiflion ; but, 8s a Reward, took the Com-
monwealth for his Pains: He paid himfelf with
the whole Roman World, for having conquered
Part of it, Alexander the Great, and moft other
Conquerors, had the fame Modelty, and the fums
Wages ; they took All to themfelves,

Vhen Men are left to meafure their own Merit,
and the Reward due to it, they rarely ftint them-
felves 3 all that they can get is the leait that they
expe : And, to defcend to lefler Inftances, the
World has always abounded in Mcn, who, theugh
they deferved Contempt or a Prifon, yet could
never be fatiated with Places and Power,  And all

 Men who have obferved the Aflairs of the World,

will remember and acknowledge, that fomnectimes
one Man has poflefled many Poits, to whom the
publick Suffrage and Confent never gave one,

In my Refleétions upon this Subjeét, I have often
amufed, and even divested myfelf, with an odd
i Imagination j namely, what a wonderful and epi-
demical Ceflation of Power and Place would en
fue 8 fudden and univerfal Removal from thence
of every Man who deferved ncither, I fancivd
that I faw the whole Inhabitants of feveral Coune
trics, towards every Quarter of the Sky, gaping
raund thein for Magiftrates, at leaft for one fingle
Magiitrate, and finding none j and yet cven in
. ‘ D thiy
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this State of Anarchy, congratulating one another
and themfelves upon the wonderful Amendment of
their Government, 1 faw all 4/ia, the whole am-
le Dominions of the Zuré, "and many pote¢nt
ingdoms nearer home, all in an abfolute State of
Nature: In the large Bofom of the Romifh Church,
not a Prieft was to be fecen; and in fome Proteftant
Countrics, the good People were greatly put to it,
where to get a Man in s _proper Habit to fay pub-
lick Prayers, Here in England, indced, 1 found
a different Face of ‘Things, and more Comfort :
For, though at prefent we have no Parliament fit-
ting, and though in other Places I faw difmal So-
litude, and numbcrlefs Vacancies ; yet I perceived
many worthy Perfons in Church and State doing
their Bufinefs, and counting their Gains, with
great Attention and Alacrity, but greatly diftrefied
how to find new Perfons for old Places, :
Imagination apart: I fhall ¢onclude in theWords
of a great Englih Writer, It is true that ¢ Con-
¢ fideration ought to be had of human Frailty ;
¢ and fome Indulgence may be extended to thofe
¢ who commit Errors, after having done impor-
¢¢ tant Services: But a State cannot {ubfift, which,
¢ compenfating cvil Actions with good, %ivcs Im-
¢ punity to dangerous Crimes, in Remembrance of
¢¢ any Services whatever, He that docs well, per-
¢ forms his Duty, and ought always to do (0 3
¢¢ Juftice and Prudence concur in this§ and it'is
¢ no lefs juft than profitable, that every Action
¢ be confidered by itfelf, and fuch a Reward allot-
¢ ted to it as in Nature and Proportion it belt de-
¢ ferves,

'S

T amy &,

"SATUR.
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SATURDAY, September 9, 1731, No, 44,
* " Men not ruled by Principley but by Paffin.

§ IR,

MR. Bayley in the Article of Bpicurus, fays,
that ¢ Multitudes of Chriftians believe well,

¢ and liveill : But Epicurus and his Followers had,
¢ on the contrary, very ill Opinions, and yet lived
“ well,” ‘I'he T'ruth isy the worlt Opinions that.
are can do but litle Harm, when they are im-
practicable, or when o Advantages are gained by
reducing them into Prallicej and the beft can do
but L.etle Good, whon they contradiét the darling
Pleafures and prevailing Intercfts of Men. - '
.- Dry Reafoning has no Force : If you would
have ‘your DoQrine fuccefsful, you muft prove it
gainful,  And as in order to lay down good Rules
for well governing the Commonwealth, you muft
firft know the Commonwealth; fo in order to
porfuade and govern Men, you muft know what
will pleafe or frighten them, The Good that they
do to one another, they do not becaufe it is juft or
commanded ; nor do they forbear mutual Evil,
becaufe it is unjuft or forbid: But thefe I'hings
they do out of Choice or Fear, and both thefe
center in themfelves ; for Choice is Pleafure, and
Fear is the Apprehenfion of Pain. So that the
bet ‘T'hings that Men do, as well as the worlt,
are felfith y and Self-love is the Parent of Moral
Good and Evil,

What Mr, Selden fays of Humility, may be faid
of every other Virtue, ;; Humility, fays that wife

! 3

¢ Man,
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¢ Man, is a Virtue that all preach, none pradlife,
¢ and yet every budy is content to hear: T'he
¢ Mafter thinks it good Do&@rine for his Scrvantsy
*¢ the Laity for the Clergy, and the Clergy for
«¢ the, Laity.” “Thus we deal with all the Vir-
tucs; we leave and recommend the Pradlice of
them to others, and referve the Advantage and
Praife of them to ourfelves,

All this, and the reft of this Letter, is meant
to thew that this Wuild is governed by Paflion,
and not by Principles and it ever will be fo as long
as Men are Men, S , %

T'here are sarcly any Men, never any Body of
Men, but what profefs foine Sort of Religion; and
every Religion profcfics to promote the Peace of
Mankind, the H.ppinefs of huraan Socicty, and
the Sccurity of the World § and, for Proof of this,
refers to its Pringiples, Dofrines, and Decifions,
And it is very true, that all Parties in Religion’
contend for Submiflion to the State, as long as the
State humours them, or fubmits to them ; but their
Obedience. and good Humour never hold longer,
All their Principles ply in the Day of Tial, and
are cither thrown away, or diftinguithed away 3
which is the fame Thing, though not fo honeft.
Nature is then the beft Guide, and Paflion the
moft popular Preacher, .

Men fuit their ‘T'enets to the Circumftances that
* they are in, or would be inj and when tbc{ have

gained their Point, they forget their T'encts, 1 could
ive Inftances of this from all Sorts of Men, and even
rom many whofe Names ase great and yenerable,:

Gregory Nazianxen, that eloquent and eminent
Greck Father, being himfelf Orthodox, contended
for ‘Toleration to the Arians, while the Arians

v were
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were uppermoft, and had the Emperor on_their
Side: But as foon as T hings took a contrary Turn,’
and his own Party had the Imperial Power on
their Side, he changed his Style; and then it was
unpardonable Boldnefs and a Korrible Attempt, for
the Arians and Macedoniians fo much as to meet to-
gether to worfhip God their own Way, \

St. Auftin had the fame Spirit and Inconfiftency:
He was ‘once in the Sentiments of Charity and
Toleration towards Hercticks ; but his Difpute
afterwards with the Donatifis fo inflamed him, that
he changed without any Ceremony from White
to Black, and maintained with Violence, that
Hereticks oudght to be compelled, perfecuted, and
exterminated.,

‘Thus it is that Men bear witnefs againft thems
felves, and pra&ife the Evils which they condemn,
¢ The Puritans, fiys Mr, Sclden, who will allow
% no Frec-will at all, but God docs all 3 yct will
¢¢ allow the Subjet his Liberty to do, or not to
¢ do, nocwi;hﬂ’:nding the ﬁng, who is God
¢ upon Earth: The Arminians, who hold that
¢ we have Free-will, do yet fay, when we come
¢ to the King, we muft be all Obedience, and
¢ no Liberty is to be flood for,
¢ While Spain was thc moft renowned Power’
¢ in Europe, the Jefuites, /Iyl Mr, Bayle, were all.
¢ Spaniards; as well thofe born at Paris or Rome,:
¢ as thofe born in QM4 Caflile. Ever fince the
¢ Decay of the Houfe of fufiria, and the Elevae.
“ tion of Lewis le Grand, the Fefuits are all French,
¢ at Rome, at Vienna, st Madrid, as well as in
¢¢ the College of Clerment, . In thofe Days the
¢ Liberties of the Gallican Church appeared to
¢ them pot well grounded: They never ceafed

: Dy ¢ writing
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« writing for the Rights of the Pope sgaintt thofe
% of our Kings, One might fill a Library with
¢ the Defences compofed by the Socicty, and
s¢ condemned by the Parliament and the Sorbon, —
¢ At prefent his Majelty has not truftier Pens
¢ than theirs in his i)i erences with the Pope, -
¢ It is now the Turn of the Court of Reme to

¢¢ cenfure the Books of the Reverend Fathers. It *
¢ feems the King's Profperity and Succefles have
¢¢ afforded them new Lights, '

It is with Laymon and Civil Socistics, as with
Relgious: ‘They have one Sct of Principles when
they are in Power; another, and a contrary, when
they are out of it, They that command, and
they that obey, have feldom or never the fame
Motives. Men change with their Condition, and
Opinions change with Men.  And thus is verified
that Maxim of Rekefoucault’s, that the Under
flanding is the Dupe or Tool of the Heart § that
is, our Sentiments follow our Paflions,

" Nor has Religion been fuffered to mend Nature s
On the contrary, being inflituted as a Reftraint,’
and an Antidote againft Sin, it has been, and is
frequently perverted into a Reafon for Sinniﬂg:
Yes, to the Shame and Misfortunc of the Worldy
Men often make War upon ‘I'ruth, Confcience,
and Honefty, in behalf of their Religion ; and
there are others, who, when they have wantonly
wounded Virtue, have Recourfe to Religion for a
Baliam,

Ail Men fpeak well of Religion, either natural
or revealed, and readily practife every Thing in
Religion that is eafy, indifferent, or advantageous
to them: But in almoft every Contention between
Religion and the Appetites, the Vi€tory remains

' to
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to Nature ; that is, Men are never difhoneft with-
out Temptation, and rarely honeft againtt it,

" “Thus their Principle is Intereft or Pleafure ; and
when they fay that they aék from Principle, how
can we believe them, unlefs we fee that they do
it againft Intereft? A Proof which tbe’{‘rmly

ive us! Had the feveral Contraéts and Treatics

tween Nation and Nation been obferved, there
would never have been War above once between
any 5 or had every frce Nation obferved its own
Taws, every free Nation would have continued
frce; or, had private Men obferved the common
Laws of Equity, and thofe of mutual Compaét
between each other, every private Man would
have lived in Peace and Security, But Treatics,
Compatts, and Laws, areonly fo far ftrong as no
body dares break them, - :

I think it i ?'l/vmal, who fomewhere brings in
a Couple of falfe Witnefles perjuring themfelves for
Hire;. one is'a religious Rogue, and belicves in
the Gods ; the other is an Infidel, who disbelicves
or defpifes them, But though they difagree in their
Scntiments, they agree in the Thing, with this
very fmall Difference ; the Atheift forfwears him-
felf boldly without Remorfe; the Believer for-
fwears himfelf too, but docs it with a fmall Qualm, .
wbich Is prefently over,

e Vendet perfuria fumma

- Exiguay Cereris tangens aramque pedemque.

' Bayle very humouroufly engages & Mandarin of-
China, of the Sc& of the Linerati, in a Dialogue
with the Fefiits, and with a Dutch Embaflador :
"V'he Fefusts tell the Mandarin, that the Emperor
had 5o Subjets in his Dominions, whofe Obe-

: Dgs dicnce
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dicnce was fo fecure to him as that of their Con-
verts, the Chriftians ; and none whofe Allegiance
was fo precarious as that of the Literati, who were
Atheifts, , T

¢ Hold, cries the Mandarin; let us not affere
¢ too much without proving it: What Reafon
¢ have you to fay that the Submiffion of the Chri-
¢¢ flians to the Orders of the Emperor is more
¢¢ certain than that of all his other Subje&ts ? »
That Book infpired by Ged, anfwer the Jefuits; that
Baoky which is the Rule of our Faithy csmmands us
exprefly 1o fubmit ourfelves to the higher Powers ;
Take the Trouble, my Lord, to read in it fuch and
Jush Paffages : Nothing is more deary nothing fo pre-
«ifely determined,

 But, fays the Mandarin, turning to the Embof-
¢ fador, are not you in Eurepe divided about the
¢ "Meaning of thefe Paflages ,

¢ So divided, replies the Dutchman, that one
¢¢ Room would not contain the Volumes written
*¢ for and againft the Right of Subjects to refift
¢ and depofe their Prince : And both Sides take
¢ particuﬁ;’r Care in all their Writings to examine
¢¢ accurately every Text of Scripture, which the
s« Reverend Fathers refer you to, T'his Difcuf-
¢ fion of T'exts has therefore begot two Propofi-
s tions, flatly contradi@®ing each other, One
¢« Party aflerts, that in departin% from your Obe-
¢¢ dience, you depart from the Bible: The other
¢ fays, they refift with the Bibl on their Side,
¢ We have in Chiiflendom many Inftances of
*¢ Princes attacked by Parties of their SubjeCts,
*¢ bereft of their Sovctcigntr', banithed, beheaded,
¢¢ ailuflinated, and generally for the Intereft of
¢ Religion, Nor is there any End of the Books

. ¢ publifhed
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¢ publithed on this Occafion; we have every.
¢ Day printed Accufations, and every Day printed
“ A logiess and both they who accufe and they
“ wgo(J efend appeal to God, and refer to bis
¢ Word, As to the Fefuits in particular, it be-
¢¢ comes them the leaft of all Men to talk in this
¢« Manner; no Society of Men have ever written
¢ fo much in behalf of popular Infurre€lions ; they
¢¢ have openly contended for Rebellion, and prac-
¢ tifed Jey they have been the Authors of Royal
¢ Aflalinations, and have been turned out of States

¢¢ for difturbing them, : : :
s¢ If thefe T'hings are fo, concludes the Manda.
¢ rin, you Gentlemen of the Qrder of tfa have
¢t no Reafon to boaft in behalf of yourfefves and
¢¢ your Followers, as if you were better SubjeCls
¢¢ than other Men, . This your pretended Article
¢ of Faith about the Submiffion of the Subject’
¢ is couched fo obfcurely in your Book of facred
¢¢ Laws, that you will never find it there when
¢ you have Occafion for a Rebellion or a Revo-
¢ lution; Events which fﬁnd are frequent enough
¢ inyour Country, . ..~ ... . . .
_The fame Bayle obferves, that the fame Pasty
of Chriltians, namely, the French Catholicks, who.
had maintained, under Charles 1X, and Henry 111,
That it was againft all Laws, human and dvipe,,
for Subjes to take Arms againtt their Prince, did
alfo maintain, even before the Death of Henry LI,
‘T hat it was agreeable to an:i)human and divine,
to take up Arms againft one’s Prince. ‘The other
Party of Chriftians, namely, the Proteftants, were
not ‘more confiftent, ‘T'hey maintained, during
the Reigns of Charles 1X. and Henry UL, That
Laws, human and divine, allowed the fmallgr Part
' of
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‘of the Subje@s to arm themfelves againft the greater
Part even with the King at their Head: But after’
the Death of Flenry 111 when they had got a
King of their own Religion, they maintained,
‘That both the Law of God and the Law of Man
forbid even the greater Part of the Subjeéts to arm
themfelves |§ainﬂ: the fmaller Part with the King
at their Head, o '

Tt were needlefs to give more Proofs, and end-
lefs to give all that might be given,  Almoft éver
Thing that Men do, is an Evidence that their
Friendfhip for themfelves does effe@ually extin-
guith their Regard for sll the reft of their gpecicu
and that they adopt or reje@ Principles rluﬁ as
thefe Principles promote or contradiék theis Tntereft
and Paffions, . S .

* Nor are_religious or moral Principles the worfe
for being thus ufed ; but Men thew their own un-
cgnqumble Malignity and Sclfifhnefs in ufing them
thus, .

Upon the Whole, I think it very plain, that if
you feparate from the Principles of Men the Penal-
tics and Advantages which are annexed to them
by Laws human snd divine, or which every Man
has annexed to them in his own Mind, you will’
hardly leave fuch a Thing as Principie in the
World ; the World is therefore not governed by
Principle,

G I am, &e,

SATUR-
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C
SATURDAY, Scprember 16, 1731, No, 45,
Of the Equality and Inequality of Men,

8 I R, '

' M EN are naturally equal, and none ever rofe
above the reft but by Force or Confent: No.
Man was ever born above all the reft, nor below
them all; and therefore there never was uz Man
in the World o good or fo bad, fo high or fo low,
. but ha had his Fellow, Nature is & kind and be-
nevolent Parent 5 fhe conftitutes no particular Fa-
vourites with Endowments and Privileges above
the relt; bue for the moft part fends all her Off-
fprix'? into the World rni&;d_w_ith‘;hc Elements’
. of Underftanding ‘and Strength, to provide for
themfelves: She gives them eaés‘to} confult their
own Security, and Hands to execute their own
Counfels; and according to the Ufe that they
make of their Faculties, and of the Opportunitics
that they find, Degrees of Power-dnd Names of
Ditin&fon grow amongft them, aad their natyral

Equality is loft, ' T
. Thus Nature, who is their Parcnt, deals with
Men: But Fortune, who is their Nurfe, is not
fo benevolent and impartial ; fhe aéls wantonly
and capricioufly, often cruelly ; and counterplot-
ting Juftice ay'well as Nature, frequently fets the
Fool above the wife Man, and the Beft below the
Worft, o '
And from hence it is, that the moft Part of
the World, attending much more to the noify
Condudt and glaring Efteéts of Fortune, than }:o
the



L) CATO's LETTERS,

the quict and regular Proceedings of Nature, are
mifled in their Judgment upon this Subje&; They
confound Fortune with Nature, and too often
afcribe to natural Merit and Excellency the Works
of Contrivance or Chance, . 'This, however, fhews
that Reafon and Equity run in our Heads, while
we endeavour to find a juft Caufe for Things that
are not juft ; and this is the Source of the Revee
gence which we pay to Men whom Fortune fome-
times lifts on hl%: » though Nature had placed
them below,” The Populace rarely fee any Creas
ture rife, but they find a Reafon for it in his Partss
when_probably the true one will be found in his
own Bafenefs, or another Man’s Folly,

From the fame Reafoning may be feen why it
is, that, let who will beat ¢ cad of a Party,
he is always extolled by his Party as fuperior to
the reft of Mankind; and let who will be the
fir® Man of his Country, he will never fail being
complimented by many as the firlt of his Specics,
But the Iflue and their own Behaviour conftantly
fhew, that the higheft are upon a Level with the
reft, and often with the Joweft, Men shat are
high are almoft ever feen in a falfe Light; the
-moft Part fee them at a great Diftance, and.
through a magnifying Medium ; fome are dazzled
with their Splendor, many are awed by their
Power, Whatever appears fhining or terrible, ap-

ears great, and is magpified by the Eye and the
magination,

'V hat Nature has made Men equal, we know
and feel ; and when People come to think other-
wiie, there is no Excefs of Folly and Superfti-
tion which they may not be brought to pradtife,
‘Thus tkey have made Gods of dead Men, ”%

pai
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paid divine Honours to many while they were
yet living :  They faw them to be but Men, g;et
they worfhipped them as Gods, And even they
who have not gone quite fo far, have yet, b
their wild Notions of Inequality, done as muc
Mifchief; they have made Men, and often wick-
ed Men, to be Vice-Gods ; and then made God’s
Power (falfly fo called) as irrefiftible in the Hands
?fl Men as in his own, and much more fright-
ul. i T g
It is evident to common Senfe, that there ought’
to be no Incquality in Society, but for the Sake of
Socicty ; but thefe Men have made one Man's
Power and Will the Caufe of all Mens Mifery,
They gave him as far as they could the Power of
God, without obliging him to pradife the Mercy
and Goodnefs of .o :
T hofe that think themfelyes furtheft above the
reft, are generally by their Education below them
all, They are debafed by a Conceit of their
Greatnefs: They truft to their Blood; which,
fpeaking naturally, gives them no Advantage §
and negle& their M?nd which alone, by proper
Improvements, fets one Man above another, "It
is not Blood or Nature, but Art or. Accident,
which makes one Man excel others, Ariflotle,
therefore, muft cither have been in Jet, when ke
faid, that he, who naturally excelied all others,
ought to govern all; or faid it to flatter his Pupil -
and Prince, Alexander the Great. It is certain,
that fuch a Man never yet was found in the World,
and never will be found till the End of it. Alex.
ander himfclf, notwithftanding the Greatnefs of his
Spirit, and his Conquefts, had in his own Army,
and perhaps among the common Soldiers, Men .
: paturally
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naturally as great and brave as himflf, and many
more wife, o

Whoever pretends to be naturally fuperior to
other Men,. claims from Nature what fhe never
gave to any Man, He fets up for being inore
than & Man § a Chara@er with which Nature has
nothing to do.  She has thrown hér Gifts in com-
mon amongft us ; and as the highet Offices’ of
Nature fall to the Share of the Mean'as well as of
the Great, her vileft Offices are pecformed by the
Great as well as by the Mean': Death and. Difea-
fes are the Portion of Kings as well as of Clowns ;'
and the Corps of a Monarch is no more exempted
from Stench and Putrefaction, than the Corps of
a Shave. ; c

' Mors equo pulfat pede,

All the Arts and Endowments of Men to ac-
quire Prehcminence and Advantages over one an-
other, are fo many Proofs and Confeffions that they
bhave not fuch Preheminence and Advantages from.
Natuze; and all their Pomp, Fitles, and Wealth,.
are Means and Devices to make the World think.
that they who poffefs them are fuperior in Merit

. to thofe that wane them. " But it is not much to

the Glory of the upper Part of Mankind, that
_ their boafted and fuperior Merit is often the Work
‘of Heralds, Artificcrs, and Money § and that many
derive their whole Stock of Fame from Anceftors,
who lived an Age or many Ages ago. S
“The firt Founders of great Families were not
always Men of Virtue or Parts; and where they
were fo, thofe that came after them did frequent-
lly, and almoft generally, by ‘trufting to their
Blocd, difgrace their Name, Such is the Folly
ot
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of the World, and the Inconvenience of Society,
to allow Men to be great by Proxy | An Evil thae
can fearce ever be cured, The Race of Frenmh
Kings, called by their Hiftorians in Contempt,
Les %m'n Jaineants, and the Succeflion of the K-
man Cafars, (in both which, for one good Prince
they had ten that were intolerable, either for Fol-
ly or Csuclty, and often for both) might be men-
tioned as known Proofs of the above ‘I'ruth ; and
cvery Reader will find in his own Memory many
more, - '
I have been told of a Prince, who, while yet
under Age, being reproved by his Governor for
doing "Things ill or indccent, ufed to anfwer, Fe
Juis Royy Iam King 3 as if his Quality had altered
the Nature of T'hings, and he himfelf had been
bettér than other Men, while he afled worfe. But
he fpoke from that Spitit' which had been inflilled
intg him from his Cradle, J am King! What
then, Sir? ‘I'he Office of a King is not to do
Evil, but to prevent it. You have Royal Blood
ip your Veins: But the Blood of your Page is,
without being Royal, as good as yoursy or, if
you doubt, try the Difference in a Couple of Por-
ringers next Time you are ill § - and learn from
this Confideration and Experiment, that by Na-
ture you are no better than your Pcork. though
fubject from your Fortune to be worle, as many
of your Anceftors have been.

( my Fagher got an Eftate and T'itle by Law
or the Sword, I may by Virtue of his Will or his
Patent enjoy his Acquifition ; but if I underftand
neither Law nor the Sword, I can derive Honour
from ngither: My Honour therefore is, in the

, Reafon
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Reafen of Thing’s, purely nominaly and I am ftill
by Nature a Pleleian, as all Men are,

T'here is nothing moral in Blood, or in Title,
or in Place : A&ions only, and the Caufes that
produce them, are moral. He therefore is beft
that ocs beft,  Noble Blood prevents neither Fol-
ly, nor Lunacy, nor Crimes; but frequently be-

ets or promotes them: And Noblemen, who at .
infamoufly, derive no Honour from virtuous An-
ceftors, whom they difhonour, A Man who docs
bafe T"hings, is not noble; nor great, if he do
lictke T'hings: A fober Villager is a better Man
than a debauched Lord ; an honeft Mechanick
than a knavith Courtier.

—— Nibilitas fola ¢t atque unica virtus,

Prima mibi debes animi%n‘d; fanétus haberi
Fuflitiaque tenax fallis, dictifque mereris? ‘
L ’ J.llv. sa'. 3.

We cannot bring more natural Advantages into
the World than other Men doj but we can ac-
uire more Virtue in it than we generally acquire,
‘o l;dgreac is not in every Man’s Power; but to
be good s in the Power of all: Thus far every
Man may be upon & Level with another, the Low-
eft with the Higheft ; and Men might thus come
to b(; morally as well as naturally equal, ‘

H
Lam, &c,

SATUR.
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‘SATURDAY, Sptember 23, 1711, , No, 46.
Of the fulfe Guifes wbg}_ Men put ony and their il
44 ‘

§ 7R, . ’
M E N are often capable of doing as much, whe-
AVE ther it be qucror Evil, by the Appearance
of Parts, as by poflefling them ; and become really
confidcrable by being thought fo. Some, by pre-
tending to great Intereft with the Gods, have
gained great Intereft among Men; and plagued
the Earth, to prove themfelves Favourites of Hea-
ven: Others grow great at Court, by being thought,
reat in 8 Party ; and grow at the {ame time great,
n a Farty, by being thought great at Court
’I{‘ »ﬁic'e»Lym, they meet with the double Wages
of Lying, .
'l);)us is the World deceived ; a Thing fo eafily -
done, that rarely any Man fets about it but he fuc-,
ceeds in it, let his Parts be ever fo fcanty or flary-
ed, . Murderers have paffed for Saints, Buffoons
for Wits, and folemn Dunces for wife Men, _
I have been often provoked to fee a whole Af-
fembly, fometimes neither contemptible for Num-
ber, nor Figure, nor Senfe, give themfelves up to
the Guidance and Management of a filly ignorant
Fellow, important only in Grimace and Aflurance:
Nay, Partics, Eotcnt Parties, generally throw
themfelves into the Hands and Direction of Men,
who, though they chop them and fell themn, yet
want every Talent for this Sort of Ne%:’tiation,
but what they poffefs in the Credulity of thofe th:;{

; ‘ tru
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truft them, This is their beft %mliﬁcation, and
it is fufficient. Thefo are the Stdrophils, the cun<’
ning Men in Parties, as igporant as thofe in
Moificlds y they only know more than thofe whom
they deceive, by pretending to more, | ey

The Afte@aticn of Wifdom is a prevailing Folly
in the World; Men fall naturally into the Pradtice
of it ; and it would be pardonable, as it is common,
if it went no further than the aiming at alittld
Notice and Reverence, which every body 'may be’
innocently fond of,  But when I\&n feek Credit’
this Way, in order to betray, and make ufe of
their Grimace as a T'rap to'dcceive; when they
turn their Admirers into Followers, and their I"o{:‘
Jowers into Money ; then appearing Wifdom be-
comes real Villainy, and thefe Pretenders grow
dangerous Impoftors, S e
* And tiis is what Men frequently get-by trufting:
thore to the Underftanding of othérs than to their
own, though often the better of the two and’
therefore we find, in _many Inftances, that Féols
miflead and govern Men ‘of Senfe.  In Things
where Men know nothing, they are apt to think
that others know mére than_they ; and fo blindly
truft to bold Prefenfions :' And hdre is the great
Caufe and firft Rife of Sharpers and Bubblis of
all Denominations, from 1Decmagogues and their
Followers, down to Mountcbanks and their
Mabbs, : ' ’

I think that there is not a more foolith Figuré
in the World than 3 Man affeétedly wife: Dut it
is not every body that fees it ; and fuch 2 one i
often the Admiration of one Sort of People, and
the Jeft of another, at the fame Time, Wheré
we fce much of the Outfide of Wifdom, l‘; is J
o rew
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fhrewd Sign that there is but little within; becaufe
they who have the leaft often make the greateft
Shew: As the greatelt Hypocrites are the loudeft
Prayen,

“he Infide of fuch a Man is not worth know-

in‘f; and every Man muft have obfcrved his Out-
fide: His Words fall from him with an uncom-
_mon Weight and Solemnity ; his Gait is ftately
and flow, and his Garb has'a T'urn in it of Pru-
dence and Gravity, of which he that made it is
the Author, and by that Means becomes a confi-
derable Inftrument and Artificer of Wifdom,

‘I'his will be better illuftrated in the Charaller
-of Lord Plaufible, who, having long fet up for 8
_wife Man, and taking Eloquence to be the moft
eflcCtual Sign of Wifdom, is an Orator and & wife
Man in every Circumftance of his Life, and to
cvery body 3 he is eloquent to his Footman, to his
Children, and at his Table, Lord Ploufible never
conveefes 3 no, talking carelefly as other People
do, would not be wife enough ; he’ therefore docs
not conterfe in Cdnipany. but make S‘Fecchcu he
meditates Speeches in his Clofet, and pronounces
them where he vifits, Even whilé hé drinks Tea,
or plays at Cards, his Language is lofty and found-
ing ; and in his Gait you fes the fame Sublime as
in his Words, -Add to all this, an unrelenting
Gravity in his Looks, only now and then foftened
by a ftudied Smile. - He never laughs without
checking his Mufcles: Mirth wpuld be & Blot
upon his Wifdom ; the good -Man only creates
Mirth in others. o
. ’Fhus he grows important, without fuffering in
his Charaéter for his natural Shallownefs and ac-
.quired Folly,: unfeen by tte Bulk of his- Par}l]y,
. i w 0’
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who, being for Underftanding and Breeding pretty
much in the Jower Cla(s, think him an Oracle,
and believe him deep in the Counfels and Reve-
sence of Great Men, who ufe him civilly and
laugh at him,

- As a Man can hardly be feverely juft and con-
ftant to the Ways which he approves, without
fome Degree of Aufterencls, or what the World
calls fo ; it is no Wonder if this Charaller, always
efteemed and often beloved, becomes mimicked
by thofe who have no Pretence to it, But I am
at a Lofs whether it be more provoking or merry,
to fce Creaturcs futting up for Scverity of - Beha-
" viour, without one Grain of Juftice and Honour
about them; pretending to Wifdom, with great
Conceit and Stupidity 3 complaifant in éveey Stes

and Degree of Corruption, yet preferving: a~ Stift
nefs in their Behaviour, as if they ware fo many
vigid Stoicks,

?yx’d P Si vultu torve & pede nudy
xigueque toga fimulet textore Catonien 4
Firtusemgque reprefentet morefque Catonis,

There are Mimicks of Wifdom and Virtue in
all Ages, as well as in that of Forage, .

A Man may be a Lord, or a Minifter, or a
_confiderable Man, without declaring War againft
. Gaicty and Fafinefs, But grave Fellows, who
- become grave to gain Importance, are by all Men
of Senfe difappointed, A wife Man may be a
merry Fellow ; and a very filly Fellow may be a
very grave Man, The wifeft Men of my Ac-
quaintance are the merrieft Men that 1 know;
nor could I ever find what Wifdom had to do
,with an unpleafing and sebuking Stacclinefs, that

contras
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contradi@ts it, Mirth, and what thefe folemn
Drones call Folly, is a Picce of Wifdom which
they want Senfe to know and pralife, Befides,
there is a wife Way of playing the Fool, which
wife Men know how to praflife without lofing
their Chara@er,  But your grave Fellows are per-
haps afraid of playin% the Fool,  becaufe they
would do it too naturally ; yet even that would be
better than being thus ridiculoufly wife againft Na-

*ture,

Some Mens natural Heavinefs pafles for Wif-
dom, and they arc admired for being Blockheads,
Sometimes forced Gravity does the fame Thing,
Nor is it any thinﬁ new to place Wifdom in Gri-
mace ; many of the old Philofophers did the fame,
and made their long Beards, in particular, an emi-
nent Fype of it

— Jullit fapicntem pafiere barbam,

Doubtlefs, like others who have lived fince, they
often poflefied the Sign only,  The Schoolmen
were reckoned deep and wife Men, for calking
uninteBigibly, and their Wifdom was Jargon an
Obfeurity,

- "They that are really wife, nced not take much
Pains t0 be thought fo} and they that do, are not
seally wife, We cannot live always upon the
Stretch, either of Silence, or of Eloquence, or of
Gaiety ; and whoever endeavours it, fhews his
Folly while he feeks Renown, -

A Man of great Quality and Age, and of great
Reputation for Wifdom, being once fuprized b
a foreign Minifter, while he was at play with his
Jttle Children, was fo far from confefling any
Shame for being thus caught indulging the ‘anci

' an
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and Fondnefs of a Father, that he told the Am-
baflador, who feemed to have found what he did
pot expe@ s ¢ Sir, be in no Pain for me; he-
¢ who Is accounted a wife Man in the Morning,
¢ will pever be reckoned a Fool at Night,” This
is, no doubt, true of & Man tryly wife, But it
is as true, that many Men have pafled for wife
Men in the Morning, who have been found Fools
before Noon, ‘ 4

Men, affe@edly wife, need only be examined
to bs ch ifed 3 and we fird by Experience, that
ftarched Gravity creates more Jeft and Laughter
amongft Men of Senfe, who are generally frank
and pleafant Men, than the moft remarkaole Le-
vity and Giddiness can do. The Reverence there-
fore paid to fuch Men, if it be real, is conftantly
the Effc@ of Ignorance: We admire them at a
Diftance ; but when we fee them a little nearer,
we begin to admire at our own Admiration,

But fuch Examination is never like to be very
‘)opular, and confequently fuch Difcoveries are not
ike to be very formidable s the Multitude will ne-
- ver make them 3 there will be always a great deal
in refolving to be great and wife, and great Succefs
will be ever attending it: 8 populus vult decipi, de-
cipiatur, is at all Times a fafe Way of Reafoning,
And hence Drones and Coxcombs will, by a falfe
Shew of Wifdom, be always bidding fair for the
Reputation of Wifdom, and often for its Rewards,
'l'l&i‘: is more eafily thewn, than mended.

Iom, &c

SATUR.




CATO LETTERS, o7

SATURDAY, Ofloker 3, 1721, No, 47,
Of the Frailty and Uncertainty of buman Judgtent,

SIR,

Uman Judgment is the beft and fureft Guide
. that we have to follow, in Affairs that are
Yuman ; and even in Spirituals, where the imme-
diate Word of God interpofcs not, But it is fo
Jiable 1o be corrupted and weighed down by the
Biaffcs that Paflion, Delufion, and Intcteft hang
upon it, that we ought never to truft, without
Cl:uion and Examination, either to our own or
that of others. :

Men are hardly ever brought to think themfelves
deceived in contending for Points of Interelt or
Pleafure, But as it is rate that one Man’s Purfuits
do not crofs and interfere with the Purfuits of
others, and as every Man contends for the Rea-
fonablenefs of his own ; though it muft be in the
Nature of Things, that they may be both in the
Wrong, and oandom can be in the Right: Hence
it proceeds that Men, who are fo naturally alike,
become morally fo unlike, that fometimes there is
more Refemblance between a Man and a Wolf,
than between one Man and another; and that one
and the fame Man is not one and the fame Man
in two different Stations, :

“I’he Difference therefore between one Man's
Judgment and another's, arifes not fo much from
the patural Difference between them; though thae
too, the Structure of their Organs being diffecent,

ot I, - k - may
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may beget different Sentimentsy as from the Dift
ference of their Education, their Sitation and
Vicws, and other external Caufes,

Men, who in private Life were juft, modcft,
and good, have been obferved, upon their Eleva-
tion into high Places, to have left all their virtu-
ous and beneficent Qualities behind them, and to
have a@ted afterwards upon a new Spirit, of Arro.

ance, Injuftice, and Oppreflion, And yet, per-
aps, their latter Actions had as much the Sanc-
tion of their own Judgment as their firft,

England could not boaft of a greater Patriot than
the great Earl of Strafford, while he was yet a
private Commoner. No Man expofed better, or
more zcaloufly, the Encroachments and Oppref-
fions practifed by the Court upon the Kingdom, or
contended more loudly for a Redrefs of Grievan-
ces: But he was no fooner got into the Court, but
he began openly to counterut the whole Courfe of
his paft Life: He devifed new Ways of Terror
and Oppreflion, heightened all thofe Grivances of
which he had complained 5 and, as the excellent
Lovd Fallland faid of him in the Houfe ot Com-
mons, The Oppreflions which he committed were
Jo variousy, fo many, and fo mighty, as were never
committed by eny Gavernor in any Government fince
Verres left Sicily,  But though the two great Parts
of his Life were thus prodigioufly inconfiftent, [
do not remember that he ever condemned the
Worft, though he fuffcred for ity or recanted the
Bett, T is probable, that his Judgment in both
Cafes approved his Conduct,

Nor is the Judgment of Men varied by great
and confiderable Caufes only ; to the Difgrace of
our Reafunr we mult owa, that little ones do it as

‘ effeétu-
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eﬂcaual‘l{. A wife Man rufiled by an Accident,
or heated by Liquor, fhall talk and a& like a Mad-
manoras l'yooly as 8 Madman, with a Jittle Sooth-
ing and Management, fhall talk like a wife [Man ¢
And there are Inftances of very able Men, who,
having done great Scrvice to their Prince and
Country, have undone it all from Motives that
are thameful to mention, =~ Perhaps they miffed
a Smile from him, when they expe@ed oney or
met with a fatyrical Jeft, when they expe@ed -
none : and thus, piqued by a little real Mirth or
fancied Negle@, they have run into all the Excef-
fes of Difloyalty and Rebellion, and either_ruincd
their Country, or themfelves and their Families
in attempting it. Others, mifled by a gracious .
Nod, or a Squeeze by the Hand, or afew fair
Promifes no better than either, have, by runnin
all the contrary Lengths of Complaifance an
Subferviency, done as much Mifchief to theis
Country, without intending it any, and perhaps
thinking that they did it none, “Ihere are Ex-
amples of the fame Men practifing both thefe Ex-
tremes,
So mechanical a Thing is human Judgment |
So eafily is the human Machine difconcerted and
ut out of its Tone! And the Mind fubfifting in
ity and a&in%by ity is calm or rufflcd as its Ve-
hicle is fo, But though the various Accidents and
Diforders happening to the Body, are the certain
Caufes of Diforders and irregular Operations in
the Mind; yet Caufes that are intcrnal affedt it
ftill more: Imean the Stimulations of Ambition,
Revenge, Luft, and Avarice, Thefe are the great
Caufes of the fgveral irregular and vicious Purfuits

of Mﬂl.
, Es Neithet
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Neitber is it to be expeQted, that Men difagrees
in& in Intereft, will cver agree in Judgment,
Wrong, with Advantages attending it, will be
turned into Right, Fal into Truth; and, as
ofien as Reafon is againft a Man, a Man will be
againgl Reafon : And both Truth and Right, when
they thware the Interefts and Paffions of Men,
will be ufed like Enemies, and called Names, '

It Is remarkable that Men, when they differ in
any T hing confiderable, or which they think con«
fiderable, will be apt to differ in almoft every
Thing elfe, ‘Their Differences beget Contradic-
tion, Contradi®tion begets Heat, Heat quickly rifes
into Refentment, Rage, and Illswill. ‘Thus they
differ in AffeQions, as'theg'ediﬁ"er in {udgment i
and the Contention, which began in Pride, ends in
Anger, ’

‘I'he acquiefcing fincerely in the Judgment of
anotker, without the Concurrence of our own,
and without any Advantage, real o¢ fancicd, mov-
ing us to fuch Acquiefcence, is a Compliment
which I do not know that one Man ever paid to
anotker: An unanfwerable Argument, why no
Man fhould be provoked at thofe whom he can-
not convince ; fince they, having Reafons, o
thinking that they have Reafons, on the contrar
Side, as ftrong as his, or ftronger, have as muc
Caufe to be provoked with him for not acquiefcing
in theirs, Yot there are but few Debates of Cone
fequence in this World, where the Arguments are
not feconded by Wiath, and often fupplied by it,

But this is not the Way of dealing with Men ¢
nor is there any other Way of perfuading them
jmo your Judgment, but by fhewing it their
Inierett,  “Vher Minds are {0 corrupted’by thei¢

Appctites,
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Appetites, that, generally fpeaking, their Judg-
msﬁ: is nothing bu% their Intereft in 'l‘heory';I ap%d
their Intereft is their Judgment reduced into Prac~
tice, ‘Jhis will account for the contradiCtory
Parts which Men play, and the contrary Parties
that they occafionally choofe, This ferves them
with Reafons for the unreafonable Things that
they do, turns Roguery into Honefty, Madnefs
into Merit, - i

In Truth, whenever. Men Jeave their own
Judgment for the Judgment of others, as they
foretimes do, they cither do it for Gain, or
Glory, or Pleafure, or for the avoiding of Shame,
or fome fuch Caufe ; all which Motives are Inte-
-x¢fty as is every Thing clfe that they do for their
own Sakes, T hus Honelty is often only the Fear
of Infamy, and Honour the Appetite of Applaufe:
Thup Men ruth into Danger and Death, to xra-
tify Love or Anger, or to u’&t;irc Fame: And
thus they are faithful to their Word and Engage-
‘ment, to avoid the Reproach of Treachery.

Men are fo apt to Jink their Approbation to
their Profit and Pleafure, that their Intereft,
though ev8r fo vile, abfurd, and unjuftifiable, be-
comcs really their J’ udgment. I do not think that
human Art and Imagination could have invented
Tenzts more falfe and abominable, more chime-
rical or mifchicvous, than are thofe of the Jnfal-
livility of the Pope, and the Irrefifiiblenefs of Tyrants g
that is, that one Man, living in the hourly Prac-
tice of Etror, or Vice, or Folly, and often of
them all, fhall judge for the whole Earth, and do
what God has not done; that is, fathion the
Minds of all human Race like his own, apd make
them his Sactifices, wgere he capnot make tbilp
' "o 3 L9
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his Slaves: And that another Man fhall have s di-
vine Right to reprefent God and govern Man, by
a&ting againft God and deftroying Man,

Thefe are fuch monitrous Abfurdities, fuch
tecrible, ridiculous, and inhuman Inventions, as
could arife from nothing but Pride and Avarice on
one Side, and Fear and Flattery on the other ;
and could be defended by nothing but the moft
brutith Force, or the moft abandoned Impudence,
Yet we have feen thefe monftrous Abfurditice
defended, and God Almighty declared their De-
fender; even Him, who is the God of Mercy
and ‘T'ruth, made, blafphemoufly, the Author of
Cruelty and Lyes.

In this Light do thefe Things appear to one .
who confiders them without embarking in _them,
#and receiving any Advantage from them, But
thofe who gain or fubfift by them, fee them in a
different Light : § doubt not but their Judgment,
as they call it, does alually blend with their In-
tereft, or for the moft part doesy snd therefore
they are really in earneft in maintaining it. Folly,
Falfhood, and Villainy, are no Jonger called
their own Names, nor thought to deferve them,
by thofe that reap Advantages from them. Even
thofe, who have pradifed the greatcft of all Evils,
even that of deftroying God's People, have thought
that in doing it they did God good Service, Our
bleffed Saviour foretold it 3 and his Words have
been fulfilling ever fince, and perhaps will be till
he return,

Oliver Cromwell fought God in all his Oppref-
fions; and though [ am fure that he was an Ufurper,
1 am not fure that he was a Hypocrite, at leaft all
along ; though it is moft probable that he was one

at
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at firt, Buc he had fo lbnwrfonztcd a Saint,
¢hat he feems at laft to have thought himfelf one 3
and when he faw his latter End approaching, he
was fo far from fhewing any Compunétion for the
Part which he had afted, that he, on the con-
trary, boafted that he had been the Caufe of much
Good 10 this Nation ; and added fuch Ejacula-
tiops and Prayers, as fhewed that he poffetled his
Mind odin Peace, and was not without Confidence
in God, ‘

The Emperor of Morocco, than whom a more
jnhuman Butcher never lived, makes God the
Author of all his Barbarities ; and when he mur-
ders a Slave (as he does every Day fome) out of
Wantonnefs or Wrath, he lifts up his Eyes and -
fays, 'Tis God that does it : No Man talks more of
God and Religion, and he certainly thinks himfelf
a moft religious Man, : ‘

Let all this ferve to thew, how little Mens
Judgment is to be trufted when Intereft follows it,
and is probably both the Caufe and the Effet,
Let it abate our Confidence in particular Men,
who may make our Truft in them the Means of
their mifleading us: Let us learn to belicve no
Man the more, for that he believes himfelf; fince
Men are as obftinate in Error, efpecially in gain-
ful Error, as they are in T'ruth; and more fo,
where ‘'ruth is not gainful : And laftly, let us
fwallow no Man's Judgment, without judging of
it and him ; and yicld up our Reafon to no Man's
Authority, nor our Intereft to any Man’s Direc-
tion, any farther than Prudence or Neceflity obli-
gesus, Letus remember what the World has ever
got by implicit Faith of any Kind whatfocver,

G Tam, &e, -

Eq¢. ~ SATUR-
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. SATURDAY, Offer 14, |7zi. No, 48,

The gencral unbappy State of the [World, from the
Bafenefi and Duiguity of its Governors in my}
Ceuntries, ‘

S IR, .
WHILE I have been reading Hiftory, or cons
fidering the State of human AMajrs, how
wofully they are nedgle&ed. how foolifhly managed,
or how wickedly difconcerted and ¢ontaunded, in
the moft and beft Couptries; When I have re-
membered how large, every where, is the Source
of Mifchicf, how eafily it 'is fet a rynning, and
w plentifully it flows; how it is daily breaking
into new Channels, and yet n?n,eof the old ones
are ever fuffered to wax J’r : J have been apt to

wonder, that the encul'éonditiqn of Mankind,
‘ i

though already vaftly ynhappy, is not fill worfe,
Pcpe Aneas Sylvius muft have had fuch Reflec-
tions as thefe, when he faid, that this Werld did, in
¢ great Mrzﬁr:, overn itfelf, He had many Ex-
amples before his Eyes, how ealy it was to govern
wretchedly, and yet continue to govern, The
Papacy itlelf might particularly bave furnifhed him
with*many Examples. It is a Fairy Dominion,
founded upon Nog-Entities, Inventions, and Abo-
minations j fupported by Lyes and Tesrors ) exere
¢ifed with Cruelty, Craft, and Rapine; and pro-
ducing Meanncfs, Delufion, and Poverty, where
ever it prevails, : ,
What

RRE—
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*'What could appear more ftrange, incredible, and
fhameful, than ¢o fep & mean Monk, teﬁdi:zin 2
Cotner of the World, and ruling and plunderi
it ally living in Crimes, Pride and Folly, an
controuling Chriflendsm by the Sounds of Humility,
Holinefs, and Infallibility 3 fubfifting upon the Spoils
and Induftry of Nations, and erzaging Nations in
a blind Confpiracy sgainft themfelves, for the De-
fence of their Oppreflor; pronouncing the Peace
of God to Mankind, and animating Mankind to
continual Quarsels and Slaughters § ring him~
felf the Vicar of Chrift, and making unrelenting
War againft the Followers of Chrit ; and, finally,
the Father of Chriflendom, and the Deftroyer of.
Chriftians,

All this Villainy and Impudence was obvious to-
common Senfe, and felt by long Experience, But
how little do Men fce, when they are taught to
be afrald of their Eye-fight! Even the Reformas
tion, one of the greatelt Bleflings that ever befel.
Eurgpe, has but partially semoved this mighty and
enormcus Ufurpation.  The Root of the Evil ftill.
remains 3 and Men are not yet weary of fighting .
about Words, Subtilties, Chimeras, and about the -
Shape of their Thoughts and Imagination j a
Thing as much out of their own Power, as the
Shape of their Limbs, or the Motion of the-
Winds: The Iflue and Defign of all which is,.
that their Leaders in Strife reap the Fruits of it, .

. and gather the Spoils, the whole Spoils of thofe -
Batdes, in which Craft only blows the T'rumpee, .
while Ignorance weilds the Sword, and runs all:
the Danger, '

If in this, as-in other Wars, none would fight:
but thofe that are paidé or find theig Account in.

5 fighting, .
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fighting, the Combatants would foon be reduced to
a few; and they too would quickly leave a Ficld
where there was no Booty, ;

Will the World never learn, “that one Man's
Corn #ows not the worfe, becaufe another Man'
ufes different Words in his Devotion? ‘That Pride
and Anger, Wealth and Power, are of no Reli-
gion? And that Religion is infeparable from Cha-
sity and Peace? ,

Iam told, that the famous Combuftion raifed
fome Years ago at Hamburgh, by one Krumbultz,
a Divine, and in which that free City had like to
have perithed, was occafioned by this momentous
Quettion, namegz Whether in the Lord’s Prayer
we ould fay, Our Fathiry or, Father our, ——~
A hopeful Point of Debate, to be the Caufe of
Civil Difiention, and a true Specimen of the Im-
portance and Confequences of Kcclefiattical Dif-
p}t:tes,! and of the Spirit of thofe that manage
thein .

It is a hameful Satire upon the Wickednefs of
fome, and the Weaknefs of others, thus to en-
danger the Peace of Society and their own, for
the Sake of a Sound; to be thus eager for Trifles
thus to concern Heaven and Earth in behalf of
Conceits, which of themfelves concern neither ;
but, as they are generally managed, do both pro-
yoke God, and hurt Men,  But fo it will ever be,
as loni as Men, in Polleffion of Reverence, find
theie Ends and Gratifications in fetching knotty
Diflinétions out of the plain Word of God, and
making them of equal [ffiportance with it.

‘I'hus unhappy has the greatett Part of theWorld
been, and is, in its Ghoftly Government; two
Words which are a Contradi@tion to each other ;

firce
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fince the Mind and Underftanding, in which alone
all Religion that is rational doth refide, can never
be altered or controuled by any other Means than
that of Counfe), Reafoning, and Exhortation j
which Method is utterly inconfiftent with Force
and pofitive Authority, as the fame are implicd in
the Idea of Government,

Nor can I fay, that Mankind have been more
happy in_their Civil Lot, and in the Adminiftra-
tion of their ‘Temporal Affairs 3 which are almoft
every where in a wretched Situation, and they
themfelves under the Tron Hand of the Oppreflor,.
‘The whole terraqueous Globe cannot fhew Five
free Kingdoms 3_nor perhaps half fo many Kings,
who make the Eafe and Profperity of their People
their Care,

In enflaved Countries (that is, in all Countries
except our own, and a very few more) the Goo&
of the Governed is fo far from entering into the
Hearts and Counfcls of the Governors, that it is
oppofite to the Genius of their Politicks, cither to
do them Good, or. to fuffer them to acquire it for
themfelves, T heir Happine(s and Sccurity, which
are the very Ends of Magiftracy, would be ter-
rible to their Magiftrates; who, ‘)eing the publick
Enemies of their Country, are forced, for their
own Safety, to leave their People none, ‘

How vile is that Government, and thofe Go-
vernors, whofe only Strength lies in Whips and
Chains; a fort of Inftruments of Scrvitude, which.
it would much better become the Bafenefs of thef.
Mens Natures to wear themfelves, than to inflit
upon others | A Prince of Slaves isa Slave; he.
is only the biggeft and the worft; juft as the Chief,
of the Banditti is one. of them, Such a Princua

E g
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but a National Exccutioner, and for a Soepter he
carries a bloody Knife, :

Such, for the moft part, by far the moft pare,
are the Governors of the World: They derive
their whole Greatnefs, Plenty, Splendor, and Sec-
curig, from the Mifesy, Poverty, Peril, and De-
ftrution of the Governed. Whocver makes juft,
equal, and impartial Laws, does, by doing fo, but
declare to the People, B¢ wicked at your Pevil: Bug
be who rules them by Terrors and Standing Ar-
Diicsy does, in Efe@, tell them in a terrible Tone,
Be bagpy if you dare,

Who, that has human Compaffion, can help
fecling the Sorrows of his wretched Race, and be-
bold, unconcerned, the forlorn and abjeét State of
Mankind?  Monks deceiving, alarming, and
Runging them s their Governors taxing, mul&t-
g, and fqueezing them 3 Soldiers harafling, op-
prefing, and butchering chem! And, in fhore,
sl ke bitter Evils and crying Miferies in human
Powsr to inflih, deliberately and daily inflied
upon them! Nor do Things mend ; on the con-
sary, the Mifchiefs and Misfortunes of the World
grow bour'l{ ireater, and its Inhabitants thinner.

All thefe black Confiderations would lead a.
Man, who had no other Spirit or Guide but thag
of Nature, to think that Providence, tempted by
the Sins of Men, had long ago renounced them,.

er figned a Decree of Vengeance againft them,,
which has ever fince been dreadfully executed, and.

continues to be,

If one was to confider Mankind in Theory
only, his own Specics would. make no fmall Fi-
gure in his Imagination ; he would fee them
worined by a divine Hand, and according ¢o a!di-
- vine

[}
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vine Model ; pofiefled of all the Advantages of
Strength and Contrivance, guided by Reafon,
made wife b{ Obfervation, and cautious by their
own Forefight and the Experience of othersj di-
veQed by Laws and human Conftitutions ; ren-
" dered difcerning by the frequent Trials of Good
and Evil, and many of them enlightened by divine
Revelation : He would fee them Lords of the Cre-
ation, Arbiters of their own' Condition and Feli-
city, invefted with the Ufe and Property of Sea
and Land, and with Dominion over every other
Creature, ,

Thus Mankind appear in Speculation, power-
fu), wife, juft, equal, and bappy. But viewed in
another Light, they make another Appearance,.
‘They ufe one another worfe than they do the
Beafls of the Ficld; and, by the wretched and
monftrous (Economy and Government, almoft
every where found amongft them, they would,
feem not to have more Underftanding, as they
bave certainly lefs Happinefs, The Beafts no
where appoint or fuffer one of their own Herd to-
monopolize the whole Soil, to engrofs every Ad.
vantage to himfelf, to deprive them of all, to kill
and deftroy, to difperfe and to flarve them at his
Pleafure, Every one of them equally enjoys the
Shelter and Pafture, the Air and the Water, which
Nature makes common. to them all,

But Men, their Mafters, cannot boaft fuch Se-
ourity and Juftice; they generally live at the mere
Mercy of One, one of themfelves, whofe Views
fiffer him to have no Mercy, He isoften 8 Mad-
man, often an Idiot, often a Deftroyer; and the
whole Art of his Government confifting in op-

preflipg
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tefling and terrifying, no other Talent is requie
‘t’cd l::tga mcrcilersy Sp?rit and brutal Force, e

Such is an Arbitrary Prince, and the Defcen-
dants of Adam know few others, Sometimes a
Creature is fecen to ftart into Imperial Power,
whom the World never knew before, or knew
only for his Infamy : Taken out of the Stews or
out of & Dungeon, into a Throne; and without
knowing how to sule himfelf, he rules an Empire
living a Reclufe, and feen by nobody, he governs
all but the Women or Parafites, who govern
him : Millions of Men, and their Propertics, are
at the fole Difcretion of one who has none; and a
Creature void of Huma ni:’ difpofes wantonly of &
great Part of human Kind, .

This is the difmal State of all Afia and of all
Afica, except a few free Towns, ‘T he Spirit of
their Monarchs, which is generally alike, may be
feen in a Storl{ (among many others) which Knox
tells us of the King of Ceilon, who, being in Dan-
ger of drowning, was faved by the officious Affec-
tion or Ambition of one of his Slaves, who leaped
into the Water, and ventured his own Life to pre-
ferve his Mafter’s, ‘T'his, one would think, was
. the greateft and moft heroick Kindnefs that ona
Man could do another, But mark how the Mo-
narch requites it ! why, the firft Thing he did
after he came to himfclf, was to order the Bell
of his Prefesver to be ripped up, for daring to touc
the Perfon of his facred Majefty, :

Nature has prepared many Advantages and Plea.
fures for the Ufe of Mankind, given them. Tafle
to enjoy them, and Sa aci:{ to improve them:
But their Governors, almoft univerfally, ffuﬂra,:o

the
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the kind Purpofes of Nature, render her Benefi-
cence abortive, and marr all human Happinefs,
T hey have fuccefsfully ftudied the Arts of Mifery,
and propagated the Pradtice, v
_ It is a mclancholy Refle@ion, that when hu-
man Affairs are put into 8 bad Way, where they
do not fpecdiléucover, they never recover, or
sarely ever, One great Reafon is, that Power is
always on the worft Side, either promoting Mif-
chief, or preventing its Removal ; and the Cham-~
pions of Difhonefty and Oppreflion are more artful
and better paid than the Patrons of Juftice and In-
pocence.

It has hitherto been the ?ood Fortune of Eng-
land (and 1 hope always will be) when’ Attempts
have been made upon its Liberty, to recover it
before it was gone, at leaft before the Senfe of it
was gone, And therefore it ftill fubfifts in fpite of
all the powerful, popular, and fandtificd Attacks
that have been made, and frequently made, upon -
it. Let us make much of it; while it remains, it
will make us Amends for all the Lofles and Mif-
carriages which we have fallen under, or may fall
under, and will enable us to get the better of them, '
Jt is the Root of our Felicity, and all our Civil
Advantages grow from it, By it we excced al-
moft all other Nations, many more Degrees than
fome of them exceed us in Sun and Soil : We are
Men, and they are Slaves, Only Government
founded upon Liberty, is a publick Blefling; with-
out Liberty, itis a publick Curfe, and a publick
Waisnnt for Depredation and Slaughter. :

Let us therefore remember the mighty Diffe-
sence between ourfelves and other Nations, and the
glorious Caufe of ity and always dearly cheriﬂ{ ‘;t.

J
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‘We are not the Prey of Monks, or Janizaries, or
Dragoons, nor the blind Slaves of unaccountable
Will and Pleafure, Our Lives and Properties are
fecursd by the beft Bulwark in the World, that of
Laws, made by ourfelves, and executed by our
Magiftrates, who are likewife made by us; and
when they are dithoneflly executed, or wilfully
neglefted, our Conftitution affords & Remedy, a
tried and a pralticable Rgmcd{. And a3 no Na-
sion ever foft its Liber(t‘y but by the Force of fo-
reign Invaders, or the domeftick Treachery of its
own Magiftrates; we have the Sea and a great
Navy for our Defenders againft the former ; and
Exorbitancies of the other are prevented or re-
ftrained by an excellent Counterpoife, in the Frame
of our Legiflature, .

T'hat we may be for ever able to boaft of all
thefc Bleflings, thcﬁwlorious and uncommon Blef-
ﬁng, is the cordial Wifh and paffionate Prayer of

Your's, &c.

SATURDAY, Oflcher 21, 1731, No, 49,

Of the Power of Prejubice,
§ IR, :

MEN boaft of their Reafon, and might juftly,
if they ufed it freely, and spplied it properly §

but confidering that Sencrally in their moral Con-
duét they are guided by fuch Reafons as are a.
Shame and a Contradiétion to Reafon, it feems to
be thrown away t‘:yon them : Indeed fo litele, or
%o wrong, is the Ufe which they make of it, that
it

»
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it would be seally for their Reputation if they had
none,

But though the Many fearce ufe it at all, and
none fo much as they ought 3 yet every Man
thinks he docs, and never wants fomething which
he calls Reafcn, for the Juftification of his Folly
or Wickednefs, - Prejudice or Paffion fleps into its
Room, takes its Name; and, under the Appear-
ance of Reafon, does Things which Reafon ab-
hors,  And thus Reafon, as well as Religion, Is
forced to furnifh its Enemies with Arms againt
itfelf y and the Abufe of it is worfe and more dan-
fcrous than the abfolute Want of it ; as an ldiot
s lefs terrible and lefs odious than a Knave, and
s a harmlefs Pagan is & much more amiable Cha-
raler than an outrageous perfecuting Bigot, So
that as no Religion at all is better than & mifchic-
vous Religion ; that is to fay, any Religion that
prompts Men to burt one anot‘m; fo the Abfence
or Inaltivity of the Facultics is better than the

uicknefs of Faculties wickedly applied.

""Of all the many falfe Lights that miflead Men
from their Reafon, Prejudice is one of the foremoft
and moft fuccefsful ; and though no two T hings
upon Earth are more oppofite in their Natures, or
more deftrutive of each other, than Reafon and
Picjudice are; yet they are often made to pafs for
each other: And as fome Men will give-you very
%ood Reafons for their being in the wrong them-
elves § there are thofe too, who will give you as
good, why others fhould not be in the right;
that {s, the Prejudices of fome would be thought
Wifdom, and the Wifdom of others is mifcalled
Pr?'udicc. The worft Things that Men do,
calicd by a good Name, pafs for the beft; amictac
' »
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hﬂL blackened by an ilt Name, pafs for the worft,

Such is the Force of Prejudice in the World, and
i‘"o l'u'ccet'sfully does this i"oe to Reafon apc Rea-
on .
. Prejudice is an obftinate and unreafonable At-
tachment to an Opinion, fupported only by a
Wilfulnefs to maintain it, whether regarding Men
or Things: It links the good with the bad, the
bad with the good, and ﬁam or Joves by the
Lump, ‘Thus if a Man be called a Saint, his
worit Altions are fainted with him ; his vesy Ig-
norance and Cruelty, and even his Dirtinefs and
his Dreams, are made facred and meritorious ; as
may be fecn at large in the ngb Legends, where
the principal Qualification for Saintfhip feems to
have conhifted in ftark raving Madnefs, and in an
implacable and bloody Fury towards all Senfe and
ricty, And thus, even with us, if & Man
pafles for :ofOOd Man, his. bad Deeds are often

thought ones, by thofe that think him fo,
mcé) onléxcaufe they tiink him fo.
nt

other Side, if a Man be called an Arheif?
the Odium of that Name, where it is believed
true, is made a Blot upon his belt AQions and
greateft Virtue, and to defeat them as well as foil
them., That there are fuch Men as Arheifls, can
only be imagined by thofe, who, doubting of a
Deity themfelves, may naturally enough fuppofe
that there are others who quite dishelieve One :
For my own particular, I cannot think that there
are any fuch Men ; but if there were, I cannot
think that Truth and Sobriety in an Arkeift are
worfe than in another Man, That Black is not
White, and that Two and Two make Four, is
as true out of the Mouth of an A, as out gf
Lo . e
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the Mouth of an Apoftle: A Penny sivcn bﬁ an
Atheift to a Beggar, is better Alms than a alf-
penny given by a Believer; and the good Senfe of
an Arkeil is preferable to the Miftakes of a good
Chriftan : In fhort, whatever reputed Arheiffs do
well, or fpeak truly, is more to be imitated and
credited, than what the greateft Belicvers do wick-
edly, or fay falfly; and even in the Bufinefs of
bearing T'eftimony, or making a Report, in which
Cafes the Credit and Reputation of the Witnefs
gives fome Weight, or none, to what he %y:,
more Regard is to be had to the Word of an Un-
believer who has no Intereft on either Side, than
to the Word of a Believer who has,

So that as no Man is to be belicved an Atheift,

unlefs he be evidently proved oney which, where
he himfelf denies it, can be done by God only :
fo neither are the good or bad A&ions of an Arbeift
worfe, with refpelt to the World at leaft, for his
bcing one 3 though the Sin of a Saint is more fin-
ful than that of & Pagan. As it is therefore the
blackeft and moft barbarous Villainy to charge any
Man with Atheifm, who is no Abeiff 3 it is the
greateft Folly to think that any Man’s Crimes are
the lefs, for the Name of him that commits them ;
or that Truth is lefs or more Truth, for the ill or
good Name of him that fpcaks it.

Preiudice has long taught Men, contrary to all
Reafon, ‘to think otherwife ; and to confider, not
what was done or faid, but who were the Men
that faid or did it.—~=—A happy Expedient, I muft
own, to acquire Dominion, and to exercife it §
and to keep, for that End, Mankind ignorant
and bafe, as their T'eachers and Governors too ge-
nerally keep them ! And therefore, in moft Part;

: °
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of the World, Truth is a capital Crime; and the

Pope and Mnémm, the Aloran and the Mafi-Buok,

and the like Sounds, with a competent Afliftance

of Fire and Sword, are fuficient to convince and,
govern all true Carbolicks and Myffelmen,
But we live in a Land of Liberty; and have,

1 hope, well-nigh wiped off the Scandal of being

led or animated by Noife or Nanes, as were many

of our Forefathers; whofe Reafon, being in other

-Mens kceping, was generally turned upon them,

and co-operated with other Caufes towards keep-

ing them in Bondage, " They were decoyed or
frightencd into Folly and Chains; fome faw not
their Condition, others wanted Courage or Power
to mend it, But with Liberty Light bas fprung
in, and we have got rid of the Terrors and Delus

fion occalioned by folemn and ill founding Names 3

a fort of Bugbears that frighten only in the Dark

‘We have learned, that we are as fit to ufe our

own Underflandings, as they are whofe Under-

ftandings are no better than ours ; and that there
is no Merit in Sounds, nor in thole AQions which

a wicked Man may pradlife as well as a good Man,

without departing from his Charaéler,

- True Learning and Prejudices cannot fubfift to-
ether ; and therefore, though in Societics of Pe-
ants, little clfe is to be found but Prejudices, Bit-

teenefs, Ignorance, and Jli-Breeding; I am ama-

zed to hear, that in Societics of Gentlemen, form-
ed for the promotinf of Knowledge, and Libeuz
of Enquiry, s Province utterly inconfiftent wit

the narrow Spirit of Prejudice, there are yet found

Inftances of the greateft, I hope, however, that

it is not true, what I am told, That the Royal

Suily rcfufed admitting Mr, /¥biflin and another

» ingenioup
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Ingenious Gentleman as Members, bocaufe the one
was an A7/am, and the othe a Black, Who would
imagine, that natural Complexion, or religious
Oplnionsy could any way afle@ the Difcovery of
Foflils and Cocklefhels, or the Improvement of
Muftard and Pickles 2 But I dare fay, that this
is only a Story raifed, to bring that learned Bod

into Ridicule and Contempt: If it were true, it
would Juftify the Jeft made upon them by a Gens
tleman, who, being asked by fome of them, Whe<
ther he had a3 mind to be a Member? told themy
No, Gentlemen, 'tis impﬂble 3 you fee 1 have a Mole
on my Upper Lipy and I am Jubject to talk in my

cep, :

t is fcarce credible, but that we fee it, how
violently and fhamefully Prejudice flies in the Face
of Reafon, and oficn gets the bettet of ity in Ine
flances too where Reafon foems to be ftrongeft
and moft obvious, I fhall mention a remarkable

one,.
- Alexander and Ceefir are never mentioned bue
with Apphufe, or thought of but as amiable Cha-
racters, and the true Patterns of Princes and Hev
socs, though it is certain that there never lived
more wicked Men's they turned the World upfide
down, and ururpcd its gowcn they paved their
Way to Dominion with dead Bodics, and were
the Oppreflors and Butchers of human Race, Here
is Fact, plain undeniable Fact, againft Prejudice
and Opinion. :
Oliver Cromuvel, on the contrary, is fcarce cver
mentioned but with Deteltation, or thought of but
as 2 Monfter ; though it is as certain that he never
did the hundredth Part of the Mifchief that was
done by cither of the other Two.  He had at leaft
. a8



38 CATO's LETTERS

as good a Right to Great Britain as they had to the
Globe, and ruled it with more Equity and lefs
Blood, He was, doubtlels, an Ufurper, but a
little one; and though wicked enough, really an
jnnocent Man compared to them, lsor was he at
all below them in Parts and Courage, What
therefore is the Caufe of this mighty and unjuft
Difference, where the lefler Wickednefs is moft
magnified, and leaft excufed; and where the black-
eft %rimimls and the higheft Ufurpers are admired
and extolled ?

Thete is yet one Efe® of Prejudice more im-
pious than all the relt; I mean, the daring Pre-
fumption of thofe Men who wantonly apply the

udgments of God to others, and of calling thofe
Things Judgments which are not fo.. Probably
~ pothing ever yet happened to one Man, but has
happencd to another, and a difterent Man: The
icked live in as much Profperity, and dic with
as few Agonies, as do the Righteous; who, I think,
are allowed to be here below much the more un-
happy of the Two, Who has told us, what God
can only tell, that Misfortuncs are Judgments, or
that Death is one ; T"hat Death which is common
to all Men? And as to the different and difaftrous
Manners of Dying; have not Fire and Sword,
Famine and Peftilence, Poifon and Tortuse, wild
Beafts and Accidents, deftroyed as many good
Men as evil Men?

How foolith and infolent are we! When we
are angry, unreafonably angry with one another,
we prefumptuoufly think that God, the good and
all-wife God, is fo too; by which we profancly
fuggeft, that he is a Being as weak, ridiculous,
and paflionate as ourftlves, Whereas that often

plealcs
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pleafes God, which is hated by Man; and that
which is really a Blefling, is often thought a Curfe ;
and therefore fome wickedly think the Judgment
of God due to others for Things that entitle them
rather to God's Favour, So wickedly do Men
differ in their Sentiments and Aﬂ'caiom{ ‘
They who call the Misfortunes of others Judg-
ments upon them, plainly enough own, * though -
not in Words, that they with for Judgments upon
others, or are glad when they happen,” \WVhat can
we (ay of fuch an Antichrittian Spirit as this?
hen the Heathens were upﬁ:rmoﬂ they chare
ed the Chriftians with being the Caufe of 'all the
wils and Misfortunes that befel the Roman Em-
pire, fuch as Inundations, Plagucs, Earthquakes,
and the like; and onc of the Fathers writ a Book,
to prove, that all thofe ‘Things had been from the
Beginning ;3 and whoever makes the like Charge
now againit any Man, or Body of Men, may Ee
filenced, if he has Modefty, Scnfe, or Shame, in
him, by the fame Anfwer,
G lam, &e,

Sarun-
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SATURDAY, Oober 28, 1735, No, 50,

An Idea of the Turkith Government, token from Sir.
Paul Ricaut,
s ’R' . 4
SI R Paul Ricaut's State of the Ottoman Empirey

is what I have quoted before in thefe Letters »
It is written with Fidelity and Judgment, and
gives us a good Idea of that horrible and deftroying
Government 3 a Government fierce and inhu-
man, founded in Blood, fupposted by Barbarity 3
and & Government that has a declared Enmity
;? a‘}l that is good and Jovely in the Eyes of Man«

’u L]

[ have therefore tranferibed the following Paf-
fa‘%: from him, to fhew my Countrymen the ab-
jet, the deplorable Condition of that People, and
the brutith and deRru@ive Genius of their Go«
vernment; and I do it with a benevolent View,
to make them more and more in love with their
own, and paflionate for its Prefervation,

No Man’s Authority is, or ought to be, of any
Weight for or againit Truth, when every Man
fecs it, or may fee it: But fince weak Men, and
they that are worfe, make a Difficulty of credit-
ing the Reafonings and Relations of any Men
about any Thing, unlefs they know and approve
his Opintons in every Thing; I think it not amifs
to acquaint my Readers, that Sir Pou/ was a fin-
cere Monarchy-man, and an unqueftionable Friend
to our Cuvil and Religious Eftablithment j but hav-
ing long feen the difmal Terrors and Dcfolation;

o
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of Abfolute Monarchy, he could not help obferve-
ing the infinite Diftance between that and a li-
mited one; as may be feen in the following Quo-
tation,

For my own particular, I think it contrary to
comman Senfe to goncern myllt with the Cha.
raéter of a Writer, in thofe Writings which do
not coricern his Character: And therefore in Mat-
ters of Reafon or Faét, Cicero is as much regarded
by me as Dr, Tillotfon; and I credit Livy as much
as 1 do Dr, Prideaux, Yor this Reafon, in read-
ing Authors, Chriftian or Heathen, Monarchical -
or Republican, I do not confider their Syftem,
but their Senfe; which [ fhall therefore, as often
as I fee neceflary, give in their own Words, where
I cannot mend them ; And as often as they fpeak
my T'houghts as well, or better than I could fpeak
them myfelf, I (hall not feruple being beholden to
them,

G Lam, &c.

¢ I,IL that is an Eye-witnels and ftrict Obfer.
L ver of the various Changes and Chances
¢ in the Greatnefs, [fonours, and Riches of the
¢ Turks, hath a livclKAEmblem before Lim of the
¢ Unconftancy and Mutability of human Afairs,
¢ Fortune fo ftrangely fports with this People, -
¢ that a Comedy or a '}'rngcdy on the Stage,
¢ with all its Scenes, is fcarce fooner opened or
¢ ended, than the Fate of divers great Men, who
¢ in the Day-time being exhaled into high Sub.
¢¢ limity by the powerful Rays of the Sultan's
¢ Favour, fall or vanifh in the Night, like a2 Mc.
¢ teor, The Reafon hercof, if duly confidered,
¢ may be of great Ufc as Things ftand here ;
VOL. llo k ’ 4 (hit
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that is, the Power of the Grand Seigniory forin
this Conftitution, the Benefit of the Emperor

is confulted before the Welfate of the People,
»

»
. » L]

*
«" And this Courle does 'not onTy evidence the
Power of the Grand Seignior 3 but likewife en-
creafes it: For nonc are advanced in thefe:
Times to Office, but pay the Grand Seignior
vaft Sums of Money for it, according to the
Riches and Expedtations of Profit from the
Charge, Some pay, as the Bofbaws of Grand
Ciiro and Babylon, Three or Four Hundred
‘I'houfand Dollars upon paffing the Commif-
fion; others One, others T'wo Hundred Thou-
fand; fome Fifty Thoufand, as their Places are
more or lefs confiderable; and the Money is
moft common}y taken up at Intereft at 40 or
§0 per Cent, for the Year, and fometimes at
double, when they are conftrained to become
Debtors to the covetous Funuchs of the Seraglio,
So that every one, at his firft Entrance into
Office, looks upon himflf (as indeed he is)
greatly indebted, and obliged, by Jutice or In-
juftice, right or wrong, fpecdily to disburthen
himflf of the Debts, and improve his own
Principal in the World ; and this Defign muft
not be long in Performance, left the hafty Edict
overtake him before the Work is done, and call
him to an Account for the Improvement of his
"Talent,
« ‘Taking then all Circumftances together, the
covetous Difpofition of a Turk, the Cruclty
and Narrownefs of Soul in thofe Men com-
monly that are born and educated in Want §
think what Oppreilion, what Rapinc and Vio-
, ¢ Jence
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lence muft be exercifed, to fatisf 'the'AEpclitc
of thefe Men, who come famithed with im.
menfe Defires and ftrange Confiderations to
fatisf§y |} Diu fordidus, repente dives mutationem

[ortane male regity accenfis ageflate longa cupidini-

bus (mmoderatus, Tacit. So that Juitice in its

common Courfe is fet to Sale; and it is very

rare, when any Law-S8uit is in Hand, but Bare
gains are made for the Sentence ; and he hath
moft Right, who hath moft Money to make
him rectus in ewria, and advance his Caufe ;
and it is the common Courfe for both Partics at
Difference, before they appear together in Pre-
fence of the Judge, to apply themfelves fingly
to him, and try whofec Donative and Prefent
hath the mott in it of Temptation ; and it is
no Wonder if corrupt Men exercife this kind

of Trafficking with Juffice, for having before

bouzht the Oftice, of confequence they mutt fell
the Fruit,

¢ Add hereunto a flrange kind of Facility in
the Turks, for a Trifle or fmall Hire, to give

falfe Witnefs in any Cafe, efpecially (and that
with a Word) when the Controverfy happens’

between a Chriftian and a Turk; and then the

Pretence is for the Aduffelmantzck, as they call .

ity the Caufe is religious, and hallows all Falfe-
nefs and Forgery in the Teftimony, * * #
P I T I R i
¢¢ This Confideration and Prallice made an
Englih Ambaflador, upon renewing the Capi-
tulations, to infert an Arsticle'of Caution againit
the Teftimony of Turks, as never to be admite
ted or pleaded in any Court of Turkih Juttice,
againtt the Englih laterelt, * , % , #

F: s In
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¢ In the Times of the beft Emperors, when
Virtue and Deferts weve confidered, and the
Empire fourithed and encreafed, Men had Of-
fices conferred upon them for their Merits, and
ood Services were rewarded freely and with
ounty, without Sums of Money and Payments,
—— But now it is quitc contrary, and all
Mattess sun out of Courfe ; a manifeft Token,
in my Opinion, of the Dclenfion and Decay
of the Empire! —-— However, this ferves in
part the great End of the Empite; for Byfaws
and great Men, having a kind of a Neceffit
vpon them to opprefs their Subjecls, the People
theieby lofe their Courage § and by continual
Taxes and Seizures upon what they gain, Po- -
verty fubdues their Spirits, and makes them
more patiently futfer all kind of Injuftice and
Violence that canbe cflured them, without:
"Fhoughts or Motion to Rebellion; And fo the
Lord Ferulem fays in his Effays, That it is im-
poflible for a People overladen with Taxes ever
to become muartial or valiant 5 for no Nation
can be the Lion's Whelp, and the Afs between
two Buriliens, ‘
¢ By this Means the Tird preferves fo man
dificient Surts of Pecple, as he hath conquered,
in Jue Quedience, ut‘mg no uther Help than a
fevere Hand, joined to all kind of Oppreflion ¢
But fuch as aye Turds, and bear any Name of
Oshice ur Degree in the Service of the Empire,
Jeel but Part of this Opprefion, and lve with
ali Freedom, having I.Kt.il’ Spitits ruifed by a
Licence they attain to infuit over others that
dure niot sebtt them,

¢ But




¢
[ {}
Y]
“
«
¢
o
o
]
«
“
Y]
¢
¢«
‘“
]
«
o
()
Y]
o
(11
¢
]
]

(1]
(13
(13
[
({3
(1]
(13

CATO’s LETTERS, 115

¢ But the Iffue and Conclufion of the Spoils
that thefe great Men make on Subjets is very -
remarkable ; For, as if God were pleafed to
evidence his juft Punithment more evidently and
plainly here than in other Sins, fcarce any of
all thefe Bafhaws that have made hafte to be
rich, have efcaped the Grand Seignior’s Hands
but he either wholly divefts them of All, or
will fhare the beft Part of the Prey with them,
Amongft whom I have obferved none pafles fo
hardly as the Bafhaws of Grand Cairo, becaufe
it is the richeft and moft powerful of all the
Governments of this Empire ; and fo, cither
in his Journey Home, or after his Return, he
lufes his Life Z"publick Command, or at Jeaft
is 1ifed of his Goods as ill got, which are cone
demned to the Grand Seigmor's Treafury : And
it is ftrange yet to fce with what Heat thefe
Men labour to amafs Riches, which they know
by often Expericnces have proved but Collec-
tions for their Mafter; and only the Odium
and Curfes which the opprefled Wretches have
vented againlt their Rapine, remain to them-
felves, Rebus fecundis avidi, adverfis autem in-
cantf, Tacit, '® % % & % 5 » &
P I A I R I
¢ The Turk underftands well how profitable it
is for the Conftitution of his Eftate, to ufe evil
Inftruments, who may oppreis and poll Lis
People, intending afterwaids for Jiinfelf the
whole Harveft of their Labours j they remain-
ing with their Hatred, while the Prince, undcr
Colcur of performing Juftice, procures both
Ricl.es and_Fame together,

Fl3 ‘ e If
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¢ If it be fufpeCed that gny great Man intends
to make Combuftion or Mutiny in his Govern-
ment, or that his Wealth or natural Abilities
render him formidable, without further Inquifi-
tion or Scrutiny, all Difcontent of the Grand
Seignior is diflembled, and perhaps a Horfe, or
Sword, or Sable Veft, is scported to be pre-
fented, and all fair T'reatment is counterfeited,
till the Executioner gets the Bow-ftring about
his Neck, and then they care not how rudely
tkey deal with him: Juft like the Birds in Pl-
tarch, that beat the Cuckow, for fear that in
Time he thould become a Hawk, .
¢t And to make more Room for the Multitude
of Officers that crowd for Preferments, and to
adt the cruel Edi@ts of the Empire with the
Jeaft Noife; oftgntimes when a great Perfonage
is removed from his Place of Truft, and fent
with a new Commiflion to the Charge, per-
haps, of a greater Government § and though
he depart from the Regal Seat with all faic
Demonttrations of Favour, yet before he hath
advanced Three Days in his Journey, triumph-
jug in the Multitude of his Servants and his late
Hopes, the fatal Command overtakes him, and,
without any Accufation or Caufe, other than
the Will of the Sultan, he is barbaroufly put to
Death, and his Body thrown into the Dirt of
a foreign and unknown Country, without So-
Jemnity of Funeral or Monument ; and he is
ny foonet in his Grave, than his Memory is
forgotten,
s¢ Hence are apparent the Caufes of the Deca
of Arts amongft the Turks; and of the Neglect
a.d Want of Care in manuring and Cultiva;ling
¢¢ their




CA TO's LETTERS. 127

¢ their Lands 3 why their Houfes and private
¢ Buildings are made flight, and not durable for
¢ more than Ten or T'wenty Years; why you
¢ find there no delighful Orchards, and pleafant
¢ Gardens and Plantations ; and why, in thofe
¢¢ Countrics where Nature hath contributed fo
¢ much on her Part, there are no additional La-
¢¢ bours of Art to complete all, and turn it Into
 a Paradifc :  For Mon,. knowing no ‘certain
¢ Heir, nor who fhall fucceed theni 3n their La-
¢¢ bours, contrive only for a few Years Enjoy-
¢ ment, And moreover, Men are afraid of fhew-
¢ ing too much Oftentation or Magnificence In
¢¢ their Palaces, or Ingenuity in the Pleafures of
45 thelr Gardens, left the i{ould bring on them
¥¢ ‘the fame Fate that Naborhs Vineyard occa-
¢ fioned to its Mafter, And therefore Men neg-
 Je& all Agplica!iom to the Studics of Artsand
¢¢ Sciences, but only fuch as are neceflary to the
“ mere Courfe of Living: For the Fear and
¢ Crime of being known to be rich, makes them
¢ appear outwardly poor) and fo become natu-
s¢ rally Sroicks and Philofophers in all the Points of

¢ a referved and cautious Life,
¢ And here | am at a Stand, and cannot con-
¢ clude, without contemplating a while, and
¢ pleafing myfelf with the “I'houghts of the Blef-
s¢ fednefs, the Happinefs, the Liberty of my own
¢ Country 3 where Men, under the Protetion
¢ and fafe Influence of a gracious and the beft
¢ Prince in the World,” (He might with more
Propricty have faid, the byt Conjlitution in the
World) ¢ enjoy and eat of the Fruit of their
¢ own Labour; and purchafe to themfelves,
 with Sccurity, Ficlds and Manors, and dare
. F 4 ¢ acknow-
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¢ acknowledge and glory in their Wealth and
¢ Pomp, ans yet leave the Inheritance to their

¢ Pofterity,

.

SaxvrpAv, November 44 3721, WNo, 51,
Popularity no Proof of Merit,

$ IR,
I)Opularity is the Fondnefs and Applaufe of ma.
ny, following the Perfon of one, who, in their
Opinion, deferves well of them; and it muft
doubtlefs be a fenfible Pleafure to him who enjoy$
it, if he enjoy it vpon good Teims, and from
reputable Caufes : But where it is only to be ac-
Quired bK deceiving Men with Werds, or intoxi-
cating them with Liquors, or purchafing their
Hearts with Bribes, a virtuous Man would racher
aewithout ity and therefore vi;:u«i;ns Men bave
en rarely popular, except in the Beginning, or
near the firft Rife of States, while they yetgprc-
ferved their Innocence,

Where Parties prevail, a principal Way to gain
Popularity is, to aét foolifbly for one Side, and
wickedly againft the other: And therefore fome
publick Talkers have grown popular, by callin
tholc whom they difliked by bitter and ill-bre
Names; or by rioting and making a Noife for
fome Sounds, which they had taken a Liking to}
or by infulting and abufing thofe that affronted
them, by being more fober and fenfible than them-
felves:  And fome, to be sevenged on thofe that

never
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never hurt them, have given themfelves up a blind
Prey to certain Leaders, who deluded them, and
fold them, and yet earned popular Applaufe of
them for fo ferving them,

So that Popularity is often but the Price which
the People pay to their Chiefs, for decciving and
felling them : And this Price is fo implicitly paid,
that the very Vices and Fooleries of a populag
Chicf  become lar too, and were perhaps
amongft the firft Caufes that made him fo, Some
Geuntlemen of this Caft owe their Figure’ to the
Weakuefs of their Heads, or the Strength of their
Baiiels; and grow confiderable by their having
{'mall Parts, or %y drinking away thofe that they

ave,

“Thefe are the Inftruments that cunning Men
work with ; and therefore fometimes a Knave,,
who is not popular, fhall get a weak Man, who is
fo, to do thofe Things with Applaufe, for which
he himfcIf would be hated and condemned: And
the Hand that exccutes fhall be blefled, when the
Head that contrives would be curfed, for one and
the fame Thing,

T'his fhews that Names are principal Reafons to.
determine the Multitude to popular Love and Ha.
tred; and it proceeds not fo snuch from their being
uataught as ill taught: When they arc inftruéted
not tu reafon but to rage, not to judge but to mif-
take, "a better Difcernment and wifer Behaviour
are nut ¢o be hoped from them,

Dewmetrius, and the other Craftfmen, Shrine-
nakers to Diana, at Ephefis, were more populae:
Men than St, Pauly and raifed a Mob to cuntute:
his Asguments for Chriftianity :  For it had not
yet enered into the Heai‘g of the People, that Reli--

5 glom
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gion and Rage were contradi®ory Things, and
that Antiluity and Reverence cou{; not fan&lify
Imgpiety, Falfhood, and Folly,

n like Manner, Barabbas, a Rioter and a Mur-
derer, had more Votes to fave him than our blef-
feed Saviour had 3 who was thought, by that zea-
Jous, deluded, and outrageous People, to be the
greater Criminal of the T'wo, for having told them
fober and faving Truth, which was new to them,
though cverlafting in itfelf ; and therefore condemn-
ed becaufe it was new, :

Now, "in neither of thefe Inftances were the
People, though they ated thus impioufly and mad-
ly, originally in the Fault; but thofe who taught
them; and who, having for Religion taught them
“Trifles, Folly, and Fury, were alarmed by the
xﬁationai and prevailing Doctrines of Mercy, Wif-
dom, apd Truth, ‘T'hey therefore bl);rphcmc
again(t the Author of T'ruth, yet charge him with
Blafphemy.  As to the Populace, they did as they
were taught, and uttered the Cry which was put
into their Mouths, .

“I'he People, when they are left to themfelves,
and their own Underftandings and Obfervation,
will judge of Men by their good or bad Adlions,
and are capable of fcparating Vice from Virtue,
and the Juft from the Unjuft: And therefore
when their Government is not corrupted, the beft
and moft virtuous Men will always be the moft

pular, and he who does beft will be efteemed
E:)(E: But when ftrong Liquor, or Money, or
falfe ‘Terrors intervene, and Government is turned
into Faction j the Judgment of the People is vis
tiated, and worfe than none, They then prefer
the worlt Men to the beft, if they have ftronger

‘ - Diink,
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Drink, or more Money, or are covered with any
other falfe Merit, by thofe whofe Word they take
and whofe Authority they fubmit to; and the mo
popular Man is he who bribes higheft, or impofcs
upon them beft,

That thefe Things are common, and almoft
univerial, is not ftrange: Generally fpeaking,
where-ever there is Power, there will be Faction y
and where-ever there is Money, there will be Cor-
ruption: So that the Heads of Faction, and the
Promaters of Corruption, have from their very
Chara&ers, which ought to render them deteftable,
the M=ans of Popularity,

Who was better beloved at Rome than Spurius
Mlius, while he was meditating the Slavery of
the Roman People?  Who could ever boaft fuch
Eotent Partics, fuch numecrous Followers, fuch

igh Applaufe and Regard, fuch Trophics and
Statues, as Marius and Sylla, Pompey and Cafar,
Auguftas and Anthony could boaft 5 while they were
overtuminﬁthc State, opprefling Mankind, butch-
ering one Half of the World, and putting Shackles
upon the other? And, in fine, who was ever a
greater Impoftor, and a more admired Prophet,
than Mahomet was? All thefe Men were Enemies
to Liberty, ‘I'ruth, and Peace; the Plagues and
Scourges of the Karth: but they deccived and
deftroyed their People with their own Confent,
and by the higheft Wickednefs gained the higheft
Popularity,

"I'he T'wo Dukes of Guifey Francis and Henty,
Father and Son, wercthe T'wo mioft popular Men
that ever France faw, and grew fo by doing it
more Mifchicf than ever ‘T'wo Men till then had
done, ‘F'hey were perpetually, during a Courfe

of




132 CATOs LETTERS,

of many Years, deftroying its Peace, violating its
Laws, ufurping its Autlority, pufhing at the
Crown, raifing and carrying on Rebellions, com-
mitting Maflacres, and filling it with Blood and
Dcfolation: They had no one publick End, and
did no one publick T hing, but what was pernicious
to France, yet France adored them,

W heever is the Author of a Civil War, is Au-
thor of all its cruel Confequences; Plunders, De-
vaftations, Burnings, Rapes, Slaughters, Oppre-
fion, and Famine, —— A frightful Catalogue of
Crimes to lic at one Man’s Door | yet both thefe
Dukes had them all to anfwer for over and over,
yet were vaftly beloved, Even when they were
dead, they continued the Authors of Jong publick
Mifer.es, by leaving their deftruive Schemes and
their Paity behind them; a fierce, lawlefs, and

swerful Party, that maintained the Civil Wag
fjng after them ; and having deftroyed Heury 11,
was like to prove too hard even for the great
Henry IV, nor did he overcome it but by inhnite
Courage, Induftry, and Patience, and the renoun-
c¢ing of his Religion: Nay, atlaft, bis Murder
was owing to the Spirit of the League, firft con-
certed, and afterwards confantly headed and ani-
mated, by thefe two Dukes fucceflively.

Had ever any Country two greater Foes ! yet
were ever two Men greater Datlings of any Coun-
try?  ¥or Henry Duke of Gu.’é' pasticularly, he
Lsd fo much the Hearts of the People, that their
Paftion for Lim ran not only to Dotuge, but ldo-

“Jutry 5 and they blafplemed God, to du tle Duke
Monour: They worthipped his Image y they in-,
voked him in their Prayers ; they touched reli-
givully the Hem of Ls Ganmert, and with{ the

ame
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fame Spirit and Defign rubbed their Beads upon
his Clothes ; nay, following him in Multitudes as
he pafled their Streets, faluted him with Flofannas
to the Son of David, -

“I'hus they treated and adored this Idol j a lewd
Man, a publick Incendiary and Deftroyer, but
reprefented to them as their Saviour. «mw— He had
for the Ends of Ambition put himfelf at the Head
of the Cathalick Caufe s the furet Warrant in the
World for Mifchief and Homa%:!

Our good Fortune, or our better Conftitution,
has hitherto reftrained us againft our Will from
running into all thefe Excefies of Diftraction and
Folly.” But we have had our popular ldols too §
wretched Idols, who could not furnifh us from
their Parts or Reputation with one Reafon for our
Stupidity in admiring them, Somictimes paltry and
turbulent Priefts, deflitute of all Virtue and Good-
breeding, weak and immoral Patricians, or loud
and ignorant Plebeians, have run away with our
Reverence, without being able to merit our Eftcem 3
without Religion they have been popular in the
Caufe of Religion, "and contended popularly for
Loyalty by Fa%\&on and Rebellion,

‘T'o every Reader, Inftances of this Nature will
occur within his own Memory and Obfervation,
T'o name them with the other great Names above-
mentioned, would be an Honour too mighty for
them, who weie but fmall wicked Men, though
greatly popular,

I have often remembered, with Compaflion, an
unfortunate Great Man il living, but utterly
suined by his Popularity and falfe Fricnds, His
Good-nature has been often mentioned, and is
grown almoft proverbial ; Nor do I deny it; thouEb

y
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by it lie never ferved himfelf, his Family, or the
Publick.  On the contrary, it has provc«f his Fail-
Ing and his Crime. 1f one were to enquire for
the Caufis of his Popularity in the Probity of his
Life, the Picty of his Mind, his publick Abilities,
private (conomy, or conjugal and domeftick Vir-
tues, thefe are ‘I'opicks upon which his Friends
do not extol him: And for his Loyalty, take
Loyalty in what Senfe you will, he will be found
to have given prepofterous Proofs of it, and to
have been engaged in all the Depths of Rebellion
and Perjury, and is ftill engaged,

From what has been faid, it will not feem
frar:ge that fome of the moft popular Men in the
World hate been the moft mifchievous in their
Behaviour and Opinions, What Fighting and
Burning has there been for Tranfubftantiation |
what Declaiming, Damning, and Rebelling, for
Paflive Obedicnce ! what fierce Contention, and
how many foolith Arguments, for Perfecution] All
which Opinions are¢ a Contradition to Religion
and Scripture, an Affront to common Senfe, and
utterly deftruétive of all Civil and Religious Liberty,
and of all human Happinefs : Nor would any of
them, or any like them, lave ever entered into -
the Heart of any Man, unlefs he were firft deceiv-
ed, or found his Account in deceiving.  But even
Crimes, ContradiCtions, and Folly, will be popular
in a State, when they bring Gain or felfifh &‘ratiﬁ-
cations to thofe who are in Pofleflion of a Puwer
to render Folly, Contradiétion, and Crimes, ad-
vartageous 1o the pernicioug Purfuits which they
are engaged in,

(¢ I am, &c,

SATUR.
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SATURDAY, November 11, 1721, No, g2,

Of Divine Judgments; the Wickednefs and Abfurdity
of applying them to Men and Events,

S 1R,

Have in a former Letter to you, not long fince,

fhewn the Rafhnefs of Men in applying to one
another the Judgments of God. 1 fhall in this
confider that Subject farther, and endeavour to
cure that prevailing and uncharitable Spirit.

Almoft ail Sorts of Men pretend, in fome In-
ftances, to be in the Sccrets of the Almighty, and
will be finding out the unfearchable Purpofes of his
Providence ; they will be prying inta the hidden
‘Things of God, and alligning fuch Ends and Mo-
tives for his all-wife Difpenfations, as are only
fuitable to their own Weaknefs, or Prejudices, or
Mulice : “T'hey give him the (ame Paflions that
they themfelves pofiefs, and then make him love
and hate what and whom they themfelves love and
hate: I'hcy are pleafed with Flattery and Sounds,
and prevoked by ‘Trifles and Names; and fo they
think is he, And as they thus ‘fan&ily all their
own Daings, Affeltions, and Fancies, with a Flat
and Approbation from Heaven, and belye and
provoke God, to make him their Friend 3 fo they
take it for granted that he is an Enemy to all thar
Eucmies; and that therefore every Evily or freme
ing Ev-1, that befals their Encmies, or thofe whom
they difike, is a manifeft Judgment from God,
and a Juflitication of whatever they can do ag];ainlt

them @
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them: So that God is often made the Author of
every Mifchief which they themfelves commit ¢
but they that feel it, think more rationally that
they are animated by a contrary Spirit,

God made Man after his own Likenefs, perfect,
amiable, merciful, and upright; and Men are bold
and foolifh enough to make God after theirs; and
almo(t every one has his own God, one fafhioned
according to his own Temper, Imaginations, and
Prejudices, In this Senfe they worfhip as many
falé Gods, as they have wron§ Notions of the
true one; and fo in fome fort Polytheifm docs yet re-
main even in the ChriftianWorld, ‘I'hey only agree
in cailing what they worfhip by the fame Name 3
but they conceive him in fuch a ditferent Manner,
they differ fo widely about his Nature and Will,
and either give him fuch contraditory Attributes,
of fo contradict one another in explaining thefe
Attributes, that'it is plain they do not mean one
and the fame Being. Some make God hate what
be certainly loves, others make him love what he
certainly hates ; and all take it amifs if you think
that they own and adore any God but the true
God,  But let them think what they will, many
of them flill worfhip the old Gods of the Heathens,
Gods that were delighted with Baubles, Shew, and
Grimace, and with Cruelty, Revenge, and human
Sacr.fices, ~

From this miftaken and impious Spirit it proe
cecds, that when Calamities and Difafters befal.
others, efpecially thofe that difier from us, we call
them Judgments, and fay that the Hand of God
is againft them : But when the fame Evils or worfe
betal ourfelves, the St)’le is changed, and then
swbort God lverh be chgflenethy or it we own them

to
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' to be Judgments, yet ftill they are Judgments upon
us for other People’s Sins,

Thus all the Misfortunes that happened to Spain
for many hundred Years, whether they came from
the Encmy or the Elements, were divine Judg-
ments upon them for fuffering the idolatrous Moors
to inhabit that good Catholick Country ; and
thercfore, like true Catholicks, they brought the
greatelt Judgment of all upon it, by deftroying
and banithing that numerous and induftrious Peo-

le. Thus the bigotted Pagans, when Alarick
ing of the Funs facked Rome, charged the Chri-
ftians with being the Caufe of that and_of every
other Calamity that befel the Empire: The Chri-
flians defpifed their Gods, and therefore their Gods,
out of a particular Spite to the Chriltians, afticted
the whole World with Miferies; and fo Plagucs,
Wars, Hurricanes, and Earthquakes, which were
Evils that had been in the World from the Begine
ninﬁ cf it, and will be to the End, were, not-
withftanding, all fo many Judgments, occafioned

by the poor Chriftians ! —=— Hence the Beginnin
of Penaltics, Scveritics, and Pesfecutions again&
them; and thus the Chriftians came in Time to
return the Charge upon the Heathens, to ufe the
fame Way of Reafoning, and to make the like
Reprifals, and with as liule Equity, Truth, or
Clemency :  And thus, laftly, all Partics in Relis

gion have ever dealt with one another,

\We are commanded not fo judge, kit we be
Judged s and we are told that Pengeance is the Lard's,
and that Judgments are in bis Hand; All which
are to convince us, that we have no certain or
probable Rule to apply God’s Judgments by ; and
that the fureft Rule is the Rule of Charity, which
wiheth
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wifbeth all Things, hopeth all Things. 'The Good
and Evil that happen to Men in this World, are
no fure Marks of the Approbation and Difpleafure
of Almighty God, who makes his Sun to fhine
and his Rain to fall upon the Juft and the Unjuft
Good Fortune and Calamities are -the Portion of
the Good and of the Bad ; and if there be any In-
equality, the Wicked feem to have the Advantage.
*I'he World had more People and Femporal Pro-
fperity in the ‘T'imes of Heathenifm, than fince its

bolithment ; Mabometanifin poflefles much more
of the Globe than Chriftianity pofleffes; the Pa-
pifts arc more numerous than the Proteflants are,
and have greater and better Countries, 1'he Apo-
Ales and Saints were the pooreft Men in theWorld,
and debauched Men are often uppermoft, and
thrive beft 3 and as the R?hteoua are at lealt as
fubje& to Diftempers and Afiiction while they live,
as the Wicked are, fo the Wicked die with as little
Pain and as few Pangs as the Righteous die,

That theie is a Providence, and a gracious Pro-
vidence prefiding over the World, is manifeft and
undeniable ; but how it works, and from what

articular Motives, in a thoufand Inftances, none
ﬁuc the Author of it can tell ; though almoft all
pretend to tell, and are for ever diving into the
focret Counfels of the moft High with as much
fTemerity as ill Succels,

T'o the Difcredit of this Practice, it is obferver
able, that pone buf the fierce and uncharitable
nope but ignorant and narrow-fpirited Bigots and
Barbarians, ceme fnto it or encourage it, Men of
charitable and benevolent Minds, enlarged by Rea-
fon and Obfervation, condemn it as irseligious ;
they know that it is often malicious #nd dithoneft,
: * always

-
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always ridiculous and dangerous they know the
Ways of God to be paft finding out; they fce
human Affairs fo pesplexed and unaccountable §
Men fometimes rifing and fometimes falling, both
by Vistue and Vice fuch Viciffitudes and Revo-
lutions in the Fortunes of Men and of Nationd,
often without any Change in thefe Men and Na-
tions from Vittue to Vice, or from Vice to Virtue 3
People growing greater without becoming better,
and pooser without growing worfe: T'hey behold
Good and Eyvil fo promifcuoufly difpenfed; fomse-
times “["houfands o!pMcn, Women, and Children, -
of difierent Spirits, Merit, and Morals, fufliring

v,

equally under the fame publick Calamity, or de-
riving equally the like Advantages from publick
Profperity 3 they behold the Advesfity of fome to
be the vifible Caufe of the Profperity of others,
who are no better than them; and the Profperity
of fome the vifible Caufe of the Adverfity of others
who are no worfe than the former ; and one an

the fame Thing producing Good and Evil to thofe
who alike deferve or do not deferve Good and
Evil; ‘They fee fo little Equity or Confiftency in
the Proceedings of Men; fomctimes good Men
exalted, without any Regard had to their Virtue;
fometimes wicked Men caft down, without any
Refentment of their Crimes; fometimes ﬁod
Men punifhed for being good, and wicked Men
raifed and rewarded fortcing wicked ;¢ fometimes
both Good and Bad fuffering or profpering alike ;
fometimes good Fortune following the Good, and
ill Fortunc the Bad, and often taking a contrary
Freak, —=— I fay, wife and honeft Men, fceing
all thefe Things in this great Confufion and Un-
certainty, find fufficient Reafon to be afraid of
: making
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making bold with Heaven, and of chriftening by
the Name of its Judgments any of thefe Events
and Evils that afli& any Part of Mankind,

But Bigots, and they, who, to ferve ill Ends,
intereft Heaven in all that they do, deal more
frecly and profanely with their (Freat Maker and
Judge, whofe Counfels and Judgments being in-
comprehenfible, it is Impiety and a Contradi&tion
to go about to explain and apply them. The
Turks make God the Author of every Thing that
they do, and of gvery Evil that others fuffer from
them, They meafure his Will by the Event
and, with them, whatever is fuccefsful, is lawfu
and juft: ‘The Murder of a Prince, or his mure
dering of others, is never finful if it fucceed s
God, they fay, blefles and approves the Event, elfe
he would prevent it.  So that, upon this Principle,
there can be no fuch Thing as Wickednefs and
Villiiny amongft them ; for who knows but it
may fucceed, and then it is good? or if it do not
fucceed, who could forefce but it would 2 T'his
impious Tenet of that brutifh People arms them
with Fiercenefs and Outrage againft one another,
and all the World § it animatgs them to commit
Rapine and Butcherics, and then fears their Con-
fciences, and prevents all Remorfe, Nay, they
glory in executing Cruclty, becaufe it is the Judg-
ment of God, and they are his Agents.

1 with I could keep this dreadful Principle out
of Chriflendom 3 but [ am forry to fay, that it is
common among(t us, W hoever applics the Judg.
ment of God to others, has this Turéyb Spirit in
him: And all Men that make fuch Applications,
seafon fo foolifhly, fo fallly, and often fo mali-
cioufly in their Defence, that every Infance Iw!l:kh

ave
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I have gver yet met with in all my Reading and
Obfervation (except the declared Infances in fa-
cred Writ) cx&)(cs them, )

Upona the Murder of Henry 111, of France, by
Fagues Glement, a Daniinican Friar, the Deputy of
the famaqus French Leazue, then at Rome, tells the
Pope, in an Audicnce given upon that Qccafion,
‘T"hat the Afiailin was chofen by God, and divine-
ly infpiied to murder his Prince; and calls it a

lorious Exploit: And though that execrable and
loody Monk ufed all the Methods of Falfhood,
Lyes, and Forgeries, to get Accefs to the King,
in order to deftroy him 3 yet the Deputy folemnly
tells his Holine®s, that it was notorious that the
Thing came not from Men,  The League diftrefe
fed, refifted, and at laft mwurdered their Prince
Aund all thefe their own wicked Doings were, for-
footh, the Judgments of (GGod upon him, for fuf-
fering Hercly in the Land,

Vhie Hugonots, on the other hand, made a Judg-
ment of that Murder too; but a Judgment on
their Side, for his frequent Breach of Faith and
Edi&s with thein, and for his Barbaritics towards
them, They faid, it was a remarkable Providence
of GGod, that he was affaflinated in the fame Cham-
ber where he had concerted the furious Maflacre
of St. Bartholimew -—— in the very Chamber,
nay, on the fame Day, the fame Hour, and on
the fame Spot | Here are Judgments encountering
g‘udémems! let who will reconcile them, I think

ith Sides fufliciently rafh and ridiculous in making
them, as are all thofe that do, whatever Side they
aic of,

‘T'he Conqueft of the Greeks by Mahmet 11,
and the.r flavith Sub ection to the Tur/s, is alcribed

by



142 CATO's LETTERS,

by the Jcfuit Maimbourg to the Schifm, which he
fays they were guilty of in withdrawing their
Obedience from the Sce of Rome,  Here, accord-
ing to him, was the Judgment and the Caufe of
the Judgment.,  Buayle obferves upon this Occafion,
that Rsme being taken by Charles V., in 1527,
was as barbaroufly pillaged by his “T'roops, as was
Conflantinsple by the Turks, when they took it:
And he asks, Whether Maimbonrg would take it
well to be told by the Greeks, that that Defolation
of Rome was a Judgment upon her for her Pride
and Ambition, in demanding, imperioufly, of the
Greek Church an abfolute Uniformity and Obe-
dience to her Difcipline and Dictates? He fays,
that Maimbourg, fince he was dealing in Judg-
ments, might as well have given this another
‘F'urn, with which Chalondylis would have fur-
nithed him, ‘T'hat Hiftorian relates, that when
Mabomet invaded and fubdued Greece, the then In-
habitants of Reme, who thought themfclves the
Deicendants of the old Remans, who came from
AEntity who came from Trey, aflerted pofitively,
that all the Deftruion brought upon the Greeks
by the Barbarians, was but a fudgmcnt upon them
for all the Ravages which their Greed Anceftors
had committed againft the Subjets of Priamus,
and in the Deftruction of Trey fome Thoufand
Years before,

‘I'he Death. of Oliver Cromiwel was, it feems,
attended or followed by a very high Wind; which
was nothing ftrange: But as Oliver had been a
Ulurper, and a great Deceiver, and was greatly
hated ; moft of the Vulgar, and many that would
be thought much wifcr, took in their Heads,
that that fame Storm was a -oud Judgment and

Declara-
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Declaration of the Wrath of Heaven againft him,
and that Satan was fetching away his Soul in a
Whirlwind.  But his Friends turned it quite an-
other Way ; particularly Mr, Waller, who made
all that Tumule and Bellowing in the Elements,
to be partly the Call of Heaven, fummoning away
fo great a Man partly the Sighs and Sympathy of
Nature for his laft Agonies and Departure, ’I:hc
Copy of Verfes that /Zalkr made on that Occafion
is onc of the nobleft in our Language; I fhall con-
clude wich a few Lines out of it, ——=

1o muft refigns Heav'n bis great Soul does claim,
In Storms & bud as Fis immertal Eame,
His dying Groans, bis lyl Byeath fhakes our Ijie
And Trees, uncut, /d” or bis Fun'val Pile,
New Rome in fuch a Tempo I Ler King,
And, from obeying, {i'// to wor/bipping.
Nature berfelf took Notice cf bis Death,
And, fighing, fwelld the Sca with fuch a Breath,
That, to remotef! Shores, ber Billnws roll'd,
TR approacking Fate of their great Ruler 02:d,

G
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SATURDAY, Nowember 18, 1731, No, §3.

Dr. Prideaux’s Reafining about the Death of Cam.
byfes, examined y whather the fame was a Fudge
ment for his killing the Egyptian God Apis, '

8§ IR,

TH E Talent of, writing Hiftory is fo rare on

this Side the Alps, and more on this Side the
Channel, that I think moft of our Southern Neigh-
bours have far exceeded us in it; agmuch, per-
haps, as fome of the Ancients have exceeded them,
By far the moft Part of our Englip Hiftorics are
pitiful Performances, unworthy of a free, polite,
and learned Nation, But though many of our
Neighbours excel us in_ the Hiftories of their own
Countries, we can boaft of two univerfal Hiftories,
which do Honour to the Authors, and their Coun-
try, The firlt is Sit Walter Raleigh; one of the
worthieft and ableft Men that this or any other
Country ever produced, He had a Soul as vaft as
the Work which he undertook, and his Work re-
fembles him 3 for though it has much in it that is
foreign to Hiftory, it is noble, nervous, and in-
firuélive j its Spirit, Clearnefs, and Style, are ad-
mirable; and for Narration, Penetration, Knowe
ledge, Sentences, and Qbfervation, he has few
Competitors in Antiquity,

‘I’he other is the very reverend, learned, and
aged D¢, Prideaux, . Dean of Norwih; who has
given us a Body of univerfal Hiftory, written with
fuch Capacity, Accuracy, Indufiry, and Honetty,

as
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as make it one of the beft Books that ever came
into the World, and fhew him to be one of the
greatet Men in it, No Book was ever more
univerfally read and approved, It is indeed a great
publick Service done to Mankind, -and entitles the
Author to the higheft publick Gratitude and Ho-
nour. :

But though I never faw any great Work to
which I found fewer Objeltions j yet, as a mc-
morable Proof how infcparably Miftakes and Pre-
judices cleave to the Mind of Man, the great and
candid Dz, Prideaux is not without them I there-
fore ¢o not upbraid him with them, but rather
admire him for having fo few, There are how-
ever fome of his T heological Obfervations, which
fcem to me not only ill-grounded, but to have
‘Fendency to create in his Readers wrong Notions
of the Deity, and to encourage them to miftake
the common Accidents of Life, and the common
Events of Nature, for the Judgments of God 3
and ta apply them fuperftitioufly as fuch,

Of this Kind is the Obfervation which he makes
upon the Death of Cambyfes, the Perfian Emperor,
who had flain the Egypian Apis.  For the better
underflanding of this, we muft know, that tbe chicf
God of the Egyptians was Ofiris y him they wor/hip-
ped in the Shape of a Bull, and that not only in Ima-
&ery, but alfi in Reality  for they kept a Bull in the
Temple of Ofiris, which they worfbipped in bis flead,
T'he Dolor adds, T hat in Imitation of this Idolae
try was it that Aaron made the Golden Calf in she
Wildernefi, and Jeroboam thefe in Dan and Bethel,
and did fet them up there to be worfbipped by the Chil-
dren of Ifrael, as the Gods that bad brought them out
of the Land of Egypt, .

Vo Il G Wheg
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When this the God and Bull of the Egyptians
died, they looked out for another, with fuch pro-
per Marks and Spots as were certain Indications
of his Divinity ; and when they found one, they
exprefled their 0{ in great and publick Feftivity,
In fuch a Fit of Rejoicing Camlyfes found t
City of Memphis, when he returned to it from
his unprofperous Expedition into &thiggia, The
Egyptians had juft then found & new God amongft
the Cattle, and had Jodged him at his Crib in his
"Temple with great Solemnity, Cambyfes had &
Mind to fce this Deity of theirs: ¢ And, [os
¢ Dr, Pridcaux, this Apis being brought to him,
¢¢ he fcll into a Rage, as well he might, at the
¢« Sight of fuch a God; and, drawing out his
¢ Dagger, run it into the ‘Thigh of the Beaft;
¢ and then reproaching the Priefts for their Stu-
¢ pidity and Wretchednefs in worfhipping a Brute
¢ for a God, ordered them to be feverely whipped,
* and all the Egyptians in Memphis to be flain,
¢¢ who fhould be found any more rejoicing there
¢ on this Occafion, T he Apis being carried back
“ to (t]hc Temple, Janguifhed of his Wounds, and
¢ Cied. ' .

As to the Death of Camly/ts, and the Manner
of it, take it alfo in the Dollor’s Words, ¢ As
¢ he mounted his Horfe, his Sword falling out of
* the Scabbard, gave him a Wound in the I'high,
$¢ of which he died: Vhe Egyprians remarking,
¢ that it was in the fame Part of the Body where
¢ he had afore wounded the Apis, reckoned it as
¢ an efpecial Judgment from Heaven upon him
¢ for that Fact; and perchance they were not
¢ much out in it: For it feldom happening in an
¢ Atliont given to any particular Mode of V}/}or-

¢ {hip,
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¢ fhip, how erroneous foever it may be, but that
¢ Religion in gencral is wounded thereby j there
¢¢ are many Inftances in Hiftory, wherein God
¢¢ hath very fignally punifhed the Profanations of
¢ Religion in the worft of Tlimes, and under the
¢ worft Modes of Heathen Idolatry,

Without inquiring whether this be any Come
pliment to Truth and Religion, I freely own,
that the diftrefling or difturbing of any Sort of Peo-
ple in any Sort of Worfhip, however falfe and ri-
diculous,  where the fame does not violate Pro-
perty or human Society, is an Invafion of the

ights of Nature and Confcience, and no Man -
can do it with & wife and honeft Defign: And
what Men do of this Kind, out of Bitternefs of
Spirit or Self-Ends, no one will juftify, If People
will play the Fool in their Devotion, they only
expofe tKemfelvcs, but hurt not others ; and who-
ever docs Hurt to them, docs but warrant them to
roturn it: And hence is the fure Begnning of Ty-
sanny, and of eternal Civil and Religious War,
Every Man reckons every Religion falfe or foolifh,
whic{ he does not embrace ; and his own the beft,
though it be the worft. And if in this univerfal
Obftinacy of every Man in every religious Opinion
which li¢ has imbibed, a Difpute by the Sword,
and Arguments of Authority and Force, were en~
couraged, or but permitted, Confufion and Slaugh-
ter would be their chief Employment, Or if one
Man’s Will were to be a Law to other Mens
‘Thoughts, the Effclts would be cvery where
alike ; that is, the Stupidity and Slavery of Turks
would be the Portion and Charalter of Englih-
1616

G’ 2 But



148 CATO's LETTERS,

But T cannot think that the wounding of a-
Bull, even of a confecrated Bull, and the whip-
ping of his Priefts, were fuch Crimes as, beyond
all the other Crimes of Cambyfes, called for the
avenging Judgments of God upon him,. He had
others to anfwer for of a far more black, malig-
nant, and deteftable Nature : He put his Brother
to Death for his Merit, and for a Dream that he
had concerning him, He killed, by a Kick in
the Belly, his beloved Wife Merce, who was alfo
bis Sifter, and then with Child by him, for la-
menting the Death of her murdered Brother,
¢ He caufed feveral of his principal Followers to
s¢ be buried alive, without any Caufe deferving of
¢¢ jt, and daily facrificed fome or other of them
¢ to his wild Fury, And when Crafus (formerly -
¢ King of Lydia, the old and faithful Friend and
¢ Counfellor of his Father Cyrus) advifed him
¢ againft thofe Proccedings, and laid before him
¢¢ the ill Confequences which they would lead to,
¢¢ he ordercd him to be put to Death; and when
¢¢ thofe who received his Orders, knowing he
¢ would repent of it next Day, did therefore de-
¢¢ fer the Exccution, he caufed them all to be -
¢ executed for it, though at the fame time he
¢ exprefled great Joy that Crajis was alive: And
¢ out of a mere Humour, only to fhew his Skill
¢ in Archery, he fhot to Death the Son of Prex-
¢ gftes, who was the Chief of his Favourites,” -
He ‘caufed the Magiftrates of Memphis to be put to
Death, for anfwering truly to a Queftion which
he asked them, In his mad March over the Ly- |
bian Sands, to invade a People that had done him
no Hanm, Le deftroyed mott of Lis vatt A;my,

. ity
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Fifty Thoufand in one Place: The reft were re-
duced by Famine to fecd on each other,

Which now is moft likely, and moft becoming
the divine Wifdom and Goodnefs, that the great
God of Heaven and Earth fhould be more offended
with this black Catalogue of Crueltics and Crimes,
than with a hatty Blow given to a Brute worthig-
ped as God 3 which the Do&tor owns had juft
provoked the Rage of Cambyfes?. And Is the Al-
mighty more provoked at an Affront put upon an
Idol, and upon the Attendants of an Idol, which
fally and impudently is made to reprefent him,
than at a terrible and raging Tyranny, that
fﬁre:gsf Blood and Defolation over the Face of the

ar

Cambyfis, upon his invading Egypt, did another
Thing as bad as the wounding of Apis I thall
relate it in the Doctor’'s own Words : ¢¢ Finding
¢ that the Garrifon of Pelufium, & ftrong Fron-
« tier Town, were all Egyptians, in an Affaule
s which he made upon the City, he placed a
¢ great Number of Cats, Dogs, Sheep, and
¢ others of thofe Animals which the Egyptians
¢¢ reckoned facred, in the Front of the Army g
¢¢ and therefore the Soldicrs not daring to throw
¢¢ g Dart, or fhoot an Arrow, that Way, for fear
¢ of killing fome of thofe Animals, Cambyfis
¢ made himfelf Mafter of the Place without an
¢ Oppofition, For thefe being the Gods whic‘
s the Egyptians then adored, it was reckoned’ the
« higheff Impiety to kill any of them ; and when
¢ they died of themfelves, they buried them’ with
s¢ great Solemnity.

1'he Door makes no Refle@ion upon this 3
though, upon the fame Principle, it muft have

G besn
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been an Affront to Religion j and if none of thefe
facred Creatures were killed, it was owing to no
Tendernefs in Cambyfes, who expofed them to fo

much Danger, But if true Religion be hurt b
putting an Affront upon a falfc one, how came it
to bc a Merit in the primitive Chriftians to pull
down the Heathen Temples, and to deftroy the
Idols of the Heathen, as they almoft every where
did where they had Power, often in Oppofition to
Power? And upon what Foot and Motive is it
that Penalties and Incapacitics are put upon any
Scé of Religion in ar:_y Country ? And how came
the Fetws to exercife fuch Fury upon the Gods and
Worthip of the Gentiles, as many of the Fewih
Leaders, efpecially the Maccabees, did, often out of

their own Country, often without Provocation?

‘Ihe primitive Fathers are every where full of
Sarcafins againft the Heathenith Worfhip, which,
they treat conftantly with Ridicule and Reproach,
with Contemgt and Bitternefs: Did Chnitianity
fuffer by this Behaviour of theirs § ‘or did not rather
Chriftianity gain Advantaﬁe and new Beautics, by
comparing it with the Abfurditics, the Fopperies,
Nonfenfe, Corruptions, and Vanities of the Pa-
gans P Truth cannot fuffer by expofing Falthoode,
which can no more bear the g-?ace of Truth,
than Darknefs can the Face of the Sun, No two
“T'bings are more unlike than true and falfe Reli-
ﬁioc;n; and the fame Treatment can never affe®
h in any Refpedt, as the fame Argments can-
not defend Truth and Error,  Indeed, true Reli-
ion is defended and recommended by the very
eans that expofe and deftroy a falfe one, I
have therefore often wondered at a Saying of Mr,
Coliier's, though not that it was (id by him ;
) namely,
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namely, That the Tranfition is eafy from ridicus
ling a falfe Religion to the ridiculing & true one ;
or Words to that Effe®, Than which nothing
could be more unjuftly faid: They are as optd'm
as Law and the \)iolntion of Law; as unlike as
Juftice and Oppreflion ; and as different as Chrift
and Reiial, How fhould the Worfhip of Dzmons
refemble the Worfhip of the true God?  And if
they cannot be miftaken for each other, how can
they be annoyed by the fame Weapons? The
Fathers were fo far from fuch an Imagination,
that in their Railleries and Reafonings upon the
devout Fooleries of the Gentiles, . they did not treat
them with a bit the more Reverence or Regard for
their being cftablithed by a Law,

So much may ferve to fhew, that the true Reli-
fion can have no Sympathy wich the falfe, nor fuf-
er in its Sufferings,  As to the Death of Cambyfes,
1 do not foe any Sign of & Judgmeot in it, unlefs
every Death occafioncd by an Accident, or an In--
ftrument, is & Judm\ent. Indeed every Difafter,
before it can be called a Judgment in this Senfe of
the Word, muft be proved 8 Miracle ; snd com-
mon Effeds from vifible snd common Caufes, as-
thcl are no Miracles, fo ncithcr can they be
calicd Jodgments, unlefs God, the Author of
- Judgments, declares them fo, as he did not in the
Cafo before us,  Many a good Man has been killed -
in a more terrible Mapner, as were all the Saints

and Martyr, :

Now where is the Miracle of a Sword falling
out of the Sheath, when a Man is mounting his
Horfe? And where was it more likely to fall .
than on his Leg or his Thigh t If indeed it had
got out of the Scabbard of its own Accord, and .

’ G 4 mounted -
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mounted up to his. Head and cut it off, it might
have looked like a Judgment; but yet I fhould
have Jooked out rather for any Caufe of it, than

the killing of a deificd Bull,
G lanm, &c.

SATURDAY, Noember 25, 1721, No. 54,

The Reajoning of Dr, Prideaux about the Fate of
Brennus .the” Gauly and of kis Follewersy ¢xd-
wiined 5 whether the fame were a Fudgment fir an
Iutention 1o plunder the Temple of Delphos.

S IR,

I Shall beflow this Paper in confidering what Dr,
Prideaux fays of Brennus the Gauly his Expedi-
tion, , Death,” and Crime, This Man, at the
Head of a great Number of his Countrymen, fent
Abroad to feck new Habitations, paflin through
Hungary, Nlyrium, and Macedonia, plundering,
ravaging, and deRroz'ing as they went, at laft in-
vaded Grene, and % marched on towards Delphos,
.¢ 1o plunder the Temple in that City of the vaft
&¢ Riches which were tfme laid up, But he there
¢ met a wonderful Defeat : For on his approach-
«¢ ing the Place, there happened a terrible Storm
¢ of Thunder, Lightning, and Hail, which de-
¢ ftroyed great Numbers of his Men § and at the
« fame Time there was as terrible an Earthquake,
« which rending the Mountains in Picces, threw
¢ down whole Rocks upon them, which over-
¢¢ whelmed them by Hundreds at a Time; l?'
¢ which the whole Army being much dil;n:ayle ,
o L . they
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% they were the following Niil}t feized with fuch
¢ a pannick Fear, that every Man fuppofing him
¢ that was next to him to be a Gresian Enemy,
¢¢ they fell upon each other; fo that before there
¢ was Day-light enough to make them fee the’
¢ Miftake, one half of the Army had deftroyed
¢¢ the other. By all this the Greehs, who were
¢ now come together from all Parts to defend their
¢ Temple, being much animated, fell furioufly
¢ on them ; and although now Achorus was come
¢ up with Brennus, yet both- their Forces to-
¢« gether could not ftand the Affault; but great -
¢ Numbers of them were flain, and great Num-
¢¢ bers were woundedy and amongft thefe laft was
¢ Brenmus himfelf, who had received feveral
¢ Wounds; and although none of them were
¢ mortal, yet fecing all now loft, and the whole
s+ Expedition, which he had been the Author of, .
s thus ended in a difmal Ruin, he wasfo con< -
¢¢ founded at the Mifcarriage, that he refolved -
¢ not to outlive it;: And therefore calling to him -
¢ 2y many of the chicf Leaders as he could get
¢+ together amidft that calamitous Hurry, he ad< -
¢¢ yifed them to flay all the wounded, and withf .
¢¢ thc Remainder make as good a Retreat back- -
¢ ward as they could ; and then having guzzled
¢ down as much Wine as he could drink, he .
¢ ran himfelf through and died, — The reft being .
¢s-to march through Encimies Countrics, they
% were, as they pafled, fo diftrefled for want of
¢ Provifions, which they were every where to
s- fight for, fo incommoded at Night by Jodging-: -
¢ moftly upon the Ground in a Winter Scafon, .
¢¢ and in fuch 2 Manner harraffcd and fallen Upon .
¢ where-ever they came by the People of thofe -
Gs: Cointrice -
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s¢ Cauntrics through which they pafled, that
«¢ what with Famine, Cold, and Sicknefs, and
¢¢ what with the Sword of their Enemies, they
s¢ were all cut off and deftroyed :  So that of the
s¢ numerous Company which did firft fec out on
s¢ this Expedition, not fo much as one Man efca-
$¢ ped the calamitous Fate of miferably perifhing
s¢ itv ‘ )
This is the Story of Brennus, which I have told
in the Doltor’s own Words: Now follows his Re-
floction upon it: * Thus God was pleafed -in a
s¢ very extraordinary Manner to execute his Ven-
b g‘:nce upon thofe facrilegious Wretches, for
s¢ che Sake of Religion in general, how falfe and
s¢ idolatrous foever that particular Religion was,
¢ for which that Temple at Dejphos was ereéted,
¢ For, to believe 8 Religion true, and offer facri-
¢¢. tegious ‘Violences to the Places confecrated to
.« the Devotions of that Religion, is abfolute Im.
_ ¢ piety, and a Sin sgainft all Religion; and there’
¢ are many Inftances of ve;{‘ fignal Judgments
4 with which God hath punifhed it even amongft
¢ the worft of Heathens and Infidels; and much
¢ more may they expett it, who, having the
¢ Truth of God eftablithed among them, (hall
¢ become guilty hereof,

If this unhappy End of Brennus and his Follow-
ers was a Judgment, as doubtlefs this reverend and
worthy Author thinks, 1 cannot fee why an In-
tention 1o pillage a ftupid Idol of his ufelefs Wealth
and devout Bawbles, given and ufed for the Ends
of Idolatry and Delufion, thould be reckoned the
Caufe of it. I would be glad to know how any
Part of Mankind would have fuffered in their Re-
Jgion and Fortune, though the Shrine and 'l‘empk;_

0
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of Apélls had been ftripped of all their fifperRitious
and ill-got Finery ; or, how God Almighty came
to fhew himfehy thus miracyloufly the Guardian
of an Idol, fet up to rival him, and > deccivé
the World by uttering oraculous Lyes ; or, how
the taking away thofe Riches that were acquired
by belying God and decelving Man, and employed
for the Ornament and Sugpon of a blafphemous
Impofture, could be called Sacrilege or ro h"f of
God, who was reall{c,robbcd by an Idol of A;qt
on(l{ which he can be robbed of, divine Worfhip
and Homage,

But becaufe People are apt to be mifguided and -
terrified by Words, efpecially by fuch as are applied -

- to Devotion and holy Things, I fhall here beftaw

fome Refle@tions upon the awful Word Sacrilege, .

and fhew that it is ill underftood.

Sacrilege, we are told by fome, ﬁgﬂiﬁe"s the -

robbing or ftealing from God any T hing which is

peculiarly his,. Now nothing can be ftolen from .
God, nor can any Thing be concealed from him, .

Every ‘Thing being his, it is as much his in the -

Hands of one Man as in the Hands of another ;
for, let who will have the Ufe of it, the Property
cannot be altered: God, who has all Things, can

never be put out of the Pofleffion of any Thing 5 .

and as nothing can be taken from him, fo neither
can any Thing be given to him, becaufe all the -

World and®very Thing in it is already his 3 and it
is abfurd to imagine that any Form of Words, or

Change of Place or Pofition, can enlarge or leflen .

his Property in any Thing. ANl that we have,

we have from him; and to return him his own .

Gifts back again, which we want, ahd he does

not, is np Compliment, nos any. Past of Religion

oK -
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or of Reafon: It is fhewing ourfelves wifer than
him, in fetting apart for his Ufe thofe Things
which he has gracioufly created and fet apart for
ours, Can we feed him? or can we clothe, adorn,
or enrich him? Can we build him a City to dwell
in, or furnith him with Guards for the Security
of his Perfon ?

Sacrilege therefore is either the robbing of Men,
or no RoEbcr at all, And this Crime is greater
or lefs, according to the Meafure or Mifchief done.
“To rob a poor Man of his Loaf, is a greater
Crime, in };f)‘? ¢onfetentieey than to rob a rich Man
of an Ox: To roba Man of a fmall Part of a
“Thing that is neceflary to him, is a greater Crime
than the robbing him of a great Superfluity § an
3f I rob a Man of a Thing that will do him Hurt,
T hope I do him lefs an Injury, than if I robbed
him of a Thing which docs him Good.  But if [
take a Thing which no Man has a Right to, I
myfelf have a Right to it, lg flefling it.

T'o apply all this to the Bulinefs of Sacrilege; .
if a Man take away any of the Books, Vcft-
sents, or Utenfils, made ufe of in Devotion, he
only robs the Congregation, who muft buy more ;
and many being more able than one to bear this
Lofs, the Offence, as to its EfeQs, is lefs than if
~ he robbed but one Man, But if he take away
from a Heathen Temple, Plate, or hidden T'rea-
fure, laid up there, but not ufed, he indeed docs
an Aétion that he has no Right to do, but an
A&ion that however does Good to the World, by
turning into Ufe that which was of none, or of
bad Ufe,

Dead Treafure, firft drawn from the People in .

fuperfitious Oficrings, and then laid vp in & I‘i'ea-
' ’ icn
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then Temple, and kept and ufed for impious and
idolatrous Ends, but never to return again into the
World, for the neceflary Purpofes of Life and
Commerce, is the Plunder of Mankind ; and the
worlt of all Plunders, becaufe it never circulates
and Pcople are greatly the worfe for it, in refpe
both of Soul and Body, but ncver can be the better,
I¢ is firft taking from them, and afterwards deny-
ing them, the great and chief Means of Life and
Convenience, He therefore, whoever he be, that
takes it from thence, let him take it in what Man,
ner he will, does a better and more publick T"hing .
than he who keeps it there,

No Man can be robbed of 8 T'hing in which
he has no Property. Of this Sort was Apolls's
Wealth 3 and no body was robbed in taking it
away, So that whoever takes away golden Images,
or other dcad Wealth, the Means and Objecls of
falfe Adoration, is guilty of no other Crime, than
that of difturbing erronpous Confciences: Nor
need fuch Confcicnces be much difturbed, fince
the Crime being committed without their Confent,
they have no Share in it. And therefore if fuch
idofatrous Images, and fuch fuperflitious, ufelcf;
and pernicious Riches, be taken away by a lawfu
Authority, or in a lawful War, it is no Crime at
all, 8o that in every Senfe Brennus committed a
greater Crime in plundering one Village, than he
could have committed, had he plundered, as he
intended, the T'emple of Delphos, :

If Brennus had believed in Apallo, be finned
againft his Confcicnce, in defigning to rob him.
But we do not know that Brennus, or thofe that
followed him, believed thus, [ do not remember

that Apello was the God of the Gauls, or that the
’ Druids
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Drulds owned him: Al Nations aﬁrced not in
worthipping the fame Gods, but often difputed
about the (ggali?r, Birth, and Precedence of their
Gods, And if Brennus defpifed or difregarded
Apol’s, he committed no Sacrilege, . at leaft with
refpcgt to himfelf, it was no Sacrilege, but: only.
Rapine s but if, believing in him, though an Idol,,
he would have finned in pillaging him; as doubt-
lefs he would, here is an-Argument, thata good .
Confcience may be an erroneous Confcience 3 and -
that if no Man muft aé againft his own Confci-
ence, though it be erroncous, as doubtlefs he muft:

* not, then much lefs has any other Man whatfo- -

ever a Right to punifh or diftrefs him for it, If
God approve, who s it that condemns? And none -
but God knows the Heart of another,

Tf Brennus had worthipped Apolla, he was guilty
of Idolatry, in the Opinion of all Chriftians: And .
if ha had robbed him, he was guilty of Sacrilege in .
the Opinion of moft, Now we hear'of no Judg--
ment fallini upon thofe that worfhipped Apollo, and -
fupported that Idol with fuperftitious Donations j .
all which was Idolatry,  And is Idolatry, which
God has declared abominable in his Eyes, a lefs-
Sin than robbing an idolatrous T'em ?;,‘.whichr
Adion God has no where declared a Sin?  The

ood Kings of the Fews deftroyed all Idols and .
idolatrous Temples,” where-ever they had Power ;.
and the Wrath of God was kindled againft all that
did not, If it was therefore a Sin againft the true .
Godgnot to deftroy them ; how came it to be Sin .
only to rob them ? ‘

- L ehink all this is enough to fhew, that an In.
tention to plunder Apolle of his idle and unhal--
lowed Wealth, was not the probable Caufe of any

Judgment
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Judgment upon Brennus and his Followers: But if
there muft be & Judgment in the Cafe, there were
Reafons for it mucﬁ more powerful, and much
more Jikely to provoke God to fend it, He was
a wild and barbarous Robber, at the Head of an
Army of Savages, who cruclly ravaged many
Nations, made%poil of all Mens Property, and
inhumanely maflacred thofe that defended their
own, They were Invaders, Plundercrs, and
Murderers, who, by Numbers, Barbarity, Rapine,.
and Slaughter, laid wafte whole Countrics, and
deftroyed, unprovoked, Men and Property, In-
this general Pillage, they had already pafled
through and defolated Fungary, lyrium, Maceds-
nia, and were now got into Greece. ' Was not here
Guilt enough to call down a ‘Thoufand Judg-
ments? And after all this bloody and brutifh Vio-
Jence done to the World, and to the Laws of God
and Manj can we imagine that thefe Gauls fuffered
that terrible Doom for barely intending a Thing,
in which ncither God would have been dithonour-
ed, nor Man injured? At leaft in any Degree of
Comparifon, with the leaft of the other great and
terrible Calamitics, which they fuffered from thefe
deftroying Barbarians P '

I fhall now add fomething more particularly
concerning the wretched End of thefe Gauls, and
enquire how far it can be reckoned a Judgment,
And here I am of Opinion, that cither every Ca-
lamity, publick or private, muft be accounted a
Judgment ; which Dorine, I believe, no Man
holds; or ¢lfe we muft determine, by what Marks
we can know a Judgment from a Calamity: Nor
do | know of any fuflicient Marks to direct us in
this Matter, but an immediate Miracle, and De-

' claration
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claration from Almighty God, that he means it
fo: Andin fuch a miraculous Declaration, the
Crime muft be exprefly fpecificd, for which fuch
Judgment is inflicted 3 becaufe for every Crime
1[ud ments are not infli¢ted, nor alwa{‘s for the
atelt Crimes 3 but fometimes overtake the Sinncr,
long after the Sin is committed.. All this I take
to be felf-evident, We muft remember that Men,
biafled by Paflions and Prejudices, do often con-
found Good and Evil, and miftake the greateft
Wickednefs for the &mteﬁ Merit, and the higheft
Metit for the higheft Wickednefs: Publick Maffa- -
cres have been applauded, publick Incendiaries have
been fainted, publick Tyrants deificd, Whileon the
other Side, publick Virtue has pafled for a publick
Crime, Truth for Blafphemy, and Chriftianity
has been rewarded with g‘ire and Sword, So that
Men thus blind and perverfe do freéucmly entitle -
Vice to the Blefling and Favour of God, and Vir=
tue and Merit to his fevereflt Judgments,.

W here-ever therefore there is a great Compli -
cation of Crimes, and fometimces of great Crimgs,
how can. we dittinguith for which. of them the
Judgment is fent, unlefs he that fends it declare
the fame? If he fend it for more Crimes than
one, . how fhall we diftinguith where he, who
. only can, does not? And if the Judgment be
fent for one Sin only, by what certain ‘T'oken can
we difcover it? It one Man hurt or difoblige
‘T'wenty, in Twenty different W:‘yu rob Oue, .
fteal from Another, deceive a Third, calumniate a
Fourth, wound a Fifth, bear falfe Witnefs againft
a Sixth, and fo on till he has as many Enemics as .
Criges, and afterwards die by a Difafter or the
Law ; every one of the T'wenty will be apt tﬁ

call .
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call it a Judgment, and a particular Judgment, -
for the particular Offence done to himfelf, Now
where is the Rule, by which certainly to know
cither that this Man's 6eath was a Judgment, or
to find out the certain Crime that brought it upon
him? Or is ever fuch a Rule like to be found,
as Jong as all Sorts of Evils befal all Sorts of
Men? (

"As to the Thunder, Lightning, Hail, and
Eaithquakes, that deftroyed fo many of the Gauls,
were they not the ufual Operations and Effelts of
Nature?” And have they not been from the Be-
gi«r:ning? Have not whole Cities and Countrics

n deftroyed by them? And has not their im-
partial Fury been” fele by the Good and the Bad,
without Diftin@ion ? ~In dcftroying Storms by
Land and Sea, are the Wicked only overtaken ?
And do not the Virtuous perifh undiftinguithed
with the latter 2 And are not jut Men, going
u&m Juft Expeditions, frequently overwhelmed by
them ? And do not wicked Men, in wicked En-
terprizes, often efcape sthem? When an impetuous
Shock of an Earthquake overturns a City, or opens
a devouring Chafim to fwallow it ups do the Dwel-
lings of the Righteous remain unmoved, and their
Perfons unhust ? :

Nor fs it at all wonderful and uncommon, that
this ignorant Multitude, difmayed by fo many and
fo alarming Misfortunes, thus fuddenly checked in
their Progrefs, at a great Diftance from Home,
befet with Enemics in an Enem{”l Country, un-
skilled in the Phoenomena of Nature, fuffering
many Calamitics, and dreading more, fell into &
Pannick § and, having loft their Senfes, attacked
on¢ another, by a Miftake, in the Dark, XVh?lp
: rmics
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Armies have fallen into the like Terror upon the
Sight of an Eclipfe: And the fame unaccountable
Fear, but without the fame Effe®, feized the vic-
torious Macedonian Army of Alexander the Great,
the very Night before they fought one of their
greatcft and moft fuccefsful Bateles, And we have
ftill a much later Inftance at Home: At the Battle
of Nufeby, King Charls 1, who was in it, being
prefizd by fome of his own People that were behind |
them, bid them kecp back 3 which Words being
repeated by others @ thofe next them, and by
thefe to others, thc Word éack was catched up,
and running from Man to Man through all the
Ranks, was underftood as a Sign to fly s and ac-
cordingly the Royal Army fled, and the Field was
loft, "And thus a Chance-word threw a whole
“Army into s Pannick, None of the Royal Party
have yet told us, that this was a Judgment upon
that King and his Caufe j nor, I dase fay, would
they have believed the other Party, had the otber
‘Party alledged that it was, :
Confidering all thefe Calamities and Loffes fuf-
fered by the Gauls,” and the Confternation which
they were in, ‘I fuppofe thore was no great Miracle
in their being vanquithed by the Gresks, who were
now come together from all Parts, ¢o fall furioufly
"on a defeated Enemy, And as fmall is the Won-
der of Bremmug's killing himfelf : He was a refolute
Man, and took this Method to curs himfelf of
that Grief and Difappointment which he could not
bear, and to preferve himfelf from falling alive into
the Hands of his Enemics, to whom he had given
a Right of ufing him very ill,
cither is it any thing furprizing that the reft,
being to march through Enemies Countriesy were, ﬁa:
1oty
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they pafied, fo difireffed for want of Provifions, which
th ’fua{l wjzy {ivbg; lof Sght forj; o incemimoded at

ight by lodging mioflly on the Ground in a Winter
Seafony and in fuch a Manner Imrm/id and fallen
upon where-ever shey came by the People of thefe Coun-
tries though which they faﬁd, that what with Famine
Coldy and Sicknefs, and what with the Sword of their
Erientics, they were all cut off and deflreyed, Al this
* Misfortune is thus fairly accounted for, and the
Thing is not uncommon. T'he whole Nation of
the Cimbrians were deftroyed in much greater
Numbers, when they left their old Habitations in
queft of new; though it docs not appear that they
intended to rob Temples. And yet%rm deftroy-
ed and plunderd all the idolatrous Temples in the
Eufty except that of Diana ac Ephefus, without
thriving the worfe for it. .

They were all cwt off and deftroyed ! for which
plain, natural, and nccefﬁr( aufcs are afligned §
and yet it was 3 Judgment! Surely this is ftrange
and unaccountable | Doubtlefs there were Degrees
snd great Differcnces of Guilt and Innocence
amooglt Brenwus’s Followers ; and why fhould they
who were not all equally guilty, all equally fuffer
Why thould Subjeéts and Soldiers be punithed for
the 8ins of a Prince or a General? S6ldiers are
often prefled into the Service, and rarely or never
know the Reafons of the Commander’s Orders
and it is Mutiny and Death ¢o difobey him, And
Princes often run into wild Wars,” without the
Confent of their Subjeéls, and againt their Inte-
sefty and yet if their Subjects oppofe them in it,
they are guilty of Refiftance, which -is reckoned
Rebellion ; 3 very terrible ahd crying Crimci‘ ' tg

whic
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which the aludgmcnt of God has becn pronounced
due: And yet the gudgmcnu of God, which
fometimes fall upon Princes for an unjuft War,
fall alio upon their Subje@s, who were utterly
guiltlefs of it, What fgrange Doétrine is this?
that every Man in a Nation fhall fuffer for the
Sins of one Man, whom they could not reftrain ;
or that any Man fhall fuffer for the Crimes of
another? And that the beft Men in an Army or
a Nation fhall bear the Calamities inflited upon
them for the Sins of the worft ; as if it were a
Crime in a good Man to live where his Lot has
caft him, without his own Confent, next Door to
a wicked Man, or within ‘I'en Miles of him? -
T his Paper, which I could make much longer,
rows already too long. I fhall conclude with ob-
erving, that we either aggly God's Judgments at
random, without his Authority, always in Oppo-
fition to his Commands, and, for ought we know,
as often contrary to his Ends and Intention; ot
we do it out of Prejudices to Men and (Tinions‘:
And by this we give Advantage to Infidels and
Men of no Religion, to reproach us with Pre-
fumption upon our own Principles, in meddling
with the fecret Councils of God, in confounding
his Mercy and Juftice, in making him a& capri-
cioufly, and in confounding one Religion with an-
other, the Good with the Bad, asif we thought
thene all alike, Let us give no more ground for
this Reproach; and as a Specimen of our Cane
dour and equitable Judgment, let us own, in the
Inftance before us, that the Liberty, Profperity,
and Peace of the World, and, amongft the reft,
Libesty of Greeeey were Things fomewhat

' . more
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more facred and Inviolable than Apo/ls’s confecrated
i Bawbles, )
I am, &c,

P. 8, The Story about King Charles 1 relate
upon Memory, and may miftake in Names or
ir(c}umﬂances. '

SATURDAY, Duember 2, 1731, No, 553,

The Lawfulnefi of killing Julius Crefar confidered,
an/d‘ dt_’/‘/{‘ﬂ edy agairyf' Dr, Prideaux. Yidersds

S IR, , .
IShall, in this Paper, confider and difcufs a great
Point ; namely, Whether the Killing of Fulius
Czfar was a Virtue, or a Crime? And becaufe
Dr. Prideaux, who condemns it, docs not only
fpeak his own Senfe, but that of a great Pasty, 1
all here tranfcribe what he fays of it.
¢ He was murdered in the Senate-Houfe, by a -
¢ Confpiracy of Scnators. "Lhis was a moft bafe
¢¢ and villainous AQ ; and was the more fo, in that
¢ the prime Authors of it, Marcus Brutus, Deci-
¢ mus Brutus, Caffus, and Trebonius, and fome
¢ others of them, were fuch as Cafar had in the
¢ higheft Manner obli?ed; yet it was executed
« under the Notion of an high heroick Virtue,
s in thus freeing their Country from one whom
‘ they called a T'yranty and there are not wanting -
% fuch as are ready, even in our Days, to applaud
% the A€, But divine Juftice declared i'tfclt‘
. ¢ other-

|
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¢ otherwife in this Matter : For it purfued ever
¢ on¢ of them that were concerned herein wit
¢ fuch a juft and remarkable Revenge, that they
¢¢ were every Man of them cut oft in a thort Time
¢ after, in a violent Manner, cither by their own
¢ or other Mens Hands,
Thefe are the Doftor’'s Words, and this his
udgment, which is roundly paffed 3 but how
Juttly, I hope to make appear before I have ended
this Letter.  He has not told us what it was, that,
in bis Opinion, rendered the Perfon of Cefar fo
very inviolable, ‘T'hat Czfar had for his Title,
only Power and Succefs gained by Violence, and
all ‘wicked Means, is moft certain, That the
acquiring and exercifing of Power by Force, is
‘I'yranny, is as certain j nor did ever any reafon- .
able Man fay, that Succels was a Proof of Right,
They who make the Perfon of Cefar facred, de-
clare the Perfon of a Tyrant, and an Ufurper, to
be fucred; for no Man ¢ver lived, to whom thofe
two Charaéters do more notorioufly belong,  And
if all the Privileges and Impunity belonging to a
lawful Magiftrate, who prote@s his People, and
rules himfclf and them by Law, and their own
Confent, do alfo appertain to a lawlefs Intruder;
who is ftronger than all, by being worfe than all;
and under the mock Name of a publick Magi-
firate, is a publick Oppreflor, Scourge, Ufurper,
Exccutioner, and Plundercr: then all thefe blef-
fed Confequences follow : ‘I’hat there is an utter
End of all publick and private Right and Wrong,
every Magiftrate may be a Tyrant, every Ty-
rant is a lawful Magiftrate ; it is unlawful to refsft
the greatelt human Evil; the neceffary Means of
Sclf-Prefesvation are unlawful j though it be lawfu;
an
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" and expedient to deftroy little Robbers, who have
as much Right, and more Innocence, than great
Ones, and who are only fo for Subfiftence;” yet
it is impious and unlawful to eppofe great Rob-
bers, who, out of Luft, Avarice Cgruelty, or
Wantonnefs, take away Life and f’toperty, and
deftroy Nations at Pleafure: ‘That real, great, and

cneral Mifchicf, is defended by giving it a good
ame, by which he who commits it is prot $
Violence, Fraud, and Oppreflion, may be com-

. mitted writh Security, if they be but called Magi.

| flracy  and the exccrable Authors of them are not
only fafe, but facred, if they be but called Magi-
ftrates: Though it be unlawful to be a publick
Deftroyer and Murderer, yet it is unlawful to de-
flroy him 3 that is, it is unlawful to prevent or
punith that which is moft impious and unlawful :
And, ﬁnall{},vthat any Man who can opprefs and
enflave the World, and deftroy Nations, with the
meoft and beft Men in them, may do all this with

Impunity,
| f? Fulivs Cefar was & lawful Magiftrate, then
every Man who has Force and Villainy enough,
may make himfclf a Jawful Magiftrate; and law-
ful Magiftrates are, or may be made by Force and
Villainy, But if Magiftracy is not acquired by
overturning with the Sword all Law and Magi-
firacy, then Fulius Czfar was no Magiftrate ; and
it he was not,.how came he by the Rights and
Im ngry with which lawtul Magiftrates only are
vefted '

Againtt anﬁ Man ufing lawful Force, every
Man has a Right to ufe Forge, What Crime
would it have been in‘an‘v many, or Body of
Romans, even without any Commiflion from Romy,

to
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to have flain Alarick, or Aitila, ov Brennus, when
they invaded the Roman Verritories? And what
more Right had Cefar than they? In Truth, his
Crime was infinitely greater than theirs, as he ad-
ded the Sins of Ingratitude, Treachery, and Par-
ricide, to that of Ufurpation, The Gotks and
Gauls did indced violate the Laws of Nations, in
moleting and invading a Country, that owcd
them neither Subjettion nor Homage: But Cefar
violated the Laws of Nature, and of his Country,
by enflaving thofe whom he was entrufted and
bound to defend, . ;

- Every body, Ibelieve, will own, that when he
firlt made War upon his Country, his Country had
a Right to make War upon him; and to deftroy
him, who fought to deftroy them, How came
that Right to ceafe, after he had, by his Succefs .
in Villainy and Ufurpation, added to his Crimes,
and made Death ftill more his Due? Or, is it
lawful to refit and kill a Robber before he has
taken away your Money, but not after he has done
jt? And does a Villain grow facred and inviolable,
by the mere Merit of completing his Villain‘y? If

afar had forfeited his Life, as he certainly had
by ‘all the Laws of Rome; why was it not as law-
ful to take it away bE: the Hands of Thirty Men,
as by the Arms of ‘Thirty ‘Thoufand, and in the
Senate as well as in the Field?

~ The Reafon why one private Man muft not
kill another in Society, cven when he does that
which deferves Death, is, that in Society no Man
muft be his own Judge, or take his own Revenge ;
but the more equitable Law muft give i¢ him, and
there are Judges eftablithed for that Purpofe, But
if the Offender fet himfelf above the Law and the

, Judges,
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Judges, he leaves a Right to the Perfon injured to
fcek Redrefs his own Way, and as he can get it,
Whoever puts himfelf in'a State of War againft
me, gives me a Right of War againft him ; and
Violence is a proper Remedy for Violence, when
no other is left, '

That Right which, in the State of Nature,
every Man had, of repelling and revenging Inju-
rics, in fuch Manner as every Man thought beft,
is transferred to the Ma%rate, when Political
Societics are formed, and Magiftracy cftablifhed ;
but muft return to private Men again, when the
Socicty is diffolved: Which Diffolution may hap-
pen either through the natural Demife of the Per-
fons entrufted with the publick Authority, where
there is no Provifion made in the Conflitution for
others to fucceed themy or when, by a fuperior
unlawful Force, they are reftrained from anfwer-
ing the great End of their T'ruft, in proteting the
Innocent; an End for which alone Men part
with their natural Rights,’ and become the Mem-
bers and Subjels of Socic?'.

It is a moft wicked and abfurd Pofition, to fay,
that a whole People can ever be in fuch a Situa-
tion, as not to have a Right to defend and preferve
themfelves, when there is no other Power in De-
ing to prote and defend them 3 and much more,
that they muit not oppofe a ‘Tyrant, a Traytor,
an univerfal Robber, who, by Violence, Treacliery,
Rapine, infinite Murders and Devaftations, has
deprived them of their legal Protection, -

Now, that all thefe black Charaters belonged
to Cafiry is indifputable Fadk 5 nor was there ever
a T'raytor and a T'yrant in the World, if he was
not one, He broke, o;;ragmuﬂy broke, cvery

Tye
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‘T'ye that can bind 2 human Soul ; Honour, Vire
tue, Religion, Law, Truft, Humanity, and every
"Fhing that is facred and valuable amongft Men,
He was a Subject and Servant of the Roman Com-
monwealth, greatly honoured and trufted by it ;
he was a Scnator and High Pricft; he had been
Conful 3 he was General of one of its greateft Ar~
tnies, Governor of one of its greateft and beft Pro-
vinces, All this Power and Credit, all thefe
Offices and Forces, he turned, ungratefully, bar- -
baroufly, and traiteroufly, upon his Mafters, and
made a Prey of his Country with its own Money
and Arms,

The Means by which he did this mighty and
confummate Evif, were fuitable to the End,” He
ftuck at nothing ; nor was any Pitch of Bafenefs
too high or too low for him, = He even fubmitted
his Perfon to infamous and unnatural Proftitution,
for the Ends of Ambition 5 and from a Boy was
in every Fadlion for embroiling and overturning
the State ; firft in the bloody Meafures of Marius
afterwards in the more ternble Confpiracy of Ca-
tiine, to murder the Cenfuls and the Senate, to
burn Rome, and to enflave the Commonwealth
And though he fuiled in that Confpiracy, he went
on confpising; he corrupted the People, and
heaced gnrtics of Defpcradocs, to frighten thofe
whem he could not bribe: He oxpreﬂ%d the Pro-
vinces, and deftroyed their Inhabitants ; he robbed
the publck Temples; he flaughtered the Armics
of the chuh!ick 3 he feized the publick Treafure 3
at Joft, he feized the World, and extinguifhed its
Literty, Hear the difmal Dread of the Rewan
Scoate and People, upon that dreadful Occation,
ay the fame is defcribed by Lucan, ’ ;

S— o urt
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* S Fult heee menfura timoris, '
Velle putant quodcungue potft —e—
Omnia Cefar erat y privats curia vocis
Teflis adefl,  Sedere patres, cenfere parati,
81 regnum, fi templa fibiy jugulumque fenatus, .
Exiliumque petat, ==
Lucan, Pharfal, 1. 3. v, 108,

. ‘T'hus fell Rame, the Glory and Mitlrefs of the
Earth, and the Earth with ity under the Yoke of
a T'yrant, whofe Parts encreafed his Guilt, and
made him the more dreadful, From the numbcre
Jefs Milchiefs which he had done to "get Power,
the higheft were apprehiended from him now he
was poflefled of it 3 and it was not doubted, but he
would have proceeded to Maflacre and ConBagra-
tion, had he been provoked by Oppofition,

e Namgque ignibus atris.
- Creditur ut taple rapturus mania Rome,
o Lucan, ut fupra, v, g9,

And therefore moft of the Senators were fled with
Pompey, and Rome was left defencelefs 0 the Sword
of the Ufurper, ‘

What now had the Romans to do in this cala.
mitous Cafe, under this enormous Opprefior ; owe
ing them Duty and Allegiance as one of thcir own
Citizens, but, like a barbarous Conqueror and an
Alien, holding tFeiny in Bonds with his Sword at
their Throats? Law, Liberty, and Appeals, were
no more| A Tyrant was their chief Magiftrate §
his Will their only Law. Becaufe he had mur-
dered one half of the People, had he therefore a
Right to govern the re®t? And becaufe he had
robbed them of moft of their Property, were they

Hi: . obliged

~

3
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obliged to give him the Remainder? Does the
Succefs of a Criminal fanQify his Crime, or are
Crimes fandlified by their Greatnefs? If only an
Intention to deftroy the State, was High Treafon
and Death; how did the exccuting of that exe-
crable Intention become Jawful Government, and

acquire a Right of Allegiance?
lay, what remained now to the Romans to be
done for Relief? As to legal Procefs againft C/ar,
there could be noney ommia Cafar erat ! Nor was
there any publick Force great enough to oppofe
him : H); had before deftroyed or corrupted the
Armies of the Commonwealth, Or, if a new
Army could have been drawn together, ought an
Ogportunity to have been given him to have de-
firoyed that too ! Or, was it lawful to kill bim, and
‘I'wenty or Thirty Thoufand Men with him, and
perhaps with the like Slaughter on the other Side,
and with the Lofs of the beft and braveft Rowrans
whom his Ambition Jjad left unmurdered ; and
yet was it unlawful to kill him, without all this
Apparatus, Expence, and Mifchief ! Strange |
that the killing by Surprize a fingle Traytor and
Parrcide, who had forfeited his Life by all the
Laws of God and Man, fhould be eflcemed a
h:inous and crying Crime ; and yet that the fur-
prizing and cutting to Picces a whole Army fhould
be reckoned heroick Virtue | ‘
It was a known Maxim of Liberty amonglt
the great, the wife, the free Ancients, that a
"Iyrant was 3 Bealt of Prey, which might be kil
Jed Ly tie Spear as well as by a fair Chace, in his
Court as well as in his Camp 3 that every Man
Fad a Jtight to dettroy one who would deftroy all |
Men; that no Law ought to be given him who
. took
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took sway all Law; and that, like Hercules's
Monfters, it was glorious to rid the World of him,
;vhcncver, and by what Means focver, it could be
one, ' . o o
If we read the Stories of the moft celebrated
Heroes of Antiquity (Men of whom the prefent
World is not worthy) and confider the X&iom
that gained them their higheft Reverence and Re-
nown, and recommended their Names to Pofte- -
gity with the moft Advantage; we fhall find thofe
in’ the firlt Rank of Glory, who have refifted,
deftroyed, or expelled Tyrants and Ufurpers, the
Pefts, the Burthens, and the Butchers of Man-
kind, What can be more meritorious, what
more beneficent to the World, than the favin
of Millions of Men at the Expence of one gran
Murderer, one mercilefs and univerfal Plunderer ?
And can there be any better or other Reafon
given for the killinf of ‘any guilty Man, but the
preferving of the Innocent? Indeed, an Altion
fo florious to thofe that did it, and fo benevolent .
and advantageous to thofe for whom it was done,
could never have been cenfured in the World, if
there had not lived in all Ages abjeék Flatterers,
and fervile Creatures of Power, alvays prepared
to fan&ify and abet any the moft enormous Wick-
‘ednefs, if it were gainful :  And thefe are they
who have often mifled good Men in the woiit

Pre);diccs.‘
. Timolem, one of the wifeft and moft virtuous
Men that ever bleffed this Earth, fpent a long and
glorious Life in deftroying Tyrants; he killed,’ or
caufed to be killed, “his own Brother, whenthe
could not perfuade him to lay down an ufurped
Power, and no other Means were left to fave his
3 Country,
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.Countré. And-if this Aftion coft him afterwards
much Grief and Melanchely, it was awing to his
own tepder Heart, apd the Curfes and Reproaches
of a Mother otherwife indulgent, He was cvep
cenfured for this his Sorrow, as if it had got the
better of his Love to Mankind; and when he
at laft overcame it, he fhewed that it was pot oc-
cafioned for having flain a Tyrant, but his Bror
thery for he immortalized the reft of his Life in
doing nothing elfe but deftroying Tyrants, and re»
ftoring Liberty, ) : o
But if the killing Cafar were fo great a Crime,
bow comes Cariline to be fill fo univerfally deteft-
cd, for only intending what Czfar accomplifbed .
It s true, Cefar did not burn Royre s nor did he
fave it out of any Vendernels to ity but fayed it
for himfel(: He fpared Fire, only becaufe the
Sword was fuficient, J would here ask another
Quettion ; ~ If Oliver Cramwell bad djed by any
of the numerous Confpiracics formed to take sway
his Life; would Pofterity have condemned the
A&ion for this Reafon alone, that it was done the
.qnlé Way thag it could be done ? o
ut there is an Inflance in the Romas Hittory,
that will (et this Magter yet in a fuller Light ; — it
is the Story of Spartacus, a Thracian Slave and
Gladiator, ‘'who bid fair for being Lord of the
Riman World, He feems to me o have had mx—
fonal Qualifications and Abilities, as great as thof
of Cafar, without Cafar’s Birth and Educstion
and without the Meafure of C2/gr’s Guik, . For
hope sl Mankind will allow it s lefs Crime in aoy
Man to attempt to recover his own Liberty, than
wantonly and cryelly to deftroy the Liberty of - his
Country, L s

{3
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- Tt is aftonithing to confider, how a poor Slave,
from the Whip and the Chain, followed only by
about Seventy fugitive Gladiators, fhould begin a
Revolt from the moft powerful State that ever the
World faw; fhould gather and form, by his
Courage and Dexterity, a_ formidable Army
fhould infpire Refolution and Fidelity into the very
Dregs of Mankind j fhould qualify his fudden
Soldiers, compofed of Thieves and Vagabonds, to
face and defeat the Roman Leiions, that ‘were a
Terror to the World, and had conquered it}
fhould keep together, without Pay or Authority,
a raw and lawlefs Rabble, till he had vanquithed
two Roman Armies, and one of themn a Praios
rion Army : And even when Crixius, his Fellow-
Commander, envying his Glory and Succefs, had
withdrawn from him, and carried with him a
great Number of his Forces, and was cut to Pieces
with “T'wenty Thoufand of his Men, by 2, Ar1ius
the Prator, yet he flill continued to conquer, He
beat that very Arrius that had killed Crixiusy he
defeated Lentulus the Conful 3 he overcame L, Ge-
Jiusy another Conful 3 and in all likelihood, had
he not been weakened by the above Defeltion of
Crixius, he had beat Craffus too, and feen himfelf
Lord of Rome,

Now I would ask the Advocates of lawley
Power, the Friends to the Life and Name of
Czfar, Whether Spartacus, if he had fucceeded in
his laft Battle againft Crqflis, had been lawfyl and
ircfiftible King of Rome # And whether the Sc-
nate and Pewlc of Rome, with the greateft Part of
the known World, would have owed him Duty
and Allegiance? Or, would he not have continucd
fill a ‘T hief and a Robber? And if he had conti-

H 4 ‘ pucd
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nued fo, then, by all the Laws of Nature gnd Self-
Prefervation, as well as by the municipal Laws of
every Country in the World, every Man was at
Liberty to feize him how he could, and to kill
him, if he refifted, or ran away,

Tell me, O ye unlimited Slaves, ye Beafts of
lawles Power, ye loyal Levellers of Right and
Wrong ! how came Cezfar by a better Title to
Dominion than Spartacus had, whofe Sword was as
good, though not quite fo profperous and deftruce
tive, as Cefar's? Lell me wheie lay the Difte-
sence between them, unlefs in their different Suc-
cefs y and that Sparsacus was as great a Man, but
Caz/far 3 greater T'raytor and Tyrant?

ndced, had Sir Robert Filmer, or any other of
the honeft and fage Difcoverers of Adam's rsight
Heir, lived in thofe Days (as they have done fince,
and plainly pointed him ou? and complimented
Cafiry as doubtlefs thcy would, with a lineal and
heredicary Title from Ancas, wandering Prince of
Triy; he might have been called the Lord’s An-
ointed, as well as others, and his Aflaflination been
accounted Rebellion, and worfe than the Sin of
Witcheraft, But as I do not find that Cefar,
though he valucd hirhfelf upon his Defcent from
the pipus Trgan Hero, did yet claim any di@tato-
ria) Ri bﬂx Virtue of hiv illuftrious Parentage; I
hln_gﬂm re taken Liberty to treat him as &
mugtaytor, an Ufurper, and a Tyrant,

Iam, &ec,

SAaTuUR.
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SATURDAY, Drcamber 9, 1721, No, 56,
- A Vindication of Brutus for hoving killed Cafar,

8§ IR,

HAV IN G proved in my haft, I'think unan-

L fwerably, that Cefar was rightly killed ; I
will here enquire, whether Brutus and the other
T'yrannicides did right in killing him? And me-
thinks, if it has-been fhewn that he ought to have
been flain, as an Enemy to every Roman Citizen,
and virtuous. Man § every Roman Citizen, and
overy wirtuous- Man, had a Righe to flay him.

But fince there are in our World fo many little
and cramped Spirits, who dare not think out of
the yulgar Path, though ever fo crooked and dark,
and perhaps firlt ftruck out by Ignorance or
Fraud: Narrow Minds, which, Jocked up in re--

ceived Syftems, fee all Things through falfe Mire |

rors, and as they are reprefented by ron% Preju--
dices, prevailing Cuftoms, and very often by Core
suption and Pasty-Intereft: I.(hall, as I have Oc.
cafion, endeavour to difperfe thefe thick and de--
ceitful Mifts from before weak Eyes;- and thall,
confider the prefent Queftion, as well as all others
that come before me, as they appear in their own .
Nature, independent on the Quirks of Pedafils,,

and the narrow Jurifdiction of inferior Tribupaly::

1 thall bring them before the. great T'ribunal of:
Heaven ; and aflere. the. Caufe of Liberty -ands
‘Feuth, by Arguments deduced from common:

Senfe, and the commonHGood of Mankind,.
‘§

Iv:

-~

3=
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It is generally alledged againt Brutus, and fome
of thafe who jeined with. him in this great A&ion,
that they were highly obliged by Cnézr; which
js a firdnge Obje@ion, Héw were they obliged ?
" He gave Brutus a Life, which he could not take
from him .without Murder; and did a mighty
gencrous Thing in not murdering Brutus for de-
fend:ng his Country, animated by his own virtu«
ous Spirit, and the known Laws of Ropie /. Ih"
is the Obligation of a Highwayman, who, taking
away your Money, which is all he wants, kindly
Jeaves you ypur Life, Are you obliged in Honour,
Confcience, or common Senfe, ta fpare the Rob»
ber, becaufe be was not & Murderer? Or are you
obliged not to purfue and t;kc him, and ¢o kill
him, if he refufe to fubmit? In Truth, Cgt{zr was
one of the greateft Robbers and Murderers that ever
Jived : Every Man flain in thag unjuft, bloody, and
unnatural War, which he wantonly and mali-
cloufly made upon his Country, was murdered :
And ‘the World was the mighty Spoil which he

ingd by univerfal Murder and Rapine, He was,
in fhort, a Man fo confumnately wicked, that
the ftrongeft Words which you can ufe, and che
bittereft Inftances which you can bring, to paint
out him and his A&ions, will be but faint com.
pared to him and his Actions,

As to the Places and Favours conferred upon
Brutusy b{ Cefary they were not Cafar’s, but
Ropie's, He was only rapi Imgiter, Cefar had
no Right to the Publick, nor to difpofe of it, or
its. Emoluments, It was all barefaced Ufurpa-
tion, Befides, when Favours of this, or any
kind, with-hold a Man from his Duty, they are
milchigvous Baits and Corruptions, an oughi) ' cg

‘ ‘ in
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bind no Man, as they never will a virtuous Man,
And we foe how Brutus, who was the moft vir-
tuous Man upon Earth, underftood and difregarded
them, :

They were only the artful Shackles of a Ty-
rant, intended to bind the bold and free Mind of
Brutus to his Intereft: But he, who owed no Al-
Jegiance but to the Commonwealth, fcorned the
- deceitful Smiles and Generofity of its Oppreflor 3
who was bribing him to be his Slave, with the
Gifts and Offices of his Country, to which he
himfelf had no Title, but Brutus had every Title,
‘I'bis therefore was a Picce of impudent Civility,
which Brutus could not but deteft, as it was 2
fhameful and melancholy Proof of Cefar's Ty-
sanny, and of his own and Romes Vaflalage,
T'hey were hollow and deftruive Favours; it
was High-Treafon to be the Author of them :
And was not Death fignally due to fuch High-
Treafon ! Brutus therefore made the propereft
Return. ; :

Cafar had ufurped the Roman World, and was
cnntoning it out to his Creatures as became a Ty«
rant, and paying his perfonal Creatures with tKe
publick Bounty.  As the worft Tyrants muft have
fome Friend § and as the beft Men do them the
moft Credit, and bring them the moft Support, if
. fuch can be got 3 Cafir had Senfe enough to know,,
that he could never buy Brutus too dear; and fo
paid him great Court, But Brutus faw the T'y-
rant's Defign, and his own Shame ; and every
Civility was a frefh Provocation, It was as if a
T hief breaking into a Houfe to rob a Lady of her
Jewels, fpoke thus to her Son; Sir, pray permit me,,
or offift mey to cut your Motber's Throaty and /:izo

ir
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ker Treafurey and I will generoufly reward you with
your Life, and lind you orie or two of her Diamonds to
Sparkle in as long a5 I think fit, Could fuch a vil-
lainous Civility as this engage the Son, efpecially 3
'virtuous Son, to any thing but Revenge? And
would not the only Way that he could take it, be
the beft Wa{? '

C. 1/2:‘ took from Brutus his Liberty, and-his le-
gal Title to his Life and his Eftate, and gave him
in liew of it a precarious one during his own arbi-
trary Will and Pleafure: Upon the fame Terms
he gave him fome mercenary Employments, as
Hire for that great good Man's Afliftance to fup-
port his Tyranay, Could the great and free Soul
of Brutus brook this? Could Brutus be the Inftru-
ment or Confederate of lawlefs Luft? Brurus receive
Wages from an Oppreflor! That great, virtuous,
and popular Brutus; who, if the Commonwealth
had fublifted, might, from his Reputation, Bisth,
Abilities, and his excellent Worth, have ¢hallenged
the moft honourable and advantageous Offices in ity
withowt owing Thanks to Cfar,

So chat the Injurics done by Cefar to Brutus
were great, heinous, and many ; and the Fa-
vours none,  All the Mercy fhewn by Czfar was
Art and AffeQation, and pure Self-Love, He
hud fund in the Roman People fo univerfal a De-
teitation of the bloody Meafures of Marius, Cinna,
and $fa: He faw the whole Empire fo reduced
and enervated by repeated Profcriptions and Maf-
facres, that ke thought it his Intereft to eftablith
his new-ereéted Dominion by different Meafures ¢
and to reconcile, by a falfe and hypocritical Shew
ot Clemency, the Minds of Men, yct bleeding

with theis late and former YWounds, to his Ufur-
. pation,
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pation, ‘That Cefar, the ufurping and deftru@tive
Cefar, who had flaughtered Millions, and wan-
tonly made Havock of human Race, had any
other Sort of Mercy, than the Mercy of Policy
and Deceit, will not be pretended by any Man,
that knows his and the Roman, Story, ~Brutus
therefore being the moft severenced and popular
Man in Rome, it became the Craft of the ‘Tyrant
to make Brutus his Friend ; it was adding a fort
of Sandtity to a wicked Caufe: Whereas the
Death of Brutus by Cefar, would have made Ce-
{gr odious and dreadfu} even amongft his own Fols
wers,

But it is faid, that Brurus fubmitted to Cafar,
and was bound by his own A&, Here the Alle-
gation is trie, but the Confequence falfe, Did
not Brutus fubmit to Cafar, as innocent Men are
often forced to fubmit to the Galleys,* the Wheel,
and the Gibbet? He fubmitted as 8 Man robbed
and bound fubmits to a Houfc-breaker, who, with
a Piftol at his Heart, forces from him a Difcovery -
of his Treafure, and & Promife not to profecute
him. Such Engagements are not only void in
themfelves, but sggravate the Injury, and become
themfslves frefh Injuries, By the Law of Nature
and Reafon, as well as by the pofitive Inftitutions
of every Country, all Promifes, Bonds, or Oaths,
extorted by Durefs, that is, by unlawful Imprifon-
ments or Menaces, are not obligatory : It is, on
" the contrary, a Crime to fulfil them; becaufe an

Acquieicence in the Impofitions of lawlefs Villains,

is abetting lawlefs Villains, :
 Befides, it was not in the Power of Brutus to
alter his Allegiance, which he had already engaged
to the Commonwealth, which had done nothing
to
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to forfeit the fame, For how lawful foever it bo
for Subje@ts to transfer their Obedience to a Con-

eror, in a foreign War, when the former Civil
. ir:)wrr can no longer prote& them ; or to s new
" Magiftrate made by Confent, when the old had
forfeited or refigned : It is ridiculous to fuppofe,
that they can transfer it to a domeftick Traytor
and Robber ; who is under the fame Tlies and Al-
legiance with themfelves, and, by all A&s of Vio-
Jence, Treafon, and Ufurpation, extorts 8 Sub-
miflion from his opprefled Mafters and Fellow-
Subjels. == At leaft fuch Allegiance can never be
pre-engaged, whiltt an{ Means in Nature are left
to rid the World of fuch a Mon(ter,

Itis a poor Charge againft Brutus, that Cefor
intended him for his Heir and Succeflor. Brutys
fcorned to fucceed a Tyrant: And what moro
rlorious for Brutus, than thus to own that the
angerous and bewitching Profpect of the greateft
Power that ever mortal Man poffeffed could not
fhake the firm and virtuous Heart of Brurus, nor
corrupt his Integrity ? To own that no perfonal
Confiderations, even the higheft upon Earth, could
recongile him to a T'yrant; and that he preferred
the Liberty of she World to the Empire of the
World | '

T he above Charges therefore againft Brutus can
hardly come from atz but thofe, who, like the
profane and flavith Efau, would fell their Birth-
sight for a Mefs of Pottage ; would facrifice their
Duty to their Intcreft; and, unconcerncd what
becomes of the reft of Mankind, would promote
Tyranny, if they might but fhine in its Trap-
pings, But an honet Mind, a Mind great and
virtuous, fcorns and hates all Ambition, but tha;

)
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of :doing (Food to Men, and to, all Men; it de-
fpifes morsentary: Riches, | and ill-gosten Power
it qojoys po wigiqus/and . hard-hearted Pleafures,
arifing from thd Miferiés of others: Byt it withes
and engléavours to. progurs impariial, diffufive, and
univer(al. Happinefs to the whole Easth.

This is the Charalter of a great and good
Mind } snd this was thd great and fublime Soul of
ghe ioimortal Brivgus, . U
.. From'tbis. Mention of the lippera and dange-
rous Favours of Tyrants, § would juft obferve, as
I go along, that, to any Man wha values Virtue
or Liberty, Twenty Pounds & Year in a frce
Country, " is preferable to the being Firft Mini-
ftcr to the Great Turk 5 whofe Minifters, 3' their
Station and Allegiance, are obliged to be Oppref-
fors, and are often rewarded with the Bow-flring
for their moft faithful Services to their Mafter,
and Sor Services perhaps performed by his Come.
mand,

But to return to Brutus: He bad on his Side
the Law of Self-Prefervation, the Spirit of the
Roman Conftitutions, and of thofe Laws of Li«
berty, which had fubfifted near Five Hundred
Years, but were now deﬂro‘{ed by the Ufurper,
And during all thofe long and renowned Ages of
Liberty, the deftroying of Tyrants was ever ac-
counted Glory and Heroifm. ~And, as every Law
of the Commonwealth was sgainft Cafar, who
was an open Enemy to the Commonwealth ; the
Commonwealth, and all its Laws, were for Bru«
tus, its greateft and beft Subjet. Cefar's Laws
were none, and worfe than none; but the whole
Life and A&ions of Brutus were agreeable to the
Conftitution of his Countsy,

Suppofe
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" Suppofe Brutus, having killed Cafary had fuc-
ceeded him ¢ He could not. have been' a greater
Ufurpet than Cafar was, - And' yet would hey in
that Cafe, have been lefs facred: and inviolable
than Cefar # 1 hope the opprefling of Mankind
Is r‘?t a lefs Crime than the killing of thelr Op-
preflor, '

. Qur Brutus could not have greater Tics of Af-
feQtion to the Tyrant Cafar, who ufurped Rome,
and deftroyed its Liberties, than the elder Brurus
had to his own Sons, whom he put to Death, for
a Plot to reftore the Tyrant Targuin, a thoufand
times more innocent than Cefar: And as to the
fudden Manner of putting him to Death, Mutius
Seevola is immortalized for a bold Attempt, to kill
by Surprize the Tufan King Porfenna, who was a
foreign Enemy, making unjuft War upon Rome,
to reltore Targain: And the like Immortality is
befiowed upon Fudith, for killing Holofernes de-
ceitfully, when it could be done no other Way,
Now both thefe Men were publick Enemies 5 but
peither of them a publick Traytor : Cefar was
both s and dolus an virtus quis in hofle requirat .
Was ever Aratus mentioned with Reproach, or
does Dr, Prideaux mention him with. Reproach, ,
for furprizing and expelling Nicocles, Tyrant of

Sicyen § or has he not gained deathlefs kame b
that worthy Aétion? And how comes the ittlo
“Vyrant Nuocles 10 be lefs facred than the great
Tyrane Cefar, who did Millions of Mifchicfs

more than Nicles P

Lst us now fee what Dr, Prideaux fays of Cas
Jar,  After having told us, that be was excited by
Ambitkn and Malice 5 that he jubly bad for the Res
- sward theresf that Deftruétion by which he felll;
the
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the Do&or adds thefe Words : ¢ He is faid to

¢ have flain Eleven Hundred and Ninety-Two

¢ Thoufand Men 4 which proves him to have .
¢ been a terrible Scourge in the Hand of God, for

¢ the Punithment of the Wickednefs of that Age,

¢ —= And, confequently, he is to be reputed the

¢ greate® Peft and Plague that Mankind had

¢ therein: But notwithftanding this, his A&ions
¢ have with many acquired great Glory to his
$¢ Name: Whereas truc Glory is due only to
¢ thofe who benefit, not to thofe who deftroy,
¢ Mankind, . -

All this is honeftly and juftly faid ; but I cannot
reconcile it to what he has faid before, about the
Death of that Deftroyer, Sure, upon his own
Pfincif:les, never was true Glory more due to any
mortal Man, than to Brutus! His Life and Stu-
dics were laid out in doing Good to Mankind
whereas Cefar was indeed the greateft Peft and
Plague that Mankind had, For, befides all the
Wickednefs that he did with his own wicked
Hands and Counlels, he fruftrated all the Purpofes,
Virtue, and Bravery, of the old Romans, in efta-
blithing Liberty, and in conquering, polifhing,
and fetting free great part of the barbarous World,
All the Battles that they fought, were fought for
him ; - all the Blood that they fpile, was fpile for
bim, Cezfar took all, and overturned all, Be-
fides, all the numberlefs and heavy Mifchiefs that
the Roman World fuffered from fucceeding Ty-
rants, were, in a great Meafure, owing to Cafar,
who eltablithed a Government by Tyrants, He
was in this Senfe the Author of all the Barbarity, °
Rapine, and Butcheries, brought upon the Em-
pire, by the Gurbs, Hunms, Vandals, and other Bar-

barians, -
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barians, who eafily maftered an Empite, weakened,
and alrcady almott deftioyed, by the Folly, Mad-
nefs, Cruelty, and Prodigality, of the Imperial
Tyrants, his Succeflors, ) :
T'ke Do&or takes Notice, that Caffius Parrmen-
S5y bclrlrgc the only remaining Tyrannicide, was
ut to Death by the Command of Augufixs, And
obfepves upon it, that Murder feldom efcapes
the vindi®ive Hand of God, and efpecially the
Murder of Princes,  All this may be true; and
yet, What is all his to Fulius Cefar # If Ccﬁar
was a Prince, any Robber or Murderer that has
Force and Villainy enough, may be s Prince;
and Blood, and Wounds, and Treafon, confti-
tute & Prince, Evcry Soldier in Cafar's Army
had as good & Right to the Government of Rome,
a3 Cafor had. Was his Style like that of 8 Prince,
or the Father of his Country, when he told his
Soldiors, according to Petrenus, and sgrecably to
what be did afterwards ;

e 14 furentes,

Fre mei comites, & cayfam dicite ferro,
Fudice fortuna aadat alea : Sumite bellum §
Iuter tat fortes armatus weféio Yinei,

Was not this fetting up open Violence and the
Sword for a Title? If Rod Roy bhad conTered
Scotland, with his barbarous Highland Hoft 4
would he have been a Prince, Prince of Swtlond #
Was Cromwell a Princet And would Maffanellp
and Fuck Straw, had they fucceeded, have been
Princes ? ~ »
As to Cefar’s Parts, they added vaftly to his

Crimes, and were, as he applied them, only s
great Capacity tp do great Mifchicf, Curfe on hit

: . Virtues,
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Virtves, shey bave undons bis Country ! Befidar, there
were doubtleG many Men in Roms who had equal
Pats, and infinitely more Merit,  Brutys particu-
ladly. had. =~'Dhe Devil has much greater Abilities
ghan Gafar bad, and is alfo a Prince, a very great
Prince ; the Executioner of God’s Vengeance 0o,
the greate®t Exccutioner: And ;'ez are we not ex-
prefly cammanded to sefift him ! The Plague is
often the Inftrument of God’s Judgment ;- sre we
therefore not o refift the Plague, by proper Diet
and Antidotes?. The Bite of an Adder may be the
Judgment of God j Is it therefore a Sin to tread
ypon the Adder’s Head and kill him? Or are An-
tidotes againft all other Plagues Jawful; but nons
Jawful againft lh; vorft, the moft lafting . and de-
firutive of o) Plagues, the Plague of Tyranny 2
Or is an Adder lefs facted than a Tyrast! And
M\syf 1 hope God made Adders as well as Cefon.
A Storm may be 2 Judgment ; muft ws not theie-
fore difcharge a great Guo againft it, in order to
difpesfe it? Or pray Low comies one Sort of the
Inftruments of God’s Judgreot to be more facred
than another 2 - I am fure, God detefts Tyraots ¢
and if they be God’s MiniGers, fo are Plagues and
Serpents, and fo is Satan bimfelf, S
rytys was one of the ‘Ymﬁmﬁ Perfons to kill
Cafir s as be was of all the Men in Rome the
aoft reverenced and lar. His Wifdom, and
Virtue, and Publick Spirit, were known and ado-
s0d:, ‘The Confent of the Benate, and of all good
Men, was with bim; none but the proftitute
Creatures of Paower, and thofe that ambitiou
fought it, with their deceived and hireling Fo
Jowess, ‘condemned him ; nor durft even they at
firft, But Brutus, out of bis too great Goodncg
an
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and Generofity, fpared Authony, who ought o have
. accompanied Cafar. But while the wild Authony
vemained, the Root of the Evil was not quite
plucked up, - He began a new War upon his
Country, The Senate however declared for the
Tyrannicides; declared Mark Autbony & %ublick
Enemy for making War upon Decimus Brutus,
who was one of them 3 and fent both the Confuls
with an Army againft Authony, in Defence of Bru-
tus : And had it not been fot the treacherous and
ungrateful young Ce/ar, the Commonwealth
would have been, in all likelihood, thoroughly
eftablithed. But this young Traytor, like his
Uncle Fulius, turned the Arms of the Common.
wealth 'upon the Commonwealth, and joined with
its Enemy Mark Anthony to opprefsit, - - - .
The terrible : Proceedings and bloody Profcrips
tions that followed this Agreement are well known,
Nor is it at all ftrange, that not one of the T'yran-
nicides furvived the Civil War, or died a natural
Death,  They were aimoft all Soldiers and Coms
maaders, and were ecither moftly flain in. Battle,
or by the Command of the Conquerors: ‘I'heir
Encemics got the better, and they had no where to
fiy o, The World was pofleffed by the Ufur-
pers,  1f Brutus and Crgim killed themfelves, ra-
ther than fall into their Enemics Hands, and adorn
the Triumphs of fuccefsful Traytors; feveral of
the Chiefs of the other Party did alfo kill them-
felves during the War; particularly Dolabella,: and
many of (%w Principals of -his Party at Antioch,
when Caffius befieged them there,” Was this alfo
a Judgment? ' '
Brutus_and Caffius killed themfelves | - What
then? Was it not done like Romani, like vinuotlx;
. ©
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old Rom:ns, thus to prefer Death to Slavery? It
was a Roman Spirity and thofe who poflefied it,
did as much difdain to be ‘I'yrants, as to fubmit
to Tyranny § a Spirit that fcorned an ignominious
Life, held only at the Mercy of an Ufurper, or
by Rattering his Villainy, and abetting his Ufurpa-
tions; and a Spirit, which thofe that want it can .
neveg admirc,  Great Souls are not comprehended
by Small! "It is undoubtedly true, that by the
P);ccc ts of Chriftianity we are not at Liberty to
difpofe of our own Lives; but are to wait for the
Call of Heaven to alleviate or end our Calamities :
But the Romans had no other Laws to aét by, but
.the nawral [)i@ates of uncorrupted Reafon, I
call upon the great Prctenders to Philofophy and
refined Morals, to afign one fair Reafon, why a
Roman, why Brutus and Caffius, fhould prefer a
miferable Life to an honourable Death; thould
bear Vaffalage, Chains, and Vortures of Body or
Mind, when all thofe Evils were to be avoidcg by
doing only that, which by the Courfe of Nature
every Man nmuft foon do. It is better not to be,
than' to be unhappy; and the fevereft Judgment
on the Wicked is, that they fhall live for ever,
and can never end their Miferies: Much lefs can
it be any Scrvice to Sucicty, to keep alive by Art
or Force a melancholy, ~miferable, and ufelcfs
Member, grown perhaps burthenfume too by Age
and Infirmitics, - ' :
Ia this Light we muft view the Ations of the
old . Romans, guided only by Nature, and unre-
firained from Suicide by any Principles of their
Religion, We find, on the contraiy, in Hiftory,
many Examples of the great and imagnanimous
Herocs of Antiquity, choufing voluntary Iath,:
o oitca
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oftert in the midft of Health, with the greateft
Calmnefs of Mind; fometimes from Saticty of
Life and Glory, either when they could gain no
more, or apprehending that the future Caprices of
unconflant Fortune might fully the paft; and
oftener till, to avoid fubmitting to Difgrace and
Scrvitude, '

A voluntary Death from fuch Motives as thefe,
wae, among the Ancients, one of the Paths to
Immortality 5 -and, under certain Circumflances,
none but mean and abje®t Minds declined it, Ro-
man Ladies often chofe it, Clespatra, Queen of
Egypt, chofe a long premeditated Death, rathet
than be led Captive to Reme, And when Perfeus
fent to P. Amilius, befeeching him with all Ears
neftnefs, That fo great a Prince, late Lord of
Maodon, and good part of Greece, might not be
Jed, like a Slave, in Chains at his Chariot W heel,
to grace his Triumph he received this fhort An-
fwer, ‘1 hat it was in his own Power to prevent it ¢
Thus fignifying to him, that he deferved the Dife
grace, if he would live to bear it, R

Even under the Difpenfations of a new Reli-
gion, which God Almigb;y condefcended perfo-
nally to teach Mankind ; Human Nature has pre-
vailed fo far over revealed I'ruths, that in Multie
tudes of Inftances a voluntary Death is approved,
at Jeaft not condemncd, by almoft the greatcit
part of the World, Men ‘in extreme Pain' and
Agcnies do often refufe Phyfick, and the Meins
of preferving their Lives, Days, Weeke, and
Moaths longer.  Men in lingering and defperate
Diflempers go, uncalled, to mount a Breach in a
Sicge, or into the midft of the Battle, to mcet
certain Death, Great Commanders have doze

) the

..
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the fame, when the Day wént againft them, ra-
ther than furvive being beaten, Commanders’ of
Ships have blown up themfelves and their Ships,
rather than be the Prey of the Conqueror, Towns
befieged, when they could defend thenfelves no
longer, have firft burnt their Town, then preci-
pitated themfelves defperatcly amongft their Ene-
mies, to procure an honourable Death and Re-
venge, Even common Malefadtors often choofe
to die, rather than difcover their Accomplices; and
always get Credit by doing fo, And the Storics
of the Dedi, of Ceanus, of the Great Cato, and
even of Oths, and many other of the great Ex«
amples of Antiquity, made immortal by this At
of ancient Hcroi({;), are flill sead with Admira-
tion,

1 fhall, for a Conclufion of this long Parcr, ﬂve
my Readers the Sentiments of the excellent Mr,
Cawly, concerning Brutus and Cefar, in his Ode
intitked BRUT'US.

Can we fland by and fee
Our Motker robb’d, andbound, and revii'd be,

Yot not to ber Affiftance flir,
Picas’d with the Strength and Beauty of the Raviler
Or fhall we fear to kill bim, if before

The cancelld Name of Friend he bore
Iugrateful Brutus do they call )
Ingratéful Cafar, who could Rome inthral !
An Act more barbarous and wnnatural ‘
(In th exatl Balance of true Virtue try'd)
Than bis Sueceffor Neto's Parricide !
* % % % & B 8 &
Ihat M rey could the Tyrant's Life deferve

From bim who Kill'd himfelf ratber tban,‘:':w P* .
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4 8 5 8 8 8 8 v e e

IWhat Yoy can buman Things to us afford,
IVbin'we fee perifb thus by odd Events,
By ill Men and wretched Aecidents,
The beft Caufe, and befl Man that ever drew a Sword ?
When we fee : o
The falfe Oavius and wild Anthony,
God-like Brutus| conguer Thee # .

G Tam, &,

SATURDAY, Deember 16, 1731, No., 57,

Of falfe Honour, publick and private,

SIR, .
Have more than once complained in thefe Let-
ters, that the beft Things being moft abufed are
capable of doing the greateft Harm : Nor is it 2
new Obfervation, whatever new Occafion there
may be, at all Times, to repeat it. Men have
been ever deceived by good Names into an Appro-
bation of ill Things, fan&ified by thefe Names,
In:roﬂure and Delufion have been called Religion,
and thought fo; Oppreflion and Rapine have been
called Government, and cfteemed: Government,
Peachers have degencrated into Deceivers, Sub-
miflion ‘into Slavery, Taxation into Plindering,
Prote@ion into Deftrudion, and Magiftrates into
Murderers, without changing their Names: Power
and Right have been ever confounded ; and Suc-
cefs, or the want of Succefs, has turned Villainy
into Virtue, and Virtue into Villainy,
Hence
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Hence it is that little Crimes and fmall Crimi-
nals have been detefted and punithed, while great
Malefaétors have been gencrally reverenged and
obeyed : and that little Rogues “have been called
"I'liieves, and hanged 3 and great Thieves have
been ftiled Conquerors and Princes, and fometimes
deificd,  Your Alexanders and Ceafars were only

Felons above the Gallows; and fo have been .

many others of much lefs Figare than they, Great
Crimes prote€t themfelves, and one another 5 fo
that, in cffelt, Crimes are not always punifhed
becaufe they are Crimes, but becaufe they are not
mighty Crimes: Nor, in the inflicting of Punifh-
ments, has the Offence or the Oftender been cone-
fidered, but only the Figure of the Oftender
who, if ke were poor and neceflitous, has been
put to Death 3 if great and ambitious, has been
proteéted or preferred,  And thus it is, that Hal-
ters and Garters, Axes and White Staves, Paluces
and Dungeons, have been often miferably con.
founded and mifplaced, :

Thus are the Boundarics and Diftin@ion be-
tween Good and Evil almoft loft in the World,
‘I'o illuftrate this in every Inftance that deferves
Lilufteation, would be to write a Folio inftead of
a Lettery at prefent I fhall confine my &l to the

“onfideration of falfe Honour, which has done -
much more Mifchief to Mankind than ever real -

Honour did Good, as it is more conducing to the
little perfonal Gratifications, and the crovked Selfe
Ends ot particular Men,

True Honour is an Attachment to honet an}
beneficent Principles, and a good Reputation 3 and
prompts a Man to do Gocd to others, and indeed
to all Men, at his own Coft, Pains, or Peril,

Vou IL 1 Falte
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Falfe Honour is a Pretence to this Charaller, but
docs ‘Things that deftroy it: And the Abufe of
Honour is called Honour, by thofe who from that
good Word borrow Credit to act bafkly, rathly, or
gooliflily,
A Mun cannot at honourably in a bad Caufe,
‘I'hat he thinks it 'a good Caufe, is not a gocd
. Excule ; for Folly and Miftake is not Honour ;
Nor is it a better Excufe, that he is engaged in it,
and has pledged his Faith to fur rt it, and a& for
it; for this is to cngage his Honour againft Ho-
nour, and to lift his Faith in a War againft Truth,
Vo fay that he is athamed to defert it, is to fay
that he is afthamed to do an honett T'hing 3 and
that he prefers falfe Shame to true Honour, which
engages the Man that poflefles it to bate and break
all eriminal Engagements, It a Man enter into
a Party or Society, becaufe he thinks it an honeft
Sccicty § is he obliged to ¢ontinue in it, when he
finds it a Socicty of Knaves? And does his Ho-
nour oblige him to be a Knave too, or to defert
tho/e that arc Knaves? Or, does a Robber, who
Jeaves the Gang, violate his Houour, which was
only an Obligation to rob? o
A good Confeience, an honeft Heart, and clean
Hards, are infepatable from true Hunecur y nor
dees true Honeur teich any Man to alt againgt
his Judpmient,  Jt nedt be convineed before it
acls, and mere Authority has no Weight with it
In buman Maceers, it does not confider what s
commanded, but what ought to be commarded §
and bufore it executes an Jnjun@ion, enquires whe-
ther the famie be rational and juft,  When fupe-
rior Oideiy are unjuft, the Hongur of Obedince
s taken away j for Honour is not the L.trument

of
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of Evil} it is therefore falic and pretended Honour,
to exccute and vindicate a bad Aétion by an unjutt
Command, Indeed, no Command of any Core
fequence oughit to be obeyed, but what is or ougle
to be Law, and is not forbidden by any Law,

But this is only Reafoning, which has but little
Force with Men when it combats their Intereft
and worlt Paflions, ‘I'o them therefore who fol-
low the Guides of Gain and Ambition, what [
have here faid is not addrefled ; but to thofe who,
contrary to their Intercit, follow and approve
others whofe only Principle is Intereft,

Falfe Honour has more Power over Men than
Laws have j and thofe who defpife all the T'ies of
J.aws, and of Religion and Humanity, are often
very exact in obferving all the fantaftical and
wicked Rules of falfe Honour, ‘I'here are no
Debts fo punétually paid as thofe contradted at
Playy though therg are exprefs Laws againft Play,
and againft paying of Money won at Play ; nay,
"tis penal to pay fuch Debts,” And yet thofe that
-are thus exadt in paying to their own Ruin, and
in Defance of Law, whatever Debts they con-
trait to avowed Sharpers, who live by clicating
and picking Puckets, and are the Deftru@ion of
Families, and a publick Nuifance: I fay, thofis
Men thus exact in Unrighteoufnefs and their own
Wiong, fhall run in Debt to honeft Tradefmen,
without any Purpofe of paying them, and, uncon-
cernedy fee them broke, imprifoned, and undone,
for want of fuch Payment. So lawlefly jut are
they ta Rogues that ruin them, and fo bartnrouﬂy
unjuit to induttrious and credulous Men, who fucd
and cluthe than |

. l: Is



196 CATO's LETTERS,

Is this Honour! 'What Dupes are we to Words
and to our own Vice and Folly | It is but fmall
Comfort to us, that this voluntary Madnefs pre-
vailed of old amongft our barbarous German An-
ceftars j of whofe diftracied Propentity to Gaming
Sucifus gives us this aftonithing Account: Aleam
Sibrii inter feria exerenty tanta lucrandi perdendive
temeritate, ut cum omuia defecerunt, extremo ac o=
viffimo jablu, de lilertate & de corpore contendant,
Vittis voluntaviam fervitutem adit, quamvis Junior,
quamyis robuftiory adiigari fe ac venire patitur, Ea
gl inre prava perviacia : “ipfi fidem vocant,

¢ (Gaming is one of their molt ferious Employ-
¢ ments, and even feber they are Gamefiers |
¢ ‘I'o this rafh Vice-they are fo violently addiét-
¢ ed, that when they have wantonly loft all,
s¢ they have not done, but defperatcly flake their
s¢ J.iberty and their Perfons upon the laft ‘Ihrow,
« ‘I'he Lofer goes calmly into Bondage ; and,
¢ though the younger and the fironger, fuffers
¢ h'mifelf tamely to Le bound and fold by him that
¢ wins, Such is their vicious Perfeverance in
s Folly| they themiclves call it Honour,

Qur modern Gameflers do not indeed go quite
this Length; they only fell themfelves, with their
Familics and Pofierity, to Beggary @ For as to their
Bodics, o bedy will ttake any Fling againft them,
But in Point of Honour, in Gaming, we fhill ré-
tiin the Suidlneh of thefe our polite Anceftors at
Fhiyy and genctodly pay to the laft Morfel of
Bicad, and venture famine rather than a Dun
froam one that has fuiled us at the Art of picking
Pockers, — —As to other Duns, horeft and necel-
fitous Duns, weanatier them netj and Debts olf

I

- o
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real Honour and Confcience, do not at all touch
our Honour. . .
"Thus is Honour fet up aginft Virtue and Law,
Good Laws not executed are worfe than none,

nd only teach Men to defpife Law ) whereas

everence and Obcedicnce go together, No Law
will or can ever be executed by inferior Magi-
ftrates, while the Breach of it is openly encouraged
by the Example of fupcrior, Docs an an
think that the beft Laws, even infpired Laws,
-sgaint Duelling, would have any Effc&, if there
was at the fame Time a Duelling-Office kept
open at St. Fames's? The Example of thofe that
thould exccute Laws, or fee them executed, is
ftronger than the Authority of thofe that make
them. ‘I'he Example of Vefpafian did more to-
wards the Reftraint of Luxury, than all the fump-
tuary Laws of Rome could do till his Time, Pre-
cipuus aytricti moris aulor Vefpafianus fuit, Obfe-
quium inde in principem, & emulandi amor, validior
quam peena ex legibus & metus, ¢ Vefpafian was
¢ himfelf a fpecial Inftance and Author of T'em-
¢ perance and Frugality, From hence grew in
¢ the Pcople a Reverence for the Example of
¢¢ the Prince, and an Emulation "to conform
¢ their Manners to hisy — a T'ie much ftronger
¢¢ than the Dread of Laws and all their Penal-
¢ ties.

It is moreover become a mighty Picce of Ho-
nour to repair one Crime by another, and a worfe;
and when one has done you an Injury, h¢ muft,
by the Rules of Honour, fight to defend it. _Hav-
ing aftronted or harmed you, contrary to Juftice
and Honour, he makes you Satisfalion by taking
away your Life, according to the Impulfes of true

I Honour
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Hosour 3 fo here is a War of Honour againft Ho-
nour and Juftice and common Senfe,

Another Piece of- Honour is an Adherence to
Error, after Conviction, and not to change a bad
Rdligion for a better,  “T'o have been born in a
certain Faithy s juft as good Scnfe as to have been
born a Lawyer or Mathematician 5 and yct that
fume is often the beft and trueft Reafon *againtt
Change | And therefore we often adhere againdt
all our Reafon, to what others faid or did for us
without our Confent, and when we had no Rea-
fon, Becaufe perbaps fome People promifed for us
when we were a Day old, that we fhould Forty
Years afterwards, and all our Life, count Beads)
worfhip unfavoury Bones, be governed by Deccie
vers, and believe Contradi€tions 3 are we therefore
oblized to do all this, though we find it to be againtt
all Religion? Muft we be Hypocrites, becaufe our
Ancefturs were Fools?  Are old Falthoods and
¥oclkries the Standard of our Honour? Are we
never to mend a wretched Condition, and never
to make ufe of our Confcience? If fo, then here
is 2 War of Honour againft Confcience, 2 War of
Faith againft Belief, and a War of Religion againt
Perfuation } '

Another Picce of falfe Honour has fometimes
been that of ferving a Prince at the Expence of
one’s Country, though the ferving of that Coun-
try was the only Duty and only Bufinefs of the
Prince, and of every Man in Office under him,
But this, though a ‘I'ruth as felf-evident as any in
the Bible, has %cen fo little underftood or praétifed,
that the wicked Exccution of impious Engage-
ments made to a Fyrant, againt thofe made to
Sccicty, has been called Honour,  And it has fre-

quently
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quently been the Honour of a Courtier, to execute

all the ill Purpofes of a Court againt his Coun-

try,  And hers was the War of Honour againit
uty, :

‘S he Honour of a Party is to adhere to one an-
other, right or wxon%; and though their Chicf
be a Knave and a ‘['raytor, their Honour is en-

aged to be honeit to him in all his Roguerics and
Tieafon.  And this is a War of Honour againft
lrluncﬂ‘v. )

‘I"he Honour and bora fide of fome Princes have’
been of that odd and unprincely Contexture, that
they were never once reftrained by the fume, from
decciving, plaguing, invading, robbing, and ufurp-
ing upon their Neighbours, and doing “Fhings
which would have entitled a plain Subject to the
Gibbet, ‘I'heir Honour feems to have been deeply
concerned to have no Honour: And though their
Faith was engaged to proteét their Subjects ; yet
their Honour, on the uther Side, was engaged to
f{illage and enflave them. And here grew the

oyal War of Honour againft Faith and ﬁquit !

Jow many peaceable %\'atiuns Liave been robbed,
how many Millions of Innocents butcheredy out
of merc Honour, piincely Honour 2 This Ho-
nour is indeed fo wild, mifchicvous, and extrava-
gant, that Words, the oft warm and fignificune

Vords, fail in defenbing it, 1 hall thervlore ful-
in a few Inflances of its Spirit, and conclude.

His Grace, Fillios, 81t Duke of Buckinglant,
engaged his Country in T'wo mad Wars at once
with the T'wo greatelt Powers in Eurgpe, becau's
his Honour had fuflired a Rebuff in his Attempls
to debauch “T'wo great forcign Ladies.  Eurefe was
10 be c.nbroiled ; Livcs,l'l'xcafurc, and the Safcry

4 of
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of Kingdems to be rifqued and thrown awap,
to v:‘x;dicm, forfooth, Lis Grace's debauched Ho-
nour

Cenbyfes, to revenge an Affront put upon his
Father many Years before by an Epsptian King,
in the Bufinefs of fending Bim a Wife, involved
the World in a Flune of Warj and at the Exe
pence of perhaps a Million of Lives, and the Deo
ftru&ien of Kingdems, did at Juft heroically vine
dicate his Father's Honour and his own, upon the
Bones of a dead King, whem he caufed to be dug
i-g, and, after many Indignitics, caft into the

“ire. :

. White Elephants are rare in Nature, and fo
imﬂy valued in the Judies, that the King of Py
caring that the King of Siam had got T'wo, fent
an Embafly in Fonn, to defire one of them of
his Rcyal Brother, at any Price: But being refu~
fed, he thought his Honour concerned to wage
War for fo great an Aftront,  So he entered Siam
with a vaft Army, and with the Lofs of Five
Hundred Thoufund of his own Mcen, and the
Deftruétion of as many of the Siamefes, he made
himfelf Mafter of the Elcphant, and retricved his
Honour,

Darius (1 think it was Darius the Mede) found
“his Honour concerned to chatlife the Siythians for
having invaded ;{/:'a a Hundred and Thirty Years
beforey and Joft a great Army to vindicate his
Honour, which yet was not vindicated 5 that is,
he mifled the white Elcphant.  For,

In thort, Honour and Vi&ory are generally no
more than white Elephants ; and for white Ele-
phants the moft deftruétive Wars have becen often
smade, What Man frce, cither by Birth or Spirit,

could,
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could, without Pity and Contempt, bechold, as in
a late French Reign’ he frequently might behold, &
Swarm of flavith Frenchmen, in wooden Shoes,
with bungry Bellics, and no Clothes, dancing
round a Nfaypolc, becaufe their Grand Monargue,
at the Expence of a Million of their Moncy, and
Thirty or Forty Thoufand Lives, had acquired a
white Elcphant, or, in other Words, gained a
Town or Vidtory?

Inflances are cndlefs, or elfe I could name other
People, who have emplo;:ed themfelves feveral
Years in catching white Elcphants by Sca and
La&d; but I am in hatte to conclude,

Tam, &c,

SATUI{DAY, December 23, 1721, No, 8,

Latter from a Lady, with an Anfivery abmt Love,
Marriage, and Settlements,

Te CAT O.

SIR, - .
TH OUGH Love, abftralted from Marriage,.
is a Subject too low for a Statefman, a Politi-
cian, and I ‘might add a Philofopher ; yet as it re-
lates to that Holy State (as our Church is pleafed.
to call it) it is worthy the greateft Notice ; for.
though many take upon them to ridicule all law-.
ful and honourable Love, and Marriage, which.
crowns and proves it, yet I will venture to affirm,,
that hardly any Perfon lives a long Life withoue.
¥ deliring,
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defiring at fome Part of it to cnter into that State ¢
Je is like Religion, implanted in our Natures ; and
all Men have a Notion that 'tis the Way to Hap-
pinefs, though all do not pra&life it: T he Reafons
of this Want of Praltice arc many ; befides the
Degeneracy of human Nature, the Imperfe@ions
of both Sexes make them afraid of fo clofe an
Affinity; the Want of Conftancy in the Male
Scx, and, above all, the Love of Money in both,
is the greateft Scandal and Hindrance to this moft
Honourable State in Life,

I cannot excufe cither Sex (though by this
Time, both from my Subject and handling of
it, you will guefs me to be of the weakeft) from
this 1aft Vice, the Love of Money; and I might
add to it Ambition 3 for it feems to me grown the
Rule of Marriage, there being few Alliances con.
traded of late Years, but where this is the chicf
Mative on the Man’s Side, and almoft fo on the
Woman’s: No Wonder the Ladies fhould have
catched the Vicey for when a Woman finds her-
felIf flighted for no other Want but that of a large
Fortune, the muft nceds think it worth purchafing
atr any Rate, and negleéd all othor Merit as ufe-
lc S : 1

I do not pretend to fay that Virtue and Merit,
in cur Sex, is to be met with in every Corner of
the Streete, as I am too fenfible the contrary is;
but fure I am it is to be found, and Judgment was
given to the Men in order to diftinguifh it, But,
fay your Sex, is Money then to be defpifed? Muft
the contrary be fought? And has a Lad’y lefs Me-
rit for Liaving a large Fortune? Not always, but
indeed too often 3 may, nothing can hinder jt but

nataral good Senfe and Temper, joined to great

Care
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Care tzken in the Education j without that a fu-
perior Fortune makes a worfe Woman, confe-
yuently a worfe Wife. :

I was Jed into this Thought, and which occa-
fioned this [etter, by a l)ifa(ppoimmcnt that 2
young Lady I had a Friendfhip for met with latcly,
itntfh relation to this Subjeét, which coft her her

e,

_She was addrefled to by a Gentleman, whofe
good Senfe and Agreeablencfs would, fhe thought,
attone for fome natural Defe@s and Infirmitics,
which fhe had Penetration enough to find out in
his I'emper and Difpofition; among which his
J.ove of Money was not the leaft: Ele was fupe~
yior to her in Fortune; but the was a Gentlewo-
man born, and bred fo, and in every Refpett,
but Money, his Equal: She refolved to fuit her-
f.]f to his Humour ; and fancied herfelf cut out to
Bkafc and make him han{,’ not out of Vanity,

ut Inclination to do fo, e had Pride, and did
not greatly care to be obligdd, even by the Man
whom fhe loved ; but fancicd fhe could fave vp a
#ortune to him in a few Years, and, with the re-
fufing of Prefents, and refigning of Settlements,
attone in great Meafure for the want of it, He
thought it worth while to deceive her for a conti-
derable Length of Time, for what Reafon I can.
fot guefs, fhe being a Woman of undoubted Cha-
raQer, which he had known for fome Years be-
fore, and all her AQtions anfwered it: But in fhort
he left her, and that in fo abrupt and rude a Man-
ner, as made her bear it worfe; not f(hewing the
Jeaft Abatement of his Paflion the laft ‘Vime he
faw her, more than at the firt, I with that he
had trufted her with the Sccret of forfaking hefr;

or.
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for 1 dare fay fhe would have taken it handfomely,
and (for his Advantage) given him up,

. The Difappointment met her under an Indifpo~
fiton of Budy, clfe I belicve fhe had good Senfe,
Reafon, and Refentment cnough, to have got the
better of it But fhe died, ang without reproach-
bag of him, or behaving herfelf unhandfomely 3
fhe faid fhe was inclined to belicve that there was
a Fate in ‘F'hings of that Nature, and withed him
happier than (fhe doubted) he deferved,

He is now upon the Brink of Marriage to a
Lady, that I dare fay he docs not like half fo well
as this Lady whom he left for her; but fhe has
moce Money abundantly, which he docs not want g
and then, though, as [ faid before, Money is no
Otbjection, nor need a Woman be fought out that
wants it, yet | would not have a Man venture to
Jeave a Woman for no other Reafon, kit he (as
to probably he may) chance to repent it.
~ Sir, if you think this Subje&t, or our Sex, wor-
thy your Notice, we fhall be obliged to you ; you
are an Author, I might fay it to your Face, capa.
ble of ferving any Caufe that you undertake; ours
is a charitable cne: T am out of the Queftion my.
f:If, with relation to making my Fortune, or it
might not have been fo proper for nfc to have ftart
¢d chis Subject, though obfcure § but I have a ge-
neral Love for Mankind, and particularly for my
own Sex 3 whofe Caufe I commiit to you, as into
the Hands of a moft powerful Advocate, and (1
hope) a willing Patron. My Sincerity on this
Suﬁfcét cannst be doubted, when I mott humbly
fubfcribe myfelf of that Sex whofe Caufe I secom-

mndj ¥i%, AWOMAN,
Te
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To the Lady wha wrote the Foregoing.

MADAM,

OU will eafily believe me, when I acquaint

you, that I am not a little ﬁroud of the Ho-
nour you have done me, in thinking me worthy
of the Correfpondence of a Lady, to whom Na-
ture has fhewn herfelf fo indulgent. She feldom
Jeaves her own Work imperfeéts and therefore I
doubt not but fhe has been propitious to you more
Ways than one: And I am perfuaded, that if you
had been the firft Obje@ of the inconftant Stre-
phon's Adoration, he ‘had never worfhipped any
falfe Goddefs, -

I can affure you, Madam, you could never
have recommended yourfelf fo much to me, or
have oblized me more, than in engaging me in
this agrecable Manner in the Caufe of helpiefs In.
nocence, and diftreffed Virtue 3 and in giving me
an O porcunit{ to confider the greater and bet.
ter }ralf of the World in their neareft and moft
engaging Relation, Iam, by Profeffion, a Kniglt.
Errant: It is my Bufinefs to right Wrongs, and
redrefs Injurics 3 and none more than thole done
to your tender Sex., ,

it is a Subjcét which emr!oys my fofteft and
moft delicate Thoughts and Inclinations; which I
can in nothing gratify fo much, as by contributing
to the Eafe and Happincefs of that S¢x, to whom
we owe moft of our owi,

Trat Cordial Drep Hea'n in cur Cup has throws,
T ke the nafeons Drasght of Life go down,

And
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And to attone for the Thoufands, Ten T hou-
fands of Evils, to which human Condition is fub-

g Hevoules Wimfelf 1aid down his Club, and took

vp a Didaft: And,
— e furizus Mars,’
Tre enly Governor and God of Mars,
IW¥en tir'd with Heat and Teily does oft refirt
To 1a/le the Picafures of the Paphian Court,

I do not therefore depart from my Charadler,
or defert my Duty, in confidering this Subject,
and attending upon the Concerns of the Fair:
With their Caufe the Caufe of Liberty is blended ;
and fearce any Man will be much concerned for

ublick Happinefs, unlefs lc enjoys domeflick :
r’ublick Happinefs being nothing elfc but the Magi-
firate’s protcéting of private Men in their Property,
and their Enjoyments, It s certain, that a Man’s
Interctt, in Point of Happinefs and Pleafures, is in
no Inflance fo much concerned as in that of Mar«
riage 3 which being the happiett or unhappieft State
in the World, muft moftly conflitute to his Happi-
nels or Mifery,

The Beauty, the Vigour, the Wit, and confe-
ucntly the Preferment of his Pofterity, do much
cpcm{ upon the Choice of his Wife, and poflibly

upon his Inclinatione to'her, and Lers to him. We
are very careful of the Breed of cur Horfes, of our
Cocks, and our Dogs, and as remarkably neglects
ful of the Education of our Childieny and yet we
dedicate T'wo ‘Thitds of our Subflance to our Po-
flerity : For fo much is the Diffcrence between the
Purchafe of Eftates of Inheritance, and of Eftates
only for our own Lives,

Our

'}
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Our Wealth does alfo depend in & great Mea-

fure upon domeflick Sg;mpath and Concord 5 and
it is a true Proverb, that 4 Man mupt ask Leave of
bis IVife to be rich:~ So great a Share of his Sub-
ftance and Profperity muft remain in her Power,
and at her Difcretion, and under her Management,
that if he would thrive and be happy himflf, he
muft make her fo,
- In order to this, he ought to choofe one whofe
Temper, good Scnfe, and Agreeablencfs, fhall
make him find his Pleafurc in obliging her j and
by Conftancy and cndearing Aétions make her
wholly his own, and to do all in her Power to
oblige him. No Man can live in a conftant State
of Hypocrify in his own Family ; but if he has
Diftaftes, they will certainly break out ; or at leaft
be fourd Sut by one who is always about him, and
whofe conftant Bufinefs it is to obferve him, and
his Humours and Affe&tions, And therefore it is
his beft and only Way to find out fuch a one as he
need not counterfeit a Kindnefs to,

In all my Obfervation, agood Husband rarely
mifles to make a good Wife, The Hearts of
Women are naturally fo tender, their Paflions to.
wards their Husbands fo ftrong, their Happinefs
and the Refpe which they mcet with in the
World are fo much owing to their Husbands, that
we fcldom find a marricd Woman who will not,’
with a little real, and often with but a feeming
Kinduefs, do whatever a prudent Husband will de-
fire of hery and often, to oblige him, more thin
h: defires,  And what ¢an be more barbarous, than
to ufe onc ill who throws herfclf into his Power,
and depends upon his Protetion ; who gives uphall

o that
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that fhe has to his Mercy, and reccives it afere
wards at his Pleafure ?

It is miferable Folly, to put yourfelf in a Cire
cumftance of being uneafy in your own Houfe,
which ought to be a Retreat from all the Ruffies
and Difappointments that you mect with elfewhere :
In Confequence of this, you muft feek your Plea-
fures abroad at great Expence, and the Hazard of

our Health, and to the Negle@t of your Affairs,
"our Wife too, when fhe finds herfelf negleted
by one in whom fhe had fixed her whole Happi-
nels, will not bear the Place and Manfion of her
Mifery, but will fall into a Defpondency, and an
Indiffcrence to your Intereft; and willybe apt to
Jook out in her Turn for Pleafures abroad, when
fhe can have none at home, Women for the moft
part place their Felicity in their Husbands, and in
their Familics; and géneral‘l{ purfue thofe Views,
till the Unkindnefs, Neglect, and Folly of their
Husbands render them impraélicable,

W hatever Excufe there may be for Men over-
sun with Debts, or otherwife very neceflitous, to
aim only at Money in Marriage, and thereby to
throw t{lcmfclvcs into a miferable and naufcous
Imprifonment for Life, to prevent falling into one
but little worfe 3 I cannot find one tolerable Reas
fon in Nature, why any Man in eafy Circums
flances, and who does not want the common Ne-.
cellaries of Life, fhould purchafe the Superfluitics
at fo dear a Puice,  But it is ftupendous that Men
of Figure and Fortune, who have in their Power.
the Mcans of enjoying not only the Convenicn-
cies, but the Luxury and Vices of Life, (if fuch.
can be called Enjoyments) fhould yet barter awa{(

C o all
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all theie Happinefs for a little feeming additional
Wealth, which for the moft part produces real
Poverty,

It is certain, that T'en Men of Birth and Eftates
have been undohe by marrying great Foitunes, for
One who has been enriched by it.  Moft Men
pay T'wenty per Cent, for fuch Portions, as long
as they have ‘any thing to pay. ‘TI'en T'houfand
Pounds additional Fortune, when laid out in Land,
will not produce Three Hundred Pounds a Year
clear; which Sum will fearce maintain the Tea-
Table, and keep the fupcrnumerary Bawbles in
Repair g and it will coft as much more to fhew
them, Befides, when the ufual Prefents are made,
and an expenfive Marriage is folemnized, gaudy
Clothes and E?uipa e are bought, and perhaps a
Londim Houfe furnithed 3 a confiderable Part of
this Portion will be disburfed, and the forlorn
Hero of this fhewy, noify Farce, will difcover,
too late, how much more eligible it had been to
have married a Lady well born, of a difcreet,
modeft, and frugal Education, and an agreeable
Perfon, with lefs Money, than a haughty Dame
with all her Quality Airs about her, or Mr, Thim-
bleman's Daughter, though bedecked with as many
'sl'rinkcts as Tallboy or Jerry Blackacre upon the

tage,

ut before we can complete this Account, we
muft balance what muft be given in lieu of this
Lady’s Wealth, befides the entire Lofs of conjue
gal and domeftick Happinels, It is truly faid, that
Gald may be bought 100 dear ; and I may fafcly fay,
that the deareft Purchafe now in Ewxglind, is a
Wife with a great Fortune, not excepting that of

8cuth-Sea Stock laft Year, F
or
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For every Thoufand Pounds the Lady brings,
fhe muft have a Hundred Pounds a Year, at leaft
during her own Life, and often a Rent-Charge,
which alonc is worth the Purchafe Moncy which
fhe brings, if the outlives her Husbandy and then
fhe brings nothing towards the Iffue, which, mo-
deftly fpeaking, are as much her’s as her Husbands;
and it is certain, that during her living with him,
the fpends more than the Interet of it: For (be-
fides her private Expence) the Gay Furniture, the
Rich Bcds, the Ching Ware, the Tea-1'able, the
Vifiting Rooms, Rich Coaches, &, muft be chiefly
placed to her Account; and fhe fhares equally in
the Table Expence, and in that of the Children
and Gardens: And yct, over and above all this, 3
Man mutt fettle the Remainder of his Etate and
Subftance out of his own Power, and intail it upon
whatever Heir Chance and his Wife bring him 3
perhaps upon an_ungrateful and difobedient One,
made fo E; his Independency vpon his Kather s
often upon a foolifh and unimpruvable One; fome-
tinis, perhaps, upon a fpurious One,

I do not complain of this ufual Method of Set-
tlement, as thinking it reafonable that any Man
thould give a large Sum of Money in Dowry with

. his Daughter, without taking r‘ro cr Precautions

to provide for her and his own Potierity : But I
cenfure the prefent great Abufe of giving and de-
manding fuch Fortuncs, which have inverted the
very Ends of Marriage, and made Wives indepen-
dent on their Husbands, and Sons on their Fathers
Fortunes, which make Men bargain for their
Wives, as they would for Cauley and, inftead of
creating conjugal Friendfhip and Afteétion, and all
Sorts of domeflick Happinefs, have prqduccdhqo-

thing
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thing but Strife, Averfion, and Contention, where
there ought to be perfe&t Sympathy and Unanimi-
ty ;s and have brought into the World a Race of
Monkeys and Baboons, inftead of Creatures with
human Shape and Souls,

Why fhould Men of Fortune and Underftand-
jng biing themnfelves, without any Motive from
Reafon or Intereft, into thefe unhappy Circum-
flances i Why fhould any Man, without any
Confideration, at leaft any valuable Confideration,
diveft him&!f of thc&lreatcﬂ part of the Property
of his own Eftete? Why make himfelf only Te-
nant for Life, when he is in Pofieflion of an In-
heritance 5 and render himfelf by that Means un-
able to {wovide againft the many Emergencics of
Lite? Why fubje@ himfelf to the Infolence of
an ungratefi:] Heir, or be forced to leave it to an
vhwoitiy One ! Why be olliged to Lear the Ca-

sices and Difhonour of a wanton and peevith
ife, perhaps made fo by his Negle@t, arifing
from his Averfion, the ordinary Eficé&t of Mar-
riage againft Inclination 7 when he might have
chofen one every Way fuited to the fame ; and,
b{ contenting himfelf with lcfs Fortune, have kept
the greatefl part of his Eftate in his own Power,
and with it the further Mcans of obliging her, and
of making her future Fortune and Expeétations to
depend upon her own Condudt, Complaifance, and
aﬂc’f:tionatc Behaviour ?

You have given me, Madam, a very pregnant
and affe@ing Inftance of a Gentleman, who, made
falfe by Avarice, has loft, and wickedly loft, a
virtuous, prudent, and fond Wife, while he fought
Money more than Merity and cruclly broi(‘c'llu)is

“aith,
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Faith, and with it a tender Heart, for the infas
mous Sake of Lucre ; which may defervedly prove
a Canker in his Soul and his Subftance, and bring
bim a Lady with Qualities proper to revenge the
other’s juft Quarrel and barbarous Wiongs,  And
I, on my part, can give you an Inftance of a
Gentleman of great Fortune and Figure, who,
by a&ing according to the former wifer Rules, has
made himfelf happy in an amiable, difcreet, and
obfervant Lady, and enjoys with her all the Blef
fings of mutual Confidence and tender Affetion,
He is complaifant without Art, and fhe without

Fear. lam
With perfect Refpect,
MADAM,
Your moft humble
And mioft obedient Scrvant,
CATO,

POSTSCRIPT,

IHave, in feveral of my late Letters, obferved
fome Slips that have efcaped from the Pen of
the great and learned Dr, Pridiaux 3 but as | have
done this with no Defign of blemithing a Charac-
ter which cannot be blemithed, I think myfelf
obliged to own once more, his great Merit, the
Service done by him to Mankind, the Honour to
his Country, ‘and the Plcafure and Information
which Lin particular have reccived from his wor~
thy Labours, ]

. ¢
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Tt is poflible, that out of Deteftation to Prin.
ciples which fubvert and tear up by the Roots all
Liberty and civil Happineft, I may have ufed fonre
warm Expreflions againft thofe that maintain them,
Such Expicflions thereore can be applicd only to
thofc who have been ever the avowed and uc)\'ivc
Encmles of every thing lovely, valuable, or praife-
worthy amorglt Men,  But as to Dr. Prideaux,
however he is fallen into Prejudices, perhaps eaily
Imbibed, and not fince examined by fx‘im with his
ufual Accuracy § or however he might intend to
ferve a pious Caufe with adventitious Helps and
precarious Supports, which it wanted not: Cere
tain it is, from the whole Coutfe of his excellent
Performance, that he had fincerely at Heart the
Intereft of true Religion and Liberty, A Spirit of
Virtue, Piety, good Senfe, and Integrity, and an
Averfion to Oppreflion, Cruelty, and T'yranny,
fhine through his whole Hiftory, and animate the
fame 3 and neither he nor his Hitory can be oo
much commended, ’

But the Doétor is an eminent Inflance, how
Jittle any Man ought to be guided by the mere
Autherity of another; fince one of the greatcft
and worthieft Men living is capable of fallirg into
fuch obvious Errois, From the Greatnefs of his
Name and Credit alone I was led 10 thefe Ani-
madveifions, and with Reluétance 1 made them,
Falcons do not prey upon Flies,  Other Writers,
whife Charaéters add no Weight to cheir Mif-
takes, are fafe from any Cenfure of mine. For
this Keafon I fhall nog trouble m} fcIf with the
Party-Falthoods, and pious Ribaldry, and Blun-
ders, of a modern voluminous \Writer of Englith
Hittory, His Contract and Diulogue between

Viiver
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O’ver Cromwell and the Devil, is a harmlefs Picce
of Hiftory, and as entertaining as the seft,
'l‘

*
I am, &e,

SATURDAY, Dxember 30, 1721, No, 59,

Literty proved to be the unalienable Right of all
Mankind,

S IR,
I Intend (o entertain my Readers with Differta-

tions upon Liberty, in fome of my fucceeding
Letters; and (hall, as a Preface to that Defign,
endcavour to prove in this, that Liberty is the une
alicnable Right of all Mankind,

All Governments, under whatfoever Form they
are adminiftered, ought to be adminiftered for the
Good of the Society 3 when they are otherwife
adminiftered, they ceafe to be Government, and
become Ufurpation, This being the End of all
Government, even the moft delpotick have this
Limitation to their Authority : In this Refpedt,
the only Difference between the moft abfolute
Princes and limited Magiftrates, is, that in free
Governments there-are Checks and Reftraints ap-

ointed and exprefled in the Conftitution itfelf ;
n " defpotick Governments, the People fubmit
shemfelves to the Prudence and Diicretion of the
Prince alone: But there is fill this tacit Condition
anexed to his Power, that he muft aét by the
unwritten Laws of Diferction and Prudence, and
employ it for the fole Intereft of the People, who
give
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give it to him, or fuffer him to enjoy it, which
they ever do for their own Sakes,

ﬁvcn in the moft free Governments, fingle
Men are often trufled with difcretionary Power :
But they muft anfwer for that Dilcretion to thofe
that truft them, Generals of Armies and Admi-
rals of Flects have often unlimited Commiflions
and yet are they not anfwerable for the prudent
Exccution of thofe Commiffions? T'he Council
of Ten, in Fenice, have abfolute Power over the
Liberty and Life of every Man in the State: But
if they fhould make ufe of that Power to flaughter,
abolith, or enflave the Scnate; and, like the Dee
¢emviri of Rome, to fet up themfelvesy would it
not be lawful for thoft, who gave them that Au-
thority for other Ends, to put thofe "I'en urlimited
I'raytors to Death, any Way that they could ?
T'he Crown of England Jias been for the moft part
entrufied with the fole Difpofal of the Moncy
given for the Civil Lift, often with the Applica-
tion of great Sums raifed for cther publick Ufes;
yet, if the Lord-"I'reafuser had applicd this Money
to the Difthonour of the King, and Ruin of the
People (though by the private Direction of the
Crown itfelf ) will'any Man fay that he ought not
to have compenfated for his Crime, by the Lofs of
his Head and his Eltate ?

] have faid thus much, to fhew that no Go-
vermme it can be abfolute in the Senfe, or rather
Nonicnie, of our modern Dogmatizers, and it
decd in the Senfe too commonly praétifed, No
barlarous Conqueft ; no exturted Conlent of mi-
ferable People, fubmitting to the Chain to cfcupe
the Sword j iio sepeated and huicditaty Alls of
Cruclty, though called Succeflion ; 1o Continua-

ton
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tion of Violence, though named Prefcription ; can
alter, much lefs abrogate, thefe fundamental Prin-’
ciples of Government itfelf, or make the Means
of Prefervation the Means of Deftruétion, and rens
der the Condition of Mankind infinitcly more mi-
ferable than that of the Beafts of the Ficld, by the
fole Privilege of that Reafon which diftinguihes
them from the Brute Creation,

Force can give no ‘Title but to Revenge, and
to the Ufe of Force again ; nor could it ever enter
into the Heart of any Man, to give to another
Power over him, for any other End but to be
excrcifed for his own Advantage: And if there are
any Men mad or foolifh enough to pretend to do
otherwife, they ought to be treated as Idiots or
Tunaticks ; and the Reafon of their Condudt muft
de derived from their Folly and Frenzy,

All Men are born free; Liberty is a Gift which
they receive from God himfelf§ nor can they alie-
nate the fame by Confent, though polibly they
may forfeit it by Crimes. No Man has {'ower
over his own Lile, or to difpofe of his own Reli-
gion § and cannot confequentl transfer the Power
of cither to any body elfe s Much lefs can he give
away the Lives and Libertics, Religion or acquired
Property of his Pofterity, who will be born as fice
as he himfelf was born, and can never be bound
by his wicked and ridiculous Bargain,

“Fhe Right of the Magiitrate arifes only from
the Right of private Men to defend ‘themfelves,
to rzpel Injuries, and to punifh thofe who commit
them ; ‘Ihat Kight being com’cz]'ed by the Socicty
to their publick Reprefentative, he can exccute the
£-me no furthcr than the Bencfit and Scourity of
that Socicty requires he fhould,  When he cxc»-e‘d's

: i
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his Commiffion, his AQs are as extrajudicial as are
thofe of any private Officer ufurping an unlawful
Authority, that is, they are void ;3 and cvery
Man is anfwerable for the Wrong which he docs,
A Power to do Good can never become a War-
rant for doing Evil.
But here arifes a grand Queftion, which has
erplexed and puzzled the greateft part of Man-
Eind: Yct, I think, the inl’wcr to it eafy and
obvious, The Queftion is, who fhall be Judge
whether the Magiftrate afls juftly, and purfues
his Truft? ‘To this it is juftly faid, That if thofe
who complain of him are to judge him, then there
is a fetdded Authority above the Chicf Magillrate,
which Authority muft be itfelf the Chicf Magi-
firate 3 which is contrary to the Suppofition j and
the fame Queftion and Difficulty will recur again
upon this new Magiftracy,  All this I own to be
abfurd 5 and I aver it %o be at leaft as abfurd to af-
firm, T hat the Perfon accufed is to be the decifive
f{Udge of his own Actions, when it is certain that
e will always judge and determine in his own Fa-
vour; and thus the whole Race of Mankind wiil
be Jeft helplefs under the heavieft Injuftice, Opprefe
fion, and Mifery, that can affi¢t human Nature,
But if neither M. giftrates, nor they who come
lain of Magiftrates, and are aggrieved by them,
rm'c a Right to determine decifively, the onc for
the other ;. and if there be no common cftablithed
Power, to which both are fubjeCt: then cvery
Man interefted in the Succefs of the Conteft, muft
act according to the Light and Dictates of his
(v)‘wn Conl'ci;ncc, and inform it as well asdhc can,
Y here no Judge is nor can be sppointed, ever
Vou ll. © K R 4
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Man muft be his own; that is, when there is no’

flutcd Judge upon Earth, we muft have Recourfe’

to Heaven, and obey the Will of Heaven, by de-

g!aring ourfelves on that which we think the jufter
ide, '

If the Scnate and People of Rome had differed
irreconcileably, there could have been no common
Judge in the World between them 3 and confe-
uently no Remedy but the laft: for that Govern-
wment confifting in” the Union of the Nobles and
the Icople, when they differed, no Man could de-
trmine between them j and thercfore every Man
muft have been at Liberty to provide for his own
Sccurity, and the general Good, in the beft Man-
ner g was able,  In that Cafe the common Judge
ceaficg, every one was his own: Tke Govern-
micat becomirg incapable of «&Qing, fufiered a poli-
tical Demite: T'he Conftitugion was diffolved; and
there bung no Government in Being, the People
were in the State of Nature again, .

The fame nuft be true, whcre two abfolute
Piinees, governing a Country, come to quarrel,
as fometimes two Cfirs i Partrer(bip did, efpe-
cially towa:ds the laticr End of tle Reman Em-
pires or whae a Sovacizn Counal govern a
Country, and fheir Votes come equally to be divie
ded, In fich a Ciccumftance, every Man puft
take that Side which Le thinks molt for the pub-
lick Good, or ¢haofe any proper Mealures for his
own Security ¢ Fory if [owe my Allegiance (o
two Princes wgrecing, or to the Majonity of a
Ceuncily when Letween thefe Princes there s no
Jonger uny Union, nor in that Council any Majr-

Y ‘ .y . ?
sity, o Submilion can be due to that which is
not s
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oty and the Laws of Nature and Scif-Prefervation
uft take place, where there are no other,

‘I'he Cafe is flill the fame, when there is any
Difpute about the T'itles of abfolute Princes, who
govern independently on the States of a Country,
and call none, Here too cvery Man muft judge
for himfclf what Party he will take, to which of
the ‘Pitles he will adherey and the like private
Judgment muft guide him, whenever a Queftion
arifes whether the faid Prince be an Idiot or a Lus
natick, and confequently whether he be capable or
incapable of Government, Where there are no
States, there can be no other Way of judzing but
by the Judgment of private Men the Cupacity of
th Prince muft be judged, and his Fatc determi-
ned, Lunacy and ldiotifm are, I think, allowed
by all to be certain Difqualifications for Govern-
ment s indeed they are as much fo, as if he were
deaf, blind, and dumb, or even dead. H: who
can neither execute an Ofiice, nor appoint a De-
puty, is not fir for one, ] ‘

ow I would fain know, why private Men
may not as well ufe their Judgment in an Inftance
that concerns them more; | mean that of a ty-
rannical Government, of which they hourly feel
the fad EffeQs, and forrowful Prools ; whereas
they have not by far the equal Means of coming
to a Certainty about the natural Incapacity of theie
Governor, ‘The Perfons of great Princes are
known but to few of their Subjects, and theie
Parts 10 much fewer y and feveral Princes have,
by the Management of their Wives, or Minifters,
or Murderers, reigned a good while alier they

were dead,  In Truth, [think it is as much the
Bufinefs and Right of the People to judge whether
| P ’ lln‘:‘
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their Prince be good (v bad, whether a Father or
an Encmy, as to judge whether he be dead or
alive; unlefs it be faid (as many fuch wife T'hings
have been faid) that they may judge whether he
can govern them, but not whether he doesy and
that it behoves them to put the Adminiftration in
wiler Hands, if he be a harmlefs Fool, but it is
impious to do ity if he be only a deftruétive ‘I'y-
rant 3 that Want of Speech is a Difqualification,
but Want of Huinanity, nonc.

T hat Subjc&s were not to judge of their Go-
vernors, or rather for themfelves in the Bufinefs of
Govanment, which of all human Things con-
cerrs them moft, was an Abfurdity that never en-
tered into the Imagination of the wife and honeft
Ancients: Wlho, fullowing for their Guide that
everlafting Reafon,which is the beft and only Guide
in buman Aftairs, carrivd Libeity, and human
Hoppinefsy the Jegitimate Offpring and Work of
Liberty, to the highett Pitch that they were capa-
ble of aitiving at, ~ But the above Abfurdity, with
many others as morftrous and mifchicvous, were
sclerved for the Difcovery of a few wretched and
dreaming Mabometon and Chriftian Monks, who,
jgnurant of all ‘Things, were made, or made
themivives, the Direclors of all Things; and
bewitehing the World with holy Lyes and unac-
countable Ravings, drefled up in barbarous Words
and uncouth Phrates, bent all their Vairy Force
epainit common Senfe and common Libcity and
I'ruth, and founded a pernicious, abfurd, and
vitionary lempire upon their Ruins, ~ Syftems withe
out Senfe, Uropolitions witheut 'ruthy Religion
witheut Keafon, a ramgant Church without Cha-
rity, Seventy without Jullice, and Government

' without



CATO's LETTERS, 1t

without Liberty or Mercy, were all the blefled
Handy-works of thefe religios Mad-men, and
godly Pedants; who, by pretending to know the
other World, cheated and confounded this, T heir
Fnmity to common Senfe, and Want of it, were
their Warrants for governing the Senfe of all Man-
kind: By Lying, they were thought the Cham-
pions of the “I'ruthj ‘and.by their Foolerics, Im-
pieties, and Cruclty, were eftcemed the Favourites
and Confidents of the God of Wifdom, Mercy,
and Peace,

Thefe were the Men, who, having demolithed
all Senfe and human Judgment, firft made it a
Principls, that People were not to judge of their
Governor and Qovernment, nor to meddle with
ity nor to preferve themfelves from publick De-
ftroyers, falily calling themfclves Governors: Yet
thefe Men, who thus fet vp for the Support and
Defenders of Government, without the common
Honefty of diftiiguithing the Good from the Bad,
and Prote@ion from Murder and Depredation,
were at the fame Time themfelves the conflant
and avowed Troublers of every Government which
they could not dire€ and command 3 and every
Government, however excelleiit, which did not
make their Reveries its own Rules, and themfelves
alone its peculisr Carey bhas been honoured with
their profeficd Hatred; whillt ‘F'yrants and pub-
lick Butchiers, who flattered them, have been dei-
fied, This was the poor State of Chriflendom be-
fore the Reformation; and | with I could fay, of
no Parts of it fince,

T his barbarous Anarchy in Reafoning and Po-
Jiticks, has made it neceflary to prove Propofitions
which the Light of Nature had demonfirated,

K 3 Aud,
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And, as the Apoftles were forced to prove to the
. miflled Gentiles, that they were no Gods which
were made with Hands; T am put to prove, that
the Pecple have a Right to judge, whether their
Govepnors were made for them, or they for theie
Governors? Whether their Governors have ne-
ceflary and_natural Qualifications? Whether they
have any Governors or no? And whether, when
they have none, every Man muft not be his own ?
1 therefore return to Inflances and Iiluftrations
fromn ¥Falts which cannot be denied § though Pro-
pofitions as true as Faélts may, by thofe efpecially
who aie defeive in Point of Modefty or Difcern-
ment,

In Psland, according to the Conflitution of that
Country, it is ncceflary, we are told, that, in
their Dicts, the Confent of every Man prefent
muft be had to make a Refolve cfelual : And
therefore, to prevent the cutting of People’s
“Uhroats, they have no Remedy but to cut the .
Throats of one another 3 that js, they muft pull
out their Sabres, and force the refrattory Members
(who are always the Minority) to fubmit. And
amongft us in England, where a Jury cannot agree,
there can be no Verdicty and fo they muft faft till
they do, or till one of them is dead, and then the
Juiy is diflolved,

“This, from the Nature of T hings themfelves,
muft be the conftant Cufe in all Difputes between
Dominion and Property, Where the Intereft of
the Governors and that of the Governed clafh,
there can be no ftated Judge between them: To
appeal to a foreign Power, Is to give up the Sove-
ruigaty 3 for either Side to fubmit, is to” give up
the Queftion; And therefore, if they :hcmrcl\écs

9
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.do not amicably determine the Difpute between
themfelves, Heaven alone muft, In fuch Cafe,
Recourfc muft be had to the firlt Principles of
Government itfelf; which being a Departure from
the State of Nature, and a Union of many Fami-
Jics forming themfelves into a political Machine
for mmutual %’roteé’tion and Defence, it is evident,
that this formed Relation can continue no Jonger
than the Machine fubfifts and can a&t; and when
it does not, the Individuals muft return to “their
former State again, No Conftitution can provide
againft what will happen, when that Conftitution
is diffolved,  Government is only an Appointment
of one or more Perfons, to do certain Aétions for
the Good and Emolument of the Socicty; and if
the Per/ons thus interefted will not act at all, or
a& conuary to their ‘Urufty their Power muft re-

.turn of Courfe to thofe who gave it
Suppofe, for Example, the Grand Monarch,
as he was called, had bought a neighbouring King-
dom, and all the Lands in it, from the Courticrs,
and the Majority of the People’s Deputies ; and
among(t the reft, the Church-Lands, into the Bar-
gain, with the Confent of their Convocation or
Synod, or by what other Naine that Aflembly
was called; ‘would the People and Clergy have
thought themfelves obliged to have made good this
Bargair, if they could have helped it? 1 dase fay
that ncither would 3 but, on the contrary, that
the Peuple would have had the Countenarce of
thefe reverend Patriots to have told their Repres
fentatives in round "Perms, that they were chofen
to aét for the Intereft of thofe that fent them, and
not for their ownj that theip Fower was given
Ky them
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them to protet and defend their Country, and not
to fcll and enilave it, )

‘T his Suppofition, as wild as it fcems, yet is not
abfolutely and univerfaily umpoflible.  King Fobn
+&lually fold tle Kingdom of Evgland to his Holi-
nefs: And there afe People in all Nations ready to
fell their Country at Home; and fuch can never
have any l’x‘inc?prcs to with-hold them from felling
it Abroad, .

It is foolith to fay, that this Doérine can be
mifchevous to Society, at leaft in any Proportion
to the wild Ruin and faral Calamities which muft
befidy and do befal the World, where the contsary
Dc@vine is maintained: For, all Bodies of Men
fulfiiting upon their own Subttance, or upon the
Prfits of their “I'rade and Induflry, find their
Accuunt fo much in Eale and Peace, and have
Juftly fuch terrible Apprehentions of Civil Difors

“ders, which deftroy every thing that they enjoy ;
that they always bear a Thoufand Injurics betore
they seturn One, and ftand under the Burthens as *
Jong as they can bear them as I have in another
Letter obferved,

VWhat with the Force of Education, and the
Reverence which People are taught, and have
been always ufed to pay to Princesy what with
the perpetual Harangues of Flatterers, the gaudy
Pageantry and Outfide of Power, and its gilded
Enfigns, always glittering in their Eyes; what
with the Execution of the Laws in the fole Power
of the Prince; what with all the regular Magi-
ftrates, pompous Guards and ftanding T'roops,
with the fortified T'owns, the Astillery, and all
the Magazines of War, at his Difpofal b«iﬁdcs

. arge




CATOs LETTERS, a5

large Revenues, and Multitudes of Followers and
" Dependants, to fupport and abet all that he docs :
Obedience to Authority is fo well fecured, that it
4s wild to imagine, that any Number of Men, for-
midable enough to difturb a fettled State, can unite
gogether and to overturn it, till the publick
Gricvances are fo enormous, the Oppreflion fo
great, and the Difaffection fo univerfal, that there
can be no Queftion remaining, whether their Ca-
Jamities be real or imaginary, and whether the
Magiftrate has prote€ted or endeavoured to deftroy
his People, '
This was _the Cafe of Rickard 1V, Edward 11,
and James 11, and will ever be the Cafe under the
fame Circumftances, No Society of Men will
roan under Oppreflions longer than they know
ﬁow to throw- them oft § whatever unnatural
Whimfies and Fairy Notions idle and fedentary
Babblers may utter from Colleges and Cloifters j
and teach to others, for vile Sclf-Ends, Do&rines,
which they themfelves are famous for not practis

fing,

_EYpon this Principle of People’s judging for them.
felves, and refifting lawlefs Force, ftands our late
hapyy Revalution, and with it the juft and rightful
‘Title of our moft excellent Sovereign King George,
to the Scepter of thefe Realms s a Scepter which:
be has, and I doubt not will ever fway, to his
own Honour, and the Honour, Proteition, and.
Profpericy of us his People,.
e Lam, &e,.

Ks | SaTuRe
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SATURDAY, Janury 6, 1731, No, 69,

Al Gevernment proved to be inflituted by Men, and
only to intend the general Good of Men,

S IR,
TH ERE is no Government now upon Earth,
which owes its Formation or Beginning to the
immcdiate Revelation of God, or can derive its
Exiftence from fuch Revelations It is certain, on

the contrary, that the Rife and Inftitution or Va.:

yiation of GGovernment, from Time to T'ime, is
within the Memory of Men or of Hiftories; and
that ¢very Government, which we know at this
Day in the World, was eftablithed by the Wi
gom and Forge of mere Men, and by the Cone
currence of Means and Caufes evidently human,
Government therefore can have no Power, but
fuch as Men can give, and fuch as they actually
did give, or permit for their own Sakes: Nor
can any Government be in Fa@ framed but by
Confent, if not of every Subject, yet of as many
as can compel the reft § fince no Man, or Coun-
cil of Men, can have perfonal Strength enough to
govern Multitudes by Force, or can claim to them.
felves and their Families any Superiority, or patural
tovercignty over their Fellow.Creatures naturally
as good as them, Such Strength, therefore, where-
ever it s, s civil and accumulative Stiength, de-
rived from the Laws and Conftitutions of the $o-
cicty, of which the Governoss themfelves are but
Memlbeis,

So

T
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So that to know the Jurifdi&tion of Governore,
and its Limits, we muft have Recour(e to the In-
ftitution of Government, and afcertain thofe Li-
mits by the Meafure of Power, which Men in
the State of Nature have over themfelves and ong -
another: And as no Man can take from many,
who are ftronger than him, what they have no
Mind to give him; and he who has not Confent
muft have Force, which_is itfelf the Confent of
the Stronger 3 fo no Man can give to another ¢i-
ther what is none of his own, or what in itsown
Nature is infeparable from himfelf ; as his Religion
particularly is. '

Every Man’s Religion Is his own j nor can the
Religion of any Man, of what Nature or Figure
foever, be the Religion of another Man, unlefs he -
alfo choofes it 5 which AQion utterly excludes all
Force, Power, or Government, Religion can
never come without Convicion, nor can Convice
tion come from Civil Authorit{e; Religion, which
fs the Fear of God, cannot be fubject to Power,
which s the Fear of Man, It is a Relation be-
tween God and our own Souls only, and confifts
in a Difpofition of Mind to obey the Will of our
great Creator, in the Manner which we think
moft acceptable to him. It is independent upon
all human Dire@ions, and fuperior to themy and
confequently uncontroulable by external Force,
which cannot reach the free Faculties of the
Mind, or inform the Underflanding, much lefs
convince it,  Religion therefore, which can never
be fubjeét to the Jurifdi€tion of another, can never.
be alienated to another, or put in his Power..

Nor has any Man in the State of Nature Power
over his own iife, “or tu take away the Life of
oo another,
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another, unlefs to defend his own, or what is as
much his own, namely, his Property. T his
Power therefore, which no Man has,” no Man
can transfer to another,

Nor could any Man, in the State of Nature,
have a Right to viulate the Property of another 3
that is, what another had acquired by his Art or
Labour§ or to interrupt him in his Induftry and
Enjoyments, as long as he himfelf was not injured
by that Indufiry and thofe Enjoyments, No i\dm
thercfore could transfer to the Magiftrate that Right
which he had not himfelf, ' :

No Man in his Senfes was ever fo wild as to
fivc an unlimited Power to another to take away
iis Li‘e, or the Mcans of Living, according to
the Caprice, Paflion, and unreafonable Pleafure of
that other: But if any Man reftrained himfelf
from any Part of his Pleafures, or parted with any
Portion of his Acquifitions, he did it with the ho-
nelt Purpofe of enjoying the reft with the greater
Sccurity, and always in Subferviency to his own
H?pl’ncﬁ, which no Man' will or can willingly
and intentionally give away to any other whatfo-
ever,

And if any one, through his own Inadvertence,
or by the Fraud or Violence of another, can be
drawn into fo foolifh a Contraét, he is relicvable
by the eternal Laws of God and Reafon, No En-
gezement that is wicked and unjuft can be execu-
ted without Injuftice and Wickednefs: “I"his is fo
troe, taat § queftion whether there be a Conflitu-
tion in the World which docs not aftord, or pre-
tend to afford, a Remedy for relicving ignorant,
dittiefled, and unwary Men, trepanned Irto fuch
Engazcments by artful Kuaves, or frightencd tin,to

them
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them by imperious ones,  So that here the Laws
of Nature and general Reafon fuperfede the muni-
cipal and pofitive Laws bf Nations § and no where
oftencr than in England, What elfe was the De-
ﬁgn. and ought to be the Bufinefs, of our Courts
of Equity? And I hope whole Countries and So-
cietics are no more exempted from the Privileges
and Prote@ion of Reafon and Equity, than are
private Particulars,

Here then is the natural Limitation of the Ma-
giftrate’s Authority : He ought not to take what
no Man ought to” give ; nor exa@® what no Man
ought to perform: All he has is given him, and
thofe that gave it muft judge of the Application,
In Government there is no fuch Relation as Lord
and Slave, lawlets Will and blind Submiffion
por ought to be among®t Men: But the only Re-
Jation s that of Father and Children, Patron and
Client, Proteétion and Allegiance, Benefaftion
and Gratitude, mutual Affcétion and mutual Afe
fiftance,

So that the Nature of Government does not al-
ter the natural Right of Men to Liberty, which
in all political Socictics is alike their Due: But
fome Governments provide better than others for
the Sccurity and impartial Diftribution of that
Right. ‘I here has been always fuch a conflant
and certain Fund of Corsuption and Mal}gnity in
human Nature, that it has been rare to find that
Mun, whofe Views and Happinefs did not centeg
in the Gratification of his Apjpetites, and gorft
Agpetites, his Luxury, his Pride, his Avasice, and
Luft of Power; and who confidered agy publick
I rufdt repofed in i, with any other View, than
as the Means to fatiute fuch unruly and Jangerous

' Delises!
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Deiires! And this has been moft eminently true of
Jreat Men, and thofe who afpired to Dominion,
They were firlt made Great for the Sake of the
Putlick, and afterwards at its Expence, And it
they had been content to have been moderate T'ray-
tors, Mankind would have been flill moderately
happy ; but their Ambition and T'reafon obferving
1o Degreos, there was no Degree of Vilenefs and
Mifery which the poor People did not often feel,
The Appetites therefore of Men, efpecially of
Great Men, are carefully to be obferved and l{ay-
ed, or elfe they will never flay themfelves, The
Experience of every Age convirces us, that we
mut not judge of Men%ay what they ought to do,
but by what ‘they will do 3 and all Hiftory affords
but few Inftances of Men trufted with great Power
without abufing it, when with Security they could,
‘T'he Servants of Socicty, that is to fag, its Magi-
firates, did almoft uriverfully ferve it by feizing it,
felling ity or plundering it “efpecially ‘when they
were left by the Socicty unlimited as to their Dut?'
and Wages, Tn that Cafe thefe faithful Stewarls
gcncrally took ally and, being Servants, made
laves of their Mafters, i
For thefe Reafons, and convinced by woful and
eternal Experience, Socicties found it neceflary to
Jiy Reftraints upon their Magiftrates or publick
Servants, and to put Checks upon thofe who would
otherwife put Chains upon them; and therefore
thefe Socictics fet themfelves to medel and form
national Conftitutions with fuch Wifdom ard Aur,
that the publick Intereft fhould be confulted and
carricd cn at the fame Tlime, when thofe entrufted
with the Adminifiration of it were confuliing and
purfuirg tleir own,
Hence
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Hence grew the Diftin&ion between Arbitrary
and Free Governments : Not that more or lefs
Power was vefted in the one than in the other
not that either of them lay under lefs or more
Obligations, in Juftice, to protet their Subjeéls,
and l%udy their Eafe, Profperity, and Security, and
t» watch for the fame, But the Power and Sove-
reiznty of Magiftrates in free Countrics was fo qua-
Jified,” and fo divided into different Channcls, and
committed to the Direction of fo many different
Mecn, with different Interefts and Views, that the
Majority of them could feldom or never find their
Account in betraying their “I'ruft in fundamental
Inftances, Their Emulation, Envy, Fear, or
Inzereft, always made them Spies and Checks up-
on one another, By all which Means the People
have often come at the Heads of thofe who forfeit-
ed their Heads, by betraying the People,

In defpotick Governments Things went fag
otherwile, thofe Governments having been framed
otherwife ; if the fame could be called Govern.
ments, where the Rules of publick Power were
di@ated by private and lawlefs Luft; where Folly
and Madnels often fwayed the Scepter, and blind
Rage weilded the Sword, The whole Wealth of
the State, with its Civil or Military Power, being
in the Prince, the People could have no Remedy
but Death and Patience, while he opprefled them
by the Lump, and butchered them by Thoufands':
Unlefs perhaps the Ambition or perfonal Refent-
ments of fome of the Inftruments of his T'yranny
precured a Revolt, which rarcly mended their Cone
giii o,

‘I'lhie only Secret therefore in forming a Free
Government, is to make the Interefts of the Gos

' vernors
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vernors and of the Governed the fame, as far as
human Policy can contrive, Liberty cannot be
preferved any other Way,  Men have Jong found,
from the Weaknefs and Depravity of themfelves
and one another, that moft Men will a& for Inte-
reft againft Duty, as often as they dare, So that
to engage them to their Duty, Intereft muft be
linked to the Obfervance of it, and Danger to the
Breach of it. Pcrfonal Advantages and Sccurity,
muit be the Rewards of Duty and Obedience ; and
Difgrace, Torture, and Death, the Punithment
of Treachery and Corruption,

Human Wifdom has yet found out but one
certain Expedient to effeét thisy and that is, to
bave the Concerns of all direQed by all, as far as
poflibly can be : And where the Perfons interefted
are too numerous, or live too diftant to meet to-

ether on all Emergenciés, they muft moderate
ﬁecemty by Prudence, and a& by Deputies, whofe
Interet is the fame with their own, and whofe
Property is fo Intermingled with theirs, and fo en-
aged upon the fame Bottom, that Principals and
f)cputics nwft ftand and fall together, When the
Deputies thus adt fur their own Intereft, by alting
for the Intereft of their Principals ; when they can
make no Law but what they themfelves, and
their Poﬂcri!g muft be fubject to; when they
can give no ioncy, but what they muft pay their
Share of 3 when they can do no Milchief, but
what muft fall upon their own Heads in common
with their Countrymen ; their Principals may then
expeét good Laws, little Mifchicf, and much }ru-

ality, '
& Here therefore lies the great Point of Nicety and
Cuie in forming the Conflitution, that (l¢ l{’er-.
Ol
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fons entrufted and reprefenting, fhall either never
have any lntcreft detached from the Perfons en- .
trufting ‘and reprefented, or never the Meaus to
purfue it, Now to compafs this great Point cffec-
tually, no other Way is lcft, but one of thefe two,
or rather both namcly, to make the Deputics fo
numerous, that there may be no Poffibility of cor-
rupting the Majority ; ory by changing them fo
often, that there is no fufhicient T'ime to corrupt
them, and to carry the Ends of that Corruption,
T he Pecple may be very fure, that the major Purt
of their Deputics Leing honeft, will keep the reft
fo; and that they will all be honefty, when they
have no Temptations to be Knaves, :
We have fome Sketch of this Policy in the
Conflitution of our feveral great Companics, where
the General Coumrt, compofed of all it Members,
conflitutes the Legiflature, and the Confent of
that Court is the Santion of their Laws; and
where the Adminittration of their Aftairs is put
under the Conduct of a certain Number chofen
l?' the Whole, Here every Man concerned faw
the Neceflity of fecuring Pare of their Property,
by putting the Perfons entrufted under proper
Regulations; however remifs they may be in take-
ing Care of the Whole, And if Provifion had
been made, That, as a Third Part of the Di-
reors are to go out every Year, fo none fhould
flay in above Three, (as I am told was at firft
promifed) all Juggling with Courtiers, and raifing
great Eftates by Confederacy, at the Expence of
the Company, had, in a great Meafure, bcen pree
vented 3 though there were fill wanting other Li-
mitations, which might have efteCtually obviated

This
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‘This was the ancient Conftitution of Englnd :
Our Kings had ncither Revenucs large enough,
nor Offices gainful and numerous enougly in their
Difpofal, to corrupt any confiderable Number of
Members; nor any Force to frighten them, Be-
fides, the fame Parliament feldom or never met
twice: For, the ferving in it being found an Ofe
fice of Burthen, and not of Profit, it was thought
reafonable that all Men qualified dxould, in their
‘Turns, leave their Families and domeftick Cune
cerns, to ferve the Publick § and their Boroughs
bore their Charges, ‘The only Grievance then
was, that they were not called together often
cnoughy to redrefs the Grievances which the
l’copfc fuffered from the Court during their In-
termiflion: And therefore a3 Law was made In
+ Edward the 1114% "Time, ‘T hat Parliaments fhould
be holden once a Year,

But this Law, like the late Quecen’s Peace, did
not execute itfelf; and therefore the Court feldom
convened themy, but when they wanted Money,
or had other Purpofes of their own to ferve ; and
fometimes raifed Money without them : Which
arbitrary Procceding brought upon the Publick nue
merous Milchiefs 3 and, in the Reign of King
Charles the Itt, a long and bloody Civil War, In
that Reign an A& wus pafied, ‘T'hat they thould
meet of themfelves, if they were not called ac-
cording to the Direction of that Lawj which was
worthily repealed upon the Refloration of King
Charles the I1d: And in the fame kind Fit, a
great Revenue was given him for Life, and con-
tinued to his DBrother, By which Means thefe
Princes were enzbled to keep ftanding I'roops, to
corrupt Parliaments, or to live without them ; and

to
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to commit fuch AQs of Power as brought about,
and indeed forced the People upon the Jate happy
Revoluiien,  Soon after which a new A& was

afied, T'hat Parliaments fhould be rechofen once
in three Years: Which Law was alfo repealed,
upon his Majefty’s Accefion to the Throne, that
the prefent Parliament might have ‘T'ime to rectify
thofe Abufes which we laboured under, and to
make Regulations proper to prevent them A/l for
the future, A/ which has fince been happily ef-
fe@ed ; and, I blefs Gud, we are told, that the
People will have the Opportunity to thank them,
in another Eleiion, for their great Services to
their Country, T fhall be always ready, on my
Part, to do them Honour, aud pay them my
Acknowledgments, in the moft eftcétual Manner
in my Power, eweme But more of this in the fuc-
cecding Papers, =~

1 Tam, &, .

SarT u‘r,-j
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SATUKDAY, Jamary 13, 1721, No, 61,

o free Grernments are 1o be framed fi as to laf,
and bew they differ foom fuch s are arbitrary,

S TR,

'I‘H E moft reafonable Meaning that can be put

upon this Apothegm, that Firtue is its cwn
Reward, is, that it feldom meets with any other,
God himfelf, who having miade us, belt” knows
our Natures, does not truft to the intrinfick Ex-
cellence and native Beauty of Holinefs alone, to
engage us in its Interefts and Purfuits, but recom-
mends it to us by the flronger and more aﬁ'e&in{g
Motives of Rewards and Punithinents, No wife
Man, thercfore, will in any Inftance of Moment
truft to the mere Initegrity of another, The Ex-
perience of all Ages may convince us, that Men
when they are above Fear, grow for the moft
part above Honefty and Shame: And this is par-
ticalarly and certainly true of Socictics of Men,
when they are numerous enough to keep one an-
other in Countenance 3 for when the Weight of
- Infamy is divided amonglt many, no one finks
under his own Burthen,

Great Bodies of Men have feldom judged what
they ought to do, by any other Rule than what
they could do, What Nation is there that has
not opprefled any other, when the fame could
be done with Advantage and Security }  What
Party has ever had Regard to the Principles wh}i)ch

they
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they profefled, or ever reformed the Errors which
they condemned? What Company, or particular
Society of Merchants or “P'radcfinen, has ever
adted for the Intereft of general Tiade, though it
alwag's filled cheir Mouths in private Converfas
tion ,
. And yet Men, thus formed and qualified, are
; the Materials for Government,  For the Sake of
Men it is inftituted, by the Prudence of Men it
muft be conduéled j and the Art of political Me-
chanifm is, to erect a firm Building with fuch
crazy and corrupt Materials, The ftrongeft Ca-
bles are made out of loofe Hemp and Flax j the
World Itfelf may, with the Help of proper Ma-
chines, be moved by the Force of a fingle Hair
and fo may the Government of the World, as
well as the World itfel, But whatever Difcourfes
1 fhall hereafter make upon this great and ufeful
Subjeét, I fhall confine myflf in this Letter to
free monarchical Contlitutions alone, and to the
Applii‘arion of fome of the Principles Jaid down in
my latt,

yIt is chere faid, that when the Socicty confifts
of too many, or when they live too far apart to
be able to mect together, to take Care of their
own Affairs, they can no otherwife preferve their
Jiberties, than by choufing Deputics to reprefent
them, and to aét for them ; and that thefe Depu-
ties muit be either fo numcroug, that there cun be
no Means of currupting the Majority 3 or fo often
changed, that theie fhiall be no “Lime to do it fo
as to anfwer any End by doing it.  Without one
of thefe Regulations, or buth, [ lay it down as a
certain Maxiny i Politicks, that it is impoflible to
prefesve a fiee Governnent lgng. ,
' | think
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I think I may with great Modefty aflirm, that
in former Reigns the People of England found no
fufficient Sccurity in the Number of their Repres
fertatives, VWhat with the Crowd of Offices in
the Gift of the Crown, which were poflefled by
Men of no other Merit, nor held by any other
‘I'enure, but merely a Capacity to get into the
Houfe of Commons, and the Diflervice which
they could and would do their Country there
What with the Promifes and Expe&tations given
to others, who by Court-Influence, and often by
Ccurt-Money, carried their Ele@ions: What b
arttul Carefles, and the familiar and deceitful Ad-
drefles of great Men to weak Men: What with
luxurious Dinners, and Rivers of Burgundy, Chams
paign, and Tokay, thrown down the Throats of
Gluttons 3 and what with Penfions, and other per-
foral Giatifications, beftowed where Wind and
Smoke would not pafs for current Coin: What
wish Party Watch-Words and imaginary Terrors,
fpread among(t the drunken "Jquires, and the de-
luded and enthufiaftick Bigots, of dreadful Defigns
in Embris, to blow up the Church, and the Pro-
teftant Intereft; and fometimes with the Dread of
mizhty Invafions juft ready to break upon us from
the Man in the Moon: 1 fay, by all thefe cor-
supt Arts, the Reprefintatives of the Englih Peo-
ple, in former Reigns, have been brought to be-
tray the People, and to join with their Oppreflors,
So much are Men governed by artful Applicaticns
to their private Pafiions and l?:ntcrcﬂ. And it is
evident to me, that it ¢ver we have a weak or an
ambitious Prince, with a Miniflry like him, we
muit find out fone other Refources, or acquielce
in the Lofs of our Libertics, The Courfe and

“Vranfiency

-
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Tranfiency of human Affairs will not fuflce us to
live always under the prefent rightcous Adminiftra«

tion,
So that I can fee no Means in human Policy to
referve the publick Liberty and a monarchical
;'orm of Government together, but by the fre«
quent frefh Eletions of the Peoplc’s Deputics 3
“I'his is what the Writers in Politicks call Rota«
tion of Magiftracy, Men, when they firft enter
jnto Magiftracy, have often their former Condi-
tion before their Eyes: They remember what
they themfelves fuffered, -with their Fcllow-Sub-
jeéts, from the Abufe of Power, and how much
they blamed it § and fo their firft Purpofes are to
be humble, modeft,” and juft; and probably, for
fome "Fime, they continue fo, But the Pofleflion
of Powrr foon alters and viciates their Huarts,
which are at the fame time fire to be Jeavened, and
{mfﬂ'd up to an unmatural Size,” by the deceitful
ncenfe of falfe Friends, and by the proftrate Sub-
miflion of Parafites, Firft, they grow indifferent
to all their good Defigns, #hen drep them: Next,
they lofe their Moderation; afterwards, they ree
nounce all Meafures with their old Acquaintance
and old Principles ; and feeing themfelves in mag-
nifying Glafles, grow, in Conceit, a dificrent tpee
cics from their Fellow-Sulje@ls 3 and fo by too
fadden Degrees become inlolent, rapacious, and
tyrannical, ready to catch at all Mcans, often the
vileft and moft oppreflive, to raife their Fortunes
as high as their imaginary Greatnefs,  So that the
cnly Way to put tem “in_mind “of their former
Condirian, and confequently of the Conlition of
other People, is often to reduce them to it 5 and
to Jet others of cqual Capacitics fhare of I’owelr in
ther



‘#sg0 CATO's LETTERS

their T'urn s This alfo is the only Way to qualify
Men, and make them equally fit for Dominion
anJ Subjeltion, '

A Rotation therefore, in Power and Magiftrd-
¢y, is eficatially ncceflary to a free Government:
It is indecd the Thing itlelf ; and conflitytes, ani-
mates, and informs it, as much as the Soul conftie
tutes the Man, [t is a Thing facred and invio-
latle, where-cver Liberty is thought facred; nor
can it ever be committed to the Difpofal of thofe
who are trufled with the Prefervation of National
Conflitutions: For though they may have the
Power to model it for the publick Advantage, and
for the more cffcCtual Security of that Right ; yet
* they can have none to give it up, or, which is the

fame ‘I'hing, to make it ufelefs,

’I'he Conftitution of a limited Monarchy, is
the joint Concurrence of the Crown and of the
Nobles (without whom it cannot fubfift) and of
the Body of the People, to make Laws for the
common Bénefit of the Subjety and where the
People, through Number or Diftance, cannot
mect, they muit fend Deputies to fpeak in their

Names, and to attend upon their Intereft: Thefe
Deputies therefore act by, under, and in Subfer.
viency to the Conftitution, and have not a Power.
above it and over i,

In Hilland, and fome other free Countrics, the
States are often obliged to confule their Principals 5
and, in fome Inftances, ous own Parliaments
hare declined entering upon Queflions of Impor-
tance, till they had gone into the Country, and
known the Scatiments of thofe that fent them
as in all Cafes they ought to confult their Jucli-
nations as well as their Intereft, Who will f;cy,

' that
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that the Rump, or Fag-cnd of the Long Parlia-
ment of Forty-One, had any Right to expel fuch
Members as they did not like? Or to watch for
their Ablence, that they might feize to themfelves,
or give up to any body elfe, the Right of thofe
from whofe Confidence and Credulity they derived
the Authority which they adted by 2

With ‘T hanks to God, I own, that we have s
Prince fo fenfible of this Right, and who owes
his Crown fo intitely to the Principles Jaid down,
and I think fully proved in thefe Letters ; that it
is impoffible to fufpect, cither from his [nclinations,
his Intereft, or his known Juftice, that he fhould
ever fall into any Meafures to deftroy that People,
who have given him his Crown, and fupported
him in it with fo much Generofity and Expence
or that he thould undermine, by that Means, the
Ground upon which lic ftands, I do therefore the
lefs regard the idle Sufpicions and Calumnics of
difaffeéted Men, who would furmife, that a De.
fign is yet on Koot to continue this Parliament 4
em— a Refledtion the moft impudent and invidious
that can be thrown upon his Majetty, his Mini-
flers, o his Two Houfes; and a Reflection that
can come from none but profeficd, or at lealt from
concealed, Facobites, . .

It is no Jefs than an Infinuation, that our moft
excellent Sovereign King George has a Diflruft of
his faithful Subjets 3 that he will refufe them the
Means f their own Prefcevation, and the Prefer-
vation of that Conflitution which they chofe him
to preferve ; that he will fhut his Ears againft tieie
modeft, juft, and dutiful Complaints; and that he
apprehends Danger from meeting them in a New
and Free-chofen Parfament,  “Ihis is contrary to

Vou. Il L the



241 CATO's LETTERS.

the Tenor of his whole Lifc and AQions ; whd,
as he has received T hree Crowns from their Gift,
fo he lies under all the ‘Ties of Generofity, Grati-
tude, and Duty, to cherifh and proteét them, and
to make them always great, free, and happy.

It is a moft fcandalous Calumny upon his faithe
ful Scrvants, to fuggeft that any of them, cone
fcious of Guilt and Crimes, fearcd any thing from
the moft frict and rigorous Infpeétion Into their
Procecdings,  Some of them have already flood
the Rery “I'iial, and come off triumphant with ge-
neral Approbation, T hey have, befides, the Ad-
vantagze of his Majefty’s moft gracious Pardon,
whizh they did not want, and which was not paf-
fed for their Sakes, W ho therefore can fufpeét, that
Patriots fo uncorrupt, fo prudent, and fo popular,
will dithonour their Mafter, give up the Conftitu-
tion, ruin their Country, and render themfelves
the Objeéts of univerfzl Scorn, Deteftation, and
Curfes, by advifing the moft odious, dangcrous,
and deftrudlive Mccafures, that ever Counfellors
gave a Prince?

It is a moft ungrateful Return to our illuflrious
Reprefentatives, to fuggeft, that Men who have
lett their domeftick Concerns to ferve their Coun-
try ut their own Expence, and without any per-
fonz] Advitntazes, and have beflowed their La-
bours upon the Publick for a much longer ‘['ime
than their Principals had at firlt a Right to expect
from themy and have, during all that "Lime,
been rectilying the Abufes which have crept into
our Conflitution 3 and have aflifled his Majefty in
goit @ through two very ufeful and neceflary Wars,
and have regulated our Finances, and the Expence
of our Guards and Garrifuns, and correted many

Abufes
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Abufes in the Flect and the Civil Adminiftration §
and have taken cffecCtual Vengeance of all thofe
who were concerned in promotings procuring,
siding, or aflifting the late dreadful Sourh-Sea Pro-
3 e« [ fay, after fo many Things done b
them for the publick Honour and Profperity, it is
_ the bafeft Ingratitude to furmife, that any of them
would give up that Conflitution which they were
;hoﬁ:n, and have taken fo much Pains, to pre-
erve,

"I do indced confefs, if any Invafion were to be
feared from Mufiny, Meckienburg, Spain, or Ci-
vita Vecchia y if new Provinces were to be obtained
Abroad, new Armies to be raifed, or ncw Flects
to be equipped, upon warlike Expeditions ; if new
Provifion were wanting for the Civil Litt, and
new Taxes to be levied, or new Companies to_ be
eredled to pay oft the publick Debts s if the Uni-
verfities were to be farther regulated, or any In-
fpection were neceffary into the Increafe of Fees
and Exa&ions of Civil Officers; if there were
the leatt Ground to fufpect Bribery or Corruption
in a Place where it fhould not be; or if there
were any new Project on Foot to banith tyranni-
cal and popifth Principles far out of the Land ; I
fay, that in fuch a Scene of Affairs, I dare not be
altogether fo pofitive in my Aflertion, that we
ought to venture, and at all Events to leave to
Chance, that which we are in Poflefion of already,
w= But as we are at prefent in the happy Statc of
Indolence and Security, at Peace wn{n all the
World and our own Confciences; as little more
Money can be raifed from the People, moft of it
b:ing ‘already in Hands, which, according to the
Rules .of good Policy, unite Dominion and Pro.

' L perty
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1ty 3 as our Benefators too are generous and

nourable, our Boroughs not infenfible or un-
grateful, nor the Countics themfelves inexorable to
fhining Merit: So it js much to be hoped, that
ancthgr Parliament may be chofen equally defervee
ing, and as zealous for the publick Interefty or, at
worft, there are honeft and tried Meafures at Hand
which will undoubtedly make them fo, And I
offer this as a conclufive, and I think a moft con-
vincing, Argument, that the Kingdom will be
obliged with a new Elettion, o

T Iam, &e,

SATURDAY, Jonuary 20, 1723, No, 63,

An Enguiry into the Nature and Extent of Lilerty
with ity Lovelinefs and Advantages, and the vf‘
Effects of Shrrry, .
§ IR,

IHavc fhewn, in a late Paper, wherein confifty
she Difference between Free and Arbitrary Gos

veraments, as to their Frame and Conflitution

and in this and the following, 1 fhall thew thcir
difterent Spirit and Fffccts, Bue fust I thall thew
wherein Liberty itlelf confifts,

Bys Liberty, I underftand the Power which
every Man has over his own Actions, and his
Right to enjoy the Fruit of his Labour, Art, and
Luduttry, as far as by it Le hurts not the Soticty,
or any Menbers of ity by taking from any Mem-
bery o by hindesing him trym enjoying what he

himfelf
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hifelf enjoys. - ‘The Fruits of a Man's honeft
Induftry are the juft Rewards of it, afcertained to
hith by natural and eternal Equity, as is his Title
to ufe theth in the Manner which he thinks fic:
And thus, with the above Limitations, every Man
is fole Loord and Arbiter of his own private AQions
and Property,e=meA Charaller of which no Man
living can divelt him but by Ufurpation, or his -
own Confent. ©

The entering into political Society, is fo far
from a Departure from his natural Right, that to
preferve it was the fole Reafon why Men did fo 3
and mutual ProteQion and Afliftance is the only
geafonable Purpofe of all reafonable Societies, To
make fuch Prote®ion practicable, Magittracy was
formed, with Power to defend the Innocent from
Violence, and to punifh thofe that offered it; nor
can there be any other Pretence for Magiﬂuchin
the World, In order to this good End, the Ma-
giftrate is intrufted with conduting and a;j;lyin
the united Force of the Community 3 and wit
cxa&i:g fuch a Share of cvery Man’s Property, as
is ncceflary to preferve the Whole, and to defend
every Man and his Property from foreign and do-
meftick Injuries, ‘T'hele are Boundarics of the
Power of the Magiftrate, who deferts his Func.
tion whenever he breaks them. By the Laws of
8ociety,  he is more limited and refirained than
any Man amongit them ; fince, while they are
ablolutely free in all their A&ins, which purely
concern themfelvess all his Aétions, as a publick
Perfon, being for the Sake of the Society, muft
refer to ity and anfwer the Ends of it,

. It is a miftaken Notion in Government, that
the Interelt of the Majority is only to be confulted,
L C fince
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fince in Socicty every Man has a Right to every
Man’s Afitance in the Enjoyment and Defence
of his private Property 3 otherwife the greater
Number may fell the lefler, and divide their Kftates
among(t themfelves ; arid fo, inftead of a Soclety,
wkhere all peaceable Men are proteted, become
a Confpiracy of the Many againft_the Minority,
With as much Equity may one Man .wantonly
difpole of all, and Violence may be fandificd by
nere Power,

Aad it is as foolith to fay, that Government
Is concerned to meddle with the private Thoughts
and A&ions of Men, while they injure neither .
the Society, nor any of its Members, Every Man .
lsy in Nature and Reafon, the Judge and Difpo-
fer of his own domeftick Affairs ; and, dccords
ing to the Rules of Religion and Equity, every
Man mutt carry his own Confcience, So that
reither has the  Magiftrate a Right to direct the
private Behaviour of Menj nor has the Magi.
ftrate, or any body clfe, any manner of Power to
snodel People’s Speculations, no more than their
Dréams,  Government being intended to proteét
Men from the Injurics of one another, and not to
direCt them in their own Affairs, in which no one
is interefted but themfelves; it is plain, that their
“I’houghts and domeftick Concerns are exempted
intirely from its Jurifdi@ion: In Truth, Mens
"Vhoughts are not fubjet to their own Jurifdic-
tion,

Idiots and Lunaticks indced, who cannot take
Care of themfelves, muft be taken Care of by |
others; But whilt Men have their five Senfes, 1
cannot fee what the Magiftrate has to do with
Actions by which the Socicty cannot be affelted d’

an
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and where he meddles with fuch, he meddles im-
pertinently or Niy;nnniully. Muft she Magiftrate
tic up every Man’s Legs, becaufo fome Men fall
into Ditches? Or, muft he pug out their Eyes,
becaufe with them they fee lying Vanitics 2 Or,
would it become the Wifdom and Care of Gover-
nors to cftablith a travelling Society, to prevent
People, by a proper Confinement, from throwing
themfclves into Wells, or over Precipices ? Or to
endow a Fraternity of Phyficians and Surgeons all
over the Nation, "to take Care of their Subjels
Health, without being confulted ; and to vomit,
bleed, purge, and fcarify them at Pleafure, whe-
ther they would or no, ‘juft as thefe eftablithed
Judges of Health fbould ‘think fit? If this were
the Cafe, what'a Stir and Fubbub fhould we foop
fee kopt about the eftablithed Potions and Lancets?
Every Man, Woran, or Child, though ever fo -
healt g; muft be a Patient, or woe be to them |
The beft Dict and Medicines would foon grow
pernicious from any other Hand ; and their Pills
alone, however ridiculous, infufhicicnt, or diftafte-
ful, would be attended with a Blefling.

Let People alone, and they will take Care of
themfelves, and do it beft 3 and it tivy do not, a
fuficient Punifiment will follow their Neglect,
without the Magiftrate’s Interpofition and Penal-
tics, It is plain, that fuch bufy Care and officious
Intrufion into the perfonal Affairs, or private
A&ions, Thougbts, and Imaginations of Men,
has in it more Craft than Kindacfs ; and is only
a Device to miflcad People, and pick their Pock-
cts, under the falfe Pretence of the publick and
their private Good, T'o quarrel ‘with any Man
for his Opinions, Humours, or the Fafhion of his

Lg¢ Clothes,
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Clothes, is an Offence taken without being given,
What is it to a Magiftrate how I wafh my Hands.
or cut my Corns; what Fathion or Colours i ,
wear, or what Notions I entertain, or what Ge-
flures I ufe, or what Words 1 pronounce, when
they pleafe me, and do him and m( Neigbbour
no Hurt? As well may he determine the Co-
bour of my Hair, and controul my Shape and Fea-
tures,

True and impartial Liberty is therefore the
Right of every Man to purfue the natural, rea-
fonab'e, and religious Ditates of his own Mind 3
to think what he will, arid a& as he thinks, pro-
vided he a&s not to the Prcjudice of anotherj to
fpend his own Money himfelf, and lay out the
Produce of his Labour his own Way } and to la-
bour for his own Pleafure and Profit, and not for
others who are idle, and would live ‘and riot by
filhiing and opprefling him, and thofe that ase
ike him, .

So that Civil Government is only & partial Re-
firaint put by the Laws of Agreement and Society
upon natural and abfolute Liberty, which might
otherwife grow licentious: And Tyranny is an
unlimited Reftraint put vpon natural Liberty, b
the Will of one or & few, Magiftracy, among
a free People, is the Exercife of Power for the
Sake of the People; and T'yrants abufe the People,
for the Sake of Power, Free Government is the
ﬁrotcaing the People in their Liberties by ftated

ules: ‘I'yranny is a brutifh Struggle for unlimited
Liberty to one or a few, who would sob all others
(ir {c‘heir Literty, and a& by no Rule but lawlefs

uft, AR A

So
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So much for an Idea of Civil Liberty, I will
now 1dd a Word or two, to thew how much it is
the Delight and Paffion of Mankind ; and then
fhew its Advantages,

- ‘The Love of Liberty is an Appctite fo firongly
implanted in the Nature of all Living Creatures,
that even the Appetite of Sclf-prefervation, which
is allowed to be the ftrongeft, feems to be cone
tained in it ; fince by the Means of Liberty they
enjoy the Means of prefcrvinhtbemfelm, and of
fatisfying their Defires in the Manner which the
themfelves choofe and like beft, Many Anima
<an ncver be tamed, but feel the Bitternefs of Re-
ftraint in the midft of the kindeft Ufage ; and ra-
ther than bear it, grieve and flarve themfelves to
Death; and fome beat out their Brains againft their
Prifons,

Where Liberty is loft, Life grows precarious,
always miferable, often intolerable, . Liberty is, to
live upon one’s own Terms ; Slavelz is, to liveat
the mere Mercy of another 3 and a Life of Slavery
is, to thofe who can bear it, a continual State of
Uncertainty and Wretchednefs, often an Appre-
henfion of Violence, often the lingering Dread of
a violent Death: But by others, when no other
Remedy is to be had, Death is reckoned a good
one, . And thus, to many Men, and to many,
other Creatures as well as Men, the Love of Li-
berty is beyond the Love of Life, ,

'{"hio Paflion for Libenlin Men, and their Pof~ -

_feffon of it, Is of that Efficacy and Importance,
that it feems the Parent of all the. Virtues: And,
therefore in free Countries there feems to be an.
other Species of Mankind, than is to be found.
under Tyrants, Small Armics of Greeds and Ros-

Lgs ans ;
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man; defpifed the greateft Hofts of Slaves; and a2
Maillion of Slaves have been fornétimes beaten and
conquered by a few Thoufand Freemen, Info-
much that the Difference fcemed greater between
them than between Men and Sheep, It was there-
fore well faid by Lucullus, when,  being about to
engage the great King Tigraves’s Army, he was
told by fome of his Officers, how prodigious great
the ame was, confifling of between Three and
Fout Hundred Thoufand Men :  No matter, faid
that brave Roman, drawing up his little Army of
Fourteen Thoufand, but Foyrteen ‘Thoufand Ro-
man: ¢ No matter s the Lien never enquives into the
Number Of the Skeep, And thefe Royal T roops
proved no better; for the Romans had hitle ¢lfe to
do but to kill and purfue; which yet they could
fcarce do for laughing § fo much more were they
diverted than animated by the ridiculous Dread and
fudden Flight of thefe Imperial Slaves and Royal
Cowards, , ‘
Men eternally cowed and opprefled by haughty
and infolent Governors, made bafe themfelves by
the Bafenefs of that Sort of Government, and bes
com Slaves by ruling over Slaves, want Spirit and
Souls to meet in the Field Freemen, who feorn Op-
prefturs, and are their own Governors, or at leaft
mea'uze 2nd direé the Power of their Governors,
Eiucation alters Nature, and becontes ftronger,
- Slevery, while it continues, being a perpetual Awe
upon the Spirits, deprefles them, and finks natural
Courage ; and Want and Fear, the Concemitants
of Bondage, always produce Defpondency and
taferels ; Nor will Men in Bonds ever fight brave.
ly, tut to be free,  Limleed, what elfe fhould they
ipht for 5 fince every Viclory that they gain for a
Fyraut,
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Tyrant, makes them poorer and fewer ; and, in-
creafing his Pride, increafes his Cruclty, with thelr
own Mifery and Chains?

‘Thofe, who, from Terror and Delufion, the
frequent Caufes and certain Effc@s of Scrvitude,
come to think their Governors greater than Men,
as they find them worfe, will be as apt to think
themfelves Jefs : And when the Head and the
Heart are thus both gone, the Hands will fignify
liele, They who aré ufed like Beafts, will be
apt to degenerate into Beafts, But thofe, on the
contrary, who, by the Freedom of their Govern-
ment and Education, are taught and accuftomed
to think frecly of Men and Things, find, by com-
paring one Man with another, that all Men are
naturally alike; and that their Governors, as the
have the fame Face, Conftitution, and Shape wit
themfelves, and are fubje to' the fame Sicknefsy
Accidents, and Death, with the meaneft of their
People ; fo they poflefs the fame Paffions and Fa-
cultics of the Mind which their Subje@s poflcfs,
and not better, They therefore foorn to degrade
and proftrate themfelves, to adore thofe of their
own Species, however covered with Titles, and
difguifed by Power: "They confider them as their
own Creatures; and, as far as they furmount
themfelves, the Work of their own Hands, and
only the chief Servants of the State, who have no
more Power to do Evil than one of themfelves,
and are void of every Privilege and Superiority,
but to ferve them and the State. They know it
to be a Contradiction in Religion and Reafon, for
any Man to have a Right to do Evil; that not to
rehft any Man’s Wickednefs, is to encourage it ;
and that they have the leaft Reafon to bear Evit

snd
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and Oppreflion from thelr Governors, who of aX
‘Men are the moft obliged to do them Good. They
therefore detelt Slavery, and defpife or pity Slaves;
and, aduring Liberty alone, as they who fee s
Beauty and feel its Advantages always will, it is
no Wonder that they are brave for it, .
~ Indeed Libexty isthe divine Source of all human
Happines. To yoﬁ'efs, in Security, the Effe&ts
of our Induftry, is the moft powerful and reafon-
able Incitement to be induftrious: And to be able
to provide for our Children, and to leave them all
that we have, is the beft Motive to beges them,
But where Property is precarious, Labour will
languifh. The Privileges of thinking, faying,
and doing what we pleafe, and of growing as
rich as we can, without any other Reftriction,
than that by all this we hust not the Publick, nor
one another, are the glorious Privileges of Liberty;
gn}i its Effc@s, to live in Fiecdom, Plenty, and
afety, - N :
’I‘}},.efe are Privileges that increafe Mankind,
and the Happinefs of Mankind, And therefore
Countries are generally peopled in Proportion as
they are free, and are certainly happy in that Pro-
portion: And upon_the fame Trat of Land that
would maintain a Hundred Thoufand Freemen in
Plenty, Five Fhoufand Slaves would ftarve. . In
lealy, feriile Jtaly, Men dic fometimes of Hunger
amongft the Sheaves, and in a plentiful Har.
veity for what they fow and reap is none of their
own; and their cruel and greedy Governors,
who live by the Labour of their wretched Vaffals,
do not fufler them to eat the Bread of their own
Ean'ng, nor to fuflain thicis Lives with their own

Hande. o
Liberty
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. Liberty naturally draws new People to it, as
well as increafcs the old Stock ; and Men as natu-
rally run when they dare from Slavery and Wretch-
ednefs, whitherfoever they can help themfelves,
~ \.,,B:,nce great Cities lofing their Liberty become

farts, and lictle Towns by Liberty wa gteat
Citics 3 as will be fully proved before I have gone
through this Argument. I will not deny, but that
there are fome great Cities of Slaves: But fuch are
only Imperial Citics, and the Seats of great Princes,
who draw the Wealth of a Continent to their Ca-
pital, the Center of their Treafure and Luxury,
Babylen, /a;io;b, Sl'l;{/da, and gf.fcxaﬂa’n;a:’ were great
Cities ed b rants; but ed partly b
F orcc,p;:‘r)tl byy theyabove Reafc‘:,)p and ';anf:r b)’r
Grants and Indulgencies. ‘Their Power, great and
boundlefs as it was, could not alone le their
Cities; but they were forced to foften Authority by
Kindnefs; and bavingbbumght the Inhabitants to-
gether by Force, and by driving them Captive like
Cattle, could not kecp them together, without be-
flowing on them many Privileges, to encourage
the firft Inhabitants to ftay, and to invite mose to
come,

T his was a Confeflion in thofe Tyrants, that
their Power was mifchievous and unjuft; fince they
could not ere& one great City, and make it flou-
sith, without renouncing in a great meafure their
Power over ity which, by granting it thefe Privi-
leges, in Efi& they did, "Thefe Privileges were
fixed Laws, by which the Trade and Induftry of
the Citizens was encouraged, and their Lives and
Propertics afcertained and proteéted, and no longer
fubjecled to the Laws of mere Will and Pheafure ;
Aud therefore, while thefe fice Cities, enjoying

‘ their
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their own Liberties and Laws, flourith under them ;

the Provinces were miferably baraffed, pillaged,

di?opled, and impoverifhed, and the Inhabitants

eé( aufted, ftarved, butchered, and carricd away
aptive,

’!;‘his fhews that all Civil Happinefs and Profpe-
rity is infeparable from Liberty ; and that T'yranny
cannot make Men, or Societics of Men, happy,
without departing from its Nature, and giving them
Privileges inconfiftent with Tyranny, And here is
an unanfwerable Argument, amongft a Thoufand
others, againft abfulute Power in a fingle Man,
Nor is there one Way in the World to give Hap-
pines to Communities, but by fheltering them
under certain and exprefs Laws, irrevocable at

-any Man’s Pleafure, '

"There is not, nor can be, any Security for a
Peuple to truft to the mere Will of one, who,
whi?e his Will is his Law, cannot protet theny
if ke would, The Number of Sycophants and
wicked Counfellors, that he will always and ne-
ceffarily have about him, will defeat all his good
Intentions, by reprefenting T hinﬁs falfly, and

Perfons malicicufly ; by fuggefting Danger where
it is not, and urging Neceflity where there is
nonc ; by filling their own Coflers, under Colour
of filling his, and by raifing Morey for themfelves,
Eretending the publick Exigencies of the Statc;

y facrificing particular Men to their own Re-
venge, ander Pretence of publick Security ; and
by engaging him and his People in dangerous and
deftrultive Wars, for their own Profit or Fame
by throwing "publick Affzirs into perpetual Confu-
f:ony to prevent an Enguiry into their own Beha-
viour 5 and by making him Jealous of his I'c'»p’ed,

an

1
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and his People of him, on purpofe to manige and
B ead borh Sides, " EE ¢

By all thefe, and many more wicked Arts, they
will be conftantly leading him into cruel and op-
preflive Meafures, deftrultive to his People, fcan-
dalous and dangerous to himfelf; but entirely agrec-
able to their own Spirit and Defigns. ’l‘}yaus will
they commit all Wickednefs by their Mafter’s Au-
thority, againft his Inclinations, and grow rich by
the People’s Poverty, without his Knowledge ; and
the Royal Authority will be firft 2 Warrane for
Opprefiion, afterwards a Protetion from the Pu-
pifiment due to it. For, in fhort, the Power of
Prinices is often little elfe but a ftalking Horfe to
the Intrigues and Ambition of their Minifter.

But ifg the Difpofition of fuch a Prince be evil,
what muft be the forlorn Condition of his People,
and what Door of Hope can remain for common
Proteition! T he beft Princes have often evil Coun-
fellors, the Bad will have no other: Andinfucha
Cafe, what Bounds can be fet to their Fury, and
to the Havock they will make? The Inftruments
and Advifers of Tyranny and Depredation always
thrive beft 4nd are’ neareft their Ends, when De-

redation and ‘Tyranny run highet: When moft
is plundered from the People, their Share is great-
eft; v* may therefore fuppofe every Evil will befel
fuch a People, without fuppofing extravagantly, No
Happinefs, no Security, but certain-Mifery, and &
vile and precarious Life, are the blefled "Terms of
fuch a Government — A Government which ne-
ceflarily introduces all Evils, and from the fame
Neceflity neither muft nor can redrels any,

“I'he Nature of his Fducation, bred up as he
ever is in pespetual Flattery, makes him haught)‘;

an
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and ignorant; and the Nature of his Government,
which fubfifts by brutith Severity and Oppreffion,
makes him cruel. He is inacceflible, but by his
Minifters, whofe Study and Intereft will be to keep
him from knowing of helping the State of his mi-
ferable People. T'heir Mafter’s Knowledge in' his
own Affairs, would break in upon their Scheme
arid Power ; they are not likely to Jay before him
Reprefentations of Grievances caufed by them-
felves 3 nor, if they be the Effets of his own Bare
barity and Command, will he hear them, -

Even where abfolute Princes are not Tyrants,
there Minifters will be Tyrants,” But it is indeed
impoffible for an arbitrary Prince to be otherwife,
fince Oppreflion is abfolutely neceflary to his being
fo. Without giving his People Liberty, he cannot
make them happy ; and by giving them Liberty,
he gives up his own Power, So that to be and
continue arbitrary, he is doomed to bo a Tyrant
in his own Defence, The Opprefion ot the
People, Corruption, wicked Counfellors, and perni~
cious Maxims in the Court, and eveg' where Bafe-.
nefs, Ignorance, and Chains,  muft fupport. Ty-- .
ranny, of it cannot be fupported. - So that in fuch
Governments there are inevitable Grievances, with
out poffible Redrefs; Mifery, without Mitigztion.
or Remedy ; whatever is good for the Pec;'s, is
bad for their Governors 5 and what is good for the
Govc(r;\ors, is pernicious to the People,

Tam, &e..

SATUR.
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SATURDAY, Jemuary 27, 1731, No, 63,

Civil Liberty produces all Civil Blefingsy, and how 3
" with the baneful Nature of Tyranny.

S IR,
I Go on with my Confiderations :ron Liberty, to
fhew that all Civil Virtue and Happinefs, every

moral Excellency, all Politenc(s, all good Arts
and Sciences, are produced by Liberty 3 and that
all Wickednefs, Bafenefs, and Mifery, are imme.
diately and neceflarily produced by Tyranny g
whicz being founded upon the Deftrullion of
every thing that is valuable, defirable, and noble,
muft fubfift upon Means fuitable to its Nature, and
remain in everlatting Enmity to all Goodnefs and
every human Blefling. ,

By the Eftablifhment of Liberty, a due Diftri-
bution of Property and an equal Diftribution of
Juftice is eftablifhed and fecured. As Rapine is
the Child of Oppreflion, Juftice is the Offspring
of Liberty, and her Handmaid ; it is the Guardian
of Innocence, and the Terror of Vice: And whea -
Fame, Honour, and Advantages, are the Re-
wards of Virtue, fhe will be courted for the Dower
which fhe brings ; otherwife, like Beauty without
Wealth, fhe may be praifed, but morc probably
will be calumniated, envied, and very often perfe-
cuted ; while Vice, when it is gainful, like rich
Deformity and &rofperous Folly, will be admired .
and purfued, here Virtue is all her own Re-
ward, fhe will be feldom thought any; apd ki‘lvl

w



258 CATO's LETTERS,.

will buy That for a great Price, which will fll for
none.  So that Virtue, to be followed, muft be
endowed, and her Credit is beft fecured by her In-
tereft; that is, fhe muft be firengthened and re-
commended by the publick Laws, and embellifhed
by publick Encouragements, or elfc fhe will bt
fligkted and fhunned, :

Now the Laws which encourage and increafe
Virtue, are the fixed Laws of general and impar-
tial Liberty 5 Laws, which being the Rule of
every Man’s A&ions, and the Meafure of every’
Man’s Power, make Honelty and Equity their '
Intereft, Where Liberty is thoroughly eftablifhed,
and its Laws equally exccuted, every Man will
find his Account in doing as he would be done un-
to, and no Man will take from another what he
would not part with himfelf: Honour and Ad-
vantage will follow the Upright, Punithment over-
. take the Oppreflor, T'he Property of the Poor
will be as facred as the Privileges of the Prince,
and the Law will be the only Bulwark .of soth,
Every Man’s honett Induftry and vfeful Talents,
while they are employed for the Publick, will be
employed for himfelf; and while he ferves him-
felfy he will ferve the Publick: Publick and pri-
vate Intereft will fecure each other § all will chear-
fully give a Part to fecure the Whole, and be brave
to defend it,

" Thefe certain Laws therefore are the only cer-
tain Beginnings and Caufes of Honefty und Virtue
amongft Men, There may be other Motives, [
own j but fuch as only fw? particular Mcen, few
cnough, God knows: And univerfal Experience
has fhewn us, that.they are not generally prevail-
ing, and ncver to be depended wpon, Now Ithk

aws
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Laws are to be produced by Libenty alone, and
only by fuch Laws can Liberty be fecured and ine
creafed: And (o shake Laws certainly good, they
muft be made by mutual Agreement, and have for
their End the general Intereft,
~ But Tyranny muft fland upon Force; and
the Laws of Tyranny being only the fickle Will
and unﬂeadé Appctite of one Man, which ma
vary every Hour ; there can be no fettled Rule
of Right or Wrong in the variable Humours and
fudden Paflions of a Tyrant, who, though he
may fometimes punith Crimes, - perhaps more out
of Rage than Juftice, will be much more likely
to perfecute and opprefs Innocence, and to deftroy
Thoufands cruelly, for one that he protelts juftly,
‘There are Inftances of Princes, who, being out of
Humour with a Favourite, have put to Death all
that fpoke well of him, and afterwards all that
did not: Of Princes, who put fome of their Mi-
nifters to Death, for ufing one or two of their
Barbers and Buffoons ilt; as they did others of
theie Minifters, for ufing & whole Country well ;
Of Princes, who have deftroyed a whole People,
for the Crimes or Virtucs of one Man ; and who,
having killed & Minion in a Paffion, have, to re-
venge themfelves upon thefe who had not pro-
voked them, deftroyed, in the fame unreafonable
Fury, & Hundred of their Servants who had no
Hand in i¢, as well as all that had; who yet
would have been deftroyed, had they not done it:
Of Princes, who have deftroyed Millions in fin-
gle mad Proje@s and Expeditions :  Of Princes,
who have given up Citics and. Provinces to the
Revenge or Avarice of a vile Woman or Eunuch,
to be plundered, or maflacred, or burned, as he
: 121
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or fhe thought fit to diretk: Of Prioces, who; to.f
g:atify the Ambition and Rapine of a few forsf’

rvants, have loft the Hearty of their'whole Peos

le, and detached themfelves from their good Sub- -

@, to proteét thefe Men in_their loiquity, who -
yet ﬂad one them no other Service, but that of
deflroying their Reputation, and fhaking their
‘Throne, ‘ ]
~ Such are arbitrary Princes, whofe Laws are
nothing but fudden Fury, or lafling Folly and
Wickednefs in uncertain Shapes, === Hopeful
Rules ghefe, for the governing of Mankind, -and ¢
making them happy! Rulcs which are none, fince
they cannot be depended upon for a Momenty
and generally change for the worfe, if that can be,
A Subjet worth Twenty Thoufand Pounds to
Day, “may, by a fudden Edict iffued by the dark
Counfel of a Traytor, be a_Beggar to Morrow,
and lofe his Life without forfeiting the fame. The
Property of a whole Kingdom fhall be great, or
little, or none, juft at the Mercy of a Sccretary’s
Pen, guided by a Child, or a Dotard, or a foolifh
" Woman, or a favourite Buffoon, or a Gamefter,
or whoever is uppermoft for the Day 3 the next
Day fhall alter entircly the Yefterday’s Scheme,
though not for the better 3 and the fame Men, in
different Humours, fhall be the Authors of , both,
Thus in arbitrary Countries, a Law aged Two
Days is an old Law; and no Law is fuffered to
_be a ftanding Law, but fuch as are found by long
Experience to be fo very bad, and fo thoroughly
deftru&ive, that human Malice, and all the Arts
of a Tyrant’s Court, cannot make them worfe.
e A Court which never ceafeth to fqueeze, kill,
and opprefs, till it has wound up human Mifc}r\y {,o

lg »
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bigh, that it will go no further, “This is (o much
Fad, that I sppeal to all Hiftoly and Travels,
and to thofe thmad them, whether in arbitrar
Countries, both in Exrope and out of it, the People
do not grow daily thinner, and their Mifery
greater 5 and whether Countries are -not peopled
and rich, in Proportion to the Liberty which they
cnjoy and allow, ‘ o

It has been long my Opinion, and is more
and nicre fo, that in flavith Countries the People
muft cither throw off their crucl and deftroying
Government, and fet vp another in its Room,
or in fome Ages the Race of Mankind there will
be extin®, Indeed, if it had not been for free
States, that have repaired and prevented in man
Places the Mifchiefs done by Tyrants, the Eart
had been long fince a Defart, as the fineft Couns
tries in it are at this Day by that Means, The
Gardens of the World, the fruitful and lovely
Countries of the lower Aja, filled formerly by
Liberty with People, Politenefs, and Plenty, are
now glorioufly led with Owls and Grafhop-
persy and perhaps bere and there, at vaft Diftan-
ces, with Inhabitants not more valuable, and lefs
happy 5 & few dirty Huts of Slaves groaning, flarv-
ing, and }xtiﬂming, under the fatherly Protettion
of the Sultan, a Prince of the moft Oithodox
Standard, '

The Laws - therefore of Tyrants are not Laws,
but wild A&s of Will, counfelled by Rage or
Folly, and executed by Dragoons, And as thefe
Laws are evil, all Sorts of Evil muft concur to
fupport them.  While the People have common
Seufe keft, they will cafily fe whether they are

Juitly’
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juftly governcd,® and well or ill ufed ; whether they
ate protefted or plundered: They will know that -
no Man ought to be the Direor of the Affairs of
All, without their Confent 3 that no Confent can
ive him unlimited Power over their Bodies and
finds; and that the Laws of Nature can never
be entirely abrogated by pofitive Laws ; but that,
on the contrary, the entering into Society, and
becoming fubjeét to Government, is only the part-
ing with natural Liberty, in fome Inftances, to be
roteted in the Enjoyment of it in others,

So that for any Man to have arbitrary Power,
he muft have it without Confent § or if it be un-
advifedly given at firft, they who gave it foon re-
pent when they find its Effects. In Truth, all
thofe Princes that have fuch Power, 'l{] keeping up

reat Armies in T'ime of Peace, effeCtually con-
efs that they rule without Confent, and dread
their People, whofe worft Enemies they undoubt-
edly are,  An arbitrary Prince therefore muft pre-
ferve and execute his Power by Force and Terror;
which yet will not do, without calling in the auxi-
liary Aids and ftrict Allies of Tyranny, Impofture,
andy conftant Oppreflion, Let his Peoplé be_ever
fo low and miferable, if they be not alfo blind,
he is not fafe. He muft have eftablithed Decci-
vers to miflead them with Lyes, to tewrify then
with the Wrath of God, in cafe they ftir Hand
or Foot, or fo much as a ‘Thought, to mend their
doleful Condition ; as if the good God was the
SanQifier of all Villainy, the Patron of the worft
of all Villains! He muft have a Band of ftanding
Cut-throats to murder all Men who would facri-
Jegioufly defend their own, And both his hCut-
: - throats
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throats and his Deceivers muft go Shares with him
in his Tyranny., :

Men will naturally fee their Interefls, fcel theie
Condition; will quickly find that the Sword, the
Rack, and the Spunge, arc not Government, but -
the Height of Cruclty and Robbery 3 and will ne~
ver fubmit to them, but by the united Powers of
Violence and Delufion: Their Bodics muft be
chained, their Minds enchanted and deceived j
the Sword kept conftantly over their Heads, and
their Spirits .kept low with Poverty, before they
can be brought to be ufed at the wanton and bru-
tith Pleafure of the moft dignified and lofty Op-
preffor, So that God muft be belied, his Crea-
tures muft be fettered, frightened, deceived, and
ftarved, and Mankind made bafe and  undone,
that one of the worft of them may live rio-
toufly and fafely amongft his Whores, Butchers,
and Bufloons,

Men, therefore, muft ceafe to be Men, and
in Stupidity and ‘Tamenefs grow Cattle, before
they car. become quiet Subjeéts to fuch a Govern-
ment; which is a Complication of all the Villai-
nies, Falthood, Oppreflion, Cruelty, and Depre-
dation, upon the Face of the Earth: Mor can
there be a more provoking, impudent, fhocking,
and blafphemous Pofition, than to affert all this
Groupe of Hortors, or.the Author of thero, to be
of God's Appointment, .

¥f fich Kings are by God appinited,
atan may be the Lord's dnointed,

And whoeyer featters fuch Doétrine, ought, by all
the Laws of God, Reafon, and Selxlprefcfvag§on,
E to ’

N,
"
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to be put to Death as a general Poifoner, and Ad~
vocate for publick Deftruction, S

All Men own, that it is the Duty of a Prince
to prote&t his People: And fome have faid, that it
is theic Duty to ({Obim, when he butchers them,
«— An admirable Confequence, and full of fweet
Confolation! His whole Bufinefs and Office is to
defend them, and to do them Good ; therefore
they are bound to let him deftroy them, — Was
ever fuch Iimpudence in an enlightencd Country ?
It is perfoelly agreeable to the rines and Fol-
Yowers of Mabomet : But thall Englihmen, who
make their own Laws, be told, that they have no
Right to the common Air, to the Life and For-
tune which God has given them, but by the Per-
miffion of an Officer of their own making; who
is what he is only for their Sakes and Sccurity,
and has no more Right to thefe Bleffings, nor to
do Evil, than one of themfelves? And fhall we
be told this by Men, who are eternally the firft to
violate their own Dotrines? Or fhall they after
this have the Front to teach us any Doétrine, or
to recommend to us any one Virtue, when they
have thus given up all Virtue and Truth, and
every@lefling that Life affords? For there is no
Evif, Mifery, and Wickednefs, which arbitrary
Monarchies do not produce, and muft produce ;
*nor do they, nor can :)}:!, produce any certain,
general, or diffufive Good,

I have thewn, in my laft, that an arbitrary
Prince cannot prote® his People if he would ;
and I add here, that he dares not, It would dif-
guﬁ the Inftruments of his Power, and the Sharers
m his Oppreflion, who will confider<ghs Property
of the People as the Perquifite of (il Office,

F , and
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and claim a Privilege of being little Tyrants, for
making him a great.one: So that every Kindnc's
to his Subjects will be a Grievance to his Servants
and he muft aflert and exercife his 1'yranny to
the Height for their Sakes, or they will do it for
him. + And the Inftances are rare, if any, of any
abfolute Monarch’s prote&in% in earneft his People
againtt the Depredations of his Minifters and Sol-
diers, but it has coft him his Lifc; as may bs
fhewn by many Examples in the Roman Hiftory :
For this the Emperor Pertinas was murdered, and
fo was Galba, . -

Muackiavel has told us, that it is impoflible f.r
fuch a Prince to pleafe both the Peo le and b's
Soldiers: ‘I'he one will not be fatiai&d without
Protetion, not the other without Rapine: T'o
comply with the Pcople, he muft give up his
Power j to comply with his Soldiers, he mutt
give up his People. ~ So that to continue what he
15, and to preferve himfelf from the Violence of
his Followers, he muft countenance all their Vile
luinies and Oppreflion, and be himitlf no more
than an Imperial Thicf at the Head of a Bund
of ‘Thieves y for which Charaler he igZ@enerally
well qualified by the bafe and cruel Nglips of
that Sort of Power, and by the vile EJ ale
ways given to fuch a Prince by the worft 'and
moft infamous of all Men, their fupple and lying
Sycophants, .

Even the Chriftian Religion can do but little or
no Good in Lands of ‘I'yranny, fince Mitacles
have ceafed 3 but iy made to do infinite Harin, Ly
being corrupted and perverted into a deadly, Engine
in the Hands of a ‘'yrant and his Impoftors, to
rivet his Subjects Chains, and to confirm them

Vor. 1L M. thorgugh
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thorough Wretches, Slaves, and Ignorants, T cane
not indeed fay, that they have the Chriftian Reli-
ion at all amongft them, but only ufe its amiablg
anie to countenance abominable {‘alﬂnoods, Non-
fenfe, and heavy Oppreflion; to defend furious
and implacable Bigotry, which is the dire® Cha-
ra&criﬁick and Spirit of Mabometifin, and deftroys
the very Genius and firft Principles of Chrittianity,
All this will be further fhewn hereafter, I fhall
conclude with obferving, that arbitrary Monarchy
is a conftant War upon Heaven and Earth, againft
the Souls as well as Bodies and Properiics of Men,
Iam, &e,

SATURDAY, Flruary 3, 1721, No, 64,

Trade and Naval Power tle Of pring of Civil Liberly
enlyy and cannzt fulbiyl withcut it

S 18,
‘ 1 [TARE in former Letters begun to fhew, by
A an*InduQion of Puarticulars, and fnull hereafs
ter more fully fhew, that Pepulation, Riclies,
tiuz Religlon, Virteey, Magnarimity, Arts, Sci-
eaces, and Learning, are the neceflary Effiéts
«nd Produlicns ¢f Literty 5 and fhall fpend this
Paper in proving, that an cxtenfive Trade, Na-
vipution, and Naval Power, entirely flow from
the fame Source: Jn this Cafe, if natural Ad-
vantages and Encouraganents be wanting, Art,
Expence, and Vidknce, are loft and thrown
.o away,
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away, Nothing is more certain, than that Trade
cannot be forced ; fhe is a coy and humourous
Dame, who muft be won by l;zttery and Allure-
ments, and always flics Force and Power ; fhe is
not confined to Nations, Se&s, or Climates, but
travels and wanders about the Earth, till {he fixes
her Refidence where fhe finds the beft Welcome
and kindeft Reception; her Contexture is fo nice
and delicate, that fhe cannot breathe in a tyranni-
cal Airy; Will and Pleafure are fo oppofite to hee
Nature, that but touch her with the Sword, and
fhe dies: But if you give her gentle and kind En.
tertainment, fhe is a grateful and bencficent Mi-
firels § the will turn Defarts into fruitful Fields,
Villages into great Cities, Cottages o Palaces,
Beggars into Princesy, convert Cowards into He-
rocs, Blockheads into Philofophers; will change
the Coverings of Jittle Worms into the richeft Bre-
cades, the Flecces of harmlefs Shecp into the Pride
and Ornaments of Kings, and by a further Meta-
morphofis will tranfmute them again into armed
Hofts and haughty Fleets.
~ Now it is abfolutely impofiible, from the Nature
of an arbitrary Government, that the thould enjoy
Sccurity and Protetion, or indced be free from
Violence, under it, There is not One Man in a
T'houfand that has the Endowments and Abilitics
neceflary to govern a State, and much fewer yct
that have jult Nctions how to muke Trade and
Commerce ufcful and advantageous to iv; and,
amongl(t thefe, it is rare to find onc who will fore-
go ull perfonal Advantages, and devote himfelf and
his Labours wholly to his Country’s Intereft; But
if fuch a Pheenix fhould arilc in any Country, he
will find it hard to get Accefs ty an arbitrary
M Cout,
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Court, and much harder yet to grapple with and
ftem the raging Corruptions in it, where Virtue
has nothing to do, and Vice rides triumphant 3
where Bribery, fervile Flattery, blind Submiffion,
riotous Expence, and very often Luft and unnatu-
ral Proftitutions, are the Ladders to Greatnels §
which will certainly be fupported by the fame Mec-
thods by which it is obtained, .

What has a virtuous Man to do, or what can
he Jo, in fuch Company ? If he pity the Peoplc’s
Ca'amitics, he fhall be called feditious 3 if he re-
commend any publick Good, he fhall be called
preaching Fool if he fhould live foberly and vir-
tuoufly himfelf, they will think him fit only to be
fent to a Cloyfter ; if he do not flatter the Prince
and his Superiors, he will be thought to envy their
Profperity § if he prefume to advife his Prince to
purfue his true Intercft, he will be eftecmed 2 for-
midable Enemy to the whole Court, who will
unite to deftroy him: In fine, his Virtues will be
Crimes, Reprouckes, and of dangerous Confe-
quence to thofe who have none, ~ As Jails pick u
all the litle pilfering Rogues of a Country, £
f..ch Courts engrofs all the great Oues 3 who have
1o Bifinels there bat to grow rich, and to riot
i:pon the publick Calamities, to ufe all the Means
of Opprefion and Rapine, to make hafty For-
tures before the Bow-{tring overtakes them, or a
fudden Favourite fupplants them,

Now what Encouragement or Sccurity can
Trade and Induflry reccive from fuch a Crew
of Banditii?  Nu Privileges and Immunities, or
even Proteétion, can be obrained but for Maoney,
ard are always granted to fuch who give molt §
ard thele again thail be curtailed, altered, abro-

gated,
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gated, and cancelled, upon the Change of 2 Mi-
nifter, or of his Inclinations, Interett, and Ca-
prices: Monopolics, exclufive Companies, Liber-
ties of Pre-emption, &fr. fhall be obtained for
Bribes or Favour, or in Truft for Great Men, or
vile and worthlefs Women, Some Merchants
fhall be openly encouraged and protecled, and get
Exemptions tfrom Scarches and Duties, or fhall be
connived at in cfcaping them ; others fhall be
burthened, opprefled, manacled, ftopped, and de-
layed, to ‘extait Prefents, to wreak Revenge, or
to give Preference of Markets to Favourites, Go-
vernors of Port-Towns, or of Colonies, who have
urchafed their Employments at Court, fhall be
iadulged and countenanced in making Reprifals
upon the Traders, and to enable them to fatisfy
the yearly Prefents due to Minions : Admirals and
Commanders of Men of War fhall prefs their Sai-
lors, or be paid for not doing it; and Military
Officers and Soldiers fhall moleft and interrupt
them in the Courfe of their Commerce and honelt
Induftry, . :

Nor fhall it bz in the Power of the moft vigi-
lant, active and virtuous Prince, to prevent thefe
and a Thoufand other daily Oppreflions ; he mult
fee with Fs Minifters Eyes, and hear with their
‘Ears ; nor can there be any Accefs to him but by
their Means, and by their {Jeave: Conftant Spies
fhall watch and obfcrve the firft Intentions, or
Jeaft Ap&roachcs to a Complaint ; and the' Perfon
injured fhall be threatened, way-lid, imprifoncd,
perhaps murdered ; but if he efcape all their T'rea-
cherics, and can get to the Ear of his Prince,- it
is great odds but hc will be treated and puniflicd as
a Calunniator, a falfe Accufer, and a feditious’

M Ditturbes
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Difturber of his Majefty’s Government: No Wite
nefs will dare to appear for him, many falfe oncs
will k¢ fuborned againft him ; and the whole Pofle
of Minifters, Ofhicers, Favourites, Parafites, Pa-
thicks, Strumpets, Buffoons, Fidlers, and Pimps,
v/l confpire to ruin him, as a common Enemy to
their common Interefts, :

But ir all thefe Mifchicfs could be avolded, the
Neceffitics of fuch a Prince, arifing from the Pio-
f.fion and vaft Expence of his Court, from his
foolith Wars, and the Depredations, Embezzle-
m:nts, and various ‘Thefts of his Minifters and
Servants, will be always calling for new Supplies,
for new Extortiuns, which muft bte raifed by all
tle Mcans by which they can be rzifed: New
and fudden Impofitions fhall be put upon T'rade,
new Loans be exafted from Merchants ; Com-
modities of general ufe fhall be boutht vp by the
Prince’s Order, perhaps upon T'ruft, and afters
wards retailed again at extravagant Advantages:
Merchants fhall be encouraged to import their
Goods, upon Promifes of cafy and gentle Ufage;
thefe Goods when imported fhall be fubjefted ta
¢xorbitant Impofitions and Cuftoms, perhaps con-
fifcated upon frivolous Pretences, But if thefe,
and infinite other Oppreflions, could be prevented
for fame time, by the Vigilance of a wife Prince,
or the Care of an able Minifter 5 yet there can be
110 probable Sccurity, or cven Hopes of the Conti-
nuance of honeft and prudent Mcafures in fuch a
Government : For One wife Prince fo educated,
there will be Twenty foolifh orcs ; and for One
honelt Minifter, there will be a ‘T'houfand cor-
supt ones,

Under
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Under fuch natural Difadvantages, perpetual
Uncertainties, or rather certain Oppreflions, no
Men will embark large Stocks and extenfive Ta-
lents for Bufinefs, breed up their Children to pre-
carious Employments, build Forts, or plant Colo-
nies, when the Breath of a weak Prince, or the
“Caprice of a corrupt Favourite, fhall dafh at once
all their Labours and their Hopes ; and therefore
it is impoffible that any T'rade can fubfift Jong in
fuch a Government, but what is ricceflary to fup-
port the Luxury and Vices of a Court; and cven
fuch Trade is, for the moft part, carricd on by
the Stocks, and for the Advantage of free Coun-
trics, and their own petty Merchants arc only
Fadlors to the others, True Merchants are Cit~
zens of the World, and that is their Country
where they can live beft and moft fecure; and
whatever they can pick up and gather together in

_tyrannical Governments, thc{ remove to fiee
ones, Tavernier invefted all the Riches he had
2mafled by his long Ramble over the World, in
the barren Rocks of Switzerland: And being
asked by the laft King of France, how it came to
pafs that he, who had feen the fineft Countries on
the Globe, came to lay out his Fortune in the
worft? he gave his haughty Majefty this fhott
Anfwer, Tkat he was willing to have fomething
which he could call his own. o

As [ think it is evident, by what I have faid
before, that Trade cannot long fubfift, much lefs
ﬂO‘Jlid‘l, in arbitrary Governments; fo there is
fo clofe and infeparable a Connexion between that
and Naval Power, that I dare boldly affirmy, that
the latter can never arrive to any formidible
Hcight, and continue long in that Situation, un-

‘ 14 der
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der fuch a State. Where there is an extenfive .

“Frade; great Numbers of able-bodied and coura-
gects Sailors, Men bred up to Fatigues, Hard-
thips, and Hazards, and confequently Soldiers by
Profeflion, _are kept in conflant Pay; mnot only
wihcut any Charge to the Publick, but greatly
w its Benchit; not only by daily adding to its
Woealth ahd Power, but zy venting and employing
Abroad, to their Country’s Honour and Safetze,
the% turbulent and unruly Spirits that would be
Fuel for Fallions, and the Touls and Inftiuments
of ambitious or difcontented Great Men at Home,
I'hefe Men are always ready at their Country’s
Cail, to defertd the Profeffion which they live by,
ard with it the publick Happinefs: "They are, and
ever muit be, in the publick Intereft, with which
their own is 1o clofely united 3 for they fubfift by
exportirg the Productions of the People’s Induftry,
which they conftantly increafe by fo doing: They
receive their Pay from the Merchants, a Sort of
Men always in the Intcrefts of Lilerty, from
which alone. they can receive Prote&tion and En-
.couragement, /{nd as this Race of Men contri-
_bute vaftly to the publick Sccurity and Wealth, fo
they take nothing from it: Fhey are not quartered
vp ar.d down their native Country, like the Bands
of defpotick Princes, to opprefs their Suléc&s, in-
terrupt their Induftry, debauch their Wives and
Daughters, infult their Perfons, to be Examples of
Lewdnefs and Prodigality, and to be always ready .
at Hand to exccute the bloody Commands of a .
Tyrant,

yNo Monarch was ever yet powerful enough to
keep as many Seamen in conftant Pay at his own

Expenge, as fingle Citics have been able to do
without
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‘withcut any at all: T'he Pay of a Sailor, with
his Provifion, is equal to that of a Trrooper in ar-
bitrary Governments 3 nor can they learn their
Trade, by taking the Sea-Air for a few Summer
Months, “and wafting about the Coafls of their
own Country : Th?r gain Experience and Bold-
nefs, by various and difficult Voyages, by being
conftantly inured to Hardfhips and Dangers, Nor
is it poffible for fingle Princes, with all their
Power and Vigilance, to have fuch regular Sup-
plies of Naval Provifions, as trading Countrics
muft have always in Store. There mutt be a re-
gular and conftant Intercourfe with the Nations
from whom thefe Supplies come ; a certain and
regulag Method of paying for them ; and conftant
Demands will produce conftant Supplies. “I'here
are always numerous Magazines in the Hands of
;S;rivate &ierchams, ready for their own Ufe or
ale, There muft be great Numbcrs of Ship-
wrights, Anchor-Smiths, Rope and Sail-Makers,
and infinite other Artificers, ﬁ:e always of con-
flant Employment ; and who, if they are op-
prefled by onc Mafter, may go to another, There
muft be Numbcrs of Ships ufed for T'rade, that,
upon Occafions, may be employed for Men of
War, for Tranfports, for Firelhips, and Ten-
ders.  Now all thefe Things, or fcarce any of
them, can ever be brought about by arbjtrary
Courts ; Stores will be embezzled, exhaufted, and
wern outy before new ones are fupplied ; Payments
will not be punélually made; Artificers will be
difcouraged, opprefled, and often lefc without
Employ : Every thing will be done at an exorbi~
tant Expence, and often not donc when it is paid.
for ; and when Payments are made, the greateit
' M Pase,

'
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,I]’:‘utﬂlhall go in Fees, or for Bribes, or in fecret
ufts, ’
For thefe Reafons, and many others, defpotick
Monarchs, though infinitcly powerful at Land,
et could never rival Neprune, and extend their
_ Empire over the liquid World; for though great
and vigorous Efforts have been often made by thefe
hacghty Tyrants of Mankind, to fubje¢t that Ele-
ment to their Ambition and their Power, being
tauzht by woful Exrerience, arifing from perpe-
tual Loiles and Difappointments, of what vaft
Importance that Dominion was to unlimited and
univerfal Sovereignty ; yet all their Riches, Ap-
plication, and Pride, have never been able, in
one Inftance, to cffc@® it. Sometimes, indecd,
Trade, like a Phantom, has made a faint Ap-
pearance at an arbitrary Court, but difappeared
again at the firft Approach of the Morning Light;
She is the Portion of free States, is married to Li-
berty, and ever flies the foul and polluted Embra-
ccs of a Tyrant,

The litde State of Arhens was always able to
hurable the Pride, and put a Check to the growing
Greatnefs, of the towering Perfian Monarchs, by
their Naval Power 3 and when ftripped of all their
Fe:ritorjes by Land, and even their capital City,
the Scat of their Commonwealth, yet had Strength
cnouzh left to vanquith numerous Fleets, which
almett covered the Sea, and to defeat an Expedi.
tior. carricd on by Armies that drank up Rivers,
aud exhaufted all the Stores of Land,

The fingle City of Veuice has proved itfelf an
Over-match in Naval Power to the great Ortoman
Empire, though poficiled of fo many [flands, ufeful
Voris, envirened with fo many Sea-Coatls, and

abounding
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sbounding with all Sorts of Stores neceffary to
Navigation 3 and in the Year Fifty-fix gave the
Turks (o fignal an Overthrow at the Dardanels, as

ut tkat State in fuch a Confternation, that they

licved their Empire at an End ; and it is thought
if the Venetians had purfued their Vitory, they
had driven them out of Comflantineple, and even
out of Eurgpe 5 for the Grand Seignior himfelf was
preparing to fly into Aia,  ‘The littde Ifland of
Rbades defended itfelf for fome Ages againft the
whole Power of the Sultan, though encompafled
by his Dominions ; and it was with great Diffi-
culty, Hazard, and Expence, that he at laft over-
came them, and drove the Inhabitants to Mula,
where they have ever fince braved his Pride, and
live upon the Plunder of his Subjeéts: And not-
withftanding all his numerous and expenlive Ef-
forts to fhare with the Chriftians the Dominion of
the Sea s yet there are no other Seeds or T'races of
it left through his great and extenfive Territorics,
but what arc found in the free pyratical States of
Algicrs, Tunisy and Tripoli,

Neither the Sophi of Perfia, the Great Mogul,
the many Kings who command the Banks of the
Ganges, nor all the haugh‘tiy Potentates of A/ia and
dfrict, are able to contend at Sca with the Englih
or Duteh Eé?l—lﬂdia Companies, or even to defend
their Subjeéts againft but a few Pyrates, with all
their Population, and their Mines of Gold and,
Diamonds,

. Spain in all her Pride, with the Wealth of both

Iudiesy, with Dominions fo vaft and extenfive, that .

the Sun rifts and fets within them, and a Sea-.
Line, which if extended would inviron the Earthy’
yet was not able to difpute their Title to that Ele~

ment
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ment with a few revolted Provinces, who grew up
through the Courfe of ar expenfive War to that
ainazing Greatnefs, that in lefs than a Century
they faw themfelves, from a few Fifher - Towns
enccmpafled with Bogs and Morafles, become a
‘moft formidable State, equal to the greateft Poten-
tates at Sea, and to moft at Land ; to have great
Kings in a diflant World fubmit to be their Vafe
fals 3 and, in fine, to be Protectors of that mighty
Naticn from whom they revolied, - Here is a
ftupcndous Inflance of the Effelts of Liberty,
which neighbouring Monarchs with T'wenty times
{)Ze “Iersitory tremble at, and Pofterity will hardly
lieve, -

France, with all its Economy, Addrels, and
Power, with its utmoft and moft expenfive Ef-
forts, and the Affiftance of neighbouring and even
sival Kings, has not been able to eftablith an Em-
pire upon that coy Element, She faw it, like a
Muthroom, rife in a Night, and wither again the
next Day, Tt is true, that at immenfe Expence
and mnfinite Labour, fhe %lot together a formidable
¥lcet, and with it got Victories, and took T hou-
fands of rival Ships; yet every Day grew weaker
a3 her Enemies grew ftronger, and could never
recover a fingle Defeat, which in Feilind would
have been repaired in a few more Weeks than the

Jattle vaas Days in fighting: So impoffible is it for
Art 1o contend with Nature, and Slavery to dif
e the Naval Prize with Liberty,

Sweden and Denmark, thovgh pollefled of the
Maval Stores of Eurgpey, Naticns who fubfift by
th.t Con-nierce, and are conftantly employed to
build 8iys for thieir Neighbours 3 yet are not able,
witis sheir unitgd Forcey 10 equip, man out, and

heep
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keep upon the Sea for any confiderable Time, a
Fleet large enough to difpute with an Englifh or
Dutch Squadron; And I dare venture my Reputa-
tion and Skill in Politicks, by boldly afferting, that
another vain and unnatural Northern Apparition
will foon vanifh and difappear again, like the Morn-
ing-Star at the Glimmering of the Sun, and every
one fhall ask, Where is it P
T . Iam, &c,

"~ SATURDAY, February 10, 1721, No, 65,

Military Virtue produced and fupported by Civil
‘ Liberty ony,

S IR, '

HAVE fhewn in my laft, thac Trade and

Naval Power are produced by Liberty only ;
and fhall fhew in this, that Military Virtue can
proceed from nothing clfe, as I have in a good
meafure fhewn already.

In free Countries, as People work for them-
felves, fo they fight for themfelves: But in arbi-
trary Countries, it is all one to the People, in
Point of Intereft, who concs;xers them ; they can-
not be worfe ufed ; and when a T'yrant's Army
is beaten, his Country is conquered : He has no
Refource j his Subjetts having neither Arms, nor
Courage, nor Reafon to fizht for him: He hag
1o Suppoit but his ftanding Forces § who, for ena-
bling lum to opprefs, are Sharers in his Opprefs
fion; and fighting for themfelves while they fighe

' or
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for him, do fometimes ﬁ&ht weil : But his poor
Pecple, who are opprefled by him, can have no
other Concern for his Fate, than to wifh him the
worft,

In Attacks upon a free State, every Man will
fight to defend it, becaufe every Man has fome-
thing to defend in it. He is in love with his Con-
dition, h's Eafe, and Property, and will venture
his Life rather than lofe them ; becaufe with them
he lofes all the Bleflings of Life. When thefe
Bleflings are gone, it 8 Madnefs to think that
any Man will fpill his Blood for him who took
them awar, and is doubtlefs his Encmy, though
he may call himfelf his Prince, It is much more-
natura{ to with his Deftruétion, and kelp to pro-
cure it,

For thefe Reafors, fmall fice States have con-
quered the greateft Princes ; and the greateft Prin-
ces have never been able to conquer free Statcs,
but cither by furprizing them bafely, or by cor-
rupting them, or by Forces almoft infinitely fupe-
tior, or when they were diftracted and weakened
by demeftick Divifions and Treachery.

The Greels thought fcarce any Number of
Perfians too great for their own fmall Armics, of
any Army of their own too fmall for the greateft
Number of Perfians,  Agefilaus invaded the great
Perfun Empire, the greateft then in the World,
zt the Head of no more than Fea 'T'hcufand.
Foot, and Four Thoufand Hufe, and carried all
Fefore him 3 he defeuted the Aatick Forees with
£) much Eafe, that they fearce interrupted his
March; he fubdued their Provinces as faft as be
entéred than, and took their Cities without fit
trg down befure than: And lisd he not been

recalied
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recal’cd by his Countrymen to defend his own Cit
agairft a Confederacy of other Greck Cities, muc
more terrible Foes than the greateft Armics of the
reat King, it is very probable that that brave old
partan would have foon robbed him of his Em-

re.
pl‘And not long before this, when Cyrus made
War upon his Brother Arzaxerxes for the Crown,
Thirtcen Thoufand auxiliary Greeks, entertained
by him for that End, routed the Emperor’s Army
of Nine Huyndred Thoufand Men, and got the
Vi&ory for Cyrus, had he outlived the Battle to
enjoy it. And though they had now loft the
Prince they fought for, and afterwards Clarchus
their General, who with other of their Officers
was treacheroufly murdered by the Perfians when
‘they had brought him to a Parley ; though they
were in great Streights, deftitute of Horfes, Mo-
ney, and Provifions, far from Home, in the Heart
of an Enemy’s Country, watched, and diftrefled
by a great Army of Four Hundred Thoufagd
Men, who waim{ for an Occafion to cut them
off in their Retreat, if they attempted it; yet
thefe excellent Soldiers, excellent by being Free-
men, commanded by the famous Azngphon, made
good that Retreat of T'wo Thoufand Three Hun<
dred Miles over the Bellics of their Encmies,
through Provinces of Perjiaus, and in fpite of a
vaft éoﬁ of Perfiars, who coafted and harrafled
them all the Way,

Alexander of Mecedon, with lis free Greeks, at<
tacked the Perffans, and beat them at all Difad-
vantages in the open Liclds, when they were five,
ten, ray, twenty tines his Number 3 and having
paded whe” Thliefpese with met Fifieen Tloufard

Pounds
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Pounds in his Treafury, and not above Thirty-
five ‘['houfand Men in his Army, he made him-
felf Mafter of that great and overgrown Empire,
with as much Expedition as he could travel over
it 3 and though he fought three Battles for it, he
fcarce loft in them all one Regiment of his Men,

Leonidas, at the Head of Four Thoufand Greeks,
fought Xerxes at the Head of Six and Twenty
Hundred Thoufand Perfians, according to Herodo-
tus, in the Streights of Thermopylee for two Days
together, and repulfed them at every Affault with
vaft Slaughter j nor did they at laft get the better
of him, till being Jed by a treacherous Greek a fe-
cret Way over the Mountains, they fell upon him
in the Rear, and furrounded him with their Num-
bers; neither did he then defert his Poft, though
all his Men retreated, except Three Hundred
Spartans, who refolutely ftood by him, and were
all flain with him upon the Spot, with T'wenty
“I'houfand Perfians round them,

T'he Romans, enjoying the fame Liberty, and
animated by it, vanquithed all the enflaved Na-
tions of the known World, with the fame Eafe,
and upon the fame uncqual Terms,  The fubduing
of free Countries coft them long Labour and Pa-
ticnce, great Difficulty, 2nd a World of Blood §
and they fuffcred many Defeats before they got a
decifive ViQory: T'he [uhzbitants being afl Free-
fnen, were all'brave, all Scldicrs, and were ex«
haufted before their States could be conquered s
And the Folfiausy Egqiians, Tukansy and Semnites,

refzrved their Libertics, as long as they had Men
feft to defepd them, “The Smmnites particulurly
declared in their Embafly to Hannibal, that having
often brought great Numnbers of Men into the Field
againid
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againft the Romans, and fometimes defeated the
Roman Armies, they were at laft fo wafted, that
they could not refift one Roman Legion,

- But when the Romans came to war againft
great and arbitrary Kings, they had littie elfe to
do but to fkew their Swords ; they gained Battles
almoft without fighting, and Two or Tliree Le-
gions have routed T hiee or Four Hundred T hou-
fand Men, One Battle generally won a King-
dom, and fometimes two or three, Autioctus was
fo frightened with one Skitmith with Aiiius at
Thermegyle, that he ran away out of Grece, and
Jeft all that he poffefled there to the Romarns ; and
being beaten afterwards by Scipio, the Brother of
Africanus, he quitted to them all his Kingdoms
and Territories on this Side Mount Taurus, ~ And
Paulus Zmilius, by one Battle with Perfeus, be-
came Mafter of Macedimia, Tigranes, "Ptilemy,
and Syphax, all Monarchs of mighty Territorics,
were flill more eafily vanquithed, " So that the
great Kingdoms of Ajia, Egypt, Numidia, and
Moacedon, were all of them much more eafily
overcome, and fuffered much fewer Defeats, than
the Samnites alone, though inhabiting a fmall bar-
ren Province,

The only dreadful Focs which the Romans ever
found, were People as free as themfelves ; and the
moft dreadful of all were the Carthaginians, Han-
‘nibal alone beat them oftener, and flew more of
their Men in Battle, than all the Kings in the
World ever did, or could do. But for all the
great and repeated Defeats which he gave them;
though he had deftroyed T'wo Hundred T hou-
fand of their Men, and many of their excellent
Commanders ; though, at the fame Time, their

' ) Armies
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Armics were cut off in Spain, and with them the
two brave Scipies 3 and though they had fuffercd

- great Lofles in Sicily, and at Sea, yct they never
funk nor wanted Soldiers, nor their Soldiers Cou-
rage; and as to great Commanders, they had
more and better than ever they had before: And

_ having conquered Hannibaly they quickly conquer-
¢d the World.

This vaft Virtue of theirs, and this unconquer-
able Spirit, was not owing to Climate or Com-
plexion, but to Liberty alone, and to the Equality
of tieir Government,” in which every Roman had
a Share: They were nurfed up in the’ Principles
of Liberty 5 in their Infancy they were inftructed
to love ity Fxperience afterwards confirmed their
AffcQions, and fhewed them its glorious Advanta-
ges: Their own happy Condition taught them 2
Contempt and Indignation for thofe wretched and
bartarous Governments, which could necither af-
ford their Subjects Happinefs nor Protection: And
when they aftacked fuch Governments and their
wrctched %;coplc, they found themfelves like Lions
amengft Sheep. ' A

It is therefore Government alcne that makés
Men cowardly or brave : And Boalini well ridi-
cules the abfurd Complaint of the Princes «f, his
Time, that their Subjects wanted that Love for
their Country which ‘was found in frec States,
wheén he makes Aol tell them, that no Pecple
were ever in Love with Rapine, Fraud, and Op-
preflion ; that they muft mend their own Admini-
ftration, and their People’s Condition; and that
Pecple will then Jove their Country, when they
live happily in it, ‘The old Remans were Maflers
of Mankind; but the prefent Race of Pcop};ﬂ in

me
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Rome ate not a Match for one of the Suifi Can-
tons; nor could thefc Cantons ever be conquered,
tven by the united Forces of the Houfe of Aufiria.
Clarles Duke of Burgundy was the laft that durft
invade them; but though ke had been a long
Terror and conftant Rival to Louis the Eleventh
of France, a crafty, politick, and powerful Mo-
narch, and often too hard for him; he paid dear
for his Bravery in attacking the Swirzers, and loft
l}x doing it Three Armies, and his own Life,
"T"hey were a free People, and fought in their own
Quarrel 5 the greateft Incitement upon Earth to
Boldnefs and L%agnanimit . The Switzers had a
Property, though in Rocks; and were Freemen,
though among® Mcuntains, This gives them the
Figure which they make in Eurgge; fuch a Fi-
gure, that they are courted by the greateft Princes
in it, aod have fupported fome of them in their
Wars, when their own native Slaves could not
fupport them, :
The Dutch, having revolted from the greateft
Potentate then in Eurspe, defended themfelves
againtt all his Power for near a Hundred Years,
and grew rich ail the T'ime, while he grew poor ;
fo poor, that Spain has never yet recovered its
Lofles in that War: And though they are in theip
Conftitution more formed for Trade than War,
yet their own Bravery in their own Defence is
aftonifhing to thofe that know not what the Spirit
of Liberty can do in any People: Even their Wo-
men joined to defend their Walls; as the Women
of Sparta once did, and as the Women of Barce-
lma _more lately did, though the united Force of
the Two Monarchics of France and Spain had at
laft the Honour to take that City, cﬁ)ccially’\;l\}cn
: o
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We, who had engaged them in the War, had
allo given them up, !

I hefe fame Durch in that War, when they were
chfely befieged in one of their Towns by the
Szani/b Army, let in the Sea upon their Country,
truftng rather to the Mercy of that Element,
than to the Mercy of an invading Tyrant; and
the Sea faved them, It muft be remembered too,
that they had the Power of the Emperor, as well
as that of Sin, to contend withy both thefe
miglty Monarchs having joined their Counfls
and Araws o fubdue Seven little Provinces, which
yet they never weie able to fubdue: The City of
Q%end alone coft them a Three Years Siege, and
an Hundred and Thirty Thoufand Men'; and
when they took it, they took only a Heap of Rub-
gifh,d to which it was reduced before it was furren-

ered, .

In free States, every Man being a Soldier, or
quickly made fo, they improve in a War, and
every Campaign fight better and better: Whereas
the Armics of an abfolute Prince grow every
Campaign worfe ; efpecially if they be compofed
of his own Subjeds, who, being Slaves, are with
great Difficulty and long Difcipline made Soldiers,
and fcarce ever made good ones; and when his
old T'roops arc gone, his ncw ones fignify little,
‘T'his was eminently fhewn in the late War with
France, which degenerated in Atms every Year;
while the Engli/b and Dutch did as evidently mend,
And doubtles, if the Fremeh Barrier of fortified
Towns had been quite breken through, as it was
very near, Oune ‘Battle would hiave completed the
Conqueft of Frauce, and perhaps it would not have
coft a Battle, : :

And
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And if free States fupport themfelves better in
a2 War than an abfolute Prince, they do likewife
much fooner retrieve their Lofles by it, The
Dutch, when they had been beaten twice at Sca
by Cronrwell’s Admirals and Englih Seamen, with
great Slaughter and Lofs of Ships, did notwith-
ftanding; in T'wo Months Time after the fecond
great Defeat, fit out a Third Fleet of a Hundred
and Forty Men of War, under the famous Van
Trump :- Upon this Lord Clarendsn obferves, that
¢¢ there cannot be a greater Inftance of the Opu-
¢ lency of that People, than that they fhould be
¢¢ able, after fo many Lofles, and fo late a greit
¢ Defeat, in fo fhort a ‘I'ime, to fet out a Fleet
¢¢ ftrony enough to vifit thofe who had fo lately
¢ overcome them,” This is what no arbitrary
Prince in Furepe, or upon the Face of the Farth,
could have done y por do I believe, that all the
arbitrary Monarchs in Eurcfe, Africa, and Aja,
with all their united Powers together, could do it
at this Day, ‘I'he whole Stieigth of the Spanifh
Monarchy could not fit out their famous Armada,
without the Afiftance of Money from the liule
free State of Genouy and that invincitle drmada,
being beaten by the Englifh, and quite deftroyed,
Stain has never been able, with all her [ndies, and
Ler Mountains of Silver and Gold, to make any
Fizure at Sea fince, nor been able to pay that very
Money which equipped that its laft great Fleet,

T'he litle City of Tyre gave Aiexander tle
Great more Refiftance, and coft him more J.a-
bour to take ity than to conquer the great Mo-
t.archy of Aiay and though, when with irfinite °
Jzbour and Courage he had taken it, he burng it
to the Grouid, ficw Eight Thoufand Tyrians }i]n

the
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the Sackage of their Town, crucified Two
I"houfand more, and fold all the reft for Slaves;
yet fome of the Citizens, with their Wives and
Children, having efcaped to Carthage, (a Colony
of their own) and others being conveyed away
and faved by their Neighbours the Sidonians du-
ring the Siege, they returned and rebuilt their de-
folated City; and in fo fmall a Time as Nine-
teen Years afterwards, endured another Siege of
Fiftcen Months from Antigonus, the moft powerful
of all Alexander’s Succeflors 3 nor could he take it
at laft, but upon honourable Terms, What an
Inftance of the Bleflings and Power of Liberty and
Trade!

From the Moment that the Romans loft their
Liberty, their Spirit was gone, and their Valour
fcarce “ever after appeared, In the Beginning of
Auguflus’s Reign, the beft and braveft of them
perifhed by the Sword, ¢ither in the Civil War,
where, Romans fighting againft Reomans, Muld.
tudes were flain, with Brutu; and Ceffius, the laft
brave Men that ever drew a Sword for the Com-
monwealth; or in the bloody Profcriptions that
followed, in which all the exccllent Men and Af-
fertors of Liberty, who efcaped thie Baule, were
gleaned up and murdered by Soldiers and Infor-
mers, am}, among(t the rett, the divine Cicero.
Afterveards, when Augry/lus had got the World to
himfelty jura omnivm in f traxit; Flatterers were
his only Favourites, and norc were preferred to
Magiftracy, but the fervile Creatures of his
Power ; Liberty was extinéty and its Spirit gone;
" aund though there was @ univerfal Peace, yet the
Powcr of the Empire continually decayed.  Au-
guflus himbelf was fo fenfiblg of this, that the Lof;

o
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of two or three Legions under Varus in Germany,
frighter.ed him, and had almoft broke his Heart ;
not from any Tendernefs in it, for he had
butchered Myriads, and enflaved all; but he knew
that now Roman Legions were hard to be got,
and fcarce worth getting. Having deftroyed fo
many brave Romans, and made the reft bafe b

Slavery, and by the Corruptions which fupport
it, h¢ knew the Difficulty of forming a Roman
Army.

Hx{ Succeflors were worfe; they weot on in a2
perpetual Series of Slaughters, dreading and de-
ftroying every T'hing that had the Appearance of
Virtue or Goodnefs; and even fo early as Tibe-
rius's Reign, ‘T'ha¢ Empcror, fays Tacitus, knew
magis fama quam vi flare ris fuas, that his Empire
was fupported more by the Reputation of Roman
Greatnefs, than by the rezl Strength of the K-
mans, who grew every Day more and more weak
and wretched ; and though they had now and
then a lictle Sun: fhine in the Reign of a good Em-
peror, yet the Root of the Evil remained: They
were no longer Freemen; and for far the moft
part, their éovcmmcnt was nothing elfe but a
conflant State of Oppreffion, and a continual Suc-
ceflion of Maflacres, Tyrants governed them,
and Soldiers created and gaverned the Tyrarts, or
butchered them it they would not be Butchers.

As to Military. Virtue, it was no more: The
Pratorian Bands were only a Band of Hangmen
with an Emperor at their Head 5 Jraly and the
Provinces were exhaufted ; the Romau Peop's
were nothing but an idle and debauchied Mob,
that cared not who was uppermoft, o they had
but a lile Victuals, and faw Shews; The pro-

vincial
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vincial Armies were foreign Hirelings, and there
was not a Roman Army in the Roman Empire,
Dinps Iralia, plebs urbana imbellis, nibil in exercitibus
validum preter externum, ‘T his was faid not long
after the Death of Auguflus 3 nor do I remember
an Inftance of one great Roman Captain after Ger-
manicus and Corlulo y the firlt murdered by Titerius,
his Uncle and Father by Adoption ; and the other
by Ners, for whom he reconquered and fettled the
Eay and after Fefpafian and Titus, every Roman
Emperor of remarkable Bravery was a Foreigner,
and _every Victory gained by them, was gained
by Forei%ncts; who, being all Mercenaries, were
perpetually fetting vp and pulling down  their own
Monarchs, At length, being poflefled of the
whole Power of the Empire, they took it to
themfelves ; and thus it ended, and became dif-
membered by feveral Nations, and into feveral
Governments, according to their Fortune; and it
is remarkable, that though thofe Nations had fre-
quent Wars among(t themfelves about the Coun-
trics which they invaded, yet they had nothing to
apprchend from the Romans while they were feizing
Reman Provinces,

. “I'yrants are fo fenfible that when they have loft
their Army, they have Joft all, that amongft their
other deftructive Expedients to preferve themfelves,
whatever becomes of their Pecple, one of their
Methods is, to lay whole Countrics wafte, and t»
keep them watte, to ‘{srcvent an Invader from fub-
filting 3 and their beft Provinces are by this Means
turncd often inte Wilderneffes, For this Reafon
a March to Conflantinsple is fcarce practicable to an |

Encmy from any Quarter,
I will
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T will conclude with anfwering an Obje&tion
Jt may be faid, that the Armies of Tyrants often
fight bravely, and are brave; and I own it to be
~ true in many Inftances: But I defire it ma?r be

remembered, that in arbitrary Countries néthing
flourifhes except the Court and the Army, A T'y-
rant muft give his Spoilers Part of the Spoil, or
elfe they will fight but faintly for it, or perhaps

ut him'to Death if he do not.  The mott abfo-

rute Princes muft therefore ufe their Soldiers like
Freemen, as they tender their own Power and
their Lives; and under the greateft Tyrants the
Men of War enjoy great Privileges, even greater
than in free States, T'he Privileges and Immu-
nities which they enjoy, conflitute a Sort of Li-
berty, dear to themfelves, but terrible always 1o
the Subject, and often pernicious to the Prince: It
being the certain Condition of a Tyrant, that to
be able to opprefs his People, or plague his Neigh-
bours, he muit empower his Soldicrs to deitroy
himl§ :

‘I'he chicf Forces therefore of an arbitrary
Prince confitt of Freemen: Such were the Prie-
torian Bands of the Roman Emperors, and fuch
are the Turkifh Janizacies 3 aund both of them,
though thc:{ maintained the Vyranny, have fre-
qucnt:}' kifled the Tyrants; and fuch are’ the
Grand Seignior’s Zaims, Timaristsy or Horiemen,
who hive Lands given them in t.c Provincs,
and are the only Nobility and Gentry there: And
fuch too were the Mamalubes of Egypt, which
Country at laft they ufurped for themiclves, have-
ing put the King their Mafter to Death. | might
mention here the Sivifi Guards, and Gens d' Armey
of a ncighbouring Prince, whieh arc his Janiaa-

Vou. ll, N vics,
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ries. As to the Turkifp Janizarics, I own the
Sultan may put particular Men of them to Death,
but no Sultan dares touch their Piivileges as a
Body ; and two or three of their greateft Empe-
rors were depofed and deftroyed by them for at-
tempting it,

Nere Slaves can defend no Prince, nor enable
him evcn to rule over Slaves: So that by giving
Liberty, or rather Licentioufnefs, to 2 Few, the
Stavery of All is maintained,

Al this docs, I think, fully prove, that where
there is no Liberty, there can be no Magnanimity.
It is true, Enthufiafm has infpired Armies, and
meft remarkably of all the Saracen Armics, with
amazing Refolution and Fury ; but even that was
Fiercenefs for Liberty of Opinion to themfelves,
and for fubduing all Men to it; and befides, this .
Courage of Enthufiafm is rarely eminent, except
in the firlt Rifc of States and Empires,

G :

Iam, &c,

SATuRrRDAY, Flbriary vy, 1721, No, 66,

Avbitrary Gorernment proved incempetille with true
Religiony whether Natural or Revealed,

S 1R, .
SHALL fhew, in this Paper, that neither the
Chriftian Religion, nor Natural Religion, nor
any ‘T'hing clfe that ought to be called Religion,
can fubfift under tyraunical Governments, now
that Miracles are @led, I readily confefs, ;h;-}:
uc
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fuch Governments are fertile in Superftition, in
wild Whimfies, delufive Phantoms, and ridiculous
Dreams ; proper to terrify the human Soul, de-
grade its Dignity, deface its Beauty, and fetter it
with flavith and unmanly Fears; to render it a
proper Obje& of Fraud, Grimace, and Impofi-
tion ; and to make Mankind the ready Dupes of
gloomy Impoftors, and the tame Slaves of ragin
‘Tyrants, For, Servitude eftablithed in the Mind,
is beft eftablithed,

But all thefe bewildered Imaginations, thefe
dark and dreadful Horrors, which banifh Reafon,
and contra&t and imbitter the Heart, what have
they to do with true Religion, unlefs to deftroy it ?
~ T hat Religion, which improves and enlarges
the Faculties of Men, exalts their Spirits, and
makes them brave for God and themfelves; that
Religion, which gives them great and worth
Conceptions of the Deity ; and that Rcligion,whici:
infpires them with generous and beneficent Aftec-
tions to one another, and with univerfal Love and
Benevolence to the whole Creation ! No Man can
love God, if he love not his Neighbour ; and who-
ever loves his Neighbour, will neither injure, rce
vile, nor opprefs him: Nor can we otherwiie
fhew our Love to God, than by kind, humane,
and affc@tionate Altions to his Creaturcs : A mew
Commandment, fays our blefled Saviour, [ give unta
yeu, That ye love one another,

Almighty God, the’ great Author of our Na-
ture, and of all Things, who has the Heavens fog
his Throne, and the Earth for his Footftool, is
raifed far above the Reach of our Kindnefs, our
Malice, or our Flattery, He derives infinite Hap-
pinefs from his own infinité®Perfeions; nor can

2 ally
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any frail Power or Actions of ours leflen or im-
piove it: Religion therefoze, from which he can
reap no Advantage, was inflituted by him for the
Sake of Men, as the beft Means and the ftrongeit
Motive to their own Happinefs, and mutual Hap-

inefs; and by it Men are taught and animated to

e ufeful, affifting, forgiving, kind and merciful
one *o another, But to hurt, calumniate, or hate
onc another, for his Sake, and in Defence of any
Religion, is a flat Contradiction to bis Religion,
and an open Defiance of the Author of Religion :
Aund to quarrel about Belief and Opinions, which
do nut immediately and neceflarily produce praéli-
cal Yictue and focial Duties, is cqually wicked and
abfurd, This is to be wicked in behalf of. Righ-
teoulnels, znd to be cruel out of Piety, A Reli-
gion which begets Sclfifbnefs and Partiality only to
a fow, and its own Followers, and which infpives
Hatied 2nd Outrage toward all the reft of tle
Woild, can rever be the Religion of the merci-
f.) wnd impartial Maker and Judge of the World,
Speculaticns are only fo far a Part of Rligion, as
they preduce the moral Duties of Religion, genes
ral Peace, wnd unlimited Charity, publick Spirit,
Equity, Forberrance, and good Deds to all
Men:  And the Worllip of Ged is no longer’
the Weithp of God, than as it warms cur Minds
with the Reinunbrance of his gracious Corndes
f.enfions, Lis baleleent Cazey, Boutty, and Pro-
videoce, exercited towards us 3 and as it raifes
and forms our Miedlions to wn Iimitation of fuch
Lis ‘divine snd unrefllraiied Goodners, and to ule
one another kindly by Lis great Exaniple, wlho
ules oy all o, So it our worthy, tonder, and
benciicent Echavivur tgone ancther, is the bett

Wauy
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Way to acknowledge his to us: It is the moft ac.
ceptable Way that we can worfhip him, and the
Way which he will beft accept our Worfhip :
And whatever Devotion has not this Effed, or a
contrary Effe®, is the dry or mad Freaks of an
Enthufiaft, and ought to be called by another and
a properer Name,

This is a general Idea of true Religion § thefe
aré the certain and only Marks of it : All which,
as they are oppofite to the Effence and Spirit of
an arbitrary Government ; fo every arbitrary Go-
vernment is an Enemy to the Spirit of true Reli-
gion, and defeats its Ends, In thefe Govern-
ments, in Defiance of Religion, Humanity, and
common Scnfe, Millions muft be miferable to exal¢
and embellith One or a Few, and to make them
- proud, arrogant, and great : ProteQion and Secus
sity are no more; the Spirit of the People is funky
their Induftry difcouraged and loft, or only em-
ployed to feed Luxury and Pride; and Multitudes
flarve, that a few may riot and abound, All Love
to Mankind is extin€, and Virtue and publick *
Spirit are dangerous or unknown ; while Vice,
Falfhood, and fervile Sycophancy, become necel-
fary to maintain precariovs Safety and an ignomi-
nious Life: And, in fine, Men Jive upon the
Spoils of one another, like ravenous Fithes and
Beafts of Prey: They become rapacious, brutifh,
and favage to on¢ another, as their cruel Gover-
nors are to them all; and, as a further Imitation
of fuch Mafters, their Souls are abje&t, mean, ard
villainous, T'o live upon Prey, and worry human
Race, is the Genius and Support of T'yrants, as
well as of Wolves and Tygers; and it is the Spirit
and Praltice of Men to refemble their Governors,
: N3 and
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and to aé like them. " Virtue and Vice, in Courts,
run like Water in a continual Defcent, and quickly
overflow the inferior Soil, .

Torva Leana lipumy &e,

Now, what can be found here to anfwer the
Spirit and Precepts of the Chriftian Religion,
which is all Love, Charity, Meeknefs, mutual
Afiiftznce, and mutual Indulgence; and muft ei-
ther deftroy ‘I'yranny, which deftroys all thefe,
or be deftroyed by it? A Religion given by God,
to infpire Men with every focial Virtue, and to
furnifh them with every Argument for focial Hap-
pinefs, will never find Quarter, much lefs Protec-
tion, from a Government, which fubfifts by an
unrelenting War againft every Virtue, and all hu-
man Felicity, On the contrary, all its divine
Dc&rines fhall be perverted, all its divine Princi-
ples mangled, and both its Principles and its Pre-
cepts corrupted, difgyifed, and wrefted, to be
made free of the Coutt: Truth will be made to
patronize Impoftute, and Meeknefs to fupport ‘T'y-
ranny: Obedience to equal Laws, and Submiflion
to juft Authority, fhall be turned into a fervile and
crouching Subjetion to blind Rage and inhuman
Fury; complaifant and refpeétive Behaviour into
flavith Flattery, and fupple Homage to Power’;
Mecknefs and Humility into Dejcétion, Poornefs
of Spirit, and bodily Proftrations ; Charity, Be-
nevolence, and Humanity, into a fiery and out-
rageous Zeal to propagate fafhionable and gainful
Opinions ;  Chriftian Courage fhall be changed
into Cruelty and brutith Violence ; impartial Ju-
ftice into favage Severity ; Protetion into Oppref-
fion and Plundering ; the Fear of Cod intuF(hc

“Fear
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Fear of Man; and the Worfhip of the Deity into
an idolatrous Adoration of a T'yrant.
Though God Almighty fent his only Son into
the World to teach his Will to Men, and to con-
firm his Miflion by Wonders and Miracles ; yet,
having once fully manifefted himfelf and his Law,
he has left it to be propagated and carried on b
human Means only, according to the Holy Wri.
tings infpired by him; and if the Powers of the
World will not fubmit to thofe Dire®ions, and
“ will ncither purfue them thenifelves, nor fuffer their
Subjects to purfue them, nor leave them the Means
of doing it; then the Chriftian Religion muft take
the Fate of all fublunary Things, and be loft from
amongit Men, unlefs Heaven interpole again mi-
raculoully in its Favour, Now the Experience of
all Ages will convince us, that all tyrannical Prin-
ces will be againft the Religion which is againft
them; and cither abolifh it, or, which is much
worfe, pervert it into a deadly and unnatural En-
gine, to encreafe and defend that Pride and Power,
which Chriftianity abhors; and to promote thofe
Evils and Miferies, which Chriftianity forbids, and,
were it left to itlclf, would prevent or relieve, A
Religion modelled by ufurped Power, to counte-
nance Ufurpation and Oppreflion, is as oppofite
to the Chriftian Religion, as Tyranny is to Li-
berty, and Wickednefs to Virtue, When Reli-
gion is taught to fpeak Court-Language, and nosie
are fuffercd to preach it, but fuch as fpeak the fame
Diale@t; when thofe who are Minifters of the
Gofpely, muft be alfo the Minifters of Ambition,
and cither fan&ify Falthood and Violence, by
the Word of Mercy and Truth, or hold their
Tongues; when Preferinents and worldly Honours
T N 4 are
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are on the Side of Impofture, and Galleys, Racks,
and Dungeons, are the Rewards of Confcience
~and Piety 3 the Good and Efficacy of Chriftianity
will be as effeQually gone, as if it were formaliy
exchanged for Mabmmam{in; and under thofe Cir-
“cumflances, if its Name be retained, it is only re-
t.ined to do Evil, and might be as innocently ba-
nithed with the Thing. : . )
T he Chriftian Religion has as rarely gained by
Courts, as Courts have improved by the Chriftian
Religion ; and arbitrary Courts have feldom med-
died with it, but either to perfecute ity or debafe
“and corrupt it; nor could the Power and Fury of
‘T'yrants ever hurt or weaken it fo much, as their
picenced Favours and Coustenance have done :
By appearing for it, they turned their Power moft
; eﬂl&ual}}y againft it. Their avowed Perfecution
of Chriftianity, did only deftroy Chriftians j but
afterwards, while they fet up for proteéting none
_but the true Chriftians, that is, thofe that were
as bad as themfelves, and having no Religion of
“tleir own, adopted blindly the Religion of their
Prince 3 and whilft they were for punifhing all
"who were not true Chriftians, that is, all that
were better than themfelves, and would take their
Religion from no Man’s Word, but only from
the Word of God; they lifted Chriftians againtt
Chriftians, and disfigured, undermined, and ba-
nithed Chriftianity itfclf, by falfe Friendfhip to its
Prefeffors : And thefe Profeflors thus corrupted,
joining a holy Title to an impious Caufe, concur-
ted in the Confpiracy, and contended fiercely in
the Name of Chyift for fecular Advantages, which
_Chrift never gave nor took, and for a fecular So-
vereignty, which he rejeCted, and his Gofpclb{zr.
ids,
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bids. Thus one Sort of Tyranny was artfully
made to fupport another, and both by a Union of
Interefts maintained a War againft Religion, un-
der Colour of defending ity and fought the Author
of it under his own Banner; that is, as Dr, 7i/-
lotfon finely fays, They lied for tke Truth, and killed
Jor God's Sake, ,

‘The many various and contradi€ory Opinions
of weak Enthufiafts, or of defigning Men, and
all the different and repugnant Interpretations of
Scripture, publifhed and contended for by them,
could have done but fmall Prejudice to Religion
and Society, if human Authority had not inter-
pofed with its Penaltics and Rewards annexed to
the bclicvinF or not believing fortuitous Specula-
tions, ufelefs Notions, dry Ideas, and the incon-
fiftent Reveries of difordered Brains; or the felfith
Inventions of ufurping Popes, ambitious Synods,
and turbulent and afpiring Doltors, or the crafty
Scheines of difcontented or oppreflive Statefmen :
For all thefe have been the important Caufes,
and the wicked Fuel, of religious Wars and Perfe-
cutions,

It is fo much the general Intereft of Society to
perform and to encourage all its Members to per-
form the pradtical Dutics of Religion, that if a
ftronger and more prevailing Interelt were not
thrown by Power into the contrary Scale, there
would be no Difference among(t N{cn about the
Nature and Extent of their Duties to Magittrates,
to Patents, Children, and to Friends and Neigh- -
bours: And if thefe focial Duties (the only Duties
which human Socicty, as fuch, is concerned to.
promote) were agreed upon and pratifed, the Ma-
gittrate would bave no more to do with their Opi-

Ns nions



208 CATO's LETTERS.

nions than with their Shape and Complexion 3 nor
could he know, if he would, by what Method to
alter them. No Man’s Belief is in his own Power,
or can be in the Power of another,

‘The utmoft Length that the Power of the
Magiftrate can in this Matter extend, beyond that -
of Exhortation, which is in every Man’s Power,
can be only to make Hypocrites, Slaves, Fools,
or Atheifts, When he has forced his Subjeéts to
belye their Confciences, or to aét againt them, -
he has in cffet driven them out of all Religion,
to tring them into his own 3 and when they thus
fee and feel the profefled Defender of Religion
overturning all its Precepts, exhorting by Bribes,
rebuking by Stripes, Conhfcations, and Dungcons,
and making Chriftianity the Inftrument of Fury,
Ambition, Rapine, and Tyranny; what can they
think, but cither that he is no éhriﬂian, or that
Chriftianity is not true? If they come to fufpett
it of Impofture, they grow Infidels; if they grow
into a Belief that Religion countenances Bitternels,
Outrage, and Severities, nay, commands all thefe,
they become Bigots 3 the worft and moft mifchie-
vous Chara@ter of the Two: For, Unbelievers,
gaided by the Rules of Prudence or Good-na-
ture, may be good Neighbours and .inoffenfive
Men; but Bigotry, ftanding upon the Ruins of
Reifon, and ’éeing conduéted by no Light but
that of an inflamed Imagination, and a four, bit-
ter, and narrow Spirit, there is no Violence nor
Basbarity which 1t is not capable of wifhing or
alting.

Happinefs is the chief End of Man, and the
faving of his Soul is his chicf Happinefs; fo that
every Man is moft concerned for his own Sou,&

at
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and more than any other can be: And if no Ob-
ftrution be thrown in his Way, he will for the
moft part do all in his Power for his own Salva--
tion, and will certainly do it beft; and when he
has done all that he can, he has done all that he
ought: People cannot be faved by Force; nor can
all the Powers in the World together make one
true Chriftian, or convince one Man. Convic-
tion_is the Province and EffeCt of Reafon; when
that fails, nothing but the Grace of God can fup-

ly it: And what has the Power and Penalties of
R/{cn to do cither with Reafon or Grace; which
being both the Gifts of God, are not to be con-
quered by Chains, though they may be weakened,
and even banifhed, by worldly Allurements blended
with Chriftianity, ard by the worldly Pride of its
Profeflors ?
. The Methods of Power are repugnant to the

Nature of Convi€tion, which muft“::ither be pro-
moted by Exhortation, Kindnefs, Example, and
Arguments, or can never be promoted at all; Vio-
lence does, on the contrary, but provoke Men,
. and confirm them in Error ; nor will they ever be
brought to believe, that thofe who barbaroufly rob
them of their prefent Happinefs, can be charitably
concerned for their future, .

It is evident in Fad, that moft of the different
religious Inftitutions now fubfifting in the World,
have been founded upon Ambition and Pride; and.
were advanced, propagated, and eftablithed, by
Ufurpation, Fation, and Oppreflion:” They were
begun for the moft part by Enthuﬁaﬂs, or by de-,
figning and unpreferred Churchmen ; or at leait
occafioned by the continued Ufurpations and In-,
fults of crucl and oppreflive ones, and alwglz"s in.

imes
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‘Times of Faltion and general Difcontent. Tur-
bulent and afpiring Men, difcarded and difcon-
tented Courtiers, or ambitious and defigning Statef-
men, have taken Advantage from thefe general
Dilorders, or from the hot and giddy Spirits of an .
enthufiaftical or opprefled People, and from thence
have formed Parties; and fetting themfelves at the
Head, formed National Eftablithments, with the
Concurrence of weak Princes, fometimes in Op-
pofition to them, by the Affiftance of faltious
Clergymen and falious Affemblies, often by Tu-
mults and popular Infurretions ; and at laft, un-
der Pretence of faving Mens Souls, they feized
their Property. A fmall Acquaintance with Ec-
cleﬁ‘aﬂicareHiﬂory,‘and the Hiftory of the Turks
and Saracens, will fhew fuch Caufes as thefe to
have given Rife to moft of the National Religious
Eftablithments upon Earth: Nor can I fec how
any future ones can arife by other Means, whilft
Viclence and worldly Intereft have any thing to
do with them, - -

Such therefore as is the Government of a Coun-
try, fuch will be made its Religion; and no body,
1 hope, is now to learn what is, and ever will be,
the Religion of moft Statefmen; even a Religion
of Power, to do as little Good and as much Mif-
chief as they pleafe, Nor have Churchmen, when
tl.ey ruled States, had ever any other View; but
having double Authority, had gencrally double
Infilence, and remarkably lefs Mercy and Regard
to Cenfcience or Property, than others who had
fewer Ties to be merciful and juft: And there-
fore the foreft T'yrants have been they, who united
in cne Perfon the Royalty and Pricithood. I'lie

Pope’s Yoke is more grisvous than that of any
Chiiftian
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Chriftian Prince upon Earth 3 nor is there 2 Trace
of Property, or elicit{; or of the Religion of
“Fefus (gfrl/{ found in the Dominjons of this Fa-
ther of Chriflendom 3 all is Ignorance, Bigotry,
Idolatry, Barbarity, Hunger, Chains, and cvery
Specics of Mifery. The Caliphs of Egypt, who
founded the Sararen Empire there, and maintained .
jt for a great while, were at once Kings and
Priefts ; and there never lived more raging %i ots,
or more furious and oppreflive Barbarians. T'he
Monarchy of Perfia, which is alfo a fevere T'y-
ranny, has the Priefthood annexed to it; and the
Sophy is at the fame time the Caliph. The Turkifh
Religion is founded on Impofture, blended with
“outrageous and avowed Violence; and by their
Religion, the Imperial Executioner is, next to
their Alworan, the moft facred Thing amongft
them : And though he be not himfelf Chief Prieft,

et he creates and uncreates him at Pleafure, and
15, without the Name of Mufti, the Chief Do&or,
or rather Author of their Religion ; and we alf
know what Sort of a Religion it is. ’

« In Faét, as erbitrary Princes want a Religion
fuited to the Genius of  their Power, they model
their Religion fo as to ferve all the Purpofes of
‘I'yranny; and debafe, corrupt, difcourage, or per-
fecute all Religion which is again®t Tyranny, as
all true Religion is: For this Reafon, not one of
the great abfolute Princes in Eurgpe embraced the
Reformation, nor would fuffer his People to em-
brace ity but they were all bitter and profetled Ene-
mics to it: Whereas all the great free States, ex-
cept Potand, and moft of the fmall frce States, be-
came Proefants,  Thus the Englyb, Scotch, the
Duity the Bakemians, avd Sweden and Deringrd,

{which
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(which were then free Kingdoms) the greateft Part
of Switxerlind, with Geneva, and all the Hans-
Towns, which were not awed by the Emperor,
threw oft the Popi/b Yoke: And not one of the
free Popifb States, out of ltaly, could be ever
brought to receive the Inguifition; and the State of
Vevige, the greateft free gtate there, to fhew that
they received it againft their Will, have takeén
wit{ Care to render it inefle€tual: And many of
the Papi/b free States would never come into Pers
fecution, which they knew would impoverith and
difpcople them 3 and therefore the States of Arra-
geny Valencia, and Cataloria, oppofed, as much as
they were able, the Expulfion of the Mowrs, which
was a purc A& of Regal Power, to the Undoing
of Spain 3 and therefore a deftrutive and barbarous
A& of Tyvanny, As to the Proteflant Countries,
which have fince loft their Liberties, there is much
miferable Ignorance, and much bitter and impla-
cable Bigotry, but little Religion, and no Charity,
among(t themn, .

We look-upon Mantezuma, and other Tyrants,
who worfhipped God with human Sacrifice, as fo
many Monters, and hug ourfelves that we have
no fuch Sons of Myluh here in Europe; not confi-
dering, that every Man put to Death for his Reli-
gion, by the Inguifition and elfewhere, isa real hu-
man Sacrifice, as it is burning and butchering Men
for God’s Sake, ’

I think no body will deny, but that in King
Z.-:ma's Time, we owed the Prefervation of our

eligion to our Libertics, which both our Clergy
and People almoft unanimoufly concurred to de-
fend, with a Refolution and Boldnefs worthy of

dritonis and Freemen,  And as the Caufe and
' ' Bleflings
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Bleflings of Liberty are ftill better underftood, its
Spirit and Intereft daily increafe, Mot of the Bi«
fhops, and many of the inferior Clergy, are pro-
fefledly in the Principles of Civil and Reli%ious Li-
berty, notwithftanding the ftrong and early Preju-
‘dices of Education, And I hope foon to fe¢ them
all as thorough Advocates for publick Liberty, as
their Predeceflors were, upon Grounds lefs juft,
In the ‘Times of Popery ; and then there will be an
End of the pernicious and knavith Diftinétion of
1Vkig and Tory; and all the World will unite in
aying them that Refpe@ which is due to their
oly Office. -
Iylhall conclude with this fhort Application 3
‘T hat as we love Religion, and the Author of it,
we ought to love and preferve our Liberties,

ITam, &e.,

SATURDAY, Felruary 24, 1731, No, 67,

Arts and Sciences she Effects of Civil Liberty only, and
ever defirgyed or oppreffed by Tyranny,

S TR,
HAVING already fhewn, that Naval Trade
and Power cannot fubifift but in free Coun-
trics alone, I will now thew, that the fame is truy
of domeftick Arts aud Sciences; and that both
thefe, and Population, which is their conftant
Concomitant, and their chief Caufe as well 23

their cortain Effed, are born of Liberty, and
: aurfud,
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nurfed, educated, encouraged, and endowed, by
- Liberty alone.

Men will not fpontancoufly toil and labour but
for their own Advantage, for their Pleafure or
their Profit, and to obtain fomething which the
want or defire, and which, for the moft part, is
not to be obtained but by Force or Confent. Force
is often dangerous 3 and when employed to acquire
what is not ours, it is always unjuft; and there-
fore Men, to procurc from others what they had
not before, muft gain their Confent ; which is not
to be gained, but by giving them in lieuw of the
‘T hing defired, fomething which they want and
value more than what they part with, This is
what we call Trade; which is the Exchange of
one Commodity for another, or for that which
purchafes all Commodities, Silver and Gold.

Men, in their firlt State, content themfelves
with the fpontaneous Productions of Nature, the
Fruits of the Field and the liquid Stream, and
fuch occafional Suppliss as they now and then re-
ceive from the Deftruétion of other Animals. But
when thofe Supplies become infufficient to fupport
their Numbers, their next Refource is to open the
Bofom of the Earth, and, by proper Application
and Culture, to extort Ler hidden Stores: And
thus weie invented T'illage and Planting,  And
an Hundred Men thus employed can fetch from
the Bowels of our comimion” Mother, Food and
Suftenance enough for ‘Fen Times their own
Number; and one Tenth part more may poffibly -
be able to fupply all the Inftrumsents of Husbandry,
and whatever is barely neceflary to fupport thefe
Hubandmen: So that 2ll the reft of the People
mult rob or flarve, unkfs dithes tiic Proprictoss ‘of

Lie
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the Land will give them the Produce of their

_ Eftates for nothing, or they can find fomething
wherewithal to purchafe it, .

Now in Countries where no other Arts are in
Ufe, but only Husbandry and the Profeflions ne-
ceflary to it, and to fupport thofe who arc em-
ployed about it ; all the other Inhabitants have no
Means of purchafing Food and Raiment, but by
felling their Perfons, and becoming vile Slaves ard
Vaflals to their Princes, Lords, or other Proprietors
of the Land; and are obliged, for necefary Sufte-
nance, to follow them in their wild Wars, and
their perfonal and fatious Quarrels, and to becomic
the bafe Inftruments of their Ambition and Pride,
Great Men will rather throw their Eftates into
Forefts and Chafes, for the Support of wild Beafts,
and for their own Pleafure in hunting them, than
into Farms, Gardens, and fruitful Ficlds, if they
can get nothing from the Produ&ions of them,

" This is the forlorn Condition of Mankind, in
moft of the wild Empires of the Eaf; this was -
their Condition in all the Guthick Governments ;
and this is the Condition of Poland and of the
Highiands of Scatland § where a few have Liberty,
and all the reft are Slaves, And nothing can free
Mankind from this abject and forlorn Condition,
but the Invention of Arts and Sciences ; that is,

“the finding out of more Materials and Expedients
to make Life cafy and pleafant ; and the inducing
People to believe, what they will readily believe,

“that cther Things are neceflary to their Happinefs,
befides thofe which Nature has made neceflary,
Thus the Luxury of the Rich becomes the Bread
of the Poor.

As
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As foon as Men are freed from the Importuni-
ties of Hunger and Cold; the Thoughts and De-
fire of Conveniency, Plenty, Ornament, and Po-
litenefs, do prefently fucceed : And then follow
after, in very quick {’rogreﬂion, Emulation, Ath-
bition, Profufion, and the Love of Power: And
all thefe, under proper Regulations, contribute'to
the Happinefs, Wealth, and Security of Societies,
It is natural to Men and Societies, to be fetting
their Wits and their Hands to work, to find out
all Means to fatisfy their Wants and Defires, and
to enable them to live in Credit and Comfort, and
tc make fuitable Provifion that their Poflerity may
live fo after them, .

Neceflity is tlie Mother of Invention ; and fo
is the Opinion of Neceflity, Whilt Things are
in their own Nature neceflary to us, or, from
Cuftom and Fancy, made neceflary ; we will be
turning cvery ‘I'hought, and trying every Method,
how to come at them; and where they cannot
be got by Violence and Rapine, Recourfe will be
had to Invention and Induftry. And here'is the
Sour¢e of Arts and Sciences 3 which alone can
fupport Multitudes of People, who will never be
wanting to the Mecans which bring them Sup-

rt, .
poWhere-evcr there is Employment for People,
there will be People; and People, in moft Coune
trics, are forced, for want of other Employment,
to cut the Throats of onc another, or of their
Neighbours; and to ramble after their Princes in
all their mad Conquefts,, ridiculous Contentions,
and other mifchievous Maggots 3 and all to get,
wiith great Labour, Hazard, and often with great
. Hunger
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| Hunger and Slaughter, a poor, precarious, and
momentary Subfiftence,

And therefore whatever State gives more Fn-
couragement to its Subjets than the neighbouring
States do, and finds them more Work, and gives
them greater Rewards for that Work ; and by all
thefe laudable Ways makes human Condition eaficr
than it is elfewhere, and fecures Life and Property
better; that State will draw the Inhabitants from
the neighbouring Countries to its own; and when
thty are there, they will, by being richer and
fafer, multiply fafter, Men will naturally fly from
Danger to Security, from Poverty to Plenty, and
from a Life of Mifery to a Life of Felicity,

And as there will be always Indufiry where-
ever theie is Protection ; fo where-ever there i$ In-
duftry and Labour, there will be the Silver, tle
Gold, the Jewels, the Power, and the Empire.
It does not import who they are that have con-
quered, or inhabit the Countrics where Silver and
Gold are Natives, or who they are that toil for
them in the Mine; fince they will be the Pofte(-
fors of the Coin, who can purchafe it afterwards
with the Goods and Manufa&ures which the Pro-
prietors of the Mine and their Pcople want, One
Artificer in England, or Holland, can make Ma-~
nufa&ure enbugh in a Week to buy as much Silver
and Gold at the Mine, as a Labourer. there can
dig and prepare in 'a Month, or perhaps Two
and all the while that Spsin and Portugal leflen
their Inhabitants, we encreafe ours; They lofc
their People by fending them away to dig in the
Mines; and we, by making the Manufallures
which they want, and the Inftruments which
they ufe, multiply ours, By this Means cxt'zcry

. an

.
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Man that they fend out of their Country is 2 Lof
to ity becaufe the Return and Produce of their
Labour goes to enrich rival Nations ; whereas
every Man that we fend to our Plantations, adds
to the Number of our Inhabitants here at Home,
by maintaining fo many of them employed in fo
many ManufaGures which they take off there;
befides fo many Artificers in Shipping, and all the
numerous 1'raders and Agents concerned in ma-
naging and venting the Produce of the Plantations,
when it is brought kither, and in bringing i hi-
ther: So that the Engli/b Planters in America, be-
fides maintaining themfelves and Ten times as
muny Nigroes, maintain likewife great Numbers
,of their Countrymen in England, .

Such are the Bleflings of Liberty, and fuch is
the Difference which it makes between Country
and Country! ‘T he Spani/b Nation loft mych more |
by the Lofs of their Libertics, followed with the
Expulfion of the Mors, than ever they got by the
Gold and Silver Mountains of Mexico and Perw,
or could get by all the Mines of Gold, Silver, and
Diamonds upon Earth,

Where there is Liberty, there are Encourage-
ments to Labour, becaufe People labour for them-
felves; and no one can take from them the Ac-
quifitions which they make by their Labour:
“There will be the greateft Numbers of People,
becaufe they find Employment and Protection ;
there will be the greatdft Stocks, becaufe moft is
to be got, and eafieft to be got, and fafeft when |
it is got ; and thofe Stocks will be always encrea-
fing by a new Acceffion of Money acquired elfe-
where, where there is no Security of esHoying it
there People will be able to work cheapett, bccalufre

cfs




CATO's LETTERS. 3¢9

Yefs Taxcs will be put upon their Work, and upen
the Neceflaries which muft fupport them whilft
they are about it: ‘T'here People will dare to own
their being rich ; there will be moft People bred
up to Trade, and Trade and Traders will be
motft refpected 3 and there the Intereft of Money
will be lower, and the Security of poflefling it
greater, than it ever can be in tyrannical Govern-
ments, where Life and "Property and all Things
muft depend uKon the Humour of a Prince, the
Caprice of a Minifter, or the Demand of a Har-
lot. Under thofc Governments few People can
have Money, and they that have mutt lock it up,
or bury it to keep it ; and dare not engage in large
Defigns, when the Advantages may be reaped by
their rapacious Governors, or given up by them
in a fenfeles and wicked I'reaty :  Befides, fuch
(lovernors contemn ‘I'rade and Artificers; and
oily Mcn of the Sword, who have an Intereft
jucompauble with ‘I'rade, arc cncouraged by
them,

For thefe Reafons, T'rade cannot be carried
on fo chezp as in frce Countries ; and whoever
fupplies the Commodity cheapeft, will ¢ommand
the Market, In free Countries, Men bring out
their Money for their Ufe, Pleafure, and Profir,
and thenk of all Ways to employ it for theic In-
et and Advantaze,  New Projects are cvery
Day invented, new ‘Frades fearclied aiter, new
Munutactures fet up 3 and when “Uradefinen have
rothing to fear but from thofe whom they tiutt,
Credit will run high, and they will veuture in
I rude tor many tunes as much as they are worti ;
But in arbivary Counuics, Men in "Viade are
cvery Moment huble to te undone, \\i(hout(, the

: 3uit

.
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Guilt of Sea or Wind, without the Folly or
“I'reachery of their Correfpondents, or their own
want of Care or Induftry: Their Wealth fhall be
their Snare; and their Abilitics, Vigilance, and
their Succefs, fhall either be their undoing, or né-
thing to their Advantage : Nor can they truft any
one clfe, or any one elfe them, when Payment
and Performance muft depend upon the Honefty
anerifdom of thofe, who often g:vc none,

Ignorance of Arts and Sciences, and of every
Thing that is good, together with Poverty, Mi-
fery, and Defolation, are found for the moft part
all'together, and are all certainly produced by Ty-
ranny, In all the great Empires of Morocco, Abyf-
Jinia, Perfia, and India, there is not amongft the
Natives fuch a Thing as a tolerable Architect;
nor on¢ good Building, unlefs we except a Palace
buile by a Pertugueze for the Abyfinian Emperor 3
and perhaps there may be in_all thefe vaft Conti-
nents a few more good Houfes built by Eurcpeans,
‘The AKthispians have fcarce fuch a Thing as an
Artificer among them ; their only Weavers are the
Fews, who are likewife their Smiths, whofe high-
¢t Employment in Iron is to make Heads for
their Spearsy and for Artifts of their own, their -
wretched Trumpeters and Horn-winders feem to
be the higheft,  When the Fefuits built a few
Churches and Chapels in their Country, the
whole Nation were alarmed, taking them for fo

~ many Caftles and Fortrefles, The reft of their
Condition is of a-piece ; they are abjeétly miferable,
in fpite of their Soil, which in many Places is
lusuriant, and yields ‘Three Crops a Year: Of
fuch fmall Efiect are the Gifts of God to his
Cicatuies,
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Crca(;n:’ea, when the Breath of a Tyrant can blaft
them

In Perfia, the Carpeiters and Joyners have
but four T'ools for all their Work, and we may
guefs what fort of Work they make ; they have a
Hatchet, a Saw, and a Chizzel, and one fort of
Plainer, brought thither not long fince by a French-
man, As to Printing, they have none; nor any
Paper but coarfe brown Stuff, which cannot be
folded without breaking to Pieces. In Painting,
they do not go beyond Birds and Flowers, and are
utterly ignorant of Figures and Hiftory.

Egypt was once the Mother of Arts and Scien-
ces, and from thence Greece had them: But Egypt
lofing its Libertics, loft with them all Politenefs,
as all Nations do; and the Pyramids were built
by the fieft Egyptian Tyrants, while the Know-
Jedge of Arts was not yct loft in Barbarifm, .and
before the Country was difpeopled, elfe they never
had been built.  Nor could all the Power of the
Orteman Empire build fuch in the Place now,
though the Turks were not Savages in the Sciences,
as they are, ¢ ‘Tl the Time of Ramplfinitus,
s fays’ Herodotus, the Egyptians report, that Li-
¢ "berty flourifhed, and the Laws were the high-
¢ eft Power” ‘Then he tells us, that Cheops,
the Succeflor of that King, falling into all De-
bauchery and Tyranny, employed a Hundred
‘I'houfand of his People in drawing of Stone ;
Diodorus Siculus fays, “I'hree Hundred and Sixty
‘I'houfand were employed in this inhuman Drudg-
ery ; —— and then he began a Pyramid. ‘I'he
Lgyprians grew alterwards in Ignorarxe, Barbarity,
and Yilenefs, and almoft any body that invaded
them, maitered them; and when they were de-

fended,
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fended, the free Greeds defended them, 2 Band of
them being ﬁnerally entertained for that End by
the Egyptian Kings. ~ It is true, One or Two of
the Puolomeys, particularly the Firft, attempted to
revive Arts and Learning among(t them ; but the
Attemipt came to nothing : They were Slaves,
incapable either of tafting or producing the Em-

bellifhments and Excellencies of Liberty, of which *

" they had been long deprived ; and therefore the
Greek Attifts, and the Greek Profeflors in Egypey
had the Glory of every Improvement to them-
fclves, as indeed they were the Authors of all.
T'he Romans afterwards left there many Monu-
ments of their Grandeur and Politenefs: But when
their frce Government ended, as T'yranny fuc-
ceeded, fo did Burbarity all over the Empire, and
no where more than in Lgypt, which is at this
Day the Prey of robbing and thieving Arats, and
of oppreflive and devouring Turls,

I thall here fubjoin a fummary Account given
us by that judicious I'raveller Monficur Bernier,
concerning the Condition of the T"hrez great Eat-
cin Empires, beft known to us, It is in his laft
Chagter of The Hiflwry of the Great Megul,

There is, fays he, almoft no Perfon fecure

from the Violence of the Governorsy, Timariotsy

and Farmers of the Royal Rents; nor can the
Princes, though they were difpofed, hinder thefe
Violences, nor prevent the ‘I'yranny of their Ser-
vants over their People ; which fhould be the
chiet mployment of a King. ‘This ‘T'yranny is
often fo cxtenflive, that it leaves to the Pealant
and T'radefman neither Food nor Raiment, but
robs them of the common Neceflaries of Life,
and they live in Mifery, and die with Hmlngcr:

I iy

et e A1, o
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‘They cither beget no Children; or, if they do,
fce them perifh in their Infancy, for want of
Food: Sometimes they defert their Huts and
Land, to become Lacqueys to the Soldiers, or fiy
to neighbouring Nations (where their Condition 1s
not mended.) In fhort, the Land is not tilled but
by Force, and therefore wretchedly tilled ; and
great Part of it lics wafle and is loft: There is
no body to clear the Ditches and Water-Courfes ;
no body to build Houfes, or to repair thofe that
are ruinous.  The Timariot will not improve the
Ground for his Succeflor, not knowing how foon
he may come; nor will the Peafant work for a
Tyrant, and ftarve while he does it: And neither
Timeriot nor Peafant will labour for Bread which
others are to eat, So the Peafant is left to ftarve,
and the Land to become a Defart,

Hence it is, that we fce thofe vaft States in A/is
sun and runninF to wretched Ruin : Moft of their
Towns are raifcd with Dirt and Earth ; and you
fee nothing but ruinous Towns, and deferted Vil-
Jages: And hence it is, that thofe celebrated Re-
gions of Mefipotamia, Anatolia, Palefline, with
thofe admirable Plains of Antioch, and fo man
other Countries, anciently fo well manured, fo
fertile, and fo full of People, are all at prefent half
deferted, abandoned, and untilled, or become pe-
ftilent and uninhabitable s, Egypt is in the
like Condition 3 and within thefe fourfcore Years,
above the tenth Part of its incomparable Soil is
Joft by Poverty, and want of Hands to fcour the
-Channels of the Nilk, and remove the Sand which
covers their Fields, o ’

From the fame Caufes, Arts languith and flarve
in thofe Countrics: For with what Heart can an
" Vou, Il o) Artizan
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Artizan labour and ftudy for ignorant Boggars,
who are not Judges of his Work, and cannot pay
him for it, or for Grandees who will not? He is
fo far from any Proipcé& of Reward, that he is not
only without all Hopes of Wealth, Office, or Lands;
but, to avoid being thought rich, muft live poorly :
He muft never eat a good Meal, never wear a &-
«cent Coat, never appear to be worth Sixpence,
Nay, he is bappy if he can efcape the Korrah, 4
terrible Whip exercifed by the great Lords vpon
the Artifts; proper Encouragement of Ingenuity !

Indeed, the Knowladge and Beauty of Arts had
been loft in thofe Countries long fince, were it not
that the Kings and Grandees give Wages to cer-
tain Handicraftfmen, who work in their Houfes,
and, to efcspe the Whip, do their beft: Befides,
the rich Merchants, who fhare their Gains with
Men in Power, to be proteGted them, give
thefe Handicraftfmen a little more Pay, and byt &
lile, We muft not therefore think, upon fecing
sich Eaflern Stuffs here, that the Workman there
is in any Condition or Efteem: He works not for
himfelt; Only Neceflity and the Cudgel makos
him work 3 and let him work how he will, he is
doomed to live miferably, to clothe himfclf mean~
ly, to eat poorly, :

Traffick alfo in thofe Countrics is faint and
decaying : For how many are there that care to
take’ much Pains; to make dangerous Voyages,
and take long Journeys; to be conflantly running
up and down ; to write much, to live in perpe-
tual Anxiety and Care, and to rifque all Hazards
and Chances; and all for a precarious Gain,
which is at the Mercy of the next greedy Go-
vernor? ¢ -

: This
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- 'This whqlc-gl ter of Bersier deferves every
Man's reading : 1 have only Room to add Part of
‘anothor Barageaph. Talking of the Tardih Eume
pire: We have travelled, jfy: be, through almoft -
all the Parts of it 3, we have feen how wolujly it
‘is_ruined and difpeopled ; and how in the Capityl
City the raifing of five or fix thoufand Men re-
quires three whole Months: And we know what

+ a2 Fall it ;muft bave had before now, bad it not

been for the Supplies of Chriftian Slaves and Cap-
tives brought ,ni(:r«f cvery Year fram all Part,
.Without doube, if the ame Sort of Government
continug, that State willdeftroy itfelf : It is at this
Day maintained by its own Weaknefs, and muft
at laft fall by it, * The Governors are freqyently
<hanged, "to make Room for new Oppreflors ; but
neither has any on¢ Goyernor, or ofie Sybjed in
the whaje Empire, a Penny that he can call his
own, to maintain the leaft Party ; nor, if he had
Money, are there any Men to be had in thefe wide
defolate Provinces, A blefled Expedient this, to
make a State fubfit! An Expedicnt, much like
that of a Brama of Pegu, who, to prevent Sedition,
commanded that no Land fhould be tifled for fome
Years together; and having thus deflroyed half-
the Kingdom with Hunger, he turned it into Fo-
refts: Which Method, however, did not anfwer
his End, nor prevent Divifions in that State, which
was reduced lg low, that a Handful of Cbine/é Fy-

itives were like 10 have taken and maftered the
%a isal City Ava,

Thus far Bernjer,  Sir Poul Ricqut tells us, that . .

it is a reigaing Maxim in_the Turkjh Policy, to
lay a great Part of their Empire wafte, ~— A
axim, which they neéd take no Pains to prac-
o : O tifo;
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tifc ; fince, without deftroying deliberately theje
People and Provinces, which yét they do, "the
"dreadful Spirit of their Government creates Defo-
lation faft enough in all Confcience, S
Tke whole City of Dibli, the Capital of India,
is obliged to follow the Great Mogul their Empe-
‘yor, when he takes a Journcy,'oticir whole De-
pendence being upon the Court and the Sold'ery 3
for they cannot fupport themfelves : “nor is the
Country round them, which is either waflé, or
its Inhabitants ftarving, able to fupport them.  So
that the Citizéns of this mighty K‘/)lecro lis, are
only the wretched Suttlers to a Camp: ’l?hey are
forced to leave their Houfes empty, and ftroll after
their Monarch, whenever he is gracioufly difpofed
to take a Jaunt; and are abfent fometimes from
home a Year and a half together. IR

The Jefuit Nicholas Pimenta, who was in Pegn
about an hundred and twenty Years ago, gives
this Account of it: The lat King, /s b, "was
a mighty King, and could bring into the Field a
Million and fixty thoufand Men, taking onc out
of ten: But his Son had, by his Wars, his Op-
preflions, his Murders, and other Cruelties, made

" fuch quick Difpatch of his SubjcQls, that all that
were Jeft did not exceed feven Thoufand, inclu-
ding Men, Women, and Children, What an af-
fefting Inftance is here of the peftilential Nature
“of Tyranny! _

It'is not unlikely that fome of thefe fatal Wars
were made by this inhuman Prince, for White
Elcphants ; and that he either made or provoked
Invafions upon that Score, as I have inftanced in
anothet Paper: And I fhall here add fomething
to inake this Conjc&ure ftill more probable, M,

Ralph
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Raph Fitch, a Merchant of Londom, was at Pegu
thirteen or fourteen Years before Pimenta, in the
Reign of the above potent Kir;g 3 and he fays,
¢ Such is the Efteem that this King has for an
¢¢ Elephant of this Colour, that amongft his other
¢ Titles, he is called King V the T¥bite Elephants
¢ a Title, which to him feems as lofty as any of
¢ the reft. And that no other Prince round
¢¢ about him may wear this glorious T'itle, there-
¢ fore none of them muft keep a White Ele-
¢¢ phant, though Nature gave it them; but muft
¢ fend jt to him, or an Army fhall fetch it; for
¢ rather than not have it, he will make War
“ for it, .

He fays, that the Houfes of thefe Creatures aré
fplendidly gile, and fo are the Silver Veflels out of
which they are fed. When they go to the River
to be wathed, which they do every Day, fix or
feven Men bear up a Canopy of Cloth of Gold or
Silk over them ; and as many more march with
Drums and mufical Inftruments before them ; and
when they come out of the Water, their Fect-
dre wafhed in great Silver Bafons by Perfons of
Quality, whofe Office it is thus to ferve them,
Bernier fays, the Great Mogul allows fixed Pen-
fions (fometimes very large ones) to every Ele-
phant, with proper Attendance; nay, two Men
are employed in the fultry Months, to ftand, one
on each Side, to fan them.

I only mention this, to fhew how much more
Care thefe Tyrants take of their Beafts, than of
their People. * And it is too true of all arbitrary
Pripces ; their Stable of Horfes is dearer to them
$han their Subjedls, and live infinitely better,

O3 This
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‘Fhis is almoft univerfally tra¢ where-ever there
are fuch. Nay, they valué theit Dogs niore than
they do the Lives of Men. When the Grand
Scignior goes a hunting, a-great Number of Pea-
fants muft enclofe the Ground for feveral Leagucs
round, and keep in the Game; this they muft
often do for many Days together, fonietinies in Ice
and Snow, with hunzry Bellies, By which Means
their Work is negleéted, their Grounds are de-
firoyed, and they themfelves are miany tinies killed
in the Sport, or ftarved in attending if; and it
often happens, that forty ot fifty of his own Fol-
lowers perith in a Day.  Sultan Malsrher’s grand
Yalconer had once the Honefly apd Boldnefs to
Feprefint to Iis Mafter all this Deftro&ion and
Carnage which attended his endlefs Paffion for
Huriting ; but all the Anfiwer which he recéived
from this Father of the Faithful, was, By ol
Aleuns fake Care of the Dogey e them kave Chtbing
and other Accommedations, o
* T his Paper upon Arts and Population grows t6d
Jong: I fhall therefore referve fo ariothér what §

hav(e} to fay futther upon this Subjedt. -

v damy &y
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SAaTuRrRDAY, March 3, 1721, No, 63,

Property and Commerce fecure in a free Goroernment
only s with the confuming Miferies under fimie
Monarchies,

S IR,
HERE fend you what I have to fay furtler
upon Arts, Induftry, and Population, I'o live
fecurely, happily, and independently, is the End
and Effect of Liberty ; and it is the Ambition of
all Men to live agreeably to their own Humours
and Difcretion, Nor did ever any Man that could
live fatisfaétorily without ‘a Mafter, defire to live
under oney and real or fancied Neceflity alone
makes Men the Scrvanws, Followers, and Crea-
tures of one another, And therefore all Men are
animated by the Paflion of acquiring and defending
Property, becaufe Property is the beft Support of
that Indcpendency, fo paflionately defired by all
Men, Even Men the moft dependent have it
conftantly in their Heads and their Withes, to be-
come independent one Time or otlery and the
Property which they are acquiring, or niean to
acquire by that Dependency, is intended to biiiyg;
them out'of it, and to procure them an agreeab'e
Independency,  And as Happinefs is the Eficét of
Independency, and lodependency the Effe@ of
Property; fo ccrtain Property is the Effe& of 1.ie
berty alone, and can only be fecured by the Laws
of Liberty; Laws which are made by Cenfent,
and cannot be repecled witheut it,
O3 All

*
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All thefe Bleflings, therefore, are only the Gifts
and Confequences of Liberty, and only to be found
in free Countries, where Powcr is fixed on one
Side, and Property fecured on the other; where
the cne cannot break Bounds without Check, Pe-
nalties, or Forfeiture, nor the other fuffer Dimi«
nution without Redrefs; where the People have
no Mafters but the Laws, and fuch as the Lawsg
appoint = where both Laws and Magiftracy are
formed by the People or their Deputies; and no
Demands are made upon them, but what are made
by the Law, and they know to a Penny what to
pay before it is asked ; where they that exaét from
them more than the Law allows, are punifhable
by the Law; and where the Legiflators arc equally
bound by their own A&ls, equally involved in the
Confequences, :

Ttere can be no Good, wheré there arc none
of the Caufes of Good; and confequently all the
Advantages of Liberty muft be loft with Liberty,
and all the Evils of T'yranny muft accompany
Tyranny, I have in my laft taken a View of the
Eif'orn Monarchies, with regard to the miferable
Decay of their Pecple and Arts; I fhail in this
cenfise myfelf, for Inftances, to Furope, and be-
gin with Mul:vy, by far the greateft Empire for
‘Tewtitory in” Chriflendom : And becaufe ‘the Left
fhort Account that I have fecn of that Govern-
ment, is given by Giles Fletchber, who was there in
the latter End of Queen Elizaleth’s Time, I fhall
here recite Part of that Account,

Talking of the many wicked and barbarous Arts
ufed by the late Czars of Ruffia, to drain and op-
prefs their People, he fays; ¢ They would fufter
‘ their People to give frccly to the Monaﬁerifs,

(1] a3
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¢ (as many do, efpecially in their lat Wills) and
“ ((h?s the ydo, bccme tgéy may have the l\ione
¢ of the Realm more ready at Hand, when theyliK
¢ to take it,which is many Times done; the Friars
L Pming freely with fome, rather than lofe all,

¢ Yobn Bafilowirz, pretended to refign the Crown
« to the Prince of Cazan, and to retire for the
¢ reft of his Life to a Monaftery: He then caufed
¢¢ this new King to call in all the Ecclefiaftical
¢¢ Charters, and to cancel them, Then pretend-
¢ ing to diflike this Fa&t, and the Mifrule of the
«¢ new King, he refumed the Scepter, poflefled
¢¢ a3 he was of all the Church Lands; of which
¢¢ he kept what he would, and gave new Char-’
¢¢ ters for the reft, By this he wrung from the
¢¢ Ecclefiafticks a vaft Sum; and yet hoped to.
¢¢ abate the ill Opinion of his Government, by
¢¢ fhewing a worfe, s
¢ When they want to levy a new Tax, they
¢t make a Shew of Want, as was done by Duke
¢¢ Theodore ; who, though left’ very rich by his
¢¢ Father, yet fold moft of bis Plate, and coined
¢¢ the reft, that he might feem in Neceflity ¢
¢ Whereupon prefently came out a new Tax up-
¢ on his People,
" ¢ They would fometimes fend their Meflengers
¢¢ into the Provinces to foreftal and engrofs the
¢¢ Commodities of the Country, taking them at
¢ {mall Prices, what they themfelves lifted, and
¢¢ felling them again at exceffive Prices to their
¢ own Merchants, or to Strangers, If they re-.
¢¢ fufe to buy them, then they force them into it:
¢ ‘The like they do, when any Commodity thus.
¢ engrofled, Foreign or Native, fuch as Cloth of
"0 ¢ Gold,,

-
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'GgoM, Broad Cloth," and the like, happens to

decay, by lying upon Hand ; it is forced upon
the Merchants at the Empetor’s Price, whether
they will or no, B
¢ Befides the engroffing of foreign Commodi-
ties, and forcing them upon the Merchants
they make a Monopoly for a Seafon ‘of all fuch
Commiodities as are paid the Prince for Rent or
Cuftom ; and this they do to enhance the Price
of them: Thus they monopolize Furs, Corn
Wood, &%, during ail whicgo ‘T'ine none muf:
fell of the fame Commodity, till the Emperor’s
be all fold, o
« The above-mentioned Jobn Bafilowitz fent
into Permis &Country of the: poor Semsides)
for certain Loads of "Cedar, though he well
knew that none grew there; and the Inhabi.
tants returncd Anfwer, that they could find
ncne, Whereupon he taxed the Country in
T'welve Thoyfand Rubles. —=—— Again, he..
fent to the City of Mafinb to provide for him a
Meafure full of Fleas, for a Medicine. They
anfwered, that the Thing was infpoffible ; and
if’ they could get them, yet they could not mea-
fure them, becaufe of their Jeaping out.  Upon
wiiich he fet a Mulé upon theni of SevenTlious
fand Rubles, : o

.« "Fo thfe tay be added;’ thefr Scizures and

(14
1)
[13
(1)
‘e
‘

-~

Confifcations upon fuch a5 afe undef Difplea-
fare, and the Comnivance at the Oppreffess
and Extortions of the Goveérnors of the Pro-
vinces, till their Time be expired; ahd then
turning all thefr wicked Plurder into the Em-
peror’s Treafury, but never a Peitng back again
K v LN (%Y
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¢ ¢o the right Owner, how great or evident focver
¢ the Injury be,

¢ As to the People, they are of no Rank or
¢ Account, and efteemed no better than Villains;
¢ and fo they fubfcribe themfclves in all their
¢ Writings to any of the Nobility, as they of the
¢¢ Nobility do to the Emperor: And indeed, no
¢¢ Bond Slaves arc kept more in Awe and Subjec-
¢¢ tion, ‘than the common People are, by the
¢ Nobility, Officers, and Soldiers ; fo that when
¢ a poor Moufick (one of the Commonalty) meets
¢¢ any of them upon the Highway, he muft turn
$¢ himfelf about, as not daring to Jook them in
¢¢ the Face, and fall down with his Head to the
¢ very Ground, ’
% And as to the Lands and Goods of thefe mi-
¢¢ ferable People, they are fo expofed td the Rapine
% of the Nobility and Soldiers, befides the Taxes,
¢ Cuftoms, am{ Scizures, and other publick Ex-
¢¢ altions laid-upon them by the Emperor, that
¢ they are utterly difcouraged from following their
¢ T'rades and Profeflions ; becaufe the more they
¢ have, the more Danger they are in, not only
¢ of their Goods, but even of their Lives: And
¢ if they happen to have ahy thing, they convey
¢ it into Monaflerics, or hide it in Woods or un—
¢ der Ground, as Men do when they are in Fear
¢ of a Foreign Invafion,  So that many Villages
¢ and Towns are intirely without Inhabitants §
 and in the Way towards Mifiow, betwixt Vo«
¢ wzhda and Yareflive, for about an Hundred Eng-
¢ Ji/h Miles, there are at Jealt Fifty Viliages, fome
¢ half a Mile long, fome a whole Mile long, that
¢¢ ftand wholly defolate, without a fingle Inhabi-
¢ rant,  The like Defolation is feen in all other
¢ Placess

-~

-

-
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¢ Places of the Realm, as I have been told by
¢ thofe that travelled the Country,

¢ In every great Town the émpcror hath a
¢¢ Drinking-Houfe, which he rents out: Here the
¢ Labouring Man and Artificer many Times
¢ fpends all from his Wife and Children, Some
¢« drink away all that they wear about them, to
¢ their very Shirts, and fo walk naked ; and all
¢¢ for the Honour of the Emperor, Nay, while
*¢ they are thus drinking themfelves na ed, and
¢¢ ftarving their Familics, no body mutt call them
o aw?, upon any Account, becaufe he would
¢¢ hinder the Emperor’s Revenue, .

¢ The capital Punifhments upon the People are
¢¢ very cruel; but if Theft or Murder be com-
+¢ mitted upon them by one.of the Nobility, he
¢ s feldom, punithed, or fo much as called to Ac.
¢ count for it, becaufe the People are the Slaves
«¢ of the Nobility: Or if thefe Crimes are com-
¢ mitted by a Gentleman Soldier, perhaps he may
s be imprifoned at the Emperor’s Pleafure, or pere
¢ haps gncd —— an] that is all, C
. 1 make this Quotation chiely upon Memory,
having only taken down fome Hints when I read
it; but I can affert it to te a juft one, and ajmoft
wkolly in the Doétor’s Words,

I kKnow much has been faid of the Improve.
ments made by the prefent Czar, apd of his many
Projc@s in Favour of Arts and Trade: And it is
very true, that ke is a Prince of a very altive and
inquifitive Genius,  But though he has made him-
{.1f a more powerful Prince than any of his Pre-
deceflors were, I do pot find that the Numbers of

“ his People are increafed, or their general wretched
Condiiion much mended,  He has a vaft Army
conflantly
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conflantly on Foot; he keeps vaft Numbers of his
poor Subje@s conftantly en’igloyed'in making Ha.
vens and Canals; great Taxes are naifed, great
‘and daily Wafte is made of his People, who are
likewife miferably opprefled by his Boyars, to whom
he {lill leaves the raifing of Money, and the Di.
re&tion of Trade: So that the genera) Oppreffion
remains; Trade is deadened and diftrefled; the
People burdencd beyond Meafure ; fudden and ar-
bitrary Duties are Jaid upon Commodities import-
ed; the old Way of Monopolies is continued ; the
State of the Exchange, and the Allay and uncer-
tain Value of the current Coin, are as bad as the
can be; Arts and Ingenuity are really difcouraged,
and thofe who have Skill in any Art muft conceal
ity to avoid working for nothing 3 there are Grie-
vances without Number, and like to be, for he
who complains is certainly undone, and Petitions
are anfwered with Stripes, fometimes with Death
itfel  In fhort, the Condition of the Ruffian Peo-
ple is much upon the fame Foot as it was in Dr,
Fletcker's Time 3 and whoever doubts it, may find
full ConviQion from Captain Perry’s State of Rufe
JSia, under the prefent Czar.

In Pdland, nothing can be more miferable than
the Condition of the Peafants, who ate fubje&® to
the mere Mercy of the great Lords, as to Life
and Dcath and Property 3 and muft labour Five
Days in a Week, nay fometimes Six, for thefe
Jords; and if they cannot fubfift themfelves and
their Families upon Ore Day’s Labour in Seven,
they muft famith, ‘F'lLe State of the cther North-
ern Kingdoms is, with refpedt to the People, as
wretched as any yet mamed: T'hey have many
Soldisis, cndlet}s' 'i'axcs, dreadful Povcxti;, few

cople,
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People, and gaudy Courts.. It is indced faid of
+ fome arbitrary Princes in fome Parts of Eurcpe,
that they are merciful to their Subjets, and do not
ufe them barbaroufly ; that is, they do not delibe-
rately butcher them, but only take all that they
have, and leave them to ftarve peaceably upon the
reft: All the Riches of the Country are to be feen
at Court, and the People are wirctchedly poor,
Cantalit vacuus, —— A Countryman once com-
plained to General Kirk, that his Soldiers had
plundered him of all that he had in the World ;
Thou art a kappy Man,y fays the Generaly for then
they will plunder thee no more,

T he woful Decay of People and Plenty in ma-
ny States in [r2ly is fo aftonifhing, that were it
not obvious to every Eye that fees it, and fo well
attefled to thofe who have not feen it, by thofe
who have, it would fcem beyond all “Belief,
¢ When I came into the Pope’s Territories at
¢ Pout Ceating, (fays Dr, Burnet) there was a
¢¢ rich Bottom all uncultivateJ, and not fo much
¢¢ as ftocked with Catdde: But as I pafled from
"¢ Montificfiene to Fiterls, this appeared yet more
¢ amazing ; for a vaft Champain Country lay
¢¢ almoft quite deferted. And that wide Town
¢ which is of fo great Compals, bath few Inha-
¢¢ bitants, and thofc looked poor and miferable,
¢¢ When I was witlin a Day’s Journcy of Rime,
¢¢ [ fancicd the Ncighbuuriood of fo great
¢ City mult mend the Matter; but [ was much
¢ dizppoiried ; for a Soil that was.fo rich, and
¢ lay fo fwectly, that it far exceeded any thing
¢ I ever faw out of Jraly, had neither Inbabitants
¢ in it, ner Catde vpon i, to the ‘Ferth Pare of
¢ what it could tear, The Surprizg this gave

“ne
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dic increafed upon mie, as I went out of Rene
ori its other Side, chiefly all the Way to Naples
and on the Way to Civita Vechia y for that va
and ricti Champain Country, which runs all
alonil to Terracina, which from Civita Vecchia
is a Hundred Miles long, and is in many Pla-
ces Twelve or Twenty Miles broad, is aban-
doned to fuch a Degree, that as far as one’s
Eye can carry one, there is often not fo much
as a Houfe to be feen,——T he Severity of the
Government hath driven away the Inhabitants; -
and their being driven awar ath reduced it to
fuch a Pafs, that it is hardly poflible to people
it.” He adds, that in Rome itfelfy ¢ it is not
poftible for the People to live and pay Taxes;
which his driven, as it is believed, almoft a
Fourth Part of the People out of Rame during
this Pontificate, '
He tcils us elfewhere, that the Pope buys in all

¢ Corn of St, Peter’s Patrimony, ¢ He buys

it at Five Crowns their Meafure, and even that
is flowly and ill paid, So that there was Eight
Hundred Thoufand Crowns owirg upon that
Score when I was at Rome, In felling this out,
the Meafure is leffened a Fifth Part, and the
Price of the Whole is doubled ; fo that what
was bought at Five Crowas, is fold out at
Twelvey and if the Bakers, who are obliged
to take a determined Quantity of Corn from
thz Chamber, cannot retail out all that is im-
pofed upon them, but are forced to return fome
Part of it back, the Chamber difcounts to them
only the fislt Price of Five Crowns,

It is obfived by another noble Author of our

Country, that Aais Cligiy Brother to Pope Aiex-

andir
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ander the Seventh, by one fordid Cheat upon the
Sale of Corn, is faid within Eight Years to have
deftroyed above the Third Part of the People in
the Ecclefiattical State; and that that Country,
which was the Strength of the Romans in the Car-
thaginian Ways, fuffered more by the Covetoufnefs
and Fraud of that Villain, than by all the Defeats
seceived from Hannidal, ‘

‘The Country of Ferrara was formerly very po-
pulous, and the Lands being fertile, were well
cultivated; but fince the Pope has got Pofleflion
of it, it is almoft depopulated ;3 the Lands are
nigh defolate; and, for want of People, it is like
the reft of the Ecclefiaftical State, unhealthy to
live in, His Holinefs has reduced the Inhabitants
from above an Hundred Thoufand, to about
Twelve Thoufand, In the City itfelf, Grafs
grows in the Strects, and moft of the Houfes are

empty,

H;c Great Duke's Dominions lie much in the
fame difmal Solitude. When Sienna and Pifa were
free States, they fwarmed with People, and were
sich in Trade and Territory : Sienna alone was
computed to have had above half a Million of Sub-
jeétsy but in a matter of a Hundred and Fourfcore
Years, during which Time it has been in the Pof-
feflion of his Highnefs of Tufiany, they are funk
below I'wenty Thoufand, and thefe miferably
poor.  T'he fame is the abje& Condition of Pife,
Pg‘/la_"r:, Arexzo, Cortona, and many other greag
Towns. Florence, his Capital particularly, which,
in the Days of Liberty, could, by the Ringing of
a Beli, bring together, of its own Citizens and
the Inhabitants of the Valley of Arns, a Hundred
and Thirty-five ‘T houfand well armed Men in a

few
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few Hours T'ime, is now fo poor and Jow, that
it could not bring together Three tolerable Regi-
ments in Thirtcen Montbhs, :

The City of Pifa alone was reckoned, when it
was free, to have had a Hundred and Fifty T hou-
fand Inhabitants, all happy in Liberty and Com-
merce; and now they are about Ten Thoufand,
without Liberty, and Commerce, and Bread,
Formerly an Hundred of its Citizens could fit out
an Hundred Galleys, and maintain them during a
War, at their owp Charge; and now the whole
City could not furnifh out nor maintain one,
Their ftately Palaces are defolate, like their Ter-
ritory ; or let out for Stables, or any other forry
Ufe, at Three or Four Pounds a Year Rent,
Their Streets are covered with Grafs ; their Ter-
ritory, by being wafte, isgrown unwholfome; and
their few Remains of People are ftarving. And

_that great State, which the Great Duke could not
mafter without the Armies of Spain, are not now
able to contend with his infamous Crew of Tax-
fathcrcrs. T he People arc famifhed Slaves, their

Toufes are Ruins, their T'rade is gone, their Land
unmanured, and yet their Taxes are not leflened ;
and if there be any Plenty among(t them, ’tis only
Plenty of Beggars,

’l‘{e fame is the Condition of the Milnexe,
and other Countries under the fame fort of Go-
vernment ; the People ftarve in the beft Soils ¢
W hereas in Switzerland, and in the Territories of
Gensa, Lucca, and the Grifins, they are numerous,
and live happily in the worft, ¢ The People in
s France, (fays the Author of the Supplement to
¢ Dr, Burnet's Travels) cfpecially the Peafants,
¢ arg very poor, and moft of them reduced to

¢ great
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¢¢ great Want and Mifery ; and yet Frame is an
s extraordinary good Country, The People of
« Swirzerland (which is a. Country of Mountains)
¢¢ cannot be faid to be very rich, but there are
¢ yery few, even of the Peafants, that are mife-
¢ rabry poor, —=—= T he moft Part of them have
¢ enough to live on. Every where in France,
¢ even in the beft Cities, there are Swarms of
«¢ Beggars; and yet fcarce any to be feen threugh-
¢¢ out all Swwitzerland,  'The Houfes of the Coun-
s¢ try Pecple in Frame are cx(rcmcl{; mcan j and
¢ in’them no other Furniture js to be found, but
§¢ poor nafty Beds, Straw Chairs, with Plates and
« D fhes of Wood. and Earth, ~ In Switzerland,
¢ the Peafants have their Houfes furnifhed with
« good Feather-Beds, good Chairs, and other
« coprenient Houfhold-Btutls ; their Winduws are
¢ ail of Glafs, always kept mended and whole
¢¢ and their Linnen, both for Bedding and their
¢ T'ables, is very neat and white,

This was written above Thirty Years ago,
" when France was in 3 much better (.Xonditicn than
it has been fince, T'he Glory of their late Grand
Monarch coft them much Mifery, and many
Myriads of People.  And yet even Thirty Years
ago their Miferics were great and affeéling! ¢ As
« I came from Paris to Lyers, g'xys Dr. Burnet)
¢ [ was amazed to fee fo much Mifery as ap-
o }%ﬁarcd not only in Villages, but cven in big
¢ Towns; where all the Marks of an extreme
¢ Poverty fhewed themfelves, both in the Build-
¢ ings, the Clothes, and almoft in the Looks of
¢ the Inhabitants: And a general difpeopling in
¢ 3l the Towns, v 1s a very vifible Effect of the
« Hardflsips under which they lay.”  What bl;f&

&
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Ted Circumfances that gieat Kingdom is in now,

¢ Mr, Law, who is amongft us, can beft tell;
though we all pretty well know. It is really 4
Science, and no eafy one, to know the Names,
Numbers, and Quality of their Taxes ; which
are fo many, fo various, and fo heavy, that one
of their own Writers calls them, Jutintitns proter
ta impevevifh the Peopiey ard to enrich the Ditlicrae
ries,  Bulion, ‘T'reafurer to Lewis the “Thirteenth,
told his Maflery that Lis Suliscls wers too bapyy,
they were not yit redwed to eat Grefi, And tle
cruel Spirit and Politicks of that Minifter were
afterwards fo well improved, that I am apt to
think their prefent Felicity is no Part of their
Misfortunes,

Such Inllances fhew what hepeful Methods fuch
Governments take to increale People, Trade, and
Rictes,

As to the politer Arts, T own feveral of them
have Hourifhed under fome of the Popes them-
felves, and fome other arbitrary Frinces; fuch as
Painting, Archite@ure, Sculpture, and Mufick,
But thefc Arts, and the Improvements of them,
were o far from owing any thing to that fort of
Government, that by Liberty alone, and the Pri-
vileges given to the Profeflors of them, they came
to excel in them 5 nor would they ever have ex-
celled upon the common Foot and Condition of
their other Subjects: So that to make them Excel-
lent, they made them Free, And thus even Ty-
rants, the Encmics of Liberty, were, for their
Furniture, Luxury, Pomp, Pleafure, and Enter-
tainment, forced to be beholden to Liberty 3 and
for thofe particular Purpofcs, they gave it to par-
sicular Men,  But for the seft of their SUbjcl&S’

they
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they were left by them in the Condition of
Brutes, both in Point of Livelihood and Know-
Jedge: for it is Liberty more than Shape, that
makes the Difference 3 fince Reafon without Li-
berty proves little better, and fometimes worfe,
than none, Servitude mars all Genius; nor is
either a Pen or a Pencil of any Ufe in a Hand
that is manacled, :
G

Tt4 End of the Sxconp Yorume,
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